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Lincoln WAS reared
AS HARDSHELL BAPTIS'

Entries Found In Deerskin-Bound Records c

the Baptist Licking-Locust Association o
Regular Baptist Churches In Kentucky
Prove His Father Was a Pillar of thi

Church

lilXCOLX CITY, Ind., Oct. 31.—Rolling bark the mists of a cen-
tnry and offering the decrsltin-boond records of Little Pigeon Baptjst
rburcb, near here, as tlic missing link of Abraham Lincoln's religion,
Thomas B. 3IcGregor, assistant attorney general of Kentacky, has given
to an appreciative American substantial evidence that Abraham Lincoln
•was reared in the simple faith of the "hardshell" liitptist church.
Much of the mystery of Linco!n-s+ ^vcll to Do T^ in, Uay.

"The pn rents of Ahraham Lincoln
tIese^^•e a fairer eslimato than has
been allotted them by most of the

religion and tlial of his parents, for

tti,ore than half a century a mooted
question, has been evaporated by the

flndin??3 of Mr. McGregor in 'he

records of Little Pigeon cliurch.

There is no record of Abraham Lin-
coln's affiliation with any church Hc-

T

Pomination, but Mr. XfcGregor's story
pf Thomas Lincoln, moderator nnd
pillar of fho liftle r-aptist church,
proves concluni vely. Mr. McG^cgo^
sjiys, that the Lincoln family were
iiaptists.

C.Tvp Com <o Chnrch.
"Thomas Lincoln was not In such

poor clrcumstancc-s but that be al-
v-ays donated to the needs of his
church." sai'l ^(r. McGregor in offer-
ing the following copy of an agree-

'

tnent to build a new chimney on the
meeting house:

"\Vc the undersigned Do agree one
tvith another (o paj' the Serveral
Komcs pcxt our names in produce
this fall to be Delivered Betwixt the
first fc 20 of December, the produce.
Bs follows, Corn, wheat, whiskey, soft
Linnen wool or any other article a
material to do the work with, the pro-
duce win. he .Delivered at Wni. Lar-
kcrs in good mercantile produce."
Signed with other names is:

"Thomas Lincoln, white corn, man-
D fact u red—pounds—24."

"Thus," continued Mr. McGregor,
"we have revealed to us the religion
cf Abraham Lincoln's parents, his sis-
ter, .Sarah, and of himself. Tie was
raised in the simple hardshelled faith,
which in after years nevei- left him.

"^^e have no record of Thomas Lin-
coln or his wife ever uniting with
ony church after Ihcy moved to Illi-
nois in l.S.TO."

:
biogr.Tphers of Lincoln,'' .raid Jfr. Mc-

I

Gregor, "and the story, as told by the

I

records that arc .still to be found In
the archives of IJLtle T'lgpini church,
near Lincoln City, ,'>pender county,
Indiana, of the devotion paid by the
parents of LincMn to Ilim who
fruided the lad of Pigeon Creek in
tlie hour of the nation's travail, goes
far to give to them their true esti-
mate. In fact, they were •well to do
pioneers of their day, of sturdy an-
c(-stral stock, owned a. farm, domes-
tic animals, tools, and a family Bible,
neighborly, sacrificing, a.nd active
church going members.
"Pigeon Creek church ^^'as founded

on .Tune S, ISlfi, the year that Thomas
Lincoln and his family nioved from
Kentucky and settled on l.,ittle Pig-
eon creek, in what was then ^Var^ick
county, Indiana t'^rritory. It was
Dien, as no^v, the chief church in that
vicinity.

'

,

"When the meeting house was built
its site wa,"? ,-elected about :i mile
vest of ThomaT! Lincoln's home, the
church building today occupying
practically tho same place. "U'hen
Linoln's mother died she was buried
between their home and the church,
thn gravc.^ard not having- been at
th.at time started at the churcli, but
^\hen Lincoln's sister, Sarah Crisby,
died, in 1S2S, she was buried ;< t the
church burying ground, where her
grave i.«! :'et to be seen, marked by
a rough ptone.

"This church, wUh Its continuous
^Tlstence sinco 1816, has only '"o
>>ooks cont.iinlng Its records and min-
utes; tht) first covering the period
from 1816 to 18-10, It is In this book
that we find Abraham Lincoln's'

father, stepmother and sister -were
active members of tho hard-shell
Baptist church of Pigeon Creek, and
this book, with its deerskin cover, the
hair still remaining, not only reveals
In its crude historic way the true
religion of Lincoln's parents, but
elves us tho best Insight yet found to
bis own religious views.

T'arenln 'Marrlrd by 'Mcthodlfit.
"Thomas Lincoln and Nancy Hanks

"were married by a Methodist minister
by the name of .Tesse Head, tiut short-
ly afterw.nrd the.v were united \\ith

one of (he churches of the Baptist
Licking-I^ocust association of Regu-
lar Baptist churches in Kentucky,
ond when Nancy Lincoln died in In-
diana, Abraham, by his own efforts,

had their Kentucky p.-istor, Ti^lder

David Klkins, come to their' wilder-
pess home and preach at hi,'? m.oth-
er's funer.il.

"After Thoma^s Lincoln bad married
S-illy Bush Johnson be sent back to
bis Kentucky church and obtained his
letter of fellowship, and. as the Piin-
tites on .lune 1. I'iC.I, show, he united
v-ith the Pig''on Creek church by this
letter and his -wife by cTperience.
Vrom that date until tli'-y mo\ed to
Illinois in 1530 their names appear
freeiuentl.v in the minutes of the
church proceedings. Thomas being
one of the pillars of tho church, act-
ing as moderator, on committees to
Investigate the conduct of brethren
and sisters, and messenger to assocl-
s.tions, bearing the letter of I'igeon
Creek to her sister churcliCs.
"The historic minute which records

the affiliation of Thomas Lincoln and
his wife with this little pioneer
church follows:

" '.June the 7, 1S2*.

"'The church met and after prayer
proceeded to business.

"'Ist Inquired for fcHowsbip.
"'2nd Invited members of sister

churches to seats with u.s.

" '."rd Opened .i. dorc lor the Re-
ception of Members.

"'4th Received Brother Thomas
IJpkbon by letter and x x x t x x
""th Received Brother Joliri AVire

by Relation and Sister Tjlnkhoft and
Thonias Carter by Kxperaucc."



LINCOLN'S RELIGION
Because of the conflictint; state-

ments recently printed on the su'jject.

the Rev. \V. J. Puckett of Cave City.

Ky., inquires of The CouiierJournal

what was Abraliara Lincoln's relic-

ious belief—of what church, if any.

was jLincoln a member, A few days

apro, .says Mr. Puckett, was published

the statement that Lincoln was "a

Presbyterian." Uecently, lie adds, he

saw "a list of Presidents" wherein

Lincoln was set out as "a Unitarian."

CommeniinK on these reports, Mr.

Puckett says:

I was pastor at L:ncoln'.s birth-

place, llodgtrnville. Hy., for nine

years. I nni sure that the airod peo-

ple of that vicinity were under tlie

impression that Lincoln was a Bap-
ti.st in religious belief, but probably
was not a riieml)er of any church.
It is undeniable that his father and
mother were Baptists. Since the
subject is up for discussion, will not
some(jne. who may have unques-
tioned evidence reKardintr it, please

state whether .•X.braham Lincoln was
a Baptist, a Presbyterian, a Unita-
rian or member of any other church
or of no church. It is hi>;h time
that doubt respecting this interest-

ing question was set at rest.

Research concerning the point

raised by Mr. Puckett's inquiry fails

to make sure that Lincoln was what

is known as "a church member."

There is no record available to prove

that Lincoln was ever "baptized." The

death of Lincoln's own mother when

her son was a boy deprived him of an

influence that often prompts the
;

younff to becouie church members, p

Though his father was marrlefl a sec-
^

ond time, and to an excellent woman.
"reliRioua conventions" were not rifir-

orously observed in the Lincoln house

hold. Pastors were few. Invitations

to join the church were less Insistent

than later they became.

Lincoln, alone in the world and con-

fronted by life-conditions that obtain

near the frontier, Krew up in an at-

mosphere, if not of relijcious indiffer-

ence certainly of ecclesiastical neKlect.

He was required to chart his own voy-

ane. Companioned with the Bible, he
did BO. Of the Old Testament and the

New he drank deep. To hlni each was
a well of IlvlnK water to which he
seldom failed to repair for strength

and reXrMbment.

Of all men of his generation, Abra-

ham Lincoln was least beset with the

spirit of "sectarianism"—employing

the word in Us larger sense. As In

politics he was above all party and all

section, loving his whole country and

all its people, so In religion he was

distinctly and magnificently "catho-

lic," employing the word "catholic" In

its generic sense. If his political

vision foretold freedom for all his

countrymen, his religious spirit cher-

ished the hope that the time might

come when there should be neither

Jew nor Greek, bojid nor free, for

all should be made one In human love

and divine law.

Emerson's words—"God is like the

ocean which is called by different

names as it washes different shores"

—

seem to hint the broad religious toler-

ance of Abraham. Lincoln. Abraham
Lincoln's whole life seems to enforce

the point made by Thomas Jefferson:

"I never told my own religion, nor

scrutinized that of another. I never

attempted to make a convert nor

wished to change another's creed. I

have ever judged of the relis^'ion of

others by their lives » • • for it Is

in our lives, and not froui our words,

that our religion must be read."

With Abraham Lincoln, Jew, Catho-

lic and Protestant alike, in America

at least, may justly claim spiritual

kinship. With him also Buddliist and

Shintoist and Zoroasteri.st may keenly

sympathize. With none of these had

he quarrel or controversy. Unlike the

little boys at play on (he seashore at

night, one of whom .said, "Here is, the

pathway to the moon," only to hear his

companion cry out, "No; here is tlie

pathway of to the moon." Abraham
Lincoln's great soul divined that each

wa.s correct, that the only difference

between the two lads was one of view

l)oint.

That Lincoln was not a nominal

church member neither adds to nor

detracts from either his goodness or

his greatness. When judged by his

life his religion surely was a good

one.



Hoosier Church Record Shows
Lincoln "Hardshelled'' Baptist

Little Pigeon Congregation Near Lincoln City Domi-
nated by Father pf War President After 1816,

Kentucky Attorney Finds.

LJNOOLN CITY, Inil., Oct. 30—JlolK

ing back the mists of a centui-y and ot-

ferlnK the deerskin -bound records or

Uttle Pigeon Baptist Church, near here,

as the miiising' Ujik of Abraiiaiu Lin-

coln'3 rellgrion, Thomas B. AtcOregor,

assiatant attorney jceneral of the state

of Kentucky, has g'ivtn to an appreci-

ative America HubstantloJ evjrtonce

that Abi-aham Llacohi was roared In tlie

simple faith ot the "hardshelUd" Bap-
tist church.
Much of the mystery of Lincoln's re-

ligion, and that of his parents, for over
a half-century a moot rjue.sllon, has
been evaporated by tlie findings of Mr.
McGregor In tlic little old deerskin
book of Little Pigeon Church.

