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Ministry of External Affairs
(East Asia Division)

Reference note received from DG, National Archives of India. The 
National Archives have requested for the following 3 files of MEA to be 
downgraded so that copies of these files can be supplied to the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Enquiry set up by GOI to enquire into the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose:

1) 1946 F No.27/W/46
Indian representation on courts to try Far Eastern War Criminals.

2) 1949 F No.489 -  CJK/49
Justice Pal’s judgement at the International Military Tribunal, Tokyo.

3) 1949 F No.489(2) -  CJK
Questions and Answers in the Constituent Assembly of India 
(Legislation) regarding protest against execution of Marshal Tojo and 
others in view of Justice Pal’s judgement.

All these files have to be placed before the Justice Mukherjee Commission. 
The file at S.No. (3) is not available with National Archives and they have 
requested that this be transferred to them for permanent preservation and 
use.

2. Another letter has been received from the Policy Planning & 
Research Division stating that Shri Arun Shouri, Hon’ble Minister of State 
for Planning & Programme Implementation has sought permission to 
consult the two files at Sl.No.(l) & (2) of MEA for a research scholar. PPR 
Division has requested for our comments/views on the matter. (PR-JJ)

3. With respect to request at para no. 1., we may have no objection for 
the downgrading of the files so that copies can be sent to the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Enquiry. With respect to request at para no.2, 
we need to take a view on whether the files can be made available for the 
research scholar.

For consideration,

(Neeta Bhushan) 
Under Secretary (JK) 

20 August 2001
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(East Asia Division)

Reference FR

Notes at pre-page may kindly be perused.

Vide our ID note dated 27th August, 2001, we had requested 
National Archives of India to send us the files at Sr. No. 1) and 2) on 
pre-page. These have been received and are placed below for kind 
perusal. With regard to file at Sr. No. 3) we had requested Director 
(CNV) to send us the file; NGO Section replied that the said file did 
not belong to them. Thereafter, we had requested RM Section to 
send us the file if it was with them. They have once again been 
requested and their reply is still awaited.

Submitted please.
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J u stice  Mukherjee C om m ission o f Enquiry -  R equest for 
Files

Ministry of External Affairs
(East Asia Division)

The N ational Archives have m ade a  reference to the  
M inistry  of E x ternal Affairs regard ing  3 files th a t  a re  to be 
p laced  before the  Ju s tic e  M ukherjee C om m ission of E nquiry  
in to  th e  d isap p ea ran ce  of Netaji S u b h as  C h a n d ra  Bose. Of these  
two files -  2 7 -W /46  -  Ind ian  R epresen ta tion  on C ourts to try  
F ar E a s te rn  W ar C rim inals an d  4 8 9 -C JK /4 9  -  Ju s tic e  Pal’s 
Ju d g e m e n t a t  th e  In te rn a tio n al M ilitary T ribunal, Tokyo, were 
referred  to th is  M inistry w ith  th e  req u es t th a t  th e  th e  Top Secret 1 
c lassification  be dow n-graded so th a t  they  can  be p laced  before J 
th e  Ju s tic e  M ukherjee Com m ission.

I have been  th ro u g h  bo th  th e  above m en tioned  files. There 
is no reference to th e  alleged d isap p earan ce  of Netaji in e ither 
file, w hich w ould m ake it re levan t to th e  J u s tic e  M ukherjee 
C om m ission of E nquiry . Before th e se  files are  p laced  before the 
C om m ission, we m ay req u es t NGO Section (which is hand ling  
th e  m atter) to enqu ire  w h eth er G overnm ent is req u ired  to place 1 
files th a t  have no a p p a re n t bearing  on th e  case before t h e j ' 
Com m ission if so directed.

JS (^A)

(Vij ay u o k h a le )  
D irector (EA)

4 .3 .2002
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Ministry of External Affairs
(East Asia Division)

justice Mukherjee Commission of Enquiry - Request for Files

JS(EA ) may kindly see notes from page 4 ante.

The two files contain no reference to the circumstances of the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. It appears that 
certain individuals / organizations who have filed affadavits before the 
Commission have made some reference to the dissenting judgement of 
justice R.B.Pal and the appearance of Netaji in the list of war criminals. 
The dissenting judgement is already with the Commission. The 
Commission, however, wishes to see all files in connection with justice 
Pal's judgement.

2. There are two questions involved:
(a) The question of principle; whether Government needs to provide 
classified files relating to justice R.B.Pal (who had no connection to the 
disapperance of Netaji) and his dissenting judgement to the Commission, 
simply because there is an indirect reference to justice R.B.Pal's 
judgement (which is already with the Commission) in some of the 
affadavits given by individuals before the Commission on Enquiry.

(b)The question of national interest: Whether the submission of these 
papers, which may result in them becoming public documents, is in the 
national interest, japan is an important country from our foreign policy 
perspective. Many Japanese believe that the Tokyo Trials of 1946-48 
were not conducted according to the principles of natural justice, but 
were intended to enforce the supremacy of the victors over the 
vanquished. Till today, many japanese, including at the highest political 
levels, consider justice Pal's dissenting judgement as a vindication that 
justice was not served. They also associate Justice Pal's views with that of 
India and its Government of the time. The papers on the files, however, 
present a somewhat different picture. Justice Pal's dissenting judgement 
was not viewed as balanced by Government of India. For instance, Prime 
Minister Nehru said in his CCB telegram to the Governor General of 
India that: "7..any such move on our part would associate us with Justice 
Pai^dissentini^ Tokyo trialsTln this judgementwild and 
sweeping statements have been made with many of which we do not 
agreea ta il^  There arejather notmgTorffle by tTie therTForeign Secretary 
such as "  .' .Not content with holding that Tojo and Co. are not guilty, 
the learned Judge has chosen to justify Japan's actions and to condemn 
those who, after all, were our wartime allies. In fact from a casual reading 
of his judgement, I felt that it was a monumental justification of Japan's 
conduct during the last three decades." Publication / disclosure of such 
information may not serve the interests of India-lapan relations, especially 
when the files do not contain any relevant information on Netaji.
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3. Three options are available to Ministry:

