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PREFACIL.

Tihis “ Crosur Mawuvarn’™ has a  twofold
peculiarity. It is addressed exclusively to
Females; because the®Author believes that
general appeals on the esubject of Sin and
Holiness are not well adapted to the con-
science of the sex, nor so faithful as they
seem. Its style, too, is occasionally peculiar ;
because he sthinks that Parapre and Avrve-
GoRY are legitimate weapous in ‘¢ the defence
'of the Gospel.”” e has, therefore, attempted
to give Oriental forms to old truths, whenever
he found it difficult to say, in ordinary lan-
guage, all that he wished to suggest to the
ter. ¢ mind. He huas also given that promi-
nence to ‘‘the beauty g¢f holiness,” which it
has ih Scripture, in common with the natuse
and necessity of holiness. This plan and
purPose will be adhered to in the, succeeding
volumes of Trie Lapy’s CLoser Lingary.

The Authbr’s appeal i€ to the Mothers and
Daughtersin British “ Ismel : 7 they must be
beth his patrons #nd judges, if this well-meant
experifnent succeed.
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THE MARYS;

OR,

THE BEAUTY OF FEMALE HOLINESS.

No. 1.
A MOTHER'S HINDERANCES DULY WEIGHED.

It is worthy of special observation, that, whilst
the earliest prophecies concerning the Church
of C.hrist on earth forete]l, chiefly, the numbers
of hi.s disciples, the later prophecies abound in
des®riptions of their spiritual ands moral cha®
racter. Titus, when Gol pointed Abraham to
the stars of heagen and :th; sands on the sea
“shore,” as emblems of the Saviour's offspring,
Yt was on]y their mnumeraﬂle ¢ multitude,”

and nat their beautv or nurltv. titt was ap-



2 A MOTHER'S HHINDERANCES

pealed to: but when God pointed David to the
“ dew-drops of the morning,” as an emblem of
the offspring of Clrist, he left their numbers to
be inferred, and confined the atlention of David
to ¢ the beauty " of their “ holiness.” Psalm cx.
The reason for tlis difference in the revelation
of the same fact is obvious; the day of Christ
had just been shown to David as a ‘“ day of
power,” which should make peoplc \villillg;'
to follow Christ, and as a period of gracious
and unchangeable priesthood, which should
encourage them to follow holiness ; ,.Mgh?reas
neither of these facts was fully disclosed to
Abraham, when he saw the day of Christ afar
off.  What was shown to him was, chicfly, the
certainty of that day, and not the' glory of it:
and therefore its results were given in num-
bers, not in characteristics.

This illustrt:tibn‘will Lépply ta the‘prop];ec:es

at large. 'Just in proportion as thep uaveil
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the glory and grace of the Saviour to the
Church, they exhibit or enforce the necessity
and beauty of holiness. The cleargr ﬂghts
they shed upon®the mediatorial way of accept-
ance with God, the stronger lights they pour
upon the ““narrow way which leadeth to ever-
lasting life.”

This is an interesting fact. It leads us to
look back ‘upon the first disciples of Christ,
who followed lim in this  regeneration of
life,” to notice how far they justified the pro-
phegjes,which thus ¢ went before,” concerning
the Deauty of their heliness. Did lis first
offspring, ¢ the dew of his youth,”, resem-
ble the dew of the morning M character
and spiritt  Was he at all glorified in his
syints then, as well as “agmired by them?”
Now, so,far as moral character is.one of the
essential Reautles of h.oline;zs,’l)i.s'ﬁrst disciples

. . L
wery, i general, eminently holy.  Whafeve
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they may have been before they left all and
followed Christ, afterwards they were empha-
ticalfy virtuous and upright.  For a long time,
indeed, their views of the person, work, and
kingdom of Christ were very worldly, and
even their spirit was ambitious as well as
rash ; but their general habits were both cir-
cumspect and devotional : even their enemies
“ took knowledge of them that they had been
with Jesus” to some good purpose, so far as
exemplary conduct was the effect of their in-
tercourse with him. .
Did you ever observe, whilst reviewing the
character of the Saviour’s early friends, that
‘his Semale followers soon acquired great beauty
of holiness under the influence of lits word and
example? There is, indeed, a complete halo
of loveliness around the character and spirit of
John, ¢ the aiséip‘e whom Jests loved ;" and

there is much sublimity about Peter, 1oty ith-
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standing all his faults; and the whole eleven,
compared with even fhe best of the Jews of
(that time, were emphatically ‘ holy rgen:”
but still, ¢ whatsoever things are [')ure, and
whatsoever things are lovely,” abound most
among the women of dudea and Galilee, who
followed him. There *is an exquisite and
touching beauty about the holiness of the
Marys of Bethlehem and Bethany especially,
which eclipses even the excellence of the
“ holy women of old.” We almost forget
Abraham’s Sarah in the presence of Joseph’s
Ma.ry, and lose sight of Jacob’s Rachel whilst
Mary of Bethany is before us. OF them -we
mast say, and even the world will res.pond the
exclamatign, “ Many daughters have done vir-
tuousl'y," but ye have %¢ excellcd them all.”

lee'them of « the fruit " of their own hahds,
anll their “ works will priises th!Bm i the

gates.”
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It was not without special design, that the
Holy Spirit transmitted to posterity so much
of the history and character of these distin-
guished ‘women : he evidently intended them
to be models of female holiness to their sex.
Hence he inspired both Elizabeth and the an-
gel Gabriel to “ marL™ Mary of Bethlehem as
‘¢ highly favoured and blessed among women,”
and taught the evangelists to depict. her pecu-
liar excellences: and not less care did he take
to embody the character and embalm the me-
mory of Mary of Bethany. No angel, indeced,
pronounced her eulogy, but, what was far bet-
ter, ¢ Jesus loved Ma;y,” and predicted ‘that
ker love to him should be ¢ told as a memotial
of her” wheresoever the ¢ Gospel,should be
preached throughout the whole world.”

"Ihese are not accidents, n;r mere incidents
in the sacred hjstory : Mary of Beéhlehém,
like the star of* ethlehemn, is evidently placed
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.in the firmament of the Church, as a leading
star, to guide wise »;omen, as well as wise
men, to Christ, and to teach both how to pon-
der his sayings, and revere his auth:)rity, and
cleave to his cross. In like manner, Mary of
Bethany, like her owr ‘“ alabaster box of pre-
cious ointment,” is so filly disclosed- in all her
principles, and so fully poured out in all her
spirit befgre us by the sacred writers, that
there can be no doubt but her lovely cha-
racter was intended to be ‘‘ as ointment poured
forth,” inspiring, as well as pleasing. Like
the « good part, which shall never be taken
from her,” the beauty :)f her holiness can never
b® uninfluential on either sex, v.vhi]st. it is the
duty of lwoth “to siteat the fedt of Jesus,”
hearing his word ; and’that will be equally
duty*and delight in heaven, as well as on earth,

« WRile brea.th or bglng las!,
Or 1mmortahty endures.’
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For who, that knows any thing of vital and
experimental religion, has not said, in cffect,
both ewhen remembering past attainments,
and wher; anticipating future pregress and en-
joyment,
¢ O that I might for'ever sit,
Like Mary, at tife Master’s feet 2’

Thus the eye of a Christian, of either sex,
and of whatever sphere in life or godliness, re-
poses upon Mary of Bethany, whenever it
searches for an example of child-like docility,
or of angel-like meekness, in learning of
Christ.  The spirit of a Christian takes }zer
poéition at the feet of Christ, and tries to h.ang
upon his lips with her zeal and zest, whenever
it is hungering and thirdting after rigkteousness.
The soul feels mstmctlvely that this is the only
way to « be filled ” or refreshed by his presence.
Accordm‘rly, we lxave never found much en_)oy-

ment or profit, except when we have reajly sat
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ot < the feet” of Chri.st, hearing his word for
ourselves. Neither in the sanctuarv, nor in
sthe closet, have we become holier or,happier,
when we did 1ot try to place ourselves in the
position and spirit of Mary.,

It will be seen at onée, from this application
of the example of Mar;r, that I regard both
her place at the feet of Jesus, and her conduct
in anointing his feet with ¢ spikenard,” as only
illustrations of her habitual spirit and general
character. Nothing is farther from my inten-
tion; because nothing could be more foreign to
her real character, than to represent her as
merely a meek, contemplative, and ,retiri;;g
Chnistian.  She was, indeed, all this. but she
was much thore : she was as prompt as Martha
ip going out of ghe house to meet Jesus when
he sent for her, and in serving him iy the house
when seryice was really wanted! It was not

wantedowhen Martha said so. If she had stood
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in real need of assistance from Mary, the Sa
viour would not have continued, nor even be-
gun to preach, in the house of Lazarus then :
much less would he have commended Mary
for sitting still, if she had beeun neglecting do-
mestic duties. The character of Mary should,
therefore, be judged, not by this instance of
contrast with Martha’s, but by the conduct
of Jesus. Now, He certainly would not have
thrown his immortal shield so promptly and
fully over it, if sloth or selfishness, the love
of ease, or the dislike of houschold duties,
had been part of her character. From all we
know o the Saviour, we may be quite sure
that he would have reproved her himself, had
she been either idle o\r‘negligent.