Family Were Baptists.

There la no record of .\braham Lin-
coln's ovulation with any church de-

nomination, but Mr. McG-regror s i:tor\'

of Thomas Lincoln, moderator and pillar
of the little Baptist church, proves con-
clusively, Mr. McGregor says, that the

:
Lincoln family were Baptists.

I "The parents of Abraham Lincoln de-
serve a fairer estimate than has been

I allotted them by most of the biogi aphors
I of Lincoln," said Mr. McGregor, 'and
j

the story, as told by the records that
are still to be found in the archives of

j

Little PIreon Church, near Lincoln Cltv,
I Spencer county, Indiana, of the devotion
paid by the uarents of Lincoln to Him

I

who guided the lad of Pigeon creek In

I

the hour of the nathms tra\all, i,-oc.-h far
to siu» U^-tiiom th^lr trut e.-Hr-m-tc. 'tn
fact, they were well-to-do pioneers of
their day; of sturdy ancestral stock,
owned a farm, domestic animals, tools

I

and a family Bible; neighborly, sacri-
ftclnK and active church-going members.

^

"Pigeon Creek Cliurch was founded
June 8, 1816, the year tbat Thomas Lin-

. coin and his family moved from
I
Kentucky and settled on Little Pigeon
creek in what was then Warrick coun-
ty, Indiana Territory. It was then, as
now, the chief church in that vicinity.
When the meeting house was built,
its site was selected about a mile west
of Thomas Lincoln's home, the church
building today occupying practically
the Kame place. When Lincoln's moth-
er died, she was buried between their
home and the church, the gravevard not
liavlng been at that timo started at the
church, but when Lincoln's sister
Sarah Grlgsby, died In is28, she was
burled at the church burying ground

' where her grave is yet to be seen
marked by a rough stone.

Covers 24 Years.
"This church, with Its continuous

existence since 1816, has only two books
containing Its records and minutes-
the first covering the period from Ult!
to 1840. It Is In this book that we
find Abraham

, Lincoln's father, step-
mother and sister were active members
of the hardshell Baptist church of
PI»eon creek, and this book, with Its
deer-skin cover, the hair still remain-
ing, not only reveals In Its crude his-
toric way the true religion of Lincoln's
parents, but gives us the best insight
yet found to his own religion-^ views.
"Thomas IJncoIn and Nancy Hanks

were married by a Methodist minister
by the name of Jesse Head, but shortly
afterward they were united with one
of the churches of the Baptl.'Jt Licking-
Locust Association of Regular H.iptlst
Churobcs In K*atucky, and wbea Kaacy^

to
of

Lincoln died In Indiana, Abraham, bv
:iis own efforl.s, had lli.ir Kentucky
pastor, KIder David Elklns, come to
tlielr wilderness home and preach his
niothi-i's funeral.
"Aft. r Thomas Linoulii had married

.Sally Bush .lohnson he sent back to nis
•ventucky church and obtained his let-
ter of fellowship and, as the minutes
of June 1, J.S:;;i. show, la: united with
the K'ig. on Creek chureh by this lettt-r
and his wife by ext>erleiiei. l^'ioin that
'late until they moved to Illinois In
1830, their names aiipear frequenllv In
the minutes of the church proceeding's.
Thomas being one of the pillars of the
i;liurch. acting as moderator, on coni-
npittees to Investigate the conduct of
brethren and sisters, and messenger
associations. bearing the letter
Pigeon Creek to her sister churches.

Minutes of Meeting.
"The historic minute which re-

cords the afnilathon of Thomas Lin-
coln and his wife with this little pioneer
cruireh follows:

" 'June the 7, 1823.

" "The church met and after prayer
pioceedcd to business.

" '1st. Inrpiired for fellowship.
" '^nd. Invited members of sister

churches to seats with us.
" '3id. Opened a (b.i,- i,.r the Recep-

i

tion of Members.
" '4lh. Received Brother Thomas

Linkhon by letter and . . .

" '7th. Received Brother Jonn Wire
l'\ Relation and Sister Linkhon and |'

'riioiiias Cartel- by K.\perienne.'
Tl-.oi..a., l_ii.v.^lR v.-Ti?r- Tirrt Tn .'.i.^h

poor circumstances but tliat ho always
donated to the needs of his church,"
said Mr. McGregor in offering the fol-
lowing copy of an agreement to build
.a new chimnej- on the meeting house:
"We the undersigned Do agree one

with another to pay the .Serveral Somes
,

next our names in produce this fall to
he neli\ered Betwixt the first & 20 of
December, the produce. ,is follous.
Corn, wheat, whisky, soft l.iiuien wool
or any other article a material to do
the work with, the produce will be De-
livered at Win. Barkers In good mer-
cantile jirodiico." \

SIpned with other names Is:
"Thomar^ Lincoln, white corn, manu-

factured—ijounds—24."
"Thus," continued Mr. McGrefror,

"we have revealed to us the religion
of Abraham Lincoln's parents, his sis-
ter Sarah and of himself. He was
reared in the slmide hardsholled faith,
which in after years ne\'er left him.

"AA'e have no record of Thoma.s Lin- i

coin or his wife ever uniting wiih anv
|

church after they moved to Illinois i

in 1830." U

- /
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CHURCH RECORD

Mists of Century Rolled Back and Deerskin Records Intro-

educed to Prove Emancipator Reared in Simple Faith of

(The 'Hard Shelled' Baptists.

; ^Associated Presi)

L1^C0LN CITY. Ind.. Nov. 12.—
Rwlling- back the mists of a ceiitury,

and offeriug- the dcerskln-lioumi rec-

ords of L,ittle rigeoii Baptist churcli
near lieie as the luissiiig' link of

.\brahain Lincoln's religion, Tliouias
13. MccJregor, assistant" attorney gen-
'ci-al of the stale of Kentucky, has
given an appreciative America sub-
stantial evidence that Abi-ahaui Lin-
coln was reared in the simple faith

at the "hard-shelled Baptist church.
, .Much of the, m.\stery of Linrolji'.s

j^ligion, and that of his parents, for

niorc than a half century a moot
ffuestiou, lias been evaporated by the
fiuding'.s of Mr. McGregor in the
Ijttle old deerskin book of Little

Pigeon church.

) There is no record of Abraham
Lincoln's affiliation witli any church
denomination, but Mr. JIcGregor's
story of Thomas Lincoln, moderator
and pillar of the little Baptist church,
pr6\es conclusively, Mr. McGregor
Bays, that the Lincoln family were
jjaptlsts.

"The parents of Abraham Lincoln
deserve a fairer estimate than has
ben allotted them by most of the
biographers of Lincoln," said Mr.
McGregor, "and the story, as told by
the records that are still to be found
in the archives of Little Pigeon
church, near Lincoln City, Spencer
county, Ind., of the devotion paid hy
the parents of Lincoln to liira who
(fuided the lad of Pig-eon Creek In

the hour of the nation's tra\ail, goes
|ar to give to them their true esti-

liafe. In fact they were well-to-do
Sioneers of their day; of sturdy an-
cestral stock, owned a farm, domes-
tic animals, tools and a family Biblp;
neighborly, sacrificing and active
rihurph-going nuinhei\«.
WOVKD FKO.M 1vL:\TUCKV

"Pigeon Creek ciiujch was founded
On June 8, 1S16, the year that
Thomas Lincoln and his family
hioved from Kentucky and settled on
Ivittle Pigeon crock In what was then
Warrick counti', Indian.x Territory.
II was then, as now, the chief church
in that vicinity. When the meeting
house was huilt Its site was selected
about a mile we.^^t of Thomas T^in-

coln's home, the church building to-

d.iy occupying practically the same
place. "Uheii Lincoln's mother died
Phe was buried l)otween their home
end the church, the graveyard not

the church, but wlicn Lincoln's si.s-

ter, Sarah Grisby, died in 1S28 she
was bulled at the church burying
grouml, wJiere her grave Is yet to be
seen, marked by a rough stone.

"This church, with its continuous
existence since 1816, has only two
books containing its records and
minutes; the first covering the period
from 1816 to 1840. It' is in this book
that We find Abrahanj Lincoln's
father, stepmother and sister were
active members of the haid-shelj
Baptist cliurch of Pigeon Creek, and
this book with its deei-skin cover, the
hair still remaining, not only reveals
In its crude historic way ihc true re-
ligion of Lincoln's parents, but gives
us the best insight yet found to his
own religious views.
"Tlitunas Lincoln and Nancy iraiiKa

were married by a Methodist minis-
ter by the name of Jesse Head, but
phortly afterwai-d they were united
with one of the churches of the Bap-
tist Licking-Locust association of

Regular Baptist churches in Ken-
tucky, and when Nancy Lincoln died
In Indiana, Abraham, by hi-s own ef-

forts, had their Kentucky pastor, Ll-
der Da\id Klkins, come to their wil-

derness home and preach his moth-
er's funeral.
UNITED WITH CHURCH

"After Thomas Lincoln had mar-
ried Sally Bush .''ohnson he sent back
to his Kentucky church and obtained
his letter of fellowship and. as tlie

minutes on June 1, 18l'3 .show, he
united with the Pigeon Creek church
by this letter and his wife by experi-
ence. From that date until they
moved to Illinois In 1830 their names
appear fretiuently In the minnte.s of

the church proceedings, Thomas be-
ing one of the pillars of the church,
acting as moderator, on committees
to Investigate the conduct of breth-
ren and sisters and messenger to as-
sociations, bearing the letter of

Pigeon Creek to her sister churches
The historic minute which record,s

the affiliatiem of Thomas Lincoln and
his wife with this Utile pioneer
church follows:

"June 7", 1S:;3.'

"The chu'rch met and after prayer
proceeded to business.

"1st Inrjuired for fellowship.
"I'nd Invited members of sister

chnrche.s to .seats with us.

".ird Opened a dore for the Ke-
ceptloii of Members.

\V. II. Sawiii has ntcivcil a copv of
jlhe Lvna, 111., Wcvkly Kash; contain-
an iirficlc ou the early it-li-ious Irain-
ii\^ of Ahiaiiiim Lincoln. The ailicK;
was wriltcu by J. G. Sawin. au uuclc
of W. II. Snwin, anil declares the
Great Emancipator was reaivd iu the
"HanlshcH" Baptist faith. His fath-
er and mother, say.s the article, were
marriv'd by a .'\Ietho(li.st ministei', but
a tier the death of Abraham Liucoln'^j
mothi'r, whos(? ,ianii> before her mai-
I'iase was Nancy Hanks, his father
and his second wife became niomhers
of tliv DaptLst church. Lincoln's life
says the writer, shows many evidences
of his early training lu the chiirrh

Llnkhon by letter and • » »

"7th Received Brother John Wiie
by Relation and .Sister Linkhon and
Thomas Carter by Experancc."