(a) We claim privilege of withholding the files on grounds of national 
interest.
(b) We send the files to the Chairman of the Commission with the 
request that this not be treated as a submission, but only be seen for 
information so that the Chairman can satisfy himself that nothing of any 
relevance to the disappearance of Netaji is contained in the files.
(c) We declassify the files and submit them to the Commission.

4. The matter contained in the files is not of a magnitude that 
compels us to claim privilege of withholding the files. Option 3(b) is 
therefore recommended for consideration and approval.

(Vijay Gokhale) 
Director (East Asia) 

24.4.2002

JS A)



External Affairs Minister's Office

I am unable to agree with the logic advanced 
that we withhold these files on the grounds of 
national interest. The main ground for doing so is 
that this would show that the Government of India did 
not agree with Justice Radha Vinod Pal's judgement. 
To that extent, this may affect our image in Japan 
where some Japanese may associate Justice Pal's view 
with that of India.

In my view, both Justice Pal's dissenting 
judgement, the circumstances which caused it and the 
institutions and individuals who disagreed with it in 
the Government of India have passed into history. No 
great public or national interest is damaged by these 
files being declassified.

(Jaswant Singh) 
External Affairs Minister 

June 25, 2002
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D.No. 5302/NGO/02 

Reference FR

S.No.21 FR

DG, ITA’s fax reveals the status of the search for probable 
witnesses in Taiwan. In view of the position explained therein, we are 
now left with the following options.

1. tell Justice Mukherjee Commission that we have been unable to 
trace the witnesses.

2. make further efforts to trace the witnesses on the lines 
suggested by DG, ITA.

If action is taken as proposed at (1) above, we do not know 
whether JMCI would still go ahead with their plan to visit Taiwan for the 
sole purpose of inspecting the site of the alleged plane crash as 
indicated in their letter of July, 2002 (S. No. 10/c). It would also be 
relevant to mention here that the Commission proposes to visit Japan 
and Taiwan in September, 2002.

Submitted for instructions ^gqsg.
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1. Dy.No. 4451/NGO/02 S.No. (25) FRI
2. Dy.No. 4650/NGO/02 S. No. (26) FRII
3. Dy.No. 4654/NG0/02 S.No. (27) FRIII
4. Dy.No. 5476/NG0/02 S.No. (28) FRIV

Dy.No. 4684/NGO/02 S. No. (29) Receipt
Dy.No. 5474/NGO/02 S.No. (30) Receipt
Dy.No. 5475/NGO/02 S.No. (31) Receipt
Dy.No. 5479/NGO/Q2 S.No. (32) Receipt

S.No.(33) Issue
S.No.(34) Issue
S.No.(35) Issue
S. No. (36) Issue

Reference FRs

1. In general, all the FRs basically pertain to the issue of the 
alleged presence of documents in various archives of Russia relating 
to the stay of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in Russia in 1945 and 
subsequent years as mentioned by Shri Samar Guha, former M.P., in 
his various communications. This issue has been taken up by the 
Govt, of India with the Russian Government from time to time. The 
Commission now desires to know the outcome of the efforts made by 
this Ministry in this direction.

2. Considering each FR separately, the issues raised and our 
comments thereon are as under.

3. FRI: The Commission has asked for a report on the outcome of the 
inquiries made by the Russian authorities into the documents relating 
to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose stated to be in their possession, 
pursuant to the letters received by them on this issue from Shri Samar 
Guha, former M.P. The Russian Foreign Office vide their Note Verbale 
of 8th January, 1992 had informed that “according to the data in the 
Central and Republican Archives, jto information whatsoever is 
available on the stay o f ... Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in the Soveit 
Union in 1945 and thereafter”.

4. FRII: This is again regarding the response of the Russian 
Government to the letters received from Shri Samar Guha. The 
position is the same as explained in para 3 above.

5. The Commission has also asked for a copy of the CCPA’s 
decision in March, 1991 which is mentioned in the enclosure to the 
FR. It is observed that a note for the CCPA was prepared by MHA on 
the controversy regarding the ashes of Netaji and also his death. MHA 
vide their letter of 4.4.91 had informed this Ministry of CCPA’s 
approval of the proposal contained in para 11 of the note. We may, 
therefore, forward to the Commission a copy of MHA’s letter alongwith 
the extract of para 11 of the note.

6. FRIII: The Commission has asked for copies of the secret 
documents and report of outcome of the high-level investigation into 
the secret documents relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose as 
mentioned in the reply dated 26.3.91 of former DM, Shri Digvijay 
Singh, to Shri Samar Guha, former M.P. In the first instance, it may be 
mentioned that these ‘secret documents’ mentioned in Shri Samar 
Guha’s letter of 26th February, 1991 are supposed to be lying in the 
archives of countries like Russia, UK and USA. As regards the 
availability of these documents, the Commission has already been 
informed of the position country-wise. The only documents



from pre-page

that were received from Russia were forwarded to the Commission 
and, as it is understood, are under its examination. We have, 
therefore, no other documents to be sent to the Commission.

