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TWENTY-SIX MEN AND A GRL

There ‘v‘verre‘ six—and-twentj of us—sixennd-twenty’
*living machines! in a dam», underpround cellar, where
from morning till night we knended dough and ro!led it
into kringels, Opposiie the underdro nd wmdo-v of our
cellar ‘was a'bmckeé area, oreen and mwﬂdv with mois-
ture . The window was nrotscted from outside with
aclo<e iron’ grating, and the hght of the sun could not
pxe_rce thmugh the window pamnes, *covered as they were
with fleur dust.?

‘@ur-'i emp]ovei" had bars @i§ed in .front of the
wmdows, so that we should not ke able to give n bit of
hts bread - to p'155m< beogars, or to anyiof our fellows
w‘hc Fete Wovt of werls amd hungry . Our empigwer;
ca'led us rovues, ang 2V Ue half-refien téipe to 'ekatjorj‘,;
d?zrfﬁﬁdlaziy meal, instead of mant, R Wa§»‘.§We‘lteriag1§-
close 'n_fbr us *coopsd up int that stong 11n:’e;';,fround~
ch:k%&gr, uader the low, heavy, sc. -ulaca.ened g:ob,n
webby c:iling . Dreax‘_é and sickxsumg ‘was our “life’
between ils thick, ;Iirtw', mmﬂdy walié .

Unrefrested, and with o tozling of *not hmvmg hac}
our sleep out, we used to get up at five o clcck in the‘
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morning; and before six, w= were alrendy seated, *worn
out® and apatheiic, at the table, rolling out the dough
which our motes had already prepared while we slept.
The whole day, from ten in the early morning until ten
at night, some of us‘ sat round 'that table, working up
in o v hands the yieldiné paste, rolling it to and fro so
that- should not get stiff; while the others kneaded
the sw.'ling mass of dough, And the whole day the
simmarin';j water in the ketile, where the kringels were
‘being cocked, sang low and sadly; and the baker’s shovel
scraped harshly over the oven floor, as he threw the
slippery bits of dough out of the kettle on the heated
bricks.

From morning 1ill evenin@%od was burning in
the oven, and the red giow of the fire gleamed and
flickered over the walis of the bake-shop, as if silentllv
mocking us. The giant oven was like the misshapen
head of a2 monster in a fair;; tale; it thrust itself up out
of the floor, cpened wide ;iaws, full of glowing fire, and
blew hot breath upon us;’ it seemed to be ever watching
out of its black air-holes our interminable work.
Those two deep holes were like eyes.—the cold, piti-
less eyes of a monster . They watched us always with
the same darkened glance, as if they *were weary of
seeing? before them such eternal slaves, from whom
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they could expect nothing humar, and {Herefore Scorngd
them with the cold ssora of wisdonm,

In meal dust, in the mud wiich we Lrought in from
the ;;ar_d'on our boots, in ihe Lot, sticky atmeiphess,
“®day in, ddy out,’ wo rollad “ﬂe Téunek into hria age s,
‘;whxch we moistenad with cur. o swani. Nul we .:;t@jl
our Work wzth a glowing n:;..ci, we ‘never ate wﬁ'a"t

had ‘passéd tkrourh our ha and *bre:errad “ﬁlacl.

bread to? Lr!n‘ els.  Gililig of Losite cach cther, a_t,a
long ta‘ le—-nire f..' Do i e o tas el oL hrnTs and

v

»fmgers meckanicnil D olug ool T T e s, il we

wite so ncoustamad 10 I . T ,ut whs Ay kAt we
Qeased :.0 PRy ARy Sl
) We ;..‘." ’LE B

'eé.'ch G %’é‘l:i:ew every wrink'e of Bls matll? ﬂ,.es.‘VIt

-was 4 Iong alco ‘bferkiivie Lagl- "*;.‘.u.;.u ,amos“ :

o zors iy, that

every tcpic of ccn_w:a:x, Lo Thot s :'mv v. y'ere
Dl L ek e o
most of the tm sileat, walens wo o ol Lndffing ezch
‘ gfher; but one casfnr Alwaxs find semeil oy abont
“which to chaif ano! ther man, cspeu.,«mv when. hat,maﬂ
is one ’s mate. 1§,~ ither were we mu.‘l Ly ;, 7en tou
*fmdmsv fault wu‘bl‘ ong aristt "er, L f‘n“:e ,;*’could‘
one of us poor devils Lein a po:i‘. a tw un a f“.‘x:it wit:n
another , when we were all of us ha‘f dead and,; *as
it were,13 ¥turned to stonerit ¥or the heavy drudgery
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seemed to crush all feeling out of us. But silence is
only terrible and fearful for those who have said every=
thing and have nothing more to say to each other;
for men, on the contrary, who have never cegun {o
communicate with one another, it is easy and simples,

