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« Now a certain feeling of uncertainty has sprung up in my mind; and this faith
have I in the Samana Gotama, that he, methinks, is able so to present the truth that
I may get rid of this feeling of uncertainty. ’

Then Subhadda went to Anandy, and said to him: ¢Thas T have haard from fellow
wanderers «eceeeenn and this faith have I in him that he, methinks, is able so to present
the truth that I may get rid of this {eeling of uncertainty. O that, even T, Ananda,
might be allowed to see the Samana Gotama!’

But Ananda said to the Wanderers Subhadda: *Enough! friend Subhadda. Trouble
not the Tathigata. The Exalted One is weary.’ And again Subhidla made the same
request till the third time, and received the same answer.

Now the Buddha overheard this conversation of Ananda with Subhadda and called
Ananda and said to him: *Tt is enoagh, Ananda! Do not keep out Subhadda. Subhadda
may be allowed to see the Tathiguta. Whatever Subhadda may ask of me, he will ask
from a desire for knowledge, and not to annoy me. And whatever I may say in answer
to his question, that he will quickly understand.” Then Ananda said to Subhadda:
‘Enter in, friend Subhadda, for the Exalted One gives you leave.’

Then Subhadda went to the place where the Buddha was, and said to him: . “The
leaders in religious life who are heads of companies of disciples and students, well
known, renowned, founders of schools of doctrine, esteemed as good men by the
multitude —— Puriina Kassapa, Makkhali Gosali-putta, Ajita Kesakambala, Pukkuda
Kaccilyana, Sanjaya Belatthi-putta, and Nigantha Nata-putta — — have they all, according
to their own assertion, thoroughly understood things? or have they not? or are there
some of them who have understood, and some who not ??

‘Enough Subhadda! Let this matter rest whether they, according their own assertion,
have thoroughly understood things, or whether they have not, or whether some of them
have understood and some have not! The truth, Subhadda, will T teach you. Listen
well to that, and give ear attentively, and I will speak! In whatever doctrine and
discipline, Subhadda, the Aryan eightfold path is not found, neither in it is there
found a man of true saintliness of the first, of the second, of the third, of the fu;urth
degree. And in whatever doctrine and discipline, the Aryan eightfold path is found, in
it is found the men of tiuve saintliness of the first, of the second, of the third, or of
the fourth degree. Now in this doctrine and discipline, Subhadda, is found the Aryan
eightfold path, and in it too are found, Subhadda, the men of true saintliness of all the

four degree. Void are the systems of other teachers void of true saints. And in this

one, Subhadda, may the brethren live the Life that’s Right, so that the world not
bereft of Arahants.
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thought may be arise:
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‘Dut twenty-nine was I when 1 renounced

The world, Subhadda, sceking after Good.

For fifty years and one year more, Subhadda,
Since I went out, a pilgrim have 1 been

Through the wide realm of System and of Law ———
Outside of that no victory can he won !

*Yea, not of the first, nor of the third, nor of the fourth degree. Void are the

systems of other teachers —— void of true saints. DBut in this one, Sabhaddi, may the

brethren live the perfect life, that the world be not bereft of Arahants.’

And when he had thus spoker, Subhadda said to the Buddha: ¢Most excellent,
lord,

are the words of thy mouth, most excellent!......... And I betake myself,

lord,
to the Exalted One as my refuge,

to the truth and to the Order. I would fain be

accepted as a probationer under the Exalted One, as a full member in his Order.’

‘Whosoever, Subhadda, has formerly been a follower of another doctrine, and

thereafter desires to be received into the higher or lower grade in this Dhamma and

Vinaya, he remains on probation for the space of four months; and at the end of the

four months, the brethren, exalted in spirit, receive him into the lower or into the

higher grade of the order. Nevertheless in this case I acknowledge the difference in

persons’ And the Buddha ordered Ananda to receive Subhadda into the Order.
So Subhadda was received into the higher grade of the Order under the Exalted

One; and he, after his ordinction, remained alone and separate, earnest, zealous, and

And ere long he attained to that supreme goal of the higher life, and he

became conscious that birth was at an end, that the higher life has been ful;illed, that
all that shoull be done has beem accomplished,

re<olved.

and that after this present life there
would be no beyond! So the venerable Subhadda became yet another among the Arahants!

and he was the last disciple whom the Exalted One himself converted.