7. Also, the former DM’s reply to Shri Samar Guha was 
mistakenly interpreted by Shri Guha as an indication of a high-level 
inquiry having been constituted by the then Government to look into 
the ‘secret documents’ relating to Netaji. This is borne out by 
notings in EA Divisions’s file No. C/551/12/93-JP-Vol. II. The fact of 
the matter is that the issues raised by Shri Samar Guha from time 
to time had been taken up by our Mission in Moscow through 
demarches made with the Russian Foreign Office. From our files, it 
is seen that the former EAM, Shri Dinesh Singh, had also 
responded to Shri Samar Guha through his letter of 25.5.93 about 
the Russian response in the matter. This letter mentions 
documents received from the Russians which had no bearing on 
the scope of enquiry of Shri Samar Guha’s letters, i.e., regarding 
the alleged stay of Netaji in USSR in the year 1945 or later.

8. FRIV : This is the same as FRII.

9. It may be mentioned here that the then Ambassador in 
Russia had in July, 1995, taken up with the Foreign Office the 
question of examination of all available material in the archives of 
Russia to finally determine whether Netaji had entered or stayed in 
the territory of the former Soviet Union in 1945 and in subsequent 
years. The Foreign Office’s reply of 27th October, 1995 is very 
categorical in that it asserts that “we can be sure that Netaji has 
never set foot on Russian soil” and that “extensive research can 
hardly leave any doubts to this effect”.

10. In view of the above, we may send a consolidated reply'lo 
the Commission enclosing copies of the information/clarification 
received from the Russian Foreign Office.

Submitted for approval please.
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Subject: Proposed visit of the Justice Mukherjee Commission to 
Japan and Taiwan

Reference FR

In response to our letter of 16th July, 2002 on the subject, the 
Commission has now sent a tentative programme for the proposed visit 
and also enumerated their revised requirements during the visit. 
Accordingly, the visiting team will comprise the Chairman and the 
Secretary of the Commission. As per the tentative itinerary, the team will 
be staying for five days each in Japan (14.9.02 to 18.9.02) and Taiwan 
(19.9.02 to 23.9.02).

2. As regards the Commission’s stay in Japan, our Mission in Tokyo 
will have to make hotel arrangements as per the itinerary. For transport, 
it is felt that hiring of one car would be sufficient since only two members 
are going in the team.

3. As for the space requirements for conducting the hearing, 
considering that there is only one witness to be examined by the 
Commission, either a hall or room could be provided in the Chancery or 
an additional hotel room could be booked by the Mission.

4. Among the requests made earlier by the Commission, a senior and 
competent officer of the Mission was to be earmarked as the Liaison 
officer for the Commission.

5. The Commission has proposed that a stenographer could be 
spared by our Mission. This seems to be logical since there is only one 
witness who has agreed to depose formally before the Commission, and, 
therefore, the requirement of secretarial assistance for the Commission 
would be minimal. The Commission had earlier asked for the services of 
an interpreter for its interactions with the local public. This could also be 
arranged by the Mission.

6. Regarding the request for video recording of the informal meeting 
of the Commission with some of the witnesses at the Renkoji Temple, we 
may request our Mission to make necessary arrangements. They could 
similarly arrange for a photographer to take photographs at the Renkoji 
Temple as requested by the Commission.

7. As regards the proposed visit to Taiwan, since there is no 
representative of the Govt, of India in Taiwan, we will not be able to make 
the desired arrangements through such channels as proposed by the 
Commission. A decision will, therefore, have to be taken as to how the 
visit of the Commission to Taiwan is to be arranged and necessary 
facilities provided to them. In this connection, a background of the visit of 
the Khosla Commission to Taiwan in 1973 as available in the files of EA 
Division will be revealing. At that time, the MHA was informed that the 
Commission could not be extended any facilities through official channels 
and that they were to use ordinary travel channels to arrange for visas, 
accommodation, etc. in Taiwan (S.No. 83-A/corr of F. No. C/551/5/72-JP- 
Vol.l refers). MHA’s sanction for the visit of the Justice Khosla 
Commission may also be seen at S No.11/corr of F.No. C/551/5/72-JP- 
Vol.ll.

8. In view of the above, it is proposed to write to the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission and our Mission in Tokyo as per the draft letters 
placed below. Also the decision regarding modalities of the visit of the 
Commission to Taiwan needs to be taken in view of para 7 above.
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9. It may be mentioned here that the financial sanction for the visit wil 
be accorded by the MHA who have already been approached by the 
Commission for this purpose.

^ Submitted please.

As hjupasioU 7  o J t O v  JjLcu£/icryi

(  4-. syUULck, ijb  hz X&JhciM/ G*A jfe $ta U&tujui,
l£x> iCJULtA~6>̂  A ,

/ <̂|L*-0\X4L ,

Reference: above note by US (NGO) regarding the visit to 
Jap an  and Taiwan of the Commission enquiring into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji.

2. Arrangements required in Tokyo (paras 2-6 of US (NGO)’s 
note) will be made by our Mission. Expenditure will be raised 
against a  sanction issued by MHA.

3. With regard to the proposed visit to Taiwan there are two 
issues to be considered:

(a) The Commission has requested the “representative of the 
Government of India in Taiwan” to make necessary arrangem ents. 
Government has no such representative in Taiwan. Although 
Government has a non-official representation -  the India-Taipei 
Association -  this is not officially acknowledged by Government. 
Funds for ITA are entirely paid through DG. No accounts are 
rendered to CCOA.

