PREFACE.

N the former Volume of the Society’s
Tranfa&ions, the premiums offered for
the Year enfuing, were intermixed with
the papers publithed under the feveral
Heads of Agriculture, Chemifiry, Polite
Arts, Manufaltures, Mechanicks, and Colo-
nies and Trade, but the neceflity of waiting
till the time of renewing the premiums
was expired, which by the Rules of the
Society is the fecond Wednefday in April,
occafioned fuch delay, that the book could
not be printed before the Society’s adjourn-
ment during the Summer months took
place ; it has therefore been judged proper
to change the mode of arrangement, aud
to priut the feveral papers, intended to
form the prefent volume, under their difte-
rent Heads, adding the Lift of Premiums
compleat at the end of the book ; this will
appear more methodical and commodious,

and expedite the annual publication.
a3 Another
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Another circumftance occurs in this vo-
lume which requires fome explanation.

In order to give the public the moft clear
information peffible, of the diftribution of
the feveral rewards bcﬁowcd,by the Socie-
ty, a general ftatement of them from the
firft inftitution to the Year 1782, was in-
ferted in the firft volume, but as many per=-
fons may be defirous of knowing to what
individuals the rewards have been adjudged,
a lift of thofe who have received them, is -
now introduced into each Clafs, beginning
with the year 1775, and ending with the
year 1783. To fuch as are not fully ac-
quainted with the proceedings of the So-
ciety, it will not very plainly appear, why
the year 1775 is made choice of for begin-
ning the lift in this volume.

It is neceflary therefore to obferve, that
many of the papers communicated to the
Society before that period, were given to
the late Mr. DossIE, to Le inferted in the

work
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work publithed by him, under the Title of
Memoirs of Agricultureandother Oeconomical
Arts, and as in the third volume of that
work, a lift of fuch,perfons as had been
rewarded by the Society previous to that
time, is inferted, the lift given in this vo-
lume will ferve as a continuation, and
make a compleat Catalogue of the rewards
hitherto beftowed to promote the views of
the inftitution, with the names of thofe to
whom they have been given, annexed.

The favourable reception which the firft
volume of the Tranfa&ions met with, has
fhewn the utility of fuch an annual publi-
cation, and it is believed the perufal of the
following fheets, will afford equal matte:
of inftruétion and entertainment, and ftill
further prove (if further proof is neceflary)
the great benefits which have accrued to the
community from the rewards which the
meritorious have received from the Society.

The future Volumes of this Work will
a4 furnifth
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furnith means of conveying to the world
the Sentiments of ingenious Men, on {ub-
je&ts the moft interefting to every commer-
cial Country, viz, Improvements in ARTS,
MaNvuracTUurEs, and CoMMERCE. The
Correfpondence therefore of all fuch is in-
vited, that thofe thoughts which tend to
promote the public Good, may be pre-
ferved, and the Authors of them recorded
in a mdnner honourable to themfelves, and
beneficial to Mankind,

It is here unneceflary to enumerate par»
ticularly the feveral articles which will be
found in the following fheets, yet it may
not be amifs to point out fome of them.

In AGRICULTURE, the reader will find
great attention has been paid to the plant-
ing Trees for Timber, an objeét highly
deferving every encouragement the Society
can beftow upon it, and from the number
and refpefability of the Candidates who
have offered in claim of thofe rewards,

there
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there can be no doubt fuch premiums have
ftimulated -many of the firft CharaGers in
the Kingdom to turn their thoughts towards
this {pecies of improvement.

Some obfervations will be found under
the fame head, refpe@ing the ufe of the
Larch Tree, and a comparative examina=
tion of the Drill and Broad-Caft Hufbandry,
a fubje&t of much Debate among thofe gen-
tflemen who have attentively confidered
this branch of Agriculture,

A paper is alfo added containing fome
further remarks on the culture and ufe of
the Turnep-rooted Cabbage, which may
ferve as a fupplement to thofe Letters in-
ferted-in the former Volume, and ftill fur-
ther thew the advantages that will attend a
more enlarged cultivation of that excellent
Plant. Thefe are fome of the principal
matters under this Clafs, but many other
ufeful ones will be found on the perufal of
the Work. -

Uader
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Under the heads of CHEMisTRY, M4~
NUFACTURES, and MECHANICKs, are in-
ferted fome papers relative to each of thofe
feveral Obje@s of the Society’s Regard.

Among thefe the raifing Silk Worms to
Advantage in this Kingdom, will appear
{from fome Letters now inferted, more
pra&icable than has been generally ima-
gined, efpecially as it is feen that there is a
probability of obtaining food for thofe ufeful
infe@&s among our indigenous plants; a
circumftance of great importance, when it
is confidered how precarious their exiftence
muft be in this Climate, if the Mulberry
tree is, as generally thought, their only fup-
port.

The Letters inferted in the clafs of Me-
chanicks, on the Gun Harpoon, it is believ-
ed, will afford much f{atisfation to every
one who knows the great Confequence of
the Greenland Fithery, both as a Nurfery
{for hardy fcamen, and for enabling us to

fupply
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fupply ourfelves in a great meafure, with
the immenfe quantity of Fifh Oil, confumed
in this Country.

In the clafs of PoriTE ARTs, will be
. found a method of taking impreflions in
Colours, from Mezzotinto Plates, an art
hitherto unpublithed, but which, when well
executed, produces a very beautiful effect.

Having thus, in a fummary manner,given
an account of fome-of the papers contained
in the following pages, the whole is now
fubmitted to the candid Reader, well af-
fured that when the ufefulnefs of the So-
ciety becomes univerfally known, it cannot

fail of receiving the fupport of a generous
Publick.
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