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U,S. STRATEGIC ROLIBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC) -
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INTZRROGATION NO. 495

PLACE: Tokyo
: .6 December 1945

DATE
Division of Brigin: Military Ar_lalys'is,l‘)i;}i‘sion'*
%; Subject: Japanese Navy Air Force

é? Personnel interrdgatéd;1.Captaih_OHMAE,_Toshikazu (1

Commander YAMAGUCHI, Meriyc

e where interviewed: Meiji Building

¢ Interrogator: Major Edwin McElwain, GSC
. Interpreter: Lt Comdr Walter Nichols
Allied Officers:Present: Captain Charles Haskins, AC

% . va"ﬁ'.d;RY

L4

§ ThlS iﬂtbelrl"

%i R og-tion is supplementary to USSBS interrogstions 150, 160 and

Céptain_OHMAE ampl;fies his previous statements about Japanese plans at
the beginning of thz war, the Solomons campalign, the Marianas operation and

h-the second Philippines campaign. He also gives an account of the Battle
of tne bismarck Sea,

3. Commander YAMAGUCHI describes briefly the early land based air operations

against wake, He there amplifies his previous remarks about the employ-

ment ol land based Naval Air Craft in the second Philippines Campaign,
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Estimate of US Air Forces on 7 December 1941

To Captain OHMAE

Bk o
B R e [

~
*.:i’.

To Commander IQﬂAGUC%

-, 8

31941?

i'-'*b &

We have been told that the Japanese Army Air Forces were preparzd to face

a numerical inferiority in both the Philippines and Malaya =t the beglnning
of the war; and that it was counting on a supsriority in the quality of its
effort., It believed its planes and pilots superior to t..ose of the USAAF,
the US Navy and the RAF, and it t.ought thst it could overcome & super-
iority 1n numbersy: Did the Japanese Navy share this view? -

No. The .Tapanese Navy thought that it would have superiority of numbers
in the Philippines, and it t.ought the Army and Ivavy -would -have similar
supsriority in Malaya. There was a foreign office report that tnere were
900 US planes 1n tne Pailippines, but this report was -not believed; ang
it wae subsequently shown to Le false by photo reconnaissance toward the

...end of Novembers . = ..ol oo o e 80

PR - - L] a o mog e
]

- Will-you tell us all sbout taose photo reconngissance missions?

I was not there, and I know nothing about them.

The Japanese ~Army has told us that 2% tﬂu b i1nn1ng of thﬂ'w » 1t had
strategic reserve of air units in Manchuria with a strength of at-least
250 aircraft. Did the Navy possess a similar reserve?

The Army thought it necessary to maintaln such & reserve in iancnuria to
oguard against Rus:rig. ,-The' Army also.hnd comritments in Grnlne, znd 1t was
charged with air defense of Japan. The Navy nad no such comnitments, and
the only reserve in rear areas Which. it maintalined consisted of its train-
ing units. At the beginning of the war, all fully trained units of the
Japanese Navy Air-Force were committed.. We.thought :it-best to use as.

‘much force as possible in order to ottain victory as culckly and cheaply

as possitle. The first line units ordinarily had subtstantial reserves of
alrcraft bphlnd them in the forward ereas - uomptlmes as much as 50%.

L B

- H;Hake_lsland &-Guam;ﬂ-l941_

~hat type of . olﬁnes ware used frquhwaJalﬁln against .e2ke in . December of

"lype 97 heavy bombera (Eeii).

How many of these »Hlanes were there based in the Marsahalls?
About 36,
dow many did you lose in the Wwake operations?
tout 10,
what was tne level of training of tie pilots who took part in this operation?

From 500 to 1,000 flying nours czach. In ~ddition, the crews of those air-
craft were specially trained in ovcr water navigation,
what air attacks viere made on Guam in 19417

Mostly flost planes. No subtstantial air effort was necessary,

Doolittle Raid

To Captain OHMAE

Lo

Did you have any advance warning of the 2ttack made on 18.Bpr11 1942 by
medium bombers launched from the carrier Hornet?

