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Marine Insurance

The Question of Delay in Transit.

R. H, WALLACE

Conditions brought about by the war in
China have added considerably to the diffic™
ulties comfronting Underwriters and numerous
contingencies, not normally encountered, have
now to be taken into consideraton mm the
writir,g of marine busicess One of the most
common is that of delay m transit,

It 1s an imphied condition of every marine
voyage policY that the adventure insured be
prosecuted throughout 1ts course with reason-
able despatch or, to express 1t more congsely,
the ordinary course of transit only 1s covered,
The question thereupon arises as to what
constihites “the ordinary course of transit ',
In normal times, whereas a fortmight would
probably have sufficed for the completion of
customs and transhippng formalities now
however, at most ports affected by the hos -
ihtles a much longer penod 1s invanably
required, As this longer period at transhipping
ports and other points en route must now be
locked upon as normal and customary it
foilows, sirc: the mafter 1s beyond the control
of the assured that full Protection 1s afforded
throughout by the ordinary policy, Of course,
if the delay is deliberate}y brought about by

the assured to suut his own convenience then,

unless the Company 1s notifted and additionae
premium pard the policy is automatically
vaided, However apart from such interference
on the part of the assured Underwnters have
now to resign themselves to voyages of much
longer duration than was the case before the
outbreak of hostilities and, what is more under
far less favourable conditions,

Unfortunately this state of affairs does
not appear to have Leen followed by a com-
mensurate increase in rates and until this
oc.urs the position 1s bound to react to the
detnment of Underwniters,

A natural sequel of delay intransit is
the accumulation of cargoes which is bound
to occur at transhlppm—g points as a result
of 1nd,vidual shnpments_:ﬂe:d up,Thi, m
turn may conce'vably resu t 1n Un-derwriterst
having a large aggregation of hability at
such Places of which they maynot alwa:ys
be aware,

The whole question, therefore 15 one
which requires careful watching and Under-
w.tiers by exchanging mmformation coming
mto themr possession, can materially assist in
ove coming the difficultzes and pitfalls com-

mon to all,
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