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SUMMARY

Submarine attacks on Japanese Shipping in the SOUTH CHINA SEA and adjacent
waters became increasingly severe during early 1944 and brought about more
strict convoy escort instructions and some uniformity of escort formatioms.
However, the lack of escort vessels and the ability of American submarines
to attack convoys in very restricted waters where escort formations could
not be maintained, partially nullified these cfforts to save the rapidly
shrinking Japanese erchant lMarine,

Carrier air strikes on shinping in MANILA and CORON Bays in September 1944,
disrupted the regularly travelled North - South shipping route which coast-
ed the "estern PHILIPPINES prior to that time., Other forms of air attack
were of secondary importance until the last month or two of the war, when
aircraft mining, low-levcl attacks by B-25s, and harrassing attacks by day
and night search planes contributed materially to the final destruction of
Japanese shipoing,




TRANSCRIPT of Interrogztion (Lieut, Commander YASUMOTO, Shisei, IJN)

TRAVSCRIPT

Qs Describec the attacks made on convoys while under escort of your ship.

A, While Captain of the SHIOKAZE, our convoys received one 2ir attack and five
submarine attacks. The air attack was delivered 30 miles west of BAKO in the
PESCADORES, in November 1944 about midnight by one plane (probably o B=24).
There was no hits and the closcst bomb was 200 meters off from the TEIRITSU,
& captured French vessel of 8,000 tons. The first submarine attack occurred
cbout 0€30 on 10 April 1944, about 7 miles off LINGAYEN GULF, The convoy
was southhound and in following formation, Apparently one submarine succeed=
¢d 1in sinking one destroyer and two of the convoy at a range of acbout 1500
meters, with three torpedoes apparently fired on the first attack, It is my
opinion that six torpedoes were fired of which three sank one ship each,
in the following order: destroyer, Army suprnly ship and an amunition ships:

() Converted Escort Vessel

() Esco;t Vesscl () Fscort Vessel
() () ()
() () ()
() b £
®) () ()
® Decstrover () Escort Vessel
e;ﬁe‘e/ () Destroyer

s |
J, Course approvimately 180°

This was the first casuzlty which I experienced sincc a new set of convoy plans
and formations had becen set up early in Ifarch 1944 to meet the increasing
difficulty of supply.

The second submarire attock occurred in the middle of June vhile enroute to
ILIRI. The convoy vs prssing very near the southern end of PALLWAN ISLAID on
the enst side, The time was about 0700, There was o recef to starbhoord which
made 1t nceessary to strirng the convoy out in column —ith the escorting
vesscls ctosc ahoard to starboard. In this attack there were ro tits, the
first of the torpcdoes having been very clearly visable because of erratic
behavior in the water., The convoy turned into the attack and avoided being
hit by anv of the others,

The third attack oceurrcd in late June as I was convoying oil tankers north
~long the West Cocst of BORNEO, Ve received a midnight submarine attack off
JESSELTCN, [fgain the convoy wns strung out in line beccuse of o norrow inside
pagsage and 1 was confident that the narrovmess of the inside passage would
prevent any possible danger of attack. The channel was very narrowr but the
nttack appeared to come from the inshore side and three of the convoy trerc
sunk during a very heavy squcll about midnight, This was the first convoy

to receive damage in that inward posscge of f JESSELTON, One tonker and two
Bouxite eargoes wvere sunk., The Bauxite ships were ships of 5,500 tons, the
HIYORI and HIKANE, The tanker was 7,000 tons, it may hove been KOKUSEI IMARU,

Early in September 1944, I ecome out from MOJI to MANILA and succeeded in renche
ing MANILA 211 right in mid September, I left MANILA just before the carrier
planc attack nnd took my convoy to BATIKEO BAY in the northern end of PALAWAN,
I spent about 20 days voacillating between thet Bay and ULUGUAN BLY, holf-ray
down PALAWAN, because of the bad conditions in MANILA BAY and CORON which

were under attack, In BATIKEO BiY there were many shins, some bound for the
EMPIRE and some for the south, About the 1lst of October I led my convoy

south to MIRI, dropping some Jrmy personncl at JESSELTON, While nt JESSELTON,
the LEYTE SEL Battle occurred, We took on oil at MIRI, The origincl plan

had been to return the convoy to the EMPIFE by woy of MINILA, but oving to the
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disastrous conditions in the PHILIPPII'ES, plans were changed and with a

convoy of oilers escorted by one destroyer, onre torpedo boat and one 150
ton submarine chaser, we went to CAPE SAN JACQUES.