RESTRICTZD 495 =P e




Wik

e
"..:JIT:
e
ﬁ‘.ll--
o
5
=
ks
T
'ﬂ? Iy
_j .
X
e
g
R
g
i
e,
At
i
'..
i
4

. e o e B o Tl g R SR T Yl . S o e e R O
S e R S T e AP e W SR L e e e Y R o Ere s T T St A SR e e R ¥ - oy e gy e R S G Ny O e e e
T e LB ey ot i Tl fhe S DU T i, X il oo LA Fityed R L N e e e e b et Bt [ T i = ik, H - ; S S d - R o i S s = i v
. 5 il A e AT - ik 2 > ¥y ryis o D Y e e 7 e S R T T e S S e L IR Y i o ey e T - oo i g T R e L Tt 2 gt - e ! : I X
. T t4 Nl T UL ek el e g | M ral G N T et 1y e e e T R T T k - . e Ll e ; i - it 5 -' i i
e T O T '-#F’“"Sf.':-"‘-*.'."E}-%'ff!’ﬁx-f#uﬂ'}-']51:;-'-_-‘!-?-113?" o e L ST e e M el M Tl e sMEd e R e e s S i TR ' A e TRt (SR S i ; . : cip . :
: i 7 e e T R B 3 ik i i s By g et A s e R et ol e T s o £ W oy e o ” Tt - : 44
L Fi gl e U T e DR Bl K P P S e SN e . e e, e e
s S Sl DA e A 2 . ] ¥
-

i e e e T AR

>
S

“Yeé. A picket boat reported fhe presence of two US carriers on the morn-

STRICTED

ing of the 18th, .

o

Jas this piéket boat sunk Ey the carriers?

Yes, it was sunk, but it had managad to send uS'warnipg."

What, then, were you.not p;epa;ed for the attack?

We oxpected it to come the next day if st all. Wwe had no i&ea“ﬁhat the
carriers hed planes capable of flying tie distance involved.‘ we did ngt
know that B-25's were to be emplfoyed. We thought the carriers wers going
to approach much closers and so were taken completcly by surprise.

what effect did the Doolittle raid have upol Japanese plans?_

Wwe decided that we must. push out our defenscs evel further, and accordingly
we decided to take Midway, New Caledonia and bases in the Aleutians.

Are-yéu sure of tﬁig?  I thought that_tne attack on Midway at least was

_planped?before the war énd.had been scheduled 8ll along to take place 1n

Tune of 1942, Captain Gende has indicated thet this is correct.

My personal recollection and opinion 18 that the Midway operationlwas not
decided upon until after the Doolittle raid, and that the raid was respons=
itle for the decision to undertake it., Therc may have bcen plans to take
Midway, but tne decision to eXecuta these plans had not been made,

New Guinea, Rabaul =nd Guadzltanal

To Captain OHMAER ' | ' "

Qe

when did you first go to Rabaul?
In June of 194%Z,
wWhat was Japanssc air strengti there at thatv time? | g

Abtout 80 Japanese Nevy fighters, 30 land attack pleanes (Betty), 10 reconn-
ajissance planes and 30 float plan:zs, a total of about 150 aircraft, These
planes balonged to the 25th AIR FLOTILLA.,

How were those planes employed in July of 1942%

&G ran occasional raids on Port Moresby and attecmpted to support the Jap-
anese Army troops which were then going ovsr the Owen Stanlcy mountalns 1n
the dircction of Port Moresby. ‘ | ‘ ;

L4

Did vou drop supnlics to those troops?

Not until they started to retreat, They bagan tho ‘opsration belizsved that
they could gct along without air supply. Thce Army units+involved WeTe
espccially trainzad c=lite units from Manchuria, and the Army thought thay
4id not rced any aid., Army HQ st Rabaul kept v:ry secrct the prograss they
ware meking, and it wes not until the retircat ctartecd that we were asked to
drop supplics,.