Now the Buddha addressed Ananda and said: *It may be that in scme of you the

“ The word of the master is ended, we have no teacher more ! ”

But it is not thus, Ananda, that you should regard it. The Truths and Rules of the

Order, which I have set forth and laid down for you all, let them, after I am gone, be
the Teacher to you.’
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*inanda! when I am gome, address not one another in the way in which the

brethren heretofore addressed each other ——— with the epithet that is, of “ Avuso ”

(Friend). A yunger brother may be addressed by aw elder with his name, or his family

name, or the title * Friend.” But an elder should be addressed by a younger brother

as *“Sir” oras *“ Venerable Sir. »

¢ When I am gone, Ananda, let the Order, if it should so wish, abolish all the

lesser and minor precepts.

¢When I am gone, Ananda, let the higher penalty be imposed on brother Channa.’
¢ But what, lord, is the higher peénalty?’, asked Ananda.
g i ]

¢ Let Channa say whatever he may like, Ananda, the brethren should neither speak

to him, nor exhort him, nor admonish him.’

—

Then the Exalted One addressed the brethren, and said:-

* It may be, brethren,
that there may be doubt or misgiving in the mind of some brother as to the Buddha, or

the doctrine, or the path, or the method. Inquire, bretheen, freely. Do not have to

reproach yourselves afterwards with the thought:

“ Our teacher was face to face

with us, and we could not bring ourselves to inquire of the Exalted One when we were
face to face with him,” ’

And when he had thus spoken the brethren were silent.

And again the second and the third time the Exalted One said to the brethren,

mn
the same “‘Pay: ----------------------- Sresssesssasdse R iBBatansnnanne

And even the third time the brethren were silent, So the Buddha said thus: «.
It may be, brethren, that you put no questions out of reverence for the teacher. Let

one friend communicate to another.’

And when he had thus spoken, they were silent.

And Ananda said to the Exalted One:——*IHow wonderful a thing is it, lord, and

how marvellous! Verily, I believe that in this whole assembly of the brethren, there

is not one brother who has any doubt or misgiving as to the Buddha, or the doctrine,
or the path, or the method!

eIt is out of the fullness of faith that thou hast spoken, Ananda! But, Ananda,
the Tathdgata knows for certain that in this whole assembly of the brethren there s not

one brother who has any doubt or misgiving as to the Buddha,

or the doctrine, or the
path, or the method!

For even the most backward, Ananda, of all there five hundred
brethren has become converted, is no longer liable to be born in a state of suffering,

and is assured of hereafter attaining to the Enlightenment.
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entered into the state of mind to which the infinity of space is alone present.

passing out of the mere consciousness of the infinity of space he entered into the fourth
stage of Rapture, and into the third,

1581

Then the Buddha said to the brethren: *Behold now, brethren,

I exhort you,
saying: *“Decay is inherent in all component things !

Work out your salvation with
diligence! ” * This was the last word of the Tathigata !

Then the Buddha entered into the first stage of Rapture.  And rising out of the
first stage he passed into the second and into the third and into the fourth, then rising
out of the fourth he entered into the state of mind to which the infinity of space is
alone present. And passing out of the mere consciousness of the infinity of space he

entered into the state of mind to which the infinity of thought is alone present. And

passing out of the mere consciousness of the infinity of thought he entered into a state

of mind to which nothing at all was specially present. And passing out of the conscious-

ness of no special object he fell into a state between consciousness and unconscic

MISNCSS.
And passing out of the state between consciousness and unconsciousness he fell into a

state in which the consciousness both of sensations and of ideas had wholly passed away.

Then Ananda said to the venerae Anuruddha: ‘O my lord,

O Amuruddha, the
Exalted One is dead,”

*Nay, brother Ananda, the Exalted One is not dead.

e has entered into that
state in which both sensations and ideas have ceased to be.’

Then the Exalted One passing out of the state in which both sensations and ideas

have ceased to be,

entered into the state between consciousness and UNCONSCIONSHeSS.