Sometimes, too, we sang; and this is how it happensd
that we began to sing; one of us would sigh dzeply ia
the midst of our toil, like an overdri-en lzorge, and then
we would begin cne of those songs whose gentle swaying
melody seems always to ease the burden on ‘he singer’s
heart,

At first one sang by himself, and we othrs satin
silence listening to his solitaryg@n:;, which under the
heavy vaulted roof of the cella}, died gradually away,
and became extinguished, like a little fire in the steppes,

_on a wet autumn night, when the gray heaven hangs
like a heavy mass over the earth, Then another would
*#join in with!® the sipger, and now two soft, sad voices
would break into song in ¥our narrow, dull hole- of a
cellar, 18 Suddonly others would join in, and the song
wonld roll forward like a wave, would grow lcuder and
swell V;xpyvard, wll it would seem as if the damp, foul
walls of our stone prison were widening out and open-
ing, Then, all six-and-twenty of us would be singing;
oty loud, harmonious song would fill the whole cellar,
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our voices would iravel outside and beyond, striking,
as it were, against the walls in moaning sobs and sighs,
moving our hearts with soft, tantalizing ache, tearing
open old wounds, and awakening longings.

The singers would sigh deeply and heavily; suddenly
one would become silent and listen to the cthers singing,
then let his voice flow once more in *the common tide,?
Another would exclaim in a stifled voice, ¢ Ahl?* and
wouyld shut his eyes, while the deep, full sound waves
would show him, as it were, a road, in front of him—a
sunlit, broad road in the distance, which he himsglf, in
thought, wandered along,

But the flame flickers once more in the huge |oven;
the baker scrapes incessantly with his shovel, the|water
simmers in the kettle, and the flicker of the fire on the
wall dances as before in silent mockery. While *in
other men’s words we sing our dumb grief,’® the weary
burden of live men *robbed of the sunlight,!s the burden

of slaves.

So we lived, we six-andetwenty, in the vauli-like
cellar of a great stone house, and we suffered each one
of us’, ‘as if we had to bear on our shoulders the iwhole
three storeys of that house,

But we had something else good; besides the.singe
ing__something we loved, that perhaps tock thj place

10—
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of the sunshine;

In the second storey of our house there was estab-
lished a gold-embroiderer’s shop, and there, living
among the other' embroidery girls, was ‘'anya, a litile
maid-servant of sixteen. Every morning there peeped
in through the glass door a rosy littie face, with merry
bhie eyes; while a ringing, tendsr voice called out to us!

«Little prisoners! Have you any kringels, pleass,
for mep*’ '

At that clear sound, we knaw so well, we all used
to turn reund, gazing with simple-hearted joy at the
pure girlish face which smiled ai us so sweetly, The
sight of the small nose pressad against the window-pane,
and of the white iesth glaamiﬁg beiween the hali-open
lips, bad become for us a daily pleasure. * Tumbling
over each other?s we used to jump up to open the door,
and she wouid stép in, bright and cheerful, holding out
her aprer, with her head thrown on one side, and a
smile on her lips. Her thick, long chestnut hair fell
over her shoulder and across her breast, But we, ugly,
dirty and misshapen as we were, looked up at her—the
threshold 11001‘ was four steps above the floor _looked
ixp at her with heads thrown back, wishing har good
morning, and speaking strange, unaccustomea words,
which we kept for her only. Ouf[ voiées hacame softer

12
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‘when we spcke to her, our jests were lighter, For
‘her —everything was different with us. The baker tock
from his oven a shovel of the best and the brownest
kringels. and threw them deftly into Tanya’s apron.

