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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: DICKENS, James A.  CPT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 2 8 January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: J u n i o r  Aide t o  
General  KOSTER. 

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE OPERATION. 

a .  About t h e  miss ion .  

A s  DICKENS understood t h e  My Lai  miss ion ,  it was . 

merely a sweep o f  t h e  area, and t h e r e  was no s p e c i f i c  
t a r g e t  o r  known enemy c o n c e n t r a t i o n  (pg. 5 ) .  There had 
been l i t t l e  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade a r e a ,  and t h e  
w i t n e s s  s u s p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  was g r a n t e d  an A0 
e x t e n s i o n  s o  t h a t  it could  g e t  some c o n t a c t  (pg.  5 ) .  

b .  From t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

Most o f  h i s  knowledge about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  came 
from r e p o r t s  he saw and hea rd  about  i t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  b r i e f i n g  g iven by Capta in  ORELL (pgs .  5 ,  6 ,  8 ,  9 )  , 
He r e c a l l e d  t h a t  128 VC K I A  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  and t h a t  t h e r e  
w a s  a d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  number o f  weapons c a p t u r e d  (pg. 6)  . 
H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  w a s  o v e r e s t i m a t i n g  i t s  k i l l s  i n  
o r d e r  t o  improve t h e i r  r e c o r d  which w a s  f a r  behind t h e  o t h e r  
b r i g a d e s  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  (pg. 6 )  . H e  d i d  n o t  h e a r  about  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  where HENDERSON had p icked  up t w o  VC s u s p e c t s  
who t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be  PF 's  (pg. 7)  , n o r  d i d  he know of 
KOSTER's countermand o f  t h e  resweep o r d e r  (pg. 8)  . The 
main concern o f  t h e  s t a f f  on t h e  1 6 t h  w a s  t h e  2d NVA Div i s ion  
which t h e  America1 Div i s ion  was t r y i n g  t o  surround i n  t h e  
Antenna Val ley  (pg. 6 ) .  

c.  From ask inq  about  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n .  

Sometime a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  b u t  w i t h i n  a week o f  
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it ,  a  war ran t  o f f i c e r ,  who was p i l o t i n g  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
on which DICKENS was f l y i n g ,  asked him i f  he  had hea rd  
about  a  war ran t  o f f i c e r  who t h r e a t e n e d  t o  t u r n  h i s  guns on 
American t r o o p s  who were s h o o t i n g  c i v i l i a n s  o r  f i r i n g  
i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  (pgs .  7 ,  9 ,  1 0 ,  11). A t  t h i s  t i m e  t hey  
were on t h e  ground a t  an LZ (pg.  9 ) .  DICKENS t o l d  t h e  
war ran t  o f f i c e r  t h a t  he knew no th ing  about  i t ,  and he then  
began ask ing  q u e s t i o n s  o f  h i s  f r i e n d s  a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  TOC 
and o f f i c e r s t  c l u b  (pgs .  11, 1 2 ) .  H e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  asked 
Capta in  BARKSDALE and probably Capta in  ORELL p g  1 1  He 
was n o t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  he asked Major BEASLEY, b u t  he  d i d  n o t  
t a l k  t o  t h e  I G ,  SJA, o r  Chaplains (pgs .  11-13).  He d i d  n o t  
speak t o  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  HOLLADAY, Major WATKE, o r  aero-
s c o u t  p i l o t s  about  it, b u t  .did speak to n e a r l y - h a l f  a dozen 
p i l o t s  f r o m  t h e  123d Avia t ion  att tali on (pgs.  12 ,  13)  . No one 
cou ld  g i v e  him any in fo rmat ion ,  and he  heard  no th ing  abou t  a 
l a r g e  number of c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d  e i t h e r  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  
o r  a c c i d e n t a l l y  a t  My Lai  o r  anywhere else (pgs.  12 ,  2 0 ,  2 1 ) .  
When he found o u t  no th ing ,  he j u s t  dropped t h e  in fo rmal  i n q u i r y  
he was making (pg. 1 2 ) .  H e  never  pursued t h e  m a t t e r  through 
o f f i c i a l  channels  (pg. 1 2 )  . D I C K E N S  was most l i k e l y  temporary 
a i d e  t o  General  GALLOWAY a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  and he cou ld  n o t  r e c a l l  
be ing  around KOSTER (pgs.  1 0 ,  13) . 

2 .  REPORTS OF INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  became KOSTER1s s e n i o r  a i d e  around 1 May 
1968 (pg.  1 8 ) .  A t  t h i s  t ime he handled a l o t  more paper-
work f o r  KOSTER than  had Capta in  ROBERTS, t h e  w i t n e s s 1  
p redecessor  (pgs .  1 5 ,  1 8 ) .  Even p r i o r  t o  t h i s  DICKENS 
had a c t e d  a s  an " a s s i s t a n t  a s s i s t a n t  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f "  
(pg.  1 8 ) .  H e  never  saw HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  o f  2 4  A p r i l  
o r  any o f  i t s  i n c l o s u r e s  i n c l u d i n q  t h e  VC propasanda 
(pgs .  1 5 ,  1 8 ) ,  nor  d i d  he r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any "Eyes Only" 
communications f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  (pgs .  16 ,  1 7 ) .  Normally, 
such communications would be  g iven t o  KOSTER through t h e  
Chief o f  S t a f f  (pgs .  1 4 ,  16) . Had DICKENS s e e n  such a . 
t h i n g ,  it would have been s o  unusual  t h a t  he would have 
remembered it (pg. 17) . 
3 .  OTHER INFO-WTION . 

K i l l i n g  of  c i v i l i a n  on b o a t .  

He r e c a l l e d  an i n c i d e n t  a f t e r  he had become 
KOSTER1s s e n i o r  a i d e  i n  which an a l l e g a t i o n  was made t h a t  a 
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  had i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  k i l l e d  a Vietnamese 
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c i v i l i a n  wi th  an M-79 round (pg.  21) . The i n c i d e n t  occur red  
somewhere n e a r  Hai An o f f  "Cigar  I s l a n d "  (pg. 2 3 ) .  HOLLADAY 
was appointed  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  b u t  DICKENS d i d  
n o t  know i f  formal  o r d e r s  were pub l i shed  (pg.  2 2 ) .  The 
w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  s a i d  e i t h e r  t h a t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  d i d  n o t  occur  
o r  t h a t  i t s  p e r p e t r a t o r  could  n o t  be found, and no one was 
charged (pg.  2 2 ) .  

b .  Rape i n c i d e n t .  

H e  had hea rd  of  a r ape  i n c i d e n t  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  
198th Brigade i n  June of  1968 i n  which t h e r e  was a  formal  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  fol lowed by a c o u r t  m a r t i a l  (pg.  23) . 

c .  Miscel laneous .  

i l l  He could  remember no p a r t i c u l a r  v i s i t  by 
HENDERSON t o  h a d q u a r t e r s  (pg.  24) . 

( 2 )  On t h e  morning he appeared b e f o r e  t h e  Peers  
Committee t h e  w i t n e s s  had non-subs tant ive  d i s c u s s i o n s  
about  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  wi th  Colonel  ADKINS and Capta in  
ROBERTS (pgs. 3 ,  4 )  . 

( 3 )  During t h e  p e r i o d  he was a s s i g n e d  a s  KOSTER's 
j u n i o r  a i d e  he se rved  a s  temporary a i d e  t o  General  GALLOWAY 
(pg. 3 ) .  This  was about  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  My Lai  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg.  1 0  . 
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EXHIBITS 


E X H I B I T  
NUMBER DF:SCRIPTION 

T A N ' S  l e t t e r  t o  KHIEN,  
M- 34 11 A p r  ( t r a n s )  (Ouanq 

N g a i  P r o v . )  

HENDERSON' s Report 

--.- -

NOTES PAGES 
Witness had n o t  
seen  b e f o r e .  

Witness had never  
seen  r e p o r t  o r  i n -
c l o s u r e s  b e f o r e .  
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(The hear ing  w a s  reconvened a t  1601 hours ,  28 
January 1970.) 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  next  wi tness  i s  Captain James A. DICKENS. 

(CPT DICKENS was c a l l e d  as a wi tness  was sworn 
and t e s t i f i e d  as  follows :) 

Captain DICKENS, f o r  t h e  record  w i l l  you p lease  
s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number, organ-
i z a t i o n  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. James A. DICKENS, Captain,  . 3d Batta-
l i o n ,  37th Armor, 4 th  Armor Divis ion ,  APO 09066. 

10: Captain DICKENS, have you had an oppor tuni ty  t o  
read  the  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Yes, I d id .  

Q Do you understand them o r  do you have any ques t ions?  . 

A. I understand them and I have no ques t ions .  

9- 1'11 int roduce  you now t o  M r .  MACCRATE, who is 
a c i v i l i a n  a t to rney .  M r .  MACCRATE has volunteered  h i s  s e r -
v ices  t o  Sec re ta ry  RESOR t o  a s s i s t  me i n  this i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
and a l s o  t o  provide l e g a l  counsel f o r  me and o t h e r  members 
of t h e  inqu i ry .  On my r i g h t  is  Colonel ARMSTRONG, another  
co lonel  des ignated  by t h e  Chief of  S t a f f  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  t o  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  myself ,  M r .  MACCRATE and 
Colonel ARMSTRONG may address ques t ions  t o  you t h i s  a f t e r -
noon. You should know t h a t  we have o t h e r  groups l i k e  t h i s  
t h a t  a r e  t ak ing  testimony from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I ,  how-
ever ,  w i l l  have the  task  of assembling t h e  f i n a l  r e p o r t ,  
weighing t h e  evidence and determining f i n d i n g s  and recom-
mendations. A s  a m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r ,  you a r e  ordered no t  t o  
d i scuss  your testimony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  
inc luding  o t h e r  witnesses  t o  the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except i n  
the  performance of o f f i c i a l  duty,  o r  as  you may be requi red  
t o  do be fo re  a  competent a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s -
l a t i v e  body. L e t  me explain l e g i s l a t i v e .  There is  a pos-
s i b i l i t y  t h a t  you w i l l  be asked t o  appear be fo re  one of the  
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congress iona l  committees. The one most l i k e l y ,  I would say ,  
would 'be t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  subcommittee of  t he  House Armed 
Serv ices  Committee. I f  you a r e  c a l l e d ,  your test imony and 
appearance he re  i n  no way would prec lude  you from t e s t i f y i n g  
be fo re  such a body. I do n o t  b e l i e v e  you have been c i t e d  
o r  cau t ioned  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  gene ra l  cour t -
martial case of the United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A, That 's c o r r e c t .  

Q I would n o t  expec t  t h a t  you would be.  However, 
i f  such does become t h e  case ,  your appearance h e r e  i n  no 
way changes e i t h e r  t h e  e f f e c t  of t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  such 
an o rde r .  Do you have any ques t ions  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A, No, sir .  

Q Captain DICKENS, would you i n d i c a t e  your duty 
assignment w i t h i n  t h e  America1 Divis ion? When you took such 
assignment? Did you have any changes of assignment? When 
d i d  your s e r v i c e  w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  te rmina te?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. I a r r i v e d  i n  August 1967 with  t h e  1st 
Squadron, 1st Calvary,  from F o r t  Hood, Texas. A t  t h a t  t i m e  
I was a p l a toon  l e a d e r  i n  B Troop. I remained a p l a toon  
l e a d e r  u n t i l  I w a s  wounded and evacuated t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  
When I r e t u r n e d  from t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  I became a s s i s t a n t  S3 f o r  
t h e  squadron. Approximately 2 January 1968 I became aide-
de-camp f o r  General  RYDER, who was t h e  ADC a t  t h e  t i m e .  I 
remained h i s  a i d e  u n t i l  h i s  d e p a r t u r e  around t h e  middle of  
March. The e x a c t  day I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  bu t  it was somewhere 
around t h e  l l t h ,  I be l i eve .  A t  t h a t  time I became General 
XOSTER's j u n i o r  a i d e  working wi th  him i n  t h e  f i e l d  sometimes. 
Most of t h e  t i m e  I worked i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar te rs  with  
t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f .  A few weeks l a t e r  h i s  s e n i o r  a i d e ,  
Captain ROBERTS depa r t ed .  I became General KOSTER 's s e n i o r  
a ide .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  I assumed a l l  t h e  d u t i e s  t h a t  t h e  
s e n i o r  a i d e  has  w i t h  him. 

Q. What d a t e  w a s  t h a t  now? 

A. La te  A p r i l  o r  e a r l y  May, sir. It was t h e  end of 
A p r i l  o r  e a r l y  May when I took over  t h e  d u t i e s  a s  h i s  s e n i o r  
a ide .  

Q. Did you s e r v e  a s  a i d e  t o  General  GALLOWAY f o r  a 
t i m e  t h e r e  whi le  you were- -
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  S i r ,  it w a s  j u s t  a b r i e f  per iod  of 
t i m e ,  a few days. General  GALLOWAY came i n  and I s o r t  of 
e sco r t ed  him around u n t i l  we g o t  an a i d e  s e l e c t e d  f o r  him. 
~t was more of an e s c o r t  type  duty and a s s i s t a n c e  r a t h e r  
than  r e a l l y  being an a ide .  

80 An inter. im a ide .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  That 's what it was. I a l s o ,  when 
General KOSTER depar ted ,  was c l o s e  t o  my  d e p a r t u r e  a t  t h e  
time, s e v e r a l  weeks. I n  t h e  i n t e r i m ,  General  YOUNG was the  
d i v i s i o n  commander u n t i l  General GETTYS a r r i v e d .  General 
YOUNG'S a i d e  depar ted  a couple of weeks be fo re  General YOUNG, 
so  I e s c o r t e d  him around f o r  a couple of weeks. When General 
GETTYS came, I had him f o r  about 3 weeks u n t i l  w e  go t  h i s  
a i d e ,  Captain  THOMAS. 

0- For t h e  r eco rd ,  you were q u i t e  a stop-gap a ide .  

A, Y e s ,  sir. I probably had more gene ra l s  t o  t h e  
mile than  most. 

Q Since  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  the m a t t e r  of t h i s  My La i  
i n c i d e n t  became a ma t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge, about  4 o r  5 
months ago i n  September o r  October of l a s t  y e a r ,  i n  t h e  news-
papers ,  r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n  and so  on, have you had any 
conversa t ion  wi th  anybody from t h e  Americal Div is ion  concern-
i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  concerning t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h e  r epor t -
i n g  of i t ?  

A, Except f o r  the b r i e f  conversa t ion  I had wi th  
s e v e r a l  people. s i n c e  I ' v e  been he re  i n  t h e  l a s t  24 hours ,  
no, sir. I haven ' t  r e a l l y  had  an oppor tuni ty  t o  even be 
wi th  anybody t h a t  I knew from Americal s i n c e  t h i s  became 
a matter of record .  

Q. Who d i d  you t a l k  t o  he re?  

A. W e l l ,  Colonel ADKINS t h i s  morning and Captain 
ROBERTS. 

Q. Could you have been t a l k i n g  about  anything sub-
s t a n t i a l ?  

A. No, s ir .  W e  weren ' t  r e a l l y  d i s c u s s i n g  any de-
t a i l s .  I t  was j u s t ,  d i d  I: happen t o  keep a l o g  o r  anything 
l i k e  this ,  j u s t  g e n e r a l l y  t e l l i n g  the  d i f f i c u l t y  they were 
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having and t h a t  I would a n t i c i p a t e  having i n  t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  
t h i n g s  2-years o ld .  W e  were n o t  d i s c u s s i n g  s u b s t a n t i v e  ma t t e r s  
about any r e p o r t i n g  o r  handl ing  of t h e  case. No, s i r ,  I have 
n o t  d i scussed  t h a t  w i th  anyone, 

9 When d i d  ROBERTS t a l k  t o  you? 

A, It w a s  t h i s  morning, sir. 

When d i d  you t a l k  t o  Colonel ADKINS? 'Q 

A. A l s o  t3is morning, s ir ,  when w e  w e r e  w a i t i n g  o u t  
i n  t h e  mezzanine. 

Q .  What hour t h i s  morning d i d  you t a l k  t o  ROBERTS 
for example? 

A. About 1000 hours ,  sir. Between 1000 and 1130, I *  
would say.  About t h a t  time he depar ted .  It was more of a 
reminisc ing  type  conversa t ion .  Not a r e a l l y  s u b s t a n t i v e  
d i s  cuss ion ,  

Q. W e l l ,  w e  know t h a t  is very d i f f i c u l t  t o  t r y  to  
remember back 22  months, which i s  about t h e  t i m e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  
between mid March and t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime,  b u t  w e  would l i k e  
you t o  t h i n k  a s  b e s t  you can and t r y  t o  r e c a l l  as  b e s t  you 
can some of t h e  even t s  t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  du r ing  t h a t  per iod .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q o Were you f a m i l i a r  wi th  the  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and acti-
v a t i o n  of Task Force Barker? 

Y e s ,  z iz .  

Q. When do you recall t h a t  it was organized? 

A .  It w a s  organized about midway dur ing  my t e r m  wi th  
General  RYDER, which w a s  about  February,  I would say,  I n  
t h a t  time frame. I c a n ' t  remember the  d a t e .  

Q o Do you remember i t s  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir, 

Q. Where would you say  t h a t  w a s  i n  gene ra l ?  
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A. (Turning t o  Exhib i t  MAP-1) I f  I might use 
a map, sir. Task Force Barker had i t s  headquarters  a t  
an ding Zone D o t t i e  and i t ' s  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  va r i ed  

with d i v i s i o n  commitments t o  encompass t h i s  a r e a  here  
and down a s  f a r  a s  t h i s  r i v e r .  Now, t h i s  a r e a  was in-
creased and decreased p e r i o d i c a l l y  depending upol, var ious 
commitments. General ly ,  from t h e  mouth of t h e  Song Tra 
Khuc. This  a r e a  down t o  t h e  r i v e r  t h a t  ran j u s t  by 
Quang Ngai Province.  

Q - W e l l ,  I know they  operated down i n  t h e r e  b u t  i f  
they d i d  drop below t h a t  one l i n e  there--you s e e  t h e  2d ARVN--
they would have t o  have an A 0  ex tens ion  would they  not?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. That was p a r t  of t h e  a rea  of t h e  2d ARVN Division. 

A. A 0  ex tens ions  were a mat ter  of course .  

Q. By looking a t  t h a t  same map, were you f a m i l i a r  
wi th  t h e  opera t ion  of Task Force Barker i n  an A 0  extension 
which had been granted t o  them by t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion and 
by Quang Ngai Province i n t o  t h e  a r e a  of Son My o r  i n t o  t h e  
a r e a  which some people r e f e r  t o  a s  P i n k v i l l e ,  i n  about t h e  
middle of March? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Would you desc r ibe  what you know of t h e  opera t ion?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I c a n ' t  remember whether they  were 
s t i l l  using sea rch  and des t roy .  I t  had been changed t o  
search  and c l e a r .  I t  was t h a t  type of combat sweep, opera-
t i o n ,  t h a t  a l l  t h e  b a t t a l i o n s  conducted f o r  t h e  most p a r t  
when t h e r e  was no s p e c i f i c  known t a r g e t  o r  enemy concen-
t r a t i o n  t o  go a t .  A s  f a r  as I know, t h e r e  was no s p e c i f i c  
t a r g e t  o r  information about any known group of fo rces  i n  
t h a t  a rea .  This  was based on a r e p o r t  of s n i p e r s  and t h i s  
type  of th ing .  Previously,  t h e r e  had been very l i t t l e  ac- 
t i v i t y  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  11th  Brigade a rea .  The i r  con tac t s  were 
smal l ,  few, and f a r  between. Never any r e a l  major con-
t a c t  and i t ' s  only a guess on my p a r t ,  b u t  I would say t h e  
A 0  ex tens ion  was allowed f o r  them t o  move i n t o  some new a r e a  
and ga in  some con tac t .  My primary knowledge of t h e  opera- 
t i o n  t h a t  took p l a c e ,  t h e  one t h a t  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  in -
t e r e s t e d  i n ,  comes secondhand, through r e p o r t s  t h a t  I saw 
and heard. P a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  d i v i s i o n  b r i e f i n g  and t h a t  t h e  
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day of con tac t  i n  t h i s  area of P i n k v i l l e .  I remember speci-
f i c a l l y  t h e  number 128 Vie t  Cong. I a l s o  remember, no t  the  
exac t  number, b u t  t h e  d i sp ropor t iona te ly  small  number of 
weapons. I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  ques t ion  it. I thought it was a 
l i t t l e  b i t  high,  wi th  t h e  con tac t s  they 'd  had, and passed it 
o f f  as somebody poss ib ly  padding it o r  e s t ima t ing  a l i t t J e  
b i t  h igh ,  s i n c e  they were running f a r  behind t h e  r e s t  ef t h e  
d i v i s i o n  a s  f a r  as t h e  record went. But as  f a r  a s  a c t u a l l y  
observing the  c o n t a c t ,  no, s ir .  Our i n t e r e s t  a t  t h a t  time 
was f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  nor th ,  northwest of Tam Ky Ci ty  and we  
spen t  most of  our  t ime,  t h e  day p r i o r ,  and t h a t  morning i n  
t h a t  a r e a  where t h e  d i v i s i o n  was t r y i n g  t o  surround the  2d 
NVA Divis ion down around Antenna Valley. We d i d n ' t  g e t  down 
and spend a g r e a t  d e a l  of time. We d i d  go down t o  Task 
Force Barker a t  L Z  Do t t i e .  We d i d  no t  go over  a s  f a r  as 
Uptight o r  anyplace l i k e  t h i s .  

Q - You were f l y i n g  with? 

A. General RYDER, sir,  

Q - General RYDER. 

A. Yes, sir, 

Q. On t h i s  day i n  mid Ma.rch? 

A .  This was wi th in  the  f i r s t  10 days i n  March. 
General RYDER, I t h i n k  departed around t h e  11th.  I have a 
l i t t l e  ca lendar  t h a t  I kept .  I t  was s o r t  of an appointment 
ca lendar  and I remember on t h e  8th we had a luncheon engage- 
ment with one of t h e  br igades .  I be l i eve  it was t h e  196th. 
I be l i eve  it w a s  a f a r e w e l l  luncheon. 

Q - Well, t h e  opera t ion  w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about,  t h e  
opera t ion  of 16 March. 

A. The 16 th .  No, sir, I was no t  f l y i n g  wi th  General 
RYDER. H e  was gone then.  It must have been General GALLOWAY 
t h a t  I w a s  f l y i n g  with.  

Q - Colonel GALLOWAY had come i n ,  yes.  I f  I ' m  n o t  
mistaken he was g e t t i n g  himself o r i e n t e d  around t h e  head- 
q u a r t e r s .  He had only been i n  about a day a t  t h a t  time. 

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h e  exac t  d a t e ,  sir. I remember 
I have General RYDERDs d a t e  marked as  the  depar tu re  d a t e ,  11 
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March i n  my calendar .  Whether t h a t  is h i s  a c t u a l  d a t e  o r  it 
changed, I knew it w a s  somewhere around t h e  9 th  o r  10th  be- 
cause I took him t o  Danang t o  ca tch  an a i r p l a n e  bu t  I had 
been i n  the A0 that day t h a t  t h e  con tac t  was repor ted  a t  the  
d i v i s i o n  b r i e f i n g .  I had assumed t h a t  it was with General 
RYDER. SO, i f  it was the  16 th ,  it was no t ,  sir. I t  could 
have been General KOSTER o r  it could have been Colonel 
GALLOWAY. 

Q. Well, we know General KOSTER was i n  t h e r e .  Now, 
l e t  me expla in  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  took p lace  with General 
KOSTER who depar ted  e a r l y  i n  the  morning and maybe you can 
r e c a l l  it. It had t o  do with Colonel HENDERSON, along about 
0830, p icking  up two people who he thought were VC, who had 
been separa ted  from a  crowd of people. They had run away 
from a  crowd of people on a road and one of the  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t s  i s o l a t e d  them with gun f i r e  and hovered over  them. 
Colonel HENDERSON stopped and picked them up. Subsequently 
they were flown back t o  LZ Dot t i e  and General KOSTER was 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f l y i n g  them ou t  and having them i n t e r r o g a t e d  
t o  f i n d  out  about what VC u n i t  they belonged t o .  When they 
were i n t e r r o g a t e d ,  they found out  they weren ' t  VC a t  a l l .  
They had been a couple of PF's who had been taken p r i s o n e r  
by the  Vie t  Cong. Now, do you remember t h a t  s i t u a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir,  I do not .  I ' m  n o t  f a m i l i a r  with t h a t  
a t  a l l .  

Q. Now, a r e  you s u r e  you a r e  n o t  th ink ing  back t o  
some s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  might have taken p l a c e  i n  t h e  month of 
February, because Task Force Barker had two o t h e r  opera t -  
t i o n s  o u t  i n  t h i s  a rea .  One i n  e a r l y  February and one along 
about t h e  23rd of February. I th ink  they had a body count of 
79 o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  they had one of t h e  companies 
p r e t t y  w e l l  t i e d  down and had t o  used t r a c k s  t o  g e t  them o u t  
of t h e  area of My Lai ( 4 ) .  

A. No, sir. I ' m  almost c e r t a i n  t h a t  I ' m  r e l a t i n g  t o  
the same i n c i d e n t  t h a t  I heard a t  the  d i v i s i o n  b r i e f i n g .  
The reason t h a t  I a m  c e r t a i n  i s  because I remember hear ing ,  
I b e l i e v e  it was n o t  our r e g u l a r  p i l o t  b u t  t h e  one t h a t  
f l i e s  r i g h t  s e a t ,  mention something about one of t h e i r  people 
th rea ten ing  t o  t u r n  h i s  guns on some American i n f a n t r y  who 
weren ' t  d i sc r imina te  about who they were f i r i n g  on. The way 
I g o t  it w a s ,  "Did you hear '  anything about it, s i r ? "  I 
hadn ' t  and d i d n ' t  know what he was t a l k i n g  about. I didn ' t  
even know which a r e a  it was b u t  l a t e r  when-- 
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Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Who was t a l k i n g  t o  you? 

A. S i r ,  t h i s  was a  warrant  o f f i c e r .  A young warrant  
o f f i c e r  and it wasn ' t  a  r egu la r  p i l o t .  We switched. W e  had 
a command p i l o t ,  an a i r c r a f t  commander t h a t  was wi th  t h e  
genera l  a l l  t h e  t ime who flew h i s  a i r c r a f t .  They r o t a t e d  
t h e  p i l o t ,  t h e  r i g h t  s e a t  man almost every day. One of  t h e  
p i l o t s  t h a t  normally flew o t h e r  missions would r o t a t e  t o  t h e  
r i g h t  s e a t .  I have no idea  what t h e  man's name w a s .  I 
wouldn't even know what he  looked l i k e ,  b u t  I remember him 
asking,  and I c a n ' t  remember whether t h e  colonel  t h a t  I was 
with  was with me a t  t h e  t ime, bu t  it was a ques t ion  "Did 
you hear  about i t ? "  

Q. Were you down t h e r e  foo l ing  around with t h i s  
a v i a t i o n  company o r  something? 

A. No, s ir ,  t h i s  was whi le  we were i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  
I t  was on t h e  ground and we weren ' t  using intercom. We were 
t a l k i n g  back and f o r t h .  

Q. I would l i k e  t o  f i n d  ou t  who you were t a l k i n g  with 
and about what time of day t h i s  was. Do you remember pick- 
ing  up General DOLEMAN, a t h r e e - s t a r  genera l  down a t  LZ 
Bronco, Duc Pho and subsequently br inging  him t o  LZ Dot t ie?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  when you were f l y i n g  with General 
KOSTER a conversat ion between h imsel f ,  and t h e  TOC, and 
LZ Dot t i e ,  and t h e  company commander of C/1/20 on t h e  ground 
took p lace  about r e t u r n i n g  t o  make a  bodycount? 

MR MACCRATE: Can you p i c t u r e  where you were on t h e  ground? 
Whether it was a t  Chu Lai?  

A. Yes, sir.  I t  was a t  one of two p laces  and I ' m  
not  s u r e  which. Now, I ' m  not  s u r e  of t h e  day. I ' m  q u i t e  
s u r e  a  couple of days a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  I ' m  r e l a t i n g  p r i -  
mari ly  t o  my knowledge of t h e  b r i e f i n g  I heard and t h i s  num-
b e r  128, because I remember t h e  number very s p e c i f i c a l l y .  
d o n ' t  remember t h e  d a t e  and I have no knowledge r e a l l y  of a 
r e p o r t  of anything a t  My La i  i t s e l f  o t h e r  than through t h e  
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b r i e f i n g ,  and I c a n ' t  remember the  d a t e  of t h e  b r i e f i n g .  
MY only p o i n t  t h a t  I s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember is  t h e  number 
1 2 8  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Captain ORELL was t h e  b r i e f e r  and a 
small  number of weapons were repor ted .  

I0: Now, t h i s  i s  i n  the  evening s t a f f  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  the  1700  b r i e f i n g .  The e n t i r e  d i v i s i o n  
s t a f f  and t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r s  a t tended.  

Q Did you hear  t h i s  r e p o r t  before  o r  a f t e r  t h a t  t h e  
s t a f f  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Afte r ,  sir. 

Q The s ta tement  by t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r ?  

A. A f t e r  t h i s  b r i e f i n g .  I t  w a s  n o t  a t  a time where 
it would have been heard f i r s t h a n d  by t h i s  ind iv idua l .  I 
th ink  probably it w a s  beer  t a l k  o r  something o r  it was going 
around o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  

Q Are you su re  it was a t  Dot t ie?  Could it have 
been i n  t h e  headquarters  a t  Chu Lai o r  t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n ?  
I would l i k e  t o  be a b l e  t o  f i x  t h i s  one f a i r l y  c lose  i f  I 
could. 

A. S i r ,  we were s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  on an LZ. 
You mean when t h i s  warrant  o f f i c e r  asked me t h i s  ques t ion?  
Is t h i s  what you were t a l k i n g  about? Where was I when he 
asked me t h i s  ques t ion .  

Q Yes. 

A. We were s i t t i n g  on an LZ. The h e l i c o p t e r  was no t  
running. 

9 How many days a f t e r  t h e  16th? 

A. I c a n ' t  say,  s ir .  I have no i d e a  but  it was with-
i n  a week,. bu t  as f a r  as 2 o r  3 o r  4 days I c o u l d n ' t  say ,  sir.  

. , 

Q. Who was f l y i n g  then ,  do you know? You were s o r t  
of a jun io r  a i d e  t o  General KOSTER a t  t h a t  time. 

A. A t  t h a t  t i m e , .  s i r ,  I was i n  a s o r t  of a semi-limbo. 
I w a s  k ind  of f i l l i n g  i n  a t  t h e  t ime. 
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Q Were you f l y i n g  General GALLOWAY around t o  ac-
q u a i n t  him wi th  t h e  a r e a  o r  anything? 

A. I d i d  when he f i r s t  a r r i v e d ,  yes ,  sir.  A s  f a r  
a s  what d a t e  we s t a r t e d ,  I d o n ' t  even r e c a l l  which d a t e  
General GALLOWAY a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  For t h e  f i r s t  
few days t h a t  he was t h e r e  u n t i l  we d i d  g e t  him an a i d e ,  
and I c a n ' t  even remember his a ides  name now, I was wi th  
him. 

Q. .Now, s p e c i f i c a l l y  I would l i k e  t o  know who you 
were wi th ,  where you were? I would l i k e  t o  know what w a s  
s a i d  by t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  t h a t  w a s  t a l k i n g  t o  you? 

A. A s  far as who I w a s  wi th ,  s i r ,  I cannot  remember 
the  man's name. Usually,  I never even knew t h e  warrant  
o f f i c e r ' s  name. 

Q. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about the  o f f i c e r ,  t h e  genera l  o f f i -
c e r  t h a t  you were wi th ,  o r  the  circumstances wi th  which t h i s  
came o u t .  

A. S i r ,  I can 't say with any assurance who t h e  o f f  i-
c e r  w a s .  I can make a reasonable guess ,  bu t  i f  General 
GALLOWAY w a s  i n  a t  t h i s  t ime, i f  he was i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  
then the  chances of my being with h i m  were g r e a t e r  than  my 
being with General  KOSTER. 

.. 
Q. Did you e v e r  f l y  i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  wi th  him a t  a l l  
up t o  t h e  t i m e  you took over  as t h e  sen io r  a ide?  

A. Yes, s ir ,  I flew with him f requen t ly .  Sometimes 
Captain ROBERTS would be doing something e l s e  and I would 
go o f f  with t h e  genera l  f o r  a morning. A s  it came time 
f o r  Captain ROBERTS t o  leave ,  I s t a r t e d  f l y i n g  wi th  him 
r a t h e r  r e g u l a r l y ,  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  l e a r n  h i s  r o u t i n e  more than  
anything, But very in f requen t ly  I flew wi th  General KOSTER 
a f t e r  General RYDER l e f  t o  

Q What d i d  t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r  t h a t  you were t a l k -
i n g  t o  have t o  say t o  you? 

A. He asked m e ,  and I ' m  quot ing him, a s  b e s t  a s  I 
can remember, had I heard,  what d i d  I know about i t ,  it was 
t h a t  type of ques t ion .  "What i s  t h i s  about--I hear  about 
some warrant  o f f i c e r  th rea tened  t o  f i r e ,  t u r n  h i s  gun," words 
t o  thi .s  e f f e c t ,  "on some American t roops .  " I t  becomes d i f f i c u l t  
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whether I ' m  remembering what I read ,  b u t  t h e  words used, 
whether they were shoot ing  c i v i l i a n s  o r  whether they were 
not  more c a r e f u l  about who they were shoot ing  o r  something 
t o  t h i s  e f f e c t .  I c a n ' t  s e p a r a t e  what I a c t u a l l y  remember 
from anything I 've read i n  t h e  last  months. 

Q W e l l ,  were n o t  going t o  p u t  words o r  thoughts i n  
your mind. 

A. But t h a t  w a s  t h e  g i s t  of h i s  ques t ion .  I t  was a  
ques t ion  t o  me. 

9 What was your response? 

A, My response w a s  I knew nothing of it, s i r .  I was 
no t  aware of it. It had no previous word o r  rumor o r  o ther -
wise t h a t  anything of t h i s  n a t u r e  had happened. 

Did you check t h i s  o u t  wi th  anybody? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  it was my job t o  
go running t o  anybody with a rumor and I asked va r ious  people.  
Fr iends I had i n  t h e  TOC. I asked almost a l l  of them, Captain 
MORELL , probably Captain BARKSDALE , t he  people t h a t  were 
working i n  t h e  TOC. They d i d n ' t  say anything t o  me about it. . 

I asked c a s u a l l y  o f f i c e r s  a t  t h e  o f f i c e r ' s  c l u b  i f  they had 
heard anything about it and no one d id .  I uncovered o r  was 
t o l d  by no one subsequent t o  t h a t  and I d i d n ' t  make an o f f i -
c i a l  inqu i ry ,  no. 

Q. Did you mention it t o  t h e  c h i e f  s f  s t a f f  t h e r e  
a t  all? 

A. No, s ir ,  when I c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  any b a s i s  o t h e r  
than t h i s  one warrant  o f f i c e r ' s  comment o r  ques t ion .  No one 
i n  G 3  o r  G 2  ope ra t ions  had any knowledge o f  it a t  a l l  I 
f igured  it w a s  a rumor r a t h e r  than  a r e p o r t .  

Q. Did you know BEASLEY very we l l ?  

A. M ajo r  BEASLEY ? 

Q- Did you t a l k  t o  him about it a t  a l l ?  

A. No, sir, w e  s a t  a t  our  desks r i g h t  next  t o  each 
o t h e r  back i n  h i s  o f f i c e .  s ir ,  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  remember i f  
I t a l k e d  t o  him about it. Put  it t h a t  way. I don 't remember 
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t a l k i n g  t o  him. I may have asked i f  he heard anything.  I 
c a n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  whether I t a l k e d  t o  him, no, sir. 

Q Did you ,by chance g e t  a v e r  and t a l k  t o  t h e  spec-
i a l  s t a f f ,  such as t h e  I G  o r  t h e  SJA? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Chaplains  o r  anybody of  t h i s  s o r t ?  

A. No, sir. Like I say rnost of t h e  people  i n  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  TOC and a few people  a t  t he  o f f i c e r ' s  c lub .  Mostly 
p i l o t s  and people  from t h e  aviat j -on b a t t a l i o n ,  i f  they knew 
anything about it. 

Q What d i d  they  say? 

A. Nothing, sir. Negati.re response.  

Q - What a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i m  a r e  you t a l k i n g  about? 

A. The 123d, sir. 

, Q - Well, w e  have more thiln a l i t ' t le  informat ion  t o  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h i s  ma t t e r  w a s  not. widespread b u t  c e r t a i n l y  
gene ra l  knowledge wi th in  t h e  aero-scout company and a l s o  i n  
Alpha Company of t h e  123d. 

A. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  it w a s  'ilpha Company t h a t  p i l o t e d  
ou r  C&C h e l i c o p t e r s  and most of . h e s e  p i l o t s  I knew. I knew 
a s  a r e s u l t  of f l y i n g  our  s h i p s .  I d i d n ' t  know any of the  
aero-scouts  bu t  I asked a handfu. ,  maybe a half-dozen p i l o t s  
t h a t  I knew i f  there w a s  anyth in  j t o  it, and they s a i d  they 
diein% knaow anything &c=i~.L P-2. 

Q Did you talk t o  Colon21 HOLLADAY o r  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
commander about  it? 

A. I t a l k e d  t o  Colonel H)LLADAY almost every day a t  
the m e s s ,  s i r ,  and I can  't speci -.i.cally r e c a l l .  A s  I s a i d ,  
t h e  f a r t h e s t  thing f r o m  my nind --ast h a t  anyth ing  l i k e  t h i s  
could have o r  would have occurre( . ,  I t  was j u s t  a normal 
s c u t t l e b u t t  t ype  th ing .  I r e a l x  thought t h a t  was a l l  it 
w a s .  A guy j u s t  asked me a ques i o n  and when I found no 
b a s i s  f o r  it on my own c a s u a l  i n : u i r y ,  I j u s t  s o r t  of  for -
g o t  about  it, A s  f a r  a s  a c t u a l 1  pushing it i n  any o f f i c i a l  
manner, no, sir.  I never  d i d  th t. 
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Q Did t h i s  warran t  o f f i c e r  i n d i c a t e  i n  h i s  q u e s t i o n  
t o  you o r  s t a t emen t  t o  you t h e  f a c t  t h a t  an a v i a t o r  had re-
por ted  this through h i s  channels?  

A. No, sir. H i s  ques t ion  d e a l t  s o l e l y  w i t h  the  f a c t  
of what d i d  I know of t h e  rumor. , I t  was s o l e l y  asked what 
d i d  I know about  it. I t h i n k  he was seeking  informat ion  from 
me a s  an a i d e .  

Q Did you eve r  t a l k  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  chap la in  a t  a l l  
or  d i d  he t a l k  t o  you o r  anything on i t ?  

A. Not regard ing  t h i s ,  t h a t  I can remember. 

Q Did you know one way o r  another  through f a c t  o r  
through rumor that the same warran t  o f f i c e r  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  
chapla in?  

A. NO, sir. 

MR MACCRATE: When you f lew with your va r ious  g e n e r a l s  d i d  
you from t i m e  t o  t i m e  o p e r a t e  t h e  r a d i o s ?  

A. That was my primary func t ion  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  
s ir ,  t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  r ad ios .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of o p e r a t i n g  the 
r ad ios  f o r  General  KOSTER? 

A .  Around t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e ,  no, sir. I cannot 
r e a l l y  even r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  i n s t a n c e  of my being wi th  
General KOSTER around t h i s  t i m e .  Like I s a y ,  when I flew 
wi th  him it w a s  a very spord iac  b a s i s  up u n t i l  2 weeks p r i o r  
t o  my. t a k i n g  over  h i s  a s  h i s  s e n i o r  a i d e .  When I flew 
General RYDER, General  GALLOWAY, General  YOUNG b r i e f l y  , 
General GETTYS b r i e f l y  and General KOSTER f u l l  t i m e ,  I would 
cons tan t ly  o p e r a t e  the  r a d i o s .  When I ope ra t ed  t h e  r a d i o s  
I always monitored t h e  d i v i s i o n  command n e t .  Normally, t h e  
gene ra l  on ly  had me  on intercom un les s  he s p e c i f i c a l l y  re-
ques ted  w e  moni ter  one o r  another  n e t s .  W e  had a c a p a b i l i t y  
where w e  could moniter  VHF o r  UHF and two F M  r ad ios .  The 
FM be ing  wi th  t h e  ground fo rces .  One FM r a d i o  was always 
on t h e  d i v i s i o n  command n e t .  The o t h e r  FM n e t  was t h e  one I 
used p r i m a r i l y  f o r  a r t i l l e r y  c l e a r a n c e s ,  c o n t a c t i n g  u n i t s  
t h a t  w e  w e r e  going t o  i n  o r d e r  t o  l e t  them know w e  were corn-
ing.  Did they have c o n t a c t s ?  W a s  t h e r e  any f i ~ i n g ?  When I 
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wasn ' t  using it f o r  t h a t  purpose, normally, I would be moni-
t o r i n g  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  l e v e l  command n e t  of t h e  u n i t  w e  were 
on our  way t o ,  o r  f l y i n g  over a t  t h e  time. A s h o r t  answer 
t o  your ques t ion:  I cannot s p e c i f i c a l l y  say t h a t  I remember 
opera t ing  t h e  r a d i o s  f o r  General KOSTER i n  o r  around t h i s  
t ime. 

Q Can you d e s c r i b e  f o r  us t h e  arrangements w i t h i n  
d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  w i th in  t h e  o f f i c e  of General KOSTER, 
f o r  t h e  handl ing of  w r i t t e n  ma te r i a l .  If t h e  genera l  wanted 
t o  send a w r i t t e n  communication, who would be t h e  one t o  
t r a n s c r i b e  i t ?  

A. Normally, he would go through t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  
Colonel PARSON. The a c t u a l l y  d r a f t i n g  of t h e  l e t t e r  q u i t e  
f requent ly  found i t ' s  way o u t  t o  Major BEASLEY o r  myself 
when I was working a s  h i s  jun io r  a ide .  I guess I s o r t  of 
had a duel  r o l e  as jun io r  a i d e  and a s s i s t a n t  a s s i s t a n t  ch ie f  
of s t a f f .  I d id  a l a r g e  sha re  of t h e  a s s i s t a n t  ch ie f  of 
s t a f f ' s  work a s  f a r  a s  reading,  coordina t ing  and stamping 
correspondence t h a t  came through i n t o  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  
and then  i n t o  t h e  genera l .  That was t h e  normal chain coming 
i n ,  and t h e  normal chain going out  was usua l ly  t h e  reverse .  

Q. We had an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  was no shorthand 
c a p a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquarters  o f f i c e ,  t h a t  any 
d i c t a t i o n  r e a l l y  had t o  w r i t t e n  o u t  i n  longhand? 

A. - .. No, sir.  I know one stenographer who was General 
RYDER's  s e c r e t a r y ,  l a t e r  General GALLOWAY'S. VAN somethingp 
a s p e c i a l i s t ,  and he  could t a k e  shorthand. 

Q. Did he  ever  t ake  shorthand f o r  General KOSTER? 

A. I c a n ' t  say  t h a t  -he d i d ,  s i r .  I know t h a t  he 
took shorthand f o r  General YOUNG on occasion. General 
YOUNG'S s e c r e t a r y  o r  c l e r k  could no t  t ake  shorthand. 

Q. Do you remember a s p e c i a l i s t  who usua l ly  typed 
f o r  General KOSTER? 

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. 

Q. W e  understand h i s  name i s  S p e c i a l i s t  HERRIS. 
Does t h a t  sound r i g h t ?  
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A. HERRIS, yes ,  sir. I cannot r e c a l l  i f  he can take 
shorthand o r  not .  He w a s  probably the  most accomplished 
genera l ' s  s e c r e t a r y  i n  the  bui ld ing .  It  would be merely an 
assumption on my p a r t .  I c a n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l .  I th ink  
probably he could,  because he was a very accomplished ind iv i -
dual.  This VAN, and I c a n ' t  remember t h e  las t  h a l f  of the  
VAN, I know f o r  s u r e  could take shorthand. HERRIS I c o u l d n ' t  
say f o r  su re .  

Q Did you then move papers on and o f f  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  
desk o r  was t h a t  p r imar i ly  handled by t h e  chief  of  s t a f f ?  

A.  A l i t t l e  b i t  of both,  s i r .  A f t e r  I became General 
KOSTER's s e n i o r  a i d e ,  more correspondence came through me 
than it d i d  when Captain ROBERTS was h i s  a ide .  I handled 
more. But, s t i l l ,  the  proof reading and t h e  coordina t ing  
and s t a f f i n g s  came through the  chief  of s t a f f  command channel 
from t h e  assistant chief  of s t a f f  and t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f .  

Q Alsng about t h i s  time when you were working with 
Major BEASLEY, do you r e c a l l  having t o  do with t h e  prepara-
t i o n  of a l e t t e r  t o  Colonel HENDERSON, a l e t t e r  with an a t -
tached memorandum from the  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  of  Son Tinh D i s -
t r i c t  t o  t h e  province chief  a t  Quang Ngai Province,  and an 
addressee copy a l s o  t o  MACV, Quang Ngai Sec tor?  This l e t t e r ,  
from what we knew of it, d i r e c t e d  Colonel HENDERSON t o  conduct 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  look i n t o  the  a l l e g a t i o n s  made i n  the  
d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  l e t t e r .  

A. No, sir.  I have no knowledge of t h a t .  

Q.  I have here Exh ib i t  M-34, which is  Lieutenant  
TAN'S l e t t e r  t o  t h e  province c h i e f .  I would ask you i f  
you have seen a paper such as  t h i s ?  

(The I0 handed the  witness  Exh ib i t  M-34.) 

A.  NO, sir. 

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a l e t t e r ,  which could have been 
w r i t t e n  i n  longhand, which came t o  you o r  t o  Major BEASLEY 
t o  g e t  it typed f o r  General KOSTER1s s i g n a t u r e ,  f o r  Colonel 
HENDERSON, with a copy of t h i s  a t t ached  t o  i t ?  

A. No sir. If I d i d ,  I ' m  s u r e  I would have remem-
bered it. I ' m  a l s o  probably su re  t h a t  t h i s  wouldn't  have 
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come through me, because I wouldn't  have been handl ing t h i s  
type of th ing .  But, I have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h a t .  

MR MACCRATE: Did you o f t e n  have communications rece ived  a t  
headquarters  t h a t  would come i n  double envelope with a 
no ta t ion  on it, "eyes only"? 

A. I have never  had one come through me, s i r ,  when 
I was i n  t h a t  capaci ty .  I have seen "eyes only"  correspon-
dence. A s  f a r  as who it was going t o ,  it was a l l  over  t h e  
Army. I would send it o u t  myself ,  now. But, no sir .  Very 
r a r e l y  d i d  t h a t  eve r  come i n t o  me, Secause it would usual ly  
be handled through o t h e r  channels.  I ' m  su re  anything t h a t  
would come from t h e  ARVN s i d e  of th ings  would be handled 
through the  G 5  probably t o  t h e  genera l ,  o r  through command 
channels,  adv i so r s ,  o r  even t h e  province c h i e f ,  o r  Colonel 
TOAN would probably have given it, o r  Colonel K H I E N  who w e  
v i s i t e d  r e g u l a r l y .  A l l  t h e  genera l s  v i s i t e d  the  var ious  
province headquar ters  a s  we l l  as t h e  26 ARVN Headquarters.  , 

Q. I f  an envelope came i n  by s p e c i a l  c o u r i e r ,  who 
we understand w a s  going back t o  the  br igade o r  b a t t a l i o n  
from headquar ters ,  t h e  c o u r i e r  would come i n  with a co l l ec -
t i o n  of m a t e r i a l ,  and when t h a t  a r r i v e d ,  t o  whom would it be 
de l ive red?  

A, Normally, t o  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  sir,  

Q To M a j  or B W  LEY? 

. .
A., . Y e s ,  sir, or  t o  t h a t  o f f i c e .  

Q You were working s i d e  by s i d e  t o  him? 

A ,  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q I f  something came i n  which was t o  g e t  s p e c i a l
handling i n  t h i s  f a sh ion ,  t h a t  s a i d  on it "eyes on ly" ,  what 
would be the  procedure t h e r e ?  Would you t u r n  it over  t o  
Major BEASLEY and he would take  it i n t o  t h e  genera l?  

A. No, sir. I f  it came i n  and I was t h e  only one i n  
t h e  o f f i c e ,  I would t ake  d i r e c t l y  t o  the  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  
s i n c e  t h a t  w a s  t h e  flow. I f  Major BEASLEY was t h e r e ,  I 
would have given it t o  him. Major BEASLEY d i d n ' t  as f a r  as 
I know, except  on rare occas ions ,  ever  d e a l  d i r e c t l y  wi th  
any of t h e  genera l ' s .  H e  went e i t h e r  through t h e  chief  05 
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s t a f f  o r  occas iona l ly  through t h e  a i d e s ,  but  he would not  
take it i n t o  t h e  genera l ,  no. I t  would go through t h e  ch ie f  
of s t a f f .  I ' m  almost c e r t a i n .  That i s  t h e  way t h a t  I would 
have done it i f  I had been the re .  

Q - You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of r e c e i v i n g  any such 
communication on behalf  of General KOSTER? 

A. No, sir.  

Q 0. A- double sea led  envelope--

A, ( In te rpos ing)  I wouldn't  have known it was 
double sea led .  

Q Well, i f  you opened it and found an i n n e r  envelope 
t h a t  s a i d  "eyes only",  t h i s  would be a r a t h e r  unusual occur-
rence and would s t i c k  i n  your mind, had you been the  one t o  
handle such. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I would no t  probably have opened it as  
it came through. I f  I had seen t h i s  t h i n g ,  I would 
remember it I be l i eve .  

I0: I might say i n  a l l  f a i r n e s s ,  you may o r  may n o t  
because t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  of p ieces  of correspondence t h a t  go 
between people such as  t h i s ,  and I mention t h i s ,  Bob, be-
cause we h a v e n ' t  d iscussed  t h i s  a t  any t i m e ,  But, you know, 
a l o t  of these  e f f i c i e ~ c yr e p o r t s ,  t h i n g s  t h a t  you would 
want--to handle with t h e  AG o r  something, and t h e  br igade  com-
mander w i l l  send one on p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander. 
He d o e s n ' t  want a l l  t h e  people along t h e  l i n e  t o  read t h i s  
th ing ,  s o  he would put  it i n  f o r  the  commanding genera l ,  
"eyes only" o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  This is  n o t  an i n f r e -
quent happening. I t h i n k  t h a t  you would agree  wi th  me on 
that. 

COL ARMSTRONG : Yes , sir. 

10: I th ink  t h e  AG over  he re  would agree  with me on 
it. 

RCDR : Very d e f i n i t e l y ,  sir. 

10: I have he re  Exh ib i t  R-1 which has  been en te red  
i n t o  t h e  record .  It i s  a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of 24 A p r i l  

(DICKENS ) 1 7  APP T-263 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

1968 t o  t h e  commanding genera l  of the  America1 Divis ion,  I 
would ask you, i f  while  you were i n  t h i s  capac i ty  as  t h e  
a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  you s a w  a paper 
such as  t h a t .  J u s t  look a t  t h e  f i r s t  two pages. 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Now, l e t  me r e f r e s h  your memory j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  
Toward t h e  end of A p r i l  and t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of May, General 
KOSTER took R&R. Do you remember t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir, 

Q. You a l s o  probably remember t h a t  j u s t  about the  
t i m e  he r e tu rned ,  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  Captain ROBERTS l e f t ?  

A, Yes, sir. 

Q Probably Lieutenant  ROBERTS, then? 

A. No, sir. He was . a  cap ta in .  

Q. You probably took over  about t h a t  t ime? 

A, Yes, sir ,  around t h e  1st of May. 

Q Maybe it could have been a f t e r  1 May. I would 
say t h a t  t h i s  w a s  about roughly the  end of t h e  f i r s t  week. 
Do you remember t h a t  paper being d iscussed  by General KOSTER 
a t  t h a t  t ime, o r  before  he depar ted ,  with the  chief  of s t a f f ,  
wi th  Major BEASLEY, o r  with e i t h e r  of the  ADC ' s ?  

A, No, sir. The only b r i e f i n g s  t h a t  t h e  a ides  were 
excluded from w a s  t h e  s h o r t  black bag b r i e f i n g s .  They had 
one i n  t h e  morning and one i n  the  af ternoon.  When I was t h e  
a ide ,  normally I w a s  i n  on most everything e l s e ,  n o t  as a 
p a r t i c i p a n t ,  bu t  j u s t  i n  t h e  background. I have no knowledge 
of t h i s .  

Q. W e l l ,  I wish you'd t u r n  one page, p l e a s e ,  and 
take  a look a t  t h e  n e x t  page. 

Q This  one page i s  t h e  s ta tement  of 1 4  Apr i l .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Have you ever  seen t h a t  before ,  t h i s  group of papers? 
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A. No, sir.  

Q - Now, t u r n  one a d d i t i o n a l  page, and t h e  next  two 
pages. I would ask you i f  you had seen t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
piece of paper? This i s  a p iece  of VC propaganda. I show 
you these  i n d i v i d u a l l y  because I know t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  indica-
t i o n s  t h a t  t h i s  s ta tement  was d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  America1 
~ i v i s i o np r i o r  t o  the  r e c e i p t  of t h i s  r e p o r t .  You could 
have seen it a s  p a r t  of a r e p o r t ,  o r  you could have seen it 
independently? The same is  t r u e  of t h i s  p i e c e  of  propaganda, 
which follows as attachment number 2 .  

A. S i r ,  I have seen  p ieces  of propaganda t h a t  pro- 
pound s i m i l a r  sent iments .  

Q - Did you ever  s e e  t h i s  propaganda? 

A. I never s a w  one t h a t  had the  paragraph t h a t  i s  
marked, anything about Quang Ngai. I probably wouldn't  have 
recognized any- of the  o t h e r  names a t  t h e  t ime. But, I would 
have recognized Quang Ngai. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  ever  see ing  a  
p iece  of propaganda t h a t  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h a t .  I have seen pro- 
paganda t h a t  r e f e r r e d  t o  American a t r o c i t i e s  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t h e  t rea tment  of t h e  Vietnamese women, urging both the  Viet-  
namese c i v i l i a n s  and s o l d i e r s  t o  do anything they could t o  
e l imina te  the  Americans. This l a s t  sentence ,  I ' v e  seen t h a t  
one before ,  t h e  t h r e e  l i n e s  here .  It ,  o r  something very 
much l i k e  it. A s  f a r  as I having seen t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  one, 
I don" be l i eve  so ,  s ir .  I f  I d i d ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l .  

Q. This a r e a  you a r e  he re  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  My L a i  i s  
r e a l l y  Son My Vi l lage .  It  has  hamlets of Tu Cung, My Khe, 
Co Lay, and My Lai .  Did you ever  hear  of any a d d i t i o n a l  
propaganda which w a s  obtained from a t r a n s c r i p t  of a  broad- 
c a s t  which was t r a n s l a t e d ,  though t h e r e  may have been o the r s .  
A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  we've heard of o t h e r  i n  forms of slogans 
t o  t ake  revenge on the  Americans, i n  terms of  p o s t e r s ,  arm-
bands d isp layed on uniforms and such,  t o  revenge what hap- 
pened here  a t  Son My. Did you ever  hear  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir. A s  I say,  u n t i l  r e c e n t l y ,  wi th in  the  
l a s t  few months, when t h i s  i n c i d e n t  became p u b l i c  record,  
o t h e r  than t h a t  ques t ion  t h a t  was put  t o  m e  by t h a t  warrant  
o f f i c e r ,  I, r e a l l y  had no knowledge t h a t  anything l i k e  t h i s  
had a l l e g e d l y  taken p lace .  

Q. Sometimes, you s e e ,  you r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  know what 
you were l i s t e n i n g  t o .  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Somebody might have s a i d  something about  Tu Cung, 
and t h a t  could  have been i n  -Timbuktu a s  f a r  a s  you know. 

A. I would n o t  recognize  t h e  name. I t  is  p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  I could have seen t h i s  p i e c e  of paper he re ,  and once 
I g o t  p a s t  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  o r  fou r  paragraphs n o t  even p a i d  
it much a t t e n t i o n .  But, I do n o t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  it, I won't  
say t h a t  i t ' s  n o t  p o s s i b l e .  O f  t h e  names mentioned, on ly  
t h e  name Quang Ngai would probably have meant anything t o  m e  
a t  t h e  t i m e ,  

Q Eviden t ly ,  you w e r e  pretty f r i e n d l y  wi th  t h e  
people  around the headyuazters?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. . We know t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  more than  a .?ew people  
t h a t  had a t  l e a s t  had a f l e e t i n g  knowledge of t h e  t h i n g .  
Did you h e a r  of any inore t a l k  around t h e  headquc.rters,  i n  
t h e  o f f i c e r ' s  m e s s ,  o r  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  m e s s ,  o r  i n  t h e  s t a f f  
m e s s ,  o r  among t h e  e n l i s t e d  personnel  t h a t  may have a l l u d e d  
t o  some c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h i s  area of P i n k v i l l e ,  Son Ply, being  
k i l l e d  unnecessa r i ly?  D 

A. N o ,  sir. Not even when I was seeking informat ion  
about t h e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  were askcd me by t h i s  warran t  o f f i -
cer, d i d  I g e t  any a f f i r m a t i v e  sz p o s i t i v e  responze in re-
gard t o  t h i s .  

Q. Did you t a l k  t o  General GALLOWAY about  it a t  any 
t h e ?  

A, No, sir, 

Q. A t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  time, you ' re  a s soc ia t ing  w i t h  
a new o f f i c e r ,  and it ,night n o t  have p e r t a i n e d  i f  ycu had 
cont inued working with General  RYDER, with whom you ,?robab-
ly had a high degree of rappore-

A. Yes ,  sir. W e l l ,  w j - t h  General GALLOWAY, 7 never  
r e a l l y  g o t  t o  where I w a s  i n  an a ide-genera l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
wi th  h i m ,  

Q. Obviausly you were susp ic ious  t h a t  somethhrig 
might-,have taken place? 
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q But, a s i d e  from t h a t ,  d i d  you e v e r  have anything 
o r  hear  anything t h a t  might have caused some susp ic ion  i n  
your mind? 

A. No, sir. Nothing ou t  of t h e  ord inary .  C i v i l i a n s  
got  k i l l e d  f r equen t ly  i n  Vietnam. My own u n i t ,  occas iona l ly  
we had c i v i l i a n s  g e t  k i l l e d .  I mean, one o r  two g e t  caught 
i n  a c r o s s f i r e  o r  a f i r e  f i g h t .  You normally accept  t h a t  as  
one of the  unfor tunate  th ings  t h a t  happen, bu t  as f a r  as  any 
r e p o r t  of c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d  e i t h e r  ind i sc r imina te ly  o r  
a c c i d e n t a l l y  i n  l a r g e  numbers, no, sir. I have no reco l l ec -
t i o n  of anything l i k e  that. 

Q. W e l l ,  do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any g e t t i n g  
k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ,  gunships, o r  caught i n  a c r o s s f i r e ?  

A. I can remember one i n c i d e n t  where one Vietnamese 
w a s  r epor ted  t o  have been k i l l e d  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  by an 
American h e l i c o p t e r .  An M-79 grenade was f i r e d  from the 
h e l i c o p t e r .  That,  I remember, c r e a t e d  a p r e t t y  b i g  i n v e s t i -
ga t ion  wi th in  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a s  f a r  a s  determining who had f i r e d  
and what had happened and seeking o u t  p a r t i e s  r e spons ib le .  

Q. When d i d  t h a t  happen? 

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h i s  happened sir, when I was 
fu l l - t ime a i d e  f o r  General KOSTER. 

Q. Well, what kind of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was t h i s ?  

A. I th ink  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  had the  
primary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  The r e p o r t ,  
and I remember t h i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  was t h a t  l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e r -
noon, about t h e  time t h a t  the  h e l i c o p t e r  normally r e tu rned  
back t o  t h e  base a t  Chu L a i ,  an American i n d i v i d u a l  wearing 
an orange helmet had f i r e d  an M-79 from a h e l i c o p t e r  and 
h i t  a boat.  It k i l l e d  a Vietnamese male LEI t h a t  boat .  

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Was anybody appoin ted  a s  the  in-
v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ?  

A.  I t h i n k  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  was, sir.  
He w a s  t h e  one t h a t  was given t h e  job. 

Q. Who are we t a l k i n g  about? Are we t a l k i n g  about 
Colonel HOLLADAY? 

( D I  CXENS ) 
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A. I t h i n k  he was s t i l l  the  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  
a t  t h a t  time, yes ,  sir. 

Q. I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t r y  t o  p in  t h i s  down as  f a r  as 
t h e  approximate t ime it occurred. 

A. To the b e s t  of my knowledge it happened when I 
was General KOSTER's s e n i o r  a i d e ,  which would pu t  it i n  May 
o r  June, t h a t  t i m e  frame. 

Q. When d i d  General KOSTER depar t?  

A.  H e  depar ted  i n  the  middle of June, I be l i eve .  The 
only d a t e  t h a t  I can f i x  i n  my head is  the  23rd. I c a n ' t  
remember whether t h a t  w a s  t he  depar ture  d a t e  o r  h i s  r e p o r t i n g  
da te .  I remember t h a t  da te .  The 23rd was sometime s h o r t l y  
p r i o r  t o  h i s  depar tu re .  

Q W a s  it during t h e  time he was t h e r e ,  o r  dur ing  
t h e  time you were t h e  a i d e  f o r  General YOUNG? 

A.  I would say while  he was t h e r e ,  sir.  

Q. You d o n ' t  know whether o r  no t  an o r d e r  appoint ing 
an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  w a s  published? 

A, No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  see ing  one. I do remem- 
ber  t h e r e  being paper  work concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  s t a f f e d  
and c i r c u l a t e d .  But, as  f a r  as see ing  an o rde r  appoin t ing  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  no, sir. But, I remember reading  a 
r e p o r t  of t h e  i n c i d e n t .  I remember see ing  an account of 
w h a t  suppose,dly had taken p lace  i n  wr i t ing .  I n  
form. 

a r e p o r t  

Q. What happened t o  t h a t  form? 

A. AS n e a r  a s  I can remember, s i r ,  they  never w e r e  
a b l e  t o  determine who it was t h a t  had f i r e d  t h e  round. I 
be l i eve  t h a t  w a s  t h e  r e s u l t  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  as near  
a s  I can remember. I never remember anyone being charged 
with anything. I f  they had been, I would have remembered 
it. But, as n e a r  a s  I can r e c a l l  t he  r e s u l t s  of t h e  inves- 
t i g a t i o n ,  e i t h e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  d id  no t  occur ,  o r  the  ind iv i -
dual  who p e r p e t r a t e d  it could n o t  be i d e n t i f i e d .  
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Q - This i s  the  f i r s t  we  heard of t h i s  one. I heard 
of another  o u t  t o  t h e  west,  I be l i eve  it was. I be l i eve  it 
was with t h e  198th Brigade, which had t o  do wi th  some rapes 
and s o  f o r t h  which took p lace  i n  t h e  month of June. 

A. . Y e s ,  sir. I ' m  f a m i l i a r  with t h a t  a l s o .  

Q. An i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  was appointed and a f u l l -
fledged i n v e s t i g a t i o n  followed by a cour t -mar t i a l .  t ak ing  
place.  - I remember t h a t .  

A. Y e s ,  I remember t h a t .  This happened p r i o r  t o  
General KOSTER's depar ture .  

MR MACCRATE: Where was t h i s  boat? Was it one of these  
l i t t l e  round f i s h i n g  boats  o f f  t h e  c o a s t ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know what type b o a t  it was. But, a s  
wel l  a s  I can remember it was i n  t h i s  genera l  body of water.  
This is  a t i p  of an i s l a n d  t h a t  goes up f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  nor th .  

Q. South of Danang and nor th  of Chu Lai .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. Most of the d i v i s i o n  h e l i c o p t e r s  were 
based down i n  t h i s  a r e a  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  upper l e f t -  
hand corner  of MAP-5.) The b a t t a l i o n  w e  had was a t t ached  t o  
us as an organic  b a t t a l i o n .  This i s  where t h e  normal rou te  
of the h e l i c o p t e r  r e t u r n i n g  would be ,  over  t h i s  body of water ,  
t h i s  a rea .  We c a l l e d  it "Cigar I s l and . "  It went almost up 
t o  Hoi An. That is  where t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  boa t  was. Some-
where i n  t h e r e ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Colonel HENDERSON 
v i s i t i n g  Chu Lai i n  t h i s  t ime frame? I t ' s  been suggested t o  
us t h a t  he w a s  an in f requen t  v i s i t o r  t o  Chu Lai.  And, i f  
such were t h e  case ,  it might be t h a t  you would r e c a l l  h i s  
v i s i t  t o  Chu Lai.  

A. S i r ,  f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  a l l  t h e  br igade  comrnand- 
exs were i n f r e q u e n t  v i s i t o r s  t o  Chu Lai .  The d i v i s i o n  
commander moved t o  t h e  br igade r a t h e r  than  t h e  commanders 
coming i n .  

9 .  Could you p lace  i n  the  month of A p r i l  any v i s i t s  
of Colonel HENDERSON t o  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters?  O r ,  perhaps 
l a t e  i n  March o r  i n  May, i n  t h e  time frame whi le  you were 
sen io r  a i d e  t o  General KOSTER? 
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A. S i r ,  I can only say t h a t  he came t o  d i v i s i o n  head-
q u a r t e r s .  A l l  t h e  br igade  commanders d i d  a t  one time o r  
another  f o r  conferences and otherwise,  but  I would be reach-
ing  too  f a r ,  i f  I s a i d  yes. No, s i r ,  I cannot remember spec i f -
i c a l l y ,  o r  relate i n t o  t h i s  time frame any one p a r t i c u l a r  
v i s i t .  

Q You mentioned t h i s  l i t t l e  d i a r y  of events  t h a t  you 
kept. '  Is t h e r e  anything i n  it t h a t  g ives  you any t i m e  se-
quences t h a t  might be h e l p f u l  t o  us? 

A. No, sir ,  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  so.  I d i d n ' t  even b r ing  
it with m e ,  because it was so i n s i g n i f i c a n t .  But, t h i s  is  
the  type ca lendar  it was, an i d e n t i c a l  format (demonstrating 
wi th  a booklet  type  ca lendar . ) .  I would normally use it as  
an appointment ca lendar  because we f requen t ly  had long range 
appointments wi th ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  t h e  Vietnamese. For t h e  
month of March, I had, with General RYDER's depar tu re ,  sever-
a l  luncheons and t h i s  type of th ing .  But, as f a r  a s  keeping 
a log  of even t s ,  no, s i r ,  I d i d  no t  do that. 

Q Do you have any i n d i c a t i o n  i n  your book f o r  Apr i l  
a s  t o  who you w e r e  s e rv ing  and where you were moving? 

A. I 'm  a f r a i d  t h e  month of Apr i l  is somewhat blank,  
because I wasn ' t  t r a v e l i n g ,  and n o t  keeping up with t h e  
appointments f o r  t h e  genera l .  That w a s  Captain ROBERT'S 
job a t  t h e  t i m e .  

10: W e l l ,  we ' re  apprec ia t ive  of your coming i n ,  
Captain DICKENS and g iv ing  us t h i s  information.  Undoubtedly, 
you w i l l  do some a d d i t i o n a l  th ink ing  concerning t h i s  ques-
t i o n i n g  which has gone on here  t h i s  af ternoon and the  or ien-
t a t i o n  of t h e  ques t ions .  So, i f  you th ink  of anything which 
comes t o  mind as  a r e s u l t  of this, which w i l l  a s s i s t  us i n  
t h i s  inqu i ry ,  I should l i k e  very much t o  t ake  advantage of 
t h a t .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Addi t iona l ly ,  when you g e t  back, I want you t o  
check i n t o  t h a t  ca lendar  t o  see  i f  you do have anything t h a t  
p e r t a i n s  here.  O r ,  i f  you have any o t h e r  documents, mate-
r i a l ,  photos,  o r  d i r e c t i v e s ,  o r  a e r i a l  photos,  o r  anything 
of this n a t u r e ,  we'd l i k e  very much t o  take  advantage of 
t h a t .  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Now, I ' l l  g ive  you an oppor tuni ty  t o  ask any
quest ion which you may want t o  ask ,  o r  i f  you would l i k e ,  
t o  e n t e r  a s tatement  i n t o  the  record.  

A. Well, I have no ques t ions ,  s i r ,  merely an apology
f o r  my i n a b i l i t y  t o  p in  t h e s e  t h i n g s  down any f i n e r  than I 
have. I ' w e n t  over  it when I rece ived  n o t i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  I 
would come and was unable t o  r e a l l y  r e f i n e  it any f u r t h e r  
than I have as f a r  as  d a t e s  go. This was 22 o r  23 months. 
I ' m  a l i t t l e  foggy. I apologize f o r  n o t  being a b l e  t o  do 
any b e t t e r .  

-
Q- Well, I would l i k e  t o  caut ion  you again t o  the  
e f f e c t  t h a t  you have been ordered no t  t o  d i s c u s s  your t e s -  
timony here.  That inc ludes  o t h e r  people t h a t  have been o r  
w i l l  be t o  t h i s  inqu i ry .  So, t h e  b e s t  I can g ive  you would 
be t o  j u s t  n o t  t o  t a l k  t o  anybody about it. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

(America1 Divis ion  General Orders 2 2 2 4 ,  da ted  
27 A p r i l  1968; 2401, da ted  8 May 1968; 2965,  da ted  3 June 
1968; and 3343, da ted  22 June 1968, were r ece ived  i n t o  
evidence and marked as Exh ib i t s  M-77, M-78, M-79, and M-80, 
r e spec t ive ly .  These o rde r s  e f f e c t  t h e  assumption of com-
mand by BG YOUNG, MG KOSTER, BG YOUNG again ,  and MG GETTYS, 
i n  t h a t  order . )  

10: The hear ing  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1715 hours ,  28 January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: D I O N N E ,  P a t r i c k  H .  LTC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 16 January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: In fo rmat ion  O f f i c e r ,  
America1 Div i s ion  

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  became t h e  in fo rmat ion  o f f i c e r  i n  June 
1967 f o r  Task Force Oregon. He remained a s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
in fo rmat ion  o f f i c e r  u n t i l  29 March 1368 when he was re-
p laced  by Major Gera ld  HILL who i s  p r e s e n t l y  a s s i g n e d  t o  
t n e  in fo rmat ion  o f f i c e ,  Headquar ters ,  C o n t i n e n t a l  Army 
Command, F o r t  Monroe, V i r g i n i a  (pg. 2-3) .  The w i t n e s s  is  
p r e s e n t l y  t h e  in fo rmat ion  o f f i c e r  a t  West P o i n t  and a s  such 
f i r s t  l e a r n e d  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  through L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  
HEATH, OCINFO (pg. 3 ) .  HEATH t o l d  him t h a t  KOSTER shou ld  
n o t  become invo lved  i n  any q u e s t i o n s  by anyone e x c e p t  from 
an o f f i c i a l  s o u r c e  on t h i s  m a t t e r  and t h e  w i t n e s s  r e l a y e d  
t h i s  t o  General  KOSTER t h e  f i r s t  week o f  September (pg. 3 )  . 
KOSTER a l s o  asked him f o r  cop ies  o f  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  
News3etter which he  had mai led  home t o  h i s  w i f e .  H e  
f u r n i s h e d  t h e  ones  t h a t  he  had t o  General  KOSTER (pg. 4 ) .  
H e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  se t -up  o f  t h e  in fo rmat ion  o f f i c e  a t  t h e  
t h r e e  b r i g a d e s  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  (pg. 5 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
n i s  shop c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h r e e  o f f i c e r s  and s i x  e n l i s t e d  men 
(pg. 5 ) .  A l l  o f  t h e  in fo rmat ion  from t h e  b r i g a d e  o f f i c e s  
came through h i s  o f f i c e  a t  d i v i s i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  (pg. 6 ) .  
They were a l lowed t o  box t h e  hometown news which w e r e  mai led  
through n i s  o f f i c e  (pg. 6 ) .  P I 0  ~ e t a c h m e n t s  were 
ass igned  t o  t h e  b r i g a d e s  and were n o t  d i r e c t l y  under  h i s  
c o n t r o l  (pg. 6 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  P I 0  e lement  o f  t h e  
11 th  Brigade w a s  headed by L i e u t e n a n t  John MOODY and 
L i e u t e n a n t  Robert  DUNN was t h e  a s s i s t a n t  I 0  (pgs. 7 ,  8)  . 
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H e  s t a t e d  he had m e t  HAEBERLE s e v e r a l  t i m e s  b u t  he  d i d  n o t  
know him w e l l  and he d i d  n o t  know ROBERTS ( p g . 8 ) .  He 
s t a t e d  t h a t  MOODY had been p l a c e d  by Colonel  HENDERSON 
on a few p r o j e c t s  and t h a t  MOODY t o l d  him t h a t  DUNN could  
run t h e  shop (pg. 9 )  . H e  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  11 th  B r i g a d e ' s  
handl ing  of  photographs and s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  f i l m  was 
processed  i n  t h e  45th PI  Detachment (pg .17) .  Release  o f  
photographs went through t h e  d i v i s i o n  in fo rmat ion  o f f i c e  
a l though they  were processed  a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  l e v e l  ( p g . 1 7 ) .  
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was no r u l e  concerning t h e  PI0  
pnotograpners  c a r r y i n g  an i n d i v i d u a l  camera w i t h  them, b u t  
he f e l t  t h a t  i f  government equipment was used t h e  photo- 
g rapher  had t o  t u r n  t h e  m a t e r i a l  i n  (pg. 1 7 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  
i f  any f i l m  was exposed which w p  impor tan t  t o  t h e  govern- 
ment, it shou ld  have been done on government equipment 
b u t  i f  i t  was done on a p r i v a t e l y  owned camera it would be 
wrong t o  s e l e c t  p i c t u r e s  which shou ld  have been t aken  f o r  
t h e  government (pgs .  1 7 ,  1 8 ) .  H e  was shown ~ x h i b i t s  P-14, 
P-68, and P-69 which he s t a t e d  should  have been c a l l e d  t o  
t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  u n i t  commander (pg.  1 9 ) .  ~ x h i b i tP-15 
was d e s c r i b e d  a s  a photograph of  t h e  wanton burn ing  o f  
b u i l d i n g s  and p r o p e r t y  and he s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  shou ld  have been 
c a l l e d  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of  t h e  p roper  a u t h o r i t i e s  (pg .20) .  
E x h i b i t  P-16 which showed a t  l e a s t  two b o d i e s ,  one o f  which 
was under burning m a t e r i a l  and he s t a t e d  he though t  t h a t  
MOODY shou ld  l-ave c a l l e d  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  p i c t u r e  
(pg .20) .  He was shown E x h i b i t  P-70, a s t r i p  o f  photographs ,  
and s t a t e d  t h a t  he  p o s s i b l y  had seen  a  few o f  them (pg .21) .  
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  u s u a l l y  photographs were forwarded t o  h i s  
o f f i c e  w i t h  a c a p t i o n  i d e n t i f y i n g  them (pg .21) .  The 
b r i g a d e  could  p rocess  i t s  own b l a c k  and whi te  p i c t u r e s  
(pg .22) .  The w i t n e s s  was shown E x h i b i t s  P-26 through P-42 
which were c o l o r  photographs and he s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  someone 
saw t h e  k i n d  o f  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  they  d e p i c t e d  t a k i n g  p l a c e ,  
t n e  person shou ld  have r e p o r t e d  it (pg .22) .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  I 0  s e c t i o n s  had e i t h e r  r e c e i v e d  c i v i l i a n  t r a i n i n g  
o r  e q u i v a l e n t  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  a f t e r  complet ion of  AIT 
(pg.23) . H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  people  a ss igned  t o  him i n  ' 

December o f  1967 were inexper ienced  b u t  were cons ide red  
q u a l i f i e d  and had been awarded t h e  MOS (pg. 2 3 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  f o r  t h e  most p a r t  t h e  people  from h i s  o f f i c e  s p e n t  
t ime t r a v e l i n g  wi th  newsmen and a r r a n g i n g  t o  g r e e t  v i s i t o r s  
(pgs .  23, 24) . He agreed wi th  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  primary 
f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  s e c t i o n  was t o  f i n d  and r e p o r t  f a v o r a b l e  
in fo rmat ion  t h a t  would meet MACV requi rements  f o r  p u b l i c  
r e l e a s e  (pg. 32) . 
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2 .  HIS KNOWLEDGE OF THE INCIDENT ITSELF. 

a .  Task Force Barker .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Koreans l e f t  t h a t  
AO i n  December and t h a t  Task Force Barker  took over  t h e  
AO i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  February (pg. 1 0 )  . H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  on 1 4  March ne was promoted t o  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  
and t h a t  he  and a r e p o r t e r  from The Washinston P o s t ,  L e e  
LESCAZE, accompanied General  YOUNG on a t r i p  t o  t h e  
sou the rn  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  A0 (pg.  1 0 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  
ne had a photograph o f  h i m s e l f ,  Colonel  BARKER and General  
YOUNG t aken  on o r  about  15 March 1968 (pg. 10)  . Chaplain 
LEWIS was a l s o  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  photograph (pg. 2 7 ) .  The 
wi tness  s t a t e d  he was no t  aware o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  
Son My a r e a  .beforehand b u t  he became aware o f  it a f t e r  
dur ing  t h e  arening b r i e f i n g  on 17  March 1968 (pg. 11). 
Major HILL a t t e n d e d  t h e  b r i e f i n g  f o r  him on 16 March. During 
t h e  17 March b r i e f i n g  he  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a  mention o f  a  
tremendous i n c r e a s e  i n  body count  (pg. 12)  . He f e l t  t h a t  
he d i d  n o t  a t t e n d  t h e  meeting on 16 March because he f e l t  
he would have remembered a d i s c u s s i o n  abou t  t h e  number o f  
people be ing  k i l l e d  (pg. 1 2 ) .  

b. A r t i c l e s  w r i t t e n  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

The w i t n e s s  was shown E x h i b i t  M-17, t h e  1 1 t h  
d r i g a d e  newspaper and E x h i b i t  M-23, t h e  Americal ~ i v i s i o n  
newsheet w i t h  t h e  s t o r i e s  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pgs .  12 ,  1 3 ) .  
He r e c a l l e d  t h e  f i g u r e  128 and s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  in fo rmat ion  
was c a l l e d  i n t o  them from b r i g a d e  (pg. 13) . H e  f e l t  t h a t  
t h e  b r i g a d e  would have p repared  t h e  b a s i c  s t o r y  which 
appeared i n  t h e  Americal newsheet and t h a t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  s t o r i e s  w e r e  i d e n t i c a l  excep t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t w o  
paragraphs  i n  E x h i b i t  M-23 was probably because t h e  
b r i g a d e  l i f t e d  t h e  s t o r y  from t h e  ~ m e r i c a l  ~ i v i s i o n  newspaper 
and p l a c e d  it d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e i r  n e w s l e t t e r  (pg. 1 4 ) .  
The a d d i t i o n a l  two paragraphs  may have been developed i n  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  in fo rmat ion  o f f i c e  because  of  a check w i t h  t h e  
DTOC (pg. 1 5 ) .  

c. The Americal ~ i v i s i o n  log .  

The w i t n e s s  was shown l3xhibi.t M-6,  the-America1  
Div i s ion  l o g  f o r  16 March, and h i s  a t t e n t i o n  was c a l l e d  t o  
i t e m  #28 (pg. 16) . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  never  saw t h e  Daily 
J o u r n a l  a s  such b u t  would s e e  t h e  f i g u r e s  because they  w e r e  
pos ted  on a large a c e t a t e  board  o r  they  would check t h e  
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f i g u r e s  uy t e l ephone  (pg. 1 6 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  he d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  t h e  f i g u r e  128 be ing  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
room (pg.  1 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n  o v e r  t h e  
d i s p a r i t y  between K I A  and weapons cap tu red  (pg. 1 7 )  . He 
d e s c r i b e d  i n  d e t a i l  where he would s i t  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
which was between t h e  I G  and t h e  S t a f f  Judge Advocate 
i n  t h e  second row (pg. 2 8 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  
f i g u r e s  be ing  g iven  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  (pg. 28) . 
3. INQUIRIES CONCERING THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  never  heard  o f  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  what happened a t  Son My o r  My Lai  
on 16 March (pgs. 2 2 ,  2 3 ) .  

4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a packe t  c o n t a i n i n g  
approximately s i x  c a r d s  which inc luded  t h e  c a r d  e n t i t l e d  
"Nine Rules" ,  a c a r d  on t h e  M-16, a c a r d  e n t i t l e d  "The 
Enemy i n  Your Hands", a code of conduct  c a r d ,  and an 
America1 ~ i v i s i o n  c a r d ,  and t h e  Roger 's  Rangers c a r d  (pg. 7)  
He s t a t e d  t n a t  h i s  o f f i c e  nad a l l  o f  t h e s e  c a r d s  which they  
boxed up and s e n t  o u t  v i a  h e l i c o p t e r  o r  t r u c k  f o r  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  a l l  u n i t s  (pg. 7 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  some 
were d i s t r i b u t e d  beforehand t o  t h e  advance p a r t i e s  (pg. 7 )  . 

b. Tne w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  General  KOSTER i s s u e d  a 
l e t t e r  about  t h e  abuse o f  c i v i l i a n  p r o p e r t y  sometime i n  
January  and t h a t  a l l  commanders w e r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  b r i n g  it t o  
t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e i r  men (pg. 1 8 ) .  The l e t te r  was t h e  
r e s u l t  of a l e t t e r  t h a t  came from MACV and from USARV. He 
thought  the problem stemmed from an i n c i d e n t  0 5  t h i n g s  b e i n g  
thrown o f f  v e h i c l e s  and o t h e r  abuse t o  peop le  caused by 
d i v i s i o n  pe r sonne l  a s  they  passed  through v i l l a g e s  (pg. 1 8 ) .  
He f e l t  t h a t  i t  r e f e r r e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  cans be ing  thrown a t  
c i v i l i a n s  and v e h i c l e s  be ing  d r i v e n  t o o  c l o s e  t o  t h e i r  c a r t s  
(pg.  1 9 ) .  

c. The w i t n e s s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  d e t a i l  a v i s i t  i n  t h e  l a t e  
summer of 1967 by Jona than  SCHELL, a writer for The--N e w  Yorker 
Magazine (pg. 2 4 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  SCHELL came i n  mid-August 
1967 and was jo ined  by h i s  b r o t h e r  0 r v i l l e  (pg. 2 4 ) .  A 
r e p o r t e r  named B i l l  HALL who wrote  f o r  UP1 a l s o  was p r e s e n t  
i n  t h e  a r e a  dur ing  t h i s  t i m e  (pgs .  2 4 ,  2 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
s t a t e d  t n a t  according t o  ~ n a r l i e  BLACK who wrote  f o r  The 

( DIONNE)  4 SUM APP T-165 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 


columbus Ledger-Inquirer,  SCHELL and HALL had a f i g h t  b u t  
he f e l t  t h a t  t h e  ma t t e r  had blown over  (pg. 25) .  He s t a t e d  
t h a t  SCHELL in eoverirg t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  1st Cavalry 
~ i v i s i o ni n  t h e  Mo Duc-Duc Pno d i s t r i c t  had used erroneous 
f igures  s t a t i n g  t h a t  99 percen t  of t h e  a r e a  was destroyed!  
(pg. 25) .  The r e p o r t e r  even tua l ly  wrote a  book about t h i s  
matter  a l though h e  d isagreed  wi th  Colonel WARE over  t h e  
f igures  on t h e  damage (pg. 26) . 

d. The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he knew Chaplain LEWIS 
and descr ibed  him a s  "a very f r i e n d l y  guy" (pg. 27) . 

e .  The w i t n e s s  d iscussed  t h e  r e p o r t  of  a  water  
t o r t u r e  which appeared in The ~ a s h i n g t o n  Pos t  and was 
taken i n  the v i l l a g e  of  Khe Sanh as  being an i n s t a n c e  
when h i s  r e p o r t i n g  team repor ted  a  ~ i o l a t i o n  of  t h e  
r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  him and he i n  t u r n  mentioned it 
t o  t h e  ch ie f  o f  s t a f f  (pg. 3 0 ) .  

f .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  know where the'name f o r  
Task Force Barker a s  "Barker ' s  b a s t a r d s "  o r i g i n a t e d .  
He s t a t e d  t h a t  perhaps it was because t h e  t h r e e  companies 
making up t h e  t a s k  fo rce  were from d i f f e r e n t  b a t t a l i o n s  . 4 ,  

(pg. 1 6 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION 
1 

D- 1 

M- 2 

M- 3 

M- 6 

M- 8 

M-23 

M-17 

P - 1 4 , -
P-16 I 
P-68, 
P-69 

P-26 
t h r u  
P-42 

P-70 

MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4 

MACV Card "Nine Rules" 
MACV Card "The Enemy i n  
Your Hands!' 

A m e r i c a 1  l o g ,  16 Mar 68 

I11 MAF Order  5820.1 

America1 Memo S h e e t ,  
17 Mar 
1 1 t h  Bde TRIDENT, 
22 M a r  

Misce l laneous  Scenes 

Color  photographs  

S t r i p e  o f  photographs  

NOTSS PAGES 
h i t  was n o t  famQiiaj 
wi th  t h e  document. 33  
W i t  d i s t r i b u t e d  t h e  
ca rds  t o  t h e  u n i t s .  
W i t  d i s t r i b u t e d  t h e  
c a r d s  t o  t h e  u n i t s .  
W i t  had n o t  s e e n  
t h e  l og .  
W i t  f e l t  everyone,  
i n c l u d i n g  P I 0  
people  w e r e  t o  re-
p o r t  war crimes. -
Shown t o  w i t n e s s .  . 

A r t i c l e s  on t h e  
i n c i d e n t .  

Witness s t a t e d  
they should  have 
been shown t o  t h e  
commander. 

I - I 

W i t  s a i d  -
photographer  should 
have r e p o r t e d  w h a t  
h e  had seen .  - 22 
Wltness had LU , 
p o s s i b l y  s een  some. 21  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0 9 4 3  hours ,  1 6  January 
1970 .) 

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, and MAJ LYNN. 

The n e x t  witness  i s  Lieutenant  Colonel Pa t r i ck  
H. DIONNE. 

(LTC DIONNE was c a l l e d  as a wi tness  
was sworn, and he t e s t i f i e d  as  fol lows :) 

RCDR: Colonel D I O N N E ,  f o r  t h e  record  would you p lease  
s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, branch 
of  s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n .  

WIT : Lieutenant  Colonel P a t r i c k  H. D I O N N E ,  
Information O f f i c e r ,  United S t a t e s  M i l i t a r y  Academy, West 
P o i n t ,  New York, In fan t ry .  

RCDR: Colonel D I O N N E ,  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  
j o i n t l y  by t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  
United S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose o f  determining f a c t s  and 
making f ind ings  and r e  commendat i o n s  concerning : 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and i n -  
q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  wi th in  t h e  
chain  of  command, of what is  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  
My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of  16 March 1968, and 

(2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  withholding of i n f o r -
mation by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  f u r n i s h  
information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is n o t  be ing  conducted t o  inves- 
t i g a t e  f a c t s  and circumstances o f  what happened a t  My Lai .  
It i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  those  s p e c i f i c  purposes which I have j u s t  
s t a t e d .  

General  PEERS has  had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  him and 
has  reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t ements  ob ta ined  i n  o t h e r  of- 
f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  

Your testimony w i l l  be t aken  under oa th .  A ver-
batim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared.  A t a p e  recording  is be-
i n g  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbatim no tes  being taken by t h e  
r e p o r t e r .  
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~ l t h o u g h  t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  testimony, o r  p a r t s  
o t  it, w i l l  l a t e r  become a mat t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

10: Colonel  DIONNE,  bes ides  myself h e r e  a t  the  t a b l e  
t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  people who may address  ques t ions  t o  you. On 
my l e f t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE, on my r i g h t  i s  M r .  WALSH. These 
two gentlemen have volunteered t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  Secre- 
t a r y  of t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  me i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  
t o  provide l e g a l  counsel  t o  me. Besides t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
group, t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r s  who a r e  a l s o  t ak ing  testimony i n  t h i s  
inqu i ry ,  b u t  I w i l l  have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of weighing t h e  
evidence and making t h e  f ind ings  and recommendations. 

You are hereby ordered n o t  t o  d i scuss  your t e s t i -  
mony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc lud ing  o t h e r  w i t -
nesses  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  i n  t h e  performance of  
o f f i c i a l  duty or as may be necessary and requ i red  before  a 
competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  body. 

To the b e s t  of my knowledge you have n o t  been 
c i t e d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  cour t -mar t i a l  case of t h e  United S t a t e s  
v. Cal ley? 

WIT: No, sir .  

I 0 : I would only s t a t e  h e r e  t h a t ,  i f  by chance, you e v e r  
a r e  c i t e d ,  your appearance h e r e  would i n  no way change e i t h e r  
the  a f f e c t  o r  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of  t h a t  order .  Do you have any 
ques t ions  on whac we've i n d i c a t e d  s o  f a r ?  

A. No, sir.  

10: Colonel DIONNE, would you i n d i c a t e  your duty assign-  
ment as of 1 6  March 1968? 

A. I w a s  t h e  information o f f i c e r  of t h e  America1 D i -
v i s i o n  i n  Chu L a i ,  Vietnam. 

Q - How long had you been i n  t h a t  job? 

A. I became t h e  information o f f i c e r  i n  June 1967, wi th  
Task Force Oregon which moved t h e  f i r s t  u n i t s  i n  A p r i l  1967 under 
General ROSSON. The informat ion  o f f i c e r  a t  t h a t  time t h a t  
went up with t h e  u n i t  was Major Francis  YOUNG, l e f t  i n  June 
and I took over.  
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Q *  How long a f t e r  t h e  middle of March 1968 d i d  you re-
main i n  t h a t  capac i ty  with t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. I departed on 29 March 1968, about 1 3  days l a t e r .  

Q- Who replaced  you? 

A. Major Gerald HILL, now Lieutenant  Colonel. 

Q a  You know where he i s  loca ted?  

A.. Y e s ,  s i r ,  h e ' s  a t  t h e  information o f f i c e ,  Headquar-
ters, Cont inenta l  Army Command, F o r t  Monroe, Vi rg in ia .  

Q. Since  the  ma t t e r  of t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  of 16 
March 1968 became a mat ter  of p u b l i c  knowledge i n  t h e  l a t t e r  
p a r t  of September o r  October 1969, have you had any conversa-
t ions  with anybody from Task Force Barker,  from t h e  br igade  
o r  from t h e  America1 Divis ion concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t  o r  
the i n v e s t i g a t i v e  process  r e l a t e d  t o  i t ?  

A. Do you mean be fo re  t h e  i n c i d e n t  became publ ic?  

Q- NO, a f t e r .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  wi th  General KOSTER. H e ' s  my s u p e r i o r  
a t  West Point' now. W e l l ,  t h e  conversa t ion  wi th  General KOSTER 
was what I advised him when t h e  ma t t e r  became pub l i c .  It  
f i r s t .  became p u b l i c  t o  me by way of OCINFO.. L ieutenant  Colo- 
n e l  HEATH c a l l e d  me on t h e  te lephone and s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  process  t h a t  had been going on f o r  a 
matter of weeks. This  was t h e  f i r s t  week of September, and 
Colonel HEATH s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  were charges be ing  brought 
up on a Lieutenant  CALLEY a t  F o r t  Benning, t h a t  he was 
going t o  be r e t a i n e d  beyond h i s  d ischarge  d a t e .  He had 
been a u n i t  commander, I d i d n ' t  know how he  descr ibed  it, i n  
Company C ,  20th I n f a n t r y  and it might come back t h a t  t h e r e  
might be a ques t ion  f o r  General KOSTER. H e  asked me what 
I thought General  KOSTER should do. I s a i d ,  "Well i f  t h i s  is  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  he c e r t a i n l y  s h o u l d n ' t  become involved with 
any quizzes  by anyone except  from an o f f i c i a l  source ."  I 
relayed t h a t  t o  General KOSTER and he  s a i d ,  "Fine w e ' l l  s t i c k  
with t h a t . "  I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  I heard  of it, sir .  
There were s e v e r a l  o t h e r  conversa t ions ,  because I am the  in-
formation o f f i c e r  a t  West Poin t .  There a r e  f r equen t  conver-
s a t i o n s  between myself and Colonel HEATH. Then sometime e a r l y  
i n  November was t h e  next  t i m e  t h i s  r e a l l y  came up and I had 
notes  and a message from OCINFO, a couple o t h e r  p ieces  of 
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paper t h a t  w e r e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s o r t  of t h i n g s .  Then, Major 
Pa t  TRINKLE, P a t r i c k  Michael TRINKLE, w e  c a l l  him Mike up 
a t  West Po in t ,  had been a company commander. I knew him i n  
Vietnam. He'd been t h e  company commander of a u n i t  t h a t  was 
p a r t  of Task Force Barker. I th ink  he was f i r s t  of  t h e  t h i r d ,  
b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

a- He came from A/3/1? 

A.  3/1, r i g h t .  Mike had g o t t e n  h i t  by a s n i p e r  o r  a 
s t r a y  round o r  something i n  t h e  back and shou lde r ,  and t h e  
n i g h t  they brought  him t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  I went up t o  s e e  him. 
We had used h i s  name q u i t e  a b i t  i n  our  l i t t l e  d a i l y  news 
s h e e t .  We put  o u t  a d a i l y  n e w s l e t t e r ,  t h e  k ind  of news le t t e r  
t h a t  came t o  t h e  Arnerical. And Mike's name, Pa t  TRINKLE-- 
Mike TRINKLE, "Stonewall on t h e  Hudson." This always s t u c k  
i n  my mind because of "Stonewall on the  Hudson." When I 
heard  he was h i t ,  I went up t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  t o  s e e  him. The 
f i r s t  s e rgean t  w a s  up t h e r e  and a couple of  o t h e r  people. 
This was about 10 March I be l i eve .  

Q. Did you have any subsequent conversa t ion  wi th  Major 
TRINKLE o r  General  KOSTER a f t e r  t h i s  became a ma t t e r  of p u b l i c  
know ledge? 

A. No, sir. The only t h i n g  w e  eve r  t a l k e d  about ,  
General KOSTER asked me a t  one p o i n t  f o r  copies  of anything 
t h a t  I had t h a t  was publ ished.  The n e w s l e t t e r ,  copies  un- 
f o r t u n a t e l y  ran o u t  some time i n  t h e  middle o f  February. The 
ones t h a t  I had mailed home t o  my wife .  A t  t h e  end of  t h e  
week I ' d  put  a few i n  the  m a i l ,  send them home t o  my wife  
and say ,  "This i s  what ' s  going on." Sometime a t  t h e  end 
of February is when I j u s t  stopped mai l ing  them because I 
knew I was going home i n  about a month. A t  l e a s t  those a r e  
t h e  l a s t  ones I have any copies  a t  home. I d i d  f u r n i s h  t h e  
ones t h a t  I had t o  him, and I had done a yea r ly  round-up 
i n  January 1968. This was more f o r  the  ch ie f  of s t a f f .  The 
th ings  t h a t  I had s e t  a s  goa l s  when I came i n  i n  June of 1967 
wi th  Task Force Oregon and I had a long shopping l ist  t h a t  
I wanted t o  g e t  done, s e t  up an I 0  shop and s o  f o r t h .  A t  
t h e  end of t h e  y e a r  I s a i d ,  w e l l ,  t h i s  i s  what we succeeded 
i n  doing s o  f a r ,  and t h e s e  a r e  t h e  t h i n g s  w e  s t i l l  have 
t o  do, g e t  t h e  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  up t o  d a t e ;  try t o  g e t  the TV 
van up he re  and provide some in-house t e l e v i s i o n  f o r  command 
information,  jack-up t h e  photo l a b  which needed h e l p  a t  t h a t  
po in t .  Some of  t h e  I0 s t u f f  I guess it might b e s t  be descr ib-  
ed.  
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Would you t e l l  us  your func t ions  a t  t h a t  pa r t i cu -  Q e 


l a r  time? The reason I ask t h i s  ques t ion  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
I understand well  what t h e  P I 0  func t ions  a r e ,  I a l s o  

know t h a t  t h e  Americal Divis ion was i n  t h e  process  of  t r a n s i -  
t i o n  a t  t h a t  t ime from Task Force Oregon and a s e p a r a t e  b r i -  
gade k ind  of  an organiza t ion  t o  a s t andard  ROAD urganiza t ion .  
Looking back a t  t h e  t ime per iod  of March-April of 1968 ,  g ive  
us a genera l  i d e a  of  what your func t ions  were a t  t h a t  t i m e  
and how you c a r r i e d  them ou t?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  May I go back a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  the  pre- 
vious year? When I f i r s t  went i n t o  Task Force Oregon, we had 
the 3d Brigade o f  t h e  25th which l a t e r ,  i n  August of 1967, 
was admin i s t r a t ive ly  changed t o  3d Brigade o f  t h e  4 t h  Divi- 
s ion .  I t h i n k  you ' re  aware of t h a t ,  General. W e  had t h e  
1st Brigade of t h e  l O l s t  Airborne Divis ion.  We had the  196th 
Light I n f a n t r y  Brigade, they . s t i l l  had t h e  "Light" a s  p a r t  
of t h e  name a t  t h a t  time. I be l i eve  those  were t h e  t h r e e  
brigades we s t a r t e d  o u t  with.  The 1st Brigade of  t h e  l O l s t  
Airborne had been i n  country a long time and had a small  I0 
shop of i t s  own. Major B i l l y  SPANGLER was t h e  I0 f o r  the  
l O l s t  Airborne. I had a Lieutenant  ARMSTRONG about t h i s  time 
who was t h e  I0 f o r  the  3/4.  The 196th s t a r t e d  o u t  w i t h  a 
Captain RANDALL. Then Captain Fred MILTON came i n  a s  h i s  
replacement. So t h a t  i n  t h e  f a l l  of  1967 we had these  t h r e e  
br igade I0 shops. Now t h e r e  were two spaces  t h a t  were b r i -  
gade spaces ,  and OCINFO,  i n  the  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  s e p a r a t e  
br igades ,  had added a pub l i c  informat ion  detachment, FB team, 
which i s  a five-man detachment. So t h i s  gave the  br igade two 
o f f i c e r s  and t h r e e  e n l i s t e d  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  br igade  I 0  and 
one e n l i s t e d  man. That gave them seven men, t h r e e  o f f i c e r s  
and f o u r  e n l i s t e d  men. This was p r e t t y  h e a l t h y  f o r  each of 
the  br igades .  They had t h r e e  b a t t a l i o n s  and because of t h i s  
organiza t ion ,  Task Force Oregon made t h e  headquar ters  organi- 
za t ion  very smal l .  We had n ine  people author ized .  There were 
t h r e e  o f f i c e r s  and s i x  e n l i s t e d .  We d i d n ' t  have everybody 
a l l  t h e  time. W e  had t h e  e n l i s t e d  people,  b u t  t h e  o f f i c e r  
problem was a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t .  And t h e  b r igades  were, I want 
t o  s a y ,  a t t a c h e d ,  i n s t e a d  of under o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l ,  I 
th ink  they were a t t ached  t o  t h e  headquar te r s ,  a l l  var ious 
headquarters .  Having been assigned 2 months a t  MACV before  
I went up t o  Americal, I was aware of  t h e  p l a n  t h a t  t h i s  was 
going t o  become t h e  America1 Divis ion .  This  was General 
ROSSON's pe r sona l  p lan ,  personal  i d e a .  H e  wanted t h e  Ameri- 
c a l  brought back t o  l i f e .  I knew about this befo re  I went up 
t h e r e .  I knew t h a t  when i t  h i t  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  nine peo- 
p l e  t h a t  somehow we were qoing t o  have t o  e i t h e r  beef up t h e  
i n t e r n a l  one o r  beef up t h e  br igade  one depending on how it 
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worked ou t .  W e  d i d  n o t  t h e r e f o r e ,  i n  f a c t ,  command t h e  b r i -
gade pub l i c  informat ion  detachment i n  t h e  10. They worked 
f o r  t h e  br igade  commander, b u t  a l l  of t h e i r  informat ion  
came through my of £ i c e  a t  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  everyth ing  
t h a t  they provided. By March of  t h a t  y e a r ,  w e  had t h e  l l t h  
In fan t ry  Brigade, t h e  196th Brigade, and the  198th Brigade. 
A l l  of them r e p o r t e d  through me. There was no i n d i v i d u a l  
r epor t ing  wi th  one  except ion ,  t h a t  was home-town news. They 
were allowed t o  box up t h e  home-town news and mai l  them o u t  
through my o f f i c e .  We j u s t  d i d n ' t  t r y  t o  go through each 
one because it h e l d  them up. The home-town news r e l e a s e  
ones we j u s t  moved as  r a p i d l y  as  we could.  We had a t  var ious  
t imes as  many as  f i v e  br igades  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  s o  t h e  or-
gan iza t ion  of each  one of t h e  br igade  I0 shops was d i f f e r e n t .  
But t h e  b a s i c  o rgan iza t ion  i n  t h e  t h r e e  br igades  of  the Arner-
i c a l  was a seven man u n i t .  They had t h e i r  own photo l a b ,  
usua l ly  an o l d  van o f  some kind .  They a l l  came over  wi th  
t h e i r  own t ruck  van. The d i s t a n c e  f a c t o r  almost p r o h i b i t e d  
the  l i t t l e  photo lab t h a t  I had a t  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  
m a t  s i g n a l  suppor ted  us w i t h ,  from suppor t ing  t h e  br igade  
we l l  enough t o  do t h e  job r i g h t .  So they  were f a i r l y  auto-
nomous from t h a t  p o i n t  of view. Now I helped them o u t  i n  
g e t t i n g  paper. Somewhere t h e  supp ly ' s  had n o t  g o t t e n  gen-
e r a t e d .  The 198th  Brigade came i n  October of 1967 and t h e  
l l t h  Brigade came i n  December 1967. They s p e n t  about a 
month f o r  acc l ima t ion ,  smal l  p a t r o l s ,  g e t t i n g  geared t o  f i n d  
o u t  what t h e  l a y  of  t h e  ground was and s o  f o r t h .  They re-
placed on s i t e  t h e  3d Brigade of  t h e  4th Divis ion.  

Q Would i t  be reasonably accura te  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  w i t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  b r i g a d e s ,  they ran  t h e i r  own somewhat indepen-
d e n t  P I 0  shop? Your r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  them 
was t o  provide a t  l e a s t  a modicum of s p e c i a l  s t a f f  suppor t  
and coordina t ion  from t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - I t a k e  it t h a t  i f  t h e r e  were any t a s k  fo rces  w i t h i n  
t h e  b r igade ,  they would have run t h e i r  PI0 work d i r e c t l y  back 
t o  t h e  br igade  headquar ters?  

A. To t h e  b r igade ,  y e s ,  sir.  

Q- These PI0 detachments were s t r i c t l y  assigned t o  t h e  
br igades  and no t  d i r e c t l y  under your c o n t r o l ?  

A. That ' s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r ,  they were ass igned t o  the b r i -
gade. 
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Q How wel l  d i d  you know t h e  PI0 element of t h e  11th  
gyigade? 

A. I knew a Lieutenant  John MOODY, who was the  br igade  
in£ormation o f f i c e r .  I knew him q u i t e  w e l l  because he came 
i n  on the advance team before  t h e  b r igade  a r r i v e d  i n  December. 
He a r r ived  i n  November, and I made him a p a r t  of my o f f i c e  a t  
t;he America1 Divis ion a t  Chu Lai .  He l i v e d  wi th  us and worked 
with us. A copy of every r e g u l a t i o n ,  every l e t t e r ,  every-
thing t h a t  we had was furn ished  t o  him i n  a l a r g e  packet;  
then the  "Nine Rules" ca rds ,  and t h e r e  were a s e r i e s  of  about 
s i x  cards t h a t  were furn ished  each e n l i s t e d  man i n  t h e  b r i -
gade. We had a l l  of those  a t  Arnerical, and we j u s t  boxed 
them up. There were about e i g h t  o r  n i n e  boxes t h a t  we f i n a l l y  
put i n  a h e l i c o p t e r ,  o r  t rucked down f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  a l l  
the u n i t s .  Some were d i s t r i b u t e d  beforehand because the  
advance pa r ty  t h a t  came i n  was a r a t h e r  s i z e a b l e  advance 
party and we had d i s t r i b u t i o n  t o  a l l  of them. Although they  
did not have any p a r t i c u l a r  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  they  were wai t ing  
u n t i l  t h e  main pa r ty  a r r i v e d .  

Q. Do you handle t h e  "Nine Rules" ca rds?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q You handled a l l  those  packet  cards t h a t  were is-
sued t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s ?  

A. Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  Then we had t h e  one on the  M-16, 
We had t h e  "Nine Rules" c a r d ,  t h e  "Enemy i n  Your Hands", t h e  
Roger's Rangers card ,  t h e r e  was an Americal Divis ion ca rd ,  
we had t h e  Code of Conduct card.  There was one t h a t  was 
qu i t e  a f o l d  o u t  card ,  it had cons iderable  information.  

Q "Know your Enemy" ? 

A. "Know your Enemy," yes ,  s i r ,  t h a t  was the  o t h e r  one. 
I be l i eve  t h a t  was most a l l  of  i t .  But we had s u i t e  a qood 
Supply of them, and of course we had a n t i c i p a t e 2  these  u n i t s  
comlng i n .  You had t o  have an exper ience  f a c t o r  with 198th 
Brigade of  how many of t h e s e  i t  would t ake .  Then t h e  combat 
cen te r ,  t h e  Arnerical combat c e n t e r  from t h a t  p o i n t  on,  hand-
led  a l l  of t h i s .  Because they came i n  a s  a group and we 
weren ' t p u t t i n g  them i n d i v i d u a l l y  through t h e  combat c e n t e r ,  
handled t h i s  through t h e  I 0  shop. 

a .  I ' m  a l i t t l e  s u r p r i s e d  f r a n k l y  t h a t  you d i d  handle 
t h i s  because most genera l ly  t h e  ones t h a t  I ' m  f a m i l i a r  wi th  
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handled it through t h e  S1-G1 o r  t h e  AG shop. How about 
Lieutenant  DUNN, d i d  you know him very w e l l ?  

A,  Yes, s ir ,  Lieutenant  Robert DUNN was t h e  a s s i s -  
t a n t  10. I d o n ' t  know i f  I could r a t e  him o r  anything l i k e  
t h a t ,  because I wasn ' t  t h a t  c lose  t o  him. I v i s i t e d  each 
of t h e  br igade  I0 shops a t  l e a s t  once a week, and more 
f r equen t ly  when I could h i t c h  a r i d e  o r  perhaps g e t  i n  with 
t h e  genera l  o r  one o f  t h e  genera l s  t h a t  might be f l y i n g  down 
t h e r e  t h a t  day. The 11th Brigade was loca ted  about 60 
miles south of  us ,  maybe a l i t t l e  l e s s  t h a t  t h a t .  A c t i v i t y  
was f a i r l y  slow down t h e r e  during t h e  e a r l y  days when they  
came i n  and we j u s t  l e t  them opera te .  I f  they  needed h e l p  
we'd rush t o  it, b u t  while  they were g e t t i n g  acclimated I f e l t  t h a t  
i f  we j u s t  went down t h e r e  t r y i n g  t o  s t i r  up some a c t i v i t y ,  
this wasn ' t  going t o  h e l p  them a t  a l l .  L ieutenant  MOODY 
had spen t  s o  much time i n  my o f f i c e  be fo re  they  had even 
a r r i v e d  t h a t  he was q u i t e  aware o f  a l l  our  p o l i c i e s .  H e  
knew t h e  r u l e s  of  engagement s o r t  of t h i n g ,  and what w e  
could provide t o  t h e  d a i l y  communique t o  USARV. So he 
was q u i t e  up t o  d a t e .  I had taken him t o  Danang t o  t h e  
press  cen te r  up t h e r e ,  t h e  I11 MAF press  c e n t e r .  H e  had been 
t o  the  press  c e n t e r  down i n  Qui  Nhon and s o  he knew h i s  way 
around. He knew q u i t e  a few of t h e  newsmen a l ready .  I knew 
Lieutenant  DUNN. 

Q. Do you know t h e  name of t h e  s e n i o r  s e r g e a n t  t h a t  
was t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I don' t r e c a l l .  I knew him and I t a lked  
t o  him, a l i t t l e  s h o r t  fellow. 

Q. I th ink  he was an E-6 i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken. 

A .  Yes, s i r ,  t h a t  would be the  r i g h t  grade.  He would 
be the  br igade E-6, t h a t  's r i g h t .  But I d o n ' t  remember h i s  
name, s ir .  

Q- Did you e v e r  know HAEBERLE o r  ROBERTS? 

A. No, s i r .  I t h i n k  I met HAEBERLE s e v e r a l  t imes t h e r e ,  
b u t  i t  was a s i t u a t i o n  where I walked i n ,  a major walking i n  
where a l i e u t e n a n t  was i n  charge.  The e n l i s t e d  men s o r t  of 
s t ayed  out  of t h e  way whi le  we had a l i t t l e  conference.  I t  
wasn ' t  a s i t u a t i o n  where I knew them wel l .  In  any even t  t h e  
photographers o r  t h e  photo w r i t e r  team was gone most of t h e  
time. They s o r t  of  had a h a b i t u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  a given 
b a t t a l i o n ,  s o  they were gone a good d e a l  of t h e  t ime. 
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Q? We've t a lked  t o  s e v e r a l  people from t h i s  detachment 
and I r a t h e r  g e t  a mixed f e e l i n g  as  t o  who was running the  
o u t f i t  whether from an I0 p o i n t  of view it was be ing  run by 
Lieutenant DUNN, by Lieutenant  MOODY, o r  whether t h e  se rgean t  
had a  s t rong  hand i n  it. I t  seems t h a t  MOODY was looking 
a f t e r  o t h e r  th ings .  Maybe these  cards were the  t h i n g s  he was 
looking a f t e r .  He was, it seems i n  my mind, somewhat detached 
o r  aloof from t h e  P I 0  bus iness .  Do you g e t  t h a t  s o r t  of 
impression? 

A .  I g o t  i t ,  bu t  l a t e  i n  t h e  game. I go t  it because 
he t o l d  me t h a t  t h e  br igade  commander had put  him on a couple 
of p r o j e c t s  t h a t  had nothing t o  do wi th  the  information bus- 
iness  a t  a l l .  I asked him when d i d  t h e  I0 shop come under 
the S l ?  This i s  what they sounded l i k e ,  t h a t  kind of a  
p ro jec t .  But he s a i d  t h a t  it wasn ' t  a problem and I asked 
Colonel HENDERSON i f  it was a problem. Actua l ly  I asked 
Colonel HENDERSON a t  a  bad t ime,  t h i s  was when General 
LIPSCOMB was leaving .  I ' l l  have t o  d i g  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  b u t  I 
think it would be  t h e  middle of March some time. 

Q. W e l l  t h a t  was t h e  change of command ceremony. 

A. Change of command, y e s ,  s i r ,  w e  were a l l  t h c r e  
f o r  t h e  change of command ceremony. MOODY had s a i d  some-
th ing  t o  me on t h e  phone t h a t  he had a p r o j e c t  t h a t  he was 
working on. DUNN would know more about t h i s  than  he d id  
and I cracked t o  him, "What 's  t h i s  bus iness  about,  a r e  
you working f o r  S l ? "  And he s a i d  "No, t h i s  i s  n o t  a prob-
lem. D U N N ' s  p r e t t y  capable,  he can t ake  c a r e  of it. " So 
I asked Colonel HENDERSON. I s a i d ,  "Did you p u l l  MOODY 
out  of t h e  I0 shop?" He s a i d ,  "No, I j u s t  have him doing 
a couple of t h i n g s  f o r  me, t h a t ' s  a l l .  " I don 't t o  t h i s  
day'know what t h e  p r o j e c t s  were and I d o n ' t  know how ex-
tens ive  o r  how much time he put  i n  on them. He was s a t i s -
f i e d  with t h e  suppor t  he was g e t t i n g  and what they were 
doing f o r  him s o  I thought a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  it was none 
of my bus iness  t o  pursue t h a t .  I wasn ' t  aware of any 
problem. We g o t  a good d a i l y  r e p o r t .  We g o t  t h e  usual  
number of f e a t u r e  s t o r i e s  from them, and I saw no problem. 

Q e  Well, t o  be very f r ank ,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  t h a t  a g r e a t  
dea l  of superv i s ion  was going on. I t  seems l i k e  anybody was 
supervis ing  anything they wanted t o ,  somewhat of a u n i l a t e r a l  
operat ion.  It  d i d n ' t  have a s t r o n g  I0 r e a l l y  p u l l i n g  tJ-mn 
together  and making a team ou t  of them. 

A. I wasn ' t  aware of it, sir .  
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a - Wen did you f i r s t  hear  of Task Force Barker? 

A. 1Re Koreans l e f t  t h a t  A 0  i n  December, they l e f t  
before Tet.  We had our  Tet  a l i t t l e  e a r l y  t h e r e  because 
most of our f i g h t i n g  took place  about the  2nd o r  3rd of 
January through the 11th of January up i n  the Wheeler-Wallowa 
area .  The 2d NVA Division--We r e a l l y  had q u i t e  a s t rugg le  up 
the re .  In the  Duc Pho a r ea  it  was a l i t t l e  q u i e t e r .  They 
had some mortar rounds t h a t  came i n  and the  4th Brigade came 
up. They were t ak ing  over the  A0 about e a r l y  February and 
Task Force Barker took over n o t  long a f t e r  t h a t ,  the  e a r l y  
p a r t  of February. 

Q . Were you acquainted with Colonel BARKER? 

A. Yes, sir, I have some s l i d e s ,  p i c tu re s .  I was pro-
moted on 1 4  March 1968 t o  Lieutenant Colonel, and knowing 
t h a t  my replacement was on s i t e  and Major HILL  was already 
coming i n ,  he was a t  the  198th Brigade, I took it on myself 
j u s t  t o  go around and see  everybody one more time t o  see i f  
t he re  was anything i n  p a r t i c u l a r  we could do. I had a re-
po r t e r  from The Washington Post around, j u s t  before  t h a t ,  Lee 
LESCAZE. 

Q LESCAZE o r  LACAZA? 

A. LESCAZE, we l l  L-E-S-C-A-Z-E, I thought,  LESCAZE is  
how he always t o l d  me t o  pronounce it. I took Lee around with 
the  commanding general  one day and I th ink it was General 
YOUNG the second day. General YOUNG was the  ADC. When we 
were with General YOUNG is  when we made the  southern t r i p  I 
bel ieve .  . I took a l o t  of co lo r  s l i d e s  on my own camera. I 
have a p i c tu re  of  myself and Colonel BARKER and General YOUNG 
and the chaplain while  we were making the rounds one day j u s t  
a f t e r  I had made l i eu t enan t  colonel .  I ' d  say wi th in  3 o r  
4 days of when I made l i eu t enan t  colonel.  

Q- Do you s t i l l  have those? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. I ' d  apprecia te  very much any photos you took down 
there  t h a t  day. 

A. S i r ,  I ' l l  be glad t o  help .  

Q- W e ' l l  reproduce them and r e tu rn  them t o  you. While 
we're on t h i s  po in t ,  do you know where Captain MOODY is s t a t i oned  
a t  the present  time? 
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A. No, s i r ,  I do not .  I r a t h e r  t h i n k  h e ' s  o u t  of the  
Army, s i r -

Q *  Do you r e c a l l  what h i s  f i r s t  name was? 

A. John. 

Q. Were you aware of Task Force Barker ' s  opera t ion  of 
1 6  March 6 8  i n t o  t h e  Son My a rea?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  beforehand. I was aware of  i t  a f t e r  
because I s a t  i n  on t h e  af te rnoon b r i e f i n g s  t h a t  were he ld  by 
the G3. Every af te rnoon a t  1700 i n  t h e  DTOC we had a 
b r i e f i n g  of t h e  days a c t i v i t i e s  and some of the  f u t u r e  opera- 
t ions .  We never d e a l t  very much i n  f u t u r e  opera t ions  a t  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  meeting, because a l l  of t h e  s t a f f  was t h e r e .  There 
were r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from t h e  Marine Corps and t h e  Coast Guard 
Unit t h a t  was t h e r e ,  t h e  Navy u n i t ,  some of t h e  Air Force peo- 
p l e  t h a t  were a t  Chu Lai .  There was q u i t e  a s i z e a b l e  crowd 
50 o r  60  s e a t s  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  room. They d e a l t  mainly 
with what had occurred and what might occur  t h a t  might a f f e c t  
any of t h e  opera t ions  of those people who were s i t t i n g  i n  
the  commanders room. I th ink  I d idn '  t a t t e n d  t h e  n i g h t  t h i s  
was announced, I th ink  Major HILL a t tended f o r  me. The next  
n igh t  t h e r e  was r a t h e r  s i z a b l e  a c t i v i t y .  There was a t r a c e  
on t h e  map where the  companies had gone and I s a t  i n  on it. 
Going back, I went back, I went back over  my communique, b u t  
the re  had only been smal l  body counts and I thought maybe i t  
was a  new a r e a  f o r  us ,  because t h e  Koreans had been i n  t h a t  
area f o r  a long t ime and had n o t  r e a l l y  toured  around much o u t  
i n  t h e  o u t s k i r t s .  A t  l e a s t  t h a t ' s  t h e  evidence we had. Its 
hearsay, but t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  I heard  where they were. Now 
they had named t h e  Operation Muscatine and were moving o u t  
of t h e  AO. 

Q- What d i d  you h e a r  about t h i s  opera t ion  i n t o  Son 
My? You say  you d i d n ' t  a t t e n d  t h e  n igh t  of  t h e  1 6 t h ,  t o  your 
knowledge? 

A. I don' t b e l i e v e  I d i d .  

Q. But you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you a t tended t h e  n igh t  of 
the 17th? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Do you remember any of  t h e  d i scuss ion  concerning 
the body count o r  t h e  manuevers o r  anything about t h a t ?  
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A. No, s ir .  I f  t h e r e  would have been anth ing  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  I would have remembered it. I f  t h e r e  had been 
something s a i d  about a tremendous i n c r e a s e  i n  body count ,  
o r  t h e  number of people ,  o r  i f  t h e r e  had been t h e  a c t i o n  
apparent ly r epor ted  t o  have happened, I would have remem-
bered it. t 

Q-
meeting of 

What made you 
t h e  16th?  

s o  s u r e  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  a t t e n d  t h e  

A. I d o n ' t  know, genera l .  

Q- You have a p r e t t y  good memory on t h a t .  

A. W e l l ,  because I would have caught it i f  some-
t h i n g  had been s a i d  about t h e  number of people,  a number 
of people.  I ' v e  been reading  t h e  newspapers, I would have 
been aware of it. But I l e f t  Vietnam and I s t i l l  wasn ' t  
aware t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  eve r  had happened. I t  was unknown 
t o  me. The f i r s t  I knew of  it was on t h e  f i r s t  week of  Sep-
tember, on t h e  5 t h  of  September of t h i s  y e a r  1969 when Harry 
HEATH c a l l e d  me up. He asked me on t h e  te lephone,  "Did 
you e v e r  hea r  of  P i n k v i l l e ? "  And I s a i d ,  " Sure I ' v e  heard 
of P i n k v i l l e  cause t h a t ' s  where we had a chopper go down." 
This was a 1st Cav chopper, I b e l i e v e  a "hook" t h a t  was 
b r ing ing  some people up f o r  d ischarge ,  who.were going t o  f l y  
o u t  of Danang, h i t ch -h ik ing  a r i d e  up on a hook. This was 
back i n  l a t t e r  p a r t  of  1967 and t h e  hook p u t  down, th ink ing  
they had mechanical t r o u b l e . .  .. 
Q. You mean somebody t a l k e d  t o  you? 

A. W e l l  he asked me d i d  I know where P i n k v i l l e  was, 
and I s a i d ,  "Sure I know P i n k v i l l e .  P i n k v i l l e  i s  where t h e  
chopper go t  s h o t  up." I was exp la in ing  t o  him what i t  w a s .  
This was t h e  nickname f o r  t h e  p lace  t h a t  t h e  t roops  used. 

MR MACCRATE: Colonel D I O N N E ,  we have been a b l e  t o  l o c a t e  
both t h e  l l t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade news s h e e t  c a l l e d  The T r i -
dent  and The Americal News Sheet  f o r  t h i s  t ime. We noted 
t h a t  t h e  s t o r y  a s  it appeared i n  t h e  l l t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade 
paper ,  i s  c a r r i e d  over  v i r t u a l l y  verbatim i n t o  The Americal 
News Sheet ,  b u t  t h e r e ' s  some very i n t e r e s t i n g  a d d i t i o n s  made 
i n  The Americal News Sheet.  There seems t o  have been a 
g r e a t  focus i n  your shop on j u s t  what had happened t h e  day 
before.  Rather con t ra ry  t o  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  a moment ago, 
w e  f i n d  i n  t h e  paragraph added, a focus on t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
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this i s  the l a r g e s t  k i l l  by t h e  "Jungle  Warr iors"  i n  one 
day s i n c e  they became a p a r t  o f  t h e  Americal Div is ion .  
The g r e a t  focus on this o p e r a t i o n  was added i n  your  shop. 
~f you w i l l ,  p l e a s e  look i n  t h e  f i r s t  paragraph of  Exhi-
b i t  M-23 and t h e n  look a t  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  encounter  a s  it 
appears i n  t h e  b r igade  paper  E x h i b i t  M-17. See i f  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  
r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  as t o  what you hea rd  a t  o r  about 
t h a t  t i m e .  

A. I do remember t h a t  128 f i g u r e .  I remember t h e  
128 f i g u r e ,  I r e a l l y  do, because this was the b i g  count.  
The whole of  Operation Muscatine,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k ,  wh i l e  I 
was t h e r e ,  e v e r  g o t  more than 350. I d o n ' t  know t h e  f i n a l  
t o t a l .  Muscatine was t e rmina ted  a f t e r  I l e f t ,  b u t  I do re -
member t h a t  128 f i g u r e .  This r e p o r t  t h a t  is c a r r i e d  h e r e  
is t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  we c a l l e d  i n  eve ry  morning about  0200 
t o  USARV. The informat ion  o f f i c e r  t h e r e  had a 24-hour 
man and this was o u r  communique f o r  t h e  day. 

Q. Where would t h e  b a s i c  m a t e r i a l  be prepared?  

A. It was c a l l e d  i n  t o  us.  It was a l l  t e lephone  w i r e .  

Q You had a c a l l  from t h e  b r igade?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. What we f i n d  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  pape r ,  M-17, i s  t h e  
b a s i c  s t o r y  c a l l e d  i n  t o  you? 

A. W e l l  t h e  d a t e s  a r e  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t .  I t ' s  March 
22 on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  one ,  whi le  t h e  America1 news s h e e t ,  
your  M-23, is March 1 7 ,  t h e  day a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t ' s  sup-
posed t o  have occurred .  

Q. W e l l ,  i t ' s  a verbat im s t o r y  beginning with  t h e  
t h i r d  paragraph of  The Americal News Shee t ,  s o  appa ren t ly  
someone had prepared t h e  b a s i c  s t o r y  by t h e  1 7 t h .  Would 
t h a t  have been prepared  by b r i g a d e  o r  by your o f f i c e ?  

A. By b r i g a d e ,  s ir ,  i n  the s e n s e  t h a t  they gave 
us a n a r r a t i v e ,  a running n a r r a t i v e  of  a l l  t h e  days ac-
t i v i t i e s .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  i n  my own o f f i c e ,  L ieu tenan t  
WOLFGANG was accep t ing  t h e s e  i n  over  t h e  te lephone  and 
I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  L ieu tenan t  WOLFGANG, w i t h  a l i t t l e  e d i t o -
r i a l  judgment, and some checking w i t h  t h e  DTOC t o  de-
termine i f  t h i s  was one of  t h e  b i g  days f o r  t h e  Task Force 
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and f o r  Museatine. I t h i n k  i t ' s  a h igh  day f o r  Muscatine 
too.  

Q. And t h e n  t h e  l e a d  paragraph on E x h i b i t  M-23  w a s  
added by your shop? 

A. S i r ,  i t ' s  w r i t t e n  i n  news s t o r y  form. We re-
ceived r e p o r t s  from f i v e  agencies ,  t h e  t h r e e  b r igades ,  
suppor t  command, and t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  people and DIVARTY; 
anything t h a t  they  had t h a t  day t h a t  was s i g n i f i c a n t .  Then 
t h e  most ou t s t and ing  p a r t  of  t h e  s t o r y  was p laced  i n  
l ead  fashion  and i f  t h a t  was t h e  n a r r a t i v e  t h a t  came t o  
us from t h e  b r igade  10,  we used i t  verbatim. I f  i t  wasn ' t  
e x a c t l y  e d i t o r i a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  he 
had w r i t t e n  it perhaps r a t h e r  l o o s e l y ,  o r  i f  t h e  te lephone 
conversat ion was no th ing  more than a s e r i e s  of n o t e s ,  he s a t  
a t  t h e  t y p e w r i t e r  and retyped i t  f o r  use i n  t h e  s h e e t .  

Q =  W e l l ,  Colonel D I O N N E ,  i f  you' 11 look a t  M-17, 
y o u ' l l  s e e  t h a t  s t a r t i n g  i n  t h e  f i r s t  paragraph o f  the 
s t o r y  i s  what becomes t h e  t h i r d  paragraph of  your s t o r y  
i n  The Americal News Sheet  M-23 and then  it runs down para-
graph by paragraph j u s t  verbatim of  what appears i n  the  
br igade  s h e e t .  What has  been added i n  t h e  Americal s h e e t  
i s  an in t roduc to ry  paragraph and then  t h e r e ' s  a second 
paragraph added which r e l a t e s  t o  o t h e r  p a r t s  of t h e  news 
of t h e  day, b u t  s o  f a r  a s  t h e  opera t ion  i n t o  t h e  My Lai  
P i n k v i l l e ,  a r e a ,  you have added apparent ly  an i n t r o d u c t i o n  
i n  which you focus upon t h e  e x t e n t  of the  k i l l  of  t h a t  day 
and p o i n t  ou t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  record  number. I ask you i f  
t h a t  does n o t  r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  your knowledge 
a t  t h a t  t ime, o f  t h e  e x t e n t  of t h e  r epor ted  K I A ' s  f o r  
t h e  day, and t h a t  t h i s  was a genera l  focus o f  a t t e n t i o n  a t  
t h a t  time a t  Chu Lai .  

A. I remember t h e  128 f i g u r e  . Let  me go back a mo-
ment, i f  I may, M r .  MACCRATE. The m a t e r i a l  t h a t  s t a r t s  i n  
our t h i r d  paragraph i n  M-23 and t h e  f i r s t  paragraph of M-17 
could have been t aken  from our  paper  and p u t  i n  d i r e c t l y  
i n t o  t h e i r s ,  which they  usua l ly  d i d .  What I ' m  say ing  is 
t h a t  t h e  focus s t o r y  t h a t  you s e e  on The Americal News 
Sheet was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  The Tr ident .  This was done be-
cause i f  one went o u t  t h a t  day, was flown t o  them on t h e  
chow veh ic les  t h a t  same day, and d i s t r i b u t e d  w i t h i n  a day 
o r  s o  wi th in  t h e  b r igade  headquar ters .  

Q So t h a t  t h e  s t o r y  o r i g i n a t e d  a t  the d i v i s i o n  and 
no t  a t  t h e  br igade .  
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A. The s t o r y  o r i g i n a t e d  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  going through 
the t a c t i c a l  opera t ions  c e n t e r  of t h e  b r igade ,  was passed t o  
t h e  I 0  a t  the br igade ,  who then  by te lephone passed it t o  my 
o f f i c e ,  and we took it on t h e  te lephone.  I n  a  sense ,  perhaps,  
my man wrote t h e  paragraph t o  s t a r t  wi th  f o r  t h e  t h i r d  time 
and s o  f o r t h .  They then  l i f t e d  t h a t ,  i f  you w i l l ,  h d  placed 
it i n  The Tr iden t  because it was t h e  b a s i c  s t o r y  f o r  them a l s o .  

Q So t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  t h a t  more of  the  s t o r y  was 
a c t u a l l y  developed a t  d i v i s i o n ,  t h a t  a f t e r  the  te lephonic  re-
p o r t  t h e  a c t u a l  w r i t i n g  and e d i t i n g  i n t o  your news s h e e t  could 
have occurred a t  d i v i s i o n  l e v e l ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  because one t h i n g  t h a t  we always d id  on 
numbers was check w i t h  t h e  DTOC, "Is t h i s  t h e  number you have 
on t h e  board?" We'd check through t h e  DTOC on t h e s e  numbers. 
That ' s  why t h e  1 2 8  s t i c k s  i n  my mind, b u t  it is  n o t  any more 
s i g n i f c a n t  than t h e  f i g u r e  we had of n e a r l y  200 i n  one even-
ing  up i n  t h e  v a l l e y  a rea .  

Well, you' 11 n o t e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a number of f i g u r e s  
a t  run through t h i s  a r t i c l e .  One i n c l u d e s  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  
t h e  "Warriors" moved through t h e  marshes a mi le  west of  My 

Lai they counted 6 9  enemy bodies  k i l l e d  by a b a t t e r y  of t h e  
6 th  B a t t a l i o n  1 1 t h  A r t i l l e r y .  Then i t  p o i n t s  ou t  t h a t  t h e  
b a t t e r y  was commanded by Captain GAMBLE. Now a f i g u r e  such 
as  t h a t  you would have checked a t  d i v i s i o n  TOC. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  It would have shown on t h e  d i v i s i o n  TOC 
as k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ,  KBA. 

Q. Then you come down i n  t h e  nex t  paragraph,  a u n i t  
l e d  by Second Lieutenant  Thomas K. WILLINGHAM engaged an unknown 
number of enemy along t h e  beach one-half mile south  of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  When con tac t  was broken 30 V i e t  Cong l a y  dead. 
That s i m i l a r l y  would be a f i g u r e  checked by you a t  t h e  DTOC? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I b e l i e v e  s i r ,  about t h e  same time 
t h a t  we were g e t t i n g  t h e s e  r e p o r t s ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t s  
a re  coming i n .  There was a r e p o r t ,  combat r e p o r t ,  d a i l y  
combat report ' .  It was an every 6 hours  r e p o r t  t h a t  was 
prepared a t  t h e  DTOC f o r  I11 MAF, and t h i s  was one o f  the  
f i g u r e s .  There was a summary f o r  t h e  days a c t i v i t y  and t h i s  
i s  why we wai ted  u n t i l  0200, because we could then  g e t  the 
day ' s  a c t i v i t y  summarized. Some of t h i s  m a t e r i a l  came from 
the re .  W e  used t h e  g e n e r a l  g u i d e l i n e s  s e n t  t o  us  by MACV 
and USARV on what we should inc lude  i n  these and we were urged 
t o  use names of t h e  u n i t  commanders and their home towns. 

%
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This  came o u t  about  halfway through my t o u r  ove r  t h e r e ,  and 
y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  w e  used names q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y .  W e  were 

b 	 urged t o  use t h e  f i g u r e s  of  enemy k i l l e d ,  de t a ined ,  d e t a i n e e s ,  
r i c e  captured ,  weapons captured  and s o  f o r t h .  

a - Who dubbed t h e  Task Force Barker ,  "Barker ' s  
Bastards " ?  Where d i d  t h a t  o r i g i n a t e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Was t h a t  a d e s c r i p t i o n  you~commanly used i n  t h e  
news s h e e t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  W e  used va r ious  nicknames t h e  u n i t s  
thought up f o r  themselves.  I t h i n k  t h a t  ' s  'because t h e  t h r e e  
companies t h a t  made up t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  were from t h r e e  d i f -  
f e r e n t  b a t t a l i o n s .  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  t h e  source  o f  it a s  f a r  
a s  I was concerned. 

I0: With r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  128,  Colonel D I O N N E ,  I have 
h e r e  t h e  l o g  of  the America1 Div is ion  f o r  t h e  1 6 t h ,  E x h i b i t  
M-6. 	 I f  you 'd  look f i r s t  a t  i t e m  28, do you r e c a l l  having 
seen  t h a t  f i g u r e ?  

A. No, s i r .  I never  saw t h e  d a i l y  jou rna l  a s  such.  
These were pos ted  on a l a r g e  a c e t a t e  board and i f  it w a s  
something they  could  d i s c u s s  ove r  t h e  te lephone ,  w e  ' d  j u s t  
check by te lephone .  They'd s a y ,  okay, what f i g u r e  do you have 
f o r  thus  and such u n i t  and we'd read  t h e  f i g u r e  t h a t  w e  g o t  
from t h e  br igade  10. I t  was done by te lephone when p o s s i b l e  
and s o  I d i d n ' t  see t h e s e .  

Q. Would you be f a m f l i a r  w i th  t h e  f i n a l  wrapup f o r  
t h e  day, t h e  l a s t  i t e m  on page 9 ,  number 9 4 ?  

A. P o s s i b l y  s ir ,  i f  i t  was something r epor t ed .  

Q- If you look down about t h e  f i f t h  l i n e ,  y o u ' l l  see 
t h a t  it starts w i t h  Operat ion Muscatine. 

A. The o p e r a t i o n  swnmary was usua l ly  t h e  k i n d  o f  t h i n g  
w e  would g e t  i n  t h e  n i g h t  b r i e f i n g ,  un le s s  something s i g n i f i -  
can t  happened a f t e r  dark.  There wouldn ' t  have been r e a l l y  
much change f o r  m e .  I remember t h e  128, b u t  I ' m  s o r r y  I d o n ' t  
remember t h a t  be ing  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  room. 

Q. W i l l  you look a t  t h e  o t h e r  f i g u r e s ?  Three i n d i v i -  
d u a l  weapons cap tu red ,  two U . S .  k i l l e d  by h o s t i l e  a c t i o n ,  t e n  
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wounded by h o s t i l e  act ion? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q .  Do you r e c a l l  any discuss ion,  e i t h e r  I n  t he  b r i e f -
i n g  t h a t  n igh t ,  o r  t he  following day o r  wi th in  t he  headquar-
t e r s ,  concerning this d i spa r i t y  of 128 K I A  t o  3 weapons cap-
tured? 

A. NO, s i r ,  I do 'not .  

Q Coming back again t o  the  P I 0  detachment a t  the 
11th br igade,  what a r e  the  r u l e s  f o r  handling photos? 

A. The f i lm ,  t he  processing and s o  f o r t h ,  i n  the  
brigade was processed i n  t he  45th P I  Detachment. Any re-
lease  of photos would come through my o f f i c e ,  anything they 
wanted t o  r e l ea se .  The usual  s c ru t i ny  was done by them on 
anything t h a t  might be c l a s s i f i e d ,  mat ters  o f  p ropr ie ty  and 
so  fo r th .  Then we i n  t u r n  would provide them t o  whomever 
would be on the  r e l ea se  l i s t .  So they were processed a t  the  
brigade l eve l .  

Q What's t h e  r u l e  on one of your PI0  photographers 
carrying an ind iv idua l  camera along, what was t h e  r u l e  then? 

A. S i r ,  I don ' t  th ink t he re  was a r u l e .  I don ' t  
know t h a t  t he re  is one i n  Vietnam today. I f  he was using 
government equipment he had t o  t u r n  t he  ma te r i a l  i n .  But 
i f  he had a personal  camera with h i s  own f i l m  i n  i t ,  I had 
never s t a t e d  a r u l e  t o  anyone about t h a t .  A t  t h e  e a r l y  
s tage  of the  game we were using our own cameras, because 
the re  were no cameras up t h e r e  and we were using 35mm black 
and white and tu rn ing  i t  i n  f o r  processing. I t  may have been 
an overs ight  on my p a r t ,  because i n  the e a r l y  s t ages  we had 
one four-by-five speed graphic,  probably the worst th ing  you 
could use i n  a he l i cop t e r .  I t  was fo reve r  breaking down 
because of the  dus t .  There were o t h e r  cameras obtained a s  
we went along, b u t  t h i s  was a t  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  and it was 
d i f f i c u l t .  Probably because of an experience f a c t o r ,  I had 
never had a problem, t he re  was no r u l e  as  f a r  as  I know. 

Q. W e l l ,  from a mat ter  of p r ide ,  is it reasonable 
t o  assume t h a t  a P I 0  would go ou t  and s e l e c t  p i c tu re s  which 
he would take  on one camera which he c a r r i e d  which belonged 
t o  t he  government, and then he would s e l e c t  o the r  p ic tu res  
which he would t ake  on h i s  own p r i v a t e  camera? 
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A. No, s i r ,  i f  h e ' s  going t o  expose p i c t u r e s  of  
anything t h a t  is  important  t o  t h e  government, it ought . t o  
be done on government equipment, and anything t h a t  he g o t  
t h a t  was d i f f e r e n t  on h i s  own camera t h a t  might be important  
t o  us ,  he was. c e r t a i n l y  wrong. 

. . 

Q Now assuming t h a t  some of t h e  b lack  and white 
p i c t u r e s  came through,  had i n d i c a t i o n s  on i t  t h a t  v i o l a t i o n s  
of d i v i s i o n  o r d e r s  o r  v i o l a t i o n s  of MACV o rde r s  o r  v i o l a t i o n s  
of the  r u l e s  of l and  warfare .  What would be t h e  normal prac-
t i c e  i n  handl ing  those  p i c t u r e s ?  

A. Well i t  would be d i f f i c u l t .  Unless you a l l e g e d ,  
as  i n  t h i s  case a l a r g e  number of people,  i t  would be d i f -- f i c u l t  t o  i d e n t i f y  from a given p i c t u r e  i f  a p a r t i c u l a r  vio-
l a t i o n  had occurred  un less  t h e  cap t ion  i t s e l f  i d e n t i f i e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  was a l a r g e  problem. Then t h e r e  was a procedure t h a t  
USARV had s e t  up f o r  us t o  provide those  p i c t u r e s  t o  t h e m ,  
they then  would do whatever was necessary.  I f  I had rece ived  
information about a photo of t h a t  na tu re ,  I would have turn-
e d  it over t o  t h e  C I D  t h e r e  a t  Chu Lai .  

Q What was t h e  d i v i s i o n  r u l e  concerning t h e  burn-
i n g  of houses o r  hootches? 

A. There was a s p e c i f i c  o r d e r  out  t h a t  it would n o t  
be done. 

Q. And w a s  t h i s  w e l l  understood w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, it was understood a t  t h e  headquarters .  
General KOSTER had i s s u e d  a l e t t e r  about abuse of c i v i l i a n  
property sometime i n  January and commanders were r equ i red  t o  
b r i n g  t h i s  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of  a l l  t h e i r  personnel .  I b e l i e v e  
January i s  t h e  r i g h t  month. This r e s u l t e d  from a l e t t e r  
t h a t  came bo th  from MACV and from USARV. H e  i s s u e d  a e x t r a  
l e t t e r  a long with i t ,  h i s  own l e t t e r  t h a t  went w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  
two. I t h i n k  t h e  problem s teLmed from an i n c i d e n t  of  t h i n g s  
being thrown o f f  v e h i c l e s  o r  something. Our assessment of the 
l e t t e r ,  and I s a y  o u r ,  because t h e  chief  of  s t a f f  showed it 
t o  me. The c o l o n e l  must have showed me t h a t  because he s a i d  
"Can you e d i t  t h i s  i n  such a way t h a t  we can a l s o  apply t h i s  
t o  people abusing c i v i l i a n s ,  abusing people a s  they go through 
v i l l a g e s ? "  I he lped  prepare a couple of t h e  paragraphs i n  
t h e  sense  o f  g e t t i n g  t h e  words on paper.  General KOSTER s a i d ,  
" I  want every commander t o  b r i n g  t h i s  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  h i s  
people." I heard  t h i s  on more than  one occasion.  I b e l i e v e  
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t h a t  was i n  January.  The i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  had genera ted  
the  l e t t e r  were apparent ly  i n  the  more b u i l t - u p  a reas .  I 
am going t o  say  Bien Hoa, Saigon a r e a  perhaps,  where cans 
and th ings  were be ing  thrown o f f  v e h i c l e s  and s t r i k i n g  peo-
p l e  t h a t  were walking on t h e  roads ,  d r i v i n g  veh ic les  t o o  
c lose  and s c a r i n g  f o l k s  and knocking t h e i r  proper ty  down 
and knocking t h e i r  c a r t s  down and th ings  l i k e  t h i s .  I 
think t h a t ' s  what encouraged i t  o r i g i n a l l y .  T h a t ' s  what 
it sounded l i k e .  

Q W e l l  do you remember t h e  s p e c i f i c  p o i n t  on burn-
i n g  hootches and s o  on, burning houses? 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c a l l y .  I ' d  
have t o  read it t o  r e c a l l ,  t o  be brought back t o  mind, b u t  
t h e r e  was a d i v i s i o n  d i r e c t i v e  , t o  t h a t  f a c t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  i n  t h e  Task Force Oregon SOP 
it had s ta tements  concerning t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of noncombatants, 
t h e  handl ing o f  de ta inees  and a l l  of t h i s  k ind  of m a t e r i a l .  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  I do very w e l l .  

Q. And a s  I would understand i t ,  this SOP was s t i l l  
i n  e f f e c t  up u n t i l  such time t h a t  the America1 SOP came out?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. sometime l a t e r ?  

A. That I s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. I have h e r e  now t h r e e  p i c t u r e s  which a r e  en te red  
as Exhib i t s  P-14, P-68, P-69. I show you t h e s e  and ask you 
i f  such photos came out  t o  the P I 0  s e c t i o n ,  whether t h e  PI0 
s e c t i o n  should have t h e  r i g h t  t o  r e t a i n  t h e s e  photos unto 
themselves o r  should n o t  they be c a l l e d  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  
of t h e  commander of t h e  u n i t  o r  a t  l e a s t  t o  t h e  opera t ions  
s t a f f  of t h e  u n i t .  

A. These should be c a l l e d  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of  the  
commander. 

Q I show you h e r e  two more p i c t u r e s  which have been 
en te red  as  Exh ib i t s  P-15 and P-16. Do you n o t i c e  the  p i c t u r e  
P-16? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q- And you perhaps no t i ced  p i c t u r e  P-15? Would you 
cons ider  t h a t  t h o s e  p i c t u r e s ,  one t h a t  shows the  wanton 
burning of  b u i l d i n g s  and p roper ty ,  t h e  number 15 ,  should have 
been c a l l e d  t o  the a t t e n t i o n  of the proper  a u t h o r i t i e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir,  I do. 

€la . And number 16 which shows n o t  only t h a t ,  b u t  a l -
s o  shows a t  l e a s t  two bodies  and a l s o  a p i l e  of m a t e r i a l  
being burned on t o p  of one of  t h e  bodies .  There ' s  a possi-
b i l i t y  of a t h i r d  body i n  t h a t  p i c t u r e ,  i f  you look a t  
number P-16. I now show you t h e s e  t o  r e f r e s h  your memory 
i n  t h e  use  of  d u a l  cameras, t h e  photos which w e r e  n o t  
i d e n t i c a l .  

A. No, sir. 

Q But t h e y ' r e  very c l o s e l y  akin  t o  one another  
(Refer r ing  t o  c o l o r  photo i n  L i f e  magazine s i m i l a r  t o  b lack-
and whi te  photo P-16 .) 

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q So it'becomes q u i t e  obvious t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
who took t h e  b lack  and whi te  a l s o  took t h e  colored  photo. 

A. I never  saw t h e s e ,  I would th ink  t h a t  MOODY 
would have c a l l e d  my a t t e n t i o n  t o  it. 

Q. That I s  e x a c t l y  why I asked t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  "Who's 
running t h a t  o u t f i t  down t h e r e ? "  There 's  no ques t ion  i n  your 
mind, however, from what you 've i n d i c a t e d ,  t h a t  anytime t h a t  
a p i c t u r e  would show up something t h a t  was an improper act,  
whether i t ' s  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of b r igade ,  d i v i s i o n ,  MACV o r  
Army r e g u l a t i o n s ,  t h a t  those  p i c t u r e s  should be c a l l e d  t o  
the a t t e n t i o n  of  t h e  proper  a u t h o r i t i e s .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- And n o t  r e t a i n e d  wi th in  t h e  I0 shop as your own 
personal  proper ty .  

A. Exact ly ,  sir.  

MR MACCRATE: Colonel DIONNE,  I show you ~ x h i b i tP-70 which 
i s  t h e  s t r i p  o f  photographs,  one o f  t h e  b lack  and whi te  series 
taken apparent ly  by M r .  HAEBERLE and ask you i f  on o r  about 
t h i s  time i n  March 1968 you saw any of  t h e s e  photographs of 
t h a t  series. 
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A. The type of photograph t h a t  I know t h a t  they had 
released, and I say a type  because I d o n ' t  remember what 
they were desc r ib ing  a t  t h e  t ime,  t h e  type  o f  t h i n g  t h a t  d i d  
come t o  us was of t h e  t roops walking through the r i c e  pad- 
d i e s ,  t h e  r i c e  paddy scenes ,  t h e  people borrowing a canteen 
of water  from a w e l l ,  o r  h e l i c o p t e r s  coming i n ,  5 e  medevac. 
his kind  of p i c t u r e  I go t  f r equen t ly .  But t h i s  one,  t h e  

scene of  a man apparent ly with a l i g h t e r  i n  h i s  hand o r  
something. This man searching  a h u t  h e r e ,  a s t r aw h u t ,  
t h a t ' s  poss ib ly  one t h a t  I ' v e  seen  b e f o r e ,  b u t  I ' n  n o t  su re .  
I had s i m i l a r  p i c t u r e s  come t o  me from t h e  198th.  They had 
a very qood photographer t h e r e  who provided me wi th  an awful 
l o t  of  p i c t u r e s  from t h e  198th Brigade, many of them of a 
s i m i l a r  na tu re .  But t h e  ones of burning t h i n g s ,  I d i d n ' t  
s ee  these .  

Q- I show you a s i m i l a r  s t r i p  from M r .  HAEBERLE, 
apparent ly b lack  and whi te  p i c t u r e s  taken by him on t h e  op- 
e r a t i o n  t h a t  day and ask you i f  you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any of 
those.  On t h e  reverse  s i d e  i s  what you 've a l r eady  examined. 

A. N o ,  sir ,  I d o n ' t  remember any o f  t h e s e .  I th ink  
t h a t  medevac p i c t u r e ,  t h e  two t roopers  s i t t i n g  under a t r e e  
with a young Vietnamese l a d  i n  t h e  middle. 

Q. Do I understand t h a t  you would only  s e e  t h e  in -  
d iv idua l  photographs t h a t  were passed up from br igade  wi th  
a recommendation f o r  pub l i ca t ion?  

A. Yes, sir.  They would prepare  a c a p t i o n  i d e n t i -  
fying t h e  photograph. I f  t h e r e  was a s t o r y  t o  go wi th  it, 
i f  t h e r e  were more informat ion ,  i f  i t  were p a r t  of an oper-
a t i o n  and s o  f o r t h ,  t h a t  would be a t t ached  t o  it a l s o .  They 
would come up twice a week. I ' d  g e t  a packet  from them and 
we'd go through each one of  them f o r  p r o p r i e t y ,  t h e  c learance  
f a c t o r  and i f  they  were combat o p e r a t i o n s ,  i f  t h e r e  was some 
quest ion about t h e  announcement of an o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  had n o t  
y e t  been announced, we would j u s t  hold  t h e  photos u n t i l  t h e  
opera t ion  was announced, and it would a l l  be r e l e a s e d  a t  
once. They would i n d i c a t e  on them where they  p r e f e r r e d  f o r  
them t o  go, and of course t h e  11 th  Brigade had n o t  long been 
out of  Hawaii and many of t h e i r  r e l e a s e s  went back t o  Hawaii. 

Q - Did they  have t h e i r  own developing and p r i n t  shop? 

A. Yes, sir .  
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Q - A t  the br igade?  

A. Yes, s ir ,  they had MTQN-7 o r  something. It was a 
van, a duece-and-a-half-type van. I t  was on t h e  back of a 
t ruck .  Once they  had pos i t ioned  t h e  t h i n g  and sand bagged 
i t ,  they j u s t  used it t h e  way i t  was. I t h i n k  t h a t  about 
t h e  time I was l eav ing  they  w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  b u i l d  a l i t t l e  
wooden b u i l d i n g  t o  g e t  some a i r  i n  t h e  th ing .  

10: That van, a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  d i d  n o t  have c a p a b i l i -
t y  f o r  c o l o r  photo,  had only b lack  and white .  

A. No, sir. It had only b lack  and white .  

& 1'11show you h e r e  t h e  e n t i r e  series of co lored  
photos which were taken  during t h i s  opera t ion  (Exhibi t s  
P-26 through P-42) . You have had an oppor tuni ty  t o  scan 
the  black and whi te  photos.  You had an oppor tuni ty  t o  
scan  the  colored ,  and you n o t i c e  t h e r e ' s  a v a s t  d i f f e r e n c e  
i n  t h e  two. Can you g ive  me any p o s s i b l e  reason why any-
body would n o t ,  f o r  example, p r i n t  i n  b lack  and whi te  the 
p i c t u r e s  which they had i n  c o l o r .  Why t h e  c o l o r  would no t  
a l s o  be made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  l o c a l  commander? 

A. No, sir.  It seems t o  me i f  t h i s  man saw t h i s  
k ind  of  a c t i v i t y  h e ' d  go back and ve rba l ly  r e p o r t  it. It 
would seem l i k e  t h e  r a t i o n a l  t h i n g  t o  do, shoot ing  a l l  t h e s e  
kinds of p i c t u r e s .  The man with h i s  i n t e s t i n e s  hanging ou t  
i s  no t  a very p r e t t y  p i c t u r e  and i f  you s t a n d  t h e r e  and t ake  
a p i c t u r e  of it you'd a t  l e a s t  r e p o r t  i t  t o  someone a f t e r -
wards. 

& - Well, we have many of  them t h a t  a r e  n o t  very 
p r e t t y  p i c t u r e s .  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  know any r a t i o n a l  reason why a 
man would n o t  r e p o r t  it. 

Q Were you aware of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  when t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  
were taken h e  had along wi th  him one of t h e  r e p o r t e r s  from 
the  I0 s e c t i o n ?  

A .  No, sir.  However, I w i l l  say g e n e r a l l y  t h a t  they  
usual ly  t r a v e l  i n  a team. The photographer and t h e  informa-
t i o n  w r i t e r  usua l ly  t r a v e l  as a team. 

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  i n  Headquarters,  America1 Divis ion 
t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on concerning what may 
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have happened a t  Son My o r  My La i  on 1 6  March? 

A- N o ,  s i r ,  I d i d  n o t .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  any t a l k  around what BARKER'S 
o u t f i t  may have done? A l a r g e  number of women and ~ h i l d r e n  
t h a t  w e r e  k i l l e d  perhaps showing up i n  t h e i r  SITREP1s and s o  
f o r t h ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. W e  understand from t a l k i n g  t o  s e v e r a l  w i tnesses  
t h a t  a t  l e a s t  some of  t h e  o f f i c e r s  were aware t h a t  something 
unusual had t aken  p lace  and t h e r e  was a l s o  much loose  t a l k  
among t h e  e n l i s t e d  personnel .  Considerable  t a l k ,  t o  t h e  
p o i n t  where one could  almost overhear  it from t h e  s t a f f  m e s s  
as t o  what was going on i n  t h e  e n l i s t e d  m e s s ,  what rumors 
were be ing  passed about.  Did you e v e r  h e a r  anything about 
t h i s ?  

A .  No, s ir ,  I d i d  no t .  

Q What were your  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  
t h e  t r a i n i n g  and o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  I 0  s e c t i o n s ?  Were you 
responsib+e f o r  them i n  a l l  and anything they  d i d ,  o t h e r  
than providing j us t broad s u p e r v i s i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  they came i n  t r a i n e d .  These people  w e r e  
t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  StAtes  b e f o r e  they  jo ined  the p u b l i c  informa-
t i o n  detachment. They e i t h e r  had c i v i l i a n  t r a i n i n g ,  o r  e-
q u i v a l e n t  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  a f t e r  t a k i n g  b a s i c  and A I T .  They 
would j o i n  t h e  p u b l i c  in format ion  detachment o r  come i n t o  the 
in format ion  o f f i c e .  Most of my people  came, t h e  f i r s t  s e r i e s  
of replacements t h a t  I g o t ,  came i n  December 1967 and January 
1968.  They w e r e  a young, inexper ienced  crowd, b u t  many of them 
had worked a s  c i v i l i a n s ,  done t h e  c i v i l i a n  job i n  news media 
work and were cons idered  q u a l i f i e d .  They w e r e  awarded the 
MOS by t h e  Army and they  were s e n t  t o  m e  a s  replacements.  
This h e l d  t r u e  f o r  most a l l  of  t h e  in fo rma t ion  school  a t  Ben 
Harr ison and had been t r a i n e d  i n  m i l i t a r y  w r i t i n g  and t h e  
mat te r  of p r o p r i e t y  and s o  f o r t h .  When you say  the  respon-
s i b i l i t y  i n  t r a i n i n g ,  t h e r e  i s  ano the r  t h i n g ,  the pecu l i a r -
i t i e s  of Vietnam. My o f f i c e  s p e n t  more t ime w i t h  newsmen 
coming i n ,  v i s i t o r s ,  and t a k i n g  them t o  t h e  a r e a s ,  t ranspor-
t a t i o n ,  b i l l e t i n g ,  mess, and s o  f o r t h .  W e  s p e n t  more t i m e  a t  
t h a t ,  and my pe r sona l  t i m e  was s p e n t  most ly  wi th  t h e  g e n e r a l  
o f f i c e r s  and b r i e f i n g s  by t h e  s t a f f  and t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g  
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f o r  t h e  newsmen who came t o  t h e  Americal. And when they 
d i d n ' t  show up f requen t ly  enough I went ou t  and go t  them and 
used t o  b r i n g  them back because we wanted a s  much a t t e n t i o n  
about t h e  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  was going on t h e r e .  So I was 
away p a r t  of  t h e  t ime,  spen t  some time i n  Danang and n o t  a s  
much i n  Saigon, b u t  Danang usua l ly ,  a t  t h e  p r e s s  c e n t e r ,  
and would b r ing  them back with me. The genera l  would g ive  
them a b r i e f i n g  and we'd go from t h e r e .  So t h e  t r a i n i n g  and 
b r ing ing  t h e s e  men up t o  d a t e  on t h e  USARV and MACV po l i cy  
of what was r e l e a s a b l e  and what was n o t  r e l e a s a b l e  was r e a l l y  
t h e  a r e a  i n  which I go t  involved with t h e  people t h a t  were 
working i n  t h e  I0 jobs. But we f e l t  we had a p r e t t y  good 
stop-gap, a s  anything they  s e n t  t o  us was reviewed by us 
and then reviewed again i n  Danang. We r e l e a s e d  t o  Danang 
and t h a t  was t h e  MACV c l e a r i n g  agency. We had t o  have t h e  
MACV c learance  be fo re  anything could go o u t .  But they pre- 
pared t h e  envelopes and had everyth ing  prepared t o  mail ,  a l l  
s e t  t o  go, MACV w a s  t h e  f i n a l  r e l e a s i n g  a u t h o r i t y .  

MR MACCRATE: Colonel D I O N N E ,  do you remember a v i s i t ,  i n  
t h e  l a t e  summer or f a l l  of 1967, by a w r i t e r  from t h e  New-
Yorker Magazine, Jonathan SCHELL? 

A. SCHELL, s i r ,  remember him very w e l l ,  more than 
we l l .  Jonathan SCHELL came i n  mid-August 1967 and was l a t e r  
joined by h i s  b r o t h e r .  Jonathan was t h e  f i r s t  one,  O r v i l l e ,  
h i s  b ro the r  came i n  l a t e r .  For about 2 weeks, I would 
say ,  it had been repor ted  t o  me, t o  f l y  wi th  t h e  FACS, 
forward a i r  c o n t r o l l e r s ,  A i r  Force people.  Lieutenant  
Colonel Joe  CAMP, who was t h e  I0 f o r  t h e  395th squadron, I ' v e  
fo rgo t t en  t h e  A i r  Force number f o r  t h e  u n i t ,  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  
an A i r  Force u n i t  i n  Danang and he was t h e  s e n i o r  A i r  
Force information o f f i c e r  t h e r e .  He c a l l e d  me and s a i d ,  
"Could I p u t  them up, we have an a i r  FAC f a c i l i t y  down a t  
your p lace  and they  don ' t  mind him i f  you don 't mind. " I 
s a i d  f i n e .  I asked i f  he was MACV acc red i t ed  and he s a i d  
t h a t  he was. W e  p icked him up a t  t h e  a i r f i e l d  and I b r i e f e d  
him. The next  morning they took him ou t  on a f l i g h t ,  p u t  
him i n  t h e  back o f  an 0-2 .  He was t h e r e  about 2 weeks 
and t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of t h e  second week t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  
f racus  up i n  t h e  g u e s t  q u a r t e r s .  I a l s o  had a gentleman 
by t h e  name of B i l l  HALL who wrote f o r  U P I .  You may re-
member him, h e  w a s  an ex-specia l  f o r c e s ,  tough l i t t l e  guy 
and he used t o  go o u t  and spend a l o t  of time with t h e  
t roops.  He d i d n ' t  f o o l  around i n  t h e  headquar ters  a r e a ,  
he was o u t  wi th  t h e  t roops .  And I got  B i l l  down t h e r e  and 
pu t  B i l l  ou t  on Whebler-Wallowa. B i l l  went up with t h e  2/12, 
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a 1st Cav Divis ion  u n i t  t h a t  was a t  t h a t  t ime-- their  3d 
Brigade was a t t ached  a t  t h a t  time. I 'm s o r r y ,  t h i s  is  j u s t  
before  t h e  3d Brigade came i n .  I ' l l  have t o  r e c a l l  what u n i t .  
~t may have been t h e  l O l s t  Airborne he was w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  
I don' t know. 

B i l l  i n  conversat ion wi th  Jonathan apparent ly  determined 
t h a t  he was some kind  of a l i b e r a l  peacenik o r  something l i k e  this 
and t h e r e  were some names t raded and B i l l  had him by the  
scuf f  of t h e  neck and was going t o  heave him ou t  through t h e  
s i d e  of t h e  w a l l ,  and t h i s  i s  according t o  a t h i r d  corres-
pondent, Char l i e  BLACIZ, who was l i v i n g  w i t h  us a t  t h a t  t ime. 
char l i e  w r i t e s  f o r  The Columbus edger-~nquirer , Columbus, 
Georgia. Char l i e  go t  between them, and anyway, t h e  th ing  was 
quie ted  down, and Jonathan moved i n  with t h e  FACs t h e  next  
day. He had o f f  and on s p e n t  some t ime l i v i n g  wi th  the 
FACs i n  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  b u i l d i n g s ,  t h i s  s e r i e s  of  hootches.  
So I t a l k e d  t o  Jonathan when Char l i e  t o l d  me about t h i s  and 
t r i e d  t o  f i n d  ou t  and he s a i d ,  "No, e v e r y t h i n g ' s  a l l  r igh t .  
I go t  mouthy and he g o t  mouthy and one t h i n g  and another ."  
I f igured  they were s a t i s f i e d  with what t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h e  
argument was, I was going t o  s t a y  out  o f  it. B i l l  promptly 
went out  i n t o  t h e  boonies again a f t e r  he made a r e p o r t  on 
telephone t o  U P 1  and t h e  next  i n d i c a t i o n  I g o t  i s  when he 
went down t o  3d Brigade of t h e  4 th  Divis ion.  Colonel George 
WARE had a l i t t l e  a c t i v i t y  going down t h e r e .  So I s a i d  why 
d o n ' t  you go down t h e r e  and t r y  t o  j o i n  a ground u n i t .  Well 
he went down, b u t  he wouldn ' t  leave  t h e  compound. He was 
s a t i s f i e d  t o  s t a y  w i t h i n  t h e  compound. But he r epor ted  some 
f igures  t o  Colonel WARE t h a t  Colonel WARE g o t  q u i t e  e x c i t e d  
about, about t h e  damage l e v e l  down i n  t h e  Mo Duc-Duc Pho 
D i s t r i c t ,  and he was saying  Quang Ngai. There ' s  b i g  areas  
of Quang Ngai t h a t  never had a s h o t  f i r e d  i n  any a r e a ,  I d o n ' t  
think.  But t h e  Mo Duc-Duc Pho D i s t r i c t  had been worked over 
r a t h e r  heav i ly  by t h e  Marines a t  one time. Then t h e  1st 
Cav Divis ion had been up t h e r e  f i g h t i n g  w i t h  the  3d NVA 
Division and t h e  war had progressed back and f o r t h  across  this 
a rea  a cons iderable  length  of t ime be fo re  Task Force Oregon 
had e v e r  g o t  t h e r e .  There was damage, but he was us ing  99 
Percent destroyed and th ings  l i k e  t h i s .  A l o t  of people 
were s t i l l  l i v i n g  down t h e r e .  So he ques t ioned t h e  v a l i d i t y  
of h i s  f i g u r e s  and wouldn ' t  al low him t o  use t h e  f i g u r e s .  
Well Jonathan came back t o  my place .  Some o f  t h i s  may no t  be 
exac t ly  t h e  t ime d a t e  t h a t  i t  happened. Jonathan came back 
t o  t h e  headquar ters  and, Colonel WARE had c a l l e d  me i n  t h e  
meantime, and I s a i d ,  "What's the  s t o r y ? "  He went i n t o  q u i t e  
an impassioned t h i n g  about we ' r e  h e r e  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  peo- 
p le ;  we 're  going t o  k i l l  a l l  t h e  c i v i l i a n s ,  and s o  f o r t h .  
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H e  wrote a book abou t  it. But because Colonel WARE had 
a s p e c i f i c  complaint  about t h e  f i g u r e  t h a t  he  was a t t r i -
b u t i n g  t o  Colonel  WARE, I s a i d ,  " I ' m  p u t t i n g  you back i n  the 
chopper, y o u ' r e  s o i n g  down t h e r e  and y o u ' r e  going t o  
c l e a r  those  f i g u r e s  wi th  Colonel WARE before  I ' l l  al low 
you t o  l e a v e  he re . "  So I pu t  him back i n  t h e  chopper and 
down he  went, and Colonel WARE c o u l d n ' t  convince him t h a t  
t h e s e  were n o t  f i g u r e s  t h a t  he could  a t t r i b u t e  t o  Colonel 
WARE. So they  p u t  him back i n  t h e  chopper and s e n t  him 
ou t .  W e l l  appa ren t ly  he t a l k e d  t h e  chopper p i l o t  i n t o  
s topping  a t  Quang Ngai C i t y  and grabbed a p l ane .  H i s  
b r o t h e r  had a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  meantime, been h e r e  a couple 
of days,  and t h e  two of  them c r e a t e d  q u i t e  a l i t t l e  fu r -  
row around t h e  headquar t e r s  when they  went up t o  a l i t t l e  
g r a s s  shack o f f i c e r s  c lub  and s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  t o  people .  
So I s a i d ,  "Maybe we'd  j u s t  b e t t e r  ask t h e s e  two c h a r a c t e r s  
t o  l eave . "  But I d i d n ' t  have t o  ask them. They jo ined  i n  
Quang Ngai C i t y  and hopped a p lane  o u t  of Saigon t h e  very 
nex t  day appa ren t ly .  S a t  it o u t  i n  P a r i s  and wrote t h e  
book, The Other  S ide .  I t ' s  n o t  very  good reading.  