And then he entered into the state of mind to which nothing at all is specially present,
And after that he eantered into the state of mind to which the infinity of thought is

alone present. And passing out of the mere consciousness of the imfinity of thought he

And

into the second and into the first.  And again

passing out of the first stage of Rapture he entered into the second. And passing out of
the second stage he entered into the third

And passing out of the third stage he

entered into the fourth stage of Rapture. And passing out of the last stage of Rapture
he immediately expired.

———

When the Exalted One died there arose, at the moment of his passing out of the

existence, a mighty earthquake, terrible and awe - inspiring: and the thunders of heaven
burst fouth.

when the Exalted One died, Brahmi Sahampati, at tha moment of his passiug away

from existence, uttered this stanza ;: —
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¢ They all, all beings that have life, shall lay

Aside their complex form ——— that aggregation

Of mental and material qualities,

That gives them, or in heaven or on earth,

Their fleeting individuality !

E'en as the teacher —— being such a one,

Unequalled among all the men that are,

Successor of the prophets of old time,

Mighty by wisdom, and in insight clear —

Has died.’
When the Exalted One died, Sakka, the king of the gods, at the moment of his passing
away from existence, uttered this stanza: —

¢ They're transient all, each being’s parts and powers,

Growth is their very nature, and decay.

They are produced, they are dissolved again:

To bring them all into subjection that is bliss.’
When the Exalted One died, the venerable Anuruddha, uttered these stanzas:-——
*When he who from all craving want was {ree,
Who to Nirviina’s tranquil state had reached,
When the great sage finished his span of life,
No pasping struggle vexed that steadfast” heart !
All resolute, and with unshaken mind,
He caimly triumphed o'er the pain of death.
£'en as a bright flame dies away, so was
The last emancipation of his heart.

When the Exalted One died, the venerable Ananda, uttered this stanza:

* Then was there terror!

Then stood the hair on end

When he endowed with every grace ——

The supreme Buddha —-— died !’
When the Exalted One died, of these of the brethren who were not yet free from the
passions, some streched out their arms and wept, and some fell headlong on the ground,

rolting to and fro in anguish at the thought *Too soon has the Exalted One died! Too

soon has the Happy One passed away! Too soon has the Light gone out in the world!
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But those of the brethren who were free from the passions bore their grief collected

and composed at the thought: — ‘Impermanent are all component things ! How is it possible
that they should not be dissolved !’
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Then Anuruddha exhorted the brethren, and said: —— *Enough, wmy brethren!

weep not, neither lament! IHas not the Exalted One formerly declared this to us, that
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it 1s in the very nature of all things near and dear unto us, that we must divide our-
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selves {rom them, leave them, sever ourselves from them? How then, brethren, can

=

this be possible

that whereas anything whatever born, brought into being, and
organized, contains within itself the inherent necessity of dissolution ——- how then

can this be possible that such a being should not be dissolved? No such condition can

exist! Even the spirits, brethren, will reproach us.’
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‘But of what kind of spirits, Sir, is the venerable Anuruddha thinking ? '’

“There are spirits, brother Ananda, in the sky, but of worldly mind, who dishevel

s

their hair and weep, and stretch forth their arms and weep, fall prostrate on the ground,

>

=

and roll to and fro in anguish at the thought: *“ Too soon has the Exalted One died! Too
soon has the Light gone out in the world ! ” There are spirits, too, Ananda, on the
earth, and of worldly mind, who tear their hair and weep, and stretch forth their
arms and weep, fall prostrate on the ground, and roll to and fro in anguish at the

thought: *“Too soon has the Blessed One died! Too soon has the Happy One passed
away ! Too soon has the Light gone out in the world!”

RO
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‘ But the spirits who are free
from passion bear it, calm and sell-possessed, mindful of the saying which begins: ——.
“Impermanent indeed are all component things. How then is it possible that such a
being should not be dissolved ? ”
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Now Anuruddha and . nanda spent the rest of that night in religious discourse. Then

Anuruddha said to Ananda: —— *Go nrow, brother .inanda, mto IKusinira and inform

'
"

the Mallas of Kusinira, saying : —— “The Exalted One, O Vasetthas, is dead; do,

then, whatever seemeth to you fit!”