ITA could assist in making arrangem ents only, but will not be in 
a position to make any paym ents against MHA or Government 
sanction. ITA Taipei will also be advised not to be associated with 
the Commission’s visit to Taiwan, and if contacted, to state tha t 
they are a non-Governmental organisation. We may also have to 
discreetly brief Justice Mukherjee before his visit on the 
sensitivities involved, in order to avoid m isunderstanding, and 
also public mention in his report of the sta tus of ITA. Payment 
for all services in Taipei will have to be made by the Commission 
delegation themselves. (nrnvuiW ais«i\eecfi-4vb«



(b) The second issue is regarding their programme in Taipei. So 
far they have not been able to locate any witnesses. Although ITA 
Taipei has made more than  one effort (the Commission is not 
aware of this fact) the leads given by the Commission have been 
found inadequate by Taiwanese authorities. Likewise, we have no 
information whether the site of the alleged plane crash, the site of 
the Japanese Military Field Hospital, etc. still remain. This may 
not be likely given the phenomenal economic development tha t 
Taiwan has seen in the past half century. We could therefore 
suggest to the Commission for its consideration tha t a five-day visit 
to Taipei may not be justified in the light of the above.

4. We may seek FS’s approval for the course of action a t 3(a) &
(b) above, and for the draft message addressed to the Director 
General of the India-Taipei Association Shri Ranjit Gupta.

5. JS  (EA) may kindly see before the file is submitted for FS’s 
approval.

(Vijay Gokhale) 
Jo in t Secretary (CNV)

9.8.2002
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NGO Section

Reference FRs

FRI (S.No. 57/c) : The Justice Mukheijee Commission has asked for details 
relating to a broadcast allegedly made from Radio Moscow by a student in the 
name of Subhas Chandra Bose. The Commission has sent us extracts from a PMO 
file pertaining to the subject. However, the extract appears to be incomplete. We 
may, therefore, request PMO to send us the rest of the relevant material from the 
concerned file to facilitate our reply to the Commission. A U.O. note is placed 
below for signature please.

2. FRII (S.No. 58/c) : The Commission has asked for the address, phone 
numbers, etc., of the National Archives of USA and “Records Administration, 
Maryland, USA!" A fax to our Mission in Washington is placed on the file for 
signature please.

3. FRIO (S.No. 59/c) : This refers to a previous letter dated 28.1.02 of the 
Commission which does not seem to have been received by us. In this letter, the 
Commission has referred to PMO’s note of 23.5.1990 and a few communications 
which were endorsed therewith to JS(EA) and has desired to know MEA’s action 
thereon. Since the Commission has mentioned that the concerned notes and letters 
are available in PMO’s file No.n 800/6/C/I/90-Pol, we may write to PMO to obtain 
these documents to enable us take further necessary action in the matter.

4. FRIV (S.No. 60/c) : L&T Division has responded to our note o f 27th July 
(S.No. 20/c) seeking to know whether India had signed any treaty in 1971 by which 
the limitations of time bar regarding arrest and trial of war criminals was 
withdrawn. Our reference to L&T Division was in response to the Commission’s 
request for the details of war criminals of India or of Indian origin for whose arrest 
and trial India had signed the treaty.

5. L&T Division has now clarified that inter alia India’s accession to the 
Convention on the non-Applicability of the Statutory Limitations to War Crimes 
and Crimes Against Humanity on 12th January, 1971 was not linked to the trial of 
any specific accused persons (since no Indian nationals were accused of war 
crimes) but was an affirmation of India’s support for the principle that persons 
accused of war crimes should not escape punishment through applicable statutory 
limitations. We may, therefore, reply to the Commission as per the letter placed 
below.

6. FRV (S.No. 68/c) : This is regarding the address of various archives in 
Russia. We have already sought the desired information from our Mission in 
Moscow vide our letter of 5.7.02 at S.No.l3/c. We may send a reminder to Moscow 
in this connection. Fair letter is placed below for signature please.
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No.25/4/NGO-Vol.VIII (Part)

Ministry of External Affairs 
NGO Section

Subject: Proposed visit of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to 
Japan to examine witnesses, etc., pertaining to Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose - Political Clearance regarding.

Reference FR \eq /e )

MHA have sought political clearance for the visit of the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to Japan spanning from 12th September, 
2002 to 18th September, 2002. We may request East Asia Division to give
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The Justice Mukherjee Commission enquiring into the alleged 
disappearance of Subhas Chandra Bose had desired to visit the following sites 
in Taipei in connection with the enquiry:

(a) Taihoku Airport, site of the alleged plane crash on 18.8.1945.
(b) Nam Mong (Nam Mon) Military Hospital, Taihoku, where Netaji allegedly

(c) Municipal Crematorium, Taipei, where the alleged body of Netaji was 
allegedly cremated. (To access records)

(d) Bureau of Health & Hygiene, Taipei Municiapl Hospital -  the cremation 
certificate was issued by them.

(e) Hokutu Military Hospital where Col. H. Rehman and others in the alleged 
plane crash were transferred.

2. ITA was requested to let us know the present status of the above sites 
and feasibility of the proposed visit to these places by the Commission. ITA 
was also requested to indicate what ‘new developments’ have come up at the 
location of the former Japanese Military Hospital and whether its records have 
been transferred elsewhere.

(a) Taihoku Airport is the operational domestic airport in Taipei. A visit is 
possible with permission from the authorities. However, no records 
pertaining to the period (August 1945) is available with the airport 
authorities. The physical layout of the airport has changed and no one 
knows where exactly the air crash had taken place.