/VIAVAYS AIPED CHURCH
"Thomas Lincoln was. not In such

poor circumstances but that he al-

ways donated to the needs of his

church," said ^\r. McGregor in of-

fering the following copy of an agree-
ment to build a new chimney on the
meeting house:
"Wc the undersigned Do agree one

with another to pay the .Serveral

Koines next our names in produce
this fall to be Delivered Betwixt the
first (t 20 of December, the produce,
as follows. Corn, wheat,' whiskey, soft

Linnen wool or any other article a
material to do the work with, the
produce will l^e Delivered at "U'm.

Barkers in good mercantile produce."
iSigned with other names is:

"Thomas Lincoln, whita corn,
manufactured—poundf;— 2 4."

"Thus." continued Mr. McGregor,
"we have revealed to iis the religion

of Abraham Lincoln's parents, his

sister. S.'irah, and of himself. He
was raised in the simple hard-shelled
faith, which in after years never left

him.
"We have no record of Thomas

Lincoln or his wife ever uniting with
any church after they moved to IIU-

riois in 1830." . _





Church in Which Was Sowed the Seed

Of Abraham Lincohi's Emancipation

Proclamation Still Used in Worship
By HOWARD MURRAY

GRANDVIEW. June :;7._(Si:c j ,

J—Xearly four juiles from Luko „ '

City, the burial jila. o f,: N m. \

Hanks Lincoln, niuilur ui' ii. i j i

mortal Lincrin, sits Liiilo Pi i

Baplis^t cliun:h. an i.L.MMr. ii

liLiildin; ret.i.iiig i.ji a gi , , u i,, , ,

till-, sliado oC ircc.-; cciunri. .-, cM
i

This churcii, alilioueh i.Mj-.nli jl

1572 to replace tilt orisinal <:ii u I

erected almost .>• years cirli.i. i

holds the iradiiions ui cn<- ..f u
wiost critical prriocli; in .Nuur i i

li-itory. I'ro.viiuiiy oflrn haili i
I

L.nder\aluaiioii of tliiii£;s ai'..! u
Js brought out in ilie lai.i ilin i

Ihough the churcli .stands uiidir i i

very eyet, of Torkot historian.-;, it i
I

j

riot been granted tlif idai.-c ui In.-' ^

liiat it merits.

Here the liule, rural coii;;r. sali
of decades ago canio^o worship, i

wed, to christen, and to bury tlnii
dead. In the rjuiet little ceniett i

holding, in hearts Jong turned
pathetic dust, stories of the life i i

the pioneers, there is much of int^.
est. to the historians, the romanticist,
the dreamer. Here lie the, founders
of the church and the unassuming
makers of history.
The 109th anniversary of tlir

founding of the duilxJi observed il-
cently, June 8, to' be exact, has
brought to light the fact that mucli
Influence was wielded within ii.=.

Vails that led to the downfall of the
bondage of the black race in Ainer-

i?? If '!SS^S!^:^^^*ii^iBs:x£iL>t,i„i!n!!y^i

i

1^

k
k

^v*-.-

Mrs.
o. i;.

lea.

The seed of abolition, llie haired
of slavery, preached in the .simple
language of an obscure rural pastor.
within the walls of the church fell
on fertile ground in the«niind of an rcarpt-nter work.
lawkward, gangling youth. This seed,
krowing with the growth of that
voulh into manhood, became a coii-
Uction strong enough to shake to
he foundations the mightiest nation
\i earth. When the conflict oi.

'Others had ended, out of the chaos
pught by a sincere man's convic-
ts came the striking away of the
Uls of a subdued and downtrodden

yi June 8. 1816, John Weldon and
tnaa Downs, pioneer citizens of
younty. founded the church. Its
pal congregation consisted of 13
Tis. As one atlas says: 'Six
•nd seven females." The or-

Ulon chose Samuel Bristow as
I tor.

Thomas I.iin;ola, Jjr. and Mr.s
tiriftuh, Je.s.sij Oskiiis, and the
iohu r.iclKirdsou. These names

.'0 .still familiar in ^pcncor county
lod.iy.

Hoou after iulfio.-i in rcli^iuu.-i
ictivuios uas aroused an effort was
put lorth to build a churcli to hou.-e
iliu congregation and met with ready
response. A mile south of l.lucolnfny on the farm of Xoah Cordon
and on that of Samuel Howell the
l.iiilding was erected. (Jordun and
ihnvell contributed the ground upon
uhich it was built. Thomas Lincoln
ihe latlier of the future president
assisted by the boy Abraham, did the

^

Upon tile .omplcliou of the. build-
ing, it is said, Abraham Lincoln
came inio contact witli church life
tor the first time. The following e.x-
ceipt IS taken fiom a Spencer county
alias of iSTD:
"Adam Shoeniacher was the third

Pa.^tor to lather the little flock and
u-re the immortal Lincoln received
bis first lessons in democracy and
abolition.'
Perhaps the old preacher realized

hat the future held much in storeor the gangly, awkward, backwoods
'''>> It IS said that a great many"t his sermons held the theme that
't was sinful to hold human beings
a-^ l|ioperty. Hero became inculcated

;ne In the vicinity of Lincoln I UiuX"^' eonvIcUonM'l
"'""'"^

a any knowledge of the names " ron,^ wis be'in" u^.^Hie' M- \
^'"''

icongregation. However, cth-' ° '''^ "^
'^'•''"

Md the Ilev. Mr. Bristow's
i

ck, of this number se\elal
Wve been preserved. Among
*e: Mr. and Airs. William
r and Mrs. William Barker,
»lr^ Henry fJunterman, Air
\rfcuben Urigsby, Mr. and
p Gordon, .Mr. and Mrs. I

>»tll, Mr. and Mrs. Hobert
r- and Mrs. Jacob Oskins.
rs. James Uentry, Mr. and

And here, under Shoemacher's guid-
ance was conceived and nurtured the
•^pfd that later bore fruit in the abo-
liljon of slavery in the United States.
The clnuxii, with its burden of tra-

dition, still stands. It is now u.-ed
^v what IS known as the Little
t 1,^'eoii co ngregation.





OLD LINCOLN CHURCH RECORD

WILL NOT BE SOLD TO FORD

Above—Church record of the Little Pigeon ( liiuch, bearing

the nanis of Abraham Lincoln's father. The name, mlsspeUe<l

Linkhorn, is eiRhtJi from the bottom.

Below—Exterior view of the Little Pigeon Chmch.

\5\ircxu\ to The InfllaiiapoUs Star.]

EVANSVILLE, Ind.. Aug. 2.—Mem-

bers of the Little Fiseon Church,

of primitive Baptist faith, which

was organized in Spencer county in

181G and of which church Thomas

Lincoln and his daughter SaraJi

wore lirled as early members, will

not be forced to sell the old ledger

which contains the records and the

minutes of the church from its or-

ganization down through some thirty

years.

They were preparing to make the

sacrifice and to offer the old book,

bound in deernkin from which the

hair has practically all been worn,

to Henry Ford for hi."? museum, in

order to obtain funds to build a

short stretch of road leading from
the main highway to their church
building so that tney might be able

to get to their place of worship. The
road as it stands becomes impassable

during winter weather and the mem-
bers are unable to get to church

.services.

Press Club Aids Church.

However, ofTicers of the Boonvillc

Press Club have assured church

leaders that that organization will

get behind a movement to finance

the road and prevent the sacrifice

of the old ledger which they feel

should remain in the Eection which
created it.

It has been suggested by George
^

Honig, Evansville sculptor and his-

torian, that the contents of the old

ledger, the pages of which are of

parchment and well preserved, be

printed in book form and sold, the

funds to be used towards financing

the road building project.

The ledger, with its record of

church proceedings, contains much
history as yet unpublished. It re-

cords "di.-,misEal of many early mem-
;

hers of the church of more than one

hundred vears ago. Some were dis-

missed by letter as they took up

their abode elsewhere ;
some died

and their names were crossed out

and the date of their death recorded-

after the name and still others, in

every case men, were excommuni-
cated. The one word stands alone.

There is never an explanation as to

what deed or deeds led up to the

churching of the unfortunate mem-
ber, though the minutes of the meet-

ing may have gone into these details.

It has further been suggestcc" by

Mr. Honig that such of the logs as

still remain from the original build-

ing, this having been torn down
when the present frame structure

was erected, and the logs used to

build a stable, be used in the recon-

struction of the old log church. With-

in thi.^ church he proposes that a

.^cene of wor.ship be portrayed, using

stone or wax figures to represent the

pioneer preacher and his congrega-

tion. He would ma,ke of this a mecca

for tourists who will some 31%'" come
to Lincoln City to see the $1,000,000

memorial which is to be erected

there. Some small charge might be

made or a free-will offering taken

here to apply to the expense of road

building.

Other Means Suggested.

Or. if these plans prove too slow of

maturity. "W. B. Carleton, editor and

pul)lisher of the Boonville Enquirer,

declares that it is certain that the

Pocket Publishers' League would put

on a fund-raising campaign and pave

the road to the church, saving the

old ledger. .

The old book, which is now m the

custody of Lewis Varner, Boonville

grocervman, though nge-yellowed, is

quite legible, but difficult to read be-

cause of the difference in lettering of

that day.
Its pages are filled with names of

men and women who figured promi-

nentlv in early history of this section

of Indiana and of Kentucky.





Indians- —J.'onuinent to Lincoln' s Sister

Old Pigeon I{ii])t!st church (al)oyo) which Alie Liiico'di nssisle;! in|

bnilfUni? and Uie monument erected to his sister, f)uricd in the

churchyard.





















Rev. Samuel Bristow,

Morgan County Pioneer,

Preached To Lincolns

iDtereetlng both as an incident In

the pioneer history of Morgan county

tnd In Its relation to the growing

mass of Lincolnlana is the identifica-

tion of Rev. Samuel Bristow, pioneer

Baptist preacher in Morgan county,

Bs the same Samuel Bristow who was
the first regular preacher at the Lin-

coln family church in Indiana, the

Pigeon Church on Pigeon Creek In

Spencer County.
In 1816, a group of thirteen settlers

along Pigeon Creek, including Sam-
uel Bristow and Lavina, his wife, or-

ganized the Pigeon church with Bris-

tow as clerk. They were Separate

Baptists, emancipationists and rather
Calvanistic. In November or Decem-
ber, 1816, Thomas Lincoln brought his
wife, Niujjcy Hank;;, and his children.
Sarah and Abraham, to Pigeon Creek.
The Kentucky churches with which
the Lincolns had affiliated were Sep-
arate Baptist and emancipationist, al-
though the Lincolns were married by
a Methodist preacher. The Kentucky
churches in the Lincoln country were
torn by the slavery controversy. There
iwere many slaves in the region and
j

also emancipationists and abolitionists.

!
Neither Thomas Lincoln nor his

i father, Abraham, ever owned a slave
although both held title to much land.