¢ Even so, lord!’ said Ananda, in assent to Anuruddha. And having robed himself

RER S

eary in the morning, he took his bowl, and went into Kusinira with one of the brethren
as an aitendant.

Now at that time the Mallas of Kusinira were assembled in the council hall concer-
ning that very matter,
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And the venerable Ananda went to the council hall of the Mallas of Kusinra;

and he infomed them, saying: —— *The Blessed One, O Visetthas, is dead; do, then,
whatever seemeth to you fit!
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And when they had heard this saying of the venerable Ananda, the Mallas, with
their young men and their maidens and their wives, were grieved, and sad, and afflicted
at heart. And some of them wept, dishevelling their hair, and some stretched forth
their arms and wept, and some roled to and fro in anguish at the thought: —— *Too

soon has the Exalted One died! Too soon has the Happy One passed away! Too soon
has the Light gone out in the world !’

—

Then the Mallas of Kusinira gave orders to their attendants, saying: — *Gather
tozether perfumes and garlands, and all the music in Kusinira !

And the Malas of Kusinira took the perfumes and garlands, and all the musical
instruments, and five hundred suits of apparel, and went to the Upavattana, to the Sili
Grove, where the body of the Exalted One lay. There they passed the day in paying
honour, reverence, respect, and homage to the remains of the Exalted One with dancing,
and hym s, and music, and with garlands and jerfumes; and in making canopies of
their garments, and preparing decoration wreaths to hang thereon,

Then the Mallas of Kusinira thought: *It is too late to burn the body of ths
Buddha to-day. Let us now perform the cremation to-morrow.” And in paying honour,
reverence, respect, and homage to the remains of the Buddha, they passed the second
day too and then the third day and the fourth and fifth and the six day also.

Then on the seven day the Mallas of Kusinira thought : *Let us carry the body of
the Buddha by the south and outside, to a spot on the south and outside of the city,
paying it honour and reverence, and respect and homage with dance and song and music,
with garlands and perfume, and there, to the south of the city, let us perfome the crema-
tion ceremony!’

And thereupon eight chieftains among the Mallas bathed their heads and clad them-
selves in new garments with the intention of bearing the body of the Buddha.  But,
behold, they could not lift it up! Then the Mallas said to Anuruddha: <What, lord,
can be the rzason, what can be the cause, that eight chieftains of Mallas are unable to
lift it up?® *It is because you, Visetthas, have one purpose, and the spirits have another
purpose. ’

‘But what, lord, is the purpose of the spirits ?’ ‘Your purpose, O Visetthas, is
this: Let us carry the body of the Buddha, by the south, and outside, to a spot on the
south, and outside of the city, and there, to the south of the city, let us perfome the

cremation ceremony. But the pirpose of the spirits is this: Let us carry the body of
the Baddha by the north to the north of the city, and entering the city by the north
gate, let us bring it through the midst of the city into the midst thercof.
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And going out again by the the eastern gate, let us carry it to the shrine of the Mallas

ERREERES
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called Makuta-bandhana, to the east of the city, and there let us perform the cremation
ceaemony.’ * Even according to the purpose of the spirits, so, lord, let it he.’

Then immediately all Kusinira down even to the dust bins and rubbish heaps became
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strewn knee-deep with Mandirava floweas from heaven! and while both the spirits from
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the skies, and the Mallas of Kusinira upon earth, paid honour, and reverence, and respect,

and homage to the body of the Buddha, with dance and song and music with garlands
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and with perfumes, they carried the body by the north to the north of the city; and
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entering the city by the north gate they carried it through the midst of the eity into the
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midst thereof ; and going out again by the eastern gate they carried it to the shrine of
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the Mallas called Makuta bandhana; and there to the east of the city, they laid down
the body of the Buddha.