«Be cff with vou now, or the boss will catch youl”
we warned her each {ime. She laughed roguishly, called
out cheerfully: ¢«Good-bye, poor prisoners!’’ ang slipped
away as quick as a mouse,

That was all. But long after she had gone we talked
about her to one another with pleasure, It was always
the same thing as we had said yesterday and the day
before, because everything about us, including ourselves
and her, remained the same——as yesterday—sand as
always.

Painful and terrible it is when a man goes on living,
while nothing changes around him; and when such an
existence does not finally kill his soul, then the mono=
tony ¥*becomes with time even more and more painful, 2
Generally we spoke about women in such a way, that
sometimes it was loathsome to us ourselves to hear our
rude, shameless talk, The women whom we knew
deserved perhaps nothing better, But about Tanya we
never *let fall2? an'svil word; none of us evexwventured
so much as to lay a hand on her, even too free a jest
‘she never heard from us. Maybe this was sc because

—]4—
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she never remained for long with us; she flashed on our
eyes like *a star falling from the sky,28 and vanished;
and maybe because she was little and very beautiful,
and everyfhing beautiful *calls forth24 respect, even in
coarse people. And besides—though our life of penal
labor had made us dull beasts, oxen, we were still men,
and, like all men, could not IiveA without worshipping
something or other. Betier than her we had none, and
none but her ¥ took any notice of25 wus, living in the
cellar—no one, though there were dozens of people in
the house ., And then, too~maost hlikely, this was the
chief thing—we all regarded her as something of our
own, something e _ting as it were only *by virtue of26
our kringels., We tock on ourselves in turns the duty
of providirg her with hot kringels, and this became for
us like g daily sacrifice to our idol, it hecame alucsi a
sacred rite, and évery day.it bound us more closely io
her, Besides kringels, we gave Tanya a great deal of
advice—io wear warmer clothes, not to run upstairs too
quickly, not to carry heavy bundles of wood. She
listened tﬁ all our counsels with a smile, answered them
by a laugh, =and never took our advice, buf we were
not offended at that; all we wanted was to show how
much care we bestowed upon her.

Often she would *apply to us?? with different re-

2 ] Grme
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quests, she ‘asked us, for instatice, to open the hekwy
door into the store-cellar and te chop wood: with delight
and a sort of pride, we did this for her, and everything
else she wanted,

But when cne of us asked her to mend his solifary
shirt for him, she said, with a laugh of contempt:

$¢ * What next 28] A likely idea !3?

‘We made great fun of the gueer felloew who could
¥ enterta‘in such gn idea,?® and—.never asked her to do
anything else. We loved her—%all is said in that.?0
Man always wants io lay his love on someone, though
sometimes he cruches, sometimes he sullies, with it; he
may poison anothor life because he loves without res-
pecting the beloved. Wc were bound to love Tanya,
for we had no one else to love.

At times one of us would suddenly begin io reason
like this : '

s*And why do we *make so much of3! the wench ?
What is there in her? eh? What a *io-do%? we make
about herl?’

The man who dared to ulier such words we promptly
and coarsely *cut short®...we wanted something
to- love: we had found it and loved it, ani what we
twenty-six loved must be for each of us unal.crable, as
a holy thing, and anyone who acted agairst ys in this

] 8o
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was our enemy. We loved, maybe, not what was really
good, but yvou sse {are were twenly—six of us, and so
we always wanted to sez what was precions to us held
sacred by the rest,

QOur love is not less burdensome than hate, and
maybe that is just why zom2 proid sculs maintain that
our hate is more flattering than our love, But why do
they not run away from vs, I il is so?

* * * *®

Besides our dennrtmont, cour emnieyer had also a
bread-bakery; It w5 i {38 cony Tovns, eorarated from
our hole cnly by a wall; +0 O s wthere wore four
of them__%*held alcof frumn™ us, conesilering their work
superior to ours, and therefore themselves beiter than
us; they never used ‘to coe into our workroom, and
laughed contempinously at us when they met us in the
vard, We, too, did not go to see them; this was forbid-
den by our employer, from fear that we should steal the
*fancy bread,*® We did not like the bakers, because
we envied them; their work was lighter il 1 ours, they
were paid more, and ware botter feds they had a light,
spacious workroom, and they were all so clean and
healthy—and that. made them Lateful to us. We all
looked gray and yellow; three of us had syphilis, several
suffered from skin diseascs, one was complelely crippled

wes 20
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by rheumatiziz, On T 5 a7 T8N 0 e e
the bakers wore pea-in-ioaen? oo e 1 ocds, lvo of
them had accordions, and ‘for 27 - oodda oo o sirells
in the town gardens.—wo woro it ra-s oo leathor
clogs or piaited :hoes cuowm fo 6, U s wtle weuld not
let us into the town gardeu.c0old wa ne Ly fika the
bakers ?