Q- And t h i s  took p l a c e  perhaps t h e  f a l l  of  19673 

A. August of 1967. 

a- When d i d  you f i r s t  read  t h e  s e r i a l i z e d  p i e c e  t h a t  
appeared i n  t h e  New Yorker Magazine? 

A. I t  w a s  mai led t o  m e  i n  Vietnam, one of t h e  s e r i a l s  by 
a f r i e n d  of mine i n  Washington, D.C. 

Q. It  was i n  t h e  September r a t h e r  t h e  March 9 ,  1968 . 
i s s u e ?  Would you have g o t  t h a t  be fo re  you-- 

A. No, sir ,  t h i s  was mai led t o  me  by Don KITE. I t  
was s e n t  t o  Vietnam, one i s s u e  was s e n t  t o  Vietnam and it 
f i n a l l y  caught up wi th  m e .  I have both of  them a t  home now 
and I bought t h e  second one myself because I was back. I 
know it was mai led t o  Vietnam and I remember it was cu r ious  
t h a t  it f i n a l l y  caught  up wi th  me. I guess t h e  book h a s  
been o u t  f o r  a t  l e a s t  6 weeks o r  more. Someone i n  New 
York C i t y ,  i n  t h e  i n f o  shop t h e r e ,  one o f  t h e  c o l o n e l s  t h a t  
had worked a t  MACV when w e  w e r e  t o g e t h e r  a t  MACV, t a l k i n g  
some o t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  s a i d ,  "Have you seen y o u r s e l f  i n  t h e  
book y e t ? "  I s a i d ,  "No, I h a v e n ' t  seen  t h e  book, I c a n ' t  
f i n d  it. " Brentano ' s  d i d n ' t  c a r r y  it ,  which was my source.  
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Q. Did t h e  book come ou t  b e f o r e  you l e f t  Vietnam? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q 0 
That came a f t e r ?  

A. That was a f t e r ,  y e s ,  s ir .  I was phys ica l ly  
assigned h e r e  i n  Washington a t  t h a t  time. 

Q- But c e r t a i n l y  a s  a r e s u l t  of this experience with 
M r .  SCHELL i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1 9 6 7 ,  you were q u i t e  s e n s i t i z e d  t o  
the problem and t h e  k ind  of a t t i t u d e  t h a t  t h e r e  was? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Well, we pu t  t h i s  a l l  on paper and s e n t  
, it t o  MACV. A complete r e p o r t  of it went t o  MACV. My job a t  

t h a t  p o i n t  was n o t  t o  decide who came i n t o  t h e  a r e a  r e a l l y ,  
because i f  they  were recommended t o  me by MACV o r  USARV, w e  
weren ' t  t h e r e  t o  s t o p  t h e  v i s i t o r s .  A t  MACV, a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
t he re  were a c c r e d i t a t i o n  procedures i n  e f f e c t .  I f  they 
wanted t h e  newsman t o  come t o  our  a r e a ,  o r  i f  we could handle 
them, f i n e .  There was no o b j e c t i o n ,  they  could go t o  any 
u n i t  they wanted t o  i n  Vietnam. 

9- Colonel D I O N N E ,  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you went, I 
b e l i e v e ,  t o  LZ D o t t i e  on 1 4  March? 

A. S i r ,  I was promoted on 1 4  March. I t  was sometime 
i n  t h a t  time frame, a f t e r  I was promoted, because I have 
a brand new l e a f  showing on my f a t i g u e s .  

Q* And you w e r e  accompanied, you i n d i c a t e d ,  by t h e  
chaplain,  was t h a t  t h e  chapla in  of t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  Chaplain LEWIS. 

Q. And you saw q u i t e  a b i t  o f  Chaplain LEWIS a t  t h e  
d iv i s ion?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  o f f  and on. He was a very f r i e n d l y  guy 
and as  a ma t t e r  of  f a c t  he used t o  t a k e  h i s  walk around 
our l i t t l e  U c i r c l e  down a t  t h e  headquar te r s ,  and my o f f i c e  
was loca ted  across  t h e  s t r e e t  from the  G 5  i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  
t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  parade ground i n  t h e  middle. 

Q Right next  t o  t h e  courthouse? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  the courthouse came l a t e r ,  of course ,  b u t  
i t  was r i g h t  next  t o  t h e  courthouse.  
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Q .  A t  the br i e f ings  t h a t  you at tended,  where d id  you
s i t  i n  the  arrangement. Was t he re  a customary place  t h a t  
you occupied? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I always had t he  same s e a t .  I was 
i n  the  second row and i n  about the  seventh s e a t  from the  
r i g h t ,  I G  on one s i d e ,  and I want t o  say t he  JAG on the 
other  s i d e ,  but  I don ' t  know why. 

Q. This is the  same row t h a t  the  chaplain s a t  i n ?  

A. Yes, sir .  He was down j u s t  another s e a t  o r  s o  
from me. He was toward t h e  middle from me, I be l i eve ,  then 
Colonel MORTIMER when he was the  I G  we used t o  walk over 
together  because h i s  o f f i c e  was next  t o  mine. Colonel 
HEATHERLY came i n  as h i s  replacement and HEATHERLY and, w e l l  
HEATHERLY came i n  i n  l a t e  February o r  March, something l i k e  
t h a t ,  and I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  know him. I was leaving 
Vietnam and I ' d  been through a g r e a t  number of people t h a t  
I had met a t  MACV, went through two changes of  personnel a t  
Task Force Oregon because t h e  people who were assigned t o  
Task Force Oregon were mostly s h o r t  t imers.  

Q- The G5 s a t  genera l ly  i n  f r o n t  of you? 

A. Yes, s ir .  The chief  of s t a f f  was down i n  the 
f i r s t  row and a l l  the  G s  were i n  the  f i r s t  row. Then 
the  commanders were on each s i d e  o f  t h a t ,  the  middle s e a t s  
were General K O S T E R ' s  s e a t  and ADC, then t he  G s ,  and then 
any commanders t h a t  were up a t  Chu Lai.  Then s p e c i a l  
s t a f f  and then i n  the  very back t h i r d  row the  a s s i s t a n t  
s i g n a l  o f f i c e r .  

Q You have mentioned t h a t  you do r e c a l l  t h i s  f i g u r e
of 128 K I A .  

A. That ' s  r i g h t .  

Q Do you have any r eco l l ec t i on  of t h a t  f i gu re
being mentioned a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  o r  a t  a b r i e f i n g  and hearing 
the  comment passed along the  s i d e l i n e s  a t  such a b r i e f i n g ,  
"128 K I A ,  4 VC and 1 2 4  women and chi ldren."  

A. No, sir. I th ink I would have remembered t h a t .  

MR WALSH: We've had some testimony from some people i n  the  
brigade,  the  11th Brigade I0 shop, t h a t  they concede t h e i r  
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duty and func t ion  t o  be t o  provide informat ion  favorable  
t o  t h e  br igade  f o r  disseminat ion t o  t h e  news media and 
it was n o t  p a r t  of t h e i r  duty t o  r e p o r t  information un-
favorable  t o  t h e  br igade .  Do you agree t h a t  t h a t  is--

A. ( In terpos ing)  Well I d o n ' t  know what you i d e n t i -
f y  as favorable  o r  unfavorable,  b u t  we had t o  g e t  i t  by t h e  
MACV c learance  agency. I n  t h a t  s e n s e ,  i f  it were unfavor-
able  t o  t h e  command as a whole, I donqt t h ink  i t  would 
have been c l e a r e d ,  very f rankly .  

Q Well l e t  me put  i t  another  way then.  You would 
agree t h a t  t h e i r  funct ion  was t o  f i n d  and r e p o r t  information 
t h a t  would be c l e a r e d  by MACV f o r  r e l e a s e  and publ i sh ing?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Now, d i d  you, i n  your f u n c t i o n ,  have any respon-
s i b i l i t i e s  put  on you t o  r e p o r t  e i t h e r  t o  t h e  cornanding 
genera l  o r  t o  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  o r  anybody e l s e ,  any un-
favorable  informat ion ,  v i o l a t i o n  of r e g u l a t i o n s ,  cr imes,  
o the r  mat ters  t h a t  might come t o  the  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  
repor t ing  teams t h a t  were working w i t h  t h e  u n i t s  i n  the  
f i e l d ?  

' A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  bu t  i f  i t  
would have come t o  me, I would have done it because of  a 
s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  work. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  injunc-
t i o n s  t o  me t h a t  s a i d  do t h i s ,  b u t  c e r t a i n l y  i f  t h e r e  had 
been. 

Q e  ( In te rpos ing)  I a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t .  I ' m  speaking 
apa r t  from your genera l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a s  an o f f i c e r .  I 
mean i s  i t  a  func t ion ,  a s  you understood it a t  a l l ,  of  t h e  
information people ,  whose funct ion  it i s  t o  c o l l e c t  i n f o r -
mation, t o  pass  on information o f  ma t t e r s  t h a t  need inves-
t i g a t i o n  o r  c o r r e c t i o n ?  

A. yes ,  sir. 

Q. Is t h a t  s p e l l e d  o u t ,  do you know? Was i t  s p e l l e d  
out  t o  you i n  e i t h e r  o r a l  o r  w r i t t e n  d i r e c t i v e s  opera t ion  i n  
Your organiza t ion?  

A. No, sir .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  I'm n o t  aware of any i f  
t h e r e  were. 

Q Was t h e r e  e v e r  an occasion when v i o l a t i o n s  of rules--
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  L e t  m e  go back i f  I may f o r  j u s t  
a  moment. Excuse me f o r  i n t e r r u p t i n g .  Within t h e  d i r ec -  
t i v e s  t h a t  w e r e  w r i t t e n ,  y o u ' r e  p o i n t i n g  it t o  m e  f o r  in -  
format ion s o l e l y .  W e l l  you see I don' t d ivorce  informa- 
t i o n  people from any o t h e r  s t a f f  o f f i c e r  o r  any o t h e r  s o l -  
d i e r  i n  the  Army. They' re no d i f f e r e n t .  They have t h e  
same r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  So this i s  where I d i g r e s s  a b i t  
because I th ink  i t s  impor tan t  t o  say  they  a r e  f i r s t  s o l -  
d i e r s  and then t h e y ' r e  doing t h e i r  job a s  photographer,  
w r i t e r ,  t y p i s t  o r  whatever he has  t o  do. H e  may be a 
f i l e  c l e r k ,  he m a y  be a d r i v e r ,  b u t  he wears a uniform 
f i r s t  and t h a t ' s  more impor tan t  t o  m e .  So a s  a s o l d i e r  i f  
he knows of wrong doing,  h e ' s  r equ i red  t o  r e p o r t  wrong 
doing. 
Q- Can you r e c a l l  any i n s t a n c e  o r  example dur ing  
your pe r iod  w i t h  Task Force Oregon o r  the  America1 Div is ion  
when one of your  r e p o r t i n g  teams i n  t h e  f i e l d  r e p o r t e d  t o  
you v i o l a t i o n s  o f  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s ,  p o s s i b l e  c r i m i n a l  
a c t i o n s  t h a t  you t h e n  r e p o r t e d  t o  h i g h e r  a u t h o r i t y ?  

A .  Y e s .  sir. I was one o f  t h e  people  t h a t  r epor t ed  
a  t h i n g  t h a t  s e v e r a l  people heard  about .  This  occur red  up i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  of Khe Sanh where a  man was supposedly t i e d  up 
i n ,  o r  h e l d  down i n ,  a dying r o o s t e r  o r  some damn 
p o s i t i o n  and g iven  t h e  wa te r  t r ea tmen t ,  supposedly t o  make 
him t a l k .  There was a r e p o r t e r  on the  scene who took a 
p i c t u r e  of this. I'm n o t  s u r e  i f  t h e s e  were PF o r  ARVN. 
ARVN s o l d i e r s  wi th  U . S .  s o l d i e r s  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  de ta ined  a 
suspec t  and appa ren t ly  w e r e  g i v i n g  him t h e  wa te r  t r ea tmen t .  
This i s  j u s t  keep pouring wa te r  down h i s  t h r o a t  u n t i l  he 
t a l k s  and i t  may have been B i l l  HALL, I ' m  n o t  s u r e  who the 
r e p o r t e r  was. H e  came back t h a t  n i g h t  and r e p o r t e d  it t o  
me and I went over  t o  G 3  and I s a i d  t h i s  happened and they 
s a i d  they  g o t  the word on i t  a l r eady  and i t s  be ing  i n v e s t i -  
ga t ed .  I mentioned it t o  t h e  ch ie f  of  s t a f f  and he s a i d  
he  understood t h a t  i t ' s  be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d  r i g h t  now. 

Q T h i s  involved  Vietnamese personnel .  a 

A. And U.S . personnel  w e r e  p r e s e n t .  The photograph t h a t  
was t aken ,  and pub l i shed  i n  The Washington Pos t ,  was a  p ic -  
t u r e  of some t roops  s t a n d i n g  around whi le  t h i s  man was be ing  
g iven  t h e  t r ea tmen t .  

Q. There were c i v i l i a n  r e p o r t e r s  p r e s e n t ?  
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A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q I ' m  speaking more of an i n s t a n c e  where someone 
on t h e  I0 s e c t i o n  observed something o r  learned  of something, 
repor ted  it t o  you and you repor ted  it t o  a high-.r a u t h o r i t y .  

A. I had one r e p o r t  a l s o  from a S p e c i a l i s t  Bob 
TOWLE. He came back from an opera t ion  wi th  t h e  l O l s t  A i r -
borne and i n d i c a t e d  t o  me t h a t  t h e r e  had been some mutila-
t i o n  of a body o r  somebody had kicked him a f t e r  t h e  man 
was dead, a f t e r  t h e  s o l d i e r  had i n  some way d isgraced  t h e  
.body, and I repor ted  t h i s .  I passed it on t o  both  t h e  G 3  
and the  ch ie f  of s t a f f .  I don' t know i f  t h e r e  was any 
ac t ion  taken o r  i f  t h e r e  was any way t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  it. But 
this was back i n  t h e  h i l l s  and I th ink  t h e  opera t ion  was 
Operation Benton. This was an a r e a  t h a t  they  passed through. 
I d o n ' t  know i f  they e v e r  went back o r  i f  t h e r e  was any i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n .  I j u s t  don' t know. But he j u s t  t o l d  me t h i s  
th ing  and I s a i d ,  "Bob, what d i d  you s e e ? "  I n  a l l  f a i r n e s s  
t o  what may have occurred ,  TOPILE was a d i f f i c u l t  man i n  
the sense  t h a t  we had o t h e r  problems w i t h  him, b u t  he d i d  
l i k e  t o  go out  on opera t ions  and he ' d  been out  a week o r  
more. He came back and t o l d  me t h i s  and I asked i f  he had 
anything t h a t  we could put  our  hands on. No, b u t  he s a i d  
they kicked t h e  body around o r  something. I j u s t  d o n ' t  
know how ex tens ive  it  was, but  I j u s t  passed it on. 

Q. Did you pass it on t o  t h e  I G ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, i t  would have been Colonel 
MORTIMER then  and I d o n ' t  know i f  I d i d  o r  n o t .  Very f rank ly  
I discounted t h i s  a l i t t l e  b i t  because Bob TOWLE was a 
problem c h i l d  who wore h i s  uniform l i k e  an animal. Personal 
hygiene wasn ' t  always t h e  g r e a t e s t .  I t  was j u s t  a s  w e l l  t o  
g e t  him out  i n  t h e  boonies.  So w e  would g e t  him o u t  t h e r e ,  
if he wanted t o  go. He became t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  some d i s -
c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  f o r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  ba r racks .  He had 
a couple of bee r s  and wanted t o  f i g h t  everybody, and I d i s -
counted it q u i t e  a -b i t  because of t h a t .  

Did you e v e r  g ive  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  your I0 
ople  when they came i n ,  t h a t  they  were i n  a unique p o s i t i o n ,  
a t  being t h e i r  primary func t ion  being t o  c o l l e c t  informa-

t i o n ,  t h a t  they were a l s o  i n  a unique p o s i t i o n  t o  r e p o r t  t o  
YOU any v i o l a t i o n s  of r u l e s  o r  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  c r i m i n a l m a t t e r s ,  
and t h a t  they should make i t  a p o i n t  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  t o  you? 
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A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h e  l a s t  p a r t ,  i n  t h e  sense  of  v io la-  
t i o n s  o r  anything l i k e  this, because t h e r e  wasn ' t  any i n d i -  
c a t i o n  t h a t  there had been o r  were going t o  be any. I 
c o u l d n ' t  second guess t h a t .  However, I d i d  have a  in-br ie f -
i n g  with each man t h a t  r epor ted  i n ,  an o r i e n t a t i o n ,  j u s t  him 
and me s o r t  of  t h i n g ,  where I wanted t o  f i n d  o u t  what h i s  
s t r e n g t h s  were, c a p a b i l i t i e s .  He had r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
wherever he worked, and whomever he was d e a l i n g  w i t h ,  t h a t  
t h e r e  were c e r t a i n  th ings  t h a t ,  when I a t t ached  him t o  a 
b a t t a l i o n  commander, he was fol lowing what t h a t  b a t t a l i o n  
commander wanted him t o  do. So we d i d  have an o r i e n t a t i o n  
i n  t h e  combat c e n t e r  as  they  came i n  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  These 
were genera l  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  were passed on. But s p e c i f i c a l l y  
the words, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  having s a i d  t h a t .  

Q. Is it f a i r  t o  say  t h a t  t h e  primary i f  n o t  ex-
c l u s i v e  func t ion  of  t h e  informat ion  s e c t i o n  t o  t h e  var ious  
u n i t s  was t o  f i n d  and r e p o r t  favorable  informat ion  t h a t  
would meet t h e  MACV requirements f o r  r e l e a s e  t o  t h e  pub l i c?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir,  I t h i n k  s o .  

Q. And were t h e r e  any o t h e r  func t ions  wi th  r e s p e c t  
t o  t h e  f ind ing  and r e p o r t i n g  of  information t h a t  t h e  I0 
s e c t i o n s  had? 

A. YouDve l o s t  m e  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  s i r ,  because I don't--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Apart from t h e  f i n d i n g  and repor t -  
i n g  of  informat ion  t h a t  would be s u i t a b l e  f o r  r e l e a s e  t o  the 
public--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Oh, y e s ,  s i r ,  I s e e  what you mean. 
We11 we had-- 

Q. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  requirements. 
placed on them f o r  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  and r e p o r t i n g  of  informa- 
t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  because we a s s i s t e d  news correspondents.  
This was one a r e a  i n  which they  worked, t h e  f i l m  teams t h a t  
came i n ,  both the m i l i t a r y  f i l m  teams, t h e  DASSO teams, 
Department of t h e  Army S p e c i a l  S i g n a l  Of f i ce  Teams came i n  
and t h e r e  were s i x  army teams, two Marine teams and t h r e e  
A i r  Force teams i n  t h e  country.  They d i d  come over  and 
shoot  about 3 minute r e e l s  that they would provide t o  

32 APP T-165 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

the  news s e r v i c e s .  Its done u p s t a i r s  i n  the bu i ld ing .  I 
almost always had one of those teams i n  my a r e a ,  most of 
the  time. The only t h i n g  we weren ' t  a b l e  t o  h e l p  them o u t  
with was t o  l e t  them be on s i t e  when t h e r e  was a bombing 
r a i d  i n  progress  because we c o u l d n ' t  s ecure  the  ground 
f a r t h e r .  That was t h e  only th ing  t h a t  they asked me t o  
do t h a t  I could n o t  do. But we helped t h e  f i l m  teams, we 
helped t h e  CBS, NBC, ABC teams t h a t  came. We had i n d i v i -
dual  correspondents t h a t  l i v e d  with u s ,  p r a c t i c a l l y .  We 
r an  shotgun f o r  them and s o  f o r t h .  So more than j u s t  a 
c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h e r e  was an e s c o r t  f a c t o r ,  g e t  them t o  t h e  
r i g h t  p laces  a t  t h e  r i g h t  t ime,  a r ranging  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  
That 's e s s e n t i a l l y  it. 

I 0  : I have here  Exhibi t  D - 1  which is MACV Direc t ive  
20-4 e n t i t l e d  " Inspect ion  and I n v e s t i g a t i o n  of War Crimes." 
Colonel D I O N N E  I ' d  ask you t o  look a t  paragraph 2 and I ' d  
ask you t o  look a t  paragraph 5a.  Were you f a m i l i a r  wi th  
the  contents  of t h i s  document s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e s e  two 
paragraphs ? 

A. I n  a genera l  way, y e s ,  s i r .  But n o t  t h i s  docu-
ment, s i r .  

Q. I a l s o  have h e r e  the  implementing d i r e c t i v e  from 
I11 MAF which has been en te red  i n t o  the  record  a s  Exhib i t  M - 8 .  
I ' d  ask i f  you a r e  f a m i l i a r  with t h i s  document, s p e c i f i c a l l y  
paragraphs 3 and 4 ?  Would your i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of these  two 
paragraphs and t h e  two paragraphs which I c i t e d  i n  MACV 20-4, 
would you i n t e r p r e t  them t o  mean t h a t  P I 0  personnel  inc lud ing  
photographic personnel w i l l  be excluded f r o m  r epor t ing?  

A. No, s i r .  I do n o t  i n t e r p r e t  t h a t  a s  any exclus ion  
whatever of anyone. 

Q I t  says  " a l l  m i l i t a r y  pe r sonne ln ,  and i n  t h e  
MACV document, i n  5a  on the  second page it says  t h a t  c e r t a i n  
people inc lud ing  photographic people who are i n  unique posi-
t i o n s  a r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  poin ted  o u t  as  people t h a t  should re-
por t  these?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  

a .  So i n  your judgment t h i s  more than  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  
poin t  t h a t  n o t  only a l l  personnel ,  b u t  t h e s e  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  

,, 
who a r e  i n  these  unique p laces  must r e p o r t .  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

APP T-165 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


10: Colonel D I O N N E ,  you've been q u i t e  h e l p f u l  t o  us 
t h i s  morning. I would l i k e  t o  say t h a t  i f  what we have s a i d  
h e r e  r e f reshes  your  memory i n  any s e n s e ,  and I ' m  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
concerned about any informat ion  t h a t  may have been a v a i l a b l e  
i n  t h a t  headquar ters  concerning anything which t r a n s p i r e d  a t  
My Lai o r  Son Tinh--Son My Vi l lage  on t h e  16th  o r  sometime 
i n  March. I f  any of t h a t  comes t o  mind, I ' d  very much l i k e  
t o  have t h a t  in fo rmat ion ,  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of a l l  concerned. 
Addi t iona l ly ,  i f  you have m a t e r i a l s ,  be they photographic,  
memoranda, l e t t e r s ,  a e r i a l  photographs, map, o r  o therwise ,  
which you f e e l  would be of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us i n  t h i s  inves- 
t i g a t i o n  I ' d  l i k e  very much t o  have those.  P a r t i c u l a r l y  
I ' d  l i k e  t o  g e t  t h e  p i c t u r e s  of t h e  s l i d e s .  We w i l l  r e t u r n  
them immediately t o  you when we a r e  f i n i s h e d  with them. 

WIT : This i d e n t i f i e s  people. We were a t  t h e  LZ,  I 
guess i t ' s  LZ D o t t i e ,  where Task Force Barker ' s  headquar ters  
was. 

10: I f  you can, maybe you have i t  wi th  your  photo- 
graphic  record ,  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  d a t e  t h a t  t h e  p i c t u r e  was 
taken. You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had j u s t  been promoted, t h a t  
i t  was i n  about t h a t  per iod .  It would be h e l p f u l  t o  us t o  
know t h e  d a t e  t h a t  t h a t  p i c t u r e  was taken,  even i f  i t ' s  an 
approximation. I f  y o u ' l l  inc lude  t h a t  informat ion  w i t h  t h e  
photo o r  t h e  s l ide when you send i t  down t o  us .  

WIT: ~ l l  Is t h e r e  an address i n  p a r t i c u l a r  Ir i g h t .  
should use? . 

RCDR: I ' l l  t a k e  c a r e  of  t h a t .  

10: We' l l  g i v e  you a t  t h i s  t ime,  Colonel DIONNE, an 
oppor tuni ty  t o  ask any ques t ions  which you may d e s i r e  o r  
i f  you would l i k e  t o  t o  make a s ta tement  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  the  
record.  

WIT: No, sir, I d o n ' t  have anything. 

10: This  h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  time. 

(The hea r ing  recessed a t  1132 hours ,  16 January 
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: DUKES,,Clarence 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 3  January 1 9 7 0  

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNNENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: F i r s t  L i e u t e n a n t ,  Order 
o f  B a t t l e  O f f i c e r ,  America1 Div i s ion .  

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. . 

a .  The d ~ l t i e s  o f  t h e  w i t n e s s .  '.-
The w i t n e s s  was t h e  o r d e r  of  b a t t l e  o f f i c e r  f o r  

t h e  America1 ~ i v i s i o n  f o r  e i g h t  months p reced ing  t h e  
i n c i d c n t  and t h r e e  months a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pgs .  2 ,  3 ) .  
He w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  enemy o r d e r  of  b a t t l e  which 
meant keeping t r a c k  o f  t h e  performance o f  t h e  enemy (pg.  4 )  . 

. b .  H i s  knowledse o f  t h e  48th Local  Force  B a t t a l i o n .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  48th Local  Force 
B a t t a l i o n  w a s  t h e  most o rgan ized  enerny u n i t  i n  Quang Ngai 
Province,  f a r  ab0u.t t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  38th .  The command-er 
was capable  and had 'been a t r a i n i n g  o f f i c e r  p r i o r  t o  t a k i n g  
ove r  t h e .  b a t t a l i o n .  The men were w e l l  o rgan ized  and k e p t  
on t h e  move. They had l i m i t e d  arms, s m a l l  mor t a r s  (pg. 5 )  . 
Be s t a t e d  t h a t  du r ing  t h e  -T e t  o f f e n s i v e  they  t r i e d  t o  c a p t u r e  
t h e  t r a i n i n g  a r e a  n o r t h e a s t  o f  Quang Ngai and t h a t  two 
companies were decimated (pg.  5 )  . A f t e r  t h e  T e t  - o f f e n s i v e  
he c a r r i e d  them as be ing  n o r t h e a s t  o f  t h e  Quang Ngai C i t y  
a r e a ,  back i n  t h e  mowta inous  r eg ion  (pg.  1 3 ) . H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h i s  cou ld  have d i f f e r e d  from Task Force  B a r k e r ' s  
i n fo rma t ion  which l o c a t e d  t h e  48th i n  t h e  P i n k \ - i l l e  a r e a  
becau.se he had r e g u l a t i o n s  r e q u i r i n g  confirmed c c n t a c t  
b e f o r e  t hey  could  be  p l aced  i n  an a r e a .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  t h e  S2 of  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade and Captain  KOTOUC 
of  Task Force  Barker  normally was s u f f i c i e n t  (pg.  1 3 ) .  H e  
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f e l t  t h a t  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n  on 
16 March 1968 w a s  125 (pgs .  8 ,  1 4 ) .  Th i s  d i d  n o t  c o r r e k a t e  
wi th  E x h i b i t  M-63, t h e  Order o f  B a t t l e  Summary, d a t e d  
1 3  June 1968, which had t h e  b a t t a l i o n  reduced t o  80 men 
(pg.  1 4 ) .  

2 .  HIS KNOWLEDGE OF ACTIVITIES ON 16 MARCH. 

a .  The w i t n e s s  though t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was t h e  r e s u l t  
o f  a p i n c e r  movement which occur red  two weeks p rev ious  
t o  16 March. I n  t h a t  movement two u n i t s  r a n  a c r o s s  f o u r  
o r  f i v e  l o c a l  u n i t s ,  k i l l i n g  70 t o  80 and c a p t u r i n g  16 
p r i s o n e r s  (pg .  5 )  . From p r i s o n e r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  , they  l e a r n e d  
t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  people  had managed t o  s l i p  away. This,,he 
f e l t , w a s  t h e  reason  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was o r g a n i z e d ,  t o  see i f  
they  cou ld  c o n t a c t  t h e  o t h e r  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg.  5 ) .  

b .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  it was normal f o r  VC 
s o l d i e r s  t o  move o u t  b e f o r e  dawn i f  they  w e r e  i n  a  popu la ted  
a r e a .  He f e l t  t h a t  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  went ,  
t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  would remain i n  town whi le  t h e  males 
moved o u t  t o  t h e i r  d a i l y  work (pg. 6 ) .  

c. The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  a weapons count  o f  t h r e e  and 
a body count  f o r  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  of 128 (pg.  7 ) .  This  
coupled w i t h  an e a r l i e r  body count  o f  79 l e f t  him w i t h  
a t o t a l  body count  o f  217 and on ly  t h r e e  weapons (pgs .  6 ,  7 ) .  
He s t a t e d  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  anybody ask ing  f o r  an e x p l a n a t i o n  
of  t h i s  r a t i o  b u t  t h a t  he h imsel f  had brought  it up a s  he 
b r i e f e d  t h e  G2 (pg. 7 ) .  H e  a l s o  f e l t  t h a t  it was n o t  
i l l o g i c a l  because t h e  VC would t a k e  t h e  weapon away when they  
cou ld  n o t  d r a g  t h e  body from t h e  scene  (pg. 7 ) .  H e  ques t ioned  
L ieu tenan t  George THOMAS, t h e  OB f o r  t h e  11 th  Br igade ,  and 
was t o l d  t h a t  only  t h r e e  weapons were c a p t u r e d  o r  found 
(pgs 7, 8) 

d.  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a n y ,  
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  b e i n g  r e p o r t e d  from t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 8 ) .  
He a l s o  never  hea rd  o f  a p i l o t  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  unnecessary 
k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s  (pg.  9 ) .  H e  never  h e a r d  o f  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  
between t h e  ground t r o o p s  and a v i a t i o n  pe r sonne l  (pg. 9 ) .  

e .  H e  b r i e f e d  t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  f o u r  o r  f i v e  
t imes  (pg. 9 )  . H e  would s k e t c h  t h e  e n t i r e  AC,.going over  t h e  
f o r c e s  t h a t  were i n  t h e  a r e a  and t h e  type  of  weapons be ing  
used. H e  d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  o p e r a t i o n s .  H e  would d i s c u s s  pre-
vious  o p e r a t i o n s  and t h e  r e s u l t i n g  K I A  (pg. 9). The w i t n e s s  
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a b r i e f i n g  i n  which t h e  u n i t  commander had t o  

(DUKES) 2 SUM APP T-218 

FOR OFFICIAL .USE ONLY I 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


g e t  up and t e l l  t h e  men t o  keep q u i e t  (pg. 10)  . The w i t n e s s  
was n o t  t h e  on ly  person t o  b r i e f  t h e  123d, f o r  a L i e u t e n a n t  
COX went one t i m e  and L ieu tenan t  ABRAMOVICH o r  L i e u t e n a n t  
THOMAS p o s s i b l y  went down, b u t  he cou ld  n o t  r e c a l l  (pg. 15)  . 
He s t a t e d  he never  hea rd  o f  " c i v i l  de fendan t s"  b e i n g  re-
f e r r e d  t o  i n  a b r i e f i n g  and they  would n o t  normally be  
c a r r i e d  i n  a body count  o r  i n  t h e  INTSUM (pg. 1 5 ) .  

f .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  know t h e  d i v i s i o n  p o l i c y  w i t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  burn ing  hoo tches ,  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  i f  a t u n n e l  o r  
bunker complex was i n  a v i l l a g e  sometimes t h e  hootches  would 
be des t royed  a long  w i t h  them (pg . l o )  . 

g. The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  d i s c u s s i n g  w i t h  Colonel  
TREXLER any a c t i v i t y  concerning t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  a r e a  (pgs. 1 0 ,  
11). H e  d i d  r e c a l l  a G2 meeting i n  which it was mentioned 
a s  he b ~ i e f e d  on t h e  amount o f  people  k i l l e d  and t h e  number 
of  weapons c a p t u r e d  (pg. 11). H e  never  a t t e n d e d  a  b r i e f i n g  
nor  d i d  h e  r e c a l l  a d i s c u s s i o n  by Colonels  BALMER, PARSON, 
o r  ANISTRANSKI on t h i s  m a t t e r  (pg. 11). 

h .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  recall  s e e i n g  a r e p o r t  from 
t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg. 15) . H e  a l s o  d i d  n o t  see E x h i b i t  M-30, Capta in  
R O D R I G U E Z ' S  s t a t e m e n t  (pgs .  16 ,  17)  . E x h i b i t  M-35, a  
Vie t  Cong propaganda l e a f l e t ,  was n o t  r e c a l l e d  by t h e  
wi tness  (pg. 1 7 ) .  

2 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

P r i o r  t o  h i s  appearance b e f o r e  t h e  board ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  
was c o n t a c t e d  by M r .  Frank FROSCH, who had been t h e  a d v i s o r  
i n  Quang Ngai (pg.  3 )  . The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  he  t o l d  FROSCH 
t h a t  he was n o t  convinced t h a t  they  held been i n  a f i g h t  w i t h  
an o rgan ized  enemy (pg. 4 ) .  FROSCH s t a t e d  t h a t  he had hea rd  
no o r d e r s  r e g a r d i n g  s h o o t i n g  o r  n o t  s h o o t i n g  people  i n  t h e  
v i l l age , : a s  he  monitored t h e  command n e t  from Quang Ngai 
(pg. 1 2 ) .  
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DESCRIPTION 

S t a t e m e n t  o f  RODRIGUEZ 

VC propaganda l e a f  l e t  
Order  o f  B a t t l e  Summary, 
1 3  June  1968 
HENDERSON ' s Repor t  
and i n c l o s u r e s  

W a l l  Map 

II 

NOTSS 

Had n o t  s e e n .  
W i t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
s e e i n g  it. 
Discussed  w i t h  t h e  
w i t n e s s .  
Witness  had n o t  
s e e n  b e f o r e .  
Used t o  o r i e n t  
t h e  w i t n e s s .  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1714 hours ,  23 January 
1970.) 

I0: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons a r e  present :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, COL FRANKLIN and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  next  wi tness  i s  M r .  Clarence DUKES. 

(MR DUKES w a s  c a l l e d  as a wi tness ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fol lows:)  

RCDR : M r .  DUKES, f o r  t h e  r ecord ,  w i l l  you p lease  
s tate your f u l l  name, occupation and res idence?  

A. Clarence Edward DUKES, T e x t i l e  Manager, Apt # 12, 
201 North Lewis S t r e e t ,  La Grange, Georgia. 

RCDR: Thank you. 

I0: M r .  DUKES, have you had an oppor tuni ty  t o  read 
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. D o  you understand them o r  have any ques t ions  
concerning them? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q. On my l e f t  i s  M r .  Robert MACCRATE. M r .  MACCRATE 
i s  a c i v i l i a n  lawyer and he has volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  
through t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army t o  assis t  m e  and t h e  
o the r  members of t h i s  inqu i ry  and t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and 
also t o  provide l e g a l  counsel.  On my r i g h t  are t w o  Army 
co lone l s ,  Colonel FRANKLIN and Colonel ARMSTRONG. They've 
been designated by t h e  Of f i ce  of the  Chief of  S t a f f  of t h e  
United S t a t e s  Army as a s s i s t a n t s  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
A l l  t h e s e  gentlemen may address  ques t ions  t o  you t h i s  a f t e r -  
noon. W e  have o t h e r  groups such a s  t h i s  t h a t  a r e  l ikewise  
tak ing  testimony from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I t  w i l l  be my re-
s p o n s i b i l i t y  however t o  p u l l  toge the r  t h e  r e p o r t ,  t o  weigh 
t h e  evidence,  and determine t h e  f ind ings  and recommendations. 
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For your informat ion  we a r e  d i r e c t i n g  a l l  m i l i t a r y  personnel 
t h a t  they n o t  d i s c l o s e  o r  d i s c u s s  t h e i r  testimony i n  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s .  I n  your capaci ty  a s  a c i v i l i a n  
we can not  s o  d i r e c t ,  b u t  I would reques t  t h a t  you no t  d i s -
cuss your tes t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s  par-
t i c u l a r l y  those  who may appear before  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  
wi tnesses ,  except  as you may be requested o r  requi red  t o  
before  competent a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g a l  l e g i s l a -
t i v e  bodies .  I mention l e g i s l a t i v e  because t h e r e  i s  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  you might be c a l l e d  t o  appear be fo re  one 
of t h e s e  Congressional committees. I n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  one 
t h a t  I would suspec t  t o  be most l i k e l y  would be t h e  i n v e s t i -
g a t i v e  subcommittee of t h e  House Armed Services  Committee. 
I n  t h e  event t h a t  d i d  come about ,  your testimony he re  o r  
appearance he re  w i l l  i n  no way preclude you from t e s t i f y i n g  
before  t h a t  body. I do n o t  b e l i e v e  you've been c i t e d  o r  
cautioned i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  cour t -mar t ia l  case of t h e  United 
S t a t e s  v. Cal ley? 

A. No, sir. 

Q I would say t o  you t h a t  i n  t h e  event  you a r e ,  
and a t  t h e  moment I s e e  no reason why you should be ,  your .' 
testimony he re  w i l l  i n  no way change e i t h e r  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l -
i t y  o r  t h e  e f f e c t  of such o rde r s  from t h a t  judge o r  any o f  
t h e  o t h e r  judges having t o  do with any of t h e  genera l  cour ts -
m a r t i a l  cases  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  what is  now commonly r e f e r r e d  
t o  a s  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t .  Do you have any ques t ions  
a t  t h i s  time? 

A .  NO, sir. 

Q Fine.  M r .  DUKES w i l l  you t e l l  us what your duty
assignment was i n  March of 19681 

A .  Order o f  b a t t l e  o f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  America1 Divi-
s i o n ,  sir.  

2 
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Q- Y e s ,  and how long had you been i n  t h a t  capac i ty?  

A. Almost 8 months. 

Q- And how long a f t e r  March d i d  you remain i n  t h a t  
capac i ty?  

A. Approximately 3 months. 

Q- What was your grade then? 

A. F i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t .  

0. M r .  DUKES s i n c e  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  of 16 
March 1968 became a mat te r  of p u b l i c  knowledge, t h a t  i s  by 
r ad io ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  newsprint ,  and so on,  a t  about September 
or October of l a s t  y e a r ,  1969, 4 o r  5 months ago, have you 
had any conver sa t ions  wi th  anybody connected wi th  t h e  Arner-
i c a l  Div is ion  concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  o r  concerning t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i v e  process  o r  t h e  review of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o r  r e p o r t s ?  

A. Th i s  i s  concerned wi th  Major APICI, I b e l i e v e  
he i s ,  s i r ?  

Q. Y e s ,  of  t h i s  o f f i c e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q But you've had no d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r  i n d i -
v idua l s?  

A. . M r .  Frank FROSCH, who was t h e n  a s  adv i so r  i n  
Quang Ngai, c a l l e d  m e  by phone one n i g h t ,  he j u s t  asked me 
some ques t ions .  H e  was t h e  boy I went through s e r v i c e  
with.  

Q. Yes? 

A. H e  was an adv i so r  a t  Quang Ngai. 
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Q - Yes, h e  was t h e  G 2  adv i so r ,  Quang Ngai Province. 
And what d id  he ask  you and what d id  you t e l l  him? 

A. H e  was asking me who I thought was involved i n  
t h e  f i g h t ,  i f  I remember who was involved wi th  it. To my 
knowledge I s t i l l  was no t  convinced and t h i s  i s  what I t o l d  
him, of who was involved i n  t h e  f i g h t ,  who we were involved 
wi th  when t h e  a c t i o n  took p lace .  I t  went around t h a t  con-
v e r s a t i o n ,  what l e d  up t o  t h e  f i g h t  t h a t  had been going on 
s i n c e  T e t  and then  when t h e  f i g h t  came about.  4 

Q. Who d i d  you t k l l  him was i n  t h e  f i g h t ?  

A .  I t o l d  him t h a t  I never was convinced t h a t  w e  were 
i n  a f i g h t  wi th  an enemy, an organized enemy. 

Q. You never  were convinced t h a t  you were i n  a f i g h t ?  

A .  Not wi th  an army, organized u n i t ,  no, sir.  Local 
fo rce ,  poss'ibly . 
9 Did you t e l l  him which American u n i t s  w e r e  involved? 

No, sir.  

Q. Did you know which American u n i t s  w e r e  involved? 

A.  Task Force Barker, s ir .  

Q. Do you know what u n i t s  comprise Task Force Barker? 

A.  4/3 w a s  p a r t  of it I b e l i e v e ,  and I t h i n k  1/20. 

Q. Y e s .  Would you desc r ibe  what your d u t i e s  were a s  
t h e  o rde r  of b a t t l e  o f f i c e r  of t h e  br igade? 

A. I was respons ib le  f o r  enemy orde r  of b a t t l e .  

Q. Y e s .  

A .  Keeping t r a c k  of what t h e  enemy d i d  and th ings  l i k e  
t h a t .  

Q. Y e s .  Well you'd have had a p r e t t y  good knowledge 
and apprec ia t ion  f o r  t h e  48th Local Force B a t t a l i o n  i n  t h e  
a rea?  
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A. Yes, sir.  

Q *  Would you t e l l  us  what you knew about t h e  48th i n  
b r i e f ?  

A. The 48th Local Force B a t t a l i o n  I held  t o  be t h e  
most organized enemy u n i t  i n  Quang Ngai Province on a l o c a l  
force  l e v e l ,  f a r  above t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  38 th )  83d a s  t h e  
name was changed t o  while  I w a s  t h e r e .  The 48th had a v e e  
capable commander. He had been a t r a i n i n g  o f f i c e r  be fo re  he 
took over command of t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  H i s  men were well-or- 
ganized and t h e  48th moved and kep t  on moving. Normally 
when they w e r e  i n  an engagement they came o u t  on t h e  good 
s ide .  A r m s  were l i m i t e d ,  small  mortars .  

9. Did you r e c a l l  what happened t o  them during Tet? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  They took p a r t  i n  t r y i n g  t o  cap tu re  t h e  . 

t r a i n i n g  a r e a  n o r t h e a s t  of Quang Ngai. 

Q. Y e s .  

A. And they were m e t  and i n  my opin ion ,  g o t  s laughtered  
A t  l e a s t  two companies of them were j u s t  decimated. 

Q- Now t h a t  i s n ' t  too  f a r  from what w e  heard i n  Quang 
Ngai n o t  t o o  long ago. They d i d  i n  f a c t  overrun t h e  t r a i n i n g  
cen te r ,  and then  t h e  ARVN f o r c e s ,  a s  I would understand i t ,  
counterat tacked and k i l l e d  something i n  excess  of a 100. Do 
you r e c a l l  t h e  opera t ion  of Task Force Barker i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  
on t h e  16th? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. To my th inking  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i t s e l f  
was t h e  r e s u l t  of something t h a t  happened about  2  weeks 
previous t o  t h a t .  Severa l  l o c a l  f o r c e  companies o r  u n i t s  g o t  
caught i n  a p ince r  movement s o r t  by a c c i d e n t ,  I th ink .  We 
had two u n i t s ,  one was moving nor th  and one south  and ran  
across  about four  o r  f i v e  l o c a l  u n i t s .  There were about 
70-80 k i l l e d  and around 16 p r i s o n e r s  I b e l i e v e .  About f o u r  
o r  f i v e  l o c a l  f o r c e  u n i t s  were i d e n t i f i e d .  The majo r i ty  of 
them, from p r i s o n e r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  I b e l i e v e ,  seemed t o  have 
s l ipped  away, ou t  of it, I thought t h a t ' s  why t h i s  opera t ion  
was organized,  t o  go back i n  t h a t  a r e a  t o  see i f  they could 
con tac t  some of t h e  o t h e r  fo rces  i n  t h e r e  or t o  p ick  up t h e  
remainder of t h e s e  u n i t s .  
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Q. Y e s .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask you one q u e s t i o n  about  c i v i l -
i a n s  i n  n o t  on ly  t h i s  a r e a  (Exh ib i t  MAP-l) , b u t  any hamlet  o r  
any v i l l a g e ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  one w e l l  away from Highway 1. 
Would it be l o g i c a l  t o  assume t h a t  by 0700 hours  i n  t h e  morn-
i n g  t h a t  a l l  people  would have been c l e a r e d  o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
and gone t o  market? Perhaps some of them would b e  working i n  
t h e  f i e l d s  b u t  t h e  v i l l a g e  would be completely empty? 

A. Not always,  no. I would s a y  t h a t  normally by 
s u n r i s e  i f  t h e r e  were VC s o l d i e r s  i n . a  populated a r e a  they 'd  
be  moved o u t  b e f o r e  dawn. 

Q. Y e s .  

A. Normally they  would do t h a t .  

Q. What about  t h e  c i v i l i a n  popula t ion?  

A. I wouldn ' t  d e f i n i t e l y  know, sir. 

Q. But you 'do remember? 

A. Your women and c h i l d r e n  would b e  around town. 
Most of your male popu la t ion  would have moved o u t  t o  t h e i r  
d a i l y  work. 

Q. Do you remember t h e  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  n i g h t  o f  
t h e  1 6 t h  when t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  came i n ?  Did you-
have a hand i n  p lanning  t h e  even ing-b r i e f ings?  

A .  No, sir. This  w a s  planned by G 3 .  

Q Y e s .  But you would have been i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e s e  
r e s u l t s  I ' m  s u r e ,  because be ing  t h e  o r d e r  of b a t t l e ,  a r e s u l t  
of t h i s  magitude would change your e v a l u a t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  cap-
a b i l i t i e s  of such u n i t s .  Based upon t h i s  do you remember t h e  
f i g u r e s  t h a t  came i n ?  

A. The second week ope ra t ion  and t h e  f i r s t  opera-
t i o n  t h a t  they  had where they  r a n  i n t o  t h e s e  o t h e r  u n i t s  I 
t h i n k  t h e r e  w e r e  79 o r  80 t h a t  t o t a l  count came t o .  

Q Y e s .  

A. It w a s  about  120. 
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Q. Y e s .  

A. The t o t a l  body count.  

Q- Do you remember t h e  weapons count? 

A. Three. 

Q- Three. Was t h e r e  much d i s c u s s i o n  on t h i s ?  

A. For m e ,  t h a t  l e f t  m e  d u l l .  I mean it j u s t  l e f t  
me f l a t  t h a t  we had 128 body count and only 3 weapons cap- 

tured .  


Q. Y e s .  Did anybody ever  ask f o r  an explanat ion  on 
128 k i l l e d  and only  3 weapons; anybody ever  ask about t h a t ?  

A. No, sir. I remember I brought t h a t  p o i n t  up a t  
one b r i e f i n g  when I b r i e f e d  t h e  G2. 

Q- Y e s .  

A. But it wasn ' t  i l l o g i c a l .  The VC were known t o  
r a t h e r  t a k e  a weapon away than  drag  a s o l d i e r  away because 
the weapon was more important ,  even though they  d i d  go t o  
considerable  expense t o  drag  bodies  away from t h e  scenes.  
They would g e t  a weapon i f  it were l y i n g  t h e r e .  They would 
t r y  t o  r ecap tu re  t h a t .  

Q. But t h a t  was a long way from a normal r a t i o ?  

A. Right.  

Q- Roughly 1 t o  43? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

9- I would assume t h a t  somebody would ques t ion  
people about what happened t o  t h e  weapons? Do you remember 
t h i s  happening a t  a l l ?  

A .  I n  going over t h e  r e s u l t s ,  I was coord ina t ing  
wi th  a Lieutenant  George THOMAS who was t h e  OB f o r  t h e  11th 
Brigade. And I brought up t h i s  ques t ion  about t h i s  body 
count and t h e  weapons. 
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Q. What d i d  he say? 

A. H e  s a i d  t h a t  was t h e  r e s u l t s ,  s a i d  t h a t  w a s  a l l  
t h a t  was captured o r  found, j u s t  t h r e e ,  t h a t  what they  could 
p i n  down was t h r e e ,  

Q Y e s .  What d i d  you es t ima te  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of t h a t  
48th Local Force B a t t a l i o n  w a s  a t  t h a t  time? * 

A .  Around 125 I t h i n k  it was w e  had it down f o r .  

Q. Y e s .  Frankly I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  you were c a r r y i n g
it a t  125. Most people were c a r r y i n g  i t  somewhere between 
200 and 250, b u t  even i f  you w e r e  c a r r y i n g  it a t  t h e  maxi-
mum 250, i f  we k i l l  128 of them t h a t ' s  n o t  going t o  leave  
many people t o  c a r r y  away weapons, is  i t ?  

Q. Of course ,  we know t h a t  they have b u r i a l  p a r t i e s
and they have c i v i l i a n s  t o  p ick  up weapons. But even s o  it 
does seem a l i t t l e  preposterous t h a t  you wouldn ' t  g e t  more 
weapons than t h r e e .  

A.  And the l ack  of documentation too. From my a s p e c t s ,  
an o rde r  of b a t t l e  o f f i c e r ,  a p r i soner  sometimes over  t h e r e  
i s n ' t  a s  important  a s  a good document t o  i d e n t i f y  them. A 
l o c a l  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  was i d e n t i f i e d  a s  being a company of t h e  
48th was i d e n t i f i e d  i n  one of t h e  b a t t l e s ,  e i t h e r  t h e  one 
where 79 o r  80 w e r e  k i l l e d  o r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
remember t h a t  it w a s  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  i n  which it w a s  i den t i f i e ' d .  

Q. The remaining s t a t i s t i c s  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  I 
could show you by opening t h e  logs  of t h e  America1 Divis ion  
b u t  it ind ica ted  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  128 VC K I A ,  t h e r e  were 2 
U .S. K I A ,  t h e r e  were 11 U .S . WIA, and t h e r e  w a s  3 weapons 
captured.  Those b a s i c a l l y  a r e  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s .  Do you re-
c a l l  any c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  ever  being repor ted  from t h i s  
operat ion? I wish you'd th ink  about t h a t  f o r  j u s t  a minute 
now. 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any of them? 

A. No, s ir .  

8 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-215 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


0. A l l  r i g h t .  When you were i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  and 
G2 which g e n e r a l l y  has  i t s  e a r s  t o  t h e  grcllnd about 

'every t h i n g  t h a t ' s  going on, and p a r t i c u l a r l y  you j u n i o r  
o f f i c e r s  i n  many cases  you know more what is  going on than  
many of t h e  s e n i o r  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  because of your acquain- 
tances  around. Did you ever  hea r  of  one of t h e  p i l o t s  re-
~ o r t i n gwhat he  would cons ider  t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  o f  
c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. NO, sir.  

Q. Did you hea r  of a c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  perhaps,  be-
tween some of t h e  ground t roops  and some o f  t h e  a v i a t i o n  

elements? 


A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you ever  b r i e f  t h e  people  over  i n  t h e  a v i a t i o n  
b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. What d i d  you b r i e f  them on? 

A. On t h e  gene ra l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  our  e n t i r e  AO. I 
conducted about  four  o r  f i v e  b r i e f i n g s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  f o r  t h e  
a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n  of  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  s k e t c h i n g  our  e n t i r e  
AO, going over  t h e  f o r c e s  t h a t  w e r e  i n  t h e  a r e a  and t h e  type  
of weapons they had poss ib ly .  

Q. Did you a l s o  d i s c u s s  o p e r a t i o n s  or was t h e r e  some-
body else t h a t  d i d  t h i s ?  

A. No, sir. I d i d n ' t  d i s c u s s  o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q. Do you remember eve r  b r i e f i n g  t h e  123d viat ti on 
B a t t a l i o n ,  perhaps t h e  e n t i r e  b a t t a l i o n ,  o r  perhaps j u s t  t h e  
aero-scout company and t e l l i n g  them about how many VC w e r e  
k i l l e d  i n  t h e  Task Force Barker AO? 

A. I went over  t h i s .  When I b r i e f e d  on t h e  d i f -  
f e r e n t  a s p e c t s  of t h e  a r e a ,  I would go i n t o  what. had hap- 
pened i n  previous  ope ra t ions  and t h e  K I A , t h a t  would r e s u l t .  
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Q. Do you r e c a l l  on one occasion,  i n  perhaps A p r i l ,  
when you were b r i e f i n g  t h e r e  t h a t  you came o u t  wi th  t h e s e  
f i g u r e s  of 128 k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  opera t ion  and g e t t i n g  guffaws 
and laughs ou t  of t h e  a v i a t i o n  personnel  saying "Yeah, 128, 
most of them w e r e  women and c h i l d r e n , "  o r  something of  t h i s  
na tu re ,  t o  where t h e  u n i t  commander had t o  g e t  up and t e l l  
them t o  keep q u i e t ?  I want you t o  t h i n k  about t h a t  f o r  a 
minute. 

" A. I d o n ' t  remember any of those  words o r  someone 
doing t h a t .  We normally have t h e s e  b r i e f i n g s  a t  mess t i m e  
which was a r e l axed  per iod .  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  words 
you mentioned. 

Q Do you remember t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ?  

A. No. 

Q W e  know it took p lace .  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q We're j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  toge the r  a l l .  of t h e  
people and t h e  p l a c e s  and th ings .  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  d e f i n i t e l y  say ,  s ir ,  t h a t  they  s a i d  
t h a t ,  and he had t o  g e t  up and s t o p  them. 

Q. Do you know what t h e  p o l i c y  of t h e  d iv is ion  w a s  
with r e spec t  t o  burning houses, hootches? 

A. No, sir. I know when we went i n t o  v i l l a g e s  which 
were known t o  be VC s t rongholds  t h e r e  would be a tunnel  o r  
bunker complex. I n  o rde r  t o  des t roy  t h i s  t h e  hootches would 
be destroyed along wi th  them. 

Q. Y e s .  

A. But j u s t  s e t t i n g  f i r e  t o  v i l l a g e s .  I d o n ' t  know 
t h e  po l i cy  w e  had on t h a t ,  

Q Do you ever  r e c a l l  d i scuss ing  t h i s  opera t ion  wi th  
your s e n i o r  s t a f f  o f f i c e r ,  i n  your case  with Colonel TREXLER, 
about what may have happened down here  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  My La i  
( 4 )  a rea  on E x h i b i t  MAP-1) i n  t h e  middle of March 1968? 
About t h e  burning of v i l l a g e s ,  and about some o t h e r  unusual 
a c t i v i t y  t ak ing  p lace?  
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A. NO, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I r e c a l l  d i scuss ing  
it during a b r i e f i n g  i n  which t h e  body count and t h e  weapons 
r a t i o  was d i scussed ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember r e c a l l i x g  anything 
about--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  What else was s a i d ?  Who was doing
t h e  t a l k i n g  i n  t h i s ?  You s a i d  it was d iscussed .  Who was 
d iscuss ing  i t ?  

A. Well, t h i s  was our  G 2  meeting which w a s  he ld .  
Each commander j u s t  got  up and d iscussed  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  as-
pec ts  f o r  t h e  G2 t o  b r i n g  him up t o  d a t e  on t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

Q- Yes. You're t a l k i n g  about t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s t a f f  
sec t ions?  

A. Right ,  sir. When I was going over  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  
I went over  t h e  opera t ion ,  t h e  amount k i l l e d ,  t h e  number of 
weapons captured,  and who was supposed t o  be involved. I t  
was assumed a t  t h e  time t h a t  we were e i t h e r  i n  con tac t  with 
e i t h e r  C/16 o r  C/18 and elements of t h e  48th.  I t  was t h e  
assumption t h a t  i s  who they were i n  c o n t a c t  wi th .  According 
t o  o rde r  of b a t t l e  proof it was never t r u l y  i d e n t i f i e d ,  i n  
which case you have t o  have two o r  more b i t s  of evidence 
t o  prove t h a t  you a r e  i n  con tac t  wi th  a c e r t a i n  element. 

Q. Did you ever  hear  any d i s c u s s i o n  from your G3, Colo 
ne l  BALMER o r  Colonel PARSON o r  your G5 Colonel ANISTRANSKI? 

A .  No, sir.  I never w a s  i n  those  high l e v e l  b r i e f i n g s .  

MR MACCRATE: When M r .  FROSCH spoke with you, d i d  he i n d i c a t e  
information t h a t  he had a t  province headquar ters  regarding  t h i s  
operat ion? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. What d i d  he say? 

A. H e  was t a l k i n g  about t h a t  they  h e l d  t h e  48th t o  
be i n  t h i s  genera l  a r e a  wi th  an unders t rength .  A t  t h a t  
time I don ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e  America1 Divis ion h e l d  t h e  48th 
i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a rea .  I b e l i e v e  we had them more t o  t h e  
west. 
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Q . Did M r .  FROSCH say anything e l s e ?  

a .  He d i scussed  t h e  t a l k i n g  over t h e  r a d i o ,  of commands 
being given. H e  asked me d id  I know of any such commands 
being given. I t o l d  him t h a t  I had none. 

I0: What commands being given? 

A. He was speaking i n  r e fe rence ,  I t h i n k ,  t o  some s o r t  
of order  being g iven  t o  shoot  the  people i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  
n o t  t o  do it. I t o l d  him t o  my knowledge, going i n  and o u t  
of t h e  TOC a l l  day, I had heard no re fe rence  t o  t h i s .  I 
would normally go t o  t h e  TOC and s t a y  and s e e  how an opera t ion  
was progressing.  

MR MACCRATE: Did h e  i n d i c a t e  t h i s  was something he had heard 
a t  t h e  time? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Only it was something he s a i d  he  had 
heard.  He was monitoring on t h e  Quang Ngai frequency-- 
t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  was going on, and s a i d  he  could remember 
no t ransmiss ion  o r  a c t i o n  t ak ing  p lace .  

Q - He could remember-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  H e  could no t  remember any such 
o rde r s  o r  commands o r  r e q u e s t s  being given a s  he w a s  moni-
t o r i n g  a t  Quang Ngai. 

Q- What frequency would he have been on a t  Quang Ngai, 
do you know? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Would it be t h e  b a t t a l i o n  or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  H e  w a s  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  t h e  com-
mand n e t  I would imagine. 

COL FRANKLIN: Your connection was more involved wi th  t h e  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  end of t h i s .  Did you have p r e t t y  good coor-
d i n a t i o n  wi th  t h e  2d ARVN i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A. Actua l ly  no, sir. 

Q. A t  t h i s  t ime d i d  you c a r r y  t h e  48th Local Force 
B a t t a l i o n  i n  t h e  My L a i  a r e a ,  P i n k v i l l e  a rea?  
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A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  s o ,  sir.  I b e l i e v e  they  withdrew 
a f t e r  Tet  and we c a r r i e d  them n o r t h ,  j u s t  a l i t t l z  n o r t h e a s t  
of t h e  Quang Ngai Ci ty  a r e a ,  back i n  t h e  mountainous region .  

MR MACCRATE: Northeast  o r  northwest3 

I d o n ' t  have a map t o  p l o t  it on. 

10: W e l l ,  h e r e  it is  over  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g  MAP-4) . 
MR MACCRATE: Here 's  t h e  l a r g e r  map ( i n d i c a t i n g  MAP-1) , 
t o  your o t h e r  s i d e .  

10: Look over  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g  MAP-1). See t h e r e :  
you ' re  up a t  Chu Lai .  Here 's  Quang Ngai down h e r e  ( ind i -
c a t i n g )  . 
A. I w a s  th ink ing  t h a t  when they  came i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  
t h a t  w e  j u s t  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  48th was back up i n  t h i s  mountain- 
ous region  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a rea  nor th  of Quang Nagi C i ty )  i n  be- 
tween here  and over t h i s  way t h a t  they  moved. 

COL FRANKLIN: We've had information t h a t  Task Force Barker 
thought t h a t  they  had very good i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  and they had 
t h e  48th loca ted  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  and My L a i  a r e a .  Can you 
expla in  how t h i s  could be? You're t h e  o r d e r  of b a t t l e ,  and 
you c a r r y  them one p lace .  How could Task Force Barker pu t  them 
i n  another  p l a c e  wi thout  you hea r ing  something about i t ?  What 
do you t h i n k  about t h i s ?  

A .  W e  had c e r t a i n  r e g u l a t i o n s  we t r i e d  t o  follow i n  
t h e  o rde r  of b a t t l e  shop. You had t o  have confirmed c o n t a c t  
with a c e r t a i n  u n i t  before  w e  would p lace  them i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q. What was your opinion of t h e  S 2  o f  t h e  1 1 t h  ~ r i g a d e  
and Captain KOTOUC of Task Force Barker a s  f a r  a s  t h e  i n t e l l i -  
gence t h a t  they  generated,  ga thered ,  used i n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade? 

A .  Normally it w a s  s u f f i c i e n t .  

9. They w e r e  p r e t t y  good? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q You s t a t e d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  you were never convinced 
t h a t  Task Force Barker had run i n t o  an organized u n i t ?  

A .  A m i l i t a r y  u n i t ,  yes  sir. 

Q Why? 

A .  The evidence w a s  n o t  t h e r e .  The l a c k  of weapons 
count p lus  t h e  l a c k  of documentation of an organized m i l i t a r y  
u n i t  which we had previous ly  found i n  almost a l l  engagements. 

Q. I ' v e  got an order  of b a t t l e  summary h e r e  da ted  
13  June 1969, p u t  o u t  by t h e  America1 Divis ion .  They car -
r i e d  t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n  a f t e r  t h e  Quang ~ g a iC i t y  b a t t l e  t h e r e ,  
a s  being reduced t o  about 80 men. Does t h i s  j i b e  wi th  what 
you had? 

(The o r d e r  of b a t t l e  summary, da ted  13 June 1969, 
was received i n t o  evidence and marked a s  E x h i b i t  M-63.) 

A. No, sir.  I b e l i e v e  I was given t h e  f i g u r e  of 125 
somewhere i n  t h e r e .  

Q - Well, do you b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  48th had much combat 
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  i n  March of t h e  same year? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. A f t e r  t h i s  o rde r  of b a t t l e  summary they  d i d n ' t  even 
mention t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n  i n  t h i s  March b a t t l e .  Would this 
be because you d i d  n o t  have your confirmation? 

A.  T h a t ' s  t r u e .  

Q. You wouldn ' t  c a r r y  i t ?  

A. Right.  

Q. Would you expect  t h a t  i f  Task Force Barker had 
good i n t e l l i g e n c e  p inpo in t ing  a u n i t  o r  f o r c e  l i k e  t h e  48th 
Local Force B a t t a l i o n  t h a t  you would become aware of  i t ?  

A. Only i f  they  coordinated it, sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  g e t t i n g  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  from t h e  
123d Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n ,  g e t t i n g  them d a i l y ?  They would come 
t o  t h e  G2 a i r .  
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A. NO, sir.  I wasn ' t  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  G 2  a i r .  I 
mean those  r e p o r t s  would n o t  come ac ross  my desk,  no s i r .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  e v e r  s e e i n g  a p i e c e  of  paper  from 
the  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  r ega rd ing  t h i s  ope ra t ion  on 16 
arch? Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any such p i e c e  of  paper?  

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q- Who else gave t h e s e  b r i e f i n g s  t o  d i v i s i o n  u n i t s  l i k e  
t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ?  Like you gave? 

A. I t  w a s n ' t  a normal occur rence .  This  was du r ing  
my l a s t  h a l f  o f  y e a r  of  du ty .  This  was a r e q u e s t  t h a t  we 
give t h e  123d some informat ion  on t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of  t h e  
A 0  due t o  d i f f e r e n t  people  o r  new people  b e i n g  i n  t h a t  u n i t .  
They wanted us  t o  b r i n g  them up t o  d a t e  on t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  It  
wasn ' t  a normal occur rence .  I t  only  happened t h r e e  o r  f o u r  
t i m e s .  

a. Were you t h e  only  o f f i c e r  t h a t ,  du r ing  t h i s  per -
iod ,  went and b r i e f e d  t h e  123d, d i d  you say?  

A. I b e l i e v e  a L ieu tenan t  COX went once. H e  was i n  
t h e  o r d e r  o f  b a t t l e  s e c t i o n  when he f i r s t  jo ined.  This  was 
before  January o r  February. H e  went down one t i m e  and b r i e f e d  
and I don'  t r e c a l l  whether L i e u t e n t a n t  ABRAMOVICH o r  Lieuten-
and THOMAS went down o r  n o t .  

Q- But normally it was you? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q W e  have some testimony by a member of  t h e  123d 
a t t e n d i n g  one o f  t h e s e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  t h e  enemy body count  was 
given a s  120 and some " c i v i l  defendants . "  Had t h i s  e v e r  been 
done? 

A. N o ,  sir.  I never  heard  it b e i n g  done, no. 

Q- Would you e v e r  c a r r y  c i v i l  defendants  i n  a body 
count o r  use  t h a t  term? 

A. NO, sir .  Nor i n  t h e  d a i l y  INTSUM would it be t h a t  
e i t h e r .  
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Q. A l l  r i g h t .  

10: M r .  DUKES, I have two p ieces  of informat ion  which 
1'11 show independently.  One i s  an i n c l o s u r e  t o  R-1. This 
i s  a two-page document. This  has four  pages. I wish you'd 
look a t  t h e s e  t w o  pages and t e l l  me i f  you have eve r  seen  
t h i s  r e p o r t  be fo re?  

A .  I can look a t  t h i s  one r i g h t  now and say I ' v e  never 
seen  it, because of t h e  t i t l e ,  "American Devi ls"  o r  whatever 
it is .  No, sir. 

I0: I have another  document here  which i s  a s ta tement  
dated 1 4  Apr i l  1968 which has  been en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  a s  
Exh ib i t  M-30. I would ask i f  you have ever  seen  t h i s  docu- 
ment. This  is  not very l e g i b l e ,  t h e  photo. Underneath is  a 
t r u e  copy of it. 

(The wi tness  examines t h e  document. ) 

A .  Well, sir, I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I ' v e  seen  t h i s  r e p o r t .  

I t ' s  i n  s o r t  of t h e  form and language of a normal s o r t  of 

C I  agent  r e p o r t .  I mean it sounds i n  t h a t  language t h a t  we  

used t o  have. 


Q. W e l l  t h a t ' s  t r u e .  Do you remember see ing  it be-

f o r e ,  because it t a l k s  about ga the r ing  400 people together--  


A. ( In te rpos ing)  No s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember it. 

Q. I t ' s  t a l k i n g  about  Son Tinh. Do you know where 
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  i s ?  

A.  Over i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  s o r t  o f .  

Q o  
 The ch ie f  of Son My Vi l lage?  

A.  No, sir. 

Q. This  information w a s  r epor ted  t o  have been provided 
t o  d i v i s i o n  along about  t h e  middle of Apr i l .  

A .  A s ta tement ,  i f  it was i n  t h e  form of  an agent  re-
por t?  

Q. I n  that form, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about,  r i g h t  t h e r e .  
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A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  remember it. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  ever  having seen  a r e p o r t  from t h e  
d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  of Son Tinh t o  Quang Ngai Province c h i e f ?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  such informa-
t i o n  would a c t u a l l y  come through my s e c t i o n  unless  it was 
concerned wi th  some s o r t  of enemy a c t i v i t y .  

Q. Did you ever  s e e  any of t h e  VC propaganda o r  no-
t i c e s  which may have been pu t  ou t  by t h e  V i e t  Cong? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I n  captured  documents. 

Q I have he re  Exh ib i t  M-35. This is  t h e  Vietnamese 
n o t i c e  o r  ve r s ion .  You w i l l  no te  t h a t  it has been i s sued  
by t h e  Quang Ngai Nat ional  L ibe ra t ion  Fron t  Committee, dated 
28 March 1968. Do you r e c a l l  ever  having seen  a document t h a t  
looked l i k e  t h a t  Vietnamese vers ion?  

(The wi tness  examines t h e  document. ) 

A. I remember see ing  s i m i l a r  documents. I c a n ' t  re-
member see ing  t h i s  exac t  one. 

Q. You might t ake  a look a t  t h e  English and s e e  i f  
you have seen anything t h a t  g e t s  down t o  t h i s  kind of spec-
i f  i c s ?  

(The wi tness  does a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

Q- Do you ever  r e c a l l  s ee ing  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  example. I have 
seen i n s t a n c e s  of t h i s  i n  captured enemy propaganda, sir. 

Q. That would come down and provide n o t  j u s t  accusa-
t i o n s  b u t  t h e  s p e c i f i c s  on var ious  r e s u l t s  of opera t ions  and 
so on? 

A. They would j u s t  say i n  genera l  about  U.S. s o l d i e r s  
going through a c e r t a i n  v i l l a g e  and k i l l i n g  s o  many people 
and s o  f o r t h ,  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Y e s .  But anywhere nea r  t h i s  o r d e r  of magnitude? 
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A.  No s i r .  Normally t h e  complete t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h e  
document may go i n t o  t h a t  d e t a i l ,  b u t  normally t h e  people 
o u t  of Saigon would t r a n s l a t e  t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  
throughout our  u n i t .  

Q Y e s .  You d o n ' t  remember having seen  t h i s  s p e c i f i c
document though? 

A.  No, sir. 

Q. T h a t ' s  f i n e .  Did you ever  hea r  any comments or any 
rumors o r  hearsay  o r  anything e l s e  which would cause  you t o  
suspec t  t h a t  something unusual happened down t h e r e  i n  Son My 
o r  My Lai  along about  t h e  middle of March 1968? I n  t a l k i n g  
t o  t h e  o f f i c e r s  or wi th  t h e  e n l i s t e d  personnel ,  your own en-
l i s t e d  personnel? 

A .  I c a n ' t  remember any d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s i o n  of it from 
t h a t  s t andpo in t ,  j u s t  t h a t  t h e  f a c t  t h e r e  w a s  a void  of i n f o r -
mation concerning it. 

Q. There was what? 

A .  J u s t  a void of information concerning who w a s  i n  t h e  
f i g h t  wi th  u s ,  

Q Y e s .  But you d i d n ' t  hear  anything as f a r  a s  sus-
p ic ion  o r  rumors, hearsay ,  comments? 

A.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. Anything? Did you ever  hea r  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was underway of something t h a t  may of happened down t h e r e  
by somebody from t h e  America1 Divis ion? 

A .  No, sir. 

Q Did you ever  hea r  t h a t  t h e  ARVN o r  t h e  government 
of South Vietnam, province and s o  f o r t h ,  may have been looking 
f o r  something which took p l a c e  t h e r e  i n  about t h e  middle of 
March? 

A.  A t  t h a t  t ime,  no, sir. 

Q Okay. 

MR MACCRATE: Did you ever  hea r  a t  a l a t e r  t ime? 
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J u s t  wha t ' s  been i n  t h e  paper .  

Q m  
 Recently? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q* A l l  r i g h t .  

I0: We apprec ia t ed  you coming i n  t h i s  a f t e rnoon ,  M r .  
DUKES. I ' m  s u r e  from what you heard  h e r e  t h a t  you w i l l  be 
doing some more t h i n k i n g  on t h i s .  Try t o  p u t  some of those  
bits and p i e c e s  toge the r .  W e  have a g r e a t  d e a l  of  it p u t  
t o g e t h e r  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  l o t s  t h a t  we s t i l l  d o n ' t  have p u t  
t oge the r .  I t  would be very  h e l p f u l  f o r  us i f  you remember 
anything t h a t  you d i d  i n  your p r o f e s s i o n a l  work a s  t h e  o r d e r  
of b a t t l e  o f f i c e r  t h a t  had t o  do wi th  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  o r  wheth- 
er  you heard  anyth ing  t o  g e t  i n  touch wi th  us s o  t h a t  w e  
can t ake  advantage of t h a t  in format ion .  Moreover, i f  you have 
any documents, maps, photos ,  memoranda, l e t t e r s ,  o r  anything 
which bear  upon t h i s  s u b j e c t  o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  i t  we 
would l i k e  t o  have those ,  t oo .  I would give you t h i s  oppor- 
t u n i t y  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t o  ask any ques t ion  which you would l i k e  
t o  ask o r  i f  you'd l i k e  t o  make a s t a t emen t  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  
record. 

A. N o ,  s ir .  I have no q u e s t i o n s  no r  any s ta tement .  

I0: Fine ,  The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime.  

(The h e a r i n g  recessed  a t  1756  hours ,  2 3  January 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 


WITNESS: GALLOWAY, James Vance, BG 


DATE OF TESTIMONY: 13 December 1969 


PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 


COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Assistant Division 

Commander, America1 Division. 


1. IMPRESSIONS OF GENERAL GALLOWAY ON BECOMING ADC OF 

THE AMERICAL DIVISION. 


General GALLOWAY arrived at the division on the 
15th or 16th of March (pg. 3) but did not "become 
operational" until ten days later (pg. 4). He did not 
begin to "intelligently" attend the morning and evening 
command briefing sessions until about two weeks after his 
arrival (pg. 24). He was impressed with the manner in 
which the division was operating for the following 
reasons: (1)the division was being commanded in an 
outstanding manner; (2) the staff appeared to be 
functioning quite well; and (3) operations were conducted 
with minimum casualties (pg. 19). At the time of his 
arrival and for sometime thereafter, the division was in 
the process of transition from a separate brigade to a 
road division (pg. 20), and a great deal of attention was 
being paid by the staff to the reorganization effort (pg. 

2. DIVISION POLICIES. 


a. Policies relative to investigations and reports. 


A report that 20 to 30 civilians had been killed 
would be sent to I11 MAF in an after action report, but 
not as a specific report (pg. 16). If word were received, 
that a large number of noncombatants had been killed 
unnecessarily, a "Flasher" report would have been sent to 
MACV (pg. 16). Any indication that there had been any sort 
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of incident such as My Lai would have been of significant 
importance to MACV (pg. 18). A VC propaganda statement 
alleging an atrocity which pinned down an area would merit 
discussion and, at least, a preliminary investigation 
(pg. 18),' at the command level (pgs. 26, 27). 

b. Policies relative to firing into populated areas. 

Villages in VC controlled areas were not targets 
(pg. 22). There was no policy that one could, without 
question, fire on a village or individual (pg. 22). One 
could not fire into a populated center without provocation 
(pg. 22) 

3. KNOWLEDGE OF DISCUSSIONS, REPORTS, AND INVESTIGATIONS 
WHICH STEMMED FROM THE OPERATION IN MY LA1 ON 16 MARCH. 

a. Discussions at the division command level 
concerning My Lai. 

He could not recall any command discussions 
concerning the following: 

(1) The body count to weapons ratio arising 
out.of the My Lai operation (pg. 5). 

(2) The body count to U.S. casualty ratio 
arising out of the My Lai operation (pg. 5). 

(3) That an investigation of the My Lai 
operation was underway (pg. 6). 

b. Knowledge of reports. 

He was not aware of any of the following: 

(1) A report by a village chief that a large number 
of noncombatants had been killed during the My Lai operation 
(pg. 8). 

(2) THOMPSON'S report that innocent civilians 
were being indiscriminately killed or that he had a 
confrontation with ground forces (pg. 9). 
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c. Knowledge of investigations. 


He was not aware of any investigation concerning 

the My Lai incident (pgs. 14, 15), nor did he ever hear 

the results of any such investigation (pg. 10). 


Knowledge of other matters. 


He never heard any VC propaganda concerning the 

My Lai incident (pg. 9). He did not recall the psywar 

officer bringing out any information concerning it (pg. 14). 

He did not remember hearing that a warrant officer of the 

123d Aviation Battalion had been guilty of some action that 

might require an investigation (pg. 28). He never heard 

Colonel HOLLADAY complain of in,itiating an investigation of 

which nothing had come (pg. 34). It was never brought to 

his attention that men of the 123d Aviation Battalion had 

been advised not to talk about the incident (pg. 34). 


Number of investigations within the division. 


Informal investigations were going on all the 
time within the division (pg. 15). Most of these involved 
allegations concerning the areas into which artillery had 
been fired (pg. 15) . He recalled no major cases (pg. 15) . 
4. OTHER INFORMATION. 


After action report requirements. 


After action reports were normally submitted from 

battalion to brigade to the operations center (pg. 10). The 

report would list lessons learned, new positions and so on 

(pg.  10). It was not normal for an after action report to 
cover just one time period of a four or five day operation 
p g  1). The whole period from planning to conclusion 
would be included (pg. 11). Thus, the My Lai after action 
report, which covered just the period from 0730 to midflight 
on the 16th, was unusual (pg. 11). It was not abnormal for 
the report to be submitted by battalion, by-passing brigade 
(pgs. 11, 12). 


b. Evaluation of Colonel HOLLADAY. 


He felt that HOLLADAY did a "pretty fair job," 

but he had certain leadership weaknesses (pg. 30). At one 

point, there was a discipline problem in HOLLADAY's unit 

caused by enlisted allegations of an officer group dispensing 
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f a v o r i t i s m  (pg.  3 1 ) .  To r e c t i f y  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  he 
b e l i e v e d  s e v e r a l  o f f i c e r s  and NCO's shou ld  have been f i r e d  
(pg. 3 1 ) .  While HOLLADAY u l t i m a t e l y  s o l v e d  t h e  problem, itItook p r e s s u r e  t o  g e t  him t o  a c t  and he  f a i l e d  t o  r e l i e v e  
anyone (pg.  31) . H'e d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any compla in t  t h a t  
HOLLADAY o r  anyone else f a i l e d  t o  s t a n d  behind members of 
t h e  u n i t  (pg.  3 3 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION ' --NOTES PAGES 

W i t  was f a m i l i a r  
w i t h  l t *  
W i t  had been 

W i t  q u e s t i o n e d  
from 10sr 4 
W i t  c o u l d  n o t  re-
c a l l  r e a d i n q  it. 17 

A m e r i c a 1  l e t t e r ,  N o  s p e c i a l  recoll- 24, 25, 

u""- e c t i o n  o f  it. 26 
Could n o t  s p e c i f i - 1 2 ,  1 3 ,  
c a l l v  remember it. 1 4  -
W i t  c o u l d  n o t  re-

a l  s e e i n a  b e f o r e ,  9 ,  10 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0911 hours ,  13 
December 1969. ) 

I0: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG 
PEERS MR WEST MR MACCRATE I MR WALSH COL WILSON COL 
MILLER, COL FRANKLIN, and MAJ LYNN. 

The next  wi tness  is Br igadier  General James 
V. GALLOWAY. 

(BG GALLOWAY, I 

A s s i s t a n t  Commandant, The Armor School, F o r t  Knox, Kentucky) 

10: General  GALLOWAY, before  w e  proceed wi th  any 
ques t ions ,  I s h a l l  inform you of s e v e r a l  m a t t e r s .  

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
Secre tary  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  United 
S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of determining t h e  f a c t s  and 
making recommendations concerning : , 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  wi th in  t h e  
chain of command, of what is  commonly r e f e r r e d  t o ,  a t  t h e  
p resen t  t i m e ,  as t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968 and, 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of 
information by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  
and t o  f u r n i s h  information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is  no t  be ing  conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and circumstances as t o  what 
happened a t  My Lai .  It i s  d i r e c t e d  a t  those  s p e c i f i c  
purposes of which I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  

Is t h e r e  any ques t ion  t h a t  you have concerning 
t h e s e  two purposes? 

A.  NO, sir.  
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Q. I have made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have reviewed p r i o r  
o f f i c i a l  s t a t ements  obta ined  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
of the  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  Your testimony t h i s  morning w i l l  be 
taken under oath.  A verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. A 
t ape  recording  is a l s o  being made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbatim 
notes  being taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  Althobgh t h e  genera l  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l  it i s  pos-
s i b l e  t h a t  testimony o r  p a r t s  of it w i l l ,  a t  a l a t e r  d a t e ,  
become a  mat ter  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

There a r e  s e v e r a l  people i n  t h i s  room a t  t h e  
p resen t  time. On  my r i g h t  is  M r .  WEST, from t h e  Of f i ce  of t h e  
General Counsel. I have t h r e e  o t h e r  co lonels  t h a t  a r e  here :  
Colonel MILLER from JAG;  Colonel WILSON from the  Inspec to r  
General; and I have Colonel FRANKLIN from t h e  Of f i ce  of  t h e  
Deputy Chief of S t a f f  f o r  M i l i t a r y  Operat ions.  A l l  of t h e s e  
ind iv idua l s  have been designated as  a s s i s t a n t s ,  and M r .  WEST 
is  my deputy. The o t h e r  t h r e e  co lone l s  h e r e ,  and o t h e r  
o f f i c e r s  a s  w e l l ,  have been des ignated  as  a s s i s t a n t s  t o  h e l p  
me i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Under c e r t a i n  circumstances they 
have been author ized  t o  ask ques t ions  of t h e  wi tness .  I 
w i l l  be t h e  only m i l i t a r y  type asking the  ques t ions .  I f  
you have any o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h e i r  being p r e s e n t ,  I wish you 
would s o  state. 

A.  I have no ob jec t ions .  

Q. On my l e f t  is  M r .  MACCRATE and on your l e f t  is  
M r .  WALSH. They have volunteered t o  se rve  as  l e g a l  counsel 
t o  me and t o  o t h e r  members of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  team, t o  
a s s i s t  me i n  a r r i v i n g  a t  f ind ings  and recommendations. 

I want you t o  know t h a t  i n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  
however, it is me and only me t h a t  has  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
of weighing t h e  evidence and making t h e  f i n d i n g s ,  
conclusions,  and recommendations. 

You a r e  ordered a t  t h i s  time no t  t o  d i s c u s s  
your testimony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  includ-
i n g  any o t h e r  wi tness  i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  i n  t h e  
performance of o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  o r  as  you may be requ i red  
t o  do before  a competent j u d i c i a l  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. 
I n  add i t ion ,  you a r e  caut ioned t h a t  i f  you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  
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the o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  
cour t -mar t i a l  case  of t h e  u n i t e d  s t a t e s  v. your- ~ a l l e ~ ,  

appearance i n  no way changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  zKd/or 

e f f e c t  of t h a t  o rde r .  Do you have any q u e s t i o n s ,  General 

GALLOWAY, concerning what I have j u s t  s a i d ?  


A, No, I t h i n k  I understand.  

Q- Colonel MILLER, do you have any a d d i t i o n a l  l e g a l
guidance you would l i k e  t o  g ive  General GALLOWAY? 

COL MILLER: No, s ir ,  I do not .  

I 0: General  GALLOWAY, what was your  duty assignment 
on 16 March 1968? 

A. I had j u s t  a r r i v e d  a t  d i v i s i o n  on t h e  15 th  a t  
' 	noon. I was a co lone l  promotable,  and on t h e  16 th  I was 

i n i t i a t e d  i n t o  a program of s t a f f  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  b r i e f i n g s ,  
which l a s t e d  approximately 3 days.  Subsequent t o  t h a t ,  
I was g iven ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  a 7-day, a r e a - u n i t  o r i e n t a t i o n .  
I v i s i t e d  u n i t s  and was given b r i e f i n g s  a t  each u n i t .  I 
was ass igned  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commander, and because 
of my rank I w a s  t h e  suppor t  ADC. 

8. When you say suppor t ,  ~ e n e r a lGALLOWAY, what 

d i d  those  suppor t  u n i t s  inc lude?  


A. I . w a s  t h e  r a t i n g  o f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n  
commanders, t h e  suppor t  commander, t h e  engineer  commander, t h e  
s i g n a l  b a t t a l i o n  commander, and t h e  d i v i s i o n  a r t i l l e r y  
commander. .. . 

9. I t  was p a r t  of your r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ?  

A. Yes, sir.. 

8. And t h e  a v i a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Did you have any knowledge of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  
Son My a r e a  on 1 6  March 1968? 
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A. I a t t ended  t h e  ops b r i e f i n g  t h e  n i g h t  I a r r i v e d .  
I spen t  t h e  a f t e rnoon  g e t t i n g  s e t t l e d  i n  q u a r t e r s .  Although I 
do not  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember t h e  opera t ion  I am s u r e  it was a 
p a r t  of t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ,  s o  I knew t h e r e  was a Task Force Barker. 
I knew it w a s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  genera l  a r e a  t h a t  it was oper-
a t i n g  i n ,  t h e  area nor th  of Quang Ngai City.  A s  f a r  a s  be ing  
a b l e  t o  remember o r  i d e n t i f y  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  opera t ion ,  no, 

Q. Did you v i s i t  t he  opera t ion  dur ing  t h e  next  3 
days? 

A. As I r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  I d i d  not  g e t  out  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  
headquarters  f o r  approximately 3 days,  because I was being 
given s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s .  

Q. Did you check on t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of a r t i l l e r y  i n  
t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. ' No, sir,  because I d id  no t  r e a l l y  become opera-
t i o n a l  u n t i l  about  10 days a f t e r  I a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

Q. General GALLOWAY, I have here  t h e  log  of the  America1 
Divis ion f o r  16 March 1968. I t  has been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  
record a s  E x h i b i t  M-6. I show t h e  f i n a l  e n t r y ,  which i s  t h e  
midnight wrap-up f o r  t h a t  d a t e ,  and ask t h a t  you review it. 

A. I t h i n k  it is  9 4 .  This information had been 
bu i ld ing  up throughout t h e  day t o  t h i s  t o t a l ,  s o  t o  speak, 
which resul ted- -

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Do you r e c a l l  being b r i e f e d  i n  
t h e  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  evening of t h e  l Q t h ?  

A. S i r ,  I cannot f a i r l y  say t h a t  I remember it spe-
c i f i c a l l y  because I had j u s t  a r r i v e d .  The name and every-
th ing  e l s e  were new t o  me. However, it was t h e  p r a c t i c e  t o  
g ive  a complete o p e r a t i o n a l  b r i e f i n g  i n  t h e  evening t o  t h e  
commanding genera l  and t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f .  This was he ld  
i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  room i n  t h e  evening cont rary  t o  t h e  one which 
was he ld  i n  t h e  morning i n  the  commanding g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e .  

Q The f i g u r e s  which a r e  c i t e d  he re ,  General 
GALLOWAY, a r e  128 VC K I A ,  3 i n d i v i d u a l  weapons captured ,  
2 U.S. KIA,  1 0  U.S. WIA, A t  t h a t  time o r  a t  any subsequent 
time, d id  t h e s e  r a t i o s  become a mat ter  of d i scuss ion?  
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A. The on ly  t h i n g  I r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
t i m e ,  and I cannot p in  down where I hea rd  it--it may have been 
whi le  I was be ing  b r i e f e d  by t h e  G5 on t h e  c e r t a i n  a u t h o r i t y  
r equ i r ed  t o  go i n t o  v a r i o u s  areas--no-f i re  l i n e s  and t h e s e  
s o r t  o f  th ings--as  p e r t a i n s  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  c o o r d i n a t i o n ,  
province coord ina t ion .  I d i d  unders tand t h a t  t h e r e  was an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of some k ind  going on,  and it i s  my r e c o l l e c -  
t i o n  t h a t  it w a s  some gunship o p e r a t i o n .  Whether it was 
i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  I do n o t  know. That  i s  t h e  only 
t h i n g  t h a t  I r e c a l l  du r ing  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  pe r iod ,  r i g h t  
a f t e r  my a r r i v a l .  I d i d  n o t  hea r  any more of  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  s o  it  may o r  may n o t  have been focused on t h e  
event  he re .  

Q- A t  t h a t  t ime,  i n  your judgment, t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e
of- t h e  r a t i o  may n o t  have been q u i t e  appa ren t?  

A. W e l l ,  t o  g ive  you an i d e a  of  what I was be fo re ,  I w a s  
Sec re t a ry ,  J o i n t  S t a f f ,  MACV. Now, I read  i n  t h i s  job a l o t  
of t h i n g s ,  b u t  r a t i o s ,  I ag ree ,  w e r e n ' t  r e a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  m e .  

a .  W e l l ,  you s e e ,  t h e  r a t i o  o f  a 128 K I A  t o  3 weapons,
t h i s  is q u i t e  unusual  w i t h i n  Vietnam-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Based on subsequent  exper ience ,  I 
would agree  wi th  you, s i r .  

Q. And t h e  o t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n  is  t h e  128 VC KIA t o  
2 U . S .  KIA? 

A. W e l l ,  t h a t  is  n o t  unusual .  

Q. Mot i n  i t s e l f  un le s s  you unders tand  t h e  c i rcumstances  
of the ope ra t ion - - th i s  p a r t  is t r u e .  But my q u e s t i o n  i s  whether ,  
because of t h e s e  wide ra t ios  40 t o  1, 60 t o  1, t h i s  m a t t e r  
became a topic of d i s c u s s i o n ?  

A. General ,  I cannot  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p i n  down any 
d i s c u s s i o n  p e r i o d  on t h i s .  A s  you know, weapons, r a t i o s ,  and 
body counts  and a l l  t h i s  was a t o p i c  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  
i n  time because some q u e s t i o n s  of t h e  p r e s s  on accuracy of  
body count.  But, a s  f a r  a s  p inn ing  down a s p e c i f i c  
d i s c u s s i o n  I cannot  do t h a t  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  sir. 
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Q. Can you r e c a l l  anything f u r t h e r ,  General GALLOWAY, 
concerning t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which you a l luded  t o .  Did you 
hear  any more of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir, I d i d  not .  N o w ,  a s  you undoubtedly know, 
t h e r e  a r e  r e a l l y  cons tan t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  be ing  made of a l l e -
ga t ions  o r  s t a t ements ,  t h a t  we went beyond a n o - f i r e  l i n e ,  o r  
th ings  of t h i s  type ,  being made i n  every d i v i s i o n  i n  Vietnam. 
This s p e c i f i c  t h i n g  t h a t  I heard and t h e  reason I d i d  n o t  
hear  anything more about it, and the  reason I cannot p i n  
down where I heard  it--it could have been mentioned i n  t h e  
briefing--mentioned i n  conversat ion.  That i s  t h e  reason I 
say t h a t  I t h i n k  it came i n  my b r i e f i n g  by t h e  G 5  of t h e  
d i v i s i o n .  

Q. Did General  KOSTER have p e r i o d i c  meetings wi th  
j u s t  h i s  ADC's  o r  wi th  t h e  key members of h i s  s t a f f - - s i t  
down and d i scuss  ma t t e r s  wi th in  t h e  organiza t ion?  

A. The morning meeting, which genera l ly  took up t h e  
quick opera t ion  run down and t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  run down, had 
j u s t  c e r t a i n  members of h i s  s t a f f  and t h e  ADC I s  p r e s e n t .  
I n  t h e  evening, of course,  t h e  complete d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  m e t  
i n  the  b r i e f i n g  f o r  a day ' s  wrap-up and o t h e r  p e r t i n e n t  
information which might be important .  

Q. Can you remember a t  any of these  meetings--with 
t h e  immediate members of h i s  personal  s t a f f - -d i scuss ing  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I do not .  

Q e  
 You s a i d  it had t o  do something wi th  a  h e l i c o p t e r ?  
Was t h e r e  anything e l s e  t o  the  impression which you gained 
about what it involved. Do you r e c a l l  any of t h a t ?  

A. No, sir. I mentioned I had t h e  impression and 
as  I s a i d ,  I cannot s p e c i f i c a l l y  pu t  my f i n g e r  on i t - - i n  
the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which was mentioned, I g o t  t h e  impression 
t h a t  it d e a l t  wi th  some gunship opera t ions ,  and o t h e r  than  
t h a t ,  I d id  n o t  hea r  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q .  A s  t h e  ADC re spons ib le  f o r  one a r t i l l e r y  and two 
a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n s ,  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  t h e  case of 
a v i a t i o n ,  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  having t o  do with something 
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involving people and commanders f o r  whom you would normally 
be responsible--monitoring and superv i s ing  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s - -
would it n o t  appear l o g i c a l  t h a t  such should be z a l l e d  t o  
your a t t e n t i o n  i n  g r e a t e r  depth? 

I 'd l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t ,  s i r ,  t h a t  I--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I recognize t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you 
were brand new t h e r e ,  I understand t h a t ,  b u t  I a m  not  j u s t  
t a l k i n g  about a  per iod  of a day o r  two. I am covering,  i n  
f a c t ,  though I am in t roducing  t h i s  s u b j e c t  a t  t h e  beginning,  
I am t a l k i n g  about something t h a t  may have extended f o r  
t h e  next  3 months. 

A. When I f i n i s h e d  my o r i e n t a t i o n ,  I was given 
the  duty--not i n  w r i t i n g ,  but  because of my jun io r  rank 
I f e l l  h e i r  t o  these  u n i t s .  I mentioned t h a t  I would 
become t h e  r a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  and c e r t a i n l y  anything t h a t  
happened i n  a r t i l l e r y  o r  i n  a v i a t i o n  would have f a l l e n  
under my purview, yes ,  sir. 

Q Was it ever  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  
members of t h e  123d Aviation B a t t a l i o n  w e r e  deeply 
involved i n  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A .  No, s i r ,  no t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  they  were involved 
i n  a s p e c i f i c  opera t ion .  When I acqui red  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  t h e  123d Aviat ion,  I was b r i e f e d  by t h e  a v i a t i o n  
b a t t a l i o n s ,  bu t  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  opera t ion  w a s  no t  mentioned 
i n  t h a t  b r i e f i n g .  I was given t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  of t h e  u n i t .  
I was given what they could do. I was given t h e  
c a p a b i l i t y  of t h e  a t t ached  suppor t  u n i t s ,  and w e  
went from t h e r e ,  sir.  

Q Did you rece ive  comparable b r i e f i n g s  from 
t h e  174th a t  Duc Pho and 176th a t  Chu Lai?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I d i d  not  r ece ive  comparable b r i e f -
ings .  I g o t  a b r i e f i n g  on what they had, and t h a t  was 
about t h e  e x t e n t  of my b r i e f i n g ,  s ir .  

Q. Were you b r i e f e d  by t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander, 
Colonel HOLLADAY? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. He had t h e  123d Aviation and was d i v i s i o n  
a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r .  

Q. During t h i s  t ime,  d i d  you hear  anything concerning 
information t h a t  may,have been provided by a v i l l a g e  chief  from 
t h i s  loca le - - tha t  a r e a  of the  opera t ion  (po in t ing  t o  map) which, 
General GALLOWAY, i n c i d e n t l y  i s  t h e  a r e a  of operat ion-- to  t h e  
nor theas t  of Quang Ngai C i ty ,  genera l ly  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  is  
c a l l e d  P i n k v i l l e  because of i t s  co lo r  on t h e  map. I t  i s  i n  t h e  
e a s t e r n  p a r t  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  Did you hear  r e p o r t s  coming 
out  of t h a t  a r e a ,  r epor ted ly  given by e i t h e r  t h e  hamlet o r  
t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  t h a t  i n  t h e  course of t h i s  opera t ion  l a r g e  
numbers of women and ch i ld ren ,  noncombatants, had been k i l l e d ?  

A.  Nothing t h a t  I could i d e n t i f y ,  s ir .  These a l l e g a t i o n s  
a r e  showing up i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a11 t h e  time--I am s u r e  no t  j u s t  
t h e  America1 Division--but,  a s  f a r  as s p e c i f i c a l l y  focusing on 
t h a t ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  any p a r t i c u l a r l y  poin ted  information such 
as you descr ibed ,  It is  no t  unusual t h a t  I should n o t  be i n  t h i s  
a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  because a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t ime,  which was d i f f e r e n t  
from l a t e r  on dur ing  my t o u r  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  I was no t  t h e  
con tac t  wi th  t h e  Vietnamese. 

Q. I am only t a l k i n g  about knowing how a d i v i s i o n  
command group func t ions  and t h e r e  is  an interchange of  
information. 

That i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q .  Key i tems of information a r e  brought t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  
of t h e  appropr ia t e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s ,  and then they  a r e  i n  t u r n  
brought t o  the  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  command group, and these  th ings  
a r e  discussed t o  a r r i v e  a t  l o g i c a l  conclusions and courses  of 
ac t ion .  That i s  why I am asking t h a t  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  even though 
you a r e ,  l e t  us say ,  a neophyte a s  f a r  as  t h e  opera t ion  of t h e  
d i v i s i o n  i s  concerned, whether these  ma t t e r s  were c a l l e d  t o  t h e  
a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  command group? 

A. S i r ,  I cannot s p e c i f i c a l l y  p in  it down. No, it could 
have been mentioned, but  it was no t  a s p e c i f i c  p o i n t  t o  b r i n g  
up t o  t h e  command group because I cannot r e c a l l  a s p e c i f i c  
mention of it. 

Q L e t  m e  r e c i t e  a couple th ings  t h a t  a r e  a l l e g a t i o n s .  
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One i s  d e f i n i t e l y  an a l l e g a t i o n  and one i s  almost  a r e p o r t  of 
a f a c t .  One, i n  which i s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  one of t h e  aero-scout  
p i l o t s  working i n  t h e  a r e a  of My Lai  ( 4 )  v i l l a g e  on t h e  16 th  
of March had r e p o r t e d  l a r g e  numbers, n o t  j u s t  a fnw, b u t  l a r g e  
numbers of women and c h i l d r e n ,  innocent  c i v i l i a n s ,  be ing  k i l l e d  
i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  and what he cons idered  u n n e c e s s a r i l y .  He a l s o  
r e p o r t e d  a r a t h e r  major c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between himself  and 
elements on t h e  ground i n  which they a lmost  employed p h y s i c a l  
f o r c e ,  i f  n o t  an exchange of f i repower .  Was t h i s  m a t t e r  e v e r  
c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. I am n o t  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h a t  a t  a l l .  

Q That i s  what t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  was a t  t h a t  t ime.  
~ e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t ,  I am ask ing  i f  you were aware of t h i s .  
Was t h e r e  any in format ion  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  t h a t  came i n  
concerning 450 o r  5 0 0  c i v i l i a n s  having been k i l l e d  i n  an a r ea?  

A. NO, s ir .  

Q a  Were you aware o r  w a s  any th ing  e v e r  c a l l e d  t o  your 
a t t e n t i o n  about t h e  VC having propaganda t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  
American s o l d i e r s  had slaugkitered a l a r g e  number o f ,  murdered 
a l a r g e  number of women, c h i l d r e n ,  and o l d  men i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  
area of Son My, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Tu Cung and 
C o  Lay? 

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h i s  a t  a l l .  B 

Q- Did you e v e r  hea r  t h e  r e s u l t s  of  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  

.Q Were you e v e r  made p r i v y  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  r e p o r t s  , 

which were submi t ted?  

A.  Only a s  a  p a r t  of t h e  b r i e f i n g  which we r ece ived  
s t a f f  wide. 

Q. General  GALLOWAY, I h a v e - h e r e  a document e n t i t l e d  
"Combat Act ion Report" da t ed  2 8  arch 1968, submi t ted  by Task 
Force Barker .  I t  has been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  as E x h i b i t  
R-2. I would. ask i f  .you would scan  t h i s  document and i n d i c a t e  
t o  your  knowledge whether you have eve r  s e e n  it be fo re?  
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A .  General  PEERS, I cannot  s ta te  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
t h a t  I have. However, it i s  a normal t h i n g  f o r  t h e  
ADC t o  r ead  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  s o  I would assume t h a t  I 
r ead  it. Now, s p e c i f i c a l l y  remembering t h i s  one,  
among those  t h a t  came down about o p e r a t i o n s  around. 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  AO, I cannot s p e c i f i c a l l y  s t a t e  t h a t  

, I saw it, no., sir. 

Q.  There i s  no th ing  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  ca l ls  your 
s p e c i f i c  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you d i d  s e e  it. 
You would n o t  c e r t i f y  t h a t  you d i d  s e e  and you had 
r e a d  t h a t ?  

'A. I do n o t  s e e  anyth ing  h e r e  t h a t  would 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  t o  my memory t h a t  I had,  s i r .  

Q - Would ybu look toward t h e  end and review 
t h e  concluding d i s c u s s i o n s ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. To your knowledge, General  GALLOWAY, a t  t h a t  
t ime ,  I am t a l k i n g  about t h e  middle of March of 1968, what 
w e r e  t h e  procedures  and t h e  -requirements f o r  s u b m i t t i n g  
a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s ?  

A. The requirements  were t h a t  t h i s  was handled over  
i n  t h e  op c e n t e r .  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  t i m e  frame r equ i r ed .  
An a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  would be submi t ted  on each o p e r a t i o n  
l i s t i n g  l e s s o n s  l ea rned  and new p o s i t i o n s  and s o  on.  These 
would be submi t ted  through command channe ls  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
and then  would be used by t h e  p lanners  and o t h e r s  f o r  f u t u r e  
o p e r a t i o n  p lanning .  But as f a r  a s  e x a c t  wording I cannot  
r e c a l l ,  s ir .  

, Q - And normally were t h e s e  r e p o r t s  submi t ted  by 
b a t t a l i o n s  .or were they submi t ted  by b r igade?  

A. W e l l ,  a c t u a l l y  I have seen  them i n  bo th  forms. 
I guess it was an o v e r a l l  b r i g a d e  o p e r a t i o n ,  and t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
made t h e  r e p o r t  and the  b r i g a d e  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  would be 
made. I f  it were a s e p a r a t e  b a t t a l i o n  o p e r a t i o n  then  it 
would be a b a t t a l i o n  normal submission through t h e  b r igade .  

Q If you had an o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  was going t o  l a s t  f o r  4 
t o  5 days by a b a t t a l i o n ,  would it be normal. t o  p ick  j u s t  a 
segment of t h e  t i m e  on which t o  submit  an a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t ?  
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A. No, sir. I t  would cover t h e  whole pe r iod  o f  t h e  

o p e r a t i o n  from t h e  p lanning  t o  t h e  conc lus ion .  


Q 0 Recognizing t h e n ,  General  GALLOWAY, t b a t  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  s t a r t e d  w i t h  t h e  a i r  a s s a u l t  a t  about 0730 i n  

, t h e  morning. of t h e  1 6 t h ,  and t h e  o p e r a t i o n  cont inued  f o r  
a t  l e a s t  t h e  n e x t  3  days ,  i n  which t ime one company was 
e x t r a c t e d ,  t h e  o t h e r  two companies remaining i n  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  a r e a  f o r  maybe a f o u r t h  day o r  f i f t h  day o r  

some o t h e r  p e r i o d ,  would it n o t  be unusual  t h a t  w e  have 

an a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  ' t h a t  covers  only  a pe r iod  from 

0730 i n  t h e  morning u n t i l  midnight on t h e  f i r s t  day of 

t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  it might appear  unusual ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  

have an answer f o r  it. 


Q- There may have been a r ea son '  f o r  i t ?  

A, Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. This  i s  what I am seek ing  t o  f i n d :  why t h e  
focus on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n  o r  t h i s  day? This  was 

submi t ted  on t h e  28th of March. Why a r e  w e  focus ing  on 

one day and n o t  on t h e  whole o p e r a t i o n ,  which by t h i s  t i m e  

had t e rmina t ed  a t  l e a s t  a week ago? 


A. S i r ,  I have no answer t o  t h a t .  

Q- Would it no t  be normal, a l s o ,  f o r  a r e p o r t  p repared  
by a  b a t t a l i o n  o r  by a t a s k  f o r c e  w i t h i n  a b r i g a d e  t o  have such 
r e p o r t s  submi t ted  through b r igade  headqua r t e r s?  

A. I t h i n k  it would depend, s i r ,  and I have seen  t h i s  
happen, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  196th Brigade,  where you had had a 
p a r t i c u l a r  combat a s s a u l t .  There would be  o t h e r  e lements  of  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  a combat 
a s s a u l t  which t a k e s  it o u t  of t h e  o rd ina ry  ground o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  
a r e  going on. I have seen  a s p e c i f i c  combat a s s a u l t  r e p o r t  
submi t ted  p r i m a r i l y  t o  teach--we weren ' t r e a l l y  t o o  f a r  a long  
wi th  combat a s s a u l t s  i n  t hose  days--to b r i n g  o u t  any l e s sons .  
I am not  s ay ing  t h a t  t h a t  i s  t h e  reason  f o r  t h i s  r e p o r t  a t  a l l .  
I am j u s t  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h i s  i s  p o s s i b l e  and I have seen them i n  
o t h e r  p a r t s  of t h e  d i v i s i o n .  Now, a l s o ,  I have seen  a s  f a r  as  
t h e  11 th  Cav i s  concerned,  our  c a v a l r y  squadron,  where t hey  have 
a t r o o p  becoming engaged, where t h i s  t r o o p  engagment does n o t  
involve  t h e  rest of t h e  squadron,  who had an A 0  and were o p e r a t i n g  
i n  t h e  AO. 
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I have seen  an  a f t e r  a c t i o n  type  r e p o r t  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t r o o p  
ope ra t ion .  But t h i s  i s  t h e  only  obse rva t ion  t h a t  I can make. 
Now, a s  f a r  a s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p i c k i n g  t h i s  one o u t ,  I have no 
b a s i c  comment on :hat a t  a l l .  

Q .  ~t.could have w e l . 1  been t h e  i n s t ance .  h e r e ?  
b 

A. I am n o t  s ay ing  it w a s  o r  w a s  no t .  But I wanted t o  
p o i n t  o u t  t h e s e  o t h e r  examples. 

Q This  .vas a combat a s s a u l t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  
.i=l 

Q It did  have many i n t e r e s t i n g  a s p e c t s  t o  it i n  terms of 
c o o r d i n a t i o n  oi  t h e  va r ious  combat e lements  of t h e  command; b u t  
even s o  wouldn ' t  it s t i l l  appear  normal t h a t  w e  shou ld  have some 
endorsement on t h i s  by t h e  b r igade?  

A. I a;i n o t  s o  s u r e  t h a t  i s  r i g h t ,  s ir .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  
b u t  I b e l i e v e  it one t i m e ,  a n d ' 1  do n o t  know t h e  p e r i o d  of t ime ,  
t h a t  Task For(:' Barker was working d i r e c t l y  under d i v i s i o n  con-
t r o l ,  What t!-e pe r iod  of t ime w a s ,  I am n o t  s u r e .  I know it i s  
Task Force Ba!ker, l l t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade,  b u t  I do know, a l s o ,  
t h i s  was a dj.!;tinctly s e p a r a t e d  a r e a  of o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  t h i s  t a s k  
f o r c e  althov.(jn Task Force Barker w a s  s t i l l  suppor t ed  by t h e  
b r igade .  N,:VJ, o p e r a t i o n a l l y ,  it s t r i k e s  m e  i n  my memory t h a t  
a t  one t ime and a s  I say ,  I cannot  remember t h e  t i m e ,  t hey  
might have I;een o p e r a t i n g  d i r e c t l y  under d i v i s i o n  c o n t r o l .  

Q .  I b e l i e v e  from my knowledge, w i t h o u t  checking it 
f u r t h e r ,  t?.>ityou a r e  c o r r e c t .  They may n o t  have ope ra t ed  
d i r e c t l y  vcder d i v i s i o n  c o n t r o l ,  b u t  t hey  may have been under 
t h e  operac:.onal c o n t r o l  of ano the r  b r igade  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  no r th  
o r  sometlrri:tlg of t h a t ,  n a t u r e .  During t h i s  t i m e ,  however, t hey  
were ,dirc:cl:ly under t h e  l l t h  Brigade.  I a l s o  have h e r e ,  
General  (GAIJLOWAY, a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  d a t e d  2 4  A p r i l  
1968, su>m,itted by t h e  commander of t h e  l l t h  Brigade.  I show 
you t h i s  r2por t  and ask you i f  you have seen  t h e  r e p o r t  it-
s e l f - - j ~ s t  t h e  r e p o r t  i t s e l f ,  t h e  f i r s t  page and one-half?  

A.  I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I d i d  no t  s e e  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  General 
PEERS, ju1;t r ead ing  through it. There would be no p a r t i c u l a r  
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. 	 reason t o  be s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  o t h e r  than  j u s t  
read ing  i tr  and I c a n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s t a t e  t h a t  I saw it o r  d i d n ' t  
see it, sir. 

Q. Have you read  t h e  second page? Do you have any r e c o l -  
. l e c t i o n  t h a t  you can say p o s i t i v e l y  t h a t  you saw t h i s ?  

A .  S i r ,  I cannot say  t h a t  1,p o s i t i v e l y  saw it o r  d i d  
n o t  s e e  it. 

Q - General  GALLOWAY,t h i s  document was submi t ted  wi th  
two i n c l o s u r e s .  There is  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  a t  one t i m e  o r  
another  t h e  i n c l o s u r e s  may have been s e p a r a t e d  from it. I 
would l i k e  f o r  you t o  look a t  t h e  f i r s t  i n c l o s u r e  which i s  
a s ta tement  da t ed  t h e  1 4 t h  of A p r i l .  J u s t  one page,  and I 
c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  p r imar i ly  t o  t h e  second paragraph which 
provides  t h e  d e t a i l s .  Had you eve r  seen such a s t a t emen t  e i t h e r  
a s  p a r t  of t h i s  r e p o r t  o r  s e p a r a t e l y ?  

A .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  i t ,  s i r .  Again, it has 

been q u i t e  a wh i l e  ago. 


Q - Y e s ,  I recognize  t h a t ,  b u t .  a l s o  a s  I r e c a l l  t h e  
f i g u r e s  i n  t h e r e ,  what a r e  they--400 o r  450? 

A. Four hundred and f i f t y ,  s i r .  

9. The o t h e r  f i g u r e  i s  90. I t  would seem t o  me, General  
GALLOWAY, t h a t  if you would have seen those--I  know t h a t  i f  I ' d  
seen them I would have remembered them. 

A. Yes, s i x ,  I th ink  I would c e r t a i n l y  have,  s i r .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having seen t h a t  paper  o r  any

informat ion  comparable t o  t h a t ?  


A. No, s i r .  

Q. I now r e f e r  you t o  t h e  second i n c l o s u r e .  That i s  an 
Engl ish t r a n s l a t i o n  of what i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  have been VC propaganda 
used i n  t h e  a r e a .  Do you r e c a l l  eve r  having seen  t h a t ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  propaganda s t a t emen t .  
. I have seen  a l o t  of them, s i r ,  pu t  o u t  by t h e  VC. 
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Q. I am r e f e r r i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h e  one s t a t emen t  which 
r e f e r s  t o  our  a r e a  of i n t e r e s t .  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I am looking  a t  t h a t .  

Q. Right  h e r e  i n  t h e  document. 

A. No, s i r .  We, as you know, had a psywar o f f i c e r  and 
those  a r e a s  of p e r t i n e n c e  usual ly--brought  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of 
t h e  command group. I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h i s  w a s .  

Q Was your  G5 a l s o  your PSYOP o f f i c e r ,  o r  w a s  t h e  PSYOP 
s e c t i o n  a l s o  i n  your  G5? 

A. I t h . i n k  t h e  psywar people  worked under t h e  G3, although 
t h e  G5 was c l o s e l y  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h a t ,  as .  I r e c a l l ,  s i r .  G5, 
as you know, was r e a l l y  t h e  key i n d i v i d u a l  as - f a r  as  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
t h e  c i v i l i a n s  w a s  concerned,  and I t h i n k  maybe he was psywar man. 
I can ' t remember how t h a t  worked. 

Q. Some headqua r t e r s  handled it d i f f e r e n t l y .  Some had the 
PSYOP a l l  i n  t h e  same a r e a ;  some s p l i t i t  o u t .  

A. I f  I remember it c o r r e c t l y ,  s i r ,  w e  had a detachment 
w i t h  us t h e r e  a t  Chu La i ,  and I t h i n k  they worked over  i n  t h e  ops 
c e n t e r ,  b u t  t h e  G 5  was a lmost  a p a r t  of t h e  whole arrangement i n  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h a t  is  t h e  way it was organized .  

Q. We can s o r t  t h a t  o u t ,  That  i s  n o t  much of a problem 
r e a l l y .  W e  w i l l  have those  o f f i c e r s  h e r e  and f i n d  o u t  who was 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  what. During t h i s  t ime ,  now, I am i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
t h e  months of March, A p r i l ,  May, and p o s s i b l y  i n t o  June ,  d i d  you 
have any knowledge of any f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  depth con-
ce rn ing  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. . ,No,. sir., t h i s  inc ider i t  q u e s t i o n e d ,  I do no t  r e c a l l  i t  
as b e i n g ' a  s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t .  Now, a s  -I mentioned b e f o r e ,  we had 
t h i n g s  being r e p o r t e d  a l l  t h e  time and be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d  a l l  the. 
t ime. Nothing of any importance.  

Q. How many d i d  you have going on ,  would you s a y ,  a t  any 
given t ime? I mean where you have formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  be ing  
conducted. 

(GALLOWAY) 1 4  APP T.-18 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A* I would n o t  s ay  t h a t  w e  had any t h a t  r e q u i r e d  a fo rmal  
t ype  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  These were t h e  t y p e  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  
you -- p r e l i m i n a r y  t y p e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  s e e  j u s t  where o u r  
a i r c r a f t  happened t o  be o r  where t h i s  a r t i l l e r y  p r s p  happened to  
go. Then t h e  r e s u l t s  would be  r e p o r t e d  back.  If it proved t o  b e  

.wrong,  t h e n  c e r t a i n  a c t i o n  would be  t a k e n  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  per-
sonne l  i nvo lved .  Now, I do n o t  r e c a l l  any major  cases.  I a m  t a l k i n ?  
j u s t  abou t  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  f low i n  a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  s h o t  
here o r  t h e r e .  To answer your  s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n ,  no  formal  i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n  u n t i l  w e  had one major  one i n  l a t e  June .  

Q- .I t a k e  it t h e n ,  t h a t  y o u ' r e  answer ing my q u e s t i o n  i n  two 
a r e a s ;  one i n t e l l i g e n c e  and/ o r  i n fo rma t ion - - t ha t  you had no spe-
c i f i c  knowledge, a t  l e a s t  n o t h i n g  t h a t  would focus  your  a t t e n t i o n  
on t h a t  a r e a ?  

# 

A; hat' i s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  

& Nor d i d  you have any knowledge of  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which 
was under way? 

A. Tha t  i s  c o r r e c t ,  s ir .  

Q. When were you promoted t o  b r i g a d i e r  g e n e r a l ?  

A. F i r s t  of  August ,  sir.  

Q a F i r s t  of August ,  abou t  rough ly  6 months l a t e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I was on l e a v e  a t  t h e  t ime .  

Q o  So you w e r e  s e r v i n g  i n  your  c a p a c i t y  of a s s i s t a n t  d i v i - -
s i o n  commander i n  a b r i g a d i e r  g e n e r a l  s l o t  i n  t h e  g r ade  of c o l o n e l  
a t  t h a t  t ime?  

* % -
A. . .That is. c o r r e c t ,  sir.  

Q.  Now, hav ing  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  t h e a t e r  as l ong  a s  you had up 
u n t i l  t h a t  t i m e ,  and be ing  where you were, t o  g i v e  you a h y p o t h e t i -
cal q u e s t i o n ,  i f  you had a r e p o r t  t h a t  20 t o  30 c i v i l i a n s  had been 
killed, would t h i s  have been r e p o r t e d  t o  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  MACV? 
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A. The a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  would go t o  111 MAF', b u t  a s  
t o  a s p e c i f i c  r e p o r t ,  I do n o t  know what channel  it would go d i -
r e c t l y  t o  MRCV i n  -- from t h e  d i v i s i o n  d i r e c t l y  t o  MACV. Now, 
I am n o t  t o t a l l y  conversan t  w i th  t h e  G 5  channe ls .  However, I 
t h i n k  t h a t  a l l  r e p o r t s  stemming o u t  of t h e  America1 would go t o  
I11 m. 

Q. Yes. Now, l e t  me g ive  you ano the r  h y p o t h e t i c a l  ques-
t i o n ,  Assuming you had an a l l e g a t i o n  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  l a r g e  
number of i nnocen t  women and c h i l d r e n ,  noncombatants , had been 
k i l l e d  u n n e c e s s a r i l y ,  would t h i s  have been r e p o r t e d  immediately 
t o  MACV? 

A, Yes, s ir .  I t  would have gone a s  what we ca l l - -no t  
a "b lue  b e l l , "  t h a t  i s  an American thing--but  as a--I am s u r e  
it would have gone as a " f l a s h e r "  r e p o r t .  I can r e c a l l  be ing  sec-
r e t a r y  of t h e  j o i n t  s t a f f  and expe r i enc ing  two o r  t h r e e  of t h o s e  
where t h e r e  has  been an e r r o r  made. 

Q e Understand t h a t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h i s  i s  an a l l e g a t i o n  
and n o t  an e s t a b l i s h e d  f a c t ?  . 

A. I t  would probably: beq,investigated l o c a l l y .  I am n o t  
s u r e  i f '  it would have gone t o  MACV a t  t h i s  t i m e  i f  it were an 
a l l e g a t i o n ,  b u t  known f a c t s  recognized by t h e  d i v i s o n  would prob-
ab ly  have been i n v e s t i g a t e d  f i r s t ,  a l though 111 MAF may have 
been informed. Now, I a m  r e a l l y  s ay ing  t h a t  based on my subse-
quent  o v e r a l l  expe r i ence  w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  This  i s  t h e  way it 
probably would have happened. And I might a l s o  add t h a t  i f  such 
an a l l e g a t i o n  came up and t h e r e  was any v e s t i g e  a t  a l l  of  p r o o f ,  
it would have been r e p o r t e d  by t h e  d i r e c t  communication channel  
which t h e  prov ince  people  have wi th  t h e  CORDS people  a t  MACV. 
They have t h e i r  own communication system; t h e y  have d i r e c t  com-
municat ions .  

Q - . Would t h i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  p e r t a i n  i f  t h e  area i n  q u e s t i o n  
was cons idered  t o  be i n  long e s t a b l i s h e d  VC-controlled a r e a ?  

A .  This  I cannot  answer, s i r ,  whether  t h i s  would p e r t a i n  
o r  no t .  I say t h i s  i s  ano the r  channel  which would c e r t a i n l y  be 
c o r r e c t .  

Q Yes, t h i s  . i s  c o r r e c t .  I am s o r r y  t o  say  t h a t  i n  a 
way you a r e  c o r r e c t ,  because they d i d  a t  t i m e s  use d i r e c t  channels 
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. 	 Thei r  r e p o r t i n g  channel ,  however, w a s  s t i l l  through I11 MAF, o r  
through t h e  f i e l d  f o r c e  commander. 

This is  c o r r e c t .  

. 	 Q e  1 am w e l l  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  I would l i k e  
t o  have 20-4 ( E x h i b i t  D - 1 )  and 525-3 ( ~ x h i b i t'D-6) and a l s o  t h e  
111 MAF i n s t r u c t i o n  ( E x h i b i t  M-8). General  GALLOWAY, I show you 
MACV D i r e c t i v e  525-3 (Exh ib i t  D-6) and ask i f  you a r e  f a m i l i a r  
wi th  t h a t  document? 

A. Yes, sir .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h i s  was b r i e f e d  t o  m e  by t h e  
G5 a s  a p a r t  of my b r i e f i n g s  on t h e  c o n t r o l  r e g u l a t i o n s .  I t  
probably was i n  a f i l e  of m a t e r i a l  t h a t  t hey  used t o  read  t o  me 
when I came i n .  

Q - I a l s o  show you, MACV Regula t ion  20-4, d a t e d  27  A p r i l
1967 ( E x h i b i t  D - 1 ) ,  and ask i f  you a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h a t  docu- 
ment? I d i r e c t  your  a t t e n t i o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  paragraph 5--. 
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, s i r .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  came 

through i n  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  as I r eca l l . .  


Q - I a l s o  show you I11 MAF implementing i n s t r u c t i o n s  
( E x h i b i t  M-8) of 20-4 and ask i f  you a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h i s  
document? 

A. S i r ,  I cannot  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s t a t e  t h a t  I r ead  t h i s ,  
b u t  I am s u r e  it came down i n  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and a long wi th  t h i s  
one,  an implementing d i r e c t i v e ,  I w i l l  say  t h a t  I have seen 
it, b u t  I cannot  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  r ead ing  it. But I w i l l  
s ay  t h a t  I have seen  it because--' 

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I can unders tand t h a t ,  because I would 
be i n  the same fix to be very hones t  w i th  you. Would t h e r e  be 
any doubt i n  your  mind t h a t  i f  you r ece ived  t h e  r e p o r t  of an a l -
leged  a t r o c i t y ,  n o t  j u s t  a s i n g l e  i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  a r a t h e r  massive 
unnecessary k i l l i n g ,  would t h e r e  have been any doubt i n  your mind 
t h a t  you should  t a k e  immediate a c t i o n  t o  r e p o r t  t h i s  t o  h i g h e r  
headqua r t e r s?  

A. YOU have t o  p u t  a framework t o  t h i s ,  General  PEERS. 
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Q o  Pu t  your  framework on it then .  

A. For example, you g e t  t h e  VC propaganda s h e e t  l i k e  t h i s .  
These o u t l a n d i s h  c la ims  a r e  made i n  t h e i r  p r o p a g a ~ d a  s t a t emen t s  
a l l  t h e  t ime.  This  one i s  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  i n  t h a t  it s p e c i f i -
c a l l y  p i n s  down an a rea .  I t h i n k  t h a t  would r e q u i r e  some mer i t  
and d i s c u s s i o n  and a t  l e a s t  a primary i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  s ee  i f ,  
f o r  once, t h e y  might have been t e l l i n g  t h e  t r u t h  i n  t h e i r  propa- 
ganda s t a t e m e n t s .  Now, my exper ience  a s  s e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  j o i n t  
s t a f f  of MACV, where I w a s ,  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  i n  d e t a i l ,  b u t  I was 
p r i v y  t o  many of t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  came i n  from t h e  f i e l d ,  because 
I made s t a f f  d i s t r i b u t i o n  on them. I would say  t h i s ,  t h a t  any 
i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  had been any s o r t  of an i n c i d e n t  such a s  
t h e  one t h i s  r e f e r s  t o  is  of s i g n i f i c a n t  importance t o  MACV. I 
recognize  t h a t ,  and I know t h a t  t h i s  would have been r e p o r t e d .  
Again, I won' t  say d i r e c t l y  t o  MACV n e c e s s a r i l y ,  b u t  it would 
have depended on t h e  c i rcumstances .  I t  would c e r t a i n l y  have been 
r e p o r t e d  t o  I11 MAF headqua r t e r s  and p o s s i b l y  d i r e c t l y  t o  MACV, 
because t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g  i n  Vietnam is  con-
s i d e r a b l e  and t h e  impact on t h e  Vietnamese-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well ,  t aken  i n  i s o l a t i o n ,  t h e  VC prop-
aganda should  n o t  have e l i c i t e d  any p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  o r  
a c t i o n  i f  it.s tood  by i t s e l f ,  i f  t h a t  was t h e  only  p i e c e  of . 

in format ion  a v a i l a b l e .  

A. That  i s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  They f looded  t h e  a r e a  w i t h  

propaganda a l l  t h e  t ime.  I t  was one of t h e i r  major weapons i n  

t h e  a r ea .  


Q.  But you s e e ,  t h i s  i s  some t i m e  subsequent  t o  t h e  i n -  
c i d e n t ,  and t h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r  a l l e g a t i o n s  of a r a t h e r  s e r i o u s  
n a t u r e  t h a t  had been made. This i s  t h e  c o n t e x t  t h a t  I am p u t t i n g  
t h i s  whole t h i n g  i n .  Even though you d o n ' t  l i k e  t o  r e p o r t  some-

. t h i n g ,  and you a r e  n o t  s u r e  of your f a c t s ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you a r e  
going t o  have t o  conduct  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  g e t  i n t o  i t - - i s n ' t  

t h a t  a r e p o r t a b l e  i tem? 


A. I t  i s ,  y e s ,  s i r .  . . 

Q. General  GALLOWAY, I-am going t o  ask  you some q u e s t i o n s ,  
n o t  h y p o t h e t i c a l ,  b u t  m a t t e r s  of op in ion .  J u s t  t h i n k  back and see  
what t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was a t  t h a t  t i m e .  What i s  your e v a l u a t i o n  as  
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t o  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  e f f i c i e n c y  and c a p a b i l i t y  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  head- 
q u a r t e r s  and t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  and t h e  d i v i s i o n  i t s e l f  a t  t h a t  
t ime you a r r i v e d .  

A. F rankly ,  s i r ,  I was very impressed w i t h  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  
of cou r se ,  I had n o t  been i n  b a s i c  c o n t a c t  w i t h  U . S .  f o r c e s ,  
p r i m a r i l y  because t h e  only  t ime I g o t  o u t  of my of £ i c e  was when 
I accompanied t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f  up t o  t h e  1st I n f a n t r y  D iv i s ion  
one day--or one a f t e r n o o n ,  A s  f a r  a s  my hav ing  a f e e l  f o r  Vietnam 
t r o o p  o p e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  u n i t s  i n  Vietnam, it was a lmost  n e g l i g i b l e ,  
o t h e r  t han  f o r  r e a d i n g  r e p o r t s  and t a l k i n g  t o  f r i e n d s  t h a t  would 
come i n .  When I a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  I ,  f r a n k l y ,  was impressed 
wi th  t h e  way t h e y  were o p e r a t i n g .  They w e r e  o p e r a t i n g  under t h e  
t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  b r i g a d e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  p u l l e d  t o g e t h e r  by t h e  
d i v i s i o n  framework, and t h e  d i v i s i o n  was b e i n g  commanded i n  
my opin ion  i n  an ou t s t and ing  manner. S t a f f  appeared t o  me t o  
be f u n c t i o n i n g  q u i t e  w e l l .  The o p e r a t i o n s  be ing  conducted were 
being s u c c e s s f u l l y  conducted wi th  minimum c a s u a l t i e s .  A s  f a r  
a s  t h e  s e p a r a t e  b r i g a d e  o p e r a t i o n s  ve r sus  what we know as a 
ROAD d i v i s i o n  was concerned,  t h a t  appeared t o  be w e l l  c o n t r o l l e 6 .  
I t  c e r t a i n l y  had a c a p a b i l i t y  s u r p a s s i n g  many d i v i s i o n s  i n  
Vietnam because o f  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  We had a g r e a t  number 
of h e l i c o p t e r s .  We were a b l e  t o  g i v e  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commanders 
two h e l i c o p t e r s  p e r  day which enhanced t h e i r  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  
cdmmand, No, s i r ,  I was n o t  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  c r i t i c i z e  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  a t  a l l  from what I saw i n i t i a l l y -  Now, a s  I grew 
i n  exper ience--  

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Now unders tand I a m  n o t  a sk ing  f o r  a  
c r i t i c i s m  of t h e  d iv i s ion - -  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I unders tand t h a t ,  s i r .  I n  o t h e r  words,  
what I am say ing  i s ,  I am--in no way d i d  I see any p a r t  of t h e  
d i v i s i o n  a t  t h a t  t ime when I a r r i v e d  t h a t  1 would have changed. 

Q. . yes ,  how long had it been s i n c e  you had seen  a  d i v i s i o n  
headqua r t e r s  i n  combat func t ion?  

A. World War 11, sir .  

Q. Did you s e e  a d i v i s i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  f u n c t i o n i n g  i n  
World War I I ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i x .  Not as  a  member of t h a t  headqua r t e r s ,  s i r .  

(GALLOWAY) 19 APP T-18 

FOR OFFICIAL USE 'ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q. Did you spend any t ime w i t h  d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  i n  
South Vietnam--I mean any t ime ,  n o t  j u s t  a happenstance v i s i t  
as you i n d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  Big Red l--where you went o u t ,  say 
wi th  t h e  d i v i s i o n  and had a p r e t t y  good f e e l  f o r  ?ow t h a t  s t a f f  
was func t ion ing?  

. . 

A, No, s i r .  A s  I mentioned, t h e  only  t i m e  t h a t  I was 

w i t h  t h e  d i v i s i o n  p r i o r  t o  r e p o r t i n g .  i n t o  t h e  Arnerical, was 

t h e  a f t e r n o o n  v i s i t  t o  t h e  Big Red 1. 


Q .  A s  I unders tand t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  General  GALLOWAY, the  . 
America1 Div i s ion  was i n  t h e  process  of t r a n s i t i o n  from t h e  sepa-
r a t e  b r i g a d e  concept  t o  a ROAD type  d i v i s i o n  concept .  

A. They had j u s t  i n i t i a t e d  t h i s ,  s i r ,  though t h e  a c t u a l  
ROAD d i r e c t i v e  had n o t  been r ece ived .  I might mention t h a t  one 
of t h e  s t e p s  t h a t  had been taken was t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  of t h e  
noncommissioned o f f i c e r s  promotion l i s t .  That was t h e  f i r s t  mis- 
s i o n  t h a t  I r ece ived  from t h e  d i v i s i o n  cornmander--to g e t  t h e  
nonconurissioned o f f i c e r s  l i s t  on a d i v i s i o n  b a s i s .  I might add 
t h a t  I s p e n t  2 weeks s i t t i n g  a s  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  board on t h i s .  

Q o  A t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e ,  were t hey  not a l s o  t r y i n g  

t o  p u l l  t h e  s p e c i a l  s t a f f  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  such a s  t h e  S J A ,  t h e  

I G ,  t h e  AG s e c t i o n s ,  c o n s o l i d a t e  them-- 


A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The AG had been conso l ida t ed .  A s  a 
m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  most of t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s i d e s  had a l r eady  
been conso l ida t ed  a t  d i v i s i o n .  There was s t i l l  t h e  suppor t  e l e -  
ments ~ O V J ~  One of a t  t h e  b r igade .  t h e  problems i n  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
a r e a  I might p o i n t  o u t  was t h a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander f e l t  t h a t  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  was h i s .  The d i v i s i o n  commander was s a y i n g ,  " W e l l  
t h ey  a r e  mine," and t h i s  i s  one of t h e  problems t h a t  w e  had a t  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t .  Th i s ,  of cou r se ,  was s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t  no1 

. t o o  long  a f t e r  my a x r i v a l .  

Q. But a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s t a g e  of t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,  I 
t a k e  it from what you have j-ndicateci, that .  you f e l t  t h e  s t a f f  wa: 
f u n c t i o n i n g  q u i t e  d e l l ?  

A. Y ~ s ,  s lr. 
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Q- Would, it be f a i r  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  because 
of t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h a t  a g r e a t  d e a l  of a t t e n t i o n  of  p a r t s  of 
t he  s t a f f  , such a s  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f  and o t h e r  peop le ,  had t o  be  
d i r e c t e d  t o  t h i s  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  e f f o r t .  

. A. That i s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  I mentioned t h e  a s t i l l . e r y  prob- 
lem. This  w a s n ' t  u l t i m a t e l y  r e so lved  u n t i l  w e  a c t u a l l y  r ece ived  
t h e  ROAD o r d e r s  t o  do it. We s t i l l  had a s m a l l  c o n f l i c t  h e r e  a s  
t o  who a c t u a l l y  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  W e  worked i t  o u t ,  I 
would s a y i  2 o r  3 months a f t e r  I a r r i v e d .  There was an agree-
a b l e  p o s i t i o n  as t o  c o n t r o l  of a r t i l l e r y .  The o t h e r  t h i n g  was con-
t r o l  of a v i a t i o n .  NOW, t h a t  d i d  n o t  g e t  r e a l l y  r e so lved  a s  t o  who 
would b a s i c a l l y  c o n t r o l  t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n t i l ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  around 
~ u l y - - u n t i l  we f i n a l l y  g o t  an e s t a b l i s h e d  set  p o l i c y  i n  t h i s  
a rea .  The suppor t  command: w e  had no p a r t i c u l a r  problems i n  t h i s  
a r ea  excep t  t h a t  it w a s  a matter of c o o r d i n a t i o n  of t h e  e lements  
s t i l l  remaining a t  t h e  b r igade  l e v e l  and t h e  suppor t  commander. 
I t h i n k  w e  probably  had l e s s  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  t h i s  a r e a  than  i n  any 
o the r .  I t  is  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  b r igade  commanders always welcomed 
a d d i t i o n a l  s u p p o r t ,  b u t  t hey  would l i k e  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e i r  own oper-
a t i o n a l  e lements .  This  was a pe r iod  where a l l  of  t h i s  was going 
on. 

&. One o t h e r  q u e s t i o n ,  General  GALLOWAY. Within I Corps,  
and w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t r o l  of 111 MAF, s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  was t h e r e  any 
r e a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  between c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  which were given t o  c i v i l -
i a n s  i n  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  VC-controlled a r e a s  as compared t o  a r e a s  
under GVN c o n t r o l ?  

A .  Well, of cou r se ,  you have t h e  se t  n o - f i r e  a r e a s  and 
then  you have,  upon approval  of t h e  Vietnamese p rov ince  people ,  
what i s  c a l l e d  a f r e e - f i r e  a r e a .  This area i s  cons idered  by 
t h e  Vietnamese t o  be VC-controlled a r e a  i n  c e r t a i n  ca ses .  I t  
i s  VC a r e a .  I n  t h e  f r e e - f i r e  a r e a s ,  o p e r a t i o n s  can be run and 
f i r e s  can be p u t  in$o those  a r e a s  accord ing  t o  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s .  
A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  no commander i s  f i r i n g  on any popula ted  a r e a  
p a r t i c u l a r l y .  Genera l ly ,  it is  t h e  t ra i l s ,  i n t e r d i c t i o n  of t r a i l s  
and t h i n g s  of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  But o p e r a t i o n s  can be run i n t o  t h a t .  
These a r e  normally coord ina ted  o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  ARVN. A t  
l e a s t ,  t h i s  was beginning back about t h i s  t ime  w i t h  t h e  2d Divi-
s ion .  I n  t h e  j o i n t  o p e r a t i o n  which we had b u i l t  up now t o  t h e  
p o i n t  where we had synonymous a r e a s  of o p e r a t i o n  and t h e  c o l l o -
c a t i o n  of headqua r t e r s .  Co l loca t ion  on f i r e  bases  i n  t h a t  a r e a  

. 	 b r i n g s  i n ,  of cou r se ,  t h e  prov ince  governments,  and I am speaking  
now of only  t h e  f r e e - f i r e  a r e a s ,  and they  i n  t u r n  work w i t h  
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t h e  c i v i c  a c t i o n ,  t h e  G5 o p e r a t i o n ,  which hand le s  r e fugees .  
Now, i n  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  f r i e n d l y  a r e a s ,  t h e s e  a r e  c l o s e l y  con-
t r o l l e d ,  and any f i r i n g  done i n  t h a t  a r e a  must have t h e  e x p l i -  
c i t  approva l  of t h e  prov ince  o f f i c i a l  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h a t  p a r t i -  
c u l a r  a r e a  p r i o r  t o  i t s  be ing  accomplished. The movement of 
f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  i s  c o n t r o l l e d  and coo rd ina t ed ,  
s o  t h i s  i s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  t ype  of a r e a .  

Q. Would you expec t  i n  VC-controlled a r e a s  t o  w i l l y -  

n i l l y  put h a r r a s s i n g  f i r e  on v i l l a g e s ,  hamle ts  for example? 


A. No, sir.  Those a r e  n o t  t h e  t a r g e t s  a t  a l l .  The 
t a r g e t s  of i n t e r d i c t i o n  f i r e s  a r e  t h e  t r a i l s  normally l e a d i n g  
i n  from t h e  mountains,  where t h e  r e g u l a r  f o r c e s  a r e ,  i n  s t a g -  
i n g  a r e a s ,  o r  i n  t h e i r  b ivouac and a r e  done t o  p rec lude  two 
t h i n g s .  One is  t h e  movement of r e g u l a r  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  lower 
a r e a s ,  t h e  popula ted  a r e a s .  Secondly, t o  p rec lude  o r  t o  in -  
t e r d i c t ,  i f  p o s s i b l e ,  movement of s u p p l i e s  o u t  of t h e  c o a s t a l  
p l a i n s  i n t o  t h e  mountains. But,  no, s i r ,  I do n o t  know of 
any p o l i c y  o r  any f e e l i n g  t h a t  .you can ,  w i thou t  q u e s t i o n ,  f i r e  
on any v i l l a g e  o r  any i n d i v i d u a l .  The r u l e s  of engagement 
s t a t e  t h a t  i f  you a r e  f i r e d  -upon you may r e t u r n  f i r e ,  b u t  you 
a r e  n o t  t o  f i r e ,  wi thout  p rovoca t ion ,  i n t o  a popula ted  c e n t e r ,  
r e g a r d l e s s .  

Q. Did you have t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  gunship p i l o t  o r  
s o l d i e r  would g i v e  t h e  same c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  somebody coming 
o u t  of a v i l l a g e  du r ing  an o p e r a t i o n  i n  a .VC-cont ro l led  a r e a  
t h a t  he might g i v e  i n  GVN-controlled' a r e a s ?  

A. S i r ,  i n  my op in ion ,  I have a h igh  r ega rd  f o r  t h e  
American s o l d i e r .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  any man who is worthy 
of be ing  c a l l e d  a s o l d i e r  would a r b i t r a r i l y  go down and shoot  
somebody j u s t  f o r  t h e  sake of shoo t ing  somebody. This  i s  

' j u s t  t h e  way I f e e l  'about t h e  American f i g h t i n g  man. I have 
never s een  t h i s  happen, and it i s  hard  f o r  me t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
it would happen. Now, I a m  n o t  s ay ing  t h a t  it couldn ' t .  hap- 
pen. I a m  n o t  s ay ing  t h a t  a t  a l l ,  b u t ,  I have n o t  s een  it. 

(1. Might it be f a i r  t o  say t h a t  i f  it d i d  happen, t h a t  
t h e r e  would be a reason  for i t --something t h a t  had b u i l t  up 
t h a t  might r e s u l t  i n  .something l i k e  t h a t ?  
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A. I can g i v e  you a case  i n  p o i n t ,  n o t  i n  my own u n i t  
a r e a ,  b u t  an aqua in tance  of mine who by chance had a newspaper r e -
p o r t e r  w i t h  him a t  t h e  t ime ,  f l y i n g  i n  h i s  command h e l i c o p t e r .  
They were f l y i n g  o v e r  a v i l l a g e ,  A man r a n  from t h e  v i l l a g e .  
He had a AK-47 i n  h i s  hands.  H e  was k i l l e d ,  and t h e  r e p o r t e r  
asked why d i d  he s h o o t  him i f  he wasn '.t s h o o t i n g  a t  them. I t  
was p o i n t e d  o u t  t o  t h e  newspaper man t h a t  i f  he had reached 
t h i s  t r e e  l i n e  t h a t  t h e  chopper may n o t  have flown much f u r t h e r .  
H e  had p r o t e c t i o n  and he could have opened up a t  t h a t  p o i n t .  
That  i s  j u s t  an example. But,  t h e  answer t o  it i s ,  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  they would f i r e  w i thou t  some p rovoca t ion ,  

Q e  Well,  i n  a VC a r e a ,  and f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r  even i n  GVN-
c o n t r o l l e d  a r e a ,  i f  you a r e  o p e r a t i n g  i n  an a r e a  where you know 
f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s  a r e  n o t  o p e r a t i n g ,  and you s e e  someone w i t h  a 
weapon, I t h i n k  it i s  q u i t e  normal t o  t a k e  them under£ i re .  I 
can unders tand  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  q u i t e  w e l l .  But ,  I a m  n o t  t h i n k i n g  
s o  much about  a s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h a t  as I am of a psychology t h a t  
may have b u i l t  up i n  people  f o r  a l e a s t  a g iven  p e r i o d  of t i m e  t o  
cause them t o  t a k e  s t r o n g e r  r e p r e s s i v e  a c t i o n  t h a n  would be  takp-1 
under a normal s i t u a t i o n .  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  you would have a psychology of a 

l a r g e  group. I won ' t  speak f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  because I happen 

t o  be t h e  s e n i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  on a case  subsequent  

i n  t h e  A m ~ r i c a l  D iv i s ion  i n  which i n d i v i d u a i s  were involved .  

With any un i t - - I  might p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  i n  t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  was some 30 t o  35 days i n  coming t o  l i g h t ,  

and a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i o n  was t aken  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  very  s t r i n g e n t  

a c t i o n .  But, a s  f a r  as your  q u e s t i o n ,  s i r ,  I do n o t  b e l i e v e  

t h a t  a l a r g e  u n i t  psychology could be b u i l t  up because of t h e  

t u rnove r  of pe r sonne l ,  new commanders coming i n  w i t h  f r e s h  

i d e a s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e  impact  upon a commander of a group 

of men from s e r i o u s  l o s s e s .  For example, bobby t r a p s  and 


. 	mines c r e a t e d  h a v o c a m o n g  ou r  people  f o r  q u i t e  awh i l e ,  t o  
t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  we f i n a l l y  gave up p e r m i t t i n g  t h e  u n i t s  t o  go 
into t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  on t h e  ground. W e  would e i t h e r  
combat a s s a u l t  t h e  men for  a s p e c i f i c  l i m i t e d  o b j e c t i v e  sweep 
a c t i o n ,  o r  w e  would send i n  c a v a l r y  t r a c k s ,  But y e t ,  t h e r e  
w a s  no b a s i c  psychology on t h i s ,  because t h i s  was a weapon 
system of t h e  VC,  and it was unders tood t h a t  way. 

Q . Wi-th t h e  combination of t h e  booby traps and having 
s u f f e r e d  l a r g e  nurribers of c a s u a l t i e s  from t h e s e  booby t r a p s ,  and 
r ecogn iz ing  t h a t  you might encounte r  a l a r g e  f o r c e ,  i n  your  
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judgment, would a combination of t h e s e  f a c t o r s  p u t  r i g h t  i n t o  
a group of t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  t a k e  extremely s t r o n g  r e p r e s s i v e  
a c t i o n .  L e t ' s  p u t  it t h i s  way, unusual  a c t i o n ?  

A. General ,  I c a n ' t  b e l i e v e  it. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  Army 
i s  b u i l t  t h a t  way. I n d i v i d u a l  a c t i o n  I can s e e ,  b u t  a s  f a r  a s  . 

having a l a r g e  group of American s o l d i e r s  a l l  come up wi th  t h e  
same r e a c t i o n ,  p e r s o n a l l y  it would be most d i f f i c u l t  f o r  m e  t o  
b e l i e v e .  

Q. Well, it nee'd n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t a k e  a  whole group,  b u t  
we a r e  t a l k i n g  i n  t h e  neighborhood of q u i t e  a l a r g e  number of 
people  t h a t  may have been k i l l e d  u n n e c e s s a r i l y .  This  i s  t h e  
k ind  of t h i n g  t h a t  I am g e t t i n g  a t .  I am f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h i s  

psychos i s  t h a t  deve lops ,  f e a r  t h a t  develops from t h e s e  booby 

t r a p s ,  and I know what it i s  because I had a comparable s i t u -  

a t i o n  down where Colonel  FRANKLIN and General.BARNES were 

ope ra t ing .  General  BARNES was no t  commanding t h e n ,  b u t  I 

remember w e l l  t h e  r e a c t i o n  of t h e  173d Brigade t o  some of  

t h e s e  a r e a s  where we were l o s i n g  f o u r ,  f i v e ,  and s i x  men a 

day. I t  was a  horrendous s i t u a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h a t  b r i g a d e  f o r  

sometime, and t h i s  is t h e  k ind  of psychology,  p sycho log ica l  

r e a c t i o n ,  t h a t  I am t a l k i n g ' a b o u t .  W e l l ,  I t h i n k  w e  have 

gone i n t o  t h i s  enough. 


MR MACCRATE: When d i d  you beg in  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  morning and 

evening b r i e f i n g  s e s s i o n s  on a r e g u l a r  b a s i s ?  


A. I f  you mean i n t e l l i g e n t l y ,  s i r ,  probably about 

2 weeks a f t e r  I a r r i v e d .  However, I was i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d  

a c t u a l l y  s t a r t i n g  t h e  n i g h t  t h a t  I a r r i v e d ,  a l though  I had no 

r e a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  u n t i l  1 r e c e i v e d  my o r i e n t a t i o n .  


Q. (Receiving E x h i b i t  M-9 from r e c o r d e r )  Genera l ,  I 
. 	 show you E x h i b i t  M-9, which i s  a communication from t h e  commanding 

g e n e r a l  o f , t h e  America1 Div i s ion ,  d a t e d  2 4  March 1968, and 
would ask you i f  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  a d i s c u s s i o n  
concerning t h a t  communication a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  it was be ing  
prepared  o r  a t  t h e  t ime it w a s  d i s t r i b u t e d ?  

A. ( A f t e r  reviewing document) No, I would say  t h a t  

t h e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  and t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of b u i l t - u p  a r e a s  and t h e  

s e c u r i t y  of t h e  people  i n  them from promiseuous o p e r a t i o n s ,  
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promiscuous f i r e s ,  and s o  on, was a con t inu ing  s o r t  of 
di .scussion.  A s  I r e c a l l ,  it is because we a r e  g e t t i n g  
p u b l i c a t i o n s  o u t  of MACV, I11 MAF, a l l  t h e  t ime.  There 
a r e  province CORDS d i s c u s s i o n s  about  t h i s  i n  t h a t  a r ea .  
A s  f a r  a s  be ing  a b l e  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  I was involved  i n  
t h i s  s p e c i f i c  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h i s ,  I c a n ' t  p u t  my f i n g e r  
on it, s i r .  However, I am s u r e  t h a t  it w a s  d i scussed  

. with t h e  s t a f f  and I probably was p r e s e n t .  But,  I--
t h i s  was a con t inu ing  t h i n g ,  and I wou ldn ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
quote  t h i s  h e r e  on t h i s  p i e c e  of paper .  But I am s u r e  
G5 was i n  on i t ,  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  probably t h e  A D C ' s  
i f  t hey  happened t o  be t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e  of d i s c u s s i o n  
of t h i s  b e f o r e  it was publ i shed .  

Q .  But you have no r e c o l l e c t i o n s  t h a t  about a week 
a f t e r  you a r r i v e d  t h e r e  was a s p e c i a l  mention of t h e  need 
f o r  sending o u t  such communications, c e r t a i n  c i rcumstances  
t h a t  were then  be ing  d i scussed  a t  headqua r t e r s?  

A. No, I would n o t  say t h a t  I have a s p e c i a l  re-
c o l l e c t i o n  of it, no, s ir .  A s  I would p o i n t  o u t ,  I had 
e i t h e r  j u s t  co,mpleted my o r i e n t a t i o n  v i s i t s  around t o  t h e  
u n i t s ,  about  t h e  t ime t h a t  t h i s  was d a t e d ,  s o ,  I could 
have o r  could  n o t  have been p r e s e n t .  To s p e c i f i c a l l y  
look a t  something l i k e  t h i s ;  t h i s  would n o t  be a normal 
t h i n g  t o  r e q u i r e  a  concen t r a t ed  a t t endance  r e a l l y .  This  
i s  something t h a t  would be d i scussed  g e n e r a l l y ;  op in ions  
would be asked,  b u t  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a s i n g l e  meeting 
where everyone would be brought  t o g e t h e r  and it would 
be d i scussed .  

Q Do you remember having sden t h e  document be fo re?  

A. Y e s ,  I t h i n k  I have seen  it. J u s t  l i k e  eve ry th ing  
e l s e ,  it i s  l i k e  one of many a long  t h e  same o b j e c t  t h a t  you 
s e e  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  I t  i s  a d i v i s i o n  p u b l i c a t i o n .  I u s u a l l y  
g o t  a l l  of them i n  $he morning d i s t r i b u t i o n  and I would read  
them, 

Q - But you have no s p e c i a l  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h i s  
p a . r t i c u l a r  document? 

A. No. The only t h i n g  which i s  d i f f e r e n t ,  perhaps ,  
from any o t h e r  one t h a t  you would s e e  i s  t h e  r e c e n t  emphasis 
on t h e  WA/VC o b j e c t i v e  of s e i z i n g  c o n t r o l  of hamle ts ,  v i l l a g e s ,  
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and towns, which c a l l s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  an a c t i o n  which we a r e  
going t o  emphasize on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  an a c t i o n  of t h e i r  own. 
I am t r y i n g  t o  remember, t h e r e  may have Seen--when d i d  t h e  
Koreans have t h e i r  f i g h t ?  Was t h a t  much l a t e r ,  s 4 r ?  During 
t h e  s e i z u r e  of  t h a t  town on t h e  c o a s t  by t h e  NVA and they  
had to-- 

10: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t h i n k  t h a t  it must have been,  
General  GALLOWAY, because they  had been up t o  t h e  n o r t h  
of t h i s  a r e a  and had n o t  much b e f o r e  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  took 
p l a c e ,  moved o u t  t h e i r  ' f i r e  base .  What do you c a l l  i t ?  
Mo Duc, I think--

A, ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No. They were a t  f i r e  base  
D o t t i e ,  j u s t  n o r t h .  W e l l ,  it wasn I D o t t i e ;  it was no r tht 

of D o t t i e .  The 2d ROK Marine Brigade had moved o u t  
j u s t  p r i o r  t o  my a r r i v a l .  Well ,  I won ' t  s ay  s p e c i f i -  
c a l l y  t h a t  I have seen  i t ,  b u t  I w i l l  say t h a t  I prob-
ab ly  have s e e n  it because it is p a r t  of d i s t r i b u t i o n .  
But I would p l a c e  no s p e c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  on it, and 
I would n o t  have a t  t h e  t ime.  ' I  w i l l  make t h a t  
s t a t e m e n t, sir .  

MR MACCRATE: You r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  complaints  
were showing up a l l  t h e  t ime and had t o  be e v a l u a t e d  
w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  noncombatants be ing  h i t  by a r t i l l e r y  
o r  presumably caught  i n  t h e  c o n f l i c t  i n  some way. 
What I was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a s c e r t a i n i n g  was when such 
complaints  came i n ,  how w a s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  as-
s igned  a t  headqua r t e r s  f o r  t h e i r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and 
e v a l u a t i o n  and r e p o r t ?  

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  want you t o  misunders tand my 
s t a t e m e n t  r ega rd ing  t h i s .  Some of t h e s e  d e a l t  n o t  
w i th  people  b u t  w i t h a t e r r a i n ,  and where a r e p o r t  would 
come, in  t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  was i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
a r e a  when, r e a l l y ,  t h a t  a r e a  w a s  n o t  t o  be f i r e d  upon 
by a r t i l l e r y ;  t h i s  i s  what I am say ing .  But  no one 
was h u r t .  This  i s  a l l  t o g e t h e r .  Another t y p e  of re-
p o r t  would be t h a t  a gunship f i r e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  and 
perhaps a  person w a s  wounded. More l i k e l y  t h e y  w e r e n ' t ,  
b u t  it was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a v i l l a g e  was b e i n g  s t r a f e d  
f o r  example--this type  of a l l e g a t i o n .  Another a l l e g a t i o n  
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which would come i n  would be through VC-fed a l l e g a t i o n s  
j u s t  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  normal harassments  which they a r e  s o  prone 
t o  do, Then, a s  a g e n e r a l  r u l e ,  depending upon t h e  circum-
s t a n c e s ,  t h e  commander of t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  e lement  involved 
would make t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I n  t h e  ca se  of a r t i l l e r y ,  t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  commander would f i n d  i n  t h e  l o g s  t h e  c o o r d i n a t e s ,  
t h e  f i r e  c o o r d i n a t e s ,  f o r  that p a r t i c u l a r  p e r i o d  a l l e g e d  and 
t a l k  t o  t h e  s a f e t y  o f f i c e r  and s o  on,  and de te rmine  t h a t  
a c t u a l l y  a  gun d i d  f i r e  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  o r  d i d  n o t  f i r e  i n t o  
t h i s  a r ea .  The same wi th  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r .  
his i s  t h e  way t h e  s t a f f  was used.  Now, on a major i n -

c i d e n t ,  wi th  which General  PEERS i s  obvious ly  f a m i l i a r ,  
an i n c i d e n t  t h a t  happened i n  l a t e  June  was a s p e c i a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  an A r t i c l e  32 i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  conducted by 
t h e  commander of t h e  suppor t  command. 1 w a s  t h e  moni tor  
on t h a t .  

Q. So f a r  a s  t h e s e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t h a t  d o n ' t  reach 
t h a t  l e v e l  of s e r i o u s n e s s ,  t h e  p re l imina ry  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
t o  which you r e f e r r e d ,  t h e s e  would be handled through t h e  
command at - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Command l e ~ e l s ,y e s ,  s i r .  

Q And you a l s o  r e f e r r e d  t o ,  I t h i n k  you i n i t i a l l y
desc r ibed  it as having heard  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of a 
gunship opera t ion- -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I f  you r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  I s a i d  
t h a t  it was my impress ion a t  t h e  t ime t h i s  was mention-
ed,  and I would n o t  p u t  my f i n g e r  on where I hea rd  t h i s .  
I t  was my impress ion  t h a t  it was a gunship t y p e  o p e r a t i o n ,  
b u t  I cannot  s p e c i f i c a l l y  say t h a t  t h a t  i s  what it w a s .  

. Q. I f  it weqe a gunship o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  was be ing
i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  by whom under t h i s  s t a f f  d i v i s i o n  of re-
s p o n s i b i l i t y  would t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be r e c e i v e d ?  

A. I t  could have come under a c t u a l l y  two people  
a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t i m e .  It could have been t h e  d i v i s i o n  
a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  who had been t o l d  t o  look i n t o  t h i s  and 
come back w i t h  a r e p o r t  t o  t h e  commander, o r  it could  
have been a b r i g a d e  commander who a c t u a l l y  c o n t r o l l e d  
c e r t a i n  gunship r e s o u r c e s  under h i s  d i r e c t  c o n t r o l ,  
This  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  i n  ca ses  of  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade,  s ir .  
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Q .  Who w a s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  d u r i n g  t h i s  
pe r iod?  

A. During t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p e r i o d  I r e c a l l ,  Colonel  

HOLLADAY, t h e  commander of t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  


Q .  Did you e v e r  h e a r  of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of a 
war ran t  o f f i c e r  of an a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n  d u r i n g  t h i s  per -  
i od  of t ime ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  your a r r i v a l ?  

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l ,  no,  s i r .  

9. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any charges  having been made 
- a g a i n s t  a  war ran t  o f f i c e r  f o r  any a c t i v i t y ?  I am n o t  
s ay ing  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s ,  b u t  I am very i n t e r e s t e d  t o  know 
whether you e v e r  heard  it sugges ted  t h a t  th.e w a r r a n t  
o f f i c e r ,  t h e  member of t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ,  had 
been g u i l t y  of some a c t i o n  t h a t  might w a r r a n t  inves- 

t i g a t i o n ?  


A. N o ,  my memory does n o t  s e r v e  m e  on t h a t  one,  

s i r .  


I0: Genera l  GALLOWAY, i n  your p re sence  I would l i k e  
t o  e l a b o r a t e  on one s t a t emen t  t h a t  I made t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  
it was n o t  m i s i n t e r p r e t e d .  A few minutes ago ,  I i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  I was f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h i s  p sychos i s ,  a f e a r  p sychos i s  
which may develop because of mines and booby t r a p s ,  and 
I r e l a t e d  an a r e a  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  i n  I Corps,  where 
t h e  173d Brigade w a s  r e c e i v i n g ,  and t h e  ARVN u n i t s  t h a t  
were a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  them were r e c e i v i n g ,  a  l a r g e  number 
of c a s u a l t i e s  k i l l e d  and wounded by v a r i o u s  k ind  of 
booby t r a p s ,  g renades ,  exp los ives  up t o  1 0 5  t o  155,  and 
i n  c a s e s ,  8-inch a r t i l l e r y  rounds which had been used 
f o r  booby t r a p  purpases  and mines. My p o i n t  i n  b r ing -  
i n g  t h i s  o u t  was on ly  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  f e a r  p sychos i s  
o r  psychology t h a t  can be developed on mines;  n o t  
t o  b r i n g  o u t  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  because of t h i s  t hey  took 
r e p r e s s i v e  a c t i o n  and f i r e d  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  i n t o  
c i v i l i a n s .  That  was n o t  t h e  purpose.  The purpose 
was only  t o  b r i n g  o u t  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  had t o  d e a l  w i th  
t h e  morale of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and t h e  psychology of 
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the  i n d i v i d u a l  concerned. A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
t h a t  I am r e f e r r i n g  t o  I thought  was handled extremely w e l l .  
I d i d  want t o  make t h a t  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  s o  t h e r e  would be no 
misunderstanding of it. 

A. I f  you would permi t  me, s i r ,  I might make a 
comment about  t h e  problem of mines i n  o u r  a r e a  which reached 
a  peak i n  May of 1968 i n  which 9 3  p e r c e n t ,  i f  I remember w e l l ,  
of t h e  d i v i s i o n  c a s u a l t i e s  could be a t t r i b u t e d  d i r e c t l y  
t o  mines and booby t r a p s  in - - I  w i l l  p o i n t  it o u t  t o  you on 
t h e  map i f  I may (point ' ing t o  E x h i b i t  MAP-1) i n  t h e  a r e a  of 
t h e - - a c t u a l l y  from t h e r e  t o  h e r e  back t o  t h e  highway. W e  c a l l e d  
it a t  t h a t  t ime t h e  Batangan Operat ion o r  a r e a  of o p e r a t '~ l o n .  
A s  I s a y ,  it was May t h a t  t h a t  c a s u a l t y  f i g u r e - - i t  i s  
a l s o  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  48th VC Ba t t a l i on - - they  moved 
i n  and o u t  of t h e r e  wi th  what we thought  was a larming 
freedom. Also,  they  had a  p o r t i o n  of t h e  107th  B a t t a l i o n  
which i s  an a n t i t a n k  and a n t i a i r c r a f t  b a t t a l i o n .  

Q. Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  major u n i t s  t h a t  you can 
r e c a l l  i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. The 38th B a t t a l i o n  ope ra t ed  s o u t h  of t h e  r i v e r ,  
down i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  Mo Duc a r e a .  

Q. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  some local ,  f o r c e ,  
companies--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, s i r ,  t h e r e  w e r e  s m a l l  l o c a l  
f o r c e  u n i t s .  I w a s  speak ing  on ly  of t h e  major f o r c e s  i n  t h e  
a r ea .  

MR MACCRATE: General ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  it would be h e l p f u l  i f  
w e  could have your  op in ion  of Colonel  HOLLADAY and t h e  man- 
n e r  i n  which he d i scha rged  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of command. 
I n  due cou r se ,  I w o k d  assume sometime a f t e r  t h e  middle 
of arch; you would have come t o  know him q u i t e  w e l l ,  and 
t o  s e e  him q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y .  Was he r e p o r t i n g  t o  you i n  
t h a t  p e r i o d  of t ime?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  He r e p o r t e d  t o  ,me up u n t i l - - w e l l ,  I 
say  he  r e p o r t e d  t o  me, b u t  it was a  d u a l  f u n c t i o n .  The 
o p e r a t i o n a l  a s p e c t s  of h i s  company he would r e p o r t  t o  t h e  
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o p e r a t i o n s  ADC. H e  r e p o r t e d  t o  m e  and t r i e d  t o  keep m e  up 

t o  d a t e ,  p r i m a r i l y  because  I r a t e d  him. But he  had a d u a l  

r e p o r t  r equ i rement  t h e r e .  


I 0 : How w a s  i t ,  Genera l  GALLOWAY, t h a t  you r a t e d  

Colonel  HENDERSON? 


A. I. r a t e , d  Colonel  HENDERSON? 

10:  Tha t  w a s  t h e  ques t ion- -  

MR MACCRATE: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  was HOLLADAY. 

10: I am s o r r y ,  I though t  it was HENDERSON. 

A. The only  p o i n t  i n  t i m e  i n  my s e r v i c e  t h a t  I would 
have been i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  observe  HENDERSON was i n  t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e  o p e r a t i o n  a t  Quang Ngai C i t y ,  i n  t h e  mountains when h i s  
b r i g a d e  w a s  under  my command and he  was t h e  depu ty  commander. 
Th is  i s  t h e  on ly  t i m e  t h a t  I w a s  e v e r  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  
1 1 t h  Br igade  i n  an o f f i c i a l ,  t e c h n i c a l  s e n s e .  I am speak-
i ng  of  command. 

Q.  Would you p l e a s e  r e p e a t  f o r  my s a k e  and t h e  s ake  

o f  t h e  r e c o r d  your  impre s s ion  o f  Colonel  HOLLADAY? 


A. I had n o t  g iven  an impre s s ion  of  Colone l  HOLLADAY 
y e t ,  sir. Colone l  HOLLADAY--it i s  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  ve ry  good 
t o  g e t  i n t o  p e r s o n a l i t i e s - - b u t  Colonel  HOLLADAY i s  n o t  t h e  
b e s t  o f f i c e r  t h a t  I have e v e r  known and he i s  n o t  t h e  wor s t .  
I t h i n k  t h a t  he  d i d  a p r e t t y  f a i r  job .  H e  had c e r t a i n  
l e a d e r s h i p  weaknesses.  H i s  u n i t  a t  one p o i n t  i n  t i m e ,  
because  o f  c e r t a i n  r e g u l a t i o n s  which he was imposing,  
had some problems w i t h  d i s c i p l i n e - - r e a c t i o n  conce rn ing  
t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  which had t o  be s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t .  Th is  
i s  my impress ion  of Colonel  HOLLADAY. 

' M R  MACCRATE: Could Lou be any more s p e c i f i c  abou t  d i s -  
c i p l i n e  problems o r  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  were c r e a t i n g  
t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  problems? 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1052 h o u r s ,  13  December 

1969) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1055 hour s ,  13 December 
1969.) 

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: A l l  pe rsons  who w e r e  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  

recessed a r e  aga in  p r e s e n t .  


A. I s h a l l  con t inue  on that .  s i r .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  t he  
whole i n c i d e n t ,  n o t  i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  t h e  p e r i o d  t h a t  I ' m  t a l k i n g  
about ,  t h e r e  w a s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  u n r e s t  among t h e  e n l i s t e d  
personne l  of t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  This  came t o  m e  p r i m a r i l y  
through noncommissioned o f f i c e r  con tac t - - the  s e r g e a n t  major 
of t h e  d i v i s i o n .  I n  t a l k i n g  w i t h  some of t h e  peop le ,  it 
became obvious t h a t  t h e r e  were problems i n  t h e  a v i a t i o n  
b a t t a l i o n .  The f i r s t  problem, of cou r se ,  w a s  t h e i r  housing.  
I t  w a s n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  good a t  t h a t  p o i n t  i n  t ime .  They had 
been p u t  t o g e t h e r  as an a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n  and given a 
l o c a t i o n  and t h e  housing would be improved. That  was one 
p o i n t .  The second p o i n t  and probably more s i g n i f i c a n t  was 
t h e r e  was a growing f e e l i n g  among t h e  e n l i s t e d  pe r sonne l  
and q u i t e  a few of t h e  noncommissioned o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n ,  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a " c l i q u e "  a t  t h e  t o p  of t h e  
b a t t a l i o n ,  which c e r t a i n  members of t h i s  command " c l i q u e "  
so t o  speak--General PEERS c e r t a i n l y  i s  f a m i l i a r  on how 
t h e s e  sometimes grow--were no t  be ing  f a i r  t o  t h o s e  below 
and showing f a v o r i t i s m  i n  many a r e a s .  This  was n o t - - t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n  was growing, and I w i l l  say t h a t  Colonel  HOLLADAY 
d i d  n o t  have a g r a s p  on t h a t  s i t u a t i o n ,  and it took  some 
counse l ing  t o  g e t  him t o  d i g  i n  and g e t  t o  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  
and g e t  it s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t .  Now, it was d i f f i c u l t  t o  do 
because,  r e a l l y ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  s a t i s f y  some of  t h e  complaints  
t h a t  w e r e  be ing  d i scussed  e i t h e r  r i g h t f u l l y  or wrong-
f u l l y  as f a r  as j u s t i f i c a t i o n  was concerned,  which was 

. 	growing i n  f e e l i n g  i,n t h e  u n i t ,  i n  my o p i n i o n ,  a t  t h e  
t i m e ,  it would have meant probably f i r i n g  two o r  t h r e e  
o f f i c e r s  ' and two, t h r e e ,  o r  f o u r  NCO I s .  Colonel  HOLLADAY 
d i d  u l t i m a t e l y  g e t  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  back t o  an even k e e l ,  
b u t ,  a s  I s a y ,  w e  a p p l i e d  p r e s s u r e  f o r  him t o  t a k e  t h i s  
a c t i o n ,  and he d i d  n o t ,  t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  r e l i e v e  anyone. 
H e  d i d  move some people  a s  I r e c a l l ,  and t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
u l t i m a t e l y  became ag reeab le  aga in  as' f a r  a s  t h e  command 
s t r u c t u r e  w a s  concerned.  
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MR MACCRATE: What were t h e  s e v e r a l  b a t t a l i o n s  involved? 
Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. Well,  I would say t h a t  t h i s  was conf ined  mainly 
t o  t h e  123d. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any of  them be ing  a f f z c t e d  o u t  
on o t h e r  a v i a t i o n  u n i t s .  Of cou r se ,  w e  d i d  n o t  have any o t h e r  
a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n s .  W e  had a t t a c h e d  a v i a t i o n  companies. 