Then the Mallas said to Ananda: *“What should be done, lord, with the remain of
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the Tathigata?’ ©As men treat the remains of a king of kings, so, Visetthas, should
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they treat the remains of the Tathigata)

=

‘And how, lord, do they treat the remains of a king of kings?’ Ananda told the

E =

Mallas of Kusinira as he had been told by the Buddha. Therefore the Mallas gave orders
te their attendants, saying: *Gather together all the carded cotton wool of the Mallas !’
Then the Mallas wrapped the bedy of the Buddha in a new cloth. And when that
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was done, they wrapped it in carded cotton wool. Aud when was done, “they wrapped
it in a new cloth, and so on till they wrapped the body of the Buddha in five hundred
layers of both kinds. And then they placed the body in an oil vessel of iron, and
Covered that close up with another oil vessel of iron, And then they built a funeral
pyre of all kinds of perfumes, and upon it they placed the body of the Buddha.

Now at that time the venerable Mahi Kassapa was journeying along the high road
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from Piva to Kusinira with a great company of the brethren, with about five hundred
of the brethren. And Mahi Kassaya left the high road, and sat himself down at the -
foot of a certain tree.  Just at that time a certain naked ascetic wh> had pickel up a
Mandirava flower in Kusinara was coming along the high road to Pivi. Now Mahi Kas-
sapa saw the naked ascetic coming in the distance; and when be had seen he said to
that naked ascetic: ‘O friend! surely thou knowest our Master ?’

‘Yea, Friend! I know him. This day the Samana Gotama has been dead a week !
That is how I obtained this Mandirava flower.’
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On that of those of the brethren who were not yet free from the passions, some stret-

ched cut their arms and wept, and some fell headlong on the ground, and some reeled

to and fro in anguish at the thought: *Too soon has the Exalted One died! Too soon

has the Happy One passed away! Too soon has the Light gone out in the world! *

But those of the brcthren who were free from the passions bore their grief self-posses-

sed and composed at the thought: ‘Impermanent are all component things! How is it

possible that they should not be dissolved ?°’

Now at that time a brother Subhadla, who had been received into the Order in his

old age, was seated in that company. IHe said to those brethren: *Enough, sirs! Weep

not, neither lament! We are well rid of the great Samana. We used to be annoyed by

being told: “This beseems you, this bescems you not.” Dut gow we shall be able to

do whatever we like; and what we do not like, that We shall rot have to do !’

But Mahd Kassapa exhorted the brethren; ¢ Enough, my brethren! Weep not, neith-
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er Jament! Has not the Exalted One formerly declared this, that it is in the very nature

of all things near and dear unto us that we must divide ourselves from them, leave them,

sever ourselves from them? How then, brethren, can this be possible that such a being,

born, brought into being, and organized and which ,contains within itself the inherent

necessity of dissolution should not be dissolved? No such condition can exist!

Now just at that time four chieftains of the Mallas had bathed their heads and clad
themselves in new garments with intention of setting on fire the funeral pyre of the Bud-

dha. But, behold, they were not able to set it alight: Then the Mallas said to Anurud-
dha: *“What, lord, can be the reason, and what the cause of this?’

the spirits, Visetthas, is difierent.’

“ The purpose of
‘ But what, sir, is the purpose of the spirits ?’

*The purpose of the spirits, ) Vasetthas, is this: —— That venerable brother Maha
Kassapa is now journeying along the way from Piva 1o Kusinira with a great company
of the brethren. The funeral pyre of the Exalted Ond shall not catch fire until Maha
Kassapa shall have been able to salute the feet of the Exalted One,’

Then Mahi Kassapawent on to Makuta -bandhana of Kasinira, to the place where

the funeral pyre of the Buddha was. And when he had come up to it he arranged his

robs on one shoulder; and after bowing down with clasped hands, he thrice walked rever-
ently round the pyre, and them, uncovering th: feet, he bowed down in reverence at the
feet of the Buddha. And those five hundred bLrethren did the same as Kaha Kassepa did,

And when the homage of Mahi Kassapa and of those five hundred brethren was ended
the funeral pyre caught fire of itself.
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Now as the body of the Buddha burned itself away, from the skin and the integu-
ment, and the {resh and the nerves, and the fluid of the joints, neither soot nor ash was
seen. Ounly the bones remained behind. Just as one sees no soot no ash when ghee or

oil is burned; so it was. Only the bones remained behind. And of those five hundred

pieces of raiment the very innermost and outermost were both consumed.
Then the Mallas surrounded the bones of the Buddha in their council hall with a lat-
tice work of spears and with a rampart of bows: and there the seven days they paid

honour, and reverence, and respect, and homage to them with dance and song and music,
and with garlands and perfumes.