(b) Nam Mong Military Hospital does not exist. No one could say where 
exactly it was located earlier. It is presumed that this hospital might have 
been located at the same place as the former Weixu Hospital. Even this 
latter hospital ceased to exist since the late 1940s and its previous records 
are not available. According to the National Archives, these were possibly 
burnt.

(c) The erstwhile Municipal Crematorium does not exist anymore. It has been 
converted into a green park. There is no clue as to its previous records.

(d) The Taipei Municipal authorities are not even aware of any organisation by 
name Bureau of Health & Hygiene. They have no records of any such 
office.

(e) Hokutu Military Hospital is now known as the National Force Beitou 
Military Hospital, Taipei. Its authorities have no record older than 1992. 
All the earlier records have already been destroyed.

4. The ITA also checked up with the National Archives of Taiwan, the 
National Central Library and two newspapers of the period (one in Chinese 
and the other in the Japanese language) to find any reference to the incident of 
August 1945. No news report on Netaji could be located. The National 
Archives also has no record of the air crash in which Netaji was allegedly

died.

3. ITA has given their response to the above points, para-wise, as under:

killed.

Submitted, please.

(Sandip Mitra) 
Under Secretary (NGO-1)

12.09.2002
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No. 25/4/NGO - VolVIII (Part) 
Ministry of External Affairs 

NGO Section

JS(CNV) received a call from Shri P.K.Sengupta, Secretary, Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, stating that Justice M.K.Mukherjee, 
Chairman, will be in New Delhi next week and would like to call on EAM at 
his convenience.

2. The Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry was set up by the 
Ministry of Home Affairs in May, 1999 to inquire into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Justice Mukherjee has 
been to London in July, 2001 and has recently visited Japan in connection 
with the ongoing inquiry. They have also expressed the desire to visit 
Taipei to see the site of the alleged plane crash involving Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose and some other relevant places.

3. EAM’s office may kindly indicate a suitable time and date for the 
requested courtesy call on EAM by Justice Mukherjee.

96 p i '

(D —

^  Cl. b J& C -ay j k tn *
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Reference FRs

1. S.No. 122(FRI): The Commission has raised certain queries on the 
source and authenticity of some messages of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose apparently broadcast after the alleged plane crash of 18th August, 
1945. Copies of these messages are available in a PMO file as enclosure 
to a letter dated 11.2.92 of former MP, Shri Chitta Basu. The PMO, in its 
reply to the Commission has stated that these papers were sent to the 
then MOS(EA) for action. On examining the files available in the Section, 
including those received from East Asia Division, it is seen that there is a 
copy of the aforesaid letter (without the enclosures) of Shri Chitta Basu in 
EA Division’s file No. C/551 /14/90-JP. However, the file does not give any 
evidence of any action which might have been taken on the letter.

2. There is a possibility, however, that the matter might have been dealt 
with in EA Division’s file No. C/551/7/92-JP (Subject: Disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose) since the file belongs to the same period as 
the letter in question. It may be mentioned here, that this file has been 
requisitioned by the Justice Mukherjee Commission. We had, therefore, 
on 16th July, 2002 requested EA Division to send us this file. There have 
been subsequent correspondence on this issue with EA Division. They 
have now confirmed that the file is not traceable. It is necessary to 
mention here that the file in question appears to be important not only 
from the point of view of the subject matter of the FR under examination, 
but, as will be seen in the following paras, for getting relevant material to 
respond to the other communications from the Commission.

3. We will, therefore, have no alternative but to inform the Commission 
that documents available with us do not shed any light on the follow-up 
action taken on Shri Chitta Basu’s letter. But, since the Commission has 
requisitioned file No. C/551/7/92-JP, we will have to give them a factually 
correct response that despite a thorough search the file is not traceable. 
This, however, might invite adverse comments from the Commission.

4. S.No. 124(FRII): The Commission has asked for copies of notes dated 
13.9.1993 of Shri A.K.Sinha, the then US(AP). A part of these notes was 
located by the Commission in one of PMO’s file. PMO has mentioned in its 
reply to the Commission that these notes were from an MEA file which 
was returned to the Ministry. We have not been able to locate this note in 
our records. Apparently, going by the date of the note, it could also have 
been a part of EA Division’s file No. C/551/7/92-JP which is untraceable 
as already mentioned in the preceding paras. It is, therefore, submitted for 
instructions/orders as to what reply should be sent to the Commission in 
this case.

5. S.No. 129(FRHI): This is regarding submission of counter-affidavit or
affidavit-in-opposition in respect of averments/contentions/allegations
contained in the affidavits of different deponents filed before the 
Commission. Vide the Commission’s letter of 30th May, 2001 forwarded 
with MHA’s letter of 4th July, 2001 (S.No. 108/c of Vol. VI of this file), it was 
sought to submit an affidavit in respect of documents mentioned in the 
petition of one Nandalal Chakrabarti. In the list of important documents 
mentioned in this petition, only one document - a record of the interview
of the then Ambassador of India in Moscow, Shri K.P.S.Menon with Stalin 
in February, 1953 - was found to be relevant to our Ministry. This
document was shared in original with the Chairman of the Commission 
and an affidavit, as desired by the Commission, was also filed in this
connection on 1.4.2002 (S.No. 105/c of F.No. 25/4/NGO - Vol.VII). The 
Commission has, however, been asking us to submit a counter-affidavit or 
affidavit-in-opposition in respect of the affidavits of different deponents 
filed before the Commission.
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6. We have, till now, on the basis of the affidavit of 1.4.2002, been informing 
the Commission that no action is pending on our side. Our letters of 
21.2.02, 2.4.02, 28.5.02 and the last one of 19.8.02 refer in this connection. 
On further examination of the petition of Shri Nandalal Chakrabarti, it is 
observed that there is a reference to several documents which were 
indicated in earlier affidavits (of which Shri Nandalal Chakrabarti was a co­
petitioner) filed before the Commission. These documents have been listed 
at Annexure -01 to the petition of Shri Chakrabarti. The Commission has 
asked us to submit our counter-affidavits in respect of the documents listed 
in this annexure which are relevant to this Ministry.