I
Nancy Hanks Lincoln died in October,
1818 and in December of the next
year Thomas went back to Kentucky,
married Sarah Bui>h Johnston, a
widow with several children, and
brought her and her brood to his In-

1

idana home, much to its betterment,
the Pigeon congregation built a meet-

|

ing house in 1819. Thomas Lincohi, i

a carpenter of sorts, and as we noW;
know a good natured, inoffensive,
law-abiding, and notably honest man,
improvident but in a plodding way in-

,

dustrious and hard working, assisted
in its construction. He did not re-
move his membership from a Ken-
tucky church until 1823. Just why he
delayed so long in moving his mem-
bership to the Pigeon church whose

I

doctrines were satisfactory to him is!

not clear. The Lincoln family remain- I

ed on Pigeon Creek until 1830 when it!

came to Illinois. Just prior to leav-
ing Indiana the Pigeon church grant-
ed a "letter of dismission" to Lincoln
and his wife, but after the letter was
granted he was appointed on a church
committee to settle a quarrel between
two of the sisters. His reputation was
so good that he was selected to serve
on church committees and as peace
officer, and road supervisor.

Lincoln Worshipped Speakers
Abraham Lincoln was about eight

ye-u-s old when he was brought to In-
diana and he remained there about
thirteen years. As a small lad, even
he was a hero worshipper as to public
speakers. Apparently he determined
while quite young to make a public
speaker of himself and he made
youthful efforts at public speaking.

The preacners at Pigeon church were
those he listened to in his formative
years. Bristow was one of the earliest

he heard and must have influenced
his impres.'^ionable mind.
Samuel Bristow was the first regu-

lar preacher at Pigeon church. On
June 14, 1821, he performed the mar-
riage ceremony of Dennis F. Hanks
and Elizabethh Johnston, a step sister

of Abraham Lincoln, in the home of

Thomas Lincohi. A census of 1821

shows that Bristow, his wife, four

boys and three gii'ls, were residents of

Spencer county, Indiana. After that

he disappeared from Indiana history.

Headed Colony Here
Samuel Bristow brought a colony

consisting of his own and the Reid,

Box, Curlock and Bosher families to

the region just north of the present
Jacksonville in 1821 or 1822. Bristow
acquired the eighty acre tract now
owned by Charles S. Black, the one
crossed by tlie new hard road, and
two other tracts east of it now owned
by Lauries. The Reids locatea farther
west.

Bristow organized his colony into a

church which appears to have been
the first religious organization in

what later became Morgan county.
His church continued some years but
finally disbanded. He appears to have
been the first preacher to hold serv-

ices in the community. His colony was
undoubtedly made up of Kentuckians
and some or all of them may have
lived for a time along Pigeon Creek

I

in Indiana as early writings refer to

the colony as Indianians.
I A Prominent Pioneer

I

Bristow was rather prominent in

the pioneer history of Morgan coun-
ty. He was one of the commissioners
named to fix a temporary seat of jus-

tice when the county was organised,

in 1823, and was one of the county's
first justices of the peace. He brought
his emancipationist principles with
him and in 1823 or 1824 was a mem-
ber of an anti- slavery society of Mor-
gan county. He and his wife, who
signed deeds as Laviney and Laviny,
remained in the county for a decade
or more and then removed to Carroll

County, Ai-kansas.

An increasingly great interest is

being shown in any thing connected
witli the name of Abraham Lincoln
New books are coming regularly. The
Lincoln Association of Springfield, 111.,

the Lincoln Historical Research
Foundation of Fort Wayne, Ind., of

which Dr. Louis A. Warren is director

and many individuals are constantly
uncovering hidden Lincolniana. Dr.
Warren, author of Lincoln's Parentage
and Childhood, etc, and who has
spoken in Jacksonville several times,

edits Lincoln Lore. In a recent issue

he referred to Samuel Bristow, the
preacher at Pigeon Creek, Ind. A
local citizen recalled the Morgan
county pioneer of the same name. Re-
.search quickly disclosed that the
Pigeon Creek preacher and Morgan
county pioneer were one and the same
man.
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The Spencer County Historical Society of Indiana, Rockport Improvement Asso-
ciation, Chamber of Commerce, City Council and Kiwanis Club invite you to an old-
fashioned pioneer celebration on July 4th, 1935, in the Rockport City Park at Rock-
port, county seat of Spencer County Indiana.

The day's festivities open at 10:00 a. m. of that day with a pioneer parade through
the city streets to the park.

In the park are tables and benches for picnic parties, good drinking water and
free parking for automobiles.

For those who wish it there is to be served an old-fashioned pioneer dinner in
the park for 50c a plate. There is no admission charge to enter the park.

At 1:00 p. m. the McGuffey Club is to have a program in the "Lincoln Pioneer
Village" and at 2:30 p. m., in the park, there is to be a program of music and speeches
by noted people and the dedication of the "Lincoln Pioneer Village," a memorial to
Spencer county pioneers and to Abraham Lincoln, whose boyhood days were lived in
Spencer county from the age of seven to twenty-one.

Come, join with us in living a day out of the past and at the close of ihe after-
noon see an Indian raid on the Pioneer Village.

A Reception Committee is to be stationed just outside the "Lincoln Pioneer Vil-
lage" in the park to make you welcome. The Committee hopes to meet you there.
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN AT PIGEON CREEK
A Drawing by Frederick Policy.
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MILEAGE FROM DALE, INDIANA
To Route

NORTH
Miles

Huntingbu rg, Ind. 231 9

Jasper, Ind. 231 16
Loogootee , Ind. 231 37
Indianapo lis, Ind. 231, 50, 37 137 1

Fort Wayne, Ind 231, 50, 37..252 |

Chicago, III. 231 ...300 1

Detroit, M ich. 231, 50, 37,24 414 |

EAST
Santo Clous, Ind. 460, 245. 5

Corydon, Ind. 460 59
Louisville, Ky. 460 83
Hodgensvi lie, Ky. Stort 460..122
Cincinnati,, Ohio 460, 42 ...191

Woshington, D.C. 460, 42, 50 693 |

Boston, Mass. Start 460 .1068

SOUTH
Lincoln Homestead 231, 345. 3

Rockport, Ind 231 22
Owensboro, Ky. 231 36
Bowling Green, Ky 231 ...112

Nashville, Tenn. 231, 31 W......169

New Orleans, La. Start 231....715
Miami, Flo. 231, 90, 100, 1..1193

WEST
Lynnville, Ind. 68 19
Evonsville, Ind. 68, 57, 41... 42
New Hormony, Ind. 68 59
Cormi, III. 68, 460 83
St. Louis, Mo. 68, 460 ...210

Denver, Colo. 460, 40 .1094
San Franc' CO 460, 40, 24, 40 2818 |

(Over)
1
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INTEREST in Abraham Lincoln and

all he said and did was never keener

than it is today. Nevertheless, by

bomc quirk of fate possibly, all the hu-

morists whose writings helped to relieve

the great War President's most anxious

hours seem to have been forgotten, "Ar-

temus Ward," "Petroleum V- Nascby,"

"Orpheus C. Kerr," and "Q. K. Philan-

der Docsticks"—every one of these with

their odd pen names has fallen into a

neglect that approaches oblivion.

One of the most picturesque members
of the group was "Josh Billings" (Henry
Wheeler Shaw), a true Berkshire Yan-
kee, born on April 21, 1818, at Lanes-

boro, Mass. His father was a well-known

lawyer who served for years as a stale

senator, a Congressman and the New
England manager of Henry Clay's ill-

siarrcd presidential campaigns.

When the boy was old enough, he went

to Hamilton College in Clinton, New
York, but he never graduated. It was a

long, roundabout journey in those days,

and on one of these trips young Shaw
fell in with a group that had just re-

IN the year 1816, on June 8 to be ex-

act, the Pigeon Creek Baptist Church

constituted in the community where

Abraham Lincoln grew to manhood. In-

asmuch as the church exerted a major

influence in all community life in pioneer

days, this institution, with the possible

exception of the log-cabin school, possi-

bly contributed as much to the intellec-

tual, the religious and the social develop-

ment of Lincoln as any Other organized

group with which he came in contact.

It is evident from the title page of the

old Pigeon Church record-book which is

still extant that this particular group was
associated with what was known as the

Regular Baptists. This excerpt is taken

from the title page: "Book for the pur-

pose of recording the business of the

Church of Christ constituted by the

Regular Baptists at Pigeon Creek signed

by William Stark." The note of the or-

ganization follows: "Saturday. June S,

1816, the Baptist Church of Jesus Christ,

known by the name of Pigeon Church.

Warrick County. Indiana territory, was

constituted by Brother John Weldon and

Thomas Downs, presbytery, called for

that purpose, whose names, numbers, and
articles of faith and government arc as

follows: First, the Church chooser Sam-

uel Bristow, Moderator, and Thomas
Downs, Clerk for the meeting." There
were fifteen charter members of the

Pigeon Church.

Like many other early religious organ-

izations, the meetings of this group were
held in the homes of the people and it

was not until March 13, 1819, that some
definite action was taken with respect to

the building of a house of worship and

the selecting of a site for such a building.

There was apparently a difference of

opinion as to where the church should be

built, as might be expected, and any de-

cision was postponed until there was
more of a "Oneness of mind concerning

the seat." In July of the same year a

committee of five was appointed to view

three different places which had been sug-

gested for the church site, or as it was
called in the record-book, the church

On December 11, 1819, the church con-

firmed the original recommendation that

the meeting house be built at Brother

Gordon's. At the January meeting the

committee on the building site made a

report with reference to the acquisition

of the land, and on February 12. 1820,

Abraham Lincoln's eleventh birthday, by

(Flca^c lurn to pag, 45)

This painting, now in Baltimore, portrays President Lincoln upon bis arrival in !*

Washington to take up his duties as head of the nation. Over his right arm
carries the famous shawl, a distinguishing feature of his costume

WITH A FUND OF YANKEE QUIPS AND SAWS "JOSH" BILLINGS

HELPED TO LIGHTEN THE DARKER HOURS OF THE GREAT WAR
PRESIDENT

HC- By James Aldredge

turned from the Western frontier. Their

accounts of their adventures and the

strange sights they had seen fired the

youth's imagination, and after that col-

lege became too dull a place for him.

With ten dollars his father had given

him. the young man set out upon a wan-
dering life through the West that lasted

for over ten years. Once he was travel-

ing with two other youthful adventurers

when their combined funds stood almost

at the vanishing point. Shaw proposed

that they put on a show at one of the

local "opera houses." The others caught

eagerly at the idea, and in the part of

"Mordecai David," young Shaw gave a

lecture on mesmerism that brought down
the house and helped to restore their

finances for a short time.