We left MIRI on the 3rd or Ath of November in the evening and at 0100 the next
morning received a torpedo attack. This attack was delivered from an un-

known range to port, and one ship of the convoy on the port side of the for-
mation was sunk,

0
()
0 5
~_ o,
() oy

b
.

()Wosterly§Course ()
g knots

We left SAN JLCQUES, hugging the coast in single line formation, At lat-
itude 12-30F longitude 110E, we received air attack at three in the morn=-
ing about tre 10th of November, during a heavy squall, One ship, the
tanker SFUNTEN and one torpedo boat were sunk, This attack apreared to

come from the inshore side,
* Torpedoes

% ‘f) Torpedo Boat

COQ .
o // () Escort
/ ()
ﬁ () Escort
-

Off HAINAN ISLAND the 12th or 13th of November, a 4 motored bomber circled
about but delivered no attack., Continuing to hug the coast at the closest
point for a run over to TAKAO, I intended to enter CANTON, but heard 1t was
under attack., I received the ineffectual B=24 attack about the 13th or
1/th of November, between HONCGKONG and TAKRAO.

Q. Did you exrnerience any air attack in waters near FORMOSA?

L. The SHIOK'ZE had a separatc duty during Januvary 1945 which was to carry
srmy and Navy aireraft pilots from APLRFPI to TAKAO in FORMOS., The UME
wes the flopship, the other two ships were the KalDE and the SHIOKAZE. We
left T.KLO 30 January at 0700. .n hour after leaving TALKAO 7e saw formation
of B=-2Ls hich was pfoceeding to the attack of TLKLQ, and although we were
not then ottocked, e considered that we had been discovered and therefore
~1tered courase to west rather than making straight south for LAPLRRI, Af ter
three hours on the western course, we ossumed a course direct for LPARRI,
At 1500 —hen 2C miles off the southern tip of TORMOSL, about 20 B=25s and
P-38s attocked the three destroyers which were nroceeding at 21 knots in a
triangle formation., Afccording to plan, ten nlanes from FORIOSL were to
convoy us from thc southern tip of FORMOS.A south, and ve therefore thourht
that the first few planes we sarr at 10,000 meters tere our ovn planes of
the GINGL Type. It vas only when they cireled cround achead of our forma-
tion and mode an ottack did we reclize it —ras B=-25s making an attock from
the sun, The planc formotion divided into three groups, attocking one ship
coche The UME received about four bombs delivered at lo- level (20 meters).
The KAIKE rcceived about three., The UME sank, her stern broke off, The
K[ IKE s domaged obout the bridegc ond s able to return to TLRLD, 'The
SHTIOK.ZE reecived no hits and was able to pick up survivors from the ULL
and toke them to T.K.0. The SHIOKLZE received no direct hits but was so
shaken up by necar misses that her shafts werc shaken out of linc andé one of
her turbines was put out of action, Personnel on the bridge oi ihe flag=
ship (ULE) were nearly all killed by strafing.
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TRANSCRIPT of Iterrogatlon (Lieut. Commander_ YASUNO

) A
KAIDE () * () SHIOKAZE
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To what exlent was thnplng to “nd from TAKAO interfercd witk by 2ir ﬂttﬂch
Tt wrasn't very much in formations or convoys, single ships were frequertly
hit.

You spoke of o chonge in convoy nlans and instructions in early March 1944.
That were significant changes and why wrere they made?

The submarine attacks had becn cleorly increasing during January and Feb-
urary, marticularly in the FOREOS. = PHILIPPINES fArea, and until carly in
March no precision hnd been exncted with regard to convoy formations,

There was o rreat varicty of oninion with regard to convoy fromations, par-
ticularly the position of the convoy commander's ship., Plans heretofore
had been formulate” by individual convoy commonders ~nd hceenuse many of

the coast dcfense ship captains were reserves frowm the Merchant Marine, 1n=-
doctrination wras considered necessary, nd from the indoctrination plons
came some uniformity,