And one Zay we e~ -

been drunk, the mastor 1:0

*taken on3® anclher, a0
wore a satin whistcon: =3 o woih and gzold chain,
‘We were invisitive o #outn 7. o 57 sib a dandy,
and in the hepe of ca'zhin~ o ziims a2 of bim wo kept
running one aiter ancihar - ;1’ fni- the vord,

But he came * of his own acoera 3 irto our foom.
Kicking at-the door, he u:te.’ it epan, and leaviag it
ajar, stood in the deorway smiling, and sa’d to us!

“God help the work! Goodemorning, mates!™

The ice-cold a.fr., which sirzamaed in through the open
door, curled in streaks of vapor round his fzet, He
stood on the threshold, locked us up and down, and
under his fair, fwisied musiach: gleamed big ysllow
teeth, His waisicoat was really suinathisg qrite *out of
the common,3? blue-ficwared, brilliout widh Lining little
puttons of red stones, He also wore a watch chain,

a2
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Y—Ie was a fine fellow, this soldler“‘ ‘hl] 'hé‘x!th k)
rosy-cheeked and hls blg, clear eyes bad a fnenalv,‘
chiedrtil :glance. Heé wore on his head a white starchad’
calp;"and from vnder his spotlessly clean apfon peeped’”
the pointed toes of fashionable, well-blackediboots'.

Cur baker asked him politely to shut the door. The
sgidier did so without hurrying himself, and began to
'question us about the master, We explained fo him,all‘
peakmg tcgether, that our employer was a thorough-
gomg brute, a rogue, a knave, and a slave-driver; in a
word, we repeated to h-m all that can and must be said
ahout an employer, but cannot be repeated here. The
sﬁ«%igr_ listened to us, twistad hi_s mustache, and watched
us with a friendly, open-hearted look,

«But haven’t you got ¥a lot ofto girls here??* he
asked sudéehl_v .

éome of us began to laugh deferentially, others put
on 3 meaning expression, and one of us explained to
the soldier that there. were nine girls here,

You *make the most of ¢ them ? ?” asked the
solcfier, with a wink.

Wea laugheci, but not so icudly, and with some
eﬁlbgtrassment, Many of us would have liked to have
shown the soldier that we also were tremendous fellows
with the girls, but not one of us could do so; and one

2
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of 4 ur riimber conféssed ‘as miich, wheh he said in a
low voice:

«That sort of thing is not *in our. lineJ’#3

«Well, no; it wouldr’t quite do for you,” said the
.splﬂ_;ip‘r w1th copvictiqn, after having looked us over,
**There is something wanting about you all. You don’t
look the ngh,t sort, Eou’ve no sort of appearance; .and
the wpmen, you see, thev like a bold appearance, they
will have a well set-up Ladv. Everythmg has to ;be
‘*tlp-top‘i3 for them. Th‘.t’s why they respect strengtn.
They want gh arm like that! %

The soldier drew his‘right hand, with its turned-up
shixzfe sfgéve, out of his p’ock'et, and showed us-his bare
arm, It was white and sircng, and covered with shin.
fhg yéellow hairs.

¢sIeg and chest, all must bz sirong ., And th,ep a
man. mt.sta-be éressed in the Lntsat fa.,hlom, so as to ¥ »l‘mw
off his looks 1o advantaue.“ Yes, all the women ¥ta ke
to me,%® Whether I call to ihsm, or whether I becktm
fthevr)n(,? théj w"rfh"‘cme :iccérd, *five at a time,*® throw
themselves af; my head .’