But this was only a makeshift. The
Yankee traveler had to do various things

—farming, running a coal mine, piloting

an Ohio River steamboat, auctioneering

and selling real estate. The West must

have lost its charm after a while, for in

1858 Shaw returned East and settled

(Please turn to page 45)

One of the moat recent statues to be erected to Abraham Lincoln is found

in Hingham, Mass., where his first American ancestors lived. In 1637

Samuel Lincoln (his great-great-great-great-grandfathcr) left his native

town of Hingham, England, and joined his two brothers who had helped

to found this New England town ; they named it after their home in Old
England. The Old Ship Church, where Samuel and his family worshiped.

Bttll stands, and in the chiu-cbyard one finds many Lincoln graves
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He Made Lincoln Laugh
(Concluded from page 41)

down as an auctioneer and real-estate

operator in Poughkeepsie, New Vork.

Here his literary career began under a

curious circumstance. He tried writing

funny articles for the local papers, and at

first they attracted no attention whatever.

But when the versatile auctioneer pat-

terned after "Artemus Ward" and re-

sorted to the crude spelling of the bewil-

dered rustit, a startling success followed.

People read his paragraphs and were

convulsed by the combination of phonetic

orthography and Yankee wit. Newspapers

in other cities copied them, and "Josh

Billings" found he had a following.

Soon he began looking for a publisher.

"Artemus Ward" came to his rescue and

helped to launch the volume that became

a favorite with readers

—

Josh Billings'

Book and Sayings. Then The Netv York
Weekly invited "Josh" to write a regular

column, and he kept this up for the next

twenty years at a salary of $100 a week.

His faithful public included Abraham
Lincoln in the White House. The Presi-

dent might be harassed hy worries, but

his love of humor never failed. One day,

after the Cabinet had been kept waiting

to the point of exasperation, the Presi-

dent stalked in, carrying a paper. Sol-

emnly he sat down and began lo read

But it was no weighty editorial on the

Administration's latest move or the con-

duct of the war. The President wanted

to share "Josh Billings' " latest column

—

his "Essai on the Muel." As Mr. Lin-

coln's voice rambled along, Stanton's ex-

pression grew more and more outraged.

The grim War Secretary looked as

though he would quit the room in dis-

gust.

Cabinet officers were not often invited

to listen to something as trivial as the

following: "Tha kant hear any ((uicker,

nor further than the boss, yet their cars

are big enuflf for snow shoes. The only

wa tu keep them into a paster, is tu turn

Ihem into a meddcr jtncing and lei thini

jump out. . . , Tha are the strongest cnt
tnres on earth, and heaviest, according rn

their size; I herd tell ov one who fell n|,h

the tow path, on the Eri Kanawl, an.l

sunk as soon as he touched bottom, '>ui

he kept right on towing the boat tu the

nex slashun, breathing thru his ears,

which stuck Out ov the water about 2

feet, 6 inches
"

The first ventures of "Josh Billings"

into the lecture field were disappointing

Cities and towns had been booked all

the way to Milwaukee, but there came a

night when the lecturer found himself

facing a single gentleman in a hall meant
for five hundred.

"Would the audience like to go around

the corner and have some fried oysters

and catsup?" "Josh" inquired gently.

The "audience" was quite willing and

the two passed a pleasant evening,

though minus a lecture.

At the end of the tour there was ex-

actly enough money left to take the lec-

turer and his agent back to Poughkeep-

sie. "Josh" was terribly cast down.

But he needn't have been. The day
would come when Major Pond could

make it known that all sizable towns

within 500 miles of New York had heard

"Josh's" famous lecture on "Milk."

Thi^ discourse, like all his others, was
a rambling affair, given over to quips

and observations about every subject

known to man. At a certain point "Josh"

would pause to ask if anybody wanted lo

ask any questions.

Thereupon some unsuspecting member
of the audience usually would inquire

why he had not confined himself to his

subject—milk. That gave "Josh" just the

lead he wanted.

tiravely he would answer: "My good
friend, I drank a quart of milk before I

mounted this platform. Ever since I have
been lecturing on milk !"

"Josh" made a small fortune out of his

Farmer's Allminax. Once, on a lecture

tour, he was laid up with sickness in a

YOUNG PEOPLE
Maine farmhouse where all he could find

lo read was an old-fashioned farmer's

almanac. That gave him the idea for a

take-off. The manuscript was ready in a

week's time, but it was lucky for "Josh"

that his publisher preferred a royalty

basts instead of buying it outright for

$250. Ninety thousand Allminax were

sold inside of three months, and succes-

sive editions in the next ten years

brought "Josh" over $30,000.

During his last years in New York,

"Josh" had everything to make life com-

fortable. Sometimes he was seen in Cen-

tral Park riding with his wife in their

elegant carriage. But more often the

townspeople could point him out on

Broadway, where he liked to stroll with

his dog "Milk," pausing perhaps to pass

the time of day with the famous Mr.

Bryant, The humorist had become quite

a figure about the city.

But in the fall of 1885 he was missing.

His health had been failing, and the doc-

tor advised the milder climate of Cali-

fornia. It was a vain journey. A stroke

of apoplexy took its swift toll on October

14 at Monterey. Ten days later "Josh"

Billings was laid to rest among his native

Berkshire hills, while the nation joined

in tribute.

The droll side to Yankee humor still

survives in his forgotten works. Samples

like the following make the present neg-

lect seem altogether undeserved:

"It is better to know less than to know
so much that ain't so."

"II yu are handsum, cultivate your

boots: if yu are homely, hoe your

brancs."

"An angleworm, though filled with

grit, is not quarrelsome."

"The hornet is an infiammablc buzzer,

sudden in his impreshions and hasty in

his conclusions or end."

story and 6 feet above the joists." The
committee was authorized to employ
workmen to perform the said work.

By June 12, 1825, the meeting house

was in need of repair and three trustees

were appointed to attend to the business:

Reuben Grigsby, William Barker, and
Thomas Lincoln. It was not until June 7,

1823, that Thomas Lincoln was received

into the church by letter. On December
10 of that year three members of the

church were appointed to "lay off the

burying ground of the Pigeon Meeting

House." In July, 1827, the church decided

to have a brick chimney on the church

and that William Barker make the brick.

It is very likely that Thomas Lincoln

hesitated to affiliate with the Pigeon

Church because it was of a different faith

than the church to which he had be-

longed in Kentucky. Nevertheless, the

Regular or later United Baptist Church,

as the Pigeon group called themselves,

received Thomas Lincoln's letter from

the Kentucky Church, which we have

reason to believe was the Little Moimt
Separate Baptist Church.

On the same day that Thomas Lincoln

affiliated by letter Sister Lincoln and

Thomas Carter were received by experi-

ence. On April 8, 1826, the church records

state: "Door opened for reception of

members" and the fourth entry bears this

inscription: "Received Sister Sally Lin-

coln by experience of grace." This was
undoubtedly Abraham Lincoln's sister, as

a church record list shows the name of

Sally Lincoln as a member of the church,

and then the name Lincoln crossed out

and the name Grigsby written above the

name indicating that it was this Sally

Lincoln that married Aaron Grigsby, On
the same list there also appears the i

of Thomas Lincoln and Sally Lincoln,

PIGEON CREEK CHURCH
" (Concluded from page 41)

practice in England to chtMse a Bweetheart or special friend

for the ensuing year, on St Valentine's Day, and tbe lady in the case of course
expected a gift.—Samuel Pepys, Diary, 14 Feb., 1660

t.~ One may wonder why Abraham Lin-

coln did not affiliate with the Church at

this time, but it would have been strange

if he had joined, and the supposition is

that he would not have been invited to

join. There were practically no young
people on the book of the Pigeon Creek

Church. It was a list of adults. Church
membership was loo serious an affair to

be publicly embraced by those who had
not settled down in life. The marriage

register of Spencer County, and the old

church record-book, clearly indicated that

matrimony was almost a requisite for

church membership. Less than four

months after Sarah Lincoln, Abraham's
sister, affiliated with the Pigeon Church

the way, the first plans for the church

building were accepted.

However, it was not until September

9, of the same year, that the church de-

cided to change the plans of the building.

On March 10, 1821, a committee of five

was appointed with final authority to

agree upon a plan as to the form and the

size of the meeting house. It was decided

the meeting house would be "30 by 26

feet, hewed logs, 8 feet in the under

45

she married Aaron Grigsby. Although it

is apparent that Lincoln had plenty of

opportunities to marry when he was in

Spencer County, if the folklore of the

people can be relied upon, the fact that

he did not marry is probably responsible

more than any other one thing for his

non-affiliation with the church.

Thomas Lincoln, the father, became a

very prominent member of the Pigeon
Church. He was one of its trustees, he-
was appointed to interview members of

the church who had not observed proper

discipline, he served as moderator at

some of its meetings, and subscribed to

funds necessary for repairing and im-

proving the church building.

Just at the close of his residence in In-

diana there seemed to be some disagree-

ment between the Grigsbys and the

Lincolns, which apparently first found

expression at the time of the death of

Sarah Lincoln Grigsby. The difficulty be-

tween the families was satisfactorily ad-

justed, however. On February 13 we find

the last entry of Thomas Lincoln's name
in the church record-book when he was
appointed on a committee of five, includ-

ing H. Cuntcrman, R. Oskins, D. Turn-
ham and J. Oskins to decide a matter of

church discipline. This, it may be ob-

served, was just a few days before the

Lincolns started on their trip to Illinois,

"

showing that up to the very last of the

Lincoln residence in Indiana Thomas was
an active and influential member of the

church.

Fron\ "Lincoln Lore," Louis A. War-
ren, Editor. Published by the Lincoln

National Life Foundation.

when Professor Dick had brimghi him

here, the Friday evening gahfests, the

night when he had sung and Louie had

leaned against the counter holding a glass

only half-wiped

In the morning the news from the hos-

pital was discouraging. Louie, the doe-

tors had decided, was too weak for the

transfusion. Instead, he had been given

glucose to speed up his heart beat and

if he rallied during the next few hours

they would attempt the transfusion. Ben,

who had pictured the transfusion com-
pleted and Louie already on the way to a

quick recovery, moaned.

All through the day his nerves were

wound tight, like the mainspring on a

watclf. He washed dishes, ran errands

for the cook, peeled potatoes. Once,

wanting a change, he asked Jed if he

could relieve at the cash register.

"You do your work and I'll do mine,"

Jed retorted irritably.

"Maybe you think you're too good to

peel potatoes," Ben snapped.

Tink sighed. "Ben," he said, "catch

hold of yourself. You didn't sleep a wink

last night and neither did we. Let's for-

get about it. We're not the important

part of this act."

Shamefaced, Ben said, "I'm sorry,

Jed," and turned back toward the kitchen.

The idea, Ben guessed, came to him
when he learned that they would have to

wait until morning for definite word of

Louie's condition. Or it may have been

the crazy saying still going through his

mind that gave him the notion. Suddenly

he was desperately homesick—for the

springtime smell of Prince Street, for

Amos Jackson's steady hand on his wrJ^t

when they bowed in prayer, for the

rustle of Aunt Gerry's voluminous petti-

coats and the lazy comfort of Uncle Eb's

presence in the room. He wasn't going to

spend another night in Deerfoot, tossing

sleeplessly, wondering about Louie, To-
night when they closed the Luncheonette *

he would catch the late bus lo Cliffville.

pRINCE STREET was dark and quiet.

