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C/0 POSTWASTER SAN FRANCISCO. , . o
INTERROGATIOYN NO. 443 PLACE:  Tokyo (Meiji Bldg.

E % s ol . DATE: 21 Nov. 1945
DIVISIOY OF ORIGIN: Morale

SUBJECT: Radio Monitoring and Povular Morale.
Persohnel interrogated and background ef each:

Mr. SukehidefKabayama,‘Publiéity_Bureau of the Foreign
Office in charge of Radio Monitoring (short wave).

~Jﬂie_res interviewed; Room 748, Meiji Bldg.
Interrogator: D. B. Truman

. Interpreter: Nene required.

Allied Officers Present:——————— e o

SUMMARY ¢

1. Short-wave monitoring of Engllsh language quite complete.
Bome Japanese shows from U. S. covered. Operating difficulties.

. Reporting service rather than analysis, although latter
unsuccessfully proposed, Files in G. H. Q.

3. Use of revorts by Navy, Army, Board of Information, Justice
Ministry, Home Ministry, Finance linistry. |
Army and Navy monitoring systems less extensive.
Changes in popular morale during the war..
Propagands, errors by the government.
Changes in morale among government offlclalq
. Problems of the present government.
Personal ‘experiences in the raids.

O O 3 U

Distant relative of Count Kabayama. Law course at Tokyo
Imperial University, comnleted 1933, PSost-graduate study in inter-
national law 1923-35. Entered Foreign Service 1935. England 1925
-38, including one year at Birmingham for study. April 1938-1940
in Rome. Tokyo, summer 1940 to d=2te. Mr. Kabayama organized the
first monitoring work in the Foreign Office in 1940 and has re-
mained with it. Shortly he will assume other duties, 2s the mo-
nitoring work wil. be turned over to a nrivate enterprise. An
intelligent, cooperative resnondent, who feeles his "duty", as he

puts it, is to answer our questions with frankness. Pe speaks
good English. -
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LEPORT ¢
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Mr. Sukehide Kabaydma was 1nterviewed by Mr. David Truman in

. RESTRICTED.

the conference room of the Mei ji Bu11drng on 21 November, 1945, at
1400 hours. (T. means Trumsn and ¥. means Mr. Ksbayama)
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You were in charge of the radio mohitoriﬁg service?
That is right.

Did you.qtart rlght in with the radio monltorlng,‘or ER that
something that ddveloped later? R e

A friend of mine and I started the work in 1940 . Ve started on

a very small ccale but gradually 1t grew uv

I understand that you had quite an elaborate set up?

We had all sorts of difficulties.’ Durzng the war I wae more or
less concentrated hy effort in monitoring work. I was kind of
an advisor to the Chief of the' Irformation ‘Section.

I wonder if it wouldn't be ‘interésting®o talk about the moni-
toring service. I worked in the American monitoring service

- for a yeary 1 ¥now sometliing of ‘that dngle Hut 1 would-be inter-

ested to have you just tell us about how you had it set up,
how 1t worked, and what you did?

It is a long story. We started the work in the ‘middle -of 1940,
and, of course, didn't exvect the comlng of war at that time.

o goes back" to 1926 and IQZ7 when 1 was a ‘student. I was an
~am3teur ra¢ioman ‘and found it very interesting. “hile“in Europe
I had a shortwave radio 'set with ‘me and tried to get American

stations and alsoc Jahanesé etﬂtionq "I came to the conclusion
that it wa's ‘the' qulck@et meane of gcftlng 1nformatLon - Much
quicker than newsnaperc by 12 ‘to ‘24 hours. ' Thought it was good

 for collcctlon ‘of information 'in thé forelgn ‘office. 1 gave that

advice ‘to the Chief of “the information Denartment Mr. Suma. He
is now a Jananese Amhassador in’ Vadrwd'“ The prohlem was the re-
ceiving set and Deonle who would be able to tackle this diffi-
cult job. THere were no-experienced men in Javan and we de-
cided to train them to begin with:. A friend of mine, born in
Japan but who snent moet of his time in the United States was
consul ted with -and said he would take the job. be became the

- centre of 'this organization and decided to get as many Ameri-

‘can born Jananeqm so-called qccond gpntratﬂon ‘tHe number went

- uD tc between 40 and 50 monitors.

. Did thﬁt mﬂn who dld your tr81n1ng for you qtay w1th vou through
" ‘the 'war? & ,

. "OR"yés; hefléistlll here,

His -name? b 2
His name is Toshikatsu Hodaira. %e concentrated on getting En-
glish news. ¥%We theught it was the quickest.

The English news from the United Strtes?
Yo, from everywhere.

How wide s coverage did you haver?
The radio stations we used te get almost everyday was San Fran-
cisco, Chungking, Australia, London, Ankara, etc.

Limited it to the English Language?