He sat down ona flovr sack, and *told at }englh;‘47
ail ab;ut the wgy women lrvvéd him, and how bLold he
was‘with them..: Then ko left, and afi:zr ths door had
*creaked to#® behind him, we wat for a long time silent,
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and thought aboul him and his talkk, Then we all
stiddenly broke silence iogether, and it became apparent
that we were all equally pleased with him. He was
siich 'a nice, open-hearied fellow; he came to see sy
without any *siandoffishness,4® sat down and chatted,
No one else came to us like that; and no one else talked.
to us in that friendly sort of way. And we continued to
talk of him and his coming triymph among the embroi-
dery gu'ls, whe passed us by with con‘cexhptumls sniffs
when they s,‘w us in the yard, or who looked siraight
through u’s *as if we had been air.50 Bnut we admxred
them always when we met them outside, or when they'
walked past our wmdows; in winter, in fur jacksts and
foques *to‘n}a’ccl'x,51 in summer, in hats trimmed with
flowers, and with colored narasols in their hands, We
talked, however, abqut thess girls in a way ihat would
have made them mad with shame and rage, if they could
have heard us.
«If only h2 does not *get hold ofi2 little Tanyal®’
said the baker, suddenly, in an anxious tone of voice.
v ‘We were silent, for these words troubled us.,” Tanya
had qmte done out of our mmds, supplanted , put on
one side by the str01g, fme figure of the soldier .
Then began a hvely discussion; some of us main-
tained that Tanya would never. lower herself so; others
._bs_‘.
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tﬁaﬁéﬂt"she‘ would not be able -to Fesist him, Ml rod
thi2d group prf@po;ed ‘to give him .a mgasging:fﬁg he
should tryto annoy Tanya, And, finally, we.2ll, c,eoided
to w;,tch the soldier and Tanva, and to warn the gzr}
agamst hxm, Thxs *brought ths d1scussmn tS" an “eiid, b

Foﬂr weeks had passed by since:then; during this

tlme the soldxer Laked white bread, walked about with
the ggld-embrmdei'v gm}s, visited us often, but did nét
taik any ‘Paore- anout his conquests, anlvr twisted bR
mi‘zsta'che, and licked his lips .lasciviously .,
" *Fanya called in hs usual -every morning for «ligtle
krifidels,” and was as gay and as hice and frisndly with
us as ever. We.cefthainly tried once or twice to falk o
ter abouf ‘the soldisg}’ ‘Bt sha called him a; « goggle-
eyed calf,” and *made fun of ’hi»mi"_é all round, and iigf
*setvrour mmds at “vest. 5% We saw ho;;v the goxd-
embrmdary g;,rls carned on with the SOldlel, ) and we
were proud cf our girl; Tanm s behavior reflected hoﬁor
on’us all; we, xmztated her, and began in our ‘talks Yo
*treat ‘the solc‘her w11:h small consideration.56 She became
de'zrer io us; ind we greeted her with more frlendllncss
and kmdhm.ss every morning .

"One day tne soldier came to see us; a bit drunk,
and sat down.iazié. began to langh, When we asked him
what he was laughing about, he explained to us?

w30~
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«Why, two of them—that Lydkn oirl and Grushkae.
have been clawing each other c¢n my acco.nt, You
should have secn the way they went for ench other! Hal
hal One gct Lold of the other one by the hair, threw
her down cp theifloor of the passngs, and sat on herd
Hal ha! hal They scratchied 217 102 each othors® faces,
It was enough to make one Jiz with wuialier: Whyis
it women can’t fight fair? Why Jo Yoy ciways scratch
one another, eh ?

He sai on the bench, heaithy, fresh and jolly; be

c.:l ihere and went on laughing, W. were silzat, This
izme he made an unpleasar{t im, ression on uS.

«*Well, ii's a funny t}fing whit luck I have with
the women-foikl Eh? I’ve Liighod till IPm 11t One
wink, and it’s all over witn them! It’s the d—devill®

He raised his white hairy hands, and slapped them
down on his knees, And his eyves saeamed tc reflect such
frank astoniéhment, as if he were himealf guite surprised
at his ‘good luck with women. His fat, red face glis-
tened with delight and self satisfaction, and he licked
his lips more than ever.

Qur bakor scrapéd the shovel violently and angrily
along the ¢ven floor, and all at once he said sarcas-
tically :

ssThere’s no great strength needed to pull up fir
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saplirg=, but try a real pire.lrce.”