^ Ben quickened his stride, remember-
ing every crack in the crooked flagstone

walk. Then he was turning through the

gate lo his-own home, climbing the porch
(Please turn to page 47) ^ ^
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Bulletin of the Lincoln National Life Foundation ----- Dr. Louis A. Warren, Editor
Published each week by The Lincoln National Life Insurance Company, Port Wayne, Indiana

Number 661 FORT WAYNE, INDIANA December 8, 1941

In placing special emphasis upon
the 125th Anniversary of Indiana's
Statehood which occurs on December
11, of this week, and in calling special
attention to another anniversary, the
coming of the Lincolns to Indiana
about the same time the State came
into the Union, one is apt to overlook
still a third anniversary which is of
special significance in attempting to
study the religious background of
Abraham Lincoln,

It was 125 years ago in the year
1816 on June 8, to be exact, that the
Pigeon Creek Baptist Church was
constituted in the community where
Abraham Lincoln grew to manhood.
Inasmuch as the church exerted a
major influence in all community life

in pioneer days, this institution, with
the possible exception of the log cabin
school, possibly contributed as much
to the intellectual, religious and social
development of Lincoln as any other
organized group with which he came
in contact.

It is evident from the title page
of the old Pigeon Church record book
which is still extant, that this par-
ticular group was associated with
what was known as the Regular Bap-
tists. This excerpt is taken from the
title page: "Book for the purpose of
recording the business of the Church
of Christ constituted by the Regular
Baptists at Pigeon Creek signed by
William Stark." The note of the or-
ganization follows: "Saturday, June
8, 1816, the Baptist Church of Jesus
Christ known by the name of Pigeon
Church, Warrick County, Indiana
territory, was constituted by Brother
John Weldon and Thomas Downs,
presbytery, called for that purpose,
whose names, numbers, and articles
of faith and government are as fol-

lows: First, the Church chooses Sam-
uel Bristow, Moderator, and Thomas
Downs, Clerk for the meeting." There
were fifteen charter members of the
Pigeon Church; Mathew Rogers, John
Harrison, Samuel Bristow, John Ten-
neson, Enoch Harrison, William La-
mar, Nelly Rogers, Lavina Bristow,
Sarah Powell, Patsy Harrison and
Lucy Lamar.

Like many other early religious or-
ganizations, the meetings of this
group were held in the homes of the
people and it was not until March 13,
1819, that some definite action was
taken with respect to the building of
a house of worship and the selecting
of a site for such a building. There
was apparently a difference of opinion
as to where the church should be built,
as might be expected, and any de-
cision was postponed until there was
more of a "Oneness of mind concern-
ing the seat." In July of the same

PIGEON CREEK CHURCH
year a conmiittee of five was ap-
pointed to view three different places
which had been suggested for the
church site, or as it was called in the
record book, the church seat.

On December 11, 1819, the church
confirmed the original recommendation
that the meeting house be built at
Brother Gordon's. At the January
meeting the contimittee on the build-
ing site made a report with reference
to the acquisition of the land, and on
February 12, 1820, Abraham Lincoln's
eleventh birthday, by the way, the
first plans for the church building
were accepted.

However, it was not until Septem-
ber 9, of the same year, that the
church decided to change the plans
of the building. On March 10, 1821,
a committee of five was appointed
with final authority to agree upon a
plan as to the form and size of the
meeting house. It was decided the
meeting house would be "30 by 26
feet, hewed logs, 8 feet in the under
story and 6 feet above the joists."

The committee was authorized to em-
ploy workmen to perform the said
work.

By June 12, 1825, the meeting house
was in need of repair and three trus-
tees were appointed to attend to the
business; Reuben Grigsby, William
Barker, and Thomas Lincoln. It was
not until June 7, 1823, that Thomas
Lincoln was received into the Church
by letter. On December 10 of that
year three members of the church
were appointed to "lay off the bury-
ing ground of the Pigeon Meeting
House." In July, 1827, the church
decided to have a brick chimney on
the church and it was agreed that
William Barker make the brick.

It is very likely that Thomas Lin-
coln's hesitancy to affiliate with the
Pigeon Church, was because it was
of a different faith than the church
to which he had belonged in Ken-
tucky. Nevertheless, the Regular or
later United Baptist Church, as the
Pigeon group called themselves, re-
ceived Thomas Lincoln's letter from
the Kentucky Church, which we have
reason to believe was the Little Mount
Separate Baptist Church.

On the same day that Thomas Lin-
coln affiliated by letter Sister Lincoln
and Thomas Carter were received by
experience. On April 8, 1826, the
church records state: "Door opened for
reception of members" and the fourth
entry bears this inscription: "Re-
ceived Sister Sally Lincoln by experi-
ence of grace." This was undoubtedly
Abraham Lincoln's sister, as a church
record list shows the name of Sally
Lincoln as a member of the church,
and then the name Lincoln crossed

out and the name Grigsby written
above the name indicating that it was
this Sally Lincoln that married Aaron
Grigsby. On the same list there also
appears the name of Thomas Lincoln
and Sally Lincoln, his wife.

One may wonder why Abraham
Lincoln did not affiliate with the
Church at this time, but it would have
been strange if he had joined, and the
supposition is that he would not have
been invited to join. There were prac-
tically no young people on the book
of the Pigeon Creek Church. It was
a list of adults. Church membership
was too serious an affair to be pub-
licly embraced by those who had not
settled down in life. The marriage
register of Spencer County, and the
old church record book, clearly indi-

cated that matrimony was almost a
requisite for church membership. Less
than four months after Sarah Lin-
coln, Abraham's sister, affiliated with
the Pigeon Church she married Aaron
Grigsby. Although it is apparent
that Lincoln had plenty of opportuni-
ties to marry when he was in Spencer
County, if the folklore of the people
can be relied upon, the fact that he
didn't marry is probably responsible
more than any other one thing for his
non-affiliation with the church. In
other words, it would have been
strange, indeed, if he had united with
the Pigeon Church.
Thomas Lincoln, the father, became

a very prominent member of the
Pigeon Church. He was one of its

trustees, he was appointed to inter-
view members of the church who had
not observed proper discipline, he
served as moderator at some of its

meetings, and subscribed to funds
necessary for repairing and improv-
ing the church building.

Just at the close of his residence
in Indiana there seemed to be some
disagreement between the Grigsbys
and the Lincolns, which apparently
first found expression at the time of
the death of Sarah Lincoln Grigsby.
The difficulty between the families was
satisfactorily adjusted, however. On
February 13 we find the last entry
of Thomas Lincoln's name in the
church record book when he was ap-
pointed on a committee of five, includ-
ing, H. Gunterman, R. Oskins, D.
Turnham, and J. Oskins to decide a
matter of church discipline. This, it

may be observed, was just a few days
before the Lincolns started on their
trip to Illinois showing that up to the
very last of the Lincoln residence in
Indiana Thomas was an active and
influential member of the church.

Note: See Lincoln Lore No. 84 for Bio-
graphical sketches of ministers who served the
church.
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Rockport, Indiana, June 2l|.,19if3»

Dr. L.A.Warren,
Lincoln Life Foundation,

Ft .V'/ayne , Indiana

.

My Dear Friend :-

Enclosed find a statement with reference to the purchase of the
old Kinute Book of Old Pidgeon Baptist Church that is located in the
Nancy Hanks Lincoln Park at Lincoln City, Indiana,

Your experience with historical document and the docmentary eveidnce
substantiating them leads me to attempt to impose on your time by asking
you the question, "Do you think the instEument,a copy of which I am enclosing
will sufficiently support the fact that the book is the correct one now
and in years to come?" My experience along this line is so limited that I
am affraid to risk my judgment in the matter,

I do not want to pay a fancy price for a wonderful document and later
have the genuineness of it question. I hope the book can be retained for
future generations. If we have not sufficient evidence to maintain the
fact that it is the book, it will have but little value.

If you think I should have further statements or proof, I shall
appreciate any suggestions that you may offer.

Thanking you for any advice in the matter,! am

Your friend.Your n^iend..
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July 2, 19^5

Mr. Hubert Benoett
Roclqport, Ind.

M7 dear Mr. Bennett:

I belleVe 70U are veil satisfied vlth the documentary
proof for the old Lincoln church book and I think It vould be
a f Itie thing indeed for you to acquire It and have It placed
vhere It woikld be very pemanently preserved, especially In

some ssfe or place that Is fireproof.

I cannot feel that you vould need any further
confirmation than that vhlch you already have and ve vould
be happy Indeed to learn vhether or not you are successful
In consummating your purchase.

Very truly yours,

LAW:EB Director
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LAURA MERCY WRIGHT, President

ELIZABETH GENTRY. Secretary

BESS V. EHRMANN, Curator

MRS. MINA COOK, Publicity Chairman

HILBERT BENNETT
National Chairman Stamp

Committee

MEMBERS OP STAMP COMMITTEE
CARL J. ENGELBRECHT
OTIS I. BROONER
BESS WOOLFOLK
DAMON LLOYD
ALL OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETTY EX-

OFFICIO MEMBERS

Spencer County Historical Society
DOWN IN THE LINCOLN COUNTRY OF INDIANA
Grave of Nancy Hanks Lincoln, Spencer Co.

ROCKPORT, INDIANA

August 20,1914.5.

Dr. Louis A. ViTarren,

Ft, Wayne, Ind,
My Dear Dr. V/arren:-

Some tLre ago I received a letter from you in ansv/er to my inquiry
relative to evidence to establish the genuineness of the old minute
book of the Old Pidgeon Baptist Church near Lincoln City, Indiana, I hope
that you will pardon me for neglecting to acknowledge the receipt of
the infomation sought,

I want to thank you most heartily for your most valuable opinion
on the matter,

I hardly have a minute of time to call my own, therefore I can give
very little attention to matters in which I am interested aside from
my daily duties,

I bought the book for ;;plOOO .00 . I can not keep the book very long, because
I am financially unable to hold such a valuable prize. The The Spencer
Historical Society would like to have the book, I bought it to hold it
for them until such a time as they can determine that they can or can not
buy it. If they can not buy it, I will then have to dispose of it. I am
very doubtful if they v/ill ever be able to buy it.

Enclosed find some photographs of the transactions. One was intended
to show me handing the check to the trustees and receiving from one of
them the book, but it is not a very good picture. You may keep the pictures.

Again thanking you for your valuable information,! am

Yours very truly.





August 2k, 19U3

Mr. Kllbert B«nnett ^
Spencer Couotgr Eletorloal Soolety
Bookport^ Znd.

Nj dear Mr. Bennett:

May I thank you for your letter vltb reapeot to the

aoqulaltloQ of the yaluable Old Pldgeon Baptlat Churoh record
book end we are happy to know that It la now preaerved.