9 The 123d--cer ta in  o f f i c e r s .  Would you d e s c r i b e  
t h e  " c l i q u e " ?  I t h i n k  it becomes r e l e v a n t  t o  us  t o  have some 
specif icat ion--names s o . t h a t  we can-.+ 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  S i r ,  I wish I could g i v e  you t h e  
names, b u t  I c a n ' t  remember them. 

Q .  Do you e v e r  'remember meeting a -Majo r  WATKE? 

A.' WATKE ? 

Q *  W-A-T-K-E. 

I r e c a l l  t h a t  name, I t h i n k .  

10: I t h i n k  one of t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g s  t h a t  might be used 
t o  c l a r i f y  what you a r e  s ay ing ,  General  GALLOWAY, i s  t o  in-
d i c a t e  about  t h e  t ime pe r iod  you w e r e  speak ing  o f .  

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  w a s  when I u l t i m a t e l y  w a s  t o l d ,  r e a l l y  
by General  YOUNG, t h a t  I would be a t  t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n ,  
and he had t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  co in .  I had t h e  suppor t  
s i d e  and he had t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  c o i n ,  and t h i s  s i t u a -
t i o n ,  l e t ' s  see, it would probably be mid-April ,  May--early 
May, o r  sometime when t h i n g s  f i n a l l y  came i n t o  focus  s o  f a r  
as I was concerned.  Now, it appears  t o  be a long  t i m e ,  b u t  
it i s  n o t  a l l  t h a t  easy t o  g e t  a f e e l  f o r  t h e  u n i t  and s o  

'on,  and I po in t ed  o u t  e a r l i e r  i n  my tes t imony t h a t  I s p e n t ,  
I t h i n k  it was approximately  2 weeks s i t t i n g  upon a promo-
t i o n  board f o r  s e n i o r  noncommissioned o f f i c e r s .  This w a s  
r i g h t  a f t e r  I a r r i v e d .  This w a s  a p o s i t i o n  g iven  t o  me by 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, s o  a l l  of  t h i s  would, perhaps ,  de l ay  
what I had been doing.  

Q e Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of--you s a i d  t h a t  
t he  in format ion  come t o  you through s e n i o r  noncoms? 
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A. I t  f i l t e r e d  up. General  PEERS i s  q u i t e  f a m i l i a r  

wi th  t h i s .  You have t h e  d i v i s i o n  s e r g e a n t  major and o t h e r  

s e r g e a n t s  major a s  sounding boards .  A problem which i s  

d i r e c t l y  impacted upon t h e  e n l i s t e d  r anks ,  you nc-mally 

hea r  about  it i n  t h i s  channel  f a s t e r  t han  you would through 

any o t h e r  channe l s ,  and t h i s  i s  t h e  primary--the s e r g e a n t  

ma jo r ' s  program is  n o t  des igned t o  spy on commanders, b u t  

it i s  des igned  t o  p r o t e c t  and t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f ,  recommend, 

and adv i se  on e n l i s t e d  problems. So t h i s  i s  t h e  channel  

t h a t  it would come up f a s t e r ,  


Q - Do you remember any complaints  about  f a i l u r e  t o  
s t a n d  behind members of t h e  u n i t ?  Anything of t h a t  k ind ,  s i r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember it i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  your  put-  
t i n g  it. I do remember t h a t  t h e r e  was a  l a c k  of suppor t  
f o r  t h e  u n i t ;  and a t  t h e  t i m e  t h i s  suppor t  added up t o  work- 
i n g  hours ,  promotion,  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  and perhaps  some 
people  were be ing  r e q u i r e d  t o  work longe r  t h a n  o t h e r  people.  
Things of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c s .  
Now, t h e r e  w a s  a l o t  of i n t e r change  which you g e t  rumor-
wise ,  b u t  you c a n ' t  r e a l l y  p u t  your f i n g e r  on it. That 
he d o e s n ' t  l i k e  me s o  he i s n ' t  going t o  do any th ing  f o r  me, 
t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  approach it from 
t h e  p o i n t  of view of going i n  and commanding t h e  u n i t .  
I d i d  it from t h e  p o i n t  of view of counse l ing  HOLLADAY, and 
I t h i n k  a l l  of t h e  command elements  g o t  i n  on t h i s  p i c t u r e .  

8 a Did he a t  t h e  same t ime i n d i c a t e  some d i f f i c u l - 

t i e s  t h a t  he might be having which he was perhaps  advanc-

i n g  by ways of j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  problems he was en-

counte r ing?  Do you remember anyth ing  coming from him by 

way of response? 


. .A. You're t e s t i n g  my memory p r e t t y  w e l l ,  s ir .  

Q. I a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t .  

A. I would h e s i t a t e  t o  answer t h a t  M r .  MACCRATE. 

I know t h a t  he had c e r t a i n  problems. D e f i n i t e l y  mainte-  

nance problems and problems of working f o r  t h i s  man and 

be ing  r a t e d  by t h i s  man and I know t h a t .  He c e r t a i n l y  

had d e f i n i t e  problems wi th  t h e  a v i a t i o n  e lements  of t h e  

b r i g a d e s  which h e ,  i n  h i s  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  h a t ,  
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had j u r i s d i c t i o n  ove r ,  pol icy-wise  and s o  on.  But he would 
ha.ve d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  t h o s e  a r e a s  wi th  c o n t r o l  and t h e  neces-
s a r y  t e c h n i c a l  a v i a t i o n  s i d e  of i t ,  b u t  o t h e r  t h a t  t h a t ,  I 
would h e s i t a t e  t o '  go any f u r t h e r  t han  t h a t  b e c a u s l  my mem-
ory  i s  n o t  t h a t  c e r t a i n .  

Q.  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Colonel  HOLLADAY 
complaining a t  any t ime about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  he may 
have i n i t i a t e d ?  That  no th ing  seemed t o  be coming of i t ?  

A. No, I certain1.y d o n ' t ,  sir .  Something twinges  
a t  my memory, b u t  I c a n ' t  p u t  my f i n g e r  on it i n  t h i s  a r e a .  
Not i n  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  b i t  a t  a l l .  

Q. You say  " twinges"  a t  your memory. That  " twinges"  
a t  my c u r i o s i t y .  

A, I would h e s t i t a t e  to--with t h e  " twinging" a s  I 
C 
r2-

cal l  it--I h e s t i t a t e  t o  make any d e f i n i t i v e  comment on it. P 
I j u s t  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  e x a c t  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  you o u t l i n e d .  U 
I might p o i n t  o u t  one o t h e r  t h i n g  a long  w i t h  what was 
s a i d  be fo re .  The a v i a t i o n  suppor t ing  t h e  l l t h  Brigade 
were p h y s i c a l l y  s t a t i o n e d  a t  t h e  l l t h  Brigade a r e a  a t  Duc 
Pho, and t h i s  added t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  which I mentioned 
b e f o r e ,  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  c o o r d i n a t i o n  and g e n e r a l  
a v i a t i o n  s u p e r v i s i o n .  

Q .  The 176th was l o c a t e d  a t  Chu ~ a iand 174 a t  Duc Pho? 

A. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  They had good f a c i l i t i e s .  
They had an a i r f i e l d  down t h e r e ,  and it was r e a l l y  a f ea s -
i b l e  way of p u t t i n g  up t h e  a s s e t s  because t h e  a r e a  of  op-
e r a t i o n  was of c o n s i d e r a b l e  l e n g t h  and provided  b e t t e r  re-
spons iveness  toward t h e  a v i a t i o n  a s s e t s .  

Q. .May I " twinge"  your memory j u s t  a b i t  more? Was 
it eve r  c a l l e d  t o  your  a t t e n t i o n  by members o f - - e s p e c i a l l y  
t h e  aero-scout  u n i t  of t h e  123d, t h a t  t h e s e  men had been 
advised  n o t  t o  t a l k  about  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q Did you e v e r  n o t i c e  a degree  of resen tment  on t h e  
p a r t  of t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h i n  t h a t  u n i t  or i n  t h e  remainder 
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of t h e  b a t t a l . i o n ?  Did you eve r  n o t i c e  any animosi ty  of t hese  

~ e o p l etoward Task Force Barker o r  toward t h e  11 th  Brigade o r  

toward anybody e l s e  i n  t h e  America1 Div is ion?  


A. NO, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I have. O f  cou r se ,  I d i d n ' t  
. 	 have t h e  every day c o n t a c t  w i th  t h e s e  people ,  I d-rew my p lane  

crew from t h e  123d, and I cannot say I r ece ived  i n d i c a t i o n s  from 
t h i s  qroup. Normally, a f t e r  they have flown wi th  you a  w h i l e ,  
they a r e  p r e t t y  prone t o  pass  on anyth ing  t h a t  they  hea r .  

Q- They are p a r t  of your immediate family? 

Y e s ,  s i x .  

a - Do you have any f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: No, s i r ,  

10: M r .  WEST? 

MR WEST: No, sir. 

I0: M r .  WALSH? 

MR WALSH: No, s i r .  

10: I would l i k e  t o  thank you very much, General  GALLOWAY. 
A s  you know, we are going to  go i n t o  every  s i n g l e  a s p e c t  of t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  pe r iod  of t ime having t o  do wi th  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  having 
t o  do wi th  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of it, t h e  reviews of t h e  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  o r  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  of i n fo rma t ion .  I w i l l  say t o  
you,  w e  recognize  t h a t  w e ' r e  a sk ing  you t o  r e c o l l e c t  t h i n g s ,  events  
impress ions  t h a t  occur red  a  y e a r  and a h a l f  ago,  and we do not 
expec t  m i r a c l e s  i n  t h i s  regard .  But I would ask you t h a t  i f  you 

. 	 can t h i n k  of  anyth ipg  which you r e c a l l  concerning a c t i v i t i e s ,  
even.ts,  and t h i n g s  which took p l a c e  about  t h a t  t ime frame, mid-
March of 1968 t o  about  t h e  f i r s t  o r  mid-June of 1968, we would 
a p p r e c i a t e  very much having you a l e r t  me o r  o t h e r  members of 
this i n v e s t i g a t i o n  team. S i m i l a r l y ,  i f  you can t h i n k  of any 
document, memorandum, paper ,  m a t e r i a l s ,  o r  o therwise  which might 
have a b e a r i n g  upon t h e  purposes of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  we 
would l i k e  t o  have them. Clos ing ,  I would l i k e  t o  again t e l l  
you, General  GAZ;LOWA.Y, you should no t  d i r e c t l y  d i s c u s s  t h e  
My Lal i n c i d e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  subsequent  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  w i th  
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any person connected wi th  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  any way. Th i s  does 
n o t  apply,  of course ,  i f  you a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  
case  i n  ano the r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  q u a s i - j u d i c i a l ,  o r  j u d i c i a l  
proceeding o r  as you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  i n  t h e  per-  
formance of your  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s .  General  GALLOWAY, do you 
have any o t h e r  s t a t e m e n t  which you would l i k e  t o  add t o  t h e  
r eco rd  of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I would l i k e  t o  make one s t a t e m e n t ,  s i r .  When 
t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  broke t o  t h e  p r e s s ,  f r a n k l y ,  I was q u i t e  
shocked by t h e  whole t h i n g  because I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  it. To 
me it i s  s t i l l  an al leged! i n c i d e n t .  The p r e s s  i s  t r y i n g  t o  
c o n v i c t  on an a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t ,  The t h i n g  t h a t  s u r p r i s e d  
m e  most of a l l  is t h a t  i n  9 months t h a t  I s p e n t  i n  t h a t  
d i v i s i o n ,  t o t a l ,  a lmost  9 months--8 months and 7 
o r  8 days ,  t h i s  d i d  n o t  come up t o  somebody d u r i n g  
t h a t  pe r iod .  I mentioned e a r l i e r  a ca se  which took  about  
30 o r  35 days t o  come up, bu t  it came up, and 
I j u s t  c a n ' t  v i s u a l i z e  why t h i s  would n o t  come o u t  i n  some 
way, shape,  o r  form and come t o  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  because ,  a s  you 
know, we w e r e  s h i f t i n g  people  t o  p rov ide  f o r  a  more even 
r o t a t i o n  i n  some of  t h e  u n i t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  1 1 t h  
Brigade.  We had on each f i r e  base  a c h a p l a i n  who m e t  once 
a  week. We had r o t a t i o n  of companies on f i r e  b a s e s ,  s o  
t h e r e  w a s  an oppor tun i ty  du r ing  some p e r i o d  of  t ime f o r  t h i s  
t o  come o u t  w i th  t h e  c h a p l a i n s .  The I G  was h i t t i n g  t h e  
f i r e  bases ,  v i s i t i n g  t h e  u n i t s  on a p e r i o d i c  b a s i s ,  and 
I ' m  no t  even r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  cha in  of command which,  
of  cou r se ,  i s  t h e  b a s i c  area. So, t o  me, sir, i t ' s  a--
I j u s t  c a n ' t  b e l i e v e - - i t  has no th ing  t o  do w i t h  what 
y o u ' r e  s ay ing ,  b u t  I ' m  j u s t  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  i t ' s  very 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  would n o t  have s u r f a c e d  
i n  t h a t  d i v i s i o n  i f ,  indeed,  t h e  a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t  i s  
true, because I know t h a t  t h e  command group-- speak ing  

. 	 now of the  commandiqg g e n e r a l ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  ADC and 
myself as  t h e  s u p p o r t i n g  ADC- W e  covered every  f i r e  base  
and ever'y a c t i v i t y  i n  t h a t  d i v i s i o n .  I d i d  a minimum of 
every 2 days and t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  PBC was, h e r e  and  t h e r e ,  
as  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  p o s t ,  So, it i s  inconce ivab le  t o  
m e  t h a t  t h i s  would n o t  have come up through some source .  
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Q* T h a n k  you, General GALLOWAY. You have w e l l  cited the 
problem w i t h  which w e  are faced. 


Y e s ,  s i r .  


10: W e . w i I . 1  recess a t  t h e  present  t i m e  and w e  will reconvene 
at 1135. 

, 

( T h e  hearing recessed a t  1 1 1 5  h o u r s ,  1 3  December 
1969.  ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: GAMBLE, S teven  J . ,  CPT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 16 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Commanding O f f i c e r ,  
D B a t t e r y ,  6 t h  B a t t a l i o n ,  1 1 t h  A r t i l l e r y ,  l o c a t e d  a t  
LZ Up t igh t .  

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

F r i e n d l y  t r o o p s  w e r e  p u t  on an o p e r a t i o n s  c h a r t  
which was k e p t  by t h e  f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  o f f i c e r  who would 
update  it (pg.  1 8 ) .  No-f i re  zones w e r e  p u t  on t h e  f i r i n g  
c h a r t s  and t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  h'is knowledge t h e r e  w e r e  no 
r e s t r i c t i o n s  on f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  o f  P i n k v i l l e  ( p g . 1 9 ) .  
A n o - f i r e  a r e a  would be c i r c l e d .  Fo r  example,  t h e r e  w a s  a 
s m a l l  v i l l a g e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  which w a s  marked 
a s  a n o - f i r e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  1 9 ) .  The FDO would r e c o g n i z e  a 
popu la t ed  a r e a  from h i s  o p e r a t i o n s  map. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a l l  
g r i d s  had t o  be  c l e a r e d  (pg. 1 9 ) .  I f  c l e a r e d  by t h e  ALO, 
t h e  FDO would f i r e  w i t h o u t  q u e s t i o n  because  t h e  p o p u l a t e d  
a r e a s  on h i s  map c o u l d  have been p r e v i o u s l y  d e s e r t e d  o r  
d e s t r o y e d  (pg.  2 0 ) .  I f  t h e r e  were c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  
whether  i t  w a s  i n  t h e  n o - f i r e  zone, o r  even  i f  t h e  g r i d  
had been c l e a r e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  it would be r e g a r d e d  as an 
a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 2 1 ) .  

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a .  B r i e f i n g  by t h e  b r i g a d e  commander. 

On 15  March, GAMBLE a t t e n d e d  a b r i e f i n g  a t  
LZ D o t t i e  g i v e n  by t h e  b r i g a d e  commander f o r  t h e  My L a i  
o p e r a t i o n .  The' company commanders were p r e s e n t  (pg.  6 ) .  
The b r i g a d e  commander g e n e r a l l y  reviewed what would o c c u r  
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t h e  n e x t  day and mentioned t h a t  a  V i e t  Cong u n i t  was 
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  a r e a .  H e  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  they  wanted 
t o  g e t  r i d  of  them "once and f o r  a l l "  (pg. 6 ) .  D e t a i l s  of 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  were n o t  d i s c u s s e d  (pg. 7 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
a t t e n d  t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  b r i e f i n g  given t o  t h e  company 
commanders by t h e  S3, t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander, and t h e  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r .  I n s t e a d ,  he confe r red  w i t h  t h e  
ALO, Captain VAZQUEZ (pg. 7 ) .  

b. Reconnaissance o f  t h e  My Lai  a r e a .  

A f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  he f lew back wi th  L i e u t e n a n t  
Colonel BARKER i n  t h e  command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r  t o  
L Z  Upt ight .  On t h e  way, they  f lew i n  an o b l i q u e  d i r e c t i o n  
t o  t h e  My Lai  a r e a  (pg. 1 3 ) .  They went s o u t h  of  U ~ t i s h t  
and n o r t h  of  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  GAMBLE p o i n t e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  of  
g r i d  l i n e s  82  and 83 on MAP-1. He s t a t e d  t h a t  they  d i d  
n o t  f l y  t o o  f a r  s o u t h  (pg. 1 4 )  . The ALO, look ing  o u t  t h e  
r i g h t  s i d e  of  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  po in ted  o u t  t h e  a r e a  a s  they  
f lew e a s t  (pg. 1 4 ) .  BARKER was s e a t e d  i n  t h e  f a r  l e f t  
end o f  t h e  s e a t  n e a r  h i s  conso le  (pg. 1 6 ) .  GAMBLE was 
s e a t e d  on t h e  r i g h t  hand s i d e  canvas s e a t .  Capta in  
MICHLES was on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  b u t  he cou ld  n o t  remember 
MEDINA be ing  p r e s e n t  (pg. 1 5 ) .  He heard  no th ing  on 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  c o c c e r ~ i n g t h e  v i l l a g e ,  because he d i d  n o t  
have in tercom earphones on and wi th  t h e  doors  open they 
would have had t o  y e l l  f o r  him t o  h e a r  them (pgs.  1 5 , 1 6 ) .  

c .  Informat ion  copy o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ' s  o r d e r .  

A f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  he r e c e i v e d  a copy of t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  o r d e r  s o  he would know t h e  t i m e s  t h a t  he had t o  
f i r e .  This  was n o t  normally f i l e d  and was t r a n s c r i b e d  
i n t o  t h e  computer ' s  r e c o r d s  when they computed t h e  f i r e  
miss ion  (pg. 8 )  . They d i d  n o t  have a FADAC (pg. 9 )  . They 
had a manual computer and t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  would work it o u t  
manually.  No computer r e c o r d s  were forwarded t o  b a t t a l i o n  
and normally,  they  were des t royed  a f t e r  s i x  months (pg-  1 2 ) .  
When t h e  ALO i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  f i r s t  smoke round, he would move 
it  t o  t h e  e x a c t  l o c a t i o n  where t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander 
wanted t h e  p rep  (pg. 1 2 ) .  That  l o c a t i o n  cou ld  be determined,  
i f  necessa ry ,  by c a l c u l a t i n g  backwards on a r e p l o t  method 
(pg. 1 2 ) .  The p rep  was n o t  t o  go  on t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  p a r t s  
o f  i t  (pg. 11). 
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d .  Funct ions  o f  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  
r ega rd ing  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t o r y  f i r e .  

From t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  o r d e r s ,  t h e  a r e a  where t h e  
prep i s  t o  be p laced  i s  p l o t t e d  f i r s t  and then  f i r i n g  
d a t a  i s  computed from t h e r e  (pg. 11). The f i r s t  round 
c o n s i s t s  o f  a smoke s h e l l  s o  t h a t  t h e  ALO could  i d e n t i f y  t h e  
round. He would move it from t h e r e  (pgs.  11, 1 2 ) .  
c a p t a i n  VAZQUEZ, t h e  ALO, had p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  
from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  a s  they  f l ew t h e  recon (pg. 1 7 ) .  
The ALO a l s o  gave an hour ly  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  
ground t r o o p s  (pg. 2 7 ) .  These l o c a t i o n s  were k e p t  on t h e  
o p e r a t i o n s  map. 

3 .  ASSAULT ON MY L A I .  

GAMBLE r e c a l l e d  f i r i n g  on ly  one p r e p a r a t i o n  i n  
suppor t  o f  C/1/20 (pg. 2 7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  f i r i n g  
a p r e p a r a t i o n  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  ~ / 4 / 3  (pg. 2 8 ) .  A t  about  
1200 h o u r s ,  16 March 1968, he r e c e i v e d  word t h a t  69 VC 
had been k i l l e d  a s  of  0900 (pg. 2 7 ) .  H e  r e c e i v e d  t h i s  
in fo rmat ion  e i t h e r  from t h e  ALO o r  through ALO personne l  
who had remained back a t  Upt igh t  (pg. 2 8 ) .  

4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

a .  Discuss ion  wi th  Colonel  YOUNG. 

Approximately one month a f t e r  My L a i ,  Colonel  
YOUNG, d i v i s i o n  a r t i l l e r y  commander, v i s i t e d  GAMBLE'S 
b a t t e r y .  YOUNG asked how t h i n g s  were going and GAMBLE 
r e p l i e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  My Lai  o p e r a t i o n  t h e  b a t t e r y , a l o n g  
wi th  a i r s t r i k e s ,  had been c r e d i t e d  w i t h  69 k i l l s  (pgs.  4 , 5 ) .  
Colonel LUPER, t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander, accompanied Colonel 
YOUNG. LUPER then  s t a t e d ,  "We're n o t  s u r e  t h a t  t h o s e  w e r e  
a l l  enemy". GAMBLE d i d  n o t  have a chance t o  q u e s t i o n  
LUPER and he hea rd  no f u r t h e r  mention o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
(pgs.  5 ,  2 4 ) .  H e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  LUPER's in fo rmat ion  was 
i n c o r r e c t  because t h e r e  was no i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted 
(pg. 5 ) .  GAMBLE d i d  n o t  r e f e r  t o  it aga in  i n  t h e  
conversa t ion .  LUPER never  ques t ioned  him w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  n o r  d i d  he s u g g e s t  t h a t  it was something 
n o t  t o  be t a l k e d  abou t  (pg. 3 1 ) .  The n e x t  t ime GAMBLE 
was approached on t h i s  was by Colonel  WILSON (pg. 3 0 ) .  
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b. A r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t s .  

During h i s  command o f  t h e  b a t t e r y ,  t h e r e  was o n l y  
one i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  which was n o t  a t  LZ U p t i q h t  (pg. 1 8 ) .  
A l l  a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t s  which were i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  were 
d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  a l l  b a t t e r i e s  on a  " l e s s o n s  l e a r n e d "  b a s i s  
(pg.  1 8 ) .  Whenever c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d ,  t h e r e  would be  
a d i v i s i o n  a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t  (pg. 2 1 ) .  Normally,  
t h e  r e p o r t  would beg in  w i t h  ARVN t r o o p s  and go through 
American a d v i s o r s ,  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  and t h e n  th rough  
channe l s  t o  d i v i s i o n  a r t i l l e r y ,  who would b e g i n  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg.  2 3 ) .  I f  someone saw rounds  l a n d i n g  
and i n j u r i n g  e i t h e r  U.S. p e r s o n n e l  o r  c i v i l i a n s ,  a r e p o r t  
would be made. T h i s  was u s u a l l y  s e e n  by t h e  forward  
o b s e r v e r  on t h e  ground (pg.  2 4 ) .  I f  t h e r e  was an  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  caused  by h i s  
b a t t e r y ,  t h e r e  would be  no way t h a t  he  would n o t  be  
i n t e r r o g a t e d  (pg.  3 1 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e  i n c i d e n t :  
o c c u r r e d ,  because  he  n e v e r  h e a r d  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  it, e i t h e r  
from members o f  h i s  b a t t e r y  o r  from members o f  t h e  
i n f a n t r y  who used h i s  m e s s h a l l  (pg. 3 5 ) .  

5.  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  forward o b s e r v e r .  

Forward o b s e r v e r s  would normal ly  keep him a b r e a s t  
o f  u n i t ' s  moves and t h e i r  p o s s i b l e  need f o r  a r t i l l e r y  
(pgs .  28, 2 9 ) .  L i e u t e n a n t  ALAUX was t h e  FO w i t h  Cap ta in  

MEDINA. GAMBLE d i d  n o t  remember ALAUX c a l l i n q  back any 
i n f o r m a t i o n  on c a s u a l t i e s .  ALAUX was n o t  t h e  o b s e r v e r  
t h a t  a d j u s t e d  t h e  mis s ion  f o r  he came i n  w i t h  MEDINA and 
t h e  company (pg. 2 9 ) .  ALAUX was a s s i g n e d  w i t h  C h a r l i e  
b a t t e r y  b u t  no rma l ly  worked under  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  ALO 
(pg.  3 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  hav ing  any d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  
ALAUX a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg.  3 2 ) .  

b .  Un i t  o f  t h e  w i t n e s s .  

H e  was t h e  b a t t e r y  commander from February  1968 
t o  October  1968. A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  My L a i  m i s s i o n ,  h i s  
b a t t e r y  had f o u r  105 c a l i b r e  t u b e s  (pg.  3 ) .  
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c. Communication equipment  o f  t h e  u n i t .  

On 16 March 1968, he had two VRC 4 6 ' s  a s  r a d i o s  
i n  t h e  f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  c e n t e r  and one VRC 46 w i t h  h i s  
s e a r c h  l i g h t  (pg .  2 5 ) .  One o f  h i s  r a d i o s  mon i to red  h i s  
b a t t a l i o n  command n e t  and t h e  o t h e r  mon i to red .  f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  
n e t  4 (pg .  2 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  mon i to r  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  n e t  
because  he w a s  n o t  a t t a c h e d  t o  i t  b u t  s u p p o r t e d  it (pg.  251,  
and h i s  u n i t  wanted him t o  m a i n t a i n  communicat ions  w i t h  
them. A l l  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  would come 
o v e r  t h e  f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  n e t  (pg.  2 6 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

P o i n t e d  o u t  a r e a  
P.- 1 A e r i a l  photo  of a r t i l l e r y  p r e p .  11 

P o l n t e d  o u t  p r e p  
MAP- 1 W a l l  map area i n  v i c i n i t y  -

ot g r i d  l l n e s  8.2 
and 8 3  15 

-

( GAMBLE ) SUM APP 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1540 hours ,  16 December 
1969. ) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  

LTG PEERS, MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, 

COL WILSON, and MAJ LYNN. 


The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  Captain Steven J. GAMBLE. 

(CPT GAMBLE was c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  was 
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows :) 

Would you ple 'ase s t a t e  your f u l l  name, S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number, branch of  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and 
s t a t i o n ?  

A. S teven James GAMBLE, Capta in ,  

A r t i l l e r y  Career  Course, F o r t  S i l l ,  Oklahoma, U.S. Army. 


RCDR : Thank you. 

10: Capta in  GAMBLE, b e f o r e  w e  proceed wi th  any 
q u e s t i o n s  I s h a l l  inform you of  s e v e r a l  m a t t e r s .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief o f  S t a f f ,  United 
S t a t e s  Army, f o r - t h e  purpose o f  de termining t h e  f a c t s  and 
making recommendations and f i n d i n g s  concerning:  

(1) t h e  adequacy of  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  
t h e  cha in  of command, of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  
a s  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  wi thholding 
of  in fo rmat ion  by any person who had a duty  t o  r e p o r t  it 
and t o  f u r n i s h  in fo rmat ion  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted 
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  of what 
happened a t  My Lai .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  
purposes which I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  Do you have any 
q u e s t i o n s  concerning t h o s e  two purposes? 

A. No, sir. 
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10: I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t emen t s  ob ta ined  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n s  of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  and t h a t  i n c l u d e s  your 

. t e s t imony  b e f o r e  Colonel  WILSON i n  t h e  I G  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Your tes t imony today w i l l  be t aken  under  o a t h  

and a verbat im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be  p repared .  A t a p e  

r eco rd ing  i s  be ing  made . i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im n o t e s  

be ing  taken  by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  


Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  

r e p o r t  w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  

t es t imony,  o r  a t  l e a s t  p a r t s  of i t ,  may la ter  become a  

m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 


There are s e v e r a l  people  i n  t h i s  room who may 
ask you q u e s t i o n s .  On my immediate r i g h t  i s  M r .  WEST, who 
i s  t h e  A s s i s t a n t  General  Counsel of  t h e  Army and a l s o  my 
deputy.  The two o f f i c e r s  i n  uniform a r e  Colonel  WILSON 
from t h e  I G  O f f i c e  and Colonel  F R A N K L I N  from t h e  o f f i c e  
o f  t h e  Deputy Chief of S t a f f  f o r  Opera t ions .  They a r e  
s e r v i n g  a s  a s s i s t a n t s  t o  m e  and a s  such may ask  q u e s t i o n s  
i n  my b e h a l f .  

On my immediate l e f t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE and t h e  
~ e c o n d  i n d i v i d u a l  on my r i g h t  i s  M r .  WALSH. They have 
vo lun tee red  t o  s e r v e  as l e g a l  counse l  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n  team. They, t o o ,  may address  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you. 

I have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of weighing t h e  

ev idence  and making t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. 


You a r e  o ~ d e r e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony 
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t -
n e s s e s  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  excep t  i n  t h e  performance of 
o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s ,  o r  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  
a competent j u d i c i a l  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you a r e c a u t i o n e d  t h a t  i f  you a r e  
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  
g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  case  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Ca l ley , 
your appearance h e r e  i n  no way changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  
and t h e  e f f e c t  of t h a t  o r d e r .  

Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s -  t ime? 
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A. No, s i r .  

Q Capta in  GAMBLE, what was your  du ty  ass jgnment  
on t h e  1 6 t h  of  March 1968? 

A. S i r ,  I was t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  o f  D e l t a  
B a t t e r y ,  6/11 A r t i l l e r y .  

Q. How l o p g  had you been i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y ?  

A. S i n c e  February of  1968,  s i r .  

.Q . Was t h a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you a r r i v e d  i n  count ry?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  About a week a f t e r  I a r r i v e d  I took 
ove r  t h e  b a t t e r y .  I went th rough  p r o c e s s i n g  and f i n a l l y  
a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  6/11 A r t i l l e r y  Headquar te r s .  I t h e n  took 
o v e r  D e l t a  B a t t e r y  which was a newly formed b a t t e r y .  

Q o Was t h i s  an  o r g a n i c  b a t t e r y  o r  an  --ad  hoc  t ype  
of  b a t t e r y ?  

Ad hoc ,  s i r .--
Q. How many t u b e s  d i d  it have i n  i t ?  

A. Four ,  s i r .  

Q - What c a l i b e r ?  

A. I t  was 1 0 S 1 s ,  sir.  

Q *  How l o n g  d i d  you remain i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y ?  

A. U n t i l  t h e  end o f  Oc tobe r ,  s i r .  

Q. D e l t a  B a t t e r y  remained u n t i l  Oc tober?  

A. I t  remained a f t e r  t h a t ,  s i r .  I t u r n e d  o v e r  my 
command a t  t h e  end o f ~ ~ c t o b e r ,s i r .  

Q. Through t h i s  t ime  you r e t a i n e d  command o f  t h e  
four - tube  - b a t t e r y .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. R i g h t ,  s i r .  W e  s ubsequen t ly  we'nt up t o  , f i v e  
t u b e s ,  
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Q- Cap ta in  GAMBLE, p r i o r  t o  coming h e r e  and a f t e r  
t h e  r e l e a s e  i n  t h e  news and t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  o f  what  w e  now 
r e f e r  t o  a s  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  -- t h e  r e l e a s e  toclc p l a c e  
i n  abou t  September -- have you t a l k e d  t o  anybody abou t  t h e  

. s i t u a t i o n  i n  ,My L a i  a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A. No, s i r .  None e x c e p t  t o  Co lone l  WILSON, s ir .  

Q. S i n c e  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  became a m a t t e r  o f  
p u b l i c  knowledge, you t a l k e d  t o  no one?  

A. No, s i r .  No one approached m e .  

Q From t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you r e t u r n e d  home i n  October  
o f  1968? 

A. No, s i r .  I r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  i n  
J anua ry  o f  1969. 

Q From t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you r e t u r n e d ,  a s i d e  from 
Colone l  WILSON, have you t a l k e d  t o  anybody else concern ing  
t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  o f  16 March? 

, 

A .  NO, s i r .  

Q . A f t e r  t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March and p r i o r  t o  you r  de-
p a r t u r e  from Vietnam, d i d  you t a l k  t o  anybody abou t  t h e  
My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of. 16 March? 

A. . No, s i r .  The o n l y  one I e v e r  made ment ion o f  
a n y t h i n g  t o  -- Approximately one month a f t e r  t h a t  d a t e  o f  
16 March I r e c e i v e d  a command v i s i t  from t h e  d i v i s i o n  
a r t i l l e r y  commander. 

Q. Who was your  d i v i s i o n  a r t i l l e r y  commander? 

A. Co lone l  YOUNG a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  s i r .  

Q Do you remember h i s  f i r s t ' n a m e ?  

A. No, s i r .  I do n o t  remember h i s  f i rs t  name be-
cause  he  l e f t  a lmos t  immedia te ly .  About a week l a t e r  he  
r e t u r n e d  t o  CONUS. H e  approached m e  and a sked  m e  g e n e r a l l y  
how t h i n g s  w e r e  go ing  and I ment ioned t h a t  w e  had p a r t i c i -
p a t e d  i n  t h e  My L a i  o p e r a t i o n  and t h a t  w e  had  .been c r e d i t e d ,  
a l ong  w i t h  t h e  a i r  s t r i k e s  t h a t  had o c c u r r e d  as hav ing  a 
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body count  of 6 9 ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my memory, s i r ,  and he was 
accompanied by my b a t t a l i o n  commander. 

(2- Who was your b a t t a l i o n  commander a t  t h a t  t ime? . . 

A. Colonel  LUPER, s i r .  When I mentioned t h i s ,  
Colonel LUPER, t o  t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  s a i d ,  "We're 
not  s u r e  t h a t  t hose  were a l l  enemy. " That  was a11  t h a t  was 
mentioned t o  me a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  I was i n  coun t ry .  That 
was a l l  t h a t  was e v e r  asked o f  me o r  t h a t  I know o f .  

Q e  Was it t h e  DIVARTY commander t h a t  made mention 

of t h i s  o r  was i t  Colonel  LUPER? 


A. I t  was Colonel  LUPER, t o  t h e  b e s t  .of  my knowledge, 
be-cause Colonel  YOUNG j u s t  asked me g e n e r a l l y  -how t h i n g s  
were going and what o p e r a t i o n s  we had p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n .  

Q .  Was t h e r e  any f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h a t  p o i n t ?  

A. No, s i r .  S i r ,  i f  I may break i n - - t h a t  was 
Colonel  Mason YOUNG. There was no o t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  whatso- 
e v e r .  

Q .  What d i d  it mean t o  you? .  

A. Well ,  s i r ,  a t  t h e  t ime when Colonel  LUPER had 
mentioned it I d i d  n o t  have a chance t o  q u e s t i o n  him, and 
a f t e rward ,  he never  made a mention of t h i s  a t  a l l .  I 
heard  no th ing  about  it a t  a l l ,  s i r .  To me it meant t h a t  
he must have had i n c o r r e c t  i n fo rma t ion ,  because t h e r e  was 
no t ime when anyth ing  l i k e  t h i s  occur red .  If t h e r e  were 
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l i t i e s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a r t i l l e r y  always conducted 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and t h e r e  was never  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
i n i t i a t e d ,  o r  I was never  ques t ioned ,  whatsoever .  

Q .  I f  it were known t h a t  f i v e ,  t e n ,  or twenty 
c i v i l i a n s  may have been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ,  would it have 
been normal, under t h o s e  c i rcumstances  and i n  t h i s  combat 
environment,  t o  have conducted an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I n  f a c t ,  any t ime ,  s i r .  Even i f  
c i v i l i a n s  a r e  wounded and they  r e q u i r e d  l iospi  t a l i z a t i o n  
t h e r e  .was a formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted,  s i r .  
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Q .  Do you know of any a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t s  i n v e s t i -
g a t e d  o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  was made h e r e  i n  t h i s  i n -
c i d e n t ,  o r  r e p o r t e d  upon? 

A .  No, s ir .  None t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, s i r .  
W e  k e p t  a ,  f i l e  o f .  a l l  i n c i d e n t s ,  w i th  t h e  formal  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  r e p o r t ,  r i g h t  i n  t h e  b a t t e r y  and we never  r ece ived  
one,  s i r .  

Q- But your  b a t t a l i o n  commander was aware of  t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  Like I s a i d ,  s i r ,  it was j u s t  a s t a t e -
ment t h a t  he made t o  me as I was t a k i n g  t h e  c o l o n e l  through 
t h e  a r e a ,  sir.  

Q W e ' l l  come back t o  t h a t  l a t e r .  

What w a s  your f i r s t  knowledge of  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A .  S i r ,  approximately  2 4  hours  b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  

.-
occur red  I went from LZ Upt ight '  t o  LZ D o t t i e  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  
. b r i e f i n g  t h a t  was be ing  given by t h e  . b r i g a d e  commander f o r  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  n e x t  day,  which was t o  o c c u r  i n  t h e  My 
L a i  a r e a .  

Q - Were t h e  company commanders p r e s e n t ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, s i r ,  t h e y  were 
p r e s e n t ,  s i r .  Yes, s i r .  

Q .  . What d i d  t h e  b r igade  -commander have t o  t e l l  
them? 

A .  S i r ,  he  g e n e r a l l y  reviewed what w a s  going  t o  
.occur t h e  n e x t  day aqd he mentioned t h a t  it w a s  a very 
impor t an t  o p e r a t i o n  and t h e  V i e t  Cong u n i t  t h a t  was l o c a t e d  
i n  t h a t  a r e a .  They wanted t o  g e t  r i d  of  them once and f o r  
a l l  and g e t  them o u t  of t h a t  a r e a .  H e  s t r e s s e d  t h i s  p o i n t ,  
and he wanted t o  make s u r e  t h a t  everybody and a l l  t h e  com-
pan ie s  were up t o  s n u f f  and e v e r y t h i n g  went l i k e  clockwork 
du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q Was. t h e r e  any review of p rev ious  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. No, s i r .  Not t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge, s i r .  

Q. What s p e c i f i c a l l y  d i d  he t e l l  them t h a t  he want-
e d  them t o  do? 
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A. While I was i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  they  d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  
any of th; d e t a i l s  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  He j u s t  t a l k e d  i n  
g e n e r a l i t i e s  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, 
sir--sir, I d o n ' t  remember any d e t a i l s  whatsoever.  I n  

. o t h e r  words , .  t h e  t a c t i c s  t o  be employed were n o t  d i s cus sed  
a t  t h a t  t ime ,  s i r .  

Q By t h e  b r igade  commander? 

. A. R igh t ,  s i r .  To t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge. 

Q *  What happened subsequent  t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander 
. t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  command s t a f f ?  

A. S i r ,  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  I con fe r r ed  w i t h  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  and then  I r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ Upt igh t  from LZ 
Do t t i e .  

Q. Who was your ALO t h e r e ?  

A. The a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  s i r ,  w a s  a 
Captain  VAZQUEZ. 

Q. Did you s t a y  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  b r i e f i n g  given 
t o  t h e  company commanders by ' t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  and 

.by t h e  S3 and t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander? 

A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge I never  remember 
a t t e n d i n g  t h a t  b r i e f i n g .  No, s i r .  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of  any 
one t h i n g  t h a t  occur red  t h e r e  s o  I can almost  a s su red ly  
say  I w a s n ' t  a t  t h a t  t ype  of b r i e f i n g .  

Q I n  your p rev ious  tes t imony you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
.you had hea rd  an S2 b r i e f i n g .  

A. ' S i r ,  it must have occur red  i n  t h e  same t ime 
frame a s  t h e  b r igade  commander's. I t  may have been t h a t  t h e  
b r i g a d e  commander came r i g h t  i n  on t h e  b r i e f i n g  i t s e l f  and 
j u s t  gave h i s  t a l k ,  b u t  as  f a r  a s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i t s e l f ,  I 
hea rd ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e - w i s e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  was a V i e t  Cong f o r c e  i n  
t h e r e .  I remember h i s  s ay ing  t h a t  he d i d  want t o  g e t  r i d  
of t h a t  f o r c e  once and f o r  a l l .  

Q How much of t h e  48th  Local Force att tali on d i d  
they  expec t  t o  encounte r  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My.Lai ( , 4 j ?  
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A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  even remember h e a r i n g  t h a t  e s t i m a t e .  
I never  h e a r d  any e s t i m a t e  on f i g u r e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t  I remember 
on t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  f o r c e ,  s i r .  I t  was j u s t  ment icned a s  
t h e  48th  Local  Force  B a t t a l i o n .  

Q- I t  seems t h a t  you remembered a l i t t l e  more back 
i n  June t h a n  you remember a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  concern ing  
what Colone l  HENDERSON had t o  s ay  and concern ing  what t h e  
S2 had t o  s ay .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember any i n t e l l i g e n c e  e s t i m a t e ,  s i r ,  
whatsoever .  

Q. Was it y o u r  impre s s ion  t h a t  when t h i s  a i r  a s s a u l t  
went i n t o  My La i  ( 4 )  t h a t  t h e y  were going t o  run  i n t o  a 
f i r s t - c l a s s  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  VC? 

A. S i r ,  tha , t  i s  t h e  impre s s ion  I g o t ,  s i r .  I g o t  
t h e  impress ion  t h a t  t h i s  would be  a good f i g h t .  

Q - What was g iven  d u r i n g  t h e  . o p e r a t i o n a l  p o r t i o n  
of t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I do remember, s i r ,  t h a t  I r e c e i v e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  
t h a t  t h e r e  would be an a i r  a s s a u l t  i n ,  and t h a t  I would 
f i r e  an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  
any of t h e  t a c t i c s  t h a t  were t o  occur  on t h e  ground.  I do 
remember t h a t  I was t o  f i r e  an  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  
which was of  i n t e r e s t  t o  m e .  Subsequent  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  
b r i e f i n g  o r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  i t s e l f ,  I l a t e r  r e c e i v e d  an 
i n fo rma t ion  copy of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o r d e r ,  so t h a t  I would 
be  s u r e  of t h e  t i m e s  t h a t  I had t o  f i r e .  T h a t ,  normal ly ,  
i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o r d e r  i s  a l l  t h a t  I r e f e r r e d  t o ,  s i r .  

Q. Would a cdpy' of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  o r d e r  be i n  t h e  
f i l e s  of your  b a t t e r y ?  

A. No, s ir .  W e  normal ly  d i d n ' t  f i l e  them, s i r .  W e  
j u s t  k e p t  them f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  s i r ,  mainly  t o  v e r i f y  a 
t ime t h a t  w e  w e r e  t o  f i r e  an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  and t h e n  
w e  t r a n s c r i b e d  t h a t  i n fo rma t ion  r i g h t  on t o  o u r  compute r ' s  
r e c o r d s  when w e  computed t h e  f i r e  miss ion .  T h a t ' s  a l l  w e  
needed t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o r d e r  f o r ,  s i r .  The o n l y  ones t h a t  
w e  might keep were any con t ingency  o p e r a t i o n s .  
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Q. Did you have FADAC a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A. No, sir .  We d i d  n o t  have a FADAC. We g o t  it 
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t ,  s i r ,  b u t  I am a lmos t  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  we 
d i d  n o t  have FADAC a t  t h a t  t ime.  

.Q Where d i d  your computer come i n  t hen?  

A. S i r ?  

Q. Where d i d  your  computer come i n  t hen?  

A. I n  t h e  ope ra t ion?  

(2. Y e s .  You i n d i c a t e d  you p u t  it on computers.  Did 
you have a computer t h e r e ?  

A. - Y e s ,  s ir .  W e  had a manual computer-and t h a t  
would be  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  would work it o u t  manually. 

Q.  Not an  ADP? Automatic Data P roces s ing  FADAC of  
any k ind?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  No. We d i d  n o t  have FADAC a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q.  What d i d  Colonel  HENDERSON say  concern ing  t h i s  
48th Local  Force  B a t t a l i o n  about t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  
and i n  e l i m i n a t i n g  them f o r  once and f o r  a l l ?  

?, . W e l l ,  s i r ,  he  mentioned t h a t  t h e  48 th  had given 
us problems,  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  problems anytime we worked i n  
t h a t  a r e a  and h e  j u s t  wanted t o  make s u r e  t h a t  a l l  t h e  
company commanders and a l l  t h e  people  unders tood t h a t  we 
were going i n  t h i s  t ime t o  f i n i s h  them o f f  once and f o r  a l l .  

Q. Did Task Force  Barker normally p u b l i s h  an 
o p e r a t i o n a l  ' o rder  f o r  i t s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  r e c e i v e  t h a t  many, s i r .  I normal ly  
j u s t  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  one. I normally.  j u s t  r e c e i v e d  a c a l l  
from t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o u t  t h e r e  o r  p o s s i b l y  j u s t  a 
s h e e t  e x t r a c t  s a y i n g  I would f i r e  an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  t i m e s .  

Q .  Did you r e c e i v e  an o r d e r  which - o u t l i n e d  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  what t h e  t a s k  was and t h e  o b j e c t i v e  f o r  each 
o f  t h e .  e lements  and i n c l u d i n g  t h e  ass ignment  o f .  f i r i n g  t h e  
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p r e p  f o r  t h e  u n i t s  t h a t  were going i n  t o  conduct  t h e  a i r  
a s s a u l t  and what would normally be i nc luded  i n  a combat 
o p e r a t i o n a l  o r d e r ?  

. A .  Y e s . ,  s i r .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowEedge I d i d .  

Q - Who would have made t h i s ?  

A. I t  would have come o u t  of  t h e  TOC,  s i r ,  a t  LZ 
D o t t i e .  They were a l l  pub l i shed  t h e r e  a t  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge. 

Q - Was t h e r e  any d i s c u s s i o n  t h e n  concern ing  t h e  
l o c a t i o n  of t h e  LZ w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  t h e  

' hamlet?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q What i n s t r u c t i o n s  were you g iven  concerning t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  prep? 

A. S i r ,  I was t o  f i r e  a s h o r t  p r e p a r a t i o n .  I c a n ' t  
e x a c t l y  remember t h e  t ime.  I b e l i e v e  it was no more than  
5 minutes and I was given t h e  g r i d  l o c a t i o n .  Tha t  was 
approximately  1600 t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  and t h a t  way it allowed 
me t ime t o  g e t  t h i s  g r i d  c l e a r e d  and a l s o  t h e  f i r i n g  d a t a  
worked up s o  t h a t  approximately  2 t o  3 hours  b e f o r e  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  occu r red  w e  would be a l ready '  t o  go. 

Q - . Working under Task Force Barker t h e r e ,  who c l e a r -
ed your  £ i r e s ?  Did you c l e a r  them o r  d i d  your  ALO c l e a r  
them a t  t a s k  f o r c e  headqua r t e r s?  

.A. I went thqough t h e  ALO wi th  a l l  o f  my g r i d s  un-
less it w a s . a  c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  enemy type  f i r e  mi s s ion ,  and 
then  it w a s  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  c l e a r e d  a s  long  a s  I g o t  t h e  
i n i t i a l s  of t h e  company commander on t h e  ground.  O f  course ,  
t h i s  was n o t ,  and it went through normal c h a n n e l s ,  through 
t h e  ALO. 

Q Who d i d  he r e c e i v e  h i s  c l e a r a n c e  from? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he c a l l e d  t h e  d i s t r i c t  h e a d q u a r t e r s  t o  
r e c e i v e  h i s  c l e a r a n c e ,  and of  course  he would g e t  h i s  own 
c l e a r a n c e  as  f a r  a s  u n i t s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t he '  a r e a ,  s o ,  t h e r e  
would be no f i r i n g  on t h e  U . S .  e l ements .  
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Q - When you p l o t t e d  your p rep  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  
where d i d  you f i n d  t h a t  it was p l o t t e d ?  

A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge we p l o t t e d  t o  
t h e  west  of one of t h e  v i l l a g e s  down t h e r e ,  sir.. 

10: Give me t h e  map. 

(The r e c o r d e r  handed E x h i b i t  P-1 t o  t h e  10.) 

Capta in  GAMBLE, I have h e r e  an a e r i a l  photo o f  My 
Lai  ( 4 )  and t o  o r i e n t  you t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  i s  n o r t h  ( p o i n t i n g ) .  
Here i s  My Lai  ( 4 )  on t h e  map. You w i l l  n o t i c e  s e v e r a l  
i d e n t i f y i n g  f e a t u r e s ;  t h e  shape of it i s  one;  a road coming 
down t o  t h e  sou th  and ano the r  road coming o u t  of t h e  sou th  
c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e ;  ano the r  road coming a c r o s s  t h e  sou th  
edge and running  down t o  Highway 521, and ano the r  road 
a c r o s s  t h e  upper end of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Now t o  your r e c o l l e c -
t i o n ,  where was t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  prep  t o  be p laced?  

A. S i r ,  t h e  b e s t  I can remember., and I am r e a l l y  
n o t  p o s i t i v e ,  was somewhere i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( p o i n t i n g ) .  I a m  
r e a l l y  n o t  p o s i t i v e ,  s i r .  

Q When you r e t u r n e d  t o  your  headqua r t e r s  you would 
p l o t  t h i s ,  would you n o t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  We would p l o t  it and a u t o m a t i c a l l y  
s t a r t  g e t t i n g  c l e a r a n c e .  

Q You p l o t  it o.n your  map from your  d a t a  o r  v i c e  
v e r s a ?  

.A. Yes, s i r . ,  The p l o t  i s  made f i r s t  and then  t h e  
f i r i n g  d a t a . i s  computed from t h e r e .  

Q. Did you have any i n d i c a t i o n  a t  t h a t  t ime t h a t  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p rep  was going t o  go on t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  t h e  
hamle t ,  o r  on p a r t s  of i t ?  

A. No, s i r .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, no,  s i r .  
We comppted d a t a  which would s t a r t  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  and t h i s  
was normally n o t  t h e  f i n a l  l o c a t i o n  t h a t  we would f i r e ,  s i r .  
I n  o t h e r  words,  we would i n i t i a t e  T t  w i th  s h e l l  smoke s o  
t h a t  t h e  a i r  o b s e r v e r ,  who was t h e  a r t i l l e r y  L ia i son  o f f i c e r ,  
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would be a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  round and he would move it 
from t h e r e  t o  t h e  e x a c t  l o c a t i o n  where t hey  d e s i r e d  t h e  
p r e p a r a t i o n ,  a f t e r  con£e r r i n g  wi th  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  ~ommander, 
and then  we would f i r e  f o r  e f f e c t .  

Q That  d a t a  would s t i l l  be a v a i l a b l e ,  however, 
would it n o t ?  The a r e a  where t h e  a r t i l l e r y  was f i n a l l y  
a d j u s t e d ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  s i r .  I b e l i e v e  t h o s e  r eco rds  
a r e  des t royed  on a 6-month b a s i s ,  s i r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  how long you r e t a i n e d  t h e  record?  

A .  We r e t a i n e d  them a t  b a t t e r y  l e v e l  approximately  
6 months. Y e s ,  sir. I t  w a s  6 months. . They were on a 
6-month suspense and they  would be des t royed .  

Q. Were t h e y  des t royed  o r  were t hey  s e n t  t o  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A .  None o f  t h e  r e g u l a r  computer r e c o r d s  w e r e  f o r -
warded t o  b a t t a l i o n  a t  a l l ,  s i r .  The only t h i n g  w e  forward-
ed  was !aily o p e r a t i o n s  r e p o r t s ,  s i r .  

MR WEST: Would t h e  computer r eco rds  show where t h e  f i r e  
f o r  e f f e c t  went i n  terms of c o o r d i n a t e s  and d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. S i r ,  t h e  l o c a t i o n  t h a t  could be determined by t h e  
f i r e  f o r  e f f e c t  d a t a  would have t o  be r e f i n e d  by a r e p l o t  
method. I n  o t h e r  words, g e t t i n g  o u t  t h e  i n a c c u r a c i e s  
caused by t h e  t r a j e c t o r y  f o r  t h e  a l t i t u d e  o f  t h e  p o i n t  and 
by working t h a t  back and f o r t h  you could de te rmine  w i t h i n  
50 meters  e x a c t l y  where t h e  f i r e  f o r  e f f e c t  p o i n t  was. T h i s  
would n o t  be normally done u n l e s s  t h e  o b s e r v e r  r eques t ed  a 
r e p l o t .  

Q. Would you go through t h a t  perhaps  i f  you were 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t ?  

Y e s ,  s i r .  

I t  'could be done? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

10: What happened a f t e r  t h a t ,  as f a r . . a s  you a r e  con-
cerned ,  i n  t h e  i s s u a n c e  of o r d e r s ,  by Task Force Barker  a t  

12 
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, F i r e  Support  Base D o t t i e ?  

A. That  was a l l  t h a t  I remember and t h a t  was a l l  I 
was i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  t o  g e t  t h a t  g r i d .  I f lew back t o  LZ Up-
t i g h t ,  s i r .  I f lew back wi th  t h e  conunand and c o n t r o l  h e l i -
c o p t e r .  

Q Whose command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. The t a s k  f o r c e  commander, s i r  

Q Colonel  BARKER? 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Well. Did you accompany Colone l ,  BARKER on a 
reconna issance  of t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. A s  we f lew back,  y e s ,  s i r ,  we f lew i n  an ob l ique ,  
t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, t o  t h e  My Lai  a r e a .  

Q Which d i r e c t i o n  from i t ?  . 

A. We went n o r t h  o f - i t ,  s i r .  We went sou th  of LZ 
Upt igh t  and n o r t h  of My La i  ( 4 )  , s i r  and . t h e  My Lai  a r e a .  

Q I p o i n t  o u t  one r a t h e r  obvious t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e  i n  
t h i s  a r e a ,  and t h a t  i s  H i l l  85  t o  t h e  sou th  of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  
Do you s e e  it t h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g  on MAP-l)? 

A. . Yes, s i r .  

Q O  Does t h a t  r e f r e s h  your  memory a s  t o  any p l a c e  
where you may have been f l y i n g ?  

A. S i r ,  i f ,  I ' cou ld  p o i n t  it ' o u t .  

(The wi tnes s  s t e p s  t o  t h e .  map and p o i n t s  o u t  
s p e c i f i c  a r e a s  a s  he r e f e r s  t o  them.) 

We f lew along t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ,  s i r ,  because I 
remember s e e i n g  t h e  r i v e r  h e r e .  (Witness p o i n t s  i n  t h e  a r e a  
of g r i d  l i n e s  .82 and 83 on MAP-1 . )  

(2. Are you s u r e  t h a t ' s  t h e  r i v e r ?  Could it have 
been t h e  Song Tra  Khuc River t o  t h e  sou th?  . 
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A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  s ir .  A s  we l e f t  LZ D o t t i e ,  
s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  w e  f lew t o o  f a r  s o u t h .  We s o r t  
of went by t h i s  way and t h i s  w a s  a very  prominent h i l l  mass 
and came around and approached LZ Uptight  g e n e r a l l y  t o  t h e  

, sou th  and t h e  wes t ,  sir .  

Q I ' l l  s a y ,  Captain  GAMBLE, t h a t  w e  have had o t h e r  
w i tnes ses  who were on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  f l i g h t  who have i n d i -
c a t e d  t h a t  t hey  s tood  o f f  from t h e  v i l l a g e  approximately  
2 k i l o m e t e r s ,  1500 meters  t o  2 k i l o m e t e r s ,  b u t  t hey  
were g e n e r a l l y  t o  t h e  sou th  of  t h e  a r e a .  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  s ir .  A s  I remember 
going a long  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  we were head ing  from LZ 
D o t t i e  t o  LZ u p t i g h t .  

Q- W a s  t h e  purpose o f  t h i s  excu r s ion  t o  t a k e  you
back t o  LZ Upt ight  o r  t o  go on reconna issance?  

A. S i r ,  t hey  combined k t .  I n  o t h e r  words,  they  were 
going t o  LZ Upt igh t ,  s o  t hey  made a v i s u a l  r econna i s sance  
and they  a l s o  took m e  back.  I remember t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  looking  o u t  of t h e  r i g h t  side of t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r ,  s o  t h a t  would have p u t  him look ing  s o u t h ,  s i r .  

(2. I f  he was f l y i n g  e a s t ,  I a g r e e ,  b u t  i f  he was 
f l y i n g  wes t  he could have been looking  n o r t h ,  c o u l d n ' t  he?  

A. We were f l y i n g  e a s t ,  s i r .  W e  o n l y  made one f ly-by 
t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, s i r .  

Q. A t  t h a t  time, '  what was s a i d  about  t h e  LZ? 

A. Nothing was s a i d  t o  me, s i r .  

Q- What were you a long  f o r ?  

A. S i r ,  I w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  t h e r e  on t h e  reconna issance .  
A s  I remember, t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  g -enera l ly  
po in t ed  o u t  t h e  a r e a  t o  me and I d i d n ' t  have an in te rcom 
set  on o r  any th ing ,  s i r ,  s o  I acknowledged, "yes"  and shook 
my head t o  him. Gene ra l ly ,  s i r ,  I was j u s t  t h e r e  t o  g e t  
a r i d e  back t o  LZ Upt igh t .  

Q. What was s a i d  about  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of your, a r t i l l e r y  
prep?  Now, y o u ' r e  an a r t i l l e r y m a n  and y o u ' r e  going t o  
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f i r e  t h e  prep.. Yet,  y o u ' r e  t e l l i n g  me, up t o  t h i s  p o i n t  

t h a t  you r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know where t h e  prep  was going.  


A. S i r ,  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  poir- ted o u t  a 
p o i n t  t o  me i n  t h e  a r e a ,  g e n e r a l l y  where t h e  l o c a t i o n  of 

. t h e  a r e a  was. and po in t ed  t o  i t .  

Q Can you p o i n t  on t h a t  map where he po in t ed  t o  

you t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep  was going t o  go? 


A. A s  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  s i r ,  i t  was g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h i s  
a r e a ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  be p o s i t i v e ,  s i r .  (Witness p o i n t s  t o  an 
a r e a  of MAP-1 i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  g r i d  l i n e s  82 and 8 3 . )  I do 
no t  remember, sir.  

Q .  Did a l l  of  t h e  o t h e r  people  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  

have in te rcom head s e t s  on? 


A. No, s i r .  The a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  I d o n ' t  

b e l i e v e  was on t h e  in te rcom,  s i r .  


Q *  Were t h e  company commanders .on in tercom? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  a l l  t h e  company commanders were 

wi th  us and I c a n ' t  even be s u r e  t h a t  any of them were on 

t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r .  I do remember Colonel  BARKER be ing  on t h e  

h e l i c o p t e r  and a l s o  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r .  


Q .  Do you remember Captain  MEDINA b e i n g  on t h e  h e l i -  

cop te r?  Do you remember Captain MICHLES b e i n g  on t h e  h e l i - 

c o p t e r ?  


A. I t h i n k  captiin MICHLES was on t h e r e ,  s ir .  I 

c a n ' t  be  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  Captain  MEDINA .was on t h e r e .  


Q- What was s a i d  concerning t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f ?  Did 
they  give '  any i n d i c a t i o n  t o  burn  t h e  h u t s ,  t h e  hootches  and 
t o  k i l l  t h e  l i v e s t o c k ?  

A. No, s i r .  - I never  hea rd  anyth ing  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

Q. I f  i n s t r u c t i o n s  such a s  t h i s  were i s s u e d  and you 

were on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  o r  a d i s c u s s i o n  such a s  t h i s  ensued 

and you were on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  .would you. have hea rd  i t ?  
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A. Unless it was over  t h e  in te rcom,  s i r ,  I would 
have hea rd  it. I c o u l d n ' t  h e a r  it over  t h e  in tercom.  I f  
it w a s  made i n  t h e  open they  would have had t o  jusZ about 
y e l l  t o  g e t  ove r  t h e  n o i s e  o f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q. Did you have t h e  doors  c lo sed  o r  opened? 

A. Open,. sir.  

Q e  You're s u r e  t hey  were open? 

A. I know t h e  door on t h e  r igh t -hand  s i d e  of  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  because t h e  ALO was s i t t i n g  i n  a s q u a t t e d  f a sh ion  
a t  t h a t  door. 

Q: Where w e r e  you wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  him?. 

A. I was s i t t i n g  on t h e  canvas s e a t  i n  t h e  r e a r  of 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  sir.  

Q. Where was Colonel  BARKER? . 

A. H e  was s i t t i n g  toward t h e  l e f t ,  s i r ,  and i n  t h e  
f a r  l e f t  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  same canvas s e a t ,  sir. 

, Q - The t a s k  f o r c e  commander, . a cco rd ing  t o  your  

d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  way you were f l y ' i ng ,  was s i t t i n g  i n  a 

p l a c e  where h e .  couldn ' t s e e  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  ' a rea?  


A. . T h a t ' s  where he would h.ave been s i t t i n g ,  s ir .  
H i s  conso le  was on t h a t  s i d e  and h i s  .p lug- in  f o r  t h e  i n t e r -  
com was r i g h t  on t h a t  s i d e ,  s ir .  To t h e  b e s t  of my know- 
ledge  t h a t  i s  where he  w a s  s i t t i n g ,  sir.  -
Q - I ' m  . t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  i n  my mind, Captain  
GAMBLE, what you l e a r n e d  going t o  f i r e  s u p p o r t  b a s e  D o t t i e  
and on t h i s  reconna isance  b e f o r e  you r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ Upt ight?  . 

A t  t h e  moment I have a very  s m a l l  p i c t u r e  of  your  l e a r n i n g  
anyth ing .  

A. S i r ,  t h e  prepar ' a t ions  t h a t  we conducted i n  t h i s  
a r e a ,  many t imes  I d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  a reconna issance .  This  

. 	 was one of t h e  few t i m e s  t h a t  I a c t u a l l y  f lew ove r  t h e  
a r e a  where w e  were go ing  t o  f i r e  a p r e p a r a t i o n .  I norm-
a l l y  -just . r e c e i v e d  t h e  g r i d s  and t h e  a r t i l l e r y  , l i a i s o n  
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o f f i c e r ,  once  h e  g o t  t h a t  round o f  smoke o u t  t h e r e ,  would 
a d j u s t  it e x a c t l y  where he  wanted t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  a t .  I n  
t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  where I d i d  f l y  o v e r ,  h e  j u s t  g e n e r ~ l l y  
p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  a r e a  and he  gave  m e  a g r i d  t h a t  he  would 

. t a k e  t h e  round o f  ,smoke from and a d j u s t  it on t o  t h e  LZ. 

Q 	 Wel l ,  t h e  f a c t  remains  t h a t  you w e r e  on t h e  a 

r e c o n n a i s s a n c e .  From p r e v i o u s  t e s t i m o n y  w e  have  q u i t e  a  
f e w  i n d i c a t i o n s  of  what  was s a i d  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  b u t  you 
a r e  n o t  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  'you h e a r d  any o f  it. 

A. You a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  my p r e v i o u s  t e s t i m o n y ?  

Q- No. I am t a l k i n g  a b o u t  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  

A. To t h e  best o f  my knowledge,  I d i d n . ' t  because  
r e a l l y  t h e  o n l y  p e r s o n  I was concerned  w i t h  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
was C a p t a i n  VAZQUEZ, s i n c e  h e  was t h e  ALO, and I was a c t u a l l y  
working f o r  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander t h r o u g h  him. I s o r t  
of p a i d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  him a s  t o  a n y t h i n g  he  was g o i n g  t o  
t e l l  m e  and I d o n ' t  remember any o t h e r  c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  s i r .  

10: Do you have any q u e s t i o n s ,  M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR 	 MACCRATE: Not on t h i s .  

10: M r .  WEST? 

MR WEST: Under t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t h e  way t h i s  m i s s i o n  
was . t o  b e  f i r e d ,  d u r i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  ALO i n  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  w i t h  Colone l  BARKER, h e  c o u l d  have  a d j u s t e d  
t h e  f i r e  on t h e  v i l l a g e  j u s t  by s e n d i n g  back c o r r e c t i o n s ,  
c o u l d n ' t  h e ,  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it would b e  p o s s i b l e .  L i k e  I s a i d ,  s i r ,  
t h e  normal  SOP was t o  f i r e  one round o f  smoke and a d j u s t  on 
t h e  t a r g e t .  

MR 	 WEST: T h a t ' s  a l l  I have .  

10: C o l o n e l  WILSON? 

. 	 COL WILSON: Do you remember, d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you 
commanded t h i s  b a t t e r y ,  how many o f  t h i s  t y p e  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
t h a t  you had?  Could you g i v e  u s  a  g e n e r a l  i n d i c a t i o n  of  how 
o f t e n  t h e y  conducted  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on t h e  f i r i n g  o f  
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c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  asad s o  fo r th?  

A. W e  had one, s i r ,  t h a t  d id  not  occur a t  LZ Uptight.  
I t  occurred a t  a  l a t e r  time, where, during a  n igh t  mission,  
some rounds inadver ten t ly  f e l l  0 n . a  f r i end ly  pos i t i on .  But 
it was no t  a t  LZ Uptight ,  sir. 

Q- These a r e  no t  very f requent?  

A. No, sir. 

0 .  It sounds l i k e  t h a t ,  during t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you w e r e  
t he r e ,  you had only t h a t  one i nves t i ga t i on?  Is t h a t  co r r ec t ?  

A. Right,  sir. Not an a r t i l l e r y  i nc iden t ,  sir. We 
had q u i t e  a stack of  them because they were conducted a t  
d iv i s i on  a r t i l l e r y  l e v e l ,  They were s e n t  t o  a l l  t h e  b a t t e r i e s ,  
sir. 

e. 

d
10: You go t  copies of a l l  t h e  i nves t i ga t i ons  from 

wi th in  t h e  d iv i s i on  a r t i l l e r y ?  -4 
rn 

A. Y e s ,  sir. They w e r e  reproduced and s e n t  t o  a l l  t h e  
u n i t s  wi th in  the d i v i s i o n  a r t i l l e r y .  They included recommen- 
da t ions  of  how t o  prevent  t h e  i nc iden t  i n  t h e  fu tu r e .  

COL WILSON t It sounds l i k e  " lessons  learned.  " 

A. Right,  sir. This is what it was. I t  was e n t i t l e d  
" A r t i l l e r y  Incident t1  and t h e r e  was a  whole de sc r ip t i on  of the  
i nc iden t ,  when it occurred. It d id  n o t  mention u n i t s  o r  
anything l i k e  t h a t .  This was pu t  ou t  by t he  d i v i s i o n  a r t i l l e r y .  

COL WILSON': Tha t ' s  a l l  I have, sir. 

COL FRANKLIN: GAMBLE, you kep t  a f i r i n g  c h a r t  i n  t h e  FDC, 
r i g h t ?  

A. f i gh t ,  sir. W e  had two f i r i n g  cha r t s .  

8. And on these  f i r i n g  cha r t s  you p l o t t e d  a l l  the  
f r i end ly  u n i t s  and where they were? 

A. Fr iendly  u n i t s  were no t  put  on t h e  f i r i n g  c h a r t s ,  
sir. They were p u t  on an opera t ions  cha r t .  The f i r e  
d i r e c t i o n  o f f i c e r  who was on duty had a  map r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of 
him and he would keep updating these  loca t ions  f o r  t h e  
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f r i e n d l y  p o s i t i o n s ,  s i r .  They were n o t  a c t u a l l y  p u t  on t h e  
f i r i n g  c h a r t ,  sir. 

Q- You d i d  p u t - n o - f i r e  zones on your map, d i d n ' t  you? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. Any t h a t  w e  'had were pu t  on t h e  f i r i n g  
c h a r t s .  

Q O  
 How about t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  you s e e  he re  i n  orange? 
Were t h e r e  any r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n , y o u r  map a s  t o  f i . r ing  i n  
t h e r e ?  (COL FRANKLIN p o i n t s  t o  MAP-1 i n  t h e  a r e a  of P i n k v i l l e . )  

A. No, sir.. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge t h e r e  was 
none whatsoever . 
Q- North of t h i s  a r e a  and say around one of these  
l i t t l e  towns? Say i n  a town populated a r e a ,  would you have 
t h a t  some way marked on your map, s o  t h a t  i f  you g o t  a g r i d  
t o  f i r e  t h e r e  you would know n o t  t o  f i r e ?  

A. Yes, sir. W e  had one smal l  v i l l a g e  nor th  along 
t h e  ocean, sir,  where w e  had it c i r c l e d  and t h a t  was a 
no- f i r e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- You had nothing on your map t h a t  would f l a s h  a 
warning l i g h t  t o  t h a t  f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  o f f i c e r  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
a populated a r e a  and i f  he g o t  a g r i d  t h e r e  he was going t o  
be f i r i n g  i n t o  a populated a r e a  and he had t o  t ake  c e r t a i n  
measures t o  check f o r  t h i n g s  of t h a t  na tu re?  

A. H e  j u s t  read  from h i s  opera t ions  map, p l u s  a l l  
t h e  g r i d s  had t o  be c lea red .  He would have t o  r eques t  a 
c l ea rance  on it. 

Q. But he had a way of knowing i f  t h i s  g r i d  was i n  
where t h e r e  was people? 

A. Y e s . ,  sir.  H e  could p l o t  it r i g h t  on t h a t  map 
t h a t  he had. 

Q. I f  you g o t  a g r i d  where t h e r e  was people and it 
was c l e a r e d  by t h e  ALO, r e g a r d l e s s  of whether t h e r e  was 
people you would f i r e  i t ?  There was no r e g u l a t i o n s ,  f o r  
example, t h a t  you had t h a t  you would r e f u s e  t o  f i r e  t h a t  
mission and g e t  a v e r i f i c a t i o n  and go through some o t h e r  
channels? 
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A. NO,  sir. My f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  o f f i c e r  would q u e s t i o n  
a l l  g r i d s  t h a t  came i n t o  a popu la t ed  a r e a .  However, on many 
occas ions  t h a t  popu la t ed  a r e a  which was i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  
map, a c t u a l l y  was n o t  t h e r e  a t  a l l .  It had been d e s t r o y e d  
y e a r s  b e f o r e .  

Q Was t h e r e  any e f f o r t  made i n  your  a r t i l l e r y  t o  
r e c o n s t i t u t e - - f o r  example, I know t h a t  some o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t r y  
t o  f i n d :  o u t  where t h e  peop le  were and p u t  them on t h e  map. 
Was any th ing  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  done i n  your  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  That  one v i l l a g e  t h a t  I mentioned was 
an upda te  of t h a t  t ype  t h i n g .  I was g iven  by my b a t t a l i o n  
commander t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  a v i l l a g e  and he wanted m e  t o  
circle it and make s u r e  t h a t  no g r i d s  w e r e  e v e r  f i r e d  i n  t h a t  
l o c a t i o n .  

C 
.. ... 

Q g  Could t h i s  OP o r d e r  t h a t  you g o t  have been j u s t  
an o v e r l a y  g i v i n g  you t h e  g r i d  and t h e  sequence o f  f i r e  and \j 

t h e  t i m e  o f  f i r e  and made o u t  by your  ALO r a t h e r  t h a n  made (53 

o u t  by t h e  S3 i n  an  OP o r d e r ?  Is t h a t  p o s s i b l e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e .  

Q- Did your ALO j u s t  f r e q u e n t l y  g i v e  you a p i e c e  of 
pape r  w i t h  t h e  g r i d  and any p e r t i n e n t  i n fo rma t ion  l i k e  t h e  
t i m e  of f i r e  and how long  t o  f i r e ?  Was t h i s  a normal t h i n g  
f o r  VAZQUEZ t o  do? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I have r e c e i v e d  them on occas ion .  On 
o t h e r  occas ions  I d i d n ' t  r e c e i v e  any th ing  a t  a l l  e x c e p t  a 
g r i d  by r a d i o  t h a t  I w a s  t o  f i r e .  

Q- Who gave you t h i s  o r d e r ?  Was it CALHOUN o r  was 
it VAZQUEZ? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge it was Capta in  VAZQUEZ. 
I d o n ' t  remember meet ing Major CALHOUN t h a t  day. 

Q. When you g o t  an OP o r d e r ,  who normally  gave it t o  
you? 

A. I normally  g o t  i t  through t h e  ALO, s i r ,  because 
he would come through t h e  LZ w i t h  t h e  OP o r d e r  t o  g i v e  m e  
a copy of  it. 

Q. If you had k i l l e d  some c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  
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even though t h e  g r i d  had been c l e a r e d ,  would t h a t  have been 
an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  
, . 

Q.  No m a t t e r  i f  t h e  g r i d  i s  c l e a r e d ,  i f  you k i l l e d  
c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e  would have t o  be a ~ i v i s i o nA r t i l l e r y  
i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t  a s  you remember? 

A. Yes, s i r .  hat i s  my knowledge. Any t ime t h e r e  
was an a l l e g a t i o n  they  would conduct an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  by Div is ion  A r t i l l e r y .  

Q When Colonel  HENDERSON spoke,  d i d  he e v e r  make a 
s t a t emen t  t h a t  everybody i n  t h i s  a r e a  was a VC o r  a VC 
sympathizer?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  I had heard  t h a t  s t a t emen t  
made on s e v e r a l  occas ions .  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  t h e  sou rces .  I 
had heard  t h a t  made i n  t h a t  a r e a  when I worked i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  
b u t  I cannot say  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON. made t h a t  s t a t emen t .  

Q a  Were you a l i t t l e  l e s s  concerned o r  e q u a l l y  
concerned i n  f i r i n g  i n t o  t h i s  orange a r e a  t h a n ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  
f i r i n g  i n t o  o t h e r  a r e a s  ( p o i n t i n g  t o  MAP-l)? . 
A. No, s i r .  I would no t  be more concerned i n  t h a t  
a r e a .  

10: L e t ' s  p u t  t h i s  a d i f f e r e n t  way. L e t ' s  say t h e  
a r e a  t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h i s  would be a VC-controlled a r e a  and 
you had an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e r e .  Would you t r e a t  i t  
t h e  same way o r  i n  t h e  same manner t h a t  you would t r e a t  it 
i f  it happened a long .Highway 1 i n  t h e  n o - f i r e  zone? 

A. Yes, s i r .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge they  would 
a l l  be cons idered  t h e  same. I know f o r  a r t i l l e r y m e n  t h i s  
was a b i g  t h i n g .  We j u s t  d i d n ' t  want any i n c i d e n t s .  Any 
t ime ,  anywhere it occur red  we were l i a b l e  f o r  a formal  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  s i r .  I was never  t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  was any 
a r e a  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  have t o  worry about g e t t i n g  i n c i d e n t s  i n .  

Q .  You t r e a t e d  any c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t y ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  
of where they  were o r  f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s ,  a s  a cause  f o r  
i n i t i a t i n g  an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, t h a t  i s  
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t h e  way I cons ide red  i t ,  s i r ,  and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i s  t h e  way 
. t h a t  everybody else cons ide red  i t .  They n e v e r  t o l d  m e  any th ing  

t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  s i r .  

COL FRANKLIN: T h a t ' s  what confuses  me a l i t t l e  b i t .  You have 
a l o t  of  double  checks i n  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  and you d o n ' t  want t o  
f i r e  i n t o  where t h e r e  a r e  p e o p l e ,  r i g h t ?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q. So you have g o t  t o  have some k i n d  of  way t o  know 
where t h e  peop l e  a r e .  D i d  you know where t h e  peop le  were i n  
t h i s  orange a r e a  o r  d i d  you have it marked on a map anywhere? 

A. W e  j u s t  had a 1:50,000 map of  t h e  a r e a ,  s i r .  

Q- Did you have peop l e  marked i n  P i n k v i l l e  and peop l e  
marked i n  My La i  ( 4 )  and' peop le  marked anywhere on t h e r e ,  s o  
when you g o t  a g r i d  t h a t  was i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  c l e a r e d  o r  n o t  
c l e a r e d ,  it would f l a s h  a warning l i g h t  t o  you r  f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  
o f f i c e r  t o  double  check? 

A. No, s i r .  H e  double  checked.  I f  t h e y  f e l l  i n t o  an 
a r e a  where t h e r e  were hoo tches  marked on t h e  map, he would 
c o n s i d e r  t h o s e  s u s p e c t ,  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  marked 
on a map o r  an o v e r l a y ,  s ir .  

Q. * You g o t  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  6 9  VC w e r e  k i l l e d  by 
a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, s i r ,  I r e c e i v e d  a 
r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  and t h e  a i r  combined w e r e  c r e d i t e d  
w i t h  69  enemy k i l l e d .  

Q Did you e v e r  p l o t  t h e  g r i d  where t h e s e  6 9  were . 
, r e p o r t e d l y  k i l l e d  an+ checked t h a t  a g a i n s t  t h e  g r i d  t h a t  you 
f i r e d  o r  d i d  you j u s t  t a k e  t h e  f i g u r e ?  

A. No, s i r .  I never  confirmed t h a t  g r i d .  I d o n ' t  
remember i f  I e v e r  saw a g r i d  on i t ,  s i r ,  b u t  I neve r  checked 
it. 

Q Has your  a r t i l l e r y  e v e r  been c r e d i t e d  w i t h  t h a t  b i g  
a k i l l  b e f o r e ?  

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q .  That  w a s . a  p r e t t y  b i g  t h i n g  i n  you r  b a . t t e r y ?  
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A Y e s ,  sir. This  i s  why,, when I m e t  t h e  Divis ion 
A r t i l l e r y  commander, I mentioned having p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h i s .  

Q e  I ' v e  g o t  j u s t  one f i n a l  ques t i on  on t h i s  ope ra t i on .
Who s t ayed  back and defended Uptight? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir .  

Q *  Every n i g h t ,  d i d  you always have some i n f a n t r y  
t roops  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I never had t o  p u l l  my own per imete r  
s e c u r i t y .  

Q- Did one p la toon  defend Uptight? Could they?  

A. I ' d  say  n o t  r e a l l y  adequate ly ,  s i r ,  b u t  i t  could 
be done. 

COL FRANKLIN: Thank you. 

MR MACCRATE: Captain GAMBLE, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  had 
been one a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  t h a t  you could 
recall.. How does such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  commence? How i s  
it s t a r t e d ?  I understand t h a t  it i s  by t h e  Divis ion 
A r t i l l e r y ,  b u t  how does it g e t  s t a r t e d ?  

A. Normally, s ir ,  t h e  ma jo r i t y  of  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  I 
s a w  i n  t h i s  gene ra l  a r e a ,  and you might say t h e  whole p rov ince ,  
were r e p o r t s  from t h e  ARVN t roops  t o  ou r  a d v i s o r s ,  t h e  
American adv i so r s ,  and they forwarded them t o  d i v i s i o n .  There 
w a s  a r e p o r t ,  f o r  example, t h a t  t e n  c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  
t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  by a r t i l l e r y  a t  such and such a g r i d ,  and 
t h a t  w a s  forwarded up through channels  by d i v i s i o n  a r t i l l e r y  
and they would send o u t  an i n v e s t i g a t o r  t o  s t a r t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
sir. 

Q. But, t h e  r e p o r t  would s t a r t  wi th  l o c a l  Vietnamese 
sources?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. E i t h e r  t h a t ,  o r  someone v i s u a l l y  see ing  
it. I n  o t h e r  words, on an ope ra t i on  where rounds a c t u a l l y  
f e l l  s h o r t  through an e r r o r  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  and he 
r epo r t ed  it up through ou r  own channels .  

Q- Ord ina r i l y  it was someone down where t h e  s h e l l s  
w e r e  l and ing  r a t h e r  t han  someone from your b a t t e r y  t h a t  was 
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making t h e  r e p o r t  a s  t o  any c a s u a l t i e s ?  You w o u l d n ' t  be 
aware o f  what was happening o r  i f  it was h i t t i n g  t h e  t a r g e t  
a r e a ?  

A. R i g h t ,  s i r .  I w o u l d n ' t  normal ly  know t h a t .  
There  w e r e  a r e a s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  o f  Up t igh t  where w e  cou ld  
a c t u a l l y  s e e  rounds  l a n d i n g ,  b u t  normal ly ,  i f  an i n c i d e n t  
w e r e  t o  o c c u r ,  it would be t h e  forward o b s e r v e r  on t h e  
ground who would see t h a t  t h e  rounds  had f a l l e n  s h o r t  and 
i n j u r e d  some o f  t h e  i n f a n t r y ,  o u r  own i n f a n t r y  t h a t  was 
o u t  t h e r e ,  o r  t h a t  t hey  had i n j u r e d  some Vietnamese 
c i v i l i a n s ,  o r  a r e p o r t  would be  r e c e i v e d  t h a t  someone was 
i n j u r e d  o r  k i l l e d .  

Q I f  you knew t h a t  t h e r e  had been an  i n c i d e n t  a s  
a . r e s u l t  o f  your  f i r i n g ,  what was your  o b l i g a t i o n  under  any 
o u t s t a n d i n g  o r d e r s ,  a s  f a r  a s  you w e r e  concerned? What 
was you r  SOP? . . 

A. I would have t o  r e p o r t  it back t o  my b a t t a l i o n .  
I f  I knew t h a t  I had f i r e d  o u t  and caused  a n  i n c i d e n t ,  I 
would r e p o r t  it th rough  my o p e r a t i o n s  c e n t e r  t o  my b a t t a l i o n  
commander. 

Q I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  d i d n ' t  you have i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  
t h e r e  was an i n c i d e n t ,  an  a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. The on ly  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  I h a d ,  s i r - - l i k e  I s t a t e d  
p r e v i o u s l y ,  was my b a t t a l i o n  commander t e l l i n g  m e  t h a t  t h e y  
w e r e  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  a l l  t h e  k i l l s  were a c t u a l l y  enemy k i l l s .  

Q. Now, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  was a whole month 
l a t e r ?  

A. I t  was a b o n s i d e r a b l e  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .  

Q . Was t h i s  t h e  f i r s t  you had h e a r d  o f  any th ing  of  
t h a t  s o r t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h a t  was t h e  -only t h i n g  I e v e r  h e a r d  
abou t  it. Up t o  t h e  time when t h i s  whole My L a i  i n c i d e n t  
b roke  i n  t h e  newspapers ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  I had 
h e a r d  abou t  it. 

Q You had neve r  h e a r d  o f  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  b e i n g
c r e d i t e d  w i t h  6 9  k i l l s ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  b u t  n o t  an i n c i d e n t .  Th i s  was a c t u a l l y  
enemy k i l l s .  Th i s  was n o t  an i n c i d e n t .  

Q There  was no q u e s t i o n  i n  your  mind, up ?o t h e  t i m e  
t h a t  your  b a t t a l i o n  comnander s a i d  t h a t ,  t h a t  t h e r e  were any 

. c i v i l i a n s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h a t  6 9 ?  

A. No, s i r .  None wha t soeve r ,  because  I r e c e i v e d  no 
i n d i c a t i o n  wha t soever  t h a t  t h e y  were n o t  enemy. 

MR MACCRATE: I have n o t h i n g  e l s e  a t  t h e  moment. 

10: Cap ta in  GAMBLE, how many r a d i o s  d i d  you have i n  t h e  
b a t t e r y ?  

A. The on ly  r a d i o s  t h a t  I had w e r e  two VRC-46's i n  
t h e  f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  c e n t e r  and I had a s e a r c h l i g h t  t h a t  worked 
on t h e  h i l l  w i t h  m e ,  who was a r t i l l e r y ,  and he had a VRC-46 
on h i s  own. n e t .  Those were t h e  o n l y  r a d i o s  t h a t  I had ,  s i r .  

Q .  What s t a t i o n s  d i d  you have t h e s e  t u r n e d  on? 

A. I was r e q u i r e d  t o  mon i to r  my b a t t a l i o n  command n e t  
on one ,  and on t h e  o t h e r  r a d i o  t h e  f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  n e t  t h a t  I 
r e c e i v e d  a l l  my f i r e  m i s s i o n s  ove r .  

Why d i d  you moni to r  your  b a t t a l i o n  n e t ?  

A. I f  w e  r -eceived any th ing  o t h e r  t h a n  f i r e  m i s s i o n s ,  
s i r - - i f  w e  r e . ce ived  some i n f o r m a t i o n  .from my b a t t a l i o n  o r-

p o s s i b l y  from t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  t h a t  d i d n ' t  concern  a f i r e  
m i s s i o n ,  w e  would r e c e i v e  i t  on t h a t  command n e t ,  s i r .  

Q Were you a t t a c h e d  t o  Task Force  Barker?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  ' I was n o t  a t t a c h e d , ,  s i r .  ' I was d i r e c t  
s u p p o r t ,  t o  my knowledge. I was n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  moni to r  any 
o f  t h e i r  n e t s ,  s i r .  

Q I f  you r e c e i v e d  any command i n s t r u c t i o n s  and you 
were a t t a c h e d  t o  Task Force  Ba rke r ,  w o u l d n ' t  you r e c e i v e  
you r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from Task Force  Ba rke r ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  your  
b a t t a l i o n .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I was a c t i n g  i n  a d i r e c t  s u p p o r t  r o l e ,  
b u t  my b a t t a l i o n  wanted me t o  m a i n t a i n  communications w i t h  
them and I s t a y e d  on t h e i r  command n e t .  A l l  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
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from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  concern ing  f i r e  miss ions  would come ove r  
t h e  f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  n e t .  

Q You d i d n ' t  have t o  s t a y  tuned i n t o  t h i s  one 
f requency.  You cou ld  always tune  i n t o  your  b a t t a !  i o n  n e t  
any t i m e  you wanted t o .  We're n o t  t a l k i n g  abou t  a c r y s t a l  

, s e t  w i t h  on ly  one f requency.  We're t a l k i n g  about  a ve ry  
s o p h i s t i c a t e d  r a d i o  s e t .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  b u t  I normal ly  ma in t a ined  it on t h e  
command n e t .  

Q - That  i s  c e r t a i n l y  unusua l .  The s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  
I would connec t  it w i t h ,  w e  d i d  n o t  hand l e  i t  t h a t  way. 

A. I r e c e i v e d  95  p e r c e n t  of  my i n f o r m a t i o n ,  s i r ,  
th rough  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  and he was l i m i t e d  
i n  r a d i o s .  H e  was r e q u i r e d  t o  s t a y  on t h e  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n  
command n e t ,  s i r ,  and he would normal ly  p a s s  on i n f o r m a t i o n  
t o  m e  through o u r  command n e t  concern ing  something about  t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e  t h a t  I might  be r e q u i r e d  t o  do. Th i s  p o s s i b l y  was 
t h e  r e a s o n ,  s ir .  I t  would seem odd, b u t  he was l i m i t e d  i n  
h i s  r a d i o s .  

Q Who was t h e  0 the . r  "46"  tuned i n t o ?  

A, The f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  n e t ,  s i r .  I b e l i e v e  a t  t h a t  
t i m e  i t  was t h e  FD 4 ,  f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  4 n e t  of  o u r  own 
b a t t a l i o n .  That  was s o  t h e  o b s e r v e r s  cou ld  c a l l  i n  f o r  f i r e  
m i s s i o n s ,  s i r .  A l l  t h e  o b s e r v e r s  on t h e  ground moni tored 
t h a t  n e t  and t hey  c a l l e d  t h e i r  f i r e  m i s s ions  i n  o v e r  t h a t  
n e t ,  s i r .  

Q Did you have any d i r e c t  communications w i t h  your  
ALO when he was f l y i n g  w i t h  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander and 
, d i r e c t i n g  your  a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. ' Y e s ,  sir.  

Q I f  you o n l y  had two, one of  them obv ious ly  had 
t o  be on t h a t  f requency ,  d i d n '  t i t ?  

A. H e  would c a l l  i n  a f i r e  miss ion  j u s t  l i k e  a ground 
o b s e r v e r  on t h e  f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  4 n e t ,  s o  he  was on t h e  f i r e  
d i r e c t i o n  n e t ,  s i r .  

Q You mean f o r  your  e n t i r e  b a t t a l i o n ,  you have a l l  
your  b a t t e r i e s  working o v e r  t h e  same n e t ?  
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A. No, s i r .  There were f o u r  n e t s :  FD 1, 2 ,  3 ,  and 
4 .  A t  t h a t  t ime ,  s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  I was on FD 4 and t h a t  
was f o r  my b a t t e r y  and t h e  obse rve r s  t h a t  worlced c i t h  my 
b a t t e r y ,  s i r .  

Q How d i d  you keep t r a c k  of how t h e  ground f o r c e s  
were p r o g r e s s i n g  t h a t  you were suppor t ing?  

I 

A. I r ece ived  t h e  l o c a t i o n s  hour ly  from t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r .  They had a g r i d  system and a t  t h a t  t ime 
they would s e t  up r e f e r e n c e  p o i n t s  and then  g i v e  me t h e  
l o c a t i o n  from t h e  r e f e r e n c e  p o i n t s  hou r ly  and w e  k e p t  them 
on ou r  o p e r a t i o n s  map. 

Q e  Did you moni tor  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  o r  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  
command n e t ?  

A. NO, sir.  

Q . Are you s u r e  you d i d h ' t ?  

A. We d i d  f o r  a s h o r t  t ime.  I t  w a s  sometime whi le  
I was on LZ Upt igh t ,  b u t  t h i s  was n o t  normal,  s i r .  I was 
r e q u i r e d  t o  s t a y  on those  two n e t s  -- t h e  f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  
n e t  and t h e  command n e t ,  sir.  

Q . Did you e v e r  h e a r  any of  t h e  t r a f f i c  t h a t  went 
back and f o r t h  between t h e  ground elements  and My La i  ( 4 )  
and t h e  commander t h a t  was overhead i-n h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  f o r  
a t ime ,  o r  back t o  f i r e  s u p p o r t  base  D o t t i e ?  

A. No, s i r .  To t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, I d i d  n o t ,  
s i r .  

Q When was it f i r s t  r e p o r t e d  t o  you t h a t  up t o  
about  9 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  morning, a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  p rep ,  t h a t  6 9  VC had been k i l l e d ?  

A. I r ece ived  t h e  i n fo rma t ion ,  I b e l i e v e ,  s i r  t o  
the b e s t ,  of my knowledge around noon t h a t  day.  

Q o A s  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  commander p rov id ing  t h e  suppor t  
f o r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  you f i r e d  t h e  prep  f o r  C / 1 / 2 0  and sub-

, s e q u e n t  t o  t h a t  t ime you f i r e d  a p rep  for B/4/3, I would 
imagine.  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  You a l s o  f i r e d  a p rep  f o r  an 
a i r  a s s a u l t  of t h e i r s  l a t e r  t h a t  morning? . 

APP T-22 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. I a m  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  we only f i r e d  one p r e p a r a t i o n .  
I a m  n o t  r e a l l y  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  w e  f i r e d  any more. I am 
p o s i t i v e  t h a t  we f i r e d  one prep.  

0. Did you g e t  an o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t  o r  a SITREP a t  
t h e  end of t h e  day a s  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ' s  r e s u l t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e ,  s i r ,  t h a t  a l l  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  I 
ob ta ined  w a s  from t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r .  X am n o t  
r e a l l y  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  it came from t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  
o f f i c e r  h i m s e l f ,  b u t  it w a s  r e l a y e d  t o  m e  from o r  through 
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  pe r sonne l ,  o r  some of  i t ,  I t h i n k ,  w a s  
r ece ived  from t h e  pe r sonne l  t h a t  had s t a y e d  back on LZ Up-
t i g h t  and had communications w i t h  t h e  ground e lement ,  s i r .  

Q I am having a ha rd  t i m e  fathoming t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  
and the l a c k  of  i n fo rma t ion  which your  b a t t e r y  had of  
o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  suppor t ing ,  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  o t h e r  Cj 

o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  I knew i n  t h e  h igh land  and th roughout  t h e  .=A 

I1 Corps. They d o n ' t  s e e m  t o  go t o g e t h e r ,  because it would 
appear  t o  m e  t h a t  i f  you a r e  going t o  p rov ide  t h e  s u p p o r t ,  Ol 
you have t o  know t h e s e  people  and how they  f u n c t i o n  and 
what they  are going t o  do and be informed of t h o s e  s i t u a t i o n s .  

A. R igh t ,  sir.  I f  I may mention,  s i r ,  w e  r ece ived  
t h e  l o c a t i o n s ,  which w a s  of  prime importance,  of t h e  u n i t s  
as they  moved hour ly .  The forward obse rve r s  on t h e  ground 
mainta ined c o n t a c t  wi th  u s ,  b u t  because of a l a c k  o f  r a d i o s  
t h a t  I had myself I c o u l d n ' t  moni tor  any of  t h e  o t h e r  f r e -
quenc ie s ,  sir. 

Q - Even though you c o u l d n ' t  moni tor  them, Captain  
GAMBLE, t h e r e  are o t h e r  -ways . t h a t  i n £ormat ion could  be 
passed on t o  you s o  t h a t  you would be  p a r t  of t h i s  i n f a n t r y ,  
a r t i l l e r y ,  and armor team t h a t  we keep t a l k i n g  about .  I f  
you a r e  s i t t i n g  o f f  t o  t h e  s i d e  and f i r i n g  a r t i l l e r y  and 
n o t  knowing much about  what i s  be ing  accomplished by it, 
o r  i f  it i s  h i t t i n g  t h e  t a r g e t ,  o r  whether it i s  k i l l i n g  
any VC, o r  any th ing  of  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  d o e s n ' t  it seem 
s t r a n g e ?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I had c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  forward observ-
ers. They k e p t  m e  a b r e a s t  of about any th ing  going on be-
cause  they  may need a r t i l l e r y ,  and they  would g i v e  m e  a 
p o s s i b l e  g r i d  l o c a t i o n .  This  was t h e  way we k e p t  up t o  
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d a t e ,  by t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  forward obse rve r s  and t h e i r  pass ing  
t h i s  in format ion  on t o  us of t h e  a r e a s  t o  s t a n d  by i n ,  and 
t h e  a r e a s  t h a t  they  might r e c e i v e  c o n t a c t  i n .  

. Q g  Did t h i s  FO t h a t  .was wi th  Captain  MEDINA keep 
you a b r e a s t  of t h e  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember h i s  c a l l i n g  any back ,  s i r .  I 
d o n ' t  remember r e c e i v i n g  any from t h e i r  forward obse rve r ,  
s i r .  Of cou r se ,  he  was 'approaching t h e  LZ when t h e  miss ion 
was f i r e d  s o  he was n o t  t h e  a c t u a l  obse rve r  t h a t  ad jus t ed  
t h a t  miss ion .  

(1 I unders tand t h a t ,  b u t  w i t h i n  and i n  accordance 
wi th  a l l  normal procedures , ,  he was on t h e  ground a minute 
o r  two a f t e r  t h e  prep had l i f t e d .  I s n ' t  t h a t  .a normal pro-
cedure?  

.A. Yes, sir.  

Q So, he should have been f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t s  
ob t a ined  from t h e  p r e p ,  f a i r l y  soon. Wouldn' t  t h a t  be an 
a c c u r a t e  assumption? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

C? And t o  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  he d i d  n o t  p rov ide  you 
wi th  any in fo rma t ion?  

A. . No, s i r .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, he d i d  
n o t ,  s i r .  

Q - On t h a t  day, whenever it was, when d i d  you f i r s t  
. g e t  t h e  word t h a t  yoyr a r t i l l e r y  k i l l e d  6 9  VC? 

A. ' S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, around noon I 
r ece ived  word t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  combined wi th  t h e  a i r  t h a t  
went i n t o  t h e  My Lai  a r e a  were c r e d i t e d  w i t h  6 9  VC k i l l e d .  

Q .  , What k ind  of a i r  a r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o ?  

A. The'y r e f e r r e d  t o  it a s  " a i r .  " I n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
t h e r e  would have been bo th  a i r  s t r i k e s ,  t a c t i c a l  a i r  s t r i k e s  
and h e l i c o p t e r  gunships  t h a t  worked i n  t h e  a r e a  as a prep-
a r a t i o n .  
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Q Did you e v e r  hea r  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was be-
i n g  conducted of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  My Lai ( 4 )  which took 
p l a c e  on 1 6  March? 

A. While I was t h e r e ,  s i r ?  
, . 

Q Yes? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q- You never  heard  it o r  were never  informed and no-
body eve r  came and took tes t imony from you? You s igned  no 
s t a t e m e n t  o r  heard  any rumors o r  any th ing  about  an i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  be ing  made of  an i n c i d e n t  which may have taken  p l ace?  

A .  No, s ir .  Not whi le  I was i n  Vietnam, s i r .  U n t i l  
I t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  WILSON, s i r ,  I r ece ived  no. in format ion  
r ega rd ing  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I was never  approached o r  
ques t ioned  on t h i s ,  s ir .  

Q. Did you e v e r  r e c e i v e ' a n y  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  you 
were n o t  t o  t a l k  about t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, s i r .  

MR MACCRATE: When Colonel  LUPER v i s i t e d  you i n  A p r i l  w i th  
Colonel  Mason YOUNG, you desc r ibed  t h e  v i s i t  i n  answer t o  a 
q u e s t i o n  from Colonel  WILSON l a s t  June and you s a i d ,  " I  
mentioned t h a t  we had g o t t e n  68 K I A ' s  on p r e p a r a t i o n  r e c e n t l y  
and t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander commented they  were n o t  s u r e  
t h a t  t hey  were enemy o r  n o t .  That  i s  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  
was mentioned about  t h a t . "  Then you went on and answered 
t o  a f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n ,  " I  k e p t  my mouth s h u t  a f t e r  t h a t .  
A f t e r  I mentioned t h a t  and my b a t t a l i o n  commander s a i d  
t h a t ,  I j u s t  d i d n ' t  s,ay anyth ing .  " Now, when you say  t h a t  
you k e p t  your mouth s h u t ,  a r e  you say ing  t h a t  you never  
t h e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  had been 68 o r  
69 K I A ' s  a s  a r e s u l t  of t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, s ir .  What I meant t h e r e  was t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
commander -- When he menticned t h a t  and t h e  t h r e e  of us 
were s t a n d i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  I d i d n ' t  say anyth ing  a f t e r  t h a t  
i n  t h a t  conve r sa t ion  a s  I was never  approached about  any-
t h i n g  concerning t h i s  a f t e r  t h a t .  
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Q When you used t h e  term,  " I  k e p t  my mouth s h u t , "  
t h a t  sounds l i k e  you sensed something t h a t  you w e r e n ' t  t o  
t a l k  about .  

.A. N O ,  . s i r .  I j u s t  d idn ' t say  anyth ing  - i n  t h e  con-
v e r s a t i o n ,  s ir .  

Q Did anyone, a t  any t ime sugges t  t o  you t h a t  t h i s  
was something n o t  t o  be  t a l k e d  about?  

A. No, s i r .  He d i d n ' t  t e l l  me t o  tal lc  o r  n o t  t o  
t a l k ,  s i r .  

Q .  Assume a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  of t h e  16 th  of 
March t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  
Is t h e r e  any way t h a t  you can imagine such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
be ing  conducted wi thou t  your be ing  i n t e r r o g a t e d ?  

A. No, s i r .  There would be  no way because my 
b a t t e r y  would be  charged w i t h  t h e  i n c i d e n t  and they  would 
have t o  t a l k  t o  me. 

(2 They would have t o  t a l k  t o  you and nobody eve r  
t a l k e d  t o  you. Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. No, s i r .  Normally t hey  would send o u t  an inves-
t i g a t o r  from t h e  S 3  s e c t i o n  of D iv i s ion  A r t i l l e r y  and he 
always t a l k s  t o  t h e  b a t t e r y  commander and he  would be  i n  t h e  
FDC checking a l l  t h e  d a t a .  That  never  occu r red ,  s i r .  

Q. Did Colonel  LUPER e v e r  ques t ion  you wi th  r e s p e c t  
t o  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, s ir .  . 
Q. H e  never  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e  had any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q. And you have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  h i s  t a l k i n g  
about  t h i s  a f t e r  t h e  1 6 t h  of  March o t h e r  than  t h e  one con-
v e r s a t i o n  and obse rva t ion  when Colonel  YOUNG w a s  v i s i t i n g ?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  That  i s  t h e  on ly  t ime .  

MR MACCRATE: I have' no th ing  f u r t h e r .  
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10: ,Did you e v e r  h e a r  t h a t  approximately  20 o r  more 
c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ,  gunships  and c ross -
f i r e  between f r i e n d l y  and enemy elements?  

.A.  NO, s ic .  I d i d  n o t .  

Q Such a r e p o r t  was never  c a l l e d  t o  your  a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  I t  w a s n ' t .  

MR WALSH: You would have had a forward obse rve r  w i t h  Captain 
MEDINA? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q You t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h a t  was L ieu tenan t  ALAUX? 

A. Y e s .  L i eu t enan t  ALAUX. 

Q. How o f t e n  d i d  you s e e  your forward obse rve r s?  I n  
o t h e r  words, a f t e r  an o p e r a t i o n  l i k e  . t h a t ,  would they  come 
back t o  Upt igh t?  

A. I t  would depend on who was t o  work o u t  of LZ Up-
t i g h t .  They normally r o t a t e d  t h e  companies on r e a l l y  no 
s e t  b a s i s .  I would normally s e e  t h e  o b s e r v e r s ,  though. I 
would u s u a l l y  s e e  them about  once a week. 

Q Is i t  your  tes t imony t h a t  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  hear -
i n g . a n y  d i s c u s s i o n  of c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  du r ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  I s u r e  d i d n ' t .  

Q Do you rec .a l l  having d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  L ieu tenan t  
ALAUX about t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A.  No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember t a l k i n g  t o  him 
about  it a t  a l l .  

Q 0 I t  was a p r e t t y  b i g  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Yes; s i r .  .But a s  I remember, and I c a n ' t  q u i t e  
remember t h e  d a t e ,  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  broke up sometime a f t e r  
t h a t  s o  t h e  companies t h a t  formed t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  a long  
wi th  t h e  o b s e r v e r s ,  were moved o u t  of t h a t ' g e n e r a l  a r e a  and 
I s t a y e d  on a t  LZ Upt igh t .  
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. MR WALSH: I have  n o t h i n g  f u r t h e r .  

10: One q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  t h i s  FO, L i e u t e n a n t  ALAUX? 

A. ALAUX, sir. 

Q - Was he  a s s i g n e d  t o  you o r  was he a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  
company? 

A. H e  was n o t  a s s i g n e d  t o  me. He worked wi th  C h a r l i e  
B a t t e r y ,  b u t  h e  was n o t  ' a s s i g n e d  t o  m e ,  s i r .  G e n e r a l l y ,  
when t h e y  form a t a s k  f o r c e  t h e y  work under t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  
t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  s o  t h e y  can  keep an  eye  on t h e  forward 
o b s e r v e r s .  H e  was a c t u a l l y  a s s i g n e d  on paper  t o  c h a r l i e  
B a t t e r y ,  6/11 A r t i l l e r y .  

Q .. H e  was . a n  a r t i l i e r y  o f f i c e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  He was a second  l i e u t e n a n t  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  
I b e l i e v e ,  s i r .  

COL FRANKLIN: C a p t a i n  GAMBLE, i n  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  orange 
a r e a ,  when you g o t  a f i r e  r e q u e s t ,  how would you c l e a r  t h a t ?  
(COL FRANKLIN p o i n t s  t o  t h e  a r e a  i n  g r i d  s q u a r e s  82 and 83 of 

MAP 1.) 

A. T h a t  would be  c l e a r e d  t h e  same way a s  any o t h e r  
one ,  s i r .  I would r e q u e s t  c l e a r a n c e  th rough  my a r t i l l e r y  
l i a i s o n  s e c t i o n  by c a l l i n g  them up and t h e n  t h e y  would ca l l  
me back i n  2 o r  3 minutes  and s a y  I have  t h e  c l e a r a n c e ,  
o r  n o t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  a t  any t i m e  h a v i n g  t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  
c l e a r a n c e s  from o r  f o r  Son Tinh?  Were you e v e r  r e f u s e d  a 
f i r e  r e q u e s t  h e r e  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  r e a s o n s ?  

A. ' I d o n ' t  remember any,  s i r .  

& I t  was e a s y  t o  f i r e  i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. G e n e r a l l y ,  t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a  was f a i r l y  e a s y  t o  
f i r e .  We d i d n ' t  r e c e i v e  a r e f u s a l  on p l i t i c a l  grounds 
v e r y  o f t e n  and. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  s t a t e  an  i n s t a n c e  when we d i d .  

Q. You w e r e  r e f u s e d  t o  f i r e  because  o f  poPu-
l a t i o n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ?  

A. R i g h t ,  s i r ,  
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Q When L i e u t e n a n t  ALAUX was t h e  FO, I g u e s s  t h e s e  
p e o p l e  would t r y  t o  g e t  back and g e t  m a i l  and a l s o  p e r s o n a l  
t h i n g s .  Did t h e y  keep t h a t  up a t  U p t i g h t  w i t h  t h c s e  guys 
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  on choppers  and t h i n g s  t o  come back t o  U p t i g h t ?  

A. No, s ir .  They d i d n ' t  use  U p t i g h t  a s  a  b a s e .  
They would normal ly  have  e v e r y t h i n g  on t h e i r  back.  Any-
t h i n g  e lse  t h e y  had would p o s s i b l y  be  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  s i r .  
They r e a l l y  c o u l d  n o t  p l a n  on when t h e y  would be  back t o  
U p t i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q Normally when you f i r e  a  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  m i s s i o n ,  
w e r e  t h e r e  a l o t  o f  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  back and d i s c u s s i o n s  be-
tween t h e  FO, l i a i s o n  and t h e  b a t t e r y ?  Did you have  t h i s  
k i n d  o f  t h i n g ?  T h i s  b e i n g  your  b i g g e s t  k i l l ,  w e r e n ' t  you 
c u r i o u s  and w a s n ' t  t h e r e  a l o t  of  e x c i t e m e n t  t h a t  you caugh t  
them i n  t h e  open and t h e  f i r s t  round came r i g h t  i n  on t o p  
o f  them, o r  d i d n ' t  t h a t  s o r t  of  s t a r t l e  you? I t h i n k  i n  
.your  p r e v i o u s  t e s t i m o n y  you s t a t e d  t h a t  you f i r e d  maybe 100 
r o u n d s .  ~ l u so r  minus 10 o r  20: Wasn ' t  t h a t  s o r t  of  
s t a r t l i n b  t h a t  you c o u l d  k i l l  t h a t  many p e o p l e  w i t h  j u s t  
f i r i n g  t h a t  many rounds?  

-

A. I n e v e r  g o t  i n t o  a c o n v e r s a t i o n  a b o u t  i t .  No, 
s ir .  

Q . Weren ' t  you c u r i o u s ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  a t  t h e  t i m e  I w a s ,  s i r ,  b u t  f o r  some 
r e a s o n  I n e v e r  g o t  i n t o  a c o n v e r s a t i o n  a b o u t  i t ,  and prob-
a b l y  it was b e c a u s e  t h a t  u n i t  n e v e r  came back t o  U p t i g h t .  I 
d i d n ' t  s e e  them a f t e r  t h a t .  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  where 
t h e y  went  from t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  They may have  gone back t o  

,LZ D o t t i e .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I s t a y e d  i n  t h e  U p t i g h t  a r e a  and 
I n e v e r  g o t  i n t o  any d i s c u s s i o n  abou t  it.  

COL FRANKLIN: Thank you. 

10: Anyone else have  any q u e s t i o n s  of C a p t a i n  GAMBLE? 

(No r e s p o n s e .  ) 

C a p t a i n  GAMBLE, i n  t e r m i n a t i n g  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
p a r t  of t h e  i n q u i r y ,  I would l i k e  t o  a g a i n  c a u t i o n  you t h a t  
you s h o u l d  n o t  d i r e c t l y  d i s c u s s  w i t h  o t h e r s  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  
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i n c i d e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  r e p o r t  
w i t h  p e r s o n s  connec ted  w i t h  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  any way. T h i s  
does  n o t  a p p l y ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i f  you a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  3 i s c u s s  
t h e  c a s e  i n  o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  

. p r o c e e d i n g s  a s .  you may b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  do i n  o f f i c i a l  
d u t i e s .  Now, b e f o r e  we t e r m i n a t e  t h i s ,  I would l i k e  t o  
a sk  you and t o  g i v e  you t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  make any s t a t e -
ment t h a t  you want  which may e n l i g h t e n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  
o c c u r r e d  a t  My L a i  (4) on 16 March which ,  i n  your  judgment,  
w i l l  a s s i s t  us  i n  t h e  purpose  o f  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n . .  

A,  I might  s a y  a  c o u p l e  o f  t h i n g s ,  s ir .  I n  my own 
mind I p e r s o n a l l y  d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  i n c i d e n t  o c c u r r e d ,  be-
c a u s e  I n e v e r  h e a r d  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  i t .  I d i d  n o t  h e a r  any 
t a l k  g o i n g  on between members o f  m y y b a t t e r y .  I had a  v e r y  
s m a l l  b a t t e r y  and w e  w e r e  a p r e t t y  c l o s e - k n i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
on t h a t  h i l l  b e c a u s e  we s t a y e d  t h e r e  a b o u t  4 months. 
When t h e  i n f a n t r y  came up t h e r e  w e  r a n  o u r  m e s s  h a l l  and 
t h e y  a te  i n  o u r  m e s s  h a l l .  W e  had  a very good r a p p o r t  w i t h  
them and i n f o r m a t i o n  g o t  a r o u n d . p r e t t y  good on t h a t  l i t t l e  
h i l l .  Y e t ,  s i r ,  I n e v e r  h e a r d  one t h i n g  a b o u t  an i n c i d e n t  
o c c u r r i n g ,  a s  t o  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n s  o r  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  I r e a d .  
T h a t ' s  a b o u t  a l l  I can s a y  a b o u t  t h a t ,  s i r .  

Q - .  L e t  m e  a sk  you a q u e s t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  your  s t a t e -
ment.  Did C/1/20 d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  a f t e r  t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March--
was i t  s t a t i o n e d  a t  any t ime  on LZ U p t i g h t ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  t h e y  came back .  There  
i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t .  Normally a l l  t h e  
i m p o r t a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  g o t  a round.  There  w a s  n e v e r  any 
problem a b o u t  g e t t i n g  any news a b o u t  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e .  Any-
t h i n g  of  t h i s  p r o p o s i t i o n  would have  come up ,  b u t  y e t  w e  
n e v e r  h e a r d  a n y t h i n g . a b o u t  it o r  I d i d n ' t ,  sir.  

Q Do you have  a n y t h i n g  e lse  t o  o f f e r ?  

A. The o n l y  o t h e r  t h i n g  i s  on t h e  map h e r e .  The 
LZ on t h e  a r e a  o u t l i n e d  i n  g r e e n  i s  n o t  t h e  LZ where we 
w e r e  l o c a t e d .  I t  w a s n ' t  t h e r e .  

Q Wou.ld you p o i n t  o u t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  LZ? 

A .  W e  w e r e  l o c a t e d  h e r e ,  s i r .  The g r i d  i s  728850. 
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Q- Do you have  a n y t h i n g  else t h a t  you would l i k e  
t o  b r i n g  up a t  t h i s  t i m e ?  

A. No, s ir .  

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess u n t i l  0830 tomorrow 
morning. 

(The h e a r i n g  . r e c e s s e d  a t  1810 h o u r s ,  16 
December 1 96 9 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: GELLING, Lewis COL 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 19 January  1970 

PLACE O F  TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED O F :  N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Commanding O f f i c e r ,  

196th I n f a n t r y  Br igade ,  Americal Div i s ion .  


1. STATEMENT ON THE DIVISION POLICY FOR TREATMENT OF 
NONCOMBATANTS. 

The w i t n e s s  heard  no th ing  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  o r  o f  any 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg.  12)  . While t h e  w i t n e s s  was G3, USARV, 
he worked under General  YOUNG who was a t  t h a t  t i m e  anxious 
t h a t  they  stress t h e  importance o f  n o t  engaging any c i v i l i a n s  
u n l e s s  it was a b s o l u t e l y  necessa ry  (pg. 3 ) .  YOUNG'S 
f e e l i n g s  were paramount i n  t h e  Americal ~ i v i s i o n  and General  
KOSTER emphasized h i s  p o l i c i e s  concerning t h e  engagement of 
c i v i l i a n s  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s  (pg.  3 ) .  F i r i n g  upon c i v i l i a n  
communities was r e s t r i c t e d  and s u b j e c t  t o  very  c a r e f u l  
a n a l y s i s  b e f o r e  it was done (pg. 3 ) .  General  KOSTER would 
q u e s t i o n  even t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  d e s t r o y i n g  a home (pg. 3 ) .  
General  YOUNG s t r e s s e d  t h e  importance o f  ma in ta in ing  good 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  t h e  communities t o  t h e  w i t n e s s '  b a t t a l i o n  
commanders when t h e y  w e r e  v i s i t e d  (pg. 3 ) .  H e  c i t e d  an 
example where YOUNG d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  p resence  o f  
ammunition and b l a c k  pajamas i n  an i n d i v i d u a l  s h e l t e r  was 
enough t o  m e r i t  i t s  d e s t r u c t i o n  (pg. 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  re-
c a l l e d  reprimanding through h i s  b a t t a l i o n  commanders, 
company commanders who v i o l a t e d  t h e  d i v i s i o n  p o l i c y -  i n  t h a t  
they  burned a hootch (pg.  11). The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  when 
General  RYDER l e f t  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  YOUNG took o v e r  a s  t h e  
ADC OPS (pg.  7). .  The w i t n e s s  would see KOSTER on an average  
o f  every  two days (pg. 7) and f e l t  t h a t  one of  t h e  A D C ' s  
o r  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  would be  f l y i n g  o v e r  any a c t i o n  
of  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h a t  took p l a c e  i n  t h e  w i t n e s s '  A 0  (pg .9 ) .  
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The v i tness  would s e e  Colonel  HENDERSON on ly  a t  commander's C 
conferences which were n o t  h e l d  very  o f t e n  (pg.  7 ) .  -4 

CL 
2 .  WITNESS' OPINION ON THE STAFF AND THE OPERATIONS OF 00 
THE DIVISION. 

The w i t n e s s  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  d i v i s i o n  from t h e  a s p e c t  
of t h e  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  b r i g a d e s  (pgs .  7, 8 ) .  He f e l t  t h a t  
t h e  s t a f f  d i d  a s  good a job as p o s s i b l e  and a s s i s t e d  him 
on two occas ions  when he had t o  move n o r t h  (pg.  8)  . The 
w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  he could  n o t  g i v e  any-exp lana t ions  of 
why t h e  e v e n t  o c c u r r e d ,  and f e l t  t h a t  "some menta l  d e g e n e r a t i o n "  
was involved (pg.  1 0 ) .  He f e l t  t h a t  probably  t h e  i n c i d e n t  was 
n o t  i n v e s t i g a t e d  because it was n o t  known about  (pg. 11). 
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  General  YOUNG was a ve ry  s e n s i t i v e  person 
and t h e  w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  YOUNG'S concern f o r  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  type  of  i n c i d e n t  would have l e d  t o  an  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 11) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1 2 0 4  hou r s ,  1 9  January 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL FRANI<LIN, and PAJ LYNN. 

. . 

S i r ,  t h e  nex t  w i t n e s s  i s  Colonel  L e w i s  GELLING. 

(COL GELLING was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows  : )  

S i r ,  w i l l  you p l e a s e  s t a t e  f o r  t h e  record  your  
f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, o r g a n i z a t i o n  and 
s t a t i o n ?  

A. Colonel  Louis GELLING, s e r i a l  number 
I ' m  a s s igned  ' t o  Headquar te rs ,  Combat Developements 

Command, ~ o r t 'B e l v i o r  , V i r g i n i a .  

I0 : Colonel  GELLING, have you had an o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  r e a d  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  on them? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  

Q Bes ides  m e  t h i s  morning a t  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
we have on my l e f t  M r .  Robert  MACCRATE, who i s  a c i v i l i a n  
a t t o r n e y  who vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  through t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
of  t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  me i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  t o  
p rov ide  l e g a l  counse l  t o  me. On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel  FRANK-
L I N  who comes from ODCSOPS and he  has  been des igna t ed  by 
t h e  Of f i ce  o f  t h e  Chief o f  S t a f f  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  t o  me. W e  
have o t h e r  groups o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  a r e  l i k e w i s e  t a k i n g  
tes t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  You should  know, however, 
i n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s  I w i l l  be  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p u t t i n g  
t o g e t h e r  t h e  r e p o r t ,  weighing t h e  ev idence ,  making t h e  
f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. Even though you ha.ve volun-
t e e r e d  t o  come b e f o r e  t h i s  i n q u i r y  you a r e  o rde red  n o t  t o  
d i s c u s s  your  tes t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  
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i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i tnes ses  t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  i n  
t h e  performance of o f f i c i a l  du ty  o r  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  
t o  do b e f o r e  a competent a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l eg -
i s l a t i v e  body. I use  t h e  term l e g i s l a t i v e  because it i s  
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you may be c a l l e d  be fo re  one of t h e  ~omrn i t t ee s  
of Congress. For exan~plet h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  subcommittee 

.bf  t h e  House .Armed Se rv i ces  Committee. You should  know 
t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  who have been c i t e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge 
i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  ca se  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v .  
Ca l ley  have been cau t ioned  t h a t  t h e i r  appearance here would 
i n  no way a f f e c t  e i t h e r  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o r  e f f e c t  of t h e  
o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l c t a r y  judge. To t h e  b e s t  of  my 
knowledge you have n o t  been c i t e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge, 
i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge I have n o t .  

Q F ine .  Colonel  GELLING, w i l l  you c i t e  your  du ty
assignment w i t h  t h e  Americal D iv i s ion  i n  1968,  and i n d i c a t e  
when you jo ined  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  and when you d e p a r t e d  t h e  
d i v i s i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I jo ined  t h e  d i . v i s ion  on 1 November 
1967 and remained wi th  t h e  d i v i s i o n  u n t i l  3 June 1968. 
During t h a t  t ime I was t h e  commander of t h e  196th  I n f a n t r y  
Brigade which w a s  a p a r t  of  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n .  

Q - Yes. I unders tand ,  Colonel  GELLING,  t h a t  you 
wanted t o  m a k e  a s t a t e m e n t  f o r  t h e  record .  

A,  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. W e  w i l l  g i v e  you t h i s  oppor tun i ty  t o  make a 
s t a t e m e n t  and subsequent  t o  t h a t  we'd l i k e  t o  add res s  some 
q u e s t i o n s  t o  you. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  s i r ,  a s  I ' m  s u r e  y o u ' r e  
aware, my' concern i s  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  t h e  good name of my d i v i -
s i o n  commander du r ing  t h a t  pe r iod  of t ime and t h e  involve-
ment of course  which I know t h a t  he h a s .  I would a l s o  l i k e  
t o  c i t e  t o  you what my f e e l i n g  of t h e  p o l i c i e s  and s o  f o r t h  
were a t  t h a t  t i m e  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  
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� his goes back a l i t t l e  ways t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  
assignment I w a s  G3 o f  United S t a t e s  Army Vietnam and I worked 
d i r e c t l y  under General  George H. YOUNG, b e t t e r  known a s  
rig" YOUNG. General  YOUNG had c i t e d  t o  m e ,  eve? whi le  

I w a s  G3, on s e v e r a l  occas ions ,  t h a t  he  was ve ry  concerned 
f o r  t h e  way i n  which t h i n g s  were conducted.  H e  was very  anx-
i o u s  t h a t  w e  c o n t i n u a l l y  stress t h e  importance of  n o t  engag- 
i n g  any c i v i l i a n  community o r  any c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  i t  w a s n ' t  
a b s o l u t e l y  neces sa ry  t o  engage. From t i m e  t o  t i m e  he emph- 
a s i z e d  t h i s  a t  v a r i o u s  meet ings  and s o  f o r t h .  C e r t a i n l y  h i s  
f e e l i n g  w a s  paramount i n  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  when I went 
t h e r e .  During t h e  f i r s t  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  General  KOSTER, h e  
emphasized h i s  p o l i c i e s  concern ing  t h e  engagement of c i v i l i a n s ,  
c i v i l i a n  communities, and s o  f o r t h .  I r e a l i z e d  very  q u i c k l y  
t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on f i r i n g  on c i v i l i a n  communities, even 
though w e  had s t r o n g  reason  t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  enemy 
f o r c e s  i n  t h e  communities. I t  was very d e f i n i t e l y  frowned 
upon and,  frowned upon i s  perhaps  t h e  wrong word, very  de- 
f i n i t e l y  s u b j e c t  t o  very  c a r e f u l  a n a l y s i s  b e f o r e  t h e  dec i -  
s i o n  was made t o  engage t h e s e  communities o r  t o  engage c i v i -  
l i a n  pe r sonne l  a t  a l l .  On numerous occas ions  d u r i n g  t h e  
t i m e  t h a t  I commanded t h e  b r i g a d e ,  General  KOSTER, when 
f l y i n g  o v e r  a c t i o n s  t h a t  were i n  p r o g r e s s  would q u e s t i o n  
even t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  d e s t r o y i n g  a home o r  o f  do ing  any 
damage t h a t  w a s n ' t  a b s o l u t e l y  e s s e n t i a l .  The d i v i s i o n  
p o l i c i e s  a s  s t a t e d  by h e  and by General  YOUNG, I ' m  s u r e ,  
l ong  b e f o r e  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  occu r red  emphasized t h e  importance 
of  ma in t a in ing  as good a r e l a t i o n s h i p  a s  w e  p o s s i b l y  could  
wi th  c i v i l i a n  communities, and t r y i n g  t o  b u i l d ,  i n  every  
way w e  p o s s i b l y  could ,  t h e  f r i e n d s h i p  o f  t h e s e  communities. 
I know t h a t  General  YOUNG spoke t o  my b a t t a l i o n  commanders 
as h e  v i s i t e d  them on s e v e r a l  occas ions  i n  t h a t  r e g a r d .  W e  
were t h e r e  t o  make f r i e n d s  n o t  t o  make enemies.  One of t h e  
ways t h a t  w e  cou ld  do t h i s  was by neve r  engaging i n  i n d i s -  
c r i m i n a t e  f i r i n g  o r  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  engagement of  c i v i l i a n s .  
T h a t ' s  about  t h e  most emphasis t h a t  I can p u t  on it, s i r ,  
and about  a l l  I can say  a s  f a r  as my s t a t e m e n t  i s  concerned.  

Q. Y e s .  Well w e  have hea rd  o f  h i s  concern and t h i s  
i s  one o f  t h e  quandr i e s  t h a t  we ' r e  thrown i n t o .  Why, w i th  
such concern d i d  such an i n c i d e n t  t a k e  p l a c e ?  Why was i t  
n o t  p r o p e r l y  r e p o r t e d  and i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  T h a t ' s  what w e ' r e  
t r y i n g  t o  de te rmine  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  moment. 
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I f e e l  t h a t  i n  your command p o s i t i o n  wi th in  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
t h a t  you can be of some h e l p  t o  us t o  g e t  a f e e l  f o r  what 
e x i s t e d  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime. You've a l ready covered 
one s ta tement  t h a t  I wanted, and t h a t  was t h e  genera l  pol- 
i c y  on the  t r ea tmen t  of noncombatants. Also, t h e  po l i cy  
on such mat ters  as burning a home o r  a v i l l a g e  o r  something 
of t h i s  na ture .  I wish you would be a l i t t l e  more e x p l i c i t  
on what the  p o l i c y  of the  d i v i s i o n  was with r e s p e c t  t o  burn- 
i n g  a home o r  a set t lement--dwell ings,  hootches,  houses,  
hamlets ,  o r  something of t h i s  na tu re?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, s i r ,  no hamlet w a s  
ever  burned--authorized t o  be burned. The b a s i c  n a t u r e  of 
burning an i n d i v i d u a l  s h e l t e r  was t h a t  i f  we could i n  f a c t  
e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  it was being used by the  Viet  Cong o r  by t h e  CJ 
NVA, then we would, a s  a s h e l t e r  and as a way-station o r  some- hi 
t h i n g  of t h a t  n a t u r e .  Now on one occasion,  I remember t h a t  Q 
one of the  b a t t a l i o n  commanders was asked about t h i s  by J S  
General YOUNG, and he made remarks back t h a t  they found some 
ammunition i n  t h e r e ,  some packs of ammunition, and some black  
pajamas and a canteen.  General YOUNG s a i d ,  "Well, I j u s t  
d o n ' t  t h ink  t h i s  i s  q u i t e  enough. This d o e s n ' t  seem t o  m e  
t o  be q u i t e  enough i n  t h e  way of evidence t h a t  you should 
burn t h e  h u t  t h a t  might be se rv ing  a s  s h e l t e r  t o  some poor 
family."  So from then  on, why we even became more s t r i c t  
i n  regard  t o  q u a n t i t i e s  of ammunition t h a t  we expected t o  
f i n d  t h e r e .  I f  w e  d i d n ' t  f i n d  100 rounds of ammunition 
t h a t  looked l i k e  i t  was i n  usable  shape and had been l e f t  
t h e r e  f a i r l y  r e c e n t l y ,  i f  we d i d n ' t  f i n d  some web gear  o r  
something t h a t  w a s  d e f i n i t e l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  a s  Chicom o r  
North Vietnamese, t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were t h a t  they would 
n o t  burn t h e  houses. I very f r equen t ly ,  a s  an implementer 
of t h i s  po l i cy ,  t r i e d  t o  fol low up every h u t  t h a t  I saw 
burning a t  any t ime, even i n  engagements, t o  make s u r e  t h a t  
it hadn ' t  been i n t e n t i o n a l l y  s e t  f i r e .  I th ink  we were 
q u i t e  e f f e c t i v e  i n  implementing t h i s  pol icy .  You probably 
know t h a t  i n  t h e  Que Son Valley t h e r e  were some r e a l  oppor- 
t u n i t i e s  f o r  expanding c o n t r o l  purely and simply through 
f r i e n d s h i p  and p r o t e c t i o n .  A s  a r e s u l t  of the  d i v i s i o n  
p o l i c i e s  concerning even the  d e s t r u c t i o n  of r i c e  f i e l d s  and 
s o  f o r t h ,  we were very,  very c a r e f u l  t o  run v e h i c l e s ,  f o r  
ins t ance ,  only over  those  a reas  t h a t  w e  genera l ly  had followed 
before  unless  t h e r e  was a r e a l  mine t h r e a t  and t h i s  s o r t  of th ing .  
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I can s a y ,  l ook ing  back on my expe r i ence  i n  G3 a t  USARV, 
t h a t  I never  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e r e  would be  as much empha- 
sis on it a t  t h e  h i g h e r  l e v e l s ,  I t h i n k  t h e  emphasis was 
g r e a t e r  a t  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  than  even t h e  h i g h e r  
p o l i c i e s  r e f l e c t e d .  

Q= You've t a l k e d  about  t h e  bu rn ing  o f  houses and 
hootches  and s o  f o r t h .  Now I t a k e  i t  t h a t  a l o t  o f  your o r -
i e n t a t i o n  has  been toward t h e  wes t  i n  t h e  Que Song Val ley 
area and s o  on? Now was t h e r e  any d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a  
of l e t ' s  s a y  t h e  Batangan Pen insu la  o r  a long  t h e  c o a s t a l  
s t r i p ?  That  beach,  g e n e r a l l y  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w a s  cons ide red  
a VC area a s  compared t o  t h e  a r e a  f u r t h e r  w e s t ,  a long  High- 
way 1. E a s t  and wes t  o f  t h e r e  w a s  p r e t t y  w e l l  under GVN 
c o n t r o l  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

A. When I r e f e r r e d  t o  Que Son s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  want t o  
confuse  t h a t  w i t h  Ky Son. 

Q e  
 Y e s .  

A. Ac tua l ly  it o r i g i n a t e s  w i t h  t h e  c o a s t a l  p l a i n s  
and then  narrows down u n t i l  it g e t s  t o  an a r e a  t h a t  i s  
r e f e r r e d  t o  as "Antenna Val ley .  The c o a s t a l  a r e a  t h e r e  was 
i n i t i a l l y  cons ide red  t o  be VC. During t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I was 
t h e r e  it more o r  less changed from one of  VC t o  one o f  NVA 
o p e r a t i o n s .  I n s t e a d  o f  t h e  i s o l a t e d  l i t t l e  groups o r  sma l l  
company-si ze u n i t s ,  l a r g e r  u n i t s  a t t empted  t o  move through 
t h e  a r e a  and s o  f o r t h .  A s  you probably know, t h a t  e n t i r e  
area i n  t h e r e  had been more o r  less dominated f o r  about  
25 y e a r s .  Th i s  was t h e  c i rcumstance under which w e  w e r e  
o p e r a t i n g  b u t  t h e  p o l i c y  a p p l i e d  th roughout  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
area and it w a s n ' t  any d i f f e r e n t  on t h e  c o a s t a l  p l a i n  than  
it w a s  i n l a n d .  

Q- Were any p o l i c i e s  t ha t - -  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  We neve r  made any e f f o r t  t o  
d e f i n e  a l i n e  t h a t  was any d i f f e r e n t .  
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Q- What w a s  your r e l a t i o n s h i p  with Task Force Barker? 

A. None, sir. Real ly,  I d o n ' t  even b e l i e v e  t h a t  I 
knew any more t h a n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it was i n  e x i s t e n c e ,  a s  an 
ecpnomy of f o r c e  e f f o r t ,  I t h i n k  r e a l l y .  

Q A t  one t ime, d i d  they se rve  under your command? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. You were l o c a t e d  f u r t h e r  north? The 198 was imme-
d i a t e l y  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of t h e r e ?  

A. The 198 would have been t o  t h e  nor th  -of them, yes  
sir. 

Q. Yes. 

A. I had moved up t o  a p lace  j u s t  t o  t h e  nor th  of 
Tien Phuoc i n  January,  e a r l y  January. Then I moved on up t o  
j u s t  south  of Danang, southwest of Danang, i n  about March. 

Q You w e r e  p r e t t y  w e l ' l  away from t h e  area--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q - That we ' r e  concerned wi th ,  but  we 're  concerned 
with genera l ly  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  of Quang Ngai Province,  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What w e r e  your r e l a t i o n s  with Colonel YOUNG, 
General YOUNG? 

A. Yes, sir. H e  w a s  t he  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commander 
t h e r e ,  and of course had been my boss a s  the  deputy ch ie f  of 
s t a f f  f o r  p lans  and opera t ions ,  Of course he was more o r  
l e s s  my boss al though General RYDER was t h e r e  as  t h e  s e n i o r  
ADC and w a s  more o r  less i n  charge of combat opera t ions .  

Q - Well, when you moved nor th  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  of Danang, 
I f o r g e t  what province t h a t  would be,  probably Quang Nam 
wouldn't  i t ?  

A. Quang N a m ,  yes sir. 
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Q . Did you s t i l l  come under t h e  c o n t r o l  of General 
YOUNG o r  d i d  you s e e  General KOSTER more o f t e n  up t h e r e  dur-
ing t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, General RYDER l e f t  the  d i v i s i o n  and General 
YOUNG r e a l l y  took over as the  ADC ops. Then I began t o  s e e  
a l o t  more of him than I had during t h a t  per iod  when he was 
more o r  less i n  charge of the  admin i s t r a t ion  end of th ings .  

Q . Yes. 

A. I s a w  General KOSTER a t  l e a s t  every 2 o r  
3 days. I would say t h a t  on an average I could hones t ly  
say t h a t  I s a w  him every 2 days. 

Q • A l l  r i g h t ,  During t h i s  t i m e  d i d  you have any as-
s o c i a t i o n  and s o  f o r t h  with Colonel HENDERSON, o t h e r  than  
maybe a t  a commander's conference o r  something of t h i s  na-
t u r e ?  

A. No, s ir .  I knew him befo re .  We'd been c l a s s -
mates a t  t h e  Armed Forces S t a f f  College.  I d i d n ' t  s ee  him 
except  a t  commander's conferences.  Because of t h e  g r e a t  
d i s t a n c e s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  was spread  over ,  I d i d n ' t  s ee  him 
very o f t e n  because we d i d n ' t  have commander's conferences 
very o f t en .  The ADCs and General KOSTER came around and 
passed o u t  what they wanted done. 

Q From your knowledge of t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  and you were 
away from t h e  d i v i s i o n  f o r  q u i t e  a whi le ,  how d id  the  d i v i s -
ion  s t a f f  func t ion  a t  the  America1 Divis ion .  Was it a good 
s t a f f ,  o r  w a s  it caught-up i n  t h e  t r a n s i t i b n  between t h e  
l i g h t  i n f a n t r y  br igade concept of s e p a r a t e  br igades  func-
t i o n i n g  under a d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  and t r a n s i t i o n i n g  
toward t h e  ROAD d i v i s i o n ?  How w e l l  d i d  they funct ion?  

A. S i r ,  a t  t h a t  t ime, t h e r e  r e a l l y  wasn ' t  any a c t i v e  
p lan  t h a t  w a s  being worked on i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t o  change t o  a 
ROAD d i v i s i o n .  I t  was an unusual d i v i s i o n ,  of course,  i n  i t s  
s i z e  and i n  i t s  organiza t ion .  Three s e p a r a t e ,  completely 
s e p a r a t e ,  and independent br igades with t h e i r  own support  
and t h e i r  own a r t i l l e r y  and s o  f o r t h .  The d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  
c e r t a i n l y  impressed me throughout t h e  per iod  as being what 
I thought a d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  under s i m i l a r  circumstances should 
be. Since we had our own supply b a t t a l i o n s  o r  support  
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b a t t a l i o n s  and o u r  own l i t t l e  p iece  of personnel  c a p a b i l i t y  
and the  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  you look t o  d i v i s i o n  normally f o r  
support ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  w a s  very e f f e c t i v e  i n  pushing advanced 
support  u n i t s  up t o  h e l p  out .  The r e a c t i o n  of the  d i v i s i o n  
I thought was remarkable i n  most cases  a s  f a r  as  t h e  opera- 
t i o n a l  asp,ects w e r e  concerned, and the  a v i a t i o n  support  i f  
one needed it. O n  two occas ions ,  of course,  I was detached 
from t h e  d i v i s i o n  and s e n t  one time t o  Danang and another  
time up t o  Camp Evans. The f i r s t  in s t ance  we went with two 
b a t t a l i o n s  and the second i n s t a n c e  the  e n t i r e  br igade.  The 
speed with which they  organized t h e  a i r c r a f t  and s o  f o r t h  
l e f t  .no th ing  t o  be d e s i r e d  i n  my opinion.  The ch ie f  of 
s t a f f  and I were always on, as I say,  the  very b e s t  of terms 
and I c o u l d n ' t  have asked f o r  more. A s  a  ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  my 
previous exper ience  as a br igade commander i n  Korea w a s  
c e r t a i n l y  no d i f f e r e n t  as f a r  a s  t h e  support  w a s  concerned, 
and t h a t  w a s  a noncombat s i t u a t i o n .  

Q - L e t ' s  come back f o r  j u s t  a  minute t o  t a l k  about 
General KOSTER and General YOUNG. General YOUNG opera ted  as 
t h e  maneuver ADC or t h e  opera t ions  ADC? 

A. Operat ions ADC. 

Q - Did he  have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and a u t h o r i t y  t o  
do - t h i n g s  o r  d i d  he  as a mat t e r  of course have t o  check wi th  
General KOSTER f i r s t  and opera te  i n  t h a t  s o r t  of environment? 

A. Well, I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  n o t  t o o  competent t o  answer 
t h a t .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know exac t ly  what i n s t r u c t i o n s  Gen- 
eral KOSTER gave t o  General YOUNG although I never had any 
i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  anybody was r e s t r i c t e d  i n  t h e i r  opera t ions .  
If General YOUNG f e l t  a dec i s ion  should be made, and he f e l t  
t h a t  it w a s  w i th in  h i s  a u t h o r i t y ,  why he d i d  on s e v e r a l  
occasions,  make dec i s ions  about p lans .  I can remember exe-
cu t ion  of c e r t a i n  e f f o r t s  t h a t  he had made changes i n  and 
c e r t a i n l y  seemed t o  be supported by General KOSTER. I thought 
it a very good team e f f o r t  f rankly .  General RYDER on a couple 
of occasions made a dec i s ion  t h a t  a f t e r  General KOSTER knew 
about  it, made some changes i n  himself .  Usually t h i s  was 
t h e  case of  General RYDER a r r i v i n g  and hear ing  a b r i e f i n g  
and saying we l l  you ought t o  do t h i s  o r  do t h a t ,  and then 
General KOSTER would come along a couple hours l a t e r  and say 
w e l l  I th ink  you ought t o  do t h i s  and t h i s .  But never  any 
i n d i c a t i o n  a t  a l l  of  any d i s s e n t i o n  o r  an absence of auth-
o r it y . 
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Q During t h e  t ime you were up n o r t h  i n  t h e  a r e a  of 
Danang and s o  on,  d i d  you g e t  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  General  
KOSTER w a s  t a k i n g  c a r e  of t h e  n o r t h e r n  a r e a  and t h a t  General  
YOUNG w a s  f ocus ing  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  on t h e  sou the rn  a r e a ,  l e t ' s  
s e e  Quang Ngai a,nd Son Tinh? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  F rankly ,  I know t h a t  from time 
t o  t ime one of  t h e  ADCs would go down t h e r e  and s t a y  because 
o f  t h e  d i s t a n c e .  I t  was q u i t e  a b i t  easier t o  g e t  up t o  where 
I w a s  t h a n  it was t o  go down t h e r e ,  and f r e q u e n t l y  one of  t h e  
ADCs would s t a y  down t h e r e .  General  KOSTER would f r e q u e n t l y  
mention t h a t  he had been t o  Duc Pho. That  was t h e  term he 
used of cou r se  f o r  t h e  b r igade  headqua r t e r s .  I never  had t h e  
impress ion  t h a t  I w a s n ' t  g e t t i n g  a s  much a t t e n t i o n  as t h e  
o t h e r  o r  v ice-versa ,  t h a t  they w e r e n ' t  g e t t i n g  as much a t t e n -
t i o n  as I. General  KOSTER and General  YOUNG and General  
RYDER and then  l a t e r  Colonel  GALLOWAY were c o n s t a n t l y  i n  t h e  
area. It  w a s  seldom t h a t  I had an a c t i o n  of  any s i g n i f i c a n c e  
t h a t  a t  l e a s t  one of  t h e  ADCs and sometimes General  KOSTER 
w a s  n o t  a l s o  f l y i n g  over  me. O f  course  you have t o  keep 
i n  mind, as you know b e t t e r  t han  anyone i n  t h e  wor ld ,  b u t  
f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  t h a t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander u s u a l l y  oper-
ates a t  500 t o  750 f e e t  and everybody else t r ies  t o  g i v e  him a t  
l eas t  400 t o  500 f e e t  on up t h e  l e v e l s  t o  keep from g e t t i n g  i n  
t h e  way of o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  b a t t a l -
i o n ' s  o p e r a t i o n .  So i t ' s  p r e t t y  hard  t o  d i s c e r n ,  by t h e  
t i m e  you g e t  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander's l e v e l ,  much of  t h e  
f i n e  d e t a i l  t h a t ' s  going on except  by l i s t e n i n g  on t h e  
r a d i o .  Of course  you on ly  g e t  one s i d e  of  t h e  p i c t u r e  t hen .  

Q . I know you were s e p a r a t e d  from t h i s  a r e a  and you 
w e r e  s e p a r a t e d  from d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  and s o  on,  b u t  some 
of  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  have concerned us h e r e ,  r ecogn iz ing  t h a t  
something most unusual  d i d  happen a t  My L a i  on 16 March, 
we've been t r y i n g  t o  fathom why it d i d  happen. I under-
s t a n d  a l l  t h e  d i v i s i o n  p o l i c i e s  and s o  f o r t h .  I know a t  
t h a t  t i m e  t h e  d iv i s i 'on  was o p e r a t i n g  under  t h e  SOP of t h e  
Task Force  Oregon because t h e  America1 SOP w a s  i n  t h e  
p roces s  of  be ing  prepared ,  and t h a t  it w a s n ' t  pub l i shed  
u n t i l  around t h e  middle of A p r i l .  But r ecogn iz ing  t h e  p o l i -
c i e s  t h a t  e x i s t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  which you i n d i c a t e d  
t o  us  today and which you were o p e r a t i n g  under ,  why d i d  
such a t h i n g  a s  t h i s  happen? 
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A. W e l l ,  t o  t h i s  moment, s i r ,  I have n e v e r  r e a l l y  been 
a b l e  t o  b r i n g  myself  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  it i n  f a c t  d i d  happen. 
O r  t h a t  it happened t h a t  way, o r  i n  t h e  magnitude,  o r  i n  t h e  
c i rcumstances ;  o f  cou r se  a l l  I ' v e  r e a d  i s  wha t ' s  been i n  t h e  
newspapers and p u b l i c a t i o n s  t h e r e .  A s  I s a y ,  untf 1 t h i s  mo-
ment, u n t i l  you s a i d  t h i s ,  I have j u s t  never  b rough t  myself 
t o  b e l i e v e  it cou ld  happen. I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  it  cou ld  happen 
i n  any o u t f i t  and I c e r t a i n l y  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  it could  happen 
i n  t h e  A m e r i c a 1  D i v i s i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  emphasis  t h a t  was be ing  
p l a c e d  on t h i s  k i n d  o f  t h i n g .  Everybody knew t h a t  t h e r e  was 
a tendency ,  when you go,t i n t o  a f i g h t  i n  a town, t o  s h o o t ,  
and you d i d n ' t  o f t e n  worry about  whether  o r  n o t  i n  t h a t  h u t  
t h a t  you w e r e  r e c e i v i n g  f i r e  from t h e r e  might  be a woman o r  
c h i l d .  When y o u ' r e  be ing  s h o t  a t  you j u s t  have a tendency 
t o  be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r e t u r n i n g  t h e  f i r e  and t r y i n g  t o  g e t  it 
s topped .  But t o  r e c o g n i z e  a t  t h i s  moment, t h a t  a l o t  o r  
even p a r t  of  what I r e a d  i n  t h e  p a p e r s  might be t r u e ,  s i r ,  
t h e  on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  I cou ld  say  i s  t h e r e  must be some menta l  
d e g e n e r a t i o n  i nvo lved  somewhere. I c a n ' t  imagine any A r n e r i -
can would e v e r  do any th ing  l i k e  t h i s  o r  t h a t  Americans would 
condone it f o r  any l e n g t h  o f  t i m e .  One of  t h e  r ea sons  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  I e v e r  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  it r e a l l y  happened t h a t  way was 
t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t i m e  t h a t  went by b e f o r e  any th ing  w a s  e v e r  
b rought  o u t  abou t  it. I t  seemed t o  m e  t h a t  something l i k e  
t h a t  would of been brought  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  news 
media w i t h i n  a week. I 'm t a l k i n g  about by t h e  s o l d i e r s  i n  
t h e  o u t f i t .  I mean i n  any company, anywhere, t h e r e ' s  bound 
t o  be  enough s o l d i e r s  i n  it t h a t  know r i g h t  from wrong and 
w i l l  adhere  t o  t h e  r i g h t .  I can s e e  why knowing what you 
know about ,  it must be  an a b s o l u t e  dilemma. I c e r t a i n l y  
c a n ' t  f i g u r e  o u t  t h e  r ea son  t h a t  something l i k e  t h i s  would 
occu r  w i th  a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I ' v e  known th rough  29 y e a r s  
of s e r v i c e ,  and of t h e  American man a lone .  

Q . I ' v e  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  i n d i c a t e d  t o  you t h e  magnitude 
. of t h i s .  

A. No, s i r ,  no,  no. I say t h a t  it w a s  any th ing  l i k e  
t h a t .  

& But I t h i n k  i n  a l l  f a i r n e s s ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  ask  you
t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  I ' d  have t o  d o  i s  t e l l  you 
t h a t  something q u i t e  h igh ly  unusua l  d i d  t a k e  p l a c e .  One t h i n g  
which i s  of  conce rn , .  and you 've  n o t i c e d  I 've  add re s sed  myself 
s e v e r a l  t i m e s  t o  t h e  burn ing  o f  houses  and v i l l a g e s  and t h i n g s  
i n  t h i s  c a t e g o r y .  H e r e  w e  found r e p e a t e d  v i o l a t i o n s  of t h e  
d i v i s i o n  p o l i c y  s o  I would ask why t h i s  happened,  why t h i s  
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took p l ace?  Then recogniz ing  we've asked you the  one ques- 
t i o n ,  why d i d .  it happen, t h e  n e x t  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  fo l lows  i s  
why was it n o t  p rope r ly  i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A. I t h i n k  I could only  s p e c u l a t e  about  w3.y it hap-
pened, b u t  I would say t h a t  t h e  r ea son  t h a t  i t  was n o t  prop- 
e r l y  i n v e s t i g a t e d  was because it wasn ' t  known, c e r t a i n l y  i n  
t h e  magnitude o r  i n  any magnitude. I would say  t h a t  because 
a l though  w e  never  even b o r d e r l i n e d  any th ing  l i k e  t h i s ,  s i r ,  
I have on occas ions  had reason  t o  d i s c i p l i n e ,  through a ba t -
t a l i o n  commander, a company commander, v e r b a l l y ,  reprimand 
him v e r b a l l y ,  f o r  v i o l a t i n g  what I i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  p o l i c y  t o  
be. This  was i n  t h e  ca se  of  burn ing  a hootch.  

Q - W e l l  suppose,  f o r  example, even i f  we t a l k  i n  terms 
of  10 o r  11, o r  l e t ' s  say  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  abou t  2 0  o r  30 c iv-  
i l i a n s  t h a t  w e r e  k i l l e d ?  

A. W e l l  I c a n ' t  even imagine one woman and one c h i l d  
d e f e n s e l e s s ,  be ing  k i l l e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  t h e  emphasis- -
w e l l  I couldn '  t imagine it anyway. But w i t h  t h e  number of 
t imes  t h a t  General  YOUNG--when I ' v e  sa t  and l i s t e n e d  t o  him. 
H e  used t o  make t h e  b a t t a l i o n s  more f r e q u e n t l y  t han  General  
KOSTER d i d ,  b u t  the number of t imes  h e ' d  t a l k e d  t o  b a t t a l i o n  
commanders b e f o r e  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  e v e r  o c c u r r e d ,  January and 
February when we f i r s t  went up t h e r e .  J u s t  h i s  background 
concern f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  might be some 
of t h i s  going on throughout  t h e  coun t ry ,  when he was t h e  
deputy c h i e f  of s t a f f  f o r  p l a n s  and o p e r a t i o n s ,  and t h e  
number of t i m e s  t h a t  he t a l k e d  t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commanders 
and s a i d ,  "I j u s t  d o n ' t  want t o  e v e r  t h i n k  t h a t  any woman 
o r  c h i l d  o r  man even i s  k i l l e d  h e r e  t h a t  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  com-
p l e t e l y  i nnocen t . "  Of course ,  General  YOUNG i s  a very  sen-
s i t i v e  person  and he was very concerned about  women and 
c h i l d r e n ,  To t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n  I never  s a w  a  woman 
dead. We cap tu red  a l o t  of women p r i s o n e r s ,  who were ,  i n  
f a c t ,  armed wi th  a hand grenade and t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g .  Small  
c h i l d r e n  c a r r i e d  mines and suppor ted  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s  
of t h e  enemy i n  o t h e r  ways. But I never  s a w  a c h i l d  and I 
d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I e v e r  saw a woman t h a t  might be s u b j e c t  
t o  some q u e s t i o n  because of course  they a l l  wore t h e  same 
k i n d  of c l o t h e s .  You could e a s i l y  be l ook ing  a t  a woman and 
n o t  know t h a t  she w a s  i n  f a c t  a  woman. 
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MR MACCRATE: Colonel  G E L L I N G ,  as I unders tand  it, you would 
very seldom g e t  t o  Chu L a i  due t o  your  mode o f  o p e r a t i o n  b u t  
I--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I would l i k e  t o  c o r r ~ c t  t h a t ,  
s i r .  Wv d i d n ' t  have f r e q u e n t  commander's mee t ings ,  b u t  I 
would say I 'was i n  Chu Lai  a t  l e a s t  once a week, probably a 
l i t t l e  b i t  more t h a n  t h a t .  

Q - I s e e ,  it may be then-- 

A .  ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g) To t a l k  t o  t h e  s t a f f  or--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Than my q u e s t i o n  may be more ap-
p r o p r i a t e  t h a n  I thought  it might be .  I wonder i f  a t  anytime 
du r ing  t h e  course  of the s p r i n g  of 1968 you w e r e  e v e r  aware 
t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was be ing  conducted w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  any 
o p e r a t i o n  of  t h e  l l t h  Brigade? 

A. No, sir. I w a s ,  f r a n k l y  w a s  n o t .  I never  even heard 
a rumor of an i n c i d e n t  of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  was occu r r ing  
down i n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade.  

10: Well Colonel  GELLING,  we ve ry  mucK a p p r e c i a t e  your 
coming and g i v i n g  us t h i s  in format ion .  We have been f a m i l i a r  
w i t h  t h i s  b u t  I t h i n k  it i s  impor t an t  t o  g e t  your p o i n t  o f  
view, s i n c e  you were one of  t h e  s e n i o r  commanders w i t h i n  t h e  
d i v i s i o n ,  and t o  your a p p r e c i a t i o n  of t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  
command wi th in  t h e  d i v i s i o n  f o r  t h i s  s o r t  of  t h i n g .  Also I 
w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  your a p p r e c i a t i o n  as  t o  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  
of t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f .  I f  you 'd  l i k e  t o  e n t e r  any th ing  f u r -  
t h e r  i n  t h e  r e c o r d  w e ' l l  g i v e  you t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  o r  i f  you 'd  
l i k e  t o  address  any q u e s t i o n s  t o  u s ,  w e ' l l  a t t e m p t  t o  answer 
them f o r  you. 

A. No, s ir .  . I t h i n k  t h a t  I ' v e  done,  I hope i n  t he  
bes t .way ,  I ' p o s s i b l y  can,  what I moral ly  - f e l t  I was o b l i g a t e d  
t o  do, and t h a t ' s  t h e  r ea son  I vo lun tee red  t o  come down h e r e .  
I do a p p r e c i a t e  your s ee ing  me, s i r .  

10: W e l l ,  we a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t .  I ' m  s o r r y  I had t o  t ake  
s o  much of your t ime.  I know you have a f u l l  day and-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, s i r .  W e  have it a d j u s t e d  
p r e t t y  w e l l  now. Thank you a l o t ,  s ir .  

10: Th i s  h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1238 h o u r s ,  19 January 1 9 7 0 . )  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: GETTYS, C h a r l e s  M .  MG 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 Februa ry  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT : D i v i s i o n  Commander, A m e r i c a 1  D i v i s i o n ,  
2 3  June  1968 u n t i l  1 June  1969. 

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE MY LA1 INVESTIGATION. 

a .  O r i s i n a l  s e a r c h  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  h i s  f i r s t  knowledge o f  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  came when h i s  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f ,  Colonel  
DONALDSON, w a s  in formed by USARV o r  MACV o f  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  
i n  A p r i l  1969 ( p g s .  4 ,  8 ) .  L i e u t e n a n t  Co lone l  WHITAKER from 
t h e  USARV I G ' s  o f f i c e  v i s i t e d  t h e  d i v i s i o n  f o r  some t w o  o r  
t h r e e  days  s e e k i n g  documents and  i n f o r m a t i o n  (pg .  4 )  . The 
w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  WHITAKER t e l l i n g  him t h a t  h e  had  l o c a t e d  
a r e p o r t ,  though t h e  r e p o r t  w a s  n o t  shown t o  him (pg. 4 ) .  
These were c o n t i n u i n g  r e q u e s t s  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  from USARV 
( p s .  4 1  5 ) .  

b .  L o c a t i n a  o f  HENDERSON'S r e ~ o r t .  

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a c a l l  
from Colone l  HENDERSON abou t  A p r i l  1969,  DONALDSON i n s t i t u t e d  
a n o t h e r  s e a r c h  f o r  documents and l o c a t e d  a copy o f  a r e p o r t  
a t  t h e  l l t h  Br igade  (pg . 6 )  . The w i t n e s s  n e v e r  s a w  t h i s  
r e p o r t  ( E x h i b i t  R-1)  , n o r  any o f  i t s  i n c l o s u r e s  (pgs .  6 ,  7 ) . 
The r e p o r t  found was a copy,  b u t  a s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
a t  t h e  w i t n e s s '  b e h e s t  w a s  f r u i t l e s s  (pg.  8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
was n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  a n o t h e r  copy o f  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  
( E x h i b i t  R-5) found a t  l l t h  Br igade  ( p g s .  8-10) .  

( GETTY S  ) 1 SUM APP T-302 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


c. F a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  o t h e r  documents. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  had neve r  s e e n  a 
copy of  t h e  memorandum from t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Chief  
t o  Co lone l  TOAN (pg.  7 ) .  H e  had n o t  s e e n  t h e  i n c l o s u r e s  
t o  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  from any o t h e r  s o u r c e  (pg.  7 ) .  
H e  added h e  had neve r  s e e n  a copy of a l e t t e r  from KOSTER 
t o  HENDERSON d i r e c t i n g  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of an  a l l e g a t i o n  
o f  t h e  k i l l i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s  by U.S. t r o o p s  (pg.  1 0 ) .  

2 .  HANDLING OF DOCUMENTS I N  THE AMERICAL DIVISION. 

a. Knowledae o f  Genera l  KOSTER's DaDers. 

The w i t n e s s  had no knowledge of  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  
of Genera l  KOSTER's working p a p e r s  ( p g . 2 ) .  

b .  R e c e i p t  of p a p e r s .  

The w i t n e s s  r e l a t e d  t h a t  h e  r e c e i v e d  a c t i o n  
p a p e r s  from t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f ,  deputy  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f ,  o r  
d i r e c t l y  from s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  (pg.  3)  . 

c. ~ d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  f i l e s .  

There was an  a p p a r e n t  p e r s o n a l i t y  c l a s h  between 
Co lone l  PARSON and Major POWELL w i t h  t h e  w i t n e s s .  However, 
h e  had no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of  h i s  I
h e a d q u a r t e r s  was l a c k i n g  i n  any way (pgs .  1 2 ,  1 3 )  . 
3 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Knowledge of a f i e l d  s a f e .  

The w i t n e s s  had no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  a f i e l d  s a f e  
e v e r  hav ing  been  i n  h i s  o f f i c e  (pg.  1 4 ) .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  f i r s t  s t e n o g r a p h e r ,  
VAN ABLE, w a s  f a i r l y  c a p a b l e ,  b u t  h i s  r e p l a c e m e n t ,  DEITER 
was "awfu l ly  s t u p i d "  (pgs .  13-16) .  
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c .  Opin ion  o f  C a p t a i n  MEDINA. 

C a p t a i n  MEDINA was r e g a r d e d  an  a b l e  b r i e f e r  

(pg.  1 6 ) .  


d .  Knowledse o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

The w i t n e s s  knew n o t h i n g  o f  a r e p o r t  by 
a v i a t i o n  p e r s o n n e l  o f  unneces sa ry  k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s  i n  
a Task Fo rce  Barker  o p e r a t i o n ,  n o r  o f  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  
between a i r  and ground  t r o o p s  (pg .  1 6 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 

NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

M-36 
Memo 
Div,  

f o r  D C ,  2d ARVN 
1 2  Apr 6 8  W i t  had n e v e r  s e e n .  7 

w 

M-57 ~ n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  w i t n e s s  Read by w i t n e s s .  1 

R- 1 HENDERSON ' s Repor t  
W i t  had n e v e r  
Mentioned. 

s e e n .  6 ,  
9,lO 

8' 

. . 
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1970.) 

,. 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1617 hour s ,  2 February 

I 0 : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: 
PEERS, MR MACCRATE, 

The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t .  
COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ COOP. 

LTG 

The n e x t  w i tnes s  i s  Major General  GETTYS. 

(MG GETTYS was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows.: ) 

S t a t e  your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  
account  number, o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ,  p l e a s e .  

A. Cha r l e s  M. GETTYS, Major Genera l ,  . . 

RCDR : And your  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and s t a t i o n .  

A. DSCPER, Department of t h e  Amy. 

10: General  GETTYS, w e  have been making a  p r a c t i c e  of  
r ead ing  q u i t e  a b i t  o'f t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s e s .  I n  
your c a s e  I p r e f e r  t o  have you r ead  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h e r e  and 
s e e  i f  you have any q u e s t i o n s  concerning them. 

(MG GETTYS reads  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  E x h i b i t  M-57.) 

A. I have no q u e s t i o n s  on it. 

Q. General  GETTYS, a s i d e  from myself h e r e  t h i s  a f t e r -  
noon I have M r .  Robert  MACCRATE who you probably r e c a l l  i s  a 
c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  S e c r e t a r y  
ESOR and a l s o  p rov ides  l e g a l  counse l  t o  m e  and t h e  o t h e r  
members of t h e  team. 

. I have h e r e  on my r i g h t  Colonel  ARMSTRONG who w i l l  
n o t  address  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you t h i s  a f t e rnoon .  Unless you o b j e c t  
I would have him s i t  i n  i n  o r d e r  t o  have him moni tor  t h e  tes t imony.  

The re fo re ,  it w i l l  be on ly  M r .  MACCRATE and I t o  
add res s  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you t h i s  a f t e rnoon .  W e ,  o f  cou r se ,  have 
o t h e r  groups l i k e  t h i s  t a k i n g  tes t imony of  some o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  

I t  w i l l  be ,  of  course ,  my job t o  p u l l  t o g e t h e r  
t h e  r e p o r t ,  t o  weigh t h e  ev idence  and t o  de te rmine  t h e  f i n d i n g s  
and recommendations. 
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General  GETTYS, w i l l  you i n d i c a t e  what your  du ty  
assignment was wi th  t h e  America1 Div is ion  when you jo ined  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  and when you depa r t ed  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. I jo ined  t h e  d i v i s i o n  on 23 June 1968,  a s  commanding 
g e n e r a l .  I d e p a r t e d  t h e  d i v i s i o n  1 June 1969. 

.Q Before you took ove r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  who was i n  com-
mand of t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. B r i g a d i e r  General  YOUNG. 

Q - And how long  had he  been a c t i n g  as t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, about  2  weeks, n o t  
much longer  t h a n  t h a t .  

Q - .  We a r e  i n t e r e s t e d ,  General  GETTYS , i n  d i s c u s s i n g  
w i t h  you t h e  hand l ing  of papers  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  and whether o r  
n o t  c e r t a i n  papers  were i n  your o f f i c e  o r  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  
c h i e f  of s t a f f  o r  any o t h e r s  when you took o v e r  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  
Did you have any papers  which were t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  you which 
had r e q u i r e d  s p e c i a l  handl ing  i n  terms of  pape r s  marked "eyes  
on ly  f o r  t h e  commanding gene ra l "  of s p e c i a l  pape r s  of t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  ca t ego ry .  

A. I d i d  n o t .  

Q. Do you by chance know what happened t o  t h e  pe r sona l  
f i l e s  of  General  KOSTER? 

A. . To my knowledge, he  must have t a k e n  them w i t h  him. 

Q - Here I a m  r e f e r r i n g ,  General  GETTYS, n o t  t o  h i s  
pe r sona l  l e t t e r s  o r  t h i n g s  of  t h a t  ca t ego ry ,  b u t  h i s  p e r s o n a l  
o f f i c i a l  t ypes  of  cocrespondence between him and G3 o r  b r igade  
commanders o r  w i t h  t h e  ARVN commanders and t h i n g s  o f  t h i s  pa r -
t i c u l a r  ca t ego ry .  These a r e  pape r s  of  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  
t o  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l .  

A. I d i d n ' t  make an examination of  them. I j u s t  
assumed t h a t  they  were c lo sed  o u t  because o f  h i s  d e s i r e  b e f o r e  
I a r r i v e d ,  and they  s t a r t e d ,  as always,  a new f i l e  f o r  me. 

Q e  You d i d n ' t  s e e  any of  t h e s e  o l d  p a p e r s  t h a t  may
have been r e t a i n e d  i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s?  
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A. No,. I d i d  n o t .  

Q Who handled your  papers?  Here I am going t o  have 
t o  g e t  i n t o  v a r i o u s  k inds .  F i r s t ,  t h o s e  t h a t  came i n  by t h e  
normal r o u t i n g  through t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f  and 
came t o  you; t hen  any s p e c i a l  papers  you may g e t  i , i  which 
were addressed p e r s o n a l l y  t o  you; and then  your  pe r sona l  
,papers  which'came i n  which were of  an o f f i c i a l  n a t u r e ,  which 
may be d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from p r i v a t e  pape r s .  

A. There a r e  only  two o r  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  ways t h a t  
I r ece ived  pape r s .  The .chief  of  s t a f f ,  on an impor tan t  
m a t t e r ,  would hand c a r r y  and b r i n g  i n t o  my o f f i c e  r i g h t  
through a l i t t l e  narrow passageway between h i s  room and 
mine. I t h i n k  t h e  u sua l  r o u t i n e  f o r  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  
g e n e r a l  s t a f f  was t o  b r i n g  i n  a bundle of  them and it 
u s u a l l y  happened when I wasn I t t h e r e .  My r o u t i n e  was t o  
g e t  an e a r l y  b r i e f i n g  and g e t  o u t .  When I came back my 

- i n  box was f u l l  of  pape r s ,  t o  my dismay. I assume t h a t  t h e  
SGS brought  them i n ,  b u t  it was seldom t h a t  anyone brought  
a paper  i n  my o f f i c e  when I was s i t t i n g  t h e r e ,  u n l e s s  it 
was a very impor t an t  ma t t e r .  

Q . Which t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  ox somebody would want 
t o  c a l l  t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. Another method would be d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  s t a f f  
o f f i c e r s  o r  t h e  G 2  o r  G3. Sometimes they  would come i n  w i t h  
an impor tan t  message o r  impor tan t  paper .  They would 
p e r s o n a l l y  hand c a r r y  t h i s  message i n .  The p e r s o n a l  co r r e s -
pondence would be  done by t h e  s t enographe r ,  a male s t enographe r ,  
who would t y p e  up pe r sona l  l e t t e r s  and keep a p e r s o n a l  f i l e  
f o r  me .  

Q I unders tand f o r  a t ime you had an a i d e  by t h e  name 
of DICKENS who se rved  wi th  you u n t i l  you had s e l e c t e d  your  own 
a i d e  w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. Right .  I took him ove r  from, I b e l i e v e ,  General  
GALLOWAY. He had been General  RYDER1s and t h e n  General  KOSTER1s. 
There was a p e r i o d  o f  about 2 o r  3 weeks I t h i n k  he was func-
t i o n i n g  as  my a i d e .  

Q Coming down t o  A p r i l  1969, do you r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  
an i n q u i r y  from USARV.concerning what you might c a l l  t h e  "My 
La i  Massacre' '  o r  t h e  " P i n k v i l l e  Massacre"? 
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A. Yes, I do and t h a t  was my f i r s t  knowledge of  any 
a l l e g e d  massacre.  

