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HEADQUARTERS
J. €. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY

"~ (Pscific). :
APD, 23/ C/0 PM SAN FRANCIECH

Interrocetion No. 531 iS5 _ , Place: Tokyo, Jeppn

b e | ate: 26 Dec 45, 1000-1220 hre
subject: The Privy Counecil. |

DIVISIAN ‘OF GRIGIN: Joint Interrocsetion (see #% helow)
Perconnel Interrogsted and Eeckgfound of Esch:

Premier Paron SUZUKL, fdmiral IJN (Ret). GCredusted Nevel. Pcednﬂv 18883,
Navel Staff Collere 1895, . ferved during Sino-Jdepenese end Pusso-
Jerenese Vere., Hes held posts of: Vice Yinigter of ﬂevv (1914) 3
Pracident Nevel beedeny (1918-19); CinC Comtined Fleet (1924) =nd
concurrently memher Cunreme war Council; Chief of Havel Generel
Staff (1Q?f), Grend Chemberlein to TMPEROR (1929) s Nevel Advisor
40 Privv Council (10722)3 s memher of {(1027), Vice President of :
(1QAB), snd Pregident of (fue 1944) the Pri-y Council. fppointed
Premier 7 April 1945. Cerved s Precident Educetione) Investigstion
Council in ﬁlﬁ"ln days of the var. (Apparently but 1ittle knovledre
af Tn-lich.) = < ,

Jr ITECT0URA, the Pramier's Chief Secretary. (Fluent knovledge of Fneligh.)

There Interrorsieds Pri”y Counecil tuildin~, Tokvo.

¥¥Interro store: 1 “en 0r*11 A ARTTREON, UcA, Militsry Studies DIVlslon
“qul'BPPAW Owverell Economices Fffects Tivieion

Burton R FTEHFR, “loral+s Diviesion
Interpreteor: Lt Omér Velter NICHOLE, USHNR

g AMllied Officers Pregentt: Brig Gen Grendison JﬁPDWhl, USa..

SUILIARY

Admirsl SUZUKI described the Privy Council eg en advisory bady to
the Fmreror vith no lecisleative novers and GleUuﬁed ite ectivities vrior 1o
PRAFL HIRROR end “ufring “he wer. On 11 other suhjects, sueh eg militery devel-
opments, he merely ceve his personel opinion, explsining thet, cdue to hle repu-
tetion ec & pecifiet hie ves not informed of politicsl or militery esctivities
remducive to ver, In conclusgion he expleined the Fmneror's political position
end getivities ¢nd diccussed the r»ole o? the Premier in reletion to the Emvreror.
Tenevsl auhiects covered: activitieg of Privy Council; role of Jepenese Nevy
in i drift towerds vers occupstion Of Frrrch Indo-Chine & - roeccons for the
'JSﬁ*nf?ﬁ_c‘ £+ Fron a,ﬂﬁ*fﬂ ‘vf‘10 en offensgive stretecy efier Peerl Herbors
ﬁ*:‘“l’““ 1ﬂn tn cuslity of Jensmese rovernuent since Furso-Jerenege wer; TCOr-
getaon fof 0‘“”nﬂfn§ 11*“f JZUKT . es Premier snd. »eecong  for recrranizetiong
e Taperorts oY inisng concerning en r'*ﬂv cecsation of tostilitics; rov ﬁ'ftwmnt
m= hade of pt*L.”fln No* uler np1n1nn, ptiomp! to ne-oliate pesce throush Ruseie
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in 12453 rezsons for Je-ensse cenltuletiong effect, mf 3-2G reicde; @f?orta .o
nrreass rln ne - rirgduet.ion w141 unds Jet rﬂuwﬂ feo ﬂrLr s politicel setivities of
Ahinf Cehine’ Cforel ory BRKPIIFZY, '




' InterFOEEtion No. 5 5 Tl ' Hfﬁ?iEEEED

ben GARDNER.
Q. Paron, we a2re very snxious to avoid the next war snd sre meking & study of

nov it heppened-.--the results--in order to zvoid the next one. I'd like *o

--Mr Raren end Dr Fischer would like to ask a few questions on this subject

eand your politicel Listory and beckground, then the Genersl (Anderson) here

ngs s quertion or tvo recsrding the role of air in the var.
A. TI'd like to époloqize, to berin vith, beczuse I'm getting to be en elcderly A
| men end em deef in one ear. WMy history politically is very long ¢énd com-

rliceted, &nd unfortunstely 211 my recordc--memoirs--were destroyed viien my

house was burned at the very end of the war. I may not be szble 1o remember

evervthing thet you vant to find out from me, but I will do my best. I

vish to epologize for my position on account of the loss of my records.

My BAPL .

Q. Beron, would you tell us vhether our understanding is correct: At the

time of the outbresk of the wer in 1941 you were Cheirmen or member of the
Privy Council? '

A. Yes, I vag & member of the Privy Council at the outbresk of the war.

Q. Could vou tell us very briefly whet were the funotions of the Privy Coun-
cil in metters of foreign policy at thet time? |

A. The function of the PRIVY COUNCIL at that time was to act 2s en edvisory

body to the FIPFROR. At the time wer wes declared, the declerstion of
wer vee submitted to the Council for epprovel. It wee chiefly sn edvisory
bodv, ' ,

Q. Let's aeturlly oo comevhat furthers: Quite frenkly, wes it more a rubber-
stemping zcvency or did it ecetuslly meke decisions which determined the
course. of foreisn policy?