Now the king of Magadha, Aj tasattu, the son of the queen of the Videha clan,
heard the news that the Buddha had died at Kusin:ra.

Then the king of Magadha, Ajiitasattu, sent a messenger to the Mallas, saying, ——

*The Exalted One was a Kshatriya and so am I. I am worthy to receive a portion of

the relics of the Exalted One. Over the remains of the Buddha will I put up a sacred
cairn, and in their honour will I celebrate a feast !’
And the Licchavis of Vesali

heard the same news, and sent a messenger to the
Mallas, saying : ——

‘The Exalted One was a Kshatriya and so are we. We are worthy
to receive a portion of the relics of the Exalted One. Over the remains of the Buddha

will we put up a sacred cairn, and in their honour will we celebrate a feast!’

And-the Sikiyas of Kapila-vatthu heard the same news, and

sent a messenger to the
Mallas, saying :——

“The Buddha was the pride of our race. We are worthy to receive

a portion of the relics of the Exalted One. Over the remains of the Exalted One will

We put up a sacred cairn, and in their honour will we celebrate a feast!’
And the Bulis of Allakappa heard the

same news and sent a messenger to the Mal.
las, saying :—— ¢ The

Buddha was a Kshatriya and so are we. We are worthy to receive

a portion of the relics of the Exalted One. Over the remains of the Exalted One will

We put up a sacred cairn, and in their honour will we celebrate a feast!’
And the Koliyas of Rimagima heard the same news, and sent a messenger to the Mallas,
saying : ‘The Exalted One was a Kshatriya and so are we. We are worthy to re-

ceive a portion of the relics of the Exalted One. Over the remains of the Exalted One
will we put up a sacred cairn, and in their honour will we celebrate a feast!
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And the brahmin of Vethadipa heard the same news, and sent a messenger to the
Mallas saying: ‘The Exalted One was a Kshatriya, and I am a brahmin. I am worthy

to receive a portion of the relics of the Buddha. Over the remains of the Buddha will
I put up a sacred cairn, and in their honour will I celebrate a feast!’

And the Mallas of Pivd heard the news of the death of the Buddha, and sent a
messenger to the Mallas, saying: *The Exalted One was a Kshatriya and so are we.
We are worthy to receive a portion of the relics of the Buddha. Over the remains of the
Buddha will we put up a sacred cairn and in their honour will we celebrate a feast !’

When they heard these things the Mallas of Kusindra spoke the assembled crowds,
saying: ‘The Exalted One died in our village domain. We will not give away any part

of the remains of the Exalted One!’ When they had spoken, Dona the brahmin address-
ed the assembled crowds, and said :

*Hear, gracious sirs, one single word from me.
Forberance was our Buddha wont to teach.
Unseemly is it that over the division
Of the remains of him who was the best of beings
Strife should arise, and wounds; and war!
Let us all, sirs, with one accord unite
In friendly harmony to make eight portions.
Wide spread let cairn spring up in every land
That in the Light of the world mankind may trust] ’
*Do thou then, O brahmin, thyself divide the remains of the Exalted One equally

into eight parts, with fair division,’

‘Be it so sirs! said Dona the Brahmin, in assent, to the assembled brethren. And

he divided the remains of the Buddha equally into eight parts, with fair division. And
he said to them: *“Give me, sirs, this vessel, and I will set up over it a sacred cairn,

and in their honour will I establish a feast.” And they gave the vessel to Dona the
brahmin.

And the Moriyas of Pippalivana heard the news that the Buddha had died at Kusi-

nira, and sent a messenger to the Mallas, saying:

‘*The Exalted One was a Kshatriya
and so are we.

We are worthy to receive a portion of the relics of the Exalted One.
Over the remains of the Exalted One will we put up a sacred cairn, and in their honour

will we celebrate a feast!’ And when they heard the answer, saying: *There is no

portion of the remains of the Exalted One left over. The remains of the Exalted One
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