The sequence of  e v e n t s  h e r e ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  t h i s  
w a s  A p r i l  1969, i s  t h a t  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  Colonel  DONALDSON, 
was c a l l e d  and was informed t h a t  t h e r e  had been som? l e t t e r s  
w r i t t e n  and t h e r e  were some a l l e g a t i o n s  o f  a  wholesa le  k i l l i n g  
o f  c i v i l i a n s .  . Did . w e  know any th ing  about i t  o r  d i d  w e  have any 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on i t ?  He walked i n t o  my o f f i c e  and t o l d  m e  
t h i s .  I t h i n k  t h i s  w a s  a f t e r  t h e  5 o ' c l o c k  b r i e f i n g .  I s a i d ,  
" L e t ' s  check up and s e e .  " I can ' t  remember p r e c i s e l y  how much 
l a t e r ,  b u t  t h e  I G  from USARV came up. H e  w a s  a l i e u t e n a n t  
c o l o n e l ,  I c a n ' t  remember' h i s  name. 

Q - Would t h e  word WHITAKER? 

A. That  sounds l i k e  it. A t  any r a t e ,  he  came t o  t h e  
CP and asked t o  s e e  m e .  I t a l k e d  t o  him. He s a i d  t hey  had 
t h i s  i n q u i r y  o r i g i n a t i n g  from some l e t t e r s  and t h e y  wanted t o  
know i f  w e  knew anyth ing  about  it. I s a i d ,  "No. This  i s  my 
f i r s t  knowledge o f  any such t h i n g .  You have f r e e  acces s  t o  t h e  
s t a f f ,  and t u r n  t h e  p l a c e  upside  down, i f  you w i l l .  " I d idn  t 
see him any more. Although, I t h i n k  he  was t h e r e  f o r  2 o r  3 
days ,  h e  d i d n ' t  ask me any more q u e s t i o n s ,  and I d i d n ' t  pay any 
more a t t e n t i o n  t o  him. 

Q. Did you then ,  from USARV, r e c e i v e  any a d d i t i o n a l  
r e q u e s t  f o r  r e c o r d s ,  r e p o r t s  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  any th ing  
o f  t h i s  n a t u r e ?  

A. I t  was .a c o n t i n u i n g  s e r i e s  o f  i n q u i r i e s  from 
USARV a s  t o  had we found anyth ing  o r  had we t u r n e d  up 
any th ing  i n  t h e  f i l e ;  any knowledge of  t h i s  massacre.  

My i n q u i r i e s ,  and I made one eve ry  t ime I g o t  a  
phone c a l l ,  were r e p l i e d  t o  t h a t  t hey  had r e c e i v e d  a r e p o r t ,  
but had n o t  found a  t ng a s  y e t .  

Q. Before  he  depa r t ed ,  d i d  c o l o n e l  WHITAKER i n d i c a t e  
t o  you what he  found o r  what Colonel DONALDSOIV--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  He came i n  on a  e x i t  i n t e r v i e w ,  a s  
I r e c a l l ,  and he  s a i d  t h a t  he  had found a r e p o r t .  I d o n ' t  
know t h e  p r e c i s e  way he  found i t ,  b u t  it was n o t  i n  t h e  C P ,  
as I r e c a l l .  Th is  r e p o r t  was a very s h o r t  one ,  and he d i d n ' t  
o f f e r  t o  show i t  t o  me and I d i d  no t  ask t o  r e a d  it. I assume 
i f  he wanted me t o  r e a d  i t  he  would have g iven  i t  t o  m e .  
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Q. Did he  mention t h i s  w a s  a  r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o r  an a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  h e  mentioned i t .  He d i d n ' t  say.  
~t l e a s t  i f  he  d i d  I d i d n ' t  p i ck  it  up. But I t h i n k  I would 
have p icked  up an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i f  he would have sa4.d  t h a t .  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I t h i n k  I would have been a l i t t l e  more c u r i o u s  
about  it. 

Q- To your  knowledge, General  GETTYS, d i d  your I G  

main ta in  r eco rds  o f  what t r a n s p i r e d  wh i l e  Colonel  WHITAKER 

w a s  t h e r e  and t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  made by t h e  d i v i s i o n  i n  t r y i n g  

t o  l o c a t e  t h e s e  r eco rds ,  ' r e p o r t s ,  and documents? 

A. W e l l ,  I t o l d  t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  t o  be  s u r e  t h a t  

ou r  people  gave a l l  t h e  suppor t  t h a t  he  needed. The I G  was 

Colonel  SWAIN and I t o l d  him t o  be  s u r e  and ex t end  every 

cou r t e sy  and  be s u r e  he  had a l l  t h e  h e l p  he  needed. Wait a 

minute now, SWAIN had gone. SWAIN w a s  t h e r e  when I a r r i v e d ,  

and I ' m  back now t o  t h e  f e l l ow who followed him. 


MR PIACCRATE: Colonel  HOWARD perhaps? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  HOWARD was t h e r e  i n  Apri l - -yes ,  
h e  was. I t  was HOWARD. HOWARD was t h e  I G  a t  t h e  t ime .  That  
i s  r i g h t .  

10: I b e l i e v e  h e  was subsequent ly  k i l l e d ?  

A. 	 H e  was k i l l e d .  Y e s ,  a f t e r  I l e f t .  

Q o  
 What took p l a c e  a f t e r  t h i s ?  Do you r e c a l l  any 

o f  t h e  succeeding  even t s?  


A. I know t h e r e  was a  cont inuous s e r i e s  o f  c a l l s  
about  t h e s e  papers  and check by t h e  I G  t o  s e e  i f  anyone 
knew any th ing  about  teis a c t i v i t y ,  b u t  I neve r  d i d  g e t  any 
r eadou t  about  it. From A p r i l  on I knew t h e r e  w a s  a -c o n t i n u a l  
check of t r y i n g  t o  l o c a t e  some i n f o r m a t i o n ,  e i t h e r  from people  
t h a t  might have been p r e s e n t  o r  some s o r t  of  document. 

Q. One o f  t h e  documents--it  was c e r t a i n l y  one o f  t h e  
documents t hey  would have been looking  f o r  i n  A p r i l  was sub-
sequen t ly  found. USARV was look ing  f o r  a r e p o r t  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
and t h e  answer seems t o  come up n e g a t i v e  con t inuous ly .  But do  

. 	 you r e c a l l  a conve r sa t ion  o r  t e lephone  c a l l  from Colonel  
HENDERSON t o  your c h i e f  o f  s t a f f ?  
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A. R igh t ,  y e s ,  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f  r e p o r t e d  t o  me 
t h a t  he  had a c a l l  from Colonel  HENDERSON, t h a t  Colonel  
HENDERSON s a i d  t h e r e  should  be  somewhere a copy of a r e p o r t .  
Colonel  DONALDSON i n s t i t u t e d  ano the r  s ea rch  based on t h i s  
c a l l ,  and I b e l i e v e  he  t hen  c a l l e d  t h e  l l t h  Brigade.  The 
l l t h  Brigade found t h i s  r e p o r t ,  whatever  i - t  w a s ,  and I 
b e l i e v e  t r a n s m i t t e d  it t o  t h e  headqua r t e r s .  Then it was 
'g iven t o  t h i s  I G .  That  i s  my knowledge of  what t r a n s p i r e d  
t h e r e .  

Q 0 Did you e v e r  s e e  t h e  r e p o r t ?  

A. Never saw it. 

Q. I ' l l  show you t h i s  document i n  a few minutes.  
A f t e r  t h i s  document came up from t h e  l l t h  Brigade 
where it was. found,  a f t e r  Colonel  HENDERSON had i n d i c a t e d  
t o  Colonel  DONALDSON where it should  b e ,  do you know 
whether o r  n o t  ano the r  s ea rch  w a s  i n s t i t u t e d  i n  t h e  
America1 Div i s ion  t o  f i n d  t h e  cop ie s  which shou ld  have been 
i n  t h e  Ameri-cal Div is ion? ,  

A. I ' m  s u r e  DONALDSON d i d  t h i s ,  because I was t o l d  
t h a t  it was n o t  t h e  o r i g i n a l .  Somebody t o l d  me t h a t ,  and I 
d o n ' t  know whether  it was DONALDSON o r  n o t .  There was a 
f r a n t i c  s e a r c h  i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s .  

Q o Thi s  i s  a f t e r  you r e c e i v e d  t h e  document back 
a t  headqua r t e r s?  

A. Y e s ,  as f a r  a s  I can r e c a l l .  

Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you a r e p o r t  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  E x h i b i t  
R-1 )  which w e  have e n t e r e d  he re .  Th i s ,  of  c o u r s e ,  i s  a 
p h o t o s t a t i c  copy. This  i s  d a t e d  2 4  A p r i l  1968,  and has  been 
e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  a s  E x h i b i t  R-1 .  I ' d  l i k e  you on ly  
t o  look a t  t h e  f i r s t  .page and a h a l f ,  i f  you w i l l  p l e a s e ,  
General  GETTYS. 

(General  GETTYS r eads  R - 1  a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, I neve r  saw t h i s  
docunen t .. 
Q That  i s  very  h e l p f u l .  I t  would have been p o s s i b l e .  
You w i l l  n o t i c e  it i s  addressed  t o  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l .  

A. That  i s  r i g h t .  
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Q *  We know t h a t  cop ie s  a t  l e a s t  were i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s .  

Now, i f  you w i l l  t u r n  t o  t h e  second a t tachment ,  n o t  
t h a t  one ,  j u s t  go one page beyond t h a t ,  and I w i l l  ask you i f  
you have seen  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  document i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s?  
The r ea son  I a m  s e p a r a t i n g  i t  t h i s  way, General  GEYTYS, i s  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  paper  a long  wi th  ano the r  one which I ' l l  show 
you s h o r t l y  were r e p o r t e d  t o  come i n t o  t h e  headqua r t e r s  
s e p a r a t e l y  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t ime t h i s  r e p o r t  came i n .  

A. Was t h i s  i n  t h e  Vietnamese language? 

A - Yes. This  a c t u a l l y  i s  a b r o a d c a s t  i n t e r c e p t  i n  
Vietnamese. The b r o a d c a s t  w a s  t r a n s l a t e d  and t h e n  p u t  i n t o  
Eng l i sh  which you have h e r e .  

The f i r s t  page may appear  q u i t e  s i m i l a r  t o  some o f  
t h e  t h i n g s  you may have seen .  

A. Of cou r se ,  I r ead  many documents t h a t  r e a d  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q - The second page, however, r e a d s  d i f f e r e n t l y  i n  
as much a s  it addres ses  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  ARVTJ s o l d i e r .  You w i l l  
n o t i c e  t h e  second paragraph from t h e  t o p  becomes somewhat 
s p e c i f i c .  Had you seen  anyth ing  such a s  t h i s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t h e  second paragraph from t h e  t o p  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

A. I have n o t  seen  t h a t ,  no. 

Q. I have h e r e ,  General  GETTYS, ano the r  e x h i b i t .  T h i s  
i s  E x h i b i t  M-36. One of  t h e  a t tachments  i s  ano the r  memorandum 
which was made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  t h e  Vietnamese 
and t h e  Eng l i sh  cop ie s .  This  i s  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  o f  
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  t o  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  o f  Quang Ngai da t ed  
11 A p r i l  1968. Also,  a copy of  i t  went t o  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  and ano the r  copy t o  t h e  MACV Quang Ngai S e c t o r .  

Q. I have n o t  seen  t h a t  e i t h e r .  

Q - These two were r e p o r t e d .  W e  have q u i t e  a b i t  of 
ev idence  which i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t hey  came i n  about  t h e  middle 
of  A p r i l ,  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t ime t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  which you s e e  
h e r e  d a t e d  2 4  A p r i l  was a c t u a l l y  submi t ted .  So,  t hey  could 
have been s e p a r a t e  pape r s .  Looking a t  t h i s  pape r  ( E x h i b i t  R-1)  , 
a g a i n ,  t o  t h e  f i r s t  i n c l o s u r e .  Th i s  i s  a s t a t e m e n t  which i s  an 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  what you have j u s t  read .  Have you e v e r  s een  
t h a t  p i e c e  o f  paper  f l o a t i n g  around h e a d q u a r t e r s  by i t s e l f ?  
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A. Never. 

MR MACCRATE: When you t o l d  u s  t h e  f i r s t  t h a t  you heard o f  
t h i s ,  General  GETTYS, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Colonel  DONALDSON 
had r ece ived  a c a l l  about  t h e r e  be ing  some le t ters  t h a t  had 
been w r i t t e n  about  a wholesa le  k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s .  I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  you i n d i c a t e d  from whom Colonel  DONALDSON 

- ' s a i d  t h e  c a l i  came. 

Q. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether it was USARV o r  MACV. I 

do r e c a l l  sometime l a t e r ,  o r  it may have been t h i s  t ime ,  

h e  g o t  a c a l l  from Colonel .  HENDERSON. A t  l e a s t  h e  t o l d '  

me h e  had a c a l l  from Colonel  HENDERSON. 

Q - Thi s  i s  what I was in t e r e s t ed .  i n  p l a c i n g  
whether  t h i s  f i r s t  c a l l  t o  which you r e f e r  came from Colonel  
HENDERSON o r  came from USARV o r  MACV? 

A. I ' m  a lmost  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  came from 

USARV o r  MACV. I ' m  almost  c e r t a i n  o f  t h a t .  


Q: You a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  a copy of  t h e  
r e p o r t  was found,  and you l e a r n e d  t h a t  i t  was a carbon 
copy, t h a t  a f r a n t i c  s ea rch  ensued,  a d e f i n i t e  looking  f o r  
t h e  o r i g i n a l ?  

A. Right.. 

Q Do you know s p e c i f i c a l l y  where t h e  s e a r c h  was 0 

d i r e c t e d  a t  t h a t  t ime o r  d i d  you g e t  any r . epor t  on t h a t ?  

A. L e t  me e x p l a i n ,  when I say  f r a n t i c .  The I G  
HOWARD t o l d  me t h a t  h-e had a carbon and had reason t o  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  Lhe o r i g i n a l  was somewhere around and should  have been,  . 
and I t o l d  t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  t o  g e t  w i t h  it. Being d i v i s i o n  
commander, t h a t  i s  why I assume it was f r a n t i c , ' b e c a u s e  it 
.should have been.  

Q. I unders tand  t h a t  you never  had a chance t o  r ead  
t h e  r e p o r t ,  b u t  I wonder i f  you may have seen  what w a s  i n  
f a c t  t o  be a t  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade a t  t h e  t i m e .  W e  have r e c e n t l y  
brought  back w i t h  us from Vietnam t h i s  document which i s  
E x h i b i t  R-5 and was found we unders tand ,  i n  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade.  
You w i l l  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  two pages i s  followed then  by 
a copy o f  t h e  i n c l o s u r e s  two of two pages and t h e n  by 
i n c l o s u r e  one o f  one page on a green s h e e t .  Do you by chance 
e v e r  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h e  document i n  t h a t  form i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
headqua r t e r s?  
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A. No, I d o n ' t .  I con fes s  t h a t  my confus ion  about 
t h i s  r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  seems t o  me t h a t  DONALDSON 
t o l d  m e  t h a t  HENDERSON w a s  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  h i s  hands on a copy 
of  t h e  r e p o r t ,  and when they  g o t  t h e  copy h e r e ,  whatever it 
w a s ,  I thought  t h a t  would s u f f i c e  f o r  it. Somehow o r  o t h e r  
I p u t  t h i s  i n  mind wi th  HENDERSON'S requi rement  r a ~ h e r  t han  
t h e  USARV o r  MACV requirement .  Although, I r e a l i z e  t h e  I G  

'was t h e r e  i n ' a n  o f f i c i a l  c a p a c i t y ,  	t h a t  i s  about  a l l  I can 
say  about t h a t  p a r t  of it.  

Q. I t ' s  t r u e  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON w a s  a n t i c i p a t i n g  

g i v i n g  tes t imony i n  Washington a t  o r  about  t h i s  t i m e .  W e  do 

know t h a t  h e  was seek ing  a  copy of  what w a s  i n  t h e  f i l e s  o f  

t h e  America1 Div is ion .  We a r e  ve ry  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a s c e r t a i n i n g  

j u s t  what was found a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e ,  because t h e r e  i s  

i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  we do n o t  have a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime a  p r e c i s e  

p i c t u r e  o f  what was found i n  May o f  1969. Tha t  i s  why I 
i n q u i r e  whether  you saw o r  were l e a d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h e r e ,  a t  
d i v i s i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  was t h e  carbon copy t h a t  had been 
found? 

A. No, I was never  l e a d .  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t .  They never  
r e p o r t e d  back t o  m e  t h a t  t hey  had found any th ing  a t  d i v i s i o n  
headqua r t e r s .  

Q. Did they  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  carbon copy had been 
brought  from b r i g a d e  t o  d i v i s i o n ?  

I b e l i e v e  t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  t o l d ' m e  t h a t .  
. . 

I 0 : Did he say  t h a t ,  C h a r l i e ,  . o r  d i d  he s a y  he had 
a t r u e  copy? 

A. He s a i d  t h a t  he had found a copy, b u t  he  d i d  
n o t  s a y  t h a t  it was a t r u e  copy. 

fi1R MACCRATE: You noke t h a t  E x h i b i t  R - 1  i s  a t r u e  copy. 

A. Y e s .  

Q . A c t u a l l y ,  i t ' s  n o t  p r e c i s e l y  a copy,  b u t  it i s .  
l a b e l e d  a t r u e  copy. - I t i s  s igned  by t h e  S2  of  t h e  11 th  Brigade.  
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A. Right .  

Q So, . t h a t  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  t r u e  copy made 
a t  b r igade  i s  what came t o  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. Th i s  could have been.  A s  I s a i d ,  n o t  h,ving looked 
a t  t h e  document. I d i d n ' t  loolc t h a t  c l o s e .  

I0 : I t ' s  conce ivab le .  There a r e  many p o s s i b i l i t i e s  
w e  can wind up w i t h .  A s  M r .  MACCRATE h a s  i n d i c a t e d ,  General  
GETTYS, t h a t  copy w a s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  11 th  
Brigade wh i l e  w e  were t h e r e .  Obviously,  t h i s  copy i s  t h e  
one t h a t  t r u e  cop ie s  were made from. . 

A. Yes. 

Q Now, whether t h i s  was s e n t  through w i t h  t h e  t r u e  
cop ie s  and t h a t  w a s  s e n t  back t o  be p l aced  i n  t h e  f i l e s  o r  
e x a c t l y  what t r a n s p i r e d .  These a r e  t h e  t h ings .we  a r e  t r y i n g  
t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r .  

MR MACCRATE: W e  a l s o  have been t o l d  t h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r  documents 
w i t h  R-1. 

A. Y e s .  . 

I0  : I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask you one q u e s t i o n  now. Did you 
e v e r  s ee  a l e t t e r  which General  KOSTER addressed  t o  Colonel  
HENDERSON a long  about  17  t o  20 A p r i l  1968, a long  i n  t h a t  
pe r iod  i n  which h e  s a i d  t h a t  he had r e c e i v e d  an  a l l e g a t i o n  
from t h e  then  Colonel  TOAN, Commander of t h e  2d ARVN 
D i v i s i o n ,  who had a l e t t e r  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  t h a t  
t h e  Americans o u t  i n  t h a t  a r e a  of  Son My had k i l l e d  a l a r g e  
number of c i v i l i a n s  and d i r e c t e d  t h a t  he i n i t i a t e  an i n v e s t -
i g a t i o n  on it. Ever s e e  a l e t t e r  o f  t h a t ?  

A* No. 

Q W e  have f a i r l y  conc lus ive  ev idence  t h a t  it d i d  
happen. 

A. I h a v e n ' t  s een  i t .  
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Q This  l e t t e r  i n d i c a t e s  t o  you why w e  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
t h o s e  f i l e s ,  s e e ?  

A. Of cou r se .  

Q N O W ,  may I aslc you ano the r  q u e s t i o n ?  WLen you
took ove r ,  d i d  you have any reason  t o  have anybody check i n -
t o  t h e  f i l e s  'of t h e  d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  t o  f i n d  t h e  s t a t u s  
of  them? Whether they  were bad,  good, o r  i n d i f f e r e n t ?  

A. NO,  I had no reason t o  do it, n o r  d i d  I do it. 
I had every  r i g h t  t o  b e l i e v e  o r  a t  l e a s t  b e l i e v e d  eve ry th ing  
was i n  good o r d e r .  I t h i n k  a s  any commander would do ,  I 
looked around my desk t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  was anyth ing  i n  t h e  
o f f i c e  and s e e i n g  none of t h a t  I made a p r e t t y  good assessment  
o f  t h e  s t a f f .  I f e e l  they  were f u n c t i o n i n g  w e l l  and didn ' t  
see any reason  t o  s e a r c h  t h e  f i l e s .  

Q For  your  i n fo rma t ion ,  w e  have some i n d i c a t i o n s  
about t h i s  p e r i o d  t h a t  t h e  f i l e s  were n o t  i n  t o o  good a con-
d i t i o n .  I may s a y ,  w e  have n o t  been a b l e  t o  f i n d  any of  t h e s e  
papers  i n  t h e  Headquar ters ,  America1 Div i s ion .  W e  have been 
a b l e  t o  f i n d  ve ry  'few papers  concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t .  The 
l o g s ,  w e  have n o t  been a b l e  t o  f i n d  t h o s e .  A s  a consequence 
w e  a r e  s o r t  of  a t  loggerheads  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime .  I ' m  very  
concerned because t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  he re  i s  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  
a l l  o f  t h e s e  f i l e s  o r  t h e  l o s s  o f  t h e s e  f i l e s  cou ld  imply a 
coverup. 

A. Right .  

Q I wonder whether  you have any knowledge o r  i n -
s i g h t  i n t o  t h i s ?  

A. I c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t  have any i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  docu-
ment o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h i s .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  I g o t  t h e r e  I was 
n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  plea.sed wi th  t h e  c h i e f  ,of  s t a f f  t h a t  was 
t h e r e  . and ,t h i s  was .more p e r s o n a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  anyth ing  e l s e .  
H e  was a very  e f f e c t i v e  man, ve ry  smar t ,  ve-ry i n t e l l i g e n t ,  
b u t  ou r  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  s o r t  of c l a shed .  H i s  . a s s i s t a n t  was a 
Major POWELL a t  t h a t  t ime ,  SGS. I w a s n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p l e a s e  
a t  t h e  way t h e y  were f u n c t i o n i n g .  I .had -my mind made up t h a t  
I was goi.ng t o  g e t  ano the r  c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  b u t  a t  t h e  t ime I 
s t i l l  could  n o t  d e t e c t  ahy--I d i d  b r i n g  i n  Colone l  TREADWELL 
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t o  be  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f  and Major HALLMAN t o  be  t h e  SGS--I 
s t i l l  could  n o t  d e t e c t  any f a i l u r e  of  t h e  s t a f f  t o  coo rd ina t e  
pape r s  o r  t o  do what I thought  t o  be  p rope r  w i t h  t h e  admin-
i st r a t i o n .  

Being new t o  Vietnam when I g o t  t h e r e ,  I was con-
cerned  w i t h  g e t t i n g  on w i t h  t h e  war and l e a r n i n g  what t h e  h e l l  
.was going on; I t  could  have been t h a t  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was 
bad,  b u t  it d i d  n o t  come t o  my a t t e n t i o n  i n  any way I can 
t h i n k  of a t  t h e  t ime I a r r i v e d  t h e r e .  

I only  b r i n g  . t h i s  p o i n t  up. about  t h e  c h i e f  of 
s t a f f  and POWELL because they  handled t h e  paperwork and every-
t h i n g  e l s e .  They w e r e n ' t  t h e r e  b u t  about 2 o r  3 months a f t e r  
I a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  most,  I brought  i n  what . I  cons ide red  t o  be 
my team. 

Q. I b e l i e v e  Colonel  T I X I E R  f i l l e d  u p  t h e  gap i n  
between PARSON and TREADWELL? 

A. I had T I X I E R  and Lar ry  JONES, t h e  a r t i l l e r y  corn-
mander, a l t e r n a t i n g  a t  t h a t  t i m e  and between t h e  t i m e  t h a t  
TREADWELL g o t  on board.  A s  f a r  ' a s  t h e  pape r  work i s  concern-
e d ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  of  any d e f i c i e n c i e s  t h a t  occur red .  I 
thought  t hey  were unusua l ly  good about meeting t h e  requirements  
and dead l ines .  I am t h i n k i n g  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t s  and 
o t h e r  r e p o r t s  t h a t  w e  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  submit .  

Q 0 The key pape r s  t h a t  w e  a r e  l ook ing  f o r  a r e ,  a s  I 
have i n d i c a t e d ,  t h e  l e t t e r  of General  KOSTER t o  Colonel  
HENDERSON, t h e  r e p o r t  o f  24 A p r i l .  We know o f  ano the r  r e p o r t  
which we s u s p e c t  was a l s o  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  America1 Div is ion  
which w e  can f i n d  no t r a c e  of a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime ,  anywhere. 
W e  know enough about  i t ,  t h a t  w e  can c e r t a i n l y  d e s c r i b e  it 
and i n d i c a t e  why it w a s  p repared ,  b u t  t h i s  is  why I am ask-
ing .  D o  you know of  any p o s s i b l e  reason why t h e  f i l e s  and 
l o g s  should  n o t  be  i n t a c t ?  

A. I have no reason  f o r  t h a t ,  no. There shou ld  be  
a r eco rd  of  every  paper  t h a t  came i n  t h e r e .  

Q A t  l e a s t  i f  i t  were a p i ece  of  c l a s s i f i e d  mail  
o r  paper, .  b u t  even t h e  l o g s  themselves a r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e .  
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A. I can t h i n k  o f  no reason why they  w e r e n ' t .  A s  a 
m a t t e r  of  f a c t ,  i t ' s  something of  a s u r p r i s e  t h a t  t hey  were 
a l l  screwed-up. I was l e f t  w i th  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  adminis-
t r a t i v e l y  w e  were f i l l i n g  t h e  b i l l .  A f t e r  a l l  of t h o s e  v i s i t s ,  
my a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and,  of  c o u r s e ,  be ing  under t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  
c o n t r o l  of  111 MAF my a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  requi rements  \?ere  a l l  
down a t  USARV. I looked forward t o  when General  MILDREN would 

.come up and I ' d  s ay ,  "How am I doing a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y ? "  and h e  
would s a y ,  "okay. " I had no reason t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h e  r e c o r d  
keeping documentation was bad. 

MR MACCRATE: Might I i n q u i r e  how you a p p r a i s e d  Major POWELL? 
Had you any feedback on problems t h a t  t h e r e  may have been i n  
t h e  way i n  which he had handled t h e  p o s i t i o n .  

A. I f e l t  and I f o r g e t  what p e r i o d  of  t i m e  I observ-
e d  Major POWELL, b u t  i t  was a s h o r t  p e r i o d  of  t ime ,  I f e l t  
t h a t  he w a s  p r e t t y  much l i k e  t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f  a t  t h e  t ime ,  
bo th  u p t i g h t ,  t e n s e ,  and n o t  my t y p e  of  o p e r a t o r ,  a tendency 
t o  do t h e  job a t  hand, r i g h t  now, okay, and,  "what ' s  t h e  nex t  
job ,"  and n o t  methodica l ly  approach it and g e t  an o v e r a l l  pe r -
s p e c t i v e .  Although, he  was very  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  and t r i e d  t o  
do  h i s  work, h e  d i d  n o t  do it i n  a smooth manner t h a t  I was 
accustomed t o  having and l a t e r  t u r n e d  o u t  under Major HALLMAN 
and Colonel  TREADWELL. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  s t a f f  under t h i s  
system of  POWELL and PARSON f e l t  t h a t  t hey  had t h e  freedom 
t h a t  t hey  l a t e r  had t o  come i n t o  t h e  CG o r  t o  t h e  c h i e f .  I 
t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  a s t i f f  f o r m a l i t y  about  i t ,  b u t  it w a s  n o t  
conducive t o  smooth o p e r a t i o n s .  I must s ay  a g a i n ,  I didn ' t  
see t h i s  r e f l e c t e d  o r  d e t e c t  it on any f a i l u r e  on t h e  p a r t  o f  
p rope r  r eco rd  keeping.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  name o f  your  s t enographe r  when 
you took o v e r  t h e  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. I should  be  a b l e  t o  have i t ,  because he was a 
. screwbal l  t h a t  g o t  i n t o  t r o u b l e  i n  Hawaii. I c a n ' t  remember 
h i s  name.. I t h i n k  i f  g iven  a  l i s t  of f o l k s  I could  p ick  h i s  
name o u t .  A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  he extended and s t a y e d  ove r  
t h e r e  f o r  a s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  t o  g e t  a job i n  Hawaii and 
g o t  over  t h e r e  and goofed up a l i t t l e  b i t ,  and they  c u r t a i l e d  
him. 

Q Had he been General  K O S T E R ' s  s t e n o ?  
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H e  had been and I i n h e r i t e d  him when I g o t  t h e r e .  

I0 : What w a s  h i s  g rade ,  do you remember? 

A. . H e  was an E-5, Spec 5. 

Q - Could he  t a k e  shor thand? 

A. F a i r l y  w e l l .  

Q. A s  I would unders tand it you g o t  i n  ano the r  one who 
was an E-4? 

A. He came from West P o i n t  and w a s  a German boy and 
awful ly  s t u p i d .  He could w r i t e  a l e t t e r ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  
h i s  name. I should  be  a b l e  t o  remember h i s  name, because 
when my wi fe  and I went on R&R w e  went t o  s e e  him. H e  w a s  
having t r o u b l e  o v e r  t h e r e .  H e  was working a t  t h e  R&R Cente r  
and it was a ve ry  p l u s h  job,  b u t  he g o t  mixed-up and g o t  
f i r e d .  

MR MACCRATE: W e ' l l  have t h e  l i s t  i n  j u s t  a few minutes .  I n  
t h e  i n t e r i m  ano the r  l i t t l e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  m a t t e r .  Do you r e c a l l  
whether  t h e r e  was a' f i e l d  s a f e  i n  your  o f f i c e  when you became 
t h e  commanding gene ra l ?  

A. No, I ' m  a lmost  c e r t a i n  t h e r e  was n o t ,  because I 
have t h e  room on my mind ve ry  w e l l .  

Q W e  unders tand t h a t  you had a sc rambler  t e lephone
i n s t a l l e d  i n  September? 

A. R igh t ,  and t h a t  w a s  r i g h t  by my desk .  Tha t  came 
i n  la ter .  My desk was ca t ty -co rne red  i n  t h i s  co rne r .  The rea-
son I t h i n k  n o t ,  i s  because b e f o r e  t h i s  space  was occupied,  
when I ' d  have my evening  b r i e f i n g s ,  t h e r e  w a s  a couch h e r e  
and t h e  c h a i r  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  One o f  t h e  A D C ' s  use  t o  s i t  
r i g h t  i n  t h a t  c h a i r  and I know he s p i l l e d  c o f f e e  on my t a b l e  
ove r  t h e r e ,  I remember t h a t .  I ' m  a lmost  p o s i t i v e .  For ex-
ample, I d i d n ' t  p u t  any th ing  i n  a s a f e .  I had no requirement  
f o r  a s a f e .  

Q , Do you have any r e c o ~ l e c t ~ o nof  h e a r i n g  t h a t  one 
had been t h e r e  and r e c e n t l y  removed? 
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I wouldn ' t  have asked.  

Q I f  it had been vo lun teered?  

A .  I f  it would have been vo lun tee red ,  I t h i n k  I 
would have remembered it. I j u s t  d i d n ' t  have any .leed f o r  a 
s a f e .  I j u s t  t o l d  t h o s e  guys t o  t a k e  t h o s e  pape r s  i n  and t o  
. t a k e  them o u t .  . 

Could t h e  man's name have been HERRIS? 

No. I t  doesn. ' t  sound r i g h t .  

Q 0 W e  a p p a r e n t l y  do n o t  have an NCO roster. 

A. I may be a b l e  t o  thinlc of  t h i s  guy ' s  name. 

I 0  : I - t h i n k  probably i f  you g e t  away from h e r e  and 
g e t  i n  touch w i t h  u s ,  C h a r l i e .  

A. I can t h i n k  of  h i s  name. 

MR MACCRATE : Could it  be VAN mLE? 

A. VAN ABLE. T h a t ' s  t h e  boy, 'VAN ABLE. 
. . 

I 0  : Is he t h e  one w i t h  General  KOSTER? 

A .  H e  w a s  t h e  one w i t h  General  KOSTER, VAN ABLE. H e  
extended t o  g e t  t h i s  job i n  H a w a i i  a t  t h e  R&R Cente r  , g o t  
screwed-up, and h e  came back f o r  a s h o r t  w h i l e  and then  de-
p a r t e d .  

Now, t h e  o t h e r  f e l l ow,  t h e  German who r e p l a c e d  
him--

MR MACCRATE : DIETER2 

A .  DEITER, t h a t ' s  it. 

1 0: DEITER s t a y e d  wi th  you? 

A. . DEITER w a s  t h e r e  when I l e f t .  I ' m  s u r e  he w a s .  
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Q. I ' m  going t o  ask you whether  by chance you heard  
any o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  Did you e v e r  h e a r  anyth ing  around t h e r e  
about  an a v i a t o r  from t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  r e p o r t i n g  
through t h e  cha in  o f  command t h a t  he had observed some un-
neces sa ry  k i l l i n g  o f  women and c h i l d r e n  down i n  t h i s  Task 
Force  Barker  a r e a ?  

.A. N o .  I t h i n k  I would have remembered.t h a t .  

Q . Did you e v e r  h e a r  o f  a  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  and p r e t t y  
much head-to-head between an a v i a t i o n  e lement  w i t h  c e r t a i n  
a i r c r a f t  i n  it and a ground element  i n  i t  t o  a p o i n t  where 
t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t  had its machineguns t u r n e d  on a ground u n i t ?  

A .  No, never  heard  of t h a t .  

Q Capta in  MEDINA jo ined  your  h e a d q u a r t e r s  as a 
b r i e f e r .  

A. Y e s .  

Q .  Did you e v e r  h e a r  from him o r  any o f  your  s t a f f  
members about  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he  had k i l l e d  a 
woman? 

A .  MEDINA, I b e l i e v e  when I g o t  t h e r e ,  was a b r i e f e r ,  
one of t h e  G 3  b r i e f e r s  and I was impressed w i t h  h i s  b r i e f i n g  
a b i l i t y ,  b u t  I never  came i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  him. I ' d  go i n  f o r  
t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  ask a few q u e s t i o n s ,  come back and then  we'd 
have t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  b r i e f i n g  i n  t h e  o f f i c e .  

Q D i d  you e v e r  have any reason  a t  a l l  wh i l e  you 
were t h e r e  t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  something unusual  may have happened 
i n  t h i s  area around March 1968? 

A .  No, a b s o l u t e l y  no t .  I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  see why o r  
i f .  

Q. ' W e l l ,  i f  you 'd  l i k e ,  I ' l l  . t r y  t o  answer any ques-
t i o n s  you have o r  i f  you would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  a  s t a t emen t  i n t o  
t h e  r e c o r d  t h a t  i s  p e r m i s s i b l e .  . . 

A .  . I have no th ing  t o  s ay .  I . t o l d  you about my f i r s t  
knowledge o f  t h i s  and how i t  came about .  I ' l l  j u s t  r e i t e r a t e  
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a g a i n ,  I could  n o t  imagine something l i k e  t h i s  happening and 
n o t  knowing about  it, r e a l l y .  

I0: I would l i k e  t o  adv i se  you aga in  about n o t  d i s -
c u s s i n g  t h i s ,  General  GETTYS. One p o i n t  i s  t h i s  m a t t e r  of  
p o s s i b l e  appearance be fo re  one of  t h e  congress iona?  committees. 
Th i s  i s  p o s s i b l e .  I f  i t  does  come about ,  i t  w i l l  probably 
be t h e  i n v e s t . i g a t i n g  subcommittee of t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  
Committee. So, your appearance h e r e  would n o t  p r e v e n t  your 
appearance t h e r e  o r  your tes t imony t h e r e  i n  t h e  s l i g h t e s t .  

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  b e  r e c e s s e d  a t  t h i s  t ime .  

(The hea r ing  was r eces sed  a t  1712 hour s ,  2 February 
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: GRANGER, C.E. LTC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 4  February  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT: G3 America1 ~ i v i s i o n ,  J u l y  1967 -
20 December 1967. 

1. FUNCTIONING OF THE STAFF. 

a .  Backqround. 

Task Force  Oregon was p u t  t o g e t h e r ' w i t h  p e r s o n s  from 
38 o t h e r  s t a f f s  (pg.  2 ) .  The q u a l i t y  of  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  w a s  
" n o t  what one  would a s k  i n  a d i v i s i o n "  (pg.  3 ) .  Among 
t h e  f i e l d  g r a d e  d f i c e r s  i n  t h e  G3 s e c t i o n  t h e r e  was o n l y  
one major  who had g r a d u a t e d  from Leavenworth,  and t h e r e  were 
o n l y  two who had n o t  been passed  o v e r  f o r  promotion t o  
l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l  (pg .  3 ) .  S t a f f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w e r e  n o t  
e s t a b l i s h e d  c o r r e c t l y  i n  a l l  i n s t a n c e s  because  t h e  o f f i c e r s  
had n o t  t r a i n e d  t o g e t h e r  and because  of  unusua l  r a n k  
s i t u a t i o n s  (pg .  2 ) .  I t  was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  d i v i s i o n ' s  f o r m a l  
c r e a t i o n  t h a t  p e r s o n n e l  cou ld  b e  o b t a i n e d  on a r e g u l a r - f l o w  
b a s i s  (pg. 3 ) .  While t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  c o n t i n u e d  th rough  
t h e  t e n u r e s  o f  Genera l s  ROSSON., KNOWLES, and KOSTER, t h e  
problems began t o  l e s s e n  a s  t a l e n t e d  o f f i c e r s  on b r i g a d e  
s t a f f s  g a i n e d  enough e x p e r i e n c e  t o  b e  b r o u g h t  up t o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  l e v e l  (pg .  4)  . 

b .  O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  concep t .  

G e n e r a l  WESTMORELAND e n v i s i o n e d  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
a s  a l l o w i n g  t h e  b r i g a d e s  maximum o p e r a t i o n a l  independence  
(pg.  5 ) .  Even by t h e  t i m e  GRANGER l e f t ,  t h e  ROAD ~ i v i s i o n  
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concept  had n o t  been f u l l y  implemented (pg. 1 3 ) .  Thus, t h e  
~ r i g a d e s  d i d  much of t h e i r  own p lann ing  and t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander would merely approve t h e  p l a n s  (pg. 5 ) .  Br igades  
could  conduct  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  own A0 w i t h o u t  p r i o r  
approval  (pgs .  17 ,  18) . A s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  independence 
t h e r e  was a l a g  between t h e  time a n  i n c i d e n t  occur red  and 
t h e  t ime d i v i s i o n  was n o t i f i e d  about  i t  (pg. 6 ) .  The 
s p e c i a l  s t a f f  func t ioned  according t o  t h e  manual (pg.  9 )  . 

c .  KOSTER's r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  t h e  s t a f f .  

KOSTER had a ve ry  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  
b r i g a d e  commanders and many t h i n g s  were dec ided  w i t h o u t  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  s t a f f  (pg.  7 ) .  However, GRANGER o r  h i s  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  u s u a l l y  were p r e s e n t  f o r  t h e s e  p lanning 
s e s s i o n s  i n  o r d e r  t o  keep a b r e a s t  of t h e  p lann ing  and 
o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  (pg. 7 ) .  The G2 s e c t i o n  had more 
t r o u b l e  than  t h e  G3 because  many t i m e s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  was 
eva lua ted  a t  a lower l e v e l  and n o t  passed  a long  t o  d i v i s i o n ,  
and documents took a n  e x c e s s i v e  t i m e  t o  r e a c h  d i v i s i o n  ( p g . 8 ) .  
The b r i g a d e  commanders o f t e n  t i m e s  by-passed t h e  s t a f f  
and appealed  d i r e c t l y  t o  the d i v i s i o n  commander when one 
b r i g a d e ' s  r e s o u r c e s  w e r e  a l l o c a t e d  t o  ano the r  f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  
o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 1 0 ) .  The d i s p u t e s  about  r e s o u r c e s  were 
e s p e c i a l l y  s e v e r e  i n  r e g a r d  t o  a v i a t i o n  which had been p u t  
under c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t y  (pg. 11). KOSTER had a tendency t o  
conceive  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  h i m s e l f ,  and,  t h u s ,  GRANGER d i d  n o t  
do much p lann ing  f o r  him (pg. 15) . 

d. R e l a t i o n s h i p  of KOSTER t o  YOUNG and RYDER. 

The s t a f f  was never  t o l d  how i t  was expected  t o  
f u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  cnmmanders (pg. 1 4 ) .  
I n  t ime i t  became f a i r l y  c l e a r  t h a t  General  YOUNG would 
handle  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and l o g i s t i c s  and Genera l  RYDER would 
concern h imsel f  w i t h  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  p l a n s ,  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and 
t r a i n i n g  (pg. 1 4 )  . However, t h i s  s l i p p e d  back and f o r t h  
and t h e  s t a f f  o f t e n  had d i f f i c u l t y  de termining whose , 

guidance t o  fo l low (pg. 1 4 ) .  RYDER had a u t h o r i t y  t o  make 
s m a l l  changes and r e p o r t  them t o  KOSTER a t  t h e  end of t h e  
day (pg. 15)  . A t  t i m e s  t h i s  procedure  prevented  GRANGER 
from knowing what was going on (pg. 1 5 ) .  
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2 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a.  GRANGER r e c o m m e n d e d  L i e u t e n a n t  C o l o n e l  BALMER 
t o  be h i s  successor because h e  though t  BALMER w a s  t h e  best 
of t h e  o f f ice rs  avai lab le  ( p g s .  1 8 ,  1 9 ) .  

b .  T h e  w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  he  had good access t o  
KOSTER ( p g .  1 9 )  . 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1430 hours ,  1 4  February 

I0: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG 
PEERS I MR WEST I MR .MACCRATE MR WALSH , COL FRANKLIN I LTC PAT-
TERSON, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  nex t  w i tnes s  i s  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  C .  E. 
GRANGER, Jr. 

(LTC GRANGER was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows :) 

Colonel  GRANGER, s ir ,  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  w i l l  you 
p l e a s e  s tate your f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, 
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A. C l i n t o n  E. GRANGER, Jr. ,  L ieu tenan t  Colonel ,  
, O f f i c e  of t h e  Deputy Chief of  S t a f f  f o r  M i l i t a r y  

u p e r a t l o n s ,  Department of t h e  Army, Pentagon. 

RCDR : Thank you. 

I0: Colonel  GRANGER, would you i n d i c a t e  your du ty  as-
signment w i t h  t h e  Americal D iv i s ion  and t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
which preceded t h e  Americal D iv i s ion?  When you jo ined  it, 
and when you t e rmina t ed  your s e r v i c e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  My a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  ' 

i n i t i a l l y  Task Force Oregon, was a s  an i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n  
commander i n  t h e  3d Brigade,  25th  D i v i s i o n ,  which l a t e r  be- 
came t h e  3d Brigade,  4 th  D iv i s ion .  A t  t h a t  t ime I commanded 
t h e  2/35 I n f a n t r y .  . 

W e  f i r s t  e n t e r e d  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  on 15 A p r i l  
1967. I t u r n e d  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  ove r  t o  Colonel  TILLER i n  June 
of t h e  same y e a r ,  went on 30 days l e a v e  i n  t h e  United S t a . t e s ,  
and r e t u r n e d  i n  J u l y  t o  assume t h e  d u t i e s  of  t h e  G3 of  Task 
Force Oregon, I remained a s  t h e  G3 o f  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  and 
subsequent ly  t h e  G 3  of t h e  America1 ~ i v i s i o n  on a c t i v a t i o n ,  
u n t i l  20 December of 3967. 

Q L e t  t h e  r eco rd  show t h a t  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  t es t imony,a 

I had n o t i f i e d  Colonel  GRANGER t h a t  I wanted him t o  t e s t i f y  t o  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  i n t e r f u n c t i o n i n g  and t h e  
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i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  of t h e  command element w i th  t h e  g e n e r a l  
s t a f f  , and w i t h  t h e  s p e c i a l  s t a f f  , and with  t h e  v a r i o u s  s e n i o r  
command elements  of t h e  d i v i s i o n .  That is t h e  b a s i c  purpose 
of  Colonel  GRANGER'S appearance here  today.  Colon?l  GRANGER, 
would you i n d i c a t e  f o r  us  t h e  func t ion ing- - I  want t o  focus  on 

.Genera l  KOSTER and t r y  t o  r e l a t e  t h a t  back t o  t h e  two prev ious  
commanders under whom you se rved .  Would you i n d i c a t e  t h e  r e -
l a t i o n s h i p  which e x i s t e d  between t h e  command element  and t h e  
g e n e r a l  s t a f f  under General  KOSTER. 

A. Very w e l l ,  sir. I must be a l i t t l e  h i s t o r i c a l  i n  
t h i s ,  if I may. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  you have a l r e a d y  r e c e i v e d  a  
g r e a t  d e a l  of t es t imony,  b u t  Task Force Oregon was p u t  t o -  
g e t h e r  from elements  of p r a c t i c a l l y  every u n i t  i n  Vietnam. 
The d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  some 38 
o t h e r  headqua r t e r s  when w e  s t a r t e d  count ing  noses ,  and I could 
be o f f  on t h a t .  A t  any r a t e ,  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  of people  w a s  
g r e a t .  

The headqua r t e r s  was p u t  t o g e t h e r  i n  a s h o r t  t ime ,  
and func t ioned  a s  a headqua r t e r s  almost  from i t s  i n c e p t i o n .  
There had been a  p lanning  s t a f f ,  of  which I w a s  n o t  a p a r t ,  
of which I w a s  w e l l  aware, because much of  t h e  p lanning  s t a f f  ' s  
work w a s  passed  t o  me subsequent ly ,  I would set up va r ious  
SOP'S, p l a n s ,  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  headqua r t e r s ,  p o s s i b l e  t a s k  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  d i v i s i o n  l e v e l  t a s k  f o r c e ,  and 
s o  on. However, t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was p u t  t o g e t h e r  i n  a very 
s h o r t  t i m e  and began t o  f u n c t i o n  immediately. And t h i s  l e d  
t o  some problems w i t h i n  t h e  s t a f f .  W e  had n o t  had an oppor- 
t u n i t y  t o  t r a i n  t o g e t h e r .  Of course  I d i d  n o t  j o i n  t h e  d i v i -  
s i o n  s t a f f  immediately. It was 3  ,months a f t e r  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  
w a s  a c t i v a t e d  t h a t  I jo ined  t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f .  But even a t  
t h a t  t ime t h e r e  was s t i l l  some shakedown p roces s  going on. 

The s t a f f . r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  which are a b lend  of per-  

sona1i t i e . s  i n  any d i v i s i o n  s t a f f ,  had n o t  been e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  

some c a s e s .  Some of t h e  rank d i f f e r e n c e s  caused changes. 

can g i v e  you one example. The psycho log ica l  o p e r a t i o n s  of-  

f i c e r  f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  was s e n i o r  t o  m e .  Normally t h e  PSYOPs 

o p e r a t e s  under t h e  d i v i s i o n  G 3 .  S ince he was s e n i o r  t o  m e ,  

PSYOPs was t r a n s f e r r e d  o u t  a s  a s e p a r a t e  s t a f f ,  f unc t ion ing  

under t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f .  There w a s  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  b u t  

I c o u l d n ' t  r a t e  him under t h e  e x i s t i n g  procedures .  This was 

t r u e  i n  o t h e r  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s .  I n  t h e  G2 s e c t i o n ,  t h e r e  had 
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been problems which were s t i l l  appa ren t .  The o f f i c e r  t h a t  was 
i n i t i a l l y  a s s igned  t o  t h e  G 2  had n o t  o rgan ized  t h e  s e c t i o n  t o  
t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  of General  ROSSON. He had been r e p l a c e d  by 
Colonel  DOLSON, who d i d  r eo rgan ize  t h e  e n t i r e  G 2  ~ % o p ,and it 
r e a l l y  wasn't:  completed u n t i l  l a t e  November, and t h e r e  were 

. s t i l l  s t a f f  changes t h a t  w e r e  i n  p rog res s  a t  t h a t  t ime.  

I n  t h e  G 3  s e c t i o n ,  the q u a l i t y  of t h e  personne l  
was n o t  what one would ask i n  a d i v i s i o n ,  t o  be p e r f e c t l y  hon- 
est .  Among t h e  f i e l d  grade o f f i c e r s  t h e r e  was on ly  one major 
i n  t h e  e n t i r e  s e c t i o n  who gradua ted  from Leavenworth, and of 
a l l  of them t h e r e  were only two who had n o t  been passed  over  
f o r  promotion t o  l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l .  That  would i n d i c a t e  
t h a t ,  i n  some cases  n o t  t h e  h i g h e s t  c a l i b e r  of people  were 
be ing  provided Task Force Oregon. This is  an unders tandable  
t h i n g  when o t h e r  u n i t s  a r e  g iv ing  up pe r sonne l .  I t  d i d  a f f e c t  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  and d i d  a f f e c t  them up through December, I 
know. And s i n c e  t h e  same people  s t a y e d  on, I can assume t h a t  
t h e r e  was some impact  a f t e r  t h a t .  

The s p e c i a l  s t a f f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  I can r e c a l l  
n o t h i n g  t h a t  would r e a l l y  be s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  would d i f f e r  
from p r e t t y  much t e x t  book s o l u t i o n .  W e  s t a y e d  probably 
c l o s e r  t o  t a c t i c a l  s t a f f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a n  you would f i n d  i n  
a d i v i s i o n  which had been f u n c t i o n i n g  t o g e t h e r  f o r  a long 
t ime ,  because it was t h e  on ly  b a s i s  on which we could  p u t  t o -
g e t h e r  r e l a t i o n s .  I n  t i m e ,  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  would have changed 
t h i s ,  bu t  t h e r e  was a c o n s t a n t  t u rnove r  of people .  The prob- 
lem w a s  complicated by one o t h e r  f a c t o r .  A s  a t a s k  f o r c e ,  
Oregon had no b a s i s  f o r  r e q u i s i t i o n i n g  pe r sonne l .  Consequent-
l y  pe r sonne l  we l o s t  i n  t he  i n i t i a l  p e r i o d ,  w e  had no b a s i s  
f o r  replacements  o u t s i d e  of appea ls  t o  U .  S. Army, Vietnam. 
These appea l s  were n o t  always m e t .  There w e r e  gaps t h a t  de- 
veloped,  I t  was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  d i v i s i o n  was a c t i v a t e d  formal ly  
and had a b a s i s  f o r  r e q u i s i t i o n i n g  t h a t  we began t o  g e t  people  
on a . r e g u l a r  f low through t h e  p i p e l i n e .  This  i n  t u r n  c r e a t e d  
some problems by having ga-ps w i t h i n  t h e  s t a f f ,  

I n  a l l  hones ty ,  s i n c e  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  f i g u r e s  w i l l  
r e f l e c t  o n l y  Army, t h e r e  were 18 ~ a r i n e  Corps o f f i c e r s  pro- 
v ided  by. I11 P/iAF, who a l s o  func t ioned  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a f f ,  i n  
v a r i o u s  c a p a c i t i e s .  The i r  prime purpose w a s  t o  coo rd ina t e  be- 
tween t h e  Army a t  t h e  s e n i o r  headqua r t e r s  a t  Chu L a i  and t h e  

many Marine e lements  i n  t h e  a r e a ;  two Marine a i r  groups,  t h e  
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Marine teams t h a t  were f u n c t i o n i n g  w i t h  t h e  Revolut ionary De-
velopment people ,  t h e r e  was q u i t e  a t i e - i n .  However, t hey  
performed i n  o t h e r  s t a f f  f u n c t i o n s .  My a s s i s t a n t  G3 A i r  i n  
t h e  G3 shop was a Marine. his i s  a t r i f l e  unusual .  I found 
it extremely v a l u a b l e  inasmuch a s  when t h e  A i r  For cre could n o t  
p rov ide  a i r  s u p p o r t ,  I could  l e a n  on t h e  two Marine a i r  groups,  

. t h a t  w e r e  handy t h e r e  a t  Chu La i  and g e t  immediate r e a c t i o n .  
But t h e s e  were some of t h e  unusual  t h i n g s  t h a t  occu r red  wi th in  
t h e  s t a f f .  Can I c l a r i f y  any p o i n t  f o r  you? 

Q Well,  now you ' r e  c l e a r  back, t o  Oregon. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - I ' d  l i k e  t o  move on t o  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  w i t h  
General  KNOWLES and then  i n t o  h i s  replacement ,  General  KOSTER. 

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r .  These c o n d i t i o n s  e x i s t e d  through 
General  ROSSON's p e r i o d ,  through General  KNOWLES' pe r iod ,  and 
i n t o  General  KOSTER's pe r iod .  

Q - Y e s .  To vary ing  degrees .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  To a l e s s e n i n g  e x t e n t  a s  t h e  personne l  
s t a b i l i z e d  and w e  began t o  g e t  people  through t h e  p i p e l i n e ,  
and a s  we w e r e  a b l e  t o  s e l ec t - - a s  t h e  u n i t s  passed  t o  Arnerical 
D iv i s ion  c o n t r o l  w e  were a b l e  t o  c o n t r o l  o f f i c e r s  from t h e  or-
g a n i c  u n i t s ,  t h e  new o r g a n i c  u n i t s .  We had some t a l e n t  t h a t  
had se rved  enough t ime i n  a b r igade  o r  lower u n i t  going i n t o  
t h e  s t a f f ,  s o  t h a t  you had exper ience  and t a l e n t  f o r  t h e  s t a f f .  
This  began t o  have i t s  impact ,  beginning about  t h e  t ime I l e f t ,  
about  mid-December. This i s  when t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  
w e r e  be ing  brought  i n  from t h e  1/1 Cav; from t h e  198th  Brigade,  
which had been around f o r  a l i t t l e  wh i l e  a t  t h a t  p o i n t ;  and 
from t h e  196th ,  which of course  was t h e  s e n i o r ,  t h e  o l d  b r i -
.gade of t h e  d i v i s i o n .  None were brought i n  from t h e  l l t h  a t  
t h a t  p o i n t ,  of  course .  The l l t h  was j u s t  phas ing  i n .  

9 How long  w a s  it t h a t  you se rved  under General  
;KOSTER as t h e  d i v i s i o n  G3? 

A .  . About two and a h a l f  months, sir.  

Q. Two and a h a l f  months. Recognizing how a ,  l e t ' s  
. say  a ROAD d i v i s i o n  o p e r a t e s ,  w a s  it your  expe r i ence  t h a t  you 

were f u n c t i o n i n g  as t h e  G3? 
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' A. No, s i r ,  t o  a l e s s e r  e x t e n t  t h a n  one would expec t .  
I f  I may, t h a t ' s  one t h i n g  I ' d  l i k e  t o  e x p l a i n ,  s i r .  

Q Well,  t h a t ' s  what I W l i k e  you t o  expar.3 on. A l l  
r i g h t ,  

A. Task Force  Oregon was c r e a t e d .  I t  was c r e a t e d  
from t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  b r i g a d e s ,  o r  a t  t h a t  t ime n o t  t h e  t h r e e  
t h a t  we ended up wi th  i n  t h e  America1 Div i s ion ,  b u t  t h r e e  
b r igades  t h a t  were o p e r a t i n g  i n  s e p a r a t e  f u n c t i o n s .  The char-
t e r  f o r  Task Force  Oregon, which e v e n t u a l l y  became almost  t h e  
c h a r t e r  f o r  t h e  America1 Div i s ion ,  was t o  r e t a i n  an organiza-
t i o n  which had c a p a b i l i t y  of s p l i t t i n g  up a b r igade  a s  a sep-
a r a t e  b r i g a d e ,  a l though  I ' v e  never  r ece ived  any th ing  e i t h e r  
v e r b a l l y  o r  i n  w r i t i n g  t o  t h a t  e x t e n t .  I t  was t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  
me  by bo th  General  ROSSON and General  KNOWLES t h a t  t h e  d e s i r e  
of General  WESTMORELAXD w a s  t o  keep t h e  b r i g a d e s  capable  of 
:being s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  d i v i s i o n  and s e n t  o f f  on s e p a r a t e  
miss ions  t o  t h e  maximum e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e .  Now t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  
i n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  were r a t h e r  d i s t i n c t .  The s e p a r a t e  i n f a n t r y  
b r igades  had a d i f f e r e n t  o rgan i ' za t ion  from t h e  b r igade  which 
is normally o r g a n i c  t o  a ROAD d i v i s i o n .  They had t h e i r  own 
eng inee r  company, they  had t h e i r  own armored c a v a l r y  t roop ,  
they had some of t h e i r  own a v i a t i o n .  There were r a t h e r  d i s -
t i n c t  d i f f e r e n c e s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  s t a f f  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  But t h e s e  
are r e a l l y  sma l l  p o i n t s  i n  comparison t o  what t h e  prime t h i n g  
was, t h a t  they  were accustomed t o  o p e r a t i n g  a s  an independent  
b r igade ,  and t o  a very l a r g e  e x t e n t ,  con t inued  t o  a t t empt  t o  
o p e r a t e  as an independent  b r igade ,  w i t h  n o t  t r e a t i n g  them-
s e l v e s  a s  a p a r t  of  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  b u t  c o n s i d e r i n g  themselves 
a s  'a s e p a r a t e  e n t i t y .  Under General  ROSSON, t h i s  w a s  o f  
course  t h e  manner i n  which it was p u t  t o g e t h e r .  I t  was s t i l l  
a t a s k  f o r c e ,  Under General  KNOWLES we were beg inn ing  t o  go 
through something of a t r a n s i t i o n .  But General  KNOWLES s t i l l  

. unde r s tood  t h e  c h a r t e r  t o  be t.o r e t a i n  t h e  s e p a r a t e  i d e n t i t y .  
So he  never  d i d  push t h e  b r i g a d e  commanders q u i t e  a s  f a r  a s  
you would wi th  an o r g a n i c  b r igade .  Agains t  the--a sugges t ion  
from t h e  d i v i s i o n  G 3  d i d n ' t  accomplish w i t h  a b r igade  3 what 
i t  would i n  a s t anda rd  d i v i s i o n ,  and t h e  same r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
were t r u e  of t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  s t a f f .  

Q Well t hen ,  would it be t h a t  t h e  b r i g a d e s  d i d  much 
of t h e i r  own p l ann ing  and t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander would 

. go o u t ,  l e t ' s  say ,  and approve t h e i r  p l a n s ?  

A. That  ' s c o r r e c t  , sir . 
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Q. And. they ope ra t ed  r a t h e r  independent ly .  

A. They d i d  indeed,  sir. @ 

Q Y e s .  Now, w e r e  you always k e p t  informed? I 'm 
. t a l k i n g  o n l y . a b o u t  t h i s  l a t t e r  p e r i o d  now. 

A, No, sir. 

Q As  t o  e x a c t l y  what t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w a s  and how t h e  
o p e r a t i o n s  were, o r  were you t r y i n g  t o  p i ck  up t h e  p i e c e s ?  

A. I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  p i c k  up t h e  p i e c e s .  T h a t ' s  a good 
way t o  pu t  it, sir. S h o r t l y  b e f o r e  I l e f t ,  and I had t a l k e d  
t o  bo th  General  KOSTER and t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e  
Colonel  MUSSER, about t h e  problem of r e t a i n i n g  some flow of 
in format ion .  And t o  prove my p o i n t ,  I had gone through my 
j o u r n a l  from my t a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  c e n t e r  t o  de te rmine  t h e  
t i m e  l a g  between an i n c i d e n t ,  whether it be an a i r c r a f t  be ing  
f i r e d  on, o r  an engagement on t h e  ground, o r  any th ing  e l s e  of 
any s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  and I found t h a t  t h e  average t ime  w a s  be-
tween an hour and an hour and a h a l f ,  between when t h e  i n c i -  
d e n t  occur red  and t h e  t i m e  t h e  d i v i s i o n  w a s  n o t i f i e d .  To m e  
t h i s  was an unacceptab le  t i m e  l a g ,  because it prevented  m e  
from t e l l i n g  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander what t h e  i n fo rma t ion  w a s  
s o  t h a t  he could r e a c t  t o  it. I n  t ime ,  I unders tand  t h a t  some 
c o r r e c t i v e  measures were taken  on t h i s .  But i t ' s  i n d i c a t i v e  
of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we w e r e  n o t  as f u l l y  informed a s  w e  would 
have l i k e d  t o  have been. 

'Q .  This w a s  t h e  l a c k  of - r e spons iveness  on t h e  p a r t  
of t h e  b r i g a d e s  t h e n ,  to.  t h e  d e s i r e s , o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

A. That 's c o r r e c t ,  sir .  

Q. Back a t . the d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  i t s e l f ,  d i d  you 
f e e l  t h a t '  you were f u n c t i o n i n g  a s  t h e  G 3  i n  terms of doing 
t h e  p lanning  and p r e s e n t i n g  p roposa l s  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s  and s o  
on, t o  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ,  o r  were t h o s e  t h i n g s  h e l d  i n  
t h e  command b u i l d i n g ?  

A.  I wouldn' t-- to be a c c u r a t e ,  I c a n ' t  say e x a c t l y  
one o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  yes., I d i d  p r e s e n t  p roposa l s .  I was given 

. g e n e r a l  guidance and came back w i t h  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s ,  
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proposa ls  f o r  changes i n  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a s .  However, t h e  re-
l a t i o n s h i p  between General  KOSTER and t h e  b r igade  commander 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  w a s  a very  c l o s e  and p e r s o n a l  t h i n g ,  and many of 
t h e s e  t h i n g s  were decided without  any r e f e r e n c e  t c  t h e  s t a f i .  
Th is  was unders tandable  i f  he chose t o  o p e r a t e  t h i s  way. Then 
I would coope ra t e  a s  c l o s e l y  a s  I cou ld  w i t h  t h e  b r igade  3 ,  s o  
t h a t  we  would have r e a l i s t i c  boundar ies  when we would s h i f t  a 
b r i g a d e ' s  boundary, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  and 
everyone e l s e  would be informed of what was going on.  

Q. W e l l  of course  I would have t o  ask you t h a t  ques- 
t i o n  a s  t o  whether o r  not--and t h i s  i s  q u i t e  l o g i c a l  too-- 
e i t h e r  you had t o  be w i th  t he  commanding g e n e r a l  o r  you had 
t o  have a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  wi th  him, o r  you had t o  have some 
mechanism e s t a b l i s h e d  whereby you could g e t  an immediate feed-  
back on what t r a n s p i r e d  i n  , o r d e r  t o  keep a b r e a s t  of t h e  plan- 

n i n g  and t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  d i v i s i o n .  


A. E i t h e r  I accompanied him o r  I had one of  my of-  

f i c e r s  accompany him. Well,  t h e r e  were a few excep t ions ,  b u t  

t h i s  w a s  t h e  g e n e r a l  r u l e .  


Q.  Yes. Now what about  t h e  o t h e r  g e n e r a l  s t a f f  sec-
t i o n s ?  Some of them you could a lmost  d i s c o u n t ,  t h e  G 1  and t h e  
G 4  f o r  example, t h e  1 being a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  t h e  o t h e r  be ing  
l o g i s t i c s ,  b u t  I ' m  t h i n k i n g  i n  terms of t h e  G 2  and t h e  G5. 
Were they  i n  about t h a t  same s i t u a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I f  any th ing ,  t h e  G2 had more d i f f i c u l - 

t ies  than I d i d .  And t h e  G5 ope ra t ed  r e l a t i v e l y  independent-  

ly -
Q - Who was t h e  G 2  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

.A. W e  a c t u a l l y  had two, sir.. The f i r s t  w a s  Colonel  
DOLSON. 

Q - DOLSON? 

A. D-0-L-S-0-N, y e s ,  s i r .  A l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l  a t  
t h e  t ime I jo ined ,  promoted t o  f u l l  c o l o n e l ,  as I r e c a l l ,  i n  
l a t e  August o r  e a r l y  September, and remained on a s  a f u l l  
c o l o n e l ,  And h i s  replacement  was L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  OWENS, 
0-W-E-N-S, Garland OWENS. 
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Q You w e r e n ' t  t h e r e  when Colonel  TREXLER came on 
board? 

A. No, sir ,  I had known Colonel  TREXLER a t  F o r t  Hood, 
and I g r e e t e d  him when he a r r i v e d  a t  Chu L a i  i n  t h e  198th ,  b u t  
he had n o t  j o i n e d t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  a t  t h e  t ime I depa r t ed .  

Q . Can you e x p l a i n  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o r - - l e t  m e  j u s t  
s t o p  r i g h t  h e r e ,  I ' v e  been ve ry  remiss. I have n o t  i n t r o -
duced t h e  o t h e r  members of t h e  group he re .  M r .  MACCRATE on 
my l e f t ;  M r .  WALSH, t h e  ' second i n d i v i d u a l  down, are c i v i l i a n  
lawyers ,  they  have vo lun tee red  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  t o  S e c r e t a r y  
RESOR t o  a s s i s t  us and a l s o  t o  p rov ide  l e g a l  counse l ;  M r .  
Bland WEST is an a s s i s t a n t  g e n e r a l  counse l ;  and on t h e  f a r  
r i g h t ,  Colonel  FRANKLIN, whom I t h i n k  you know, from t h e  Off-
£ i c e  of t h e  Deputy Chief o f  S t a f f  f o r  Opera t ions .  A l l  t h e s e  
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  of course  when I g e t  through t a l l t i n g ,  I ' m  s u r e  
t h e y '  11 have some q u e s t i o n s  t o  address  t o  you. But f o r  t h e i r  
b e n e f i t ,  would you exp la in  how you t h i n k  t h e  G2 w a s  c u t  o u t  
t o  an even g r e a t e r  degree  t han  y o u r s e l f ?  

A. I n  many c a s e s ,  s i r ,  i t e m s . t h a t  w e r e  i n t roduced  
i n t o  t h e  normal i n t e l l i g e n c e  f low,  e i t h e r  by,  l e t ' s  s e e ,  do 
we have a l i m i t e d  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  s i r ?  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  S p e c i a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  

Q I would j u s t  say i n t e l l i g e n c e .  

A. Very w e l l ,  s i r .  

Q For  t h e  record .  

A.  For  t h e  r e c o r d ,  sir,  the '  i n t e l l i g e n c e  f low of nor-
m a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  e n t e r i n g  i n t o  t h e  system w a s  s low, bu t  it 
d i d  n o t  pass  through t h e  normal channe ls .  The e v a l u a t i o n  of 
t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  w a s  made d i r e c t l y  i n  many c a s e s ,  from b a t t a -
l i o n  t o  b r igade  t o  d i v i s i o n  commander, and t h e r e  w a s  no record  
a t  any of t h e  l e s s e r  eche lons  t h a t  it was pas sed  t o  d i v i s i o n .  
I n  some c a s e s ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e  in fo rma t ion ,  I ' m  t h i n k i n g  s p e c i f i -
c a l l y  of documents, took  an exces s ive  t i m e  t o  g e t  from time 
of cap tu re  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where they could t r a n s l a t e  it a t  d i v i -
s i o n ,  wi th  f a c i l i t i e s  e x i s t i n g .  
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Q Tha t  was because of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a t  t he  d i v i -
s i o n  r a t h e r  t han  the  command r e s t r i c t i o n .  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h i s  was t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

Q .  Right .  Well,  were t h e r e  any comparable problems 
i n  t h e  G 5  a r e a ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, s i r ,  b u t  I must admit  t h a t  I am 
n o t  as knowledgeable i n  ' t h e  G5 I s  problems as I might have been. 

Q - Now, what a r e  your obse rva t ions  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  
t h e  s p e c i a l  s t a f f ?  

A. S p e c i a l  s t a f f  f u n c t i o n i n g  was p r e t t y  much accor-
d ing  t o  Leavenworth, s i r .  A s  I i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e  was no chance . ,  

t o  b u i l d  up t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  r e l a t i o n s h i p '  which you w i l l  f i n d  , 
i n  a headqua r t e r s  t h a t  has e x i s t e d  f o r  a .long t ime.  Hence, 
when t h e r e  was any ques t ion  about  who d i d  what and what func-
t i o n ,  it was always r e f e r r e d  t o '  101-5, F M  101-5, which is  t h e  
b i b l e  f o r  s t a f f  work, sir.  

Q Well, s h i f t i n g  o f f  t h e  problems a t  command and 
s t a f f  c o o r d i n a t i o n ,  looking  a t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i t s e l f ,  as  it 
was when you depa r t ed .  Would you d i s c u s s  some of t he  problems 
t h a t  you had i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a s  f a r  as be ing  a b l e  t o  op-
e r a t e  w i t h  t h a t  k ind  of o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  The fundamental problem, and I a l l u d e d  
t o  it. e a r l i e r ,  w a s  t h a t  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  b r i g a d e s  b e l i e v i n g  
t h a t  they  were s t i l l  t o  r e t a i n  a s e p a r a t e  i d e n t i t y  and n o t  be 
a r e a l  p a r t  of t h e  d i v i s i o n .  I n  t h e  f i n a l  weeks be fo re  my 
d e p a r t u r e ,  I fought  t o  remove t h e  eng inee r  companies from t h e  
b r i g a d e s  and p l a c e  them under t h e  d i v i s i o n  e n g i n e e r ' s  c o n t r o l .  
I fought  t o  remove t h e  m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  from t h e  b r igades  and 
p l a c e  them under t h e  Provost  Marsha l ' s  c o n t r o l  s o  t h a t  we 
would have f u l l  u t i l i z a t i o n  throughout  t h e  f u l l  d i v i s i o n  a r e a  
r a t h e r  t han  have them piecemealed o u t  a t  t h e  whims of t h e  i n -
d i v i d u a l  commander, f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  were l i m i t e d  
and we'd g e t  b e t t e r  use by having them a l l  t o g e t h e r .  The 
e n g i n e e r s ,  I was unsuccess fu l .  The m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e ,  we d i d  
accomplish. The armored c a v a l r y  t roops  remained under b r i -
gade c o n t r o l .  
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I f  I c a n  put it halfway i n  between,  I d1i.d achieve 
some c l o s e r  g r a s p  o f  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n ,  w a s  chle .kc p u l - i  them 
away from the br igad-es  t o  use w:i -th, a n o t h e r  bri.cja6.c 011 certain 
s p e c i f i c  o c c a s i o n s ,  w i t h o u t  -too i ~ u c hc o n f l i c t  frcm the  S r i y e d e  
commanders. . I- t h i n k  t h a t  rea1l.y pc in . t s  up t h e  problem. 

Q If I 'm n o t  mis taken ,  however, you j u s t  c i t e d  a f e w  
of  them when y o u ' r e  r e a l l y  t a l k i n g  about  bricjade s l i ces ,  t h a t  
which th.e b r i g a d e s  ' norma ll-y fu.lzctionec'l wit!! , a s  ssel3aratc br.i..-
gades , And I t l i l zk  1 could  add i?. lj.t1l.e hi.t t:n -; t. - t h a t  ~,7.,rou13 
compound t h e  problems,  i n  t e r m s  of suppork commancls, 

A. Y e s ,  sir, q u i t e  . t rue .  

Q And I thinlc a n o t h e r  t r e n e n d ~ u sproblem had t o  do 
w i t h  d i v i s i o n  artillery, 

A. Yes, sir .  

Q - A s  t o  who they were assigned t o  mil. tr, v?i).othey 
were r e s p o n s i v e  t o .  

A,  You ' re  q u i t e  co r r cc - t ,  s ir .  .Z-?nyl:.hi:lg t h a ?  the  Sr i -
g-ade owned ou . t r ig l i t ,  and the  sc2parate brigcldes b i d  hiive thc2:lr . .
otm a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l j - o n .  I would l i k e  t o  state t h a t ,  the  .iJrJ.--

. .gade commanders f e l t  :;!:at they :.rere t-.hej.j: reso;l:cc?s 2nd .cii.i?.\i 
be longed t o  them, And. Lyere wa.s a c o ~ Z l i . c tSe twcc :~t h e  b r i -
gade and t h e  d i v i s i o n  as t o  wile was +ctaal:ly going t o  c o n t r o l  
i t  And it g o t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where you were go ing  t o  t a k e  the  
r e s o u r c e s  away r'rom t h e  b r i g a d e ,  n o t  j u s t  t e l l  them how t o  use 
them s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  b u t  t ake .  them away and u s e  them fog  a n o t h s r  
b r i g a d e ,  and ve ry  f r e q u e n t l y ,  i n  f a c t  a lmos t  a s  a m a t t e r  of 
cou r se ,  you f i n d  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander a p p e a l i n g  t o  t h e  d i v i -
s i o n  commander around t h e  d i v i s i o n  . s t a f f  , which i s  h i s  p e r f e c t  
r i g h t .  w i t h i n  t h e  way t h e  command arrangements  were set  up. 
But it d i d  make t h e  whole sys tem r a t h e r  cumbersome. 

(2- Y e s ,  and d i d  you n o t  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  of t i m e ,  abou t  
t h e  t i m e  you w e r e  t e r m i n a t i n g  your s e r v i c e ,  have a n o t h e r  pro-
blem which w a s  c r e a t e d  i n  t h e  development o f  your  a v i a t i o n  
b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  The s e p a r a t e  b r i g a d e s  d i d  have some 
a v i a t i o n  of  t h e i r  own, and t h e  r e s t r u c t u r i n g ,  of  c o u r s e ,  
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brought the  a v i a t i o n  under a c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t y .  I had achieved 
t h i s  t o  a f a i r l y  high degree before  I l e f t .  And t o  be p e r f e c t l y  
hones t ,  it g o t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  I-- in o r d e r  t o  be a b l e  t o  mass 
enough a i r c r a f t  f o r  say a b a t t a l i o n - s i z e d  l i f t  so t h a t  we would 

. n o t  have every th ing  piecemeal t o  a l l  of t h e  br igades--I  would 
g e t  i n  a d a i l y  requirement from each of t h e  br igades  f o r  av ia-
t i o n ,  and t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n  commander and the  d i v i s i o n  
a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  appeared t o  be--they could n o t  r e s o l v e  it wi th  
the  b r igades .  I ma-de t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  every n i g h t  of who was 
going t o  g e t  how many a i r p l a n e s  the  next  day. And it was 
appealed about 50 pe rcen t  of t h e  t ime. The ch ie f  of s t a f f  would 
back me, and w e  would go through a normal evening r o u t i n e  of 
arguing wi th  t h e  br igade  commanders as  t o  how rnany a i r p l a n e s  
they  were going t o  have t h e  fol lowing day. B y  December t h e  
br igade  commanders p r e t t y  w e l l  accepted t h e  f a c t  t h a t  d i v i s i o n  
w a s  going t o  have t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  a v i a t i o n ,  bu t  t h e r e  was s t i l l  
a good d e a l  of c o n f l i c t .  

Q Who i n  d i v i s i o n  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  a v i a t i o n ?  

A, I d i d ,  s ir ,  pe r sona l ly  i n  . t h i s  c a s e ,  because 
t h e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  could n o t  argue adequately  wi th  t h e  
b r igade  commanders. 

Q .  Y e s .  Well d i d  you have t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n ,  o r  
d i d  the--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A s  f a r  a s  t h e  s t a f f  went,  sir,  I 
d i d  it f o r  t h e  ch ief  of s t a f f  and d i v i s i o n  commander i f  t h e  
b r igades  were unwi l l ing  t o  accep t  it. . 

Q I have been l e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  du r ing  o r  a t  
l e a s t  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of 1968, t h a t  t h e r e  was an evening ses -

. s i o n  a f t e r  t h e  s t a f f - b r i e f i n g  a t  whicl-1 t h e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  
p resen ted  h i s  recommendations t o  the  commanding gene ra l  as  t o  
the  a l l o c a t i o n  of aviat i -on a s s e t s  f o r  t h e  fo l lowing  day. 

A, That may w e l l  have developed a f t e r  my depa r tu re ,  
sir. 

Q Yes. 

. A, A s  of t h e  time I l e f t ,  I was s t i l l  working o u t  
t h e  breakdown. I would advise  the  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  because 
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t h e r e  was s o  much c o n f l i c t  as t o  what I was doing.  But t h a t  

was something I could  g e n e r a l l y  r e s o l v e  wi thou t  having t o  

b o t h e r  everybody on. 


. Q .  1.t h i n k  it is very  impor tan t  f o r  me t o  g e t  t h e  
b e n e f i t  o f ,  w e l l ,  your  exper iences  and your o p i n i o n s ,  because 

I happen t o  know, of cou r se ,  e x a c t l y  what you d i d .  Having 

s e rved  wi th  a ROAD d i v i s i o n ;  t hen  having se rved  a s  more o r  less 

an independent  b r igade  i n  the sou the rn  p a r t  of Quang Ngai; and 

t hen  having jo ined  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  which i s  an ad hoc 

arrangement i n  t h e  beginning wi th  s e p a r a t e  b r i g a d e s .  How would 

you compare t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of the--I 'm j u s t  t a l k i n g  about  

t h e  s t a f f  now--I'm n o t  t a l k i n g  about t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  of t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  s o l d i e r s  o r  b a t t a l i o n s  o r  anything--but  t h e  b r igade  

headqua r t e r s  t o  c o n t r o l  and coo rd ina t e  t he  a c t i v i t i e s  of t he  

b r igade  as compared t o ,  l e t ' s  say a conven t iona l  ROAD d i v i s i o n ?  


A. The b r igade  d o e s n ' t  have t h e  r e s o u r c e s  t o  c o n t r o l  

t o  t h e  same e x t e n t  t h a t  a d i v i s i o n  would. I t h i n k  I can c i t e  

an example, s i r .  When t h e  198th  Brigade a r r i v e d  i n  coun t ry ,  

t h e r e  w a s  one s h i p  which had s a i l e d  from San F r a n c i s c o  i n  
 I 

September, which a r r i v e d  i n  e a r l y  December. Only by s t r i p p i n g  

communications equipment from t h e  e n t i r e  d i v i s i o n ,  were we 

a b l e  t o  make t h e  198th o p e r a t i o n a l .  And n o t  j u s t  communications. 

We had t o  set up a r t i l l e r y ,  communications, v e h i c l e s ,  t h e r e  

were a l o t  of t h i n g s  t h a t  were on t h a t  one s h i p .  You c a n ' t  

do t h a t  i n  a b r igade .  You do n o t  have t h e  r e s o u r c e s  t o  s h u f f l e  

t o  t h a t  degree .  A t  a d i v i s i o n ,  you can.  You d o n ' t  have t h e  

e x t r a  people  t o  command t h i n g s  t h a t  come up. We could  s e t  up 

a jump CP, a t a c t i c a l  C P ,  away from Chu L a i  u s ing  d i v i s i o n  

r e sou rces .  I t  s t r e t c h e d  us .  There ' s  no q u e s t i o n  about t h a t .  

But we could do it. And it w a s  done i n  June ,  and--well l a t e  

May and e a r l y  June by General  ROSSON, who had a t a c  CP t h a t  

.he  p u t  a t  Duc Pho, a . s m a l l  s t a f f .  A b r i g a d e  doesn ' t  have t h i s  
c a p a b i l i t y  when you g i v e  them a  s e p a r a t e  b r i g a d e  w i t h  i t s  aug-
mentat ion,  n o t  and conduct 2 4  hour o p e r a t i o n s ,  which is of 
course ,  is  a n e c e s s i t y .  

Q .  I t h i n k  it was du r ing  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of your ten- 

u r e  a s  t h e  G 3  t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a r t e d  p u l l i n g  c e r t a i n  of 

t h e  a s s e t s  from t h e  b r igades  t o  move toward t h e  ROAD concept  

i n  t e r m s  of t h e  JAG'S., f o r  example, b r i n g i n g  them i n .  G e t t i n g  

t h e  AG s e c t i o n  se t  up t o  f u n c t i o n ,  t o  hand le  a l l  t h e  personne l  

w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  So you were f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n ?  


I 
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. A. Y e s ,  s i r .  May I e l a b o r a t e  a l i t t l e  on t h a t ,  s i r ?  

Q - Yes. 

A. The d i v i s i o n  had an average s t r e n g t h  of  American 
Army 27,O 00 .. .Now, t h i s  i s  a .  tremendously l a r g e .  . o rgan iza t ion .  
I t  s t r e t c h e d  i n  an a r e a  1 4 0  k i l ome te r s  long  and a l l  t he  way 
from t h e  s e a  t o  t h e  Cambodian bo rde r .  The a r e a  was extremely 
l a r g e .  There were v a r i e d  commands w i t h i n  it. The problems 
w e  f aced  were tremendous. Communications problems were some 
of t h e  wors t .  

When we s t a r t e d  t o  pu t  it t o g e t h e r  and t a k e  27,000 
people  and o rgan ize  them, l e s s  t h e  b r igades  t h a t  would d e p a r t  
e v e n t u a l l y ,  i n t o  a d i v i s i o n ,  we r a n  i n t o  a d i s t i n c t  problem 
wi th  U.S. Army Vietnam. We d i d  n o t  have t h e  spaces  a u t h o r i z e d  
by t h e  U.S. Army Vietnam t o  pu t  t o g e t h e r  a d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  
i n  a convent iona l  ROAD sense .  The sl ice of t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  
t h a t  we normally would have had,  t h a t  w a s  i n  t h e  b r igade ,  w a s  
t o  remain i n  t h e  b r igade .  I d i d  a g r e a t  d e a l  of  horse  t r a d i n g  
du r ing  t h e  months of September and e a r l y  October w i t h  t h e  USARV 
s t a f f  on spaces  t o  b u i l d  t h e  d i v i s i o n  up t o  t h e  p o i n t  where 
it could perform t h e  func t ions  of a ROAD d i v i s o n  s t a f f ,  and 
s t i l l  t r y  t o  s t a y  somewhere i n  t h e  framework of keeping t h e  
b r igade  a s  a s e p a r a t e  b r igade ,  s o  it could be s e a l e d  o f f  i n  
accordance w i t h  t h e  t h e  i n i t i a l  guidance.  

F i n a l l y  t h i s  i n i t i a l  guidance began t o  t a k e  less 
and less e f f e c t .  I t  had l e s s  impact on ou r  t h i n k i n g  and appar- 
e n t l y  General  WESTMORELAND accepted  t h i s .  A s  w e  began t o  p u l l  
t h e  r e s o u r c e s  i n  and p l a c e  them under d i v i s i o n  c o n t r o l .  But 
it w a s  an evo lu t iona ry  process  from a t a s k  f o r c e  t o  a ROAD 
d i v i s i o n ,  and I d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  completion of it by any means. 
W e  were s t i l l  a very long  way from reach ing  a normal d i v i s i o n  
s t r u c t u r e  a t  t h e  t i m e  I l e f t .  The problem, fundamental ly ,  
was one of spaces .  I f  we had been a u t h o r i z e d  t o  go t o  f u l l  
d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  s t r e n g t h ,  i n i t i a l l y ,  it would have p laced  
us tremendously over  t h e  average d i v i s i o n ,  something l i k e  4,000 
people  r e p r e s e n t e d  wi th in  t h e  r e sou rces  of t h e  b r igade .  

Q .  You were a l r e a d y  cons ide rab ly  l a r g e r  t han  any d i v i -  
s i o n  I know o f ,  because most of us were around of 17,000,  
l8,OOO, 19,000. 
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A. Well,  s ir ,  du r ing  t h i s  p e r i o d  we had f i v e  br igades .  

Q. Y e s .  

. A. Of course  t h a t  i n  t u r n  s t r e t c h e d  ou r  command and 
c o n t r o l  f a c i l i t i e s .  That  was ano the r  of t h e  problems t h a t  
we faced.  I n i t i a l l y  we had t h e  3d Brigade,  4 th  D iv i s ion ,  
i n i t i a l l y  t h e  3d Brigade,  25th D iv i s ion  a c t u a l l y ,  b u t  w e  ' r e  
speaking of t h e  same b r igade .  And t h e  196th.  

Q . Y e s ,  b u t  toward t h e  end of your p e r i o d  you had g o t  
down t o  your t h r e e  b r igades  which were t h e  o r g a n i c  b r igades  
e v e n t u a l l y .  I know t h e r e  w a s  t h e  196th ,  t h e  19 8 t h ,  and the  11 th .  
I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  I l e f t  we s t i l l  had t h e  3d I 
Brigade,  4 th  D iv i s ion ,  196th ,  198 th ,  1 1 t h  was a r r i v i n g .  We I 

had the  3/1 Cavalry ,  and t h e  l O l s t  had j u s t  depa r t ed .  The 
subsequent  withdrawal of t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  u n i t s  was a f t e r  
my d e p a r t u r e ,  s i r .  T h a t ' s  why .I c i t e  t h i s  27,000 f i g u r e .  
This i s  du r ing  my per iod .  

Q - Now under General  KOSTER, I b e l i e v e  you had two 
A D C ' s ,  d i d  you n o t ?  General  RYDER and General  YOUNG? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  

Q Can you e x p l a i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between General  
KOSTER and General  RYDER, and between General  KOSTER and Gen-
e r a l  YOUNG? What a u t h o r i t i e s  and what r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  d i d  
they have? 

A. Yes, s ir ,  I 'm summoning my thoughts .  This  is a 
. d i f f i c u l t  one t o  answer, because I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e  s t a f f  
e v e r  r e a l l y  knew what t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  were. I n  t ime it be-
came f a i r l y  c l e a r  t h a t  General  YOUNG would handle  adminis t ra -
t i o n  and l o g i s t i c s  whi le  General  RYDER would concern himself  
w i th  p l a n s ,  o p e r a t i o n ,  and t r a i n i n g ,  and wi th  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  
a l though t h i s  s l i p p e d  back and f o r t h .  The l i n e s  were n o t  
c l e a r l y  drawn, and t h e r e  w a s  never  any r e a l  s t a t e m e n t  a s  t o  
how we were t o  f u n c t i o n  with  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commanders. 
W e  had func t ioned  wi thou t  any a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commanders 
p r i o r  t o  t h a t  t ime ,  and t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of two a d d i t i o n a l  
g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r s  f o r  awhi le  made it very d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  
s t a f f  t o  o p e r a t e .  W e  were n o t  s u r e  whose guidance t o  fol low 
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and it w a s n ' t  always c o n s t a n t  whi le  we were s o r t i n g  ou t  who 
was t o  do what. I can only go on hearsay a s  t o  what happened, 
which was t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  of t h e  problems a f t e r  I ! e f t ,  b u t  it 
w a s  n o t  r e so lved  by the  t ime I l e f t .  

Q - NO, I only  asked you about  t h e  t i m e  you were t h e r e ,  
I t h i n k ,  Colonel  GRANGER. But my q u e s t i o n  would be t o  t h a t  
which e x i s t e d  between General  KOSTER and General  RYDER i n  par -
t i c u l a r ,  s i n c e  General  RYDER w a s  performing i n  t h e  c a p a c i t y  of 
t h e ,  l e t ' s  say ,  t h e  maneuver o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  ADC. Did he 
have a u t h o r i t y  t o  make a judgment on h i s  own, o r  was it one 
of t h e s e  t h i n g s  of  having a l l  k inds  of approva l  from t h e  d i v i -
s i o n  commander bef o r e  t he  t i t l e  would be p u t  i n t o  e f f e c t ,  s o  
t o  speak? 

A. On anyth ing  t h i s  b i g  of course  he would c o n s u l t  
w i t h  General  KOSTER. For minor changes of boundar ies ,  e i t h e r  
sma l l  a t tachment  changes, d i r e c t i o n s  on a r t i l l e r y  suppor t  and 
s o  on, General  RYDER would make a c o r r e c t i o n  o r  changes on t h e  
ground a t  t h e  t ime and then  r e p o r t  t o  General  KOSTER a t  t he  
end of t h e  day,  as a r u l e ,  I would f i n d  o u t  when my G3 rep-
r e s e n t a t i v e  came back,  s o  t h e r e  was sometimes a l a g  of a few 
hour s ,  b e f o r e  anyone was aware of what had happened. 

Q - We have heard  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a tendency t o  cen-
t r a l i z e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  l e t  's s ay ,  i n  t h e  command b u i l d i n g .  And 
as a G 3  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  wi th  General  KOSTER, could you comment 
on t h a t ?  

A. - Yes, s ir ,  I t h i n k  i t ' s  a f a i r  s t a t e m e n t .  I can-
n o t ,  of cou r se ,  comment on t h e  way anyone else r e a c t e d .  I 
found t h a t  i n s t e a d  of p lanning  f o r  General  KOSTER and presen-
t i n g  t o  him a fina1ize.d p l a n ,  t h a t  I was g e t t i n g  r a t h e r  d e t a i l e d  
guidance,  and t h a t  he had i n  many c a s e s ,  a l r e a d y  conceived 
p r e t t y  much, a complete scheme f o r  an o p e r a t i o n  wi thout  any 
p r i o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n s .  

Q Did you have any problems l i v i n g  w i t h i n  t h i s  s i t -
u a t i o n ?  

A. S i r ,  he w a s  my commander and I j u s t  suppor ted  
him t h e  b e s t  way I co.uld. 
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Q. I t h i n k  t h a t  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  concerned,  
what you've i n d i c a t e d  i s  t h a t  w e  d i d  have t h e  problems of t h i s  
s t r a n g e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  of having s e p a r a t e  b r igades  zoriunanded by 
a d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  t h a t  r e a l l y  w a s n ' t  a d i v i s i o n  head- 
q u a r t e r s  as y e t .  ,And then ,  being i n  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  between 
t h a t  k ind  of an o r g a n i z a t i o n  and t o  what you and I might c a l l  
a convent iona l  ROAD type  o rgan iza t ion .  Would tha t  be a f a i r  
b r i e f  s t a t emen t  of t h i s ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q . M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: Colonel  GRANGER, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  General  
KOSTER would have a s p e c i a l  k ind of r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  h i s  b r i -  
gade commanders, because of t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h a t  
he mainta ined very c l o s e  c o n t a c t  wi th  them. Then you i n d i c a t e d  
a t  t h e  same time some q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  where t h e  A D C ' s  f i t t e d  
i n t o  t h e  p i c t u r e ,  when they  a r r i v e d  on t h e  scene .  Was t h e r e  
something of t h e  same problem, t o  t he  e x t e n t  t h a t  you could 
observe it, i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  b r igades  and t h e i r  res -
p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  b r igades?  

A. Y e s ,  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a f a i r  s t a t e m e n t ,  s ir .  I ' m  
s u r e  they  had problems, from what I observed.  And those  t imes 
I w a s  accompanying an ADC, t h e r e  was some r e l u c t a n c e  t o  make 
a d e c i s i o n  wi thou t  c o n s u l t i n g  wi th  General  KOSTER on anyth ing  
of any s i g n i f i c a n c e , .  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  p e r i o d  e s p e c i a l l y .  This  
was unders tandable  during--1 e t  's see ,  General  RYDER was only  
t h e r e  about a month b e f o r e  I depa r t ed ,  and Genera l  YOUNG about . 
t h e  same l e n g t h  of t ime.  I t  was n o t  t o o  long  a  p e r i o d ,  and 
they  were s t i l l  f e e l i n g  t h e i r  way a s  t o  what t h e i r  respons i -  
b i l i t i e s  and d u t i e s  would be. They were on s t r a n g e  t e r r a i n ,  
o p e r a t i n g  wi th  s t r a n g e  f o r c e s ,  a g a i n s t  a s t r a n g e  enemy. I 
t h i n k  it was an unders tandable  r e a c t i o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  bu t  it 
d i d  e x i s t .  

Q. W e l l ,  is t h a t  quite--you must t h i n k  about  General  
RYDER j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  though,  because he was a p r e t t y  much 
of an o l d  hand i n  t h i s  bus iness  having been down i n  I11 Corps 
and spending most of t h e  t o u r  commanding an independent  b r i -  
gade. Then having been wi th  t he  d i v i s i o n ,  and then  coming down 
t o  t h e  Americal.  I t  wasn ' t  e x a c t l y  s t r a n g e  t o  him. 
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A. Oh, no, sir. War was n o t  s t r a n g e  t o  General  RYDER 

a t  a l l .  He had had an awful l o t  of expe r i ence ,  and s o  had 

General  YOUNG. But t h e  t e r r a i n  was d i f f e r e n t .  Tksy were n o t  

f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  enemy i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  They had n o t  

achieved a r a p p o r t  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  ARVN u n i t s .  The 2d ARVN 

D iv i s ion  w a s  i n  t h e  middle of t h e  America1 Div i s ion  a r e a .  

They had n o t  achieved any c l o s e  working r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  t h e  

commander of t h e  ROK Marine b r igade .  They had y e t  t o  l e a r n  

some of t h e  i d i o s y n c r a s i e s  of o p e r a t i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  Mar ine ' s  

a r e a  of ope ra t ion .  


The enemy w a s  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  i n  some of 
t h e  o t h e r  a r e a s .  This w a s ,  t o  my expe r i ence ,  a much more 
hard-core area than  anyth ing  I had seen b e f o r e .  And I was 
completing a 2-year t o u r  i n  Vietnam a t  t h i s  t ime ,  which 
covered I11 Corps, I1 Corps, and t h e  sou the rn  p a r t  of  I Corps. 
They w e r e  c e r t a i n l y  a f a r  cry f r o m  General  RYDER's expe r i ence  
on t h e  Cambodian bo rde r ,  which I was p r e s e n t  f o r  i n  p a r t ,  
where i f  you s a w  someone, he was e i t h e r  yours  o r  an enemy when 
you were w e l l  o u t  on the  border'. This c r e a t e d  some d i f f e r e n t  
problems. A l l  of a sudden you had popu la t ion  c e n t e r s  and you 
had people  t h a t  could n o t  be i d e n t i f i e d ,  and you had a l l  k inds  
of problems. I ' m  s u r e  t h i s  c r e a t e d  some d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  people  
coming i n t o  a  s t r a n g e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a .  

A s  f a r  as the  t e r r a i n ,  y e s ,  t h e r e  were dec ided  

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  t e r r a i n .  We could make ve ry  e f f e c t i v e  use 

of our  armor on t h e  c o a s t a l  p l a i n .  Of cou r se  it would have 

been imposs ib le  i n  t h e  t r i p l e  canopy jung le  w e s t  of P l e i k u  

where General  RYDER had been b e f o r e .  They were a b l e  t o  use 

d i r e c t  f i r e  weapons w i t h  much g r e a t e r  succes s  t han  w e  had, 

where t h e  v i s i b i l i t y  w a s  from he re  t o  t h e  f a r  s i d e  of t h e  room 

i n  g e n e r a l .  And t h i s  is t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  I ,  a s  a b a t t a l i o n  


. commander, been a b l e .  t o  unpack my 1 0 6  r e c o i l l e s s  r i f l e s  , and 
use them e f f e c t i v e l y .  So t h e r e  were some t a c t i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  
t h a t  would have e f f e c t e d  anyone 's  t h i n k i n g ,  coming i n  as  a  
s t r a n g e r  he re .  

MR WEST: This  may be a l i t t l e  r e p e t i t i o u s ,  b u t  wh i l e  General  

KOSTER w a s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, could a b a t t a l i o n - s i  zed 

or  l a r g e r  o p e r a t i o n  be under taken wi thou t  h i s  p r i o r  p e r s o n a l  

approval?  


A, Y e s ,  sir,  wi th in  t h e  area of o p e r a t i o n  i n  cognizance 
of a b r igade ,  a b r igade  would conduct i t s  ' 0wn .ope ra t ions  i n  
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adv i s ing  d i v i s i o n  of  a sweep t o  be  conducted i n  a s p e c i f i c  

a r e a ,  provided t h e r e  was no coo rd ina t ion  r e q u i r e d  i n  an ad ja - 

c e n t  b r igade .  


10: Le t  me ask a q u e s t i o n  h e r e  f i r s t ,  b e f o r e  you f i n i s h  

t h i s .  What were t h e  l e v e l s  of command when those  br igades  

jo ined?  I know when t h e  l l t h  came i n ,  f o r  example, they had 

a  b r i g a d i e r  g e n e r a l  i n  command. What about  t h e  136th  and 

198th when they  f i r s t  jo ined?  


A. A l l  r i g h t ,  sir. The 196th  came i n  commanded by 

General  KNOWLES , t hen  a b r i g a d i e r .  


Q Yes. 

A s  H e  was. r e l i e v e d  'by ano the r  b r i g a d i e r ,  t h e  command 
f i n a l l y  passed t o  a co lone l .  The 198th came i n  under a f u l l  
c o l o n e l ,  Colonel  WARE. The 1st Brigade,  l O l s t  Airborne 
Div i s ion  was commanded by a b r i g a d i e r  g e n e r a l ,  General  
MATHESON, who a c t e d  a s  t h e  - d i v i s i o n  commander i n  t h e  i n t e r i m  
a f t e r  General  KNOWLES was evacuated and b e f o r e  General  
KOSTER assumed command. The 3d Brigade,  1st Cavalry D iv i s ion  
w a s  commanded by a colonel . .  

Q W e l l ,  doesn 't t h a t  set up a d i f f e r e n t  se t  of con-

d i t i o n s  then?  


A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Then when we g e t  down t o  t h e  196th and t h e  198th 

and t h e  l l t h  a l l  be ing  commanded by c o l o n e l s .  


A. No q u e s t i o n ,  s i r .  W e  had g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r s  and 
g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  h e r e ,  which is  almost  l i k e  es-

' c a l a t i n g  it from a d i v i s i o n  t o  a corps l e v e l .  

COL FRANKLIN: What about  t h i s ,  Colonel  GRANGER? You desc r ibed  
a s i t u a t i o n  where t h e  premium o r  t h e  key p o s t  i s  t o  my mind 
infantrymen. And r i g h t  a f t e r  you l e f t  t o  g e t  a c h i e f  of s t a f f  
and a G3 a r t i l l e r y m e n .  Do you have any i d e a  of how t h i s  hap- 
pened? Did you have anyth ing  t o  do wi th  p i ck ing  your successor?  

A. Yes, sir. I recommended Colonel  BALMER be my suc-

c e s s o r ,  as a matter of f a c t .  This was two bases :  (1) I had 
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examined t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l s  w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  and thought  
he was one of t h e  b e t t e r  ones.  I a c t u a l l y  had f o u r  names, a s  
I r e c a l l ,  t o  d i s c u s s  w i th  General  KOSTER. The prc5lem was aga in  
t h a t  we cou ld  n o t  l evy  t h e  b r igades  t h a t  w e r e  n o t  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  
America1 D iv i s ion  f o r  personne l .  I thought  t h a t  Colonel  BALMEI? 
was the b e s t  from t h e  o f f i c e r s  a v a i l a b l e .  

Q - Did you know a t  t h a t  t i m e  you w e r e  g e t t i n g  an a r -
t i l l e r y  c h i e f  of s t a f f ?  

A. Y e s ,  Colonel  PARSON had r e p o r t e d  f o r  du ty  and had 
moved a desk i n t o  Colonel  MUSSER1s o f f i c e  s o  he cou ld  under- 
s t u d y  him. 

Q. I t h i n k  you s e e  my p o i n t .  Th is  i s  a r e a l  i n f a n t r y  
w a r  w i t h  a l l  t h e s e  i n f a n t r y  b r i g a d e s .  The problems a r e  a l l  
i n f a n t r y .  What was your r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Genera l  KOSTER? 
Could you go i n  and see General  KOSTER anytime and d i s c u s s  
problems o r  b r i n g  up, say i n  d i f f e r e n t  b r i g a d e s  different 
t h i n g s  t h a t  w e r e  going perhaps n o t  a s  w e l l  a s  they  should  o r  
was i t - -you had t h r e e  g e n e r a l s  you w e r e  working f o r .  Was your  
r e l a t i o n s h i p - - I  ' m  t a l k i n g  about  a c c e s s i b i l i t y ,  a b i l i t y  t o  
speak your  mind w i t h  General  KOSTER. Was it a s  f r e e  and ea sy  
as w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  two g e n e r a l s ?  

A, I t h i n k  my a c c e s s i b i l i t y  t o  General  KOSTER may 
have been g r e a t e r  t h a n  my a c c e s s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  A D C 1 s .  I f e l t  
no h e s i t a n c y  about  v o i c i n g  an op in ion .  

10: - How long  had you been down i n  t h e  I Corps a r e a  a t  
t h i s  t i m e  and o p e r a t i n g  t h e r e  b e f o r e  you became G 3 ?  

A. About 3  months, s i r .  

Q - Three monihs. Tha t  was w i th  Genera l  ROSSON and 
w i t h  General  KNOWLES. So how long  had you been G3 by t h e  
t i m e  General  KOSTER a r r i v e d  on t h e  scene? 

A. About two and a h a l f  months, s i r .  

Q - Two and a h a l f  months? 

A- A l i t t l e  s h o r t  of 3 months. 
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Q. Y e s .  So you were completing a 2 y e a r  t o u r ,  t h e  
l a s t  6 months of which, g e n e r a l l y  speaking,  you s p e n t  i n  I 
F i e l d  Force  a r e a ?  

A. I n  t h e  l a s t  8 months, s i r .  

Q E i g h t  months? 

A. Because I w a s  commanding a  b a t t a l i o n  i n  t h e r e  
e a r l i e r .  

Q . W e l l ,  I 'm i n c l u d i n g  t h a t  when you went down t o  
the--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  That  would have been December 20 th ,  
sir. 

Q. You're p r e t t y  much an o l d  hand i n  I Corps about  
t h i s  time. 

A. A s  o l d  as any Amy people  were, s i r .  I took t h e  
f i r s t  b a t t a l i o n  i n t o  Duc Pho, and tha . t  was 2 days a f t e r  t h e  
i n i t i a l  Army launch went i n t o  Chu Lai.' 

Q We went down t o  see where you took  them i n t o  Duc 
Pho, Anybody e l s e  have any q u e s t i o n s ?  Colonel  GRANGER, we 
a p p r e c i a t e  very much you t a k i n g  t h i s  t ime o f f .  You recognize  
t h e  problem t h a t  we ' r e  faced  wi th  he re ,  i n  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n  and some of it does g e t  down t o  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I t  a l s o  g e t s  down t o  a degree  t o  
t h e  i n n e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of t h e  va r ious  people ,  t h e  commanding 
g e n e r a l  w i th  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  wi th  t h e  A D C 1 s ,  w i t h  t h e  gen- 
e r a l  s t a f f ,  w i th  t h e  s p e c i a l  s t a f f ,  and t h e n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p s  wi th  t h e  b r igades  and a l l  t h i s  i n n e r  f u n c t i o n i n g .  I f  
you can t h i n k  of anykhing t h a t ' s  germane t o  what w e  ' re  doing 
he re ,  t o  a r r i v e  a t  some f i n d i n g s  and recommendations on t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t ,  we'd a p p r e c i a t e  having your  op in ion  and 
your thoughts  on it. I f  you have any q u e s t i o n s  o r  i f  you 'd  
l i k e  t o  make a s t a t emen t  f o r  t h e  r eco rd  a t  t h i s  t ime ,  w e  ' d  
be very  happy t o  l e t  you do so .  

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  very hard  t o  t h i n k  of something con- 
s t r u c t i v e ,  s ir ,  t h a t  I h a v e n ' t  a l r e a d y  s a i d .  W e  d i d  have 
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problems, You're q u i t e  c o r r e c t .  W e  had problems t h a t  were 
c r e a t e d  by t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  went i n i t i a l l y  
from a t a s k  f o r c e  w i th  vague command r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  a s e n s e ,  
to a d i v i s i o n  w i t h  an u n c e r t a i n  c h a r t e r  a s  t o  how t h e  b r igades  
were t o  be i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  i t s e l f ,  s e p a r a t e  
b r igades  o r  b r igades  t h a t  were o r g a n i c  i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  
W e  had problems i n  t h e  t u rnove r  of u n i t s .  There was always 
a l i t t l e  b i t  of  u n c e r t a i n t y  a s  t o  ou r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  t h e  
n e x t  h i g h e r  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  t o  t h e  111 Marine Amphibious Force .  

10: And USARV, I might say.  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  and d e f i n i t e l y  t h e  USARV, because I--

QI ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I, f o r  one i n  some cases, would 
n o t  know who t o  r e p o r t  t o .  

A, W e  r e p o r t e d  t o  b o t h ,  as a g e n e r a l  r u l e ,  sir.  I 
t h i n k  t h e  SITLEP i s  a good example. SITKEP is a d a i l y  s i t -
u a t i o n  r e p o r t .  I n s t e a d  of j u s t  sending  it t o  t h e  n e x t  h i g h e r  
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  w e  s e n t  i n  two d i r e c t i o n s  s o  t h a t  no m a t t e r  who 
wanted t o  know what w a s  going on,  we  had it covered.  I t  may 
sound a l i t t l e  r i d i c u l o u s ,  b u t  i n  some c a s e s  w e  were unable 
t o  a s c e r t a i n  o r  determine by checking w i t h  e i t h e r  headqua r t e r s  
who w a s  going t o  g i v e  us t h e  guidance on some t h i n g s .  W e  
w e r e  able t o  t u r n  it t o  ou r  advantage i n  some cases .  

A s  a m a t t e r  a f  r e c o r d ,  I might as w e l l  a d m i t  it. 
Anyone could  f i g u r e  it o u t  anyway. W e  complained t o  USARV 
that w e  d i d  n o t  have adequate  eng inee r  s u p p o r t  and complained 
t o  I11 MAF that  we d i d  n o t  have adequa te  e n g i n e e r  suppor t ,  
wh i l e  i n  e f f e c t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  had i t s  own b a t t a l i o n ,  had t h r e e  
eng inee r  companies, t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  of a b a t t a l i o n .  USARV was 
k ind  enough t o  l e t  us have t h e  use of an e n g i n e e r  b a t t a l i o n  
i n  t h e  sou the rn  p a r t  of t h e  zone, a group i n  t h e  I1 Corps 
area. But I t h i n k  it p o i n t s  o u t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  some of t h e s e  
t h i n g s  w e r e  a l i t t l e  vague. I n  e f f e c t ,  w e  had s i x  b a t t a l i o n s  
of eng inee r s  working w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a .  Now t h e  degree  o f  con-
t r o l  t h a t  you can e x e r c i s e  ove r  s ay ,  a  Sea Bee b a t t a l i o n ,  even 
when it i s  i n  your  a r e a  depends on your p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  
And I might go down and have d i n n e r  w i t h  a Sea Bee b a t t a l i o n  
commander i n  o r d e r  t o  convince him he ought  t o  go t h e r e  and 
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work on the  road i n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade I s  a r e a  t o  h e l p  them b u i l d  
t h e  a r e a  when they w e r e  coming i n .  I t  was n o t  a s  c l e a r  a s  it 
sounds. 

10: I t h i n k  you had another  problem t h a t  you haven ' t  
touched upon, b u t  you j u s t  s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  i n t o  it about t h e  
t i m e  you'd depa r t ed  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  But I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  you had 
done a whole l o t  o f  p r i o r  p lanning  on, and t h a t  is t h e  infu-
s i o n  program. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Which had d r a s t i c  e f f e c t s  upon every o rgan iza t ion  . 
A. No q u e s t i o n ,  sir.  We were start ing--we had N 
brought people i n  t h e  198th.  The 196th ,  of course ,  was t h e  Dl 
o l d  br igade  and that was where t h e  people came from i n i t i a l l y .  A) 

They had fewer problems. W e  l e t  the  196th a lone  a f t e r  p u l l i n g  
people  from them t o  b e n e f i t  d i v i s i o n ,  n o t  t o  b e n e f i t  t h e  infu-
s i o n  program. The 198th w a s  t h e  f i r s t  of the  b r igades  which 
w a s  r e a l l y  tapped i n  o r d e r  t o  s t a g g e r  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  d a t e s  o f  
people  wi th in  the br igade .  

A t  the same time w e  wanted t o  b r i n g  some q u a l i t y  
i n t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  and cover t h e  l o s s e s  t h e r e ,  because w e  
had n o t  been f e d  through the  p i p e l i n e  and d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  was 
g e t t i n g  smal le r .  F i n a l l y  the  l l t h ,  t h e  p lans  w e r e  very order-
l y  t o  have an i n f u s i o n  program t h e r e ,  because a t  t h i s  p o i n t  
d i v i s i o n  w a s  r e c e i v i n g  replacements.  The l l t h  w a s  r e c e i v i n g  
replacements ,  and we had the c a p a b i l i t y  t o  be more f l e x i b l e ,  
and now we can do it, s o  t h a t  now t h e  br igades  w i l l  n o t  be 
h u r t  and would a c t u a l l y  gain from some of t h e  people .  I n  t h e  
198th p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  who had been around a l i t t l e  l eng th  of 
t ime a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  and a t  l e a s t  could handle .  t h e  bas i c s .  
196th  we l e f t  a l o n e  t o  t h e  maximum degree p o s s i b l e ,  s i n c e  they 
a l r eady  had s t aggered  depar tu re  d a t e s .  The 198th and t h e  1 1 t h  
r ep resen ted  t h e  two w e  worked with the  most. C e r t a i n l y  t h i s  
impacted on a l l  ope ra t ions .  

Q When you p u t  a l l  t h i s  t o g e t h e r ,  you've g o t  some 
real problems, haven 't you? 

A. S i r ,  t h i s  w a s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  one, b u t  it was a 
d i f f i c u l t  one t o  o p e r a t e ,  no ques t ion  about it. The school  

APP T-367 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 


s o l u t i o n s  d i d  n o t  f i t  i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  And r e g a r d l e s s  of 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  everyone worked r e a l  hard  t o  make t h i n g s  work, 
t hey  d i d n ' t  always come o u t  t h e  way they were planned.  

I0 : Wel-1, w e  are i n v e s t i g a t i n g  a s i t u a t i o n  'hat a l -
most is  beyond d e s c r i p t i o n ,  and I t h i n k  t h a t  your g iv ing  us 
a l i t t l e  b i t . 0 5  t h e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  degree  of . e f f e c t i v e n e s s  
of  t h i s  huge d i v i s i o n  s t r u c t u r e  which i s  a lmost  tw ice  t h e  
s i z e  of an o r d i n a r y  d i v i s i o n ,  and wi th  a l e s s e r  c a p a b i l i t y  
t han  even t h e  o r d i n a r y  d i v i s i o n  would have,  bo th  c o n t r i b u t e  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y . 

And we ' re  very  a p p r e c i a t i v e  t h a t  you d i d  come i n .  
I would c a u t i o n  you t h a t  y o u ' r e  n o t  t o  t.allc t o  anybody about 
your appearance h e r e  and about  your t es t imony,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t o  t hose  who have appeared a s  w i t n e s s e s  h e r e  o r  who may ap- 
p e a r  as  w i tnes ses .  And I should  a l s o  t e l l  you t h a t  a s i d e  
from t h e  group you s e e  h e r e ,  w e  have o t h e r  groups t h a t  a r e  
l i k e w i s e  t a k i n g  tes t imony.  I n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  as f a r  a s  who 
you can t a l k  t o  and who you cannot  t a l k  t o ,  you can t a l k  wi th  
o t h e r s  i n  t e r m s  of o f f i c i a l  d u t y ,  o r  i f  y o u ' r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  do 
s o  be fo re  a  competen t - - le t ' s  say  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body, a  
j u d i c i a l  body, o r  a l e g i s l a t i v e  body. For example, it is  con-
c e i v a b l e ,  s i n c e  y o u ' l l  be on t h e  r o s t e r  of  people  t h a t  have 
been in t e rv i ewed  h e r e ,  t h a t  you may be c a l l e d  b e f o r e  one of 
t h e  c c n g r e s s i o n a l  committees. More s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  subcommittee of  t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee, i n  
which e v e n t ,  your  tes t imony h e r e  o r  your appearance he re  would 
i n  no way p rec lude  you t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  such  a body. Anybody 
have anyth ing  more? The hea r ing  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1525 h o u r s ,  1 4  February 
1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HALLMAN, Rodney G.  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2  February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT: AG S e c t i o n ,  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  27 August 1968 -
10 September 1968, A s s i s t a n t  Chief of S t a f f ,  America1 
D i v i s i o n ,  10 September 1968 - 4 J u l y  1969. 

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE OPERATION. 

While HALLMAN had n o t  seen  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  o f  
24 A p r i l  1968 b e f o r e ,  h e  had s e e n  a document s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  
VC propaganda l e a f l e t  (pg. 3 4 ) .  H e  w a s  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  
i n c l o s u r e  t o  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  was t h e  same one he  had 
seen  (pg.  3 4 ) .  H e  hea rd  no r u m o r s ,  r e p o r t s ,  o r  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  
a l l e g i n g  t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  o f  women and c h i l d r e n  
~y Task Force  Barker  i n  t h e  Son Tinh ~ i s t r i c t(pgs.  36, 3 7 ) .  
He hea rd  no th ing  abou t  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between a i r  and 
ground p e r s o n n e l  o r  a r e p o r t  of a c a p t a i n  s h o o t i n g  a woman 
(pgs .  37,  3 8 ) .  

2. KNOWLEDGE OF REPORTS ABOUT THE MY LA1 INCIDENT. 

H e  r e c e i v e d  no "eyes  on ly"  documents from ~ a j o r  
POWELL, h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  h e  took over (pg. 16) . 
The w i t n e s s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  such a document would have  been 
i n  the c h i e f  o f  s t a f f ' s  s a f e  f o r  which HALLMAN w a s  
r e s p o n s i b l e  (pg.  2 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  remember r e c e i v i n g  a w r i t t e n  
r e q u e s t  t o  locate papers  concerning a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of an  
o p e r a t i o n  by Task Force  Barker ,  b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  Colonel  
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DONALDSON, t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f ,  r e c e i v e d  a phone c a l l  from 
Colone l  HENDERSON a b o u t  it (pgs .  23 ,  2 6 ) .  HENDERSON 
i n d i c a t e d  it cou ld  b e  found i n  t h e  l l t h  Br igade  (pg. 2 6 ) .  
HALLMAN was u n a b l e  t o  f i n d  t h e  r e p o r t  i n  h i s  s a f e  (pg .  2 4 ) .  
H e  looked f o r  t h e  document by go ing  t h r o u g h  t h e  s u b j e c t  
c o n t e n t s  (pg.  2 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  look  th rough  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  
documents l o g  i n  h i s  s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  r e p o r t  b e c a u s e  t h a t  l o g  
was i n  such  bad  shape  (pg .  2 5 ) .  I t  was incomple t e  and 
d i d  n o t  c o n t a i n  a l l  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  m a t e r i a l  (pg.  2 6 ) .  
HALLMAN d i d  n o t  remember r e c e i v i n g  any communication from 
~e l l t h  Br igade  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  m a t t e r  and h e  d i d  n o t  
f o l l o w  up on i t  (pg .  2 7 ) .  The r e p o r t  was d e l i v e r e d  t o  
DONALDSON, b u t  t h e  w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  see it and d i d  n o t  know 
i t s  c o n t e n t s  (pg .  2 7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know how t h i c k  it 
was (pg.  2 7 ) .  H e  c o u l d  n o t  r e c a l l  how h e  was informed t h a t  
DONALDSON nad  i t  (pg .  3 1 ) .  DONALDSON hand led  the document 
on a c l o s e  h o l d  b a s i s  (pg.  2 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  know 
how tne document was t r a n s m i t t e d  o r  what  DONALDSON d i d  
w i t h  i t  (pgs .  28,  29,  3 1 ) .  A copy was n o t  r e t a i n e d  a t  
h e a d q u a r t e r s  (pg .  3 1 ) .  There  was concern  i n  d i v i s i o n  head- 
q u a r t e r s  a b o u t  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  t o  f i n d  a copy of  t h e  r e p o r t  
(pg .  3 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know how t h e  r e p o r t  was t r a n s m i t t e d  
t o  HENDERSON a f t e r  it was found,  and h e  saw no c o v e r  l e t t e r  
(pg. 3 9 ) .  H e  neve r  h e a r d  any d i s c u s s i o n s  o r  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  
r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  (pg .  40) . 
3. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Conver sa t ions  a b o u t  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

HALLMAN h a s  had no c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  anyone from t h e  
America1 D i v i s i o n  conce rn ing  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  s i n c e  t h e  
m a t t e r  came t o  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  a t t e n t i o n  (pg .  2 ) .  

b .  HALLMAN'S d u t i e s .  

A l l  co r r e spondence  t h a t  came i n t o  h e a d q u a r t e r s  came 
i n t o  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  NCO who p r o c e s s e d  it and b r o u g h t  i t  
t o  HALLMAN (pg.  6 ) .  HALLMAN s e n t  t h e  co r re spondence  t o  t h e  
c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  and r o u t e d  r e t u r n  m a i l  t o  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
s t a f f  s e c t i o n  (pg.  6 ) .  Not a l l  co r re spondence  was logged  
(pgs .  6 ,  7). 
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c. Loca t ion  of  commanding g e n e r a l ' s  papers .  

The C G t s  s t e n o  k e p t  a l o g  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  d a i l y  
correspondence  and c o p i e s  o f  t h e  correspondence  would b e  i n  
t h a t  l o g  (pg. 9 ) .  F i l e  c o p i e s  of  a l l  t h e  commanders meet ings  
would be  k e p t  i n  t h e  s a f e  i n  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e  
(pg. 1 0 ) .  Copies of n o t e s  made by t h e  g e n e r a l  a t  a  I11 MAF 
commanders confe rence  were mainta ined i n  t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f ' s  
f i l e s  (pg. 1 0 ) .  C l a s s i f i e d  m a t e r i a l  was k e p t  i n  t h e  c h i e f  
of s t a f f ' s  s a f e  (pg. 1 2 ) .  There was no c h r o n o l o g i c a l  f i l e  of 
d a i l y  correspondence  (pgs.  13 ,  1 4 )  . C l a s s i f i e d  r e p o r t s  of 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  would n o t  b e  logged i f  they  w e r e  r e t a i n e d  a t  
h e a d q u a r t e r s  (pg.  1 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  opined t h a t  t h e  C G ' s  
s e c r e t a r y  k e p t  a copy of  r e p o r t s  t r a n s m i t t e d  by t h e  g e n e r a l  
Cpg. 1 9 ) .  A t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  w i t n e s s  a r r i v e d  t h e  f i l e s  were 
i n  ve ry  poor shape  and no th ing  could  b e  found (pgs .  11, 1 5 ) .  
Tnis  was s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t  by t h e  C G ' s  p e r s o n a l  s t e n o g r a p h e r ,  
b u t  t h e  w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  any th ing  was thrown away 
p g  1 A t  t h e  t ime of  t h e  change o f  command from General  
GETTYS t o  Genera l  RAMSEY t h e  papers  were n o t  r e l o c a t e d  and 
they s t a y e d  where they had been p r e v i o u s l y  (pg.  12) . To h i s  
knowledge t h e r e  was no s m a l l  f i e l d  s a f e  i n  t h e  commanding 
g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  (pgs.  1 6 ,  1 7 ) .  L a t e r  on t h e r e  was a s a f e  
c o n t a i n i n g  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h e  C G t s  s e c u r e  t e l ephone  (pg. 1 7 ) .  
H e  knew no th ing  abou t  a f i e l d  s a f e  b e i n g  removed p r i o r  t o  
t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s  a r r i v a l  (pg. 1 7 ) .  

d .  Document i n v e n t o r y .  

A t  t h e  t i m e  S e r g e a n t  LOFTIS and S e r g e a n t  DROSDICK 
changed p l a c e s  t h e r e  was an  i n v e n t o r y  (pg . 20 ) . Although t h e  
w i t n e s s  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  the p a p e r s ,  h e  d i d  n o t  go 
through them a t  t h e  t i m e  of  t h e  i n v e n t o r y  (pg. 20) . 
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E X H I B I T S  

E X I I I B I T  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION 

1 Memo f o r  DC,  2d ARVN 
M-36 Div,  1 2  Apr 6 8  

Drawing o f  command -
0 - 7  [ b u i l d i n g ,  America1 Div 

1 rue copy o f  
R- 1 HENDERSONIs r e p o r t  

NOTES PAGES 
' W l t  had n o t  s e e n  
b e f o r e .  3 6  
wit l d e n t l r l e a  t n l s  
a s  o f f i c e  s e t - u p .  21 
wit naa  n o t  s e e n  
be£ o r e .  3 4  
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œ: he h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1430 h,ours, 2 February 
1970. ) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ COOP. 

The nex t  w i tnes s  i s  Major Rodney G. HAL5MAN. 

(MAJ HALLMAN was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows: )  

Would you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. Rodney G. HALLMAN, Major, DCSPER 
Washington, D.C.  

I0: Major HALLMAN, on my l e f t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE. H e  i s  
a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who has  vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  us i n  t h e  conduct  o f  t h i s  i n -
q u i r y .  H e  a l s o  prov ides  l e g a l  counsel  f o r  m e  and o t h e r  mem-
b e r s  of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  team. On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel  
ARMSTRONG des igna t ed  by t h e  O f f i c e  of  t h e  Chief of  S t a f f  t o  
be  an a s s i s t a n t .  Both M r .  MACCRATE and Colonel  ARMSTRONG may 
ask q u e s t i o n s  o f  you t h i s  a f t e rnoon  a s  w e l l  as myself .  There 
a r e  o t h e r  groups such a s  t h i s  t h a t  a r e  t a k i n g  tes t imony from 
o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I t  w i l l  be my job t o  g e t  t o g e t h e r  t h e  r e -
p o r t s ,  weigh t h e  ev idence ,  and determine t h e  f i n d i n g s  and r e -
commendations. Have you had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e a d  t h e  i n -  
s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q e  . Do you unders tand them o r  do you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  I unders tand them. 

Q .  Major HALLMAN, would you i n d i c a t e  your  duty  as -
signments w i t h i n  t h e  Arnerical D iv i s ion ,  any changes o f  as -
signment you may have had,  t h e  approximate d a t e s  o f  such 
changes of  ass ignments ,  and, of  cou r se ,  t h e  t ime  t h a t  you com-
p l e t e d  your s e r v i c e  w i th  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. S i r ,  I a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  America1 approximately  2 7  o r  
28 August 1968. I worxed i n  t h e  AG S e c t i o n  f o r  approximately  
2  weeks, and I moved up t o  be t h e  a s s i s t a n t  c h i e f  of s t a f f  a t  
d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s .  I depa r t ed  t h e  Arne r i ca l  4 J u l y  1969. 
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Q You remained i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y  from, b a s i c a l l y  t h e n ,  
t h e  end of August 1968. 

A .  No, s i r .  About mid-September o r  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  
of  September. 

Q. Who preceded you i n  t h a t  job? 

A. Major Jamo POWELL. 

A .  yes ,  s ir .  

Q. What's h i s  f i r s t  name? 

A. Jamo, J-A-M-0. 

.Q How long  had he been i n  t h a t  job? Do you know? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  sir. I ' d  say approximately  4 o r  5 
months, b u t  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  We were on ly  t h e r e  a s h o r t  per -
i o d  of  t i m e  t o g e t h e r .  

Q Who r ep l aced  you? 

A.  Major LEBEAU . 
LEBEAU? 

LEBEAU. 

Q c Now, w e ' l l  g e t  around t o  some of  t h e  o t h e r  people  
t h a t  you had working i n  t h e r e  wi th  you a l i t t l e  b i t  l a t e r .  
The so -ca l l ed  My La i  i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1968 became a m a t t e r  
of  p u b l i c  knowledge about 4 o r  5 months ago, t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  
of  September o r  e a r l y  October 1969 when it came o u t  v i a  t h e  
newspapers, magazines, r a d i o ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  and s o  on. Now, 
s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e ,  haveayou had any d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  anyone from 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  o r  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  concern ing  t h e  i n c i -
d e n t  i t s e l f ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  any th ing  o t h e r  t han  what I r ead  i n  
t h e  pape r s ,  j u s t  normally what you r ead  i n  t h e  papers .  

Q. Concerning any of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  t h e  f i l -
i n g  of  r e p o r t s  o r  any th ing  r e l a t i n g  t o  i t ?  
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A .  Only what I read i n  the  papers .  

Q Now, you took over a s  the  a s s i s t a n t  ch ie f  of 
s t a f f .  I be l i eve  t h a t ' s  the  t i t l e  they used f o r  you? 

A. Yes , sir, 

Q Some people a l s o  c a l l  it the  SGS? 

A. E i t h e r  one. 

Q Was t h e r e  an ' inventory then conducted of the  f i l e s ?  

A. Of the  f i l e s ?  Only the  c l a s s i f i e d  documents. 
But I was no t  signed f o r  the  c l a s s i f i e d  documents, sir. 

Q Who was? 

A. We had a Sergeant SAIMONS working f o r  me a t  t h a t  
time. 

Q e  Sergean-! SAIMONS. N o w ,  what do you c a l l  his--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  He was the  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  NCO, s i r ,  
f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquarters .  He worked d i r e c t l y  f o r  me. 

& a When had he joined? Do you know? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  He'd been t h e r e  approximately 
5 o r  6 months. 1 I . m  no t  p o s i t i v e ,  because he only s tayed f o r  
approximately 3 o r  4 weeks o r  a month more, and then he t r ans -
f e r r e d  t o  MACV headquarters .  

Q. Yes. Had t h e r e  been o r  was t h e r e  a Sergeant
LOFTIS i n  t h e  headquarters?  

A. Yes, s ir .  He worked f o r  me. He took Sergeant 
SAIMONS ' place .  

Q. He took SAIMONS' place? 

A ,  Yes, sir.  

Q. About when? Do you know? 
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A. E i t h e r  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of  September o r  e a r l y  
October.  

' Q. How.long d i d  LOFTIS s t a y  on? 

A. H e  worked f o r  m e  u n t i l  he r o t a t e d  which was prob-
a b l y  January ,  I t h i n k .  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e ,  s ir .  

Q January? 

A. January ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - 1969? 

Y e s ,  s i r .  The d a t e s  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  on ,  sir.  

Then who r e p l a c e d  him? 

Sergeant  DROSDICK. 

DROSDICK? 

Y e s ,  sir. 

D-R-0-S-D-I-C-K? 

Y e s ,  sir.  

What's h i s  f i r s t  name? D o  you know? 

W i l l i a m .  

William? 

Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Did he s t a y  on u n t i l  your s e r v i c e s  t e rmina t ed?  

A. , Right ,  s i r .  

Q D o  you remember who preceded Se rgean t  SAIMONS? 

A. N o  s i r ,  I 'don ' t know. Freceded? 

Q Preceded SAIMONS? 

A. N o ,  sir.  
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MR MACCRATE: How d id  Sergeant SAIMONS s p e l l  h i s  name? Do you 
r e c a l l ?  

A. I be l i eve  i t ' s  S-E-S-A-M-E-S ( s i c ) , I b e l i e v e .  
I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  

Le,t m e  hear  t h a t  again? 
Q *  


A. S-E-A-S-E-A-M-S ( s i c ) ,  I be l i eve ,  s i r ,  but  I ' m  n o t  
p o s i t i v e .  

Q *  	 SEASEAMS? 

A.  Well, he pronounced it SAIMONS . 
Q *  He had t h e  e x t r a  S i n  t h e r e ,  huh? 

A. I know - i twas a  weird pronounciat.ion as  f a r  a s  
t h e  s p e l l i n g .  I r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Is he s t i l l  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e ?  


To my knowledge he is,  sir .  


Q. 	 What was h i s  grade then? 

A. 	 E-7, sir. 

Q. E-7. When you took over from Major POWLL, d id  
he have any papers which were s p e c i a l  papers ,  such a s  "eyes 
only" papers and s o  on which he c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n ,  t h a t  
t h e s e  a r e  f o r  t h e  commanding genera l  Is only? 

A. 	 No, sir. 

Any personal  papers? 

Personal o t h e r  than t h e  normal r o u t i n e ?  

Q. 	 Personal papers of t h e  commanding genera l?  

A. 	 No, s i r ,  no t  t o  my knowledge. 

Q. 	 O r  t h e  ADC ' s t  o r  t h e  s t a f f ' s ,  o r  anybody's? 
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Q I t h i n k  it would be  h e l p f u l  f o r  us i f  you would 
e x p l a i n  your d u t i e s ,  how you func t ioned  i n  t h e r e  and what you 
d i d ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  A l l  corresponsdence th ,a t  cams i n t o  t h e  
headqua r t e r s  came i n t o  t h e  admin NCO. He, i n  t u r n ,  p rocessed  
them and brought  them i n  t o  m e .  I ,  i n  t u r n ,  s e n t  them e i t h e r  
t o  t h e  ch i e f  of  s t a f f  o r  through t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f  t o  t h e  
a p p r o p r i a t e  ADC o r  t h e  CG. Then a f t e r  t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  o r  
t h e  A D C ' s  o r  t h e  CG had seen t h e  corresponsdence,  it came 
back o u t ,  and I rou ted  it back t o  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a f f  sec-
t i o n .  

Now, papers  coming i n t o  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  what
-

happened t o  them? Were they  lpgged i n ?  

A. W e l l ,  c e r t a i n  i t ems  were logged i n ,  e f f i c i e n c y  
r e p o r t s .  Not a11  corresponsdence were logged i n ,  sir.  P r i -
mar i ly  e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t s ,  awards, and e t  c e t e r a .  

Q They weren 't logged i n ?  

A. They were. 

Q They were logged,  b u t  t h e  o t h e r  papers  t h a t  may
have come from b r igade  commanders and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s ?  

Something coming from a b r igade  commander? 

Yes. 

A. . Very p o s s i b l y  t h e  b r igade  commander would c a r r y  
it i n  t o  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f  himself ' .  

Q Well,  i f  he  d i d  t hen  and t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f  w a s  
through w i t h  it, would it n o t  come back t o  you? 

A. ' Right ,  o r  it might go t o  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a f f  
s e c t i o n  t h a t  would be  involved ,  sir. 

Q Somebody, o r  somewhere o r  ano the r  t h e r e  would 
have t o  be  some c o n t r o l  he re .  They j u s t  d o n ' t  go w i l l y - n i l l y ?  

A.  You d o n ' t  l o g  a l l  correspondence,  s i r .  
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Q Well ,  what do you l o g ?  

A. Wel-1, you l o g  e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t s ,  awards, o r  
something l i k e  t h a t ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  even.  But normal everyday 
correspondence,  you do n o t  l o g  a l l  correspondence.  

Q I t  seems. t o  me you would have a h e l l  of a job ,
f r a n k l y ,  i f  you. don ' t  mind my say ing  s o ,  t r y i n g  . t o  l o g  i n  a l l  
awards. 

A. Well ,  they  were--

Q • ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g ) '  You g e t  them i n  t h e r e  l i t e r a l l y  by
t h e  hundreds--

A.. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well,  l e t  . m e  e x p l a i n  o u r  system. 
The system was--you'd have a board number. Board nulnber 58 
inight have 30, 4 0 ,  o r  50 awards, s o  it was one packe t .  I t  
wouldn ' t  be  58 s e p a r a t e  awards,. s ir .  

Q e  But you would l o g  t h o s e ?  

Right .  

Q o  I f  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  sends  a d i r e c t i v e  t o  one 
of  t h e  b r i g a d e  commanders, would t h e  outgoing--would t h e r e  be  
a  copy of  t h a t  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  log?  

A .  Yes, sir. What do you mean by d i r e c t i v e ,  s i r ?  

Q a I mean a l e t t e r - -

A .  . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  L e t t e r ,  r i g h t .  O r  t h e  g e n e r a l  
would a l s o  have a f i l e  copy of  it, s i r ,  i n  h i s  f i l e s .  

Q -. Who keeps h i s  f i l e s ?  , 

H i s  s t eno .  

Q. Well,  now, t e l l  m e  who t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander's 
s t e n o  i s ?  What was h i s  name when you were t h e r e ?  

A .  When I w a s  t h e r e ,  s i r ?  

Q Yes? 
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A. A .  SP5 VAN ABLE. He was r ,eplaced by ano the r  SP4 
DIETER,  I b e l i e v e  h i s  name was. He was t h e r e  when I l e f t ,  
s ir .  

Q Who preceded VAN ABLE? 

A. I have no knowledge, s ir .  H e  had been t h e r e  a-
bou t  4 o r  5 months when I a r r i v e d ,  sir.  

. . 

Was he  a s t e n o  o r  was he j u s t  a c l e r k ?  

A .  Well,  he was a c o u r t  r e p o r t e r  by t r a d e ,  b u t  h e  
could  t a k e  shor thand .  

Q .  H e  was a b l e  t o  handle  shor thand?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Now, where d i d  he  keep t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  f i l e s ?  

A. I n  t h e  f i l i n g  c a b i n e t  o u t s i d e  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  
o f f i c e ,  s i r .  

Q There was a  s a fe - o u t s i d e  of t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e ?  

F i l i n g  c a b i n e t ,  s i r .A. 

Q Well now--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A r e  we t a l k i n g  about  c l a s s i f i e d  
o r  u n c l a s s i f i e d ?  

Q . H i s  pe r sona l  papers .  I ' m ' n o t  t a l k i n g  about  h i s  
l e t t e r s  t o  h i s  w i f e  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  you s e e ?  

A. I r e a l i z e  t h a t ,  s i r .  

Q I ' m  t a l k i n g  about l e t t e r s  t o  b r i g a d e  commanders, 
r e c e i p t s  and corresporidence wi th  t h e  Commanding Genera l ,  2d 
ARVN Div i s ion ,  and any l e t t e r s  he might w r i t e  t o  General  
CUSHMAN o r  l e t t e r s  he  might g e t  from General  ABRAMS and 
t h i n g s  of  t h i s  ca tegory?  

A. Well ,  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about a l e t t e r  t h a t  went t o  
t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  commander. The p r i n c i p a l  s t a f f  s e c t i o n  
t h a t  p repared  t h e  l e t t e r  would keep t h e  f i l e  o r  t h e  f i l e  copy 
of  it, s i r .  
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Q 	 A l e t t e r  t h a t  he g o t  from t h e  2d ARVN commander? 

Not t h a t  he  g o t  from h i s .  

Yes? 

A. 	 One t h a t  he prepared  to - -

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well ,  i f  he  s igned  i t ,  d i d n ' t  he  
keep a  copy .of  i t ?  

A. He would have a copy, b u t  it wouldn 't be t h e  
f i l e  copy of a l l  t h e  back cop ie s  which-- 

Q. 	 ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about a l l  t h e  a c t i o n  
t h a t  goes through him a s  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l .  There must 
be  a f i l e  t h a t  s ays  what t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  does.  I know 
what my f i l e s  look l i k e .  

A. You're t a l k i n g  about  l o g s  f o r  each day? 

Q - Y e s .  

A. 	 Well ,  t h e  s t e n o  k e p t  t h a t ,  s ir .  

Q 	 You know t h a t  he k e p t  i t ?  

A. To my knowledge he k e p t  a l o g  o f  what t h e  g e n e r a l  
d i d  d a i l y .  

Q. 	 And would copies  of t h e  correspondence be i n  t h e r e ?  

A. 	 I t  should be ,  s i r .  

Q . You were n o t  t h e r e .  when you had a change of  gener-
a l  o f f i c e r s  a t  any t i m e  i n  t h e  command, were you? 

A. 	 R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q .  	 What do you mean, r i g h t ?  

A. I w a s  t h e r e ,  s i r ,  when w e  had a change of command 
of  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r s .  

Q 	 From whom t o  whom? 
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. A. General  GETTYS t o  General  RAMSEY, sir .  

Q And t h a t  took p l a c e  when? 

A. The 1st of June 1969,  sir.  

Q Y e s ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e  what happened t o  t h e  f i l e s  o f  
t h e  outgoing co~mandinggene ra l ?  

A. . H i s  p e r sona l  f i l e s  he took them wi th  him, s i r ,  
t o  my knowledge. You're t a l k i n g  about o f f i c i a l  o r  pe r sona l?  

Q I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about h i s  l e t t e r s  t o  h i s  w i f e ,  
h i s  pe r sona l  papers .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  correspondence.  He 
had a l l  k inds  of correspondence which he  normal ly  w i l l  have,  
where h e ' l l  be  w r i t i n g  t o  a prov ince  c h i e f ,  o r  h e ' l l  be  w r i t -
i n g  t o  General CUSHMAN, o r  h e ' l l  be g e t t i n g  l e t t e r s  from him, 
o r  h e ' l l  be  making s t a t emen t s  and s o  f o r t h  b e f o r e  commanders 
meet ings ,  and a l l  of t h i s  s o r t  of  t h i n g ?  

A. Well,  t h e  f i l e  cop ie s  of a l l  t h e  commanders 
meetings would be  h e l d  i n  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  
s a f e .  

Q Well,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about .what  h e  might have i n  t h e  
s a f e ,  n o t  a t  h i s  own commanders meet ings ,  b u t  what he  might 
have t o  s a y ,  f o r  example, down a t  MACV t o  a b r i e f i n g  he  may 
have had t o  p u t  on down t h e r e ?  

A. ell, t h o s e  were main ta ined  i n  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ' s  
f i l e s ,  say  he went t o  a 111 MAF commanders conference .  

Q Yes? 

A. Then cop ie s  of h i s .  n o t e s  o£ t h e  commanders con-
fe rence  a t  I11 MAF were r e t a i n e d  i n  t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f ' s  
f i l e s  . 
Q Did you e v e r  have an oppor tun i ty  when you. were 

' 

t h e r e  a s  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  ch i e f  of s t a f f  t o  look o v e r  t h e  f i l e s  
t h a t  were mainta ined by t h o s e  s e c r e t a r i e s ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. What k ind  of shape were t h e y  i n ?  
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. A. When I f i r s t  g o t  t h e r e ?  

* Q,- Yes? 

A. P r e t t y  poor shape,  sir.  

Q- Would you e x p l a i n  t h a t  t o  m e  s o  I w i l l  know f o r  
s u r e  what you mean? 

A. .Well, b a s i c a l l y ,  t h e  f i l e s  w e r e n ' t  s e t  up t o  where 
you could f i n d  anyth ing  i n  t h e  f i l e .  I t  w a s  j u s t  a mishmash 
of paper .  

Q Thi s  was i n  what month, September? 

A. R igh t ,  s i r ,  n e a r  o r  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of  September, 
s i r ,  1968. 

Q What happened t o  t h o s e  f i l e s ?  

A. W e  s t r a i g h t e n e d  them o u t  t h e  b e s t  w e  cou ld .  

Q- Did you s t r a i g h t e n  them o u t  o r  did--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The s e r g e a n t  d i d .  

Q The s e r g e a n t  who was t h e  p e r s o n a l  s t enographe r  o f  
t h e  commanding gene ra l ?  

A. Right .  

Q. What happened t o  any ex t raneous  m a t e r i a l  he.may
have had? 

A. A s  f a r  a s  I know, he checked w i t h  anyone be fo re  
he  d i d  away wi th  any of it, b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  any of  it was 
thrown away, s i r .  To my knowledge, it w a s n ' t .  

Q 0 Aside from t h a t  f i l i n g  c a b i n e t ,  d i d  h e  keep h i s  
o f f i c i a l  papers  i n  t h a t  c a b i n e t  o u t s i d e  of h i s  door? 

A. Not anyth ing  t h a t  w a s  c l a s s i f i e d ,  s ir .  

Q Well, suppose it w a s  c l a s s i f i e d .  What would he do 
w i t h  t h e  paper?  
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A. It went t o  t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f  I s  s a f e ,  sir.  

Q Who k e p t  t h e  ch i e f  o f  s t a f f ' s  s a f e ?  

A. Sergeant  LOFTIS. I t  was i n  my o f f i c e ,  b u t  Ser-
gean t  LOFTIS was s igned  f o r  a l l  c l a s s i f i e d ,  o r  Sergeant  
DROSDICK, was s igned  f o r  a l . l  c l a s s i f i e d  documents, s i r .  

Q. Who ' s DROSDICK? 

A. .He r ep l aced  Sergeant  LOFTIS. 

And t h i s  i s  t h e  one t h a t  SAIMONS preceded him?Q. 

A. Right ,  s i r .  

MR MACCRATE: A t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  change of  command from Gener-
a l  GETTYS t o  General  RAMSEY, what happened a t  t h a t  p o i n t  t o  
t h e  f i l e  -mainta ined by t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ' s  s t e n o .  t h a t  
you r e f e r r e d  t o  as a l o g  of t h e  g e n e r a l ,  t h o s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  
j u s t  gave t h e  d a i l y  work product  of t h e  gene ra l ?  

A. To my knowledge t h e y  s t a y e d  t!lere, s i r .  

Q So t h a t  t h o s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  recorded what General  
GETTYS had done would remain w i t h  t h e  s t e n o  who p icked  up 
f o r  General  RAMSEY? 

Right ,  y e s ,  s i r .A. 

Q .  There was .no  a t t empt  t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  pape r s  o f  t h e  
g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r  and pu t  them a s i d e  and s a y , '  "These are t h e  
pape r s  f o r  t h e  pe r iod  of  General  GETTYS' command"? 

A. No, s i r ,  no t  t o  my knowledge. You're t a l k i n g  
about  j u s t  du r ing  t h e  pe r iod  of command. These were s e m i -
o f f i c i a l ,  n o t  pe r sona l?  

Q Not t h e  p e r s o n a l ,  you keep g e t t i n g  o v e r  t o  t h e  
pe r sona l  t ype ,  b u t  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  k ind  of  t h i n g s  t h a t  
General  PEERS was speaking about ,  communications w i t h ,  f o r  
example, General  LAM o r  one of t h e  province o f f i c e r s ,  d i s -
t r i c t  o f f i c e r s ?  

A. No, t o  my knowledge they  were l e f t  i n  t h e  s a f e  
of  t h e  f i l i n g  c a b i n e t  f o r  General  RAMSEY, s ir .  The same 
s t e n o  who was t h e r e  f o r  General  GETTYS remained,  s i r .  
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Q You remember t h e  system of  f i l i n g  t h a t  was f o l -
lowed? 

A. J u s t  t h e  normal f i l i n g  by s u b j e c t  c o n t e n t ,  b a s i -
c a l l y .  

Q And a l l  correspondence of t h e  Commanding General ,  
2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  would be  t o g e t h e r ?  

A. . R i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q. And j u s t  by r e c i p i e n t  t o  be  f i l e d .  

I 0  : You s u r e  you d i d n ' t  f i l e  ch rono log ica l ly?  

A .  We mainta ined a l o g ,  s i r ,  d a i l y  l o g  o f  what t h e  
CG--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I know what a l o g  i s .  

R igh t ,  s i r .A. 

Q But i f  you mainta ined it chronologica l ly - -

Q And t h e n  j u s t  go down one,  two, t h r e e ,  and s o  
f o u r t h ,  and t h e n  you have g o t  a l o g  r i g h t  w i t h  it. Didn ' t  
t h e y  main ta in  it i n  t h a t  f a sh ion?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, sir.  

MR MACCRATE: My s e c r e t a r y  ma in t a in s  a complete f i l e  o f  every  
l e t t e r  I w r i t e  i n  ch rono log ica l  o r d e r . ,  

By what?A. 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Da i ly ,  I mean by what? 

Q She does  it d a i l y .  I t ' s  been going on f o r  many, 
many y e a r s ,  and I thought  t h i s  was q u i t e  common. D i d n ' t  t h e  
g e n e r a l  w i th  your  exper ience  have a f i l e  t h a t  j u s t  was a  co l -
l e c t i o n  day by day of a11 h i s  correspondence? 
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A. No, s i r .  Not a d a i l y  s e p a r a t e  f i l e ,  no ,  sir.  

Q Well ,  you could p u t  tomorrow's on t o p  o f  todays ,
b u t  by t h e  t ime you were th rough ,  you would have a c o l l e c t i o n  
i n  ch rono log ica l  o r d e r  of  a11 of  h i s  ou tgo ing  correspondence 
i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  month? 

A .  It was i n  t h e  f o l d e r .  I t  w a s n ' t  bound t o g e t h e r ,  
and you d i d n ' t  have a  l o g  of each by day and what t h e  sub-
j e c t  c o n t e n t  w a s .  

Q But a carbon copy would be t h e r e  f o r  each t h i n g  
you had w r i t t e n .  That  k ind  of m a t e r i a l  i s  what I ' m  speak ing  
about .  Would t h a t  be  l e f t  i n  t h e  posses s ion  of  t h e  s t e n o  a t  
t h e  t ime of t h e  change of command? 

A. Yes, s ir .  This  s t u f f ,  t o  my knowledge, was 
n o t  bound. I t  would j u s t  have been i n  a f o l d e r .  

10: What would be  logged i n  by Sergeant  LOFTIS? You 
have i n d i c a t e d  e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t s  and t h i s ,  t h a t ,  and t h e  
o t h e r .  But d i d  he  l o g  i n  anyth ing  o t h e r  ' than t h a t  u n l e s s  it 
was c l a s s i f i e d ?  

A. No, s i r .  A l l  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d ,  he would l o g  t h a t  
i n .  

Q .  What d i d  he l o g  i n  t h a t  w a s  c l a s s i f i e d ?  What d i d  
it have t o  do b e f o r e  he would l o g  i t ?  , 

A .  Well,  weekly summaries which were c lass ' i f ied--oh- ,  
y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about what he would l o g  o t h e r  t han  c l a s s i f i e d ,  
o t h e r  t han  awards, and o t h e r  than--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did h e  l o g ,  f o r  example, conf iden-
t i a l ?  

A.  No, s i r .  

Q Even i f  it was a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  he wouldn ' t  
l o g  t h a t ?  

A. A r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  i f  it w a s  a copy f o r  
t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  would be  r e t a i n e d  a t  t h e  headqua r t e r s .  We're 
t a l k i n g  about t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  would come i n  and go o u t  of  t h e  
headqua r t e r s .  
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Q Maybe. I c a n ' t  g e t  it i n  ox I c a n ' t  g e t  it o u t  
t o  be very  hones t  w i th  you. T h a t ' s  what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d .  
I f i n d ,  back a t  t h e  pe r iod  we ' r e  t a l k i n g  abou t ,  an a b s o l u t e  
d e a r t h  of  any th ing  and--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What t i m e  frame, s i r ?  

Q I ' m  t a l k i n g  about March, A p r i l ,  May, and p o s s i b l y  
June.  

MR MACCRATE: Did you e v e r  have occas ion  t o  look f o r  papers  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  you a r r i v e d  back i n  t h a t  t ime  frame? 

A. NO,  sir.  

Q a Would you have any impress ion t h a t  t h e  f i l e s  
w e r e  i n  p r e t t y  bad shape? 

A. Yes, s i r .  ~ f t e r - Ihad been t h e r e  about  a month 
' .  and go t  i n t o  t h e  f i l e s .  

I0: Once you g o t  i n t o  them, d i d  y 3 u  have ara i nven to ry  
made t o  f i n d  o u t  what you had? 

A. No, s i r .  The s e r g e a n t s  went th rough  what t h e y  
.had,  sir. 

Q. What d i d  t h e y  do? 

A. Like I s a y ,  pu t  t h e  f i l e s  i n  o r d e r ,  s i r ,  and i n -
ven tory  them t h e  b e s t  t hey  could.  

Q . Well,  supposing they  had gome m a t e r i a l  t h a t .  t h e y
dec ided  t h a t  t hey  d i d n ' t  need? 

A. No, t h e y ' d  check wi th  m e  b e f o r e  t h e y  threw t h a t  
away. 

Q = What's t h a t ?  

A. They would check w i t h  m e  p r i o r  t o  throwing any-
t h i n g  away. 

Q. Well,  t hen ,  l e t  m e  ask you, d i d  you e v e r  s e e  some 
envelopes  o r  an envelope t h a t  was marked, "Pe r sona l ,  eyes  o n l y , "  
addressed  t o  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ,  t h a t  w a s  b rought  t o  you 
by LOFTIS? 
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A. No, s i r .  The only t h i n g  t h a t  w e  had t h a t - -

Q - ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  O r  SAIMONS? 

A. No, s i r ,  The only t h i n g  t h a t  we had i n  t h e  s a f e  
t h a t  was p e r s o n a l ,  eyes  o ~ l y ,was an I G  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on an 
i n c i d e n t  of  r a c i a l  t e n s i o n ,  t h e  only  t h i n g  i n  t h e  s a f e  when 
I g o t  t h e r e ,  s i r ,  of t h a t  n a t u r e .  

Q . W e l l ,  I g e t  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  somebody c leaned  t h e s e  
f i l e s  o u t ,  and I want t o  t r y  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  who d i d  it and why, 
because we know t h e s e  papers  were d e l i v e r e d .  We know t h a t ,  
b u t  we can f i n d  no r e f e r e n c e  t o  them. 

A. You're t a l k i n g  about March, A p r i l ,  May, and June.  
Tha t  w a s  t h e  only  t h i n g  t h a t  had eyes  on ly  i n  t h e  f i l e  when 
I g o t  t h e r e .  

MR MACCRATE: Did you a c t u a l l y  look i n  t h i s .  f o l d e r ?  

A. I asked someone what it w a s ,  and they  t o l d  me t o  
go ahead and look a t  i t ,  and t h a t ' s  what it was, sir.  I t  was 
a smal l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  something t h a t  t h e  I G  had i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  
s ir .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  t i t l e '  o f  t h e  f i l e  i n  which t h i s  
was found? 

A. Th is  was an envelope j u s t  l a y i n g  i n  t h e  s a f e ,  s ir .  
The reason  t h a t  it was brought  t o  my a t t e n t i o n - - i f  it had been 
down i n  t h e  f i l e s  i t s e l f  I would more than  ' l i k e l y  u n l e s s  I was 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  looking  f o r  something,  I would never  have found 
it. 

Q Was it i n  a sec t i0 .n  o f  t h e '  f i l e s  t h a t  was i n  any 
way l a b e l e d  t o  i d e n t i f y  i t ?  

A .  No, sir. The b e s t  I can r e c a l l  it was' j u s t  l a y i n g  
i n  one of t h e  drawers i n  t h e  s a f e ,  s ir .  Well,  I g o t . t h e r e  
t h e  l a s t  week of August. I t  was mid-September 1968 be fo re  I 
went t o  d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s .  

Q. When you a r r i v e d ,  w a s  t h e r e  a smal l  f i e l d  s a f e  i n  
t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  commanding gene ra l ? '  
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A .  Not t o  my knowledge, s i r .  When I go t  t h e r e ,  t h e  
b e s t  I r e c a l l  it, no th ing  was i n  t h e r e .  L a t e r  on when t h e y  
p u t  t h e  s e c u r e  phone i n ,  t h e r e  was a s a f e  t h a t  t h e  phone s a t  
on which c o n t a i n s  a l l  of your ca rds  f o r  your  sc rambler ,  t h e  
s e c u r e  phone which w a s  i n  t h e  C G ' s  o f f i c e  t h e r e .  

Q - Had you e v e r  heard  t h a t  i n  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  t h a t  
s e c u r e  phone t h e r e  had p rev ious ly  been a f i e l d  s a f e ?  

A. 'No, s ir .  

Q- Does t h a t  s a f e  on which t h e  s ecu re  phone r e s t  
have t h e  c a r d s  f o r  t h e  secure--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  looks--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Does it look l i k e  a f i e l d  s a f e ?  

A. I t  looks  i d e n t i c a l  t o  a  f i e l d  s a f e ,  s i r .  I t ' s  
about  30 inches  o r  36 inches  t a l l ,  probably about 30 inches  
t a l l .  It looks  l i k e  a s a f e  t o  be what i t  i s .  The man who 
r an  t h e  s e c u r e  phone had t o  have t h e  combination t o  g e t  i n t o  
it and change t h e  c a r d ,  s i r .  It w a s  a s a f e ,  b u t  i t  was 
s t r i c t l y - -

10: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well ,  t h a t ' s  p a r t  of t h e  te lephone  
secu r i t y - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  R igh t ,  sir.  . 

Q . We're n o t  t a l k i n g  about  a  f i e l d  safe--  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, s i r ,  t h a t ' s - -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  We know what a f i e l d  s a f e  looks ' 

l i ke - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, .sir.  T h i s , i s  t h e . o n l y  t h i n g  
t h a t  was i n  t h e  o f f i c e ,  sir.  

MR MACCRATE: Had you e v e r  heard  about  t h e  f i e l d  s a f e  t h a t  
had been i n  t h e  o f f i c e  and r e c e n t l y  removed p r i o r  t o  t h e  t i m e  of  
your  a r r i v a l ?  

A. No, sir. 

(HALLMAN ) . 17 APP T-301 
. . 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q . Who handled t h e  i nven to ry  t h a t  w a s  made i n  January 
1969 o r  t h e r e a b o u t s ?  Do you remember an inven to ry  be ing  t aken  
a t  t h a t  t ime of  documents i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s?  

A .  I t  would have been b a s i c a l l y  between Sergeant  
LOFTIS and Sergeant  DROSDIYK, I b e l i e v e ,  s i r ,  a t  t h a t  p e r i o d  
o f  t ime .  

I0 : What I c a n ' t  unders tand i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we have 
N C O 1 s  t o t a l l y  i n  charge of a l l  t h e s e  papers  up t h e r e  and no 
o f f i c e r s  r e a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e ?  

A. S i r ,  ou r  c l a s s i f i e d  documents, N C O ' s  were s igned  
f o r  them, s i r .  However, a l l  t h e  correspondence t h a t  came i n  
e i t h e r  went i n t o  one o f  t h e  A D C ' s  o r  c h i e f  of  s t a f f  o r  t h e  
CG. Then when they  came back o u t ,  t h e y  went t o  one o f  t h e  
pr imary s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  f o r  a c t i o n s ,  s i r .  

Q What about t h e  r o u t i n g  s l i p  and . so  f o r t h  on them? 

A. They came through m e ,  s i r .  

Q. D i d  t hey  have anym-

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g ]  I pu t  t h e  . s l ip--pardon,  s i r ?  

Q . Did they  have any i n t e r n a l  r o u t i n g  s l i p s  f o r  t h e  
command s e c t i o n ?  

A. yes ,  s ir .  
. . 

Q . What happened t o  t hose?  Once t h e  document went 
o u t ,  what would happen t o  i t ?  

A. I t  should have s t a y e d  on t h e  document and went 
back a s  f a r  a s  t h e  f i l e  copy when it went back t o  t h e  primary 
s t a f f ,  s i r .  

Q Well, suppose it d i d n ' t  go t o  t h e  primary. s t a f f .  
Suppose it went o u t  of t h e  headqua r t e r s .  

A. S t i l l ,  i f  it w a s  p repared  i n  t h e  C G ' s  o f f i c e ,  he 
k e p t  a f i l e  copy of it, s i r .  I f  it  was prepared  by a s t a f f  
s e c t i o n ,  t hey  r e t a i n e d  t h e  f i l e  copy of it. 
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Q= ( In te rpos ing)  Even i f  t h e  C G ' s  o f f i c e  would also 
r e t a i n  a copy of i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q I d o n ' t  unders Land why, because I would l i k e  t o  
know who could t e l l  what t h e  commanding genera l  eve r  d i d ,  2f 
you'd have t o  look over t h e  whole headquar ters  t o  f i n d  ou t  who 
was doing what. He could have a l e t t e r  prepared f o r  him by 
t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n .  I f  you have t o  go along and look 
through t h e  headquarters  t o  f i n d  o u t  what a commanding gener->-
a 1  d i d ,  t h i s  seems l i k e  a wasted e x e r c i s e .  . J u s t  because 
somebody e l s e  prepared t h e  correspondence is  no reason why 
they  shou ldn ' t  je rk  o f f  a second copy, t h e r e  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  
o f f i c e  o r  i n  your o f f i c e ,  one of  t h e  two? 

A. Well, everything t h a t  was prepared by t h e  chief  
I had a copy o f ,  and i t ' s  very p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  s t e n o  had 
a copy of  everyth ing  t h a t  t h e  genera l  s igned,  bu t  I k ind  of 
doubt it. The records t h a t  were s e n t  o u t ,  i f  t h e  genera l  
s igned them, he  would have them, sir.  And l e t t e r s  t h a t  t h e  
s t e n o  typed,  he  would have a copy o f .  E . J ~a normal r e 9 o r t  
t h a t  was s e n t  forward t o ,  say ,  I11 Corps, and t h e  G 3  pre-
pared i t ,  and t h e  genera l  s igned i t ,  t h e  G 3  would have the 
f i l e  copy of t h e  master -of it. 

Q .  The G 3  would undoubtedly have a copy, b u t  t h a t  
p a r t  which t h e  commanding genera l  t r a n s m i t t e d  forward, h i s  
s e c r e t a r y  would undoubtedly keep a copy of t h a t .  

A. I t ' s  very poss ib le .  I c a n ' t  say t h a t  he d e f i n i t e l y  
d i d n ' t  keep a11 of them, b u t  I know tha . t  t h ings  the general  
personal ly  s igned he had copies  of o r  he  prepared i n  h i s  of--
f i c e .  

Q Suppose one of t h e s e  noncoms h a d - t u r n e d  up with 
some missing documents, who would have been respons ib le?  

A. I was. We're t a l k i n g  about s e c r e t  documents,? 

8. C l a s s i f i e d  documents o r  any t h a t  were logged i n ,  
l e t ' s  say. I f  they were important enough t o  log  i n ,  t h e y k e  
important enough t o  keep t r a c k  of?  
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. A. Well ,  we would know where t h e y  were ,  because 
e i t h e r  myself o r  Sergeant  LOFTIS o r  Sergeant  DROSDICK 
moved a11  correspondence w i t h i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s .  

Q Where i s  the 'permanent  r eco rd  of  i t ?  

A. The o r i g i n a t i n g  o f f i c e  would have a permanent 
r e c o r d  of it u n t i l  it had been approved. . 

9 - .You s e e ,  you always keep going back t o  t h e  o t h e r  
o f f i c e s .  I d o n ' t  c a r e  about t h o s e  o t h e r  o f f i c e s ,  b u t  I want 
you t o  unders tand what I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i s  when a paper  a r -
r i v e d  a t  your o f f i c e ,  and your o f f i c e  is  t h e  one t h a t  i s  r e -
s p o n s i b l e  f o r  handl ing  t h a t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  p o i n t  of  i n t e r e s t  
t h a t  I 'm i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  

A. My o f f i c e  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  hand l ing  i t ?  

Q Yes. 

A. For a l l  a c t i o n s ,  s i r ?  

Q For  p roces s ing  it i n  t h e  command s e c t i o n .  

A .  We would have a copy o f .  i t ,  s i r .  

Q a A 1 1  r i g h t .  That  ' s  what we ' r e  g e t t i n g  a t .  Now, 
i f  i n  t h e  p roces s  o f  one of t h e s e  i n v e n t o r i e s  something t u r n s  
up miss ing ,  who's r e s p o n s i b l e ?  

A. I would be  r e s p o n s i b l e ,  because t h e  NCO worked 
f o r  m e .  

Q .  But you-know t h a t  an inventory  took  p l a c e ,  b u t  
y o u ' r e  n o t  t o o  f a m i l i a r  w i th  it, huh? 

A. An inven to ry  took p l ace  when S e r g e a n t  LOFTIS and 
-Sergeant DROSDICK changed p l a c e s  t h e r e .  

Q Y e s ,  d i d  you look a t  t h e  papers  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. R igh t ,  t hey  were i n  t h e  s a f e ,  s i r .  I d i d n ' t  go 
through a l l  t h e  documents, no,  sir.  

Q. You l e t  them j u s t  go--how.many papers  d i d  you 
keep i n  t h a t  s a f e ?  
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A. Probably two and a h a l f  drawers o r  two drawers .  

Q 0 NOW, what o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  worked i n  t h a t  o f f i c e  
w i t h  you? 

A. The command s c c t i o n :  myse l f ,  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f ,  two 
ADC ' s , and t h e  gene ra l  , and t h e  t h r e e  a i d e s .  The o f f i c e  I 
worked i n  myse l f ,  I was t h e  only  o f f i c e r , ,  s i r .  

Q - . Well,  we know t h a t  from t ime t o  t i m e  t h e r e  was 
some o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e r e ,  maybe b e f o r e  you a r -
r i v e d .  For  example, General  GETTYS a i d e  worked i n  t h e r e  f o r  
a l i t t l e  wh i l e .  

P r i o r  t o  my a r r i v a l ,  I don 't know, . s i r .  

Q. Now, who were t h e  e n l i s t e d  personne l  t h a t  worked 
f o r  you? How many b e s i d e s  SAIMONS and LOFTIS and t h i s  o t h e r  
man t h a t  you mentioned? How many o t h e r  people  were i n  t h a t  
o f f i c e ?  

A .  A l l  t h a t  worked i n  t h e  h e a d q . ~ a r t e r swere--Ser-
gean t  SAIMONS and Sergeant  LOFTIS o r  Sergeant  DROSDICK worked 
d i r e c t l y  f o r  me. 

Q How many o t h e r  people  were around? 

A. The s t e n o s ,  sir.  

Q. W ~ Qhad t h e  s t e n o s ?  

A. Both A D C ' s  had s t e n o s ,  s i r .  The c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  
had a s t e n o  and t h e  CG had a s t e n o .  You want a l l  t h e  people  
i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s?  

Q- Yes. 

A. That  p h y s i c a l l y  worked i n  t h e r e .  The, res t  of 
them were d r i v e r s  t h a t  worked i n  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  and t h e y  
w e r e  s t r i c t l y  d r i v e r s .  

Q .  Yes. I have h e r e  an e x h i b i t  which has  been en-
t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  a s  E x h i b i t  0-7. I w i l l  ask you t o  look 
a t  t h i s  drawing and s e e  i f  t h i s  was t h e  s e t  up of  t h e  ~ f f i c e  
when you were t h e r e  as t h e  a s s i s t a n t  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f ?  ' 
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(The I 0  handed Exh ib i t  0-7 t o  t h e  w i t n e s s . )  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  T h a t ' s  t h e  b a s i c  set  up of  t h e  o f f i c e ,  
. sir. 

Q Now,  look a t  ' t h e  people  t h a t  a r e  e n t e r e d  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. When I w a s  t h e r e ,  it w a s  ano the r  c l e r k  i n  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 

Q . Y e s .  

A. Out from t h e  ch i e f  o f  s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e  t h a t  worked 
f o r  t h e  ADC r i g h t  h e r e ,  s i r .  

Q a Y e s ,  o u t  from t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. For t h i s  ADC? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q What about t h i s  ADC, where w a s  h i s  c l e r k  l o c a t e d ?  

A. Right  h e r e ,  s i r .  Th i s  i s  where t h e  admin NCO w a s  
'at, and t h e n  it would be  t h e  a i d e  t h a t  worked f o r  t h i s  ADC. 

Q .  I n  t h e  same o f f i c e  t hen?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q . And where was t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ?  Was he  up 
h e r e  i n  t h e  same area wi th  t h e  a i d e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Yes. 

MR MACCRATE: I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  a counte r?. 
A. R igh t ,  s i r ,  i t ' s  n o t  p h y s i c a l l y  an o f f i c e ,  sir .  
Beside t h e  coun te r  t h e r e ' s  an opening h e r e .  

I 0  : Now, what w e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  i n  t h i s  head-
q u a r t e r s  a r e  some papers  t h a t  w e  know.were d e l i v e r e d  t h e r e  
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supposedly i n  an "eyes only"  envelope addressed  t o  t h e  corn-
manding g e n e r a l ,  c l a s s i f i e d  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  Now, when he g o t  
through wi th  t h o s e , ' w h e r e  would t h e y  normal ly  have gone? 

A. Well,  i f  he  wanted t o  keep them t h e y ' d  normally 
go i n  t h e  s a f e  i n  t h e  ch i c f  of  s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e  i f  h e  k e p t  . 

them. 

Q . There was ano the r  s a f e . i n  t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f ' s  
o f f  i c e ?  

A. No, sir. I t  was t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f ' s  s a f e .  

Q .  That a s i d e  from your  s a f e  t hen?  

A. No, s i r ,  my s a f e .  When I r e f e r  t o  t h e  c h i e f  of  
s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e  t h a t  was t h e  s a f e  t h a t  was used f o r  t h e  c h i e f  
of  s t a f f ' s  pape r s ,  my s a f e .  I t  was p h y s i c a l l y  one s a f e ,  s ir .  

Q. So e v e r y t h i n g  one way o r  a n o t h e r  would go i n  
t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I f  it was c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it had t o  be 
locked up. 