7. It is observed that the following documents are relevant to MEA from 
amongst the entire list at Annexure-01

(a) reply of Lord Mountbatten dated 10.3.1978 to Shri N.G.Goray, the 
then High Commission in London.

(b) Cremation Certificate supposedly of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.
(c) Report dated 28.10.1949 of “Interpress” a German intelligence 

magazine.
(d) Declassified CIA documents of February, 1964 (relating a story 

regarding the possible return of one Subhas Chandra Bose).
(e) Resolution of the UN General Assembly and India’s ratification in 

1971 of the Convention on the Non-Applicability of the Statutory 
Limitations to War Crimes

Out of the above, we have located copies of (a)(F.No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.lll) 
and (b)(S.No.8/c of F.No.25/4/NGO-Vol.lV). We also have a copy of (c) - 
though of unverified authenticity- as an enclosure to a Resolution of All 
India Forward Bloc dated 24.8.1990 (F.No.C/551/14/90-JP). As regard 
declassified and other US documents, the position regarding their 
availability and accessibility has already been intimated to the Commission 
separately. Regarding (e), copies of relevant documents have been 
forwarded to the Commission. The documents available with us do not 
seem to contain any contentions/allegations which need to be countered by 

j the Ministry. It is, therefore, felt that, under these circumstances, there is &  
I no need for submitting any counter-affidavit to the Commission.

8. The Commission in its letter(FR) has stated that it presumes that the 
Ministry does not have anything to enable it to say anything to cay anything 
contrary to or rebut on oath the averments and contentions in the affidavits. 
From the letter, it is also obvious that no concerned Ministry/Department of 
the Govt, of India has submitted any counter-affidavit.

9. S.No. 130(FRIV):This is regarding the judgement of the Rajasthan High 
Court and its follow-up by this Ministry. The first reference to this issue was 
received by us from MHA and, as desired by them, our reply was sent to 
them as at S.No. 23/c. We may inform the Commission accordingly.

10. S.No. 131(FRV):The Commission has sought our response to the letter 
dated 15.10.1970 of Shri M.L.Sondhi, former MP, to then President, Shri 
V.V.Giri. We have already replied to the Commission on this issue vide our 
letter of 19.8.02 at S.No. 54/c. We may inform the Commission as per the 
letter placed below.

11. S.No.132(FRVI):This refers to a radio speech made by a student in the 
name of Subhas Chandra Bose from Radio Moscow after signing of the 
Tashkent Agreement. The Commission has asked for the full text, full 
particulars of the student who made the speech, and true copy of the report 
sent by Radio Moscow.
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12. In EA Division’s file No. C/551/8/70-JP (Vol. I), we find a list of files of 
MEA which were sent to MHA in 1970 in connection with the Justice 
Khosla Commission of Inquiry. Among these files, file No. C/125/11/69-JP 
is found to bear the subject - Parliament Question regarding broadcast by 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose on Radio Moscow. It is very likely that the 
details asked for by the Justice Mukherjee Commission are present in this 
file. However, we have not received this file from EA Division who have 
already stated that they have sent to us all files relating to Netaji which 
were available with them. We may, however, check with them about the 
availability of this file. It may be mentioned here that we have not found 
any other document which could throw some light on the matter under 
consideration. We may, therefore, await a response from EA Division 
regarding the availability or otherwise of the file before we reply to the 
Commission. A note is placed below in this connection.

In view of para 9 and 10 on pre-page, we may reply to the 
Commission as per the letter placed below.

For consideration please.

As regards para 7 of p.39/n, it is submitted that we may write to the 
Commission that there do not appear to be any point against which an 
affidavit is required to be submitted by us. However, some of the 
documents listed in Annexure-01 of Sh. Nandalal Chakrabarti’s petition 
are available with this Ministry and we could supply their certified copies, if 
so desired by them. Depending on the Commission’s reply, such copies 
can be made and supplied. A letter to the Commission on these lines is 
also placed below of consideration.
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W tpry y>^i>^zrj4 yy Â ^ypr ^ o j a rp r^  -^ s ri- r> n  ^

^ SSr ^ T f^ lr y  i / H H  22ff jp y  - G- n  j,



l^ e u d

£W(i<=,<2_yc

t f

 ̂ CdWvWv, 4̂ x«snv diLlA~L  fJ

IvirvJU l illce. tv jfcf~ «-y ot( ^ cX u 'o -̂c-o

U ^ C Lcdu^  Jfc< *U L < LU qL  GUl JU cjJ l

A  v̂-Gwe tvv f̂ lfc zp  / jN f i tK

^  ^  (j^ L C ^  h tA A jd t^  O c O  fc _  tfy v L t 

"JX\̂  AvKv^-v (Jta-cvv/ ,

i+4. a lh su x-sJL y t& U Jv^ ^ J

v̂isv̂  C ^ w c f W s v o v , ,U\

/t*€, ts r lfc  k  ^

d Jh lA X ,< L _c d ^ , ^ —e. Jb iM rtsV i

Jv — t ~̂o o

«*Û  1/VvĴf c

u rn 'll

-<?/fe. (>*<%>) ~

$ .W l . (* l o t )  -

S ,N ^ ,(‘i » a ') t ( ‘SJo ') — ]_&u«_

\ W ^  \ L'
>.̂ t

S f'll'IU '^  -

M r .
M  n[oj. 