£. The only function of the PRIVY COUNCIL 3in thie particular cese wes to

épproe the grtuel declerstion of wsr: in other vorde, it was ccting es
a rubber-gtamp sreney. Its job vas more or less to etudy the problem of

vheather var vas g it ‘t.,‘:]i}‘}}" for the COUIltI"y or if, jusi'- ;—'.{‘aner‘ally, J&Fﬁn
could underteke such 2 wver. The zeoturl Ceclerztion of ver and evervthing
to do vith it, zeide from this eprroval, ves the duty of the Government
1teelf, #nd it vec submitted as such to the PRIVY COUNCIL for cporovsl.

k. In the summer or fzll of 1941, vhet was the feeling in the PRIVY COUNCIL
- & to the siturtion of the wer in FUROPE? Did they feel thet the AXIE ves
bound to win or whet wee their zppreisel of  the general war situstion in
GFRUANY-PUSCTA, GERMANY-ENGLAND? | |

A. Tt vould ve difficult to sesy thet the PRIVY COUNCIL hed one specific opin-
1on becguse there were more than 20 members in the Council, but I myself
felt from the very beginning thet the AXIS would lose the wer. Thet wes
my ovn perconsl oninion, ¢nd it would be very cdiffiicult to give the opin-
ion of the whole zroup. |

Q. But do you feel thet the prevailing opinion--the opinion of the me jority
--the opinion of the most importent--wes very optomistic from the view-
point of the AXIS? T understend very well thet the Beron is s lesding
liherel here, end I don't meen to e¢sk only his opinion, but would he
cey *thet the opinion of the mesjority--the importent mejority--wes very
optomistic for the AYIS? T went to stress, his position wes rether rseper-
ate end sgpecific in this whole nicture; it is verv importent thet he
understend thet?

A. T myself belirve thet of the psoplé'in the PFIVY COUNCIL, the mcjority hsd

“ragt doubt #e to the egbility of the AXIE to win the war. I think myself
thet very few thousht they wvould win.
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Interrozet, iﬂen__ﬂ_c;ﬂ._l___

Q. Then WﬁToUﬁKA come beck from GERMANY end RUSSIA in April or Megt——end of
April, scluelly--1941, ves it knovn to the PRIVY COUNCIL thet NMATEUOKA
committed u1mself in BARLIN to geot Jepen inteo ver ﬂgzincf RUEETA &s goon
ee OFRIANY ettecked RUSH ‘IA? |

A. Threre may heve been members of the PRIVY COUNCIL who hed been told of it
by MATSUOKA, but there wes no formel announopment of eny such errenge ement ,
end I myce]f hed not heard of it. L |

kQ. Is it poseible, Beron, thet the VWer Perty did not cere to keep you informed
very much e“out the number of thinge which were going on because you vere
of o slightly different--belonged to e different grour in tho p011tlcPl
set-up here? -

A. TIn ensver to your question, it's quite nesturel thet meny ithings in regerd
to plenning of wer with the UNITFD STATFS would not heve resched my e€&Ys.
I would not s&y thet vou.could ccll me & liberzl neceéescerily; whether I em
s 1libersl or not is ‘e guestion, but I wes well-known for being opposed to
eny ver speinet the UNITFD STATES, énd T hed gone on record meny times &c
heing of thet opinion. In my oninlon it wes the worst possible thing thet
could hezprpen to Jcpcn. pe & Nevel officer, I myself hed elveys felt end
scid thet the militery hould not heve too qtrong & voice in the Govern-
ment beccuse if they de they vere ept to run eswey with control of the
Gorernment, end I wra videly knovn for thet opinion. I weg 2lso widely
knorm for an ennouncement vhich “pne red in the newspepers revoriing ¢
epeech I mede £t e brnvuet in Sen Frencisco in 1918 regcerding friendly
relstions bﬁ+“men JAPAN and the UNITFD STATES end ¢ desire for peece. The
feot *het I vee go videly knorm ce being egeinst var vith the Jnited
Ctetze misht heve prevented snyone from letting me knov ahout operztions.

I'd liks to <o aver srcin vhat I g2id ehout my cerecr in the Nevy: All
durin~ mv tour of duty in the Newy ze en officer, risht up to the renk of
Admirzl, I hed elveye felt thet the Apmy end Nevy chould stay out of poli-
tice e much se poeceible for fesr thet toey 1ou1ﬁ get too much control end
run ¢vey vith roll icel pover. My opinion e'out ver with the UNIWFL CUATEC
vee besed on my cxperience ¢g £ nevel officer.

G. On the other hend, when MATSUOKA ccme beck in the Spring of 1941 it looked
very mach ¢s if there chould be & wer--JAPEN would ectuelly go to wer
ogeinst RUSSIA in comrlience vit!i the TRI-PARTITE ecgreement, endless pro-
mices vhich JATSUOKA mede in BERLIN bteczuse HATSUOKA lecrned et thiat time
thet GFP'IANY ves going to stteck RUSSIA. Now why did JAPEN et thet time,
in" the summer of 1941 end fell of 1941, not go to ver cgrinst RUSEIR &5 pro-

miced hv MATSUOK. but rether declered neutrelity towerd RUSSIF énd vent to

ver egeinst the UNITFD STATEE?

A. It is ¢ very debeteshble question end one cbout vhich I em not certein ¢t
£11 todry ¢nd one shout which not meny reorle sre certein. Thet 1s, exec ct-
1v vhet "1ATSUOKA did promise GERANY, end vhether the Jepenecse policy ves
determined on vhet METSUOKE told Japen or on the besis of the militery
cligue is debetesble. I myself do not ecturlly believe thet MATEUOK/ mede
eny nromises to SFRIINY sbout Jenen etlacking RUSEIL, vhen GF“!fﬂY declered
vevr rocinst RIUSSTLA, berzuse I believe thet MATSUOKZ on his wey heck to
Jeren stopred in PUSETS ond t=1lked to STALIN end thet those discussions
concerned nrutrelity. There-is nobody in the Privy Council now wvho reclly

rould knov unless it ves juet bty personsl informetion beceuse the Lovern-
ment vE s not *ﬂﬂu=+nmed to ever tellins us evectly vhet their true inten-
tion ves, vhet thnelr plens vere.