(1. I n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1969, a long  i n  about A p r i l ,  d i d  
you r ece ived  a r e q u e s t  addressed t o  t h e  headqua r t e r s  t o  t r y  t o  
f i n d  c e r t a i n  papers  concerning a r e p o r t  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
papers  r e l a t i n g  t o  an o p e r a t i o n  of  Task Force  Barker  i n t o  t h e  
Son My v i l l a g e ,  t h e  a r e a  which i s  r e f e x r e d  t o  as P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  a w r i t t e n  communication. 
I know t h a t  t h e  ch i e f  of s t a f f  a t  t h a t  t i m e  r e c e i v e d  a phone 
c a l l .  

Q Well,  you remember a message b e i n g  s e n t  up from 
USARV, r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  a  search  be  made, t h a t  came i n  a m e s -
s a g e  form? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, it d i d ,  s i r .  Also,  
t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f  r ece ived  a phone c a l l  abou t  it. 

Q , And who was t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Then Colonel  DONHLDSON, now General  DONALDSON. 
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Q • And w e r e  you t o l d  t o  look f o r  any th ing?  

. A. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, s i r ,  
we looked f o r  one.  The I G ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  was, looked f o r  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I cou1.d riot f i n d  anyth ing  i n  my s a f e ,  and t o  
my knowledge, t h e  I G  d i d  n d t  f i n d  anyth ing  i n  h i s  f i l e s .  
T h i s  was t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of A p r i l  1969. 

Q Did you make a t  t h a t  t ime a  pe r sona l  s e a r c h  of  t h e  
f i l e s ?  

A. R igh t ,  s ir .  I went through my f i l e s ,  s i r .  

Q YOU went through it paper  by paper?  

A. Wel l ,  I d i d n ' t  i nven to ry  each s h e e t ,  b u t  I went 
through t h e  s u b j e c t  c o n t e n t s .  c:,: 

r ,2 
Q What else do you know about t h i s  s e a r c h  f o r  t h e s e  cxL) 
p ape r s?  You say  you d i d n ' t  f i n d  anything? & 

A .  No, 'sir. 

Q . Did you look on t h e  l og?  

A. I n  t h e  t ime frame t h a t  t h e y  were t a l k i n g  about ,  
t h e r e  were no l o g s  t o  look on. 

Q Why i s  t h i s ,  do you wonder? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  

Q How f a r  back d i d  t h e  l ogs  go? 

A .  When y o u ' r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  l o g s ,  do you mean f i l i n g  
by y e a r  o r  p h y s i c a l  l o g  of  each s h e e t ?  

Q Phys i ca l  l o g ,  where it says  what t h e  document i s ,  ' 

and i f  you want t o  go r i g h t  s t r a i g h t  down, you i n d i c a t e  when 
it e n t e r e d  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  t h e  d a t e  and t h e  t i t l e  of  t h e  
document and t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and any number and s o  f o r t h  
t h a t  it may have had on it? 

A. I t h i n k  it would have been back i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  
of  September, s ir .  

( H A L L W )  2 4  APP, T-301 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q. What ' s  t h a t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  i t  would have been t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of 
.September 1968, t h e  f i l e  o r  t h e  l o g  t h a t  w e  had ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  
of my knowledge, s i r .  

Q Wel l ,  d i d  you look ' f o r  t h e  o t h e r  log?  

A. When I came, s i r ?  

Q.  No. I mean a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  d i d  you t r y  t o  f i n d  t h e  
l o g s  and t o  see i f  t h e r e  were any--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  There were no logs  when I a r r i v e d  
i n  t h e  o f f i c e  o t h e r  than--well ,  t h e r e  was a l o g  o f  c l a s s i f i e d  
documents on ly ,  s ir .  

Q. Back t o  when? 

A. The e x a c t  d a t e  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you, sir.  I ' d  s ay  
t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of 1968. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q Wel l ,  d i d  you look i n  t h a t  l o g  t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  
were any papers  i n  t h e r e  f o r  March o r  A p r i l ,  a long  i n  about 
t h a t  t i m e  p e r i o d  of 1968, t o  s e e  i £  it p e r t a i n e d  t o  t h i s  sub-
j e c t  ma t t e r ?  

A. No, sir. I w e n t  th rough  what I had looking  f o r  
it,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  go back i n t o  t h o s e  l a g s .  

Q. L o g i c a l l y ,  t h a t  would be t h e  ndrmal p l a c e  t o  l ook ,  
wouldn ' t  i t ?  I f  you r e a l l y  wanted t o  p ick  up something i n  a 
h u r r y ,  you would j u s t  f l i p  t h a t  l o g  open and j u s t  t a k e  'a quick 
check through i t ,  and you 'd  have a p r e t t y  good i d e a  what was 
i n  it. 

A. You'd have t o  know t h e  l o g  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  why I 
d i d n ' t  look i n t o  it. 

Q - Well,  now, t h i s  i s  what you mean s o  poor ly  main-
t a i n e d ?  

A. R igh t ,  s ir .  I ' d  look th rough  t h e  f i l e s  themselves .  

I 0  : You have any more on t h i s  p o i n t ,  M r .  MACCRATE? 
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MR MACCRATE: With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  l o g  of c l a s s i f i e d  documents, 
d i d  t h i s  i n c l u d e  j u s t  t o p  s e c r e t  and s e c r e t ,  o r  d i d  it a l s o  i n - . 

c lude  c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents? 

A .  J u s t  s e c r e t  and some c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  s i r ,  n o t  a l l  
of  them. 

Q And it was t h i s  incompleteness  t h a t  d i scouraged  
you from looking  a t  i t ?  

A. .R igh t .  

Q You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i n  a d d i t i o n  .ta t h e  i n q u i r y  
t h a t  was be ing  made by t h e  I G  t h a t  Colonel  DONALDSON rece ived  
a t e l ephone  c a l l ?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q m  From whom d i d  t h a t  c a l l  come? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s  Colonel  HENDERSON, s i r .  

Q. And what was t h e  s u b j e c t  of  tile t e l e p h c n e  c a l l ?  

A. Reference looking  f o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I b e l i e v e  
they.  c a l l  it ~ i n k v i l l e . -

Q - Did he  i n d i c a t e  where t h a t  could be found? 

A .  Well,  t o  t h e  b e s t  ,of my knowledge he  s a i d  t h a t  
it should  be  a ' copy  i n  t h e  1 1 t h  ~ r i g a d e ,s i r .  I w a s n ' t  p r i v y  
t o  t h e  t e l ephone  conve r sa t ion .  I know a f t e r  t h e  conve r sa t ion  
- 1was t o l d  t o  look and s e e  i f  I could f i n d  a copy o f  it, 
though.  a 

Q Had you a l r e a d y  been look ing  f o r  a copy b e f o r e  
t h e  te lephone  conve r sa t ion?  

.A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q a You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t - -

A. ( I n t s r p o s i n g )  Well ,  w e  r e c e i v e d  a TWX from USARV, 
b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  o r  c o r r e l a t e  t h e  two t i m e s .  I know I 
looked f o r  it one t i m e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  c o r r e l a t e  t h e  same t ime 
t h e  message a r r i v e d  and t h e  phone c a l l .  I know t h e y  were bo th  
t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of A p r i l .  
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Q But when you r ece ived  t h e  communication from Colo-
n e l  HENDERSON and t h e n  Colonel  DONALDSON r e c e i v e d  a t e lephone  
c a l l ,  d i d  he  ask you t o  do something a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, s ir .  I b e l i e v e  he  c a l l e d  1 1 t h  Brigade on i t ,  
sir.  

Q Did you have any communication w i t h  t h e  11 th  B r i -
gade a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A. No, n o t  r e f e r e n c e  t h a t .  

Q. Did you do anyth ing  by way of  fo'llowup t h e r e -
a f t e r ?  

A. No, he p e r s o n a l l y  c a l l e d  someone a t  b r igade .  I ' m  
n o t  s u r e  who he c a l l e d  a t  b r igade .  He was hand l ing  it him-
s e l f .  

Q . And you have no f u r t h e r  knowledge o r  acqua in tance  
w i t h  t h a t  a s p e c t ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, t h e  r e p o r t  w a s  de-
l i v e r e d  t o  him, and from t h e r e  on I d o n ' t  know what happened. 

.I0: Did you e v e r  s e e  i t ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. Do 'you know how t h i c k  it is'? This  t h i c k  ( i n d i -
c a t i n g  approximately  3 i n c h e s ) ?  O r  d i d  anybody e v e r  d e s c r i b e  
-itt o  you? 

A. I t  w a s n ' t  a t h i c k  document, probably l i k e  t h a t ,  
b u t  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  how t h i c k  i t  was . 

MR MACCRATE: How d i d  it come from Duc' Pho t o  .Chu La i?  
. . 

A. I ' m  s u r e  it would have been h a n d - c a r r i e d , . b u t  I ' m  
n o t  s u r e  who even took  it i n  t o  Colonel  DONALDSON, s i r .  ' I 
know it d i d  n o t  come through me. 

Q - W e l l ,  a f t e r  it was r e c e i v e d  when you were p i c k i n g  
up papers  a t  t h e  end of t h e  day, d i d  you p i c k  up anyth ing  r e -
l a t i n g  t o  t h a t ?  
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A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q - T h i s  w a s  handled on a c lose-ho ld  b a s i s  by t h e  
c h i e f  of s t a f f ?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  H z  r ece ived  it. 

I0: How d i d  he  r ece ived  it w i t h o u t  it going through 
you? 

A. Whoever had it must have hand-car r ied  i n  t o  him, 
s i r .  

(2. What about t h e  c o u r i e r ?  Suppose t h e  c o u r i e r  
b rought  it up? 

A. The c o u r i e r  would have come through u s ,  s i r .  
Anything t h e  c o u r i e r  b rought  would have come through us .  
A l o t  of t i m e s  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f  would d i r e c t  t h e  b r igade  
commander o r  someone t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  something,  and t h e y ' d  
b r i n g  it d i r e c t l y  t o  him. I wouldn ' t  s e e  it u n t i l  a f t e r ,  
i f  I go t  t o  s e e  it. 

Q We're n o t  p o s i t i v e  how-.it came up. We've had 
some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  it-was s e n t  up .by c o u r i e r .  

A. I n  A p r i l ?  Well ,  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about May 1 9 6 9 .  

14R MACCRATE: It would probably h e  t h e ,end of May. 

A .  Not t o  my knowledge, s i r .  I f  it would have been 
c o u r i e r  it would have come through us: 

I0 : Suppose it came through t h e  c o u r i e r ,  b u t  it was 
marked, "At t en t ion :  Chief o f  S t a f f " ?  

A. I f  i t  was marked "At t en t ion :  Chief of  S t a f f "  and 
"pe r sona l  "?  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well ,  i f  it was "Chief of  S t a f f ,  " 
"Pe r sona l ,  " I would j u s t  send i t  on i n  t o  him. I wouldn 't 
open it. 

MR MACCRATE: But t h e n  what d i d  he  do wi th  it a t  t h e  end of t h e  
day? He d i d n ' t  have any s a f e .  The on ly  p l a c e  where h e . c o u l d  
s t o r e  anyth ing ,  a s  I unders tand it, was i n  your o f f i c e .  
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A. Well,  h i s  i n  box w a s  locked up a t  n i g h t ,  s ir .  

And you locked up t h e  i n  box? 

A .  Righ t ,  s i r .  . 

Q W e l l ,  d i d  you i n c l u d e  t h a t  i n  what you locked  
up any t ime? 

A. .The s p e c i f i c  r e p o r t ,  I c o u l d n ' t  say t h a t ,  s i r .  
I t  could p o s s i b l y  have been i n  h i s  i n  box,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  go 
th rough  h i s  i n  box every n i g h t .  I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  it could 
have been Locked up, b u t  i f  it had been 1ock.ed up and he r e -
t a i n e d  it, it would have been i n  t h e  f i l e s .  

Q I f  h e  prepared  a  memorandum and t r a n s m i t t e d  what 
e v e r  h e  o b t a i n e d ,  would t h a t  memorandum have come t o  you? 

A Yes, s i r ,  i f  it w a s  p r epa red  0 n . a  memorandum. 

Q And i f  he s e n t  it o v e r ,  f o r  exam?le, t o  t h e  I G  
f o r  t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  what k ind  of logging  on: frcm your  o f f i c e  
would it have r ece ived?  

A. I f  h e  p e r s o n a l l y  c a l l e d  t h e  I G  ove r  t o  come p ick  
it up and h e  p e r s o n a l l y  handled i t , ' I  would never  have seen  
i t ,  s i r .  

Q - There would be  no r e c o r d  of t h a t  i n  t h e  c h i e f  of 
s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e ?  

A. No, sir.  But i f  t h e  I G  s e n t  it o u t ,  he  would have 
a copy, s ir .  You a r e  t a l k i n g  about  something t h a t  was hand-
l e d  p e r s o n a l l y ,  r i g h t ?  

Q a We d o n ' t  know. We s e e  no r ea son  why it should  b e  
handled p e r s o n a l l y .  There i s  no reason  i n  t h e  world  why t h i s  
should  have r e c e i v e d  such p e r s o n a l  hand l ing  t h a t  you would be  
unaware of it. 

A. No, I was aware t h a t  t h a t  report--we r ece ived  a 
c a l l ,  and I was aware t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade was q u e r i e d  t o  f i n d  
it. So we d i d  n o t  have a copy of it i n  d i v i s i o n  headquar-
ters. To my knowledge, a copy of  it came i n .  

Q . And w a s n ' t  t h i s  source  of - c o n s i d e r a b l e  concern 
a t  t h i s  t ime ,  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  have a copy a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
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headqua r t e r s  of  a r e p o r t  r e c e i v e d  by t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander? 

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q And I would assume t h a t  t h e r e  had been cons ide r -
a b l e  d i s c u s s i o n  about t h e  absence of such a r e p o r t ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  was a d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  absence of  
t h e  r e p o r t  on P i n k v i l l e ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q And t h e n  when a copy w a s  l o c a t e d  t h a t  must have 
come a s  a m a t t e r  of some i n t e r e s t  t o  everyone.  Here you were 
looking  f o r  something and c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  it. A te lephone  c a l l  
comes i n  and s a y s ,  "Look down a t  b r i g a d e , "  and t h e r e  it i s  
found,  and a copy i s  brought  up. When it was brought  up, you 
were j u s t  no t  informed of it a t  a l l ?  

A. ~ o tt o  my knowledge. A copy o f  it was brought  up, 
sir.  

Q.  W e l l ,  how do you have knowledge of  t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  l i k e  you s a y ,  t h e  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  was mounted 
looking  f o r  one. I f  it had n o t  been found, I ' m  s u r e  someone 
else was--to my knowledge a copy w a s  b rought  i n .  

Q W e l l ,  a l l  r i g h t ,  i f  you had t h a t  knowledge--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  There was a copy brought  t o  d i v i s i o n  
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  t o  my knowledge, y e s ,  s i r .  

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  How do you know a copy was brought  
i n  t o  d i v i s o n  headqua r t e r s?  

A. I d i d n ' t  p h y s i c a l l y  have it. 

Q a But someone must t o  have t o l d  you t h i s .  What I ' m  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f i n d i n g  o u t  i s  what you were t o l d  and by whom? 

A. I t ' s  t r y i n g  t o  go through my mind. To t h e  b e s t  of 
my knowledge it was s e n t . u p  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f  from 
t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade and t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f  had i t ,  b u t  I do n o t  
know what he d i d  w i t h  it. 

Q H e  t o l d  you he  had i t ?  
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. A. We're t a l k i n g  about i n  May 1969. There w a s  some 
t y p e  of invest igat ion--now I d o n ' t  know how much, o r  how l a r g e ,  
o r  what i t  looked l i k e - - t h a t  came up from t h e  l l t h  Brigade,  
r e f e r e n c e  P i n k v i l l e  . 
Q =  Well,  d i d  Coio,:el DONALDSON t e l l  you t h a t ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, he  t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  
w a s  a r e p o r t  on P i n k v i l l e .  I d o n ' t  know i f  it was t h e  one 
t h a t  t hey  were looking  f o r ,  b u t  it was t h e  on ly  one w e  could 
f i n d  . 
Q I c a n ' t  unders tand why you can s a y  w i t h  such as -
surance  t h a t  you 'd  g o t  a copy of  t h e  r e p o r t  from t h e  l l t h  
Brigade,  and you c a n ' t  say where you go t  t h a t  in format ion .  

A. The c h i e f  of s t a f f  r ece ived  a copy from t h e  11 th  
Brigade on t h e  P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t .  

Q - He t o l d  you t h a t ?  

A. O r  I saw it when he  had it irL t h e  envelope.  H e  
d i d n ' t  p u r p o s e f u l l y  t e l l  me, "This  i s  t h a t  r e p o r t ,  r e f e r e n c e  
P i n k v i l l e .  " 

Q. Did h e  i n d i c a t e  what h e  was go ing  t o  do wi th  i t ?  

A. No, s ir .  A l l  I know i s  h e  had a copy of t h e  r e p o r t .  
I don 't know what he d i d  wi th  it, b u t  I know I didn 't g e t  it, 
and t o  my knowledge, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e ' ~ ~ 0 ' sg o t  it o r  any i n -
s t r u c t i o n s .  I t ' s  very p o s s i b l e  h e  could  have i n s t r u c t e d  one 
of  t h e  N C O ' s  t o  do something wi th  it. 

Q Was any copy of it r e t a i n e d  a t  your  headqua r t e r s?  

A .  I t  w a s  n o t  r e t a i n e d  i n  t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e .  

Q. Well, i f  it was n o t  . r e t a i n e d  i n  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ' s  
o f f i c e ,  i f  it s t a y e d  i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s  b u i l d i n g  a t  a l l ,  it 
would have had t o  have been t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  o r  one o f  
t h e  A D C 1 s .  

A. R igh t ,  s i r ,  i f  it s t a y e d  i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s  
i t s e l f .  But it could  have been i n  t h e  I G ' s  f i l e s ,  be-
cause  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge--I may be wrong on t h i s ,  b u t  
t h e  query from LTSARV was from t h e  I G  s i d e .  I b e l i e v e ,  s i r ,  
t h i s  i s  c o r r e c t .  
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10: . You remember a Colonel  WHITAKER coming up t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Did h e  come over  and go over  your  f i l e s  wi th  you? 

A. No, s i r .  H e  d idn 't come i n  and go through my f i l e s  
w i t h  me. No, sir.  He went up and saw- t h e  I G .  I know t h e  I G ,  
s p e n t  a l l  t h e  t ime  wi th  him,. 

Q , How many days was he  t h e r e ?  Do you know? 

A.  Three--two, o r  t h r e e ,  o r  f o u r ,  o r  something l i k e  
t h a t .  I ' m  no t  p o s i t i v e ,  s i r .  

Q Subsequent o r  p r i o r  t o  h i s  a r r i v a l  t h a t  Colonel  
DONALDSON g o t  t h i s  t e lephone  c a l l  from Colonel  HENDERSON which 
i n d i c a t e d  a copy should  be i n  t h e  11 th  Brigade? 

A. I h o n e s t l y  c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  I know i t  w a s  i n  t h e  
same t i m e  frame, b u t  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you whether it w'as p r i o r  o r  
a f t ' e r ,  s i r .  

& . Well,  a f t e r  Colonel  DONALDSON f i n a l l y  g o t  a copy 
up t h e r e  i n  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  whether it went t o  t h e  I G  o r  
n o t ,  h e  knew a t  t h a t  t ime what t h e  r e p o r t  looked l i k e ?  

A.  He should  have,  s i r .  

52. ~ n dhe should  have known who t h e  r e p o r t  was address -
e d  t o ,  r i g h t ?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q - Did somebody around t h e  headqua r t e r s  r e a l l y  s t a r t  
t o  look t o  s e e  i f  t h e y  could  f i n d  t h a t  document a t  t h a t  t ime ,  
i f  t hey  knew what it looked l i k e  and t h e y  knew t h e  c o n t e n t s  
o f  t h e  document, t o  s e e  i f  t hey  could  f i n d . o u t  where i n  t h e  
headqua r t e r s  t h e  f i l e  cop ie s  were l o c a t e d ,  o r  where t h e  r e -
co rds  were t h a t  logged t h e s e  t h i n g s  i n ?  

A. To my knowledge, t h e y  would look i n  t h e  3 shop,  
and t h e  I G  went through t h e i r  f i l e s .  

Q W e l l ,  now, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about a f t e r  t h e y  g o t  t h e  
r e p o r t  o u t .  I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  look-see  o r  t h e  s e a r c h  
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i n  response  t o  USARV, b u t  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about when t h i s  r e p o r t  
came up. You s a i d  Colonel  DONALDSON showed you an envelope 
o r  something. N o w , ' a f t e r  t h a t  t ime were you, f o r .  example,

' 
d i r e c t e d  t o  look  through your f i l e s  t o  s e e  i f  you had a copy 
of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  report- i n  your f i l e s ?  

A. No, because I had a l r e a d y  went th rough  them p r i o r ,  
sir. 

Q .But you d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  know what you were looking
f o r  up t o  t h a t  t ime?  

A .  Well,  it was i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of 
~ i n k v i l l e .  

Q Well,  I would cha l l enge  anybody t o  a s s o c i a t e  Pink-
v i l l e  wi th  t h e  p i e c e  of paper  I am going t o  show you i n  a 
minute? . 

A. Tha t  was i t .  I looked one t ime .  I d i d n ' t  look a-
g a i n ,  s i r .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Did t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f  show you o r  have t h i s  
p i e c e  of paper  i n  h i s  hand? Did you by any chance s a y ,  "Give 
t h a t  t o  me, s i r ,  s o  I can make a copy f o r  o u r  f i l e s " ?  

A. No, s ir .  I t  was an envelope.  To t h e  b e s t  o f  ny 
knowledge, it was s t i l l  i n  an envelope,  s i r .  

Q ~ e i l ,i f  everybody had gone i n t o  a t i z z y  t r y i n g  t o  
f i n d  a copy of it b e f o r e ,  and it was add res sed  t o  your head-
q u a r t e r s ,  and you should  have had a copy of  it, I should  t h i n k  
one of t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g s  your a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  people  would want 
t o  do i s  make a copy f o r  t h e i r  f i l e s ?  

A .  Right .  

Q. This  a p p a r e n t l y  d i d n ' t  occur  t o  anyone? 

A. 
s ir .  

W e l l ,  I would have t o l d  them t o  make a copy 'of it, 

Q. You c e r t a i n l y  d i d n ' t  w r e s t l e  w i t h  t h e  c h i e f  of 
s t a f f  and t a k e  it away from him s o  you could.  

10: I have he re  a paper  e n t i t l e d ,  "Report  o f  ~ n v e s t i g a -
t i o n ,  I' d a t e d  24 A p r i l  1 9 6 8 ,  which has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o , t h e  
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. r e c o r d  a s  E x h i b i t  R-1.  I w i l l  show you t h a t  paper  and a s k ,  i n  
looking  through your  f i l e s  o r  i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s  wh i l e  you 
w e r e  t h e r e ,  i f  you saw t h a t  p i e c e  of paper  o r  any of t h e  a t -
tachments?  F i r s t ,  whether  you saw t h a t  paper  w i thou t  t h e  t r u e  
copy, i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  form, b e f o r e  a t r u e  copy was made by 
Major COX? 

(I0 hands E x h i b i t  R - 1  t o  t h e  w i tnes s  .) 

A .  .Not t o  my knowledge, s i r .  

Q Look on t h e n  t o  t h e  f i r s t  i n c l o s u r e  which i s  a 
s t a t e m e n t ,  da t ed  1 4  A p r i l .  Have you seen  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
p i e c e  of paper ,  t h e  one you j u s t  looked a t ?  -

h-
t: .: 

A. Not t o  my knowledge, s i r .  I ' v e  s een  t h i s  one,  C 
though,  propaganda s h e e t s  G 2  had. P 

Q . W e l l ,  I '.d l i k e  f o r  you t o  r ead  on b e f o r e  you--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Oh, okay, w a i t  a  minute ,  okay. ' 

Q = Have you seen  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p i e c e  of paper?  

A. I ' v e  seen  something b a s i c a l l y  l i k e  t h i s  propaganda 
s h e e t . '  I wouldn ' t  s ay  it was t h i s  same s h e e t  of pape r .  

Q Did you have it i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s?  

A.  No, where I saw it,  it was a r e p o r t  t o  t h e  G 2  s e n t  
over  on propaganda l e a f l e t s  t h a t  t hey  had found o r  had a f i l e  
o f .  It  had some of t h i s  same s t u f f  i n  it. Now, I ' m  n o t  pos-
i t i v e  t h i s  i s  t h e  same s h e e t  of  paper ,  no ,  s i r ,  b u t  it had 
about  t h e  l o o t i n g  of people  i n  Saigon,  Binh Tay , and e t  c e t e r a .  

Q a Well,  had you r ead  i t ?  I n  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  i n s t a n c e  
t h e  p i e c e  of paper  t h a t  you saw, d i d  it a l s o  focus  on Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t ?  

A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e .  I c a n ' t  be  s p e c i f i c ,  s i r .  

?* Well,  we know, f o r  example, t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r
p i e c e  of paper came i n t o  t h e  headqua r t e r s  by i t s e l f .  I t  d i d  
n o t  come i n  a s  p a r t  of  t h i s  r e p o r t  a t  a l a t e r  d a t e ,  b u t  i n i -
t i a l l y  it came i n  by i t s e l f  i n  t h i s  form. I d o n ' t  know wheth-
er  t h i s  i s  t h e  same one.  That  i s  why I ' m  a sk ing  whether  you 
r ead  i t ,  t o  know whether o r  n o t  t h i s  i s  t h e  same one o r  n o t .  
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. A. I c o u l d n q t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  say i t ' s  t h e  same one 
form t h e  one t h a t  I saw. I t  had about  t h e  American d e v i l s  
o r  something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  wi th  a  propaganda s h e e t  t h a t  
t h e  G 2  submi t ted  one t ime.  H e  had a r e p o r t  of d i f f e r e n t  pro-
paganda t h a t  was used i n  ' t h e  a r e a ,  s i r ,  b u t  I couldn ' t say  it 
would be  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  cop;, s i r .  

(2 9 
The G 2  had it. Would he  be t h e  l o g i c a l  one t o  

p ick  up VC propaganda? 

A ,  Y e s ,  s ir .  T h a t ' s  who had t h e  r e p o r t .  

Q 0 
What t ime was t h i s  t h a t  t h e y  s e n t  it i n ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  sir .  It would. be  Apr ' i l  o r  May 1969, 
somewhere i n  t h a t  t ime frame. But t h i s  w a s n ' t  one s h e e t  of  
paper .  It would have been w i t h i n  a r e p o r t  o f  d i f f e r e n t  mater-
i a l ,  sir: 

Q o  Would t h a t  have been logged i n ?  

A. Th i s?  

Q No, t h e  r e p o r t  from t h e  G 2 ?  

A. No, s i r .  I f  it was c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it would have. 
I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  whether t h e  r e p o r t  was c o n f i d e n t i a l  o r  n o t .  It  
w a s  j u s t  an in format ion  copy f o r  t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f .  I t  wouldn ' t  
have been logged i n .  

Q May o r  June? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q . W e l l ,  a l though i t ' s  looked upon as VC propaganda--
and i n  e f f e c t  it i s  propaganda- - i t ' s  n o t  a l e a f l e t .  It  i s  a 
b r o a d c a s t  i n t e r c e p t  i n  Vietnamese which was subsequent ly  t r a n s -
l a t e d  and typed  o u t  i n  Eng l i sh .  This  i s  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  form t h a t  
w a s  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  headqua r t e r s  down t h e r e .  Of cou r se ,  you 
r ecogn ize  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t s  a r e  on s t a n d a r d  page i n s t e a d  of  t h e  
l e g a l - s i z e  pages?  

A .  Right ,  s i r .  This  is  a l l  t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s ir .  

Q . But t h i s  f i r s t  page r i n g s ,  huh? 

A 0 .  Yes, s i r .  
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(2- A t  t h e  same t ime t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i t e m  came i n t o  
t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  we have ano the r  document t h a t  came i n t o  t h e  
beadqua r t e r s .  The Vietnamese i s  on t h e  l a s t  page; t h i s  a c t i o n  
i s  t h e  nex t  t o  t h e  l a s t  page. I would ask you t o  t a k e  a look 
a t  t h e s e  two documents (pages)  and s e e  i f  you have seen  e i t h e r  
o f  them? This  i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  a s  E x h i b i t  M-36, which 
i s  an a t tachment  t o  it. 

(Witness handed E x h i b i t  M-36 .) 

Thi s  one d o e s n ' t  r i n g  a b e l l .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember e v e r  have seen  them? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q I n  t h e  f i l e s ,  Major HALLMAN, d i d  you e v e r . s e e  a 
l e t t e r  addressed  t o  t h e  Commanding O f f i c e r ,  1 1 t h  Br igade ,  
s i g n e d  b y - t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ,  which t e l l s  him about t h e  
a l l e g a t i o n s  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  t h a t  some people  had 
been k i l l e d ,  and d i r e c t i n g  t h a t . ' h e  look i ~ t oit, t o  i n v e s t i -
g a t e  i t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q.  This  would have been about t h e  t i m e  p e r i o d  o f ,  per -
haps ,  a  l i t t l e  b i t  a f t e r  t h e  middle o f  A p r i l ?  

A. No, s i r .  

& 1968? When you were i n  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  d i d  you 
e v e r  h e a r  any d i s c u s s i o n  concerning e i t h e r  s t a t e m e n t s ,  o r  over-
h e a r  a conve r sa t ion ,  o r  rumors t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  something un-
u s u a l  had t aken  p l a c e  a t  My L a i  o r  Son My o r  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  
P i n k v i l l e ,  a long  about  t h e  middle of A p r i l  1968? 

A ,  NO,  s i r .  

Q When you were t h e  a s s i s t a n t  c h i e f  .of s t a f ' f ,  . d id  t h e  
America1 Div i s ion  eve r  undergo an I G  i n s p e c t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  They had one,  b u t .  i t  was b e f o r e  my t ime  
p e r i o d ,  s i r ,  They had an I G  , i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a week a f t e r  I l e f t ,  
sir.  

Q I G  i n s p e c t i o n ?  
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. , 

A .  Righ t ,  i n s p e c t i o n ,  sir.  They had had one p r i o r  
t o  my a r r i v a l .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  about  what t ime it would have been? 

A .  It  would have been i n  J u l y  1369, s ir .  They had 
one i n  1968. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what month it was, s ir .  

Q. Well,  t h a t ' s  t h e  one I " m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  

Q Yes? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q Wel l ,  when you came i n ,  I unders tand  t h a t .  But 
t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  t h e s e  followup r e p o r t s  which you have t o  make 
o u t .  You g i v e  t i m e  t o  t a k e  c o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n  and s o  on,  s o  
you remember t h o s e  coming back th rough  from USARV, and from 
t h e  I G  coming t o  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  and going down t o  
USARV and s a y i n g ,  "These s p e c i f i c  p o i n t s ,  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  cor-
r e c t i v e  a c t i o n s  which have been t aken . "  They normal ly  g i v e  
you about  a 3 months t ime span t o  do it i n .  You came i n  i n  
September, s o  i f  one had t aken  p l a c e  i n  June o r  J u l y  you 
would have been still--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t ' s  po . s s ib l e ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  see-
i n g  it. The on ly  t h i n g  I saw was t h e  f i l e  copy, you know, a s  
you always keep t h e  prev ious  one t o  b r i n g  up f o r  t h e  upcoming 
I G .  

Q When you were i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  d i d  you e v e r  g e t  any 
rumors, comments, o r  d i s c u s s i o n s  concerning a r e p o r t  which a 
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  had f i l e d  v i a .  h i s  command channe ls  t o  t h e  e f -
f e c t  t h a t  some women and c h i l d r e n  w e r e  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  k i l l e d  
down i n  t h i s  Son Tinh a r e a  by Task Force  .Barker? . : . 

A. No , sir .  

& Did you e v e r ' h e a r  of  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between an 
a v i a t i o n  e lement ,  a h e l i c o p t e r  u n i t ,  and one of  t h e  ground 
elements  t o  t h e  degree  t h a t  one of  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  had i t s  
guns t r a i n e d  on U.S. personne l?  

A. No , sir. 
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. Q .  Now, you were i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s  when Capta in  
MEDINA was t h e r e ,  w e r e n ' t  you? 

A. ~ i g h t ,s i r .  He worked i n  G 3 .  

Q Did you e v e r  h ~ a rany d i s c u s s i o n  concern ing  Captain  
MEDINA and how he s h o t  a woman? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. You never  d id?  

No, s i r .  

Q H e  never  mentioned it t o  you? 

A. No, s i r .  The only t ime I e v e r  s a w  Capta in  MEDINA 
w a s  sometimes he  b r i e f e d  t h e  CG i n  t h e  mornings. I b e l i e v e  he  
was on t h e  n i g h t  s h i f t  of t h e  TOC, s i r .  T h a t ' s  t h e  only  t ime  
I e v e r  s a w  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  

MR MACCRATE: Major HALLMAN, do you remenher who w a s  t h e  l i a i s o n  
o f f i c e r  between t h e  l l t h  Brigade and t h e  Arnerical D iv i s ion  i n  
t h e  s p r i n g  of  1969? 

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  It  was a l i e u t e n a n t ,  b u t  
I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q ~ i e u t e n a n tBROWN? 

A. I t  r i n g s  a b e l l ,  b u t  I wouldn ' t '  s ay .  Was he a 
Negro o f f i c e r ?  

Q . Yes, I b e l i e v e  h e  i s .  Do you r e c a l l  him d e l i v e r i n g
t h i s  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  Colonel  DONALDSON? 

A. I t ' s  very p o s s i b l e .  I d o n ' t  know, because Colonel  . 
DONALDSON was t h e  p r i o r  l l t h  Brigade CO. The l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  
would t a l k  t o  him q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y  about something,  b u t  I 
c o u l d n ' t  say  t h a t  L ieu t enan t  BROWN p h y s i c a l l y  gave it t o  him. 

Q .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you t h e  l a s t  page of E x h i b i t  R-1 ,  
a copy of  t h e  l e t t e r  from Colonel  HENDERSON t o  t h e  I G  h e r e  i n  
Washinton, D . C .  You n o t e  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  he  has  r e c e i v e d  from t h e  Arnerical D iv i s ion  a copy of  t h e  
r e p o r t .  Can you e x p l a i n  how t h a t  w a s  forwarded t o  Colonel  
HENDERSON ? 
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A. I would presume, s i r ,  it was mailed. 

Q. W e l l ,  was it processed by you? 

A. N O ,  s i r .  I d i d n ' t  mail  it. It I s  very p o s s i b l e  
cha t  t h e  envelope was handed t o  Sergeant DROSDICK, and he was 
t o l d  t o  mail  it, b u t  I d i d  not  mail  i t ,  sir .  

Q- Well, t h e r e  would be a  covering l e t t e r  presumably.
There would be a covering l e t t e r ,  would t h e r e  not?  

A. Well, i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  un less  they  handled it on 
an informal  b a s i s ,  because he received a  phone c a l l ,  yes ,  s i r .  
I t ' s  very p o s s i b l e  t h a t  it was on a  handwri t ten l e t t e r .  I 
do n o t  r e c a l l  eve r  see ing  a l e t t e r  on it, sir .  

Q. You never remember see ing  a  covering l e t t e r  fo r -
warding t h a t  r e p o r t  t o  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q wou.ldnlt it be h ighly  unusual f o r  t h e  ch ie f  of 
s t a f f  t o  w r i t e  a  handwri t ten l e t t e r  r a t h e r  than  have a s t eno  
type  a l e t t e r ?  Wasn't t h a t  t h e  customary way f o r  sendinng 
t h i n g s  out  of headquar ters?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I ' m  no t  saying  t h a t  he  d i d n ' t ,  sir.  

Q But t h e  chief  of s t a f f  would a l s o  t u r n  over t o  you 
t h e  f i l e  copy of any outgoing correspondence, wouldn ' t  he? 

A. Correspondence? H i s  s t eno  would f i l e  it. 

Q. Right.  And so f a r  a s  you know, you never saw t h e  
l e t t e r  forwarding a copy of t h e  r e p o r t  t o  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A .  NO, sir. I d i d  n o t ,  s i r .  

10: I might say i t ' s  conceivable  t h a t  h i s  .personal  
s t e n o  would j u s t  go ahead and g e t  it a l l  prepared and type 
ou t  t h e  l e t t e r ,  p u t  i n  an envelope, and have it ready t o  go, 
bu t  he would r e t a i n  a copy i n  h i s  own f i l e s .  

A. Personal?  

a - T h a t ' s  what I mean. DONALDSON should have a copy 
of t h i s ?  
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A. He would a l s o ,  l i k e  General PEERS s t a t e d ,  have a 
personal  f i l e .  I t ' s  very poss ib le  he had h i s  s t e n o  o r  Ser-
geant  DROSDICK m a i l  it. 

MR MACCRATE: Subsequent t o  t h e  time t h a t  t h i s  r e p o r t  was 
found, you w i l l  s e e  t h a t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  1st  of June and while  
you remained f o r  t h e  next  month and a h a l f  o r  more a t  t h e  A-
mer ica l  Divis ion,  was t h e  mat ter  of t h i s  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  ever  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  your presence? 

A. B a s i c a l l y ,  t h e  only  t h i n g  I ever  heard them r e f e r  
t o  was t h e  P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t .  No s p e c i f i c s  were e v e r  d i s -
cussed on t h i s ,  sir. 

Q. But you d i d  hear  some d i scuss ion  about t h e  Pink-
v i l l e  i n c i d e n t  a f t e r  t h i s  r e p o r t  was found? 

A .  It w a s  d i scussed  t h a t  there--I  know when t h e  I G  
was up t h e r e  when they  were d i scuss ing  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  Pink-
v i l l e  i n c i d e n t .  T h a t ' s  b a s i c a l l y  a l l  I ever  heard of t h a t ,  s ir .  

Q My ques t ion  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  per iod  fol lowing
t h e  f ind ing  of t h i s  r e p o r t .  You were around t h e  headquar ters ,  
and t h e r e  was the--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  discus-
s i o n s  about t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  no, s i r ,  not  i n  my presence.  

Q You never  saw t h e  s l i g h t e s t  i n t e r e s t  on t h e  p a r t  
of anyone t h e r e  t o  make any f u r t h e r  search of headquar ters  
t o  see  i f  it could be found? 

A. To my knowledge they  had t h e  G3 and t h e  I G  s e e  
i f  they  could f i n d  any copies  of it. 

Q e  But you were never asked t o  t r o u b l e  yourse l f  again? 

A. Not a f t e r  I looked once. 

Q. Had you looked before  you knew what w a s  i n  t h e  re-
p o r t ?  

A. Well, I d i d n ' t  know what was i n  t h e  r e p o r t  u n t i l  
a f t e r  they found it. 

Q. And no one ever  gave you enough information s o  you
could look again? 
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A. No, s i r .  There was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e f e r e n c e  
a t r o c i t y  i n c i d e n t  w i th  t h e  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n  populace,  and 
I went through my f i l e s ,  and I d i d n ' t  f i n d  anyth ing  on it, 
sir. I was neve r  t o l d  t o  look f o r  it aga in .  

Q Did you keep a f i l e  on communications w i t h  t h e  
prov ince  c h i e f  of Quang Ngai Province? 

A. I don 't r e c a l l .  There .  were maybe two o r  t h r e e  
i t ems  of correspondence,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any volume about 
t h i s  p e r i o d  of t ime .  

0 You remember h e a r i n g  i n  June 196'9 from t h e  pro-
v ince  c h i e f  t h a t  U.S. Army r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w e r e  coming t o  
q u e s t i o n  him and i n q u i r i n g  what he  ought t o  do a b o u t  i t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q . Nothing -came i n t o  d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  concerning 
- .  Army r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  who w e r e  going t o  see-Colon'el KHIEN? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing ,  s i r ;  I t ' s  very p o s s i b l e  
it came i n ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

MR MACCRATE: I have no th ing  f u r t h e r .  

I 0  : Well,  Major HALLMAN, w e  a p p r e c i a t e  your coming i n ,  
and based upon t h i s  l i n e  of q u e s t i o n i n g  which you had ,  you can 
s e e  t h a t  w e ' r e  t r y i n g  no t  t o  l e a v e  any s t o n e  unturned.  

A .  I r e a l i z e  t h a t .  

Q We want t o  f i n d  o u t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  what t r a n s p i r e d
and where t h e s e  papers  went w i t h i n  t h e  America1 Div i s ion .  This  
i s  h i g h l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  u s ,  because ,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  we a r e  
t o  determine t h e  s u f f i c i e n c y  of  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h e  adequa-
cies of any rev iews ,  and whether o r  n o t  t h e r e ' s  been any a t -
tempt t o  cover  t h i s  up. 

A. I r e a l i z e  t h a t ,  s i r .  

Q Now, a s  a consequence, it i s  of  prime importance 
t o  us t o  know what happened t o  t h e  cop ie s  of t h e s e  documents 
t h a t  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  I f  any o f  
t h e s e  answers do come t o  mind a f t e r  you have d e p a r t e d  o r  any 
t ime i n  t h e  n o t  t o o  d i s t a n c e  f u t u r e ,  we'd l i k e  you t o  g e t  i n  
touch  w i t h  us .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i f  you know of  any documents o r  
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anyth ing  t h a t  would be of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  u s ,  w e  would l i k e  
ve ry  much t o  h e a r  about  t h o s e .  I g i v e  you t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  ask  any q u e s t i o n s  you .may l i k e  t o  ask o r  i f  you would 
l i k e  t o  e n t e r  a s t a t emen t  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd .  

A. No, o t h e r  t h a n  i t ' s  ve ry  ha rd  t o  r e c a l l  a l l  t h i s  
over  a  p e r i o d  of a yea r .  

Q ' W e  unders tand  t h a t .  W e  know w e ' r e  go ing  back--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I f  some of my answers w e r e  vague, 
it w a s n ' t  t o  t r y  t o  e lude  you. T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  I have 
t o  s a y ,  s i r .  

I0 : I would aga in  c a u t i o n  you t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  y o u ' r e  
n o t  t o  d i s c l o s e  your t es t imony t o  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  
who may appear  b e f o r e  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  perhaps  be fo re  

. competent  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. I 
t h i n k  you know t h a t  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you may be c a l l e d  
b e f o r e  one of t h e  congres s iona l  committees,  and more spec i -
f i c a l l y ,  i f  you a r e  c a l l e d  it w i l l  probably be b e f o r e  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  subcommittee of  t h e  House Armed Se rv i ces  Com-
m i t t e e .  Do you have anykhing f u r t h e r ?  

A.  No, s ir .  

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1610 h o u r s ,  2 February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HANCE, W i l m e r  J .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 29 January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT: Aide t o  B r i g a d i e r  General  GALLOWAY from 
25 March 1968 u n t i l  3 November 1968. 

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  jo ined  t h e  196th  L igh t  I n f a n t r y  Brigade 
on 3 November 1967 and s e r v e d  a s  r i f l e  p la toon  l e a d e r  
f o r  t h r e e  and one h a l f  months (pg. 2 ) .  H e  w a s  i n  t h e  
h o s p i t a l  from 29 February u n t i l  23 March (pgs .  3 ,  13) . 
The week o f  h i s  d i s c h a r g e  he was in te rv iewed  t o  be t h e  
a i d e  f o r  Genera l ,  t hen  Colonel ,  GALLOWAY (pg.  13)  . A 
week o r  two l a t e r  he moved t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
a r e a  spending t h e  f i r s t  few weeks on c r u t c h e s  and beginning 
t o  f u n c t i o n  as t h e  G e n e r a l ' s  a i d e  a t  t h e  end o f  A p r i l  
(pg. 1 3 ) .  He r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  on 3 November 
1968 (pgs .  2 ,  3 ) .  A s  General  GALLOWAY'S a i d e  he  w a s  aware 
o f  Task Force Barker  and s a t  i n  on b r i e f i n g s  which concerned 
i t s  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  beginning o f  A p r i l  (pg.  3 ) .  H e  
accompanied General  GALLOWAY t o  LZ D o t t i e  and remembered 
Colonel  BARKER when he  was i n  t h e  11 th  Brigade h e a d q u a r t e r s .  

2 .  HIS KNOWLEDGE OF THE INCIDENT AT MY LAI. 

The w i t n e s s  f i r s t  became aware o f  t h e  body count  i n  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  d a i l y  news l e t t e r  and t h a t  was t h e  on ly  t i m e  
he hea rd  about  it (pg. 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  h e a r  General  GALLOWAY 
d i s c u s s  any o f  t h e  zc t iv i t ies  i n  t h a t  area (pg. 5 ) .  H e  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  a d i s c u s s i o n  between General  GALLOWAY and Colonel  
LEWIS o r  t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  concerning t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  
o f  noncombatants (pg. 6 ) .  H e  w a s  n o t  aware o f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
be ing  conducted by t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  of  a compla in t  concerning 
t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s ,  o f  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  
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between an a v i a t i o n  u n i t  and ground e lements ,  o f  r e p o r t s  
from t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  o f  Son My, o r  o f  a VC propaganda 
concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pgs .  5 - 7 ) .  

3 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The w i t n e s s  drew and exp la ined  a s k e t c h  o f  
t h e  America1 Div i s ion  command b u i l d i n g  which was marked 
a s  E x h i b i t  0-7 (pgs. 8 ,  9 ,  12) . 

b. The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he knew General  KOSTER's 
c l e r k ,  named HERRIS, b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  h i s  f i r s t  name 
(pg. 7) . H e  s t a t e d  he may have t h a t  c l e r k ' s  a d d r e s s  and 
would check and send it  t o  t h e  committee (pg. 8 ) .  

c.  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  e i t h e r  he o r  S p e c i a l i s t  
VANABLE handled t h e  G e n e r a l ' s  papers .  O r d i n a r i l y  he  would 
c l e a r  t h e  papers  from t h e  G e n e r a l ' s  desk ,  t a k i n g  any 
c o n f i d e n t i a l  m a t e r i a l  t o  Se rgean t  SAIMONS and Sergean t  
LOFTIS (pg.  1 0 ) .  This  m a t e r i a l  was normally s t o r e d  i n  
Major BEASLEY's o f f i c e  i n  a s a f e  (pg.  1 2 ) .  

d .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  Major BEASLEY was r e p l a c e d  by 
Major POWELL who was r e p l a c e d  by Major HALLMAN. H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  t h e  f i r s t  names o f  e i t h e r  o f  t h e  replacements  (pg. 11). 

( HANCE ) 2 SUM APP T-265 

FOR OFFICIAL .USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER 

0-7 

DESCRIPTION 
S k e t c h  o f  t h e  l a y o u t  o f  
t h e  G e n e r a l s '  o f f i c e s .  

NOTES 
' W i t  drew and  
d e s c r i b e d  t h e  
s k e t c h .  

PAGES 

8,9 

( HANCE) 3 ' SUM APP T-265 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
.. 
- .-



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0945 hours ,  29 
January 1970. ) 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons a r e  p r e s e n t ,  
LTG PEERS, .MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  next  witness  is  M r .  Wilmer J .  HANCE. 

(MR HANCE w a s  c a l l e d ,  sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  as 
~ Q ~ ~ O W S:) 

RCDR: M r .  HANCE, f o r  t h e  record ,  w i l l  you p lease  s t a t e  
your f u l l  name, occupation and res idence?  

A. WiPmer J. HANCE, computer progranuner t r a i n e e  of 
t h e  Navy Department, 5021 Seminary Road, Alexandria,  Vi rg in ia .  

10: M r .  HANCE, have you had an opportuni ty t o  read 
the  i n s t r u c t i o n s  (Exhibi t  M-5 ) ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Do you have any questions concerning them? 

A. No; sir.  

Q On my l e f t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE. M r .  MACCRATE i s  an 
a t to rney  from New York and he has volunteered h i s  se rv ices  
t o  Secre tary  RESOR t o  a s s i s t  us i n  the  conduct of t h i s  in -  
v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  t o  provide l e g a l  counsel  t o  me and 
o t h e r  members of t h e  inqui ry  team. 

On my r i g h t ,  i s  Colonel AFWiSTRONG, who has been 
des ignated  by t h e  Off ice of Chief of S t a f f  t o  work with 
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and i s  an a s s i s t a n t  on t h i s  team. We 
have o t h e r  groups comparable t o  t h i s  who a r e  t ak ing  t e s t i -  
mony from o t h e r  ind iv idua l s .  I t  w i l l  be my t a sk  t o  assemble 
t h e  r e p o r t ,  t o  weigh the  evidence and determine the  f indings  
and recommendations. For your information we a r e  d i r e c t i n g  
- that  m i l i t a r y  personnel  appearing before  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
n o t  d i scuss  t h e i r  testimony with o t h e r s .  I n  your case ,  of 
course,  s i n c e  you have re tu rned  t o  c i v i l i a n  s t a t u s ,  w e  
cannot any longer  d i r e c t  o r  o rde r  t h a t  you no t  d i scuss  your 
testimony, but  we can reques t  t h a t  you not  d i scuss  your 
testimony with o t h e r s ,  inc luding  any o t h e r s  who may appear 
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. o r  may have appeared b e f o r e  t h i s  i n q u i r y  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  excep t  
of  cou r se ,  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  o r  r eques t ed  t o  do be fo re  
a competent a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. I 
use t hose  t e r m s  because t l l e re  is  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  you may 
be r eques t ed  t o  appear  b e f o r e  one of  t h e  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  com-
mittees. The one most l i k e l y  would be t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  
subcommittee from t h e  House Armed' Se rv i ces  Committee. I f  
you are s o ' r e q u e s t e d ,  your tes t imony and appearance h e r e  would 
i n  no way p rec lude  your  appear ing  b e f o r e  such a l e g i s l a t i v e  
body. 

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  you have been c i t e d  o r  cau t ioned  
by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  ca se  of Uni ted 

' S t a t e , s  v. Cal l ey ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q . The p o s s i b i l i t y  t o  m e  would seem q u i t e  remote b u t  
i n  t h e  even t  t h a t  you are so  cau t ioned  o r  c i t e d ,  your  appea;-
ance and your tes t imony h e r e  would i n  no way change e i t h e r  t h e  
e f f e c t  o r  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of such an o r d e r .  Now do you have any 
q u e s t i o n s  concerning t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  which I have 
provided? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. M r .  HANCE, would you i n d i c a t e  your du ty  assignment
w i t h i n  t h e  Arnerical D iv i s ion ,  i n d i c a t i n g  when you jo ined ,  any 
change of assignment you may have had and t h e  approximate 
d a t e s ,  and when you f i n a l l y  completed your t o u r  w i t h  t h e  d i -
v i s i o n ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I jo ined  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n  approx-
ima te ly  November 3 ,  1967. I w a s  a s s igned  t o  t h e  196th Ligh t  
I n f a n t r y  Brigade i n  which I was a r i f l e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  f o r  
approximately  t h r e e  and a h a l f  months. I w a s  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  
f o r  approximately  one month, t h e  h o s p i t a l  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
area. 

Q .  For  wounds? 

A. Yes, sir.  I became a i d e  t o  B r i g a d i e r  General  
GALLOWAY, approximately  t h e  l a s t  week of  March. I was h i s  
a i d e  f o r  about  7 months up t o  November 3 ,  1968, a t  which 
t i m e  I r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s .  

U n t i l  when, November?Q 
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A .  November 3 .  

Q. The My Lai i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1 9 6 8 ,  as it i s  
now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o ,  became a  mat ter  of pub l i c  knowledge 
about 5 months ago, towaid t h e  end of September o r  e a r l y  
October, through r a d i o ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  newspaper and s o  on. 
Since t h a t  t ime,  have you had any d i scuss ion  w i t h  anybody 
from t h e  America1 Divis ion o r  anyone who may have been 
associa ted .  with t h e  i n c i d e n t  about t h e  i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f ,  
t h e  r e?or t ing  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  o r  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  
i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, s i r .  I haven' t. J u s t  t a l k e d  t h i s  morning 
wi th  some fel low o f f i c e r s  who were t h e r e  a t  t h e  time b u t  
nothing was d iscussed  on t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  j u s t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
we were a l l  h e r e .  

Q. You h a d . l e f t  t h e  196th i n  March'. O f  course 
you i n d i c a t e d  you were i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  f o r  a t ime.  Was t h i s  
.toward t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of February and end of March? 

A. Well, from February 29th u n t i l  March 8 th  and from 
March 9 t h  u n t i l  approximately t h e  l a s t  week i n  March. 

(2. Yes. When were you interviewed f o r  becoming t h e  
a i d e  t o  General GALLOWAY? 

A. I t . w a s  somewhere around March 2 4 t h  o r  25tha  I 
b e l i e v e  it was. somet-ime i n  t h e  l a s t  week a£ March. 

Q. Now as  the  a i d e  t o  General  GALZOTVAY o r  i n  your 
duty w i t h i n  the  196th ,  were you aware of Taslc  Force Barker? 

A. I was aware of Task Force Barker a s  General 
GALLOIrJAY1s a i d e ,  n o t  a s  a  member of  t h e  196th.  

Q = Do you r e c a l l  how you became acquainted wi th  Task 
Force Barker? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  A s  General GALLOWAY~S a i d e ,  I flew i n  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  with him d a i l y ,  and we v i s i t e d  the  var ious  
commands. I s a t  i n  on the  b r i e f i n g s  t h a t  he  a t tended on t h e  
opera t ions  of Task Force Barker,  probably t h e  beginning and 
sometime around t h e  second week of A p r i l ,  approximately. 

Q. Do you remember when Task Force Barker was d i s -  
e s t a b l i s h e d ?  
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A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t .  

8 Well, t he  Task Force was d i s e s t a b l i s h e d  on 9 Apr i l
and companies which were assigned t o  t h e  Task Force re tu rned  
t o  t h e i r  pa ren t  organiza t ions .  You had ev iden t ly  been down 
with him. Had you been down t o  LZ ~ o ' t t i ewith General 
GALLOWAY? 

A. .Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you remember Colonel BARKER? 

A. Yes, s i r .  I remember Colonel BARKER, bu t  I th ink  
t h a t  a t  t h e  time t h a t  I saw him, he was i n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade 
headquarters .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q. Well, t h i s  i s  h igh ly  p o s s i b l e  because a f t e r  t h e  
Task Force was d i s e s t a b l i s h e d ,  he i n  t u r n  became t h e  execut ive  
o f f i c e r  of t h e  br igade.  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q When you were b r i e f e d  on t h e  opera t ion  of Task 
Force Barker,  were you b r i e f e d  with General GALLOWAY? Were 
you b r i e f e d  on t h e  opera t ion  of the  Task Force i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  
which we have on t h i s  blown-up map here?  Notice Quang Ngai 
C i ty ,  down i n  the  lower lef t -hand corner .  To t h e  n o r t h e a s t  
of i t  this genera l  a r e a  of Son My Vi l l age  and i s  t h e  A0 
e x t e n t i o n  which they obta ined  from t h e  ARW t o  opera te  i n  t h i s  
a r e a ,  which we have o u t l i n e d  i n  orange t h e r e .  Were you fa-
m i l i a r  with t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r .  I was f a m i l i a r  w i t h  Task Force Barker 
b u t  I c a n ' t  remember any of t h e  opera t ions  down i n  t h i s  a r e a .  
However, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I was i n  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion .  

Q o Well, t h i s  was t h e  b i g g e s t  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  11th  
Brigade had had up t o  t h a t  t ime. They had never  had a body 
count t h a t  approached 1 0 0  and exceeded 100 somewhat. Maybe 
i n  reading t h e  newspaper and s o  f o r t h ,  you might r e c a l l  t h e  
f i g u r e s  which came out  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  d a i l y  n e w s l e t t e r ,  
which i s  128 enemy K I A ,  two U.S. K I A ,  11 U.S. WIA and 
3 weapons captured. Now do those go t o g e t h e r  i n  any 
sense?  

A. I b e l i e v e  I read t h e  same n e w s l e t t e r  b u t  t h a t  is  
t h e  only time I r.emember hea r ing  about it. - . 
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Q .  I n  t h e  time t h a t  you were a t  D o t t i e ,  o r  any of 

t h e s e  o t h e r  f i r e  bases i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  o r  when you w e r e  down 


' a t  Duc Pho, t h e  headquarters  of  t h e  11th Brigade a t  LZ 
Bronco, d id  you h e a r  o r '  d i d  General GALLOWAY d i s c u s s  any- 
t h i n g  concerning a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  i n  March o r  any-
t h i n g  concerning t h i s  a rea?  

A. No, s ir ,  n o t  t h a t  I remember. When I v i s i t e d  

LZ D o t t i e , .  it was a t  var ious  t imes throughout t h e  t o u r .  

Approximately once a w e e k  w e  made t r i p s  t o  var ious  ba t -  

t a l i o n  f i r e  bases .  In  regards t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t ,  

t h e r e  i s  nothing I could remember. B u t  I have flown over 

j u s t  about t h e  e n t i r e  d i v i s i o n  a r e a  w i t h  General GALLOWAY. 


Q - Now a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime,  General YOUNG was 
the ADC f o r  maneuvers o r  opera t ions ,  I t h i n k ,  and General 
GALLOWAY was respons ib le  p r imar i ly  f o r  t h e  suppor t  a c t i v i t i e s  
and l o g i s t i c  a c t i v i t i e s ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q* So I would assume a g r e a t  p o r t i o n  of h i s  time was 
spen t  a t  Chu Lai  i t s e l f ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q.  Along t h e  LOC's? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q =  While you were w i t h  General GALLOKAY, a t  any time 

during t h i s  pe r iod ,  d i d  you e v e r  h e a r  of  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

be ing  conducted by t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  


A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can remember. 

Q .  Did you h e a r  anything concerning a complaint o r  
an a l l e g a t i o n ,  it could be put  i n  e i t h e r  term, which had 
been made by one of t h e  a v i a t o r s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h e r e  had 
been some unnecessary k i l l i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  

Q - Did you h e a r  t a l k i n g  about a conf ron ta t ion  between 
an Army a v i a t i o n  u n i t  and some of t h e  ground elements? 

A. No, sir .  
. . 
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Did"you go t o  church? 

Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. You know t h e  chapla in  r e a l  we l l ?  

You mean when I was i n  Vietnam? 

Q In  headquar ters  t h e r e  with General GALLONAY. 

A. Sometimes I went t o  church, sometimes I d i d n ' t .  
I knew a l a t e r  chap la in ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  was Colonel DONOVAN 
a t  t h i s  t ime,  I d o n ' t  know. . 
Q. The chapla in  a t  t h a t  t ime was Colonel LEWIS. Do 
you remember Colonel LEWIS t a l k i n g  t o  General GALLOWAY o r  t o  
t h e  chief  of s t a f f  o r  anybody e l s e  concerning p o s s i b l e  
unncessary k i l l i n g  of  noncombatants? 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t .  . 

Q .  Did you e v e r  h e a r  of  a r e p o r t  from one o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e  c h i e f s ,  a c t u a l l y  t h e  v i l l a g e  chief  of Son My, t o  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  ch ief  of Son T i n h ?  Son Tinh i s  t h e  d i s t r i c t  which 
i s  immediately t o  t h e  nor th  of  Quang Ngai C i t y ,  e a s t  and w e s t  
from it,  loca ted  on t h e  map approximately t o  t h e  nor th  of 
Quang Ngai Ci ty .  Did you e v e r  h e a r  of such a r e p o r t  being 
f i l e d ?  

A. No,  s i r .  

Q Was t h e r e  any r e p o r t  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  chief  t o  
t h e  province c h i e f ?  

A.  No, s i r .  

Q Did you ever  h e a r  of any VC propaganda.which may 
have come o u t  i n  broadcas t  form? 

A. No, s i r .  I d i d n ' t .  

Q - It could have come o u t  i n  l e a f l e t  form and a l s o  
t h e r e  a r e  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h e r e  were s logans .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e r e  
may have been armbands o r  des igna t ions  on t h e  uniform, p o s t e r s  
and a l l  forms of propaganda which may have been focused on 
ga in ing  revenge f o r  something t h a t  may have happened i n  Tu 
Cung o r  i n  Son P4y o r  genera l ly  the  a r e a  which we r e f e r .  t o  a s  
P i n k v i l l e ?  
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No, s i r ,  no th ing  t h a t  I can  remember. 

Q. A t  any t ime ,  Cid you e v e r  h e a r  of  any th ing  which 
may have t r a n s p i r e d  which you might say was a comment, 
s t a t e m e n t ,  o r  r u n o r ,  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t  which would cause  
you t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  something unusual  had happened? 

A. . No, s i r .  

Q How c l o s e  d i d  you work w i t h  ~ a j o rBEASLEY and i n  
the c h i e f  of s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e ?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I was, when General  GALLOWAY wasnl t 
around,  more o r  l e s s  under t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  Major BEASLEY 
who had. c o n t r o l  of  a l l  t h e  headqua r t e r s  o f f i c e  personne l .  

. . I f  e v e r  h e  had a n y  r e q u e s t  f o r  work t o  be done,  I ' d  be  one 
o f  t h e  ones t o  do it. . ~ l lof my pe r sonne l ,  a l l  of General  
GALLOWAYis p e r s o n n e l ,  such a s  'the d r i v e r  and h i s  s e c r e t a r y /  
s t enographe r ,  u s u a l l y  remained under thG c o n t r o l  of Major 
BEASLEY. Other t han  t h a t ,  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  work would be 
no th ing  o t h e r  t h a n  t o  s e e  him du r ing  t h e  day. 

Q. You a r e  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  General  
GALLOWAY. Did he have a s t enographe r  t h a t  cou ld  t a k e  s h o r t -
hand and s o  on? 

A. s i r ,  I can t 'remember i f  he could t a k e  . shor thand .  
I f  t h e r e  was any d i c t a t i o n ,  he  might .work on it. 

Q H e  cou ld  t a k e  d i c t a t i o n  though? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  Type it. 

Q. A r e  you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  General  KOSTER's. c l e r k ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I can ' t remember h i s  name b u t .  I was 
f a m i l i a r  w i t h  a l l  t h e  pe r sonne l  t h a t  worked i n  headqua r t e r s  
o f f i c e  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t '  I a r r i v e d .  

Q- Would t h e  name HERRIS come t o  mind? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Do you remember h i s  f i r s t - name by chance? . 

A. No, s i r .  I don1t ,  b u t  I - t a l k e d  . w i t h  him s e v e r a l  
t imes .  
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'MR MACCRATE: Do you happen t o  have a l i s t  of the  personnel  
i n  the  o f f i c e  a t  t h a t  time? 

A.  I could remember them. 

Q. Well, we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  M r .  HERRIS' 
f i r s t  name. 

A. Oh, I ' m  s o r r y ,  I wouldn't  know. , I d i d  have h i s  
address once upon a time i n  Ca l i fo rn ia .  I might have h i s  f i r s t  
name. I d o n ' t  know i f  I s t i l l  have h i s  address o r  not .  

Q Would you check t h a t  when you g e t  home? 

A.  Yes, sir.  

10: Well, i f  you do have h i s  address ,  I wish you'd g e t  
h i s  f u l l  name and so  on. We' ll ask Major LYNN t o  make s u r e  
he knows how t o  g e t  i n  touch with you SG you can provide him 
t h a t  information.  Do you r e c a l l  whether HERRIS was a b l e  t o  
take d i c t a t i o n  o r  no t?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Well, f i r s t ,  would you mind j u s t  s i t t i n g  t h e r e  and 
making a diagram f o r  me about how t h e e o f f i c e s  were organized 
and who was i n  what o f f i c e  and so f o r t h ;  where t h e  two ADC I s  

were, when t h e  commanding genera l  was i n  the  command bu i ld ing ,  
where t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  was and where Major BEASLEY 's. o f f i c e  
was loca ted ,  and a l s o  where t h e  a ides  were loca ted?  

(The witness  made a sketch which was l a t e r  redrawn 
and received i n  evidence a s  Exhib i t  0-7.) 

: A.  The f r o n t  of the  headquarters  was - r i g h t  here  and ' . 

here ,  approximately r i g h t  here ,  coming i n t o  the  door ,  General 
GALLOWAY's o f f i c e ,  something i n  t h i s  manner. General YOUNG'S 
o f f i c e  was r i g h t  next  t o  General GALLOWAY's o f f i c e .  I was 
loca ted  i n  t h i s  genera l  a r e a  r i g h t  here.  

Q I n  t h a t  doorway. 

A .  Well, it was d iv ided  o f f  a t  t h a t  time j u s t  a l i t t l e  
b i t .  Major BEASLEY's o f f i c e  was over  here .  Colonel PARSON, 
who was chief  of s t a f f  a t  t h a t  t ime, was i n  here .  The s teno-
grapher o r  s e c r e t a r y  t y p i s t  f o r  General YOUNG and Colonel 
PARSON were loca ted  i n  he re ,  I b e l i e v e ,  i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n .  
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Lieutenant  WHITE, who was General YOUNG'S a i d e  was loca ted  
. . i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  r i g h t  he re .  

Q .  Now where is ' t h e  main s t r e e t  t h a t  t u r n s  i n  f r o n t  
of t h e  bu i ld ing?  

A. Right h e r e ,  s i r .  

MR MACCRATE: Was t h e r e  a s i d e  en t rance  over here?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  r i g h t  h e r e .  There was. a s t r e e t  going 
up t h i s  way. 

Q And the  c o u r t  house i s  r i g h t  h e r e ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  The s e r g e a n t  m a j o r ' s  house i s  r i g h t  i n  
h e r e  too.  

10: This c a n ' t  be t h e  f r o n t  s t r e e t  i f  t h a t ' s  t h e  g a t e ,  
because t h e  f r o n t  s t r e e t  would be h e r e ,  t h e  b i g  paved road and 
t h i s  would be t h a t  b i g  parking a r e a .  

A. Well, it dep-ends on what you mean by t h e  main 
s t r e e t ,  s i r .  The parking l o t  was r i g h t  h e r e  and t h e  s t r e e t  
comes around t h i s  way. 

MR MACCRATE: Where i s  t h e  men's room i n  your  diagram here?  

A. My desk was r i g h t  i n  h e r e  and t h e  men's room was 
j u s t  around the corner ,  r i g h t  i n  he re .  

Q I know where you s a t .  

10: When you came ' in  t h i s  door ,  was t h e r e  something 
blocking t h i s  o f f .  Is t h i s  Major BEASLEY'S o f f i c e ?  

. . 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q - Colonel PARSON, General KOSTER, General GALLOWAY, 
General YOUNG and then  t h e  a ide  was s o r t  of i n  the middle l i k e  
t h i s  and t h e  c l e r i c a l  personnel? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

& Okay. Now f o r  General GALLOWAY, how were h i s  papers
handled? Who took care  of t h e  papers t h a t  were going i n  and 
o u t  of h i s  o f f i c e ?  
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A. It was e i t h e r  handled by m e  o r  S p e c i a l i s t  VANABLE. 

Q. Well,  would you c l e a r  h i s  desk i n  t h e  evenings  and 
l o c k  up h i s  pape r s?  

A. O r d i n a r i l y ,  t h e  papers  t h a t  I handled were i n  h i s  
i n  box o r  o u t  box. I f  t h e r e  was any c o n f i d e n t i a l  m a t e r i a l ,  
t h a t  would be  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  serg-eant  who handled  t h e  con-
f i d e n t i a l  m a t e r i a l .  

Q. What w a s  h i s  name? 

A. S i r ,  i n  t h e  beg inn ing  I c a n ' t  r e m e m b e r ,  a t  t h e  
end i t  was Se rgean t  SAIMONS, h e  was an E-6. 03 

Q.. How do you s p e l l  h i s  name? 

. Yes, s ir .  

Q. S t a f f  s e r g e a n t .  

A .  And Se rgean t  LOFTIS, who a l s o  handled  General  
GALLOWAY'S typ ing .  A t  va r ious  t i m e s ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e y  changed 
S p e c i a l i s t  VANABLE towards t h e  end  o f  t i m e ,  back t o  one of 
t h e  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s .  Se rgean t  LOFTIS took over  h i s  p l a c e ,  ' 

this was sometime i n  1968. I d o n ' t  remember when. 

Q. A s  t h e  s t enographe r  f o r  ~ e n e r a lGALLOVAY? 

A. .. I c a n ' t  remember i f  he  took shor thand .  But any 
t y p i n g  t h a t  was t o  be  done o r  memos t o  be s e n t  o u t  t o  .com-
manders,  was either handled  by Se rgean t  LOFTIS, o r  S p e c i a l i s t  
VANABLE. If t h e r e  was a l o t  of  work, a t  times S p e c i a l i s t  H I L L  
who was General  YOUNG'S  and Colonel  PARSON'S t y p i s t  o r  c l e r k .  

Q But a s  f a r  a s  you know, t h e  f i r s t  one you can 
r e c a l l ,  h i s  name i s  SAIMONS, E-6 SAIMONS who handled  c l a s s i -
fi e d  m a t e r i a l ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  j u s t  b e f o r e  him, Se rgean t  LOFTIS han-
d l e d  it, and Se rgean t  LOFTIS was changed t o  a d i f f e r e n t  func t ion .  
Se rgean t  LOFTIS probably d i d n '  t g e t  t h e r e  u n t i l  the summer, 
around June o r  J u l y  and b e f o r e  t h a t ,  I c a n '  t remember who 
was i n  charge.  
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&- Who d i d  he work f o r  d i r e c t l y ,  f o r  Major BEASLEY? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  W e l l ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e  i t  could have been 
Major CAMPBELL, I ' m  s o r b ,  Major POmLL who I b e l i e v e  replaced  
Major BEASLEY. 

Q When would t h a t  have been; doe you. know? 

A. . S i r ,  i t  w a s  i n  December. 

It was a t  t h e  end of t h e  summer? 

I presume, sir. 

Q a CAPMBELL--do you remember h i s  f i r s t  name? 

A.  No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  Major POWELL replaced  Major 
BEASLEY and Maj o r  CAMPBELL replaced  Major POWELL. 

Q .. Do you remember t h e  f i r s t  names of e i t h e r  POWELL 
o r  CAMPBELL? 

A. No, s ir .  1 - d o n ' t .  

Q Do you know where CAMPBELL had come from? 

A. I be l i eve  he was i n  t h e  Engineer Corps, b u t  I c a n ' t  
remember. A s .  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  I happened t o  s e e  him down 
s ta i rs  t h i s  morning. 

Q - Major CAMPBELL? 

A. Yes, s ir .  I f  I have h i s  name r i g h t .  So, no, I ' m  
s o r r y .  It i s  Major HALLMAN, H-A-L-L-M-A-N. 

Q So i t  was BEASLEY , POWELL, and HALLMAN., a s  f a r  as . ; 

: you can r e c a l l  but  Major BEASLEY s tayed  t h e r e  sometime i n  . 
Decevber? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t '  know when he l e f t .  H e  was t h e r e  when 
I f i r s t  got  t h e r e .  

Q - Now assuming you had some c l a s s i f i e d  m a t e r i a l  i n  
t h e  evening when General GALLOWX'J had depar ted  and s o  on, how 
was t h a t  handled? Did you p ick  i t  up and c a r r y  i t  i n  o r  d i d  
somebody from t h e  s e c u r i t y  s e c t i o n ,  which I assume t h i s  NCO 
was i n  charge of . r e g i s t r a t i o n  and l q g g i n g  o f  documents and 
s e c u r i t y  and s o  on? . . 
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A .  I would pick i t  up and t a k e  i t  t o  him o r  Major 
BEASLEY o r  t o  Major BEASLEY1s'o f f  i c e  and l e t  Major BEASLEY 
know I was r e t u r n i n g  i t ,  l o t s  c f  time. 

.Q a Where was t h i s  m a t e r i a l  s t o r e d ?  

A. I n  Ma3or BEASLEY1s o f f i c e .  

Q How many s a f e s  d i d  they have i n  t h e r e ,  do you 
r e c a l l ?  

A. S i r ,  I know t h e r e  was a t  l e a s t  one. I don' t re-
c a l l  i f  t h e r e  was another  o r  no t .  

Q Did they keep the  o f f i c e r ' s  m a t e r i a l  s e p a r a t e ,  
one drawer f o r  one o f f i c e r  and s o  on? 

I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .A *  

MR MACCRATE: Where ' i n  your digram, which I have resketched 
t h e r e ,  was Captain DICKENS? Maybe he was a l i e u t e n a n t  a t  t h a t  
time. 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  When I f i r s t  g o t  t h e r e  Lieutenant  D I C K E N S  
had been a t  t h a t  t ime,  Colonel GALLOWAY's a i d e .  Then Lieutenant  
DICKENS moved i n t o  Major BEASLEY' s o f f i c e  which would be i n  
h e r e ,  and he was t h e  jun io r  a i d e  t o  General KOSTER, wa i t ing  
u n t i l  Captain ROBERTS re turned  t o  t h e  S t a t e s .  Then Lieutenant  
D I C K E N S  replaced him a s  General KOSTER's a i d e .  

Q Where d i d  General YOUNG'S a ide  s i t u a t e  h imsel f?  

A. The l a t r i n e  was more o r  l e s s  r i g h t  h e r e ,  be ing  a b l e  
t o  s e e  General YOUNG'S o f f i c e  which was r i g h t  h e r e .  The l a t r i n e  
was r i g h t  h e r e ,  r i g h t  i n  h e r e  was the  s tenographer .  I . b e l i e v e  
S p e c i a l i s t  HILL a t  t h a t  time and Lieutenant  WIIITE's desk was 
probably r i g h t  h e r e  with t h e  doorway t o  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  
back t h i s  way. 

10: Well, we a r e  very a p p r e c i a t i v e  of you coming i n  
M r .  HANCE. You should know t h a t  we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  a l l  t hese  
p ieces  t o g e t h e r ,  s o  we know s p e c i f i c a l l y  what i s  happening i n  
a l l  of t h e s e  p laces .  This diagram ( l a t e r  Exh ib i t  0-7) w i l l  
be h e l p f u l  t o  us t o  know where you s a t  with r e l a t i o n  t o  where 
you worked, with r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  genera l  o f f i c e r s  and t h e  ch ie f  
of s t a f f  and t h e  a s s i s t a n t  ch ief  of s t a f f .  
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Now based upon our  l i n e  of ques t ion ing ,  you may 
have o t h e r  th ings  t h a t  could conceivably come t o  mind. I f  
you do, w s  would a p p r e c i a t e  i t  i f  you would g e t  i n  touch 
wi th  t h i s  o f f i c e  s o  we can t ake  advantage of such. We 
a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  p r imar i ly  i n  any informat ion  of t h e  i n c i d e n t .  
We a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  report i r lg  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  and any 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  r e l a t i v e  t o  i t .  Addi t ional ly  i f  you can th ink  
of any documents you have, may have,  such. a s  memoranda, d i -
r e c t i v e s ,  maps, photographs and so  on which more o r  l e s s  focus 
on  t h i s ,  we would apprec ia te .  knowing about them too .  

. A t  t h i s  time w e ' l l  g ive  you an oppor tuni ty  t o  ask 
any ques t ions  which you may l i k e  t o  ask o r  i f  you would l i k e  
t o  e n t e r  a s ta tement  i n t o  t h e  record.  

A.  S i r ,  I ' l l  j u s t  e n t e r  a s t a t ement  i n t o  the  record.  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  on the  dates '  I h.ave given. I remenher I got  out  
of t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  t h e  br igade  support  h o s p i t a l  f o r  +he 196th 
on approximately March 23rd. I t  was prunahly t h a t  weeM t h a t  
I interviewed w i t h  General GALLOWAY. However, it was pro-
bably n o t  until a week o r  two l a t e r  t h a t  1 moved t o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  a r e a  and I was on c ru tches .  I was 
k i n d  of t ak ing  i t  easy f o r  t h e  f i r s t  couple of  weeks, and 
as  h i s  a i d e  wasn ' t  r e a l l y  funct ioning  i n  f u l l  capacity u n t i l  
t h e  l a s t  of Apr i l ,  I had no knowledge cf t h e  WJ Lai i n c i -
dent  u n t i l  t h e  American public--everyone over  h e r e  d i d .  

9. Well,  we recognize very we l l  'chat i t  i s  very d i f -  
f i c u l t  t o  remember what you d id  s p e c i f i c a l l y  on each day 2 
y e a r s  ago. We a r e  n o t  a t  a l l  t r y i n q  t o  h o l d  you dcwn t o  
s p e c i f i c  days and s o  on b u t  i t  i s  impor tant  t o  know who f i l l e d  
t h e s e  p o s i t i o n s .  We 're 3arnilia.r w i t h  when General GALLDIQAY, 
then  Colonel GALLOWAY joined t h e  b r igade  took over  t h e  l o g i -  
s t i c s  ADC t a sk  fror ,  General YOUNG b7ho t h e n  moved into 
General R I D E R ' S  s l o t  t o  t a k e  over t h e  new ADC. 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1003 h o u r s ,  29 J a ~ u a r y  
1 9 7 0 .) 

(The ske tch  o f  the  America1 ~ i v i s i o n  command bu i l -  
ding provided by MR HANCE was redrawn fo l lowing t h e  r ecess  
and then  received as Exh ib i t  0-7.) . 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HARRINGTON, Wayne C. MAJ 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 3 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Headquarters  Commandant, 
America1 Div i s ion  from 28 J u l y  1968 u n t i l  28 February 1969; 
S5, l l t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade,  from 1 March 1969 u n t i l  
11 May 1969; Commander, 1st B a t t a l i o n  of t h e  20th I n f a n t r y  
from 1 2  May 1969 u n t i l  11 J u l y  1969. 

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE I N C I D E N T  AND THE REPORT. 

The w i tne s s  could  n o t  reca l l  s ee ing  a f i e l d  s a f e  i n  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander's o f f i c e  (pg. 4 ) .  H e  knew nothing 
of an i n c i d e n t  o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pgs.  5 ,  6 ) .  H e  had no 
knowledge of documents being des t royed  p r i o r  t o  an I G  
i n s p e c t i o n  i n  mid-July 1968 (pgs.  6 ,  7 )  . The wi tness  s t a t e d  
t h a t  when he was S5 of t h e  l l t h  ~ r i g a d e ,  he  never rece ived  
a r e q u e s t f o r  in format ion  concerning Task Force Barker o r  
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  (pgs.  8 ,  9 ,  11, 1 2 )  . H e  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  
Colonel CROWE never reques ted  any documents concerning 
Task Force Barker (pgs.  11, 12) . 
2 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

Persons  spoken t o  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

The w i tne s s  had spoken t o  a Major COX and a Major 
MELTON about  the My Lai i n c i d e n t .  either had any knowledge 
of t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  (pg. 3 ) .  COX d i d  mention t h a t  a sought  
a f t e r  r e p o r t  had been found i n  h i s  s a f e  when he se rved  a s  
S2 of t h e  b r igade  (pgs.  1 2 ,  13) . 
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The w i t n e s s '  p r e d e c e s s o r s  and s u c c e s s o r s .  

The w i t n e s s  r e p l a c e d  a Colonel  CHAPMAN a s  
commanding o f f i c e r  of 1/20 (pg.  2 ) .  He fo l lowed a Major 
Char les  BRYCE a s  America1 headquar te r s  commandant (pg.  3 ) ,  
and a Major Russe l  COX a s  S5 a t  t h e  l l t h  Br igade  (pg.  3 ) .  

c. Pe r sonne l  i n  t h e  l l t h  Br i sade  s t a f f .  

I n  A p r i l  and May 1969 Major HAYDEN se rved  a s  S1, 
Major COX a s  S2, Major BOYTON a s  S3, t h e  w i t n e s s  a s  S5, 
Colonel  CROWE a s  XO, and Colonel  TREADWELL a s  CO (pg.  1 0 )  . 
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E X H I B I T S  

E X I I I B I T  
NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  NOTES PAGES 

1
I n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  w i t n e s s  R e a d  by w i t n e s s .  
W i t  could  n o t  re-

HENDERSON' R e p o r t  I call. I 11 
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(The h e a r i n g  recoi~veneda t  1005 h o u r s ,  3 February 
1970.) 

I 0  : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named person's a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN.  . 

. S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w i t n e s s  is Major Wayne C .  HARRINGTON. 

(MAJ HARRINGTON was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  :) 

Major HARRINGTON, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  Would you p l e a s e  
s t a t e  your. f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, o rgan i -
z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A. Wayne C :HARRINGTON , Major,  , O f f i c e  of 
t h e  DCSOPS , Headquar ters  USAREUR, APO 09 40 3 .  

I0 : Major HARRINGTON, on my l e f t  i s  M r .  Robert  MACCRATE. 
H e  i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who has  vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  
S e c r e t a r y  RESOR t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  H e  a l s o  s e r v e s  as 
l e g a l  counse l  t o  me and o t h e r  members of  the i n q u i r y  team. 
On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel  ARMSTRONG, an Army c o l o n e l  des igna t ed  
by General  WESTMORELAND and his  o f f i c e  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  i n  t h i s  
i n q u i r y .  Aside from myse l f ,  b o t h  M r .  MACCRATE and Colonel  
ARMSTRONG may addres s  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you h e r e  t h i s  morning. I 
should  t e l l  you w e  have o t h e r  groups such a s  t h i s  t h a t  a r e  
l i k e w i s e  t a k i n g  tes t imony.  When we f i n a l l y ' w r a p  it up,  it 
w i l l  be  my job t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a r e p o r t ,  weigh t h e  ev idence ,  
and t o  de te rmine  t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. Have you 
had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r ead  the i n s t r u c t i o n s  ( E x h i b i t  M-57)? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I d i d .  

Q Do you unders tand  them o r ,  do 'you have . Bny question's?. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I unders tand  them. 

Q Major HARRINGTON, would you i n d i c a t e  your  duty  as-
signment w i t h i n  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  when you jo ined  t h e  
d i v i s i o n ,  any change of assignment t h a t  you may have had ,  and 
when you t e rmina t ed  your s e r v i c e ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam 21 J u l y  1968 and 
I t h i n k  I a r r i v e d  a t  the .Amer ica1  D i v i s i o n  t h e  23rd  o r  24 th .  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of t h e  e x a c t  -late. I took o v e r  a s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
commandant 28 o r  29 J u l y .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  o f  t h e  e x a c t  d a t e .  I 
remained t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  commandant u n t i l  abou t  28 February  
1969,  a t  which t i m e  I went down t o  t h e  l l t h  Br igade  as t h e  
b r i g a d e  S5 u n t i l  1 2  May 1969,  a t  which t i m e  I became t h e  com-
manding o f f i c e r  of t h e  1 / 2 0  u n t i l ,  I b e l i e v e  it was 11 J u l y .  

Q And how long  d i d  you remain i n  command o f  t h a t ?  

A. Two months, s i r ,  l a c k i n g  one day. 

Q Who d i d  you r e p l a c e ?  T h i s  w a s  i n  1969? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I r e p l a c e d  a Colonel  CHAPMAN,. H e  was 
the b a t t a l i o n  commander b e f o r e  m e .  

Q Who was t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  comn:mdant b e f o r e  you 
a r r i v e d  i n  J u l y  1968? 

A.  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  o f  h i s  name. H e  was an armor 
o f f i c e r .  H e  went up a s  t h e  S3 of t h e  196 th  a f t e r  t h a t ,  I 
b e l i e v e ,  when he  l e f t  t h e r e ,  b u t  I can1t t h i n k  of  h i s  name. 
I can p i c t u r e  him, b u t  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  h i s  name o f fhand .  
BRYCE, Cha r l e s  BRYCE. 

Major? . . 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And when you l e f t  i n  Feb rua ry ,  who r e l i e v e d  you? 

A .  S i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. H e  came up from 
one o f  t h e  b a t t a l i o n s  of t h e  l l t h  B r i g a d e , .  I know . t h a t .  

Q What p o s i t i o n  had h e  had? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he  was XO o f  t h e  3/1. 

Q And t h a t  would be  a t  t h e  end of  February?  

Y e s ,  s i r .  
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Q Who would have been t h e  S5 of t h e  11th  Brigade 
p r i o r  t o  your t a k i n g  over t h e  job? 

A .  Major Russe.1 'COX. 

Q Major Russel COX? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q And who succeeded you? 

A. When I l e f t  t o  t a k e  over  t h e  ba t ' t a l ion ,  nobody 
immediately. The next day o r  two I t h i n k  they  brought i n  an-
o t h e r  major who had j u s t  Seen assigned t o  t h e  br igade .  He 
was s o r t  of working s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t s  f o r  t h e  S3, I t h i n k ,  
on defense of t h e  f i r e  base a t  t h a t  t ime.  He took over ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. 

Q a 
The so-cal led My Lai i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968 

became a mat ter  of pub l i c  knowledge i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of 
. September and October of l a s t  year  th roug ;~r a d i o ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  
and o t h e r  media. Since t h a t  time have you had any conversa t ions  
wi th  anybody from t h e  d i v i s i o n  o r  t h e  br igade  concerning what 
may have happened a t  My Ea i ,  concerning t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of any 
such i n c i d e n t  o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of any such i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I j u s t  t a l k e d  t o  Major MXLTON. He was t h e  a d j u t a n t  
of t h e  br igade  when I went down as  t h e  S5, and I t a l k e d  t o  
Major COX. I 've  know Major COX s i n c e  way back i n  1959, bu t  
nothing o t h e r  than  what I ' v e  t a l k e d  t o  him t h i s  morning. Major 
MELTON d i d n ' t  know anything, and it r e a l l y  s u r p r i s e d  us.  when 
t h i s  t h i n g  came o u t ,  because we h a d n ' t  r e a l l y  heard anything 
about it p r i o r  t o  t h a t  time. In  f a c t ,  it kind  of s u r p r i s e d  
me. 

Q Now, going back t o  t h e  t ime when you were headquar ters  
commandant, do you remember a f i e l d  s a f e  being i n . t h e  o f f i c e  of 
t h e  commanding genera l .  

A. S i r ,  I ' m  n o t . p o s i t i v e .  I ' v e  been i n  h i s  o f f i c e  a 
couple of t imes.  The only t h i n g  I can r e a l l y  remember i n  
t h e r e  was t h e  secure  communications system he  had by h i s  desk. 

Q Were' you respons ib le  f o r  p u t t i n g  i n  t h a t  "secure"? 
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A. No, s ir .  

Q. ' Well I unders tand  t h a t ,  b u t  I mean making way f o r  
it. 

A. No, s i r ,  I w a s n ' t .  The communications people  d i d  
t h a t ,  s 2 r .  The on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  I know i s  it  was p u t  i n  t h e r e .  

Q . W e  unders tand t h a t  where t h e  s e c u r e  communications 
i s  l o c a t e d  i s  where t h e  f i e l d  s a f e  had p r e v i o u s l y  been l o c a t e d .  

A .  S i r ,  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  of it.  I on ly  remember going 
i n  General  GETTYS' o f f i c e  about once o r  tw ice .  I d o n ' t  re-
member e x a c t l y  where t h e  f i e l d  s a f e  was. 

Q General  GETTYS was i n  command a l l  du r ing  t h e  t ime  
you were t h e r e  a t  t h e  headqua r t e r s?  C. 

Go 
Yes, s i r .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember happening tc .  p i ck  up one of  
t h e s e  f i e l d  s a f e s ,  o r  what you d i d  wi th  i t ,  o r  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  
it open o r  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  . . 

No, s i r .  

Q. When you were t h e r e  i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s  and you 
were h e a d q d r t e r s  commandant,, i f  you were l i k e  a l l  o t h e r  
headqua r t e r s  comniandants you were probably s t i c k i n g  your  nose  
i n  everybody 's  b u s i n e s s ,  which you have t o  d o ' i n  o r d e r  t o  do 
your  job. You have t o  know a l i t t l e  b i t  about  e v e r y t h i n g  
t h a t ' s  going on. Did you e v e r  h e a r  of  a r e p o r t  which was' 
supposed t o  have come from a war ran t  o f f i c e r ,  r e p o r t i n g  through 
h i s  own command channe ls ,  t h a t  down i n  t h i s  a r e a  of Son My, 
My L a i ,  P i n k v i l l e ,  t h a t  Task Force  Barker may have k i l l e d  un-
n e c e s s a r i l y  some c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  day,  about t h e  middle of  March 
1 9 6 8 ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t .  I went t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  a t  
5 o ' c l o c k  every  a f t e r n o o n . .  Usual ly  it j u s t  summed up t h e  
d a i l y  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  about  as c l o s e  a s  I g o t  
t o  a c t u a l  o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about whether you hea rd  i f  o f f i c i a l l y  
o r  no t .  
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A. I hadn ' t hea rd  it u n o f f i c i a l l y  e i t h e r .  

* Q'* Did you e v e r  h e a r  of  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  which took  
p l a c e  between one of t h e  . a v i a t i o n  e lements  and one of t h e  
ground u n i t s ,  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where one e lement  had machineguns 
t r a i n e d  on t h e  o t h e r ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q 0 Did you know Capta in  MEDINA? 

A. No, sir.  

Q I n  t h e  headqua r t e r s  t h e r e ?  

A. Wel l ,  when I f i r s t  hea rd  h i s  name, I thought  I 
might have known him. When I s a w  h i s  p i c t u r e ,  I d i d n ' t  recog-
n i z e  him. I might have seen him, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t .  A s  
I s a y ,  when I f i r s t  saw h i s  name i n  t h e  paper  I thought  I might 
have known him. 

Q. Well ,  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  h e  was one of  t h e  G 3  
b r i e f e r s  f o r  headqua r t e r s  of t h e  America1 . Div i s ion .  

A. Maybe t h a t ' s  where I recognize  t h e  name. But when 
I s a w  him i n  t h e  pape r ,  maybe h e  had grown a l i t t l e  t h i c k e r  
o r  something. I remember a c o l o r e d  o f f i c e r  who used t o  b r i e f ,  
and I wou ldn ' t  even know h i s  name. They changed o f f  every  s o  
o f t e n ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l  him. 

Q You never  hea rd  anyth ing  about  M E D I N A ,  about  him 
k i l l i n g  a woman o r  anyth ing  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e ?  

.A. No, s ir .  

9 Did you e v e r  h e a r  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  con-
duc ted  on t h e  U.S. s i d e  about  anyth ing  t h a t  may have happened ' 

down i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A.  The only t h i n g  tha t  I know i s  when I sa t  on a gene-
r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l .  I t h i n k  t h e  people  were o u t  of  t h e  1st Cav, 
where a SP5 w a s  accused of murder and r ape  o f  a Vietnamese 
woman. There were two people  accused,  and I w a s  cha l lenged  
o f f  p re -emptor i ly .  That  w a s  a g e n e r a l  c o u r t .  I w a s  a member 
of t h e  board.  And t h e  second one ,  the f i r s t  boy,  I d o n ' t  
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. r e c a l l  h i s  name, o r  t h e  second one e i t h e r ,  e x c e p t  I know on 
t h e  second one I s a t  through t h e  f u l l  c o u r t .  I b e l i e v e  one 
of t h e  u n i t s  was i n  t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  when it happened.
hat's t h e  only  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  I knew of where t h e r e  was k i l -
l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ,  a l l e g e d  O r  any th ing  of t h i s  n a t u r e .  

Q. The f i r s t  one y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about ,  d i d  t h a t  t a k e  
p l a c e  some t ime i n  about August,  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f  hav ing  
t aken  p l a c e  and be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d  i n  June ,  s t a r t i n g  i n  June? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  e x a c t  d a t e s  t h a t  t h e  people  
w e r e  accused o f ,  o r  t h e  t ime frame of  it. I do remember t h a t  
t h e  one SP5 was i n  t h e  1st of t h e  1st Cav. Exact  l o c a t i o n  
I d o n ' t  know. It was t h e  name of a v i l l a q e .  That  was a l l  I-
r e c a l l .  

Q. Do you know t h e  name o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, s i r .  I j u s t  know they  c a l l e d  it one o f  t h e  a 
v i l l a g e  names. 

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  of  an i n v e s t i G a t i o n  be ing  made 
by t h e  government of  South Vietnam o r  by t h e  ARVN on some-
t h i n g  t h a t  may have t a k e n  p l a c e  h e r e ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  of  any VC propaganda which may 
have been focused on t h i s  a r e a  i n  terms of b r o a d c a s t s  o r  l e a f -
l e t s  o r  s l o g a n s ,  p o s t e r s ,  any th ing  of t h i s  nat .ure? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q When you were t h e  headqua r t e r s  commandant, d i d  you
have an IG i n s p e c t i o n  about  t h a t  . t ime? 

A. We had one j u s t  p r i o r  t o  my assuming t h e  headqua r t e r s  . 
commandant 's d u t i e s .  

Q. That  would have been i n  e a r l y  o r  mid-July? 

A.  I t  was around t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of J u l y  o r  t h e  end of 
June .  

Q Had t h e r e  been o r  do you know whether  t h e r e  had been 
a ,  you might s a y ,  a c l e a n s i n g  of t h e  f i l e s  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

(HARRINGTON) 6 - . APP ~ . - - 3 0 4  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


, . . . 	 . , 

A. There was none t o  my knowledge. 

' 	 -9- Well, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about papers be ing  destroyed t h a t  
weren ' t  r equ i red ,  r e t i r i n g  o t h e r  papers ,  documents? 

A. No, s ir .  Not t h a t  I know o f .  

Q. Did t h i s  ever  happen dur ing  t h e  t ime you were head- 
q u a r t e r s  c~mrnandant, t o  your knowledge? 

A.  No, s i r ,  o t h e r  than th ings  t h a t  were outdated,  S O I ' s ,  
t h i n g s  of t h i s  na ture .  Tha t ' s  about a l l  I kep t  i n  my s a f e ,  my 
s a r e  i n  my o f f i c e .  

Q.  Where was your o f f i c e  loca ted?  

A. When I f i r s t  came i n t o  Chu Lai ,  they had my o f f i c e  
down on t h e  paraae grounds which i s  now t h e  I G  o f f i c e .  That 
used t o  be t h e  o l d  heaaquar ters  commandant's o f f l c e .  My of- 
f i c e  moved over  across  t h e  s t r e e t  i n  headquar ters  company, b e t -  
ween t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquarters  and t h e  33-g genera tor  shed, to-
ward DIVARTY going nor tn .  

MR MACCRATE: I b e l i e v e -  you became the  b r igade  S5 a t  the  end 
of February 1969? 

A. Well, when I l e f t  t h e  headquar ters  commandant's 
o f f i c e  I went on K & R  t o  Taiwan. I came back about t h e  8 th .  
I th ink  it was' t h e  9 t h  o r  lOth t h a t  I ' ac tua l ly  became the  
br igade  S5. 

fl. A f t e r  you became t h e  br igade  S5, do you ever  r e c a l l  
r ece iv ing  a r e q u e s t  t o  search  your f i l e s  f o r  some m a t e r i a l  
t h a t  was being sought r e l a t l n g  t o  Task Force Barker? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q e  	 o r  ~a~ 1 9 6 9 .This would be along around ~ ~ r i l  

A. No, sir.  

Q .  You were 	a t  Duc Pho? 

A. Yes,. s ir .  
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. Q- . I n  t h i s  t i m e  frame? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

You were t h e  S5? 

T h a t t  s r i g h t .  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f . t a l k i n g  w i t h  Major 
COX about  a s e a r c h  t h a t  w a s  going on t o  l o c a t e  a r e p o r t  of i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  it a t  a l l .  

Q No one ever spoke t o  you about  t h i s ?  

A. No, s ir .  The f i r s t  I had hea rd  of t h e  My L a i  i n -
c i d e n t  was when it came o u t  i n  t h e  newspaper. 

Q You keep t a l k i n g  about t h e  My Lhi i n c i d e n t .  For-
g e t  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  were you asked,  
back i n  t h i s  t ime frame, t o  look through your  f i l e s  t o  s e e  
what  you could f i n d  r e l a t i n g  t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of Task Force  
Barker?  

A. No, s i r ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  anyone e v e r  a s k i n g  me 
about  Task Force ,Barker  o r  a r e p o r t .  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  be ing  asked f o r  
what you had i n  your f i l e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  a r e p o r t  on c i v i 1 i . m  
c a s u a l t i e s  i n  t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  a r e a  o r  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r ea?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  The o n l y  r e p o r t  t h a t  I know 
t h a t  somebody was looking  f o r  was a couple  of e n g i n e e r s  had 
a l l e g e d l y  s h o t  a couple  of c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies  o u t  
t h e r e  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  a mine i n c i d e n t  which happened j u s t  
n o r t h  of Duc Pho. This  i s  t h e  on ly  r e p o r t  I e v e r  remember some-
body looking  f o r .  This  was on ly  t o  pay t h e  f ami ly  a s o l a t i u m ,  
which they  didn t c la im through  t h e  Quang Ngai Province c h i e f .  

Q . Were you on R&R a t  any t ime du r ing  A p r i l  and May 
1 9 6 9 ?  
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A. No, s ir .  

Q 0 You were a t  Du: Pho through t h a t  p e r i o d ?  

A. When I came back from R&R I was a t  Duc Pho s t r a i g h t  
through e x c e p t  maybe f o r  a couple  of  v i s i t s  t o  d i v i s i o n  head-
q u a r t e r s  f o r  a day o r  two t o  p ick  up t h e  s o l a t i u m  money. 

Q During A p r i l  and May 1969 was Co,lonel CROWE t h e  
execu t ive  o f f i c e r  of t h e  b r igade?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. And you have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  Colonel  CROWE ask-
i n g  you t o  examine your f i l e s  t o  s e e  i f  you can l o c a t e  a re-
p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, s ir .  I s u r e  dor i ' t .  

I0 : L e t  m e  p u t  it a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  way which may s t i c k  
i n  your  mind a l i t t l e  clearer. Colonel  CROWE l e a v e s  no doubt 
i n  anybody's mind t h a t  he assembled.  t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  people  and 
t o l d  them t h a t  t hey  were looking  f o r  some pape r s  which were 
r e q u i r e d  by t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  b u t  had been asked f o r  by 
t h e  I G  of  Headquar te rs ,  USARV. Now, does t h a t  r i n g  a b e l l ?  

A. I remember t h e  I G  from USARV came up. 

Q a W e l l ,  he  d i d n ' t  come up j u s t  t o  t a l k  t o  you., you 
know. 

A. Well h.e t a l k e d  most ly  t o  t h e  people  a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  and I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  what he had. Son 
My o r  P i n k v i l l e  o r  My L a i ,  I d o n ' t  connect  t h a t  wi th  what he  
came up f o r .  I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  e x a c t l y  what h e  came 
up f o r .  

MR MACCRATE: P r i o r  t o  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I b e l i e v e  you were t h ink -
i n g  o f  when t h e  I G  from MACV o r  USARV came t o  Son Tinh D i s t -
r i c t  and t o  Quang Ngai Province ,  d i d  you n o t  r e c e i v e  such an 
i n q u i r y  t h a t  came t o  t h e  b r igade  a f t e r  t h e  IG from USARV had 
been up t o  Chu La i?  Does t h i s  beg in  t o  r i n g  any b e l l ?  
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A. I do remember a p a ~ e rfrom t h e  -1G a t  USARV. I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  what it was i n  connec t ion  w i t h .  It s t i c k s  i n  
my mind t h a t  it was something t o  do wi th  t h e  e n g i n e e r s ,  n o t  
t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  I ' m  t a l k i n g  abou t ,  b u t  it d o e s n ' t  
j ogg le  my mind e x a c t l y  what it was. But i t  d o e s n ' t  r i n g  a 
b e l l  w i t h  me t h a t  it was e s s o c i a t e d  wi th  Son My D i s t r i c t  o r  
any th ing  of t h i s  n a t u r e .  I t  had t o  do something w i t h  t h e  DUC 
Pho D i s t r i c t ,  because I know t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who came up, and 
I d o n ' t  even know who it w a s .  I b e l i e v e  it w a s  a major from 
USARV had gone down and t a l k e d  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  peop le ,  I be-
l i e v e ,  a t  some l e n g t h ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  and t h e  d i s t r i c t  
a d v i s o r  i n  t h e  Duc Pho D i s t r i c t .  

I 

Q I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  m a t t e r ,  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  
t h e  USARV I G  was Colonel  WHITAKER. We have no  . i n d i c a t i d n  
t h a t  Colonel  W I T A K E R  a c t u a l l y  came down t o  Duc Pho, b u t  
Colonel  HOWARD, t h e n  t h e  I G  of t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  w e  unders tand ,  
d i d  f rom- t ime  t o  t ime  come down t o  Duc Pho. 

A. A s  I s a y ,  I do n o t  r e c o l l e c t  it. 

(10 withdrew from t h e  h e a r i n q  a t  1030 hour s . )  

Q. Now, du r ing  this t ime frame of A p r i l  and May 1969, 
t h e  S1 was Major HAYDEN?- Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I t h i n k  Major MELTON w a s  S1--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  U n t i l  t h e  end of March. He was r e -
p l aced  by Majox HAYDEN. And t h e  S2?  

Was Major COX. 

And t h e  S 3 ?  

A.  Was Major BOYTON. 

.Q And you were t h e  S5? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q And Colonel  CROYE was t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r ,  and 
Colonel  TREADWELL was t h e  commanding o f f i c e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  
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. Q - I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you E x h i b i t  R-1 ,  which w a s  o b t a i n e d ,  
from t h e  11 th  Brigade du r ing  t h i s  pe r iod .  You w i l l  s e e  t h a t  
i t ' s  a t r u e  copy, c e r t i f i e d  by Major COX, and akk you i f  t h i s  
d o e s n ' t  r e f r e s h  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  about  a s e a r c h  t h a t  was 
made i n  t h e  f i l e s  of t h e ' b r i g a d e  a long  i n  A p r i l  o r  May 1969? 

A. I don1t remember t h e  r e p o r t .  

Q Do you remember any q u e s t i o n s  be ing  addressed  t o  
you by Colonel  CROWE ask ing  you t o  look i n  your f i l e s  t o  s e e  
i f  you could  l o c a t e  such a r e p o r t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  it t o  t e l l  you t h e  t r u t h ,  I r e a l l y  
d o n ' t .  

Q. The cu r ious  a s p e c t  of t h i s  i s  t h a t  t h o s e  who w e r e  
s e r v i n g  wi th  you a t  t h e  t i m e ,  some of  them a c t u a l l y  thought  
t h a t  t h i s  r e p o r t  had been found by you i n  t h e  S5 o f f i c e .  We 
have s i n c e  a s c e r t a i n e d  t h a t  t h a t  was n o t  t h e  c a s e ,  b u t  t h a t  
it was found i n  t h e  S2 o f f i c e .  But i n  t h e  l i g h t  of t h e  t e s -
timony t h a t  we have a l r e a d y  had from t h o s e  s e r v i n g  w i t h  you,  
it i s  r e a l l y  q u i t e  unexpected t h a t  you hcve no r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  t h i s  document. 

A. I j u s t  d o n t t . e v e r  remember s e a r c h i n g  f o r  any par-
t i c u l a r  document o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q Colonel  CROWE exp la ined  t h a t  it wasn' t found a t  
f i r s t ,  and he  a t t r i b u t e d  t h i s  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  had been 
looking  through you presumably i n  t h e  ~5 o f f i c e  r a t h e r  t h a n  
i n  t h e  S2 o f f i c e .  And it w a s  Major WHITE'S r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  
it had been found i n  t h e  S5 o f f i c e ,  i n d i c a t i n g  an awareness 
t h a t  a t  l e a s t  t h e r e  were q u e r i e s  be ing  made and t h a t  t hey  
thought  a s e a r c h  was be ing  made t h e r e .  

A. I j u s t  don ' t  remember them e v e r  a s k i n g  f o r  t h i s  
t h i n g .  I d o n t t  remember e v e r  t e a r i n g  t h e  o f f i c e  a p a r t  looking  
f o r  any r e p o r t .  T h a t ' s  why it k ind  of s u r p r i s e d  me when you 
asked m e  i f  I had heard  about a r e p o r t  and I h a d n ' t .  

(HARRINGTON ) 11 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-304 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

COL ARMSTRONG: Major HARRINGTON, d i d  you have an a s s i s t a n t ?  

A, Y e s ,  I d i d ,  a l i e u t e n a n t .  You d o n ' t  have a r o s t e r  
of  t h e  b r i g a d e  do you? I d o n ' t  know what h i s  name was. 

Q What about  an pera at ions s e r g e a n t  o r  chief.NCO? 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I d i d .  I had an NCO t h a t  worked t h e r e .  
I d o n t t  remember h i s  name. Ac tua l ly  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  was t h e  
PSYOP o f f i c e r  of t h e  b r igade .  I can p i c t u r e  bo th  of them, 
b u t  I c a n ' t  remember t h e i r  names offhand.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  
them e v e r  a sk ing  f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  r e p o r t .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  
r e c a l l  when Colonel  CROWE would have asked m e .  A s  I s a y ,  h e  
could have asked m e  and it d i d n ' t  s t r i k e  me as knowing any-
t h i n g  about i t ,  and I s a i d  no,  because Son My w a s  o u t  of ou r  
a r e a .  I would imagine,  j u s t  s p e c u l a t i n g ,  my immediate re-
a c t i o n  would have been,  "That w a s n ' t  i n  ou r  a r e a . "  

Q W e l l ,  it had been t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade.  

A.  Back a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  r i g h t .  But I j u s t  don' t r e -
member him ask ing  m e  f o r  t h i s  r e p o r t .  Ii  h e  r e a l l y  remem-
b e r s  a sk ing  m e ,  I d o n ' t  remember it. I say  h e  could  have 
asked m e ,  b u t  I j u s t  d o n t t  remember looking  f o r  any p a r t i c u -
l a r  r e p o r t .  I remember - s ea rch ing  t h e  f i l e s  f o r  t h e  i n c i -
d e n t  where t h e  family  had w r i t t e n  t o  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  ask-
i n g  f o r  s o l a t i u m  f o r  t h e i r  two sons  because t h e  e n g i n e e r s  
had a t r u c k  blown up and they  were k i l l e d  i n  t h e  r i c e  padd ie s ,  
and I looked f o r  a r e p o r t  on t h a t  b u t  never  found anyth ing .  

Q When d i d  you speak w i t h  Major COX about  what has  
been c a l l e d  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t ?  You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had 
had conve r sa t ions  w i t h  him. 

A. I c a l l e d  him on t h e  phone l a s t  n i g h t .  

Q You had n o t  spoken w i t h  him p r i o r  t o  t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, s i r .  H e  was s t i l l  i n  Vietnam when I l e f t .  I 
went from Vietnam s t r a i g h t  t o  Germany. 

Q Did he  a l l u d e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he  knew about  such 
a r e p o r t ?  

A .  Yes, s i r ,  he  d i d .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  e v e r  be ing  asked 
t o  look f o r  it. 

Q What d i d  he t e l l  you about t h e  r e p o r t ?  
. . 
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A. H e  s a i d  they were looking f o r  a . r epor t  and it was 
found i n  h i s  s a f e .  T h a t ' s  a l l .  

Q Do you remember Sergeant GERBERDING? 

Sergeant GERBERDING. 

Q b  G-E-R-B-E-R-D-I-N-G. He was t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e r -
geant  who may have l e f t  j u s t  about t h e  t ime you a r r i v e d .  
Do you remember Sergeant CAMELL? 

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Sergeant CAMELL o r  Ma-
jo r  HAYDEN o r  Major COX o r  Major WHITE involved i n  a search  
f o r  a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON had in-
d i c a t e d  could be found i n  br igade?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember it. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t .  I t  seems 
l i k e  I should have i f  they had a g r e a t  b i g  search  f o r  it, bu t  
I d o n ' t  xemember any b i g  search  for a r e p o r t .  And a s  I say ,  
on t h i s  I G  t h i n g ,  I d o n ' t  remember what t h e . I G  came down f o r  
from USARV. 

Q - Now, you became t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander of t h e  1 / 2 0  
i n  J u l y  1969. 

A. No, I l e f t  t h e r e  i n  Ju ly .1969.  I took over  t h e  
- b a t t a l i o n  1 2  May. 

Q 1 2  May? This maybe exp la ins  why you would n o t  
know about t h i s  search  of br igade .  You l e f t  br igade  1 2  o r  
11 of May. 

A. 1 2  o r  11 May, one of those  2 days. T h a t ' s  when I 
took over t h e  1 / 2 0 .  

Q . This i s  h e l p f u l  t o  us i n  a sense ,  because your com-
p l e t e  void of information here  sugges ts  t h a t  any inqu i ry  of 
t h e  br igade only came a f t e r  you depar ted ,  and t h i s  may be t h e  
explanat ion  t h a t  you have no r e c o l l e c t i o n . .  Now, who took your 
p lace  a s  t h e  br igade S5? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h e  ma jo r ' s  name. He j u s t  came 
i n  and had j u s t  f i n i s h e d  a c a r e e r  course ,  I remember, and he 
took over  s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t s .  I th ink  he was working on a de-
fense  of t h e  f i r e  base of a l l  t h e  11th Brigade. They had 
a l i t t l e  opera t ions  cen te r  t h e r e  up on t o p  of t h e  h i l l  where 
they maintained communications with t h e  bunkers around t h e  
f i r e  base.  Then when I unexpectedly went up t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
and took over ,  
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lie came down t h e  nex t  day o r  two and took ove r  my job.  But I 
d o n ' t  remember what h i s  name was. I know I t a l k e d  t o  him 
s e v e r a l  t imes ,  b u t  I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

Q During t h e  pe r iod  t h a t  you w e r e  commanding o f f i c e r  
of  1 / 2 0 ,  d i d  you a t  any t ime h e a r  t h a t  a company was t h e  
s u b j e c t  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. NO,  sir.  I s u r e  d i d n ' t .  

9 . Major HARRINGTON, we a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming i n  t o  
s e e  us .  We have had i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  you might have some of  
t h e  in format ion  t h a t  w e  a r e  s eek ing ,  b u t  we, i n  t h i s  s e a r c h ,  
have t o  e s t a b l i s h  some n e g a t i v e s  a s  w e l l  a s  some a f f i r m a t i v e s .  
And it appears  t o  me t h a t  you have e s t a b l i s h e d  some n e g a t i v e s  
f o r  us a s  t o  what d i d  no t  t a k e  p l a c e .  And t h i s  has  been he lp -
f u l  t o  us .  I f  you have any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  
d i r e c t  t o  us o r  any s t a t emen t  you would l i k e  t o  make f o r  t h e  
r eco rd ,  we'd be happy i f  you d i d  s o  a t  t h i s  t ime .  

A. I have no p a r t i c u l a r  q u e s t i o n s .  I ' l l  j u s t  say  i f  
somebody had s a i d  something about t h i s  b e f o r e ,  I d o n ' t  r e -
c o l l e c t  e v e r  looking  f o r  any p a r t i c u l a r  r e p o r t  w i th  any b i g  
urgency on o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  I t  j u s t  s o r t  of  s t r u c k  me 
co ld .  You g e t  asked a l o t  of questions f o r  t h i s  and t h a t  and 
p i e c e s  of paper  h e r e  and t h e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  e v e r  r e c o l l e c t  
t h i s .  F i r s t  I ' e v e r  even hea rd  of t h i s  ' t h i n g  was when it was 
b l a s t e d  i n  t h e  papers .  I ' m  a s  anxious  a s  everybody e l s e ,  I 
guess ,  t o  f i n d  o u t  what d i d  happen because hav ing  had t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  f o r  a wh i l e ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  f i n d  G I ' s  doing t h a t ,  
t h a t ' s  a l l .  I have a l o t  of  conf idence i n  t h e  American 
s o l d i e r s  t o  do a good job. 

COL ARMSTRONG: You're reminded, Major HARRINGTON t h a t  you 
a r e  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  wi th  anybody excep t  from an o f f i c i a l  
s t a n d p o i n t ,  i n  f r o n t  of an o f f i c i a l  body making an i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n .  The f a c t  t h a t  you appeared b e f o r e  t h i s  board i s  b e s t  
k e p t  under your  h a t ,  a n d . d o n l t  d i s c u s s  it wi th  any w i t n e s s e s  
we may have seen  h e r e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1045 hour s ,  3 February 
1970 . )  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HERRIS, Wi l l iam P. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 12 February  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Major Genera l  KOSTER1s 
s e c r e t a r y .  

1. KNOWLEDGE OF TASK FORCE BARKER AND THE OPERATION 
OF 16 MARCH 1968. 

M r .  HERRIS v i v i d l y  r e c a l l e d  t h e  t e r m  "Task Force  
Barke r . "  However, he  c o u l d  n o t  r e l a t e  Son My, P i n k v i l l e ,  
o r  My La i  t o  a Task Force  Barker  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  7 ,  8 ) .  
Task Force  Barker  was a  "household word" a round d i v i s i o n  
h e a d q u a r t e r s  because  of  i t s  s u c c e s s .  HERRIS h e a r d  no 
d e r o g a t o r y  comments r e g a r d i n g  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  (pg .  2 6 ) .  

2 .  KNOWLEDGE OF INQUIRIES OR REPORTS. 

HERRIS' job e n t a i l e d  a n  i n t i m a t e  knowledge o f  KOSTER's 
a c t i v i t i e s ,  e . g . ,  e v e r y  day h e  p r e p a r e d  a s c h e d u l e  of t h e  
g e n e r a l ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  (pgs .  3 ,  4 )  . H e  r e c a l l e d  no 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  r e p o r t  r e q u i r e d  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  a n  
o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  (pgs .  7 ,  8 ) .  However, h e  d i d  
r e c a l l  a v i s i t  by Co lone l  TOAN w i t h  KOSTER i n  mid-Apri l .  
I t  must have  been  a n  unscheduled  v i s i t  b e c a u s e  t h e  g e n e r a l  
c a n c e l l e d  a p l anned  t r i p  t o  t h e  f i e l d  t o  m e e t  w i t h  TOAN 
(pg .  8 ) .  TOAN was accompanied by a n o t h e r  Vietnamese o f f i c e r  
who t h e  w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  might  have been  L i e u t e n a n t  Co lone l  
PHO (pgs .  8 ,  9 ) .  An American a d v i s o r  whom HERRIS c o u l d  n o t  
i d e n t i f y  a l s o  was w i t h  TOAN (pgs .  9 ,  1 0 ) . HERRIS d i d  n o t  
r e l a t e  TOAN1s v i s i t  t o  a b r i e f  document a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  
u n i t  commander ( p g .  l o ) ,  no r  d i d  h e  r e c a l l  e v e r  p r e p a r i n g  
a document o r d e r i n g  HENDERSON t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  propaganda 
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a l l e g a t i o n s  (pgs .  22,  23) . The w i t n e s s  r e l a t e d  t h a t  h e  would 
n o t  s e e  a n  "eyes  o n l y "  document (pg.  1 2 ) .  Regarding 
Co lone l  HENDERSON'S 24 A p r i l  1968 r e p o r t ,  HERRIS r e c a l l e d  
t a l k i n g  w i t h  Co lone l  PARSON'S s e c r e t a r y ,  HILL, a b o u t  a 
l e t t e r  w i t h  a t t a c h e d  VC propaganda (pgs .  1 2 ,  1 3 ) .  H e  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  PARSON b e i n g  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h i s  documenta t ion  
(pg .  1 3 ) ,  n o r  d i d  h e  connec t  KOSTER o r  B r i g a d i e r  G e n e r a l  
YOUNG w i t h  any t a s k  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  VC propaganda t h a t  t h e  
w i t n e s s  and HILL had d i s c u s s e d  (pg .  1 4 )  . HERRIS c o u l d  
n o t  remember s e e i n g  any document conce rn ing  a h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t ' s  compla in t s  (pgs .  1 7 ,  1 8 ,  2 3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  neve r  
saw BARKER'S p u r p o r t e d  r e p o r t  (pg .  2 3 ) .  

3 .  FILES AT DIVISION HEADQUARTERS. 

T h e  w i t n e s s  a s s i s t e d  i n  c l e a r i n g  o u t  KOSTER's 
p e r s o n a l  p a p e r s  when t h e  g e n e r a l  l e f t  t h e  command 
(pg.  1 5 ) .  However, h e  had no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  
d i s p o s i t i o n  made d KOSTER's f i l e s  m a i n t a i n e d  by Major 
BEASLEY, t h e  a s s i s t a n t  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  (pg.  1 6 ) .  However, 
HERRIS m a i n t a i n e d  a "working f i l e "  which h e  t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  
PARSON when KOSTER l e f t  ( p g s .  25,  2 6 ) .  Most f i l e s  a t  
h e a d q u a r t e r s  w e r e  ma in ta ined  by PARSON'S s e c r e t a r y  
(pg .  27) . 
4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  S i n c e  t h e  My La i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  became a m a t t e r  of 
p u b l i c  knowledge, HERRIS had  had no c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  
o r  o t h e r  communications w i t h  anyone a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  
America1 D i v i s i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h a t  t o p i c  (pgs .  2 ,  3 ) .  

b .  The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  HENDERSON v i s i t e d  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
h e a d q u a r t e r s  w h i l e  h i s  l e g  was i n  a c a s t  (pg.  2 0 ) .  his 
v i s i t  was i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  one  made upon HENDERSON'S 
assumpt ion  o f  command (pg.  20) . H e  was s u r e  t h a t  PARSON 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h i s  mee t ing  (pg.  2 1 ) .  

c .  The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  KOSTER and L i e u t e n a n t  
Genera l  DOLEMAN l e f t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  on t h e  
morning of  17 March 1968 (pg .  2 2 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 

E X H I B I T  
NUMBER DESCRIPTJON NOTES 

.-
PAGES 

Signed s t a t e m e n t  by CPT p i t  d id  n o t  r e c a l l  ( 
M- 30 - I

R O D R I G U E Z ,  1 4  Apr 68 s e e i n s .  ( 1 3 , 1 4  
Census Grievance Repor t ,  w i t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  I 
18  Mar 68 s e e i n g .  1 1 4  
VC propaganda l e a f l e t  W i t  d i d  n o t  r eca l l  I 
d t d  28 Mar 68 s e e i n g .  113,14 
G2, 2d ARVN Memo t o  TOAN W i t  could  n o t  re- I 
w i t h  a t t a c h e d  VC c a l l  having seen  11,12 
propzganda M-36, p r e p a r i n g  a 

copy of  M-36, or 
t y p i n g  any th ing  
o r d e r i n g  a n  
i n v e s t i g a t l o n  from 
KOSTER. 

A carbon copy of W i t  r e c a l l e d  t a l k -
HENDERSON'S24  APr 68 i n g  w i t h  HILL about  12,13 
r e p o r t  VC propaganda 

a t t a c h e d  t o  a 
l e t t e r .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0830 h o u r s ,  12 February 
1970.) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p resen- t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL ARMSTRONG, and M A J  LYNN.  

S i r ,  t h e  nex t  w i tnes s  i s  M r .  Will iam P ,  HERRIS. 

(MR HERRIS was c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  f ~ l l o w s:) 

M r .  H E R R I S ,  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  would you p l e a s e  s t a t e  
your  f u l l  name, occupa t ion  and r e s i d e n c e .  

A .  Will iam P .  H E R R I S ,  Jr., salesman f o r  3M Company; I 
l i v e  a t  20105  E a s t  E igh t  Mile ' ~ o a d ,S t .  C l a i r  Shores ,  Michigan. 

I0 : M r .  H E R R I S ,  on my l e f t  i s  M r .  Rober t  MACCRATE, who i s  
a c i v i l i a n  a t t o u r n e y .  . M r .  MACCRATE has  vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  
t o  S e c r e t a r y  RESOR t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  conduct  o f  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
H e  a l s o  prov ides  l e g a l  counse l  t o  me and o t h e r  m e m b e r s  of t h e  
i n q u i r y  team. On my extreme r i g h t  i s  M r .  WALSH who i s  a l s o  a 
c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  and h e ,  comparable t o  M r .  MACCRATE, has  volun-
t e e r e d  h i s  se . rv ices  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  .conduct of t h i s  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  and a s s i s t  i n  p rov id ing  l e g a l  counse l .  On my r i g h t  i s  
Colonel  ARMSTRONG who has  been des igna t ed  by t h e  Chief of S t a f f  
as  an a s s i s t a n t  i n  t h e  conduct of  'chis i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  . Besides  
myself t h i s  morning, any t o  t h e s e  gentlemen s e a t e d  a t  t h e  t a b l e  
may address  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you. We have o t h e r  groups t h a t  a r e  
l i k e w i s e  t a k i n g  tes t imony from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I have t h e  
t a s k  of i n s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  i s  p u t  t o g e t h e r ,  t h e  ev idence  
i s  weighed and f i n d i n g s  and recommendations a r e  p rope r ly  submi t ted .  
Have you had an oppor tun i ty  t o  r ead  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A .  Yes, s i r ,  I have. 

Q* Do y0.u unders tand them o r  do you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q M r .  H E R R I S ,  would you i n d i c a t e  what your  duty  assignment 
was wi th  t h e  America1 Div is ion .  I know you. go back a . l i t t l e  ways 
t o  Task Force Oregon--when. your s e r v i c e  began., ' any change o f  
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ass ignments  you may have had w i t h i n  t h e  ass ignment  t h e r e ,  
and when you t e rmina t ed  your s e r v i c e  wi th  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

' A .  I o r i g i n a t e d ,  when t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  was f i r s t  formed, 
o u t  of USARV i n  Saigon,  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  e x a c t  d a t e .  There .,T 
I w a s  ass igned  t o  t h e  G 1  as a s t e n o ,  a s s i s t a n t  t o  Colonel  W U B Y  b? 
who was then  appoin ted  t h e  G 1  by General--I c a n ' t  remember h i s  Lq 

name now, who headed up t h e  o r i g i n a l  t a s k  f o r c e .  ;.-A 

Q General  ROSSON? 

A. Yes. 

Q. He remembers you. 

A. I remember him, now t h a t  you mention h i s  name. Then 
w e  a c t i v a t e d  and moved i n t o  Chu Lai  where I s t a y e d  w i t h  t h e  G 1  
f o r  approximately  2 months u n t i l  s i t u a t e d ,  A t  t h a t  t i m e  he 
moved me t o  t h e  G 2  t o  work w i t h  t h e  FAC's Cn a i r  c o n t r o l  because 
t h e r e  was a s l o t  t h e r e  which enabled  me t o  g e t  a promotion. I 
worked w i t h  t h e  G2 f o r  approximately  3 months. Then t h e  c h i e f  
of s t a f f , ' s  s e c r e t a r y ,  Colonel  P O O L ' S  s e c r e t a r y ,  was l e a v i n g  
t h e  Army and he needed someone t o  r e p l a c e  him. 

RCDR: Could you s p e l l  t h a t ,  p l e a s e ?  

A. P-0-0-L. Then I was r eques t ed  t o  .go t o  Colonel  POOL 
w i t h  t h e  purpose i n  mind of i n t e r v i e w i n g  f o r  a job a s  s e c r e t a r y  
t o  Colonel  PARSON. I took h i s  p l a c e .  I was accep ted  f o r  t h a t  
job ,  s t a r t e d  t h e r e  i n  January ,  o r  December of 1967. I took a 
30 day l eave ;  I had extended my t o u r ,  and I came home and 
r e t u r n e d  on t h e  6 t h  o f  January 1968. A t  t h a t  t i m e  General  
KOSTER headed t h e  d i v i s i o n  and h i s  s e c r e t a r y  was be ing  r e l i e v e d  
f o r  some reason.  I d o n ' t  know, b u t  I was t o l d  I was t a k i n g  
h i s  p l a c e .  1 February I assumed t h e  p o s i t i o n  of s e c r e t a r y  t o  
General  KOSTER. I worked wi th  General  KOSTER through 3 June 
1968 when he was appoin ted  commandant a t  West P o i n t  and l e f t  
Vietnam. I t e rmina t ed  my s e r v i c e  on 6 J u l y  1968. 1 l e f t  
Vietnam and was d i scha rged  t h e  12 th .  

Q This  s o - c a l l e d  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968 became 
a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge 4 o r  5 months ago, toward t h e  l a t t e r  
p a r t  of September, e a r l y  p a r t  of October 1969. S ince  t h a t  t i m e  
have you had any conve r sa t ions  wi th  anyone from t h e  headqua r t e r s  
of t h e  America1 Div i s ion  o r  from t h e  d i v i s i o n  which may have had 
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t o  do w i t h  what may have t r a n s p i r e d  a t  My L a i  o r  Son My, t h e  
r e p o r t i n g  o f  it, t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  it, o r  anyth ing  r e l a t e d  
t o  i t ?  

A. No, sir. None whatsoever .  

Q - Have you r e c e i v e d  any te lephone  c a l l s  o r  communications: 

A. No, sir.  

Q - S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  f o r g e t t i n g  about  t h e  o t h e r  jobs ,  b u t  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  General  KOSTER, would you o u t l i n e  
f o r  us what your  d u t i e s  were. How d i d  you perform them? 

A. I w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  General  KOSTER's o f f i c e ,  main-
t a i n i n g  it. And a l s o  keep ing  h i s  f i l e s ,  t yp ing  any p e r s o n a l  
le t ters  t h a t  he  had asked t h a t  I do f o r  him, g e n e r a l  work, 
h e l p i n g  a r r ange  h i s  schedule ,  h e l p i n g  a i d e s ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e  
L i e u t e n a n t  DICKENS and-- 

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t h i n k  it was ROBERTS who proceded 
DICKENS 

A. Y e s ,  Capta in  ROBERTS. Other  t han  t h a t  j u s t  a c t i n g  a s  
a go-between f o r  t h e  a i d e s  and t h e  g e n e r a l  and t h e  s t a f f ,  
a r r a n g i n g  meet ings ,  s e e i n g  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  s chedu le  was i n  
o r d e r .  

Q. Do you t a k e  shor thand?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  General  KOSTER l i k e d  
t o  w r i t e  o u t  h i s  own l e t t e r s .  I d i d  t a k e  speed w r i t i n g  which 
enab led  m e  t o  g e t  t h e  job w i t h  t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f ,  b u t  I never  
had t o  use  sho r thand  f o r  General  KOSTER. 

Q. I t h i n k  M r .  MACCRATE has  been working i n  t h i s  p a r t i c -  
u l a r  a r e a  and w i l l  g e t  you t o  answer some q u e s t i o n s .  

MR MACCRATE: M r .  HERRIS, going back,  i f  you w i l l ,  t o  t h i s  
p e r i o d  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of  1968 and p a r t i c l u a r l y  t o  t h e  months 
of March and A p r i l  1968, would you, i n  t h e  course  of your  d a i l y  
work, know any th ing  about  where General  KOSTER w a s  going? 
What he  d i d  i n  t h e  o f f i c e ,  h i s  v i s i t s  t h e r e ?  To what e x t e n t  d i d  
you g e t  i nvo lved  i n  sending  word t h a t  he was go ing  va r ious  
p l a c e s ?  
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A. Every day I had t o  type  a schedule  f o r  General  KOSTER 
himself  and f o r  his a i d e s  and f o r  t h e  s t a f f ,  keeping t h e  ch ie f  
of s t a f f  informed of where he was going t o  be ,  any appointments 
t h a t  he may have, what a r e a s  of t h e  A 0  he planned on v i s i t i n g .  
had t o  c a l l  f o r  his h e l i c o p t e r .  I th ink  every day I knew gener- 
a l l y  where he was going t o  be i f  he was going t o  be i n  t h e  f i e l d  
o r  i n  t h e  o f f i c e ,  what p a r t  of  t h e  A0 he was going t o  v i s i t .  

Q - You typed  t h e s e  schedules .  A t  t h e  end of t h e  day, 
some of t h e  t h i n g s  he had undoubtedly done, t h e r e  had been 
changes i n  t h e  cour se  of t h e  day. Would such changes be recorded 
on t h e  schedule  you had typed? Would you keep those  s h e e t s  a t  
t h e  end of t h e  day? 

A. No, I wou ldn ' t  a t  a l l .  Any changes t h a t  w e r e  submit ted 
t o  t h e  gene ra l  I s  s chedule  always w e r e  handled through t h e  TOC. 
They would i n  t u r n  keep m e  pos ted  o r  I could r eques t  in format ion  
from them, b u t  the schedules  t h a t  I typed were k e p t  by t h e  TOC 
and t h e  a i d e s  and t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f .  

Q- Do you know i f  t h e r e  was any p r e s e r v a t i o n  of t h e s e  a s  
a f i l e ?  

A. Not i n  ou r  o f f i c e ,  a s  f a r  a s  I knew, u n l e s s  t h e r e  was 
a copy maintained i n  t h e  TOC. 

Q. You prepared  t h i s  s h e e t  and r e t a i n e d  it dur ing  t h e  day? 
What d i d  you do w i t h  i t ?  

A. Burned it. 

Q - You mean you des t royed  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q 9 
I ' v e  come t o  unders tand t h a t  t h e r e  are two t h i n g s  t h a t  

t h e  word burning means i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  To make a copy of t h a t  
a l s o  is  burning.  

A. I des t royed  it. 

Q - But t h e r e  would be another  copy of  t h i s  t h a t  had gone 
t o  t h e  TOC? 
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I made up t h e  i t i n e r a r y  i n  four  copies .  
I kept  one, the  genera l  received one, t h e  a ide  iook one t o  
t h e  opera t ions  c e n t e r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, and the  
ch ie f  of s t a f f  had one. 

Q- Do you know i f  e i t h e r  t h e  genera l  o r  t h e  chief  of 
s t a f f  preserved t h e i r  copies? 

A.  I know the  genera l  d i d n ' t  because I normally go t  
t h a t  when he came back. The a i d e  would g ive  t h a t  t o  me, and 
I would j u s t  des t roy  it with t h e  o t h e r  th ings  I had t o  des t roy  
a t  t h e  end of t h e  day. Whether t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f  kep t  copies ,  
I cou ldn ' t  say. When I worked f o r  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  we d i d n ' t  
keep copies  a t  t h a t  t ime,  of General ROSSON's schedules ,  b u t  
Colonel PARSON may have requi red  h i s  s e c r e t a r y  t o  keep copies .  
I f  he d i d ,  I was unaware. 

Q DO you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  opera t ion  of Task 
Force Barker and what was c a l l e d  t h e  A 0  Muscatine, Muscatine AO? 

A. The term i s  very f a m i l i a r ;  it almost became a house-
hold  word around headquarters  a t  one t i m e  when I was t h e r e .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  it was headed by Lieutenant  Colonel 
BARKER? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q- It was e s t a b l i s h e d  o u t  of u n i t s  of the  11th Brigade, 
a s  s o r t  of an ad hoc b a t t a l i o n .  One company was taken from 
each of t h e  t h r e e  b a t t a l i o n s ,  and it opera ted  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  
from t h e r e ,  it had i t s  headquar ters .  I t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
January 1968. D o  you r e c a l l  how long it continued? 

A. I ' d  say about 10 weeks. 

Q e  That would be q u i t e  accura te .  I t  was d isso lved  around 
9 A p r i l  1968. A t  t h a t  time Colonel BARKER went back a t  XO of 
t h e  l l t h  Brigade. 

Do you r e c a l l  who was t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  
l l t h  Brigade? 

A. Not offhand, no, s i r .  
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Q. Colonel HENDERSON? 

Colonel HENDERSON was. 

And do you r e c a l l  h i s  S3, Major MCKNIGHT? 

Y e s ,  s i r .  I do. 

Q. And h i s  S2, Colonel BLACKLEDGE? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  I ever  had an opportuni ty t o  m e e t  
Colonel BLACKLEDGE. N o ,  t h a t  name i s n ' t  f a m i l i a r  t o  m e .  

Q. Did you ever  have an opportuni ty t o  meet the  province 
adv i so r s ,  Quang Ngai Province? Colonel TOAN was t h e  2d ARVN 
~ i v i s i o n  commander, and then  you had an advisor  t o  t h e  2d ARVN 
Division. There w e r e  two colonels  during t h i s  per iod;  they 
a c t u a l l y  changed 1 Apri l .  There was a Colonel ULSAKER and a 
Colonel HUTTER. And HUTTER came in--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Af te r  Colonel ULSAKER. 

Q- That i s  r i g h t .  Then you had a t  t h e  province l e v e l ,  
do you r e c a l l  Colonel KHIEN? D o  you ever  recal l  him coming 
t o  headquarters?  

A. No, s i r ,  I don ' t .  

Q. How about h i s  adv i so r s ,  t h e  c i v i l i a n  province s e n i o r  
advisor?  

A. Y e s ,  a real  t a l l  fe l low.  

Q- James MAY? 

A. Right ,  M r .  MAY. H e  had been i n  Vietnam f o r  a good long 
t i m e .  

Q- Do you remember him coming t o  headquarters?  

A. Y e s ,  very o f t e n .  A t  least  every 3 weeks he was t h e r e  
f o r  some reason or  another .  

Q. Do you recal l  h i s  deputy, who was a m i l i t a r y  man? 
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' A. I b e l i e v e  it was a major.  

Q. I t h i n k  it wou'd be a l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l .  H i s  name 
was G U I N N .  

A. L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  GUINN? ' 

Q- Y e s .  Maybe y o u ' r e  t h i n k i n g  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r  
of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ;  bo th  Son Tinh and Binh Son had a d v i s o r s  
who were majors .  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t s s  why I ' m  g e t t i n g  it confused.  I 

c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e i r  names though. 


8 .  Major WILLOUGHBY was i n  Binh Son and ~ a j o r  GAVIN--
. 	 , . 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  ' I  remember s e e i n g  Major GAVIN 

f r e q u e n t l y .  


8 .  Major GAVIN was a f r e q u e n t  v i s i t o r  t o  headqua r t e r s?  

A. On an  average,  a g a i n ,  eve ry  3 o r  4 weeks. He'd 

be i n  t h e  a r e a ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t o  see General  KOSTER, b u t  

f o r  perhaps  meet ings  w i th  t h e  G 2  o r  G3. 


Q. Now i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h e  .opera t ion  of Task Force  
Barker ,  d i d  i't a t  any t ime come t o  ycur  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  some 
s o r t  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was be ing  conducted? 

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  no, s i r .  

Q. I t  may be t h a t  you . d idn  t r c c o g n i i e  it a s  an inves-  
t i g a t i o n  of Task Force Barker ,  b u t  something r e l a t i n g  t o  
o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Muscatine AO, Son My V i l l a g e ,  My L a i ,  

'. 	 P i n k v i l l e ?  Do you remember any r e f e r e n c e . t o . a  ~ . i - n k v i l l e  . 

i n c i d e n t ,  o r  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of an a l l e g a t i o n  w i t h . r e g a r d  
t o  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  i n  Son My V i l l a g e ,  Tu Cung, Co Luy? 

A .  I never  heard  t h e  t e r m s  P i n k v i l l e  o r  My La i  used i n  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  any o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  Son My i s  
f a m i l i a r .  I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  t e l l  you what o p e r a t i o n  it was 
connected wi th .  I never  a s s o c i a t e d  t h e  two of them t o g e t h e r .  
Like o p e r a t i o n  of Task Force Barker ,  I c o u l d n ' t  a s s o c i a t e  
t hose  two t o g e t h e r .  
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Q What do  you r e c a l l  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  Son My a t  t h i s  
t ime? 

A. I t  seems t o  me a t  one pe r iod  t h e r e  was a heavy 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of  enemy f o r c e s  i~ t h a t  a r e a  and they  had t o  
a i r l i f t  a company o r  p a r t  o f  a b a t t a l i o n  i n t o  t h a t  a r e a  t o  
h e l p  c l e a n  it o u t .  B u t  I c o u l d n ' t  say  i f  it was a p a r t  of 
Task Force Barker  o r  n o t .  

9 - Do you r e c a l l  any of t h e  fol low up t o  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ,  
any r e p o r t s  t h a t  were made wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  i t ?  

A.  No, s i r .  Any r e p o r t s  t h a t  w e r e  done were done by t h e  
G 2  and by t h e  G3 and handled through t h e  a s s i s t a n t  c h i e f  of s t a f f .  

Q. I n  t h i s  c a s e  we have in fo rma t ion  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was something t h a t  came t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of  
General  KOSTER, and what we a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
a s c e r t a i n i n g  i s  j u s t  i n  what manner it d i d  come t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n .  
That  i s  where we t h i n k  you may be h e l p f u l .  

A. I would n o t  be  t h e  one t o  b r i n g  it, o r  even have any 
c o n t a c t  w i th  it. Major BEASLEY was a s s i s t a n t  c h i e f  of s t a f f  
to  Colonel  PARSON. H e  brought  a l l  of  t h e  documents, r e p o r t s  of 
any o p e r a t i o n s ,  t o  General KOSTER d i r e c t .  They had a c o r r i d o r  
that l i n k e d  t h e  t h r e e  o f f i c e s  t o g e t h e r ,  s o  a c t u a l l y  they  had 
f r e e  access  w i thou t  even my knowledge. 

Q • On o r  about  t h i s  t ime ,  a c t u a l l y  l a t e r ,  i n  t h e  middle 
of ~ p r i l1968, t h i s  would be  perhaps a s h o r t  t i m e  b e f o r e  
General KOSTER went on R & R  t o  Hawaii, j u s t  t o  f i x  a d a t e  and. 
t ime,  do you r e c a l l  Colonel  TOAN coming t o  headqua r t e r s  and meeting 
wi th  General KOSTER? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I do. Very v i v i d l y .  

Q. haat  can you t e l l  us about  t h a t ?  

A. I can remember it was a sudden type  of  meeting;  it 
h a d n ' t  been planned f o r  some t ime.  The g e n e r a l  had p l a n s  of 
going i n t o  t h e  f i e l d  t h a t  morning, b u t  had t o  c a n c e l  them because 
of a meeting wi th  Colonel  TOAN i n  h i s  o f f i c e .  This  was j u s t  
p r i o r  t o  him going on R&R. 

Q . Do you r e c a l l  anyone e l s e  who was t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime3 
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A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  was ano the r  Vietnamese Army o f f i c e r .  
I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name. I can remember him i n  my mind, 
what he looked l i k e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  f i x  a name. 

Q U  Do you know whether he was someone who worked wikh 
Colonel  TOAN? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. But you say  you d o n ' t  know t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  of Colonel  
KHIEN? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Do you happen t o  know a  L ieu tenan t  c o l o n e l  PHO? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I do. 

I0 : Probably a major a t  t h a t  t ime .  

A .  I t h i n k  he was. I t  seems t o  me t h a t  he t r a v e l e d  f r e -
quen t ly  w i th  Colonel  TOAN. Major PHO had c a l l e d  t h e  o f f i c e  
s e v e r a l  t imes t o  make arrangements f o r  Colonel  TOAN coming t o  
t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  

Q Do,you t h i n k  he  might have ,been  t h e  one w i t h  
Colonel  TOAN t h a t  day? 

'A. Yes, I t h i n k  he could  have been.  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  if t h e r e  were any members o f ' t h e  
advisory  team t h a t  accompanied Colonel  TOM? 

A .  One t h a t  I remertber. 
. . 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  who t h a t  was? 

A.  NO, s i r ,  I c a n ' t .  

Q.  You do r e c a l l  Colonel  G U I N N ,  who he was,  t h e  deputy 
t o  M r .  MAY? 

A. M r .  MAY, r i g h t .  
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A .  ' NO, s i r .  I c a n ' t  remember. 
1 

Q o Look a t  t h e  t o p  of t h e  nex t  page , .  t h e  f i r s t  pzra-
graph,  y o u ' l l  s e e  some more s p e c i f i c  i n fo rma t ion .  Does t h a t  

. r i n g  any b e l l  on your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A, N o ,  s i r ,  none whatsoever.  

Q. I f  a  paper  came i n  t o  headqua r t e r s  f o r  " the  eyes  of the  
commanding g e n e r a l  o n l y , "  how would t h a t  cus tomar i ly  be d e l i v e r e d  
t o  General  KOSTER? 

A. By Major BEASLEY, t h e  a s s i s t a n t  c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  o r  
Colonel  PARSON, t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f .  I wou ldn ' t  see it a t  all 
until General  KOSTER was f i n i s h e d  wi t11  it and h e ' d  l e a v e  it 
on his desk and I ' d  r e t u r n  it to Major BEASLEY o r  Colonel  
PARS ON. 

Q. I 'd l i k s  t o  show you E x h i b i t  R-5 s:hich i s  a carbon 
copy. I f  you saw such a docummt,  it would presumably be a 
r i bbon  copy o r  a copy o t h e r  than what you have b e f o r e  you,  but 
of t h e  same two-page l e t t e r  -dated 2 4  A p r i l .  Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  
such a  paper  i n  headqua r t e r s?  

A. I c a n ' t  s ay .  I could have seen  it. L c a n st say whether 
I saN t h i s  e x a c t  paper  o r  n o t .  I t  d o e s n ' t  r i n g  a b e l l .  

Q W e l l ,  you h a v e n ' t  examined t h e  second page. You s e e  
t h e r e  t h a t  i t ' s  signed. by t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of  t h e  11th 
Brigade.  

A. I s t i l l  c a n ' t  p l ace  it i n  my mind. 

Q e  I t  may have been r ece ived  wi th  'or  wi'chout i n c l o s u r e s ,  
and -you. ' l l  s e e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  p a g e s  a t t ached .  which may , ' 

have been t h e  i n c l o s u r e s  which you might have s e e n .  The . f i r s t  
two pages you w i l l  r ecognize  a.re s i m i l a r  t o  tn.e VC propaganda 
t h a t  you p rev ious ly  examj-ned, b u t  t hen  t h e  l a s t  s h e e t  wou. ld  
be something t h a t  you had n o t  s een  b e f o r e .  Do you have any reco l -
l e c t i o n  of s e e i n g  such a paper?  

A.  I can vaguely remernber now, HILL ,  he was t h e  s e c r e t a r y  
of Colonel  PARSON, and myself were t a l k i n g  about  some sort :  of 
propaganda t h a t  was a t t a c h e d  t o  a l e t t e r .  Because it seemed s o  
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r i d i c u l o u s ,  w e  made comment on it. W e  d i d n ' t  s e e  very much of  it 
come i n ,  t h a t ' s  why we pa id  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  one,  be-
cause  propaganda l i t e r a t m e ,  pamphlets and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s  never  
came i n t o  t h e  headqua r t e r s .  But I can remember one i n s t a n c e  where 
w e  d i d  make comments about  some l e t t e r  o r  something. I t  was a t -
t ached  t o  a document which, I d i d n ' t  s e e  t h e  document, t a l k i n g  
about  something l i k e  t h i s .  I t  could have been a t t a c h e d  t o  t h i s  
r e p o r t ,  t hen  a g a i n ,  I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e  i f  it w a s .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h i s  w a s  a t  t h e  t i m e  correspondence 
came i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e ,  o r  p o s s i b l y  o t h e r  t i m e s ,  you were g a t h e r i n g  
General  KOSTER's papers  t o g e t h e r ,  l a t e r  on? 

A. I f  I had seen  it, it would have been a f t e r  General  
KOSTER had s e e n  it. Very r a r e l y  d i d  I s e e  any c l a s s i f i e d  mat-
e r i a l  b e f o r e  t h e  g e n e r a l  had seen  it un le s s  Colonel  PARSON o r  
Major BEASLEY wouldnlt have been i n  t h e  o f f i c e  t h a t  day,  and 
they  asked m e  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  saw some t h i n g s .  
Other t han  t h a t ,  which was r a r e  i f  it happened, it would be 
a f t e r  General  KOSTER had seen  it. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  Colonel  PARSONS doing  anyth ing  w i t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  document? 

A. No, sir,, I d o n ' t .  

I0 : Would you t u r n  t h a t  back t o  t h a t  p i e c e  of V i e t  Cong 
propaganda,  back one page. Look a t  t h a t  second paragraph up 
t h e r e  and s e e  i f  you can r e c a l l  whether  o r  n o t  t h a t l s . w h e r e  
you heard  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  Son My? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  b e i n g  wi th  t h e  paper .  

MR MACCRATE: I have h e r e ,  M r .  H E R R I S ,  E x h i b i t  M-35 which i s  
ano the r  p i e c e  of VC propaganda. I f  you look t o  t h e  back y o u ' l l  
s e e  t h a t  i t ' s  a three-page c i r c u l a r  i n  Vietnamese and t h e r e ' s  
an Engl i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n  on t o p  of  it. Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h i s  
was t h e  p i e c e  of VC pro'paganda t h a t  you and M r .  HILL d i scussed?  

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  a s s o c i a t e  t h i s .  

Q. Y O U '  11 n o t e  t h e  re fe rence .  i n  t h e  f i r s t  paragraph t o  
t h e  3d Brigade of t h e  82d Div i s ion .  

A. Yes, s i r .  
. . 
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Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  document i n  t h a t  
c o n t e x t  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  p o s s i b l y  an erroneous r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h a t  

PL'u n i t ?  0;-

b 

.A. NO,  s ir ,  I d o n ' t .  't, 

& 

Q I now show you E x h i b i t  M-30 and a sk  you i f  you e v e r  
r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h i s  document? Y o u ' l l  f i n d  t h e  o r i g i n a l ,  w i th  
t h e  s i g n a t u r e  of Angel M .  RODRIGUEZ, a s s i s t a n t  d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r ,  
Son Tinh,  somewhat d i f f e r e n t .  Turn t o  t h e  second page,  i t ' s  
a t r u e  copy and i s  a l i t t l e  more r eadab le .  Y o u ' l l  r ecognize  
t h a t  t h a t  t e x t  i s  t h e  same as what you p r e v i o u s l y  r ead  on t h e  
l a s t  page of E x h i b i t  R-5, b u t  y o u ' l l  no t e  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  i t  
does  b e a r  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  of Capta in  RODRIGUEZ. Does t h i s  
s t r i k e  any chord of r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

No, s i r ,  I ' m  s o r r y  it d o e s n ' t .  

Q Well, from any s f  t h e s e  papers  t h a t  you 've  now 
examined, do you r e c a l l  any c i rcumstances  o t h e r  t han  t h i s  
p o s s i b l e  conve r sa t ion  t h a t  you had w i t h  S p e c i a l i s t  HILL 
about  t h e  VC propaganda, any th ing  t h a t  you would r e c a l l  
General  KOSTER doing,  o r  Colonel  PARSON, o r  p o s s i b l y  
General  YOUNG? 

A .  NO,  s i r ,  I c a n ' t .  

Q You remained a t  t h e  America1 ~ i v i s i o n ' h e a d ~ u a r t e r s  
u n t i l  what d a t e ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  I l e f t  on 6 J u l y .  

Q You remained f o r  approximately  a ,mon th  a f t e r  General  
KOSTER's d e p a r t u r e ?  

A.  Yes , s i r .  

Q During t h a t  p e r i o d  .what were your d u t i e s ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  have any. S ince  a new commander was 
coming i n ,  they  made arrangements f o r  ano the r  s e c r e t a r y  t o  come 
i n  t o  r e p l a c e  m e  because I was s h o r t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I would be 
l e a v i n g  soon. 

Q Well,  you r e c a l l ,  t h e r e  was an i n t e r i m  p e r i o d  when 
General  YOUNG was t h e  a c t i n g  CG?' . . 
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t h a t ' w a s  mainta ined i n  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  ch i e f  of s t a f f ' s  s a f e ,  a t  
t h i s  t i m e  Major BEASLEY. It.was desc r ibed  t o  us a s  an accord ian  
f i l e .  D o  you have any recollection of such a f i l e ,  p l a c i n g  pa-
pers i n t o  it and t a k i n g  papers  o u t  of it? 

A .  I remember s ee ing  t h e  f i l e ,  .any pape r s  t h a t  were t o  
go i n t o  it though would be handled by Major BEASLEY, and he would 
maintain t h e  f i l e  f o r  General  KOSTER. 

Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  d i s p o s t i o n  CJQ *
of t h a t  f o l d e r  a t  t h e  t ime General  KOSTER depa r t ed?  CW 

\:* 
A. No, s i r ,  none whatsoever.  When I l e f t ,  t o  my know-
ledge,  it w a s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  s a f e .  

Q- Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of a problem w i t h  any
o f ' t h e  drawers of t h e  s a f e ?  This  would be of Major BEASLEY's 
s a f e ?  

A.  No, sir.  
. . 

Q W e  have been t o l d - t h a t  i n  some. p o i n t  i n  t ime ,  t h e  
.second drawer i n  t h a t  s a f e  s t u c k ,  and could n o t  be opened. Do 
you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t a l k  among t h e  headqua r t e r s  person-
n e l  about  a s t u c k  f i l e  drawer and wonder w h a t ' s  i n  it, anyth ing  
of t h i s  s o r t ?  

A .  No, sir, none whatsoever.  

Q Did you from time t o  t i m e  go t o - t h e  s a f e  and p l a c e  
t h i n g s  i n  t h e r e  a t  n i g h t ?  

A.  J u s t  t h e  pape r s  t h a t  were l e f t  i n  Genera l  ROSTER'S  
in-box. I ' d  t a k e  t h e  e n t i r e  in-box and p u t  i n  t h e  s a f e ,  and 
then  i t . w o u l d  be  locked.  . . 

Q. We had t h e  s a f e  d e s c r i b e d  t o  us a s  c o n t a i n i n g  f o u r  
drawers and--

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Right .  

Q I t  may n o t  have been du r ing  t h i s  p e r i o d .  W e  h a v e n ' t  
had i t  c l e a r l y  f i x e d ,  and t h a t ' s  one t h i n g  we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  
f i x e d .  The second drawer from t h e  t o p  a s  you come down i s  s a i d  
t o  have been s t u c k .  , 
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' A .  Yes, s i r ,  I w a s  on R & R  a t  t h a t  t ime.  

Q I s e e .  So yo^ were on R&R f o r  what d a t e s ?  

A. June 3d, through t h e  l o t h ,  o r .  t h e  4th through t h e  
10 th .  I l e f t  t h e  day a f t e r  General  KOSTER l e f t .  

P 

Q. D i d  you a s s i s t  i n  t h e  c l e a n i n g  o u t  of General  KOSTER1s 
o f f i c e ,  g a t h e r i n g  of  h i s  pape r s ,  and packaging them f o r  t ransmi t -
t a l ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I d i d .  

Q Could you d e s c r i b e  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  papers
t h a t  you ga the red  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

, I 
A. A l l  t h e  papers  were pe r sona l  le t ters  t h a t  he had re -
ce ived  form home, magazines,  newspapers t h a t  h i s  w i f e  had s e n t  
him, p i c t u r e s  of h i s  c h i i d r e n ,  souven i r s  t h a t  had been given t o  
him by province  c h i e f s  and Vietnamese commanders. 

I 
Q. Mow, d i d  you r e t a i n  f o r .  him i n  a f i l e  by your  desk 
a ch rono log ica l  s e t  of  t h i n g s  t h a t  you typed  f o r  him? 

A. J u s t  pe r sona l  le t ters .  ! 
Q. 1f you typed f o r  him a communic,ations t o  one of t h e  
u n i t  commanders, what would be  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of  cop ie s  t h a t  
were k e p t  a t  headqua r t e r s?  

A. There would be one f o r  t h e .  c h i e f  of  s t a f f ,  and de-
pending t h e  n a t u r e  of i t ,  it  would go t o  t h e  G2 o r  t he  G 3 ,  o r  
perhaps t h e  G 1 .  

'. Q.. Would you a l s o  keep .  a  person,a l .  copy f o r  t h e  gener-
a l ,  General  KOSTER? 

. 

A. No, sir.  

Q.  You would keep no th ing  a t  your  desk? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q a  We have had r e f e r e n c e  made t o ,  n o t  on ly  t o  t h e  f i l e  
c a b i n e t  t h a t  you main ta ined ,  b u t  t o  an envelope of  General  ROSTER'^ 

e 
> 
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A .  I can remember now I b e l i e v c  t h a t  any t ing  I had t o  
do w i t h  t h e  s a f e  it w a s ' i n  t h e  bottom drawer,  e i t h e r  t h e  bottom 
o r  t h e  t h i r d  drawer.  

Q We unders tand t h a t  t h e  bottom. drawer,  a t  l e a s t  a t  
' some t ime ,  t h e r e  was a f l i g h t  helmet  and a b r i e f c a s e  t h a t  be-

longed t o  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  who was i n  t h e  o f f  i c e  w i t h  Major BEAS-
LEY. 

A. T h a t ' s  p o s s i b l e .  Excuse m e ,  now I can remember put-
t i n g  h i s  f i l e s  i n  t h e  t o p  drawer,  i n  t h e  back behind.  There were 
some t h i n g s  f i l e d  i n  t h e  f r o n t ,  some documents, I b e l i e v e .  This  
i s  where he k e p t  most of t h e  documents t h a t  we w e r e  s i gned  o u t  
w i t h ,  and t h e n  I pu t  h i s  f i l e  c a b i n e t ,  o r  h i s  in-box behind 
t h a t  i n  t h e  t o p  drawer.  B u t  I can never  remember any problems 
a t  a l l  w i t h  t h e  second drawer. 

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  what was i n  t h a t ?  

A. There  were cop ie s  of t h e  TO&E f o r  d i v i s i o n .  
, . 

Q- Thi s  w a s  i n  - the  second drawer? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  second drawer ,  and I remember 
an enve lope ,  a mani la  envelope,  a l a r g e  mani la  envelope,  b u t  I 
c a n ' t  remember i f  it was i n  t h e  second drawer o r  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
drawer. 

Q* Did t h i s  have General  KCSTER's  name on i t ?  . 

A .  I t  s e e m s  t o  me  it w a s  marked p e r s o n a l  papers  f o r  Gen-
era l  KOSTER. I b e l i e v e  it was, it was a mani la  envelope.  

Q. T h e r e ' s  one f u r t h e r  document about  which I Id l i k e  
t o  ask you. Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  anyth ing  a long  the  l i n e s  
of a complaint  of a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  and a r e p o r t  upon t h i s  com-
p l a i n t ?  H e  was complaining about i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  s h o o t i n g  a t  c iv -
i l i a n s  by U.S. ground f o r c e s .  There may have been i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  
a r e f e r e n c e  t o  a p o s s i b l e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
crew and t h e  ground f o r c e s .  Do you e v e r  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of s e e i n g  a r e p o r t  such a s  t h a t ?  We unders tand it may a l s o  have 
inc luded  a r e f e r e n c e  t o  an a l l e g e d  s h o o t i n g  of  a woman by a cap t -
a i n ?  
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A. I can remember an i n c i d e n t  wi th  a h e l i c o p t e r ,  o r  
b e i n g  r e l a t e d  by a h e l i c o p t e r  ' p i l o t .  J u s t  i n  conve r sa t ion  I may 
have picked t h i s  up, b u t  I don ' ;  remember s e e i n g  any document 
s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n c i d e n t .  

Q DO you remember t h e  c i rcumstance i n  which t h i s  came 
t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  Something t h a t  happened a t  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  peo- C, 
p l e  coming i n ?  LL 

\ 
A.  I t  could  have been on conve r sa t ion  between Colonel ,  0-1 
the c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  Colonel  PARSON and t h e  G2 o r  G3. I c a n ' t  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember. 

Q Do you remember t h e  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ?  T h a t ' s  
the commander of t h e  14 th  Avia t ion  Brigade,  I b e l i e v e .  Colonel  
HOLLADAY? 

A. Colonel  HOLLADAY, y e s .  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n s  of Co.lone1 HOLLADAY 
w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  such in format ion?  

A .  No, s ir .  

Q You d o n ' t  a s s o c i a t e  him wi th  i t ?  

. A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Do you a s s o c i a t e  any members of  t h e  123d A v i a t i o n .  
B a t t a l i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t .  Nothing a t  a l l ,  I c a n ' t  b r i n g  
t h a t  time back i n t o  my mind where I heard  i t ,  o r  ' i f  t h e r e  was 
any r e f e r e n c e  made by any of  t h e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

, 

I0 : You say  it may have been c o l o n e l  PARSON, and t h e  G 2  
o r  G 3 .  Those would be  Colonel  BALMER and Colonel  TREXLER. 

A. Colonel  TREXLER, y e s ,  t h a t ' s  i t .  

MR MACCPATE: Can you be  more d e f i n i t e  t han  t h a t  one way o r  t h e  
o t h e r ?  

A. N O ,  s ir ,  I c a n ' t .  
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10: L e t  me go back and walk through t h i s  t h i n g  r a t h e r  
quickly. When was t h e  £ i r s t  t ime you e v e r  saw Colonel  HENDER-
SON? H e ' s  t h e  new b r i g a a e  commander, When was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  
you saw him? 

A. The day he  a r r i v e d .  

Q* The day he a r r i v e d .  Well he had a l r eady  been wi th  
t h e  b r i g a d e  a s  t h e  execu t ive  o f f i c e r ,  s o  t h e  day he a r r i v e d  i n  
country  ? 

A. To come and meet t h e  g e n e r a l ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q H e  remained t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  u n t i l  1.5March. 

. MR MACCRATE: ~ x c u s em e  j u s t  a minute. The day he came i n  coun-
t r y  would have been b e f o r e  you a r r i v e d  a t  Chu La i .  Colonel  HEN-
DERS'ON had been i n  Vietnam i n  ,December of  1967,  and I unders tood 
your  d a t e  as going i n t o  headqua r t e r s  perhaps  as l a t e  a s  February 
of  1968. 

A. I a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam i n  Decenher 1.966 and I b e l i e v e  
we went t o  Chu La i  i n  March. I t h i n k  we a r r i v e d  i n  Chu La i  i n  
March. I b e l i e v e  when we g o t  t h e r e  t h e r e  were e lements  of  t h e  
25th Div i s ion  t h e r e ,  t h e  3d of  t h e  25th .  I t  was sometime i n  t h a t  
p e r i o d ,  because a t  t h a t  t ime I was working f o r  t h e  G 1  and I w a s  
f a m i l i a r  w i t h  a l l  of  t h e  o f f i c e r s  from t h e  b r i g a d e s .  I had m e t  
Colonel  HENDERSON when he a r r i v e d  a t  Chu Lai. 

10: Well ,  he came i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  i n  December, and he 
remained on a s  t h e  execu t ive  o f f i c e r  u n t i l  t h e  15 th  of  March. 
You undoubtedly knew t h a t  he r e p l a c e d  General  LIPSCOMB a s  t h e  
b r i g a d e  commander? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Do you remember s e e i n g  him s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t ?  A-
bou t  5 days l a t e r  he  came up t o  s e e  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l .  

A.  I do remember him b e i n g  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  d i s t i n c t l y .  
Why he was t h e r e ,  I c a n ' t  be  s p e c i f i c .  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q You t h i n k  you saw him wi th  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  
sometime though d o n ' t  you? 
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A. Sometime i n  t h a t  pe r iod .  

Q A f t e r  t h a t  t ime ,  j u s t  p u t t i n g  a11 of t h e s e  i n  t h e  
p rope r  t ime frame, about  10 days o r  2 weeks a f t e r  t h a t  d i d  you 
'see about  a t h r e e - q u a r t e r  l e t t e r  come i n  from Colonel  HENDERSON 
t o  'the commanding g e n e r a l ?  

A. 
c 

I c a n ' t  remember f o r  s u r e .  No, s i r .  There could c.0 
have been one,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  it. kl 

63 
MR MACCRATE: Do you remember s e e i n g  Colonel  HENDERSON when he 
had h i s  l e g  i n  a c a s t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I do. I remember s e e i n g  him w i t h  h i s  l e g  
i n  a c a s t .  Perhaps I saw him once wi th  h i s  l e g  i n  a c a s t .  I 
b e l i e v e  it was a r e s u l t  o f  a h e l i c o p t e r  i n c i d e n t '  o r  something. 

Q- Yes. 

10: Did he  come t o  t h e  headqua r t e r s  t hen?  

A. I can remember him coming t o  .the headqua r t e r s  wh i l e  
h i s  l e g  was' i n  a c a s t  because a b i g  f u s s  was made ove r  it a t  
t h a t  t ime 

Q - Did he  see t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  t hen?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  he  d i d .  He d i d  s e e  him because General  
KOSTER went o u t  t o  t h e  j eep  t o  meet him when he came i n  because 
he had h i s  l e g  i n  a c a s t .  

Q Well we know it had t o  be i n  a c e r t a i n  p e r i o d  because 
he was wounded on t h e  2 1 s t  and he k e p t  h i s  . f o o t  ' i n  a c a s t  f o r  
about  1 4  days o r  so .  

A. During t h i s  p e r i o d  he was t h e r e .  

MR MACCRATE: Could t h i s  have' been a f u r t h e r  v i s i t ,  o r  i.s t h i s  
t h e  v i s i t  t h a t  you r e c a l l  a s  fo l lowing  h i s  t a k i n g  of  command? 

A .  No, I b e l i e v e  t h i s  would have been an a d d i t i o n a l  
v i s i t ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s e e i n g  him a f t e r  t a k i n g  command of t h e  
b r i g a d e ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Do you a s s o c i a t e  any ~ t h e ro f f i c e r s  from t h e  d i v i s i o n  

20' 
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' h e a d q u a r t e r s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e s e  meetings w i th  Colonel  HEN-
DERSON? 

A .  I b e l i e v e  Colonel  PARSON was w i t h  them a l s o .  

' a .  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  e i t h e r  of General  YOUNG 
o r  Colone l  ANISTRANSKI be ing  t h e r e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e .  I can remember a l l  of them, 
Colonel  ANISTRANSXI, General  YOUNG, General  KOSTER, and Colonel  
HENDERSON, Colonel  PARSON be ing  a t  t h e  headqua r t e r s  a t  one t ime .  
I b e l i e v e  it w e s  when Colonel  HENDERSON had h i s  f o o t  i n  t h e  cast 
and t hey  met w i t h  General KOSTER, b u t  i t ' s  very vague, very vague. 

Q 0 Do you r e a l l y  r e c a l l  t h i s ?  I d o n ' t  want t o  p u t  any
thoughts  i n  your  head,  b u t  I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  b r i n g  back who were 

' t h e  people  around who might have been? 

A. I can very v i v i d l y  p i c t u r e  Colonel  HENDERSON and Gen-
e r a l  KOSTER and Colonel  PARSON. Now t h e r e  was one o r  two o t h e r  
people  t h e r e  and I can s e e  them, b u t  I can n o t  p u t  a f a c e  on 
them. I can remember c o l o n e l  ANISTRANSKI be ing  i n  on one of  
t h e s e  meetings once and I c a n ' t  p l a c e  him wi th  one of t h e s e  ex-
t r a  f a c e s .  

10: Do. you remember about what, t i m e  of day it was? 

A. Afternoon.  

Q Now l e t ' s  go back j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  We t a l k e d  about  
Colonel  HENDERSON . f i r s t  coming t o  the, headqua r t e r s  a long about  
t h e  20th and then  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  1 0  days o r  s o ,  you saw him 
i n  a c a s t .  Now about 4 days p r i o r  t o  t h a t  t ime ,  on a Sunday 
morning, do you remember Colonel  HOLLADAY? You i .nd ica ted  you> . 

knew Colonel  HOLLADAY, t h e  a v i a t i o n  of f ice r :  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q .  Do you r e c a l l  a major coming i n t o  t h e  headqua r t e r s  
and t r y i n g  t o  s e e  General  KOSTER. Now you were probably t h e r e ,  
b u t  I know t h a t  General  KOSTER w a s n ' t  t h e r e .  

A. Colonel  HOLLADAY and ano the r  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ?  

Q - Yes, a major by ,  t h e  name of  WATKE. . .Th is  would have 
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been on a Sunday morning, about  0800, on 1 7  March. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  

Q *  . Well, i n  f a c t  General  KOSTER wasn ' t . t h e r e .  

A. Wasn 't t h e r e ?  

Q Well,  you probably remember t h a t  t h a t  n i g h t ,  t h e  
prev ious  evening,  he  had a L ieu tenan t  General  w i t h  him by t h e  
name of DOLEMAN. 

A. ' ,  Oh, .yes. 

Q- He and General  DOLEMAN depa r t ed  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. 
I know t h e s e  two o f f i c e r s  came t o  t h e  headqua r t e r s  and found Gen-
e r a l  KOSTER n o t  t h e r e  and they  saw General  YOUNG. Do you r e m e m -
b e r  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  ? 

A. I can remember General DOLEMAN, and General  KOSTER 
and General  DOLEMAN l e a v i n g .  I.could  .have been a t  church t h a t  
morning. . . 

Q Yes. 