Welil, we started the Jananese later Just dvring the training
of weople. "e found the broadcasts in Javanese language weare
translations from the English news.

Did you 2ttemot to take down the Japanese?
We did some of them.
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What kind of rcception difficulty did you have? ' Was the recevp-
tion a serious problem?

We started our work in the comnouud of the Foreign Office, =

" place burned out dur;ng the war. In the central part of Tokyo
the local disturbances were so bad we miscsed at least one or
two immortant broadcasts everyday. We anticipated the coming
»f the bombings and decided to move it out to the suburb and
the reception was gr-atly improved. We were able to mut up
longer antennas =nd they helped us » grert deal.

Pid you monitor the broadcnsts from Salnqn?
.:..es we did.

- You mean the medium range?

No, we were not able to. Qtprtp—d Jamnlng it. In and around
Tokyo impossible to listen to that. They say in some nﬂrtq
of Jaosn they were adble to get Saipsn on medium wave.

Vhat ﬂgency:wa resnonsible for the Jjamming of that?
The Depﬁrtment of Communic~tion, they were espons ‘ble for it.

Did . they ﬂlco control your outnut, your ‘broa dcast ?
“he.outgolng,brgndc?sta, yes. As to the proparganda policy And
the contents of_theibrOHGCQSt, the CPbIHEt board of information.

I wonder. if you can tell me whom T might talk to over there
that had somethlng to do with contenfﬂ of the broadcosts
going out? The qnokeqmnn of the Javanese Government of the
Board of Information, e g

That post w=2s. occupied by Mr. Igushi. At present he is Chief
of the Gener=l Affairs 3Bureau of the Liaisons Offi

Did you have anything tc do with domestic transmission of the
Radio Tokyo? | | |

No, Idon't think so. We were from the Foreign Office and
worked on over-sess brosdcasts. '

I wonder if you have any suggestiones Aabout whom I might talk
to in. connection with domestlic broadcasts. |

At present that bureau has been discolved. It was handled by
the second cection of the Board of Information. ‘he third
saction was for handling the over-seas affairs. The second
section handles the domestic home affairs.

Diq you have many technic=al dlfflcu¢t1&s?

There were mAny technicsl dlff‘cultqu but we werp “ble to
get “nough repairs and snare OHrtq,for gur work and thers wag-
not any serious technical dlfflcultleq |

+id the Dprconq wbo monltorod th€ broadc st, do the transcri-
bing?
Jes, that ie right.

Wae your service pnrimerily = renorting service?
Yes, a reporting service. Just sumnlied the information.

Did you do 2anything in the wey of analysis, such as attomo-
ting to-analyze.the »urvose of the broadcasts?

that is the thing we suggested, but 2¢ far ~s' I know nobody did
it in » serious way. In listening to the foreign broadcasts

we felt the necessity of that kind of orgenizmation Aand so

we mAade some camnle conies and suzgested to the foreign office
that the work should be done by somebody, but 1t was not done.
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REPORT ( corgd) o . RWSTRTCTED

Cha ot dEntE sunnofe you: hﬁve ﬁ'e“mplo cony?
"L I am ﬂfrﬂld oY « ' . ]
fgf.Cﬂn you -tell’ me what hqnntnpd to tne mﬁtprlﬂl after it was
.. t=ken from the air and transcribed and put’ in renort form?
K.. During ‘the firet period to the end of Y=gt year the monitor
.Jjust tyv~d them out on st-neil’ paperxr. and. h=d them »rinted ond
they were dldtrlbutﬂd ' ve found it very difficult hecause
“the =amount became so greﬂt °nd 'the comsumption of vAper and
everything beceme so gre~t. Aleo .comnl~ints c2me from the
renders’as it wes very difficult’ to find out the subjecte or
the thi nge they wanted fto know. We, tre‘ned sonie. peonle for
editing. The started editing thlc year, and the volume of
work was rpduceﬂ by one: third " &
WM Could you mabe comlﬂq of hoth the’ P“rly tyne "nd .the l~ter
7 7 type. of revort available to ue? -

K. “Yes, of course. We hsd to talk w1th Lt Gol? quflett He
18 in:CIC.a%- the Doi Ichi Building. It wos abhout .one month =2go
and I-think I gsve 2ll my mﬂter*ﬂl =nd fllﬂQ-'O hlm, from
1941 to the end of the warp., " - I T

1.: Whﬁt sort of training was giveﬁ to the peonle who were editing

Y el broadco&ts? “hat ware they sunnosed, to do?

K. There waen't =ny tr2ining schools or that kind of thing, but
we selectéd = few ‘eenior monitors th~t.-had the longest ex-
perience and for one: or  two months tmuaht thdm what kind of
things were most immortont qubjec+c or., itemg: uuch ae the
conflict betwes the eontral Fovernmcnt and the communists
in Chin=s,.. the buqclﬁn attitude tow~rd the United States =nd

'all thet kind of thing. ™= trained them.so that they would
©Brom-tly nick uv the most importent subjects from ths inter-
national -point of viaw. Wiy T Lo |

T. Did you give them Any wesk by'week or dqv by day written

" statements for the things to look tor currently?