G. Vould vou sev, to your knorvlede~, vrrs there a strong wine cmong peonle vho
countcd to ~o to wrr &r:einet RUCCIA rether then to go to wer =geinst the

UNTFL. STLTFE, end vhet foreces.do you think vere in fevor of the wer fgcinst
RUSSIL rether then ¢ wer egeingt the UNITFD STATEE? T wish to meéke 1t
clesr: T don't meen necesssrily the PPIVY COUNCIL; I meen just from your
novledre ng ¢ politicien? :
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Interrogetion No.

A-‘

- It would be extremely difficult, &nd slmost impossible, for me to give you

e rerly to thet question, but I would like to point.out one thing: I'm cer-
tein thet the Newv wes from the beginning opposed to fighting & wer egeinst
the TNITFD STATFS, end I think vou'll find the Nevy's opinion wee more or
lecs exsctly similer to my ovn since I hzd been brought up in thet tredition.

"hen you epeek of the Nevy, does the Psron refer to the Navv-se 2 whole or

coes he refer teo the upper commending staff of the Navy--to people like him-

self znd Admirel YAMAMOTO-—or does he actuelly mesn the Navel Officer Corps?
- / % L. : :

I vag referrines natureslly fto only the reople of importence within the Nevy

circle beceuse the youncer officers end men just sect on orders and heve no

influence in 1het resrect. »

‘gt weg the Beron'se opinion stout 1he theory that the war apainst the
UNLI"FLL.ETATRS wes, to o lerse extent, steried by the younger officer corps
in the Ne:y? Merquis KIDO cherecterized the outbresk of wer sgeinst the
UNITED STATFE ee beins the end-product of the incident of Februsry 26, 1936,
inetireted by ‘he junior officers of the Jarenese Nevy? Vhet is the Beron's
opinion on this viey? | '

To & certein extent thet mey be true, end in my opinion the gredusl progrese
toverd wer followed by JAFAN wes pertly due to the impetus provided by the
younger officers, snd thic tendency could be desceribed se & disesse which

I believe spresd from the younger officere in the Army to the younger offi-
cere in the Hsvy. The diserce spresd through both cervices, and to ¢
certein extent you could bleme thet ec ¢ cruce of the wer.

In other words, your previous stetement thet the entire Nevy es such wes
ageinet the wer is to be modified to the certein Nevel officers who were
agelnst the wer but cetuslly did not represent the entire Nevy?

I think thet is generelly correct except of course there were neturelly
people among the vounger officerz who were oprosed to wer.

After INDO-CHINA wes occupied--I mesn FRENCH INDO-CHINA #nd then SOUTH
INPO-CHINA--ves vour feeling ot thet time thet it rould leed to wer or not?

At that, time I did not believe this sction ves going to leed to\wrr. How-
erer I @i believe that it wee very dengerous situstion end thet this
could be recerded os o couse for wer.

'id the e v approve of thie perticuler sction--the cetion movineg South

into INP9~C£INA?

T ren't rnsver thet question from sny knowledge I heve of it becsuse T =nd
: n=r mombors of the Privy Council usuelly digcovered these thinge &f-
“er “hey hed oeccurred. Te vould hesr chout +hes end think thet "this is
1ramfﬁinér??, ba* v~ hed no knovledre beforehend of any such move. How-
eper T suprosa thal the occupation of FRFNCH INDO-CHINZ must heve been ¢

Joint Army-ilevy operetion, .probebly plenned by ihe joint ei:ffe e¢ I Gon't
believe thot it eould .heve been one or the other vhich vze largely responsi-

One more question: After the ver egeinst the UNITED STATES broke out, vhat

Tas your personsl . feeling -hov this ver would be run--I mesn, whet kind of
prospecte did vou heve, how did you eXpect this wer to come to zn end?

I would like to give you my opinion on thet subject ¢s = former Nevel offi-
cer since I em most femilisr vwith the problems thet the Nevy feced. The
Nzvy hed elweys plenned & full strength sufficient for the defencse of Jepan,
SO0 2% the beginning of the war it ceemed likely thet Jepen might win es long
es 1t pleyed = defencive cene, but I myself felt thet, in ¢ long drevwn-out
war, Jepen would be seriously hendicepped. For instencec: You hrve the
2=5-2 retio--LONLON CONFERFNCE. The UNITED CTLTES not only hed this five-to

-three retio but it wee ¢ country ten times the size of JAP2N. 1In cddition,
vhen you vere fighting the UNITFD cTATFE you were fighting ENGLAND too which
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{ j Interrogetion No. 23]‘.'

.'p LR mede your ratic ien to three.. I.thought thet agarn. fhoh; nvervhnlmlng odds |
AL '~1f~me s pen” ¥ould probebly loqe, so thet from the very beginning,.gltliourh I
thought thinge micht go well for e vh11e, I believed Jaﬁanluoulﬂ eventually
| loge the vanr., mhat 19,459 5 Navel db Server. :

e L A

. { .l! .‘ 1 W

\
v

Qe Aq 3 rollflclen dld-you'hsve the opinion thet o nepoti;ted pe?ce might
esult from the big. lnltlal success of Japan” -

A. I thoucht & nPPOtlrth peace would be very difficult to srrenge beceuse,
neturally, vhen you heve two countriecs at wer'you.get netionalism end deter-
mingtion to .fight..which prevents zlmost eny possibility of negotieting
peace. dovever T :did ‘believe thet after wer continued for.¢ certein time
vithout gny aprerent. decisive point belng reached, end ¢ certezin stege hed
been reached vhere the war looked ss though ‘it wes going to drzg out for o
lone period of time, possibly then negotietions should be made to bring the
ver to & close.. ... PSR |

Qs 'Iif you eéﬁpcetg Fuch nerotieation et any bbint.during the war?