They are but very superficiul observers, who
seize upon the coptrast of the moment,b(;tween
these sisters,!q make jout, tifat Mary ‘w:\‘s

[
chiefly an amiable Nun-like being, who was.
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fgnder of contemplative piety than of practical
duty. This is a very common opinion; but
sit is utterly at variance with fact, however® ap-
pearances mays seem to justify it. Even ap-
pearances are against it ; for nothing is so pro-
minent upon the surface of the case, as the
Saviour’s approbation of Mary’s character.
They are, therefore, at issue with both His
judgment and testimony, who insinuate the
» charge or suspicion of undomestic habits against
this holy woman.  There is nothing to warrant
such an imputation.  She sat at the feet of
Jesuf upon this occasion, becanse Jesus thought
proper to open his lip's as a minister, when ile
visited her house as a guest.  Besides, His
visits to Bethany were the real sabbaths of the
fa.mi]y., Only then, had ?bey the opportullity
of hea.rin.g the glorious Gospel in all the fulness
ob its hlessing + and as the_op‘})ortuni'ty did not

_occur aften, it could not be too fully imnroved
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whilst it lasted. Thus, there is no more rea-
son to think Mary inactive or undomestic, be-
cause she sat whilst Martha served with un-
necessary bustle, than to suspect that those
women, who sanctify the Sabbath most in the
house of God, are least attentive to the affairs
of their own houses. There is, perhaps, no
better test of good domestic management all
the week at home, than regularity and punctu-
ality of attendance on public worship on the.
Sabbath. Those who are soonest and oftenest
at the feet of Jesus on his own day, are cer-
tainly not idle or irregular on other days It
xs because they are active, and act on system
through theweek, that they can make so much
of their Sabbaths.

J thus bring out the real cbaracter of, Mary,
that the beauty of holiness may not be sup-
posed to consxst in qither mere muralsor musmy

There may be much morality, where dhere is
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no holiness; and there may be much holiness,
where there are no ']iterary tastes or habits,
neither fondness for public hearing, nor the
“gLove of lonely musing,”

is any real proof, by itself, of a new heart, or
of a right spirit, befdre God. Great readers
(as they are called) are’ not often the deepest
nor the most serious thinkers, even when their
reading is of the best kind; and the con-
templative recluse, who lives only to think, or
who reckons every thing but mental pleasure
insipid, is actually indulging *¢ the lusts of the
mil:d," instead of growing in grace or holiness.
It r;)ay sound well, %o say of a sweet énthu-
sidst, whose element is solitude, and whose
luxury is emotion, * that she is & being who
belongs to another world; her tastes are all so
uneafthly, and her sympathies so, exalted:”
But thi; is ng compliment!. Indeéd, it is a

ixeavy reflection upon both her heart and con-
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science. A heart that fellt aright, ora Consciencg
purified by the blood of atonement, would try
to do good by action, as well as to get good by
contempiation. No one belongg less to ano-
ther world (if, by that, heaven is meant) than
the being who has ncither heart nor hand to
be a blessing in this world. Her tastes may
be unearthly ; but heavenly, they certainly
are not. They are not angel-like : for, are not
all the angels *“ ministering spirits, sent forth
to minister to the heirs of salvation?” They
are not saint-like: for all the spirits of the
just in heaven take a lively interest in the
progress of the kingdo\m' of Christ on earth.
And thc'y arg any thing but God-like : for Fa-
ther, Son, @ud Holy Spirit, live and move, as
if they had both their bliss and being in the
weltare of this world.

How ever did |t come to be supposed -n
the land of Pibiks, that there was either intel:

.

lectual wreatness” or moral loveliness, around
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any pensive or sweet recluse, who lives only in
and for the ideal world of her own thoughts ;
whilst the Heathen and Mohammedan wesld is
perishing for 13ck of knowledge, and the actual
world at her door, sinning and suffering un-
pitied by her?

Those who have no faste for retirement or
reading will, but too readily, join in this pro-
test againsd sentimental seclusion.  Those only
who have but little time for direct mental im-
provement, will make a right use of the protest,
or even repeat it in a good spirit. They will
be g.;lad to hear it. N(gt, however, because it
com.iemns others, but’because it relieve§ them-
scfves from self-condemnation, by proving tS
them, frome both the lettdr and spitt of Scrip-
ture, that musin[‘ piety is not the only nor the
best ‘piety. Many who "have no .inc]inat'ion
ty'cum;)er thgmselves needléssly with many

.

things, like Martha, are yet encidubered with
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so many things which distract their attention,
and absorb their time, that they hastily con-
clude, or strongly suspect, that they have no
real pi(a£y, because they are so unlike the
Mary of their own imagination, and of popular
opinion. They thus set themselves down as
Marthas, (her real character, too, is equally mis-
taken,) who have not ¢ chosen the good part,”
nor acquired the ‘“one thing needful.” But
this is as unnecessary as it is unwise. Wherever
real duty fills the hands, or inevitable care the
heart, then there is as much holiness, and
as much of the real beauty of it too, in déing
or suﬂ'e):ing the will of Gud well, as in acts of
prolonged devotion, or in efforts of heaveniy-
mindedness.

This subject is much mis.llnderstooq. In-
degd, many are afraid to speak out, or even to
think freely, \on.th.e subject. They,a.re qt'li*.f:

dissatisfied vith themselves, because they can
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gommand so little time for devotional reading
and meditation ; and yet they do not see how
, they can command more at present. SThey
sec clearly, and feel deeply, that their minds
want improvement; that the great salvation
deserves more thought than they give to it;
that they have not that “communion with God
which s so desirable, nor that witness of the
Spirit which they deem so important; and
Lience they stand in doubt whether they have
any real piety at all.

Now there is some danger, as well as diffi-
cul:y, in meeting this case; because more want
to get risl of such ddubts, than those who are
so*placed and pledged in life, that they have
but little espare time. * The slotltul and the
worldly-minded are upon the watch, to lay
hold of any thing that would lessen their self-
gphidemnationg or tend to reconcile their habits
with their hopes. The allowanced to be made

c3
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for the real want of time, they stand ready to
snatch at, as excuses for not redeeming time,
or for not improving it. The forbearance, and
Ieniency,‘ and sympathy of Gad towards his

poor and afflicted children, are greedily seized

and appropriated by slgthful servants, and by

heedless and heartless professors. For they,

too, want to be happy in their own mind, how-

ever little they care about holiness.. They go

to the sanctuary to be comforted, as well as the

tried and harassed Christian.

Hence arises danger, as well as difficulty, in
meeting, publicly and fully, the case of those
who cannot redeem much‘time, nor alway§ do
the goc;d they really wish: the concessidns
made on their behalf; may be perverted by
those who dislike dévotional retirement. into
an excuse for so multiplying their wor]dly en-
gagements; as to leave no time for readmg (\t
medltatlon, edd 'but lltt]e for prayer nsclf

Still, nelther the ‘sheep nor the lambs‘of the
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Good Shepherd’s flock, (who love and long for
those green pastures and still waters, without
Jbeing able to visit them often or continu® at
them long,) shauld be left to put the worst in-
terpretation upon their own weakness, however
wandering sheep may *abuse the Shepherd’s
condescension. He will count as his sheep,
and even carry in his bosom, those, who, al-
though theyp cannot be so often at his feet as
they wish, do not try to keep away, nor to get
away, from his feet. He will distinguish be-
tween those who cannot sit down to hear his
voicct frequently, because of pressing domestic
dutie;, and those whé seldom do so, because
they prefer to ‘“ Lear the voice ofe strangers.”'
John x. 5.

The real question, therefore, in the case of
those who have but llttle lexsure, xs,—-What
et ;rosses your ime ? Now, if dutties which it

would be sinful to omit, fill your hands and
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your heart all the day long, and even leave
you fatigued at night, it will not be laid to
you> charge, as sin, that you were not much
alone with God. You ought not to be much
alone, when either a sick-bed or the care of
the family requires your presence.  Then, ¢ the
beauty of holiness” lies in watching and work-
ing in a devotional spirit, and not in frequent
nor in prolonged visits to the closet. That
mother is not unboly, nor inconsistent, who
has hardly a moment to herself, from morning
till night, owing to the number of her children,
or the sickness of her babe. That daughter 1s
not unholy, nor unlike Mary of Bethany, who
shares her mother’s toils and trials, or soothes
the loneliiess of an aged and iwfirm father.
That wife is not unholy, nor unlike Mary, who,
in order to make her hushand’s slender income
sweeten his home and sustain lis credit, works

hard all the"day. Al these things are, indeed,
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dgne by many who care nothing about holiness,
and who would not retire to meditate or pray,
gven if their time were not thus absorbed‘ ; and,
therefore, the mere doing of these things, apart
from its spirit and motives, proves nothing de-
cisive as to the state of the heart before God.
Still, it is equally true, on’ the other hand, that
neither the time nor the care expended on
these duties«disproves the existence of holiness.
Jhere is indeed no true holiness, where there
is no secret devotion; but there may be much
of the former, when there is but little time for
the latter: yea, the highest beauty of holiness
often .invests and enshrines the character, whilst
the heart of a Christian must depend more upon
frequent glamces at the throne of grace, than
upon foymal approaches t:) it. Then, to go
through arduous domestic dutv, in a meek and
qu st spmt whigh breathes prayex‘ even when

lgusxest,_or to watch and minister in the sick
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chamber, mingling prayer with tenderness and
patience, and thus ¢ (ioing service as unto the
L(J’.'d,"' or for his sake, is as decisive of piety,
and even “ adorns the doctrines” of Clirist as
much, as any act of devotion, however spiritual,
or any enterprise of ztal, however splendid.
There is, perhaps, no practical lesson of
godliness so ill understood, as this one. The
general sentiment of it is, of course, obvious to
any Chlristian, and the theory of it quite fami-
liar; but, how few enter so fully into the
spirit of the maxim, as to kcep their piety from
:
declining, or their peace of mind from evapo-
rating, when they have ‘much to do or to cn-
" dure in their family! Then, it is no unéom-
mon thing for a Pious wife, ow a widowed
mother, to comp]ail'l that dgmestic cares have
b;'oughtz.x cloud upbn all her hopes ahd evi-
dences of gracé, and such deagness a‘md dark-

. ) \
ness upon 1er soul, that she seems to herself no
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logger the same being she was, but like an
apostate from faith and godliness. Thus, she
thinks that she has lost her piety, whils{ dotng
her duty to her family!