K. Yes, we did do th~t, and Aalso wkaly lnﬂtructﬂonq %ni = eked
them to. brlﬂg us cqmnle covning.,: 5 ¥

19

. Does Col.,?Prtléﬁﬁ'héye-tha*instructions?

Es o, not the inftructions. - They were just written on ~ nicee
- of paper, they wo“r not nermenent.

T. How wne rour m- terial yged? -

K. Ye zot ”bou it variee, ‘I think on ‘the “V“rﬂge “bout 60-80

coples, nnd ﬁbout onc-half were used in Foreign Office ano-
ther one~-half dis tr1buted to eeversl nloceos. I gave the--liet
te Col. qutlutt ¢walve, or, well 1round one dozon were
distributed to the miniestries of the Yovy and Army, =nd the
Board of Information, Ministry of Justice and Bin*cfry of
“Home Affaire, Ministry of Finrnce. ' Several of the higher
officiale were allowed to h“ve o;rgonﬂl_caoies;ﬁ'- o |

N
oF
(@)
42
M

T. I wonder, would you.hqu.qny wnv i Knoﬁi“g what wasg
with this meterinl after it reached these 2locee? - Say for
instance, the Rosrd of Information? .

K. They uqod it ss = cource of moterial for ne wepapers. They
were not sllowed to listen. Of. cource they intercevted
morse code messages. Domei did that, but the shortwove we S
quicker than Yorse code. Sunnliecd the informrtion to thhk
newsnapers. 1 think they were used by the comment-~tors
on broadcsste, aleao.
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T. Both for shortwave trapemiscion and domestic?

K. Yes.

T. Did the Army and Navy use the materialf
¥. 1 think they were also running their propaganda bureau.

Japanese domestic and foreign hroadcasts.
7. Did the Army and VNavy.use Ra@io'TdkyQ fé¢ilities for broad-

casting? |
¥. TYes, they had at certain times.

7. I remember we used to have military spokesmen we used vO
1isten to which ceemed TO he under. Army control and some-
times it was.qulte different from the civilian comizent=tors?

¥. The Army used the 2zero hour, Tokyo FHose.

7. Did the Navy also have it's own? . o

K. No, not any special time, _
commentators or €OmMe epecialists for overseAs

I think.they used 10 broedcast -once Or twice a week.

me cent certain
broadcasts.

]

i Somewhat like the Army?
K. 1es, only.ngt_sa,effective., "

e Affairs_ﬁinigtry?-

How wos . it used. in the Fom |
tion to the nesad of prefﬁctural

T.
¥. TUsed it .for cecret informA
governaors.

T What ddd the governors do with. them?
X. They waed it to. trace source of -rumors. <Ih€ Japanese ver-
cion snd American version varied quite a lot. In th2t kind
of circumetA”nces if the Dolice got €OmF rumor which was on

the eame lineg A€ americean vronaganda, they coudd detect the
from shorfwave. Black listening. In

source must hAave COme
ation wee coming fro m

thot sort of cnee they lnew the inforn
Americen «t~tions.

The versilon of the Ame-

I am very much interecsted in that.
e exact American brosd-

rican broadcnsy verbatim. Was 1U Y
caet, or was it 1n general the trend?

K. It wae Jjust the general trend.

e |

+3

Wae it very fullf?
X. I d.OfFl‘t krnow.

7. I wonder what MEASUTES, if any, they took to meke sure tha b

the people, tne OnNeEs that handled the documents, would read

the rizht hand column rather thon the 1eft? &ny rendency
to helieve that the American version woe mOre€ nccurﬁte tha %
the Jd=2panesc version? N -
K. I think the battle of Saipan in the sumnel 6f . 1Laat year,
I think most of the€ Jaoancse who wWere only listening to
the Japanese version welieved 1n the Jananese proo~gAnds .
~fter Sainan, they began to feel suspicious 10 what the
Government. in.general enid. Gradually the government and 21so

the milivery loet: their nrestige.

sut

7. I wonder if the availability of these two vArious documents

in the hands of the loc2l oolice had =nythirg tO do with

that T
K. That 1 don't know.

people was, grntil Loe
peonle, 1if we tell them the fact ie euch and such,

stance, if we tell them that Germany w28 he=ten

RESTRICTED 443-O
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oF the -;:mnme Navy reduced to such =~nd ’Ch, the
peonle would sim»nly l=ugh. e