s he s 610 nof WVﬁ#lP edvocate g ner011?+96 pee ce, cnd +h1¢ may. be-my feult--
. omv Fﬁulf thet:T. did not sdvocete it--but it v'_dmﬁrflv bnccu I wvas eo
Oﬁﬁﬁacﬁ +n +hpa;annrc1 politiecel set-up in Japgn &t the time. ' If you com-
'p““ﬂ the ventime. procram in Jeven during +h1u ver with thet ﬁurlng the war
with, hrI”A, £ay, angd: the wver vith RiSS IA:.*he ﬂrF sent. Government is fer in-
| ffﬂlﬂr. I :helierse that, ag ¢ result of thoqn1xe“s, +he Jepensge became
re *H’P ﬂrnld nr~ﬂrrﬁlr“°, fcnprcllv spraklnr‘ -

-‘ 1
Yiow o

'Yqufmdshg e OlﬂLSINO-JA?EN??E Wer?: A Al et

r
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k. ‘lﬂq :_ibnr bﬁc9mﬁ Jnnaralky sort of reckless, Thm Government beceme more
i end more rﬁlaxp and I myself felt thet I would hsve no influence over it
in anv%hlnﬂ T qa:d o I just dicdn't edvocete snything. I did spcoek out
once or twice on ersl effeirs, but I never brought out anything ebout this
nerotisted pesca. ’ | ' * e

1
. . .

'11--

G. Does that 1mnly et. +hp same time the weight of opinion vhich the PRIVY
COUNCIL was. pFrmltted to give diminis hed sraduslly, or wes it just. your
privete feeling -thet you hed nothing to soy?

A. Vhezt I just ceid ves my personel opinion. Now, the PRIVY COUdCIL hsd vir-
tually no influence over the politicel thought of the Government and no
nower of direction. The PRIVY COUNCIL wes rezlly nothing more then san
orinionated body snd wes consulted &t times, for instence, when there were
direct orders from the EMPFROR--directives sbout nstionsl policy, netionsl
lev—=but it ectually had very little to cdo with the meking of policies #nd

. lews end, £g & consulted body, it had reelly no powver to block zay plen pre-

__'_rrnfﬁd by the Government, ¢lthough £t times, ac the result of opvosition by

- the PRIVY FﬁUHFIA, certein poliecies were obandoned. However, mey I point

out. that it had no power of its own to control; the functions of the PRIVY
CQJ*C[;_tfrﬁ very limited. ‘ bi oy

“Gen ANLFREQL,

Ql‘ s like 'o & sP flvﬁi whet tie Admirel thought the eir succrss—-the Japanese
_ejr uﬂﬁﬂcf-—1n~l1ﬁ1r stteck on our bettles chips #t PFARL HARBOR, and later
- tae facergafal ziteek grrinst the "RPFPULSEM™ gnd the "PRINCF OF YALESY" hed in

1te oifeect on Hevel thourht con hov the devel ver should be conducted sceinest
AARETICL?

A. The sitgo "on thed "PRINCE OF VLALES" end the "REPULSE" end the stizck on
PHART L LABOR brnupht to my Lfiﬂntlon for the first time the importence of
eir in nevel werfere, cimply beceuse I, myself, hed been retired for some
tvmnfv veers nrior Lo the outbresk of vbr, end so I hed. forvotfpn——nof kept
in +oucu vith r#c#nt development of srmements end weepons< dowever when
this heppened, I believed thet, although JAPAN hed such cpﬁcteoulcr SUCCESS
&t PEAPL HARBOR end down in MALAYA, it wes beccuce of her initicl edventege
in beiny the ettecking nction, ¢nd, knowing thet the UNITED STATES ves more
edvenced in sirereft construction "nd technique then JAPAB, 1f the we

!!!,‘L‘ I l:!E F,i D

531-5




RESTTOIT 1IN

Interrogction Nos*

continued bteyond & certsin point the UNITFD STATFS would be eble to meke
ur for the disedventege #nd itself be sble to utilize the seme kind of
tectics end stretegy cgeinst the Jepenese. 1 felt thet elthough these
firet successeg were snectecular they did not by eny meens indicete Jepen's
“winning the war by such methocds. Thet wes my oninion on the besis of my
pest gtudy of militery history end stretegy.sii e

Q. VYhet influence, If the Admirel cen 7ive it, did those two successes heve in
coucins the Jaranese Ne-rv to ebendon the defensive employment of her Nevy
enc proceeé to an offonsive course of ection by expending out into the Pe-
cific and sprerently ~ndesvoring to obtzin decicive fleet zction with our
Yo-v in the ~erlier phecses of the wer?

£ A. Tt ie quite poseible, I think, thet the Nevy, sncoureged by its successes
1. PFAPL, HARBOR end dovn in 'MALAYA--rather flushed with itg suceess--went
on to an offensiv~ rolicy 11 throughout the Pecific. However, vhet I seid
firet ves my opinion of Jepenese Nevel Stretegy ot the Beginning of the wer.
I thou n+ it veec & very poor stretegy from the very beginning simply becesuse.
elthourh Japen hed seized the initietive end ettecked end vould heve 1o
meintein ¢ cortrin degree of initirtive beceuse it hed sterted out on the
offencive, I did not believe it ves ¢ good thing to expend too much beceuse
ve would heve to snread our forces ell through ¢ tremencous ses srec with
concentrstion on certein islends vhich would meen thet we would have scet-
tered forces with only ¢ smell smount of gtrength ¢t eech given plece.
Since £11 communicstion wes by sec to these vericus pleces, it would be-
come £n increesingly difficult problem for the Jepenese Nevy to meintéin
communicetions, end smell gerrisons ¢t verious points would not be suffi-
cient to withstend ¢ heevy etteck on one given point by & superior force.
On thzt besis I myself believed thet the Jepsnese policy of expension to
such en extent wes ¢ poor policy.