And she certainly has lost some of her piety,
although not in the senst she means, nor yet
to the degree she suspects. She has lost that
holy freedom at the throne of grace, which
once made her closet the house of God and the
gate of heaven; she has lost that power of ap-
propriating the great and precious promises,
which once made her Bible so dear; she has
lost that control over her own thoughts and
feeling:;, by which she &ould once concentrate
them” upon the things which are wnseen and
eternal, whemever she reall} tried to pass within
the veil qf the invis.ible worlc.l; and, above all,
she has%ost sight of her ow‘n warrant and wel-
coxge' to trust i Christ, which once set and

kept every thing right. Now, these are serious
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losses, and may well be sadly bewai‘led,
and even somewhat feared as to their conse-
quences; for it is not so easy to repair these
spiritu.a] injuries, as it is tocbring them on.
They might all have been kept off, however,
if she had studied beforehand the secret of
blending the spirit of prayer with the efforts
of maternal devotedness, and the art of turn-
ing the duties of life into acts of godliness;
but having, like many, grown up under the
idea, that nothing was really a part of her piety
but what was a positive act of religion, and
thus being in the babit of estimating her piety
more by her delight in-divine things, than by
her (;onscic;ntious discharge of ordinary duties,
she is, of* course, sadly thrown oyt and discon-
certed, whenever tne pressure of ordinary du-
ties lessens the sense or lowers the spiric of her
religious ohservances; whereas, had she-fslly

. A
gone intos the question of personal holiness
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gt her outset in the divine life, she would have
soon discovered that it.is the very beauty of ho-
liness to do that best which is most wanted at
the moment ; éor even the cradle may be made
an altar, and the nursery a little sanctuary, and
household duties almobt sacramental engage-
ments ! But if these thiings are looked upon
as the mere routine of life, or as unfavourable
to godliness ; and if only the time which can be
spared from them is considered improved time
for eternity, then, of course, there must be a
sad sense of declension in piety whenever more
timé than usual is den:anded by them. But
wlny‘not consider that unusual portion of time
wifich is required in seasons of dgmestic care?
as improvegl for eternity, as well 8s the time
spent in devotion? Why not do every thing
as service unto God, as well as the things you
cadt service done to him? fSu'rely, if "all Chris-
tians may eat and drink so a3 to glorify God,
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Christian mothers may watch and work for
their family to the prz\.ise of the glory of his
grace.

I am not inclined to resolve so many things
into satanic influence as some are: there are
many of our faults and failings but too easily
accounted for by the treachery of our own
hearts and the want of constderation: still, I
cannot help suspecting that Satan. has not a
little, yea, much, to do with creating and keep-
ing up the popular notion, that nothing Is spi-
ritual religion but spiritual exercises and emo-
tions. Not, indeed, tl'lat he is any friend to
spirituality of heart or hubit : there is notlhing
‘ne hates so iuch, or tries more to hinder. He
can, howevr, transforin himself into an angel
of light, and thus seem to p]e.ad for highly spi-
ritoal religion, and for extraordinary devotion,
whilst, in* fact, he is endeavouring to prevent

all religion aud devotion too.
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It is not sin alone, nor worldly pleasures
only, that Satan throws' false colours over: he
can exaggerate the claims of holiness, as el
as soften the aspect of sin and folly. He often
labours to make out the necessity of too much
religion, as well as to prove the sufficiency ot
too little : T mean, that just as he -tries to
persuade some that the ceremonial forms
of religion, are quite enough, or as much

, as can be expected in our busy world and im-
perfect state, so he labours to persuade others
that nothing amounts to saving piety but a
heart all love, a spirit al.l heavenly, and a cha-
racter perfectly holyr In like manner, he
adipts his wiles to those who see.throu;h the
fallacy of such extremes; puttingeit to them-
selves to say, whcthcr théy might not as well
do nmhmg at all in religion, as do so litfle ;
w"ether it woulds not be Icss .damrerous to

make no profession of godlifless; than to have



28 A MOTHER'S HINDERANCES

only a spark of its power; or, at least, whe-
ther it would not be bttter to give up prayer
entirely, until they can secure more time and
composure, than to continue it in the very im-
perfect way they are now compelled to do ?
This is an appeal to the conscience of a
harassed mother, which she little suspects to
come from the lips of Satan; and yet he is as
busy in ¢ taking advantage over” her, whilst
thus trying to make her give up what she
attempts in religion, as when he beguiled Eve
to aim at being god-like in another sense than
she was so. At this point, therefore, it is" pe-
culiarly necessary to ‘act on the injunciion,
& Resist th? devil.” That cannot be doae
effectually, kowever, by any process which does
not turn the duties of life mto acts of godli-
nest. He will not “ flee from you,” whilst
you merely analyze and scrutinize his wies

. ‘. ‘ ¢ N
and devices ;- he' will try new fiery darts as



DULY WEIGHED. 29

fast as you defeat the old, by mere arguments ;
he will stand at your right hand, resisting you,
vhilst you only resist him by detecting Ljim.
‘When did he Jeave the Saviour ? Not until
he saw that nothing could divert him from the
““work the Father gave dim to do.” Sutan tried
first to set him against that work, by the po-
verty it involved ; then to set him upon a new
process of doing it; and then, to engage him
in other work, altogether different; but all in
vain, Satan found nothing in the Saviour
aversce to the will of God, notwithstanding all
the 1abour, privation, and suffering which the
great work of redem.pti.on involved. ¢ Then
theedevil left him, and angels ministered untos
him.” Ang by no othsr processe than that
of adhering to the work CGod has given us to
d8, can we resist the devit so as to make I%m
flegsfrom us

"1 do not forget (I hever more remembered

p 3
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or admired than at this moment) that Christ
resisted temptation by 'opposing to it the ex
press word of God. It was, however, not the
quotations of Scripture, but the practical pur-
pose for which they were quoted, that discom-
fited the tempter. The Saviour drew upon the
word of God, that hie might not draw back
from the work of God; he wielded weapons
from the armoury of heaven, that he might go
steadfastly through whatever the Father had
given him to do or to endure on earth.

I know well that there is no parallel be-
tween our work and the work of Christ;' but
still, our sphere, and its duties and hardships,
care the appointment of God, as well as Christ’s
were s0. It is not by.accident that one mother
has much to do, arrd another much to suffer,
and a third much ‘both to do and énduré:
these heavy crusses are as really ‘neavegly

)
appointments as the ‘cross of Christ was
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although not for the same purpose. Accord-
ingly, in some things We recognise, and even
act on this principle, in express imitation, of
the Saviour’s egample. When the cu}; of be-
reavement or affliction is put into our hands,
we try to say, like hime ¢ The cup which my
Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?
Not my will, but thine be done.” Thus we
really attergppt to turn what we suffer much
from, into an occasion of serving God well, and
for submitting to him meekly. We regard this
as true godliness, and try to make it holy sub-
misston.

N3w, why not viewsevery duty of life in the
sate light, and both go to it, and t!mrough‘it‘,—.as’
service requjred by God, and acceptable to God ?
Pexhdps you ﬁnd it difficdlt to conceive how
solne of your domestlc duties cou]d be in-
vested with any, thing like a s‘pm.tuab or holy

character © you may” almost be iuclined to
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smile at first, at the idea of giving 'them‘a
relizious aspect; and as to throwing the beauty
of koliness around all the details of life, it may
scem to you a profanation of divine things
even to think of such a mixture. Be not
frightened or prejudiced, however, by words or
fancies. God himself does many things similar
to those you have to do: if you clothe your
children, He clothes the earth Wit]'l grass and
flowers ; if you feed your children, He feeds
the young ravens when they cry : if you watch
night and day, occasionally, over the couch of
a sick child, afraid to stir from its side, or'wake
your eye off it for a xilomont, Ile never 8lum-
bers nor sleeps in watching over his suffewng
children : God evenu ¢ sits, as a pefiner,” by
the furnace of his* b":ckslxdmg Lh]ldren If
you try to manage well, and to make tLe best
of wlmtever hapbens, for the sake of those who
)

love you and louk up fo you, He also makes



DULY WEIGHED. 31

«all things work together for good to them

that love him.” Thus God counts nothing
beneath him, nor derogatory to his charaeter,
which is really, required by any of his crea:
tures, or needful in any part of his creation.