A. I went t o  church i n  t h e  c h a p e l  t h e r e ,  I b e l i e v e  it 
w a s  around t h a t  time.. 

Q Well, I ' l l  l e t  you o f f  on t h a t  account ,  I ' m  glad. 
t o  h e a r  you went t o  church,  t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  enough of us t h a t  d i d .  
You t a l k e d  about s e e i n g  Colonel  HENDERSON, then  w e  t a l k e d  about 
s e e i n g  him aga in  w i th  h i s  l e g  i n  a c a s t .  Although M r .  MACCRATE 
has  shown you t h e s e  le t ters  we have f a i r l y  i n d i c a t i v e  ev idence  
t h a t  General  KOSTER d i d  i n  f a c t ,  around t h e  middle of A p r i l ,  may-
be 10-12 days a f t e r  you saw Colonel  HENDERSON, s end  a n o t e  t o  
Colonel  HENDERSON. H e  a t t a c h e d  t o  h i s  l e t t e r  a copy of  t h e  l e t -
t e r  which you saw from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  L i eu t enan t  TAN, t o  
t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  t h a t  s a i d  t h a t  he had t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  TOAN 
about  t h i s .  Colonel  TOAN had given him t h i s  copy of t h i s  par -
t i c u l a r  l e t t e r  and he wanted Colonel  HENDERSON t o  look i n t o  i t ,  
i n v e s t i g a t e  it, and r e p o r t  t o  him. Now do you remember w r i t i n g  
such a l e t t e r ,  t a k i n g  General  KOSTER1s  d r a f t  and f i n i s h i n g  it 
up? W e  know f o r  example t h a t ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  w e  have reasonably  
conc lus ive  evidence o r  i n d i c a t i v e  evidence t h a t  such a l e t t e r  
d i d  a r r i v e  a t  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  11 th  Brigade,  over  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  of 
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' General  KOSTER, w i t h  t h i s  one a t tachment .  That  would probably 
have been a comparat ively  s h o r t  p i e c e  oE paper .  I t  wou ldn ' t  
have been long .  

A. NO,  s i r .  I c a n ' t  remember ty,ping anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t  
a t  a l l .  

Q. Now, l e t ' s  go back j u s t  one more s t e p .  L e t ' s  go back 
t o  when Colonel  HENDERSON was t h e r e  w i t h  h i s  l e g  i n  a c a s t .  Do 
you remember a f t e r  they  a l l  g o t  through t a l k i n g  about  i t ,  what I 
r e f e r e d  t o  a s  " w a l l o ~ ~ a - i n g "about  t h i s  whole s i t u a t i o n  and e i t h e r  
t h a t  n i g h t  o r  t h a t  a f t e rnoon ,  o r  any t i m e  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  see-
i n g  about  a t h r e e - q u a r t e r  page document t h a t  s a i d  something w i t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  complaint  a f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  t h a t  t h i s  whole 
t h i n g  had been checked i n t o  and found n o t  t o  be f a c t ;  t h a t  it 
was t r u e  t h a t  20 o r  30 c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d ,  t h a t  t hey  had 
been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  and gunsh ips ;  t h a t  h i s  complaints  and 
a l l e g a t i o n s  had no founda t ion  i n  f a c t ?  This  shou ld  have been 
around t h e  l a s t  couple  days of  March or up t o  about  5 o r  6 A p r i l ?  
Do you remember s e e i n g  t h a t ?  

A. NO,  s i r ,  I ' m  s o r r y ,  I c a n ' t .  

Q .  Now a s  a r e s u l t  of one paper  t h a t  I mentioned t o  you
where L ieu tenan t  TAN'S  s ig -na ture  w a s  a t t a c h e d ,  I 'rn q u i t e  s u r e  
t h a t  t h i s  one r e p o r t  which you saw, which Colonel  HENDERSON s igned  
o f f  on,  t h a t  ' t h a t ' s  t h e  paper  t h a t  r e ' su l t ed  from t h i s  t h e  one 
d a t e d  2 4  A p r i l .  Do you remember about  a page and a h a l f ,  a cou-
p l e  o f  a t t achmen t s ,  VC propaganda, and an unsigned s t ~ t e m e n t ?  
Now a f t e r  t h a t  t ime you i n d i c a t e d  you h a d n ' t  s een  t h a t  paper  a t  
a l l ,  no knowledge of it. 

A. R igh t .  

Q A f t e r  t h a t  t ime  do you remember e v e r  seeing--and h e r e  
I ' m  t a l k i n g  maybe up t o  a month a f t e r w a r d s ,  sometime i n  mid, t o  
t h e  end of May o r  t o  t h e  20th of  May, l e t ' s  p u t  it about  there - -
d i d  you s e e  ano the r  paper  t h a t  came i n  t h a t  was a 4 t o  5 page doc-
ument t h a t  was from Colonel  HENDERSON now, o r  endorsed by Colo-
n e l  HENDERSON, w i t h  about 4 o r  5 pages w i th  maybe 10-15-20, o r  
25 s igned  s t a t e m e n t s  a t t a c h e d  t o  i t ?  

A. No, s i r .  I c a n ' t  remember t h a t  a t  a l l .  

Now you t a l k e d  about VC propaganda.  and t h e r e  w a s  one 
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' f o r  General  KOSTER, l e t ' s  say  t o  a b r  i ,icde commander, o r  t o  a 
p rov ince  c h i e f ,  o r  t o  Colonel  TOAN, o r  t o  anybody f o r  t h a t  mat-
ter .  There w e r e n ' t  any L e t t e r s  t o  h i s  w i f e ,  I mean n o t  t h e  p r i -
vate k ind  of l e t t e r s ,  pe r sona l  l e t t e r s ,  b u t  no t  p r i v a t e ,  r i g h t ?  

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q They ' re  s o r t  of  o f f i c i a l  b u t  t hey  may n o t  be c l a s s -
i f i e d .  You i n d i c a t e d  you j u s t  t u r n e d  t h o s e  ove r .  D i d n ' t  you 
main ta in  a f i l e  a t  a l l  i n  h i s  s a f e  t h e r e  o f  papers  and l e t t e r s  
and s o  f o r t h  t h a t  you had w r i t t e n  t o  him and were u n c l a s s i f i e d ?  

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  p l a c e  how t h e  l e t t e r  was c i r c u l a t e d  
through t h e  headqua r t e r s .  Copies o f  l e t t e r  t h a t  I typed f o r  
t h e  g e n e r a l  were s igned  and tu rned  over  t o  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  
o r  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  c h i e f  of s t a f f  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  Then I d i d  
r e c e i v e  cop ie s  back,  a f t e r  t h e y  had made t h e i r  c i r c u l a t i o n  
through t h e  headqua r t e r s .  

Q - But what i f  he d i d n ' t  want a l o t  of cop ie s?  No use 
t o  send  cop ie s  of  t h i s  s t u f f  a l l  ove r  t h e  headqua r t e r s .  

A .  No. 

Q - You s e e ,  I ' m  n o t  complete ly  u n f a m i l i a r  wi th  how one 
of  t h e s e  peop.le o p e r a t e s .  

A. I unders tand t h a t .  

Q So j u s t  type  i t ,  probably t h r e e  c o p i e s ,  he would send 
one o r  two forward and you keep a copy i n  your own f i l e ,  and 
t h a t ' s  it. So y o u ' r e  h i s  pe r sona l  s e c r e t a r y .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I can remember s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s  where 
t h a t  happened. He asked me t o  make one o r  two copies  of a l e t -
t e r ,  send two forward and keep one.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any s u b j e c t  
m a t t e r  of  t h e  l e t t e r s .  I d i d  keep a f i l e .  I t  w a s n ' t  very b i g ,  
it was a sma l l  f i l e .  Then when General  KOSTER l e f t  I tu rned  t h e  
f i l e  ove r  t o  t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f .  

Q Turned i t  over  t o  Colonel  PARSON? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q That  was a working f i l e ,  w a s n ' t  i t ?  
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A.  T h a t  was a working f i l e ,  r i g h t ,  w i i h  a l l  of  h i s  l e t -
ters i n  it. H e  d i d n ' t  ask  m e  ' f o r  t h e  f i l e  when he  l e f t ,  t h a t  
I can remember. I t  w a s  s t i l l  i , l t a c t  when I l e f t .  

What do you mean, I ' m  n o t  q u i t e  w i t h  you? c.1Q LJJ 

CJ
A. When General  KOSTER l e f t  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  he d i d n ' t  
r e q u e s t  t h a t  I p u l l  c o p i e s  of  c e r t a i n  l e t t e r s .  

Q H e  d i d n ' t  ask  you? 
1 

A .  No. 

Q When he  had d e p a r t e d  t h e n ,  you t u r n e d  t h e  f i l e  ove r  
t o  Colonel  PARSON, b e f o r e  you went on l e a v e ,  o r  on R&R, ,  o r  
s h o r t . 1 ~t h e r e a f t e r  when you r e t u r n e d  and t h i s  new i n d i v i d u a l  
came i n  t o  work f o r  General  GETTYS? 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

MR WALSH: I ' d  j u s t  l i k e  t o  ask  a q u e s t i o n  about  your  r e f e r e n c e  
i n  your  t es t imony  t o  Task ~ o r c eBarker  b e i n g  a household  word 
a t  one t i m e  around the h e a d q u a r t e r s .  Do you remember why t h a t  
was? 

A. Because it was b e i n g  headed up by Colone l  BARKER, one 
t h i n g .  Normally t h e y  have names u n r e l a t e d  w i t h  commanders f o r  
t a s k  f o r c e s ,  and a s  I can remember some of  t h e  i n i t i a l  o p e r a t i o n s  
t hey  w e r e  q u i t e  s u c c e s s f u l ,  and Colone l  BARKER'S t a s k  f o r c e  
w a s  b e i n g  known a s  a ve ry  e f f i c i e n t  o p e r a t i o n .  Th is  i s  how 
I meant a household  word on Colone l  BARKER'S t a s k  f o r c e .  

Q You d i d n ' t  have any impress ions  t h a t  t h e y  s c u t t l e -
b u t t  a round t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  was de roga to ry ,  b u t  t h e  r e v e r s e ?  

A. No, it was t h e  r e v e r s e ;  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any de roga to ry  
comments a t  a l l .  

10: M r .  HERRIS, w e  a r e  ex t remely  a p p r e c i a t i v e  t h a t  you 
came i n .  We know t h a t  we have been t r y i n g  t o  t a k e  you back 
approx imate ly  2 y e a r s  and t h i s  i s  n o t  e a s y ,  t o  remember p a p e r s ,  
peop l e ,  p l a c e s  and t h i n g s .  I would ask you though,  because  
some of  t h e s e  t h i n g s  a r e  o f  c r i t i c a l  impor tance  t o  what we're 
do ing ,  and w e ' r e  t r y i n g  n o t  t o  l e a v e  a s i n g l e  s t o n e  un turned  and 
I t h i n k  you can  see from t h e  l i n e  of  ou r  q u e s t i o n i n g  t h a t  w e  
know q u i t e  a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  w h a t ' s  t r a n s p i r e d .  I f  any of  t h e s e  
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' p l a c e s  o r  t h i n g s  f i t  back i n t o  p l a c e  f o r  you I ' d  a p p r e c i a t e  ve ry  
much i f  you would g i v e  u s  a c a l l .  I f  i t ' s  o f  such magnitude,  
w e  may a s k  you t o  come buck i n .  I f  n o t ,  w e  may be  a b l e  t o  
s t r a i g h t e n  it o u t  ove r  t h e  phone o r  w e  may s end  somebody o u t  t o  
see you. We a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e s e  pape r s  t h a t  
w e  have been t a l k i n g  abou t ,  t o  p i n  down a l i t t l e  t i g h t e r  a s  t o  
when t h e s e  pape r s  were p r epa red  and how t h e y  were handled  
and s o  on. We'd a p p r e c i a t e  very  much i f  y o u ' d  j u s t  t h i n k  and l e t  
us know. Also  i f  you can t h i n k  o f  any o t h e r  document t h a t  you 
have o r  anybody else h a s  t h a t  might  a s s i s t  us i n  t h i s ,  we 'd  
a p p r e c i a t e  knowing about  them. I f  you have any q u e s t i o n s  
you 'd  l i k e  t o  ask  of  us o r  have any s t a t e m e n t s  you 'd  l i k e  t o  
make, why w e ' l l  g i v e  you t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  do so .  

A .  N O ,  s ir ,  n o t h i n g  a t  a l l .  

MR MACCRATE: I have one a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n  I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask  

you,  M r .  HERRIS. From what we 've  i n d i c a t e d  t o  you on some of  

t h e  pape r s  w e  have n o t  found o t h e r  c o p i e s  t h a t  shou ld  be  i n  

e x i s t e n c e .  W e  found t h e  f i l e s  a t  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  poor  shape 

and I wonder i f  you can g i v e  us  any i n s i g h t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  

t h e  f i l e s ,  a s  t o  where pape r s  t h a t  one might  e x p e c t  t o  be  i n  

t h e  f i l e  might  have gone t o .  Were you aware o f  a f i l i n g  problem 

a t  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and c r i t i c i s m  

made o f  t h e  way i n  which t h e  f i l e s  w e r e  ma in t a ined .  


A. ~ e . s ,s i r ,  I was. No one s'eemed t o  know f o r  s u r e  exac t l ;  
who shou ld  keep what  t ype  o f  f i l e s .  They w e r e  j u s t  f o r  a 
good b i t  of  t i m e  unorganized.  Most a l l  f i l e s  w e r e  k e p t  by 
c h i e f  of  s t a f f ,  by h i s  s e c r e t a r y .  F i l e s  t h a t  w e r e  k e p t  by 
o t h e r  s e c r e t a r i e s  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l s  w e r e  j u s t  more o r  less i t e m s  
t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  h imse l f  had r e q u e s t e d  us t o  do and keep 
cop i e s  o f .  Any p e r s o n a l  cor respondence ,  coming i n  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  
would be  f i l e d .  Every th ing  else was j u s t  r o u t e d  t o  t h e  c h i e f  
of  s t a f f .  

Q But a s  f a r  a s  any th ing  o f  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r ,  when General  a 

KOSTER d e p a r t e d  and you d e p a r t e d  from t h a t  p o s i t i o n ,  it was a l l  

d e l i v e r e d  t o  Colone l  PARSON? 


A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  Major BEASLEY--I b e l i e v e  Major BEASLEY was 

t h e  one t h a t  a c t u a l l y  p icked  t h e  f i l e s  up. H e  s a i d  Colonel  

PARSON was go ing  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h i s .  
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10: W e l l ,  was Major BEASLEY t h e r e  t hen?  I f  I ' m  n o t  
mis taken ,  Major BEASLEY had a l ready '  d e p a r t e d .  Do you r e m e m -
b e r  a Major POWELL coming i n ? '  

A. I can  b r i e f l y  remember Major POWELL. I had complete ly  
. f o r g o t t e n  about  Major POWELL. I b r i e f l y  remember him coming i n ,  
b u t  Major DEASLEY w a s  s t i l l  t h e r e ,  when I was t h e r e .  

Q u i t e  a l i t t l e  p e r i o d  of  o v e r l a p  a c t u a l l y .  

There was, t h e r e  was. 

ir Yes. 

A. I t h i n k  Major BEASLEY went  t o  t h e  f i e l d ,  t h e n  a f t e r ,  
when h e  l e f t  us .  

Q- ' Was he  q u i t e  a pack ' r a t ?  

A. Major BEASLEY? 

Q Y e s .  . . 

A .  'In what  s e n s e ,  s i r ?  

Q 0 W e l l ,  a pack r a t .  Did he  keep a l l  h i s  pape r s  s t a c k e d  
i n  t h e  c o r n e r  o r  on t o p  o f  h i s  s a f e  o r  someplace? 

A. H e  had a desk always f i l l e d  w i t h  They cou ld  
neve r  seem t o  f i n d  a home f o r  some reason .  

Q W e  thank you very  much. I would l i k e  t o  c a u t i o n  you 
a g a i n  on t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  w e  i s s u e d .  W e  cannot  d i r e c t  t h a t  you 
n o t  d i s c u s s  you r  t e s t imony ,  b u t  w e  would r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  
d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  peop l e  
t h a t  have o r  may appear  b e f o r e  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  T h i s  w i l l  n o t  
p r e c l u d e  you,  however, i f  by chance you a r e  c a l l e d  b e f o r e  one 
o f  t h e  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  committees t o  t e s t i f y ,  and more s p e c i f i c a l l y  
I might  f o r s e e  you c a l l e d  by t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  subcommittee of  t h e  
House Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee. I f  t hey  do ask  you o r  d i r e c t  you,  
your  appearance  h e r e  and your  t es t imony  h e r e  w i l l  i n  no way p reven t  
o r  p r ec lude  you from t e s t i f y i n g  t h e r e .  

A. Yes, s i r .  
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10: F ine .  T h i s  h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess a t  t h i s  time. 

(The h e a r i n g  ~ e c e s s e d  a t  0 9 5 6  hours, 1 2  F e b r u a r y ,  1 9 7 0 . '  

, . 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HETHERLY, James LTC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 20 January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: I n s p e c t o r  Genera l ,  
America1 Div i s ion .  

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  i s s u e  
o r  any i n d i c a t i o n  o f  such an occur rence  (pgs.  3 ,  4 )  . 
H e  hea rd  o f  no i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  r e p o r t s  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
(pgs .  5 ,  6 ,  11). The w i t n e s s  cou ld  recall  no d i s c u s s i o n  
o f  any e x t r a o r d i n a r y  occur rence  dur ing  h i s  t e n u r e  a s  
I G  (pg. 1 2 ) .  H e  never  hea rd  a r e p o r t  concerning m a l -
t r e a t m e n t  o f  c i v i l i a n s  o r  p r i s o n e r s  dur ing  h i s  t o u r  
w i t h  t h e  America1 (pg. 15)  . E x h i b i t s  shown t o  t h e  
w i t n e s s  a r e  i n d i c a t e d  below. 
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EXHIBITS 


E X H I B I T  
NUMBER DFSCRIPTION NOTES 

D- 1 MACV ~ i r e c t i v e2 0 - 4  W i t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h .  

D- 5 A m e r i c a 1  Reg 525 W i t  d i d  n o t  reca l l .  

M- 6 A m e r i c a 1  log  S h o w n  t o  w i t n e s s .  

M- 8 I11 MAF O r d e r  5 8 2 0 . 1  W i t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h .  

M- 9 A m e r i c a 1  l e t t e r  2 4  Mar 6 W i t  d i d  n o t  reca l l .  
W i t  had n o t  seen  

R-1 HENDERSON ' s r epor t  i t  n o r  i t s  i n -
c l o s u r e s .  
M e n t i o n e d .  

PAGES 


1 4  


1 6  


1 0  


1 5  


1 6  


5 1 6  


1 0 , 1 1  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0915 hours ,  '3 January 
1970.)  

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named person's a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTGPEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN.. 

. S i r ,  t h e  nex t  w i tnes s  i s  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  James 
H .  HETHERLY. 

(LTC HETHERLY was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows : )  

Colonel  HETHERLY, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  would you p l e a s e  
s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  
and s t a t i o n ?  

" 	 A .  James HETHERLY, L i eu t enan t  Colone l ,  - - - - -, 

Headquar ters ,  1 4 t h  Armored Cav, Fulda,  Germany, APO New York 

09146. 


10: Colonel  HETHERLY, h a v e  you had an oppor tun i ty  t o  
r ead  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  we have provided t o  you? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Do you u n d e r s t a n d t h e m ,  o r  do you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

Y e s ,  s i r ,  I unders tand them, and I h a v e  no q u e s t i o n s .  

Q. Fine .  I should t e l l  you t h a t  a s i d e  from myself h e r e  
t h i s  morning on my l e f t  i s  M r .  Robert  MACCRATE who i s  a c i v i l i a n  
lawyer.  M r .  MACCRATE has  vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  me i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and 
a l s o  t o  p rov ide  l e g a l  counse l  t o  me and t o  t h e  members of t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  team. On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel  ARMSTRONG who has  
been des igna t ed  by t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Chief of S t a f f  t o  a s s i s t  
m e  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  E i t h e r  of t h e s e  gen- 
t lemen may addres s  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you t h i s  morning. You should  
know t h a t  a s i d e  from t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  group,  we have some o t h e r  
people  t h a t  a r e  t a k i n g  tes t imony from o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s .  I n  t h e  
f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  I w i l l  be  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  
f i n a l  r e p o r t ,  reviewing t h e  evidence and making t h e  f i n d i n g s  
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and recommendations. A s  a m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r ,  you a r e  d i r c c t e d  
no't t o  d i scuss  your testimony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  
inc lud ing  o t h e r  witnesses  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  except  as  may 
be' necessary i n  the performance of o f f i c i a l  duty, o r  a s  you may 
be requi red  t o  do s o  before  a .  competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  
o r  admin i s t r a t ive  body. You w i l l  no te  t h a t  I used the  term leg-
i s l a t i v e .  I use t h i s  because t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  you 
w i l l  be c a l l e d  before  one o f  the  congress ional ,  committees. P r i -
mar i ly ,  I think it would be t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  subcommittee of PI 

t h e  House Armed Services  Committee. In  which e v e n t ,  anything -2 
which you have rece ived  h e r e  would n o t  preclude you from t e s - U 
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t i f y i n g  t h e r e .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, you have n o t  been 
c i t e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  case 
of t h e  United S t a t e s  v .  Cal ley ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. That i s  c o r r e c t ,  s ir ,  I have not .  

Q I f  by chance you a r e  s o  c i t e d ,  your appearance h e r e  
w i l l  i n  no way change t h e  e f f e c t  of t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  o r d e r ,  o r  
t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of t h a t  o rde r .  And t h e  same, of course would 
be t r u e  i n  any of t h e  o t h e r  cour ts -mar t ia l  cases  which may a r i s e  
o u t  of the  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ,  such as  t,!ose whim have been charged 
a g a i n s t  Sergeant MITCHELL and s o  on. 

Do you have any ques t ions  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. No, s i r ,  I do not .  

Q. Colonel HETHEmY,  would you i n d i c a t e  what your duty
assignment was w i t h  ' t h e  America1 Divis ion i n  1968? 

A. . . S i r ,  I was the  ~ i v i s i o nI G .  

Q When d i d  y o u . t a k e  over  t h a t  funct ion?  

A. On 15 January 1968. 

@ And how long d i d  you remain i n  t h a t .  capaci ty?  

A. U n t i l  1 2  May 1968. 

Q And, where d i d  you go from t h e r e ?  

A. I went t o  MACV, f u r t h e r  assigned as  t h e  deputy s e n i o r  
adv i so r  of the  C a p i t a l  M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t  of Saigon. 
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Q Since  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1968 has be-
come a ma t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge through newspapers, r a d i o ,  
t e l e v i s i o n ,  and t h e  l i k e ,  which took p lace  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  
of September e a r l y  October 1969, have you had any conversat ions 
wi th  anybody from t h e  d i b i s i o n  o r  from t h e  br igade  o r  from Quang 
Ngai Province concerning what t r a n s p i r e d  a t  My Lai  on the  1 6 t h ,  
o r  concerning any of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of what may have t r ans -
p i r e d  a t  My Lai on t h e  16th? 

A .  No, s i r .  I have no t .  

Q When d i d  you f i r s t  become aware o f  Task Force Bar-
k e r ' s  ope ra t ion  i n t o  Son My, which took p l a c e  on 16 March 1968? 

A .  S i r ,  I became aware t h a t  a Task Force Barker had 
been organized t o  opera te  i n  t h a t  genera l  a rea .  However, the  
s p e c i f i c  a r e a  i n  q u e s t i o n ,  n o t  being c l o s e l y  involved wi th  tac-
t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n s  as  t h e  I G ,  I was n o t  aware t h a t  Task Force Bar-
k e r  s p e c i f i c a l l y  opera ted  i n  t h i s  a rea .  So a s p e c i f i c  d a t e  I ' m  
unable t o  g i v e  you a t  t h i s  t ime. 

Q Did you make i t  a p r a c t i c e  of a t t e n d i n g  the  d a i l y
b r i e f i n g s ?  

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q I have h e r e  t h e  l o g  of t h e  America1 Divis ion f o r  16 
March 1968, which we understand t h e  con ten t s  of t h i s  l o g  i n  b r i e f  
were presented  a t  t h e  evening s t a f f  b r i e f i n g .  I w i l l  c a l l  t o  
your a t t e n t i o n  two iterns. One i t em,  number 28 on page 3 .  This 
has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record as  Exh ib i t  M-6. The .o ther  i tem 
i s  number 9 4  on page 9 .  Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  a t  t h e  bottom of t h e  page, 
t h e  f i f t h  l i n e  from t h e  t o p  s t a r t s  out  on opera t ion  Muscatine. 

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e s e  . f i g u r e s  h.aving been b r i e f e d  a t  
. t h e  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  f i g u r e s  t h a t  a r e  important  

a r e  t h e  128 VC K I A ,  3 i n d i v i d u a l  weapons cap tu red ,  2 U.S. k i l l e d  
by h o s t i l e  a c t i o n  and 1 0  U . S .  wounded by h o s t i l e  a c t i o n .  

A .  No, s i r ,  I do n o t  s p e c i f , i c a l l y  remember these  f i g u r e s .  

Q . Do you remember a f igure .  69 k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  

(HE THERLY) 3 APP T-186 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 



F O R  OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

being b r i e f e d ,  which i s  i tem 28? 

' A .  , Again the s p e c i f i c  number 6 9 ,  no,  s i r .  I do not .  

Q. Well, do you remcmber t h a t  up t o  this time t h a t  
t h i s  was t h e  l a r g e s t  ope ra t ion ,  c e r t a i n l y  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  

. r e s u l t s  o r  t h e  most s u c c e s s f u l  ope ra t ion  t h a t  t h e  l l t h  Brigade 
had conducted s i n c e  they  a r r i v e d  i n  country? 

A. S i r ,  I r e c a l l  t h a t  during t h i s  pe r iod  of t ime 
t h a t  t h e  l l t h  had n o t  been d e c i s i v e l y  engaged o r  n o t  a t t a i n e d  
a l a r g e  body count b u t  again t o  r e f e r  t o  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  69 o r  
the  128, s ir ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  those  s p e c i f i c  f i g u r e s .  

Q DO you remember any d i scuss ion  i n  t h e  s t a f f  b r i e f -
i n g  concerning t h e  d i s p a r i t y  i n  t h e  weapons versus  t h e  number 
of enemy KIA, 3 weapons captured as  compares t o  128 enemy KIA? 

A. S i r ,  having served 30 months i n  Vietnam, I th ink  
t h e r e  was some ques t ion  i n  t h e  minds of  commanders and o f f i c e r s  
concerned where t h e r e  was a l a r g e  body count and a very f e w  
weapons captured.  I s p e n t  most of  my time wi th  ARVN. I 
know, as  adv i so r s ,  you look a t  t h i s  where t h e r e  a r e  a l a r g e  
number of enemy k i l l e d  and a very few weapons captured.  The 
d i s p a r i t y '  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t ,  no, s i r ,  I do n o t  
r e c a l l  i t .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  i t  being d iscussed .  

Q Do you remember the  d i v i s i o n  commander o r  t h e  
a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commander saying ,  "wel l ,  l e t ' s  check on 
t h i s , "  o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n o t .  
. . 

Q - .  Now you were s i t t i n g  . r i g h t  along wi th  a group of 
i n d i v i d u a l s  from t h e  s p e c i a l  s t a f f  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g s .  I would 
understand t h e  arrangement w i t h  t h e  genera l  s t a f f  g e n e r a l l y  
t o  . .the , f r o n t  and you people spread  around behind .with' s t i l l  
another  row of l e s s e r - l i g h t s  behind t h a t .  Do you remember, any 
d iscuss ions  along i n  about t h a t  t ime somebody s a i d ,  "Yeah, 128 
VC a l l  r i g h t ,  4 VC and 124 women and ch i ld ren"?  

A. No, s ir ,  I do n o t  remember such a comment. 
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8 Were you e v e r  aware t h a t  one of t h e  p i l o t s  i n  t h e  
123d Aviation B a t t a l i o n  had repor ted  t h a t  t h e r e  was indiscr im-

' i n a t e  k i l l i n g  of women and ch i ld ren  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  day? 

A. No, s i r .  I K ~ Snot  aware of  t h i s .  I f e e l  t h a t  i n  
my job as the i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l ,  had I heard  this, I would have 
been compelled by my job and my duty t o  my commander t o  go t e l l  
him t h a t  and sugges t  t h a t  my o f f i c e  Conduct an i n v e s t i g a i o n  of 
such, t o  a t  l e a s t  r eques t  permission t o  conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q Were you e v e r  aware t h a t  t h e  11th Brigade had been 
ordered t o  conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. A s  i n s p e c t o r  genera l  would you n o t  expec t  t h a t  you
would have been n o t i f i e d ?  Even though it was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
of an o p e r a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n ?  

A. It would seem l o g i c a l  t o  me t h a t  I would have been 
n o t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e r e  had been an i n v e s t i s a t i o n  d i r e c t e d .  How-
e v e r ,  i t  would appear t o  me a l s o  t h a t  i t  would have n o t  been 
of n e c e s s i t y  unless  i t  was an I G  connected i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  If 
i t  were a command d i r e c t e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  from CG America1 
~ i v i s i o nt o  CG l l t h  Brigade, then  I s e e  a p o s s i b l i i t y  t h a t  I 
would n o t  have been t o l d .  

&. I f  it had t o  do wi th  the  p o s s i b l e  unnecessary
k i l l i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s ,  would t h a t  have changed M e  complexion? 

A. I f e e l ,  s i r ,  t h a t  t h i s  i s  command prerogat. ive t o  
. d e t a i l  who he might s e e  f i t  t o  conduct t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I f  

t h e  commander saw f i t  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  comander of  t h e  11th  B r i -
gade t o  conduct t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  then  poss ib ly  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  
genera l  of  t h e  d i v i s i o n  would n o t  have become involved.  

Q .  Were you aware t h a t  an o r a l  re .port  o f .  t h e  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  was de l ive red  t o  t h e  commanding genera l?  . 

A. NO, sir.  

Q . I have h e r e  Exh ib i t  R - 1 ,  which i s  a r e p o r t  of in -
v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  the  Commanding ~ e n e r a l ,~ r n e r i c a lDivis ion ,  
da ted  2 4  Apr i l  and I ask you t o  review t h e  con ten t s  of  t h e  
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f i r s t  two pages of t h i s  e x h i b i t .  Were you ever  made aware of 
t h e  contents  of t h i s  document? 

N O ,  s ir .  

Q I'd ask you t o  t u r n  t o  t h e  f i r s t  i n c l o s u r e  on the  
fol lowing page. Have you eve'r seen  t h i s  s t a t ement  o r  anything 
comparable t o  i t ?  

N O ,  s ir .  

Q From your knowledge of NACV d i r e c t i v e s  concerning 
t h e  r e p o r t i n g  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of war cr imes,  should t h i s  
have e l i c i t e d  a r e p o r t  t o  h igher  headquar ters?  c.1 

Lt-s 

A .  Most d e f i n i t e l y ,  s i r .  

Q: Do you know of any r e p o r t  being forwarded t o  h igher  
he adquar ters  ? 

A. No, sir .  I do no t .  

Q- I ' l l  c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  nex t  i n c l o s u r e .  
This i s  a b i t  of Vie t  Cong propaganda as  it is s o  i n d i c a t e d  i n  
t h e  b a s i c  document. You' 11 n o t i c e  t h a t  i t ' s  d i r e c t e d  p r imar i ly  
a t  t h e  ARVN s o l d i e r .  The f i r s t  page I would say  i s  r a t h e r  
s t andard  Vie t  Cong d i a l e c t i c ,  b u t  a t  the  t o p  of t h e  second page 
i n  t h e  second paragraph, you w i l l  no te  t h a t  it does g e t  down 
t o  s p e c i f i c s .  Did you e v e r  s e e  t h a t  p i e c e  of propaganda o r  
anything comparable t o  i t ?  

A .  I have never  seen  t h i s  s p e c i f i d  p i e c e  of propaganda. 
I have seen  VC o r  NVA propaganda which tended t o  go along these  
l i n e s  on s e v e r a l  occasions.  This s p e c i f i c  one, I do n o t  r e c a l l  
having seen.  

& Do you r e c a l l  having seen  many of them t h a t  c i t e d  
t h e  u n i t ,  a d a t e ,  and t h e  a r e a ,  and s o  on wi thou t  going o f f  
i n  t h e  broad ve in?  

A. No, s i r .  The ones t h a t  I saw were more g e n e r a l ,  
based a t  the  America1 s o l d i e r  i n  g e n e r a l  as  be ing  a war mon-
g e r  and t h i s  s o r t  of th ing .  . 
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Q We would understand t h a t  t h i s  r e p o r t  was da ted  
2 4  Apr i l  b u t  was probably n o t  reviewed i n  d i v i s i o n  u n t i l  

'sometime around 8 t o  LO May. Do you r e c a l l  around about 
t h a t  pe r iod  i s s u i n g  an order  appoint ing an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r ?  

A . ,  May I check some o r d e r s ?  (Witness r e f e r s  t o  
some personal  records contained i n  h i s  b r i e f c a s e  .) I depar ted  
t h e  America1 Divis ion t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge on 10 May 
t o  my new assignment i n  MACV. I do n o t  r e c a l l  having i s s u e d  
an o r d e r  t o  appoin t  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r .  

Q Now as a ma t t e r  of opin ion ,  Colonel HETHERLY, 
a s  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  genera l ,  i f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander had s a i d  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  d o e s n ' t  s u f f i c e ,  t o t a l l y  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y ;  
now I want a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted. How would t h i s  
have been done? 

A. I f  he had given me those i n s t r u c t i o n s - -

Q *  ( In te rpos ing)  I ' m  n o t  sayillg he gave you those 
i n s t r u c t i o n s .  I f  he s a i d  t h a t  he wanted a formal i n v e s t i -
ga t ion  conducted, i n  your judgment, your p r o f e s s i o n a l  judg-
ment as  an i n s p e c t o r  genera l ,  which you have obviously served  
i n  f o r  some t ime,  what should have happened? 

A. The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  should have been i n i t i a t e d  ime-
d i a t e l y  by t h e  i n s p e c t o r  genera l .  I f e e l ,  had he i s sued  t h e s e  
o rde r s  cons ider ing  t h e  se r iousness  of t h e  a l l e g a t i o n ,  I would 
have conducted i t  myself based upon h i s  guidance as  a formal 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  should be conducted and would have s e t  about 
conducting the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my a i l i t y .  I 
r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know what e l s e  y o u ' r e  looking f o r ,  sir.  

Q No, t h a t  answers my ques t ion .  ' A s  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  
g e n e r a l ,  if the  word had come t o  you, you would have recog-

' .  nized  it as  a  proper  job f o r  the .  i n s p e c t o r .  genera l  and of such 
magnitude t h a t  you would have probably conducted it y o u r s e l f .  

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q Along wi th  the  appropr ia t e  a s s i s t a n c e .  

A. Yes, s i r .  A d i v i s i o n  1 G . s e c t i o n  i n  wartime i s  
very ,  very s l i m .  I had only one a s s i s t a n t  who s p e n t  much of 
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h i s  time on i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  Both of us t r i e d  t o  handle t h e  
. walk-in t r a f f i c  on r e g u l a r  complaints ,  s o  I t h i n k  t h a t  I 
would have conducted t h i s  one myself because of the  magnitude 
of the  a l l e g a t i o n s .  

Q. Who was your a s s i s t a n t ?  Had he come from t h e  11th  
Brigade when the  br igade  a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam? 

A. S i r ,  I cannot r e c a l l  h i s  name a t  this t ime.  C:. 

& 
Q Major COMEAU, does t h a t  r i n g  a b e l l ?  a 

c2 
A. No, s i r .  

-MR MACCRATE :. Major SAFERSTEIN? 

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q Major PARNELL? 

A. PARNELL, y e s ,  s i r .  Now, t o  the  b e s t  of my know-
ledge ,  PARNELL came d i r e c t l y  from t h e  s t a t e s .  

10: I go t  t h e  J A G  -and t h e  I G  mixed up. COMEAU was i n  
t h e  s t a f f  Judge Advocate Off ice .  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I r e c a l l .  

A. Yes, s ir .  He was, I b e l i e v e ,  a t  t h a t  time t h e  
a c t i n g  d i v i s i o n  J A G  o f f i c e r  about t h a t  t ime. Also my replace-
ment was t h e r e  about t h e  time t h a t  you a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  to-
ward May, i n  *at May time frame. Colonel J O N E S ,  I b e l i e v e  
t h a t  was h i s  name. Colonel JONES came i n .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you r e c a l l  Colonel. JONES f i rs t  -name? 

A. No, s i r ,  I do no t .  He was a co lored  o f f i c e r .  I 
do no t  r e c a l l  h i s  f i r s t  name. 

10: Let me ask you another  r a t h e r  t e c h n i c a l  ques t ion  
concerning r e p o r t s .  L e t ' s  assume t h a t  one of the a v i a t o r s  
might have seen what he cons iders  a major a t r o c i t y  a s  I asked 
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' you b e f o r e ,  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g  of women and ch i ld ren .  I f  
h e ,  having l i v e d  c lose  t o  t h e  chapla in  and gone t o  the  chapla in  

, o r  t o  a  chapla in  and repor ted  i t ,  how should t h i s  be handled 
from t h e  c h a p l a i n ' s  p o i n t  of view? 

A. . Well, s i r ,  i t ' s  been my experience i n  t h e  p a s t  t h a t  
some information given t o  chapla ins  is p r i v i l e g e d  and--

Q . . ( In te rpos ing)  I understand t h a t  bu t  l e t ' s  work 
f u r t h e r  on t h i s  and say  i t ' s  n o t  a  p r i v i l e g e  and t h i s  came 
and i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  was bo the r ing  him. He wanted t o  
r e p o r t  i t . 
A. The chap la in  be ing  a s p e c i a l  s t a f f  o f f i c e r  t o  the  
CG, I would thinlc had t h i s  man come t o  t h e  chapla in  and t o l d  
him of such a happening, it would appear l o g i c a l  t o  me f o r  
t h e  chapla in  t o  go a t  l e a s t  t o  someone i n  the headquar ters  
b u i l d i n g ,  and ADC, c h i e f  o r  s t a f f ,  ox t h e  g e n e r a l  and r e l a t e  
t o  them what he was t o l d .  Of course ,  s i r ,  t h i s  i s  my own 
personal  f e e l i n g s  on what I would have done with t h e  informa- 
t i o n  had i t  been given t o  me a s  a  chapla in .  

Q. That ' s  why I ' m  asking you because you a r e  f a m i l i a r  
with r e p o r t i n g  an i n v e s t i g a t i v e  procedure.  So t h i s  i s  the 
reason I ' m  r e a l l y  asking you a  m a t t e r  of opinion.  Now suppose 
t h i s  informat ion  has  n o t  come t o  l e t ' s  say  t h e  d i v i s i o n  chap- 
l a i n  bu t  has  come t o  a  chapla in  of  a  subord ina te  command, 
whether i t  be a  br igade  o r  whether i t  be one of t h e  d i v i s i o n a l  
suppor t  u n i t s  .. 
A. Well,  again I pe r sona l ly  f e e l  t h a t  a  chapla in  must 
have l o y a l t y  t o  h i s  commander and i f  I were t h e  chapla in  and 
i t  came t o  my a t t e n t i o n ,  I would go t o  my commander and say I 
have heard t h i s .  I t  seems s e r i o u s  t o  me, and i t ' s  been bother-  
i n g  me e v e r  s i n c e  I was t o l d .  I t ' s  bo the r ing  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
who t o l d  me, and I want t o  r e p o r t  i t  t o  you. And p o s s i b l y  he 
would go t o  h i s  next  s e n i o r  chapla in  and r e p o r t  i t .  

Q. Would it  appear l o g i c a l  t o  you t h a t  such a s t a t e -
ment, whether you know i . t ls t r u e  o r  n o t ,  t h a t  such should 
remain w i t h i n  chapla in  c i r c l e s ?  

A. No, sir .  I wouldn ' t  t h i n k  i t  would be normal. 
t h i n k  he must look a t  t h e  se r iousness  o r  the magnitude of t h e  
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a l l e g a t i o n  o r  rumor o r  whatever. But i t  i s  of s i g n i f i c a n t  
magnitude s o  i t  would appear t o  me t h a t  you c o u l d n ' t  j u s t  

. keep it t o  y o u r s e l f ,  t h a t  you would be ob l iga ted  t o  make 
i t  known. 

Q =  D o  you know where Colonel J O N E S  is  now? 

A. No, sir.  I do no t .  

Q Were you e v e r  quer ied  by anybody from the  11 th  
Brigade on how t o  conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  how t o  handle 
i t  and s o  f o r t h ,  by e i t h e r  Colonel HENDERSON o r  Colonel 
BARKER? 

A. Not t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, sir.  We had 
' a c t i n g  IGs i n  t h e  b r igades  t h a t  handled r o u t i n e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  . 
Q NIO was t h e  a c t i n g  I G  of  the 11 th  Brigade, do you
know? 

A. He was the  br igade  S1. 

(LTG PEERS l e f t  t h e  hear ing  room a t  t h i s  t ime.). . 

MR MACCRATE: Colonel IIETHERLY, were you, a t  any time i n  your 
4 months a s  t h e  I G  of  Americal Divis ion ,  asked t o  review any 
r e p o r t s  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  coming up from any of t h e  b r igades?  

A. In  my capaci ty  a s  the  d i v i s i o n  i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l ,  
i t  was my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  review a11 i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t h a t  
were made by the  a c t i n g  I G s  a t  t h e  br igade .  I was n o t ,  t o  the 
b e s t  of my knowledge, asked t o  review any command d i r e c t e d  o r  
command conducted i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  from any of t h e  br igades .  

Q .' I f  a  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of 
R-1 ,  t h a t  i s  be fo re  you, was rece ived  a t '  t h e  Americal Divis ion 
b y  t h e  commanding genera l  what process ing  would. you ,expect i t  . . 

t o ' r e c e i v e ?  To whom would it i n  normal c o u r s e  be r e f e r r e d  and 
where would you expect  i t  f i n a l l y  t o  be lodged i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
f i l e s ?  

A. Tha t ' s  a very d i f f i c u l t  ques t ion .  Had t h e  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  been d i r e c t e d  by t h e  CG of t h e  l l t h  Brigade o r  through 
command channels ,  i t  would appear l o g i c a l  t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
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would have been re tu rned  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  d i r e c t i n g  the  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  i . e . ,  t he  commanding genera l .  The commanding 


' g e n e r a l  upon r e c e i p t  and review of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  then a t  
h i s  own d i s c r e t i o n  could have i t  reviewed by any number of 
i n d i v i d u a l s .  An i n v e s t i 5 a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  type hap- 
pening i t  would seem l o g i c a l  t o  me t o  have the  3 look a t  i t  
t o  check t h e  accuracy of t h e  chronologica l  l i s t i n g  of events  
and the  area .  A review by t h e  3 i n  l i g h t  of t h e s e  t h i n g s  
would be appropr ia t e .  I t  might be reviewed by o t h e r  i n d i -  
v i d u a l s ,  t he  G1, t he  J A G ,  o r  t h e  I G  f o r  completeness and 
proper  format and proper cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a i o n ,  
t o  s e e  i t  was proper .  Where i t  would e v e n t u a l l y  come t o  r e s t  
i n  a f i l e  somewhere, s i r ,  I have no i d e a .  It could end up 
i n  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  personal  f i l e s  on down t o  inc lude  the in-
s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l ' s .  I ' m  j u s t  guessing a t  a  h y p o t h e t i c a l  case  
now. I have no way of knowing. I t ' s  j u s t  my i d e a  of  where 
it might end up and t h e  way it might be processed.  I d o n ' t  
know; i t  would be up t o  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l .  

Q O  I f  you had been charged wi th  making such an in -  

v e s t i g a t i o n ,  a s  General PEERS previously pos tured  t o  you, . 

would you have considered it i n  t h e  circumstances appro-

p r i a t e  t o  address  yourse l f  t o  the S5? 


A. Yes, s i r .  This i s  another  i n d i v i d u a l  which I 

omit ted i n  my previous d i scuss ion  who would d e f i n i t e l y  

have an i n t e r e s t .  


Q - D& you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  dur ing  t h e  month of 
March o r  A p r i l  o r  a  p o r t i o n  of  May t h a t  you were t h e r e  i n  1968 
of anyone a t  Chu Lai d i scuss ing  any as?ec t  of  an inves . t iga t ion  
t h a t  had been reques ted  o r  was be ing  made concerned about 
anything i n  t h e  11th  Brigade and i t ' s  examination, anything 
t h a t  would sugges t  t h e r e  was i n  process  t h e  k ind  of khing t h a t  
you s e e  r e f l e c t e d  t h e r e  i n  Exh ib i t  R-l? 

A. No, s i r .  I do n o t  because when t h i s .  a l l  came o u t ,  
was made p u b l i c ,  I r e c a l l  complete ignorance  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  
when i t  was f i r s t  made p u b l i c  knowledge. I d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  o r  any h i n t  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
one going on. 

Q. A s  you sea rch  your mind today w i t h  t h e  b e n e f i t  

of examining R-1 ,  looking a t  t h e  log  of t h e  America1 Divis ion 
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you have h e r e ,  can you r e c a l l  any conversat ions with General 
KOSTER o r  wi th  General YOUNG, w i th  Colonel PARSON o r  wi th  the  
G l ,  ' the G 2 ,  the G 3 ,  t h e  G5, w i t h  Chaplain LEWIS, o r  anyone 
e l s e  a t  t h e  command i n  Chu L'ai t h a t  now wi th  t h e  b e n e f i t  of 
h i n d s i g h t  you can i n  any way boss ib ly  r e l a t e  t o  any ex t raor -  
d ina ry  i n c i d e n t  i n  March 1968? 

A .  	 NO,  s i r ,  I cannot.  

Q. General PEERS asked you r i g h t  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  of h i s  
ques t ion ing  whether from t h e  time t h a t  i t  came t o  p u b l i c  a t t e n -
t i o n  i n  the  f a l l  of 1969 t o  t h i s  t ime whether you had d iscussed  
t h e  ma t t e r  o r  been approached by anyone a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  C)
d i v i s i o n  t o  i n q u i r e  about i t .  I would l i k e  t o  extend t h e  ques- a 
t i o n  back t o  cover t h e  pe r iod  March 1969 t o  September, October 
of 1969. This ma t t e r  was t h e  s u b j e c t  of an I G  and l a t e r  a CID 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  as  I ' m  s u r e  y o u ' r e  now aware, dur ing  t h a t  pe r iod  
of t ime,  and I wondered i f  a t  any t ime dur ing  t h a t  p e r i o d ,  in -
q u i r y  was made of you respec t ing  t h e  f i l e s  of t h e  Americal 
Divis ion o r  anything t h a t  you might know about this m a t t e r .  

A. 	 NO , sir .  

Q. We have q u i t e  f r ank ly  run i n t o  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y .  

R-1  i s  a carbon copy of t h e  r e p o r t  which was found a t  br igade .  

We have t o  t h i s  time been unable t o  l o c a t e  a copy of t h i s  

r e p o r t  a t  t h e  Americal Divis ion.  We would welcome any sug- 

g e s t i o n  you might .have. A l l  concerned would welcome a sug- 

g e s t i o n  as t o  where e l s e  we might sea rch  f o r  such a document. 


A. 	 Other than those s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  t h a t  I mentioned 
.be fo re ,  	s i r ,  I wouldn' t even know where t o  sugges t .  O f  
course ,  t h i s  i s  making t h e  assumption it  was never  forwarded 
o r  anything' of  t h i s  na tu re .  I have no i d e a  where t h e  o r i g i n a l  
might b e ,  s i r ,  i f  i t  could n o t  be loca ted  i n  t h e  Americal 
Divis ion.  

(LTG PEERS e n t e r e d  the  hea r ing  room.). 

10: Did you e v e r  have d e s t r u c t i o n  of  f i l e s  o r  
r e t i r ement  of t h e  f i l e s  whi le  you were t h e r e ?  

A. My answer t o  t h a t ,  s i r ,  would have t o  be yes .  I 
malce t h i s  s ta tement  because when I go t  Lhere I was n o t  s a t i s f i e d  
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w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  system t h a t  I found i n  t h e  I G  o f f i c e .  I 
arranged the  f i l e s  according t o  r e g u l a t i o n s  and r e t i r e d  o r  

'des t royed those f i l e s  which should have been r e t i r e d  o r  des-
t royed p r i o r  t o  t h a t .  However, t h i s  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  r e t i r ement ,  
r e a r r a n v e n t  of f i l e s  wac i n  January,  a t  t h e  l a t e s t  February,  
a f t e r  my a r r i v a l  t h e r e .  I a m  n o t  aware of any d e s t r u c t i o n  o r  
r e t i r ement  of f i l e s  a f t e r  I once arranged them as I saw f i t  
and go t  i t  going, ope ra t ing  t h e  way I wanted i t  t o  opera te .  

Q We were very hopeful  o f  f i n d i n g  a l o t  of r e ~ o r t s  
and records when we went t o  t h e  Americal Div i s ion ,  b u t  w e  
found t h a t  w e  were q u i t e  d isappoin ted  i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  we  
could f i n d  d i r e c t i v e s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  p o l i c i e s ,  SOPS and th ings  
of t h i s  ca tegory ,  and a l l  t h e  f i l e s  t h a t  one would expect  t o  
f i n d  i n  a headquar ters  such as  your logs  and t h i n g s  of t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  category of r e p o r t s  and s o  f o r t h  t h a t  they were 
few and f a r  between. 

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q- Which would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  scmetime i n  t h e  i n t e r i m  
t h e r e  must have been some purging of t h e  f i l e s  one way o r  
another  and perhaps a very v a l i d  reason,  perhaps the  volume 
of t h e  f i l e s ,  perhaps a s p e c i f i e d  re t i r ement  d a t e ,  o r  perhaps 
an IG i n s p e c t i o n  which could have caused such a c t i o n .  

A. I had j u s t  e s t a b l i s h e d  and scheduled normal inspec-
t i o n s  of t h e  u n i t s  of  t h e  Americal Divis ion .  I was conducting 
p re inspec t ions  i n  p repara t ion  f o r  ~ ~ ~ ' U S A R Vi n s p e c t i o n .  How-
e v e r ,  I was n o t  t h e r e  long enough t o  s e e  l h m  c a r r y  it through. 
One t h i n g  t h a t  I f e e l  might have a bea r ing  on t h e  f i l e s  and 
t h e  systems and t h e  procedures t h a t  were used,  t h e  Americal 
was a r a t h e r  unique d i v i s i o n  i n  t h a t  i t  had a l l  s e p a r a t e  
b r igades .  A t  t h e  t ime I jo ined  t h e  d i v i s i o n  the br igades  s t i l l  
had t h e i r  medical suppor t ,  t h e i r  l o g i s t i c  s u p p o r t ,  t h e i r  admin-
i s t r a t i v e  suppor t ,  and they were j u s t  i n  t h e  process  of p u l l i n g  
this up i n t o  the  d i v i s i o n  t o  make a s t a n d a r d  d i v i s i o n  as  w e  
know it. The suppor t  command was j u s t  be ing  organized s o  
poss ib ly  t h i s  might have some bea r ing  on t h e  amount of f i l e s  
t h a t  you were a b l e  t o  f i n d  when you g o t  t o  t h e  America1 
Divis ion.  It was no t  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y  a normal d i v i s i o n  when 
I joined it. 
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Q. Did you f i n d  t h i s  from a p o i n t  of view of t h e  
s p e c i a l  s t a f f ?  I can s e e  how t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  s t a f f ,  t a l k i n g  
p r i m a r i l y  about t h e  2 and t h e  3, how t h i s  might have functioned 
q u i t e  smoothly. 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q But I ' m  t h ink ing  i n  terms of the  1 and t h e  4 and 
t h e  s p e c i a l  s t a f f  members such as  y o u r s e l f .  Did you f i n d  t h i s  C-.I 

environment d i f f i c u l t  t o  l i v e  w i t h  a t  t h a t  time? G) 

A. 
6 1 

Well, s i r ,  I wouldn ' t  say d i f f i c u l t  t o  l i v e  w i t h .  
I would say i f  was more d i f f i c u l t  than  a  normal d i v i s i o n  and 
poss ib ly  a  l i t t l e  more e f f o r t ,  a l i t t l e  more coord ina t ion ,  was 
necessary t o  make it work. 

Q I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I pu t  t h a t  very w e l l .  Perhaps t h e  
ques t ion  should have been was it a very e f f i c i e n t  o rgan iza t ion?  

A. I n  my p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a . a s  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l ,  I 
f e l t  t h a t  i t  was. I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  1 o g i s t i c . a l  f i e l d  poss ib ly  
was t h e  one t h a t  was hampered the most. 

Q I have h e r e  a document which has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  
our  record as  Exh ib i t  D-1. I t ' s  dire directive 20-4, da ted  
27  A p r i l  1967. I would ask i f  you were f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h i s  
document. S p e c i f i c a l l y  I would c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  para-
graph 2 on the  f i r s t  page; then  on the second page paragraph 
5a ,  b ,  c ,  and d. . I d o n ' t  t h ink  i t ' s  necessary t o  read  a l l  of 
d ;  I th ink  t h a t  d ( 1 )  i s  a l l  t h a t  i s  necessary .  

A. Yes , sir. 

(2. Are you f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h i s ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. I a l s o  have another  ddcurnent which has  been. e n t e r e d  
i n t o  t h e  record  as M-8. This i s  da ted  3 June  1967, Headquar-
t e r s ,  I11 MAF. This i s  t h e  implementing i n s t r u c t i o n  from I11 
MAF f o r  20-4. Are you f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h i s ,  document? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I f e e l  t h a t  I am. 
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Q. W e  have acquainted you wi th  Exh ib i t  R-1 ,  r e p o r t  
, , o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  dated 2 4  Apr i l  1968. Again as  a mat ter  of 

p ro fess iona l  judgment and opin ion ,  w i t h i n  the procedures 
e s t a b l i s h e d  by 20-4 and'by t h e  I11 MAF d i r e c t i v e ,  should t h i s  
i n c i d e n t  o r  a l l e g a t i o n  hhve been repor ted  t o  h igher  head-
q u a r t e r s ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Even a t  t h i s  l a t e  t ime, t h i s  is 2 4  .Apr i l ,  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  was 16 March? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

' Q .  Qn you say o r  give u s  your impression of what 
the  pol icy  was w i t h i n  the  d i v i s i o n  concerning t h e  t rea tment  
of  noncbmbatants , providing s a f e t y  and s e c u r i t y  t o  noncombat-
a n t s ,  t h e  handl ing '  of p r i soners  of war,  and a l l  t h ings  gen-
e r a l l y  r e l a t e d  t o  the  r u i e s  of land  war fa re  and t h e  Geneva 
Convention? 

A. I w i l l  say t h a t  dur ing  my s h o r t  s t a y  a t  the  
America1 Divis ion no mistreatment  of  p r i s o n e r s  came t o  my 
a t t e n t i o n .  I d i d  n o t ,  during my s.tay t h e r e  as  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  
g e n e r a l ,  i n v e s t i g a t e  a mistreatment  of war p r i soners .  I do 
f e e l  t h a t  the  PSYWAR program helped ,  t h a t  i s ,  be fo re  going 
i n t o  an LZ of  going i n  w i t h  loudspeaker miss ions ,  l e a f l e t  
drops advis ing t h e  innocent  c i v i l i a n s .  t h a t  they were coming 
i n ,  i n  o rde r  t h a t  they might move out  and . p r o t e c t  themselves,  
t ake  the  a c t i o n  which would safeguard  them t o  t h e  b e s t  of 
our  a b i l i t y .  I do know t h a t  those  th ings  were being done 
as  t h i s  i s  j u s t  from hear ing  d i scuss ions  t h a t  d i d  n o t  d i r e c t l y  
involve me b u t  s i t t i n g  i n  on s t a f f  meetings and t h i s  s o r t  of  
th ing .  

Q a Well, i n d i r e c t l y  i t  involves  you though. 

A. Yes. 

Q Did you fin'd the  command w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  and 
t h e  s t a f f  were r e a l l y  p ress ing  t h i s  p o i n t  o f  providing pro-
t e c t i o n  of t h e  noncombatants and making c e r t a i n  t h a t  none of 
them were i n j u r e d  and th ings  of t h i s  category? 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  1 do. I f e e l  it was. 

'Q. Do you have any f e e l  how t h i s  was g e t t i n g  down 
through t h e  chain of  command? 

A. No, sir. I do no t .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  assume 
. t h a t  i t  was o r  assume t h a t  it was no t .  I kngw t h a t  t h e  G5 

during my s t a y  t h e r e  was a very e f f e c t i v e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r .  He 
be ing  the  PSYWAR o f f i c e r ,  I was always under t h e  impression 
t h a t  he d id  a  r e a l  outs tanding  job. But t o  say  t h a t  wi thout  
f a i l  o r  f a u l t  t h i s  a l l  g o t  t o  t h e  bottom, t o  t h e  man a t  t roop  c 
and company and platoon l e v e l  would be making an assumption .Y1: 

C 
on m y  p a r t .  CA 

Q I have h e r e  another  document which has  been e n t e r e d  
i n t o  ,the record as  Exhibi t - D - 5 ,  e n t i t l e d ,  "Combat Operation 
Rules of Engagement," and i r o n i c a l l y  dated 1 6  March 1968 from 
headquar ters  of t h e  Americal Divis ion.  It i s  my understanding 
however, t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p i e c e  of paper had been o u t  f o r  
informat ion  and coordina t ion  wi th  a l l  of t h e  b r igades  p r i o r  
t o  i ssuance  of t h i s  paper ,  s o  t h a t  the  contcA1tsof  it were 
understood. I would ask you i f  you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h a t  and what 
hand you had i n  t h e  p repara t ion  of t h i s  document? 

A. No, s i r .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  having s e e n  t h i s .  To 
the  b e s t  of my knowledge, I had no d u t i e s  o r  no hand i n  t h e  
prepara t ion .  

Q. This document subsequent ly,  of course ,  became p a r t
of t h e  Americal Divis ion SOP which was publ i shed  about 8 weeks 
l a t e r .  Tha t ' s  around about 15  Apr i l .  I have h e r e  another ,  
document which has been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  a s  Exh ib i t  
M - 9 ,  e n t i t l e d ,  "The Safeguarding of Noncombatants," da ted  2 4  
March 1 9 6  8, from headquar ters  of t h e  Americal Divis ion .  

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  e i t h e r  one of these  papers ,  sir.  I 
was i n  the  midst of weeks of i n s p e c t i o n  a t  t h i s  t ime,  q u i t e  
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  I would n o t  have seen  them. I d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  
my o f f i c e  would have had a g r e a t  d e a l  t o  do w i t h  e i t h e r  one 
of them as f a r  as p repara t ion  i s  concerned. They might have 
come through f o r  a  coordina t ion  chop, however, I do no t  r e c a l l  
them. 
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Q Do you r e c a l l  anything t h a t  may have prompted 
. , t h e  i ssuance  of t h i s  command memorandunl s igned by General 

KOSTER? 

A .  S i r ,  I th ink  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  time throughout 
Vietnam t h e r e  was a g r e a t  amount of command emphasis put  on 
this type s u b j e c t ,  r u l e s  of engagement, safeguarding  of non-
combatants. I f e e l  t h a t  p r imar i ly  t h i s  grew o u t  of Te t ,  s ir .  
There was a g r e a t  amount of concern about t h i s  time on t h e  
safeguarding  of c i v i l i a n s ,  t h e  proper  means whereby we could 
a t  l e a s t  a t tempt  t o  reduce t h e  number t h a t  .were i n j u r e d  from 
t h e  war. Pr imar i ly  I f e e l  t h i s  i s  command i n t e r e s t  from t h e  
t o p  based on Tet .  

a .  
t i m e  per iod 

We11, what you say 
f o r  about 3 months 

i s  c o r r e c t  
a f t e r  Tet . t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  

, A. And then  we had another  g r e a t  su rge  o f  it a f t e r  
May. 

Q Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  any d i scuss ions  o r  rumors o r  
anything which may have s a i d  o r  been s a i d  o r  brought about 
by anybody, o f f i c e r  o r  e n l i s t e d  man, i n  the headquar ters  of 
t h e  Americal Divis ion which t i e d  i tself  i n t o  something 
unusual happening i n  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  Son My, 
Tu Cung, Co Luy, during t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  pe r iod?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  I do no t .  A s  I . s t a t e d  once be fo re  
whi le  you were absen t ,  my f i r s t  a p p r a i s a l  of t h i s  t h i n g  was when 
i t  was made p u b l i c ,  and I t lough t  t h a t  it was s t r a n g e  t h a t  
I ,  a member of t h e  Americal Divis ion even though we were 
separa ted  by some d i s t a n c e  from Duc Pho and t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade, 
t h a t  a t  l e a s t  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  something about it. And this 
was my f i r s t  knowledge of i t  when i t  f i r s t  came ou t .  So 
I cannot r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  any rumors o r  anyone say ing  anything 
which would have brought L l i s  t o  my a t t e n t i o n . .  Even a f t e r  
reading t h e  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  . o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  s t i l l  
t h e r e  i s  nothing i n  t h e r e ,  s i r ,  t h a t  r i n g s  a b e l l ,  t h a t  I 
had heard about when I was t h e r e .  

Q Well, I t h i n k  i t  goes wi thout  say ing  then ,  nobody 
repor ted  anything such as  t h i s  t o  you dur ing  t h e  course of 
your i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  your i n s 9 e c t i o n ,  I should s a y ,  through-
ou t  the  d i v i s i o n .  O r  nobody repor ted  such happenings t o  you 
i n  an o f f i c i a l  complaint t o  you as  the  i n s p e c t o r  genera l .  
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A. 	 No, s i r ,  they d i d  n o t .  

- MR MACCRATE: I j u s t  have one f i n a l  ques t ion ,  Colonel HETHERLY. 
You r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  high regard  i n  which you h e l d  Colonel ANI -
STRANSKI, the G 5  , and I would l i k e  t o  i n q u i r e  i f  a t  any t i m e  
j u s t  by chance you had any oppor tuni ty  t o  observe r e l a t i o n s  
between Colonel ANISTRANSKI and the  S5 of t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade, 
Captain KESHEL. I understand t h a t  Captain KESHEL every o t h e r  
week i n  t h e  comrse of  h i s  d u t i e s  made a t r i p  t o  Chu Lai .  I t  
had t o  do wi th  g e t t i n g  funds f o r  solatiurn payments among o t h e r  c:* purposes and s o  I g a t h e r  t h a t  he was a r a t h e r  r e c u r r i n g  f i g u r e  
t h e r e .  I wonder i f  you were pr ivy  o r  had an oppor tun i ty  t o  
observe anything about  t h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  G 5  and t h e  e 
S5 t h a t  you might s h a r e  wi th  us.  

A. N O ,  s i r .  I d i d  not .  I was ve ry ,  very busy a t  t h e  
time between the, i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  on t h e  M-16 r i f l e  and t h e  pre- 
p a r a t i o n  f o r  a l l  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n s .  I wasn ' t  t h e r e  t o o  much, 
s i r ,  and I d i d  n o t  have an oppor tuni ty  t o  observe t h e  S5 from 
t h e  11th .  

I0: Colonel HETHERLY, as  you can w e l l  imagine,  w e  ' r e  
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h i s  j u s t  a s  f a r  a s  we  p o s s i b l y  can and no t  
l eave  a s i n g l e  s t o n e  unturned. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  this morning we 
have t o l d  you many t h i n g s  which on t h e  one hand perhaps you 
d idn '  t e v e r  know befo re  and on t h e  o t h e r  hand t h e r e  might be 
something t h a t  we have brought  ou t  t h a t  might poss ib ly  f i t  
i n t o  p lace  on something t h a t  you 've heard ,or something t h a t  

. 	 you've seen.  So as  a  consequence we would a s k .  t h a t  you continue 

t o  t h i n k  about t h i s .  I f  anything does come t o  mind which 

would a s s i s t  us i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  we'd l i k e  very much f o r  

you t o  g e t  i n  touch wi th  us .  I n  t h e  same s e n s e ,  i f  you have 


documents o r  know of  any documents, memoranda, d i r e c t i v e s ,  
maps, a e r i a l  photos,  photos,  anything t h a t  would be of m a t e r i a l  
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  u s ,  we'd l i k e  t o  have i t  o r  l i k e  t o  have i n f o r -  
mation from you concerning i t s  whereabouts. 

A. 	 Yes, sir.  

Q. 	 A t  t h i s  t ime,  g i v e  you an oppor tun i ty  t o  I I . 1 1  

ask any ques t ions  which you may l i k e  t o  ask o r  i f  you'd l i k e  

t o  e n t e r  a s ta tement  i n t o  t h e  record .  
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A .  . N o ,  s i r ,  I,do n o t  have any ques t ions  and do not 
d e s i r e  t o  e n t e r  a s ta tement .  

10: The hea r ing  will r e c e s s  a t  this t ime.  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1 0 3 0  hours ,  20 February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HILL, Gerald D . ,  Jr .  LTC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 2  January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: A s s i s t a n t  America1 
Div i s ion  In fo rmat ion  O f f i c e r  (became t h e  D i v i s i o n  Informat ion  
O f f i c e r  on 1 A p r i l  1968) .  

The w i t n e s s  was n o t  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  16 March b r i e f i n g  
(pg. 4 ) ,  and h e a r d  no d i s c u s s i o n  concerning a  weapon-KIA 
r a t i o  d i sc repancy  (pg. 5 ) .  H e  thought  t h a t  t h e  photographers  
a t  t h e  Duc Pho PI0  Detachment were "shabby look ing"  b u t  t h a t  
MOODY seemed capab le  (pg. 6 ) .  H e  had seen  t h e  SCHELL 
a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  New Yorker magazine, b u t  he never  heard  o f  
any unnecessary k i l l i n g  o r  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 7 ) .  H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  photographs were p r i n t e d  a t  b r i g a d e  l e v e l  
and  forwarded t o  d i v i s i o n  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  c a p t i o n s  (pg .8)  . 
They would t r y  t o  avoid  b lood and gore  and any photographs 
showing a t r o c i t i e s  would be t u r n e d  i n t o  t h e  S2 o r  t h e  S3 
f o r  e v a l u a t i o n  (pg. 9 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  u s u a l  s t o r y  
was phoned i n  from b r i g a d e  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  1 0 ,  where it 
was assembled,  r e w r i t t e n ,  and pub l i shed  t h e  n e x t  day i n  
the America1 News Shee t  ipg. l b )  . Colonel  DIONNE would 
have p r o o f r e a d y E K i Z j  p r i n t e d  on 17 March 1968. The 
w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  an SOP d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  use  o f  
cameras (pg. 11). 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1403 hour s ,  22 Jan- 
a r y  1970. ) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDH : The fo l lowing  named pe r sons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and M.AJ COOP. 

. S i r ,  t h e  nex t  w i t n e s s  i s  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  
Gerald  D. HILL,  Jr. 

(LTC HILL was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as' fo l lows : )  

Colonel  HILL, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  w i l l  you s t a t e  
your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  Soc ' i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  
and s t a t i o n .  

A. Gera ld  D.  H I L L ,  Jr . ,  L ieu tenan t  Colone l ,  
I work w i t h  t h e  Community R e l a t i o n s  D i v i s i o n ,  

O f f i c e  o f  In fo rma t ion ,  Headquar ters  CONARC, F o r t  Monroe. 

10: Community Re la t ions?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

9 - Colonel  HILL,  have you had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
r ead  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  ( E x h i b i t  M-5 7 )  ?, 

A. Yes, sir. I have. 

Q *  Do you unders tand  them o r  have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. I unders tand  .and have no q u e s t i o n s ,  thank you. 

9 On my l e f t ,  Colonel  HILL ,  i s  M r .  Robert  MACCRATE, 
who i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y .  H e  has  v o l u n t e e r e d  h i s  s e r v i c e s  
t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y  and 
a l s o  t o  p rov ide  l e g a l  counse l  t o  me and t o  o t h e r  members of 
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  team.' On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel  ARMSTRONG, 
an Army c o l o n e l  who has  been d e s i g n a t e d  by t h e  O f f i c e  of 
t h e  Chief of  S t a f f  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
team. E i t h e r  of t h e s e  gentlemen may a d d r e s s  q u e s t i o n s  t o  
you t h i s  a f t e rnoon .  Aside from t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  body, w e  have 
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o t h e r  teams who a r e  t a k i n g  tes t imony from i n d i v i d u a l  persons .  
I n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  however, I w i l l  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
p u l l i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  t o g e t h e r ,  weighing t h e  ev idence ,  and 
hak ing  t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. 

A s  a m i l i t a r y  c f f i c e r  you a r e  d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  
d i s c u s s  your t es t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  who may appear  as w i t n e s s e s  
b e f o r e  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  excep t  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  
t o  do s o  i n .  t h e  performance of  o f f i c i a l  du ty  o r  as may 
be neces sa ry  b e f o r e  a competent a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  
or l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 

With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  body, I might 
e x p l a i n  t h a t .  This  could i n c l u d e  one of t h e  congres s iona l  
committees,  and more s p e c i f i c a l l y  it could i n c l u d e  t h e  i n -
v e s t i g a t i n g  subcommittee of t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  Com-
m i t t e e .  

To my knowledge, you have n o t  been cau t ioned  
o r  c i t e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  
c a s e  of t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  v.  Ca l ley .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t , .  sir.  . . 

Q I t h i n k  t h e  chances would be remote t h a t  you 
would be c a l l e d ,  b u t  i n  t h e  even t  you a r e  c a l l e d  f o r  t h i s  
one o r  f o r  any of t h e  o t h e r  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  cases  
which may. r e l a t e  t o  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t ,  your  appearance 
h e r e  would i n  no way change e i t h e r  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o r  
t h e  e f f e c t  of  t h o s e  o r d e r s .  I n  a s i m i l a r  s e n s e ,  your 
p resence  h e r e  would i n  no way p reven t  you from appear ing  
and t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  any of t h e s e  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  
o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  bod ie s .  

1 

Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime?  

N O ,  s i r .  I h a v e n ' t . .'.A. . 

Q . Colonel  H I L L ,  would you i n d i c a t e  what your 
du ty  assignment was w i t h . t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  when you 
jo ined ,  and how long you se rved?  

A. I went t o  Vietnam wi th  t h e . l 9 8 t h ' ~ r i g a d e ,I 
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b e l i e v e  i n  October 1967. I se rved  w i t h  them u n t i l  about  
mid-March of 1968, a t  which t i m e  I went t o  t h e  Americal 

, D i v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  15 days o r  s o  a s  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  
i n fo rma t ion  o f f i c e r .  My p redeces so r ,  Colonel  D I O N N E ,  l e f t  
about  t h e  1st of A p r i l ,  ~ n dI became t h e  Americal inform-
a t i o n  o f f i c e r .  

Q And how long d i d  you remain i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y ?  

A. U n t i l  October,  s i r ,  of t h a t  yea r .  

Q From t h e  t ime t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  became a 
m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge, which took p l a c e  sometime 
about 5 months ago, l e t ' s  say  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of September 
o r  f i r s t  p a r t  of  October ,  have you had any d i s c u s s i o n s  
w i t h  anybody from Task Force Barker ,  from t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade,  
o r  from t h e  America1 Div is ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t  o r  
any of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  reviews o r  r e p o r t s  concerning i t ?  

A. I have been c a l l e d  by Colonel  D I O N N E .  H e  t o l d  
m e  t h a t  it was p o s s i b l e  t h a t  I would ap;ear b e f o r e  you, s i r ,  
b e f o r e  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I was c o n t a c t e d  by someone from 
one of t h e  news se rv i ces - - I  d o n ' t  remember whether it was 
NBC o r  CBS--asking me i'f I knew of ,  any th ing  about  t h e  My 
La i  i n c i d e n t .  I t o l d  him no,  I d i d  n o t .  That  ' s  t h e  e x t e n t  
of t h e  conve r sa t ion  on t h a t .  

Q Y e s ,  f i n e .  You l e f t  t h e  198th  then  a long  about 
t h e  middle o f '  March? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q And went up and se rved  i n  an o v e r l a p  f o r  about 
2 weeks, t h e n  b e f o r e  you. took, over .  Is t h a t  about  r i g h t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  Task Force Barker? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Do you remember when it was organized?  

A. I ' m  n o t  r e a l  s u r e ,  General .  I b e l i e v e  p o s s i b l y  
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January o r  February.  

Q Y e s .  Do you r e c a l l  i t s  g e n e r a l  o p e r a t i o n a l  
area as be ing ,  you m i g h t ' s a y ,  t o  t h e  e a s t  t h e n  o u t  g e n e r a l l y  
i n  t h e  Batangan Pen insu la  s r e a .  

A. y e s ,  sir .  

Q Were you f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  A 0  e x t e n s i o n  which 
they  o b t a i n e d  t o  conduct  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  
p o r t i o n  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  which you s e e  p o r t r a y e d  on t h e  
map ( i n d i c a t i n g  E x h i b i t  MAP-l)? You w i l l  n o t e  Quang Ngai 
C i t y  j u s t  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t ,  southwest  co rne r  j u s t  a c r o s s  
t h e  r i v e r .  

A. Y e s .  I see it, yes .  

Q And Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  And t h a t ' l i n e  p r e t t y  
' w e l l  d e f i n e s  t h e  D i e m  Diem' River ,  t h e r e .  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q That  i s  t h e  boundary, as .  we unders tood i t ,  be-
twee.n Task Force  Barker and t h e  2d PRVN Div i s ion .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  be ing  p r e s e n t ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  you
jo ined  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  i n  t h e  TOC when t h i s  m a t t e r  was 
b r i e f e d  a t  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  t h e  f i r s t  day of t h e  op-

. e r a t i o n ?  They went i n  on t h e  16 th .  

A. Of March? 

Q Of March. 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  be ing  i n  t h e  TOC. No, 
s ir .  

Q W e l l ,  maybe I .can g i v e  you--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  S i r ,  du r ing  t h i s  2-week p e r i o d ,  
i n  t h e  TOC t h e r e  was on ly  l i m i t e d  s e a t i n g .  A t  t h i s  t ime I 
was s t i l l  a replacement  t y p e ,  and Colonel  D I O N N E  s t i l l  went 
t o  t h e  TOC b r i e f i n g  every  day. I t ' s  very  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  
f i r s t  2 weeks I d i d n ' t  go b u t  maybe once o r  tw ice .  
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Q 9 A l l  r i g h t .  But j u s t  t o  r e f r e s h  your  memory j u s t  
a b i t ,  t h e  f i g u r e s  t h a t  came o u t  of  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t h e  f i r s t  
day ,  which was t h e  1 6 t h .  were 128 VC K I A ,  2 U.S. k i l l e d  by 
h o s t i l e  a c t i o n ,  3 i n d i v i d u a l  weapons c a p t u r e d ,  and 11 U.S. 
wounded. Now d o  t h o s e  f i g u r e s  s o r t  of r i n g  a b e l l  f o r  you? 
One o t h e r  t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s ,  t o o ,  which I t h i n k  i s  i m p o r t a n t  
a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  l l t h  B r i g a d e  had n o t  been 
i n  c o u n t r y  t o o  l o n g  p r i o r  t o  t h i s .  They came i n  i n  December, 
b u t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  s t a r t  o p e r a t i n g  u n t i l  sometime i n  
p e r h a p s  l a t e  J a n u a r y .  So t h i s  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t ,  you migh t  s a y ,  
k i l l  o r  b e s t  o p e r a t i o n  r e s u l t  which t h e y ' d  a t t a i n e d  s i n c e  
b e i n g  i n  c o u n t r y .  

A. I c a n n o t  s a y  t h a t  I remember t h a t  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
no ,  o r  t h e  e v e n t .  

Q My q u e s t i o n  was whe the r  o r  n o t  you h e a r d  any 
d i s c u s s i o n  g o i n g  on c o n c e r n i n g  t h i s  d i s c r e p a n c y  i n  t h e  number 
o f  weapons which were c a p t u r e d  a s  compared t o  t h e  VC K I A ,  a 
r a t i o  of  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 3  t o  1. 

A,. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  remember t h i s .  

Q Did you g e t  down t o  t h e  1 1 t h  B r i g a d e  and t h e  o t h e r  
b r i g a d e s  v e r y  o f t e n ?  

A. Approximate ly  once  o r  t w i c e  a month I would g e t  
o u t  t o  one  of  t h e  b r i g a d e s ,  sometimes down t o  t h e  f i r e  base.s  
t h e m s e l v e s .  I t r a v e l e d  a t  t i m e s  w i t h  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  and 
t r a v e l e d  o t h e r  t i m e s  w i t h  ~ e n e r a lKOSTER, and l a t e r  w i t h  
Genera l  GETTYS-. . . 

Q Your P I 0  detachment  a t  Duc Pho,  d i d  you g e t  down 
t o  t a l k  t o  them v e r y  o f t e n ?  

A. Maybe once  a month, s i r ,  n o t  t o o  o f t e n .  

Q You must have  s e e n  them t h e r e  f a i r l y  soon a f t e r  
you a r r i v e d  up t h e r e  s o  t h a t  you c o u l d  g e t  a c q u a i n t e d  wi th .  
a l l  the--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  s i r ,  w i t h i n  a month ' s  t i m e  I 
was down t h e r e .  

Q What was your  i m p r e s s i o n  of  t h o s e  p e o p l e ?  

A. A s  I remember i t ,  t h e y  had s e v e r a l  p h o t o g r a p h e r s  
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who were r a t h e r  shabby looking .  T h e i r  working c o n d i t i o n s  
w e r e n ' t  t h e  b e s t .  They seemed t o  be very  crowded. If I ' m  
n o t  mis taken,  I b e l i e v e  L ieu tenan t  MOODY was t h e  I0 a t  t h a t  
t i m e .  H e  seemed capable ;  The in fo rma t ion  t h e y  submi t ted  
t o , d i v i s i o n  t o  go forward,  photographs and t h i s  s o r t  of 
t h i n g ,  was s a t i s f a c t o r y .  I t  w a s n ' t  always t h e  b e s t  b u t  com-
pa red  f avo rab ly  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  b r i g a d e s .  He seemed t o  
have h i s  people  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  w i th  t h e  t r o o p s  ve ry  much 
of t h e  t i m e ;  I t  looked l i k e  he was running a good shop. 

Q We've hea rd  t h a t  about  t h i s  t ime .L ieu t enan t  MOODY 
w a s  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  o u t  of t h a t  p o s i t i o n  and t o  g e t  back w i t h  
S p e c i a l  Forces .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  He was. I t h i n k  sometime l a t e r  he 
d id  succeed and went down somewhere i n  t h e  I1 Corps zone, 
if I ' m  n o t  mis taken ,  w i th  S p e c i a l  Forces .  

Q- We've a l s o  been under t h e  impress ion  t h a t  he 
r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  I 0  b u s i n e s s ,  one of t h e  r ea sons  he 
was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  back w i t h  S p e c i a l  Forces .  And t h a t  a s  a 
consequence he w a s  o f t e n  given s p e c i a l  t a s k s  by t h e  b r igade  
commander which took him away from t h e  I0 shop,  which i n  
e f f e c t ,  p u l l e d  away t h e  c o n t r o l .  He. had a couple  o t h e r  
l i e u t e n a n t s  t h e r e ,  had some s e r g e a n t s ,  t h i s ,  t h a t ,  and t h e  
o t h e r ,  b u t  nobody w i t h  a f i r m  r e i n  on t h a t  group. T h a t ' s  
t h e  impress ion  I g e t .  

A. I don' t remember hav ing  t h a t  impress ion ,  Genera l ,  
from t h e 2 ' m a t e r i a l  t h a t  we r e c e i v e d  from them. 

Q When you went down t h e r e  on your f i r s t  t r i p ,  i f  
you can remember, d i d  t hey  t a l k  about  t h e i r  photographer ,  one 
i n d i v i d u a l ,  be ing  on t h i s . b i g  o p e r a t i o n  of t h e i r s ?  

N O ,  s i r .A. 

(Witness i s .  shown a copy of t h e  March 9 ,  1 9 6 8  
i s s u e  of -New Yorker magazine. ) 

Q. Are you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h i s  a r t i c l e  t h a t  came o u t  
i n  t h e  N e w- ~ o r k e rw r i t t e n  on Quang Ngai? 

A. When d i d  t h a t  come o u t ,  s i r ?  

(HILL)  
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MR MACCRATE: The f i r s t  i s s u e  i s  9 March 1968. The second 
i s s u e  was 1 6  March 1968. 

' 10: Both 1968? 

MR MACCRATE: 1968. Botl, runn ing  i n t o  many, many pages .  

A. T h i s  i s  t h e  one w r i t t e n  by,  I. b e l i e v e  it was two 
b r o t h e r s ,  i s  t h a t  i t ?  

4 

Q Jona than  SCHELL. 

A. SCHELL, y e s ,  s ir .  I r e a d  t h e  a r t i c le .  I r e a d  
it i n  A p r i l  o r  May of  t h a t  y e a r  w h i l e  I was i n  Vietnam. I 
r e a d  it w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  because  it made r e f e r e n c e  
t o  Colonel  D I O N N E ,  my p redeces so r .  T h a t ' s  abou t  t h e  o n l y  
t h i n g  I r e a l l y  remember about  it. 

I0 : Did you e v e r  h e a r  any d i s c u s s i o n s  a t  a l l  w i t h i n  
t h e  s t a f f ,  o r  o v e r  a t  t h e  b a r ,  o r  any p l a c e  around t h e  
h e a d q u a r t e r s  concern ing  p o s s i b l e  unnecessa ry  k i l l i n g  of  some 
women and c h i l d r e n  i n  Son My? 

A. No, sir. I d i d  n o t .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  o f  an a v i a t o r  o f  one of  t h e  
a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n s  r e p o r t i n g  what he t hough t  w a s  some unnec-
e s s a r y  k i l l i n g  i n  about  t h e  middle  of  March? 

A. No,. s i r .  

Q Were you e v e r  aware t h a t  something t h a t  had hap-
pened i n  t h e  a r e a  of  Task Force  Barker  was b e i n g  i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q Did you have q u i t e  a b i t  of b u s i n e s s  w i t h  t h e  
c h a p l a i n s ?  

A. The c h a p l a i n s ?  

Q Y e s .  Colonel  LEWIS. 

A. Not a g r e a t  d e a l ,  no ,  s i r .  A l o t  of  b u s i n e s s ?  

Q I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  s a y i n g  b u s i n e s s ,  b u t  I mean--
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Conversat ion? 

Q Conversa t ion ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I mean t a l k i n g  t o  
'him i n  t h e  b a r ,  and b e f o r e  you had d i n n e r  i n  t h e  evening and 
t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g .  

A. No, s i r ,  j u s t  normal, t h e  d a y ' s  work, p l a y i n g  
h o r s e ,  t h i s  s o r t  of  t h i n g .  

Q .Did he e v e r  mention anyth ing  t o  you a t  a l l ?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q. Did' you know Major CRESWELL? 

A. What was h i s  job t h e r e ?  

Q. H e  w a s  t h e  DIVARTY c h a p l a i n .  

A. Jack?  

Q I d o n ' t  know h i s  f i r s t  name. 

A. CRESWELL. The name i s  f a m i l i a r ,  s i r .  I c a n ' t  
say  f o r  s u r e .  I knew h i s  f a c e - - i f . I  saw h i s  f a c e ,  p o s s i b l y .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  any rumors o r  any i d l e  g o s s i p  
o r  comments o r  any th ing  of t h a t  s o r t  t h a t  s t u c k  i n  t h e  back of 
your mind and.would cause  you t o  be s u s p i c i o u s  of something 
which may have occu r red?  

A. No, sir.  

MR MACCRATE: Would you d e s c r i b e  f o r  us  t h e  procedures  t h a t  
you e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  c o n t r o l  of photographs  w i t h i n  t h e  
d i v i s i o n ?  

A .  Well photographs were t aken  a t  . b r i g a d e  l e v e l .  
They were norma-lly p r i n t e d  e i t h e r  a t  b r i g a d e  l e v e l  shop.  
Some of them t h e i r  makesh i f t  l a b s  t h e r e .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  11 th  
had t h a t  s o r t  of arrangement.  A photograph which they  wanted 
pub l i shed  o r  which t h e y  wanted d i s t r i b u t i o n  made on,  t hey  
would p r i n t  t h e  number of cop ie s  depending on where t hey  
wanted them s e n t .  They would then  be s e n t  t o  d i v i s i o n  w i t h  
p rope r  c a p t i o n s  on them i n d i c a t i n g  where t h e y  would be s e n t .  
Here t hey  would be sc reened .  I f  t h e r e  was no th ing  wrong w i t h  
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t h e  photograph,  i f  it was a good photograph,  it was s e n t  o u t .  

Q. What c r i t e r i a  d i d  you use  t o  de te rmine  whether 
' it was o r  was n o t  a good photograph? 

A. Well ,  p r i m a r i l y ,  would it g i v e  any in format ion  t o  
t h e  enemy? Was it i n  good t a s t e ?  Blood, and go re ,  and t h i s  
s o r t  of t h i n g  w e  t r i e d  t o  s t a y  away from. 

Q =  .Did you have any procedure  f o r  t h e  handl ing  of 
p i c t u r e s  t h a t  might  come t o  your a t t e n t i o n  which might n o t ,  
accord ing  t o  your c r i t e r i a ,  be  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  
b u t  which con ta ined  unusual  i n fo rma t ion  i n  them? For example, 
an a t r o c i t y  be ing  committed o r  some burn ing  of hootches  o r  
o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  might be i n  v i o l a t i o n  of d i v i s i o n  regula -
t i o n s .  Did you g i v e  your pe r sonne l  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  t h a t ?  

A. Well ,  i f  we r ece ived  any photographs of t h i s  
n a t u r e ,  it would have been tu rned  over  t o  t h e  S2 o r  t h e  S3 
f o r  h i s  e v a l u a t i o n  of them. I cannot  remember e v e r  s e e i n g  
any t y p e s  of photographs of t h i s  n a t u r e .  I f  t hey  w e r e  t aken  
and i f  t hey  w e r e  p r i n t e d  a t  b r i g a d e  l e v e l ,  t h e r e  was no 
c o n t r o l  t h a t  I had over  them a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  l e v e l  a s  t o  
what t hey  d i d  w i t h  them. This  was s t r i c t l y  up t o  t h e  b r igade  
commander and h i s  10. ' T h e  p e o p l e . i n  t h e s e  P I  detachments a t  
b r igade  l e v e l  belonged t o  t h e  b r igade  commander and n o t  t o  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander. Now t h i s  was changed, I b e l i e v e ,  i n  
August o r  September of t h a t  yea r  when they  d i d  come under t h e  
d i v i s i o n  I O , . a  paper- type change. They s t i l l  remained i n  t h e  
b r igade  a r e a s ,  however. They worked f o r  t h e  b r igade  commander, 
s i r ,  n o t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  10. 

Q How about  newss to r i e s  p repared  f o r  your America1 
Div i s ion  N e w s  S h e e t s ,  s t o r i e s  of o p e r a t i o n s ?  

t 

A. The d a i l y  News Shee t s  t h a t  we prepared?  

Q.- Y e s .  

A.  Th is  in format ion  was r e c e i v e d  from t h e  d i v i s i o n  
TOC by one of my people .  There was a c a l l  t o  Danang p r e s s  
c e n t e r  and a l s o  t o  USARV, sometimes i n  t h e  wee hours  of t h e  
morning, each morning f o r  t h e  p rev ious  day. This  was then  
typed ,  mimeographed, and SQ f o r t h  a t  d i v i s i o n  a r e a ,  a t  
d i v i s i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  and then  c i r c u l a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i -
s i o n .  
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. Q. ' I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you, Colonel  HILL,  E x h i b i t  M-23, 
which i s  a copy of -The ~ r n e r i c a lNews Shee t ,  Sunday, 17 March 
1968. You w i l l  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  news i tem i s  of an 
o p e r a t i o n  of  Task Force  ~ a r k e r - o nt h e  preced ing  day.  I would 
be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  anyth ing .you  can r e c a l l  a s  t o  how t h a t  par-
t i c u l a r  s t o r y  was p u t  t o g e ~ h e r .  I r e a l i z e  t h a t  it would be 
just about  t h e  t i m e  of your a r r i v a l  a s  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  P I 0  a t  
t h e  America1 Div i s ion .  

A .  A s  w e l l  a s  I remember, s i r ,  t h i s  was probably  
phoned i n  from b r igade  I0 t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  I0 along wi th  a 
r e p o r t  from each of t h e  o t h e r  b r i g a d e s ,  198th  and 196th .  I t  61 
w a s  t h e r e  assembled and very p o s s i b l y  changed o r  r e w r i t t e n  4::. > 

i n t o  one b i g  format  a s  we have it he re .  F i g u r e s ,  f a c t s ,  \\.:I 
and t h i s  s o r t  of  t h i n g  were t hen  checked wi th  t h e  TOC f o r  e)1 
accuracy.  .And then  it w a s  pub l i shed  i n  t h i s  t h e  n e x t  day. 

Q- Do you know i f  you p e r s o n a l l y  had any th ing  t o  do 
w i t h  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  account  and i t s  v e r i f i c a t i o n ?  

A,  I d o n ' t  remember. I f e e l  s u r e  I d i d n ' t ,  however, 
because Colonel  D I O N N E  was s t i l l  t h e r e  a s  t h e  10, and he was 
t h e  one t h a t  proofed t h e  t h i n g s  each day. 

10: Did you say approved o r  proofed? 

A. P roof read  i t ,  sir.  

Q. Proof read  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Did you have an SOP a t  t h a t  t ime ,  t h i n k i n g  back 
i n  March? Was t h e r e  an SOP f o r  t h e  f u n c t i o n i n g  of t h e  
d i v i s i o n  I0 shop? 

A.  There was a  d i v i s i o n  SOP, sir.  

Q Did t h i s  l i kewise  apply  t o  t h e  f u n c t i o n i n g  of 
t h e  P I 0  detachments w i th  t h e  b r igades?  

A. I f e e l  s u r e  i t  was, Genera l ,  b u t  I cannot  say 
f o r  s u r e .  I know I had r ece ived  it i n  t h e  198th  Brigade.  
A s  an  i n fo rma t ion  o f f i c e r  f o r  them I f e e l  s u r e  I had r ece ived  
a copy of t h e  d i v i s i o n  SOP and in format ion  SOP. 
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Q Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  i t  cover-
ed concerning t h e  use of cameras? To c i t e  a s p e c i f i c  i n -
s t a n c e  i f  an i n d i v i d u a l  had h i s  own p r i v a t e  camera as an 
I0 photographer  and i f  he took h i s  camera a long  d i d  t h a t  
i n d i c a t e  who t h e  f i l m  o r  t h e  p i c t u r e  would belong t o  under 
t h o s e  c i rcumstances?  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether  it was i n  t h e r e  
o r  no t .  Under a c t u a l  p r a c t i c e ,  G e n e r a l ,  t h e  cameras t h a t  
were i s s u e d  t o  t h e  I0 people  were few and f a r  between. Most 
of t h o s e  people  working i n  t h e  I0 shop had t h e i r  own cameras. 
The f i l m  w e  normal ly  d i d  g e t  through r e g u l a r  supply chan-
n e l s  f o r  t h e  cameras. I n  o u r  own b r i g a d e ,  any p i c t u r e s  t h a t  
were taken  belonged t o  t h e  Army and belonged t o  t h e  b r igade .  
I c a n ' t  s a y  f o r  s u r e  about t h e  o t h e r  two b r i g a d e s .  

Q That  i s  i f  t hey  were t aken  on an o p e r a t i o n  o r  
something of  t h i s  n a t u r e .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you prec luded  one 
of your cameramen f o r  example, going downtown i n  Binh Son o r  
someplace and t a k i n g  some p i c t u r e s  f o r  h i s  own p e r s o n a l  use .  

A. No, sir.  On an o p e r a t i o n ,  s i r ,  t h e  p i c t u r e s  
would come back i n ,  o r  a t  b r i g a d e  when i was a t  b r i g a d e ,  t h e y  
would come back i n t o  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  o f f i c e .  We had no 
developing p o t e n t i a l  o r  a b i l i t y  t h e r e ,  and they  w e r e  a l l  taken 
t o  d i v i s i o n  s o  t h a t  we could  g e t  p r o o f s ,  c o n t a c t  p r i n t s ,  made 
and then  dec ided  which ones w e  wanted. And t h e n  w e  o rde red  
them. So e v e r y t h i n g  from o u r  b r i g a d e  went s t r a i g h t  t o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  s i g n a l  shop. 

Q This  i nc luded  t h o s e  t h a t  were t aken  by t h e  use  
of an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  p r i v a t e  camera? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  i f  t hey  were t aken  f o r  I0 b u s i n e s s ,  
y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Would t h i s  i n c l u d e  c o l o r  f i l m ?  

A. The d i v i s i o n  s i g n a l .  had no c a p a b i l i t y  ' f o r  c o l o r  
f i l m ,  a s  I r e c a l l .  Everything was b l ack  and white: 

Q Thi s  i s  a long  t ime back,  Colonel  HILL ,  and 
obvious ly  you were on t h e  f r i n g e s  of t h i s ,  perhaps ,  even a t  
d i v i s i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  You might have been complete ly  d i s -
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a s s o c i a t e d  from it, b u t  i f  sometime i n  t h e  f u t u r e  you t h i n k  
, of  anyth ing  you hea rd ,  whether i t  be rumor, comment, o r  any-

t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t  you can t h i n k  of t h a t  may r e f l e c t  back on 
t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  o r  r e p o r t i n g  of any i n c i d e n t  which may have 
occu r red  i n  My L a i ,  Son My V i l l a g e ,  Tu Cung, Co Luy, o r  Son 
Tinh Dis t r ic t ,  I ' d  a p p r e c i a t e  very much i f  y o u ' d  g e t  back 
i n  touch w i t h  t h i s  group s o  we can t a k e  advantage o f  t h a t  
in format ion .  And i f  you can t h i n k  of any m a t e r i a l  such a s  
t h i s  P I 0  SOP.which you might p o s s i b l y  have a copy of--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I b e l i e v e  I do hav.e a copy, s i r .  

And t h i s  SOP would r e f l e c t  back t o  t h a t  t ime? 
c

Q 4-
i.; 

A.  I b e l i e v e  it w i l l ,  s i r .  I can check it. I t ' s  Cx 
a t  F o r t  Monroe. 

Q I wish you 'd  do t h a t  and l e t  m e  know j u s t  as 
q u i c k l y  a s  you can.  Major LYNN w i l l ,  i f  y o u ' d  c a l l  him and 
j u s t  l e t  him know, I ' d  l i k e  ve ry  much t o  be a b l e  t o  s e e  t h a t  
SOP. And i f  you have any o t h e r  p i c t u r e s ,  o r  a e r i a l  pho tos ,  
o r  maps, o r  memoranda, o r  any th ing  t h a t  would p e r t a i n  t o  a 
s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  about  t h e  middle of  March, 
and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  and t h e  review of it, we 'd  be 
most a p p r e c i a t i v e  t o  have a look a t  it. 

A. May I s a y  one t h i n g ,  General? The s t a f f  a t  d iv-
i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  was ve ry  good i n  keeping me informed on 
t h i n g s  of t h i s  n a t u r e .  And I f e e l  s u r e  i f  i,t had been common 
knowledge, o r  even semi-common knowledge, o r  t h e r e  was a 
p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  an i n c i d e n t  of  t h i s  t ype  had occu r red ,  which 
would have a p p a r e n t l y  had p r e s s  i n t e r e s t ,  I f e e l  s u r e  t h a t  
someone would have s a i d  something t o  m e .  Now I d o n ' t  know 
what you found o u t  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  o t h e r s .  I f  t h i s  was common 
knowledge w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  o r  had been t a l k e d  abou t ,  o r  
even i f  anyone knew about  i t ,  b u t  based on how s e r i o u s  i n -
c i d e n t  r e p o r t s  and t h i n g s  of t h i s  n a t u r e  were handled w i t h i n  
t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  I would normal ly  g e t  in format ion .  

Q L e t  me ask you. ano the r  q u e s t i o n  which might b e a r  
upon t h i s ,  which has  t o  do wi th  p o l i c y  w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  
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Whether it was w r i t t e n ,  o r  whether it was s t a t e d ,  o r  imp l i ed ,  
what was t h e  p o l i c y  of  t h e  d i v i s i o n  concerning t a l k i n g  

' abou t  o p e r a t i o n s  and t h i s ,  t h a t ,  and t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  about  
t a l k i n g  about  rumors o r '  t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g :  " L e t ' s  n o t  be 
t a l k i n g  about t h i s ,  l e t ' s  n o t  have any rumors f l y i n g  around 
t h i s  o u t f i t .  L e t ' s  g e t  i n  o u t ,  and s o  f o r t h ? "  You see?  

A. A s  w e l l  a s  I remember, t hey  were r a t h e r  open on 
t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g .  I had easy  acces s  t o  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ' s  
o f f i c e  and a l s o  t o  General  KOSTER's and General  GETTYS' when 
he was t h e r e .  And i f  t h e r e  were rumors going around and 
t h i n g s  of t h i s  n a t u r e  t h e n  I always checked normally wi th  t h e  
c h i e f  of s t a f f .  And I was always t o l d ,  a s  f a r  a s  I know. 

I f  you heard?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

' a .  Well,  you know, f o r  example, t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  
u n i t s  w i t h i n  t h e  Chu L a i  a r e a  which p r a c t i c a l l y  everybody i n  
t h e  u n i t  knew a g r e a t  d e a l  about  t h e  whole t h i n g  and d i scus -
s e d  it r a t h e r  f r e e l y .  And we a l s o  unders tand  t h a t  it was a t  
least  somewhat common knowledge among some of t h e  e n l i s t e d  
pe r sonne l ,  who d i d  more than  a l i t t l e  t a l k i n g  about i t  around 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  mess, and s o  on. And we a l s o  know 
t h a t  t h e r e  were some o f f i c e r s  t h a t  knew something about it.  

A. Well ,  I missed o u t  on t h i s ,  one,  General .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you r e c a l l ,  Colonel  H I L L ,  when you were 
a p p r i s e d  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  General  KOSTER w a s  going t o  move 
t o  West P o i n t ?  

A. I t  must have been sometime i n  May o r  June? He 
was t h e r e ,  I t h i n k ,  about  9 months, i f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken ,  be-
f o r e  he l e f t .  He came i n  October.  

Q Did you have much advance warning? 

A. Not a g r e a t  d e a l ,  no s i r ,  a couple  days ,  3 o r  4 
days.  
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10:  T h a t ' s  as f a r  a s  it be ing  p u b l i c i z e d  through 
t h e  I 0  and s o  on? 

A. I t  w a s .  I remember, s i r .  

But you d o n ' t  khow when he r ece ived  t h e  word. 

A. N o ,  sir.  

Q Well,  w e ' l l  g i v e  you t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  ask 
any q u e s t i o n s  you may have. O r  i f  you 'd  l i k e  t o  e n t e r  a 
s t a t emen t  i n t o  t h e  record--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, s i r ,  I have no q u e s t i o n s .  
I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of  any th ing  e l s e  t o  say .  

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime.  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1 4 4 0  h o u r s ,  22  Jan-
ua ry .  1970.)  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HILL, John W .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 6  February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: S e c r e t a r y  f o r  Colonel  
PARSON. 

1. FILING SYSTEM. 

There was one b i g  c a b i n e t  which con ta ined  t h e  
correspondence of  Colonel  PARSON and Major BEASLEY ( p g . 6 ) .  
There was a s e c u r i t y  s a f e  i n  BEASLEY's o f f i c e  which was 
t h e  r e g u l a r  f i l e  (pg. 6 )  . The w i t n e s s  k e p t  a f i l e  of 
PARSON'S p e r s o n a l  papers  and some of PARSON'S i n s p e c t i o n  
r e p o r t s  (pg. 6 ) .  The f i l i n g  system was r e v i s e d  a f t e r  
Se rgean t  RITCHIE l e f t  (pg. 3 9 ) .  u n t i l  t h i s  t ime t h e  f i l i n g  
system was n o t  ve ry  good (pg. 39) . HILL he lped  HERRIS 
d e s t r o y  c l a s s i f i e d  documents (pgs.  40-42). S e r g e a n t s  SAIMONS 
and LOFTIS handled t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e s  of d e s t r u c t i o n  ( p g . 4 2 ) .  

2 .  KNOWLEDGE OF THE MY LA1 OPERATION. 

The w i t n e s s  mainta ined PARSON'S "war map" (pg. 8 ) .  
H e  o b t a i n e d  enemy K I A  r e p o r t s  and t h e  c o o r d i n a t e s  of t h e  
K I A  p o s i t i o n s  from t h e  TOC and p l o t t e d  them on t h e  map. 
(pg. 8 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  p l o t t i n g  t h e  Task Force  Barker  
o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  remember i t s  e x a c t  d a t e s  (pg.9)  . 
H e  thought  t h a t  t h e r e  were 109 c a s u a l t i e s  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg. 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  remember t h e  t a c t i c a l  p l a n  and he could  
n o t  b r i n g  t o  mind any d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  d i s p a r i t y  i n  the 
body coun t  t o  weapons count  r a t i o  (pgs .  1 0 ,  11). 
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3. KNOWLEDGE OF RUMORS ABOUT THE MY LA1 OPERATION. 

H e  d i d  n o t  remember h e a r i n g  t h a t  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was be ing conducted of Task Force  B a r k e r ' s  o p e r a t i o n  
( 9 .  1 ) .  However, he  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  
HOLLADAY r e q u e s t e d  t o  s e e  Genera l  KOSTER and t h a t  t h e r e  
was a " f l a p "  about  a n  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  12)  . The w i t n e s s  
thought  i t  invo lved  "a s t i c k y  s i t u a t i o n " ,  b u t  he  d i d  n o t  
know what was happening (pg. 1 2 ) .  HOLLADAY seemed q u i t e  
u p s e t  (pg. 1 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  g o t  t o  know HOLLADAY from 
h i s  f r e q u e n t  v i s i t s  t o  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  (pg .  1 2 ) .  
HILL r e c o l l e c t e d  HOLLADAY b r i n g i n g  a  w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r  w i t h  
him and t h e  two of them t r y i n g  t o  see Genera l  KOSTER (pgs .  13 ,  
22, 2 4 ) .  The name "THOMPSON" meant no th ing  t o  HILL (pg.  1 3 ) .  
H e  doubted t h a t  the person w i t h  HOLLADAY was a major 
(pgs .  13 ,  1 4 ) .  HOLLADAY a l s o  v i s i t e d  Genera l  YOUNG,  
b u t  n o t  w i t h  t h e  warrantof f i c e r  (pgs .  13 ,  24) . The 
w i t n e s s  though t  t h i s  took p l a c e  around t h e  t i m e  of 
S p e c i a l i s t  HERRIS' R & R  which was sometime i n  March 
o r  A p r i l  (pg .  1 4 ) .  PARSON f lew t o  Quang Ngai more t h a n  
u s u a l  a f t e r  t h i s ,  and HOLLADAY f r e q u e n t l y  accompanied 
him (pg. 1 4 ) .  HILL d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any th ing  unusua l  
happening on a Sunday morning (pgs .  1 5 ,  2 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
remember any d i r e c t i v e s ,  r e p o r t s ,  o r  paper  work a s  a re-
s u l t  of  t h e s e  meet ings  (pg .  1 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  remember 
any g o s s i p  abou t  t h e s e  meet ings  (pg.  1 6 ) .  HILL b e l i e v e d  
t h a t  t h e  w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r  wanted t o  make a compla in t ,  b u t  
h e  d i d  n o t  know t h e  responden t  of t h e  compla in t  o r  i t s  
s u b j e c t  (pgs .  1 6 ,  1 7 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  a r r a n g i n g  a number of 
meetings between PARSON and M r .  MAY which w e r e  a t t e n d e d  by 
Colonel  HENDERSON and L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  G U I N N  (pgs.  20, 
21, 25) .  PARSON a l s o  went t o  Quang Ngai t o  s e e  Colonel  
TOAN ( ~ g s . 2 1 ~ 2 2 ) .HILL d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  ARVN o f f i c e r s  
coming t o  America1 h e a d q u a r t e r s  (pg. 2 5 ) .  These meet ings  
occur red  about  t h e  same t i m e  HOLLADAY and t h e  w a r r a n t  
o f f i c e r  t r i e d  t o  see KOSTER (pq. 2 2 ) .  A l l  HILL knew abou t  
t h e  meetings w a s  t h a t  someone i n  a c i v i l i a n  c a p a c i t y  W a s  -
u p s e t  abou t  something and PARSON was going t o  see them* 
(pg. 2 9 ) .  There was an  unusual  volume of communication 
w i t h  Quang Ngai (pg.  2 9 ) .  Most o f  this communication was 
wi th  G U I N N  (pg. 3 0 ) .  HILL r e c a l l e d  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
i n v o l v i n g  t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n ,  b u t  he  saw no paper-  
work concerning i t ,  and he  d i d  n o t  remember a n  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r  b e i n g  appo in ted  r e g a r d i n g  i t  (pgs .  26, 2 7 ) .  H e  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  what it concerned (pg. 2 7 ) .  T h i s  was a b o u t  t h e  
t ime YOUNG was , ac t ing  CG and KOSTER was on R&R (pg.  2 7 ) .  
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4 .  KNOWLEDGE O F  REPORTS CONCERNING THE OPERATION. 

HILL never  saw a s h o r t  r e p o r t  p repared  by t h e '  
commanding o f f i c e r  of  t h e  l l t h  Br igade  regaxding 
a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between a p i l o t  and ground f o r c e s  (pg .17) .  
He opined t h a t  such a r e p o r t  would have been hand-carr ied  
and would n o t  have r e c e i v e d  normal r o u t i n g  (pg. 1 7 ) .  
BEASLEY would have r e c e i v e d  it i f  it was s e n t  v i a  a 
l i a i s o n  man o r  c o u r i e r  (pgs .  17 ,  1 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see any 
r e p o r t  from t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  l l t h  Br igade  
t o  t h e  CG of t h e  America1 ~ i v i s i o n  r e l a t i v e  t o  a 
compla in t  made by t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  c h i e f  (pg. 18)  . 
However, he  hea rd  t a l k  concerning a r e p o r t  from a v i l l a g e  
c h i e f  o r  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  abou t  something t h a t  had gone 
awry (pgs .  1 8 ,  19)  . H e  saw no paperwork concerning t h i s  
(pg.  1 9 ) .  HILL knew d no r e p o r t  t h a t  had been r e c e i v e d  
by Colonel  G U I N N  from a Census Grievance Committee 
(pg. 2 0 ) .  The w i t n e s s  never  saw HENDERSON'S 24 A p r i l  
r e p o r t  o r  i t s  i n c l o s u r e s  (pgs .  31-34) . He never  saw t h e  
VC propaganda l e a f l e t  ( E x h i b i t  M-35) (pg.  3 2 ) .  HILL d i d  
n o t  remember HERRIS t e l l i n g  him abou t  a n  envelope a r r i v i n g  
f o r  t h e  p e r s o n a l  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  CG, nor  d i d  he  r e c a l l  
HERRIS d i s c u s s i n g  a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on which 
HERRIS had been asked t o  a c t  by t h e  g e n e r a l  (pgs .  
However, HERRIS d i d  mention having t o  type  a 
c o n f i d e n t i a l  d i r e c t i v e  f o r  KOSTER (pg.  3 5 ) .  

3 4 ,  35) . 

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  HILL'S d u t i e s .  

The w i t n e s s  s a t  o u t s i d e  PARSON's o f f i c e ,  answered 
t h e  phone, g r e e t e d  v i s i t o r s ,  k e p t  PARSON'S appointments ,  
d i d  PARSON's t y p i n g  and f i l i n g ,  and handled  PARSON's 
correspondence (pg. 3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  
arrangement  of h i s  o f f i c e  and l i s t e d  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  who 
worked i n  it (pgs .  3 -6 ) .  HILL d i d  n o t  a s s i s t  PARSON 
o r  BEASLEY i n  c l e a n i n g  o u t  t h e i r  drawers a t  t h e  t i m e  tliey 
l e f t  (pgs .  27, 3 8 ) .  

Assessment of  HERRIS. 

S p e c i a l i s t  HERRIS was a n  e f f i c i e n t  i n d i v i d u a l  who 
k e p t  a good f i l e  f o r  Genera l  KOSTER (pg. 7 ) .  HERRIS main ta ined  
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KOSTER's p e r s o n a l  co r re spondence  and d i r e c t i v e s  i n  a 
f i l e  c a b i n e t  beh ind  h i s  d e s k  (pgs .  7 ,  2 9 )  . H e  remained 
KOSTER'S s e c r e t a r y  u n t i l  KOSTER d e p a r t e d  (pg .  7 )  . 
There  was a drawer  i n  BEASLEY's s a f e  r e s e r v e d  f o r  
KOSTER'S p a p e r s  (pg .  3 6 ) .  HILL h e l p e d  HERRIS o r g a n i z e  
KOSTER'S co r re spondence  a t  t h e  t i m e  KOSTER l e f t  i n  
J u n e  (pg .  3 8 )  . 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1305 hours ,  6 February 
1970.)  

MR MACCRATE: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR MACCRATE, 
COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  nex t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  John W e  HILL.  

(MR HILL w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows : )  

M r .  HILL,  f o r  t h e  r eco rd  w i l l  you p l e a s e  s t a t e  
your f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and r e s idence?  

A. My f u l l  name i s  John Wallace HILL; my occupa t ion  
i s  a c o n s t r u c t i o n  worker; my r e s i d e n c e  i s  Denver, Colorado.  
Do you want t h e  s t r e e t ?  

RCDR: P l ea se .  

A .  550 South F a i r f a x ,  Apartment 11. 
. . 

RCDR: . Thank you. 

COL ARMSTRONG: M r .  H I L L ,  have you r ead  and do you unders tand 
o u r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  given t o  you o u t s i d e ?  

A. Yes: 

Q Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  abou t  them? 

A. No, sir: 

Q Would you p l e a s e  e x p l a i n  t o  us t h e  fo l lowing  i n -
. fo rmat ion :  t h e  d a t e  t h a t  you a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  Americal  ~ i v i s i o n ,  
' t h e  , d a t e  you depa r t ed  t h e  Americal ~ i v i s i o n ,and t h e  a s s ign -
ments t h a t  you had whi le  you were t h e r e ?  

A. I l e f t  t h e  S t a t e s  on 3 1  December, New Y e a r ' s  Eve, 
and I a r r i v e d  i n  country  on t h e  2nd and a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  Americal 
D i v i s i o n  approximately  t h e  second week of January .  

A. 1968, sir. I was f i r s t  ass igned  t o  t h e  23d Admin 

. . 
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Company, i n  t h e  PS depar tment .  I worked i n  t h e  1049,  pe r sona l  
a c t i o n s ,  s e c t i o n .  And I worked t h e r e  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  T e t  Of- 
f e n s i v e ,  which was t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of  February,  It was approxi-
mately  t h e  1 4 t h  t h a t  I went t o  work f o r  t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f ,  
Colonel  Nels PARSON. I worked a s  h i s  s e c r e t a r y  i n  t h e  head- 
shed t h e r e ,  and,  o f  cou r se ,  I performed d u t i e s  f o r  B r i g a d i e r  
General  YOUNG and B r i g a d i e r  General  RYDER who was t h o r e  a t  
t h e  t ime ,  and l a t e r  General  KOSTER. Not t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  
I w a s  t h e i r  s e c r e t a r y ,  b u t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  I d i d  handle  
some of  t h e i r  paperwork. P r i m a r i l y ,  I was t h e  s e c r e t a r y  f o r  
t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f ,  Colonel  PARSON. I worked a t  t h i s  po- 
s i t i o n  up u n t i l  t h e  t ime t h a t  I ro ta ted .  back,  approximately  
2 weeks b e f o r e  I l e f t  count ry ,  and I l e f t  coun t ry  7 October.  

Q. 7 October? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q .  Since  September o r  October of  1969,  t h a t  i s  l a s t  
f a l l ,  when t h e  My La i  o r  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t  h i t  t h e  
newspapers and t h e  news media, have you d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  any- 
one t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h i s ,  o f  any th ing  t h a t  you might have 
known about  it, wi th  anybody from t h e  America1 Div i s ion ,  
o r  r e a l l y  anyone? 

A. Outs ide  o f  c l o s e  f r i e n d s ,  and I d i d n ' t  d i s c u s s  
deeply--I  s a i d  t h a t  I w a s  t h e r e  i n  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  
a t  t h e  t ime ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  d i s c u s s  it i n  any .de t a i . 1 .  

Q - Then you h a v e n ' t  d i s c u s s e d  it wi th  any former 
'America1 Div i s ion  people?  

A .  No, I d i d n ' t  d i s c u s s  any d e t a i l s .  I t a l k e d  of  
cou r se  back h e r e ,  b u t .  . . . 
(1. Would you p l e a s e  be  s u r e  when w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  t h a t  
w e  t a l k  l oud  enough and more o r  less i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  
r e p o r t e r  over  t h e r e  s o  h e  can g e t  i t  down. You've been i n  
t h a t  p o s i t i o n  b e f o r e ,  s o  you unders tand.  

A. Y e s ,  sir .  

Q. On my l e f t  i s  M r .  IVLACCRATE, who i s  a c i v i l i a n  
a t t o r n e y  who has  vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
of  t h e  A r m y  t o  assist  General  PEERS and p r o v i d e  l e g a l  coun-
s e l  and guidance t o  General  PEERS i n  t h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
and i n q u i r y .  I ' v e  been provided t o  Geners l  PEERS a s  an 
a s s i s t a n t  t o  him from t h e  O f f i c e  of  t h e  Chief of S t a f f .  Now, 

(HILL) APP T-335 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

M r .  MACCRATE has  followed very c l o s e l y  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  i n q u i r y  
t h a t  you w i l l  b e  most h e l p f u l  w i t h ,  and he  w i l l  probably con-
duc t  most o f  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  I w i l l  pe rhaps  ask q u e s t i o n s .  
A t  any t i m e  General  PEERS may come i n  and s i t  down. P l e a s e  
f e e l  f r e e  t o  smoke 'or  i f  you 'd  l i k e  a cup of c o f f e ~ ,why w e  
can g e t  one f o r  you. Would you l i k e  some? 

. . 

A. Y e s ,  p l e a s e .  

MR MACCRATE: Could you d e s c r i b e  f o r  u s ,  M r .  HILL, your  d u t i e s  
f o r  Colonel  PARSON i n  March and A p r i l  1968? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I worked a t  t h e  desk immediately ou t -
s i d e  h i s  door a s  h i s  s e c r e t a r y .  I handled a lmost  a l l  t h e  
correspondence t h a t  went i n  h i s  o f f i c e ,  and it went through 
myself o r  through a t  t h a t  t i m e  Major BEASLEY, who was a s s i s -
t a n t  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f .  But a t  one t ime o r  a n o t h e r  I u s u a l l y  
s a w  most o f  t h e  paperwork t h a t  went i n .  I answered phone, 
g r e e t e d  v i s i t o r s ,  p l aced  phone c a l l s ,  and performed g e n e r a l  
s e c r e t a r i a l  d u t i e s .  I k e p t  h i s  appointments ,  d i d  h i s  t yp ing  
and f i l i n g ,  worked on h i s  O E R ' s  and whatever correspondence 
t h a t  came i n t o  h i s  o f f i c e .  

Q - A t  t h a t  t ime who e l s e  s a t  i n  t h e  room wi th  you 
i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  headqua r t e r s  b u i l d i n g ?  

A. L i eu t enan t  WHITE. L i eu t enan t  WHITE a t  t h a t  t i m e  
w a s  B r i g a d i e r  General  YOUNG'S a i d e .  W e  bo th  had t h e  o u t e r  
o f f i c e .  Colonel  PARSON had an of £ i c e ,  and a c r o s s  t h e  way was 
B r i g a d i e r  General  Y O U N G ' S ,  s o  we bo th  s a t  i n  h i s  o u t e r  o f f i c e .  
H e  s a t  a t  t h e  desk t o  my immediate l e f t .  

Q - And then  you had beyond c o l o n e l  PARSON'S o f f  ice 
t h e  o f f i c e  o f  General  KOSTER. Outs ide  of h i s  o f f i c e ,  t h e r e  
w e r e  desks  t h e r e ,  were t h e r e  n o t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Who a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  i n  March and A p r i l  1968,  s a t  
t h e r e ?  

A. S p e c i a l i s t  HERRIS was t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o u t  t h e r e .  
H e  was a S p e c i a l i s t  F i f t h  Class  and he  handled--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Can you g ive  us t h e  f i r s t  name o f  
S p e c i a l i s t  F i f t h  C la s s  IIERRIS? 
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A .  ~i ' l l ,Will iam HERRIS. 

Q W i l l i a m  HERRIS? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Do you happen t o  know w h a t ' s  become o f  kim s i n c e  
t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I know h e  was from Cleveland,  
and h e  was l i v i n g  wi th  h i s  mother i n  Cleveland.  H e  l e f t  i n  
June ,  I b e l i e v e  it w a s .  The l a s t  t h a t  I hea rd  from him was 
t h a t  h e  was a t t e n d i n g  Bowling Green Un ive r s i t y .  I t h i n k  
h e  wro te  two l e t t e r s  back over  t o  me from t h e  S t a t e s  and 
s a i d  t h a t  h e  was t h i n k i n g  about  g e t t i n g  marr ied  and going 
t o  Bowling Green. 

,Q This  would have been i n  June 1968? 

Y e s ,  s i r ,  when he  l e f t .  

Had h e  had any c o l l e g e  b e f o r e  t h a t  t ime? 

Not t o  my knowledge. . 

Q. So h e  might s t i l l  be  a t  Bowling Green, assuming 
h i s  p l a n s  matured? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  he probably would be  
i f  h e  had been t h e r e  a semes te r  o r  a y e a r .  

Q Did h e  s p e l l  h i s  HERRIS wi th  two R ' s  and one S? 

A. ' Y e s ,  s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  it was a s  I r e c a l l .  

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  a  middle i n i t i a l ?  

A. J u s t  a minute. I used t o  c a l l  him by h i s  f i r s t  
i n i t i a l s .  No, s ir .  I d o n ' t .  I ' m  s o r r y .  

Q You probably have a t  home, however, an add res s  a t  
which h e  formerly  could have been reached a t  l e a s t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I b e l i e v e  I do.  H e  w r o t e  me when h e  
g o t  back and asked me i f  I would o r d e r  some China f o r  him. He 
w a s  g e t t i n g  marr ied ,  and h e  d i d  have a r e t u r n  add res s .  I an-

. swered h i s  l e t t e r .  I t h i n k  I may very w e l l  have it i n  my pos-
s e s s i o n .  
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Q W e  may ask you t o  check t h a t  f o r  us .  Might t h e  
middle i n i t i a l  b e  P? 

A. It might very w e l l  be.  I t h i n k  they  used t o  c a l l  
him WP. Y e s ,  s i r .  I b e l i e v e  it might be.  

a - W e  do have t h e  name o f  a W. P. HERRIS, b u t  we 
d i d  n o t  have t h e  Cleveland-Bowling Green p o s s i b i l i t y .  

A .  H e  l i v e d  w i t h  h i s  mother,  I know t h a t ,  i n  Cleve-
l a n d . '  I t h i n k  h i s  f a t h e r  was deceased o r  d ivorced .  I f  it 
w i l l  h e l p ,  t h e r e  was ano the r  desk i n  t h a t  o u t e r  o f f i c e .  

Q. Y e s ,  and who occupied t h a t ?  

A.. Capta in  ROBERTS. 

Q Then i n  due course  Captain  ROBERTS was r ep l aced  
by p o s s i b l y  L i e u t e n a n t ,  o r  s 'ubsequently a t  l e a s t ,  Capta in  
DICKENS? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  H e  was a f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t  when he  took 
o v e r  t h e  desk and was very q u i c k l y  promoted t o  c a p t a i n .  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what t ime Capta in  ROBERTS l e f t .  I d o n ' t  remem-
b e r .  I c a n ' t  remember what t ime of  y e a r  it w a s  t h a t  h e  l e f t  
o r  what month, b u t  between t h e  two of  them, t hey  w e r e  t h e  a i d e  
from t h e  t i m e  I was t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  t ime I l e f t .  I t h i n k  
Cap ta in  DICKENS was s t i l l  t h e r e  when I l e f t .  

Q. The s e c u r i t y  NCO was Sergeant  RITCHIE? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  S t a f f  Sergeant  RITCHIE. H i s  f i r s t  name 
w a s  James, I b e l i e v e  it was. 

Q James RITCHIE. And how d i d  h e  s p e l l  RITCHIE? 

A .  R-I-T-C-H-x-E i s  how I t h i n k  he s p e l l e d  h i s  name. 

Q. ' D o  you r e c a l l  t h e  middle i n i t i a l ?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t .  We had an assor tment  o f  names 
f o r  him, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  middle i n i t i a l .  

Q. D o  you know i f  he i s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e ?  

A s  f a r  a s  I know, I t h i n k  he is .  I t h i n k  he  was 
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a c a r e e r  e n l i s ' t e d  man. 

Q =  D o  you know where h e  went from t h a t  assignment 
when h e  was re l ieved i n  June 1968 by Se rgean t  SAIMONS? 

A. I c a n ' t  s ay  f o r  s u r e .  I t  runs  i n  my mind . t h a t  h i s  
wife was a WAC. I t h i n k  they  were t r y i n g  t o  g e t  an assignment 
t o g e t h e r  i n  Germany. . J u s t  o f fhand  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  where h e  
w a s  going,  Germany. But he  wa$ t h e  NCOIC a t  t h e ,  t ime I 
s t a r t e d  t h e r e  and up u n t i l  h e  was r ep l aced  by Se rgean t  c 
SAIMONS. He worked i n  t h e  f r o n t  p a r t  of t h e  b u i l d i n g .  Be-

I .  
G 

tween Se rgean t  RITCHIE and myself ,  I t h i n k  we probably saw 
P 

almost  a l l  o f  t h e  paperwork t h a t  went i n t o  Colonel  PARSON'S 
& 

o f f i c e ,  because h e  worked 'very c l o s e l y  w i th  Major BEASLEY, 
who had an o f f i c e  a d j o i n i n g  Colonel  PARSON. 

Q Major BEASLEY? 

A. BEASLEY. I f  i t  w a s n ' t  rou ted  th rough  t h a t  way, 
t hen  it was rou ted  through my desk.  But u s u a l l y  I knew what 
w a s  t h e r e ,  b e c a u s e . a s  a s e c r e t a r y  i t ' s  p r e t t y  much your  job 
t o  know w h a t ' s  on t h e  c h i e f ' s  desk a t  t h a t  t ime .  

Q. Did you main ta in  a f i l e  c a b i n e t  and papers  f o r  
Colonel  PARSON a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Not f o r  h imse l f  p e r  s e ,  excep t  f o r  h i s  pe r sona l  
papers .  W e  had a f a c s i m i l e  o f  a f i l e .  I t  w a s n ' t  very up-to-
d a t e .  I n  f a c t ,  when Sergeant  RITCHIE l e f t ,  w e  revamped i t ,  
b u t  we k e p t  t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f ' s  correspondence f i l e  i n  t h e  
f r o n t  o f f i c e ,  and Sergeant  RITCHIE w a s  t h e  one r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  f i l i n g  most o f  t h i s  i f  I d i d n ' t .  I f  it came back i n  
through Major BEASLEY ' s  o f f i c e ,  then  it was f i l e d .  But w e  
had one b i g  c a b i n e t ;  t h i s  con ta ined  t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f ' s  
correspondence and t h a t  of  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f ,  which 
w a s  Major BEASLEY. I n  Major BEASLEY's o f f i c e  w e  had t h e  
s e c u r i t y  s a f e ,  b u t  t h i s  was j u s t  t h e  r e g u l a r  f i l e .  I d i d n ' t  
keep one by my desk other than  pe r sona l  pape r s  and some o f  
t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  r e p o r t s  t h a t  Colonel  PARSON w r o t e  up when 
he i n s p e c t e d  p l a c e s .  

Q. What do you r e c a l l  a s  t o  t h e  f i l e s  mainta ined by 
S p e c i a l i s t  HERRIS f o r  General KOSTER? 

A.  H e  mainta ined a p r e t t y  good set  o f  f i l e s ,  I know 
t h a t .  H e  w a s  r a t h e r  a STKAC i n d i v i d u a l .  He--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A r a t h e r  what i n d i v i d u a l ?  
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A. STRAC . 
COL ARMSTRONG: STRAC, meaning S t r a t e g i c  Army Corps.  

A. H e  w a s  very e f f i c i e n t .  He'd been a t  t h i s  job f o r  
q u i t e  awhile.  A f t e r  you set t h e r e ,  you know what t o  send o u t  
and what t o  keep.  He had a p r e t t y  good set  o f  f i l e s  t h a t  h e  
k e p t  back by h i s  desk.  Most o f  i t  con ta ined  p e r s o n a l  c o r r e s -
pondence and d i r e c t i v e s  he  would keep i n  t h e r e  a s  General  
KOSTER would send  them o u t .  He u s u a l l y  k e p t  a p r e t t y  good 
f i l e  back t h e r e .  . I t  was f i l e d  s e p a r a t e l y  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  f i l e  
from what was f i l e d  i n  Colonel  PARSON'S.  

MR MACCRATE: Did S p e c i a l i s t  HERRIS remain as General  KOSTER's  
s e c r e t a r y  r i g h t  up t o  t h e  t ime t h a t  General  KOSTER depa r t ed?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  H e  d i d .  

Q. And S p e c i a l i s t  VAN ABLE succeeded t o  t h a t  desk,  
d i d  he? 

A. Even tua l ly ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q But you w e r e  t h e r e  f o r  a t ime i n  between? 

A. I w a s  t h e r e .  Yes, s i r .  I n  f a c t ,  I was t h e r e  every-
day b u t  one from t h e  t ime I s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  middle of  February 
u n t i l  approximately  2 weeks b e f o r e  I r o t a t e d ,  when my r ep l ace -
ment came i n .  I never  seemed t o  g e t  away anymore than  a day,  
and t h a t ' s  j u s t  7 days a week. I had kn R&R t h a t  I took  i n  
Hong Kong, a week and a h a l f  a f t s r  Robert  KENNEDY was a s sa s -
s i n a t e d ,  s o  t h i s  would be  June.  

Q 8 One more b i t  of  p l a c i n g  people  i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s .  
When General  YOUNG became t h e  a c t i n g  d i v i s i o n  commander e a r l y  
i n  June 1968, d i d  he con t inue  t o  occupy t h e  room t h a t  he  had 
occupied  o r  d i d  he move i n t o  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ' s  room? 

A. No, sir.  He occupied t h e  same room e x c e p t  when 
t h e y  had t h e  normal morning and evening b r i e f i n g .  This  was 
h e l d  i n  t h e  C G ' s  o f f i c e  due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  had a more 
e x t e n s i v e  map a r e a  on t h e  w a l l ,  and they  had more room t o  
s e a t  t h e  people  t h a t  would normally be  a t  t h e s e  b r i e f i n g s ,  
which inc luded  t h e  G-s t a f f ,  a v i a t i o n ,  and s o  f o r t h  a t  t h e  
b r i e f i n g s .  But f o r  t h e  normal course  o f  e v e n t s ,  h e  main-
t a i n e d  h i s  own o f f i c e .  
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.Q You were obvious ly  i n  a l o c a t i o n  i n  headqua r t e r s  
where a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t h e  ebb and flow o f  b u s i n e s s  went a c r o s s  
.your  desk.  

A.  Yes, s i r .  W e  d i d n ' t  have a s t e n o  pool  p e r  s e ,  b u t  
when one c l e r k  would become ~wampedo r  have something heavy t o  c ,  
do, why it would b e  passed  around. Outs ide  o f  pe r sona l  co r r e s - .) .. 
pondence and O E R ' s  coming through t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  4, , 
o f f i c e  he  worked f o r ,  t h e  work was d i s t r i b u t e d .  A t  any t ime G) 
I might have been t y p i n g  f o r  General  KOSTER, General  YOUNG, 
o r  Colonel  PARSON, and t h e  same way wi th  HERRIS and VAN ABLE. 
I t  w a s  j u s t  a c t u a l l y  a k ind  o f  s t e n o  poo l ,  a l though you were 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  one i n d i v i d u a l .  

Q A t  t h e  t ime w e r e  you aware o f  t h e  ~ u s c a t i n eA 0  and 
Task Force  Barker? 

Y e s ,  s ir .  I knew o f  them. 

Q Did you h e a r  from t i m e  t o  t i m e  o f  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s
and what t hey  were up t o ?  

A.  Yes, s i r .  I knew p r e t t y  w e l l .  Colonel  PARSON had 
dev i sed  a p l an  whereby h e  had maps on h i s  w a l l .  I would r e -
c e i v e  n o t e s  from TOC. G 3  would c a l l  o.ver about  t h e  p a r t i c u -
l a r  c o n t e x t ,  and t h e y  would g ive  m e  a f i g u r e  and say  s i x  K I A ,  
which would be  s i x  enemy k i l l e d ,  o r  s i x  KHA, whatever  t h e  ca se  
may b e ,  and they  would g i v e  me t h e  c o o r d i n a t e s .  A s  soon a s  I 
g o t  t h i s ,  I would. t hen  go t o  t h e  map. I t , had p l e x i g l a s s  over  
t h e  f r o n t ,  and I would p l o t  t h e s e  p o i n t s  f r o m , t h e  c o n t e x t .  
During t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  I had a p r e t t y  good i d e a  of what was 
going on. G3 would o u t l i n e  a p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  where t h i s  op-
e r a t i o n  was, and I would p l o t  on t h e  map t h e s e  c o n t a c t s .  I 
would make up a l i t t l e  s l i p  on t h e  in format ion  I g o t  from t h e  
TOC, and I would t a c k  t h a t  on t h e  s i d e  s o  when Colonel  PARSON 
was o u t ,  h e  could come back i n  and q u i c k l y ,  b e f o r e  t h e  b r i e f -
i n g s  a t  n i g h t ,  have some i d e a  o f  what had t r a n s p i r e d  d u r i n g  
t h e  day wi thou t  having t o  c a l l  everybody over  and do it on h i s  
map aga in .  

Q , D o  you r e c a l l  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  Task Force  Barker  
i n  t h e  middle of  March 1 9 6 8  i n t o  Son My V i l l a g e  area a t  t h e  
e a s t e r n  end of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A .  I r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  was a Task Force  Barker .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  a p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  i n  March 1 9 6 8  
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and any th ing  s i g n i f i c a n t  about  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  was r ece ived  
. 	 on t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  du r ing  t h e  day a s  you went about  p o s t i n g  

t h e  incoming r e t u r n s ?  Does t h i s  happen t o  come back t o  you 
as a p a r t i c u l a r l y  l a r g e  body count?  

A. May I have a minute h e r e ?  . I  remember t h a t ;  and 

I d o n ' t  remember t h e  s p e c i f i c  d a t e ,  b u t  I remember t h a t  it 
 , 

was a long  i n  t h i s  t ime.  The reason I remember t h i s  i s  be-
cause I knew it .was approximately  a  month o r  s o  b e f o r e  t h e  
Kham Duc i n c i d e n t  , t h a t  I d i d  p l o t  on t h e  map. This  number 
s t i c k s  i n  my mind, and I ' v e  s een  it i n  t h e  papers  b e f o r e  
h e r e ,  b u t  I d i d  p l o t  on t h e  map 109 c a s u a l t i e s ,  a t  one t ime.  
There w e r e ,  o f  cou r se ,  maybe 1 0  o r  1 2  o f  t h e s e  s p o t  r e p o r t s  
a day t h a t  I ' d  g e t  from t h e  G3. A s  t hey  would r e c e i v e  them, 
t h e y ' d  r e l a y  them t o  me. But I do remember r a t h e r  l a r g e  
c a s u a l t i e s  on occas ion ,  y e s ,  s i r .  A t  v a r i o u s  t imes  I t h i n k  
some o f  them involved  t h e  1st Cavalry and o t h e r s  w e r e  down 
i n  t h e  Task Force  Barker a r e a .  I know they  w e r e - s o u t h .  I 
had a s p l i t  map, s o  when I reached a  c e r t a i n  l e v e l , . I  had t o  
go t o  ano the r  map. I do remember t h a t  q u i t e  a  few o f  them 
were p l aced  on tire o t h e r  nap. 

Q. W e l l ,  y o u ' l l . r e c a l 1  t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  Task 
Force Barker was a c t u a l l y  down i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n ,  A 0  of t h e  
America1 Div i s ion .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - You may r e c a l l  t h a t  Task 'Fo rce  Barker  had t o  g e t  
an A 0  ex t ens ion  i n  o r d e r  t o  go down s o u t h  o f  t h e  D i e m  D i e m  
River? Does t h a t  r i n g  a  b e l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  p e r  se. A s  I s a i d  t h e r e  w e r e  
s e v e r a l  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t '  I had a l i m i t e d  knowledge about  due 
t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I had had t o  ex tend  t h e  A 0  sometimes. 

( r e  Well,  t h i s  map ( E x h i b i t  MAP-1) behind you is a 
blowup o f  t h e  a r e a  j u s t  n o r t h  o f  Quang Ngai C i t y ,  which i s  
i n  t h e  lower l e f t - h a n d  corner .  You have i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  
t h e  map Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  Out t o  t h e  e a s t  end of t h e  map 
you have t h e  Batangan Pen insu la  and t h e  a r e a  which was c a l l e d  
by t h e  name of  P i n k v i l l e  simply because it w a s  p ink-colored 
on t h e  map. Do you e v e r  remember p l o t t i n g  an o p e r a t i o n  down 
i n  t h a t  a r e a  on t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ' s  map? Perhaps  you could  
look a t  t h i s  one ( E x h i b i t  M A P - 5 ) ,  M r .  HILL, i t  would be  more 
f a m i l i a r  t o  you. 
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MR MACCRATE: There you see a s m a l l e r  s c a l e .  

. 	 A. A t  t h i s  t i m e  y e s ,  s i r ,  I d i d  p l o t  around--I d o n ' t  
remember s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  b u t  I do know I d i d  have q u i t e  a  few 
around Quang Ngai, because we seemed t o  have a r a t h e r  l a r g e  
amcmt  of a c t i v i t y  around t h a t  a r e a .  

Q .  I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ,  you had two com-
pan ie s  of Task Force  Barker,. C/1/20 and B/4/3, i n  two a i r  
a s s a u l t s '  going i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  C/1/20 moving i n  a  nor th-
e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  and B/4/3 moving i n  a n o r t h e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  
and reach ing  a common o b j e c t i v e ,  t h e  f i r s t  day j u s t  t o  t h e  
wes t  of P i n k v i l l e  -or My Lai  (1). And then  A/3/1, which was 
t h e  t h i r d  component company of  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  went i n t o  
a b lock ing  p o s i t i o n  j u s t  nor th .  o f  t h e  Diem D i e m  River .  
Does t h i s  sound l i k e  an o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  you have any r e c o l -  
l e c t i o n  of  today? 

A .  Not t h e  s p e c i f i c s  of  i t ,  s i r .  . 

Q =  Do you r e c a l l  an o p e r a t i o n  from t h a t  a r e a  which 
was r e p o r t e d l y  t h c  l a r g e s t  o p e r a t i o n  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade had had 
s i n c e  it e n t e r e d  Vietnam, r e p o r t i n g  128 VC K I A ,  2 U . S .  K I A ,  
11 U . S .  wounded, and 3 weapons cap tured?  

A. I would r e c e i v e  KHA f o r  t h e  American i n d i v i d u a l s .  
No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  b u t  I ' m  q u i t e  
c e r t a i n  t h a t  i f  it came through t h a t  I d i d  p l o t  it. I mean 
eve ry th ing  t h a t  happened--and a s  I s a y ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i -  
f i c a l l y ,  because I had 1 0  o r  1 2  o f  them dur ing  t h e  cou r se  
of  a day sometimes and sometimes on ly  3. 

a.  You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i g -  
n i f i c a n t  a c t i o n  o f  Task Force Barker a t  t h i s  t ime and any 
d i s c u s s i o n s  going on around headqua r t e r s  about  i t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  . I do remember some d i s c u s s i o n s  t h a t  
you p i ck  up p i e c e  by p i ece .  But I do remember v a r i o u s  d i s -  
cuss ions  about t h e  success  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  o r  t h e  apparen t  
succes s  o f  t h e  11 th  Brigade'down t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q .  Do you remember any d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h e  d i s p a r i t y  
i n  enemy K I A  and weapons cap tured?  , 

A. N O ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Any q u e s t i o n i n g  t h a t  may have gone on by t h e  s t a f f  
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a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  f i g u r e s  were rece ived?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n  a s  t o  t h e  r a t i o  
between weapons cap tured  and t h e  K I A  r e p o r t .  I t  w a s n ' t  
a l t o g e t h e r  unusual  f o r  us t o  r e c e i v e  a r e p o r t  of  a few K I A ' s  
and a l a r g e  weapons cache 3r v i c e  ve r sa .  Sometimes they  cap-
t u r e d  maybe one o r  two au tomat ic  weapons and had a r a t h e r  
s i z a b l e  body count ,  a s  t hey  c a l l e d  i t  a t  t h e  t ime ,  o r  s i z a b l e  
K I A  r e p o r t .  

Q But you have no s p e c i a l  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a d i s -
c u s s i o n  of t h e  d i s p a r i t y  i n  body count  and weapons cap tured  
coming o u t  of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h a t  q u e s t i o n s  were r a i s e d  
r ega rd ing  how t h a t  could be? 

A. I t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  PARSON q u i t e  a b i t .  I would 
b r i e f  him when h e  would come i n ,  sometimes on t h e s e .  And I 
vaguely remember t h r e e  i n s t a n c e s  t h a t  w e  d i d  d i s c u s s  l a r g e  
body counts  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a s .  I t  was sometime a f t e r  I 

' s t a r t e d  t o  work t h e r e .  W e  had j u s t  i n i t i a t e d  t h i s  p l a n  o f  
p l o t t i n g  t h e s e  c o n t a c t s ,  because a t  t h e  t i m e  I had no over-
a l l  p i c t u r e ,  and Colonel PARSON from time t o  t ime would p o i n t  
o u t  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  were going on ,  who w a s  
moving i n t o  what a r e a s  and what s p e c i f i c a l l y  t hey  w e r e  l ook ing  
f o r .  Then w e  would sometimes rehash what had happened a s  t o  
what w'e thought  would happen. I vaguely remember two o r  
t h r e e  unusua l ly  h igh  body counts .  I would say t h r e e - d i g i t  
was unusua l ly  h i g h ,  because t h i s  w a s  n o t  t o o  long  a f t e r  t h e  
T e t  Offens ive  they  had i n i t i a t e d .  

Q Could you r e l a t e  any of  t h e s e  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  t o  
Task Force Barker? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  h o n e s t l y  s ay  t h a t  I c o u l d ,  s i r .  

Q .  Do you r e c a l l  a t  o r  about  t h i s  t i m e  h e a r i n g  about  
any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  was be ing  conducted o f  an o p e r a t i o n  
of  Task Force  Barker? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any. 

Q. Do you eve r  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  about  a complaint  t h a t  
a war ran t  o f f i c e r  had made, who was a p i l o t ,  an aero-scout  
t h a t  had p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  an o p e r a t i o n  wi th  Task Force  Barker ,  
who came back and r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e r e  had been i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  
k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s ?  O r  perhaps  you hea rd  h i s  r e p o r t  t h a t  
a c a p t a i n  had s h o t  a woman o r  of a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  
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between t h e  p i l o t ,  and h i s  crew,.  and American f o r c e s  on t h e  
. ground? 

A. I remember one t ime t h a t  t h e r e  seemed t o  b e  q u i t e  
a f l a p .  I remember t h a t  one o f  t h e  p i l o t s  d i d  r e q u e s t  t o  s ee  
General  KOSTER, and t h e r e  seemed t o  be  q u i t e  a f l a p  concerning 
a n  o p e r a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  know 'he s p e c i f i c s  of it a t  a l l .  I 
remember because when they  reach  p r o p o r t i o n s  l i k e  t h a t ,  it 
s e n t  everybody s c u r r y i n g ,  and whisper ing ,  and wondering what 
was happening. 

Q What can you recall  of t h a t ?  Can you p l a c e  it i n  
t ime? 

A .  I t  involved Colonel  HOLLADAY a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q - He was t h e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  HOLLADAY. I remem-
ber t h a t  he  made s e v e r a l  appearances  i n  t h e  c h i e f ' s  o f f i c e .  
They d i d  t r a v e l  t o  t h e  Quang Ngai a r e a  s e v e r a l  t imes  t o g e t h e r .  
I t  w a s n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  unusual  f o r  Colonel  HOLLADAY t o  t r a v e l  
w i t h  t h e  c h i e f ,  b u t  Colonel  PARSON d i d n ' t  nlake it a p r a c t i c e  
t o  be  ou t  of t h e  o f f i c e  very much. 

( I0  e n t e r e d  t h e - h e a r i n g  room a t  t h i s  p o i n t . )  

Q - You do r e c a l l  an  a v i a t o r  wanting t o  s e e  General  
KOSTER? 

A. Yes, s i r .  I do. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  
t i m e  f o r  t h i s ,  b u t  I do  remember t h a t  t h e r e  was what we c a l l e d  
a f l a p ,  b u t  it seemed t o  be  a  r a t h e r  s t i c k y  s i t u a t i o n .  I .  
d i d n ' t  know what was happening, b u t  I d i d  know t h a t - -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did t h e  a v i a t o r  come over  t o  head-
q u a r t e r s  w i t h  Colonel  HOLLADAY, o r  was Colonel  HOLLADAY t r y -
i n g  t o  make an appointment f o r  him w i t h  General  I<OSTER, o r  
what is t h e  f i r s t  you r e c a l l  of t h i s  coming i n t o  headqua r t e r s?  

A. I g o t  t o  know Colonel  HOLLADAY p r e t t y  w e l l  from 
t h e  o u t e r  o f f i c e ,  t a l k i n g  wi th  him.  He was q u i t e  upse t  a t  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime ,  and I c o u l d n ' t  hones t ly  say  whether 
h e  was t r y i n g  t o  s e t  up an appointment w i t h  General  KOSTER, 
because it d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  p a r t i c u l a r l y  concern him. But I 
know t h a t  he  was t a l k i n g  w i t h  Colonel  PARSON q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y ,  
and t h i s  was, I would s a y ,  more t h a n  he o r d i n a r i l y  would do. 
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I know t h a t  a war ran t  o f f i c e r - d i d  come ove r  wi th  him, and I 
c a n ' t  remember t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  name. But I know t h a t  a 
war ran t  o f f i c e r  d i d  come over  w i t h  him, and he  d i d  have a 

' meeting w i t h  General  KOSTER. A s  t o  what i t  came t o ,  I 
d o n ' t  know. 

Q Did they  a l s o  speak w i t h  General  YOUNG a t  t h a t  
t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  t hey  d i d ,  because 
Colonel  HOLLADAY was--as I s a i d ,  my desk was i n  such a po-
s i t i o n  t h a t  I saw people  going i n  and o u t  bo th  door s ,  and 
h e  was meeting q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y  wi th  General  YOUNG, who 
w a s  t h e  ADC i n  charge  o f  maneuvers. But I d o n ' t  remember 
any p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e  concerning a war ran t  o f f i c e r  w i t h  
Colonel  HOLLADAY and General  YOUNG. 

Q W e l l ,  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  you re-
c a l l ,  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Colonel  HOLLADAY was s e v e r a l  t i m e s  
i n  headqua r t e r s  speak ing  about i t ?  

A. H e  was s e v e r a l  t imes  i n  t h e  h~:adquarters b u i l d i n g  
and q u i t e  of few of t h e  t imes h e  d i d n ' t  seem t o  be  q u i t e  as 
j o v i a l  a s  he  u s u a l l y  was. I knew it w a s  something r a t h e r  
u p s e t t i n g ,  and I d i d n '  t -know what it p a r t i c u l a r l y  involved .  
I do know t h a t  h e  d i d  have a young 'man w i t h  him. 

Q Would you know t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  name? 

A. No,' s i r .  I wouldn ' t .  

Q Would t h e  name THOMPSON mean anyth ing  t o  you,  
Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON? 

A. N O ,  sir .  

I 0  : Are you s u r e  it was a war ran t  o f f i c e r .  Could he 
have been a major? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he  was. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  
it w a s n ' t  a  major.  The reason I say t h a t  was because he  
was a r a t h e r  young man, a s  I remember t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i -
v i d u a l .  

Q Could he  have been a young. major? 

(HILL)  

No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he  was a major.  I ' m  p r e t t y  
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s u r e  t h a t  h e  was on one of  t h e  crews and e i t h e r  an AC o r  a 
p i l o t ,  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l .  

10 :  , 
M r .  MACCRATE d i d  you g e t  t h e  t ime o f  t h i s  down? 

MR MACCRATE: No. M r .  HILL; are you a b l e ,  by r e l a t i n g  it 
t o  any e v e n t s ,  t o  p l a c e  it i n  t i m e  f o r  us? 

A .  May I have a moment h e r e ?  

Q Y e s ,  indeed.  You can t a k e  as much t ime a s  you need. C-.* 

A s  I r e c o l l e c t ,  s i r ,  t h i s  w a s  sometime around t h e .$ AA .  
t i m e  t h a t  S p e c i a l i s t  HERRIS took h i s  R&R,  which was sometime \3rF'd 

i n  March o r  A p r i l ,  because h e  had l e f t  t h e  o f f i c e  short-handed.  bJ 

H e  l e f t  VAN ABLE and I shor t -handed a t  t h e  t i m e .  We were 
t r y i n g  t o  cover a l l  t h r e e  desks ,  t h e  two of  u s .  Th i s  p a r t i c -
u l a r  i n c i d e n t ,  I t h i n k ,  was sometime du r ing  t h i s  t ime span.  
I d i d n ' t  know t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s ,  what was happening. I t  w a s n ' t  
a l t o g e t h e r  unusual  on a r a t h e r  l a r g e  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  Colonel  
HOLLADAY t o  be  i n  t h e  o f f i c e ,  be ing  i n  charge o f  t h e  a v i a t i o n .  
I c a n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p u t  it down. A s  I remember, it was 
sometime around HERRIS ' R&R. 

Q. Then you say you r e c a l l  i n  t h i s  connec t ion ,  Colonel  
PARSON f l y i n g  down t o  Quang-Ngai s e v e r a l  t imes?  

A.  A s  I r e c a l l ,  it seems he  was gone more t h a n  usua l .  
A s  I s a i d ,  h e  d i d n ' t  make i t  a p o i n t . .  I mean, he  t r i e d  t o  g e t  
t o  d i f f e r e n t  f i r e  bases  and around. ' A s  I r e c a l l  h e  made 
what seemed t o  m e  ' a t  t h e  t ime an unusual  number o f  t r i p s  t o  
Quang Ngai. But a s  I s a i d ,  I d o n ' t  have t h e  s p e c i f i c  d a t e s  . ' . . 

o n . t h a t .  I j u s t  know t h a t  a t  one p o i n t  he d i d  t r a v e l  more 
, than  h e  d i d  a t  o t h e r  t imes .  I know Colonel  HOLLADAY q u i t e  
o f t e n  went w i t h  him, s o  aga in  it w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  anyth ing  
unusual .  

I0 : Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  one t ime y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  
when t h e s e  people  w i t h  Colonel  HOLLADAY went i n  t o  s e e  General  ' . 

YOUNG? Could t h i s  have been on a Sunday morning? 

A.  Yes, s i r ,  it very poss ib ly- -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  J u s t  t h i n k  now. Sunday mornings, 
g e n e r a l l y  speaking ,  i n  most d i v i s i o n s  a r e  a l i t t l e  b i t  d i f -
f e r e n t  because they  t r y  t o  a d j u s t  schedules  s o  t h e  people  
can g e t  t o  church e a r l y ,  a t  l e a s t  w e  d i d  i n  my d i v i s i o n .  I 
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would assume t h e r e  were some churchgoers  i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s  
o f  t h e  Americal? ' 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  There were. 

Q. So w e  t r i e d  t o  g e t  t h i n g s  a r ranged  s o  t h a t  we 
could g e t  o u r  meeting o v e r ,  s o  people  could  be  i n  church 
by 0730 o r  0800 on Sundays. Do you remember something l i k e  
t h i s  p l a c e  a t  about  0800 o r  0830 Sunday morning? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
on a Sunday morning. I know a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime Sunday 
mornings d i d  prove t o  be  q u i t e  a c t i v e .  But I know t h a t  
Colonel  PARSON always went t o  church,  excep t  on a few 
occas ions  t h a t  h e  d i d n ' t  go t o  church due t o  t a c t i c a l  r ea sons .  
But I d o n ' t  remember any s p e c i f i c  t i m e  o r  any th ing  unusual  
happening on a Sunday morning. 

W e  have h e r e  p i c t u r e s  of  two i n d i v i d u a l s .  See i fQ 
you can recognize  e i t h e r  of t h o s e  a s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  
accompanied Colonel  HOLLADAY. 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  recognize  e i t h e r  one of  t h e s e  
i n d i v i d u a l s .  

Q L e t  t h e  r eco rd  show t h a t  we were showing him 
p i c t u r e s  of  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON and Major WATKE. 

(Photographs were t aken  by PEERS Committee f o r  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  purposes  on ly  and n o t  e n t e r e d  a s  e x h i b i t s . )  

143 MACCRATE: A s  a r e s u l t  of  t h e s e  meet ings ,  d i d  any papers  
emanate, were any memoranda p repa red ,  any th ing  t h a t  came 
i n t o  your posses s ion  p r  which you s a w  p repared  by e i t h e r  
General  KOSTER, General YOUNG, o r  Colonel  PARSON, concerning 
t h e  p i l o t  t h a t  Colonel  HOLLADAY had brought  t o  headqua r t e r s?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any d i r e c t i v e s ,  o r  
paperwork, o r  r e p o r t s ,  o r  any th ing .  

Q What d i d  you h e a r  about  t h i s  f l a p ?  There must 
have been some goss ip  .around t h e  headqua r t e r s  as t o  what it 
w a s  a l l  about .  

(HILL)  1 5  
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A. Most o f  t h e  in format ion  we e v e r  g o t  about  any th ing  
i n  p a r t i c u l a r  came from t h e  a i d e s .  And I know t h a t  when w e  
d i d  have a f l a p ,  Capta in  ROBERTS was u s u a l l y  r a t h e r  e x c i t e d  
abou t  it. I d o n ' t  remember t h e r e  be ing  anyth ing  i n  t h e  
way o f  g o s s i p  , about  t h i s .  I knew t h a t  Colorlel HOLLADAY 
d i d n ' t  want t o  s e e  General  KOSTER about  t h i s ,  and I ' m  q u i t e  
c e r t a i n  t h a t  Colonel  PARSON was i n  w i th  him. But I d o n ' t  
remember any g o s s i p ,  and I don' t remember any p a r t i c u l a r s  
i f  I d i d  see any. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  be ing  s a i d  a t  t h e  
t i m e  as t o  why they  w e r e  t h e r e  and what had happened? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  
t h a t  seemed t o  be  p a r t i c u l a r l y  unusual .  You know, what I 
mean i s  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  had been unusual  g o s s i p ,  I ' m  s u r e  it 
probably would have been sp read  around i n  t h e  headshed a t  
l eas t ,  and I--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  But i t ' i s  a l i t t l e  unusual  t o  have 
t h e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  b r i n g  up a  war ran t  o f f i c e r  who wants t o  
t a l k  t o  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  y e s ,  sir .  I ' d  be  i n c l i n e d  t o  a g r e e  w i th  you. 

Q. I would t h i n k  a group of you a s s i s t i n g  t h e  s t a f f  
t h a t  way would be  very i n t e r e s t e d  on lookers  t o  something of  
t h a t  s o r t .  

A. W e l l ,  I may have known a t  one t i m e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  it now, s ir .  I d o n ' t  seem t o  r e c a l l  any th ing  su r -
rounding it o t h e r  t han  I do r e c a l l  Colonel  HOLLADAY be ing  
r a t h e r  upse t  a t  t h e  t ime ,  upse t  s o  t h a t  he w a s  n o t  h i s  u sua l  
j o l l y  s e l f .  

Q. W e l l ,  d i d  t h e  war ran t  o f f i c e r  want t o  make a  
compla in t ,  a s  you unders tood i t ?  

A.  A s  I unders tood,  y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you know a g a i n s t  whom? 

A. N O ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  
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8 .  O r  about  what? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

10: When d i d  you go on R & R ,  M r .  HILL? 

A. I went t o  Hong Kong sometime i n  June.  

Q I n  June.  So you were t h e r e  a l l  through March, 
A p r i l ,  and May then?  

A. Yes, s ir .  I was t h e r e  7 days a week, maybe I ' d  have an 
a f t e rnoon  o f f  i n  t h e  week sometimes, b u t  o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  I 
was t h e r e  a l l  t h e  t ime  from approximately  t h e  middle of Feb-
r u a r y  u n t i l  I d i d  go on R & R .  Then I was t h e r e  a f t e r  t h a t  R&R 
u n t i l  I took ano the r  R&R which I took j u s t  b e f o r e  I went home. 
But my replacement  was i n ,  and t h i s  was t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of 
September. 

MR MACCRATE: Well ,  a t  o r  about  t h i s  t i m e ,  d i d  you eve r  s e e  a 
s h o r t  r e p o r t  prepared by t h e  l l t h  Brigade,  an o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  
l l t h  Br igade ,  p o s s i b l y  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r ,  r ega rd ing  a 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between a p i l o t  and ground f o r c e s ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q.  I f  a r e p o r t  came i n  from Commanding O f f i c e r ,  1 1 t h  
Brigade,  t o  t h e  Commanding General ,  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  how 
would t h a t  be  rou ted  w i t h i n  your o f f i c e ?  

A. I r a t h e r  imagine from exper ience  from o t h e r  i n c i -
d e n t s ,  it would be hand-carr ied by e i t h e r  an i n d i v i d u a l  from 
t h e  l l t h  Brigade o r  some o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l .  I t  u s u a l l y  w a s n ' t  
t h e  r e g u l a r  r o u t i n g  through b a s k e t s  and s o  f o r t h  i f  it was 
of s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o p o r t i o n s .  Now w e  had o t h e r  inc i .den ts  t h a t  
t h e  fewer people  having seen  t h e  b e t t e r ,  s o  t hey  would hand-
c a r r y  it. 

Q They would be ' hand-ca r r i ed  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  i n d i -
v i d u a l  t o  whom addressed o r  would they  be l e f t  w i th  you i f  
t h e y  were f o r  Colonel  PARSON? 

A. They would be probably l e f t  wi th  Major BEASLEY 
most o f t e n .  There  w a s n ' t  a l o t  of m a t e r i a l  t h a t  came i n  l i k e  
t h i s ,  b u t  what d i d  was u s u a l l y  handed t o  Major BEASLEY.if it 

(HILL) APP T-335 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

' w a s ,  s e n t  i n  by a l i a i s o n  man o r  by a c o u r i e r .  

Q. Did you a t  anytime s e e  a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
from t h e  Commanding O f f i c e r ,  1 1 t h  Brigade,  submi t ted  t o  t h e  
Commanding General ,  America1 Div i s ion ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  an o p e r a t i o n  
o f  Task Force  Barker and a compla in t  t h a t  had been made by a 
v i l l a g e  ch ie f ,down i n  Son My V i l l a g e ?  PG-. 

'i...a 

A .  I vaguely remember tha t - -no t  s e e i n g  a r e p o r t ,  b u t  6 22 
I remember t a l k  about a meeting w i t h  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  and G3 
it was approximately  a t  t h i s  t ime.  I c a n ' t  remember who t h e  
c o l o n e l  was a t  Quang Ngai. H e  was t h e  G5 r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  down 
t h e r e ,  I b e l i e v e  was h i s  t i t l e .  I d o n ' t  know what h i s  e x a c t  
t i t l e  was. 

Q. Colonel  ANISTRANSKI? 

A .  Colonel  ANISTRANSKI was t h e  G5. They had a n o t h e r  
l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l  i n  Quang Ngai. 

Q. Could it b e  Colonel  GUINN? 

A. Colonel  G U I N N  I b e l i e v e  was working w i t h  I t h i n k  
Genera l  TOAN? 

TOAN?Q 

A. TOAN. ' ~ n dc o l o n e l  G U I N N ,  I t .hink was --

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  There was ano the r  c o l o n e l  who was 
a c t u a l l y  working w i t h  Colonel  TOAN. Would it b e  Colonel  HUTTER? 

A. Colonel  HUTTER. I knew of Colonel  HUTTER. He 
w a s  a f u l l  c o l o n e l .  

Q - Colonel  ULSAKER was t h e  adv i so r  t o  t h e  2d ARVN 
D i v i s i o n ,  and around A p r i l  1968, he was r ep l aced  by Colonel  
HUTTER. Then t h e  a d v i s o r  o r  deputy adv i so r  f o r  t h e  p rov ince  
w a s  Colonel  G U I N N ,  o r  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  G U I N N .  He was t h e  
deputy a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  prov ince .  The province  a d v i s o r  was 
James MAY, a c i v i l i a n .  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  I met M r .  MAY. 

Q. Does t h i s  beg in  t o  f i l l  i n  t h e  people  involved? 
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. 	 A. Yes, sir .  I remember M r .  MAY d i d  come i n t o  t h e  
Chu L a i  command b u i l d i n g  t h e r e .  I remember he came i n ,  and 
I know t h a t  t h e r e  was some concern.  I c a n ' t  give you a 
s p e c i f i c  d a t e ,  b u t  t h e r e  was some arrangements  t hey  were mak- 
i n g  t o  meet w i t h  a v i l l a g e  c h i e f  o r  soine Vietnamese c i v i l i a n .  

Q. Could it have been t h e  p rov ince  c h i e f ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it could  have been.  T h a t ' s  u s u a l l y  who 
M r .  MAY worked through.  

10: Colonel  KHIEN? 

A. Pardon me? 

Q. Colonel  R H I E N ,  does t h a t  name r i n g ?  

A. No, s ir .  


MR IYIACCIRATE : K-ii-I-E-PI? 


A. I ' m  s o r r y  on.  Vietnamese narr,es, b u t .  

10: L e t  me ask j u s t  a couple  t h i n g s  h e r e .  Was t h e  
t a l k  t h a t  was going around t h e r e  sornethii~g t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h a t  t h e y  had a r e p o r t  from a v i l l a g e  c h i e f  o r  a S i s t r i c t '  
c h i e f ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  w a s  some t a l k .  I don't know; I 
c o u l d n ' t  s a y  a compla in t ,  b u t  t h e r e  was something t h a t  had 
gone awry t h a t  --

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you e v e r  see a piece of  paper  
concern ing  t h a t ?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s i r .  I may have.  . 

Q. Did H E R R I S  e v e r  t a l k  t o  you abont  hav ing  a p i e c e  
of  p a p e r ,  o r  w r , i t i n g  a  d i r e c t i v e ,  cr a memo f o r  General. 
ROSTER based  upon tha.t  p a r t i c u l a r  paper?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  . I f  --

Q e  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Have you e v e r  h e a r d  t h e  t e r m  s t a t i c  
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census  g r i evance  b e f o r e ,  o r  census gr ievance?  

Q - You d i d n ' t  h e a r  t h a t  a r e p o r t  had been r ece ived  
from Colonel  G U I N N  from a Census Grievance Committee? 

C 
A. Not t o  my knowledge, I d i d n ' t  know o f  a r e p o r t .  4 

6, 
. Q. Was t h e r e  any d i s c u s s i o n  concerning some V i e t  Cong C 

propaganda about t h a t  t ime which may have been focused on 
Son My V i l l a g e ,  o r  Tu Cung, o r  Co Luy? 

A. I vaguely remember --
Q e  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you r e c a l l  t h e  words Tu Cung o r  
Co Luy i n  any a t t empt  by anybody t o  f i n d  t h e s e  p l a c e d  on t h e  
map? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember. It may very w e l l  have --
Q. (1.1terposing) I may now be j u s t  s h o o t i n g  i n  t h e  
da rk ,  b u t  I know enough about  t h i s  t h a t  I know w h a t  t hey  
should  have been doing.  T a  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h e r e  w a s  some 
d i s c u s s i o n  concerning a l e t t e r ,  o r  a memo, o r  something from 
e i t h e r  a v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  o r  a d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  o r  something? 

A. To my r e c o l l e c t i o n  I know t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  q u i t e  
a b i t  o f  communication between Quang Ngai and t h e  headshed,  
t h e  command b u i l d i n g ,  up t h e r e .  

Q. What k ind  of  cornmanication? 

A. I know t h a t  I p l aced  s e v e r a l  c a l l s  t o  Colonel  
G U I N N .  I n  f a c t ,  I con tac t ed  M r .  MAY one time--more than  one 
t i m e ,  b u t  I remember t r y i n g  t o  a r range  a meet ing i n  Quang 
Ngai. I would c a l l  and t r y  t o  a r r ange  a t ime t h a t  t h i s  
meeting could  be  h e l d ,  and then  I would c a l l  a s  soon a s  Colonel  
PARSON l e f t ,  --

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g ) '  Is t h i s  f o r  General  ROSTER o r  
General  YOUNG? 

A .  No, s i r .  The 'ones  I remember were w i t h  Colonel  
,PARSON, t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f ,  and h e  wanted t o  m e e t  w i t h  M r .  
MAY. I remember I had a c e r t a i n  amount of  t r o u b l e  c o n t a c t i n g  

(HILL) 20  APP T-33.5 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

M r .  MAY on two o r  t h r e e  occas ions .  I d o n ' t  remember any spe-
c i f i c  appointment f o r  General  YOUNG. A s  I s a i d ,  q u i t e  o f t e n  
he  f lew around t h e  AO,  and I d i d n ' t  know where h e  was go ing ,  
i f  by appointment.  

Q Wh.en Mr..MAY a r r i v e d ,  who d i d  h e  t a lk .  t o ?  

A. H e  t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  PARSON, and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  
h e  t a l k e d  t o  General KOSTER. But I ' m  s u r e  h e  probably d i d ;  
b u t  I d o n ' t  x e c a l l  t h a t .  I know he  d i d  go i n t o  Colonel  
PARSON'S o f f i c e ,  

Q. Did Colonel  G U I N N  e v e r  come up t h e r e  w i th  him? 

A. Yes, sir. Colonel  G U I N N  was accompanying him. I 
remember meet ing Colonel  G U I N N  and him g o i n g  i n t o  - t h e  c h i e f  
of  s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e .  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  t h e  name o f  N a j s r  GAVIN? Did 
he  ever cone i n  wi th  him? 

A. Not t h a t . 1  know o f ,  s ir .  

Q. How about a Captain  RODRIGUEZ, Angel RODRIGUEZ. 

A .  I d o n ' t  remember M r .  RODRIGUEZ coming i n .  I ' v e  
h e a r d  t h a t  name someplace, b u t  I ' m  s o r r y .  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Bow o f t e n  do you t h i n k  Colonel  PARSON went down 
t o  Quang Ngai? When you say  Quany ~ g a iare you t a l k i n g  about  

4 u a n g  Ngai C i t y  o r  going i n t o  t h e  p rov ince  o f  Quang Ngai 
someplace? 

A. Usual ly  Quang Ngai C i t y  when I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  
Quang Ngai. Because if h e  had gone someplace e l s e  why wou ldn ' t  
h e  haye c a l l e d  it by t h e  f i r e  b a s e  o r  whatever  he  was going t o  
go s e e ?  When it was Quang Ngai,  it was u s u a l l y  meaning Quang 
Ngai C i t y .  

Q. What if h e  was going t o  2 ~ 3ARVN ~ i v i s i o nhead-
q u a r t e r s ?  Where would he  be  going? Would h e  be  going t o  
Quang ~ g a iC i t y ,  t h e n ,  too?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  He'd be  going down t o  m e e t  a t  Quang 
Ngai C i t y ,  because I know on occas ions  h e  d i d  meet w i th  Colonel  
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TOAN. I b e l i e v e  he  was a c o l o n e l  a t  t h i s  t ime ,  and h e  was sub-
s e q u e n t l y  promoted t o  g e n e r a l .  These were u s u a l l y  a r ranged  
through t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r .  I c a l l e d  t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  we 
had t h e r e ,  s ir .  The Army personne l  w e  had working w i t h  t h e  2d 
ARVN Div i s ion  would a r range  t h e s e  meetings a s  t o  p r o t o c o l  
and t h a t .  . . 