T. You mean that th~t kind of strtement was disbelieved here among
the Deonle° | |

K. Among the ordinsary neonle.

T. Woes there any consider=otion given to giving the information
more accurately?

K. I didn't mean that. Coing back to the question if s police-
‘men gets these two sets of information he would be Jjust an
ordinary people. He wouldn't believe- amerlcan nrooﬂgnﬂdp

but through that DrODﬂgnndﬂ could e~tch a few runor mongers.
T. Yhat id he do ﬂfter qni‘oan a8 A member of the ordlnﬂry
peonle he must have become suswicipus?. .. . . . o
K. After Saipan that kind of meterial woulﬁ hAve it must heve
' hched to lose confidence in this war. And.2lso 1t must have
“helped the ‘mor~léd go down. Thet is why the, Jﬂonnch Z0VeErn-
ment “was very qn 1ous for Jananege not to llcten to broqé—

Ccaat s .
Te 1t wae listened to 1 3”ter?
I(-Oh yE’h - ) b &

: Vﬁq Joura the only aOVrrnmeﬂtﬁﬁ monltorlng ODelﬁtloncr
Were thers others? Fa Ty (¥ RE Tl T
K. As a matter of foct the Nayy ﬂnﬂ \rmy hﬂd em2l]l units. Any
information they received was rather inaccurste.,

Ll ik L

T. Did they ~ttemot verbatim trﬂnﬁcribtibhs?

v -

- K. No, Jjust noteq lhpy were just interested in miligary ~ffairs
| not foreign ~ffairs, ‘cconomic or ‘mrovagandas I sunnose they
had that kind of monitoring or listening nosts.in order . te
tralin the crowe they sent out to the front to Slnaﬂﬁore
o cwlillipinse. S=ipan, ‘for *rmy ~nd Vavy. on board certain shins.
. . e . B trdlding-dividienil @ ¢ |
T. Was it used? Did the Army =and Yayy use.your information?
s Yes,.mostly;;f 4 e o |
T, Was it Again sthictly mlllt“ry news thpy were 1nfer ahal 1n,

from you? . o o _
K. We gave them ~ vorint of it. They were not interested in
| 'eenﬂrﬁl ﬁffbqu only in: ‘mifliteyry affairs.

T. The Domeci operntion wre "just in codef
K. Yes, that is wh=at I understand.

T. Any other thing that would be intercsting. to us?
K. (Long silence)

i;fWh“t were the'ohstacles that you mentioned to ect“h11th~nt
)  "of ﬂﬁcyqtnmﬂ*lc ﬂnnlyﬂls? - -
'.”Ky;“ell perhapes we h~vn't:got the right verson with a good
understanding of that kind of thing. For ﬁnalyq1q and for
dlgestlné of that kind of thing. I, think we need =2 mAan with
talent, s mon with 2 Bth sense, so to say. I muqt confese that
‘ﬂthﬂt kind: of veonle,--as you know the Board of Informeation woe
‘  eqt%bl1qhed in 1940, 1# years hefore war. lou_undcrstﬂnd the
. oneration of the PFt“bllﬁhlpg of th=t board .was encouraged
by the Army. It wee .the 'rmy's 1n*Pnt10n to es tgbllch that
esneci”rl borrd =and give strict 1nﬂtruct10n¢ to the nress and
radio so they would be able to carry on military new movement
in Janen and finelly hring thém-to war.. Of course it was
based on the totalitarisn: ides. _Of_course the foreign office
was reluctant to it. When the board wns established 2nd the
forelﬂn office waes agked to sené.-out the neonle to work there
HESmPICTED 44 3-6
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the fo.gn office did not send out thf-“.x.rst class men. That

1s my interpret=ation, so the peoole who worked in the Board

of Information during the war were second or third class peonle
who hadn't had the experience in propaganda informstion working
the foreign office, Some were just beginners. They h=ad to
leann the character to their work to begin with, what should

be cone and wh2t not. They hadn't the time to step forward
and build uv something, on it. After 1% years they were dis-
missed and other new neovle come in.

Were there freaquent changes of nersonnel?

Yes, rather. I think that kind of problem of Bersonnel

was what prevented the Board from st-rting any <ood work which
they should h=2ve undertmaken during the war. In other words
they were just stoozes for the Army 2nd Favy, distated to do

..80, 2nd do not =2y this 2nd do not =2y that.

The fOTPan Office dldn t.have then, any direct sccess to the
out—-going radio? . ol B, 9

From the set-uo of the 3oard of Information they had the
rizht but thcy failed to use 1t in the Promner way, because
the peovle who were ﬂandlln it were not the versonnel with
Abllity. . It 1i® prether dlr;lcult.to exnlain, - but npnerha2vs you
understand whot I mean. I must confeses that when talking
with - Col. Bartlett he =agked me the same que stions, th=t if we
were monitoring we should have done anslysi ete. IThat 1e
what we felt, but actuslly thot kind of thlng w28 not carried
out in 2 system~tic way during the war. It is amazing, it is
unbelievable, but that is wh=t hapoened. That is.why, I
believe, Japan lost the war.