What sort of a supply - dropping cffort did you make?

We sent 3 or 4 land attack planes (Betty) cach night, The Army reported
that it reczived only 25% of the supplics. :

Did you ever practice supply dropping?
No. Tais was an improvisad afféir. But practicc should not nave bcen nec-

ecssery. The oporations was rcally very simple, and I am sure the Army
acutally reczived more than 25% of the supplies. '

RESTRI CTED 495 -3-
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Q. New you said there were 150 aircraft at Rabaul when you arrived in June.
How many were there &t the time of the US landings on Guadalcanal on
7 Aug 19427?

........

A, About the same.

%; Qe vhut‘was the effect of the B-17 attacks on Rabaul which prcceded the land-
By Tt S i ngs? L 4 5! é ‘

A, No grcat cffect., As I rccall it, the weathor was vary bad and aindcred
the reconnaissance aircraft which should have spotted the landing forccs.
The weath-r may also havs hindered the B-17's,

Q. whet did vou do aftcr the landings?
A, We immediatcly attacked using all aircraft available, e attcmpted mass
- attacks on the 7th, 8th and 9th., Ve lost ons-half of our avsilable strength
'in those attacks, 2nd we asked for reinforcemcnts, . The £6th Air.Flotilla
- was brought in with.about 120 planes., . It arrived.=bout-the 25th of August,
The 21st Air Flotilla 2lso camz 1n. cbout. this timc from SABANG (Sumatra).
And 1n‘Nov¢mb,r any &rmy ruconnals ancce unit arrived, but it wasn't worth
mgehe . o " | ok 2 T T WLy

Qs rncll), what was Japan sc Navy.air strength in Rzbaul in the middle of
Augrust‘? b 3 Er v . 4 3 - . 2 15 _

A, About 40 planus.“
. Sl bk e AT Ay 0 BEG S IAtSE Sbout. he. BN 4 Aigiatt
. ke, LGBy T
ol wh*"tlanpﬂned théﬁ? |

A, ic then uszsd our full plane strength in support of the first attempt by
ground Torces to.dislodgc you from Guadalcanal,

&. what losscs did you suffer? | '
A, 1 cannot recall the details of lossgs by individual-action. ..

Je Well, c¢rn you give us a figure for losses from 1 fugust 1942 to 1 January
19437

..‘

A, Yes., We lost about 300 planus in thet tlmc. ' :
Q,"ﬁhat@ﬁaé'yodr alrcrﬂft strength on l J&nuary 19439

A, 100 fighters, 30/40 land basad Qttack planes and parhaps 70 reconnaissance
planss, float planses; BERC, . AL o ~ -
- %e  .teplacemznts wore sent from Japan which allowed you to maintain this .
- strongth? - !, ;o - | - L - 3 - 4

A, Yszs,
e What was thce lovel of training of your pilots during'this pcriod?

<. When We bagon, in August of 1942, most of our pilots were very well trained

- with more than 500 hours flying time, The pilots from the 26th and 21st

. Air Flotillas were equally well trained, But by 1 January 1943, only about
15% of them wore left and we:were receiving pilots frash from school. They
nad only &bout 100 flying nours.

»

Yo Do you meéan they had only 100 hours total flying time or 10C hours 1in
combét type aircraft?
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About 100 hours in combat type aircraft. Perhaps 200 hours in ally

I.ﬂl'-‘ - Y AT s

o s il

“hon did'?BdFés* %ﬁé’ﬁiﬁ&m%awééﬂd reinfor emgnts_togﬁabaul?
In Septemﬁer of 1942.
Why?