He doeth all things, litde and great, ordinary
and extraordinary, in the’same god-like man-
ner; acting always in character, whether he
sustain a sparrow or create a world. He doeth
.all things in heaven and earth, indeed, without
quitting his throne, or being disquieted by the
multiplicity and weight of his engagements ;
but still, God occupies himself with our mean
affairs, as willingly amd fully as with the af-
fair® of angels or the interests of t)ie universe.
Nothing ing his glorious® holiuess %olds him
back frgm doing ordinary hings well, because
they ate Dbut ordinary things: he acts like

himeelf, whethey displaying the tendéruess of

a Parent or the majesty of o Judge, and carries
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out his great principles into all his opera-
tions.

It, then, He be not less holy, nor less beau-
tiful in holiness, whilst attending to the mi-
nutest claims of his universal family, why may
not “ holiness unto the® Lord be written” upon
all the detalils of your' family duty ?

I am not pleading for what is called “ mix-
ing up religion with every thing,” if by that is
meant talking about religion whilst transacting
the business of life, or giving a religious turn
to cvery conversation.  This is neither neces-
sary nor wisc, as it is usually condueted by
those who try it most :* indeed, they are thus
often guilty,of «* casting pearls before swilie,
and more ‘iikely to treate prejudices against
relmon than to commend it. Lven their own
pxety is in danger of being suspected of Sinister
design or of sanchmomoue pretence, by “lris

forced intermixture of' sacred and common
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thiggs. So far, therefore, as speaking perpe-
tually about religion, or about every thing m
rgligious phrases, is concerned, I ha‘ve no
sympathy with the habit, and sce nowe of the
beauty of holiness in it. I have, however,
quite as little respect fo® both the vulgar and
the sentimental proverb--¢* Business in its
place, and religion m its own place.” That
really meanse in the lips of those who use it
wost,  they are distinct things, therefore keep
them separate ;” a maxim equally treasonable
and untrue ! They are, indeed, made distinct
ﬂnn;__;'s:; but who made tl.lem so?” Not God:
he join.ls with the injwiction, ¢ not slothful in
busiiess,” the commandment, ¢ Be, fervent in
spitit, serving the Lord.”+ He saysy « What-
soever ye do, do a]'l to the glory of God.” It
souhds sill, and looks ill, therefore, when men,
A)rafcssing.to be Christians, s.ay'that tlrey give

. . . - .
‘hemselves to business and religion in turn,
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and never try both at once. Such men do not
understand the spirit of true religion, whatever
acepts they may be in business.

I say this, however, far mowe in pity than in
blame ; for, as many godly women have grown
up in the habit of going through their domes-
tic duties, without ever imagining that there is
any godliness in performing them well, so,
many men, who have the root of the matter in
them, have grown up in the habit of regarding
their public duties in trade as no part of their
religion. They, too, count nothing piety but
what is done in the ?losct of devotion, and In
the house of God, except what they may occa-
sionally dq in visiting the afflicted, or if re-
lieving the poor; and thus both gexes confirm
each other in the ;')ernicious. opinion, that ordi-
r;z\ry duty is no proof of vital godliness.

This 'is a p'err}icious opinign, howeverswell

. 1]
meant by some' who hold it. Wherever, in-
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decd, there is no devotion, nor any relish for
divine things, or, when.the soul and salvation
are neglected through the attention giver® to
worldly things} no diligence nor honour in
business is religion in any sense. The in-
dustry of the bee, or the cconomy of the ant,
might as well be called ].)iety. It 1s, Lowever,
equally true, on the other hand, thut idlencss
and dishonesty disprove all pretensions to god-
vliness : there must, therefore, be something in
the very nature of the ordinary duties of life
not unfavourable to vital godliness, seeing the
mnsgientirms discharge of them is thus essen-
tial to the proof of its sincerity.  Why then,
N .
sh:nhl a pious man allow himself to think
that he is ®nly serving the world during the
hours and hustle of husinc';s? Why should.he
ever speak or dream of Ienvin.g his wveligion at
Fome when e *goes ont invo the' world ?  He

L]
does not leave behind him his conscience, nor
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Lis sense of accountability, nor his regard to
truth, nor his respect for his good name, nor
his“holv fear of disgracing his prolession :
these follow him, like his shadew, into all the
walks of public life.  Not all the anxicties nor
distractions of his busifiess can make him lose
sight of his great moral principles 3 and yet
he says that he “left his religion at home.”
He means, of course, his penitence, lis spi-
rituality of mind, and his devotion ; these we
what he drops when he quits his closet and the
family altar; and certainly these are things
which cannot be much combined with worldly
affairs. 1 will even readily grant that it would
not argue mech good sense, to attach much im-
portance to' the hasty glances or he passing
thoughts of divine things, which may take place
in the course of the d-ay; these should not ran¥
very high' in Jhe seale of evidences by which a

Christian tests the reality of his conversion, or
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the safety of his state for eternity.  Yea, I will
go further, and allow that if he cannot prove
s fuith without the scanty items of spch ‘evi-
denee, lie canttot prove it with them : they are
too few and fechble to lay much stress upon
them.

These concessions do not, however, militate
against my argument : it is just because they
prove so lfitle, that I advocate the necessity
and propricty of guing to business, day after
day, in a spirit which will make it all one em-
bodied proof of true holiness.  Now, it would

L]
be 50, Ly going to it and through it, as a peni-
tent before God, as @ debtor before Christ ay

@

a dependant before the Holy Spint. A Chris-
tian man ¥ all this; and by a litfle pains he
»
m.ight «carry the gonsciousness of all this as re-
'gnlarry i‘nto the world as he carries his honesty
>
or his integrity? Tle need wo more Tose sight

-
of what the hope of eternal hife leads him to be
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and do, than of what his credit and subsigt-
ence require of Lim. It is just as possible to
act as a redeemed man, as to act as an honest
man., And here would be the advantage of
acting in this spirit—instead of coming home
from business with all its deadening and dis-
tracting influence aggravated by the suspicion
of having been serving the world only, he
would have the consciousness that Ire had been
““ doing service as unto God, and not as unto
man;” and thus the conviction that neither
the time nor the thought he had given to his
public duties, had lessened his hold upon"the
diyipe. favour, or drawn any judicial veil be-
tween him and the divine presence. \’thrc.us
the Christian, who really leaves tI\ spirit of
religion at home, because he .deems it aseless

\ *
or impossible to mind any thing but })uéincss

N . .,
during the hours of (business, cannot so easily
.

resume that spirit after the tear and wear of
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the day. He fecls as it all he had been doing
was somewhat sinful fo itself, because it Is
50 dendening"and carnalizing in its influcgce.
The consequengce is, he is often afraid to go
alone with God, after having Dbeing long and
much absorbed in the world.

These remarks, although a digression in one
sense, are not at all so in another. They will
account in_some measure for the false view
vou have taken of domestic duties. You have
s0 often heard a pious father, husband, or bro-
ther, complain of the unhinging and deadening
cflelt of the cares of business on their minds,

.
andhave so often folt that family duties and
citves had precisely the same effect on youi
own mindgthat you, like them, ase too much
in the.hubit of considering the duties of life as
drawbacks or hinderances$ to godliness, 1 am,
therefore, very anxious to lead.yo.v. into the
scriptural’ views of this sulsject, not only on

B 3
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your own account, but for the sake of th(ise
whose spiritual welfaré is dear to you; for,
without saying a word in the way of counsel,
or even of explanation, you may so illustrate
the great truth that ““all things may be done
to the glory of God,” as to convince your
father, your husband, or your brother, that
business may be made the handmaid of religion
in the world, as well as at home.

Are you a mother? How holiness might
beam and breathe in all your maternal dutics
and cares! Nay, do not smile in scorn nor in
pity at this fond wish! 1 no more forget than
you do, that there is*noise, nonsense, vexa-
-:10—;;: almost ﬁlrudgery at times, in the nursery;
your paticn=e, as well as your strength, is
often tried by your uhildren;hyou occas‘ionally
fina it no easy matter to keep your temper,
or even ﬁ) keep up your sp_irits, 'amongst

them.  Were they not your own clhildren, you
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feel as if you never could go through what
you have to do and enidure. Now, I do not
wonder at this; my 'only wonder s, I.ww wio-
thers can work and watch, nourish and che-
rish, as they do! There must be a magnetic
charm, which fathers de not feel, in the sweet
thought—¢ They are my vwn children,”  We,
too, love them sinccrely and strongly, as you
well know;, but, somehow, we could neither
do for them nor bear with them, in your spi-
rit, nor with your perseverance. A slecpless
night or two quite exhausts our patience : the
reflettion, «“They are my own children,” does
not aectrify us as it does you, except when
théir life is in imminent danger., Well, just
carry out this electric thought ine your own
m:ntemgl spirit, ".\nd obstrve how you feel
whilsts you say, in referénce to their sm:ls,
“ My .0\:'1\ children ! They. wWill .be wmine for

L]
ever, hoth here and hereaftér. Nothing can



dissolve all my connexion with them, W
may be widely separated on carth; we shall
be divided by death, and. it Is not yet certain
that we‘ shall be all reunited in heaven: but
wherever they are, in time or eternity, they
will be my family. T.can never forget them.
Until death, T shall instinctively look aiter
them, wherever their lot may be cast: at the
judgment-scat 1 shall look for them, whether
they stand on the right hand or on the left:
through eternity I shall remember them,

wherever I myself am, or whatever I may be.”