I should think that some fairly extr2ordinary measures
must have been taken to prevent the spread of the informe-
tion which you pcovle received when monitoring? You were
in poseession of information which most Japancse veovle
were not mermitted to know?

hat was =nother difficulty, but I think our people were
very loyal and there were no speeial crses.shout that, Yo
instances of leakinz of secret informatinn, to th=i kind
of thlng, not from our office. There were seversl occrsions
like thet by neonle who rea2d the printed Oabers and talked
About 1t 1 vublie or to other veopls.

You were forbi dﬂen to talk to newsnaper veonle =nd your
friends?
No, I could not do that.

There was no dlfilculty making sure th=t your vpeople
didn't toalk? ' _

We gave them freouent werninecs just like you gove woarninse
to the people enzaged in the =2tomic bomb project.

I wonder, =2s you were in = particularly interestines posi-

tion during the war, it seems to me you had =cceeg to the

best information, both from within Jaoan and outside.

from th=t exoerience I wonder if you could cive us some iden
of how mormale =2monz the veovnle in Janan chﬂn ‘ed from the
bezinning of the war on?

Well I left that 2t the beginnin: of the war, sahout 4

years ago, the peovle, esvecially the neovnle on the strest
were not informed 2bout the re=l couce of the wor.

I think that wos the biggest mistake the Government

committed. rerheps, =2s you know, exactly 4 ye~rs =go0 3

weeks before the outbreaR of the war, even in thore A~ys

when times between the United States and Janan were

very erave, mneovle were not 2llowed to athend =nti-Americ-n or
Antl British meetines. They were onoressed, no meetings

at 2ll,no public meetings. The newsenavers were not 2llowed to
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print ‘h biz letteres wh=t was ~oing oz‘etwe@n the United
States and Janan, ~and how the Americgn demands were difficult
and ali th2t kind of thines. The war*come on 8 Decemher 1941
very ahruntly, to most of. the peovle.; . They had the hone it
would be avoided in some wAay. Thqt is the way the Borrd of
Information q;‘GQ?ernmcnt zAve. 1t to the radio and peonle.

Wh=t was their exvlanation of the caueer of the war?

Of course it was written in the Emperor's rescript 2nd =1l

that kind of thinz. It come so &uddently that the mind

of the peonle was not ready to dicest it. The war fell

from the blue, they - were not re=2dy to zet wormed uvo, from

the very beginning =asnecially the older people who exner-
ienced ‘the $1no-J°Daﬂﬁse war -~nd the HRusso-Jap=nese war.

- “At that time neo¥le used to have very stron: anti-Russian

ferlin. s S . Pmonlﬂ honed that we would be able .to avoid
this wnr 1n qome w2y or sarother, such 2s. s:nding Arbassador
¥ULUSU to wmerica to save Jaman from war.

What wns the re~son why the ore parstion.ln the months be-
fore the war, from s DrOJﬂ~“nd“ voint of view, why w~s it not

more open ﬁnd effective?l What ﬂr@V”ﬂt@d tne Government from
-interestin:z the peonle more in .the war. nrior to the outbreak?
L That 1k the thlnr I coannot uniprqtﬂnd Probably mizht be one
-'qchool Bt thoa bt thﬂt belonged to the foreign. office.
After cevere flrct blow to . Amerige~ and. ureﬁb Britain, Janan

mis ht he ~bhle to ctoo the wer, ":'n;q . thlnk some veonle in
the fOrelgn offlce_gtron o cuhjoqtcﬂ it bocause they
know’ Jﬂﬂﬂ could not st2nd = lon: war, the . Qhortmr the

'boLt““. If the firet attack wos cuccecﬂful atter occunation
 of Singanore nﬂ chill -pines, woulo nrongse some sort of

pe=ce =nd br1n: the wqr to an end. : =
Your idea is thet hacruse they hclﬁ thﬁt view thry didn't
Xﬁnt enthusiasn Huth un tou hW-h? |

'Xeﬂ '+h”* ie right

Whet ho anntﬂ wmt thise eurnrise, what havpoened after that?

To ‘The Utonl:, thHWP Jeeling ol e

I think thdt the Jﬁnqnﬂqa victorice werc rathor daz~ling.
“hoy‘qurﬂ“cfrﬂ thm.oxopct“+*on° of most. of the .neople,
even the Army snd Mevy. Poovle. in fhe .strecte were over-
Joyen at the succoes and they foreot sll other thineg,

and the prop~:and~ of the irmy and Havy wns th-t Jaoan

‘had libereted those placess =nd wanted to reconstruct this

grenter Trst Asia And establish the idea of states in
those districte. I think the neonle started to helieve it.

BEow lonz did that feeling loet? &
I Thinlk it lreted until the Boattlie of the Coral Ses
1942, ia the Tall,

What wre the feeling then? . S w8 B, n .