The Army ground forces Were continually asking for direct support and we
folt this should be given by Army alrcraft.l

Béttlépof Bi.marcK.SQa*

‘ ‘ it ot 0 g, a convoy gzoging from Rabaul to
Uo you recall a series of US air attacks on Y £08

IAR in March of 1943 which we:call the Battle of th? Bismarck Sea¥

I dos
Do you know how¢many,shipéﬁwore in-that'convoy?i

- ; : W
To the best of my recollectlon 6 destroyers, ons’Navy_“59301al Ship™ and
7 transporLS. |

How many were sunk?
A1l but three destroyerse

Wes that an important convoy? ]
Yes., Very important. 1t was carrying a??ut V!QOO t?oizs £6;§O%eirgiiigg
500 Marinzs). £Early in 1943, it was decided ﬁnat Sogtluag 2 ongdigs =~
should be reinforced, and on © January 1945? We }ang?.a r;g;e b '1a;s
Theore we decied tnat we should land 2%v least#a d%YISlOH,N%n ‘ inﬂ; P

to land five or six divisions in an attempt to tzlke all New Guincae.

At that time you still thought you could take rort Mbresby?

; . - h fe
We not only thouéht we could take Port moresty but'hoped to take all New
Guinea, ’

Well, what =bout tae 1 larch 1943 convoy? o .

I'his convoy corried pe Tt éf the division wc expizﬁgd gotlaﬁdid é;;giz:thgf
' ' inland as WAU and to nO >
\ssion of these troops to go as far inland &f ' P
ié could havc donc tast you could not have tuilt up your large airficlds
in the Merkham Valley. '

At thet fime, you ferésaw the possibility of our building up large =l1T bases
in thanarkham.V&llay? A . = ! 1

Yes, . T i K -
What happened when thc convoy was sunk?

| ' ivis] - czan | sinforee
s cancelled our plans for sending a.d1v151onuto_L%E, and bbﬂgn zﬁeéﬁiikham
Wowak. e thought we could proceed ovarland ;roaxﬂewak towar‘s. _ ;ur
| . ' o : : - - - [ ~en Yy
Valley and accomplish a part of the original mission by breaking uplg‘
air fiedd developmenthbut the Jepanese Army is not vary good at bulldlig
ro2dsSe

So that, as a result of the Bismarck Ssa action, you abandonsd your plans
to pcinforce LAE and to take all New Guinea?

Yes,

L

And you attempted to stop 2ur development of the Merkham Valley by a ground
advance from wewak?
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Operation of cerrizr vlanes from land bases

Q. When did you first use cerricd based air groups from land bases in the
Solomons? - '

e A, In April 1943.
Qe VYhy?

A, The land pased air groups a2t Robaul werc not effective, largely because
thecre were only & few experienced.pilots. . we still attached utmost im-
portancc to the Solomons campaign; and we héad to have a better air offort,
The Army had just come into Rabaul, but it was no help. Japanese iLrmy units
hed haed no training in nav1g”t10n and in any cvent these ‘planeés h=ed too
sho s range, In Februasry, I personally asked to nav:s the peRl ar 1Y
groups brought into Rabaul, but 2t th=t time it wes felt that they shoétild
be kept intact for usc with the corriers., But in Mareir the 51tuut10n
was ¢ven worss, and I succ“odud 1n pus.iing tarough my plan’ to-land ba
UG CaTTiaP srounsS, * & ¢

Q. .Did your losgbs: of aircraft in tho Bazttle of the Bismarck Sea héve any
d bearing. upon this dceision?

kv DO
Qe How many aircraft did you lose in thc Battlo of thﬂ Bismarck Sea?
A. About 40 out of 80 aircraft which wore édvjriﬁg thz convoy.

Q.. How meny @id-the Army dose? ' .~ " T .. ¢+ oo n L

il

AT don't now,
Q. 'ﬁefﬁrqiﬂg*fo_%h@cﬁrriar'groups, whicﬁ:gréuﬁs wérelinvolvod?l
A. CiRDIVS 1 and 2 both wer  -land bes-d atﬁﬁhis'%imé;

4. How many plrnes? ; A - T T ' - T oy

A, about 500. e still had 200 1nnd based planes, 1ﬁk1ng o totel of*about ”
700 Navy aircraft in the Bismercks - Soldmons araa.