¢*Why—what do you mean Ly saving that to me;®*
asked the soldier, ' :

*“Oh, well,..”

s« What is itp?

¢t Nothing-¥*i{ skipped out!? o7

¢ No, wait a minuts! ¥What’s the point 258 What
pinewtree 7 *?

Our baker did not snswer, workine rapilly away
with the shovel at the oven; {lingi:: ?!1‘.-0 it the nalfa.
cooked krinz ir; taking out those that wore done, and
noisily throwing ihem on the floor to the boys who were
siringing them om bast. 'He seznied to have forgotten
the soldier and ﬁis convarsatien with him. But the
soldier had all at once dropped inie o seri of uneasiness.
He got up on to his fcst, and went to the oven *at the
risk of% knocking againsi the handle of the shovel,
which was waving spasmodically in the air,

«tNo, tell me, do~-whoisit? Yeou've insulted me,
I? There’s nét ona could withsiand me, n-ncl And
you say such insulting things to me?”™

He really seemed genuinely hurt. He must have
*had nothing else to pride himself onf0 except his gift
for seducing - women; maybe, except tor thht, there was
nothing living in him, and it was only that by which
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he could feel himself a living man.

. There are men to whom the most precious and best
thing in their lives gppears to be some diseace of their
soul or body. ‘ They spernd their whole life in rélation
to it, sand only living by it, suffering from if, they
sustain themselves on it, they complain of it to o'ners,
and so draw the atiention of their fellows to themsalves.
For that they extract svmpathy from people, and ¥apart
from it5! they have nothing at all. Take from them
that disease, cure them, and they will be miserable,
because they have lost their ¥one resource in lifeS2.
they are left empty then. Someiimes a man’s life is so
poor, that he is driven instinciively to prize his vice
and to live by if; one may say for a fact that ofien men
are vicious from boredom .

The soldier was offended, he wént up to our baker
and roared $

¢sNo, tell me, do—who ?%?

««Tell you ?’’ the baker turned suddealy to him

ssWell 27

s««You know Tanya ???

«Well 3**

«*Well, there then! Only iry.”

1 ride

«“Youl”

36
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“Her ? Why, *that’s nothing to me®——pook
s*We shall seel’?

You will see! Hal hal”?

s«She’ll 29

s«Give me a month §*7

«What a braggart you are; scldier

«A fortnight] T°1i prove it! Whe is it? Tanyal
Poch i”

«wWell, get out, You’rc *in my way P’6¢

A fortnight__and it’s dome! Ah, you—--""

««Get out, I say ¥*?

Cur baker, 2l at once, flew inio a rage and bran-
dished his shovel. The soldier staggered away from him
in amazement, looked at us, paused, and softly, malig-
nantly said, ¢¢Oh, all right, then!”® snd went away,

During the dispute Qve had ail sat silent, absorbed
in it, But x\rhen the scidier had gone, eager, loud talk
and noise arose among us.

Some one shouted to the baker: ¢It’s a bad job
that _x-:ou’ve started, Pavell®?

«“Do your work I’ answered the baker savagely.

We felt that the soldior had besn decply uggrieved,
and that danger threatensd Tanya. We 721 this, and
at the same time we werz all ¥possessed by%5 a burning
curiosity, most agreeable to us. What would happen?
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Would Tanya  *hold out against®® the soldier? And~
almost all cried confxdentlv. «Tanya? She’ll held outl
¥Yoy won’t catch her with your bare arms 17787

- We longed terribly to test the strength of oilr idel;
we forcibly proved to each other that our divinity was
a strong divinity and would come Wctormus out of ihis
ordeal ‘We began at last to fancy that we *hau xwti
worked enough on the soldier,58 ﬂnt he would fcﬁ%et ’
the dispute, and that we oughs. tc pique his vanity more
keenly . From that day we began to live a diffe%n%
lifs, a life of nervous temsion, such as we had nevﬁ:
known before. 'We spent whole days in arguing togee
ther; we all grew, zsit wefe, sharper; and got to talk
more and better. It seemed to us that we were playing
some sort of game with the é’avil, and the étake on our
side was Tanya. And wlen we learned from the balfars
that the soldier had bryun ¢‘rynning afier our Tanya,*
wa felt a sort of delighted tv;rror, and - life was so
interesting that we did not even nét':.ce that our employer
bad *taken advantage of% our *pre~occupation70 ta
!ncrease our work by fourisen pounds of dough a day.
‘We seemed, indeed, not even txred by our work, Tanva s
mame was cn our lips all day lomg. . And every day
we looked for her with a certain special impatience .
Sometimes we pic’;ured to ourselves that she would