From uuﬂﬂ alcanal +h¢ qoonlc bezen to feel thot -we have to
do something about this wrr. TUvp to that time, of course
there were lots of restrictions to.daily.living, but

the neonle took thc wAar rather ensy. mftvr th=at they

began to fePl thﬂ‘ we hove to work, .even the neovnle in
offices Yegan to feel .that they have to go .to the factories

and hplp the mlilt“qy, they f=1t th~t they wanted to.

How long did that kind of fPPLln: éaqt? .

I think until theo fall of Saipan. Sut thc say, esnecially
my motbcr who is about 65 yerrs old and remembere the
huqq1an—Janqneqe war, she always told me that the feelings
of the veovle, the morale of the neonle is much lower in
this war then in any oravious. wer L think that.is true.
The Gov't refused to disclose. the real re=ason of the war,
egpecially from the point of view of the foreign-office.
They would not disclose the re=l reason to the pzonle.
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very strong Aarzument.

,I would be very interested to'hesr you t@ll mé of whﬂ+

you mesn =2s the reﬁl resson for the war, what the-foreign

-offlce qhoulﬂ have told the necople?

The details of the diplom=tic manioulations. Jhiat is the

most important thinz for the foreien office. The peovle

who were running the office were ~fraid of puting res-
oonsibility on certain veople in doing this. They didn't want
to ~ccept the responsibility. It might have hurt Prince ¥OVOYE.

Your idea is if they had made public 21ll the necotintions
that the war would have been accepted. more readily by

.the peovle.

I think so. The people did not know that Javan nronosed to
the United States that Japan was willin: to withdraw from
China. Then veople would realize that Japan went =2s far

As that, but the United Stoates e2id no. I think that is =

What do you thirk should have been disclosed besides the

Japenese offer to withdraw troons from Chinat

Prob-bly that, perheans the effort of the Japanese govern*
ment to maint~in peace, I think that the Japanese _
covernment should have told the veople that the Javanese
sovernment did ssy that

Tou e21d that the feelin e of the people were that they
wanted to hel»n with the war, th~st they should do somethin

“that this sttitude laeted uhtll Saipan, from then on wha t?
From then on the vpeonle lost condeence in the army in the

Government, in almost everything, and I think the re~nson
for that wes the distribution 6f food. Of course, the
food problem had come up from 1942 on, it h=as been very
serious to most of the meovle. The frctory workers-even
the office workers-who should be at the factory 5 davs

a week were cone 2 days or & days in A week just to buy
food 2nd zoing back to their country homes to get extra
food, or travellings to the next prefecture or some »nlace
where friends or relsatives were living, to =set food.

You think it was more immortant than the m*llt ry events,

after the f=211 of Saivan?

Of course the fall of Spiven =nd the bombing by 3-27¢ had

their efrect, but thot is why the neowle-cbuld not concen-
trate. thelr sftortes A

How e-= rly do you thlnk moqt people thoaght the war wae lost?
Well, ecan't say execctly, but common sense from the neovle
wa ¢ there mizht be s chance until the fall of Saivnan.

wWfter Saipan most veovle thouch there was none. The
Government out un very strong propagand~ that the hattle

of Saipan is final stev of this war and the Army and Yavy
are agilng thelr utmost to win thie battle. The result

was just the onposite. From Saivan the battle of the
Philippines and aleo Okinawa. In those cases the same king
of nropaganda, but resultes were the reverse. The morale

or belief in the minds of the people, their faith beecame
weaker and weaker.

What effects would you say the air raids had on moresle? Was
the morale, was there still considerable faith in the vosgi-
bility of wvictory until the raids came?

I don't think so. Before the raids came the peonle's mincds
were rather suspicious. During neriod of 6 months from.faipan
to the heginning of the raids some doubts and suspicions

were formulated in the minde of pneonle not only to final
victory, but to what the zovernment s2id ~nd did.
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They felt the government was not doine enough to solve their

prohleme?

Yee, thet is right. Yot only in military =ffaire, but in
matters of daily living. Peonle began to distrust the
covernment . o ' 4

In what resoect qutlcul”le wae that -felt?

For instance in daily living, food honda, etc. Especially
the fﬂrmers were reluct“nt to Tisten to what the government
cﬂld - kefused to sell rlce and other vroducts. Lhey were
aslzed to sell =g much ~e nosclble to win victory; but hoard-

ing hod started almdst @Verywheret
You mentioned war bonds. Was there difficulty in"that
.period. in sellinz war bonds? |

‘I should think so.

So far ag morale was concerned, you would feel that the

raids had very morked effect because morale wss so low?