U. .I recognize thet very clecrly; thet is why I wes trying to explore the
| - eubject to determine, if possible, whether or not the strategic employment
. of the Jersnesge Nevy thet they hed sccepted hinged its success, or its
expected succecss, on decisive fleet ection £nd vhether or not, in your
opinion, they hed sceepted the hszerd of this over-exvension in order to
foree & decisive fleet ezction before AMFRICA hed been sble to over-build
the Jereness Nery? o b

JEPEN hed hed greet euccesses eerly in the ver,
ite edventsre es much =& poscible in ordcr to fight

A- Yr 2 I .ll...w":'-].'i"".'“"-"TI +~}.'1E 9 S 1'10
1t ves tryinz to presgs
e chovaovn rettle.

ol

G. Thet were the politicrl znd militery fectors that led to the reorgenizetion
of *he Government vith the eppointment of the Beron ss Premier in April of
19457

A. There vere probchly two mein reesons for the chenge of Government: The
militerv reseson being thet the people hed lost confidence in the Government
beceuce of ite felse propogende. Vherees the Government hed been sdver-
tisine victories continueclly, they hed not mentioned any defests, so thet
vhere nevepepers cerried stories of grect victories €11 through the Pescific,
they never mentioned deferts—-they never mentioned losses #nd cesuclties.
But you ctn't keer facts from the peorle forever, cnd grecually these fects
hegen to come out.

At the time of the Leyte operestion, Imperiel Generzl Heesdquerters issued en
order for ¢ fight to the deeth, describing the bsttle es decisive in defense
of the Homelend end referring fo it &g & TENNOSAN bettle, TENNOSAN being &
mountein in Jeren on vhich & crucisl bzttle in Jepenese history hed been
fouzrht. Locel cuccesscs on LFYTF were festured, btut defests were never
mentioned until finelly cesuel references were mrde to the enemy's occupa-
tion of LFYTF. CSuch incidents neturelly weckened the peorle's feith in

, sovernment remort’s on the war situstion.
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I bclieve the’ ﬂmcond recson for the f£11 of the Government ves the differ-
ence of opinion vithin the  Cebinet iteelf-Zdis: cegreement emong the members
of ‘the Cobinet. Vhen I wesg celled upon to tzke over ¢s PREIIFN, I mycel
hed been opposed to ever brcnmlng PRFMIFR: I hed never wented to be PREIIFR
tut under the cireumstences I felt there vee nothing I could do hut sccept
the post. Therafore I & vcntnd Bil¢ bﬂc me PREUIER.

A

Gen GARDNFR: T heve bern vonderingd Then the penplw lost nonfldrncﬂ in the

covermrent,, liow vee thet trenemitted up to the Covernment? Did the reople
themgelves complein ar hov does 1t-- '

My BARAN: ——manifest ite~1f?

Gen

" I'ree neturelly ine very difficult position
1

Wiy In deliberstion withih the hi”hecfxnirclas,_how cid they know there
res thie Ul"“Oﬂ'”nfmﬂnf emony the people?

Thﬁ-pﬁOblFF' Cisgatiefaction vith the Government would never hsve sppesred
in the papers for feer of uﬁvﬂrnmcn+ reteliotion or beczuse of Government
control. Although peopls vere sfreid of tslking or writing enything emong
themselives becruse of the KFMPEI"—MllltL”V police--the KEMPET vere nzturelly
in touch with things thet were going on snd could rayort eny generel opin-
ions such sg diesctisfection with the Government. In eddition to thst there
vere occasionel g of sabotege vhich neturelly indiceted dissstisfection.

-

0
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ANDFREON

Fhet genersl end/or specific instructions regerding the wer wvere given to
the PRFNMIFR ot thet time--zt the time he szccepted theot ¢ ppointment~=by
ejther the FEMPEFROR or hy *he SUPPFIE WAR COUNCIL?

At the time I bhoceme PF“*IFP I did not receive eny Qirect order from the
FMPFROR, but .I understood clm rly from whet the EMPEROR scid to me et thet
time thnt the FIIPEROR vee vervy much concerned over the siturtion thet JEZPAN
feerd in the ver, #nd he ves very concerned over the desth of civilirns due
to beambine, end the generel cickness £nd the grest number of civilien
cesuclties, rmd the orest losses in the field of brttle. Therefore I wes
~iven to underehend thet it ves the FMPFROR'S desire for me to make every
~ffort +a brine the wor to 2 conclugion ¢¢ quickly as posegible. 8o re
PRTALFR T gtertec our’ vith the purncse of bringing the wer to ¢ close es
guickly =z¢ & '

3
J
1
N
e
3.-
I
B

te pogitive stepg to bring the ver to & clogse end
AY Ou took?

‘l-.

b-cause, on the onc hend I hed
1.0 CEYry. out. D0 *n- besl, of my ebility, th- micsion civen me by the FIPEROR
rense for ¢ conclusim of the ver, vheresg 1f enyone hegrd of this I
etarelly heos heen sttecked rud probebly killed bv people oprnosed to
porliery. fo thet on the one hend, I hed to s dvneete :n inercese in
lh“ ver Ffﬁ”* snd determingtion to fisht on, vherees throurh dlplxmafic
chean=le end sny meeas sveileble, I hea to try to nesoticte vith other
countri=g to stop the ey, ~ at
During ey #nd June (1945) ve ccrried on negotiction wvith RUIFIL sinee
RPUSEIL wees the only neutrsl country left ceccessible. In our negotistions
vith RUSEIL ve progresced go fer thet ve vere on the point of seadins Prince:
KONOYE £g en coent to MOSCOW, but just et thet time the POTEDE.! COUFTFRREICE
hegen end then, ¢ you know, 2fter the POTSDAN CONFERENCE it vas impossible
te make eny hesdwey so thet our negotistigns simply drergged on until fugust,
near the «nd of the wer. -

‘In #nsver to vour question, the only thing to o wes to negntirte with a
neutrel country such ¢ RISEIE to bring the ver to = close, vith the under-
stencdine thet JAPAN would hove to zccept certein terms to effect thet nego-
e

“het wepe specifiec proposcle--concecsions--thet JAPAN wee prepered to zceept
nece e# g hesis for nesotistions through the RUSEI/NS? -
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JAPAN hed not, acturllv been eoble to me ke &any d901“10n reg: rding whet terms
it wonld sccept, principelly breceuse it didn't know whet demends would be
mades There wag no wey of knowinz whet the UNITED NATIONSE wented since no
deplztetioh hed been mede, end JAPAN itself neturelly, under the circum-
ctenees, wes propsred to zccept zlmost eny terms in order to achieve pesce.
Prince KONOYFE wes on the point of roing to MOSCOVW with JAPAN's decision
reverdines vhet terme it vould sccept when the POTEDAIl CONFFPENCE begsn,

~#nd since the nerotisrtion wes still ot 2 point vhere it ween't even clesr

vhether RISCIA vould asct s intermediery or not, we were in & quendary &S
to vhat! the genersl situetion ves end vhat demends we would heve to meet.
Jus! ot thet time the PO SDAY DECLARATION ceme, end thet wes the end of
gttempted neogotietion. | '

Fhet. were the finel political =nd militsry factors thet csured Jepen to
accept the POTSEDANT DRECLARATION?