Sketeh o diagram of -that you considered to be the best protective formation?
At this time the Murber One Constol Convoy Unit issued o beok of instrue~
tions called ™Junber Onc Coastal Escort Unit Operating Plans"™, There are

o preat many formntions, morethan ten formations sccording to the number of
ships. Then looking out for submarine torpedoes, the norm:l formation vins

a block protected by ring formotion = the escort vessels standing off, one
thousand or to thousnnd meters. If there vrere plenty of escort vessels o
scrcen was sent forvard but this situction seldom obtrined, This screen

wns placcdabout 10,000 meters forward but always within v1510111t7. i =
before dorn it was advised thnt one escort vesscl dron brck to the limix

of visibility andé the same procoﬁurc at dusk, Therc =ins no+ any settle’ fore
metion nolicy ns defense against c~ir ottacks, but with regeord to ny oom ner=
formanec during air attocks I ordercd the convey to close formation in order
to congulidate ~nti=cireraft fire,

()

() T ()
() 10,000 meters ()
but always within visibility
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()
One c¢scort drops baclk to
1imit of visikrility before
davwn ond dusk.

Under whot conditions did¢ convoys zig-zag?
Wherever there was room zig=-zogeing was normal procedure,

That were the speeial instruction regarding toking shelter ot night or
taking particular routecs to avoid submarine ~ttacks?

Beginning about Septecmber 1944 special orders were issued for the coast of
INDO=-CHINA and the PLLAVLN PQSS“gO to trovel only by day 2nd hide durirg
thce night. Thesc orders olso covered the waters butveun MLPILA ond APLREL
and the chain south of FORMOS.. From jugust 1844 our casunltics had been
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esnecially hiph in erea 14I"ILA tO 2ORIIOSA .

To ~hat extent dic the convoys escorting throvgh the PHILIPPIYES receive

2ir assistance?

One escorting Hlane “rom MANILA used to come ip the morning anc met convoys
coing scuth off LIVGAYEL GULF ~nd stey writh them until they entered IATILA,
There was wnother single Dlane for convoy searches north and west of APARINL;
21s0 - sinpgle "lane per convoy escorts along the coast of II'DO~CIIN4A and the
rorthrest coast of PORIEO., Sometimes there were two planes, 2lrost always
one.

Nid the convoy commander have direct comruncations with the planes?
Only twice in my experience lLas any communcetions succeecec, e rad racilo
set: esmecizlly intended for that communicotion hrt they never workecd,

To whet extent was radar used for ~rotection of convoys?

On my ship, the SHIOKAZE, tliere "ras no radar for surfsce search Hut my eculpe
ment would nick un planes at o ma--imum o 70 kilometers, In very cooC con=
ditions, we could pick vp one plene wetreen F0 and 70 kilometers.

‘Mat were the ereztest nroblems of convoviags hetreen the times of llay anc
Sentember 1645 in the EiPIFE~KOIEA Area? |

e main nroblem wos getting shins seross WSUSI L4 STELITVS ont getting men
and materials from the Asiatic Coost to JAPAL,

Wret coused the wrinciple ship lesses curing tids seriod; mires, circratt,

or submerines?

rvring the month of June 1t was ~rincipslly submerines within the ILLION

STA ond also in TSUSIIHA STRLITS. Julv it was mines in the waters colong the
south cozst of IOGEA, and along =itk the mines mocrine gunning by seeplones,
ines continved to be, to the last, sn extreme razord 1O tre coproaches of FU-
SAN, Then the T=25s cnd P=-3{s acded to the difficuvlty vn to the end ol Auvg-
ust, At the end, the worst hazcord wos P=25s bhombdlng and strafing. '

"That forced shipning to tole the ¢ircuiteus route clong KOFEA cnd the west
s’ ores oF the YRLLOY SEA?
It +~g becocuse 07 subnarines,

To whot extent did single secrch plenes flying in the YELLOY SEA interiere
-ith the shinming?

Thev never vere much trouvble, I think there was some diffievlty in the Ves=
tern YTLIO ' SEA from Tour-motorel secrch Hlanes, Trere we viere vsing nothing
but smoll ships of sbout 1000 tons in orcer to vse inrard nassages oS much

-5 nossidle, on? on shins of this size strofing ottacks were very serious
factor,

tris- neriod? .
~he passcge across the TSUSHIla STIL.ITS mas always nipght Hoss~ge on sccount
of plones. The nassoges clong the coost of KOTEA were J-oylight pass-ges be-

c~use of the closed woters -nd islancs,

To shat extent did night attacks by plones interfere ~rith night »nosscge of
TSUSETIlA STRAITSS
There were few sinkings but they ‘rere o nuiscnce,

Booklet referred to was nrinted in TAKAO,
Title: I'o, 1 COASTAL ESCORT UiIT OPEFATIONS PLAUS,