Neither heaven nor hell can obliterate partntal

recollections; fathers and mothers will feel

themselves to be fathers and mothers
1]
“ Whilst immortality endures,”’

“‘These are solemn considerations. Da nbt,
liowevery shrink*from them ; they nm‘y become
4

. .
cqually sweet atd sublime.  Even already,



DULY w&:’m ED.

thgy have thrown your spirit 1 upon your
maternal respousibilities, and far out amongst
your parental prospects in both worlds.  Tuat
glance of solidtude you darted through the
assembled universe, in search of your children,
when you realized the *judgment-seat, proves
that you are not ** without natural affection,”
nor destitute of spiritunl sympathy. And that
breathless pause you made, whilst supposing
syourself’ looking all around heaven for them,
reveals to you how dear their eternal safety is
fo your heart, and how much their presence
\voujl:l' heighten your happiness, even in the
presence of God and’the Lamb., What fine
'pre‘;)aration these glimpses of thesgreat white
throne of jedgment, and "of the glorious high
throne of heaven, are lor matunal prayer at
“the throne of grace!” Wlhilst the former
tlirones are loc¢ked .1:, the, l::tte‘r cannot be

overlooked. You feel tln'oug.h all vour soul.
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that any mother, if allowed, would pray | for
her children at the former thrones, 1f prayer
could avail there: and will you neglect to
pray for your children at that throne, where
alone it is allowed or usctul? If you do neg-
lect this duty, it is ndt likely that God would
gratify you with either the company, or a
sight, of your children in heaven, even if both
they and you should be m heaven. Bat a
prayerless mother in heaven—is an anomaly..
Her children are more likely to miss Aer there,
than she is to miss them; or, both to meet in
hell !

Neither, however, need miss the other in
neaven. Beth may meet in one mansion‘ of
glory, if both mingle their prayers at the
thione of grace.  Heaven is vot so inaozessible

¢
or uncertain to families, as familics,. as some
seem to fear! {Va must not ‘_judgt‘a f'rom.u}}-

t
pearances in this matter.  Heaven, as it is re-
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vegled in the Bible, is a family-house, where
“it may be well with L'.S. and our chlildren for
gver.” God has said so.  We must not, thele-
fore, regulate oitr opinion of His good will to-
wards the familics of those that fear him, by
the way in which some *of their children turn
out.  The real question is,.—Did those parents
tuke God’s plan, in both its Jetter and spirit,
for training ap their children 2 That all godly
sparents have done something, yea much, for
their families, compared with what the un-
godly do, there can be no doubt. But how
few c.\.'cn helieve—that there is a positive cer-
tainty of success, pled.ged by God, to all who
‘l)ri:g up their children in ““ the wurture and
admonition ®f the Lord!” The .generality
t.reixt this promise 4as a lotf;.ry, in which 1he[e
are m(')re.blanks than prizes. Thus both the
faﬁth’l'ulness. and®the sincerity of God are dis-

L[]
honoured. But, Mothers! it is as truc now,



48 A MOTHEUR'S 1 INDERANCES, &c.

as when Paul said it to the jailor at Philippi,
“ Believe® in thé Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shilt be saved, and thy HOU'SE.” “The jailor
had asked only, < What shall 1T do to be
saved 7”7 Paul, however, would not allow him
to confine the question to himself. The pro-
mise is to children as well as to parents ; and
therefore the Apostle answered the question so
as to include both.

If these preliminary hints awaken any curio-
sity, or win any confidence, towards the de-
sign of this little book, you will not throw it
aside Just yet; nor wonder if, before resuming
this part of the subject, I take great pains to
secure the sttention and confidence of d:u;glh
ters, as well as of mothers. Read the next
chapter, therefore, on their account, ors to your
daughters ; and do give weight to whatever is
experimentaily tre in it, by s?tting ‘your

“sgeal” to its truth.
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A DAUGIITER'S PRINQIPLES ANALYZED.

In addressing you, “’I will (first) incline
my car unto a Parable; T will open my dark
saying upon the harp” of Ariecory. And,
should T close my appeal in the same way, you
will forgive me.  Both Rachel and Miriam are
real characters, and will, 1 fear, recognise
themselves : but you, I hope, will try in vain
to identify either.

Both young men and maidens venerated
the ag::d Seirsupazzan, *and vied® with each
other ir, honouring his grcy' hairs as ‘“ a crown
of gldry.” He was a second conscience to all
the'yout?x of Beersheba, who Studicd to muin-

[ .
tain a good conscience towafds God or man
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Wlen the young men looked upon the (l:mdgh-
ters of the Canaanites, and thought of allying
themselves with “ aliens from the common-
wealth of Israel,” they remembgred that Shesh-
bazzar would not bless the forbidden union;
and turned their attention to the daughters of
the Covenant.  Wlhan the maidens of Beer-
sheba were fascinated by the garb and bearing
of the sons of Belial, they felt that they could
not mect the eve of the holy Patriarch, and
drew their veils closer around them in the
streets.  Thus all the plans of the young had
a tacit reference to his opinion, and the nope
of his approbation and. benediction mingled
with their b(rightcst prospects. ‘¢ What will
Sheshbazzay think of me?” was a question,
which, however sinple in itself, disent\ungled
whole webs of sophistry, al{d unmaskeld tne
most plau,siblg appearances. It revealed ihe

secrets of the hea-t to the conscience, and the
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fruuds of the conscicuce to the judgment. It
wus, indeed, a simple qu'cstion ; but it scarched
the refus like *¢ the candle of the Lord,”—be-
cause all who veflected, lelt that the good old
man could have no object but their good; and
that whatever influenco he had acquired over
them, was won, not by stratagem, but by
weight and worth of character. It was the
spell of hise fine spirit, which, like the mantle
of Flijah, cast upon the ploughman of Abel-
meholab, drew them after him as with ¢ cords
of love.”  Amongst the daughters of the Co-
vendnt, who listened to his wisdomn, and loved
his n.pprohution, Racltel was the most enthiusi-
astic.  She was modest as the lily of the valley,
but sensitive as the tremtlous dewtlrops which
gomme(l it. L lke the clouds of the spring up-
on Cérmel or Iermon, she wept dnd smnled in
the® same hous.  Her spirit *sosred " at times

* »
like the eagle of Eneedi, unlil lost in the lalt
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which is full of glory; and, anon, it drooged
like the widowed dové in the gloomy avenues
of Heshbon and Kedron. She was altcrnulcl)‘r
glowing and freezing; too high or too low.
In all t])ing."s, but in her modest gentlencss,

she was the creature eof circumstances. Even

in Religion, she had wo fived principles.  She

was feclingly alive to its beauties, but dead to

its real spirit.  Whilst it iuspired thoughts

which breathed, and words which burned, with,
immortality, she was enraptured with it: but

when its oracles or ordinances led to thoughts

of penitence, or words of humiliation, she had
_no sympathy of spirit with them. She Wept,

‘indced, over her fallen nature; but not because -
it was fallets from the' moral image ¢f Jehoval.

The loss of intellectual power, not the, loss of
ho‘l'y feeling, grieved her.  She felt deef)]y

mortified, because she could not nn:ti'flti\ixl' ail

the mental elevafion of a rational bLeing; and
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she thought her mortéfidation, humility ! She
(h:‘f)lored the weakness_and waywardness of
her mind, in the strongest terms of self-abase-
ment ; but not because her mind disliked secret
prayer and self-cxamination.  She lamented
that she had so little communion with God ;
but it was not the communion of a child with
.
a Father, nor of a penitent with a Saviour, but
the communion of a poet with the God of na-
ture—of a finite spirit with the Infinite Spirit
—that had charms for her.  She admired the
prophets; but not for the holiness which ren-
dcret.l them temples mect for the Toly Spirit
to dwell in, and speak Yrom ; but because of
their mysterious dign'ily, as the ambassadors
of Heaven. She gloricd in the altars and
mercy-seat of the templc;’ not as they were
tyPes of salvationshy the atonement of the pro-
ll]lS(‘d. Mc‘ssmh but as they wero the seat and

thmc of l.lnc clSud of glony and tlie sacred fire.

F 3
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All this Sheshbazzar se.w and lamented.  But

Rachel was gentle, and Le loved ler; she ‘nad
genius, and he admired her.  Men of one idea
tlibugl-.t her mad; and men with half a heart
deemed her a mere visionary, Sheshbazzar
regarded her as a young vine among the
rocks of the Dead Se‘a, whose grapes are em-
bittered by the bitulncn of the soil; and he
hoped, by transplanting and prouing, to dis-
place its poisonous juices. But the difficulty
was, to convince her, that even her virtues
were like the grapes of Gomorral, unfit to be
prescuted ¢ before the Lord, in the waive-
offering of the first friits,” or to be ming'ed in
“ the drink-offering.” ‘Thcy were, indeed,
s0; for, liké the vines of Gomorrah, she bore
frait to heliself', notlt; the glory of God. Her
morality was ligh-toned ; but only 'becnuse
she reckened immorality beneath the dwmty

of foemale character.  Her taste was simple ;
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but only because she deemed follies unworthy
of lier talents. Her sympathies were prompt
and tender; but they were indulged more for

she luxury of deep emotion, than for the sake

as a wo-

of doing good. What became
man, and a woman whom Sheshbazzar reck-
oned “one of a thm:s:und,” was both the
rcason and the rule of Ler excellencies.  She
never prayed for grace to sanctify or sustain
lier character: and as her tastes and pursuits
were far above even the comprelension, as
well as the level, of ordinary minds, Rachel
never suspected that her ¢ leart was not
righs with God.” The Llders of the city had,
indeed, oiten told her so in plain terms, made-
plainer by the shaking of their Boary heads:
but, a]thou.gh she was too gentle to repel
the clfarqn, she *only pitjed their prejudices.
%heshb.y/dr, as she mwmned thmxght very
dlﬂeuntly. of “her; and lns smile was sct

