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CHANGES THAT ARE TAKING PLACE IN THE CHINESE
LANGUAGE AND CHINESE THOUGHT FORMS.

In this lecture phonetic changes are only slightly dealt with. Changes in
thought forms are discussed as they appear in linguistic forms,

As to phonetic changes, it is the author's guess that the cnmi‘ng National
I.anguage based upon Peiping Mandarin will have the strong accents flattened
out angd the supradental initials modified. It is possible there will be further
confusion in the use of ending consonants.

As to vocabulary, the transliteration of foreign words will not play an
important role. Polysyllabic verbs will increase in number,

The last mentioned point will by itself produce significant changes in
syntax. In addition, the introduction of Western concepts and methods will
nerhaps necessitate the creation of new linguistic forms probably patterned on
Western scientific language,

In its more far-reaching aspects the language of the learned will express
more clearly the ideas of causality and contingency mainly by making explicit
the usually ' ‘missing’’ conjunction, ‘I'ruth, morality, and appreciation will be

differentiated.
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