% When thesc plancs arrived, what did you do with them?

A, ic ran two big attacks -in the ‘Solomons rnd onc on- the Linw Guinza side. It
" was originally planucd to ottrck Port Morashy, nnd we thqueht the Owen
Stanley mountains were too high for. ths aircraft we haod ”V&llnblO, so ‘we
nttacked. Bune and Milne Bay instuad with atout 250 ~drernft - not fullk
strength. In the 3 attacks, we lost about 15% of our strcongtn, and
Admiral Yamamoto, who was thon &t Rabaul, thought this was cxecssive,
ond so ordered the corrier groups back to Truk on 17*Apr11.

%. Was the Army involved in this opérstion?

A, No, There would have bsen confuclon if tpe.Army attacked w1th the Navy.
So it was not allowed gris ‘ - -

Q. What wes your next operation?.

A, It wss proposed to send a joint Army - Navy parachute force into the Mark-
ham Valley to prevent your development of the airfields there. Any Army
and a Navy parachutz expsrt ccme to Rabaul to discuss the projeet. I told
them it nover could succead because at that time we could not supply ‘Tighter
COVEX. My'v1 cw was adopted, and tac project was abandonsd,

5 Qe when did tihe carrier divisions next operate from land bases?
: RESTRICTLD 495 =B




A. To July of 1940, after the US landings 4+t Rendova, we attocked as best we

¥ could and because of the vary low level of the training of our land based
pilots, we lost threc-quartcers of our strencth and hrd only 40 or 50 planes
left, Wec made &an urgent cz2ll for rein-orcements, and the CARDIV & &ir |
group was sent in about 25 July. 1t naver want back to 1ts carricrs and
wes marged then and thexre with the 26th Air Flotilla. Theoreafter, a ncsw
CARDIV 2 air group was formed, but 1t was =« complately ncw group with nonc
of thc pilots from tho original CARDIV 2 21ir ZToup

~

Q. How about the Army Air Force at this time?

A. The Army was still 1in Rebaul and had not yst movad to Now Guinea, but 1%
participated 1in the Now Georgia operation only once., 1ts pillots WCTIC
poorly trained &nd their planes were old =nd short rango>d.

Q. what vas tho state of ths training ol the CARDIV 2 air group?

A, Very good. Ilts pilots were vory expcrienccd.

%i Qe jHow.many'planes did it have?

L, Abocut 175. i

;f Ge. Whero was 1% bascd?

? A. It Tirst had = rorward basSC -t Bunn, but after your landings at Munda tﬁis

base beocmms untenable ond 1T retired to Buk:, ~nd finally, &t the cnd of

. august to Rabaul, At that time, total RevVy ~ireraft strengbh nt Rebaul

2 amounted to 100 fightsrs, 30 single snzino bombors and 30/40 lmnd based
; attock plones (Betty).

L

Q. Uere you recciving any replacements®

A, We werc tiaon roceiving the type 2eTYo modcl 52 fizater (Zcke 52)jwhiéh'was
‘yery good. Lutb the replaccment pilots Were V-oIY pOOT o

When 4id you'nait 1and base the CiRDIV-1 =2ir group?

v A. About 1 Noveombor 1949 This coincided with the Bouge inville oparation, but
. purcly ==& A metter of coincidence. C,.RDIV 1 stayed in Raboul =bout 2 wccks,
by suffer=d 30% losscs cond then withdrow, Tharenftor, it qu.rporgﬁni%ed,

and w-nt to Singapore to train. It h~d only 2 few. venlly cxnericnced

pilots. 1 wecnt with it, on the now TETHD, &0 & don't know whet happencd

-t Rabaul after that? -

Merianas

@ Ge I hove rend wazt you hows ~id about thc Maricnms Cempalgi in responsc 1o
questions put vou by the Naval Apnalysis Divislon, ©n I do not wish to

o ; duplicatec, but therc r.Te scvaral points I should 1ik> to clear up. First,

b I understennd tht land besed Navy cirercfd moved from the E NEL to Palau

%;. . : ~nd Saipen hsre the US landings wWerc cxpectad. Could you t211 mc how

B meny end under whrt circumstancess? ’ '