sgainst  their msmuatlons. He perceived
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this mistake, and ];roc\ecdcd to correct it.
He had borne with.it long, in hope tuat
it would gradually correct itself.  He had
made sllowances, and exercised patience, and
kept-silence on the subjeet, until his treatment
of Rachel began to be reckoned weakness, and
not wisdom, by his best friends.  His plan
had been to bear aloft his young caglet upon
his own mighty wings, until she breathed the
air of spirits, and bathed in the Dight of eter-
nity; and then to throw her off upon the
strength of her own pinions, that she might,
whilst he hovered near to intercept a su,dden
fall, soar higher in the empyrean of glory, and
come down ‘“ changed i‘nto the same image,”
and humbled by the “excceding weight” of
that glory.ﬂ But tlxé experiment ‘failed : she
descended mortified becausesof her weukno‘ss,
not humbled because of her unworthinpss.‘ He

resolved, therefore,

L)
““To change his hand, and check her pride.”
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& Rachel,” said Sheshbazzar, ““ the first day
ol vintage is near at hand, and there is but
ll.ttle fruit on my vines: could we not s.end Sto
the Dead Sca for grapes of Gomorrah, and
present them Dbefore the Lord, ¢ as a waive-
oflering, and pour themsout as w drink-offer-
ing?’"

Rachel was surprised at the question; for
it was put salemnly, and betrayed no symptom
of irony. |

 Grapes of Gomorrah!”" Rachel exclaimed ;
““usk rather, if strange fire, or a torn lamb,
may 13e safely presented at the altar of Jeho-
vah?  But Sheshbazzar mocketh his hand-
emaid. The curse is upon all the ground of the
cities of tha plain; and tnhoreover,the grapes
of Gomorrah are as bitter "as they are beauti-
ful’ Even the wild goats ‘turn away from the
vined of .‘Sodom» What does nly father mean ?

L] .
The form of thy countenance i changed! Like
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the spies, 1 will go to Esheol or Engedi for
clusters to preseut before the Lord; for the
Lord qur God is a jealous God.”

“True, my daughter,” said Sheshbazzar ;
“and if it would be sacrilege to present the
grapes of Gomorrah m the waive-offering, be-
cause they grow on the land of the curse, and
have imbibed its bitterness; how must a jea-
lous and holy God reject the Lomage of a
proud spirit!  The fruits of that spirit draw
their juices from a soil more deeply cursed
than the Asphaltic,—and of which* Gomor-
rah, when in flames, was but a feebl_é em-
blem.”

« But, ®heshbazzar,” said Rachel, “ o
whom does this apply 7 Not to-your spirit;
for it is a veiled sc'raph, lowliest in its¢lf when
loftiest in its adoring contemplations.’ And
my spirit—is too weak to be prou:l. I' fecl

. [}
mysclf a mere atom amidst infinity. 1 fecl less
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thigr nothing, when I realize the Intinite Spiut
of the universe.”

« It is well, my daughter; but what Jo you
feel when you realize Him as the HoLy OxE
who inhabiteth eternity 2 Rachel ! T never
heard yon exclaim, God be merciful to me a
sinner ! You have called’ yourself an atom in
the universe—an inscet in the solar bluze—an
imperfect grape on the vine of being: any
¢hing, but a sinner. Tt was not thus that
Abraham, and Job, and Isaial, felt before
the Lord. It is not thus that T feel. You
think‘{ne like the grapessof Sibmah and En-
gedi, ripe for the service of the heavenly
<cmple, Al, my daughter! nothing but ¢ the
blood of the everlasting covenant’ kecps me
from degpair; and there is nothing else be-
tween You and Toplet.”

Rathel trembled.  She had never marked

the humility of the Patriarchs‘, nor paused to
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consider what the soul and sin must be—sec-
ing they required such an atonement. She
retired weeping; and, for the first time, re-

treated into her closet to pray for MmurcY

However the first discoveries of the beauty of
Loliness may be made, and whatever may be
the first motives which induce any one to de-
sire to follow holiness, neither its nature nor
its nccessity are nightly understood, until both
the atoning sacrifice of Christ and the sanctify-
mg grace of the Ilely Spirit are duly" con-
sidered.  Until we look to the blood of the
Lamb and «the sanctification of the Spirif, as
the only Way of acquiring that holiness which
constitutes meetness for heayen, no meral sen-
<
timents, however pure, and no sensc 'of the
beauty of virtue, however delicate, amouit to

. \
“a clean heart™ or “a right spirit” towards
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Gicd. She who carries her inquiries after the
principles of true holiness no farther than just
around the circle of its duties, and oVer ﬁxe
surface of its proprietics, ill deserves the high
privilege of possessing a Bible, and has no
right to call herself a Chris;tian.

It 1s, indeed, both proper and necessary to
sit at the fect of Jesnus on the Mount of Olives,
learning morality from his precepts: but it is
tqually esscutial to sit at his feet in Gethse-
mane, where he trod the wine-press of the
wrath of God; and on Mount Calvary, where
he nm.de his soul an offefing for sin; learning
there, also, the real evil of sin, and the infinite
‘expense at which it is pardoned “and taken
away.

1‘1.1 saying this, » do not, forget nor unders
value tjxe sweet influence which holv example

exerts over some gentle and ingenucus spirits.
L

The Shunamite is not the only woman whoese
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attention and good will to piety have b.en
conciliated, in the first instance, by the weight
and werth of a ministerial character like Eli-
sha’s.  Day after day, she saw the prophet
moving about in his sphere of public duty,
like a commissioned angel, with equal meek-
ness and pmienco;‘]mppy in his work, and
transparent in all his character: and this con-
trast hetween Elisha and hirelings, led her
to cunltivate his friendship. ¢ She said unto
her husband, Behold now, I perceive that
this is an holy man of God, which passeth by
us continually : let us make a little chamber
on the wall, I pray thee; and set there for him
a bed, and a table, and a stool, and a candle-
stick.”

In like manner, the lovely character of ex-
emplary - parents and friends, has often sug-
gested the ﬁ}'st,si(lea of the beauty of holiness,

.

and excited the first desire to be holv. The
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siple reflection, 1 should so like to re-

»

scmble them,” has no; unfrequently led to
jwitation.  But imitation, whenever it has béen
attempted on a large scale, has soon compelled
to an examination of the secret springs of emi-
nent holiness.  The want of success, or the
waywardness ol some .tempcr, makes the
young candidate pause and ask, why she could
not cqual Yier models, nor realize her own
wishes. She expected to be as much a he-
roine in practice and perseverance, as she felt
herself to be in theory.  She took for granted,
that ;he had only to reselve and try, in order
to be as good, as amiable, as holy, and happy
in rcligion, as the friends she admired most;
but the fou®l aspirant after high moral excel-
.
lence, soon found wut that it was not so easily
» .
attained as she imagined, and that she herselt

- . . .. L]
was not S0 strbng‘ in principle "as she sup-

pesed.
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This discovery is always the result of hoiest
endeavours to be V(.‘{’)" like very lovely Chris-
tidns. It is, however, a most important dis-
covery. It may stop cffort for a time, and
cven discourage hope not a little; but it leads
to such an observation of the principles and
motives of those we have failed to copy, as
soon explains our failure. The discovery of
our own weakness is followed by'a discovery
of the secret of their strength and success. We:
cease to wonder, (however we may continue
to weep,) that we made so little progress, when
we resolved to be as good as the best; i'(:n' we
both resolved and tried in our own streng.th;
or with sucl’ a vague reference to the grace of
God for hélp, that success was infpossible. Tt
could not be otherwise, whilst the eross of
Christ was to us only a solemn fact .i" ‘sac‘red
history, and the work of tne THoly Spirit

merely a cardinal article of the creed. Not jn
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this tame form did these great truths stand
(we saw!) before the minds of those we ad-
mired and wished to resemble. We, disto-
vered that the Cross and Grace were the only
pillars on which their hopes rested ; the very
poles upon which théir habits and spirits
turned ; the very source and centre of all their
religion and morality. This, we saw, made
the differenee between them and us.

These are invaluable lessons in expcrience,
whether acquired in this way, or by some
other process. They are, however, incom-
pletc: lessons, whilst they only lead us to per-
fect our theology, by bringing it up to the
standard of eminent Christians., dt is, indeed,
well to talte care that *both the® Cross and
Grace have all that prommence in our creed
whlich® they hold in their creed. It is vnse to
mark mmute]y']xow they glory ' the Cross,
and depcnd on the qlmnt, at every step and

G 3
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stage of thewr piety. It is, however, qyite
possible to embrace the faith of the samts, be-
causc it is their faith, without embracing it for
their chicf reasons.  They glory ouly in the
cross of Christ because they are sinners. This
is their first and chief reason for belicving as
they do.

