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VIL An Account of a Book Intitled, Diflertatio
Epiftolaris de Glandulis conglobatis Durx
Meningis humanz, indeque ortis Lympha-
ticis ad Piasn Meningem produéis. Authore
Antonio Pacchiono. Romz 1705. §vo.

TY " HIS Differtation feems to be only a Supplement,

l or Appendix, to a  Treatife-of the -Dwra Muter,
which our Author, that Induftrious and moft Inquifitive
Anatomift, Pacchionus, had publith’d (ometime before.
In this his chief Defign is to inquire into the Service,
and find out the Origin of that Humor, which moi-
{tens the Brain and its Membranes in every dead Ani-
mzl.

He mentions three things, which kept him trom en-
gaging in this Inquiry much f{ooner.

The fir(t was, becaufe the Accorate Nichins very
much blamed their freedom, who were too forward in
admitting any Lymphatick Veflels in the Brain: bor
he freely owns, thar he could never fucceed in this mat-

ter, tho’ with the greateft exattnefs he had often at--

tempted it.

The next was, becaufe the Great Malpighins, who
was {o curious and happy in difcovering the Glands of
the Thorax and Abdomen, did never take the leaft no.
tice of any in the Dura Mater,

The third Obftacle, that ftood in his way, was the
texturc of the Membrane itfelf ; which is fo thick, and
compoftd of Fibres o very ftrong, that they feem al-
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moft to be Mufcular, and probably altegether unfit for
todging any {uch bodies asGlands are.

But at laft the Kuoife removed all thefe Difficulties,
and he happily fucceeded in- the Difcovery of the fol-
-lowing Olands, which are the Subjet of this Book.

Before he deferibes thefe :Glandulous Bodies;. he pre-

mifes a- fhort Account of the Structure of the Longitu-
dinal and Lateral Sinus’s of the Dura Mater § bnt adds
lietle - or nothing to what the Renowned Willis, and
the Sagacious Vieuffens, have already.faid on that Sub-
je&k.
! In cxamining the-Cavity of the Longitudinal Sinas,
immediately undér its membranous Expanfions, in the
Area or middle of its- Corde, mention’d by Dr. Willis,
(that is, the fmall tranfverfe Fibres, which like Ropes
keep the Walls of this Sinus from being over-dilated by
the influent Blood) our Author had the good Fortune
to difeover 4-great number of Conglobate Glands, which
are all contained by a fine and proper Membrane, as in
a Bag. For the moft part they appear in Clufters, and
are feldom fcatterd ‘here and there. Their Figure is
roundifh 5 and in bignefs they equal a Silk-worms Egg,
if infpeCted. as foon as the Body is opened 3 but if the
Meninx be macerated in Vinegar for a Month, or more,
they are bigger than a Millet Seed. In Old People,
and in thofe who bave died of a lingring Difeafe, they
may be feen by the naked Eye, without any Micro--
fcope, or previous.Preparation. They are incompailed
with -fine Carnous Fibres 5 whence they putr on a pale
Colour: But when thefe Fibres are much relaxed, as
happens in an Hydrocephalus, or Comatole Diltempers of
the Brain, they become white and very big.
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In. the Lateral Simus’s "thay are feldom or fevereb,
fervid; becaule in thofe, he thinks, they would have
been more fubjett to’ the fuperincumbent weight and
préfiure of the Brain, which would much have incom-
moded their-Office 5 but by their fituation  in the Lon-
gitudinal Siwus, there could no.{uch inconveniency hap-
pen.
¥ From the aforefaid Glands innumerable fine Threads
arife, and are only their Excretory Veflels, which are
fpread -all over the infide of the Pia Mater, being ac-
companicd and ftrengthned in their courfe by Fibresand
other Blood Vefiels. It is thefe Fibres which-join the
Me#inges to onc another: And if you take care that the
Dura Mater be not hurt in taking off the upper part of
the Scull, in dividing thefe Membranes, you may obferve
Liquors of differeat colours: ouze and drop from them
when cut.

~ Our Author is not pofitive that thefe Excretory Du&s
penctrate into the Medullary Subftance of the Brain 3
but affirms, that they creep along its inner Protube-
rances and accidental Cavities. This Difcovery confirms
what Bohr and fome others have faid about the Lym-
phaticks of the Brainj but-before: our Induftrious Au-
thor, none did ever fo much. as pretend to fix their
Origtnarion, which he has traced from the Glands
lodged in the Longttudinal Sizus, as above.

The Ufe he afligns to thefe Glands, is to feparate
and frain a particular kind of Homor from the Blood
which, in his"Opinion; may ferve to keep the Mem-
branes and Surfaces of the Cavities and Protuberances
‘of the Brain from growing too dry by their continued
Motion. When this Humor becomes either deficient
and wanting, or exuberant and in: too great a quan-

tity,
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tity, the Parts above-named are unfit for the Natural
dilcharge of their refpetive Offices, whence feveral dan-
gerous Diftempers muft neceflarily follow : He adds
fome Cafes of this kind, which he has obferved in the

Difle&ion of morbid Bodies..
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