F*L

ia (V & o

££• X<A,



A

- -•)

>L/ 6
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Ministry of External Affairs 
NGO Section

Dy. 7764/NGO/02 ... FR (Z  m .S m /g. }

Reference FR

Subject: Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry -  request for 
documents relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 
various foreign countries.

The Justice Mukherjee Commission has from time to time asked 
the Ministry to approach various foreign Governments to make available 
all documents, whether classified or unclassified, relating to Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose.

2. Till the receipt of the letter of the Commission under consideration, 
we had been asked to approach only the Governments of USA, Russia 
and other States of the former Soviet Union, U.K., Japan, Taiwan and 
Vietnam for obtaining the documents. It may be mentioned here that, as a 
matter of rule, the Commission has not provided specific details of the 
documents required by them from these countries. The requests have 
been very general in nature. We had, accordingly, taken up the matter 
through our concerned Missions. The outcome of our effort in this regard 
has been tabulated in the chart placed below.

3. The Commission has now asked us to also approach the 
Governments of Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Germany and Ireland for 
making available all documents whether classified, de-classified or 
unclassified, containing material relevant to the points of inquiry of the 
Commission. It has also asked us to further persuade the Governments 
already approached for the said documents. While in the former case, we 
could write to our concerned Missions for the requisite information or 
material, in the latter case, it is not clear as to how effective it will be to 
take up the issue again with the respective Governments who have 
already been approached and have given their response as indicated in 
the chart. A few specific cases may help to elucidate the point.

(A) USA: We have been told that documents once de-classified 
are no longer retained by the US Govt. These would be available in 
various archives in the USA. To access these, one will require the 
services of a researcher. In this background, it would be futile to request 
the US Govt, for such documents. As regards classified documents, it has 
been made clear that specific details are required to be provided to 
requisition these documents. Requests of a general nature will not suffice.

(B) Russia: Some documents which were forwarded by the 
Russian Foreign Office through our Mission in Moscow have been sent to 
the Commission. It is necessary to mention here that efforts to procure 
information and material on Netaji from Russia had been made at the 
official level in the past also. A brief chronology of events in this regard is 
given below:

(i) In January 8, 1992, the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs had 
informed that “according to the data in the Central and Republican 
Archives, no information whatsoever is available on the stay of ... Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose in the Soviet Union in 1945 and in subsequent 
years”.
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(ii) Thereafter, in response to the then Ambassador’s reference on the 
issue, the Russian Foreign Office informed on October 27, 1995, that “as a 
result of the investigations carried out at the Central Archival Collection of the 
Federal Security Service of Russia and the Russian Centre for Retention and 
Perusal of documents on Modern History, no information whatsoever has 
come to light on the stay of Subhas Chandra Bose on the territory of the 
former USSR in 1945 and in subsequent years”.

(iii) The Chief of Central Archives of the Ministry of Defence in 
response to a query from one Shri L.Joychandra Singh of Imphal had vide 
his letter of October 15, 1996 , mentioned that “there are no records with the 
Central Archives of the Ministry of Defence ... about the catastrophe in 
August, 1945 and death of ... Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose”. The Directorate 
of Foreign Relations, Ministry of Defence had on March 20, 1997 forwarded a 
copy of the letter of October 15,1996 and further pointed out that “there is no 
other data relating to the fate of Subhas Chandra Bose...

(iv) The State Archive Service of the Russian Federation informed on 
August 4, 1997 that “the Centre for Preservation of Historical Documental 
Collection does not have any information on Subhas Chandra Bose”.

4. Given this background, further persuasion with the Russian authorities 
may seem undesirable.

5. In view of the above, it is proposed to request the Governments for the 
requisite documents where either no request has gone or we have not 
received any response till date. As regards further persuasion with the 
foreign Governments (like those of USA, Russia and U.K.), it is submitted for 
consideration/orders as to what course of action is to be taken.
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NGO Section

S.No. (226) FR

Reference FR

This is regarding the Status Report of the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission for the period 1.11.2002 to 30.11.2002. The Commission has 
asked for our replies in the form of an affidavit to the paras concerning MEA 
in the said report. However, a scrutiny of the report reveals that the matters 
raised in most of the paras have already been replied to. We may, 
therefore, send a normal para-wise reply to the Commission and, thereafter, 
if the Commission so desires, submit an affidavit incorporating our replies.

The paras concerning us and the position in each case are given
below.

Para 3 : The Commission desires to have a copy of the note dated
30.9.93 of Shri A.K.Sinha, the then US(AP). The concerned file has not yet 
been located and the Commission was informed of this in our letter of
5.12.2002 (S.No. 219/c).

Para 4 (a ): This is regarding the Rajasthan High Court judgement of 4.3.87 
a copy of which has since been sent to the Commission vide our letter of
1.1.2003/eQ/2>i/t) .

Para 4(b)(ii): This is regarding the action taken on the letter dated 15.10.70 
of Shri M.L.Sondhi, MP. We had responded to the Commission in this 
matter vide our letters dated 19.4.02 (S.No. 119/c) and 15.5.02 (S.No. 
140/c). ■XQ]

Para 4(d) : This is regarding the speech made over Radio Moscow by a 
student in the name of Subhas Chandra. A full report in the case was sent 
to the Commission vide our letter of 5.12.2002 (S.No. 218/c).