Ve are oapeolally thankful for the ploturee vhloh glre
different phaaea of the traneaotlon.

Very truly youra.

LAV:IB Director
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Hilbert Bennett Pays $1,000

For Old Church Record Book

HILBERT BENNETT
Holding Old Church Record Book

(By Bess V. Ehrmann)
Historians and collectors of Lincoln

books, letters, documents and manu-
scripts would have been interested in
witnessing a recent transaction which
occurred on June 22, 1943, down in the
Lincoln country of Southern Indiana.

It was about four o'clock in the aft-
ernoon, when a small group of people
assembled at the Old Pigeon Creek
Baptist Church in Spencer County,
where in 1819 a log building was erect-

ed by Owen R- Griffith and Thomas
Lincoln, assisted by Lincoln's son, Abe,
ten years of age.

Old Pigeon Church was organized in

1816 in Warrick County and in a short
time was moved to its present location

about a mile south of Lincoln City on
ground donated by Noah Gorden and
Samuel Howell.
This original log church has been

gone for years, but in its place stands
a quaint, little, white, frame church, in

a setting of old trees, lush grass and
winding paths which lead to the
church and to the old burying ground
behind it. It is like an old world set-

ting of some long ago time.

On this June day when the men and
women entered the church building
there was a quiet and solemn attitude

about them which expressed to an on-
looker that something unusual was
taking place.

Among the last to pass over the worn
door-sill were two ministers, the tall-

er and heavier of whom carried a
small package in his hands. These men
were Reverend W. A. Fleener, present
pastor of the church, and the Reverend
Thomas T. Prance, one time pastor and
now a trustee of the historic old

church.
Reverently the package carried by

Reverend Prance was placed on the
pulpit beside the worn Bible. Putting
his hand upon it, he called the meet-
ing to order and in a deep, rich voice

he told his hearers that they were call-

ed together to give their consent to

the sale of the sacred old minute book
of their church; "a book", said he

Dlie chuich in th^ veneer period; it

also records the deaths, marriages,

baptisms and numerous incidents

where members had strayed from the

straight and narrow path and were

brought before the church officers for

trial. The names of Thomas Lincoln,

his second wife, Sarah Bush Lincoln,
and Sarah Lincoln Grigsby, Abe Lin-
coln's sister, are recorded in the book
in numerous places.

Reverend France explained how he
had kept the sacred old book in his
possession for seven years and had
brought it back to them at their re-

quest, in order to sell it to secure mon-
ey to repair the church. "The mem-
bers of this church," he said, "are
growing old and they wish to see their

church home in good condition before
they pass away." He stated that he
was sorry to see the book go into other
hands, but it was their privilige to do
with it as they thought best.

The trustees of the church were call-

ed forward to place their names on a
formal, legal document which sold the
precious old volume to Mr. Hilbert
Bennett of Rockport, Indiana, for one
thousand dollars.

The afternoon shadows were length-
ening when the assembled people pass-
ed out of the old church and paused
for photographs to be taken of the
church trustees and of Mr. Bennett
receiving the book from Reverend
France.
Before saying goodbye to neighbors

and friends, the trustees and mem-
bers took a farewell look at the old

book in its deer-skin cover and the
pages yellow with age but with writing
clear, bold and legible.

Thus, the historical one himdred and
twenty-seven year old book passed into
other hands. We trust it may be placed
in some museum where all interested

persons may have the opportunity to
I look upon it-

.incoln's great soiu uiv..ici.i m-.c t^.^..

'JUS correct, that the only difference

etvveen the two lads was one of view

oiiit.

That Lincoln was not a nominal

lurch member neither adds to nor

.•tracts from either his goodness or

•s greatness. When judged by his

.'e his religion surely was a good

le.
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A LOG MEETING HOUSE AND A DEERSKIN RECORD BOOK

Although the Christmas spirit is fundamentally re-
ligious, the social and economic emphasis has had a ten-
dency to steal much of the human interest approach to this
festive season. The sounding of a religious note in this
issue of Lincoln Lore should appeal to the reader at Yule
time. Notwithstanding the aspersions cast on the parents
of Lincoln and the attempt to remove the growing boy
from any worthy environment, the fact still stands, thor-
oughly documented, that Abraham Lincoln spent the for-
mative years of his life under the influence of pious and
active members of the church. His father and his own
mother, his stepmother and his sister, were all closely
associated with the organized religious bodies in the com-
munity where Abraham Lincoln was growing to man-
hood.

The recent acquisition in southern Indiana of an old
log meeting house, and a church record book bound in
deerskin, may serve as a sufficient incentive to call atten-
tion to the primitive religious surroundings which con-
tributed to the forming of Abraham Lincoln's character.

By legislative enactment the Old Goshen Church sit-

uated in Harrison County, Indiana, twelve miles south of
Corydon, the Indiana state capitol, has just become one
of the state's memorials. The act of setting it aside pro-
vides for the maintenance of the church building under
the direction of the State Conservation Commission.

While this church is not directly associated with the
Lincolns, it is a typical pioneer church of the Lincoln pe-
riod, and it closely resembles the church in which the Lin-
colns worshiped. Moses and Squire Boone, who were re-
lated to the Lincolns through marriages, between the
Boones and Lincolns in Pennsylvania, deeded the two and
one-half acres of land on which the church building stands,
and also the graveyard, to the trustees of the church. This
church was also in the same county where Thomas Lin-
coln's brother, Josiah, lived. He was likely an occasional
attendant at the church.

The church in the wildwood that Abraham Lincoln re-
membered, and, which he attended with the other mem-
bers of the family for a decade, was known as "The Little
Pigeon Church," located in Spencer County, Indiana. It
was here that the pioneers sang their Christmas carols
and it is also in the graveyard of this church that Abra-
ham's sister lies buried, and not far away in an earlier
community cemetery lies the body of his mother,

A record book of this old Pigeon Church, carrying on
the roll the names of Thomas Lincoln, Sarah Bush Lin-
coln and Sarah Lincoln Grigsby, has recently changed
hands and now passes from the trustees of the church to
Hilbert Bennett, a member of the Spencer County Histori-
cal Society. This change of possession should assure the
permanent preservation of the old book, which is prob-
ably the most valuable record book relating to the In-
diana history of the Lincoln family.

The doctrines of what was called the Hard-Shell Baptist
Church were clearly set forth in the front of the record
book, and they must have been very familiar to Lincoln
and definitely influenced his religious thoughts, some
positively and others negatively.

Possibly the church ordinance that made the deepest im-
pression on Abraham Lincoln was the primitive service of
foot washing. An order on the record book for May 8
1819, states:

"The church agrees to designate or set apart
one of their communion seasons to be administered in the
evening after which they proceed to washing of feet." This
comment comes from one who observed the practice of

this primative ordinance. "It is a beautiful service—the
brethren together washing one anothers feet, and the
sisters to themselves likewise engaged. Those who are able
to speak from experience testify to the spiritual helpful-
ness." Is it not nicely that this humblest of all ordinances
observed by the church may have left a lasting impression
on the plastic mind of a boy who became one of the hum-
blest men who ever lived ?

It is difficult to find a more important source book in
attempting to account for some of the early contributions
to Lincoln's religious and moral precepts, than the old
record book bound in deer hide, in which the doctrines of
the religious body are clearly set forth. However, a book
of more mercenary value, connected with the old church,
may some day come to light.

A little known Lincoln story appeared in a letter printed
in the Kansas City Journal, for January 22, 1909, con-
tributed by Caleb A. Obenshain, pastor of the Memorial
Baptist Church, at Dewey, Oklahoma. This is Rev. Oben-
shain's story

:

"I have knowledge of an incident which I have never
seen in print. In the year 1866, while a teacher in Rock-
port Academy, in the southern part of Indiana, I was
invited by the Methodist presiding elder, the Rev. J. .1.

Stallard, of the Rockport district, Indiana Conference, to
attend and assist him in conducting a quarterly meeting
to be held in Gentryville, Indiana. The meeting was near
where Mr. Lincoln's mother lies buried. We visited the
grave of Mr. Lincoln's mother and were taken to the
cabin where the Lincoln family had lived. We then vis-
ited an old log church standing probably a quarter of a
mile distance from either the cabin or the grave, an old
log Baptist church, not then in use, but where my guide
told me the Lincoln family had formerly worshiped.

"While in the old church I climbed up into the loft to
familiarize myself with the building and discovered in a
crevice between two of the upper logs an old faded mem-
orandum book that had been used in other years. Open-
ing it and scanning its contents I found this entry, where
the church was charged 'Dr. To. 1 broom, V2 doz. tallow
candles,' and signed, 'Abe Lincoln, Sexton.' To me it was
an interesting discovery, but I did not then realize the
value of that little entry in Lincoln's own handwriting, as
I have realized it since. So after noting it carefully, I
placed the book, yellow v>ath age, back in the crevice where
I had found it."

More important, however, than the doctrines of the
church, spread in the old record book, or the messages of
the ministers, was the Christian example of Lincoln's own
father. Everyone who knew him has spoken kindly of
him and only those who had no personal acquaintance with
him have condemned him. He served in many capacities
in the Pigeon Creek Church as the records reveal. He was
appointed a trustee of the church, was on its original build-
ing committee, moderator at the church meetings, selected
to interview members about discipline, etc. There is
sufficient evidence in the old record book to prove con-
clusively that he was an earnest and faithful member of
the congregation during all the years that Abraham Lin-
coln was approaching maturity.

One who ofteiT sat at the table in the Lincoln cabin
home in Indiana has testified that Thomas Lincoln habit-
ually asked grace at meal time, and these were the words
he always used, "Fit and prepare us for life's humblest
service, for Christ's sake. Amen." The child Lincoln was
not unfamiliar with the Bethlehem story, nor deprived of
the spiritual atmosphere accentuated with each succeeding
Christmas.
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Where Lincoln

Walked to Church
Young Ahe^s Father

Helped BuiM Original

Little Pigeon Church

By GEORGE McCORMACK

III 1818, just two years after the

Lincoln family came to Soutiiern In-

diana, Nancy Hanks Liincoln died.

Her death, like that of several othera

in the Spencer County community,
was caused by milk fever. No one

knew then that the illness was caused

by white snakeroot, a poisonous plant

that killed cattle that ate it and pois-

oned those who drank their milk.

Her husband Tom Lincoln, assist-

ed by a nephew, Dennis Hanks, fash-

ioned a coffin of rough boai-ds which
were held together by wooden pegs

which young Abraham Lincoln whit-

tled to fit the gimlet holes. There was
no minister to comfort the family as

Nancy Hanks Lincoln was laid to rest

on a wooded knoll a short distance

from tlie Lincoln cabin.

The following year an itinerant

preacher, David Eikins, who had

knou'n the Lincolns when they lived

on Knob Creek in Kentucky, came to

Spencer County, and he preached a

belated funeral over the grave of

Nancy Hanks Lincoln and others

who had died v\'ithout chui'ch serv-

ices.