MR 	MACCRATE: Do you remember any communication from General  S-

LAM i n  t h i s  connect ion? 	 4 
c 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t ;  I knew o f  General  LAM, b u t  I h 
don' t remember any v e r b a l  o r  w r i t t e n  communication. 

10: . Now, you've d i scussed  two s i t u a t i o n s  h e r e .  You 
d i s c u s s e d  one about  somebody going t o  s e e  General  YOUNG, 
Colonel  HOLLADAY and a war ran t  o f f i c e r ,  and t o  General  KOSTER. 

A. A s  I remember, they  were t r y i n g  t o  see General  
KOSTER. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  an appointment w i th  General  YOUNG. I 
donV. t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  I t  may have t r a n s p i r e d ,  because  Colonel  
HOLLADAY d i d  q u i t e  o f t e n  see General YOUNG. But I d o n ' t  r e -

" member t h a t  h e  had t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h  him. 

Q. Now, t h i s  o t h e r  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  y o u ' r e  d i s c u s s i n g  
down i n  Quang Ngai and t h e  people  coming i n  and a r r a n g i n g  and 
s o  f o r t h ,  was t h a t '  a t  t h e  same time o r  was t h e r e  some i n t e r -
vening t ime? 

. 	 A. I would say  approximately  t h e  s a m e  ' t i m e ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  mean by t h e  same day. I mean it had--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  a month o r  
two s e p a r a t i o n .  

A. To my knowledge t h e r e  w a s .  Now, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  
would be  a month o r  2 .  I t  may have been w i t h i n  a month, b u t  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it would be  2 months, because t h a t  would make 
it--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g j  L e t  m e  remind you o f  something.  

For a p e r i o d  i n  t h e r e  General  KOSTER was on R&R. Remember? 


A. Yes, six, because I remember General  YOUNG took 

o v e r  a s  t h e  a c t i n g  CG. 
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Q- This  was a p e r i o d  o f  about from 2 8  A p r i l  u n t i l  
about  8 May t h a t  h e  was gone. Remember t h a t ?  

A. I remember t h a t  h e  went on R&R and I remember--

Q. ( In te rpos ing9  Another s i t u a t i o n  developed i n  h e r e ,  
t oo .  J u s t  about  t h e  t ime General  KOSTER g o t  .back from R&R a l l  
h e l l ' b r o k e  l o o s e  o u t  i n  Kham Duc. Do you remember t h a t ?  

A,  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I do. 

Q. Now, i s  t h e  t ime y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  w i t h  t h e s e  
people  down i n  Quang Ngai? Is t h i s  b e f o r e  or--

A. ( In t e rpos ing !  Before .  

Q. Before  t h a t ?  

A ; Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Then t h a t  would p u t  i t  back i n t o  t h e  nonth of 
A p r i l  sometime? 

A. Thereabouts ,  yes .  

Q . I n  o t h e r  words, b e f o r e  General  ROSTER depa r t ed?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I ' m  s u r e  it was, because I know it was 
b e f o r e  t h e  Kham Duc i n c i d e n t .  

Q.  You never  made any comparable arrangements  f o r  
General  YOUNG t o  go down and t o  s e e  them? 

A. No, s i r .  Most o f  t h o s e  were handled through h i s  
a i d e s .  H i s  a i d e s  handled most of t h o s e ,  and I d i d n ' t  make 
s p e c i c i c  arrangements f o r  General  Young. He b~ou ldhave 
L ieu tenan t  WHITE do t h a t .  . 

Q . Being around t h e  headqua r t e r s  l i k e  yon were,  know-
i n g  w h a t ' s  going on t h e r e ,  knowing wha tCs g e n e r a l l y  going on 
w i t h  t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s ,  and knowing w h a t ' s  go ing  on wi th  t h e  
e n l i s t e d  pe r sonne l  w i t h i n  t h e  headquarters--we knew under a 
c e r t a i n  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  was mcre t han  a l i t t l e  t a l k i n g  
ga iny  on concern ing  a r e p o r t  t h a t  a w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  123d 
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B a t t a l i o n ,  a c t u a l l y  t h e  aero-scout  company, had submi t ted  t o  

h i s  company commander, which i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was an ex-

c e s s i v e  number of women and c h i l d r e n  t h a t  were k i l l e d .  There 

w a s  a l s o  some d i s c u s s i o n  about a major c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between 

some a v i a t i o n  u n i t s  and a u n i t  on t h e  ground t o  t h e  p o i n t  

where machineguns were t r a i n e d  on o t h e r  f o r c e s .  Now, do you 

remember t h a t  conve r sa t ion  going around i n  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  

around w i t h  t h e  e n l i s t e d  personne l?  


A. I c a n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember any of  t h e  conver-
s a t i o n ,  and I d o n ' t  know whether it would be g o s s i p .  I do r e -  
member t h e r e  was q u i t e  a  b i t  of concern about t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
war ran t  o f f i c e r  and h i s  meeting wi th  General  KOSTER. A s  I 
remember S p e c i a l i s t  HERRIS and myself were c l o s e  enough t o -
g e t h e r  a t  ou r  desks  t h a t  when a f l a p  d i d  occur  l i k e  t h i s  w a s ,  
it d i d  cause  q u i t e  a  b i t  of a c t i v i t y  i n  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  o f f i c e - -  

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Are you s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  w a r r a n t  

o f f i c e r  eve r  d i d  come i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s  o r  t h a t  t h i s  was 

j u s t  t a l k i n g ,  a l o t  of  t a l k i n g  about  a  war ran t  o f f i c e r ?  


.A.  To my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  h e  did 'come i n ,  s i r .  A s  I 
r e c a l l  i t ,  he  d i d  come i n ,  and I c a n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s ay  who 
else he  saw. I know t h e r e  was t a l k  t h a t  he  d i d  want an au- 
d i ence  wi th  t h e  CG,  who a t  t h e  t i m e  was General  KOSTER. I 
d o n ' t  remember an  audience  wi th  General  YOUNG. 

Q. Did you hea r  anyth ing  e l s e  around t h a t  t ime t h a t  

might have aroused your c u r i o s i t y  about  some odd goings-on? 


A .  A s  I s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  o t h e r  than  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Colonel  
HOLLADAY f r equen ted  t h e  command b u i l d i n g  more t h a n  u s u a l  around 
t h i s  t ime ,  no. I d o n ' t  remember any conve r sa t ion  or  g o s s i p  
t h a t  involved  t h i s .  I know t h a t  Colonel  HOLLADAY d i d  make 
what seemed t o  m e  an  unusual  number of appearances  t h e r e ,  
and t h i s  would be l i k e  t w o m o r  t h r e e  a day o r  so .  X e  s p e n t  
an unusual  amount of t ime  t h e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember any gos- 
s i p .  

MR MACCRATE: M r .  HILL,  do you a c t u a l l y  remember s e e i n g  Colonel  
HOLLADAY and t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  accompanying .him go i n  t o  see Gen-
eral  KOSTER o r  i s  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  Colonel  HOLLADAY was 
t r y i n g  t o  a r r a n g e  a  meeting? 

A .  . My r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  t h a t  he was t r y i n g  t o  a r r ange  
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a meeting.  I c a n ' t  a c t u a l l y  say  t h a t  I saw him go i n t o  t h e  
o f f i c e .  I remember him i n  t h e  company of a younger i n d i v i d u a l  
t h a t  was one of  h i s  p i l o t s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

I0: L e t  me b u i l d  t h i s  up j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  f u r t h e r ,  
.assuming t h a t  something might have happened Sunday morning, 
and assuming t h a t  Colonel  HOLLADAY c a l l e d  i n ,  and you might 
have been about  t h e  on ly  one around t h e  headqua r t e r s  about  
t h i s  t ime- -ca l led  i n  and s a i d ,  " I  want t o  t a l k  t o  General  
KOSTER," and you s a i d  something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t :  "Well, 
General  KOSTER i s n ' t  h e r e  r i g h t  now. A s  a m a t t e r  of  f a c t ,  h e ' s  
a l r e a d y  d e p a r t e d  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  b u t  General  YOUNG i s  h e r e .-

and you can t a l k  t o  him i f  you l i k e . "  Do you remember any- ' 
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. J u s t  a  moment. I remember Colonel  HOLLADAY--I 
c a n ' t  remember t h a t  i t  w a s  a Sunday morning. . 1 can ' t remember 
t h a t .  

MR MACCRATE: I n  connect ion wi th  this episode t h a t  ycu 've  rc -
c a l l e d  of  t h e  va r ious  people  £ram Quang Ngai coming t o  t h e  
h e a d q u a r t e r s  and Colonel  PARSON going.  down t o  Quang Ngai, do 
you r e c a l l  a t  o r  about  t h a t  t ime any communications wi th  
Colonel  HENDERSON of t h e  11 th  Brigade i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  m a t t e r ?  

A. A s  I r e c o l l e c t ,  s i r ,  Colonel  HENDERSON, I t h i n k ,  
met a t  t h e  headshed wi th  M r .  MAY, a s  I r e c o l l e c t  t h a t  he  was 
i n  on i t .  But t hen  he  flew up; a s  I r e c o l l e c t  t h a t  he  d i d  
come i n  a t  t h e  same t i m e  M r .  MAY d i d .  I r e c o l l e c t .  

Q.  Did any of  t h e  Vietnamese come t o  headqua r t e r s  
o r  were t h e r e  any meetings w i th  t h e  Vietnamese down i n  Quang 
Ngai? 

A. I. d o n ' t  ,remember any Vietnamese coming i n t o  t h e  
headqua r t e r s .  The on ly  Vietnamese I remember e v e r  be ing  i n  
t h e  headqua r t e r s  were m i l i t a r y  personne l .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  about  t h i s  t ime of  an i n c i -  
d e n t  i n v o l v i n g  s o l d i e r s  i n  a truclc on Highway 1 s h o o t i n g  a  
c i v i l i a n  and an o f f i c e r  g iv ing  chase  and i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  
s o l d i e r s  involved?  Subsequently t h e r e  was c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x c i t e -  
ment, an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  invo lv ing  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s .  
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A .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember any p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  
l i k e  t h a t .  I doubt  t h a t  I would have heard about  it. It was 
probably handled through The Judge Advocate ' s  O f f i c e  I would 
imdgine. They had a 1-iaison between t h e r e  and t h e  headshed,  
and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I would have hea rd  about  it o r  s een  any 
paperwork on it. 

a =  I f  an - i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  were appo in t ed ,  t h a t  
o r d e r  o r  d i r e c t i v e  might come o u t  of headqua r t e r s .  Do you 
eve r  remember s e e i n g  an o r d e r  o r  d i r e c t i v e  appo in t ing  an in -
v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  f o r  any purpose? 

A .  I remember s e e i n g  an o rde r  f o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  

o f f i c e r ,  b u t  t h i s  was a p a x t i c u l a r  r a p e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  I was 

t h i n k i n g  o f .  


Q *  When w a s  t h a t ?  

A. I don s tr e c a l l .  	 \ 

Q =  Did it invo lve  some n:urses? 

A .  It  involved Vietnamese women; I d o n ' t  know 
.whe the r  t hey  were nu r se s  	o r  n o t .  I c a n ' t  remember. I know 
t h a t  t h e r e  was-- 

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was t h e r e  a p r i s o n e r  of  war a l s o  
involved i n  i t ?  

A .  Yes, s ir .  A p r i s o n e r  of war was s h o t  du r ing  t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  r ape  ca se .  


Q. Do you remember an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  p f f i c e r  be ing  

appointed f o r  t h a t ?  


A. Y e s ,  .sir, because I d i d  a  l o t  of  t h e  c o n f i d 6 n t i a l  
t y p i n g  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  r e p o r t ,  and I had a c c e s s  t o  t h e  tes-
t imonies  of t h e  r e p o r t ,  t h e  s t a t emen t s  on i t ,  

Q .  D o  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any o t h e r  inves-  

t i g a t i o n s  of  t h a t  s o r t  be ing  c a r r i e d  on? 


A. I have r eco l l - ec t ion  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  concerning 
t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n ,  because I know it involved Colonel  
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HOLLADAY and n o t  having t h e  o f f i c e r  appoin ted  o r  any th ing .  
But  I remember. an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  
any paperwork appo in t ing  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  o r  team. 

I 0  : What was t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  a v i z t i o n  
b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Unfor tuna t e ly ,  I d o n ' t  remember. I remember t h a t  
t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and t h i s  i s  j u s t  what I p icked  up 
i n  t h e  o f f i c e .  I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  any paperwork on i t ,  
n o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q What t i m e  was t na t ,  about?  

A .  I r e c a i l ,  i t  w a s  about  t h e  t ime o f  General  YOUNG 
t a k i n g  o v e r  a s  a c t i n g  CG.  A s  I r e c a l l  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime ,  
I know Colonel  HOLLADAY w a s , i n  t o  s e e  him q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y  
w h i l e  he  was t h e  CG,  because h e  w a s  using. h i s  own o f f i c e  a t  
t h e  t i m e .  

f Was t h a t  whi le  Zener-a.1 KGSTER w a s  on R&R,  o r  was 
t h a t  i n  t h e  i n t e r i m  p e r i o d  between General  KOSTER and General  
GETTYSP a r r i v a l ?  

A .  As I recall ,  it was wh i l e  General  KOSTER was s t i l l  
t h e r e .  A s  I r e c a l l .  U 

Q It would be  when he was on h i s  R&R then?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  around t h a t  t i m e . .  I remember t h a t  t h e r e  
was some t a l k .  This  i s  j u s t  p r i m a r i l y  what I p icked  up from 
L i e u t e n a n t  WHITE a-round t h e  o f f i c e .  I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  
any paperwork on i t ,  s i r .  

Q .. Could t h i s  bus ines s  of Colonel  PARSON going down 
t o  Quang Ngai and s o  pn ,  cou ld  t h i s  .have been i n  connect ion 
w i t h  t h a t  r a p e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A.  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it was. 

(2 You d o n ' t  t h i n k  so?  Don 'tl t h i n k  i t  was t h a t  l a t e ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. That  r ape  i n c i d e n t  took p l a c e  i n  June ,  and by t h e  
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t i m e  t h e y ' d  g o t  through i n v e s t i g a t i n g  it, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  i t  
w a s  b rought  t o  t r i a l  b e f o r e  sometime i n  l a t e  J u l y  o r  August. 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  remember him making unusca l  t r i p s  
i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  remember. Because I remem-
ber ,  h e  handed me. t h e  paperwork, and it was i n  my s t r i c t e s t  C. 
conf idence ,  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  paperwork, concerning t h e  s t a t e - ,!,A 

rnents on t h e  r ape  case .  As I r e c a l l  he s p e n t  most o f  t h e  U3 
t i m e  around t h e  o f f i c e  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  o t h e r  t han  h e  c a l l e d  CP) 

up and made i n s p e c t i o n  t r i p s .  He d i d  make it a p r a c t i c e  t o  
v i s i t  a few o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s  every week. I d o n ' t  r e -
c a l l  any unusual  amount o f  t r a v e l .  

Q Also ,  n o t  s o  l ong  a f t e r  t h i s  t h e r e  w a s  one h e l i -
c o p t e r  t h a t  went down t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  Highway 1, which Warrant 
O f f i c e r  LLOYD was involved  i n ,  i n  which he  was broken up q u i t e  
bad ly .  Do you recal l .  t h a t  one? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it a s  i n v o l v i n g  Warrant O f f i c e r  
LLOYD. I d o n ' t  recall  t h a t .  We d i d n ' t  have t o o  many h e l i -
c o p t e r  c r a s h e s ,  and u s u a l l y  they  caused q u i t e  a b i t  o f  concern 
when they  d id .  The one I remember most i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  
one invo lv ing  Colonel  BARKER. That  was o f  major p r o p o r t i o n s .  

Q =  There were s e v e r a l  o t h e r s .  Major WATKE a l s o ,  who 
commanded t h e  ae ro - scou t s ,  was involved i n  an a i r p l a n e  a c c i d e n t  

' n o t  t o o  long  a f te r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  which would have been prob-
a b l y  i n  t h e  t ime frame o f  A p r i l ,  e a r l y  May, t h e n  he depa r t ed .  

MR MACCRATE: M r ,  HILL, I ' m  going t o  show you E x h i b i t  M-34, 
and a s k  you i f  a t  o r  about  t h e  t ime t h a t  you saw t h e  prov ince  
a d v i s o r s  i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s  c o n f e r r i n g  w i t h  people  t h e r e ,  
you saw anyth ing  of  t h i s  s o r t  of  l e t t e r .  You see an ~ n g l i s h  
t r a n s l a t i o n  i s  w i t h  i t  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch i e f  o f  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t  t o  t h e  p r o v i n c e , c h i e f  o f  Quang Ngai Province .  Were 
you asked t o  p r e p a r e ,  o r  d i d  you s e e  prepared ,  a d i r e c t i v e  
by t h e  commanding gene ra l  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  t h a t .  

I0: M r .  H ILL ,  d i d  HERRIS e v e r  t a l k  t o  you abou t  pre-
p a r i n g  such a memorandum? 

. A. Y e s ,  s ir .  HERRIS  q u i t e  o f t e n  t a l k e d  w i t h  m e ,  and 
i f  something unusual  came up, why I q u i t e  o f t e n  saw it. I 
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know t h a t  h e  d i d  f i l e  memorandums and d i r e c t i v e s  which he had 
typed  up f o r  General  KOSTER. 

Q Where d i d  h e  f i l e  them? 

A.  H e  had a f i l e  c a b i n e t  behind h i s  desk where he  
f i l e d  them.' H e  t r i e d  t o  keep a l l  t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  and memoran-
dums and t h i s  s o r t  o f  correspondence which came o u t  of General  
KOSTER's o f f i c e  t o  be  typed up. 

Q. Where's HERRIS  now? 

A .  The l a s t  I knew, s i r ,  he was a t t e n d i n g  Bowling 
Green u n i v e r s i t y ,  T h a t ' s  t h e  l a s t  I knew. 

MR. MACCRATE: We've d i scussed  t h i s  w i th  ~ r .HILL. We have 
a l i n e  on him, s i r .  

A. I t h i n k  h e  l i v e d  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  Cleveland,  
i f  t h a t  h e l p s .  

10: - . Fine .  While t h i s  was a l l .  going on ,  d i d  you e v e r  
h e a r  some t a l k  which we've had r e p o r t e d  t o  us t h a t  t h e  pro-
v i n c e  ch i e f  of  Quang Ngai and t h e  o f f i c i a l s  down t h e r e  were 
q u i t e  upse t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - You had hea rd  t h a t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  I know t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  comment t h a t  
was going on between Quang Ngai and t h e  command b u i l d i n g  
was t h a t  somebody i n  a c i v i l i a n  c a p a c i t y  was q u i t e  u p s e t  down 
t h e r e .  So it  was p a r t  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  Colonel  PARSON 
was going down t h e r e  and t h a t  va r ious  people  from t h e r e  were 
coming up t o  s e e  h i m .  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  d e t a i l s ,  and I 
d o n ' t  remember p a r t i c u l a r l y  what it involved .  But I do know 
t h a t  t h e r e  was a t  t h i s  t ime an unusual--why I say  unusua l ,  
I t h i n k  w e  had c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount of communication wi th  Quang 
Ngai, and it was r a t h e r  unusual t h a t  I ' d  p l a c e  two o r  t h r e e  c a l l s  
a day down t h e r e  t o  t h e i r  o f f i c e .  Usually i t  was L ieu tenan t  
Colonel  G U I N N  t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o .  
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Q a. Did you e v e r  t a l k  about  a l e t t e r  o r  s t a t e m e n t  from 
Capta in  RODRIGUEZ? 

A. I 'm s o r r y ,  b u t  Capta in  RODRIGUEZ- - i t  r i n g s  a 
b e l l .  The re ' s  something concerning Capta in  RODRIGUEZ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether it was s t a t emen t  o r  a communication, you 
know, what t y p e  of communication, whether it was persona l - -

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you h e a r  anybody say  something,  
"Well, t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  s ays  t h a t ,  b u t  RODRIGUEZ h a s  checked 
w i t h  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  and h e  d o e s n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  way a t  a l l " ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember h e a r i n g  t h a t .  A s  I s a y ,  
I do remember t h a t  t h e r e  was a c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount o f  concern 
w i t h  t h e  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  o f  t h e  Quang Ngai 
a r e a ,  because it w a s  - a l l  funne led  through o u r  c o n t a c t  down 
a t  Quang Ngai. 

Q. Who was ycu r  c o n t a c t ?  

A. Well,  a s  I s a i d ,  most o f  t h e  t i m e  I would p l a c e  a 
cal l  and t r y  t o  g e t  Colonel  G U I N N .  

Q. And h e  had ano the r  chap working f o r  him t o o ,  Colo-
n e l  G U I N N .  H e  had ano the r  i n d i v i d u a l ,  a l s o  a l i e u t e n a n t  
c o l o n e l ,  by t h e  name of  GREEN. Do you remember him? 

A. N O ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q Looking a t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  ( E x h i b i t  M-27), you 
see, M r .  MAY be ing  h e r e  and G U I N N  be ing  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
There  were two main s u b d i v i s i o n s ,  t h i s  be ing  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  
t h i s  be ing  t h e  c i v i l i a n  s i d e  o f  t h e  house.  So M r .  MAY was 
h e r e .  Colonel  G U I N N  was h e r e .  Colonel G U I N N  was a l s o  running  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  s i d e  o f  a f f a i r s ,  b u t  h i s  a s s i s t a n t  on t h e  m i l i -
t a r y  s i d e  was Colonel  GREEN.  There was a c t u a l l y  ano the r  
m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r  running t h i s  s i d e ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  t h e  c i v i l i a n  
s i d e  hav ing  t o  do wi th  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  development, p a c i f i c a -
t i o n ,  a l l  t h a t  s o r t  of  b u s i n e s s .  

A. I remember most ly  p l a c i n g  c a l l s  t o  Colone l  G U I N N .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember a L ieu t enan t  FROSCH, F-R-0-S-C-H? 
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A. N O ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q H e  was ano the r  a s s i s t a n t  t o  Colonel  G U I N N .  

A. Q u i t e  o f t e n  I would t a l k  wi th  Colonel  GUINN I s  

o f f i c e ,  t r y i n g  t o  t a l k  w i th  Colonel  G U I N N ,  b u t  u s u a l l y  i f  I 
c o u l d n ' t  c o n t a c t  Colonel  G U I N N ,  I ' d  l e a v e  a message f o r  him 
t o  r e t u r n  t h e  c a l l ,  because Colonel  PARSON u s u a l l y  wanted t o  
t a l k  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  him. 

Q . I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you t h i s  s h e e t  of pape r ,  which i s  
p a r t  of  E x h i b i t  R - 1 ,  a s t a t e m e n t  da t ed  1 4  A p r i l  1968, and 
ask you i f  you eve r  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  a s t a t emen t  such as t h a t .  

A. J u s t  t h i s  one page? 

Q Y e s ,  j u s t  t h a t  one page.  Do you e v e r  remember 
s e e i n g  a s t a t e m e n t  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge..  

Q.  L e t  m e  show you' ano the r  copy o f  t h e  statern2nt 
w i t h  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  of  Captain  Angel RODRIGUEZ on it ( E x h i b i t  
M-30) . I t ' s  a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e a d ,  b u t  i f  y o u ' l l  look 
undernea th ,  you s e e  a t r u e  copy of i t  t h a t ' s  a l i t t l e  more 
l e g i b l e .  Y o u ' l l  n o t e  t h a t  i t ' s  t h e  same t e x t  of  s t a t emen t  you 
j u s t  examined b u t  wi th  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  of  Capta in  RODRIGUEZ,  t h e  
a s s i s t a n t  d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r  of  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  Is t h a t  
any th ing  you r e c a l l  having seen  be fo re?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q- I'd l i k e  t o  show you ano the r  document, b u t  b e f o r e  
I do,  do you remember s e e i n g  from time t o  t ime p i e c e s  of VC 
propaganda i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s  b u i l d i n g ?  

A. From time t o  tinle t h e r e  was what I c a l l  propaganda. 

Q. Do you remember any i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h i s  u p s e t  
between Quang Ngai Province  and headqua r t e r s?  

A.  A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e r e  was some mention of i t .  I 
d o n ' t  know by whom, b u t  t h e r e  was some mention of  a G5 prob-
lem. I know Colonel  A N I S T R A N S K I  had some in fo rma t ion .  It 
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w a s  i n  t h e  Quang Ngai a r e a ,  t h e  VC propaganda, b u t  I d o n ' t  
know what it was. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  Cplonel  ANISTRANSKI be ing  a p a r t  o f  
t h e s e  meetings w i t h  M r .  MAY and Colonel GUINN? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  H e  w a s  usu,al ly--as ' I  recall  i t ,  he  w a s  
a lmos t  always c a l l e d  i n .  They came up t o  t h e  connand b u i l d - C'j 

&r 
i n g  t o  s e e  Colonel  ANISTRANSKI. I remember c a l l i n g  him a-
c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t .  

'"4 
8 

Q. DO you have any s p e c i f i c  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  t h e  propa-
ganda t h a t  was r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h i s  connect ion? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t .  

Q- I ' l l  show you a two-page document from E x h i b i t  
R-1. I j u s t  ask  you t o  look a t  t h o s e  two pages and ask you i f  
you e v e r  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

A .  No, sir.  I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  t h i s .  

Q. Did you look a t  t h e  second page? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I d i d .  

Q Nothing wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h a t .  r i n g s  a b e l l  o f  
f a m i l i a r i t y ?  

(I0 l eaves  t h e  h e a r i n g  room a t  t h i s  t ime . )  

A .  No, s ir .  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you ano the r  p i e c e  of  VC propa-
ganda and ask i f  you e v e r  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  something comparab.le 
t o  t h i s ,  E x h i b i t  M-35. 

A .  One page? 

Q. No, t h i s  goes on f o r  s e v e r a l  pages .  I d o n ' t  know, 
as you go on ,  a s  it g e t s  i n t o  a g r e a t  d e a l  of  d e t a i l ,  t h a t  it 
would n e c e s s a r i l y  b r i n g  any r e c o l l e c t i o n  t o  you,  b u t  i f  you 
go o v e r  t o  t h e  l a s t  page,  you w i l l  s e e  some d a t e s  and r e f e r -
ence  t o  p l a c e s  t h a t  might ,  i f  you have seen  t h e  document b e f o r e ,  
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s t r i k e  a r e spons ive  chord.  

A. N o ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  recognize  t h i s .  

Q. Do you know.where t h e  3d Brigade,  82d Ai rborne ,  
was i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1968? 

Pardon me'. 

Q. The 3d Br igade ,  82d Airborne,  t h a t  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  
on t h e  f i r s t  page of  M - 3 5 ,  a t  t h e  end of t h e  f i r s t  paragraph? 

A. What was t h e  q u e s t i o n  on t h a t ,  s i r ?  

Q. Do you know where t h e  3d Brigade,  82d Airborne,  w a s  
a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A .  W e l l ,  a s  f a r  a s  I know, t h e r e  was no 3d Brigade,  
82d Airborne.  

Q o  You d o n ' t  remember--

COL ARMSTRONG: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  U.  S . Army d i v i s i o n ,  82d Airborne 
Div is ion?  

A. 82d Airborne Div i s ion?  

Q. Y e s ,  3d Brigade.  

A. A s  f a r  a s  I know, I d o n ' t  know where t hey  were. 

MR MACCRATE: Well ,  t h i s  i s  something t h a t  you were no t  aware 
o f .  You d o n ' t  remember any d i s c u s s i o n  of t h i s  document i n  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  l i s t i n g  h e r e  of  t h e  3d Brigade,  82d Airborne? 

A. NO,  sir.. 

Q Another w i tnes s ,  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  reason  he  r e -
membered t h e  document i s  because of t h a t  r e f e r e n c e ,  and I 
j u s t  wondered i f  it was anyth ing  t h a t  had been r a i s e d  i n  
your p re sence  o r  which you were aware o f .  Now, i f  you 'd  go 
back t o  E x h i b i t  R-1 ,  I ' m  going t o  ask  you t o  look a t  t h e  f i r s t  
two pages of t h e  e x h i b i t  and ask you i f  you eve r  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  
t h a t  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  addressed  t o  t h e  Commanding 
General ,  America1 Div is ion?  

J u s t  one page? 
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Q. No, t h e r e  a r e  two pages t o  i t ,  and I ' d  l i k e  you 
t o  r e a d  bo th  pages and see i f  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
hav ing  seen t h i s  r e p o r t  be fo re?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  r e p o r t .  
c.1 

Q You d o n ' t  remember t h i s  r e p o r t ?  Do you e v e r  r e - &:A> 
member h e a r i n g  t h a t  such a r e p o r t  had been r e c e i v e d  a t  head- w 
q u a r t e r s ?  13 

A. I remember, a s  I r e c o l l e c t ,  it was Cap ta in  MEDINA. 
I r e c o l l e c t  him t a l k i n g  wi th  Colonel  PARSON. I remember t h a t  
I had q u i t e  a t ime c o n t a c t i n g  him. I do remember him. I 
d o n ' t  know t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  I d o n ' t  remember hav ing  
seen  t h i s  r e p o r t .  

Q Are you t h i n k i n g  of Colonel  PARSON speak ing  wi th  
Cap ta in  MEDINA p r i o r  t o  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  he came t o  t h e  G 3  a t  t h e  
d i v i s i o n ?  H e  became, a s  you w i l l  r e c a l l ,  a n i g h t  du ty  o f f i c e r  
a t  t h e  TOC and was a b r i e f i n g  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  
d u r i n g  t h e  summer of  1968. P r i o r  t o  h i s  coming t o  t h e  d i v i -
s i o n ,  h e  may very w e l l  have been in t e rv i ewed  by t h e  c h i e f  of  
s t a f f .  

A.  That may very  w e l l  have been t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  s i r .  
I do remember Capta in  MEDINA. But I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  
t h i s  r e p o r t .  

Q. You w i l l  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  Son 
Tinh D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ,  and h i s  e v a l u a t i o n  of t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s ,  
and t o  Colonel  TOAN, and t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  message was given 
t o  Colonel  TOAN's  headqua r t e r s  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON. Does 
t h i s  i n  any way relate t o  anyth ing  t h a t  you h e a r d  a t  t h a t  
t ime about  in format ion  t h a t  was c i r c u l a t i n g  i n  the headquar-
ters o f  t h e  America1 Diviqion? Did you see any p a p e r s  a t  
t h a t  t ime t h a t  would seem t o  r e l a t e  t o  t h e s e  a l l e g a t i o n s ?  

A .  Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  s i r .  I ' m  s o r r y .  

Q Do you e v e r  remember S p e c i a l i s t  HERRIS t e l l i n g  
you about  an envelope a r r i v i n g  f o r  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  from 
t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade--for t h e  pe r sona l  a t t e n t i o n  of  t h e  coimand-
i n g  general--and t h e r e a f t e r  h i s  s ay ing  t h a t  t h e r e  had been a 
r e p o r t  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  he  was asked t o  do something wi th .  
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A. I vaguely remember around t h i s  t ime S p e c i a l i s t  
HERRIS u p s e t  about  hav ing  t o  t ype  something concdrning t h e s e  
documents h e  had rece ived .  I j u s t  va::ucly r e c a l l  t h a t  h e  
w a s  u p s e t ,  because h e  was g e t t i n g  ready t o  go. I b e l i e v e  
he had e i t h e r  j u s t  r e t u r n e d  o r  was g e t t i n g  ready t o  go on 
R&R. There w a s  some p a r t i c u l a r  reason--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What upse t  him about  i t ?  Was i t  
t h e  awful volume o r  j u s t  something d i f f i c u l t  t o  do? 

A. W e l l ,  it w a s n ' t  an awful volume, b u t  I know 
t h e r e  was something t h a t  he  had r e c e i v e d ,  and h e  was grum-
b l i n g  t h a t  it w a s n ' t  h i s  typ ing .  He'd had t o  do it s e v e r a l  
t i m e s  t o  g e t  it r i g h t ,  because he  d i d n ' t  have h i s  mind 
on it. I t  would've had t o  be about t h i s  t ime .  A s  it ran  
i n  my mind, it was about  a  d i r e c t i v e  h e  w a s  t y p i n g ,  b u t  
concern ing  what ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  I d o n ' t  know. I know t h a t  
h e  g o t  s o  u p s e t  t h a t  h e  was asked t o  do t h e  t yp ing  on t h i s .  
I t  w a s  something t h a t  was of  a  c o n f i d e n t i a l  n a t u r e .  But I 
d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember him r e c e i v i n g  any th ing  t h a t  
w a s  f o r  General  KOSTER's pe r sona l  a t t e n t i o n .  I d o n ' t  
remember any s p e c i f i c  t h i n g s .  

Q- Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of s e e i n g  a r e p o r t
such a s  t h i s  on Colonel  PARSON'S desk . t ha t  he  had b e e n .  
g iven  by General  KOSTER? . 

A. I remember a t  t imes  t h a t  General  KOSTER would walk 
i n t o  Colonel  PARSON'S o f f i c e  and hand him in fo rma t ion  t h a t  
would come back o u t  through my desk.  But I d o n ' t  remember 
any th ing  on t h i s  r e p o r t .  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a f i l e  t h a t  was 
main ta ined  e i t h e r  by y o u r s e l f ,  Colonel  PARSON, by HERRIS, o r  
t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  i n  which r e p o r t s  o f  t h i s  k ind  would 
be  f i l e d ?  Where would you expec t  something o f  t h i s  s o r t  t o  
b e  f i l e d  i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s?  

A. O f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  n a t u r e ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. I t  would b e  f i l e d  i n  t h e  o u t e r  f i l e .  We had a 
drawer f o r  correspondence,  incoming t o  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l .  
But c o n f i d e n t i a l  m a t e r i a l ,  o f  cou r se ,  would be  f i l e d  i n  t h a t .  

Q I d i d n ' t  unders tand your answer. Would you run 
through t h a t  aga in  f o r  me? 
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A. I f  it was a c o n f i d e n t i a l  m a t e r i a l ,  i t  w o u l d n ' t  
have been f i l e d  i n  HERRIS' f i l e  because it w a s n ' t  a s e c u r i t y  
f i l e .  And it wouldn ' t  have been f i l e d  i n  t h e  one r i g h t  ,by 
Se rgean t  R I T C H I E t s  desk.  I t  would have been f i l e d  i n  t h e  
a p p r o p r i a t e  s e c u r i t y  f i l e  we had back t h e r e .  

Q And where would it go i n  t h e  s e c u r i t y . f i l e ?  
. ,

A. I would imagine it would probably be  f i l e d  under 
"Reports  of  I n v e s t i g a t i o n , "  because t h e r e  a r e  numerous r e p o r t s  
o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  I t  i s n ' t  any th ing  unique.  I t  would go C-'v 
t o  f i l e  by s u b j e c t .  But it wouldn ' t  have been f i l e d  i n  e i t h e r  4 - b  

one o f  t h e  o u t e r  f i l e s .  N.! 
J t  

Q. Was t h e r e  a drawer i n  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  c h i e f  o f  
s t a f f ' s  s a f e  o r  t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f ' s  s a f e  i n  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  
c h i e f  o f  s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e  t h a t  was r e se rved  f o r  pape r s  o f  
t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

& - Did Colonel  PARSON a l s o  have such a drawer i n  t h e  
s a f e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  he  had a drawer o r  p a r t  of  a 
drawer ,  b u t  t h e r e  was--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You went t o  a drawer from t i m e  t o  
t ime? 

A. A l l  c o n f i d e n t i a l  and s e c r e t  documents t h a t  we 
f i l e d ,  I d i d n ' t  f i l e  p e r s o n a l l y .  Se rgean t  R I T C H I E  was 
a c t u a l l y  i n  charge  o f  it, o r  Major BEASLEY. I would g ive  
it t o  them and they  would f i l e  it. I d i d n ' t  have t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  t o  a c t u a l l y  go i n  and work wi th  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  
m a t e r i a l .  

Q. But i f  you had something such as t h a t  r e p o r t  of  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  Colonel  PARSON asked you t o  f i l e ,  you would 
t h e n  have taken  i t  t o  Sergeant  RITCHIE f o r  f i l i n g ?  

A. Sergeant  R I T C H I E ,  and i f  he  w a s n ' t  t h e r e  I would 
have given it t o  Major BEASLEY t o  p u t  i n  t h e  s e c u r i t y  s a f e  w e  
had t h e r e .  

Q. Were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  Colonel  PARSON'S f i l e s ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

a.  A n d ' a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  he  l e f t  t h e  A m e r i c a 1  D i v i s i o n ,  
d id  you h e l p  i n  c l e a n i n g  up h i s  pape r s ,  and s o r t i n g  them o u t ,  
and paclcaging them,, and sending  on tl>c! way, such a s  he w a s  
t a k i n g  w i t h  him? 

'A. N o ; s i r .  I d i d n ' t ,  because he  l e f t  approximately  
t h e  same t i m e  I d i d ,  o r  t h a t  i s ,  I had my rep lacement ,  which 
w a s  h i s  s e c r e t a r y ,  and he  had a l r e a d y - r e p l a c e d  m e .  I moved 
over  t o  work w i t h  B r i g a d i e r  General  YOUNG and a t  t h a t  t i m e  
B r i g a d i e r  General  GALLOWAY. 

Q. W e l l ,  you remained u n t i l  September and Colonel  
PARSON l e f t  i n  June ,  d i d  he n o t ?  

. A. 
w a s  

N o ,  s ir .  IIe d i d n ' t  l e a v e  i n  June .  
Colonel  TREADWELL t h a t  r e p l a c e d  him. 

I t h i n k  it 

COL ARMSTRONG : TIXIER? 

A. 
n e r .  

TIXIER. I remember he  was a Medal of  Honor win-

MR MACCRATE: Well,  no,  t h a t  was Colonel  TREADWELL. But t h e  
schedule--I  had him l e a v i n g  a l i t t l e  e a r l y ,  and you had him 
l e a v i n g  a l i t t l e  l a t e .  I t  would appear  t h a t  Colonel  PARSON 
l e f t  on t h e  23d of August,  and Colonel  T I X I E R  s e rved  from 
t h a t  t ime a s  a c t i n g  c h i e f  of  s t a f f  u n t i l  3 October ,  and then  
Colonel  TREADWELL took  over  from Colonel  TIXIER. I g a t h e r  
t h a t  t h a t  would be  j u s t  about  t h e  t ime you were l eav ing?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  See,  t h e r e  w a s  t h i s  t i m e  l a p s e  i n  t h e r e  
t h a t  I had changed p o s i t i o n s  t o  where I was working f o r  
B r i g a d i e r  General  COOKSEY a t  t h a t  t ime.  

Q .- Who took General  YOUNG'S  . p l a c e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  and B r i g a d i e r  General  GALLOWAY, who had 
been promoted, was s t i l l  t h e r e .  We had one c l e r k  who worked 
w i t h  two A D C ' s .  One worked f o r  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f .  One 
worked f o r  t h e  CG. I had a replacement  t h a t  I broke i n  and 
who took over  j u s t  about  t h e  t ime Colonei  PARSON was l e a v i n g  
and worked through t h e  a c t i n g  c h i e f  of  s t a f f  who was Colonel  
T I X I E R  and on then  t o . C o l o n e 1  TREADWELL. I d i d n ' t  s e e  him, 
because I l e f t  about t h a t  t i m e .  But I went on a second R & R  
j u s t  about  t h e  t ime Colonel  PARSON l e f t .  A s  a m a t t e r  of  f a c t ,  
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I t h i n k  it was t h e  same day. But I d i d n ' t  h e l p  him packaging 
up any of h i s  f i l e s .  

0- , O r  c l ean  o u t  h i s  desk o r  anything? 

A. N o ,  sir.  To my knowledge t h e  on ly  f i l e  t h a t  h e  
k e p t  i n  h i s  desk ,  t o  my knowledge, was t h a t  o f  an OER f i l e .  
I had t h e  master , s h e e t  of  O E R ' s ,  and I had made him a -f i l e  
s o  h e  could keep t r a c k  o f  h i s  O E R ' s  a s  ' they w e r e  due i n  
and du'e o u t .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  h e l p i n g  p u t  t o -  
g e t h e r  and package t h e  papers  o f  Major BEASLEY when h e  l e f t  
on o r  about 1 June? 

A. No, sir.  I don'  t remember my h e l p i n g  him package 
anyth ing  up t h a t  h e  took o u t  o f  t h e  o f f i c e .  

Q. Y o u ' l l  r e c a l l  t h a t  he  went t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  and 
was o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  and was coming i n  and o u t .  H e  l e f t  a 
l o t  o f  papers  behind t h a t  had t o  be  ga the red  up and d e l i v e r e d  
f o r  him. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h a t  ep i sode?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I have a r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  h e  d i d  . 
p e r i o d i c a l l y  come back i n  and r e t r i e v e  what p e r s o n a l  s t u f f  
h e  had l e f t .  He q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y  asked me t o  g i v e  him back 
t h e  lamp h e  had given m e  and pe r sona l  i t ems  l i k e  t h i s ,  b u t  
I d o n ' t  remember him t a k i n g  any paperwork o r  my g a t h e r i n g  ' 

any paperwork f o r  him t o  t a k e .  

Q. Did you by any chance h e l p . S p e c i a l i s t  H E R R I S  
a t  t h e  t i m e  General  KOSTER l e f t  i n  June? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  That  w a s  more t han  a one-man job.  
W e  a l l  he lped  on t h a t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  what was done wi th  t h e  pape r s  a t  
t h a t  t ime? 

A. Yes, sir.  We t r i e d  t o  assemble t h e  correspondence 
t h a t  HERRIS had i n  h i s  f i l e  i n  such a manner t h a t  t hey  would 
b e  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  General  GETTYS when he came i n .  That  i s ,  
HERRIS  k e p t  a p r e t t y  good f i l e  sys tem,  s o  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  much 
o f  a problem, b u t  w e  t r i e d  t o  revamp it t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  
General  GETTYS, i f  he  needed t o ,  could look a t  p rev ious  
correspondence t h a t  had gone o u t  of  t h e r e .  I f  h e  wanted 
a r e f e r e n c e ,  w e  cou ld  g e t  i t  f o r  him wi thou t  any t r o u b l e .  
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Q. Do you remember a f i l e  i n  t h e r e  r e l a t i n g  t o  Quang 
Ngai Province? Was i t  t h e  k ind  o f  f i l e  sys tem t h a t  it was 

. d iv ided  by a r e a s ,  o r  by perhaps  something from t h e  Quang Ngai 
adv i so ry  team, o r  something o f  t h a t  n a t u r e ?  

A. To my knowledge, i t  wasn t ar ranged  by a r e a s ,  no,  
sir.  Most o f  it was a r ranged  by memorandums and d i r e c t i v e s  
o f  t h i s  n a t u r e .  So i t  very w e l l  could have been t h a t  i f  a , 

memorandum had gone o u t  it.would be  under memorandums and 
i f  a d i r e c t i v e  had gone o u t  it would b e  under d i r e c t i v e s .  

Q . What was t h e  system f o r  ma in t a in ing  r eco rds  s o  
f a r  a s  d i r e c t i v e s  of t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f  o r  o f  t h e  commanding 
g e n e r a l  was concerned? 

A. Up u n t i l  t h e  p o i n t  of  Sergeant  R I T C H I E 1 s  d e p a r t u r e ,  
it w a s n ' t  a very good system. And a s  Se rgean t  SAIMONS came 
i n  and Se rgean t  LOFTIS, t hey  bo th  a r r i v e d  n o t  t o o  f a r  a p a r t ,  
w e  d i d  revamp t h e  f i l e  system. That  i s ,  w e  took o u t  every  
p i e c e  o f  paper  and p u t  it back i n  i t s  p rope r  p l a c e  accord ing  
t o  t h e  AR w e  had. 

Q. When d i d  t h i s  f i l e  revamping b e g i n ,  as you r e c a l l ?  

A. I t  began a b o k  t h e  t ime Se rgean t  LOFTIS g o t  t h e r e ,  
because h e  r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  have a job when h e  g o t  t h e r e  a s  we 
had pe r sonne l  changes i n  t h e  o f f i c e .  For  example, h e  worked 
as t h e  CG'  s s t e n o  f o r  awhi le  and then  w a s  r e p l a c e d  by VAN ABLE. 
Then h e  was moved back t o  work f o r  t h e  A D C ' s  and s o  f o r t h .  
But Se rgean t  LOFTIS was i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  revamping t h e  f i l e s .  
I would say  a t  t h e  izime p e r i o d  t h a t  t h i s  was s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h i s  
a r r i v a l ,  which I b e l i e v e  was some t ime i n  June .  I b e l i e v e  
it w a s  because  HERRIS was about ready t o  d e p a r t .  

Q W e  have t a l k e d  bo th  wi th  Se rgean t  SAIMONS and Ser-
gean t  LOFTIS, s o  t h a t  w e  do have a b i t  of a p i c t u r e ,  and we . 
a l s o  caught  t h e  f l a v o r  from them t h a t  t h e  f i l e s  around head-
q u a r t e r s  were less than  s a t i s f a c t o r y  i n  t h e  t ime frame w i t h  
which w e  a r e  p a r t i a l l y  concerned a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Q u i t e  f r a n k l y ,  t hey  w e r e  m i se rab le .  
They had--and I say  t h i s ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  I r e p l a c e d  was a 
Marine, s t i l l  l e f t  from Task Force  Oregon Marine Augmentation. 
I r e p l a c e d  him, and he had a b s o l u t e l y  no f i l e  sys tem f o r  t h e  
c h i e f  o f  s t a f f ' s  correspondence.  I t  was a few pape r s  i n  h i s  
f i l e  and a few i n  t h e  f r o n t .  So t h e r e  was a very poor f i l i n g  
system. We t r i e d  t o  revamp it t o  t h e  p o i n t  where w e  cou ld  
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keep it a l l  i n  one c a b i n e t .  T h a t ' s  why I ' d  s ay  t h a t  person- 
a l l y  what I f i l e d  f o r  t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  .was u s u a l l y  d i r e c -
t i v e s  t h a t  h e  p u t  o u t ,  and r e p o r t s  o f  i n s p e c t i o n s ,  and t h i n g s  
.of t h i s  n a t u r e .  

Q* What k i n d  of s c r e e n i n g  went on a t  t h e  t ime of t h i s  
file revamping i n  t h e  sumqer. o f  1968 b e f o r e  documents were 
d isposed  o f ?  What w a s  t h e  system o f  review a s  you observed 

, i t ?  

A. ' ' W e l l ,  w e  j u s t  had t o  l i t e r a l l y  t a k e  e v e r y t h i n g  o u t  
o f  t h e  f i l e s  and r e l a b e l  them, as I s a y ,  acco rd ing  t o  t h e  AR 
t h a t  covered f i l i n g .  I c a n ' t  remember t h e  number on it ,  b u t  
t h e  f i l i n g  AR. Then w e  took a l l  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  we had and 
t r i e d  t o  f i l e  it acco rd ing ly .  We p u t  t h e  l a b e l i n g  on t h e  
s i d e  a s  t o  where it could  come under t h i s .  When I f i r s t  g o t  
t h e r e ,  one of  my f i r s t  jobs was t o  t a k e  t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  
a l l  t h i s  garbage correspondence and t r y  t o  s o r t  it o u t  i n t o  
some s o r t  of  f i l i n g  system. But i t  proved t o  b e  r a t h e r  i n -  
f e a s i b l e ,  s o  Sergeant  R I T C H I E  took t h e  f i l e s  I had and p l aced  
them i n  t h e  f i l e  c a b i n e t  back by h i s  desk.  But t h e r e  w a s n ' t  
an adequa te  f i l i n g  system. 

Q - Do yoil know o f  t h e  p r a c t i c e  fo l lowed w i t h  r e s p e c t  
t o  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  d0cumen.t~a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. What w a s  t h a t ?  

A .  sYou l r e  t a l k i n g  about  u n c l a s ' s i f i e d  documents? 

&. Y e s ,  o r  something less than  s e c r e t  documents, 
s i n c e  t h e r e  would be  no l o g  o f  c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents, I 
unders tand.  Although q u i t e  f r a n k l y ,  w e  ' v e  r e c e n t l y  been t o  
Chu L a i ,  and we have been 'unable t o  f i n d  even t h e  l o g s  f o r  
t h a t  pe r iod .  I t  i s  q u i t e  shocking t o  go back t o  t h i s  p e r i o d  
i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 9 6 8  and  s e e  what i s  n o t  i n  Chu L a i .  

A .  T h a t ' s  because of  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  documents. 
S p e c i a l i s t  HERRIS, and myse l f ,  and I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  VAN ABLE was 
i n  on i t - -he  may have been sometime. I know HERRIS and myself 
would burn c l a s s i f i e d  documents. He was a u t h o r i z e d  t o  d i s p o s e  
of  them. We had an i n c i n e r a t o r  o u t  back.  You may very w e l l  
have seen  t h a t .  Th i s  i s  how w e  d i sposed  of t h e  documents. 
They were a l l  burned. 

Q. Who examined them b e f o r e  d e s t r u c t i o n ?  
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A. You're  t a l k i n g  about  when we revamped? 

Q. Yes. 


A.  I would say  t h a t  Se rgean t  LOFTIS and probably 
Major POWELL would b e  t h e  two. I d o n ' t  remember examining 
any myself .  I remember t y p i n g  up new' f o l d e r s  and t r y i n g  
t o  a r r ange  t h i s ,  bu t .  I don ' t remember .examining any - t h a t  
would be  d i sposed  o f .  

Q. Do you know i f  S p e c i a l i s t  HERRIS o r  S p e c i a l i s t  
VAN ABLE were involved  i n  checking t h e  documents o u t  o r  were 
you j u s t  t h e  burn ing  p a r t  of i t ?  

A. To my knowledge, t hey  w e r s n s t  involved  i n  checking 
them o u t .  I t  w a s  j u s t  o u r  du ty  t o  go o u t  back and d i s p o s e  
o f  them. 

COL ARMSTRONG: RITCHIE would j u s t  s ay  t o  you, "Take t h a t  burn 
bag o u t  and burn i t " ?  Is t h a t  about t h e  way you say  you g o t  
involved?  

A. Y e s .  

MR MACCilATE: You say  R I T C H I E ;  t h i s  took p l a c e  a f t e r  R I T C H I E q s  
d e p a r t u r e ,  t h e  burning? 

A. Up u n t i l  t h a t  t ime ,  y e s ,  Se rgean t  R I T C H I E  would--
e i t h e r  h e  would burn it.--of c o u r s e ,  w e  had t o  have t h e  two 
people  o u t  t h e r e .  Usually h e  would burn it. 

COL ARMSTRONG: A l l  r i g h t .  Then a f t e r  him SAIMONS , w a s n ' t  
i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  and S p e c i a l i s t  HERRIS .. W e  had an o r d e r  
c u t  on who could-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Right. T h i s  was t h e  way it was done, 
from your  viewpoint?  Somebody s a i d ,  "Here ' s  t h e  burn bag;  
t a k e  it o u t  and burn i t , "  o r ,  "Here ' s  a s t a c k  o f  documents; 
t a k e  them o u t  and burn them." You s a i d ,  "We're going o u t  and 
burn them." 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t o  my knowledge, t h a t ' s  my v iewpoin t ,  
t h e  way 1 s a w  it. I d o n ' t  know who reviewed it. I know t h a t  
it probably went through Major POWELL o r  Major BEASLEY, 
depending on what t i m e  it w a s .  I ' m  s u r e  it d id .  
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MR MACCRATE: W e  have a l r e a d y  had an exp lana t ion .  There w a s  

an e r r o r  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t y p i n g  of  t h e  t r u e  copy. 


COL ARMSTRONG: I s e e .  

MR WCCRATE: E x h i b i t  R-1 i s  a t r u e  copy, and E x h i b i t  R-5 

i s  t he  f i l e  carbon copy of t h e  r e p o r t  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  taken  

from t h e  l l t h  Brigade.  


A. W e l l ,  t h e r e ' s  a d i s d r e p a n c y  between t h e  two. 

Q. There a r e  s e v e r a l  r e s p e c t s  i n  which p r e p a r i n g  t h e  

t r u e  copy t h e  l l t h  Brigade w a s  n o t  a c c u r a t e  t o  what was i n  

t h e i r  f i l e .  


' A .  A l l  r i g h t .  I d i d n ' t  unders tand.  I though t  you 
meant t h e r e  w a s  n o t  a  heading.  

Q. Forge t  t h a t .  We have po in t ed  o u t  t h e s e  d e f i -  
c i e n c i e s  t o  t h o s e  who p repa red  t h e  t r u e  copy. Well ,  we 

a p p r e c i a t e ,  M r .  HILL,  your  coming a l l  t h e  way from Denver t o  

fill us i n  on some of  t h e  t h i n g s  you hea rd  and saw back i n  

t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1968. I f ,  a s  a r e s u l t  of  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  
we've d i r e c t e d  t o  you today and some of  t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  
we've shown t o  you, any o thex  t h i n g s  come back t o  mind and you 
beg in  t o  focus  upon some more of  t h e  d e t a i l s  r e l a t i n g  t o  
t h e s e  r e p o r t s ,  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  and t h e  review o f  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t h a t  preceded a t  t h a t  t ime ,  we would a p p r e c i a t e  
your  g e t t i n g  i n  touch w i t h  us and l e t t i n g  us know about  it. 
Now do you have any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  p u t  t o  
us a t  t h i s  t i m e  o r  any s t a t e m e n t  l i k e  t o  make f L r  t h e  
r eco rd?  

A.  NO, sir.  

Q- M i l i t a r y  w i t n e s s e s  who appear  b e f o r e  o u r  i n q u i r y  

are d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  speak about  t h e i r  t es t imony.  W e  r e q u e s t  

c i v i l i a n  w i t n e s s e s  t o  r e s p e c t  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  ,of t h i s  

i n q u i r y  a s  we a r e  a t t empt ing  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  f a c t s  sur rounding  
t h e  rev iews ,  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of  w h a t ' s  
d e s c r i b e d  a s  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  And i n  t h i s  way t o  pe rmi t  
us t o ,  i n s o f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  t o  g e t  p e o p l e ' s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  un-
a f f e c t e d  by c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  we would ask  you t o  keep i n  con- 
f i d e n c e  what we have reviewed wi th  you today and n o t  t o  
t a l k  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  who have been o r  may 
come b e f o r e  o u r  i n q u i r y .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you w i l l  b e  
asked t o  t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  some o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  body, e i t h e r  an 
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a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  committee. I n  t h a t  
e v e n t ,  of cou r se ,  o u r  r e q u e s t  would not extend  t h a t  you i n  
any way wi thhold  from them any th ing  t h a t  you may krow about  
t h e s e  c i rcumstances .  W e ' l l  recess a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1 5 2 0  hour s ,  6 February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HOLTOM, S t a n l e y  E .  LTC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 24 Janua ry  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: D i v i s i o n  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  
Opera t ions  O f f i c e r ,  Americal D i v i s i o n .  

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s ,  a s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  
o f f i c e r ,  w a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  G5 s t a f f  s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  Americal  
D i v i s i o n ,  working f o r  Colonel  ANISTRANSKI (pg .  2 ) .  H e  had 
a r r i v e d  in .count ry  on 5  J a n u a r y ,  was a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  job 
on 7 J a n u a r y  and remained i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y  f o r  t h e  rest 
o f  h i s  t o u r  which ended i n  September (pg.  2 ) .  H e  was 
r e s p o n s i b l e  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  t h e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  a l l  t h e  
propaganda e f f o r t  which was s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  ground t r o o p s  
o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  (pg .  3 ) .  H e  had a secondary  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
o f  c o o r d i n a t i n g  w i t h  l o c a l  Vietnamese a u t h o r i t i e s  o p e r a t i o n s  
i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  Vietnamese (pg .  3)  . I n  t h i s  " c i v i l i a n  
m i s s i o n "  h e  would work th rough  t h e  p r o v i n c e  a d v i s o r y  
groups  i n  Quang Ngai and Son Tinh f o r  t h e y  had t h e  c o n t r o l  
o f  t h e  armed propaganda team, and t h e  movie vans  (pgs .  3 ,  4 ) .  
Colonel  DUNBAR w a s  h i s  l i a i s o n  a t  I11 MAF PSYWAR (pg.  4 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  r a n  t h e  PSYOP G5, and ANISTRANSKI r a n  c iv i l .  
a f f a i r s  (pg. 11). H e  o p e r a t e d  i n  a  comple t e ly  d i f f e r e n t  . 
b u i l d i n g  from t h e  G5 shop (pg .  11). H e  t e l t  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d  h e  was " l e f t  o u t  i n  t h e  c o l d "  i n  t h a t  h e  w a s  n o t  f u l l y  
informed o f  t h e  G5 o p e r a t i o n s  (pgs. 1 3 ,  1 4 )  . I t  was l a t e r  i n  
t h e  y e a r  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c y  changed and t h a t  h i s  o f f i c e  w a s  
b r o u g h t  i n  t o , r ece ive  b r i e f i n g s  on for thcoming o p e r a t i o n s  
(pg .  1 4 ) .  

2 .  DIVISION POLICY ON THE NOTIFICATION TO THE CIVILIAN 
POPULATION OF A VILLAGE. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  e x i s t e d  a p o l i c y  o f  
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n o t i f y i n g  v i a  l e a f l e t s  o r  loudspeakers  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  
of  a v i l l a g e  which was goi.ng t o  be a i r  a s s a u l t e d  (pg.  6 ) .  
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  a few occas ions  when f o r  s e c u r i t y  
reasons  t h e  v i l l a g e  would n o t  be n o t i f i e d  i n  advance b u t  
g e n e r a l l y  t h e  a r e a  would be  s a t u r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  in fo rmat ion  C .  
(pgs .  6 ,  7 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  whether  t h e r e  .,-, 

was any PSYOP of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  My Lai  a r e a  (pg.  7 ) .  cx 
OUi 


3 .  NOTIFICATION OF THE C I V I L I A N  POPULATION ALONG THE COAST. 

The people  t h a t  l i v e d  i n  t h e  c o a s t a l  s t r i p  had been 
r e p e a t e d l y  warned through l e a f l e t  and a e r i a l  b r o a d c a s t  
propaganda t o  move o u t  (pg. 4 1 . This  was done through 
a s e r i e s  of  b r o a d c a s t s  and l e a f l e t s  t e l l i n g  t h e  peop le  
t h a t  i f  t h e y  remained they  would be  cons ide red  VC o r  
VC sympathizers  and t h a t  conduct  o f  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s  
might w e l l  cause  harm t o  them (pg. 5 )  . There was s p e c i f i c  
propaganda d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n  (pg.  5 ) .  

4 .  HIS KNOWLEDGE OF THE OPERATION. 

The w i t n e s s  a t t e n d e d  every  evening b r i e f i n g  b u t  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  body count  - weapons cap tu red  
r a t i o  (pg.  8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  h e a r  any d i s c u s s i o n  a t  t h e  
b r i e f i n g  about  it (pg.  8 )  . He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
ANISTRANSKI mentioning t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  a l though  it w a s  normal 
f o r  them t o  r e c e i v e  a b r i e f i n g  when ANISTRANSKI r e t u r n e d  
from t h e  G e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  each morning (pg.  9 )  . The w i t n e s s  
had no knowledge o f  any members o f  t h e  body count  b e i n g  
c i v i l i a n s ,  n o r  d i d  he h e a r  any comments r e g a r d i n g  p i l o t s  
s e e i n g  bod ies  o r  s e e i n g  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between a i r  and 
ground e lements  (pg .  10)  . 
5.  HIS KNOWLEDGE OF ENEMY PROPAGANDA. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  enemy propaganda would normally 
be p icked up and k e p t  a t  t h e  u n i t  l eve l .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
towards t h e  end of  t h e  t o u r , . , t h e r e  w a s  a better exchange of -
m a t e r i a l  t h a n  t h e r e  was i n  t h e  beginning (pg. l o ) . .  The w i t -
n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  E x h i b i t  M - 3 5 ,  a n o t i c e  from t h e  
Quang Ng.ai 'Nati.ona1 L i b e r a t i o n  F r o n t  Committee, d a t e d  2 8  
arch 1968  (pgs.  10 ,  11). 

6. HIS KNOWLEDGE OF ANY INVESTIGATIONS. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  know t h a t  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n  was 
conduct ing  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  
on 16 March (pg.  1 2 ) .  H e  hea rd  no rumors o r  s t a t e m e n t s  which 
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caused  him t o  b e  s u s p i c i o u s  t h a t  someth ing  had t a k e n  p l a c e  
(pg .  1 2 )  . 
7 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  had compiled i n  t h e  
America1 D i v i s i o n  l i b r a r y  a l l  propaganda which t h e y  
produced and t h a t  c o p i e s  o f  e v e r y  l e a f l e t  s h o u l d  b e  con-
t a i n e d  t h e r e  (pg .  6 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  had some l e a f l e t s  
i n  Europe which h e  would s e n d  t o  t h e  committee (pg .  5 ) .  

b .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  knew C a p t a i n  KESHEL 
and f e l t  t h a t  KESHEL d i d  n o t  g e t  a l o n g  w i t h  ANISTRANSKI 
(pg .  1 3 ) .  KESHEL c o n t r o l l e d  a l l  o f  t h e  PSYOP o p e r a t i o n s  
i n  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade  and L i e u t e n a n t  WADSWORTH who was 
KESHEL1s a s s i s t a n t ,  w a s  p i m a r i l y  o r i e n t e d  t o  t h e  c i v i l  
a f f a i r s  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  (pg .  1 4 ) .  

c. The w i t n e s s  knew C a p t a i n  GOUZOULES, t h e  S5 o f  
t h e  4/3 because  h e  was b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  t h e  job o f  
an a s s i s t a n t  i n  t h e  G5 o f f i c e  (pg .  1 3 ) .  H e  c o u l d  n o t  
r e c a l l  GOUZOULES p i c k i n g  up any i n f o r m a t i o n  which w a s  
a d v e r s e  t o  t h e  American o p e r a t i o n  (pg .  1 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t - h e a r  
any c r i t i c i sm a b o u t  GOUZOULES coming from Co lone l  BARKER 
and Major CALHOUN o r  Co lone l  HENDERSON (pgs .  1 4 ,  1 5 ) .  

d .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  h e  d i d  n o t  g e t  a l o n g  w i t h  Co lone l  
ANISTRANSKI (pg .  1 4 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  some d i f f e r e n c e s  between 
ANISTRANSKI and M r .  MAY and Co lone l  G U I N N  (pgs .  1 5 ,  1 6 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

M- 6 
A m e r i c a 1  Div i s ion  Log, 
16 Mar 6 8  

I t e m  94 p o i n t e d  
t o  w i t n e s s .  

out  
7 

Witness d i d  n o t  re-
M- 35 VC propaqanda l e a f l e t  c a l l  s e e i n q  it. 

PSYOPS J o u r n a l ,  1-20 
M-51 March W i t  r ecoqnized.  

I n c l o s u r e  t o  HENDERSON 's 
R- 1 Report .  W i t  had n o t  seen .  

POLWAR A c t i v i t y  Report 
R-20 31 March 1968 W i t  r ecoqnized.  

Used t o  o r i e n t  
MAP-1Wall map t h e  w i t n e s s .  
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  0900 hour s ,  24  January 
1970. ) 

I0: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN.  

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  S t a n l e y  E .  
HOLTOM. 

(LTC HOLTOM was c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and he t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows : )  

Colonel  HOLTOM, f o r  t h e  r eco rd  would you p l e a s e  
s t a t e  your f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, 
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A. S t a n l e y  Edgar HOLTOM, L i eu t enan t  Colone l ,  
, Headquar ters ,  3d I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n ,  APO 09036, 

Wurzberg, Germany. 

I 0 : Colonel  HOLTOM, have you had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
r e a d  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  (Exh ib i t  M-57)? 

A. Yes , s i r .  

Do you .unders tand  them o r . d o  ydu have any q u e s t i o n s ?  & a  


A. ' No, sir. 

&. Colonel  HOLTOM, on my l e f t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE. Mr, 
lllACCRATE i s  a c i v i l i a n  lawyer who v o l u n t e e r e d  h i s  s e r v i c e s  
t o  S e c r e t a r y  RESOR t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  
t o  p rov ide  l e g a l  counse l  f o r  me and o t h e r  members of t h e  
i n q u i r y  team. On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel  ARIJISTRONG who has  been 
d e s i g n a t e d  by General  WESTMORSLAND a s  an a s s i s t a - n t  i n  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  E i t h e r  of t h e s e  gentlemen may addres s  
q u e s t i o n s  t o  you t h i s  morning. W e  a l s o  have o t h e r  groups 
such a s  t h i s  t h a t  a r e  t a k i n g  tes t imony from o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s .  
I ,  however, w i l l  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  
r e p o r t ,  weighing the .  ev idence ,  and making t h e  f i n d i n g s  
and reeo~nmendations.  A s  a  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r ,  you a r e  d i r e c t e d  
n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your tes t imony h e r e  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  any 
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w i t n e s s e s  who may appea r  b e f o r e  t h i s  i n q u i r y  group,  excep t  a s  
you may be  r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  i n  t h e  performance o f  o f f i c i a l  
du ty  o r  b e f o r e  a competent  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  c z  leg-
i s l a t i v e  body. I n  t h e  t e r m  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  I would i n c l u d e  any o f  C f, , 

t h e , c o n g r e s s i o n a l  committees.  The one most l i k e l y  would be %- -) 

t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  subcommittee o f  t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  hk' 

Committee. Your ' appearance  h e r e  would i n  no way p r e c l u d e  you w 
t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  t h a t  body,  o r  any such l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 

I do n o t  know, no r  do I have any i n d i c a t i o n ,  t h a t  
you have been c i t e d  o r  c a u t i o n e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  
g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e  o f  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  v. C a l l e y .  
Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Tha t  i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q I t h i n k  it u n l i k e l y  t h a t  you w i l l  be  s o  c i t e d ,  b u t  
i n  t h e  e v e n t  you a r e ,  e i t h e r  i n  t h a t  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e  o r  any 
o t h e r  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e  which may deve lop  o u t  o f  t h e  

, My L a i  i n c i d e n t ,  you r  appearance  h e r e  would i n  no way change 
e i t h e r  t h e  e f f e c t  o r  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  t h a t  o r d e r .  Do you have 
any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. No, sir. 

Q- . Colone l  HOLTOM, what was your  du ty  ass ignment  i n  
March o f  1968? 

A. I was - t h e  d i v i s i o n  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r ,  
s ir ,  p a r t  of  t h e  G 5  s t a f f  s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  A m e r i c a 1  D i v i s i o n .  

Q Who d i d  you work f o r  d i r e c t l y ?  

A.  . The G 5  a t  t h a t  t i m e  was Colone l  ANISTRANSKI, i n  e f -
fec t  my immediate s u p e r i o r .  

Q. How l o n g  had you been i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y ?  

A. I a r r i v e d  i n  count ry  on 5 J anua ry ,  s i r ,  and I was 
a s s i g n e d  t h e  job a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  a c t u a l  o r d e r s  as -
s i g n i n g  m e  were 7 J anua ry .  

(2- How l o n g  d i d  you remain i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y ?  

A. I s t a y e d  t h e r e  t h e  whole y e a r  o f  my t o u r  u n t i l  I de-
p a r t e d  t h e  l a s t  day o f  September.  

APP T-224 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q The My Lai  i n c i d e n t  o f  1 6  March 1968 became a m a t t e r  
of p u b l i c  knowledge about  4 ,  5 months ago i n  September, October 
1969 through r a d i o ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  and newspapers and s o  on. Have 
you had any conve r sa t ions  w i th  any people  from t h e  headqua r t e r s  
of t h e  Americal D iv i s ion  concerning t h a t  i n c i d e n t  o r  concerning 
t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of any such i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Nobody from t h e  headqua r t e r s  of t h e  d i v i s i o n .  I n  
f a c t ,  t h e  on ly  conve r sa t ion  I ' v e  had w i t h  anybody i s  some of t h e  
people  I saw y e s t e r d a y  when they  were appear ing  h e r e  a s  w i t n e s s e s ,  
j u s t  by t a l k i n g  -- w e l l ,  s ay ing  i t s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  s e e  you h e r e ,  
t h a t  t ype  of t h i n g .  Nothing a s  f a r  a s  s p e c i f i c  d e t a i l s  t h a t  they  
o r  I knew anyth ing  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

Q • But t h e r e  w a s  no th ing  s u b s t a n t i v e  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
o r  what you hea rd?  

A .  N O ,  sir. 

Q - Would you d e s c r i b e  b r i e f l y  your  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a s  
a p sycho log ica l  w a r f a r e  o f f i c e r  w i t h  t h e  America1 Div is ion?  

A. I w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  of a l l  t h e  
propaganda e f f o r t  t h a t  w a s  d i r e c t e d  p r i m a r i l y  i n  suppor t  of o u r  
ground t r o o p s .  This  i nc luded  l e a f l e t s ,  a e r i a l  b r o a d c a s t s ,  co-
o r d i n a t i o n  of .Ground Propaganda Teams, t o  i n c l u d e  movies, l i a i s o n  
w i t h  t h e  Armed Propaganda Teams t h a t  we usad i n  t h e  Vietnamese 
f o r  t h e  conduct  o f  p sycho log ica l  w a r f a r e  b r o a d c a s t s  th roughout  
t h e  l o c a l  a r e a ,  and t h i s  w a s  t h e  primary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  There 
was a l s o  a  secondary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  from t h e  p o i n t  of view of 
c o o r d i n a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  Vietnamese a u t h o r i t i e s ,  and d i -
r e c t l y  through o u r  advisory  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  f o r  t h e  conduct  of 
p sycho log ica l  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  suppor t  o f  t h e  Vietnamese, s h a l l  w e  
s a y ,  c i v i l i a n  miss ion  a s  opposed t o  ou r  m i l i t a r y  miss ion .  For  
i n s t i l l i n g  i n  t h e  people  a  s e n s e  of  urgency and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
and l o y a l t y  t o  t h e i r  count ry .  This  t ype  of  p sycho log ica l  war-
f a r e  i s  a  complete ly  d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t  a s  opposed t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
s i d e  of it.  So, I f e e l  it was a two pronged type  of miss ion 
b u t  p r i m a r i l y  i n  suppor t  of ou r  ground o p e r a t i o n s  and a second-
a ry  miss ion  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  Vietnamese e f f o r t .  

Q I n  t h e  l a t t e r  i n s t a n c e ,  would you work through t h e  
prov ince  adv i so ry  groups i n  Quang Ngai and Son Tinh? 
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A. Yes, sir. Thi s  i s  my sou rce  of acces s  i n t o  t h e s e  
people .  I n  o t h e r  words, they  had t h e  c o n t r o l  of many of  the  
media de wished t o  u se ,  fo r , example  t h e  APT, Armed Propaganda 
Team, t h e  movie vans ,  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  And my d i r e c t  l i a -
i s o n  was down through Quang .Ngai and t o  Son Tinh Province .  

Q 
' 

h o  d i d  you look t o  as t h e  p sycho log ica l  w a r f a r e  o f f - f'.;..>icer i n  I Corp? LF-. 
JA 

A. I11 MAF PSYWAR o f f i c e r ,  who a t  t h e  t i m e  was Colonel  
DUNBAR, my l i a i s o n .  He w a s  succeeded,  I b e l i e v e ,  i n  about  June 
o r .  J u l y  by Colonel  CHASE. And he  was t h e  man who I went t o  from 
t h e  p o i n t  of view of  p o l i c y  guidance,  t h i s  t ype  of  t h i n g .  

Q Now, i f  I may s a y ,  a n o t h e r  i n c l u s i v e  p a r t  of your  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  undoubtedly was t h e  review and a n a l y s i s ,  of VC 
o r  NVA propaganda? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q One t h i n g  we 've  hea rd ,  Colonel  HOLTOM, and I wish 
you t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  a l i t t l e  b i t .  Th is  i s  from t h e  Vietnamese 
s i d e ,  and you shou ld  know t h a t  we've t a l k e d  t o  more t h a n  a few 
Vietnamese, h igh  l e v e l  and low l e v e l .  But t h e  Vietnamese have 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t hey  have r e p e a t e d l y  through t h e i r  PSYOP e f f o r t  
t o l d  t h e  people  a long  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  c o a s t a l  s t r i p  f o r  example, 
I would p o i n t  t o  t h i s  map ( E x h i b i t  MAP-1)  and say  i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  
a r e a  which you s e e ,  i t s  n o t  q u i t e  t h i s  way, b u t  t h e  people  i n  
what might be r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  VC c o n t r o l l e d  a r e a .  They i n -
d i c a t e d  t h a t  t hey  had r e p e a t e d l y  t o l d  t hose  people  t o  move o u t  
of t h e  a r e a  and t o  move i n t o  t h e  a r e a s  under government c o n t r o l  
t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  t hey  woud t h i n k  t h a t  anybody who remained t h e r e  
would a u t o m a t i c a l l y  be  a VC o r  a VC s u s p e c t .  Now can you e l ab -
o r a t e  on t h a t  p l e a s e ?  -

. A. Yes, s i r .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  g e n e r a l l y  speaking ,  a very 
f a i r  s t a t emen t ,  s i r .  I know s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  t h e  development 
o f  propaganda, bo th  i n  l e a f l e t  and a e r i a l  b r o a d c a s t  form, f o r  
d i s semina t ion  i n  t h a t  a r e a  and i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  w i t h i n  t h e  America1 
A 0  pu rpo r t ed ly  and r e p e a t e d l y  t e l l i n g  t h e s e  people  t h a t  t h i s  was 
t h e  t ime t o  .move o u t .  Tha t  t h e r e  was an o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  them t o  
beg in  a .new l i f e  under t h e  Vietnamese government. We went i n -
t o  a l o t  of  d e t a i l ,  I know, i n  some of  t h e  l e a f l e t s  t h a t  were 
p u t  o u t  o f f e r i n g  them o r  showing t o  them t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  
would be a v a i l a b l e  t o  them i f  they  d i d  v o l u n t a r i l y  move o u t  of 
t h e  a r e a .  
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I seem t o  remember t h a t  t h e r e  was a s e r i e s  of l e a f -
l e t s  and a s e r i e s  o f  a e r i a l  b roadcas t s  i n  t h a t  a r e a  t h a t  t o l d  
t h e  peop le ,  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of  t h e  exact  wording, b u t  it was much 
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t hose  people  who were l e f t  i n  t h e  a r e a  would 
be cons ide red  a s  VC o r  VC sympathizers .  . ~ n dt h a t  conduct  of m i l -
i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s  might w e l l  cause  harm t o  them. I a l s o  remember 
they  d i r e c t e d  some s p e c i f i c  propaganda a g a i n s t  t h e  48th b a t t a l i o n  
which was a u n i t  t h a t  was t a r g e t e d  by o u r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  people  i n  
t h a t  a r e a ,  t r y i n g  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t o  them t h e  f u t i l i t y  of t h e  f i g h t  
because they  had been engaged on and o f f  f o r  q u i t e  an e x t e n s i v e  
p e r i o d  o f  t i m e ,  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  t h e  f o r c e  and t h e  f i r e  power 
that was a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  a l l i e d  f o r c e  would e v e n t u a l l y  g e t  them. 
This  t ype  of  approach,  t h a t  now was t h e  t i m e  t o  g i v e  up and 
r e c e i v e  medical  t r e a t m e n t ,  r e c e i v e  food,  r e c e i v e  c a r e ,  t h i s  t ype  
of t h i n g  wh i l e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  s t i l l  e x i s t e d .  This  was an 
e x t e n s i v e  propaganda conducted i n  t h i s  a r e a  a long  t h e s e  l i n e s .  

Q - I ' v e  had some acqua in tance  w i t h  some of t h e s e  PSYOP 
o f f i c e r s  and I f i n d  t h a t  a g r e a t  number af them are very proud 
of t h e i r  p r o d u c t s ,  main ta ined  f i l e s  on them, I would wonder i f  
y o u ' r e  t h a t  k i n d  o f  a PSYOP o f f i c e r .  

A. I t h i n k  I l e f t  most of  my f i l e s  t h e r e .  I d i d  have 
very e x t e n s i v e  files. I had most of them r i g h t  i n  t h e  America1 
h e a d q u a r t e r s .  When I l e f t ,  I may have taken  back wi th  me some 
examples,  b u t  I d o n ' t  have a complete d o s s i e r  of propaganda 
t h a t  was developed.  

Q. Would you have t h e s e  w i th  you? 

A. No, s i r ,  I have no th ing  w i t h  me. 

Q e  Where would they  be l o c a t e d ?  . 

A .  S i r ,  i f  I have them, t h e y ' r e  w i t h  my m a t e r i a l  t h a t '  I. 
have back i n  Europe r i g h t  now. I b e l i e v e ,  very h o n e s t l y ,  I have-
n ' t  looked through t h a t  m a t e r i a l  for q u i t e  some t i m e .  

Q.  I ' d  a p p r e c i a t e  it, Colonel  HOLTOM, i f  you would look 
through what you have.  W e  have c e r t a i n  samples of propaganda. 
We've h e a r d  more about  t h i s  propaganda than  we 've  been a b l e  t o  
d i s c o v e r .  I t h i n k  it would be h e l p f u l  i f  you cou ld  -- if you do 
have any o f  t h i s ,  t o  l e t  us have it. W e  w i l l  have it d u p l i c a t e d  
and r e t u r n e d  t o  you. 
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A.  I had t h e  America1 Div i s ion  -- and I know you were 
over t h e r e  a few weeks aao  -- I had i n  t h e  Americal  D iv i s ion  
q u i t e  an e x t e n s i v e ,  i n  f a c t  a l i b r a r y  of  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a i  was pro-
duced and I l e f t  t h a t  r i q h t  t h e r e .  And I wou ldn ' t  have thought  
that  .w i th in  a  y e a r  t h a t  would have been removed. Copies of ev-
ery l e a f l e t  t h a t  w e  e v e r  made. c. 
Q W e  were a b l e  t o  p i c k  up some, b u t  I must say  it w a s  .&:a 

ve ry  skimpy and what I ' v e  s een  i s  r a t h e r  innocuous.  I person- tL> 

a l l y  d i d  n o t  go o v e r  and look i n t o  t h e  f i l e s ,  b u t  what I ' v e  s een  c.33 

d o e s n ' t  r e a l l y  impress  me. 

A .  W e  had q u i t e  a b i t  o f  e x t e n s i v e ,  n o t  on ly  g e n e r a l i z e d  
propaganda which I t h i n k  has  very  l i m i t e d  e f f e c t ,  b u t  what I con-
s i d e r  t h e  more d e t a i l e d  s p e c i f i c .  type  o f  approach where you i s o -
la te  f a c t u a l  i n fo rma t ion .  

0- I ' d  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  i n  any t h a t  you have 
d i r e c t e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  48th Local Force  B a t t a l i o n .  

A .  I can remember t h a t  s o  very w e l l ,  s i r ,  I can almost  
remember t h e  number of  t h e  l e a f l e t  t h a t  was a s s i g n e d  t o  i t .  There 
w a s  des igned ,  I know somewhere around t h e  middle o f  1968, t h e r e  
w e r e  two o r  t h r e e  o f  them, s i r .  I t  w a s n ' t  j u s t  one.  I t  was a 
series of propaganda a s  you know s i r ,  i t s  an accumulat ive  t ype  
of t h i n g .  You d o n ' t  h i t  w i t h  one p a r t i c u l a r  i t em.  And I know 
t h e r e  was e x t e n s i v e  propaganda conducted and s p e c i f i c a l l y  i d e n t -
i f i e d  a t  t h e  48th .  

Q Another t h i n g  t h a t  we had hea rd ,  and as a m a t t e r  of 
f a c t  i t ' s  a m a t t e r  o f  d i r e c t i v e ,  i s  t h a t  whenever p o s s i b l e ,  when 
a u n i t  i s  going t o  conduct  an a i r  a s s a u l t  i n t o  a s p e c i f i c  v i l -
l a g e ,  o r  something of  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  o r  was going t o  make an as-
s a u l t  on a v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  khe i n h a b i t a n t s  would b e  n o t i f i e d  e i t h e r  
by l e a f l e t s ,  o r  by loud s p e a k e r s ,  o r  b o t h ,  o r  by means p o s s i b l e  
t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  noncombatants. Was t h i s  c a r r i e d  on f o r c e f u l l y  
w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A .  S i r ,  t h i s  was, g e n e r a l l y  speaking  a p o l i c y  and t h e  
r ea son  I say  g e n e r a l l y  speaking ,  s i r ,  i s  t h a t  I b e l i e v e ,  t h e r e  
on a couple  of  occas ions  where, p o s s i b l y  f o r  s e c u r i t y  reasons  
o r  o the rwi se ,  we d i d  n o t  go i n  ahead of t ime.  And I t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  
always t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  weighing how much you compromise your  
miss ion  when you do t h i s  t ype  o f  t h i n g .  But, g e n e r a l l y  speaking ,  
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it was t h e  p o l i c y ,  maybe n o t  a s  much a s  a day b e f o r e  o r  two days 
b e f o r e ,  s i r ,  b u t  a p e r i o d  of t ime b e f o r e  t h a t  we d i d  s a t u r a t e  
t h e  areas w i t h  t h i s  t ype  of i n fo rma t ion .  

. Q - Even r i g h t  when t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  going on --
A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Oh, y e s ,  sir .  

Q. I t ' s  conce ivab le  t o  g e t  t h e  f o r c e s  l i n e d  up and pro-
v i d e  warning t o  t h e  peopie?  

A. Th i s  w a s  done once t h e  miss ion  was k icked  o f f  and 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  was a c t u a l l y  be ing  conducted.  Then of  cou r se ,  
w e  were a b l e  t o  go i n .  And i n  many cases  we developed,  s o r t  of 
a p r o g r e s s i v e  t y p e  of  t h i n g ,  warning t h e  people .  I can remember 
some of  t h e  l e a f l e t s  t h a t  we used t o  -- t h a t  were developed and 
d i s semina ted ,  and b r o a d c a s t  showing -- o u t l i n i n g  t o  them t h e  e f -
f e c t  of t h e  bombing, of t h e  f i r e  power, and g e n e r a l l y  appea l  t o  
them: ''Why do you con t inue  t o  s u f f e r  under t h i s ? "  I n  o t h e r  words, 
you 've  s e e n  now what t h i s  i s ,  t h e y ' r e  n o t  i d l e  warning type  o f  
t h i n g s .  W e  s t i l l  o f f e r  you t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  come o u t  o r  t o  
s u r r e n d e r .  This  i s  what w e ' r e  r e a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  people  
t o  do, i f  t hey  were ha rdco re  VC, t o  come o u t  and s u r r e n d e r .  

Q Now, t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a ,  Colonel  HOLTOM, 
was planned f o r  t h e  morning of  t h e  16 th , .  To k i ck  o f f  a 3 ,  4 ,  
5 day o p e r a t i o n .  Do you r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  whether any of t h e  
PSYOP d i r e c t l y  i n  suppor t  of  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  were c a l l e d  f o r ?  

A. NO,  s i r ,  I do n o t .  And. I -would be  very r e m i s s  i f  I 
t o l d  you any th ing ,  s i r ,  wi thou t  going back t o  a c t u a l l y  check t h e  
r e c o r d s ,  b u t  i f  I e v e r  had t h o s e  r eco rds  --

:Q.a ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You don' t .r e c a l l  any such r e q u e s t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I do n o t ,  and I c e r t a i n l y  do n o t  know what 
propaganda i f  any was d i s semina ted  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  s i r .  

Q. I have h e r e ,  Colone l  HOLTOM, t h e  l o g  of t h e  America1 
Div i s ion  f o r  t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March 1968. I t s  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  
r e c o r d  a s  E x h i b i t  M-6 .  I would c a l l  your  a t t e n t i o n  t o  i t e m  num-
b e r  9 4  which i s  t h e  f i n a l  e n t r y  on t h i s  day,  which is  b a s i c a l l y  
t h e  same d a t a  which was p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  t h e  evening 
s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  1 6 t h .  I f  you w i l l  n o t i c e  down a t  t h e  f i f t h  
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l i n e ,  it starts o u t  with. o p e r a t i o n  Muscatine.  I would ask  i f  
you recal l  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  be ing  b r i e f e d ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  b u t  I was a t ,  I 
b e l i e v e ,  a lmost  every  evening b r i e f i n g ,  s i r .  And, I ' m  s u r e  
i f  t hey  were r e a d ,  i f  t h a t ' s  t h e  way they were a c t u a l l y  g iven ,  
then I c e r t a i n l y  hea rd  it. Of course  I do r ecogn ize  now t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  Muscatine,  a l though  I was t r y i n g  t o  r ack  my b r a i n  a s  
t o  what t h e  name of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was -- t h a t  was connected a t  c-J
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  d a t e ,  and w e  d i d  conduct  e x t e n s i v e  PSYOP i n  

.k " 2 

suppor t  of Muscatine. I n  f a c t ,  i n  t h e  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  t h a t  :z2 
I wro te ,  I b e l i e v e  as p a r t  of t h e  USARV 6 month r e p o r t  and a l s o  
p a r t  of t h e  I11 MAE' r equ i rement ,  which I b e l i e v e  w a s  on a  quar-  
t e r l y  b a s i s ,  I know b u t  w e  d i d  i d e n t i f y  and i s o l a t e  PSYOP sup- 
p o r t  g iven  i n  -- f o r  o p e r a t i o n  Muscatine a s  one s p e c i f i c  opera- 
t i o n .  But a s  f a r  a s  t h e  a c t u a l  f i g u r e s  a r e  concerned,  I heard  
every  one of  t hose  evening b r i e f i n g s ,  and I d o n ' t  have any rea-
son t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  t h i s  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime.  

Q. This  i s  somewhat unusual .  I ' l l  c a l l  you r  a t t e n t i o n  
t o  a few of t h e  f i g u r e s  h e r e .  There i s  an enemy body count  of 
128, t h e r e  were a l s o  two U . S .  K I A ,  a t o t a l  of 11 U.S. WIA and t h r e e  
weapons cap tu red .  Do you r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n s  i n  t h e  b r i e f -  
i n g  concern ing  t h i s  d i s p a r i t y  o r  d i sc repancy  between t h e  number 
of weapons cap tu red  and t h e  number o f  VC KIA? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I n  f a c t ,  I remember t h e  b r i e f i n g s .  
G.enerally speaking ,  s i r ,  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  were no t  forums f o r  d i s -  
cus s ion  a s  such.  I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  was made 
and t h e n  I was n o t  p a r t y  t o  any d i s c u s s i o n  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
f a c t  a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  o r  any t ime subsequent  t o  t h a t .  

Q- W e  would unders tand t h a t  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h e r e  were 
some comments t h a t  went on w,i thin t h e  s t a f f  a t  t h e  t ime .  Some-
t h i n g  t o  t h e  e f f e c t ,  "Yes, 128,  4 VC and 124 women and c h i l d r e n , "  
and a few comments l i k e  t h a t .  Did you h e a r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  
t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A. S i r ,  I c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it and I d o n ' t  know --
t h e  way t h e  b r i e f i n g s  were s e t  up my p o s i t i o n  was a t  t h e  back 
row, a t  t h e  end type  t h i n g  -- and I c e r t a i n l y  was n o t  p a r t y  o r  
I d i d  n o t  h e a r ,  c e r t a i n l y ,  any d i s c u s s i o n  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  If 
.it was conducted,  whether  by t h e  o t h e r  s t a f f  members o r  anybody 
e l s e  who was i n  t h a t  room -- t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  b r i e f i n g  room, used 
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t o  ho ld  as  I ' m  s u r e  y o u ' r e  aware, s i r ,  p r e t t y  c l o s e  ' t o  35 t o  40  
something people  -- and I d o n ' t  remember any s p e c i f i c  d i s c u s s i o n  
concerning t h o s e  f i g u r e s ,  s i r .  

Q .  Did Colonel  ANISTRANSKI e v e r  t a l k  t o  you about t h i s  
d i sc repancy?  O r  d i d  he e v e r  t a l k  t o  you about  having r ece ived  a 
r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e r e  was some unnecessary k i l l i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s  i n  
t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. No, s i r .  My work i n  PSYOP, and t h i s  of  course  was 
w i t h i n  t h e  t ime frame, t h i s  was comparat ively  soon a f t e r  I a r -
r i v e d .  I soon found t h a t  I was -- t h e  d i r e c t i o n  was p r e t t y  much 
l e f t  t o  myself .  There w e r e n ' t  t o o  many people  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
who would have a g r e a t  knowledge o r  had a g r e a t  d e a l  of impact  
on t h e  PSYOP program. I found t h a t  i n  my c a s e ,  and I d o n ' t  know 
about  my p redeces so r ,  t h a t  t h e  PSYOP development was l e f t  t o  t h e  
PSYOP o f f i c e r  h imse l f  w i th  very l i t t l e ,  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  d i r e c t i o n  
a s  t o  which approach would be taken .  I d o n 7 t  remember Colonel  
ANISTRANSKI ment ioning t h i s  a s  a p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t .  What used 
t o  be  p a r t  of  o u r  b r i e f i n g s  a l s o ,  s i r ,  on t h e  0800 morning b r i e f -
i n g  o r  0730, o r  whatever it might be -- a f t e r  Colonel  ANISTRANSKI 
r e t u r n e d  from t h e  C G ' s  o f f i c e  where he  had. h i s  update  b r i e f i n g  
i n  t h e  morning he  would -- I would go i n  t h e r e  and he would g i v e  
us t h e  rundown on what t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  l a s t  2 4  hours  o r  1 2  
hours  a s  it may b e ,  what may have been.  B u t  i f  it were g iven ,  
it was only  g iven  j u s t  a s  a r e i t e r a t i o n  of  f a c t s  t h a t  were ad-
d re s sed  t o  t h e  f a c t s  of t h e s e  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  numbers, as  ap-
p e a r  s o  obvious  now. 

Q .  W e l l ,  f o r g e t  about  t h e  128 and j u s t  come down t o  t h e  
p o i n t  of perhaps  some i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  o r  unnecessary k i l l i n g  of  
women and c h i l d r e n  o r  noncombatants. 

A .  S i r ,  I ' v e  never  hea rd  -- i n  my t i m e  t h e r e ,  I never  
h e a r d  t h a t  r e f e r r a l  made as t o  why t h e  body count  was s o  h igh ,  
t h a t  o u t  of t h e s e  128 VC, s h a l l  we say  maybe a 100 of them were 
women and c h i l d r e n .  I c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t  have any knowledge of 
t h a t  o r  had hea rd  it mentioned t o  me. 

Q Had you hea rd  any comments t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  one 
of t h e  a v i a t o r s  had r e p o r t e d  s e e i n g  bod ie s  or r e p o r t e d  a con-
f r o n t a t i o n  between a i r  e lements  and ground e lements?  

A. Nob s i r .  
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Q I have h e r e ,  Colonel  HOLTOM, two p i e c e s  of propaganda
r e p o r t e d l y  used by t h e  VC. Th is  f i r s t  one i s  an i n c l o s ~ r et o  Ex-
h i b i t  R-1. I would ask  you t o  look a t  t h i s  document. I t  con-
s is ts  of  two pages.  T h a t ' s  a l l  I would l i k e  you t o  look a t  and 
t e l l  m e  whether or n o t  you have seen  t h i s  document. 

A. No, s i r .  I n  f a c t ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I saw a p i e c e  o f  
Vietnamese propaganda t h a t  was w r i t t e n  t h a t  w e l l  t h e  whole t ime ,,, 

I w a s  -- I mean was w r i t t e n  t h a t  g r a m a t i c a l l y  c o r r e c t .  4 

. I  
-3

Q *  We unders tand ,  Colonel  HOLTOM, t h a t  t h f  s could  w e l l  
have been b r o a d c a s t ,  and r e c e i v e d ,  and t h e n  t r a n s l a t e d  t o  be  pub-
l i s h e d  i n  a r e p o r t  i n  t h i s  form. 

A .  - Idon'trecollectseeingthis b e f o r e .  . .  

Q I f  it had come i n t o  d i v i s i o n ,  i n  your  capacit-y a s  a 
PSYOP o f f i c e r ,  wou1.d you have expec ted  t o  have r e c e i v e d  a copy 

, of t h i s ?  f 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I had a requirement  o u t  t o  a l l  of t h e  sub-
o r d i n a t e  PSYOP o f f i c e r s ,  i n  f a c t ,  many of t h e s e  requi rements  
s t a t i n g  t h a t  t hey  would -- any enemy propaganda t h a t  was found 
i n  t h e  a r e a  would be  passed  up. And I t h i n k  toward t h e  end of 
my t o u r ,  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  second 6 months, we had f a r  b e t t e r  rap-
p o r t ,  f a r  b e t t e r  exchange of  t h i s  s t u f f  t h a n  what we d i d  t h e  

' f i r s t  3 months o r  6 months when I g o t  t h e r e .  Th i s  was an e s t ab -
l i shmen t  of r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  s h a l l  we say ,  between myse l f ,  some 
o t h e r  people  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  i n i t i a l l y ,  s i r ,  
t h e r e  was n o t  a g r e a t  d e a l  of t h i s  s t u f f  be ing  t r a n s m i t t e d  up 
t o  d i v i s i o n .  Of course  a l o t  of t h i s  s t u f f  was p i cked  up and 
probably k e p t  down a t  .the u n i t  l e v e l  and never  d i d  g e t  up t o  div-
i s i o n .  Although t h e r e  ag8-in, s i t t i n g  r i g h t  i n  t h e  America1 D i -
v i s i o n  i n  t h e  , f i l e s  I know I l e f t  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  w a s  every  p i e c e  
of enemy propaganda t h a t  we had p icked  up. I t  was a l l  tabbed 
w i t h  t h e  d a t e s  and what we had done about  it once we had r ece ived  
it. 

Q .  I have h e r e  ano the r  e x h i b i t  which i s  number M-35. 
This  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  propaganda. I t  i s  a n o t i c e  by t h e  Quang 
Ngai Na t iona l  L i b e r a t i o n  F ron t  Committee d a t e d  28  March 1968. 
Here i s  t h e  Vietnamese v e r s i o n  and on t o p  of it i s  t h e  Engl i sh  
t r a n s l a t i o n .  Would you look a t  t h i s  and s e e  whether  o r  n o t  you 
havz seen  such a proclamat i  on. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i ts  necessary  f o r  
you t o  r ead  a l l  o f  it. 
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A .  No, I d o n ' t ,  I c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i t ,  and I would 
tend  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  i f  I had read something l i k e  t h a t  the  mere 
d e t a i l s  and t h e  s p e c i f i c s  contained t h e r e i n  would have had ce r -
t a i n l y  an impact t h a t  I would have remembered -- as  f a r  as re-
member see ing  anything as  d e t a i l e d  as  t h a t  i n  any of the  prop-
aganda. Most of t h e  s t u f f  t h a t  I ever  had come i n  was more gen-
e r a l  s t u f f  exhor t ing  people t o  r e s i s t  t h e  Americans and s o  on. 
This i s  a very d e t a i l e d  p iece  of information.  One t h i n g  I t h i n k  
might a l s o  have come across  my mind, b u t  I h a d n ' t  seen t h i s  and 
I ' m  n o t  q u i t e  s u r e  of my d a t e s ,  bu t  I s e e  they s t i l l  go t  these  
American t roops  belonging t o  t h e  3d Brigade of t h e  82d. I d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e  3d of t h e  82d was i n  country a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q S  The 3d of t h e  82d was t h e r e .  

A. Again, s i r ,  I c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h i s .  
And I would t h i n k  i f  I had of seen something l i k e  t h i s ,  t h e  mere 
spec iCics ,  an? t h e  d e t a i l s ,  and t h e  names t h a t  were i d e n t i f i e d  
i n  he re  would have l e d  m s  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I should have remem-
bered it and done something about v e r i f y i n g  o r  see ing  what t h e  
s t o r y  was about.  So, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I ' v e  seen t h a t  before .  

Q Did you ever  h e a r  of any d i scuss ion  between Captain
KESHEL, who I b e l i e v e  was t h e  S5 of t h e  11th  Brigade, and Col-
onel  ANISTRANSKI which would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  people a t  Quang 
Ngai Province and Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  were p r e t t y  mad a t  t h e  Amer -
i c a n s  f o r  something t h a t  took p lace  down t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r .  I know that Captain KESHEL' had a l o t  of 
conversat ions wi th  Colonel ANISTRANSKI  because he spen t  q u i t e  
a b i t  of time over  a t  h i s  o f f i c e .  The way we were phys ica l ly  
s e t  up, my o f f i c e  was a p a r t  form t h e  G 5  s e c t i o n .  

Q You were n o t  i n  t h e  same bu i ld ing?  

A. No, s i r .  I was i n  a completely d i f f e r e n t  b u i l d i n g p  
sir .  And Captain KESHEL was a t  t h a t  t ime,  I b e l i e v e ,  assigned 
as t h e  S5 of b r igade ,  and he a l s o  had t h e  S 5  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
t h e  br igade .  And s o ,  genera l ly  speaking,  what would happen i s  
t h a t  when KESHEL came i n t o  t h e  a r e a  he would come over  t o  my 
o f f i c e  t o  d i scuss  t h i s  a spec t  of it, and then  h e ' d  go over  t o  
t h e  G5 shop and d i scuss  wi th  Colonel A N I S T R A N S K I ,  I presume, 
h is  o t h e r  bus iness  t h a t  he had. 

Q. You p r e t t y  w e l l  r an  t h e  PSYOP, G5 and Colonel 
ANISTRANSKI ran  t h e  c i v i l  a f f a i r s ?  
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A. That i s  very t r u e ,  s ir .  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  t h a t  something t h a t  went on down C.3 
here  i n  mid-March was being i n v e s t i g a t e d  wi th in  t h e  America1 bYl 
Division? a 

P.3 

A. No, sir. I had no i d e a  t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  going on. I c e r t a i n l y  was never c a l l e d  o r  asked about 
any information t h a t  I had. 

Q Did you e v e r  hea r  any rumors, o r  s ta tements ,  o r  
comments by anybody t h a t  would cause you t o  be suspic ious  t h a t  
perhaps something took p lace?  

A. No, sir. Of course I ' v e  been t r y i n g ,  eve r  s i n c e  I 
had t h i s  n o t i f i c a t i o n ,  t o  t r y  and r e c o l l e c t  some s p e c i f i c s ,  o r  
anything t h a t  I may have heard t h a t  could be of h e l p  t o  you. 
And I r e a l l y  i n  a l l  honesty cannot s a y ,  s i r ,  o t h e r  than the  nor-
m a l  t a l k  t h a t  goes on among t roops  i n  t h a t  type  of environment, 
b u t  a s  f a r  a s  anything s p e c i f i c ,  o r  anything concerning an i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n ,  o r  anything connected with t h e  name My La i ,  o r  a 
P i n k v i l l e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  s i r ,  I cer ta in ly- -a  s t r a n g e r  t o  me and 
I c e r t a i n l y  have no information t h a t  I can pass on t o  you t h a t  
I th ink  would be s u b s t a n t i a l  i n  na ture .  

MR MACCRATE: Colonel HOLTOM, what was t h e  genera l  t a l k  among 
t roops  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A. W e l l  I seem t o  remember, s i r ,  f o r  example, t h a t  t h e  
same information t h a t  General PEERS j u s t  showed me, f o r  example 
i n  t h a t  log ,  would be publ ished i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  d a i l y  news 
shee t .  For example t h a t  we had--and of course we were coming 
t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  o r  something such as  t h i s  o r  i f  you read t h e  
news s h e e t ,  you s a y ,  "Oh, we had another  good day yes terday ,  lo 

o r  "The body count was up h igh , "  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  
This type of t a l k .  I th ink  i t s  q u i t e  common of course among 
t roops  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q a Do you remember any c r i t i c i s m  of t h e  body count? 
Specula t ion  as  t o  how s o l i d  they were. 

A. Well, s i r ,  of course ,  t h e  ques t ion  of body count has  
always been one o f  our  b i g  problems, a s  you a r e  we l l  aware s i n c e  
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t h i s  t h i n g  s t a r t e d .  And I aiways looked a t  body counts  from a 
pe r sonne l  p o i n t  of view wi th  somewhat o f  a jaundiced e y e ,  know-
i n g  how s o r ~ eof  t h e s e  t h i n g s  can g e t  a m p l i f i e d  ana grown o u t  
of p r o p o r t i o n .  I always thought  i t s  good p u b l i c i t y  o r  it nade 

, people  look good n e c e s s a r i l y ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  p u t  a heck of  
a l o t  of weigh t  i n  some of  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  I saw i n  t h e  news 
s h e e t s  or t h a t  type  of  t h i n g .  One thing that always concerned 
m e ,  of c o u r s e ,  and I ' l l  admit  very r e a d i l y  t h a t  it d i d n ' t  when 
I saw t h e s e  f i g u r e s ,  b u t  always d i d  l a t e r  oil a s  I developed i n -
t o  t h e  job:  whenever we had a l a r g e  body count  when we had very 
few weapons, t h i s  was always one t h i n g  t h a t  wor r i ed  m e  a l i t t l e  
bit. Whatever happened t o  t h e  weapcns t;zpe of t l i n g ,  e i t h e r  t h a t  
or t h e  body count  w a s  very o v e r r a t e d  and--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Were you zware of any f r i c t i o n  
between Capta in  KESHEL and Colonel  XNISTRANSRS? 

A. Oh, t hey  d i d 9 ' t  g e t  a long .  I t  was very common know-
ledge.  T h e i r  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  w e r e  d i a m e t r i c a l l y  opposed. And t h e y  
c e r t a i n l y  w o u l d n ' t  have been +he g r e a t e s t  of f r i e n d s  i f  it h a d n Y t  
have been f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  d ~ t i e sr e q u i r e d  them 
t o  be i n  c o n s t a n t  t o ~ c hw i t h  each o t h e r .  

Q - Do you remember who was t h e  S 5  of t h e  4 / 3 ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  Captain  GOIJZGULES, The r e ~ s o nI knm7 it 
s o  w e l l  i s  because he  was going t o  come up and be my a s s i s t a n t  
a t  d i v i s i o n  towards t h e  end of  h i s  and my t o u r .  T h a t ' s  hcw he 
a c t u a l l y  ex tended ,  h t h i n k  f o r  6 months. A n d  t h e n  he went up 
and he went t o  become t h e  S5 o f  t h e  196th a r i q a d e ,  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  a n  occas ion  i n  t h e  
s p r i n g  of 1968 when C a p t a i ~GOGZOULES had p i cked  up some i n f o r - .  
:mation l o c a l l y  which .was adverse  t o .  American o p e r a t i o n ?  H e  
made some. comments.about t h i s ,  and it caused  a b i t  of f l a p ,  
and t h e r e  were appa ren t ly  some d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  some of t h e  per-
sonne l  i nvo lved  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  Some of  t h e  o f f i c e r s  involved  
i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and Colonel  ANISTRANSXI m a y  have e i t h e r  gone 
down t o  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade o r  gone down t o  t h e  4 / 3  and had some 
conve r sa t ions  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s .  Does t h i s  r i n g  any b e l l  w i t h  you? 

A .  No, s ir .  I f  I can -- I know i t  might seem t h a t  I 
should  know something,  b u t  i n  a l l  l ~ o n e s t y ,s i r ,  I was t h e  man 
who was l e f t  o u t  i n  t h e  c o l d  i n  t h a t  G 5  shop  du.ring t h i s  p e r i o d  
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of t ime.  And aga in  1 have c e r t a i n l y  no--nothing t h a t  I can pin-
p o i n t  t o  say  t h a t  Colonel  ANISTRANSKI and myself d i d  o r  d i d  n o t  
g e t  a long.  We g o t  a long  from & p r o f e s s i o n a l  p o i n t  of view, b u t  
I f e l t  t h a t  many t imes  t h e r e  were t h i n g s  t h a t  were o p e r a t i n g  
. t h a t  I should know abou t ,  t h a t  I w a s n ' t  f u l l y  informed about ,  :&m 

and w e  d i d  have a couple  o f  d i s c u s s i o n s  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t . %. 7 
69 

S i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f t e r  we changed t h e  G5, which I t h i n k  4 

is  about  t h e  middle of  t h e  y e a r ,  I b e l i e v e  Colonel  MCCARTHY came 
i n  f i r s t .  Well ,  Colonel  MCCARTHY was a man who had no background 
i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  b u s i n e s s ,  and then  Colonel  ROBINSON. And 
even when w e  changed ou r  d i v i s i o n  commander, and I t h i n k  i t ' s  
j u s t  c o i n c i d e n t a l  it happened a t  t h a t  t ime ,  t h a t  I was brought  
more i n t o  t h e  complete o p e r a t i o n .  From t h a t  t i m e  on I used t o  
r e c e i v e  b r i e f i n g s  of for thcoming o p e r a t i o n s  from t h e  G3 p l ans  
o f f i c e r  and t h i s  t ype  of t h i n g .  But t h a t  t ype  of  s i t u a t i o n  
d i d n ' t  e x i s t ,  I would s a y ,  up u n t i l  o r  c e r t a i n l y  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
6 months of my t o u r  t h e r e ,  s i r .  So I was never  aware of  where 
Colonel  ANISTFJWSKI went ,  or  when he  went,  o r  why he went down 
t o  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  p l a c e s .  I know he d i d  make f r e q u e n t  v i s i t s  
o u t  t o  bo th  Quang Ngai, Son Tinh,  and o u t  t o  t h e s e  a r e a s .  

Q- Did you have any measured c o n t a c t  w i t h  Capta in
WADSWORTH t h e  a s s i s t a n t - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Captain  WADSWORTH, , y e s ,  sir.  He was 
a l i e u t e n a n t  then .  H e  came i n  a s  Captain  KESHEI, ' s  a s s i s t a n t .  
He was p r i m a r i l y  o r i e n t e d ,  however, t o  t h e  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  a s p e c t  
of it a s  opposed t o  t h e  p sycho log ica l  o p e r a t i o n s  a s p e c t .  He 
was n o t  t r a i n e d  and d i d  n o t  have expe r i ence ,  and g e n e r a l l y ,  a s  
f a r  a s  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade was concerned,  a l l  of t h e  PSYOP was con-
ducted and c o n t r o l l e d  by Capta in  KESHEL. So about  t h e  whole 
t i m e  I was there - - I  b e l i e v e  Captain  KESHEL may have l e f t  a week 
o r  s o  b e f o r e  I d i d ,  a couple  o f  weeks maybe b e f o r e  I d i d .  And 
du r ing  t h a t  whole pe r iod  of  t ime he was a c t u a l l y  conduc t ing  t h e  
PSYOP program i n  t h e  b r igade .  L ieu t enan t  WADSWORTH d i d  come 
i n t o  it o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  b u t  i t  was only  s o r t  of a lmos t  as  a  cour-
i e r  o r  messenger t ype  t h i n g  and n o t  from t h e  p c i n t  of view of 
developing propaganda o r  t a l k i n g  about what programs o r  what 
propaganda shou ld  be  d i ssemina ted  i n  t h e r e .  

Q When you were cons ide r ing  Capta.in GOUZOULES a s  your 
a s s i s t a n t ,  do you remember any c r i t i c i s m  about  him coming from 
Colonel  BARKER, Major CALHOUN o r  from Colonel  HENDERSON? 
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'A .  No, s i r .  Colonel  BARKER, I on ly  spoke t o  one t i m e ,  
and c e r t a i n l y  Capta in  GOUZOULES's name was neve r  mentioned a t  
t h a t  time, This  j-s when ZoZonel BARKER was XO of the 11th Bri-
gade,  j u s t  b e f o r e  he went o u t  and took over  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  and 
I ' m  c e r t a i n  t h a t  no comment was made concern ing  t h i s  t h i n g  t h e n .  
I might a l s o  mention t h a t  a t  t h a t .  t i m e ,  s i r ,  he was n o t  b e i n g  
c o n s i d e r e d .  f o r  my a s s i s t a n t .  I t  was some t ime l a , t e r .  

Q Yes, I unders tand t h a t .  

A. A s  f a r  a s  Colonel  HENDERSON was concerned,  c e r t a i n -
l y  no comments were made t o  me by him. I d i d  have some conver-
s a t i o n s  w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON concern ing  PSYOP and what he 
wanted t o  do and s o  on,  b u t  c e r t a i n l y  t h e r e  was no adverse  corn-
ment made concern ing  Capta in  GOUZOULES. I n  f a c t ,  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  
remember a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  I asked f o r  Cap ta in  GOUZOULES t o  cone 
up t o  d i v i s i o n  whether  it was Colonel  BEKDERSON o r  n o t  a t  t h e  
b r i g a d e .  But I t h i n k  he  s a i d  'yes" I cou ld  have him p rov id ing  
they  g o t  an a d e q u a ~ ereplacemenr .  

& 90 you r e c a l l  any conve r sa t ions  w i t h  Major CALHOUN 
who w a s  t h e  XO--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, I d o n ' t  even r ecogn ize  t h a t  gent-
leman's  name. 

Q .  Se 'was  t h e  S3 and e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  of ,Task Force 
Barker .  

A,  NO,  s i r ,  I c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t .  

Q b  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of a complaint  made by
t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  of Ouang Ngai Province ,  Colonel  K H I E N  t o  
Colonel  TOAN, t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  of  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  
t h a t  was unfavorab le  t o  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  i n  some way cri-
t i c a l ,  and it c r e a t e d  a l i t t l e  f l a p .  and Colone l  ANISTRANSRI 
was involved  i n  some problems o f  r e l a t i o n s  p o s s i b l y  i nvo lv ing  
Colonel  G U I N N ,  and M r .  MAY down a t  p rov ince  adv i so ry  team? 
Does t h i s  r i n g  a b e l l ?  

A. S t r i c t l y  h e a r s a y ,  s i r ,  and I d i d  h e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  
was a d i f f e r e n c e  of op in ion  wi th- - s ince  you mention Colonel  
G U I N N ' s  name, h i s  name was mentioned. And M r .  MAY, I remember 
t h e r e  was--Colonel ANISTRANSKI d i d  s a y  he w a s  going o f f  down 
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t h e r e ' o n e  t i m e  to--1 f o r g e t  what h i s  wording was-- t o  smoke 
t h e  peace p ipe  o r  something as t h a t ,  t o  s e e  what t h e  problem 
was, o r  something. I can ' t .  r ezer r le r  h i s  a c t u a l  word.s. But 
he i n d i c a t e d  t o  me t h a t  maybe t h e r e  was some d i s s e n t i o n  t h a t  

.he  was, going down t o  t r y  anu s q u a r e  away s o  that-- .  c . .  

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Any i n d i c a t i o n  of  t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  
1 

problem? C.3a3 

A .  No, sir .  I w a s  n o t  t a k e n  i n t o  t h e  conf idence  o f  
Colonel  ANISTRANSKI i n  t h o s e  m a t t e r s .  Ee worked very much a s  
a l o n e r .  You might say  i t  t h a t  way. 

10: I have t h r e e  documents t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  have 
e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record ,  One i s  t h e  monthly PSYOP r e p o r t  f o r  
the p e r i c d  of 0 1  t o  31 Naxch, 1968 from t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n  t o  
CG, 111 MAF. 

RCDR: This  document i s  e n t e r e d  i n  t o  t h e  r e c o r d  and mark-
ed E x h i b i t  R-19 .  

I0 : I have ano the r  document da t ed  31 March 196 8 ,  s u b j e c t :  
Report of  POLWAR A c t i v i t y  addressed  t o  t h e  Coamanding Genera l ,  
2d I n f a n t r y  Di.v'ision, ARVN, a t t e n t i o n :  G 5  Advisors ,  Quang Ngai, 
RVN from Headquar ters  America1 Div i s ion .  

RCCR: Th i s  r e p o r t  was e n t e r e d  i n t o  the '  r e c o r d  and was 
marked as E x h i b i t  R - 2 0 .  

10: I have a n c t h e r  e x t r a c t  which has  a l r e a d y  been e n t e r e d  
i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  a s  E x h i b i t  M-51. I would l i lce t o  r e f e r  t h e s e  
documents t o  you, Colonel  HOLTOM, t o  s e e  i f  you r ecogn ize  t h e s e  
6ocumer.t.s. 

A .  Yes, s i r .  This  i s  t h e  r o u t i n e  r e p o r t  s e n t  . in every  
mon.th. I d r a f t e d  t h e  message. 

Q a This  e x h i b i t ,  1 be . l i eve ,  w i l l  show--not t h a t  one , b u t  
t h e  one you were r e f e r r i n q  to - -wi l l  back up your  p r e v i c u s  t e s t -
imony which i n d i c a t e d  your  working r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  GVfi and 
t h e  AEVN, s o  t h a t  your--

A .  ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, s i r ,  t h i s  was something t h a t  t hey  
had 
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r eques t ed  sometime as a r e s u l t  of  a meet ing which was--this  m e e t -
i n g  w a s  h e l d  sometime back in--I guess  it was 1967. And they  had 
r eques t ed  t h a t  w e  send t o  them every 2 weeks a  n a r r a t i v e  o r  
a summary of propaganda t h a t  was d-isseminated under t h e s e  va r ious  
head ings ,  enemy, c i v i l i a n  popu la t ion  a n d . s o  on. This was a  per-  
i o d i c  r e p o r t ,  and I b e l i e v e  I submi t t ed  t h i s .  I n  f a c t ,  though 
I d o n ' t  see my name on it, I r ecogn ize  it very  r e a d i l y  a s - - t h i s  
is  a r e p o r t  t h a t  I s e n t  every 2 weeks down t o  t h e  2d Div i s ion .  

Q e  
 The n e x t  E x h i b i t  M-51 i s  t h e  l a y o u t .  This  document 
came from Headquar te rs ,  I11 MAF. But I b e l i e v e ,  looking  a t  where 
t h e  l e a f l e t  drops were made i n  th,e r i g h t  column, t h e  s u b j e c t  o r  
the theme i s  more o r  l e s s  f a i r l y  w e l l  i n d i c a t i v e  of t h e  e f f o r t  
be ing  made t o  g e t  t h e  people  o u t  of t h e  a r e a .  

A. I recognize  t h o s e  l e a f l e t  numbers and b r o a d c a s t s .  
Genera l ly  i t s  p r e t t y  s h o r t .  I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e  a l s o  t h e r e  
were--this  i s  no th ing  more than  a r e s u l t  of r e q u e s t s  t h a t  we 
had c a l l e d  for--dissemination i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  and I--
t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  I ' m  s u r e  i s  r e a d i l y  o b t a i n a b l e  by t h o s e  r eco rds  
i n  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  r i g h t  now because w e  have day by day 
l i s t i n g s  t h e r e  o f  every l e a f l e t  and every  b r o a d c a s t  t h a t  was i n  
f a c t  d i ssemina ted  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  I have no reason t o  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  p rope r ly  done. I c e r t a i n l y  recognize  t h e  l e a f -  
l e t  numbers and t h e  t a p e  numbers t h a t  w e  g o t  t h e r e .  

Q Fine .  I used t h e s e  j u s t  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  p o i n t s  
which I t h i n k  you have r a i s e d  p r e v i o u s l y  i-n your  t es t imony.  
Colonel  ARMSTRONG, do you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

COL ARMSTRONG: No, s i r ,  I do n o t .  

10: One o f  t h e  p o i n t s  which would be  h e l p f u l  i s  t o  f i n d  
o u t  i f  from a t  your  l e v e l  a t  d i v i s i o n ,  ycu knew o r  had a  hand i n  
t h e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  of t h e  PSYOP e f f o r t  i n  s u p p o r t  of Task Force 
Barker ,  t o  i n t e g r a t e  t h e  PSYOP o p e r a t i o n  and t h e  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  
o p e r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  t a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  I ' d  be h o n e s t  i n  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h i s - - a t  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  t ime I was--PSYOP vas- - i f  I can t r y  and g e t  t h e  i m -
p r e s s i o n  a c r o s s  t o  you,  s i r ,  t h a t  PSYOP was l i k e  t h e  b a s t a r d  
c h i l d  a t  t h a t  t ime .  They were l e f t  o u t  i n  t h e  c o l d ,  and t h i s  
was one t h i n g  t h a t  I was very concerned & o u t  when I f i r s t  g o t  
t h e r e .  This  s o r t  o f  t h i n g  was a lmost  done a s - - s o r t  o f . b e c a u s e  
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tl1ey' had t o  do it type t h i n g ,  rather thvn  t h e y  thought  i 'c  cou ld  
ach ieve  some s i g n i f i c a n t  ?ur$ose. It took 2Sc~ l tC n c ~ t h sto 
f i n a l l y  make t h i s  changeover h i t h i n  the d i v i s i o n ,  Aild as I say, 
by about  my l a s t  6 months I f e l t  w e  were r e a l l y  getting some 
s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s u l t s .  C h  

c,:r p
But .I am p r e t t y  c e r t a i l ~ ,s i r ,  wher*  L say  t h a t  the aS3

conduct  of any of t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  p r i o r  t o  about  Jane  of 1963, 
t h e r e  was no l i a i s o n ,  i2o coordian.tedeffort made to i n s u r e  t h a t  
these t h i n g s  were p r o g r e s s i v e  o r  planned p r i u r  t o  an o p e r a t i o n ,  
o r  in con junc t ion  w i t h  an o p e r a t i o n .  T h i s  t y p e. - o f  t h i n g  was 
merely a fol low-up = A11 peris\3i-r: t y p e  c?is-tr.i.zu%.ic-rli n  aE a.?rea 
w a s  j u s t  a s  u. m a t t e r  of r o u t i n e .  I certainly had ilo knowledge 
for exarilple, t h a t  t h e r e  was going t n  be an operat ic .?  con6ucted 
a t  a c e r t a i n  t i m e  and t h a t  w e  wanted. t o  disseml.nate propaganda 
t o  l e a d  7 . q  t o  it. 

This  t ype  of d i ssemina . t ionp  s i x ,  th3se  are what w e  
c a l l  ou r  s tand-ard l e a f l e t s ,  7 7 2 4 2  and everyoile o f  t h e s e  t a p e s  
was a p re reco rdsd  t a p e  t h a t  d i d  j u s t  amplify t h e  theme t h a t  i s  
i n  t h i s  t i t l e :  S i ~ r r e n d e rt? t h e  Just Cause of the CI-V31, T h a t  
same 'cape ,could have been used ir ,  Son T. i r ,h ,  c r  Finh  Snn,  o r  
anywhere e l s e ,  because i-t d i d n ' t  tall, &out citizens of Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t  o r  something l i k e  t h z t .  

A s  we developed o x  propaganda and 3s xe, I t h i n k ,  
g o t  b e t t e r  i n  this program towards t h e  an8  of ruy t o u r  a v e r  t h e r e ,  
then I t h i n k  t h e  propaganda became f a r  more s p e c i f i c  and I 
t h i n k  f a r  more a p p r o p r i a t e .  T h i s  t ype  of d i s s o n i n a t i o n ,  s i r .  
was,  I t h i n k ,  j u s t  a r ~ u ' i i r r etype of dissemination that was 
made i n  t h a t  a r e a  as part;  of  o m  ove:ra l l  2 r q r a m  wi thou t  r e f -
e r e n c e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h e r e  was o r  was n o t  goi.ng t o  be an op-
eration conducted,  

Q. : I t  would have been colnpletely d ivo rced  from the 
opera t i -on?  

A .  Yes, sir .  

Q I'c could have been run from Saigon f ~ o nwhat youqre 
t e l l i n g  m e ,  u n t i l  you b r i n g  down t o  r e a l l y  focusj-ng upon themes 
and media for s p e c i f i c  l o c a l e s  and s p z c i f i c- purpcses .  

A .  T h a t qs e x a c t l y  w h a t ' s  wrong wi th  t h a t  PSYOP program 
ove r  there ,  
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Q- Colonel HOLTOM, you've been q u i t e  h e l p f u l  t o  us t h i s '  
morning, and w e  apprec ia te  very much you coming i n  from Europe 
t o  t e s t i f y  here .  I t  i s  conceivable  t h a t ,  based upon what we've 
talked about here t h i s  morning. you may have o t h e r  thoughts  come 
t o  mind. I f  you do, we'd apprec ia te  very much you g e t t i n g  i n  
touch wi th  us.  I n  add i t ion  we would l i k e  t o  have those samples 
of t h e  propaganda which you may have. I would a l s o  go beyond 
t h a t  t o  say any o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  you might have i n  terms 
of o r d e r s ,  o r  PSYOP SOP 'S ,  o r  anything of t h a t  n a t u r e ,  which 
i n  your judgment would be of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us i n  t h i s  inqu i ry .  
I ' l l  g ive  you an oppor tuni ty  t o  ask any ques t ions  t h a t  you 
would l i k e  t o  o r ,  i f  you c a r e  t o ,  t o  e n t e r  a s ta tement  i n t o  
t h e  record.  

A. A s  f a r  a s  the  information i s  concerned, do you 
happen t o  have t h e  copies  of t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  were submit ted 
t o  both USARV and MAF? I b e l i e v e  t h e  USARV r e p o r t  was t h e  
o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t  of l e s son  l ea rned ,  psychologica l  ope ra t ions  
annex, and t h e  111 MAE' r e p o r t  was, I b e l i e v e  a t  t h a t  t ime,  a 
q u a r t e r l y  r e p o r t  of PSYOP a c t i v i t i e s .  These were q u i t e  de- 
t a i l e d  r e p o r t s ,  and they included examples o r  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  
l i s t i n g s  of a l l  t h e  propaganda t h a t  we had d i s t r i b u t e d  during 
t h a t  previous q u a r t e r .  

Q. Was it i n  t h e  q u a r t e r l y  r e p o r t  o r  your b iannual  
r e p o r t ?  

A. S i r ,  t h e s e  were q u a r t e r l y  r e p o r t s  and the-- 

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  The q u a r t e r l y  r e p o r t  of lessons  
learned?  

A. Y e s ,  sir .  

Q *  QRLL 's? 

A. That would be t h e  t i t l e  of t h e  USARV r e p o r t  and 
t h e r e  was a s e p a r a t e  one t h a t  I used t o  make t h e  I11 MAF i n  
s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  time frame. I n  o t h e r  words, I t h i n k  t h e  
USARV was March, June and s o  on, and I t h i n k  t h e  I11 MAF one 
was a February,  A p r i l  type th ing .  But it was a l s o  a  q u a r t e r l y  
r e p o r t ,  and t h e s e  were q u i t e  d e t a i l e d  r e p o r t s  t h a t  we used 
t o  make t o  t h e  PSYOP annex. They d i d  c o n t a i n  a t e r r i f i c  
amount of informat ion  and ever  s i n c e  I saw t h a t  name Mus- 
c a t i n e  aga in ,  back i n  here  t h i s  morning, L know t h e r e  was 
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q u i t e  an e l a b o r a t e  w r i t e  up concerning what propaganda 
w a s  i n  f a c t  d i ssemina ted  i n  s u p p o r t  of  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q We have some of  t h e  q u a r t e r l y  r e p o r t s .  We 
picked up eve ry th ing  we could  from t h e  America1 Div i s ion .  
We picked up e v e r y t h i n g  w e  cou ld  from I11 MAF, and from 
MACV, and USARV, s o  it i s  conce ivab le  a t  t h e  moment we 
have n o t  focused uopn t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a s p e c t  of it. We ' l l  
t a k e  a look a t  it and s e e  what we do have. 

A. I know t h e r e  was a f i l i n g  c a b i n e t  back t h e r e  
i n  t h e  PSYOP shop t h a t  I l e f t  t h a t  had j u s t  about  t h e  whole 
y e a r  of  1968 i n  t o t a l ,  comple te ly ,  t h e  examples of  a l l  t h e  
propaganda, and s o  on. 

Q- We w e r e  q u i t e  d i s a p p o i n t e d ,  very f r a n k l y ,  i n  t h e  
America1 Div i s ion  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  s o  much o f  t h e s e  o l d  
r eco rds  had been e i t h e r  r e t i r e d  o r  des t roy?d ,  and a s  a con-
sequence--we d i d  q u i t e  a  b i t  of  good, b u t  we d i d n ' t  do a s  
much good a s  we could  have done. Do you have anyth ing  e l s e ?  

A. No, s ir .  

(A l e t t e r ,  s u b j e c t :  "Report  of t h e  A l l i e d  
Ope-ration of  1 6  March 1968, " from MR LUYEN, Son My V i l l a g e  
c h i e f ,  t o  t h e  Son Tinh. D i s t r i c t .  c h i e f ,  d a t e d  22  March 1968, 
which had been found i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  f i l e s  on 5 .Ja-nuary 
1970, was r ece ived  i n t o  ev idence  and marked as E x h i b i t  M-49.) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1000 h o u r s ,  24 
January  19 70. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : JARRETT, C l a r e n c e  H .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 26 Janua ry  19 70 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Second L i e u t e n a n t ,  
P r o j e c t  O f f i c e r ,  G5, America1 D i v i s i o n .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  worked f o r  Co lone l  ANISTRANSKI 
and t h a t  h i s  job  was c o o r d i n a t i o n  between d i v i s i o n  l e v e l  and 
S 5 ' s  (pg .  3 )  . H i s  c o n t a c t  a t  t h e  1 1 t h  Br iqade  was Cap ta in  
KESHEL; a t  t h e  29th  C i v i l  A f f a i r s  Company w e r e  C a p t a i n  WATSON, 

L i e u t e n a n t  ANDERSON, and L i e u t e n a n t  FARLESS ; and a t  4 / 3 ,  
Task Force  B a r k e r ,  was C a p t a i n  Gouzoules (pg. 4 ) .  H e  was n o t  
f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n  o f  Task Force  Barke r ,  
o r  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
a t t e n d  t h e  TOC b r i e f i n g s  and knew n o t h i n g  o f  any a v i a t o r ' s  
r e p o r t s  (pg.  7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see any o f  t h e  VC propaganda 
connec ted  w i t h  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pgs .  7 ,  8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  h e a r  
o f  t h e  r e p o r t s  made t o  t h e  Son Tinh ~ i s t r i c tChief  (pg.  91 ,  
and d i d  n o t  know t h a t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  was b e i n g  i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  
a l t h o u g h  h e  would have hand led  any c l o s e - h o l d  r e p o r t s  on the 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i f  t h e y  came i n  (pg.  11). H e  d i d  n o t  know o f  
any c o m p l a i n t s  by Chapla in  LEWIS (pg. 1 2 ) a r d d i d  n o t  h e a r  any 
rumors on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  1 6 ,  2 1 ) .  H e  w a s  n o t  aware 
o f  any l e t t e r  s e n t  t o  ANISTRANSKI by Co lone l  TOAN (pg.  ' 1 9 ) .  
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NUMCEK DI:SCIIIPllION NOTES---. --- ---------- --------
America1 N e w s  S h e e t ,  W i t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l i  

4 - 2 2  17 ,Mar 6 8  r e a d i n g  it. 
VC propaganda l e a f l e t ,  W i t  had n x s e e n  

M-r F M a r . 8  it b e f o r e .  

HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  w i t h  W i t  had n o t  s e e n  

i n c l o s u r e s .  i t  b e f o r e .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a-t  1545 h o u r s ,  26 January 
1970.) 


10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo1.lowing named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL ARPISTRONG, and M A J  LYNN. . 

S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  C la rence  H .  JARRETT. 

(MR JARRETT was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as foll-ows :) 

M r .  JARFETT,  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  would 'you p l e a s e  s t a t e  
your  f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and r e s i d e n c e .  

A. S i r ,  my name i s  Cl-arence H .  JARRETT, a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  
t i m e  I ' m  a s t u d e n t ,  a n d  I l i v e  i n  Orlando,  F l o r i d a .  

I0: M r .  JARRETT,  have you had an opportunity t o  read 
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  (Exhibit M-57 j 3 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I have.  

Q- Do you unders tand  them o r  have any q u e s t i o n s  con- 
c e r n i n g  them? 

&. On my l e f t  i s  M r .  IWCCPATE, who i s  c i v i l i a n  a t t o r -  
ney. He has  vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  
Army t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  t o  p rov ide  l e g a l  
counse l  t o  m e  and o t h e r  members of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  team. 
On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel  ARMSTRONG, who has  been d e s i g n a t e d  by 
General  WESTMORELAND1s o f f i c e  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  
E i t h e r  M r .  PACCRATE o r  Colonel  AYMSTRONG 2s well a s  myself 
may addres s  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you t h i s  a f t e r n o o n .  W e  have o t h e r  
groups such  a s  t h i s  t h a t  are t a k i n q  tes t imony from o t h e r  i n d i -  
v i d u a l s .  When we f i n a l l y  f j n i s h ,  it w i l l  be m17 t a s k  t o  assemble 
a r e p o r t ,  weigh t h e  ev idence ,  and t o  d e t e r n i n e  t h e  f i n d i n g s  and 
recommendations. For your i n f o r m a t i o n ,  I l m  d i r e c t i n g  m i l i -
t a r y  pe r sonne l  who appear  b e f o r e  t h i s  i n q u i r y  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  
t h e i r  t es t imony w i t h  o t h e r s .  You, be ing  a c i v i l i a n ,  I cannot  
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so d i r e c t ,  b u t  I would r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your  t es t i -
mony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t -
nesses '  be fo re  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  as may be  neces sa ry  
i n  t h e  appearance b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  
o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. I use  t h i q  t e r m  l e g i s l a t i v e  because 
t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  you may be r eques t ed  t o  appear  
b e f o r e  one of  t h e  Congress iona l  comrnit t e e s  . S p e c i f i c a l l y  , it 
i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you might be  asked t o  appear  b e f o r e  t h e  i n -
ves  t i g a t i o n  subcommittee of t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee. 

fx- J

I n  which e v e n t ,  your t es t imony he re  would i n  no way p rec lude  
.'5 

you appear ing  and t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  such a body. To my know-
l e d g e  you have n o t  been c i t e d  o r  cau t ioned  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  3 2  
judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e  of  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  
v. Ca l l ey .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Offhand,  I see no r ea son  why you shou ld  be  s o  
c i t e d ,  b u t  i f  you are s o  c i t e d  o r  cau t ioned ,  t h e  tes t imony 
h e r e  would i n  no way a f f e c t  o r  change t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o r  
e f f e c t  of any o r d e r  which may be g iven  by t h e  . n i l i t a r y  judge 
i n  t h a t  ca se  o r  i n  any of  t h e  o t h e r  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  
c a s e s  which may develop from t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t .  Do you 
have any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  tiine? 

A .  N O ,  s i r .  

Q M r .  JXRRETT, would you i n d i c a t e  your du ty  a s s ign -
ment w i t h  the  ~ m e r i c a lD i v i s i o n ,  when you toolc t h e  ass ignment  
and depa r t ed  t h e  ass ignment ,  and what o t h e r  ass ignment  you 
may have had w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  and a l s o  your g r a d e ,  p l e a s e ,  
a t ,  t h a t  t ime.  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  I was a second l i e u t e n a n t  when I jo ined  
t h e  1st Squadron, 1st  Cava l ry ,  1st  Armored Div i s ion  a t  F o r t  
Hood, Texas i n  August 1967. I was ass igned '  t h e r e  a s  t h e  55 
of t h e  squadron.  We went t o  Vietnam i n  August' and a t  t h a t  
t i m e  it was Task Force Oregon. We jo ined  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  which 
l a t e r  became t h e  America1 Div i s ion .  On 1 March 1968,  o r  
t h e  l a t t e r  week of February,  I was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  America1 
Div i s ion  G 5  a s  t h e  p r o j e c t  o f f i c e r .  I se rved  t h e r e  u n t i l  I 
came home i n  August 1968. 

Q a Approximately ano the r  6 months, t hen?  

2 
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' A. Four and a h a l f ,  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q A l l  ' r i g h t ,  f i r e .  We're looking  i n t o  t h e  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  and t h e  review and t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of t h e  s o - c a l l e d  My 
La i  i n c i d e n t  of  1 6  March 1968. The i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f  became a 
m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge 4 t o  5 months ago i n  l a t e r  Septem-
b e r ,  e a r l y  October 1969. S ince  t h a t  t ime have you had any 
d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  any of t h e  people  from headqua r t e r s  of  t h e  
Americal D iv i s ion  o r  from t h e  Americal D iv i s ion  concerning" 
t h e  i n c i d e n t  o r  concerning any of t h e  r e p o r t s  o r  reviews 
o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of i t ?  

A. I a t e  lunch w i t h  Capta in  GOUZOULES . He was i n  
h e r e  p r i o r  t o  myself .  He 's  t h e  o n l y  person  I t a l k e d  t o  t h a t  
had any connec t ions .  

Q a Yes, and what d i d  you t a l k  about  w i th  Capta in
GOUZOULES? 

A. J u s t  about people  we knew a t  t h e  t i m e  and i n  no 
way t h a t  I know connected w i t h  t h i s ,  i n c i d e n t .  

Did you t a l k  t o  any o t h e r s ?  

A. No, s ir .  T h a t ' s  t h e  only  person .  

Q A l l ,  r i g h t ,  f i n e .  Now, you' i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you
jo ined  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  headqua r t e r s  i'n t h e  G5 s e c t i o n  
i n  e i t h e r  l a t e  February o r  e a r l y  March. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q And your job was t h a t  of  a  p r o j e c t  o f f i c e r .  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Would you d e s c r i b e  your f u n c t i o n  f o r  us?  

A .  Well ,  I mainly made c o o r d i n a t i o n  between d i v i s i o n  
l e v e l  and b a t t a l i o n ,  b r igade  l e v e l  S 5 ' s .  I was o u t  i n  t h e  
f i e l d '  q u i t e  a b i t  and making l i a i s o n  between them, d i f f e r e n t  
u n i t s .  I d i d n ' t  g e t  down t o  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade a s  much a s  I 
should  have.  They were new and t h e y  w e r e n t t  t h a t  w e l l  organ-
i z e d  a t  t h e  t ime .  I went t o  Duc Pho s e v e r a l  t i m e s .  I never  
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' g o t .  i n  t h e  My L a i  a r e a  p e r s o n a l l y .  Quang Ngai i s  t h e  c l o s e s t  
I e v e r  g o t  t o  My La i .  

Q Who d i d  you work w i t h  i n  t h e .  11 th  Brigade? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  was a Captain  KESHEL' who was t h e  S5, g I 

and h e  had a  1 , i eu t enan t .  I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name, a f i r s t  !A 
l i e u t e n a n t  t h a t  worked under him. And t h e n  t h e r e  w a s  a Capta in  -5 

WATSON who w a s  w i th  t h e  4 th  P la toon  from 29th CA Company, and e.2 
he  was a l s o  a t  Duc Pho. He was q u i t e  a c t i v e  i n  t h a t  f i e l d .  

Q e  D i d  you work w i t h  any of t h e  b a t t a l i o n s  under t h e  
l l t h  Brigade such a s  t h e  4/3, t h e  3/1, t h e  1/20 and l a t e r  t h e  
4/21? 

A. Capta in  GOUZOULES w a s  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  q u i t e  a few 
t i m e s .  H e  made f r e q u e n t  c a l l s  i n  t h e  G5 o f f i c e ,  b u t  I never  
g o t  o u t  .to s e e  him. 

Q Did you e v e r  v i s i t  Task Force Barker  a t  LZ D o t t i e ?  
. . 

A. No, s i r .  I never  d i d .  

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you went t o  Quang Ngai C i ty
p e r i o d i c a l l y .  Who d i d  you t a l k  t o  t h e r e ?  

A .  It w a s  a L ieu tenan t  ANDERSON.' He was wi th  t h e  
29 th  C i v i l  A f f a i r s  Company a t  Quang Ngai, a n d ' I  b e l i e v e  i t  
w a s  L i eu t enan t  FARLESS who was down t h e r e  f o r  a l i t t l e  wh i l e .  
H e  was w i t h  t h e  29th a l s o  a t  Quang Ngai. 

Q Where d i d  t h e  29th  work? Was it a whole company 
o r  j u s t  a detachment? 

A. I t ' s  a company based i n  Danang and t h e y  have 
d i f f e r e n t  p l a t o o n s  a l l  over  I Corps. They had one p l a t o o n  
based  down i n  Duc Pho which j u s t  s t a y e d  i n  t h e  immediate 
a r e a .  
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Q I n  Duc Pho? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  They had one o t h e r  p l a t o o n  o r  detach-
ment of  a p l a toon  which c c n s i s t e d  of about  t h r e e  o r  fou r  men 
t h a t  were i n  Quang Ngai C i t y  and worked i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

Who headed t h a t ?Q 

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s  L i e u t e n a n t  ANDERSON. 

Q ANDERSON. 

A .  Y e s ,  sir. H e  w a s  w i t h  A I S  p r i o r  t o  going over  
t h e r e .  

Q Y e s .  

A .  A s  f a r  as working,  t hey  worked w i t h  people  a s s igned  
a t  t h e  prov ince  headqua r t e r s .  They had s e v e r a l  r e fugee  teams.  
I d o n ' t  remember who h.andled t h o s e ,  but L n~adeq u i t e  a few 
c o n t a c t s  w i th  them. 

Q Were you awa-re of t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a Task Force 
Barker? 

A. Y e s .  

Q e 
Were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n  i n t o  t h i s  

area of Son T i n h  Province c a l l e d  Son My vil ' lage on 16 March? 

A .  No, s i r .  The only t h i n g  I knew about  it was when 
t h e  ROK Marines moved o u t ,  t hey  b a s i c a l l y  moved i n .  I know 
it was a rough a r e a  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  working i n ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  
know anyth ing  about  any o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  they  w e r e  performing 
a t  the t ime .  I knew t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  t hey  were working 
i n .  

Q Do you remember t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  they  
conducted,  t h e  one on t h e  1 6 t h .  According t o  t h e  l o g s  which 
w e  have a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s ,  Task Force Barker  t h a t  day r e p o r t e d  
128 enemy K I A ,  2 U . S .  K I A ,  11 U.S. WIA,  and 3 enemy weapons cap-
t u r e d .  D o  you remember t h o s e  s t a t i s t i c s ?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing  t h a t  l a r g e  i n  
body count .  Colonel  ANISTRANSKI, who I worked f o r ,  was i n  
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t h e  TOC every n i g h t  and went t o  a l l  t h e  b r i e f i n g s ,  and what b>.e 

h e  t o l d  m e  i s  what I g o t  from t h e  r e s t  of t h e  d i v i s i o n .  Now FJ 

r e a l l y ,  it  could  have very w e l l  happened. I never  would have 
known about it r i g h t  t hen .  I t r i e d  t o  keep up w i t h  t h e  1/1 
Cav a s  w e l l  a s  I could  because t h a t  was my home u n i t .  

Q. Did Colonel  ANISTRANSKI have meetings of h i s  
o f f i c e r  s e c t i o n ' h e a d s  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  them t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h e  
b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  A t  l e a s t  once a day,  normal ly  tw ice .  

Q, Did they  have ano the r  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  f o r  j un io r
o f f i c e r s  and s o  on? 

A. No, s ir .  They were a l l  t o g e t h e r .  

Q Well ,  b u t  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  ano the r  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  of 
Lesse r - l i gh t s  i n  t h e  TOC t o  keep everybody i r ,  t h e  headqua r t e r s  
r e a l l y  a b r e a s t .  

A. I never  went t o  one i n  t h e  TOC. They may have had 
one j u s t  among t h e  G 3 ,  G 2 ,  pe r sonne l .  Colonel  ANISTRANSKI 
went t o  every  b r i e f i n g  and came back and b r i e f e d  u s .  

Q Were you e v e r  aware t h a t  one of t h e  a v i a t o r s  who 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a n . o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h i s  a r e a  had r e p o r t e d  through 
h i s  channels  a s  having a d i f f i c u l t  t ime wi th  some American 
f o r c e s  down t h e r e  on about  15  o r  16 March? 

A. No, sir.  

Q Did you h e a r  an a v i a t o r  r e p o r t i n g  anyth ing?  

A. ., No, s ir .  W e  had a few minor inci 'dents, .  I .know 
one where a grenade landed i n  one of t h e  ~ i e t n a m e s eboats.and 
i n j u r e d  o r  k i l l e d  a t  l e a s t  one l i t t l e  g i r l  and i n j u r e d  ano the r .  
Th i s  was l o c a l l y ,  j u s t  o f f  t h e  c o a s t .  

Q- Yes. But you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any r e p o r t  by one of  
t h e  p i l o t s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  he  saw q u i t e  a few c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  
down i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. No. 
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Q 9 Did you e v e r ,  i n  your c a p a c i t y  a s  a p r o j e c t  o f f i c e r ,  
' d i d  you e v e r  s e e  any VC propaganda? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I r ead  q u i t e  a S i t  of i t  o r  had it i n -
t e r p r e t e d  f o r  me. 

Q Th i s  i s  a t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  some 'VC propaganda which 
was b r o a d c a s t  and recorded  and t h e n  typed  o u t .  Th i s  c o n s i s t s  
of two pages ,  and I would ask i f  you have e v e r  s een  t h i s  p i e c e  
of propaganda ( E x h i b i t  R-1) ? 

(The w i t n e s s  r ece ived  and reviewed t h e  document.) 

A.  With t h e  excep t ion  of t h e  second page,  I ' v e  seen 
it i n  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  p i e c e s  of propaganda. 

Q You've seen  t h i s  s o r t  of  b road  sweeping k ind  of  
t h i n g  t h a t  shows up i n  t h e  f i r s t  page. 

A. J u s t  t3  3.nd r i g h t  zftn: t h e  Tet c f f e n s i v e  
of  1968 t h e r e  was a l o t  of t h i s  going around.  

Q Y e s .  

A. And I ' v e  seen t h e  same t h i n g  on t h e  second page 
d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  c a s i l a l t i e s  t h e  Americans took i n  t h e  T e t  o f f en -
s i v e ,  b u t  I h a v e n ' t  r ead  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  paragraph .  

Q You haven ' t  seen  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t  which i s  more 
o r  less an a l l e g a t i o n  of what American f o r c e s  d i d ?  

A .  I ' v e  never  seen  anyth ing  documented t h i s  w e l l ,  
as f a r  as  any th ing  we've done. 

Q T o  your  knowledge, t h e n ,  you h a v e n ' t  s een  t h a t  
p i e c e  of paper  o r  heard  anyth ing  such as t h a t ?  D i d  you 
e v e r  h e a r  of any propaganda coming o u t  of t h e r e  which in-
d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  VC xan ted  t o  t a k e  revenge f o r  something 
t h a t  might have happened t h e r e ?  They mignt have been us ing  
arm bands o r  t h i n g s  t o  p u t  on t h e i r  j a c k e t s ,  s l o g a n s ,  p o s t e r s ,  
and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. No, s ir ,  n o t  i n  t h e  way of revenge s o  much. We 
p i cked  up q u i t e  a b i t  of propaganda. here w a s  a d i s t r i c t  
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c h i e f ' s  headqua r t e r s  j u s t  o u t s i d e  of  Chu L a i ,  and I can remem-
b e r  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  c h i e f ' s  name b u t  I c a n ' t  remember t h e  name 
of  t h e  headqua r t e r s .  I t  was Dai-Uy DUC who was t h e  d i s t r i c t  
c h i e f .  They had a very s e r i o u s  a t t a c k  and it r e s u l t e d  i n  a 
l o t  o f  enemy k i l l e d .  I c a n ' t  remember t h e  e x a c t  number b u t  
it was q u i t e  a few. A l o t  of propaganda come o u t  about t h i s  
and from t h e i r  propaganda it was a v i c t o r y  f o r  them. And 

' t h e r e  was a good b i t  of t h i s  c i r c u l . a t i n g  aroun'd t h a t  a r e a .  
But I ' v e  never  s e e n  anyth ing  q u i t e  l i k e  t h i s .  

a1 a. Yes, f i n e .  Did you e v e r  h e a r  of a n o t i c e  o r  a bJ 
proc lamat ion  i s s u e d  by t h e  Quang Ngai Na t iona l  L i b e r a t i o n  
F ron t  Committee? 

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Never hea rd  of  i t ?Q 

A. No, sir. The on ly  t h i n g  i n  t h e  way of a pro-
c lamat ion  was t h e  day t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e  broke o u t  i n  t h e  
l o c a l  a r e a ,  I picked up a couple  of  l e a f l e t s  J e c l a r i n g  t h a t  
t h e  Saigon government had been over thrown,  and t h e  Peop le ' s  
L i b e r a t i o n  Front  had taken  c o n t r o l  of t h e  count ry .  But 
t h i s  was more o r  l e s s  g e n e r a l ;  it w a s n ' t  narrowed down t o  
any one prov ince .  

Q .  Was t h i s  Na t iona l  L i b e r a t i o n  F r o n t  Comrni t t e e  
of  Quang Ngai a p r e t t y  s t r o n g  o u t f i t ?  

. A. I r e a l l y  am n o t  t h a t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  I t .  

Q W e l l ,  how d i d  they  sound? Were t h e y  p r e t t y  a c t i v e  
as f a r  a s  Quang Ngai i s  ,concerned? 

A. They were p u t t i n g  o u t  a l o t  of propaganda.  

Q .  .. A t  l e a s t  t hey  were do ing  a l o t  of  t , a lk ing? ,  . 

A. Yes. 

Q O r  a d v e r t i s i n g ?  

A .  And they  had t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  p r i n t  m a t e r i a l  
which i s  something. 
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Q 0 I have h e r e  a copy of t h i s  p roc l ama t ion ,  which 
was i s s u e d  on 2 8  March. We have it e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  
as E x h i b i t  M - 3 5 .  Now, t h a t ' s  t h e  Vietnamese v e r s i o n .  I ' d  
l i k e  you t o  t a k e  a loolc a t  t h a t  before you look a t  t h e  t r a n s -
l a t i o n  t o  s e e  i f  you've s e s n  anyth ing  t h a t  was made up i n  t h i s  
k i n d  of format .  You ' l l  n o t i c e  i t ' s  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  pages long .  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  s e e i n g  any th ing  t h i s  l eng thy .  
I t  was u s u a l l y  j u s t  t h e  one page. 

Q A 1 1  r i g h t .  W e l l ,  now I ' d  ask  you t o  t u r n  t o  t h e  f r o n t  
page and j u s t  t a k e  a  qu ick  g l a ~ c ea t  t h i s .  ' I t ' s  n o t  neces-
s a r y  t o  r ead  t h i s ,  b u t  j u s t  s e e  i f  you 've  seen  znyth ing  t h a t  
was made up such as t h i s .  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  r ead ing  t h i s .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  f i n e .  Did you e v e r  h e a r  of  a r e p o r t  
from a v i l l a g e  i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  t o  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  
c h i e f . o u t l i n i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  some c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d ?  

A. I never  hea rd  of any,  s i r .  

Q Did you hea r - of any compla in t s  o r  something t o  
.the e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  p e o ~ l ei n  Quang'Ngai Province were q u i t e  
u p s e t  about something t h a t  took p l a c e  down h e r e ?  

A .  No, sir.  I never  d i d  d i r e c t i y .  

Q How c l o s e  were you t o  Coionel  mISTRANSKI? 

A .  I f e l t  l i k e  we were r ' a i r l y  c l o s e ,  as f a r  a s '  a 
l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l  and a f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t  can b e .  

Q Did you e v e r  f e e l  t h a t  h e  w a s  c o n f i d i n g  i n  ycu 
as f a r  a s  r e l a t i o n s  of your G 5  s e c t i o n  w i t h  p r o v i n c e ,  and 
w i t h  t h e  d i s t r i c t s ,  and w i t h  the v a r i o u s  u n i t s .  

A. I thought  t h a t  he  would. Yes, sir. 

Q Yes. 

A .  I n  t h a t  t y p e  work y o u ' r e  n o t  e x a c t l y  t h e  most 
popu la r  person  around a d i v i s i o n  a r e a  l i k e  t h e  America1 
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D iv i s ion .  I mean they  were a l l  f i g h t e r s .  I ' d  been t r a i n e d  
th , a t  way myse l f ,  b u t  you f i n d  y o u r s e l f  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  job a l l  
of a sudden and you t r y  t o  do your b e s t .  You s t e p  on a few 

F 

t o e s  o c c a s i o n a l l y .  ti, 
C,. ' 

Q. Did you f i n d  t h a t  people  i n  the, Ame,rical Div is ion  b*.; 

were o r  w e r e  n o t  r e c e p t i v e  t o  c i v i l  . a f f a i r s  and PSYOPS, and 
t h i s  k ind  of  . a c t i v i t y ?  

A. They were very r e c e p t i v e ,  b u t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  ob-
j e c t i v e  was t h e  most impor t an t  o b j e c t i v e .  

Q Yes, w e l l ,  i s n ' t  PSYOPS p a r t  of  t h e  m i l i t a r y  ob-
j e c t i v e ?  

A. . Y e s ,  sir. 

Q PSYOPS and c i v i l  a f f a i r s .  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. I t h i n k  what y o u ' r e  t e l l i n g  m e  r e a l l y  i s  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t hey  leaned  much s t r o n g e r  t o  t h e  p u r e l y  o p e r a t i o n a l  
s i d e  t han  they  d i d  toward what w e  might r e f e r  t o  a s  t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  war. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  Of c o u r s e ,  you have t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  
way t h a t  a r e a  wa's a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  a l s o .  

Q How w a s  i t ?  

A.  P r e t t y  h o s t i l e .  

Q Did you e v e r  hea r  of a r e p o r t  which may have been 
rendered  t o  one of  the chap la ins  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  something had 
happened i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  on about  16 March? 

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q . O r  that some c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  t h e r e ?  

A. I heard  none of t h a t ,  sir.  

Q Were you e v e r  aware t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  was under 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by t h e  America1 Divison o r  by t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade? 
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A. No, I wasn- aware of i t ,  sir .  

Q O r  by ARVN o r  GVN a u t h o r i t i e s ?  

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q . Did you e v e r  s e e  such a r e p o r t ,  a r e p o r t  of  inves-
t i g a t i o n  i n .  t h e  G 5  s e c t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  I never  saw it. To my knowledge I r ead  
e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  came i n  t h e  G 5  s e c t i o n  through t h e  d i s t r i -
b u t i o n  c e n t e r .  

Q Suppose it came i n  f o r  c l o s e  hand l ing  s o  t o  speak .  
Would you have seen  i t ?  

I should  have.  Y e s ,  s i r .  I f e e l  s u r e  I would have.  

Q I f  it had come t o  Coionel  ANISTIXANSKI, you t h i n k  
you 'd  have seen  it then .  

y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Did you hea r  any d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  o f f i c e r s  
o r  the e n l i s t e d  personne l  concerning any th ing  unusual  happening? 

A .  No, s i r .  

Q Did you know Captain  M D I N A  when he  jo ined  Lhe 
G 3  s t a f f ?  

N O ,  sir-. I d i d n ' t .  

When d i d  you d e p a r t ?Q 

I depa r t ed  i n  Augusf. F i r s t  ' p a r t  o f  August 1968. 

Q- You're n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  him when he  came up arid 
became an a c t i o n  o f f i c e r .  i n  t h e  G 3  shop of t h e  America1 Divi-. 
s i o n ?  

A. No, s ir .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  M r .  JARRETT, of 
Colonel  ANISTRANSKI t e l l i n g  you about  going t o  town t o  t a l k  
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t o  Colonel  HENDERSON long  around March o r  A p r i l  1968 about 
a problem t h a t  Chaplain  LEWIS had r a i s e d  wi th  him? 

cEr:
A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. Chaplain  LEWIS and 
Colonel  ANISTRANSXI were p r ? t t y  good f r i e n d s .  They were i n  P 
t h e r e ,  i n  t h e  o f f i c e ,  a l l  t h e  t ime .  I never  h e a r d  any conver- G 
s a t i o n  t o  t h a t  e x t e n t .  

Q Think hard  about t h i s .  See i f  you can p u t  some 
p i e c e s  t o g e t h e r  f o r  u s .  Chaplain  LEWIS had r e c e i v e d  some r e -
p o r t  from someone about some unnecessary k i l l i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s  
and he spoke t o  Colonel  ANISTRANSKI about  t h i s .  Colonel  
ANISTRANSKI i n d i c a t e d  he w a s  going t o  look i n t o  it. Did 
you e v e r  h e a r  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r .  I d i d n l ' t .  

Q You have .no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Colonel  ANISTRANSKI  
t e l l i n g  you t h a t  he w a s  going down t o  speak w i t h  Colonel  
HENDERSON a t  Duc Pho? 

A.  H e  went down t h e r e  q u i t e  o f t e n ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  re-
member any reason .  

Q. Do you e v e r  remember him'  t a l k i n g  about  l end ing  
some G 5  suppor t  t o  something i n  which Task Force  Barker  was 
engaged? 

A.  No, 'sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  d i r e c t l y .  I t  may 
have happened i n  t h e  o f f i c e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q. Well,  you s a i d  j u s t  now and you s a i d  once i n  
answer t o  General  PEERS you, "didn ' t r e c a l l  d i r e c t l y .  " 
Is t h a t  j u s t  a manner of exp res s ion  o r  a r e  you d i f f e r e n t i -
a t i n g  between something you had p e r s o n a l  knowledge o f  and 
something you hea rd  only  by be ing  passed a long  t o  you,  be-
cause  we ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  e i t h e r  k ind  of i n fo rma t ion?  

A .  No, s ir .  I meant by t h a t  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  hea r  
any th ing  o r  I d o n f t  know anyth ing  by it. I t ' s  been 2 
y e a r s  and I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  o r  remember t h a t .  

Q. Well ,  we unders tand  t h a t ,  b u t  we a r e  very 
anxious  t o  t r y  and g e t  any l i t t l e  b i t s  a n d  p i e c e s  t h a t  you 
might c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h i s .  
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. A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  if it  was d u r i n g  Task Force  Barker 
o r  n o t ,  b u t  I know one t ime Capta in  GOUZOULES had some.men 
t h a t  were c o l l e c t i n g  some tu rned  i n  ammunition t h a t  had been 
found around t h e  a r e a .  And t h e r e  was an  i n c i d e n t  where t h e r e  
was an exp los ion  and four of h i s  men were k i l l e d  and s e v e r a l  
boys were i n j u r e d ,  I b e l i t v e .  I know Colonel  ANISTRANSKI 
went t o  t h a t  p e r s o n a l l y  and he  t r i e d  t o  soo the  t h i n g s  over  a s  
w e l l  a s  they  could .  It  was q u i t e  a bad scene .  And t h a t ' s  
t h e  on ly  t h i n g .  I d o n ' t  know if t h a t  was p a r t  of Task Force 
Barker  o r  n o t .  I t  was i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know i f  Bar-
k e r  was s t i l l  i n  e f f e c t  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q DO you remember about  when t h a t  occur red?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  swear t o  it. No, sir .  I d o n ' t .  It 
was somewhere a long  i n  w i t h i n  about  3 months of  t h i s  t ime ,  I 
know t h a t .  

/ 

Q Are you r e f e r r i n g  t o  Capta in  GOUZOULES? 

A .  GOUZOULES, y e s ,  sir.,' H e  w a s  t h e  S5. 

& You were r e f e r r i n g  t o  the i n c i d e n t  when about  25 
Vietnamese were k i l l e d  and 1 4  wounded i n  an ammunition ex-
p l o s i o n ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know t h e  e x a c t  number, s ir .  It was a 
p a t h  t h a t  we used o v e r  t h e r e ,  everybody was us ing  i t ,  on 
t u r n i n g  i n  ammunition t h a t  was found.  , There was a l i t t l e  re-
ward p a i d  and e v e r y t h i n g .  

Q e  Yes. 

A. Well,  t h e s e  people  responded t o  it r e a l  w e l l ,  and 
t h e r e  was a man o u t  c o l l e c t i n g  i t  and somehow t h e y  had a 
t r a i l e r  load  o f  ammunition t h e  way I unders tand  it. Some-
t h i n g  caused a c e r t a i n  i t e m  t o  go o f f .  S e v e r a l  pe.ople were 
i n j u r e d ,  s i r .  

Q a One of t h e  t h i n g s  r e l a t e d  t o  what they r e f e r r e d  
t o  as a Volunteer  Informant Program, VIP. 

A. Righ t ,  s i r .  

1 3  
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Q- When Chaplain LEWIS used t o  come around t h e  G5 
shop, d i d  he have any p a r t i c u l a r  l i n e  of problem t h a t  he kept  

. r a i s i n g ?  Were you conscious t h a t  he had one t h i n g  on h i s  
mind more than another? 

A. NO, s ir .  

Q Did he seem t.o make i t  h i s  s p e c i a l  t h i n g  t o  t a l k  
about p r o t e c t i o n  of c i v i l i a n s ?  

c. 
(.-; 
k i ;

A. Well, t h e  chapla in  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t ,  b u t  I G 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  he was any more s o  than any one e l s e  working i n  
t h a t  f i e l d .  

. Q.. Was he a t  t h e  t ime,  making s p e c i a l  complaints 
about this kind  of t h i n g  t o  Colonel ANISTRANSKI? 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o .  

&. I f  he d i d  make such a complaint t o  Colonel ANIS-
TRANSKI, t h i s  would be something t h a t  would be i n d i v i d u a l l y  
t r e a t e d  and giver: some a t t e n t i o n ,  would it not?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I .imagine s o .  

I 0  : Well, t o  p u t  th ings  i n  t h e i r  proper  pe r spec t ive ,  
you wouldn't  always know what Chaplain LEWIS and Col-one1 
ANISTRANSKI were t a l k i n g  about.  I would imagine t h a t  they 
t a l k e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  toge the r  during the  meals,  during the  
l i t t l e  s e s s i o n s  i n  the  evening before  d i n n e r ,  and s o  on, which 
some of t h i s  could be informal  and a t  t h e  same time could be 
formal d i scuss ion .  

.A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. How wel l  d i d  you know Captain KESHEL? 

A. Not very h e l l ,  s ir .  I worked wi th  him and t a lked  
t o  him on t h e  phone a l o t .  And I went down and s tayed with 
him s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  t imes.  

Q. How d i d  he and Colonel ANISTRALYSMI g e t  a long? 

A. Well, I t h i n k  he was a l i t t l e  b i t  a f r a i d  of Colo-
n e l  ANISTRANSKI and Colonel ANISTRANSKI s t ayed  on h i m ,  
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because we d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  g e t  what we wanted o u t  of Captain  
KESHEL . 
Q - What do you mean, "You d i d n ' t  g e t  what you wanted?" 
What was h i s  shortcoming? 

A .  W e l l ,  t h e y  j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  t h i n g s  done. He might 
have been a f i n e  man, b u t  he  had people  working f o r  him and w e  
had r e p o r t s  we had t o  make , to  ou r  h i g h e r  up on what happened 
d a i l y  and such ,  and we'd never  g e t  what we wanted o u t  of him 
i n  anyway t h a t  I know o f .  I mean I g o t  d i s g u s t e d .  I even had 
t o  g e t  t h e  r e p o r t s  i n  on t ime ,  and make them up,  and g a t h e r  t h e  
d a t a ;  and a l o t  of t imes  I had t o  go down t h e r e  p e r s o n a l l y  and 
j u s t  f i n d  o u t  what was going on.  Th i s  happened a number of 
t imes .  The co lone l  o c c a s i o n a l l y  would c a l l  him up and g i v e  him 
a ha rd  t i m e  abou t  it and t h i n g s  would be  okay f o r  a few days ,  
b u t  t hen  we'd b e  r i g h t  back where we s t a r t e d  from. 

Q. Did anybody e v e r  d i s c u s s  t h i s . w i t h  t h e  b r i g a d e  corn-
mander? 

A. I d o n ' t  know whether Colonel APJISTRANSKI d i d  o r  
n o t ,  s i r .  

Q - Yes. Q u i t e  obvious ly  t h a t  wouldn ' t  have been your  
p l a c e ,  would i t ?  

A. No, s i r .  I had t o  watch what I s a i d .  He was a cap-
t a i n ;  I was a f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t .  

MR MACCRATE: Well ,  Capta in  KESHEL came t o  d i v i s i o n  from t i m e  
t o  t ime ,  d i d n ' t  he? 

A. Yes, sir.  H,e d i d .  

Q. Wasn't  t h e r e  a r e g u l a r  miss ion  once a week, t h a t  . 
e i t h e r  he  o r  h i s  a s s i s t a n t  WADSWORTH would come t o  Chu.Lai  t o  
p i c k  up funds  f o r  s o l a t i u m  payments? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  b u t  t h o s e  were picked  up from t h e  G 1  o f -
f i c e .  

Q Well ,  b u t  a t  t h e  t ime they  came, d i d n ' t  one o r  t h e  
o t h e r  of them s t a y  ove rn igh t?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  They d id .  But t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  in-
. s t a n c e s  where they wouldn ' t  even come around our  o f f i c e  i f  they 
could he lp .  A l o t  of t imes Lieutenant  WADSWORTH, e s p e c i a l l y ,  
would s l i p  i n  t h e  back door and g ive  me h i s  r e p o r t s  and s l i p  
o u t  5 e f o r e  he was not iced .  And t h e r e  was a reason f o r  i t ,  I ' m  
s u r e .  Colonel ANISTRANSKI was a very outspoken person.  

Q. Do you have any re .co l lec t ions  o f  any p a r t i c u l a r  F-

conf ron ta t ion  between Captain KESHEL and Colonel ANISTRANSKI , 
i n  your presence? v.) 

<2 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  was anything t h a t  se r -
i o u s ,  b u t  I guess he was j u s t  s t a y i n g  on him t o  do h i s  job. 
I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h e r e  was eve r  any r e a l  problem. 

Q. Do y o s  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Captain KESHEL 
coming i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e ,  one of t h e s e  days when he was up 
t h e r e  t o  make h i s  pickup a t  G 1 ,  and saying  he had a . s p e c i a l  
problem he  wanted t o  t ake  up w i t h  Colonel ANISTRANSKI?' 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any p a r t i c u l a r  problem, s i r .  I ' m  
n o t  saying  it couldn ' t have happened. A couple t imes ,  I 
know a t  l e a s t  a few times he  wanted t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  colonel  
about one t h i n g  o r  another  and I d i d n ' t  know what i t  happened 
t o  be.  Now, I d o n ' t  know which i n s t a n c e s .  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you 
any d a t e s  t h a t  might h e l p  you on t h a t ,  even. 

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of him say ing  t h a t  
he had something t h a t  he thought ought ' t o  be i n v e s t i g a t e d .  
Colonel ANISTRANSKI t e l l i n g  him t h a t  it was a l ready being -taken 
c a r e  o f ,  t h a t  he had i t  under c o n t r o l .  Do you have any recol-
l e c t i o n  of anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  'any.thing l i k e  t h a t ,  s i r .  

Q. Were you aware of any t a l k  around Chu Lai a t  t h i s  
t ime,  i n  ' t h e  ' sp r ing  of 1968 ,  about anything unusual ' having 
gone on between t h e  123d aero-scouts and Task Force Barker? 

A .  No, sir. I ' m  n o t  aware of anything.  

Q. We g e t  t h e  impression from some whofve t a lked  t o  
us t h a t  t h e r e  was some t a l k  around t h e  base a t  t h a t  t ime.  And 
w e  g e t  t h e ' i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  were some rumors f l o a t i n g  about.  
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I recognize t h a t  one hea r s  rumors. You always try t o  eva lua te  
a e m  and put them i n t o  t h e  proper  pe r spec t ive .  Were you con-
s c i o u s  of any t a l k  c r i t i c a l  of Task Force Barker and i t s  opera-
t i o n s ?  

A. No, sir. Like I s a y ,  i f  I' had heard any I would 
probably have j u s t  p u t  'them a s i d e  a s  g o s s i p  and f o r g o t t e n  about 
them, because I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  .anything t h a t  s t ands  ou t  a t  a l l .  

Q Do you remenher Colonel ANISTRANSKI coming back 
and b r i e f i n g  you w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  Task Force Barker ' s  opera-
t i o n s ,  i n d i c a t i n g  anything about them? 