Qe
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come to us, and it would not be the same Tanya *as
of olg, 1 b;’xt‘somehow different. We said nothing to
her, howev.., of the dispute regarding her, We askBd
her no questions, and behaved as well and affec twnately
to her as ever, But even in this a new elemem crept
in, alien to our old feeling for Tanya—and that new

element was keen curiosity, keen and cold.as a stesl -
knife.

“Mates! To.day ¥the time’s up!’72 our baker said -
to us one morning, as he set to work, )
We were well aware of it without his reminder; but
still we were thrilled.
«T,ook at her, She’ll be here directly,”’ suggested
the baker.
One of us cried out in a troublqd voice, Why!l
as though one could notice anything!®®
+ And again an eager, noisy discussion sprang up
among us. To-day we were about to proeve how pure
and spofless was ¥the vessel’® into which we had poured
all that was best in us. TLkis morning, for the first
time, it became cleat to us, that we really were playing
a great games that we mxght mdeed, through the exace
tion of this proof of purity, lose our divinity alicgether,
During the whole of the intervening fqrtnighf; we
had heard that Tanya was persistently followed by the
—d2
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soldier, but not one of us had thought of asking her how
she had behaved “toward him. And she came every
morning to fetch her kringels, and was the same -toward
uws as over, »

This morning, too, we heard her voice outside
#“You poor prisoners! Here I am!* ‘

We opened the door, and when she came in we 28
remained, contrary to our uwsual custom, silent, Owe
ayes fixed on her, we di& not know how to spgak to hes,
‘what to ask her. And there we stood in front of her,
8 gloomy, silent crowd. She seemed fto be suyrprised
at this unusual reception; an(:l suddenly we saw her turg
white and become uneasy, then she asked, in a choking
yoice!

+#*Why ars you—like this??’

ssAnd you ?” the baker *flung at74 ber grimly, neves
taking his'eyes off her.’

s#*What am 13°°

“‘N_nothing_ ”7

wWell, then, giv‘é me quickly the little kﬁngels.f,j

Never before had she bidden us hutry.

siThere’s plenty of time,”® said the baker, net
stirring,%%nd not removing his eyes from her face,

Then, suddenly; she turnad round“ and disappeared
through ke door,
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The baker took his shovel and said, calmly turning
away toward the oven:

«Well, ¥that settles it]73 But a scldier! a common
beast like that—a low curl”?

Like a flock of sheep we all pressed round tihe
table, sat down silenily, and began listlessly to work ¢
Soon, howevyer, one of us remarked:

s¢Perhaps, after all 3

*eShut up”!®? shouted the baker,

We were all convinced that he was *a man of
judgment,’”” a man who knew more than we did about
things. And at the sound of his voice we were con-
vinced of the soldier’s victory, and our spiriis became
sad and downcast.

At twelve o’clock——while we were eating our dinners
—the soldier came in. He was as clean and as smart as
ever, and looked at us—as usual-—straight in the eyes,
But we were all awkward in looking at him.

' «Now then, honored sirs, would you like me to show
you a soldier’s Quality 7>’ he said, chuckling proudly,

“«Go out into the passage, and look .through 'fhe'
crack-—do you understand???

We went into the passage, and stood all pushihg
_against one another, squeezed up fo the cracks of the
" wooden partition of the passage that locked intoc the

o4
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yard. We had not to wait long, Very soon Tatiya,

with hurried footsteps and a careworn face, walked_
across tﬁe‘ yé.rd, jumping over the puddles of melfing.
snow and mud; she disappeared into the store cellar.

Then whistling, and not hurrying himself, the soldier

followed in the same direction, Iis hands were thrust

in his pdckets; his mustaches were quivering. ) ’

Rain was falling, and we saw how its drops fell
into the puddles, aud the puddles were ‘wrinkled by
them, The day was damp and gray—a very dreary day,
Snow still lay on the roofs, but en the ground dark
patches of mud had begun {o appear. And ibe snow on
the roofs too was covered by a layer of brownish dirt,
The rain fell slowly with a depressing sound. It was
cold and.disagreeable for us waiting .