@ A. When we saw your flset ~pproaching the Marinnss, we cmnczlled the KON plan

e (operations in New Guinea), 'nd togan to move the flzet and 211 nvailable

B sirereft from the E NEI towards the Morinnas, About 100 aircraft movaed from

%i. the E NEI to Palcau ond Yap through Halmahsra, but the pilots Ware so poorly

ﬁ%; trained thot hrlf viere lost, ~nd onc contributced vary much to tic pporﬁtion.

Q. How about planss from Japan?

A. The 2nd iir Flcot wWas then in process of formetion in Japnn, 2nd 1ts pilots
wore nobt sufiicicntly traincd to participote 1n this opsration. But we
put togcticr & group of ~bout 120 or 130 plancs aonred Ly the best pilots
we could got, nnd moved 10 to Iwo Jiri.. we called thls group the HACHIMAN
BUTAI. It ~ttackad your tnek foree ond landing forccs Trom Iwo 2nd lost
~bout holf of its stroength. Mc~nwhile, wc lost aboutb 400 plones in the
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cerricr action west of the Marianas.

ine Compsigh

2nd Phili

To Commender YAMAGUCHI

Q...Efter the4xarianas operation, the 1lst Air Fleset moved its;H@_to the Phil-

ippines. How many ~iperaft did it have there by 1 September 19447

L, About 150 planes, mostly .fightors.

- Qy:- And the 2nd Lir Fleet was to defgpddFormdsa, tﬁe'Ryukyus‘ﬂndeyuShu.-_

How many plancs did 1t h=ve?

L. Avout 300. | i 5
0. The carricr groups ware not under the 2nd Air Fleet? ' LA

ie No, they were not.

_ Why did you not mekc any T dofensc of Palau whore it wes invaded on
15 Scptember 19447

&2

i e
.i

A. It wos out of cffective rangce

Qe Why .A1d you 5% NS your plunes o defond Morotel waen it was, invaded on
.:_15gseptﬁ@b?r-l3%4?, ' ' 1% | - e

B ﬁyﬁthén:wahad d$cidédfhﬂt the Pnilippincs should be.our outer linc of

dofnsc. we had put Sho oparntions (Defeonse of the.Philippincs) into

affzct, cnd Sho operations did ngt gall 1or trne defensce of Morotal.

Q. On 10 Octobor 1944, the US flact nttacked the Ryukyus, and on subsequent
.”dgygﬁditAaptacksd Formosa =2nd tha:Philippi@est-.Will you describe: the

Japanasc reagtiop? T e | : - . R

A, On 12 Octoter l?é&,.the;main strength of tne 2nd Air Fla;t'was,based at
Konoya. «e made a night attack on your flcet with atout 100 aircraft, and
on th. n3xt two nights WC made similrr attacks with nbout 100 aircraft.
Then on the next oy, we nttacked with 150 aircraft from the 2nd Air Flect
and 150 aircfaft,from.the“Earriai,groups,”a totel of 700 sorties in three
nights &nd one day. [ftor the first sction .our unpxpericnccd pilots
ﬁrsportqd.that_thay ard sunk ot least five major fléat units. it the end ot
the threc do~ys, they reportad that they ned sunk at least 30 warships. e
madc reports of this to the Empcror. #£85 & rosult of thesc reports, prep-
~rations for:the Philippines cempaign were not precssed as they should have
bcene wWe WEre overconfident,“ahd”did:not snticipatc a0 immedinte landing
in the Philippincs. This overconfidance lost us. the Philippines campaigh.

e What were your actual lossocs in thase attacks off Formosa?