Mey: T exnlein the ceuses of the end of wer ae being, generelly, degire of
211 hends to prevent tremendous loss of lif'e on "11 csides to. clvilizns end
militerv, £ad from the politicsl zepect the EMPFROR wes terrlbly concerned
over the tremendous losses in personnel :nd the suffering of his people &nd
wented to prevent eny further losses, He elso felt thet eny lending in
JAPLN would ceuse & t emendous lose of life to the Allied countric;, ¢nd he
vented tn prevent thei unnscesecery loss too; therefore he wes desirous of
endins the wer by negotistion. Fyom the militery aSpect.ther@ wee ¢ dif-
feronce of opinion: Some wented to fight it out to the finish enc others
wented to quit. Those vho vented to continue felt thet there wes one thing
JAPAN could do £nd only one thing, snd thet wee to fight it out in ¢ deci-
cive bettls et the very end, leeving it to & question of victory or cefeat
in ¢ decigive bettle vhen tnp AMERTCAHNS 1lrnded in JAPAN itself.

lﬁL

hﬁ'evpr, the outcome of such o battle wee very much in doubt, end in edci-
tirn %o that, whether JAPHN von or lost such a2 batile, it would be perheps
ne nearer wictory beesuge, while perhens we vould lieve won & lecel victory,
ve vould £till heve been precticelly ¢ cdefested netion end could never win
« finel victorr znd rould prohebly succumh to further zttecks from ihe
encmy . In other veorde, euch & decigive bettle, although it might result
in “ietary for JAPEN, would reeult in the end in e probeble defeat, £nd

in env cces ¢ certein tremendouns loss in pergonnel, so more or lecs from
th- poin® nf viewr nf prevenring this tremendous lose of Jrypenecse llVPf

I helirs= thet btotl the politicel zuthority end the mllltcry suthority were
snyione to end th= ver st thet steove.

Ope.pifically, vhet imnortence did the Beron or the SUPREMAE COUNCIL ettech
to the P=2C rir etlecks on JAPIN thet were then beina conducted end the
ihrest ~f on cver—incerecsing intensity, you see, of thet type of cir ctteck
s ~einst JiPAN proper? | |
T mysely reecornized the B-29 &g € very superior weepon. £§ you cin see it
s doing ‘rr-r'mvndnuc Azmege to JAPEN, end in every direction towns end
Pltlﬁﬁ znd homee were being burned up. It ccemed to me unevoideble thet i
the long run JI”IW vould be zlmost destroyed by air etteck so thet merely
on the bosies of the B-29¢ elone I vee convinced thet JAPAN cshould sue for
pecce. On top of the B-Z®Q reide ceme the ATOMTC BOYMB, immedirtely zfter

"the POTSDAM DECLARITION, which wes just one ﬁﬁitiﬁnrl receson for giving

in £nd wee & very good one end zeve us the opportune moment to m'ke open -
nesotictions for peece. I myself on the basis of the B-29 rcids felt thevw
the cruse wes honeless.

Hed thc Jepenege LJPFFJF VAR COUNCIL considered the degree of probsbility
thet fIFRICS might dﬂollnc in invede on the surfezce #nd continue its opere-
+1ﬁn° coiely bv this incressed czeriel bombsrdment? If so, vhet plens hed
thev considered £g ¢ cource of ection thet they could poseibly teke 2geinst
thet tvpe of m111t“ry cction?

(Note: At +this point, Hr. NISHIfURP, T™he Premier's Chief Secretery, ves sdmit-

t~d +to the conferenee.)
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p. The three mein sources of informetion on the subject were: (1) The Uilitery \

' Polirs:  (2) *he Police Hesdquerters of the NATWUSHO (Internel Affeirs Dept.)
and {?) in-estiratore eent out by the Government to find out vhaw the citus-
tion vere in certgin ereas--locel spente of the rovernment who mede cdirect

rorart o
RO

Q. Divect veports to the Government?
A. To 'he Governmen*.,

Mr WISHICURA: ‘ley I explain more fully the functions of these people vho were
representinz the Government: They were not officicls they vere comnittees of
civilizne; they merely formed this committee end would go out znd telk to
people #nd try to zet them to voice their opinions freely.. This we¢ evident-
ly firet adopted ot the time of fdmirsl SUZUKI's teking over es PRIE MINIE-
TFR. It wvas on sccount of the feet thst they were civiliecne, for instence,
thet they were ehle to obtein informetion from civiliszns ¢bout their feeling
toverds the militery.

G. These civiliensg: Under whose control were they?
A. The cebinet itself hed control of them.

Q. In other vords, these peorle vere directly under the Cabinet?

-A' YeS-
Q. %ae informztion on vhet the people were thinkinz et any time the subiect of
Cerinet discussione? -

A. Actuallv the opinione of the neorle vere not discussed in the cebinet--
rerent't brousht un ag a matter of disrussion--but there were veorle in the
Cabinet relled "ad-isors", 2 c¢roup of perhers ten civiliens of whom one ves
the head of this croup of civiliens vho veni out, so there wos & greet deel
of Jisruscion smon~ the ed- isors, bu*t only their rerorte vere re&ad 1o the
fahine! iteclf: 8 sub-committes ves shout vhet it amounted to.