The first to come out of the store cellar was .the
soldier; he walked slowly across the vard, his mus'taches
twitching, his hands .in his pock’ets_the same as always.

Then—.Tanya, too, came out, Her eyes——her eyes
were radiant with joy and happiness, and‘her lips—
were smiling. And she walked as though in a dream,
‘stiaggering, with unsteady steps.

‘We could riot bear this quietly. All of us at once
rushed to the door, dashed out into the yard and—
hisied at her, reviléd her viciously, loixdly,‘wildly'.
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Bhe' stirted at sebing us,”and-stood . % as - though
rooted in, tﬁe‘sﬁud under her feet.’3 ‘We fﬁa‘meé a ri:ﬁg.
. round her, and m-«dlgnantl,, without relstramt, Qbused
her with vﬂe worc.s, szud sxameful trm"'s to her.

We did 1h15 not loudly, not hurnecﬂv, e=1ng that
She couid n%‘?: gat avav, t“«;iihtha *was chrh’lmed in" by .
s, and we could deride her *lo gur hearis’ content,®o
I dox’t know why, but we did pot 'beat’Lcr.  She stood
m the mad&t of us, and turnzd her hnd tms way and
tha’c as she he:zrd our mauits. An WS, thore aad mora
violently flung at'her the filth andy 1 venom of odr words,

;Thevcoigr baé‘ left her fade, Her blus éyes, SO
‘happy a moment before, opsnsd wide, her bosom _hgavedl,
and her lips quivesed, '

VJe in a ring rot’na‘ ‘;cf aveng«-d ourszlves en her
as though she had roL bm‘ _.s' She bélorped to us, we
.ﬁad livished” on her  ‘our b’s’c and thoneh that -best
was a beggar’s crumb, stilllwe ‘were tiventy six, ske
.was_one, and 'so {ifére wgs 1o pain we coulc‘l‘ rgive her
‘qquag to her guzlt! I;Iow we xnsulted her‘ She was
still mute, stili gazed at us Wlﬂl w1ld eves, and a shlver
ran all over her,

N (VVe laughed, \Feare.d, ye;iled O*her peogle ran up
from somewhere and joined us, One of us pul!ed Ianya
by “the sleeve of her blouse,



e Sl TN T 96 SR JE (B EE I T2
LT Wﬁﬂ@@@ﬁm%ﬁ%’%ﬁﬁﬂm
B 2 T AR AL R R A TR o

BB AR TR WS WAE AR
iz MR T> B SRR SR
N B S AT AL R o R A
TR — R R BHOE TR r B BB
WP R 8 TR .

ﬁwk;ﬁuL}Jﬁuwﬁ%w%ﬁﬁz%ﬁ%ﬁ
RStk A R S R .

e R — BT g, W%lﬁ,%JﬁﬁLﬁz’ﬂT?&
o MO 157 i, BRI B S vl B R
CET L ERAUAR PR R L A s BT AT
s ol R T DR R
R AR &mm#ﬁvﬂmwmmﬁﬁﬁwt i
WIS 2, N R R R, R
BT 5o

SRERGE, L, RRbo g A g% s i B RO B AR
AR R — I T — T B R A R BT

13%%&%?&%@&ﬁ(®ﬁﬁﬁ>a

— Bl




9}33&1y her eyes flashed; deliberately shé rafsed
her ‘hands to her head and straightening her hair she.
said loudly but calmly, straight in cur faces !

sAh, you miserabie prisoners 1*?

And she walked straight at us, walked as direcily
as though we had not been before her, as though we
were Hot blocking her way.

' ‘i?'&nd’hence it was that no one did actually prevent
her passing.

-Walking out of our ring, without turhing round,
she said loudly and with indescribable centempt! ‘

‘«Ah, you scum—brutes,”

And—was gone,

We were left in the middle of the vard, in the rain,
under the gray sky without the sun,

‘Then we went mutely away to our damp stone
cellar, As before—.the sun never peeped in at our win-

dows, and Tanya came no more!
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