A, e lost atout 0% of tho nireraft committed\ffaboutféoo planos.

<e Did you muke & moximum effort to'desfroy'bur”flaet?

L. Nothing was acld back, e made a moximum effort, we thought your flzet

L 0

was resting in an ides=l position on Formosd, and tact we had & Very good
chance '

Q. How many planes did you lose on the ground 1n Tormosn ~.nd the Ryukyus &5 2
rosult of our carrisr strikes?

A. Only about 30 or 40.

e Whzt was the offeet of the air attocks on Formoss which took place ~t{ this
time? | | '

RESTRICTED 495 -8-




i S e RESTRICTED

§ - % Ay hir dbpots and repair facilities wsre badly hiv, ~nd this hod a great

| " cffect on our ability to,get planes into the Philippines loter in the
monthe DBut the B-R9's destroyed very faow pl cs because the planes were
well dispersecd. ¥ _ . F s A :

To Captain CHMARE

Q. Did thc nction off Formosa have any c¢ffect on the efficiency of the Northern
Forec in the Battle for Leytc Gulf? -

L. Some of the carrier air groups werc employasd ~nd suifcered substantial
losses. uhen we were ordercd to sortie with the carriers a2 week latsr, we
h'd to toke an odd assortment of pilots who werc by no reason fully trained,
Per“aps some of the pilots who .were lost would have been better.. But at
thet time we had no really experiencoed carrier groups, and in that actlon
we werec operating only as a “lure™ to :help the control force penctrate
to the Leyte Gulf,

B “q. "I béiisve you Edﬁélﬁ%eviouqu strted thet the 2nd Air Flect finally arrived
& in the Phlllpplﬂes on &3 OCtOuOT vlth 2bout CO pl nes, Is that~correct?

A. Yes.

!

- . How meny plones did the lst air Fleet have ©t that time?

- A. Lbout 50. Lbout 100 h=d bezn lost in the carricr strikes of mid-September
e and Octobcr.

? G. About how mony pl-nes did the Jnpanese :irmy have 2t that time in the

- Philippines?

b

|||||

A, About 300.

ie S0 thot on 23 October you had about 650 planes in the Philippilncts, both
Navy and Army, 4Hs you know, e had only & few lrnd tased plones opsrating
from one 2irficld ot that time. Why then did you not explolit your aumer-
ieal zdvantcegs “nd drive use from the boeaches?

)

Ae A%t thnot time, the Navy was primerily concerncd /ith autacks on your carrier
= task force. The irmy did =ttack the boeschheads, =and I do not know wiay 1%
¢ hed no mor:s success. It had lost 2 lot of plenes in carricr striizcs on
the central Philippines. -

Q. Was the ingxpericnce of your pilots a factor 1n the poor success you
acixizved <% this tinme.%

¢

A, Our pilots were very poor cnd inexpcericnccd.

-

1. How about ropair facilities?

4

.je nrd depots ot Menile, Legaspi and Cocbu which could mnke 4th echclon,

& | repoirs, chanze ¢ngines, ete. But there wers short~ges- of all sorts of

e parts beenuse of your attacks on the routa from Japan through Formosa, and
i bscause your submerines, were beginning to cut us off from the South. In
o ~ddition, we hred foar too mnny dlffer :nt kinds of pl-nas, ~nd the parts

= ' j waere almost nevar interchangeeble,: We had not been preprred Ior your

i - lending at so ecrly ¢ dote, And we did not hove 2 sufficient store of

@@ supplics or 2dcquatc repair facilities. The airfislds hnad not becn built
up as wns planned, and the poor state «f mony airfizlds caused many lending
accidents., The bombing -of the repair facilitics really did little damage,
but this coused us to stop work on thc planes, When such work was vary
NEGCCSSaTY,.