I pray your attention to this fact. Your
pious friends are not, indeed, univfluenced by
other considerations than their own sinfulness,.
in thus making the Atonement ““all and all,”
as the ground of their Liope. They are much
influenced by the cxample of the great ‘cloud
of witnesses around the throne; all of whom
washed their robes and made them white in
the blood di the Lamb : by the exsmple of the
innumerable company of angels; all of whom
aiso look into the sufferings of Christ with un-
tiring wondcr ‘and intense admiration : and

especially by the  example of the Father, who
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cqunts the Cross the glory of his moral go-
vernment; and of theHoly Ghost, who con-
fines his agency to the exhibition and applia-
tion of the things of Christ, for the glory of
Christ.  All these considerations are both
load-stars and leading-#tars, to bring and bind
the counfidence of your ffiends to the Lamb of
God. They often help their faith, by remem-
bering howe the noble army of martyrs shook
the flames and the scaflold with the shout,
““None but Christ!” and by listening to the
New Song, as it swells for ever louder from all
the I!arps of heaven. Tiven the historic truth
and the moral triumphs of the doctrine of the
Cr:)ss, Lave no small influence im confirming
the faith of ¢he saints in the sacrifice of Christ.
They gre glad, tqp, that the wisdom of plnlo-
snphy is foolishness, :md the 1mpnatlon of
poefry tamenes$, compared with the sublimity

and glory of the Cross.
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Still, whilst all these considerations hgve
much weight with intelligent and devoted
Clfristians, they are most influenced by a deep
sense of their own personal guilt and danger.
They feel their need of such a Saviour as
the Lamb of God. They not only see that
there is nothing but the blood of Christ to
cleanse from sin: they see also that nothing
else could cleansc them from ¢heir sins.

Now, I need hardly say to you that the
Cliristians you admire most, were not greater
sinners, before their conversion, than others.
In general, they had 4uite as fair a cha’acter
as their neighbours, so far as morals were con-
cerned. Thzay were not, therefore, driven iuto.
their deep” self-condemnation, nor into their
fear of perishing, i)y having been worse than
others. How, then, came they to think, and
feel, and act towards the Saviour, jnst as if

they had been the very chief of sinners? You
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kn8w that they are not pretending, when they
adopt humiliating conf(-.ssions, nor when they
lpok with streaming eyes and bleedingehearts
to the Cross. The real secret is this: they
know their own hearts; watch their own con-
scicnces; test their own spirits ; and thus see
and feel their natural alienation from God
What pains, humbles, and alarms them chiefly
is, the awf8l want of love to God, which
aarked their early history; and the sad weak-
ness of their love to Him, since they believed
that ““God is Love.” Hence, they can hardly
('o'nche Liow their ingratitude and insensibi-
]ity'can either be forgiven or removed. Even
*with all the glories and grace of tRe Cross be-
fore them, tity find no small ditﬁcn.xhy in try-
ing to, hope for tleir own ..salvatiouz becauge
‘ neit.he; that salvation itself, nor the amaziug
sacrifice at t}vhicl‘x it wag provided, has such an

. (] .
indfluence over them, as they kuow it ouglht to
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lave. Thus they find causes of fear or tus-
picion, even in the very grounds of hope; be-
cause those grounds do not affect and interest
them more fully. It 1s, therefore, their sins
against the Cross, quite as much as the sius
which made the sacrifice of the Cross neces-
sary, that makes them feel so self-coudemned.
They -sec enough, and more than enough, to
condemn them, in the way they fhave trcated
the Atonement made to save them. Thus,
there is neither pretence nor parade in their
humility. They do—cling to the Cross, not
only because they wish to be holy, buf also
because they are conscious that they deserve
the wrath to come. They glory in it, not
merely that they ma-y be sanctified, soul, body,
end spirit; but also that thcy may be plucked
as brands from the burning. The peril of pe-
rishing, as well as the love of holiness, influ-

enges both their conduct and spirit.
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Mow, unless these be your reasons for giv-
ing the Cross a higher ;lace in your esteci
than it had at first, you cannot have o« Jike
precious faith 7 in it with your pious friends;
nor can it have all that holy influence upon
you which it has upon them. You must trust
it as a sinner, if you w.ould have it trans-
form you into a saint.  You must flee to it as
the only refige of the Lost, as well as the
enly remedy of the unholy.

You sce this, T hope. I am quite sure you
will consider it. It may not be altogether
pleasa‘:t o1 plain to you @t the first; but you
]hl\(‘ already thought so much about Christ,
und that too for a holy purpose, that'you cannot
stop now.  Your sense of duty, and your desire
to be tr*xly pious, aae too strong, to allow you
to ]mlt half-way between Sinai and Calvary.
1 will, therefore, supposc, at once, that even this

. . . L4
night you will retire to your closet, and bow



~1
<

t

A DA“U(}HTEI{ S

down before God, asa penitent, and not mévely
as a candidate for i;xlxnortality; as a sinner,
needing deliverance from the wrath to come,
and not merely as an imperfect being, needing
only improvement. Remember!—there are
none in heaven, but 'those who came to the
Mercy-seat, in this s‘pirit, and for this purpose.
This is, also, the very spirit of all those on
carth, whose piety you most admirt.

Now, T should not at all wonder (however
much you may) if, on taking this view of your
own case, you find yourself led into self-ab-
horrence and self-ab4isement, as well a? into
self-condemnation. It would not surptise mc
in the least, to hear you cry, ¢ Behold, I am’
vile : unciean, uncl‘ean; God bé merciful to

)
me a sinner!” ay; 1 slwould not be. much
startled, even if you were so dhrmed at first
by the dlS(‘OVClV of your own allenatlon from

Gc:d, as to be unable for a time, to hope or
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ing'y, you deem it better, as you really wish
to serve him, to take swéct and soothing views
(:f his character; to dwell chiefly upgn Fhs
love and mercy; to rcalize God as a Father,
and to rely upon Him as a Triend. Aund, in
one sense, you are righ#in judging thus. In-
deced, it is to this lovely view of the Divine
character 1 want to bring and bind all your
thoughts amd affections,  Nothing is further
ofrom my intention, than terrifying you at the
God with whom you have to do. 1 would teach
you to lay your head upon His kuce—yea, to
lewn Jt upon his bosom—ags calmly, and as con-
ﬂding\‘ and as cheerfully, as ever you hung
upon a father’s neck, or reclined eupon a mo-
ther’s bosom. It is not®your pledsing ideas
of God I want tp interfere with. I am not
]ez?diu'g you to question the truth of them ;
but "to (;uestion’ your own rigfit or warran.t to
.
tgke such views of God, whilst your views of

R
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the Saviour are so imperfect. Now, they are
very imperfect, if you see and seek in His
meerits nothing more than weights to turn the
scale of mercy in your favour; or to make up
the defects of your own obedience. This is
not making Christ ¢ ail and all” in salvation.
This is not glorying in the Cross only. This
is making Christ but half a Saviour!

You may not intend this ; nor yet be aware,
exactly, that such views of the Lamb of God
do not warrant confidence in the love, nor
hope in the mercy, of God. Such views, how-
ever, do not warrantseither, They are jjetter
than Socinian views, which embrace pothing
but the example of Christ ; and better than
legal principles, which look for mercy as the
reward of good works, indepgndently of, Christ.
I readily allow this, and even wish you to
attach very great importance to the great dif-

ference which thus exists between your creed



PRINCIPLES ANALYZED. 79

ant Socinianism. You regard the Saviour as
God manifest in the flesh, and his death as a
r.eal sacrifice for sin. You wonder how aity
one can pretend to believe the Bible, and yet
deny the Divinity and atonement of Christ.
You feel, that were ycu to treat Christ as
merely a good man and "a great martyr, you
would have no scriptural right or warrant to
regard God @s a Father, or even to hope in His
emercy. So, then, there are some views of
Christ so low, and so unlike the Bible, that
you yourself would not venture to hope, if you
held jhem. At least, you see clearly that they
do not go far enough to justify hope in God.
Now, we shall come to the poist of my ar-
gument with® you. 1 have cheerfully allowed,
that both your opiuion of éhnst and your de-
pendence upon him, go much farther than So-
cmlamsm c.>r Legahsm.; but the uestion 1;,—

Dy they go far enough to watrant you to take
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those encouraging views of God which, you
say, are essential, if )"ou would either love o1
s&rve bim well 7 Now, you yourself will allow,
that if your dependence upon Christ come as
far short of the degree in which Paul and the
first Christians depended on Him, as Socini-
anism comes short of what you believe, then
you too are wrong, and reckoning without
your host, whilst taking for granted that you
are welcome to hope as much as you like in
God. Why are you not as much afraid to dit-
fer from Paul, as you would be to agree with
Priestley 7 Weigh this question ; for there is
almost as great a difference between your de-
pendence and Paul’s, as there is between ylour
opinion and Priestldy’s.  You may not Lave
i}ltended, nor cven suspected, this; but it is
true. Yes; and the contrast is not between
you and Paal only : it is between ydu and all

the dead in Christ, Your song of redemption
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is not the ¢ New Sohg” of the Redeemed in
heaven. Your heart is not in unison with the
harps before the throne, whilst you can, spedk
or think about the blood of the Lamb as a
balance for your defects and imperfections.
There is no such sentinient in the oracles of
God on earth, or in the li}.)s of saints in heaven.
There, all the glory of salvation is ascribed to
the Lamb shin.

Now, it is this sense of debt to the Atone-
ment, and this degree of dependence upon
Clirist, that 1 want you to cultivate as your
warrént and welcome td fill your whole soul
¢ with all the fulness” of God’s paternal love
‘and tenderness. But neither this sense of
debt, nor tifis exclusive éependenc.e, can ever
be, fell, whilst yot avoid to think of God a
the Lx.wgsm God : and this—you do! )

Are yoy sur;;riscd at this cf)ar'ge? Do you
sespect that I attach any mfstical meanins to

the écrijxural expression, ¢ the Living God ?”