Para 11(a) : The commission had raised certain queries with regard to 
some messages of Netaji. Since these messages could not be located in 
our records, we had, accordingly, replied to the Commission vide our letter 
of 5.12.2002 (S.No. 219/c).

Para 12 : This is regarding the list of archives in the countries constituting 
the erstwhile Soviet Union. We are receiving the desired information from 
the concerned Missions. We may inform the Commission accordingly.

Para 13 : The Commission has mentioned various documents and also 
referred to various communications which are likely to be available in 
different institutions/archives in the USA. We may, therefore, write to our 
Mission in Washington and inform the Commission of this.

Para 15 : The Commission has sought to know our response to the letter of
13.3.93 of the then President of India, Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma. We have 
already replied in the matter vide our letter of 1.1.2003.(S nd.^Si / )̂

Para 16 : The Commission desires to know of further developments in the 
matter of release of classified documents by the Govt, of U.K. As our 
Mission in London has not informed us of further developments in the 
matter, we may inform the Commission accordingly and send a reminder to 
the Mission.

Para 18 : This para is essentially a report of the visit of the Commission to 
Japan and its aftermath, including the matter of examination of the ashes 
kept in the Renkoji Temple by DNA test. No action is expected of this 
Ministry at this stage.
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Para 19 : This is regarding the request to the Commission by a deponent 
for visiting the USA, U.K. and Germany for examining various documents 
pertaining to Netaji which are supposedly lying in these countries. Since it is 
the prerogative of the Commission to decide on the utility of any such visit, 
and the Ministry can only render necessary assistance in this regard, we 
may inform the Commission accordingly.

Para 24 : The Commission has sought certain original documents relating 
to the alleged death/cremation of Netaji. The matter is under reference to 
our Mission in Tokyo whose response is awaited. We may apprise the 
Commission of this.

In view of the above, placed below are three letters (one each to the 
Commission, E/I, Washington and HCI, London) for approval / signatures 
please.
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INDIA-TAIPEI ASSOCIATION, TAIPEI
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Suite 2010, TWTC international Trade Building; No.333, Keclung Road Sec. I ;
Taipei, Taiwan

Tel: (8862)- 27576112 Fax: (8862>275761 f7 E-mail: b78ita@ms24.binet.net

FAX M ESSAG E

TO: ITA jSouncil. (91-11-3792124)

FROM: India Taipei Association, Taipei.

This has. reference to the fax message o f August 23, 2002 from Shri Vijay 
Gofchale and our interim reply of Atigust(23. 2002 regarding the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji. no

fi .>
We have checked up with the National Archives of Taiwan and National 
Central Library, Taiwan Branch to find any reference to the above incident. 
We checkcd up two newspapers (these are the only available newspapers for 
the period in question with the library) ~ Taiwan Xinbao (in Japanese) and 
Chungyang Ribao (in Chinese) for the entire month of August, 1945 at the 
Library but (ailed to find any news-rcport on Netaji in either of them. The 
National Archives docs not have any record of the crash of military aircraft 
which allegedly earned Netaji aboard it. As earlier intimated the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs here has also been unsuccessful in locating any relevant 
material

Point wise response to the queries raised in the paragraph 3 of the above 
message are as follows:

,  \ 
f t  cLxpcn s-e %

a. Taihoku (Sung Shan) airport is the operational domestic airport in 
Taipei. Visit to the airport is feasible after obtaining necessary 
permissions from the local government"agencies. But it is not at all
ikely that any new piece of information will be forthcoming as there are 

no records of that period available with the airport authorities. The 
physical layout of the airport has changed so much over the years that no 
body "even knows where exactly the air-crash took place (Dr. Krishna 
Bose had recently visited Taipei. With the assistance from the local

ik TtvJL •
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authorities, she visited SungShan airport but could not see anything of 
relevance.).

b. ifN'am Mong Military Hospital does not exist any more. No one here has 
jW y clear idea of where this hospital existed. However, the officials at 
the National Archives and the Department of Health guess that this 
hospital might have been at the same place as the former Weixu hospital. 
The erstwhile Weixu hospital was located at the intersection of 
Chunghua Road Section* 1 and Guangzhou Street. The previous records 
of Weixu hospital arc not available anywhere in Taiwan since this 
hospital also has ceased to exist since the late 1940s. The authorities at 
the National Archives guess that they were burnt.

c. The Municipal Crematorium in Taipei where the body of Netaji was 
1 allegedly cremated does not exist any more and no clues to the location
I of its past records could be found. The Crematorium has been converted
into a green park (Nos, 14 and 15) at the intersection o f Chung Shan 
North Road Section-2 and Nanjing East Road Section-1

d. On checking up with the Taipei Municipal authorities, we have been told 
that they are not aware o f any organisation with such a nomenclature. 
They do not have any records of any such office.

e. Hokutu Military Hospital is currently known as National Force Beitou 
Military Hospital at plot no. 60, Xin Min Road in Beitou, Taipei. We 
checked up with the authorities there only to find that they do not have 
any records older than 1992. All the earlier records have already been 
destroyed!

Given that no one in the National Archives, National Central Library, 
Department o f Health, Ministry o f National Defence, Ministry o f Foreign 
Affairs, Taipei Municipal Government, Airport authorities -  all o f whom we 
have contacted, has been able to indicate anything regarding the availability of 
records in Taiwan, rest of information is not forthcoming.

This issues with DG’s approval.

Date; 9.9.2002

Deputy Director General