-"I Tl h' == I . o § 4* “ . - L i
9 i dvge Y et of this enb-committes?

€ e T ) Who cot thege rerorts from the
neople in ‘the fiesld?

A, The PREIIFE himeeslf could be celled the nominel hecé of the gqommittee beceuse
i1 wae gprointed by me, but under the PRWIIFR there wés e director of the
committees.

e Dircetor of the Cebinet Advisors?

L. Of the Cebinet Advisore, with verious members essigsned to eech section, but
it wee purcly e temporery affeir, rsnd the personslities clienzed so frequently
thet it vould;be very herd to just pick one men out. The best thing to do

~would he to scy thet I ves the nominzl uead of it.

£
~.
[ |

Thee are just tvo more questions I have: (1) £ifter this director of the
Cebinet fdvisors proup had gathered some meterial  through his sources on vhat
the reople were thinking, coulcd the Baron tell us (&) vhether the cebinet
considered those reports, end (h) whet epecific subjects they would consider
es to vhet the peorle were thinking?

pA. The committecs sent out were sgent out to investigete problems of a2ll netures
in rrepcet to thie peorle, ¢nd so it vould be herd to pick out just eny one.
The neonle vho vere sappointed in cherge of eech perticular'committae were
ppoplm nf ecome iﬁn0r+pnpp’ enc fh@y 1th591V@? in tuarn EpﬁOinth thOSe uncer
them., Thev ven! sut and cerried on these investigstions end then brought
herly their venort, end on the besis of those reports, the Cebhinet would aect,

| ‘ekin* in'n conciderstion *the impliecstions of the reports, snd vould frequent-

lv me%~ echan e on the hagie of +he revorts, so thnet i+ hed some concsidereble
influarnee on the getions of the Cobinet., '




In‘errovetion No Ap__________ s o Riciete _________'mlh_ I . -~ - *= U

A. The SUPRFME VAR COUNCIL, up to the time of the ATOMIC BOMB was dropped,
did not brlisve thet Jepen could be breten by eir stteck zlone. They €leo
believed thet the UNITFD £TETFE vould lend end not ettempt to bomb Jepen
out. of the var. On the other nend there vere meny prominent people who
3id helieve thet the URITFD STATES could win the wer by just bombing elone.
However the CUPREAF VAR COUNCIL, nﬂt_believing‘thet, ned proceaded with the
J. one plen of fishting ¢ decisive bettle st the lending point end wee meking
every possible preperagion to meet such & lending. They proceedec with
thet plan until the ATOMIC BOMB wes dropped, efter vhich they believed the
UNITFD STATES would no longer ettempt to lend when it hed such e superior
- yespon-—thet the UNITED STATES need not lend vhen it hed such ¢ weeponj; &0

¢t thet point they cdecided thet it would bé beot to sge:for‘peéce.

G, Did the SUPRTIF VAP COUNCIL have ¢h ¢ ternetive plen for militery resistence
to meet the evpnt,of_P”FPICﬂ'notilénding but. continuing its cir offensgive
cnd hlockade ereinst JAPEN, not committing themselves to & landing opera-
tion at 211? Did they have @ rlen of cction, & course of ection, to follow
in *hat militery event? ' |

p. TIf the UHITFD E@TATFE hed not lended in JAPAN and had just continued bombingZ
JAPAN, T believ e the SUPREF. VAR OOUNCIL, intencded to ficht AMERICE in the
=ir vith plenes. At that time JAVAN vee on the point of finiching the
de elopment of & superior-type rlene end various other veapons such as
rocket plenes vith vhich ve hoped to offcet the sdventare given you by the
R-29c, ¢o that I believe the alternste rlen vas thet, if you did not lend,
ve vould fi-ht it out vith you in the eir vith the nev equipment which we
hoped *o have evegileble very chortly.

G. Lid you consgider thet the ctzte of the Jenmenece indurtry snd the progres-
cive sttacks that vere being mede on it vould permit the development of en
effective eir weepon to oppose thesge invesions, thesr eir attecks?

A. The Jspenese hed plenned 1o put. their fectories end eir instellstions
undererounc. Although our production hed fellen off, we believed thet,
vith this plen of going undercround, vwe could perheps continuce to menufzc-
ture 1700 plenes ¢ month (thet ig just ¢ figure vhieh I picked &t rendom
oné mey not be cccurste). I em not too fsmilicr vith the subject becesuse
it ie e little bit technicel, end I don't know too much ¢bout it, but 1
helieved thet, by goinz underground we could prevent tombing from heving
very much effect on our cnrtusl strength in production. plthough we hed @
very rll-inelusive plen for roing underground ¢nd fighting it out to ¢
finish, I don't believe ve'd mede much progress on it et the time the wer
ended. -

lr TICHER.

Q. You mrntioned before thet you lerrned the étote of orinion of the peorle
throuzh XFHPF] renort. Te'd like to knov, in peneral, not only thet per-
tiruler medium but in genercl vhet meins vere eveileble to him end his
rzhinet for lrevning vhat the Jepenese peovle vere thinking during the war?

A. T myseelf cdon't nov too, much about;thE d@tai1s of the matter, but just in
ou’ 1ine: neturally vhen g netion is et var, if there is s-botege in fec-
{ories or slsevherc, 11 ie the duty of the militery police gnd ordinery
roliece not only to report thoge. incidente to the militery but sleo to the
‘o ernment, g0 thet ithe Government woulid know.