I don't say they were not effectif~, dbut during that 6 months
.period, the sttitude of the peowvle haAd entirely chanced

and when the bomblnL started the veovnle were ready to m2ccepb
any kind of ooﬁrﬂaclon or ~tt2ck. Until Saipan, even if
attack h=d cone frqm the air, neonle had enough - power ~nd

,str¢ngth to  repulsée it, but during this 6 ronths period they

lost all confidence in the ‘6?frnﬁént‘ ‘When - thincas came from
the air they thoueht they were resten. I mersonally think
‘that 6 months was very important. There w2s no bombin:: from
the atr, bat still the ﬁftvr of fecte of Qﬂlnan and the counter
effect of Jﬂopnoqe *overnment nronmtanda.‘

Vhﬁn'ﬁd ydu”thihvfthﬁf'the neoolt felt the'rﬂiﬁé moTe a& A
national disaster, thoucht of 1t 1n ternq of the country =2nd

'wqr or,1n51V1duﬁl 4ﬂn~ﬂr?

& thlnk it w=e the latter. Untll the first bombinz come the
people in Tokyo =nd other cities were trained by nolice to

xflngulcb Tire in this way or_*hrt. When the =2ctusl hombing
came 1t fq1led to wor? bpcauae the %CPLF we s wuc% sreater.
than exoected The cecond repoon wq that the De nie were not
ready to fTicht the L ira, 'but meraly wére afraid. They didn't
want to Fiskt the fire. 'The worst coge ‘wag on the 8th of
Ngrc“, the first biz one.

You were in A rother special nositinn, oCcupyinz 2 nosition
of c0n31derlec 1mﬁortﬂncn 1n the csovernment. Looking at your-
self and the croun Aaround you, in thege eame terms, how did
thet zroup' feeanﬁe differ throuzh-out theé war from the

. ordinary Deoole?

I think most of thﬂ well 1nforred noonle Government officials

'esmeCLalLy thoqe 1n +he forelhn office who had a chance to

see And have the hroader V1ews those Dconle began to feel-
ae I told you vefore they wert the peovnle who zucgested the
enrly pesce bus when if did not come out ‘and ‘they realized
that the Japansse Army USRS eOlnn to Wﬂ*e qll or notnlnh
WA= bsﬁﬂn to feel 1+‘w9q 1ost‘
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'Haw?enrly did th=t grouprfeel that peace at‘&hy ?rice
-~ was the only way out?

I think they struggled, not politically, but in theilr
minds,- in 1942. It did not materisrlize, and at the end
that year, Guada; canal, from that time they began to
feel they h~d to seek for neace. I understand that the
present foreign minister, Mr. Yoshida, was one of the
vanesuard of that kind of thinking.

Did you yourself feel at the beginning, or at the out-

bre=k of the war, that it was posaible for a Japanese

- victory %o occur? :

I thoucht there might be a mossibility.

You would include yourself in the group who felt 1t
must be a short war?
Yee, that is what 1 felt.

One of the periods that I am most interested in is

that one which you. described as having begun As early

as Guadalcannal, the vmolitical efforts that were made

to achieve meace. They were much more effective from
April of this ye=ar until August. I wonder what you

can tell me about. the details of the kind of activity?

Of course thet did not come to the surface.. It w=as not
best to speak in nublic.on thet to-ic in those days.

Only = few vpeople, especially +the olfer ones, were t=lking
ahout the poesibility of peace. in those days. . Perhaps

Prince Xonoye and the vrecsent foreign minister Vr. Yo-
 shids and Mr. Kite, Lord Privy Seal, etc. - ‘hese people
‘were the center of that kind of view poind, not

politically, but having thousghts of seeking veace.

Just when and how did the transition from t=1lkzins Aabout

it in A zroup of informed lenders to A more effective or

-more direet voliticml action to nchieve the end havnnen?

I- can't tell that. I was not connected with it dipsstly,
but I sunnose it ceme sometime early this year. Esnecially
when Germany besan to show weakness ~nd hopelcssness .

then neonle in Japan beean to realize that Janan could

not carry on this war single hended. Th=t they must

find a way out.

That would seem to you as the nrincioal obsticle 1o
gecutine the peace? During this war?

The main obsticle must h=ave been the Army. The ¥avy had
lost lots of shings, anid knew their weskness, but the

Army had their forces almost interct, esnecially on the
continent in Chin» 2nd Manchuria. They were ho»ning th=t
Russia would not enter thie war. That wos their only

hove. Throuch that channel those peonle tried to

act for neace. Startines in Ruseis and ackineg for interviews
through them.

Did the Army =2gree to that?

well, finelly I uncerstand they did agree to ¥t. Biub iAn
spite of the Jananese Government's aporoach to the iussians,
they hesitated =nd did not show any sign of "yes" or "no

and some veople here honed they would get"no" from Russia and
would force the Japanese Army to acceot the peace terms; AsS
even the Army had no confidence to fight Russia.

