INTERNA.TI_ONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al.
S8 Ias e

ARAKI, Sadao, et al.

AEF

DAVIT

I, Joseph C. Grew, being first duly sworn, make ocath and say that
during my service of ten years as Amb-assador of the United States to Japan,
from 1932 to 1941, I was from time to time in close official and personal con~
tact with three of the Japanese persons indicted as war criminals, namely,
HIRANUMA, Kiichiro, HIROTA, Koki, and SHIGEMITSU, Mamoru, From my knowledge
of these persons based on the aforesald official and personal contacts and
based also on such of their attitudes and actions as I was in a position to
evaluate, it is my strong belief. that these persons were fundamentally
opposed to many of the policies and actions of other Japanese, especially the
policles and acticns of the military and naval extremists, which ultimately
led to war with the United States and other members of the United Nations,

On the contrary, I observed from time to time actions by these three persons
tending to arrest the expansionist movement of Japan through military
aggression, |

Passages in many of my official reports to the Department of State
during the period under consideration would bear out the foregoing opinion
as well as passages in my diary kept from day to day during that period as
published in my book TEN YEARS IN JAPAN. A letter to me of December 30, 1941,
published anonymously on pages 508 and 509 of my book, was written me by Mr.
Shigemitsu after Pearl Harbor and smuggled in to me at the American Embassy
in Tokyo during our internment, in spite of the efforts of the Japanese
military police to prevent such missives reaching me, Mr. Shigemitsu thereby

ran considerable risk of serious embarrassment in writing such a letter at

that time to one who was already technically an enemy of his country.
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It is my opinion that the three Japanese mentioned above were
whoily'Oppoaed to war and that they exerted their efforts to avoid war. Ib

is of course to be understood that the evidence may indicate that any of

these three persons may from time to time have taken steps which might seém

to be at vaflancé'with the foregoing opinion of their innocence. If such 4
evidence should emerge, it would be my judgment that such steps'were taken

by them-under the necessity of conserving their respective positions and
authorities in order to be better able to carry'through the fundamentaliy

peaceful policies which they supported.

(Signed) Joseph C. Grew
' Joseph C, Grew

Washington, D, C.
October 30, 1946

COMMON//EALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Essex, SS. ' August 6, 1947
Then personally appeared before me Joseph C. Grew to me known to
be the person who executed the foregoing instrument and made ocath that the
statements therein contained are true to the best of his knowledge,

information and belief,

!Sigged! Edward Morley .

Notary Public

My commission expires 12/26/53
{ SEAL)
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COMMONWEALTH - OF MASSACHUSETTS

ol

District Cou;ct, of Eastern Essex

3
{
| .
ESSEX, ss. |
q TO ALL PEOPLE TO WHOM THESE FRESENT SHALL COME, |
] I, HARCULD L. ARMSTRONG, Clerk of the District Court of Eastern L
+ Essex, with:.n the County aforesaid, the same being a Court of
record, having by law'a seal, do certify that Edward Morley before
| whom the accompanying oath was, at the date thereof, a Notary
) - +
| Public within and for said County, duly commissioned and sworn 1
: and authorized by the laws of the Commonwealth to administer oaths 3
3 | take and certify the acknowledgements and proofs of deeds or con- fr
r | |
] veyances for lands, tenements, or hereditaments in said Common- l
# wealth, and other instruments in writing to be recorded therein; .
that I am well acquainted with the handwriting of said Edward
E b Ié‘.
.. Morley and verily believe that his signature thereto and the official !i*
.’1 seal annexed, are in genuine, ’
) 0.
In testimony whereof I hereunto set my hand and the seal of said ,
Court, at Gloucester, on this sixth day of August in the year of E
our Lord one thousand nine hundred and’ forty-seven. ]
Commission dated  December 26, 1946
Commission expires December 26, 1953 }
Signed) Harold L. Armstron Clerk }
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