Tovzrcse the end of the var there vee & coneidereble emount of personel.
friction, perheps vou rould sey, or entipethy betveen civiliene end the
militery. The Government helieved thet such ¢ situstion vould only occur
ot & time when the people hed loct feith in the Governnent. |

¢. Tell, the thing I vented to know is, 1'm interested in the ménner in which
the Cebinet rould be informed cbout. public orinion. You told us before
thet the KFIPFI reports were one mecns of finding out. How about Policc
Ruresu of Home Affeirs linistry--ween't there eny chennel there by which
public opinion wes sent up to Csbinet level? In other words, we went to
find out vhet chennels there were for the Cebinet to leern egbout public
opinion? ‘
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G. . The lescond point I had As PPFMIFR, did vou have egny direct nontrol or

@16 oy makr sny aifrmp* +o control the pollcv on 1nforma#10n put out by the
Phlnﬂ4 Poeﬂd of Tnfnrmttlon and n*hor 1nformcf1v~ partﬂ of th6+GovrrnmPnt?

A. “he commi'tee vhich v2s formed fo investigete: publiec opinion wee formed in
~¢vlv June and didn't e en finish ite work until lste in July so thst ectuecl-
ly it vas too late to hzve muel: effert on the Governmeént beceusc the end of
the var camn alons : hoyprver as & result of the ]H“Pﬂtlﬁrflon;, it ves found
nfoﬁvcpvv to chanse cerigin lsvs snd revise certzin set ‘policies so thet eny
such derisions wére rnnounosd throunh 1he babmef InfOPM¢thn Office by my —
‘aelf st the PRIF' MINIE TFP ALih -

G Evidently'ﬁr HISHIG 3URA is femilier vlth all this : ‘Whet wes his role during
.thie Cebinet? R N |

Cmdr NICIOLET: You were the »ecretcrv of the Csbinet?

"r NIGhI URAY Yer, ag ¢ civilien I wees elso @ temporery civilian eppointtee.
Cmdr NICHOLS: You were ¢ member of the committee? -

Mr. NICHIGURA: Yes, I wes.

G. Tell, thet's fine; we'd very much like to speek to you, psrheps some time 1in
the future. "ho va" the Chief Czbhinet Secreterv?

£A. TIr CAKAITZY,., He wes & very b”ll]l?nt men vith & brosd bscksround snd e great
dezl of educetion. ie ge=emned to knov & lot chout almost &ll subjects. 1
rhoge hiim *o 2el in the Uzbinet bececuss I felt I needed £ strong supporter,
ae & fri-nd, in the Cghinet. Unfertunztcly, beceuse of hig vouth, he wes the
cubj-ct of envy of varimue other memhers of the Cebinet, £nd tbere VETE oven
P orle vho ceme to me end ssked if 1 didﬂ'+ think it woulc bhe & rood thing

‘o et rid of thic men. I believrs it ves simply becsuce of hls vouth thet

he vee *he subiect of envys T myself bz 1in=# thet he is e very herd vorker,
en indus*rious po P~oq, end thet he hes & greet future, end thet Jencn nust
rely on men like SLRAMFZU to roconstruct Jaren 1n tre fulture.

I wvent io meks i* quite elear thet, in the Jsreuese political fremevork, the
men vhoe is recrongible fFor eventr——politicel events—-ies the PREIIFR. lie 1is
armdinted end he himeelf in turn 2prointe 211 his verious Cebinet members.
A1l deciecione reletive 10 wovernment policies enc cetions ere mece in differ-
~n' councils &nd cd=cided upon by verious grouns ingice thic Government. Theilr
decigione ere then submitted for epprovel to the EMPFROF, so that &1l poli-

ci=e end eeotions telken hv the Jemenese Government sre reelly the product of the
Government iteelf, of vhich the PRIIF 'TINISTFR is the heed. Politicel deci-
sione cennot he rorerded =g the responsibility of the EUMPFROR,

LJ

Ordinerily sreeking, c¢ven though He himeclf mey b- oprosed to the nrerosed
plens or rolicieg, the FIPFROP will cporove them. Therefore I went it very
clesrly undrrtfnon thct the PRIVF TINISTER throuchout recent Jepenerce history
ie the men vho is respongihle for the ections of the Jepenese Government.
Thet is, ulih only tvo excertioas: (1) In the Februery 26 incident of 1936,
the F'IPFROR himself volunterily orcernd Jepenese troops to atteck the revo-
lutioneriers berriceded in TOKYOD becruse the Government hecd mere or less split
ups the PRITMIFR weoe in bhiding, vericus Cebinet members couldn't be found, o
of his ovn volition ths FIPFPOR order~d the Army te put dowvn the revolt;

(2) et the end of the wer, just recentlv, he zgein reve his ovn personel
orcder to cton the wer, These cre tho only txo occesions upon which the Fm-
peror hes ~¥ereiged hic rersonel pover,

r

e eituetion et the end of the ver veg, thet no ons could s7ree on whether
to ~on*inue +tu~ ver or to end it. Tb»"r vers thos» who wented to end the wer
hr a nerotis’ »d peece snd those vho vanted to firht it out to the lest, end
no me'try nor megny srouments end mectings ve hed, ve ecould ancver get £ com-
plete porooment ‘spvvhors in the covernment. Thaorefore I ves siven the tesk
of pr-e=n*in- to ¥he FIPFROR the Government's split decision on vhetheor to
com inae the ver or o end it. I went to point out thezt in this paerticuler
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case the FIIPFROR himself msde the decision to end the wear beczuse of his
parsonsl greivance over the suffering of his peorle end clso becesuse of his
humenistis feeling in regerd to the loes of life which would be involved by
hoth sides in e lending operation ‘and & fight to the finish.

This is en extremely difficult point to uncderstend, the role of the EMFEROR
snd the PPFMIFR in Jepenese policy, end I don't believe there is zny country
in the world thet hee 2 similer orgenizetion. 1 went the EUPFROR'e position
to e mede verv clesy o thet it vwill e understood. On the second occesion
when the FIPEROR took hie sctive role in politices, &t the end of the wer, it
ves hecsurce the PREMIFR, ¢4 hic direetion, hea been ehle to leed the Govern-
ment up Yo ¢ point where it could be left to the EMPFFOF to meks the deci-
¢iony in other worcdsz, I hed nrepecred the vwey., '

Fnd of Interroczt.ion
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