You have trlked mbout the problemg which the Government

of that day wae not solving for éEE people, what would

you consider the most important nroblems of the vre-

sent Government? What s2re the ones that must be solved and
what must be donef?
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K. L;thinkﬁit;goesrwithaut saying; the proﬁlem of food.

iLgn o G381 el e i ® 0
K. If the food nroblem couid ©e solved, then I think =211
SA, e BURer sroblems would automatitdlly be solved. For instance
tI:gather;fromsnewgpnpers~and.fr@m%thP“Httitude of Allied forces
and Americ~n »ublic oninion that-the peonle on the streets
are not interested in wolitics .o They went food -2nd enough
food. For that single oroblem they are striving everyday.
For - that nuroose they =g.out toithe country .to set food Aand
buy some. That is why trains sre-‘so crowded. Unless you
zive them certain amount of food and 'let them have normal
or even sub-normal living, there would be 2 new political
J;movei-HIt;might-bGJCQmngﬂfném;the srofé&seionnl .pvoliticians
,nqw,,butgnatwfrom'nednle~0n:the etrects and iIn the country.

What other problems? T il

"
b W an & - .

o lE the food nroblem ie not solwved falrly .soon wh=2t do you
o -think wild be,bhe-pplitical'nonﬁequences?fﬁf-
F o ¥.. Trere -might be: some riots.: They mig¢ht. attemnt the ngenagl—~
. mation ‘of -the Prime Mintster .of the Minmistry of Azriculture
ey in the cabinet. -If that kind of riots or disturbances t=ke
. .+ . Place. in one distriet of Janan it might soread to other nlaces.
. = The result would be wery bad. - TR

in that regerd? | T i
K... 1 think the_northern,ﬁnrtrof.JananTHHonshu,Lﬂs the food eunply
ie lowest there. Harveet is very noor and they h=ave to ¢et
- sunplies of food:from other districts. But =2t the same
- time:that kind:of danger:is zreat in:big towns.

T_,_thtigregsvofrgapmn;would.Eouflist;ﬂ94hein§ most danzerous

iy ity What'moliticel-changes-do;you.eXpectuwill.occur in the next
,,oa Few monthst te ATV L e ol W
.X. . They s~y, I am net-quite sure, the present cmbinet will
1last -until the coming electlon., . They eay that is the only way
out beceuse hefore fthe electlion a chapge in the government is
just meaninzless, and even the chance of the government
will bring just another government of the same type. dJust
. mesningless. S0 the present- there are. 2 lot of big Vrood-
lems. The government is golng to fdérce. the tandlords to
glive, un:their estates.: In the cabinet, I understand there
. are two . 6f . .the members th=t sare oohosed to that, the linister
of -Foreizn Affajirs and the Minister of Home Affairs.
In yesterdey's-CQbinetjmeeting;'I understond th~t the nlan
‘was not anproved beeause of -the onposition of :those two
men.- The Minister of Agriculture is very much disannointed
~.and :might resizn.® If he resigns, then it might shake the
very foundations of the cabinet. wir ¥ T
What kind of “overnment would you hone to see come 1n
after the Diet Electione? £ g e 5 -
K. .Of courge it :2ll devends on whot kind of peonle come out
for the election.  As for as I know the eo-c~lled De-
‘mocratic Government would “Be rather difficult becruse =fter
the present election more th»n one half of the members of
the House of Lenresent-tives would be older members. That
ie what I am afraid of.- . 1f s0, the cabirnet members would
he elected from the heads of the older political parties.
It is the same old fellows. ‘

H

e A0 yoﬁpthink that that zroup is capable of solving some of
| these nroblems, such 23 foodT ' |
K. I am =2fr2id not.

T. Why?
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K. Because they are so much interested in and so closely
connected with the meovle who have something. At present
if Japan wents to survive we need A very drastic method.
I don't think they are cansble of it.

T. Tell me about some of your own personal experiences 1in the
bombings?

K. My house was not burned. There were only about 50 houses
left in our street. Nearly all were burned down. Some Bt
my friends and relatives were burned outb.

What part of the city do you live’in?

Western suburd of Tokyo. It was May 2Zre that our districy
wos B¥rned out. The B-29 was the main force that brought
Janan's Defeat. Excent for the B-29 there wag no power uo
approach the Japanese mainland. Becruse of the B~29 the
factories were forced to disperse to the country. We svent

5 1ot of energy and nower for that and still were not able
to do it.

~ =

T. You think that without the B-29 raids that the war would
have continued for some little timeT

¥. 1 chould think so, and most of the people would have been
willing to see the Americans land on the Jananese mainland.

T. It wouldn't have changed the end of the war necessarily,
but would heve postpored 1t7

K. Yes. During the lesst stages of the war you startéd in
brordcasting the names of the cities to be hombed, it was
very effsctive. Of course, the small vlanes from Iwo Jima,
the P-51's etc, did some harm but they were not very effective
and the peovle were not very much afr~id of them. 3ut
the night raids of the B-29 were something.

T. Had you ~ny exnerience at all with re=ids baged on the carriers?

K. They were concentrated on air fields 2nd factories 2and not
i ¢itigg.
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