The same year, 1819, the Primi-

tive Baptists built a church about one

mile south of the Lincoln cabin. Tom
Lincoki helped build the log church

which measured 26 feet by 30 feet,

a large structure for pioneei-s to build

of logs. He made the door and win-

dow frames, the doors and the pulpit.

He also made, entirely of wood, the

molds used by David Turham to

make brick for the chimney.
Tom Lincoln joined the church he

had helped to build.

On June 7, 1823, William Barker.
recording secretary of Little Pigeon

Creek Baptist Church, made this en-

try. "Received Brother Thomas Lin-

coln, by letter."

In Kentucky, Tom Lincoln had
beloitged to the Rolling Fork Baptist

Association, a branch of the Baptist

Church that opposed slavery, and his

letter came from them.
From the day Tom Lincoln joined

Little Pigeon Church, chui-ch going

became a regular part of Abraham
Lincoln's life, and— while he attend-

ed the church—there is no recoi-d

that he ever joined it. The Baptists

insisted on attendance at chui'ch

services and they disciplined those

who were absent without cause.

Church records reveal that Tom
Lincoln served the church as modei'-

ator, arbiter of disputes and as mes-
senger. Poor as he was, he contrib-

uted to the support of the church,

once donating 24 pounds of meal.

The Lincoln cabin became a stop-

ping place for preachei-s who, in that

day, "stood for the good old two-seed,

hard shell, anti-missionary, predesti-

nation gospel; and he was not con-

sidered much of a preacher who

could not make himself heard for a

mile."
Church-going offered a welcome

opportunity for people of a pioneer

communitv to get together. They

came to Uttle Pigeon Church from as

far as ten miles. Some came on horse-

back, others walked, carrying their

shoes until they reached the church.

Before services opened there was a

round of handshaking, eating and

swapping news. Then, according to

one who attended Little Pigeon Cr«k

er took his stand, di-ew his coat,

opened his shirt collar and began

services with singing and prayer.

Then he announced his text and
preached until great drops of sweat

coursed down his face. Then there

was more singing and prayer to close

the meeting."
Bibles were expensive then, but

there was a Bible in the Lincoln

cabin. Whether it belonged to Tom
Lincoln or to his second wife, Sarah

Bush Lincoln, is not clear. Just how
extensively young Abe Lincoln read

the Bible is disputed; but his love for

reading anything he could get his

hands on and the scarcity of books in

the community would lead one to be-

lieve that he read the Bible thorough-

ly-

Better evidence Is his choice of

words in his fine writings, and many
students compare Lincoln's "Four-

score and seven yeai's ago our fathers

brought forth on this continent a new
nation," with the fli-st sentence in

Genesis: "In the beginnmg the Lord
created the heavens and the earth,"

as evidence that Lincoln's choice oC

words was influenced by the Bible.

There is evidence that Lincoln

paid close attention to the sermons
and mannerisms of the pioneer

preachei"s, for contemporaries often

told that he could repeat entire ser-

mons almost verbatim, complete with

the pecularities of speech and gesture

of the preacher's he imitated.

Little Pigeon Creek Baptist

Church has been rebuilt, almost upon
the foundation of the original church.

It stands in a clearing in the

woods and is surrounded by a church
yard «'here are buried Sarah Lincohn

Grigsby, Abraham Lincoln's sister,

and many others whose names are
familiar to all who read the story of

Lincoln's life in Southern Indiana.

'.

_ Rl H

THE PRESENT Little Pigeon C re ell Primitive

Baptist Church, built almost on the foundatiou of the

original stnicture Avhich Tom Lincoln helped build. This

is about one mile south of the Lincoln cabin in Spencer

Counts'. Tom Lincobi niade door and window frames, the

doors and the pulpit.

SARAH LINCOLN GKIGSBY, sister of Abraham
Lincoln, is buried near the Little Pigeon church. The

marker of her grave is new and stands beside that of her

husband which shows the weathering of 130 years. The

Utile graveyard is dotted with loarhers for those who
settled the commuuHy 130 year* ago and figured m
Xincoln'sjouth.

The Sundav Couriw and Pr«». E»ansyi|lp,, Iqd.rsn. Tha Sunday Look—Pa"!* »
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r WARREN A .
' R E E D E R

HOMES • VACANT LAND • SUBDIVISIONS
APPRAISALS • PROPSRTY MANAGEMENT • HOUSE MOVING

2i0 • U5TH STREET — HAMMOND, INDIANA <l&324

Phone WEstmore 2-0400

Our 33rd Year

""(^^^ February 15, 197^

Lincoln Museuiti

Lincoln National Life Insurance Co.

Fort Wayne, IN ^800

Dear Sirs:
4~-
r

A gentleman came in the library recently and left the

within, stating that he had gotten the Xerox copies from an
old lady who had the original.

Is this a well-known matter or does this woman have
something and is it new? Thomas Lincoln and Sally Lincoln
are mentioned on page 10.

I thought perhaps you might know. The librarian did
not think to get the woman's name and address, but it can
no doubt be procured.

Yours truly.

WAR: js

Enclosure

Warren A. Reeder, Jr., REALTOR
President, Hammond Public Library

MEMBER: CALUMET BOARD OF REALTORS - INSTITUTE OF PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
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I. Title.
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February 21, 1974

Mr« Warren A, Reeder
President, Haimnond Public Library
260 165th Street
Hammond, Indiana 46324

Dear Mr. Reader:

May I extend our personal thanks to you for the Xerox copies of
the deerskin record book of the Pigeon Creek Baptist Church you enclosed
with your letter of February 15, 1974, I find your letter very interesting,

Tliis is a well knovm natter that a record book of Pigeon Creek
Church carried on its role the names of Thomas Lincoln, Sarah Bush
Lincoln and Sally Lincoln Grijisby (daughter of Thomas Lincoln). This
record book was sold to Hilbert Bennett on June 22, 1943. I enclose
taincoln Lore bulletins numbers 661 and 767 on the subject.

It would indeed be we^^/ nice to know the location of this original
record book for our files. If you can procure the name ond address of
this older lady that has the original, it would be quite helpful to us.

Perhaps we could obtain some interesting historical data on the document
she has and how she acquired it for our records.

Thank you again for informing us on this matter. Efforts such as

yours enable us to extend our history data relating to the life and
times of Abraham Lincoln,

Sincerely yours.

(Mrs.) Mary Jane Hubler
Assistant to Dr. Neely

NUH/jn

Enc:





HAMMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY
564 STATE STREET PHONE 931-5100 HAMMOND, INDIANA 46320

^

. k. c « « « * ^ . ^ ^INrORMATION

A WORLD
OF

EDWARD B. HAYWARD, Librarian

March 16, l^lk

Mrs. Mary Jane Hubler, Assistant to Dr. Neely
Lincoln National Life Foundation
Port Wayne, Indiana i|.6802

Dear Mrs, Hubler:

Since I supplied Warren Feeder with the copies of the
deerskin record book of the Pigeon Creek Baptist Church,
he forwarded your letter of Feb, 21, 197^ to me to supply
the name of the woman who was our source of these copies.

A patron of the library brought these copies in to
us. I understood him to say he had copied them from her
original, but upon persuing the source with him, I must
correct my statement. He copied them from her copyl
As far as she knows, the original is still in the possess-
ion of Hilbert Bennett, purchased at auction many years
ago for $1000, This woman's nsune and address is:

Christine Young
Route 3
Rock Bottom Farm
Rockport, Indiana I|.7635

Sincerely yours

Marjorie Sohl
Head of Adult Services





March 19, 1974

Ms. Marjorie Sohl
Head of Adult Services
Hannond Public Library
564 State Street
Harinond, Indiana 46320

Dear Ms. Sohl:

TTiank you so much for your letter of March 16, 1974 in v/hich

you forwarded the naae of the woman that has copies of the deerskin
record book of the Pigeon Creek Baptist Qmrch,

V.^e appreciate your assistance very much and Dr. Meely, our
director, is planning to correspond with Christine Young,

If we can ever be of any assistance to you, please feel free
to contact us.

Sincerely yours.

(Mrs.) Mar>' Jane Hubler
Assistant to Dr. Necly

MJH/jn





Historic Cliurclies in America

LINCOLN'S CHURCH AT
PIGEON CREEK, INDIANA

Text and Drawing by Frederick Polley

In the fall of 1816 Thomas Lincoln, with his wife Nancy,
his daughter Sarah and young son Abraham, came to Indiana.

After a short visit at Troy, on the Ohio river near the mouth
of Anderson creek where Abe later on was to run a feiTy

boat, the little family made their way to the site of their fu-

ture home on Little Pigeon creek, cutting a passage through
the tangled wilderness in what was then known as Hurricane
township. Perry county, Indiana. . .Perry county was the

fourth county in the Territory of Indiana, and was the last

county to be created before the Territory applied to Congress
for an enabling act. Troy was" the first county seat, .Spencer

county was organized in 1818. and its boundaries include the

settlement of Little Pigeon Creek where the Lincolns lived.

The Lincoln family entered the Indiana country m the

autumn season when the hills are dressed in their gayest col-

ors. These returning fall pageants of bewitching hues was
annually witnessed by the boy Abraham from the tender

age of seven until his twenty-first year. These are the years

of memory-storing. Abe Lincoln never forgot.

It was not long after the arrival of the Lincolns at the

Perry county settlement until the Pigeon Baptist church was
organized and Thomas Lincoln became a member on June
7th, 1823. He was soon made a trustee and often ser^/ed as

moderator. He was a skilled carpenter and when the cliurch

was built he fashioned the door and window frames and
made the pulpit. Young Abe assisted in this work. Tiiis

building was, no doubt, made of logs and stood about a mile
south of the Lincoln home. The drawing above was made
from the cemetery yard and shows the little frame church
which was erected on the site of the original log building.





LincoWs Mimicry of Pulpiteers.

At an early age he begijin to attend the

"'preachingis " roundabout, trnt principally

at the Pigeon Creek cihurch, with a view to

catohing wlvatever miight be ludicrous in the

prt>acher's air or matter, and m/aklng it the

subject of mimicry as sooa as he could co.1-

lett an audiemce of idle boys and) men to

hear him. A pious stranger, passing that

way on a Sunday morning, was invited to

preach for the Pigieon Creek congregation;
but he bang-ed the boards Of tihe old pulpit

and bellowed and groane<li so wonderfully
thai Abe could hardly contain his mllrth.

This meinoraible sermon was a great favor-
ite with him; and he freciueiitly reproduced
ii with na.-'al tones, rolling eye.s. and all man-
ner of di-oll agigiravations, to the great dielight

of Nat Grlgis(by and the wild fellows who-m
Nat was able to as.semble. Non'e tihat heai-d
him, not even Nat lianiself (who was any-
thing but dull) was ever able to s'ho'w wherein
Abe's absiurd vers'ion really departed frcm
the origdnal.

t^

il-.