- I----_ ; j— -|.|,'||- T "';gk-..'.:-. SR oA "_'-_"-;b-::. .
i R A -":-Ei '_"T-:,:,:_:' =7 ':"":."'.;_‘JT’A- o e, T e
R AN ; o bl =

Q. The Lrmy has told us thnt throughout the Southern areas, mtlntenence was
ordinarily so poor, tccause of factors simil-.r to those you mentioned, that
it wss often necessary to discard plrnes which could :&sily have boeen fixed

- if they had basen ne:r & good dspot, How about the Navy?
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A, nll tnrougn the Southern nrea, the Navy was about ~s bad 2s the Army.
We might hove sg 1vag;‘=d tiabeny pl -NCS DY brlnglng thm b'aclc to Kanoya, but - q’
of .Courise we ﬂJVuT could gut tham there.u--' g

.;.‘
3

e How did you serviée sircraft in fofward oreas?’ N
| Rosed 0 F g : <
LA, Thore were very faw gasolinc trucks outside J an, ~nd we uscd fo scrvice
our plancs by heand from drums. |

. How long would it takce you 0 serwice ~. flight of.36-fighters?

A ﬁboutws_hcurs.r

Qgi‘”can you ~1Vu us gal rough uStlmﬁtG of thﬁ mopthly losses qnd ?upl“combntsf--
2 rucelved by thw lst and 2nd.Alr ﬁlaats in ths Pn111pp1nes°

L

A, ‘I astimate;them{agjfpllcws: '

Strength Losses .. - Replncements
ool Noveomber y Aok 180 <200 30 ‘
B l.DpCMmbur .'*". “”.'w_ 880" . . & 0, gis-f)BO . 200/300

"~ Q. wW~s it the Neavy's rasponsibility to proteet the supply convoys you T N
into Ormoc 1n'Novvmb T "nd Dbcombur 1944°

- he It was a joint Army - Navy effort.

Q. How many plones would you commit to tha defénéé'of'thééédﬁodyays?l:" =

b “”d & JOlﬂt Army - Navy pool of about €0, planes. e trigd to keep 30
pl has ovor tihe convoy =t all times. We Suff,red 20/30% lOSSés in ‘this
oparntion. e B, _

Qe Wnot Wﬂs_the”saiviCQ billty e tu “t tils tlimes

b, Woll telow. 50%.

Q. dow oftsn did you ottack the Mindoro convoy? -

 £¢;gu5}m:d 31 tot 1 of baut 60 suicido attucks in tne 3 days.

~. How ~bout the Lingﬂyﬁﬂ convoy?

A, Wo could only throw cbout 30 suicide plnncs “g inst it. Thot left our
strengtn in the Philippinzs about 20 planes, Those plrnces went to
Tuguegarao and ultimotely boeck to Formosa,

Q. Can you tell us about the suleide crnsh which AdnilrAa nrima is suDDUSPd
to hove made on o US tosk force some time in Octotar 19447%

A, - About 18 Octobar, sdmirnl wrime croshed his plane on 2 US corricr to the
Enst of Luzon, sie wns then o Recr Adaircl pnd wis promoted posthumously

tb Viece Admirnsl., Ioter, mon who crasined weprs prowotbd e rrfd s posthumously
if thoy hit 3 Shlp, "id onc' if they missed. ok ‘

-
L]
§

Qe 'tht'was the orgﬁnlz tlon of Jqptn sc Nevy suicide units in the Philippinss?

Ao lﬂu EOlstiKokutul weS COﬂV”Tth complntely 1nto ?lsuicidﬂ unit, nrd suicide
pilots wzarc contlnu lly f2d -into it during the camp ign, ObOme otner?Kokutul
made suicidc ‘ttuCkS, ‘but thls'w s the only one which wos compl tely a
Sulcldu unit . | P B PEET b % =

‘ L] L
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