A .  H e  gave us a d a i l y  b r i e f i n g  as  t o  who was doing 
what i n  t h e  whole d i v i s i o n  AO. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any s i n g l e  
i n c i d e n t  from any u n i t s  r i g h t  now. I followed my u n i t  q u i t e  
c l o s e l y  and I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any d a t a  on anything.  One i n c i -
d e n t  t h a t  happened r i g h t  ou t s ide  Tam Ky, t h e r e  was a l a r g e  
body count ,  bu t  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you t h e  d a t e  of  t h a t  even. 

Q Well,  i t  happens t h a t  on 16 March 1968, Task Force 
Barker had i t s  b i g g e s t  r epor ted  opera t ion  t h a t  t h e  11 th  B r i -
gade had had and repor ted  ,128 VC K I A .  ' Does t h a t  r i n g  any b e l l  
as t o  anything brought back by Colonel ANISTRANSKI f o r  h i s  
b r i e f i n g s ?  

A. NO, sir.  I t  doesn' t. The g e n e r a l  s a i d  a few kin-
u t e s  ago t h a t .  something l i k e  two o r  . t h r e e  weapons and a body 
count  l i k e  t h a t .  That would seem a l i t t l e  s t r a n g e  p o s s i b l y ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  i n c i d e n t  even. 

&. No r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h a t  being brought  back t o  you 
by Colonel ANISTRANSKI?. 

A. N o ,  s i r .  

10: Do you remenibex Colonel ANISTRANSKI saying  some-
t h i n g  when they broadcas t  . t h i s  128 t h a t  somebody s a i d ,  "Yeah, 
4 VC and 1 2 4  women and ch i ld ren"?  

No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  remark. 

Q I have h e r e ,  M r .  JARRETT, The America1 News Sheet 
f o r  17 March. This has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  a s  Exhi-
b i t  M-23. I would ask i f  you remember reading  t h i s  news i tem 
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when i t  appeared i n  your d i v i s i o n  newssheet? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember reading i t  r i g h t  o f f ,  but.1 know 
I have read i t ,  because I read it most every day. 

Q- You' l l  n o t i c e  i n  h e r e  t h a t  it g ives  a p r e t t y  good 
account of t h e  number k i l l e d  and s o  on. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  this . 
p a r t i c u l a r  i t e m ?  

$ ? - t  

A.  No, s i r .  It doesn ' t  s t a n d  ou t  i n  my mind. The ,1 

way i t ' s  broken down h e r e ,  though, I don' t s e e  any p l a c e  where 4.d 

L 2 Jit was a l l  t o t a l e d  up. It looks l i k e  a s e r i e s  o f  s e p a r a t e  
i n c i d e n t s  more o r  l e s s .  

Q. Right i n  t h e  f i r s t  paragraph .it says  128 Vie t  Cong
dead. 

A. Yes, s i r .  I s e e  t h a t  now. 
? ' a - - The l a r g e s t  body count repor ted  by t h e  11 th  B r i -
ga&e f o r  a 24-hour per iod  s i n c e  they took c o n t r o l  of Operation 

- ~ u s c a t i n e .  So, as f a r  a s  t h e  l l t h  Brigade was concerned, i t  
was q u i t e  a s i g n a l  day. , 

COL ARMSTRONG: Do you remember when General LIPSCOMB changed 
command and l e f t ?  

A. Was he t h e  man who replaced ,  Colonel HENDERSON? 

Q. No, Colonel HENDERSON replaced  General LIPSCOMB. 

A. Y e s  , s i x ,  I remember t h e  change of command ceremony. 
Colonel ANISTRANSKI--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  When Colonel HENDERSON took over? 

A Yes, s i r .  

Q Does t h i s  focus your  a t t e n t i o n  t o  anything p a r t i -
c u l a r l y ,  because of  comments, maybe t h i s  would improve S5 opera-
t i o n ?  The S5 opera t ion  down t h e r e  would g e t  a l i t t l e  b i t  l e s s  
emphasis on S5, more on opera t ions .  Any of t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g  
come out  of t h a t ?  
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A .  No, sir. 'I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything l i k e  t h a t .  

Q- You d o n ' t  t i e  t h e  change of command t o  any p a r t i -
c u l a r  t h i n g  a t  a l l ?  

A. NO,  s ir .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you have .any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Colonel ANIS-
' 

TRANSK.1 g e t t i n g  a l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  o r  forwarded by Colonel TOAN, 
t h e  commanding genera l  of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion ,  something 
t h a t  was c r i t i c a l  of  t h e  America1 Divis ion? 

A.  No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  l e t t e r .  I know he 
knew General TOAN. 

Q You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  t h i s  coming i n  and of 
h i s  t a k i n g  i t  t o  t h e  chief  of  s t a f f ?  

A. No, .s ir .  

Q- Well.  I have t h e  impression t h a t  j u s t  about every--
t h i n g  t h a t  came i n t o  t h e  shop you had a look a t ,  b u t  I guess 
that--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I was speaking of d i s t r i b u t i o n  more 
o r  l e s s  as  w e l l .  I thought I was very informed, and I s t i l l  
do, of  what went on i n  t h a t  o f f i c e .  But t h e r e  could have very 
w e l l  been something t h a t  came i n  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  s e e .  

Q. You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  .of hear ing  anything &out  
t h e  ARVN's  c r i t i c i s m  of t h e  opera t ion  of t h e  ~ m e r i c a lDivis ion? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember anything t h a t  s t a n d s  o u t  i n  my
mind. Then t o o ,  I was .going ou t  wi th  t h e  u n i t s  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  
s o  I was probably ou t  of t h e  o f f i c e  a couple of days a week . 
a t  l e a s t ,  

Q. Did you e v e r  c a l l  a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  headquar ters?  

A.  Yes-, s ir .  Which d i s t r i c t ?  

Q a Well, Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  
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A. N o ,  sir. I never went t o  Son Tinh. I don' t b e l i e v e  
there was a road ou t  t o  t h a t  one. 

It's r i g h t  on Highway 1. 

A, I thought i t - -son Tinh? 

Q Son Tinh ~ i s t r i c t .  .The u n i t  r i g h t  down t h e r e ,  and 
it's only  a few c l i c k s  n o r t h  of Quang Ngai Ci ty  on Highway 1. C 

6'1' 
A. Well, I never  went t h e r e .  I went t o  Binh Son and CA 
Ly Tinh, which was up by America1 Divis ion ,  and then  down P 
toward Duc Pho and t h e n  d i s t r i c t  headquar ters  up by LZ Baldy 
where t h e  196th was, when I l e f t  .-
a. 
Ci ty?  

W e l l ,  ysu sometimes v i s i t e d  down i n  Quang Ngai 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q And w i t h  whom would you meet t h e r e ?  

A. A s  I t o l d  t h e  genera l  a minute ago, a Lieutenant .  
ANDERSON, who was a re fugee  o f f i c e r  a t  t h e  t ime. H e  was with 
t h e  29th C i v i l  A f f a i r s  Company i n  charge of  c o n t r o l l i n g  refu-
gees.  And I can '  t remember, I th ink  h i s  name was FARLESS; 
they  worked toge the r .  

, Q - But y o u  d i d n ' t  have any s i m i l a r  c o n t a c t  a t  Son 
Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A. N o ,  sir. I d o n ' t  know of any American t roops  a t  
Son Tinh as  f a r  a s  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  i s  concerned. I t  would have 
j u s t  been a b a t t a l i o n  S5. 

Q. ' , Do you know W i l l i a m  SITTIG? S-I-T-T-I-G. 

A .  NO, sir.  

Q O r  Major C P J I N ,  Captain RODRIQUEZ? 

A. Captain RODRIQUEZ, I met him. I don' t know; t h e  
name sounds f a m i l i a r .  C i v i l i a n s  i n  t h a t  a rea .  

Q e  The c i v i l i a n  was M r .  SITTIG. 
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A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  meeting him. I knew t h e r e  were  

s e v e r a l  c i v i i i a n s  working out of Quang Nga i .  I d i d n ' t  knotlr 

h a l f  of them. 


13: I t h i n k  you . w e r ~ ,asked b e f c r e ,  b u t  1:s ;,:<+-I -- -
l i k e  t o  r e a f f i r m  it i n  ml7 mind, 3id you e.i,?er hea r  any  c o l r m e n t s  
o r  s t a t e m e n t s  o r  rumors. .or  anything. t h a t  may.have cause2 you . 

.io have been s u s p i c i o u s  t h a t  un-gsaal may hz\i* -. ..C:CC:,::::-. . '~ 

i n  My ~ a i  . .. ( 4 )  on 16 March L 9 6 8 ?  

- - - - - .WLc.- ? " --,-- -A. N o ,  s i r .  I ds r , ' t  r 2 c z ; ~ anythin,-.  &*.-iA -
5 L>?.--broke  l o o s e  I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  it ik,?.

- A ~ . + . - i  
I iJCTL1k'+:---.day . .--: ---.. ... 

d o n ' t  t h i n k  it could  have happened i n  t h a t  great a f s r c ~ ?:j?ic:?.=-
, o u t  us knowing abou t  it he inq  cha?, :lose. 

8. W e l l ,  M r .  JARmT.T, you5.vebeen <;i~itek e l p f  i ~ Lorl 

us. W e  If y ~ u.-, :--------a p p r e c i a t e  very  much y c z r  coming i n .  2,-:Le.i!~.zik 
ber any th ing  a s  a r e s u l t  of your  d i s c u s s i o n  here today, a-;?d 
b i t s  and p i e c e s  s t a r t  f a , i i i n g  i r . to  p l a c e ,  w e  $ d  appr~cl.a:re 
ve ry  much f o r  you t o  g e t  i n  to l~cnw i t h  t h i s  o f f i c e  s o  we can 
r a ~ eadvantage G; thar. iner inac io i ; ,  ~ c j d i t l r ~ n a i i y ,ii y ~ l ii l a y i z  

a r  know of any d c c m e n t g ,  maps; shotos, a e r i a l  photos ;;z aE>--;., 
t h i n g  e l s e  which i n  your  j2dgmen.t. would be  h e l p f u l  tc. us t o  
accomplish ou r  miss ion  i n  t h i s  inquiry, wegd very mnch ag2rec:-
i a t e  be ing  izformed about  these - ~t t h i s  t'ye F L T ~-LI.L I 3 .'!>:1 

an n p p c r t u c i t y  to ask any questFl lf is  t h a t  1 7 nay~ ~l i k e  to ?sir;, 

cr i f  you 'd  l i k e  t o  e n t e r  a s t a t zmen t  into the recor2. 


A0 I c a n ' t  th i i lk  ef any .s ta tement  ot'r;ec than  b~ha.2i 

just s a i d .  I t  may b e  very  narrow niznded of m e ,  but 5 c a r i t  

s e e  how something l i k e  t h a t  could happen without heax in$  

something abou t  Somethi5q EQre - 6 ~ r ; r e t ethan - . - st
scmebcf!~? 

1 l K 2  x-T5->'i'7T ~ S KForce  Barker  r e a l l y  t e a r i r . g  khem up sawn t h e r e  .-. -. 

-s a y ,  t h r e e  weapons captbre.d. a-3 1 2 9  .;cme odd k i l lec? .  , Y?eL:Li I 
rlever hea rd  of  anyth ing  nore ,"Lhan tilat , a.nd it seems i:~k:e Z 

w o u l d  lmve,. 


10: The h e a r i n g  w i l ?  recess at + h i s  t i r n ~ ;  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: JOHNSON, Wayne E .  CPT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 16 February  19 70 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: L i a i s o n  O f f i c e r  o f  
America1 D i v i s i o n  t o  t h e  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n .  

1. DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE WITNESS. 

a. Pr imary  l i a i s o n  d u t i e s .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  p r imary  d u t y  w a s  
t o  clear t a r g e t s  w i t h  t h e  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  
A m e r i c a 1  DIVARTY. F u r t h e r ,  he had a n  " a d d i t i o n a l  d u t y "  
of d i v i s i o n  l i a i s o n  t o  t h e  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n  and p r o v i n c e  
h e a d q u a r t e r s .  I n  t h a t  f u n c t i o n  h e  c l e a r e d  areas o f  
o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Vietnamese and t h e i r  American a d v i s o r s  
(pg.  3 )  . The w i t n e s s  u s u a l l y  c o o r d i n a t e d  v i s i t s  between 
t h e  commanders o f  t h e  t w o  d i v i s i o n s ,  a l t h o u g h  h e  w a s  n o t  
p r e s e n t  a t  t h e i r  meet ings  (pg.  4 ) .  H e  no ted  t h a t  he  had 
ve ry  l i t t l e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade  or  w i t h  Task 
Force  Barke r  (pg. 5 ) .  

b .  C o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  a d v i s o r y  u n i t .  

When h e  worked w i t h  Son T inh ,  h e  worked w i t h  ~ a j o r  
GAVIN,  L i e u t e n a n t  DAWKINS, and a s e r g e a n t  (pgs .  5 ,  6 ) .  H e  
v i s i t e d  t h e  Son Tinh a d v i s o r y  p e r s o n n e l  once  or t w i c e  a 
week, b u t  c o u l d  n o t  reca l l  any d e a l i n g  w i t h  C a p t a i n  RODRIGUEZ, 
G A V I N ' s  depu ty  (pgs .  1 9 ,  2 0 ) .  

(JOHNSON) 1 SUM APP T-372 
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c .  In fo rmat ive  & t i e s  of t h e  w i t n e s s .  

The w i t n e s s  admi t t ed  t h a t  it was h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
t o  inform t h e  Americal of 2d ARVN Div i s ion  a c t i o n  and he 
would p rov ide  t h e  A R V N 1 s  wi th  s i m i l a r  in fo rmat ion  i f  
r eques ted  (pg. 23) . The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  ARVN1s  
were always i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  U.S. a c t i v i t i e s  (pgs .  28, 2 9 ) .  
Within a n  ARVN TAOR, h e  r e p o r t e d  America1 a c t i o n  t o  t h e  
2d ARVN D i v i s i o n  c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  Colonel  DONG, a s  a 
m a t t e r  of course  (pg. 2 3 ) .  

Cour ier  type  a c t i v i t i e s .  

The w i t n e s s  a s s e r t e d  he  was a n  uninformed c o u r i e r ,  
excep t  f o r  G2 a c t i v i t i e s  (pg.  2 4 ) .  H e  d i d  r e c a l l  Major 
EARLE be ing  more i n t e r e s t e d  abou t  U.S. o p e r a t i o n s  d u r i n g  
t h e  p e r i o d  fo l lowing  16 March 1968 (pg. 2 5 ) .  I n  i n q u i r i n g  
he d i scovered  t h a t  t h e  Task Force Barker  o p e r a t i o n  had 
f a i l e d  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  c r g a n i z a t i o n a l  e n t i t y  of  t h e  48th 
B a t t a l i o n .  That  i s ,  no i d e n t i f i a b l e  l e a d e r s h i p  pe r sonne l  
were among t h e  h igh  body count  (pg.  2 6 ) .  Colonel  TREXLER 
had g iven  t h e  w i t n e s s  t h i s  in fo rmat ion  (pg. 2 6 ) .  

2. KNOWLEDGE OF VC ACTIVITY. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  48th Local  Force  B a t t a l i o n  
opera ted  on t h e  Batangan P e n i n s u l a  and h e  could  n o t  r e c a l l  
them withdrawing t o  t h e  mountains (pg. 6) . H i s  knowledge 
of i t s  e x a c t  l o c a t i o n  on t h e  p e n i n s u l a  was u s u a l l y  one week 
o u t  of  d a t e  (pg .  6 ) .  

3 .  KNOWLEDGE OF THE 16 MARCH OPERATION. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  a c q u i r i n g  a n  A0 e x t e n s i o n  f o r  Task 
Force Barker (pg.  l o ) ,  and vaguely remembered a combined 
o p e r a t i o n  i n  February (pg. 11). H e  r e c a l l e d  a n o t h e r  A0 
e x t e n s i o n  f o r  16 March f o r  which he  had made arrangements  
(pg. 1 . I t  was t o  l a s t  f o r  a  week t o  t e n  days (pg. 12)  . 
He added t h a t  he  n o t i c e d  smoke i n  t h e  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  (pgs.  12 ,  13)  . 
4 .  THE WITNESS' RECALL OF ACTIVITY RESULTING FROM THE 

16 MARCH OPERATION. 


He remembered t h a t  t h e  k i l l  r a t i o  was h i g h  and t h a t  
t h e r e  was u n p l e a s a n t  s u r p r i s e  i n  t h e  body count, weapons coun t  
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r a t i o  (pgs .  1 3 ,  1 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  remember h e a r i n g  Co lone l  
TOAN q u e s t i o n i n g  Co lone l  ULSAKER a b o u t  t h i s  (pg. 1 4 ) .  H e  
knew n o t h i n g  o f  t h e  69 k i l l s  r e p o r t e d  due  t o  a r t i l l e r y  
(pg .  1 4 )  . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  was u n f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  
propaganda i n c l o s u r e  t o  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  ( ~ x h i b i tR-1)  
(pg .  1 4 ) ,  o r  a n y t h i n g  s i m i l a r  t o  it (pg.  1 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  t h e  l e t t e r  conce rn ing  Son My from t h e  d i s t r i c t  
c h i e f  t o  t h e  Son Tinh p r o v i n c e  c h i e f  (pg .  1 5 ) .  Nor d i d  h e  
remember a r e p o r t  t o  t h e  census  g r i e v a n c e  c h i e f  (pg .  1 6 ) .  
H e  h d  no knowledge o f  C a p t a i n  RODRIGUEZ' s t a t e m e n t  
conce rn ing  t h e  i n c i d e n t  under  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 1 6 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  a s s e r t e d  h e  had no knowledge o f  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
conce rn ing  a n  i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  (pgs .  1 8 ,  1 9 ) .  

5. ARTILLERY LIAISON PROCEDURE. 

The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  b e f o r e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  
cou ld  b e  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  c l e a r a n c e  had t o  b e  
r e c e i v e d  from d i s t r i c t  h e a d q u a r t e r s  (pg.  7 ) .  The 
c l e a r a n c e  was p e r f u n c t o r y  i n  a r e a s  n o t  under  government 
c o n t r o l  o r  i n  a r e a s  where no f r i e n d l y  t r o o p s  w e r e  on t h e  
ground (pg .  8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  knew o f  no 
t a r g e t s  which were c a n c e l l e d  because  o f  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  
c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  h e  u t i l i z e d  
t h e  same r u l e s  conce rn ing  keeping  a b r e a s t  o f  p o p u l a t e d  
a r e a s  i n  VC t e r r i t o r y  a s  h e  d i d  i n  f r i e n d l y  t e r r i t o r y  
(pg.  3 2 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  h e  had t o  

work w i t h  was f r e q u e n t l y  o u t  of  d a t e  (pg.  3 2 ) .  H e  added 
t h a t  i f  t h e  Amer ica l  wanted c l e a r a n c e  t o  f i r e  i n t o  an  
ARVN AO, p e r m i s s i o n  would b e  o b t a i n e d  from b o t h  d i s t r i c t  
and ARVN s o u r c e s  (pg .  3 4 ) .  

6 .  INCREASED LIAISON BETWEEN AMERICAL UNITS I N  MID-APRIL. 

The w i t n e s s  r e l a t e d  t h a t  due t o  a proposed i n c r e a s e  i n  
j o i n t  o p e r a t i o n s  t h e r e  were many v i s i t s  of  Americal  
~ i v i s i o n  command e l emen t s  and 1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Br igade  command 
e l emen t s  w i t h  p e r s o n n e l  o f  t h e  2d ARVN ~ i v i s i o n  (pgs .  17,181.  
H e  was n o t  p r e s e n t  f o r  any of  t h e s e  mee t ings ,  b u t  was t o l d  
t h e  purpose  of  them by ~ i e u t e n a n t  Co lone l  BALMER and Co lone l  
PARSON (pgs .  21,  2 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  added t h a t  Co lone l  GUINN 
a t t e n d e d  some o f  t h e s e  mee t ings  (pg.  2 2 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 


EXIIIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION 

I 
NOTES PAGES 

i I 
- 0 

M-31 


M-32 


M-34 


M-36 


M-57 


-


R- 1 

MAP-1 

Sta tement  of RODRIGUEZ 
Census Grievance Report ,  
18 Mar 68 
T O A N 1 s  d i r e c t i v e  t o  
i n v e s t i q a t e  
T A N ' S  l e t t e r  t o  K H I E N ,  
11 Apr ( t r a n s )  (Quang 
Ngai P r o v )  

W i t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l .  

W i t  d i d  n o t  reca l l .  
W i t  r e c a l l e d  
vaguely.  
W i t  d i d  n o t  re-
c a l l .  

1 6  

16 

25 

15 

24 

1 

23,32 

33 

1 4  

8,9 

Memo f o r  DC, .2d ARVN Div,Wit vaguely re-
12 Apr 68 

~ t i o n st o  w i tne s s  
DIVARTY F i e l d  SOP, 
1 D e c  67 

HENDERSONs Report 

Wall map 

c a l l e d .  

Read by w i t n e s s *  

Mentioned. 
Referred  t o  t h e  
w i tne s s .  
W i t  d i d  no t  r e c a l l  
propaganda 
i n c l o s u r e .  

U t i l i z e d .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  , 08 4  7 hou r s ,  16 February 
1970.) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons  are p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and M A J  L Y N N .  

S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w.itness i s  Capta in  Wayne E. JOHNSON. 

(CPT JOHNSON was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows : )  

Capta in  JOHNSON, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  p l e a s e  s t a t e  your 
f u l l  name, S o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  number, o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A .  S i r ,  I ' m  Captain  Wayne E. JOHNSON, 
Headquar ters  B a t t e r y ,  75th A r t i l l e r y  Group, F o r t  ~ r d ,C a l i f o r -
n i a .  

I0 : Capta in  JOHNSON, on my l e f t  i s  M r .  Robert  MACCRATE 
who i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y .  H e  has  .vo lun teered  h i s  s e r v i c e s  
t o  S e c r e t a r y  RESOR t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  
t o  p rov ide  l e g a l  couns , e l . t o  m e  and o t h e r  members of t h e  i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n  team. Colonel  ARMSTRONG, on my r i g h t ,  has  a l s o  
been appoin ted  by t h e  Chief of  S t a f f ,  United S t a t e s  Army, 
General  WESTMORELAND, t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Be-
s i d e s  myse l f ,  e i t h e r  of t h e s e  gentlemen may addres s  q u e s t i o n s  
t o  you t h i s  morning. 

W e  have o t h e r  groups such a s  t h i s  t h a t  a r e  t a k i n g  
tes t imony from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I t  i s  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  
see that a r e p o r t  i s  p u t  t o g e t h e r ,  t h a t  t h e  evidence i s  weighed, 
and t o  de te rmine  t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. 

Have you had an oppor tun i ty  t o  r e a d  t h e  i n s t r u c -
t i o n s  ( E x h i b i t  M-5.7) ? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I have. 

Q Do you unders tand them o r  do you have any ques-
t i o n s  concerning them? 

A. They ' re  q u i t e  c l e a r ,  s i r .  

(JOHNSON) 1 
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Q Capta in  JOHNSON, would you i n d i c a t e  your  du ty  
ass ignment  w i t h  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  when you j o ined  t h e  
d i v i s i o n ,  what changes of ass ignment  you may have had wi th -
i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  and when you f i n a l l y  t e r m i n a t e d  your  ser-
vice w i t h  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. I was a s s igned '  t o  Headquar te r s  B a t t e r y ,  3d B a t t a l -
i o n ,  1 6 t h  A r t i l l e r y  when . the  u n i t  deployed and was a t t a c h e d  . r-! 
t o  Task Force  Oregon i n  May.1967. I s t a y e d  w i t h  t h e  3/16 ..Ji 
u n t i l ~ e ~ t e m b e r1967 when I went t o  Headquar te r s  B a t t e r y ,  ,.>* 
A m e r i c a l  DIVARTY and was a s s i g n e d  a s  f i r e  s u p p o r t  d u t y  o f f i - * 
cer o r  du ty  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  f i r e  s u p p o r t  c e n t e r .  I n  December 
of  1967, I was a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  Americal  D i v i s i o n  a s  l i a i s o n  
o f f i c e r  of  t h e  Americal  D i v i s i o n  t o  t h e  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n  i n  
Quang Ngai. I t a k e  t h a t  back. .  I t  was November when I was 
a s s igned .  I was t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  end of  A p r i l  1968,  a t  
which t i m e  I r o t a t e d  back t o  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .  

Q Fine .  Who r e p l a c e d  you a s  t h e  L i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  
o f  t h e  2d ARVN ~ i v i s i o n ?  

A. Cap t a in  ' COGGESHALL. 

Q. Can you s p e l l  h i s .name?  

,A. C-0-G-G-I-S-H-A-L-L ( s ic ). 
Q = Do you know h i s  f i r s t  name? 

A. 'NO,  sir.  I d o n ' t .  H e  was a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  3/18
and a t t a c h e d  t o  DIVARTY f o r  du ty  a s  t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r .  

MR MACCRATE: Can you g i v e  us  t h e  d a t e  i n  t h e  end o f  A p r i l ?  

A .  I t  would have been around t h e  29th .  o r  30 th  t h a t  
h e  came down. I a c t u a l l y  l e f t  t h e  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n  a r e a  on 
2 o r  3 May. So t h e r e  was abou t  5 days t h a t  w e  worked t o g e t h e r .  

10: Would you d e s c r i b e  your  funct i0n.s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  
t h e  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n  and a l s o  your  f u n c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  
ARVN o r  GVN agenc i e s  which may have been i n  t h e  Quang Ngai a r e a ?  
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A. Yes, s i r .  My primary duty 'was a s  t h e  America1 
DIVARTY l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  t o  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  i n  which I 
c l e a r e d  t a r g e t s .  I was p r i m a r i l y  involved  wi th  a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e  c l e a r a n c e s .  An a d d i t i o n a l  f u n c t i o n  w a s  t o  be  d i v i s i o n  
l i a i s o n  t o  t h e  2d A R ~Div i s ion  and province  headqua r t e r s .  
I n  t h i s  f u n c t i o n  I c l e a r e d  a r e a s  of  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
Vietnamese and our  a d v i s o r s ,  bo th  a t  d i v i s i o n  and a t  s e c t o r .  , 

I d i d  work w i t h  some of the .  s u b s e c t o r s ,  p r i m a r i l y  wi th  re-
s p e c t  t o  a r t i l l e r y  c l ea rances  and a r t i l l e r y  s u p p o r t ,  b u t  
t h i s  a c t u a l l y  was a minor f a c e t  of  t h e  job. I d i d n ' t  g e t  
as much c o n t a c t  w i th  s u b s e c t o r s  a s  I d i d  w i th  the--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Re fe r r ing  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o r  t h e  
subsec toxs .  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Son Tinh f o r  example? 

A.  Son Tinh--well, t h e  m i l i t a r y  s i d e  of  h i s  job o r  
t h e  d i s t r i c t  adv5-sor's job wasnqt a s  s u b s e c t o r  adv i so r .  I 
t h i n k  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  f u n c t i o n  of s e c t o r  and s u b s e c t o r ,  r a t h e r  
t han  as province  a d m i n i s t r a t o r .  

Q . W i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  your f u n c t i o n  wi th  d i v i s i o n  a s  
s e p a r a t e d  from r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  a r t i l l e r y  
what d i d  you do o t h e r  t h a n  c l e a r i n g  A O ' s  f o r  example? 

A. I coord ina t ed  v i s i t s .  When Colonel  TOAN was t h e  
commanding o f f i c e r  of  t h e  2d-ARVN Div i s ion  and wanted t o  
t a l k  t o  someone i n  Americal ,  he would come through me. 

Q. O r  v i c e  ve r sa?  Would t h e y  a l s o  c o n t a c t  you from 
d i v i s i o n  i f  somebody from d i v i s i o n  wanted t o  s e e  General  TOAN? 

A .  Well,  aga in  t h i s  was on o c c a s i o n .  P r i m a r i l y  when 
t h e  phone l i n e s  were- o u t .  I had a h o t  l i n e  t o  t h e  ~ m e r i c a l  
TOC and t h e  FSCC and they  would come through my--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I f  General  KOSTER o r  General  YOUNG 
v i s i t e d  t h e  a r e a ,  though,  you would undoubtedly be informed 
s o  t h a t  you could  be p r e s e n t  when they  v i s i t e d  t h e  a r e a .  
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A. I had very l i t t l e  t o  do w i t h  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade.  I 
v i s i t e d  them a few times. Task Force Barker ,  my primary con-
t a c t  w i t h  them was f o r  a r t i l l e r y  suppor t  by t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
u n i t s  s t a t i o n e d  a t  LZ D o t t i e .  I d i d n ' t  g e t  a g r e a t  d e a l  of  
ccqtact w i t h  Task Force Barker .  

Q We would unders tand  t h a t  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade d i d  
n o t  have a permanant L i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  i n  ~ u a n g 'Ngai , b u t  t hey  

' 

d i d  have people  t h a t  v i s i t e d  t h e r e  q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y .  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q They were i n  c o n s t a n t  touch w i t h  you? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Did you a t  t i m e s ,  p i ck  up p i e c e s  of in format ion  
from them t h a t  you i n  t u r n  s e n t  t o  d i v i s i o n ?  

A .  I g o t  them t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a t  Son Tinh ,  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  h e a d q u a ~ ~ t e r s. 
Q Do you remember t h e  people  . t h e r e  t h a t  you t a l k e d  
t o ?  

A. Of c o u r s e ,  I t r a d e d  in fo rma t ion  f r e q u e n t l y  wi th  
Major GAVIN, n o t  as o f t e n  as  I would have l i k e d  t o .  The . 
1 1 t h  Brigade r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  were a Sergeant--

&. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e ' l l  come back t o  t h e  s e r g e a n t .
Did you know t h e  o t h e r  people  t h e r e  t h a t  worked w i t h  Major 
GAVIN such a s  Capta in  RODRIGUEZ? 

S i r ,  t h e  name d o e s n ' t  r i n g  a b e l l .  

How about  L ieu t enan t  DAWKINS? 

L ieu tenan t  DAWKI1JS , yes .A. 

Q H e  w a s  i n  i n t e l l i g e n c e  I b e l i e v e .  
. . 

A .  Yes, s i r .  
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Q . How about  M r .  SITTIG. H e  most ly  worked o u t  i n  
. t h e  d i s t r i c t  i t s e l f ,  o f f  Highway 1, and s t a y e d  a t  n i g h t  up 

i n  t h e  s u b s e c t o r  headqua r t e r s .  

h 
A .. H i s  name d o e s n ' t  r i n g  a b e l l  e i t h e r ,  s i r .  

Q Go ahead w i t h  t h e  s e r g e a n t  p l e a s e .  ... 
? 

A .  Well, we d i d n ' t  normally d i s c u s s  a g r e a t  d e a l  . 
of  i n t e l l i g e n c e  in format ion .  What w e  t a l k e d  about  was nor- ;.a 
mal ly  i n fo rma t ion  immediately a f f e c t i n g  Son Tinh,  t h e  d i s -
t r i c t  of Son Tinh,  o r  wider  i n fo rma t ion  about  t h e  prov ince .  

Q Did you have any d i s c u s s i o n  concerning t h e  loca-
t i o n  of t h e  48th Local  Force  B a t t a l i o n  a long  about  t h e  e a r l y  
p a r t  of March, f o r  example? 

A .  S i r ,  t h e  48th was on t h e  Batangan Pen insu la  a lmost  
as long  a s  I was t h e r e .  I t  was pos t ed  normally a t  d i f f e r e n t  
l o c a t i o n s .  Elements of it would be pos t ed  a t  v a r i o u s  loca-
t i o n s  a long t h e  pen insu la .  Normally, I cons ide red  t h a t  i n -
t e l l i g e n c e  t o  be  a t  l e a s t  a week o l d .  

Q L e t  m e  r e f r e s h  your  memory about  t h i s  t ime.  I 
t h i n k ,  a s  you s a y ,  i t ' s  a f a i r  s t a t emen t  t h a t  t hey  ope ra t ed  
i n  around t h e  Batangan Pen insu la .  You r e c a l l ,  s i n c e  you 
were t h e r e ,  t h a t  t h e  48th Local  Force B a t t a l i o n  d i d  h a v e . a n  
immediate v i c t o r y  du r ing  T e t ,  when they s e i z e d  t h e  t r a i n i n g  
c e n t e r  a c r o s s  t h e  Song Tra  Khuc, b u t  you a l s o  r e c a l l  t h a t  
they  g o t  rocked by t h e  2d ARVN Div is ion .  They had over  100 
k i l l e d  up t h e r e ,  and consequent ly  they were i n  p r e t t y  bad 
shape.  I t  was about  t h i s  t ime they withdrew from t h e  Batan-
gan Peninsu la  and moved i n t o  t h e  mountains t o  t h e  wes t  t o  
re -equip ,  r e f u r b i s h ,  and r e t r a i n .  Do you remember t h a t ?  

A .  No, s i r . .  I do n o t .  

Q W e l l ,  one of  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  we've had was t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  some people  c a r r i e d  them i n  one p l a c e  and some 
people  c a r r i e d  them i n  ano the r .  When they r e t u r n e d  t o  t h i s  
a r e a  e x a c t l y  where d i d  they go? Do you r e c a l l ?  I d o n s t  
t h i n k  you r e a l l y  s p e c i f i e d  what you d i d  i n  r e s p e c t  t o  t h a t  
s e r g e a n t  up t h e r e  who was an l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  a r t i l l e r y  
l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  from Task Force  Barker .  I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  
t h e  one you were t a l k i n g  about  a t  Son Tinh. 
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A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  W e  made arrangemenl~sf o r  mutual  f i r e  
suppor t  and k e p t  them updated w i t h  t h e  movement of U .  S. 
and Vietnamese a r t i l l e r y .  We a l s o  made arrangements f o r  
communications procedures .  He would c a l l  m e  i f  he c o u l d n ' t  
g e t  h i s  people  and I would call him i f  I c o u l d n ' t  g e t  mine. 
1 d i d  work w i t h  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  u n i t  a t  D o t t i e ,  B/3/18. 

Q That  was the .  composite u n i t ,  175 and 8-inch? 

A.  ' ' , 175 and 155. 

Q What d i d  they  have most ly  up t h e r e ?  Also had 
M-109 c a r r i a g e s ?  Were they  us ing  1 7 5 ' s  o r  were t hey  us ing  
8- inch?  

A .  Well,  t hey  had 8-inch and 175 guns bo th  on t h e  
M - 1  and M-107 c a r r i a g e s .  They had two 155 h o w i t i z e r s  from 
t h e  3/16. 

Q What d i d  t hey  have: two, two, and two? Two 1 5 5 ' s ,  
two 8- inchers ,  two 1 7 5 ' s ?  

A .  Yes, sir.  The 1 5 5 ' s  provided i l l u m i n a t i o n .  You 
might c a l l  it f i n a l  f i , r e  , suppor t  f o r  .Quang Ngai and Son Tinh 
a s  w e l l  a s  Task Force  Barker e lements .  

Q So you j u s t  worked w i t h  t h e  l i a i s o n  s e r g e a n t  t h e r e  
i n  t e r m s  of c o o r d i n a t i o n  of a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  

Q I want t o  ask you two t h i n g s  b e f o r e  we g e t  i n t o  
some o t h e r  t h i n g s .  F i r s t ,  on t h a t  c o o r d i n a t i o n  of  a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e :  t h e  r u l e  t h a t  was l a i d  down was t h a t  b e f o r e  he could 
p l ack  any f i r e  i n  t h a t  a r e a  you had t o  have c l e a r a n c e  from 
d i s t r i c t ?  

A . .  ' Y e s , .  s i r .  

(1. And I t h i n k  t h a t  was done. The unusual  t h i n g  how-
e v e r  t h a t  I f i n d  is  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  d i s t r i c t  c l e a r a n c e  was r a t h e r  
p e r f u n c t o r y  i n  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  i n t e r e s t e d  on ly  i n  whether o r  
n o t  ARVN o r  RF/PF t r o o p s  were i n  t h e  a r e a .  Once they  s t a r t e d  
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t a l k i n g  about  VC-controlled a r e a s ,  i f  t h e r e  were no ARVN o r  
. RE', PF o r  any PRU u n i t s  of t h i s  n a t u r e  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  it was 
, an au tomat ic  go. 

A. Yes, s i r ,  w i t h i n  l i m i t a t i o n s .  This  a r e a ,  j u s t  t o  
c o n s i d e r  on ly  Son Tinh ~ i s t r i c t .  The a r e a  from around Highway 
1 from t h e s e  low h i l l  r anges  t o  t h e  wes t ,  j u s t  t o  t h e  o t h e r  . 
s i d e  of t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  was cons ide red  f r i e n d l y  c o n t r o l l e d .  
P r a c t i c a ' l l y  anyplace  else, i f  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  a PF o r  GVN Cn 
u n i t  on t h e  ground it w a s  cons idered  u n f r i e n d l y  t e r r i t o r y .  LIz 

0 7  
(The w i t n e s s  i n d i c a t e d  on E x h i b i t  MAP-1.) a 

Q I unders tand  t h a t .  I know where t h e  l i n e  i s  
drawn, j u s t  t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  c i t a d e l  when y o u ' r e  d e a l i n g  
w i t h  Son Tinh.  What was t h e  g e n e r a l  a t t i t u d e  of  t h e  Ameri-
can  e lements  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h i s ,  knowing t h a t  t h i s  was 
t h e  c a s e  i n  f i r i n g ,  f o r  example, i n t o  an i n h a b i t e d  a r e a ?  

A .  My f e e l i n g s  w e r e ,  s i r ,  t h e  Americans on t h e  h i l l  
f e l t  t h a t  whateve?: people  were o u t  t h e r e  were enemy. I f  
t h e r e  was a t a r g e t  worth shoo t ing  a t ,  it s h o u l d n ' t  be can-
c e l l e d  because of t h e  presence  of  c i v i l i a n s .  The d i s t r i c t  
people  d i d n l  t ho ld  t o o  many c i v i l i a n s  t o  be i n  t h e  a r e a .  I t  
d i d n ' t  ho ld  a  l a r g e  popu la t ion .  They'd come i n  and go o u t .  
The popu la t ion  would ebb and f low,  t h e  numbers of people .  
There was a f a i r l y  cont inuous change i n  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  of . 

a given hamlet  o r  v i l l a g e .  

Q.  Well, it wasn' t up t o  him r e a l l y  t o  g i v e  t h e  
coun t s .  The counts  came from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  o r  h i s  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q .  Once t h a t  was ob ta ined  I can unders tand  you ap-
p r e c i a t i o n  t h e r e  .as  f a r  a s  t h e  d i s t r i c t  people  are  concerned.  
But about  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  a t  t h e  u n i t  l e v e l ,  s a y ,  t h e  Task 
Force  Barker l e v e l ,  o r  t h e  4/3  B a t t a l i o n  l e v e l ?  Did they  
make r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  perhaps  they  may be f i r i n g  
i n t o  a popula ted  a r e a ,  o r  d i d  t hey  n o t  c o n s i d e r  t h i s ?  
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Do you r e c a l l  making arrangements f o r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  This  
o p e r a t i o n  now t h a t  w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about  i s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
which s t a r t e d  on o r  about 16 March and c a r r i e d  through about 
20 March. 

A. T h i s  arrangement looks  very f a m i l i a r .  To t h e  
b e s t  of my knowledge and I j u s t  c a n ' t  make it any more de-
f i n i t e ,  t h i s  was v a l i d l y  c l e a r e d  o r  c l e a r e d  acco rd ing  t o  
t h e  procedures  t h a t  we had,  i n  t h a t  t h e  boundar ies  a long  
t h e  70 g r i d  l i n e  i s  a c c u r a t e .  I mainta ined it on my map 
f o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n  of the o p e r a t i o n .  

Q You w i l l  r e c a l l  t h a t  Task Force Barker  ope ra t ed  
i n  t h e r e  tw ice  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  t i m e .  Once i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  
of  February.  I t h i n k  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  on 3 February ,  and 
ano the r  on 2 3  February.  The l a t t e r  one a l s o  involved  t h e  
employment of  some ARVN u n i t s .  

A. y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Fina1,ly p a r t  of Bravo Company had t o  b e  e x t r a c t e d  
by APC's i n  t h e  a r e a  of  My Lai  14 )  . Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  
ope ra t ion?  

A. I r e c a l l  t h e  m u l t i p l e  o p e r a t i o n s .  The f a c t  t h a t  
Vietnamese f o r c e s  used I b e l i e v e  were e lements  of t h e  4th  
Regiment. I c a n ' t  be p o s i t i v e  about. that .  The e x t r a c t i o n .  
by APC d o e s n ' t  r i n g  a b e l l .  

Q- DO you remember any a t t i t u d e  on t h e  p a r t  of A r n e r i -
cans  t h a t  t h e  ARVN's  had l e t  them down on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  be-
cause  they  f a i l e d  t o  f i l l  a gap o r  t o  move i n  a g g r e s s i v e l y  
and a s  a consequence, t hey  f e l t  t h e  enemy had evaded them? 

A. Thi s  w a s  a f a i r l y  common f e e l i n g ,  s ir .  It could 
b e  s a i d  f o r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  and of o t h e r s  a l s o ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
w e s t  of t h e  r a i l r o a d .  The 11th Br igade ,  w h i l e  I was t h e r e ,  
t r i e d  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  Vietnamese i n  t h e i r  p l a n s .  The b a s i c  
f e e l i n g  was, o r  as it was appa ren t  t o  m e  as  I i n t e r p r e t e d  
it was t h a t  t h e  va lue  of t h e  j o i n t  o p e r a t i o n s  w a s  more of  
a mutual t r a i n i n g ,  and t r a i n i n g  t h e  Vietnamese i n  h e l p i n g  t o  
i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  t han  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  suc-
c e s s  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  
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For a p e r i o d  of t i m e .A .  

Q. How long a p e r i o d  of t i m e  was it c l e a r e d  f o r  and 
. when was it c l e a r e d ?  

A.  I t  was c l e a r e d  b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  s t a r t e d .  I 
c o v l d n l t  swear t o  t h i s  b u t  I t h i n k  it was probably  1 o r  2 days 
i n  advance. 

Q For  how long o f  a .per iod d i d  t h e y  o b t a i n  t h e  ex- Cd 
t e n t i o n ? '  A week? 1 0  days? 2 weeks? C 'r 

c>-1 
A .  Probably a week o r  1 0  days.  A s h o r t  p e r i o d  of t ime.  & 

Q. Well,  a f t e r e t h a t ,  when d i d  you n e x t  h e a r  about  i t ?  

' A .  I d o n ' t  remember hea r ing  about  it, s i r ,  a s i d e  
from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Task Force Barker had r e t u r n e d  t o  i t s  
own AO. 

Q L e t  me remind you of a couple  o f '  t h i n g s  t h a t  you 
can conceivably remember. Do you remember t h a t  on 15  March 
Colonel  HENDERSON assumed command of t h e  11th Brigade from 
General  LIPSCOMB? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q On t h e  day of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  Colonel  HENDERSON 
came t o  Headquar ters ,  2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  some t i m e  around . 
about  1 1 0 0  t o  pay a cou r t e sy  c a l l  on t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander. 
Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  Did you make the ' a r r angemen t s?  

A. I very  l i k e l y  d i d ,  sir.  I very l i k e l y  m e t  him 
a t  t h e  h e l i p a d .  I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember h i s  be ing  
t h e r e  on t h a t  d a t e .  

Q We have cons ide rab le  ev idence  i n  tes t imony t h a t  
would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he d i d  do t h a t .  Now ano the r  t h i n g  about  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  which you c e r t a i n l y  should have seen  i s  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  should have been an i n o r d i n a t e  amount of 
smoke coming from t h a t  p a r t i ' c u l a r  a r e a  bo th  on t h e  1 6 t h  and 
on t h e  17 th .  

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q. 'Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

. (JOHNSON) 1 2  
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A. I remember s e e i n g  smoke i n  t h e  a r e a  and knowing 
t h a t  Task Force Barker was i n  t h e  a r e a .  I accep ted  t h i s .  

. I assumed t h a t  I knew what w a s  happening. 

Q. You say your nex t  in format ion  was when Task 
Fcrce  Barker had evacuated khe AO? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q They. r e t u r n e d  the. r e s p o n s . i b i l i t y  back t o  t h e  ARVN. 
DO you r e c a l l  what .  d a t e  that took  p l ace  on? 

A. S i r ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember. Again it wasn ' t  a long 
t i m e .  

Q. Well,  s i n c e  you w e r e  t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  you 
must have had o p e r a t i o n a l  d a t a  which you provided t o  t h e  
headqua r t e r s  of t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  and a l s o  t o  p rov ince  
headqua r t e r s  and p o s s i b l y  even d i s t r i c t  h .eadquar ters .  Do 
you r e c a l l  the r e s u l t s  of t h a t  ope ra t ion?  The f i r s t  day 
i n  p a r t i c u l a r ?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n t t  know how much my r e c o l l e c t i o n  
i s  based on t h e  newspaper accounts ,  b u t  I have a vague re-
c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  body count was high and t h a t  t h e  U . S .  
c a s u l t i e s  were low. That  i s  as c l o s e  a s  I can come. 

Q Well,  t h e  f i g u r e s  t h a t  came o u t  on t h e  f i r s t  
day,  which were r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  America1 Div i s ion ,  which 
a r e  a m a t t e r  of r e c o r d ,  which were pub l i shed  i n  va r ious  
newspapers, S t a r s  and S t r i p e s  and a l s o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  news-
paper  and i n  t h e  br ' igade 'paper  were 128 VC K I A ,  2 U.S. 
K I A ,  11 U.S. WIA and 3 weapons cap tured .  Does t h a t  r e -
f r e s h  your  memory? 

(MR WALSH e n t e r e d  t h e  h e a r i n g . )  ' 

A. It sounds r ea sonab le ,  s i r ,  b u t  as a s p e c i f i c  f igure- -

Q • ( In t e rpos ing )  ' I 'm t h i n k i n g  p r i m a r i l y  about t h e  
128 VC K I A  v e r s u s  t h e  3 weapons c a p t u r e d ,  a s  t o  whether o r  

- n o t  t h i s  d i d n ' t  evoke some d i s c u s s i o n  down i n  t h e  2d ARVN 
by t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander o r  by--at t h a t  t ime I b e l i e v e ,  
Colonel  ULSAKER was ready t o  l e a v e  and Colonel  HUTTER was 
coming i n  about 1 A p r i l .  I s n ' t  t h a t  about  t h e  t ime  frame? 

1 3  APP T-372 . , 
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A. Y e s  , sir. 

Q. Do you remember any conve r sa t ion  on t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  w a s  some surpr i se . ,  It  was an 
unpleasan t  k ind  of  s u r p r i s e  b u t  t h a t ' s  a l l  t h a t  I can--

( In t e rpos ing ) .  Do you know i f  he asked any ques-Q
t i o n s ,  about  i t ?  I ' m  n o t  j u s t .  say ing  i d l e  g o s s i p  b u t  whether 
Colonel  TOAN asked any q u e s t i o n s  of Colonel  ULSAKER? I f  he 
could  v e r i f y  t h i s  o r  anything? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge, sir.  

Q =  Your be ing  an a r t i l l e r y m a n ,  t h e r e  was one i n c i -
d e n t  i n  h e r e  t h a t  w a s  undoubtedly c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n .  
That  is t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  on LZ Uptight  du r ing  
t h e  course  o f  i t s  prep  and s o  f o r t h  was r e p o r t e d  t o  have 
k i l l e d  69 .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. NO, s i r .  

Q. Now coming down t o  t h e  pe r iod  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  
coming down t o  a lmost  a ,month a f t e r  it; t h e  t i m e  frame Is 
about  LO through 20 A p r i l .  

I have h e r e  an a t tachment  a s  an i n c l o s u r e  t o  Ex-
h i b i t  R-1. This i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  be a t r a n s c r i p t  from a VC 
b roadcas t  which w a s  taken down i n  Vietnamese and t r a n s c r i b e d  
t o  Engl i sh .  I would ask i f  you would review t h a t  document, 
two pages of it, and then  t e l l  m e  whether o r  n o t  you had 
seen it, and what you had t o  do wi th  t h a t  p i e c e  of paper .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  r ead ing  t h i s ,  s i r .  I d i d  t a k e  
in format ion  from the  agency and from s e c t o r .  t o  Americal 
G2, Colonel  TREXLER, on occas ion ,  t h a t  they wanted t o  g e t  
t o  t h e  Americal G 2 .  - I d idn '  t always r ead  it, par t icu1 ,as ly  
i f  it was s e a l e d .  I f  a message came through me, I d i d n '  t 
s e e  it i n  any of  t h e  envelope.  

Q W e  know t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p i e c e  d i d  g e t  t o  t h e  Amer-
i ca l  Div i s ion  by va r ious  means. We a l s o  know t h a t  it g o t  
t o  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade.  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  document, though,  
o r  any th ing  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  i t ?  
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A. Yes, sir.  My understanding was t h a t  t h e  America1 
Division was going t o  be working much more c lose ly  w i t h  t h e  
2d ARVN Divis ion than it had i n  t h e  p a s t .  J o i n t  opera t ions  
were going t o  be conducted much more f requent ly  than i n  t h e  
p a s t .  This was my understanding of t h e  reason for the in-
c rease  i n  t h e  v i s i t s  and coordinat ion.  

. . 

Q. Who was doing t h e  coordinat ion? 

A. For Americal, e i t h e r  Colonel PARSON o r  General 
KOSTER--not Colonel PARSON---General KOSTER o r  General 
GALL0WAY. 

Q Y e s .  What about General YOUNG? 

A. General YOUNG, y e s ,  s ir .  

Q =  - YOU mentioned colonel  PARSON. He was making q u i t e  
a few t r i p s  down t h e r e .  Who was he seeing? 

He was see ing  Colonel TOAN p r i m a r i l y ,  s i r .  

Q. What was he t a l k i n g  about?. 
* 

A. Well, I d i d n ' t  g e t  i n t o  t h e i r  conversa t ion ,  s ir .  
I would make t h e  arrangements, make t h e  appointments, bu t  
t h e i r  meetings were p r i v a t e .  

Q How many times do you r e c a l l  t h a t  you made such 
arrangements along .about t h i s  per iod? 

A. . Probably t h r e e  t o  four  a week, s i r ,  e i t h e r  by 
General KOSTER o r  by Colonel PARSON; By one of t h e  d i v i s i o n  
command elements ,  and probably one o r  two v i s i t s  a week 
t o  t h e  4 th  Regiment by l l t h  Brigade personnel .  

MR MACCRATE: Who were' t h e  l l t h  ~ r i ~ a d epersonnel? 

A. The commander 's name ? 

Q. Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. Colonel HENDERSON and h i s  53 came down wi th  him 
on s e v e r a l  occasions,  and on occasion he came down himself.  

[JOHNSON) 
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Major MCKNIGHT? 

A. The name r i n g s  a b e l l ,  s i r ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  
swear t o  it. 

Q W e l l ,  Major MCKNIGHT was t h e  S 3 .  

10: DO you r e c a l l  when Task Force  ~ i r k e rwent o u t  
of e x i s t e n c e ?  

A .  Not t h e  s p e c i f i c  d a t e .  

Q W e l l ,  j u s t  s o  we d o n ' t  g e t  any confus ion  i n  h e r e ,  
Task Force Barker was d i s e s t a b l i s h e d  on 9 A p r i l ,  s o  t h e r e  
undoubtedly was some d i s c u s s i o n  be fo re  then .  Those had 
been c u t  o f f  by t h e  p e r i o d  we ' r e  t a l k i n g  about .  While you 
were i n  t h i s  c a p a c i t y ,  d i d  you hea r  any d i s c u s s i o n s  con-
c e r n i n g  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of something which may have t r a n -
s p i r e d  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  o r ,  j u s t  l i s t e n  t o  t h e s e  words now and 
see i f  any of t h e s e  r i n g  a b e l l  w i t h  you; Son My V i l l a g e ,  
Tu Cung H a m l e t ,  Co Luy Hamlet, o r  P i n k v i l l e .  Did you hea r  
t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  being conducted o r  was t o  be  con-
duc ted  by t h e  U.S. o r  by ARVN? 

Q You know I f i n d  t h i s  somewhat amazing t h i s  morn-
i n g  t h a t ,  h e r e  y o u ' r e  t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  down t h e r e  and 
y o u ' r e  s i t t i n g ' i n  t h e  middle of a l l  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  and 
a l l  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  going on,  Capta in  JOHNSON, and you know 
n o t  one b i t  about  it. 

A .  I would l i k e  t o  he lp .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  have known. 

Q*  I j u s t  t h i n k  i t ' s  amazing t h a t  you d i d n ' t  know; 
and i f  you d i d n ' t  know, t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  would concern me, why 
you d i d n ' t  know? A f t e r  a l l ,  y o u ' r e  t h e  d i v i s i o n  r ep re sen t -
a t i v e  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  A 1 1  t h e s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I ' v e  shown you 
w e r e  i n  t h e  p roces s  of being passed around between province  
and 2d ARVN D i v i s i o n ,  between t h e  d i s t r i c t  and p rov ince ,  and 
t h e  w i t h i n  t h e  advisory  e lement ,  and t o  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  
and t h e  11 th  Brigade.  A l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  a r e  happening,  a s i d e  
from t h e  documents and t h i n g s  I t a l k e d  about .  You were car ry-
i n g  on l i a i s o n ,  b u t  you d i d n ' t  know. .My q u e s t i o n  i s ,  I 
wonder why you d i d n ' t  know? 
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A.  I have no exp lana t ion .  

' Q e  . Could it be t h a t  people  d i d n ' t  want you t o  know? 

A. Well ,  i t ' s  p o s ~ i b l e .  

Q You s e e ,  i f  you d o n ' t  know t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  when you 
a r e  i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  t hen  e i t h e r  you j u s t  d i d n ' t  p i ck  it 
up o r  people  d i d n ' t  want you t o  know. 

A .  I f e e l  t h a t  I k e p t  my e a r  t o  t h e  ground. I f e e l  
t h a t  I sea rched  f o r  in format ion .  How e f f e c t i v e  my search-
i n g  was, I d o n ' t  know. I t ' s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  com-
manders f e l t  t h a t  by p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t  t hey  would f i n d  o u t  
t h e  f a c t s  w i t h o u t  sp read ing  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  f u r t h e r  than  i t  
need be.  Bu t  aga in ,  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. 

MR MACCRATE: Captain  JOHNSON, I ' d  l i k e  t o  j u s t  r e t r a c e  a 
few of t h e s e  s t e p s  t o  s e e  i f  w e  can come a l i t t l e  c l o s e r  t o  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  as i t  e x i s t e d  a t  t h a t  t ime.  I would under-
s t a n d  t h a t  you d i d  make f r e q u e n t  s t o p s  a t  t h e  headqua r t e r s  
a t  Son Tinh. 

A .  Probably once a week, p o s s i b l y  tw ice  a week. 
When' t h e r e  was an a c t i o n  coming up,  I would make s p e c i a l  
t r i p s .  

Q And howwould you , g e t  t o  Son Tinh.  

A. I drove.  

Q You drove o u t  Highway 1 from t h e  MACV compound? 

A.  Righ t ,  s i r ,  and then go up on t h e  h i l l .  

Q And when you made such a v i s i t ,  how long would 
you be t h e r e ?  

A. Anywhere from 10 t o  40 minutes.  I t  r e a l l y  depended 
on how many of t h e  advisory  team were t h e r e ,  how many people  
were t h e r e ,  and who was t h e r e .  

Q - Whom would you s e e  when you made one of t h e s e  
v i s i t s ?  
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A. Major GAVIN,  t h e  a r t i l ' l e r y  l i a i s o n  peop le ,  and on 
occas ion ,  h i s  XO,  L i eu t enan t  DAWKINS. I remember t a l k i n g  
t o  L ieu tenan t  DAWKINS. 

Q. H i s  deputy w a s n ' t  L i eu t enan t  DAWKINS. 

A. No, 1'11 take that back.  L ieu t enan t  DANKINS. Those 
, were normally t h e  t w o  t h a t  I--. 

Q (~n jzerpos ing)  Well ,  when Major GAVIN w a s n ' t  t h e r e ,  
w i t h  whom would you speak? 

A. Genera l ly  w i t h  L ieu tenan t  DAWKINS o r  he  had an ax 

o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t ,  an E-6. A 4 r. 

P 

Q- Sergeant  CRADDOCK? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o .  N e l l ,  it sounds reasonable .  I 
c o u l d n ' t  r e l a t e  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  name t o  t h e  p o s t ,  b u t  it sounds 
f a m i l i a r ,  t h e  name sounds f a m i l i a r .  

Q But i f  Major GAVIN had a  deputy,  .when h e  wasn t 
there, wouldnt . t  you d e a l  wi th  his deputy? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  excep t  t h a t  normally I ' d  go i n  f a i r l y  
e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning, w e l l  0830 o r  0900', by t h e  t ime  t h e  
roads  were open. And u s u a l l y  when Major GAVIN was o u t ,  
t h e  only  one l e f t  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  w a s  L i eu t enan t  DAWKINS o r  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t .  

Q- Well ,  you know t h a t  Major GAVIN was' away f o r  p e r i o d s  
of t i m e .  

A. y e s ,  s ir .  .. 

Q And h e  was on R&R,  and o therwise  absen t  from Son 
Tinh  D i s t r i c t .  When he  was a b s e n t ,  he  had a deputy ,  and 
you d i d n ' t  d e a l  w i t h  t h a t  deputy? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he was in t roduced  t o  m e ,  s i r ,  and out-
s i d e  of t h a t ,  I c o u l d n ' t  say.  I don' t remember working wi th  
anyone b u t  t h o s e  f o u r  peop le ,  t h e  two a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  peop le ,  
Major GAVIN,  and L ieu tenan t  DANKINS. 
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I0: You must remember this o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l ,  though,  
because of  h i s  name, f o r  example. You saw a  paper  by him 
t h i s  morning, and he has  q u i t e  a  broad Spanish accen t .  You 
c e r t a i n l y  must remember him because of t h e  accen t  t h a t  he 
has .  I n  f a c t  you have t o  Fay p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  him 
when you l i s t e n  t o  him. 

A. I j u s t  c a n ' t  h o n e s t l y  say t h a t  he s t a n d s  o u t  i n  
my memory, sir. 

MR MACCRATE: I t  i s  cu r ious .  You seem t o  have a c l e a r  re -
c o l l e c t i o n  of  everyone around,  b u t  t o  someone l i s t e n i n g  t o  
you, Capta in  J O H N S O N ,  you seem t o  be  walking around Captain  
RODRIGUEZ and s t a y i n g  away from him. He's t h e  man who was 
t h e  man i n  charge up a t  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s  when 
Major GAVIN was n o t  t h e r e .  We know t h a t  Major GAVIN was n o t  
t h e r e  from t ime t o  t ime.  H e  w a s  away from Son Tinh.  And 
h e r e  you a r e  going o u t  once o r  tw ice  a week, and I j u s t  d o n ' t  
unders tand your not  s e e i n g  t h i s  man t h a t  everyone else knew 
was t h e r e ?  They l i v e d  i n  t h e  same room t o g e t h e r ,  DAWKINS, 
RODRIGUEZ, and GAVIN. They j u s t  had one ? l a c e  t o  s t a y .  
Yet you come through loud and c l e a r  GAVIN and DAWKINS, b u t  
you dontt seem t o  know anyth ing  about Capta in  RODRIGUEZ. 

A. Well ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  hav ing  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  him. 

Q L e t  me  ask  you about t h e s e  meet ings  t h a t  you say 
came w i t h  some ' frequency dur ing  t h e  month of  A p r i l ,  and 
t h a t  you had Colonel  PARSON, Colonel  GALLOWAY, General  
YOUNG, General  KOSTER. You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you d i d  know 
t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  of some of t h e  meet ings ,  t h a t  it had' 
t o  do w i t h  g r e a t e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by ARVN i n  j o i n t  o p e r a t i o n s .  
What were you t o l d ,  and by whom were you t o l d  about  t h e s e  
t h i n g s  ? 

A. I ' l l  address  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t .  I g o t  most of  my 
in fo rma t ion  about what t h e  America1 p o l i c y  would be  i n  t h i s  
t i m e  frame from Colonel  BALMER and a l i t t l e  from Colonel  
PARSON. 

Q Remember what Colonel  PARSON t o l d  you? 
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A. Real ly ,  about a l l  I can remember i s  t h e  idea  
t h a t  t h e  America1 ~ i v i s i o nwould be working more with t h e  
2d ARVN Divis ion ,  working more c lose ly  with them i n  kind 
of a genera l  comment. 

Q Did it h.ave any r e l a t i o n  to, some antagonism i n  
t h e  p a s t  o r  some p rob lem, tha t  had a r i s e n  between America1 
and 2d. ARVN Divis ion i n  t h e  p a s t ,  t r y i n g  t o  overcome those?  

A. I don ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  it was put  i n  those  s p e c i f i c  
terms. From what I remember, t h e  i d e a  was an e f f o r t  t o  i m -
prove t h e  Vietnamese fo rces  along wi th  o t h e r  u n i t s  more o r  
l e s s  on a widespread s c a l e ,  a s  p a r t  of a wider po l i cy .  AS 
t o  being t i e d  t o  a s p e c i f i c  c lash  between t h e  2d ARVN Division 
and t h e  America1 Divis ion o r  a ' s p e c i f i c  problem between t h e  
two, I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  being t a l k e d  about.  

&. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  Colonel G U I N N  a t tended any of 
t h e s e  meetings t h a t  you helped s e t  up f o r  Colonel PARSON? . 

A. Yes, s ir .  I n  f a c t  I be l i eve  Colonel PARSON went 
t o  province.  I be l i eve  I remember t ak ing  him across  town 
t o  province and t h a t  he met with M r .  MAY, and Colonel G U I N N  
and t h e  province c h i e f .  'I cou ldn ' t  give you a s p e c i f i c  
d a t e  and I c o u l d n ' t  even swear t o  t h e  p r e c i s e  circumstance.  
B u t  I remember t ak ing  Colonel PARSON across  town sometime 
i n  l a t e  March o r  e a r l y  Apr i l .  

Q How do you f i x  it as  being i n  l a t e  March o r  e a r l y  
, Apr i l ?  

A. I was g e t t i n g  s h o r t ,  sir. 

Q This  was s h o r t l y  before  you departed? 

A. Yes, s ir .  I be l i eve  one of t h e  t o p i c s  i n  t h e  
d iscuss ion  was t h a t  Colonel PARSON brought up t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  I was g e t t i n g  s h o r t  and he d i d n ' t  know who my replace-
ment would be.  

Q Now, l e t  me ask you about t h a t .  Do you r e c a l l  
how long be fo re  you departed you learned  who your replace-
ment would be? 

A. S i r ,  &out a week. 
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Q *  A week before  2 o r  3 May? 

A - Yes, s ir .  And I learned  about 2 days before he 
came up t h a t  it would a c t u a l l y  be Captain COGGESHALL. 

Q According t o  t h e  America1 Divis ion A r t i l l e r y  
F i e l d  SOP, (Exhibit  M-66) one of your r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  was 
keeping t h e  ARVN commanders informed of d i s p o s i t i o n  and 
a c t i v i t i e s  of US fo rces .  I n  connection wi th  ca r ry ing  out  
t h a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  do you r e c a l l  being asked t o  ob ta in  any 
information with r e spec t  t o  t h e  opera t ions  of Task Force 
Barker and s p e c i f i c a l l y  with r e spec t  t o  t h e  opera t ion  on 
1 6  t o  18 March 1968, t h i s  opera t ion  i n t o  t h e  Son My v i l l a g e  
area?  

A. This  i s  t h e  kind of reques t  t h a t  I rece ived  
f requen t ly ,  f a i r l y  f requent ly .  I d i d n ' t  normally go i n t o  
company-.level opera t ions .  

Q This would be Task Force Barker opera t ions .  

A. Whenever th6  Anierical u n i t s  would go i n t o  t h e  
2d ARVN Divis ion TAOR, I d id  t r y  t o  keep t h e  commanders 
informed. I didn" always know before  t h e  f a c t  what t h e  
company-sized elements were doing o r  s p e c i f i c a l l y  where 
they would be. 

Q. As t o  t h e  r e s u l t s  of any opera t ion ,  would you 
r e p o r t  t h a t ?  I f  someone on t h e  Vietnamese s i d e  wanted 
t h a t  information,  who would come t o  you and ask you 
f o r  i t ?  

A. Within t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion TAOR, when America1 
u n i t s  conducted an opera t ion ,  I would automat ica l ly  g e t  
t h e  information .and-give  it t o  t h e  chief  of s t a f f  of t h e  
2d Divis ion.  

Q Colonel DONG? 

A. Colonel DONG. 
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MR MACCRATE: When t h e r e  were some ~ i e c n a m e s edocuments a t  
t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  headquar te rs  and you were asked t o  
pas s  them a long  t o  t h e  America1 Div i s ion ,  where would they  
be t r a n s l a t e d ?  

A. So f a r  a s  I 'know, t h e  normal p rocedure  was f o r  
t h e  advisory  team o r  t h e  2d ARVN Div is ion  i n t e r p r e t e r s  t o  
t r a n s l a t e  them i n  Quang Ngai. I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  a 
g r e a t  many of t h e  o r i g i n a l  Vietnamese documents accompany-
i n g  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  or  accompanying the t r a n s l a t i o n s .  

Q Would you j u s t  be  handed t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n s ?  

A. W e l l ,  I would have someone p ick  up a s t a c k  of 
documents ox an enve lope ,  a l a r g e  mani la  envelope of  
documents. I d i d n ' t  r e c e i v e  a b r i e f i n g  on t h e  documents 
themselves ,  i f  t h a t ' s  what you--

Q. ( In t e rpos ing )  Well,  you would go around. t o  . 

v a r i o u s  f u n c t i o n s ,  as you c a l l  th.em, and p i ck  up m a t e r i a l ?  

A. y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Now, would you ' j u s t  g e t  an envelope wi thout  any 
knowledge of what was i n  t h e  envelope? Were you j u s t  a c t -
i n g  a s  a messenger? O r  were you an informed c o u r i e r ?  

A .  . For G 2 ,  from t h e  G 2  and t h e  G2 a d v i s o r ,  I would 
g e t  o v e r a l l  b r i e f i n g s  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n s .  

CCOL FRANKLIN e n t e r s  t h e  h e a r i n g . )  

I f  Major EARLE wanted some s p e c i f i c  i t e m  brought  
o u t ,  emphasized, he'd l e t  m e  know and I ' d  t r a n s f e r  t h a t  on 
t o  Colonel  TREXLER. 

Q - I 'd l i k e  t o  show you E x h i b i t  M-36, which i s  ' a 
memorandum from t h e  G 2  of t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  t o  t h e  CG 
of  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  Co'lonel TOAN, and a s k  you i f  you 
ever  r e c a l l  Major PHO o r  Major EARLE g iv ing  you any such 
document a s  t h a t ,  o r  having e v e r  seen such document? J u s t  
t h a t  f i r s t  page,  t h e  Engl ish  t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h e  Vietnamese. 
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Do you remember Major EARLE speaking about such an i n q u i r y  
from t h e  2d ARVN Div is ion?  I ' d  l i k e  yo'u t o  t h i n k  ha rd  about 

. t h a t .  Major EARLE has a r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember it s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q - Do you have 'some g e n e r a l  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. S i r ,  I ' v e  go t  more of a vague f e e l i n g  t h a n  a 
s p e c i f i c  memory. A f e e l i n g  t h a t  I ' v e  heard  t h a t  some-
t h i n g  happened i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a ,  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese 
wanted t o  f i n d  o u t  about .  

i 

Q Let me see i f  I can h e l p  you w i t h  ano the r  docu-
ment. Hold on to  t h a t ,  and h e r e ' s  E x h i b i t  M-32. Now t h i s  

' i s  what h a s  been desc r ibed  a s  a p o s t a l  message from Colonel 
TOAN, s i gned  f o r  him by L ieu tenan t  Colonel  DONG, t h e  ch i e f  
of s t a f f ,  da t ed  15 A p r i l  1968. See i f  t h i s  f i t s  i n t o  some 
of your r e c o l l e c t i o n .  Now do you remember anyone up a t  t h e  
America1 Div i s ion  o r  ove r  a t  t h e  prov ince  team, M r .  MAY, o r  
Coloqel  G U I N N ,  o r  Major EARLE, o r  Colonel PARSON, any of  
t h e s e  people  b e i r : ~asked f o r  some informat ion  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  
such communication? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  h o n e s t l y  swear t o  it, b u t  I t h i n k  
t h a t  as we've been t a l k i n g  t h a t  I do remember Major EARLE 
a sk ing  about U . S .  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  H e  seemed more 
concerned t h a n  h e  had on o t h e r  occas ions ,  when w e  w e r e  on . 
o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s .  But s o  f a r  as t h i s - -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  H e  wanted you t o  g e t  in format ion  
f o r  him? You a s  t h e  l i a i s o n  wi th  D iv i s ion?  

A. Yes, sir.  H e  wanted me t o  t a l k  t o  America1 and 
f i n d  o u t  f o r  him, and wh'at I found ou t  w a s  b a s i c a l l y  what 
was on t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  summary wi th  some minor addi t ions- -

Q . (1nterp6sing)  From whom d i d  you g e t  , t h i s  i n f o r -
mation? 

A. From Colonel  TREXLER. B a s i c a l l y  t h a t ' s  a l l  I could  
hones t ly  s ay  about--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well,  what were t h e  minor a d d i t i o n s  
t o  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  summary? 
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' A. Something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t '  Barker h a d n ' t  go t -
. t e n  a s  much r e a c t i o n  a s  t hey  had expected.  They w e r e  d i s -

appoin ted  t h a t  t h e i r  o b j e c t i v e  u n i t  had g o t t e n  away from 
them, and it h a d n ' t  been des t royed  as an o p e r a t i o n a l  e n t i t y ,  
and aga in  t h a t  Is--

MR  MACCRATE: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you r e c a l l  where t h i s  i n f o r -
mation came from? T h a t ' s  very i n t e r e s t i n g ,  because you r e c a l l  
t h a t  t h e  ' r e p o r t  of t h e  ope ra t ion  t h a t  you would have i n i t i a l l y  
p icked  up would have been i n  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  summary 128 VC 
K I A ,  which would sugges t  a h igh ly  s u c c e s s f u l  c o n t a c t  and a 
g r e a t  d e a l  accomplished. 

A .  Right ,  sir .  

Q But you subsequent ly  go t  in format ion  t h a t  t h a t  
had n o t  i n  f a c t  t r ansp i?ed ,  t h a t  t hey  had n o t  r e a l l y  had 
t h a t  k ind  of encounter .  

A .  Again it 's s o  fuzzy.  My memory o f  t h e  occas ion  
i s  s o  fuzzy.  I hz13 t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  it.was more d i sappo in t -
ment t h a t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  e n t i t y  h a d n ' t  been des t royed .  
I k ind  of  h e s i t a t e  t o  s a y , t h e  command and o p e r a t i o n  elements 
had escaped ,  because t h a t  t i e s  it down t o o  c l o s e l y .  

Q. You were c a r r y i n g  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  a t  a s t r e n g t h  of 
what number a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A. Probably 150 t o  1 7 0 .  

Q. They had been s e r i o u s l y  d e p l e t e d  a f t e r  T e t .  They 
were down t o  a s t r e n g t h  i n  t h a t  o r d e r ,  perhaps ,  128 VC K I A  
wouldn ' t  have l e f t  much behind.  To be d i sappo in t ed  a t  t h a t  
p o i n t  s t r i k e s  one as r a t h e r  b i z a r r e .  

A. Normally when t h e r e  was a body count  a s  h igh  
a s  t h i s ,  a t  l e a s t  some of t h e  h i g h e r  ranking  people  i n  
t h e  s t r u c t u r e  can be i d e n t i f i e d  and Arnerical--or Colonel  
TREXLER gave m e  t h e  impress ion t h a t  t h e r e  h a d n ' t  been any 
i d e n t i f i a b l e  l e a d e r s h i p .  

Q You g o t  t h e  impress ion t h e y  had done some d ig -
g i n g  a s  t o  what the.y had and had n o t  g o t t e n  and w e r e n ' t  p a r t i -
c u l a r l y  p i ea sed  wi th  t h e  r e s u l t s ?  
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A. Well,  t hey  w e r e n ' t  as p l eased  a s  t h e y  would have 
. been i f  t h e r e  had been command elements  f o r  i n s t a n c e .  

Q And you c a n ' t  remember anyth ing  about what you 
g o t  f o r  Major EARLE, what he was doing wi th  t h i s  in format ion?  

A. No, s ir .  

I0 : Let  me ask you something about  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
you ' r e  t a l k i n g  about .  How d i d  you g e t  cop ie s  of t h e  INTSUM? 

A. I would go up t o  t h e  America1 probably t h r e e  t imes  
a week o r  more f r e q u e n t l y ,  and p ick  up cop ie s  o f  t h e  INTSUM 
from G2, t h e  SITREP from G3, and t a k e  them back down and 
d i s t r i b u t e  them. I t r i e d  t o  read  a l l  of  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
summaries. 

Q. Who d i d  you provide t h e s e  t o ?  

A. The o p e r a t i o n s  adv i so r .  There were two o f  them. 
And then  I gave ano the r  copy t o  t h e  s e c t o r  adv isory  team. 

Q. Who d i d  you normally g ive  t h a t  t o ?  

A. The s e c t o r  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  . And . t h a t  w a s  
a l s o  a major and I have a p i c t u r e  of him, I d o n ' t  remember 
. h i s  name. 

MR MACCRATE: Major HACKING? 

A. Major HACKING, A u s t r a l i a n  accen t .  

I0 : Did you normally a t t e n d  t h e  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s  each 
morning a t  t h e  2d ARVN Div is ion?  

A. Yes, sir .  

Q. 'About t h i s  t i m e  do you remember t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  
b r i e f i n g  broke up t h e r e  w a s  a meeting between more t h a n  a 
few people  i n  a t t endance  and you probably were t h e r e .  Major 
EARLE, and probably t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  adv i so r  Colonel  G U I N N  w a s  
o u t  t h a t  day, and they  were d i s c u s s i n g  a r e p o r t  which Colonel 
G U I N N  had r ece ived .  
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A. I d o n ' t  remember a meeting of t h a t  n a t u r e .  I 
ve ry  seldom took p a r t  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  t h a t  fol lowed t h e  
b r i e f i n g .  

Q What w a s  your .  g r ade  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I w a s  a c a p t a i n ,  sir.  

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember hea r ing  about  a  l e t te r  from 
t h e  v i l l a g e  ch i e f  about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  of Task Force  Barker ,  
o r  perhaps  maybe you d i d n ' t  p u t  t h e  two t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  about 
t h i s  t ime ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  what had gone on i n  h i s  v i l l a g e  of 
Son My? I 

A. I d o n ' t  remember one,  s i r .  

Q A complaint  t h a t  he had p u t  i n  t h a t  caused a 
l i t t l e  f l a p  w i t h  Colonel  GUINN and Major EARLE? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember h e a r i n g  one,  s i r .  

I0: Did you hea r  o r  d i d  you g e t  t h e  f e e l i n g  which was 
w e l l  known i n  headqua r t e r s  .of t h e  America1 Div i s ion  t h a t  
Vietnamese i n  Quang Ngai C i t y  w e r e  p r e t t y  unhappy w i t h  what 
t h e  Americans had done? Now y o u ' r e  t h e  head man around t h a t  
' a r e a  f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

A .  I c o u l d n ' t  say  t h a t  I g o t  t h e  impress ion  o r  t h e  
f e e l i n g  t h a t  they  were unhappy. They wanted t o  know what 
had happen6d. They wanted t o  be informed of what had hap-
pened and t h i s  was j u s t  about  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  General  KOSTER 
Colonel  PARSON and General  YOUNG s t a r t e d  coming down much 
more f r e q u e n t l y .  Colonel  GALLOWAY was down--

a.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What d i d  they  ask? You s a i d  t hey
wanted t o  know what -happened? What d i d  they  ask?  What. were 
some of t h e  q u e s t i o n s ?  How was it p u t  t o  you? 

A. L e t  me brush  away some of t h e  fuzz .  Where t h e  
u n i t s  were operat ing-- they wanted t o  know f u r t h e r  i n  advance 
where they  were going t o  be  ope ra t ing .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any 
q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c s  of t h e  sma l l  u n i t  moves, sma l l  
u n i t  t a c . t i c s  o r  t h e  s p e c i f i c s  of what had happened on this 
o p e r a t i o n .  

(JOHNSON) 2 8  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

I g o t  t h e  impress ion t h a t  t h e  s p e c i f i c s . h a d  been covered i n  
command b r i e f i n g s  o r  i n  t h e  command v i s i t s .  ~ o tt h a t  t h e  
s p e c i f i c s  had been covered b u t  whatever s p e c i f i c s  were d i s -
cussed on p a s t  a c t i v i t i e s  had been d i scussed  du r ing  t h e  
command b r i e f i n g s  o r  t h e  command v i s i t s .  

Q I t  seems t o  'me y o u ' r e  c i r c l i n g  a l l  around t h e s e  
t h i n g s ,  Captain  JOHNSON. J u s t  from t h e  documents t h a t  have . 
been shown you t h e  Vietnamese knew t h a t  t h e r e  had been a 
major unusual  a c t i o n  t h a t  took p l a c e  t h e r e .  They were 
w e l l  aware of i t ,  which i s  i n d i c a t e d  by t h e s e  papers .  W e  
have t h i s ,  t h e  f e e l i n g  they  had down t h e r e .  ~ l lt h i s  coming 
and going f o r  you t o  be  a b l e  t o  p u t  y o u r s e l f  o u t s i d e  of t h a t  
and n o t  knowing anyth ing  about what w a s  going on seems 

. miraculous t o  me, because i t ' s  p r e t t y  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  
a t  least  c e r t a i n  people  w i t h i n  t h e  Vietnamese c i r c l e s  were 
q u i t e  unhappy. 

A. I don 't know of--

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Also I t h i n k  t h e r e  have been some 
i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  you 've  brought  o u t  t h i s  morning, t h a t  you 
h a v e n ' t  exp la ined  f u l l y ,  t h a t  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you knew 
a whole l o t  more about it than  you t o 1 d . u ~h e r e  t h i s  morning. 

A .  I f  I can answer any q u e s t i o n s ,  I w i l l .  

Q The q u e s t i o n  i s  a very s imple  one,  w e  want you 
t o  t e l l  us  what went on. 

A .  I n  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ?  

MR MACCRATE: I t  was n o t  c a l l e d  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  a t  t h a t  
t i m e .  

A. Well ,  a l l  r i g h t .  I n  t h i s  ca se  I d i d n ' t  know 
what had happened. . 

I 0  : We're n o t  even sugges t ing  t h a t  you d i d  know what 
happened, b u t  we do know t h a t  t h e  ARVN was p a r t  of it. The 
ARVN and t h e  prov ince  people  were q u i t e  unhappy, and they  had 
q u i t e  a b i t  of in format ion .  They were s eek ing  in fo rma t ion  a s  
t o  what went on. They were i n  f a c t  i n v e s t i g a t i n g ,  and they  
had asked t h e  Americans t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  So a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  
had been going o n ,  you s e e ,  and y o u ' r e  r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle 
of  it. 
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A. Again i f  I d id  know what was'happening, s i r ,  
. I'd t a l k  about it. I'd t e l l  you about it. 

MR MACCRATE: What can you r e c a l l  about Major MCKNIGHT I s  

vis!.ts over t o  2d ARVN? 

A .  Normally he would come with an NCO , o r  an a s s i s t -
a n t  and he would go i n ' w i t h  e i t h e r  Colonel G U I N N  o r  Major 
HACKING, ' t o  t h e  province headquarters .  

Q a  Do you remember who t h e  NCO was? 

A. No, s i x .  I couldn 't even remember what he looks 
l i k e .  I wouldn't  recognize h is - p i c t u r e  if I saw it. 

Q. Well, what were Major M C X N I G H T 1 s  concerns? Do 
you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. I was under t h e  impression t h a t  they  were planning 
opera t ions ,  planning j o i n t  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  Vietnamese, 
making mutual d e f e - ~ s earrangements i n  t h e  case of t h e  11th  
Brigade elements and RF/PF ou tpos t s .  Beyond t h a t  I d o n ' t  
know. 

Q Was any information sought by you from Major 
MCKNIGHT o r  from Colonel HENDERSON i n  connection with t h e  
opera t ions  of Task Force Barker i n  response t o  t h e  ques t ions  
t h a t  had been pu t  t o  you by Major EARLE? 

A. No, s i r .  I f  I remember, t h a t  was j u s t  about 
t h e  time t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON and poss ib ly  Major MCKNIGHT 
came down t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  2d ARVN Division adv i so r s  and t o  
Colonel TOAN, p r imar i ly  t o  Colonel TOAN and Colonel ULSAKER. 

Q - This  was before  Colonel ULSAKER l e f t  and Colonel 
HUTTER took h i s  p lace?  

A .  I have t h i s  f e e l i n g  and t h a t ' s  a11 I can say it i s .  

Q e  This  would suggest  t h a t  it was i n  t h e  per iod
before  1 Apr i l?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 
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Q I n  connect ion w i t h  t h e  v i s i t s  of .  Colonel  PARSON, 
do you r e c a l l  t h a t  anyone came over from t h e  l l t h  Brigade 
f o r  any of t h o s e  v i s i t s ?  

A. Not t h a t  I remember, s i r .  I have t h e  impress ion ,  
t h e  f e e l i n g ,  t h a t  Colonel  PARSON u s u a l l y  t r a v e l e d  p r e t t y  
much a lone  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q. . ' But he would he coming down from Chu La i?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. My q u e s t i o n  was whether i n  connec t ion  w i t h  
t h e s e  v i s i t s  you t o l d  us about ,  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of someone coming over  £?om Bronco. 

A. There were one o r  two occas ions  when 1 1 t h  
Brigade people  came down a t  t h e  same t i m e  a s  Colonel  
PARSON o r  Colonel  GALLOWAY o r  General  YOUNG. There 
were a couple  occas ions  when t h e  two elements  met i n  Quang 
Ngai, one o r  t b 7 0 ,  and I wish I could g i v e  you a t ime.  

P 

Q Who would be t h e  people  from t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade? 

A. Gene ra l ly ,  Major MCKNIGHT t h e  S3, and t h e  commander. 

Q Did c o l o n e i  BLACKLEDGE e v e r  come over?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Do you remember Colonel  BLACKLEDGE? 

A. I remember t h e  name and I remember t a l k i n g  t o  
him, b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  t i e  h i s  name t o  h i s  f a c e .  

Q. Do you remember t a l k i n g  t o  him on a p a r t i c u l a r  
occas ion '  o r  j u s t  t h a t  you t a l k e d  w i t h  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE some-
time? 

A .  Well, I t a l k e d  t o  him. I thought  r a t h e r  h igh ly  of  
him. He seemed t o  be an a r t i c u l a t e ,  s e n s i b l e  person  and he 
s t a n d s  o u t  f o r  t h i s .  
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Q I n  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  A r t i l l e r y ,  f i e l d  SOP, 
which has  been marked a s  E x h i b i t  M-66, t h e r e ' s  a r e f e r e n c e  
t o  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  c e n t e r s .  It  s a y s ,  w i t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  maps, t h a t  b u i l t u p  a r e a s ,  v i l l a g e s ,  and hamlets  
w i l l  be  marked o r  o u t l i n e d  t o  be r e a d i l y  r ecogn izab le  
based  on t h e  l a t e s t  d a t a ;  These maps w i l l  be updated t o  
r e p r e s e n t  a c t u a l  c o n d i t i o n s  by f r e q u e n t c h e c k s  wi th  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  and by aer ia l :  reconniassance .  From what you 
s a i d  e a r l i e r , .  I g a t h e r  t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  a p p l i c a b l e  i n  
VC-controlled a r e a s ,  a s  you unders tood it. 

A. W e  used,  s o  f o r  a s  I was concerned,  u s i n g  
t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  a s  my p r i n c i p l e  sou rce  o f  i n fo rma t ion .  
I b e l i e v e  about  on a weekly b a s i s  I was given a  updated over-
l a y  of  a r e a s  which were cons idered  t o  be  popula ted .  

Q Would you concern y o u r s e l f  wi th  what t h e  ARVN, 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  regarded  a s  f r e e - f i r e  a r e a s ?  Was t h e r e  
any i n t e n t  t o  update  in format ion  o r  ac tua l ' l y  p rov ide  .any . 

i n fo rma t ion  i n  t h o s e  a r e a s ?  

A. Well ,  I c a n ' t  even r e a l l y  s ay  t h a t  i t  was e s t a b -
l i s h e d  t h e r e  was a popu la t ion .  Normally t h e  popula ted  . 
a r e a  w a s  cons ide red  t o  be t h e  a r e a  n e a r  t o  t h e  highway 
and t h e  r a i l r o a d .  There was a l s o  a popula ted  a r e a  s o u t h  
of t h e  Song T r a  Khuc and h e r e  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

Q Down i n  Co Lay ( 2 )  and Co Lay ( 3 ) ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  which we d i d n ' t  f i r e  i n t o  un le s s  t h e r e  
w e r e  Americans on t h e  ground and w e  a l s o  had d i s t r i c t  con-
f i r m a t i o n .  But t h e  markings on t h e  map were cons idered  t o  
be ou tda t ed  and n o t  v a l i d  s o  f a r  a s  c u r r e n t  popu la t ion .  

Q Well,  d i d  you r ega rd  Co Lay (2 )  and Co Lay ( 3 )  a s  . 
VC t e r r i t o r y ?  

A .  Semi-VC, s i r .  I t  was r i g h t  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  from 
a junk base  and t h e r e  were people  l i v i n g  t h e r e .  T h e i r  a c t i v i -
t ies du r ing  t h e  day were n o t  q u e s t i o n a b l e ,  b u t  we d i d n ' t  go as 
f a r  a s  I know, no one went i n  a t  n i g h t .  
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10: Are you s u r e  of what y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about .  I 
t h i n k  y o u ' r e  j u s t  g r a sp ing  a t  something and I j u s t  c a n ' t  
v i s u a l i z e  t h a t  t h a t  was t h e  ca se .  I t h i n k  y o u ' r e  a l l  
mixed up, very  f r a n k l y .  Now i f  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  My 
Khe (2 )  and An Loc ( 2 )  I could unders tand t h i s .  But f o r  
you t o  j u s t  a r b i t r a r i l y  p u l l  o u t  of t h e  b l u e  Co Lay ( 2 )  
and Co Lay ( 3 )  , I j u s t  can '  t b e l i e v e  you know what y o u ' r e  
t a l k i n g  about .  

A. This  i s  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  s i r .  

Q W e l l ,  i t ' s  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  v e r y  good, I t h i n k ,  be-
cause  y o u ' r e  t h e  f i r s t  one t h a t  e v e r  p u t  t h a t  o u t  t h e r e  t o  
be s o r t  of a  semi- f r iend ly  t e r r i t o r y .  

A. W e l l ,  a s  a popula ted  a r e a ,  as semi - f r i end ly ,  y e s ,  
sir.  

Q Sk ip  a c r o s s  t h a t  Song Kinh Giang, t h a t  r i v e r  
t h a t  runs  from P i n k v i l l e  on down t o  t h e  Song Tra  Khuc. I f  
you w i l l  remember, t h e r e  was an o u t p o s t  on t h e  t o p  of Nui 
Ngang . 
A. Yes, s i r .  

Q The mountain t h e r e  and t h e r e  was an o u t p o s t ,  . 
sometimes was and sometimes w a s n ' t ,  depending on whether 
t h e  VC had over run  it on t h e  t o p  of H i l l  85 up t h e r e .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

MR MACCRATE: I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t a k e  a look a t  Appendix 4 
of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  SOP, .paragraph 3a,  "Missions a g a i n s t  known 
o r  suspec t ed  VC t a r g e t s  and hamlets  and/or v i l l a g e s  occupied , 

by noncombatants,"  and s o  on. Take a look a t  t h a t .  I t  runs  
on pages A-4-1 and A-4-2 of M-66. And I ' d  l i k e  t o  hea r  what 
e f f o r t  was made t o  b r i n g  t h a t  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
b a t t a l i o n .  Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  having t h o s e  p r o v i s i o n s  
brought  t o  your  a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q *  Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  o u t  i n  VC t e r r i t o r y  t hose  r u l e s  
be ing  fol lowed? 
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A. In genera l ,  yes ,  sir. We t r i e d  t o  fol low t h e s e  
rules. 

Q- From your d e s c r i p t i o n  of what you understood t o  
be t h e  c o n t r o l l i n g  r u l e s  a t  t h e  beginning of  your testimony 
it d i d n ' t  seem t o  me t o  accord with anything t h a t  appears i n  
t h e  SOP a t  t h a t  p o i n t .  T h a t ' s  why I asked you. 

A .  The v i l l a g e s  on t h e  map were considered t o  be-- 
some of them moved and some of them hadn ' t  moved. There 
wasn ' t  a g r e a t  dea l  of concern about t h e  hamlets ,  about 
t h e  v i l l a g e s .  

Q Did you r e a l l y  leave it up t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  i n  - '  

t h i s  r e spec t  t o  have t h e  l i a i son- -  

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, s i r .  

Q. And you had very l i t t l e  t o  do with t h e  l i a i s o n .  

A .  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  had i t s  own l i a i s o n .  What 
normally happened vas t h a t  i f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  wanted a t a r g e t  
f i r e d ,  t h e i r  l i a i s o n  would c a l l  Americal o r  t h e i r  l i a i s o n  
would c a l l  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  u n i t ;  t h e  6 / 1 1  would c a l l  Americal. 
America1 would c a l l  m e  and I 'would c l e a r  wi th  t h e  2d ARVN 
Divis ion.  I f  2d ARVN Division o r  any of t h e  adv i so r s  i n  
d i v i s i o n  requested f i r e ,  I would ask Americal for f i r e  support  
and go d i r e c t l y  t o  the  subsec tor  f o r  c learance .  

Q. But where c learance  was sought by t h e  American 
f o r c e s ,  was t h e r e  double c learance ,  c learance  w i t h  d i s t r i c t  
and c learance  with you, with t h e  2d AR.VN? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I would t a l k  t o  t h e  Vietnamese a t  2d 
ARVN Division and p r imar i ly  i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  This was 
where almost a l l  of t h e  f i r i n g  ou t s ide  of t h e  Americal a rea  
of opera t ions  was done, i n  t h i s  a rea .  I would go t o  t h e  
Vietnamese a t  d i v i s i o n  and t h e  Vietnamese would r e l a y  t h e  
f i r e  reques t  through t h e i r  channels and I ' d  c a l l  t h e  Son 
Tinh D i s t r i c t  headquarters  on my rad io  and we would o b t a i n  
two c learances .  

I 0 : Well, you ' r e  t a l k i n g  about U . S .  f i r e s  wi th in  t h e  
ARVN area?  
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A .  Yes, s ir .  

Q But f i r e s  i n  t h e  U.S. A O s ,  t hey 'd  go d i r e c t  t o  
d i s t r i c t ?  

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q. Without r e fe rence  t o  ARVN, i s  t h a t  co r rec t?  

A.  Without r e fe rence  t o  t h e  province.  Supposedly, 
a l l  the  f i r e s  were c leared  by t h e  d i s t r i c t  chief  o r  h i s  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  And I be l i eve  t h a t  i n  a l l  of the  d is -
t r i c t s  t h i s  was done. The American advisor  would t a l k  t o  
t h e  Vietnamese duty o f f i c e r  o r  the  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  

Q. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  you'd i n d i c a t e d  you had some photos 
o r  some documents t h a t  might be of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us .  May we 
have an oppor tuni ty  t o  look a t  these  photos,  p lease?  

A .  Yes, s i r .  Of what use they 'd  b e ,  I don1t know, 
(The photos i n - t h e  following d i scuss ion  were determined t o  
have no bear ing  on the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and have not  been entered  
a s  e x h i b i t s . )  That i s  the  c i t a d e l  looking nor theas t  toward 
the  o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea .  

MR MACCRATE: What would be t h e  d a t e  of t h i s ?  

A.  That would be sometime during t h e  winter .  

10: Who's t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h i s  p i c t u r e ?  Do you know? 

A.  Colonel BALMER and I be l i eve  Colonel GALLOWAY, 
s ir ,  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  No, t h i s  i s  Colonel BALMER and h i s  
replacement. 

BAXLEY?. Colonel BAXLEY?Q . . 

A.  Colonel BAXLEY, t he  name r i n g s  a b e l l ,  s i r .  This 
would have been j u s t  about sometime during t h e  week before  I 
l e f t .  

Q- What i s  t h e  occasion of the  ceremony here? 

A .  This  i s  an award t o  Br igadier  General RYDER, s i r .  
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Q That took p lace  some time before  then.  

A. yes ,  sir. 

Q. He depar ted  t h e r e .  

A. Yes, s i r ,  December o r  November. 

Q- When he l e f t  t h e  .d iv is ion?  

A. Yes, s i r .  There a r e  a number of p r i n c i p a l s .  
Tha t ' s  Son Tinh ~ i s t r i c t ,Highway 1. That i s  a t  t h e  s h i p ,  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  pad. 

Q The Tropo Pad? 

A. Yes, sir.  That ' s  Major HAWKINS and one of t h e  
o t h e r  s e c t o r  adv i so r s .  

Q What's the  purpose of t h i s  formation here?  

A. This i s  a p a r t  of t h a t  same.parade. 

Q- Same formation f o r  General RYDER? 

MR MACCRATE: I ' m  a l i t t l e  preplexed with t h e  d a t e s .  That 
appears t o  have been developed i n  May, and then t h e r e ' s  
another  t h a t  appears t o  have been developed i n  Apr i l?  

A. Now, t h i s  one would have been a t  one of the  Friday 
morning ceremonies. Friday morning o r  Monday morning. 

I0 : Doesn't  look l i k e  General RYDER, though. 

A. No, s i r ,  t h a t t s  one of the  ceremonies, t h e  weekly 
command r e v e i l l e .  

Q We'd Like t o  borrow these  p i c t u r e s  from you 'to have 
a d d i t i o n a l  photos made and w e ' l l  r e t u r n  these  t o  you i n  the  
very near  f u t u r e .  Would you l i k e  t o  make a l i s t  of these?  

Do you have any o the r  documents, p i c t u r e s ,  d i rec-
t i v e s ,  maps, r e p o r t s ,  o r  anything of t h i s  n a t u r e  which may be 
of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us? 
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A.  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I w i s h  I d i d .  

Q. Now I ' m  s u r e  t h i s  morning t h a t  w e  have given 
you q u i t e  a b i t  of in format ion  which may t e n d  t o  b r i n g  
some of  t h e s e  t h i n g s  back t o  mind. I f  you do have any 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  some of t h e s e  e v e n t s ,  I ' d  l i k e  very  much 
t o  have you g e t  i n  touch  wi th  us s o  we can t a k e  advantage 
o f  whatever i n fo rma t ion  you may have.  Major LYNN can 
hand le  t h a t  and t e l l  you how t o  g e t  i n  touch w i t h  us .  
Before  you l e a v e  I would l i k e  t o  remind you t h a t  you have 
been d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your t es t imony wi th  o t h e r s  
i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  who may have appeared h e r e  a s  
w i t n e s s e s  o r  may appear  be fo re  us a s  w i t n e s s e s .  It i s  con-
c e i v a b l e  t h a t  you may be  r eques t ed  t o  appear  be fo re  one 
o f  t h e  congres s iona l  conunittees. The most l i k e l y  one i s  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  subcommittee of t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  
Committee. I n  which e v e n t ,  i f  you a r e  r eques t ed  o r  d i r e c t e d  
t o  t e s t i f y  t h e r e ,  your p resence  h e r e  and your  t es t imony h e r e  
would i n  no way p rec lude  you from appear ing  t h e r e  and t e s t i -
f y i n g  b e f o r e  them, be fo re  t h a t  body o r  any such comparable 
l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 30 you have any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q Would you c a r e  t o  e n t e r  a s t a t e m e n t  i n t o  t h e  
r eco rd?  

. I 

A. No, s i r .  

I0 : The h e a r i n g  will.r e c e s s  a t  . t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1058 h o u r s ,  1 6  February 
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: J O N E S ,  J o h n  T . ,  COL 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 9  D e c e m b e r  1 9 6 9  

PLACE O F  TESTIMONY: P e n t a g o n  

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : N o n e  

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  PlARCH 1 9 6 8 :  S J A  of A m e r i c a l  
D i v i s i o n .  

1, SUCCESSION O F  S T A F F  JUDGE ADVOCATES O F  THE 
A I E R I C A L  D I V I S I O N .  

C o l o n e l  J O N E S  had been t h e  S J A  of T a s k  Force 
O r e g o n  w h e n  it b e c a m e  t h e  A m e r i c a l  D i v i s i o n .  H e  
r e m a i n e d  i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  u n t i l  2 A p r i l  1 9 6 8  ( p g s .  2 , 3 ) .  
H e  w a s  replaced by L i e u t e n a n t  C o l o n e l  M e l v i l l e  A. WILSON 
a f te r  an i n t e r i m  period of a f e w  days w h e n  Major R o b e r t  F. 
COMEAU acted as t he  Judge A d v o c a t e  (pg .  3 )  . M a j o r  COMEAU 
had served as t h e  Judge A d v o c a t e  of t h e  1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  
B r i g a d e  i n  H a w a i i ,  had c o m e  w i t h  t h e  brigade t o  V i e t n a m  
bu t  had been i m m e d i a t e l y  p u l l e d  up t o  d i v i s i o n  u p o n  h i s  
a r r i v a l  t h e r e  (pg.  3 )  . 
2 .  P R I O R  CONVERSATIONS CONCERNING MY L A I .  

C o l o n e l  JONES t o l d  h i s  i n t e r roga to r s  t h a t  he had 
r e c e n t l y  spoken t o  M a j o r  COMEAU, G e n e r a l  KOSTER, and 
C o l o n e l  DIONNE, t h e  d i v i s i o n  P I 0  about t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t ,  
My L a i  ( p g .  4 ) .  

3 .  KNOWLEDGE O F  THE INCIDENT AT MY L A I .  

a .  P e r s o n a l  k n o w l e d q e  of t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

T h e  w i t n e s s  s t a ted  t h a t  he had a b s o l u t e l y  no 
k n o w l e d g e  f r o m  r u m o r s  o r  o f f i c i a l  sources of t h e  My L a i  
i n c i d e n t  ( p g .  4 )  . H e  added t h a t  he d i d  n o t  reca l l  t h e  
report  of 2 0  t o  2 5  c i v i l i a n  dea ths ,  and f e l t  t h a t  he w o u l d  
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have known about  it had it  been r e p o r t e d  (pg. 6 ) .  H e  a l s o  
noted  t h a t  he a t t e n d e d  t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s  and 
would have r e c a l l e d  a r e p o r t  of  c i v i l i a n  d e a t h s  t h e r e  be-
cause  of t h e  p o s s i b l e  c l a ims  which might a r i s e  (pg. l l ) .  
He remembered no such r e p o r t  (pg. 11). 

b .  Knowledge o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t .  
(.L.

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he knew o f  no w r i t t e n  
. . 

r e p o r t s  o r  o r a l  r e p o r t s  made as a r e s u l t  of  an i n q u i r y  i n t o  .c' / 

t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  c j ' .
* 

4 .  INVESTIGATIONS. 

a .  Command i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  had t h e r e  been an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted t o  de termine  t h e  f a c t s  behind t h e  
My Lai  i n c i d e n t ,  it could  have been done i n  command 
channels  UP AR 15-6. This  would have r e q u i r e d  someone t o  
be p laced  on o r d e r s  a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  (pgs .  5 , 6 ) .  

b .  War crimes i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  

H e  noted  t h a t  had the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  been d i r e c t e d  
a s  a war cr imes i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h e  SJA would have had t h e  
primary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  it. I t  would have been conducted 
i n  accord  wi th  t h e  MACV d i r e c t i v e  concerning t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of  war crimes (pg. 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  recounted  
two such i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Americal,  one o f  which 
r e s u l t e d  i n  a  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  and t h e  o t h e r  of which 
r e s u l t e d  i n  two persons  be ing  r e l i e v e d  from m i l i t a r y  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  d u t i e s  (pg.  9 )  . 

c .  A r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  

If t h e r e  was a r e p o r t  of  m i s d i r e c t e d  a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e  o r  of c i v i l i a n  d e a t h s  due t o  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  t h e r e .  
would be  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted by someone from ou t -
s i d e  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  i n c u r r i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  (pg. 7 ) .  These 
would o f t e n  b e  i n i t i a t e d  by a v i l l a g e  o r  p rov ince  c h i e f  
r e p o r t i n g  c i v i l i a n  d e a t h s  t o  t h e  l o c a l  A m e r i c a 1  a d v i s o r  
(pg.  6 ) .  Such r e p o r t s  could  r e s u l t  i n  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  
(pg. 6 )  

d .  Claims i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  

Any t ime s o l a t i u m  payments were made, t h e  SJA was 
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t o  be n o t i f i e d  because of  t h e  p o s s i b l e  c l a ims  a r i s i n g  
o u t  of t h e  same a c t i o n  (pg.  7). Informat ion  on 
p o s s i b l e  c i v i l i a n  c la ims came from many s o u r c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
d i v i s i o n  b r i e f i n g s ,  m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  r e p o r t s ,  r e p o r t s  from 
a d v i s o r s ,  and r e p o r t s  t h a t  might f i l t e r  up from t h e  
u n i t s  (pg. 1 0 )  . 

e .  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  V i e t  Cong c o n t r o l l e d  
t e r r i t o r y .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  
Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  and U.S. f o r c e s ,  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was d i r e c t e d  whether  o r  n o t  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  occur red  i n  
V i e t  Cong c o n t r o l l e d  a r e a s  (pg. 7). However, he noted  
t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  encountered  i n  a t t empt ing  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
t h e r e  and added t h a t ,  pe rhaps ,  subconsc ious ly ,  more 
d i l i g e n c e  was e x e r c i s e d  when t h e  aggr ieved p a r t y  was n o t  
i n  a VC a r e a  (pgs .  7 , 8 )  . There was no i n s t r u c t i o n  o r  
i n t e r n a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  made between i n c i d e n t s  i n  f r i e n d l y  
a r e a s  o r  VC a r e a s  (pg. 8 )  . 
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(The hearing reconvened at 1440 hours, 19 December 

1969.) 


10: The hearing will come to order. 


RCDR: The following named persons are present: LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, COL MILLER, and MAJ LYNN.. 

Sir, the next witness is Colone1,John T. JONES. 


(COL JONES was called as a witness, was sworn, 

and testified as follows:) 


Colonel JONES, will you please state your full name, 

grade, Social Security number, branch of service, organization, 

and station? 


A. John T. JONES, Colonel, JAGC, I 'm 

assigned to the U.S. Army Judiciary, ~ a s h ~ n ~ t o z  
D.C.' 


I0: Colonel JONES, before we begin the questioning, 
I ' 11 ask Colonel MILLER of the 0ffic.e of the Judge Advocate 
~eneral'to advise you concerning certain matters. 


COL MILLER: Colonel, this investigation was directed jointly 

by the Secretary of the Army and the Chief of Staff, United 

States Army, for the purpose of determiking .facts and making 

findings and recommendations concerning two general matters: 


(1)the adequacy of prior investigations and 

inquiries into and subsequent reviews and reports within the 

chain of command of what is now commonly referred to as the 

My Lai incident of about 16 March 1968, and 


(2) possible suppression or withholding of 

information by any person who had a duty to report and to 

furnish information concerning this incident. 


The investigation is not being conducted to in- 

vestigate all of the facts and all of the circumstances of 

what transpired in My Lai. It is directed to those specific 

purposes which I just mentioned. 


General PEERS and the rest of us have had avail- 

able to us and have reviewed prior official statements obtained 

in other official investigations and made by various witnesses 

who have appeared here. 
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Your tes t imony he re  today w i l l  be t aken  under 
o a t h .  A verba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be p repared .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
the r e p o r t e r ,  w e  a l s o  have a t a p e  r eco rde r  t a k i n g  t h e  o r a l  
tes t imony.  

The g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  r e p o r t  is con-
f i d e n t i a l ,  b u t  it is  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a l l  o r  p a r t s  of t h e  tes- -,.- , 
t imony may become matters o f  p u b l i c  knowledge a t  a l a te r  t ime.  --

I 

t :~ 
A s  you s e e  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  people  he re .  General  LL 

PEERS i s  t h e  10. H e  has  t h e  s o l e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  weighing t h e  
ev idence  and making t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations i n  t h e  
ca se .  However, t h e  r e s t  of  us a r e  he re  t o  h e l p  i n  va r ious  
c a p a c i t i e s .  On General  PEERS' immediate l e f t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE, 
a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who has been made a v a i l a b l e  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
of t h e  Army as a c i v i l i a n  a d v i s o r ,  and M r .  WEST, who is  deputy 
t o  General  PEERS, and who i s  ass igned  t o  the O f f i c e  of  General  
Counsel,  Department of t h e  Army, and, of cou r se ,  myself .  
Any one o f  us may a t  some t i m e  ask you q u e s t i o n s  today.  

Before we proceed,  I want t o  mention one t h i n g  
w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  d i s c u s s i o n  of what you have t o  say he re .  You 
are ordered  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your tes t imony t h a t  you g i v e  he re  
today wi th  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i tnes ses  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i -
q a t i o n ,  except  a s  you are r equ i r ed  so  t o  do i n  t h e  performance 
of your o f f i c i a l  du ty  o r  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do be fo re  
a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. 
A r e  you now under t h e  o r d e r  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  
g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  case  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Ca l l ey?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q I n  t h e  even t  you should come under*t h a t  o r d e r  
your. appearance h e r e  i n  -110 way a f f e c t s - t h a t  o r d e r ,  of course .  

10: Colonel  JONES, what was your duty  ass ignment  on 
t h e  16 March 1968? 

A. I w a s  t h e  s t a f f  judge advocate of  t h e  America1 
Div is ion .  

Q How long  had you been i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y ?  

A. I had been i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y  s i n c e  A p r i l  of  1 9 6 7  
when t h e  o r i g i n a l  Task Force Oregon was formed. .I a r r i v e d  i n  
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Vietnam t h e  day b e f o r e  it was organized .  I organized  t h e  
SJA s e c t i o n  and moved t o  Chu La i  w i th  Task Force Oregon i n  
A p r i l  of 1967, and remained i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y  when we became 
t h e  America1 Div i s ion  u n t i l  my d e p a r t u r e  on 2 A p r i l  1968. 

Q. he 2nd of A p r i l ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Who rep laced  you, Colonel  J O N E S ,  a s  t h e  SJA? 

A. A L ieu t enan t  Colonel  M e l v i l l e  WILSON, USARV SJA 
s e c t i o n ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was an i n t e r i m  p e r i o d  of a 
few days o r  maybe about a week o r  two when Major Robert  
COMEAU was t h e  a c t i n g  S J A .  

Q Major COMEAU, I unders tand ,  s e rved  i n  t h e  J A  
s e c t i o n  from about  t h e  t ime t h e  l l t h  Brigade a r r i v e d  i n  country? 

A. Yes, sir. I b e l i e v e  .it was t h e  f i r s t  week i n  
December of 1967. He w a s  t h e  SJA of t h e  l l t h  Brigade i n  Hawaii 
f o r  about 18 months. When they  a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam t o  j o i n  
t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  we had planned f o r  and i n i t i a t e d  a c o n s o l i d a t i o n  
of t h e  l e g a l  o f f i c e s  from t h e  d i f f e r e n t  b r i g a d e s  i n t o  t h e  
SJA o f f i c e  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s .  He came up i m -
media te ly  t o  t h e  SJA o f f i c e  i n  Chu La i .  

Q. Cons ider ing  t h i s  even t  which we a r e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g ,  
would it be a good assumption t h a t  Major COMEAU would perhaps ,  
w i t h i n  t h e  SJA s e c t i o n ,  be t h e  most knowledgeable? 

A. Well ,  y e s ,  s i r .  H e  and I bo th .  He probably--pos-
s i b l y  more s o  t han  I ,  because he w a s  t h e r e  a f t e r  I l e f t .  

Q. Subsequent' t o  t h e  t ime t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  broke 
i n  t h e  U.S. p r e s s  i'n September and October ,  have you had any 
conve r sa t ions  w i t h  anybody concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I have. 

Q Can you r e c a l l  whom you have t a l k e d  t o  about  i t ?  

3 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I ' v e  spoken t o  Major COMEAU about  it. 
Th i s  i n c i d e n t  was f i r s t  mentioned t o  me i n  August of t h i s  
p a s t  y e a r  i n  t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Judge Advocate G e n e ~ a l .  I 
d i d n '  t recognize  any of t h e  f a c t s  o r  t h e  meaning of t h e  
. i n c i d e n t ,  and t h e r e  w a s  a r e p o r t  i n  t h a t  o f f i c e  a t  t h a t  
t i m e  and I r ead  it. That  was t h e  f i r s t  t ime I r e a l i z e d  
t h a t  it had occur red  when I was s t i l l  i n  t h e  America1 
Div is ion .  I have spoken t o  General  KOSTER on t h i s  m a t t e r  
about  2 o r  3 weeks ago. And many o t h e r  people ,  knowing 
t h a t  I was t h e  s t a f f  jud.ge advocate  of t h e  Arneri- 
cal  Div i s ion  a t  about  t h a t  t ime ,  have asked me i f  I was 
t h e r e ,  and I g e n e r a l l y  brush them o f f .  Well,  I ' d  say  I 
d o n ' t  know anyth ing  about  it. 

Q. A s  f a r  a s  people  who were a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  
d i v i s i o n ,  t h e  ones  t h a t  you know you had t a l k e d  t o  a r e  
Major COMEAU and General  KOSTER, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  and one more, a Colonel  D I O N N E ,  
P a t  DIONNE.  I b e l i e v e  he i s  Gerleral K O S T E R ' s  P IO .  I 
spoke t o  him very  b r i e f l y  one a f t e rnoon ,  and he was seek ing  
some in fo rma t ion .  I t h i n k  j u s t  some d a t e s .  I d o n ' t  even 
remember now e x a c t l y  what it was he wanted, and he sugges- 
t e d  t h a t  I c a l l  General  KOSTER. I t o l d  him t h a t  I had 
in t ended  t o  c a l l  him t h e  p rev ious  week and I c o u l d n ' t  
reach  him, and I c a l l e d  him then  immediately.  

Q. What was your purpose of i n i t i a t i n g  a c a l l  t o  
General  KOSTER? 

A. I j u s t  wanted t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  were any q u e s t i o n s  
t h a t  he might have,  any th ing  I could  r e f r e s h  h i s  r e c o l l e c -  
t i o n  on--on any of ou r  cou r t -mar t i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
I know he had s o  many, t h i n g s  on h i s  mind t h a t  I knew he 
might have t r o u b l e  t o  r e c o l l e c t  c e r t a i n  i n c i d e n t s ,  t h a t  they  
would be hazy.  I j u s t  wanted t o  make myself a v a i l a b l e  i f  I 
could g i v e  him any a s s i s t a n c e .  

0- With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f ,  of 
1 6  March 1968, d i d  you have any knowledge whatsoever of an 
i n q u i r y  o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  i t ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t .  I d i d n ' t  even have t h e  
knowledge of t h e  vagues t  rumor o r  any th ing  of t h a t  n a t u r e ,  
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and we u s u a l l y  g e t  rumors f a s t  i n  our  o f f i c e .  There,  
w a s n ' t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  i n fo rma t ion  o r  rumor on anyth ing  t h a t  
might have occur red .  

Q • 
You know of no w r i t t e n  r e p o r t s  or o r a l  r e p o r t s  

t h a t  were made a s  a r e s u l t  of an i n q u i r y  o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I do n o t ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  Major COMEAU mention-
ed t o  me, I b e l i e v e  he s a i d  Colonel  CAMPBELL, t h e  11 th  Brigade 
commander, made a r e p o r t .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  it was o r a l ,  
o r  i n  w r i t i n g ,  o r  p o s s i b l y  bo th .  The on ly  in format ion  
I have on t h a t  was from read ing  t h e  pape r s  and from 
what Major COMEAU mentioned t o  me. 

Q I f  t h i s  had g o t t e n  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where a formal  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  by t h e  America1 Div i s ion ,  what 
was t h e  customary procedure  of t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  t h i s  would have come under t h e  w a r  cr imes 
d i r e c t i v e  of MACV, I b e l i e v e ,  and t h e  SJA would have been 
p r i m a r i l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  war crimes i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
I b e l i e v e  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  provided f o r  t h e  p rovos t  mar sha l ' s  
o f f i c e  t o  a c t u a l l y  f u r n i s h  t h e  primary i n v e s t i g a t o r  o r  a t  
l e a s t  a primary a s s i s t a n t  on t h e  m a t t e r .  We d i d  have,  I 
b e l i e v e ,  two o t h e r  war crimes i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  a s  I unders tand .  

Q I f  t h i s  d i d  n o t  t a k e  t h e  name of a war crime o r  
a t r o c i t y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  of an o p e r a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n  
i n v o l v i n g ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  t h e  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ,  t a k e  a  sma l l  
group,  o r  a s p e c i f i c  number, l e t ' s  say  20 o r  25, and it had 
been i n d i c a t e d  w e  want a formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  under t hose  
c i rcumstances  what would have been t h e  r o u t i n e ?  

A .  The d i v i s i o n  would normally a p p o i n t  someone t o  
conduct  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  under AR 15-6. 

Q Y e s .  

A. Appoint probably a l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l .  or- -wel l  , 
t h a t  many, 20 o r  25, it would have been a l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l  
o r  a f u l l  c o l o n e l .  W e  d i d n ' t  have very many f u l l  c o l o n e l s  
i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  I t  j u s t  might have been a l i e u t e n a n t  
c o l o n e l ,  p o s s i b l y  a  b r igade  exec  o r  a s t a f f  o f f i c e r ,  t o  perform 
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  This would have been more of a command 
channel  t han  a l e g a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
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Q- Would t h e r e  have been o r d e r s  c u t  appo in t ing  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  and d e s i g n a t i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  what he 
w a s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e ?  

A *  . Y e s ,  s ir ,  t h a t  was normally t h e  c a s e ,  s i r .  

Q I t a k e  i t  from your d i s c u s s i o n s ,  Colonel  JONES, 
t h a t  you had no knowledge of any th ing  going on,  any i n q u i r i e s ,  ca 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  r e p o r t s ,  rev iews ,  o r  o therwise?  C3 f 

d&= 

T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  I had no knowledge o r  even any iQA. 
i n k l i n g ,  and wi th  20 o r  25 c i v i l i a n s ,  i f  t h a t  had been mention-
ed ,  I ' m  s u r e  I would have known it. For example, f o r  t h e  r e l a t -
ed  c la ims a c t i o n s  t h e r e  would have been. Also f o r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
i n c i d e n t s  where a r t i l l e r y  rounds were f i r e d  i n t o  a v i l l a g e  
o r  something, k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s .  An i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was i n i t i -
a t e d  immediately.  And i n  c e r t a i n  cases  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  was 
taken whenever war ran ted ,  and t h a t  was t h e  occas ion  wi th  one 
dea th ,  two d e a t h s ,  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  But w i t h  20  o r  25,  
I ' m  c e r t a i n  I would have known about it. 

Q. From a l e g a l  p o i n t  of view, i f  t h e s e  25 had been 
k i l l e d  i n  t h e  course  of an engagement wi th  t h e  V i e t  Cong, 
would t h i s  have made any d i f f e r e n c e  as f a r  as a requirement  
f o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Well ,  s i r ,  i f  it were i n  t h e  course  of  an engage-
ment, a c t u a l l y  where t h e r e  were a r t i l l e r y  and a i r  s t r i k e s  and 
a l l  on t h e  v i l l a g e  and c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d - - I  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
any a c t u a l  i n c i d e n t  anywhere n e a r  t h a t  magnitude b e f o r e  where 
it a r o s e ,  s o  I d o n ' t  have any expe r i ence  f a c t o r  on t h a t .  There 
were c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  i n  c r o s s f i r e s  and a r t i l l e r y  f i r e s  and 
t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  t h e y  were--I d o n ' t  remember any a s s a u l t s  
of t h a t  n a t u r e .  We k i l l e d  a t  t imes  wi th  t h e  H&I f i r e s .  
Occas iona l ly  t hey  would t r anspose  a number i n  t h e  f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  
c e n t e r  t h a t  would cause  a round t o  go a s t r a y ,  and t h e r e  would 
be some r e p o r t ,  o f t e n  through G5 channels .  O r  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
c h i e f  o r  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  would go t o  h i s  a d v i s o r ,  and he 
would q e t  a r e p o r t  t h a t  would cause  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  be 
made. 

Q. That  was. au tomat ic  though,  wasn ' t  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  
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Q =  Even t h e  r e c e i v i n g  of  a r e p o r t ,  c a l l  it an auto-
m a t i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  a s  I would r e c a l l ,  i f  it happened t o  be 
done by a r t i l l e r y ,  I b e l i e v e  you would normal ly  have it as s ign -
ed- t o  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  to--  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  s ir .  They normal ly  r a n  someone 
i n t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  w a s  n o t  i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  involved.  
I'm n o t  s u r e  about  t h a t  on a l l  of t h o s e  a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t s  
though,  o r  i n  an a s s a u l t  where maybe one c i v i l i a n  had been 
k i l l e d  i n  c r o s s f i r e  o r  running o u t  of a v i l l a g e  o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t ,  t h a t  t h e y  always had a formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  
o r d e r s  c u t .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  s ay  t h a t  t h e y  always d i d  t h a t .  

Q. Was it customary, however, f o r  your  G5 t o  c o n t a c t  
t h e  fami ly  and a r r ange  f o r  so l a t i um?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. The G5 made t h e  s o l a t i u m  payments, and 
w e  s e t  t h a t  up between t h e  G5 and t h e  SJA t o  handle  t h a t .  
And a l s o  we would t a k e  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  and, because of  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  of  c la ims  a r i s i n g  l a t e r  on,  w e  would ask f o r  a 
c la ims  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q. Do you have any q u e s t i o n s ,  M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: Colonel  J O N E S ,  d i d  you have any d i f f e r e n t  p o l i c y  
w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  r e l a t e d  c la ims  a c t i v i t i e s  depending upon t h e  
l o c a t i ~ n  of t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t ?  Would it make a d i f f e r -
ence i f  it were i n  what might be d e s c r i b e d  as VC-controlled 
t e r r i t o r y ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I r e c a l l  one i n c i d e n t ,  and I d o n ' t  know 
a l l  of t h e  f a c t s .  I t ' s  hazy i n  my mind. But  I r e c a l l  one i n -  
c i d e n t  t h a t  occu r red  of a  p o s s i b l e  a s s a u l t  by a serviceman,  
one of o u r  s o l d i e r s ,  from a  squad I b e l i e v e .  And we worked 
ve ry  c l o s e l y  w i th  t h e  C I D  and t h e  p rovos t  m a r s h a l ' s  o f f i c e  on 
t h a t .  I t  may have been a squad o r  what t h e y  c a l l  an LRRP,  a 
long range p a t r o l ,  t h a t  had been i n s e r t e d ,  b u t  it was i n  t h e  
mids t  of VC t e r r i t o r y .  W e  t r i e d  t o  g e t  an  i n v e s t i g a t o r  i n  
t h e r e  f o r  2 o r  3 weeks. I t  was s o  c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  enemy 
t h a t  t hey  s a i d  it would t a k e  a lmost  a  b a t t a l i o n  o p e r a t i o n  t o  
g e t  back i n  t h e r e  i f  you wanted an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q- But as f a r  a s  a t t empt ing  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  you 
made t h e  same a t t empt  whether it was s i t u a t e d  i n  VC-controlled 
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t e r r i t o r y  o r  under  RVN c o n t r o l .  

A. W e l l ,  I guess  you could say  w e  made t h e  same 
a t t e m p t ,  b u t  it a c t u a l l y  would t a k e  a d i f f e r e n t  a t t empt  some-
t imes  t o  get w i t h i n  t h e  VC t e r r i t o r y .  

Q. 	 What I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  e x p l o r e  was whether you had a 
a d i f f e r e n t  a t t i t u d e  towards r e p o r t s  of  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  might (21 
occur  i n  VC-controlled a r e a s  from a r e a s  t h a t  w e r e  n o t  VC-con- glLJ* t r o l l e d ?  

A. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  w e  were probably more d i l i g e n t  i n  
t h e  non-VC-controlled a r e a ,  a t  l e a s t  subconsc ious ly .  

Q. 	 Were t h e r e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  d i s regard- -  

A. 	 ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, sir. 

Q. 	 I n c i d e n t s  i n  t h e  VC-controlled a r e a ?  

A. 	 No, sir.  None whatsoever.  

Did you have any i n t e r n a l  p o l i c y  i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t ?  

A. No, sir.  We made no d i s t i n c t i o n .  A c t u a l l y ,  i f  w e  
could i n v e s t i g a t e  an i n c i d e n t  t h a t  occur red  i n  VC-controlled 
t e r r i t o r y ,  w e  would. But t h a t  one i n c i d e n t  t h a t  I mentioned 
where we wai ted  t o  t r y  t o  g e t  t h e  team i n s e r t e d ,  o r  t r i e d  t o  
g e t  back i n  t h e r e ,  i s  t h e  on ly  one I can r e c a l l  o f fhand  where 
it was such a  c o n t r o l l e d  a r e a  t h a t  we c o u l d n ' t .  

Q - 	 When d i d  t h a t  occur?  

A. 	 I t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  i n  January o r  February.  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I t h i n k - - i t  w a s n ' t  a dea th  case. 
t h i n k  it w a s  an a s s a u l t ,  p o s s i b l y  an indecen t  a s s a u l t .  

Q. 	 Did it i n v o l v e  pe r sonne l  of  Task Force  Barker?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I t  
may have been one of  h i s  u n i t s  t h a t  was a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  
America1 Div i s ion .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  have enough r e c o l l e c t i o n .  
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. 	 Q *  Do you r e c o l l e c t  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of misconduct 
on t h e  p a r t  of Task Force Barker? 

A. No, s i r ,  I do n o t .  Now I r e c a l l ,  I ' m  sllre, t h a t  
l a s t  i n c i d e n t  d i d  n o t  i nvo lve  Task Force Barker because it 

.occu r red  up i n  t h e  mountains,  	and Task Force  Barker was o u t  
by t h e  sea. 

Q- F i n a l l y ,  you r e f e r r e d  t o  two o t h e r  war crimes i n -  
v e s t i g a t i o n s .  Could you f i x  t h o s e  i n  t i m e  and i n  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. They occur red  i n  Chu La i  i n  August o r  
September, I b e l i e v e ,  i n  1967. They involved  a s s a u l t s  on 
p r i s o n e r s  i n  our  PW cage i n  Chu L a i ,  and w e  t r i e d  one of t h e  
men by g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l .  He was convic ted  and g iven  
20 y e a r s .  And t h e  o t h e r  two involved  a l i e u t e n a n t  and a  
s e r g e a n t ,  and they  were supposedly s t r i k i n g  p r i s o n e r s  t o  t r y  
t o  g e t  them t o  t a l k  w i th  a s t i c k  o r  something. 

Q- Again r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  PW cage in--  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, s i r ,  t h e  PW cage.  The 
evidence was q u i t e  c o n f l i c t i n g  on t h a t ,  and t h e r e  w a s  no r e a l  
i n j u r y ,  a few w e l t s  maybe. There was some d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  
taken down i n  t h e  b r igade  o r  t h e  u n i t ,  and I b e l i e v e  they  
were r e l i e v e d  of t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  d u t i e s .  

10: Do you have any q u e s t i o n s ,  M r .  WEST? 

MR WEST: No, s ir .  

10: Colonel  MILLER? 

COL MILLER: Y e s ,  s i r .  Did you sometimes pay c la ims  t o  
,people who w e r e  i n  Vq-control led a r e a s ?  

A. ' No, sir.  

Q- I wonder i f  i n  t h o s e  ca ses  where you thought  they 
were o u t  t h e r e  and they  c o u l d n ' t  get--  

A. 	 ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Oh! I n  VC-controlled a r e a .  
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Q Y e s ,  sir. Would you make a de t e rmina t ion ,  f o r  
example, t h a t  a p a r t i c u l a r  person  may n o t  be a VC sympathizer  
b u t  an innocen t  c i v i l i a n  who was k i l l e d ?  

A =  . Y e s ,  .sir. W e  would pay some c la ims .  I t ' s  p r e t t y
ha rd  t o  draw a l i n e  up t h e r e  i n  VC-controlled t e r r i t o r y ,  and 
t h e  l i n e s  sometimes went back and f o r t h ,  b u t  t h e  prov ince  
c h i e f  o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  would c e r t i f y  f o r  us i f  t h e  people  
w e r e  VC o r  VC sympathizers .  I f  t h e  c la ims were i n  a combat 
s i t u a t i o n ,  i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  t h e  r u l e  was t h a t  we i n -
v e s t i g a t e d  b u t  we d i d n ' t  pay t h a t .  W e  r e p o r t e d  back t o  MACV. 
I t  was t h e  RVN government t h a t  made those  c la ims;  we d i d  
n o t  pay those .  

Q That  b r i n g s  me i n t o  my nex t  q u e s t i o n ,  which has  
t o  do w i t h  t h e  r o u t i n e  of g a t h e r i n g  of i n fo rma t ion .  Did you 
normally g e t  your r e p o r t s  o r  c la ims  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  o r  t h e  
p rov ince ,  o r  were t hey  submi t ted  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
through t h e  u n i t s ?  

A. W e  g o t  them from almost  every d i r e c t i o n .  Q u i t e  
a number would come through t h e  prov ince  and d i s t r i c t  c h i e f s '  
let ters t h a t  t hey  would t r a n s l a t e  f o r  u s .  People  who were 
a sk ing  t o  be re imbursed f o r  i n j u r i e s  t h a t  occur red  a t  a 
c e r t a i n  t ime because a group of s o l d i e r s  had come i n  and 
k i l l e d  animals  o r  i n j u r e d  them wi th  a t r u c k .  W e  a l s o ,  i n  
t h e  b r i e f i n g s  everyday,  would make n o t e s  of any i n c i d e n t s  

. t h a t  looked l i k e  c i v i l i a n s  had been i n j u r e d ,  and then  I 
would c o n t a c t  t h e  u n i t s  t o  ask them t o  make t h e  r e q u i r e d  
inves t i . ga t ions .  One o t h e r  sou rce ,  we checked c l o s e l y  w i th  
t h e  p rovos t  marsha l ,  w i th  t h e i r  b l o t t e r s ,  t o  s e e  i f  t hey  
had any i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  would invo lve  c la ims .  

Q. What about  t h e  d i v i s i o n  log?, I t  might r e p o r t  
c i v i l i a n s  kil1e.d o r  i n juked  i n  an o p e r a t i o n . ,  Did y o u  t a k e  
n o t e  of t h a t  ' i n  any way? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  we went and checked t h e  G 3  l o g .  
W e  r e l i e d  on t h e  b r i e f i n g s ,  t h e  PM r e p o r t s ,  and I t h i n k  t h e  
r e p o r t s  t h a t  would f i l t e r  up from t h e  u n i t s  and t h e  adv i so r s .  

10: But you d i d  a t t e n d  t h e  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  
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Q I f  a r e p o r t  t h a t  20 o r  25  c i v i l i a n s  had been 
k i l l e d  was made, it would c e r t a i n l y  have pe rked  up your  
e a r s ,  I imagine .  

, . 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

COL MILLER: Would you g e t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t  w i t h o u t  know-
i n g  any more a b o u t  it, i f  t h e y  s a i d  w e  had 25 o r  30 c i v i l i a n s  
k i l l e d  t oday?  

A. W e  would have i n q u i r e d  i n t o  t h a t  t o  f i n d  o u t  
what t h e  f a c t s  and c i r cums t ances  w e r e .  

Q. Do you remember h e a r i n g  any such  r e p o r t ?  

A. No, sir. 

8- That"  a l l  I have,  s i r .  

10: Colone l  JONES, i f  a n y t h i n g  s h o u l d  cone t o  your  
mind w h i l e  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  unde r  way, i f  you r e c a l l  

, any e v e n t s  which t r a n s p i r e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  which i n  
your  judgment would have a b e a r i n g  upon t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
w e  would a p p r e c i a t e  you g e t t i n g  i n  touch  w i t h  t h i s  h e a r i n g  
a g a i n .  

A. Y e s ,  si.r, I c e r t a i n l y  w i l l .  

10: . T h i s  h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess u n t i l  1530 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1508 h o u r s ,  19 December 
1969.)  

i 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: JONES, Lawrence M. COL 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 4  January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT: Commanding O f f i c e r ,  D i v i s i o n  A r t i l l e r y ,  
America1 Div i s ion  (31  March 1968 - 18 March 1969) .  

The w i t n e s s  had spoken wi th  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  Godfrey 
CROWE, former commander of  t h e  4/21, s i n c e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
was i n  t h e  p r e s s .  CROWE t o l d  him t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
run  ny t h e  l l t h  Brigade was i n c o n c l u s i v e ,  because t h e  
Vietnamese a u t h o r i t i e s  i n d i c a t e d  t h h t  no th ing  had happened 
(pg. 3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  had a l s o  spoken w i t h  Chaplain CRESWELL 
about  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  and had been t o l d  t h a t  THOMPSON had 
r e p o r t e d  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t o  CRESWELL, who had mentioned it t o  
Chaplain LEWIS, b u t  n o t  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s  (pg. 5 ) .  Colonel  
Jack  TREADWELL, former c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  o f  t h e  America1 
D i v i s i o n ,  t o l d  t n e  w i t n e s s  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON r e q u e s t e d  
a copy o f  h i s  r e p o r t  which w a s  found i n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade 
S2 s a f e  and s e n t  t o  HENDERSON (pgs. 5 ,  6 )  . TREADWELL had 
commanded t h e  l l t h  Brigade i n  A p r i l  1969 (pg. 6 ) .  either 
THOMPSON, who w a s  t h e  w i t n e s s '  p i l o t  f r e q u e n t l y ,  n o r  CRESWELL 
e v e r  t o l d  t h e  w i t n e s s  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
was r e a d  GAMBLE'S t e s t imony ,  which i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Colonel  
YOUNG, t h e  p r i o r  DIVARTY commander, had been informed t h a t  
t h e  69 LIA by a r t i l l e r y  may n o t  have been enemy (pgs.  8-10) . 
The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  recal l  any q u e s t i o n  o v e r  GAMBLE'S 
u a t t e r y  and a l a r g e  body count  (pg. 1 0 ) .  H e  knew o f  no 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  o t h e r  than  one d e a l i n g  wi th  an a t r o c i t y  i n  
June (pg.  11). The w i t n e s s  had been t o l d  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  
1968 whi le  MEDINA w a s  working i n  t h e  G 3  s e c t i o n ,  o f  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  had been conducted which determined t h a t  
MEDINA had s h o t  a woman who had moved suddenly (pgs.  1 2 ,  1 3 )  . 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1205 hours ,  2 4  January 
1970 .) 

I0: The hear ing .  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  LTC PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  next  witness  is  Colonel Lawrence JONES. 

(COL J O N E S  repor ted  t o  t h e  10,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as  follows :) 

RCDR: Colonel J O N E S ,  w i l l  you p lease  s t a t e  f o r  the 
record your f u l l  name, grade,  o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

WIT: Lawrence M. JONES J u n i o r ,  Colonel ,  
Headquarters,  1st Armored Divis ion ,  F o r t  Hood, exa as. 
I0: I t h i n k ,  f o r  t h e  r ecord ,  Colonel JONES we would 
want t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  your p o s i t i o n  i s  t h a t  of  an ADC. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you had an oppor tuni ty  t o  read  the i n s t r u c -
t i o n s ?  

A.  Yes, s i r ,  I have. 

Q , Do you have any ques t ions  on them? 

A. NO,  sir.  

Q- There a r e  a couple o t h e r  th ings  t h a t  I would 
l i k e  t o  t e l l  you about. On my l e f t  i s  M r .  Robert MACCRATE. 
Mr. MACCRATE is a c i v i l i a n  a t to rney .  He has  volunteered h i s  
s e r v i c e s  t o  Secre tary  RESOR t o  a s s i s t  us i n  t h i s  inqu i ry  and 
a l s o  t o  provide l e g a l  counsel t o  me and o t h e r  members of 
t h e  team. On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel ARMSTRONG, who has been 
designated by t h e  Off ice  of t h e  Chief of S t a f f  a s  an a s s i s -
t a n t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  E i t h e r  M r .  MACCRATE o r  Colonel 
ARMSTRONG may address ques t ions  t o  you t h i s  morning. We 
have o t h e r  groups such as  t h i s  t h a t  a r e  l ikewise  tak ing  
testimony. I ,  of course ,  w i l l  have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  
p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  a r e p o r t ,  weighing t h e  evidence and making 

. f indings  and recommendations. 
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A s  an Army o f f i c e r ,  you a r e  o rde red  n o t  t o  d i s -
c u s s  your  tes t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  i n -
c l u d i n g  t h e  w i tnes ses  who may appear  be fo re  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a -
t i o n ,  e x c e p t  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do i n  t h e  performance 
o f  your o f f i c i a l  du ty  o r  a s  may be necessary  b e f o r e  a compe-
t e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. I men-
t i o n e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  body because t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  
you may be asked t o  appear  as  a  w i tnes s  b e f o r e  one o f  t h e  
congres s iona l  committees.  I t  i s  conce ivab le  t h a t  t h e  i n -
v e s t i g a t i v e  subcommittee o f  t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  Com-
m i t t e e  may ask you t o  t e s t i f y .  I f  you a r e  r eques t ed  t o  
appear  t h e r e ,  your appearance o r  your  t es t imony h e r e  would 
no t  p rec lude  you from t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  such a body. I do 
n o t  t h i n k  you have been cau t ioned  o r  c i t e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  
judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  case  of  t h e  United S t a t e s  
v. Ca l ley .  

.A. No, s ir .  I have n o t .  

&. Nor do I s e e  any reason  t h a t  you should  b e ,  b u t  i n  
t h e  even t  you a r e ,  your  appearance h e r e  would i n  no way 
change t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  such an o r d e r ,  i n -
c l u d i n g  those  of  o t h e r  judges who 'may be connected w i t h  o t h e r  
g e n e r a l  c o u r t s - m a r t i a l  ca se s  r e l a t i n g . t o  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t .  

A. No, sir.  I unders tand .  

Q Do you h a v e  any q u e s t i o n s  now? 

A. NO, s ir .  

Q. Colonel  J O N E S ,  would i n d i c a t e  what your  duty  as-
signment was i n  t h e  America1 Div i s ion?  

A. Commanding o f f i c e r  , Div i s ion  A r t i l l e r y ,  s i r .  

Q 0 .  

When d i d  you t a k e  ove r  t h a t  ass ignment?  

A .  I assumed command on 31  March 1968,  and I l e f t  on 
1 8  March 1969, s ir .  

Q So, you s t a y e d  i n  country,  f o r  one y e a r ,  roughly? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. You remained a t  DIVARTY f o r  t h a t  e n t i r e  pe r iod?  

b 
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A. yes ,  sir. 

Q m  Since t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  became a mat ter  of 
p u b l i c  knowledge about 4 o r  5 months ago by means of t h e  
r a d i o ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  newspaper, magazines, e t  cete;a, have you 
had any d i scuss ion  wi th  anybody from t h e  America1 Divis ion 
concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f ,  o r  concerning t h e  r e p o r t s  of 
t h e  i n c i d e n t  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i t s e l f ?  

A. Yes, sir.  I have. 

Q - Would you i n d i c a t e  who those  people a r e ?  

A. Yes, sir.  In  September I t a l k e d  t o  Lieutenant  
Colonel Godfrey CROWE who came t o  my o f f i c e  on another  ma t t e r .  
To congra tu la te  me on my promotion, t h a t  was h i s  purpose. I 
brought up t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  I was astounded t h a t  t h i s  had come t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  s o  
long af terwards and t h a t  I had never heard anything of it 
whi le  I was i n  Vietnam. He t o l d  me a t  t h a t  t ime t h a t  they  
had run an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  11th  Brigade while  he was 
t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  remember s i r ,  i f  he was t h e  b a t t a l i o n  com- 
mander a t  t h e  t ime, o r  t h a t  he was on t h e  br igade  s t a f f .  It  
had been inconclus ive .  The Vietnamese a u t h o r i t i e s  who had 
been contac ted  had i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  nothing had happened out  
t h e r e .  Now, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what he s a i d  about t h e  U.S. 
people t h a t  had been interviewed,  b u t  I t h i n k  he must have 
t o l d  me t h a t  they h a d n ' t  found anyone t h a t  would admit t o  
having been t h e r e .  I a l s o  t a l k e d  to-- 

Q. ( In terpos ing)  L e t ' s  s t a y  w i t h  CROWE. What was 
h i s  job? 

A. He had t h e  4th of  t h e  2 1 s t  I n f a n t r y ,  a s  t h e  com-
mander, s ir .  

Q- The 4th of t h e  21s t?  

A. Y e s  , sir. 

Q. When d i d  he t a k e  over  t h e  4th? 

A. He must have taken i t  over  from J i m  ARMSTRONG, 
sir.  

Q. From ARMSTRONG? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- This is t h e  4 t h  of t h e  2 1 s t  t h a t  came, i f  I ' m  n o t  
mistaken, about March, about t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you came? 

A. Y e s  s ir .  About 3 weeks a f t e r  I g o t  t h e r e .  Apr i l .  

Q- Was he commanding it then? 

A. N o ,  sir. ARMSTRONG commanded it. 

a - When d i d  CROWE t a k e  it over? 

A. CROWE took it over  6 months l a t e r ,  sir.  

a .  What was CROWE's job before?  

A. I think he was t h e r e  f o r  a s h o r t  pe r iod ,  s ir ,  as 
t h e  brigade S3, or  as t h e  br igade  XO. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  the 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of which he spoke preceded him a t  t h e  t i m e  
he took command of  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  o r  whether it was subse-
quent  t o  t h e  t i m e  he commanded. I th ink  it must have been 
before .  

a* D o  you know where he i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. He i s  h e r e  i n  t h e  bu i ld ing .  

Q *  CROWE? 

A. Y e s  sir. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. please  proceed. 

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r .  Chaplain CRESWELL who w a s  my 
chapla in  i n  Divis ion A r t i l l e r y .  When I g o t  home, I t r i e d  t o  
g e t  i n  touch w i t h  CRESWELL. We had been good f r i e n d s ,  and 
I wanted t o  f i n d  o u t  how he was and what he was doing. I 
found out  t h a t  he had moved from Dayton, which was t h e  p lace  
I knew he was going when he came home sometime i n  December. 
I was t a l k i n g  t o  another  chapla in  about where CRESWELL w a s  
and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I had no t  loca ted  him. So I wrote a l e t t e r  

(JONES) 4 APP T-226 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

t o  h i s  o l d  address i n  Dayton, and asked them t o  forward t h e  
l e t t e r ,  and t h e  next t h i n g  was t h a t  I g o t  a phone c a l l  i n  
December. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Then we t a l k e d .  "What were you doing, " 
and ca tching  up with the  news. He s a i d ,  "You're t h e  second 
Army guy I t a l k e d  t o  t h i s  week." So, I asked him about t h i s  
and he mentioned t h a t  he had been quest ioned about the  My 
Lai  i n c i d e n t .  

Q. Did he say who had quest ioned him? 

A. NO,  sir. I d o n ' t  remember who. A t  t h e  t ime,  I 
don' t r e c a l l  whether he had come i n  h e r e  o r  whether someone 
had t a l k e d  t o  him on the  phone and i n v i t e d  him t o  appear ,  o r  
what i t  was. But, he s a i d  t h a t  he had repor ted  t h a t  THOMPSON 
had repor ted  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t o  him, and he i n  t u r n  had re-
por ted  t o  Chaplain LEWIS, t h e  d i v i s i o n  chap la in .  I s a i d ,  
" W e l l ,  why d i d n ' t  you eve r  t e l l  me about i t ? "  H e  s a i d  t h a t  
he  j u s t  d idn '  t know why he hadn' t. Then he hooked on the  
remark, "Aren ' t  you g lad  I d i d n ' t ? "  I t o l d  him, "No, I 
wasn ' t " .  I thought I might have pursued it had it  been re -
ported.  I might have pursued it up t h e  l i n e .  That was t h e  
substance of my conversat ion wi th  CRESWELL. 

Q How much d e t a i l  d id  he go i n t o  abbut t h e  discus-
s i o n  wi th  THOMPSON? 

A. N o t  a t  a l l  s ir .  J u s t  t h a t  t h e  events  had been 
repor ted  t o  him, t h e  events  t h a t  had taken p l a c e ,  t h a t  
THOMPSON had repor ted  it t o  CRESWELL, and CRESWELL had 
repor ted  t o  LEWIS. But he d i d  n o t  t e l l  me t h e  circumstances 
a t  a l l  about what THOMPSON had t o l d  him o r  what he had t o l d  
LEWIS. Then, Colonel TREADWELL, Jack TREADWELL, who w a s  t he  
ch ie f  of s t a f f  of t h e  Americal, came t o  F o r t  Hood i n  Decem-
b e r  from 4th Army on a s t a f f  v i s i t .  TREADWELL and I discussed 
t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  and TREADWELL s a i d  t h a t  he had go t t en  a l e t t e r  
from Colonel HENDERSON when h e ,  TREADWELL, was t h e  br igade 
commander. Now, s i r ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  about t h a t .  TREADW3L;L 
was s t i l l  t h e  chief  of s t a f f  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  he g o t  t h e  
l e t t e r  from HENDERSON. HENDERSON asked him t o  forward t o  
him t h e  r e p o r t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  had been run when 
HENDERSON was t h e r e .  HENDERSON t o l d  him t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  could be found i n  t h e  S2 s a f e  of t h e  11th Brigade. 
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So TREADWELL s a i d  he read  t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
Then he s e n t  it o u t  someplace. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  where he s a i d  
he s e n t  it t o .  H e  s e n t  it t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o r  the  Department 
of the  Army, o r  somebody. My guess would be t h a t  he s e n t  it 
t o  HENDERSON. 

Q Now, when d i d  he say t h a t  he s e n t  t h a t  th ing?
Was t h a t  back i n  mid y e a r ,  o r  something? 

A. Yes, sir. I th ink  s o ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember. I 
know TREADWELL assumed command of the  l l t h  Brigade about 
A p r i l  1969. However, I c a n ' t  remember i f  i t  was before  t h a t  
time, when he w a s  s t i l l  t h e  chief  of s t a f f ,  o r  whether it 
was a f t e r  t h a t  when he was t h e  CO of t h e  l l t h  Brigade. 

Q. Did somebody take  t h e  br igade  over between 
HENDERSON and TREADWELL? 

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q. Who w a s  t h a t ?  

A .  John DONALDSON, sir. 

Q DONALDSON had it ,  then TREADWELL? 

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q- And who has it now? 

A .  HOFFMAN, sir .  

Q One of t h e  ques t ions  I have w r i t t e n  down here  was 
t h a t  I wanted t o  ask you i f  CRESWELL d i d  i n  f a c t  d id  come 
t o  you and t e l l  you what he had heard.  

Q No, s ir .  He d i d  not .  I j u s t  cannot understand 
it, sir. I had b r e a k f a s t  with CRESWELL almost every morn-
ing ,  and we t a l k e d  about a m i l l i o n  d i f f e r e n t  th ings  t h a t  
went on i n  t h e  command, and t h a t  j u s t  never sur faced .  

Q Well, we know genera l ly  what was t o l d  t o  CRESWELL, 
no t  i n  s p e c i f i c  terms,  b u t  we know t h e  events  t h a t  were re-
l a t e d  t o  him by t h i s  p i l o t  who was concerned over what he 
had seen. What he had ind ica ted  was c o r r e c t .  He d i d  go t o  
LEWIS t o  have it i n v e s t i g a t e d  through chaplain ' s channels. 
Now, my ques t ion  would be t o  you, who, i n  f a c t ,  d i d  CRESWELL 
work f o r ?  
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A .  H e  worked f o r  me, sir. 

Q Would you n o t  have expec ted  i n  t h e  case of an 
a l l e g a t i o n  of t h i s  s e v e r i t y ,  which I am n o t  going t o  g e t  i n -
t o  d e t a i l s  w i t h  you, b u t  it had t o  do  w i t h  t h e  'Innecessary 
k i l l i n g  of more than  a few women and c h i l d r e n  and perhaps  
some o l d  men, t h a t  t h i s  should  n o t  have been r e p o r t e d  t o  you 
a s  t h e  DIVARTY commander? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  I t  should have been.  It  should have 
been r e p o r t e d  t o  m e ,  and it wasn ' t .  A s  f a r  a s  I know i t  
w a s n ' t  even r e p o r t e d  t o  my XO. I have n o t  d i s cus sed  t h e  f a c t  
w i t h  my XO t o  s e e  i f  he knew anyth ing  about  it. H e  is  h e r e  
i n  Washington i f  you want t o  t a l k  t o  him, sir.  

Q. W e  would l i k e  t o  have h i s  name. 

A.  Lieu tenan t  Colonel  Raymond PHILOPENA. Th .a t f s  
P-H-I-L-O-P-E-N-A. 

Q- Did you e v e r ,  by one means o r  a n o t h e r ,  a s i d e  from 
CRESWELL, h e a r  of a very  d i s t r a u g h t  a v i a t o r  who submi t ted  a 
r e p o r t  of what he  saw about  t h a t  t ime? 

A.  No, sir.  I d i d n ' t .  A t  t h e  t i m e  I took over  
DIVARTY I had two p i l o t s  who w e r e  f l y i n g  f o r  DIVARTY from 
t h e  aero-scout  p l a toon  of t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n .  One of 
them w a s  M r .  THOMPSON. The o t h e r  one--I 'm s o r r y ,  I c a n ' t  
remember h i s  name. H e  w a s  known a s  " L i t t l e  J o e , "  b u t  I 
c a n ' t  remember " L i t t l e  J o e ' s "  l a s t  name. And, I d i d  g e t  t h e  
word l a te r  on t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON was unhappy f l y i n g  f o r  t h e  
aero-scouts .  H e  had been s h o t  a t  s o  f r e q u e n t l y ,  he w a s  an-
x ious  t o  q u i t  f l y i n g  f o r  t h e  aero-scouts  and w a s  anxious  t o  
come back t o  something a l i t t l e  less h a i r - r a i s i n g .  H e  t hen  
came back and f lew wi th  t h e  D iv i s ion  A r t i l l e r y  a v i a t i o n  sec-
t i o n .  I had never  been g iven  t h e  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  he w a s  un-
happy w i t h  f l y i n g  f o r  t h e  Warlords because of any th ing  t h a t  
h e  had seen  o r  an i n c i d e n t  such as My L a i ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  prob-
l e m  w a s  a l s o  t h a t  f a c t  of g e t t i n g  s h o t  a t .  

Q Did he f l y  you p e r i o d i c a l l y ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  Q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y .  

Q H e  never  mentioned t h a t  t o  you? 

A .  No, sir.  
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Q.  We understand t h a t  he  was wounded subsequent ly 
and moved o u t  of t h e  t h e a t e r ?  

A. No, sir .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he was wounded. I think 
he was i n  an a i r c r a f t  acc ident .  

a* Oh, yes. T h a t ' s  what i t  was. 

A. I t h i n k  he went down f a i r l y  c lose  t o  Chu Lai 
during a check r i d e .  There were two o r  t h r e e  of them eva- 
cuated about t h e  same t ime,  and I th ink  he was t h e  one t h a t  
had h i s  back i n j u r e d  and was moved home. 

Q. When you took over  t h e  DIVARTY from Colonel YOUNG, 
d id  you make a t o u r  of t h e  f i r e  bases  t o  s e e  what t h e  a r t i l -  
l e r y  looks l i k e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

DO you r e c a l l  going t o  LZ Uptight?Q m  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

&a  
 Was anything s a i d  t o  you then about t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
support  of Task Force Barker o r  t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h i s  ad hoc 
s e r v i c e  b a t t e r y ,  s o  t o  speak? 

A. No, s i r .  W e  had formed an ad hoc b a t t e r y ,  a s  you 
say.  YOUNG had formed ad hoc b a t t e r i e s ,  and w e  g o t  t o  be a 
support  b a t t a l i o n ,  b a t t e r y  support  b a t t a l i o n ,  and a l l  thkee 
of  them were working extremely w e l l .  A l l  t h r e e  were formed 
i n  t h e  same fashion .  We took t h e  b e s t  guncrews from bat-  
t e r i e s  and formed them up. Then we p u t  a very f i n e  cap ta in  
i n  charge and he d i d  a f i r s t  c l a s s  job wi th  t h a t  b a t t e r y .  

Q. Tha t ' s  t o  support  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - Did t h a t  p e r t a i n  t o  your br igade? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  read you something t h a t  comes up i n  
the testimony of  Captain GAMBLE. This was supposed t o  have 
taken p lace  wi th  Colonel YOUNG, b u t  t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a s l i g h t  carryover  i n t o  your per iod:  
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"Q . Who was your d i v i s i o n  a r t i l l e r y  com-
mander? 

"A. Colonel YOUNG a t  t h a t  t ime,  s ir .  

"-. "Q. Do you remember h i s  f i r s t  name? 

"A. No sir. I do n o t  remember h i s  f i r s t  
name because he l e f t  almost immediately. About a 
week l a t e r  he re turned  t o  CONUS. He approached 
me and asked me genera l ly  how th ings  were going 
and I mentioned t h a t  we had p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  
My Lai  opera t ion  and t h a t  w e  had been c r e d i t e d  
along with t h e  a i r  s t r i k e s  t h a t  had occurred,  a s  
'lmving a body count of 6 9 ,  t o  the  b e s t  of my me-
mory s i r ,  and he was accompanied by my b a t t a l i o n  
commander. 

"Q. Who was the  b a t t a l i o n  commander a t  t h a t  
t ime ? 

"A. Colonel LUPER, sir.  When I mentioned 
this, Colonel LUPER, t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my reco l l ec -
t i o n  s a i d ,  'We ' r e  no t  s u r e  t h a t  those were a l l  ene-
mys' That was a l l  t h a t  was mentioned t o  me a l l  
t h e  time I was i n  country.  That was a l l  tlfat was 
e v e r  asked of me o r  t h a t  I know o f . "  

M r .  MACCRATE asked Colonel LUPER, and t h i s  is  a c t u a l l y  i n  
Captain GAMBLE'S testimony a f t e r  we had t a l k e d  t o  Colonel 
LUPER, M r .  MACCRATE asked: 

"Q. When Colonel LUPER v i s i t e d  you i n  Apr i l  
w i th  Colonel Mason YOUNG, you descr ibed  t h e  v i s i t  
i n  answer t o  a ques t ion  from Colonel WILSON l a s t  
June and you s a i d ,  ' I  mentioned t h a t  w e  had g o t t e n  
6 8  K I A ' s  on p repara t ion  r e c e n t l y  and t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
commander commented t h a t  they  w e r e  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  
they were enemy o r  no t .  That is  t h e  only th ing  
t h a t  was mentioned about t h a t  ." 

Then they went on t o  a f u r t h e r  ques t ion .  Captain GAMBLE was 
quoted as answering: 

"I k e p t  my mouth s h u t  a f t e r  t h a t .  
A f t e r  I mentioned t h a t  and my b a t t a l i o n  commander 
s a i d  t h a t ,  I j u s t  d i d n ' t  say anything."  
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M r .  MACCRATE then  asked: 

"Q . Now, when you say t h a t  you k e p t  your 
mouth s h u t ,  a r e  you saying  t h a t  you never there-
a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  the  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  had been 6 8  
o r  69  K I A ' s  a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion?  

"A. No, sir.  What I meant t h e r e  was the  
b a t t a l i o n  commander. When he mentioned t h a t  and 
t h e  t h r e e  of  us were s tanding  t o g e t h e r ,  I d i d n ' t  
say anything a f t e r  t h a t  i n  t h a t  conversa t ion  a s  
I was never  approached about anything concerning 
t h i s  a f t e r  t h a t .  

IrQ. When you used t h e  term, 'Kept my mouth 
s h u t , '  t h a t  sounds l i k e  you sensed something t h a t  
you weren ' t  t o  t a l k  about. 

"A. No, s i r .  I j u s t  d i d n ' t  say anything 
i n  the  conversat ion,  s i r . "  

D o  you e v e r  remember a s i t u a t i o n  such as  t h a t  e v e r  coming up, 
Colonel JONES, where t h e r e  was a ques t ion  placed upon whether 
o r  no t  a l l  of t h e s e  were r epor ted  t o  be k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  
were, i n  f a c t ,  VC? 

A .  No, sir. I d o n ' t  remember, I remember going wi th  

LUPER t o  v i s i t  GAMBLE, and being shown around h i s  b a t t e r y .  

I a l s o  went with J i m  YOUNG t o  s e e  t h a t  b a t t e r y .  He and I 

had about a 1 0  day over lap ,  s ir .  


a .  I understand t h a t .  

A .  But, I donl ' t  remember any d e s c r i p t i o n  o r  ques t ion  
where t h e r e  was a l a r g e  body count by t h a t  b a t t e r y .  I d o n ' t  
remember anything be ing  s a i d  by LUPER along such a l i n e  t h a t  
might have been an i n c i d e n t  where we k i l l e d  l a r g e  numbers of 
non-VC . I j  us t don 't remember any such exchange as  t h a t ,  
sir. 

Q. Were you ever aware t h a t  t h e r e  was an inves t iga -  
t i o n  being c a r r i e d  on by t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. N o ,  sir. Well, I th ink  I should amplify t h a t  a 
l i t t l e  b i t .  We had another  a t r o c i t y  i n  t h e  America1 Divi- 
s i o n  i n  e a r l y  June. General RHOADES who was suppor t  command 
commander, was running t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  f o r  General YOUNG 
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who was t h e  a c t i n g  d i v i s i o n  commander between General KOSTER 
and General GETTYS. I saw a l l  these  people t r i p p i n g  i n  and 
o u t  of General YOUNG'S o f f i c e ,  and asked t h e  obvious ques t ion ,  
what was t h i s  a l l  about?, I was t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  had been a 
major i n c i d e n t  and i t  was being i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  and t h a t  I 
should make su re  t h a t  I found o u t  nothing about it because 
I would c e r t a i n l y  be s i t t i n g  on a genera l  cour t .  So, there-
a f t e r ,  I made i t  a p o i n t  when I saw any a c t i v i t y  of  t h i s  
na tu re  going on,  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  ask a l o t  of ques t ions .  That 
was none of my bus iness ,  because I knew I ' d  be s i t t i n g  on a 
c o u r t .  So, i f  t h i s  one would have been going on, s i r ,  I very 
l i k e l y  would have avoided f ind ing  o u t  about t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q. Y e s ,  bu t  you weren ' t  even aware t h a t  it was i n  
progress  ? 

A. NO, sir.  I wasn ' t .  
Q 

Q Did Colonel HENDERSON ever  mention such a th ing  
t o  you, o r  General YOUNG, o r  General KOSTER? 

A. Eb, sir .  

Q- I have h e r e ,  Colonel JONES, some e x t r a c t s  from 
t h e  Americal Division A r t i l l e r y  SOP'S. Have we en te red  t h i s  
i n  t h e  record? 

RCDR: No, s ir .  

I0 : I would l i k e  t o  have t h e s e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  the  re-
cord and made an e x h i b i t .  

RCDR: This e x t r a c t  w i l l  be en te red  i n t o  t h e  record and 
marked as  Exh ib i t  M-66. 

This is a l e t t e r  from Headquarters,  Americal Div-
i s i o n ,  dated 5 February 1968 ,  subj e c t  : Gunnery Checkl i s t .  
It is en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  and marked a s  Exh ib i t  M-67. 

This is  a l e t t e r ,  Headquarters,  Divis ion A r t i l l e r y ,  
da ted  12 October 1 9 6 7 ,  s u b j e c t :  A r t i l l e r y  Items f o r  Command 
Emphasis. It is en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  and marked as  Exhi-
b i t  M-68. 

A message from t h e  CG, America1 Divis ion ,  da ted  
2 December 1 9 6 7 ,  sub jec t :  Reporting. It is en te red  i n t o  
t h e  record as  Exhib i t  M-69. 
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A l e t t e r  from Task Force Oregon, da ted  7  May 1967, 
s u b j e c t :  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  of A r t i l l e r y  Inc iden t s .  It is en-
t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  as Exh ib i t  M-70. 

A message from CG, Task Force Oregon, da ted  J u l y ,  
1967, s u b j e c t  : Reporting and Inves t iga t ions  o r  E r r a t i c  
A r t i l l e r y  Rounds. It i s  en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  and marked 
as  Exh ib i t  M-71. 

A message, da ted  Ju ly  1967, s u b j e c t :  Double Check 
Procedure f o r  A r t i l l e r y  Units ,  and s igned by Colonel 
Mason YOUNG, a r t i l l e r y  commander. I t  is  en te red  i n t o  t h e  
record and marked as Exh ib i t  M-72. 

A message, s u b j e c t :  Or ien ta t ion  and Training i n  
A r t i l l e r y  Techniques, da ted  May 1967, and s igned by Colonel 
Mason J. YOUNG, J u n i o r ,  a r t i l l e r y  commander. It is  e n t e r e d  
i n t o  the  record  and marked as  Exh ib i t  M-73. 

B 

An e x t r a c t  of  t h e  6 t h  B a t t a l i o n ,  1 1 t h  A r t i l l e r y ,  
SOP, dated 18  November 1967. It i s  en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  
as  Exhib i t  M-74. 

A memorandum f o r  record  da ted  17 January 1970, 
s u b j e c t  : Task Force Oregon, America1 Divis ion A r t i l l e r y  
Reports of A r t i l l e r y  I n c i d e n t s ,  A p r i l  1967 t o  February 1968, 
s igned by Jerome K. WALSH, Jun io r .  I t  i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  
record and marked as  Exh ib i t  M-75. 

10: I show you t h i s ,  Colonel J O N E S ,  recognizing this 
i s  no t  t h e  e n t i r e  document. There a r e  o t h e r  e x t r a c t s  from 
t h e  document which we have taken from t h i s  f o r  o t h e r  purposes.  
I would ask you i f  t h i s  is t h e  document t h a t  remained i n  
f o r c e  during t h e  pe r iod  when you had taken over ,  recognizing 
of course,  t h a t  t h e r e  may have been subsequent d a t e  changes. 

A. Yes, sir. W e  modified them throughout t h e  yea r ,  
but  t h i s  was i n  e f f e c t  when I g o t  t h e r e ,  sir. 

Q. Can you t h i n k  of anything a t  a l l ,  Colonel JONES, 
t h a t  you may have heard from s i d e  comments, o r  a  s ta tement  
of any k ind  o r  rumor t h a t  may have caused you t o  suspec t  
t h a t  something took p lace  i n  t h e  Song My a r e a  i n  the  middle 
of March t h a t  had been q u i t e  unheard o f ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  was one th ing .  MEDINA who was an 
impressive c a p t a i n ,  and I mentioned how impressive he was 
one time when he was working t h e  G 3  s e c t i o n .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
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who it was t h a t  I mentioned i t  t o .  A t  t h a t  t ime,  someone 
t o l d  m e  t h a t  MEDINA had s h o t  a woman one time when he was 

/ 

out wi th  h i s  company, and t h a t  t h i s  had been i n v e s t i g a t e d .  
They determined t h a t  t h i s  woman had made a sudden move t h a t  
had s t a r t l e d  him, and he turned  around and s h o t  i ier .  That 
was t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  I e v e r  heard of dur ing  t h e  time 
t h a t  I was i n  Vietnam about e i t h e r  MEDINA, o r  h i s  company, 
i n  any i n c i d e n t  around t h a t  a rea .  

Q* What t ime was t h a t ,  do you remember? 

A. When I mentioned about MEDINA and t h e  conversat ion? 

a. % s ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q N o ,  sir.  I d o n ' t .  I j u s t  would guess i n  t h e  
f a l l  of  1968. 

Q- The f a l l  of 1968? 

A. Yes, sir.  That would be my guess .  

Q. Do you remember who you were t a l k i n g  t o ?  

A. No s ir ,  I d o n ' t .  I t  could have been Colonel BEERS, 
who was then  the  Divis ion G1. No, sir .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  remem-
b e r  who t h e  conversat ion was w i t h ,  b u t  I do remember t h e  d i s -
cuss ion  about MEDINA a t  t h e  t ime, . . 

a- Well, I ' m  happy t h a t  you remembered t h a t  one. 

MR MACCRATE: I would l i k e  t o  come back j u s t  a moment t o  
: your conversat ions w i t h  Colonel CROWE. Can you i n d i c a t e  

what p a r t  he personal ly  played i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by t h e  
11 th  Brigade? 

A. No, s i r .  I t h i n k  he must have been t h e  Brigade 
XO a t  t h e  t ime.  When t h e  r e p o r t  was submit ted ,  he read 
through it. T h a t ' s  a l l  I can imagine, s i r .  But, he d i d n ' t  
say what p a r t  he played i n  i t .  

10: Well, Colonel JONES, you have been h e l p f u l  t o  u s ,  
and I am s o r r y  t h a t  we had t o  c a l l  you i n .  I would ask t h a t  
you cont inue t o  th ink  about t h i s ,  and i f  you do r e c a l l  any 
i n s t a n c e s  t h a t  may f i t  i n t o  t h i s  jigsaw puzzle--we a r e  get-
t i n g  q u i t e  a few of t h e  p i e c e s ,  I must say--but, i f  any of 
i t  does come back, and s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  f o r  example, i f  you can 
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r e c a l l  who made t h i s  comment t o  you, it may be h e l p f u l  t o  us.  
We would l i k e  you t o  g e t  i n  touch with us s o  we can have t h e  
b e n e f i t  of t h a t  information.  In  a d d i t i o n ,  i f  by chance you 
have any documents, which may be of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  u s ,  and 
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  we would l i k e  t o  t ake  advantage of  those .  
We d id  o b t a i n  from Colonel YOUNG a copy of  t h e  SOP. We have 
from him copies  of t h e  messages and d i r e c t i v e s  which were 
i n  force .  We have a l s o  a  copy of a l l  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  
r e p o r t s ,  t h e  summary of them. I understand i t  was requ i red  
t h a t  these  t h r e e  documents be k e p t  i n  a l l  t h e  u n i t s ?  

A .  	 Yes, sir. 

Q. Which h a s  been very h e l p f u l ,  and t h a t  is  t h e  b a s i s  
o f  what we have h e r e .  But, i f  you can th ink  of  anything 
above and beyond t h i s  t h a t  would be of  a s s i s t a n c e ,  memos, 
d i r e c t i v e s  photos,  maps, a e r i a l  photos,  o r  anything o f  t h i s  
s o r t .  I would be very happy t o  have these .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  
a t  t h i s  time i f  you have any q u e s t i o n s ,  I would be very 
happy t o  answer them. O r ,  i f  you would l i k e ,  we would g ive  
you an oppor tuni ty  t o  e n t e r  a s tatement  i n  t o  t h e  record.  

A. S i r ,  I do have one ques t ion .  Have you had an 
oppor tuni ty  t o  t a l k  w i t h  t h e  forward observer  of C/1/20? 

Q. Yes. 

A .  Well s i r ,  t h a t  is t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  I--

Q • ( In te rpos ing)  Well, we n o t  only t a l k e d  t o  him, 
b u t  a l s o  have t a l k e d  w i t h  t he  o t h e r  F O  with Bravo Company. 
The forward observer  f o r  Char l i e  Company, I would say  it is 
a French name, o r  French-Canadian, h i s  name is ALAUX, A-L-A-U-X. 

A. 	 Oh, yes ,  s i r .  I remember him. 

10: 	 The hea r ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  t ime. 

(The h e a r i n g  recessed  1240 hours ,  2 4  January 1970. ) 
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