82 A DAYGHTER'S

I do not. 1 mean nothing more by it, in¥re-
gard to all the perl‘eétions of the Divine cha-
ractery than you mean in regard to some of
them. I think them all equally alive and
lively : but you do not. You do not, indeed,
think the justice of God dead ; nor the loli-
ness of God dead; nor the jealousy of God
dead. You revolt at the bare idea, and feel it
to be vulgar, if not profane, to usc the word
“dead” in any connexion with God. T am’
glad you feel thus afraid of the word: let vour
fear extend also to the thing.

Look, then, at all that you mean by thefword
¢ living,” when you connect it with the Love,
the Mercy, ‘or the Grace of God. There, you'
give it a wide and '“’;arm meaning. The ever-
enduring life and liveliness of these lovely
perfections, you believe and admirel. V\"ere
they dead—all your hopes ‘would die too.
Aud well they niight ! A God without lore

or mercy, would be as uscless to us 7s a ‘lead
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or damb idol: for as He. would do nothing for
us, it would be the same to us as if He could
do nothing for us.

I kecp as fast hold, you see, as you can,
upon all that you admire in the Divine cha-
racter. 1 am equally a;r?i(l with yourself (in-
deed, I can as little afford as you) to lose sight
of even one ray of His infinite love. Like you,
I rejoice with joy unspeakable, that it liveth,
*and abideth for cver, in all the lustre and
warmth of its original glory. But then—so
does also the holiness, the justice, the integrity
of G&d! These, too, are without variableness
or the shadow of tuming. But you do not
“rejoice in them. You are even afraid of them.
You do not” allow yourse.lf to exc.lude them
frorgx tlx character® of God, nor to treat thers
as if ;he)r were dead : but their life is not
much conngcted wnth your hopes *You do not

c#re to look often at the Holmcss and Justjce
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of God, as they live and move and have their

being in the Gospel.

' Notv, this is what I meant, when I charger
you with avoiding to think of God as the
living God. You do not think him as much
alive to the glory of h‘is Justice and holiness, as
to the glory of his érace and mercy : and the
consequence is,—you do not feel all a sinner’s
need of the blood of Christ. Holiness and
Jjustice had, however, quite as much to do with
the Atonement, and it with them, as love or
mercy had, or they with it : and just because
you have to do with ' both, and both with you.
Think of this!

And now, just suppose for a moment, that
you had té) deal on’l;' with the strict Justice and
“he perfect holiness of Jehovah: how, in (that
case, would you use the blood of Atpnément? '
What stress would yau lay. upon it, if" you

B
knew nothing about any love or mercy It
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just what it implied? Would you, then, em-
ploy it only as a weight to turn the scale in
favour of your soul and your services] De
you not see, yea, feel, through all your spirit,

that you would require to plead the merits of

the Atonement, even ir® order to be allowed

to serve God?  Yes, in ofder to be permitted

to serve Him at all!

We thinkeit a very great thing indeed when
swe are willing to serve God at all; and thus
we are ready to take for granted, that he must
be well pleased whenever we really try to serve
him. | And, in one sense, all this is very true.
But, how came any one to be willing to serve
Go.d acceptably? How came God to be will-
ing to accept any service ‘from fallén man on
earth?  This does pot take place in hell.  Fallen
anégels? are neither made wiiling, nor allowed to
serve God. Why? No atonément opened a

ngw and living way to God for them. Christ
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took not upon him their sins nor their natrre

and therefore they would not be permitted to
t:y the service of God, even if they were in-
clined, which they are not.

Here, then, is the point at which you should
begin to re-study your own need of the Atone-
ment. You want it first to warrant you even
to speak unto God in prayer, about either your
own salvation or His service. For, what right
have you or any one to pray for merey, or to
offer yourself as His servant? Not the sha-
dow of a right, from what you are, nor from
what you can do. Had not Christ taken upon
him your nature and your doom, as a fallen
creature, you durst no more have prayed,‘ or
served, than fallen angels dare. .You owe all
the opportunity you have, and all the inclina-
tion you feel, entirely to His sacrifice. But
for it, there wouald have heen no more means

or aids of grace rn earth, than there is in hell
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Vou really must not allow yourself to be led
away from a full sight aid scuse of your need
o.f Christ, by the circumstances of the worll
You sec, indeed, something as natural and re-
gular in the means of grace, as if Christianity
were the religion of Mature; for the Gos-
pel takes little children® into the school of
Clirist, and makes as much use of all that
creation or providence affords to illustrate sal-
vation, as of all that heaven and eternity fur-
nish to commend it. This is, indeed, a world
almost as full of the goodness and glory of
God, as if it were neither a tebel nor a fallen
W(:l‘ld. The system of religious means and
motives, which is around you, is also as much
adapted to #he faculties and conditbn of men,
as we could well jmagine 2 system of mental
diséip'line or moral govcrnr;xent to be, to angels
or a\‘nc»:]y. mad® worl.d of hufan beings; for

1§ touches man at every punt of his nature,
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circumstances, and time. But all this, instead
of being allowed to hide from you the real or
the full place which Christ holds in the eco-
nomy of human affairs, should illuminate that
place, and make him appear “ all and all” in
the whole array of temporal, intellectual, social,
moral, and providential good, which beams and
breathes around you. For it is all here, just
because, and only because, He kept or brought
it here by his Mediation on our, behalf. But.
for that, all temporal blessings would have
been as much withdrawn from the earth, as
they are from hell; apd our world would lhuve
been as destitute of means or motives to be
religious, as.s the prison of fallen angels. ’ It
is not, ther¢fore, your actual sins only, nor- the
plagues of your hecart alone, that create your
a;‘bsolute and equal need of a Saviour, in' c6m-
mon with the worst. You arevone of a fallen

and guilty race; rone of an apostate and im-
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pure family; and one of them by your own
acts and inclinations, as well as by descent and
inheritance. You have, .theref'ore, no personal
right to cherish the shadow of a hope, hor to
offer a prayer or a service unto God. You
owe it entirely to the Atonement, that you are
allowed to worship or bow down before Jeho-
vah, either as a suppliunt.or as a servant. Do
not lose sight, therefore, of your own condi-
tion, by looRing round upon characters inferior
%to yourself. Many, alas, are far inferior both
in their habits and spirvit; but still, you are
not so much above the worst of either scx, as
you 4are beneath the standard of both the
Diyine image and law. Besides, what is it to
“you, whatever others are ? You are guilty
and unholy in your own way and d;grcc: and
for ny guilt, deféct, vanity, folly, or evil, <
" heart or_ character, is there any remedy or
remission, but in the Wood of the Lamb.

13
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The following Allegory will, perhaps, illus-
trate this Essay. In all but her dilemma, 1
commend Miriam to your imitation. Alas,
she did not convert Jared. .

Jared and Miriam sat together by “ the
waters of Shiloah that go softly.” The setting
sun flushed the calm rivulet as it fiowed on
towards the reservoir of the temple.

““ There, Jared,” said Miriam, ““is an em-
blem of my church. The Jordan discharges
itself into the Deap Sea; but the waters of
Shiloah terminate in the Temple of God. Oh!
that we, like the fountains of this sacred stream,
mingling their waters, could unite in senti-
ment, and thus flow calinly on to the heavenly
temple of God and the Lamb. But as I can-
not return to Juparsm, and you will not quit
“t—we can never be ‘ one spuit.””
¢¢ Miriam, my own Miriam ! you must return

to the God of our fathers. Know you not that
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the ¢ ANATHEMA MaRANAaTHA Of the Sankedrim
wilt be pronounced on you, from the chair of
Moses, at the next new moon? Surely you
will not, by obstinacy, incur the great excom-
munication of the sanctuary. Why should
you imagine yourself wiser thau the ELDERS of
Judah? Let me lead yt)u back to ¢ the horns
of the altar,” to ratify yo.ur vows to God and

to me.”
¢ Jared !” said Miriam, solemnly and firmly,

“¢¢ the great excommunication of the Sanhedrim
will sound to me as did the threatenings of
Sennacherib, King of Assyria, to Hezckiah ;—
as ‘faging waves of the’sca, foaming out their
own shame.” I shall pity the BoaNkrGEeses,
"and despise their thunders. And as to my
vows unto .you, they are.inviolatg; although
their ?ulﬁlmeht is*dclayed, by circumstances, J
have no wish to retract my betrothment' and
if T had, I know noy that Chnsmmty would

Sunction the breach.”



92 A DAUGIITER'S

¢ The blessing of t.he God of Jacob be on
you for this assurance, Miriam ! but I cannot
think well of your hardihood; it is not the
heroistn it scems to be.”

“ No, Jared; nor is it the fool-hardiness
which you would insinuate! But, forgive me;
I will not take oﬂ"ence'. You mistake my new
motives, and thus misunderstand my new
character. I, however, cling to the cross of
Christ, as if natled to it, because I see nothing
clse between me and hell. My guilty and un-’
holy soul can only be pardoned or purified by
the blood of the Lamb of God ; and, therefore,
by that fountain I must—I will abide, even if,
like Abel, my own blood should crimson fhe
AcrLpama,”

« Miriam ! you amaze and confound me.
This is absolute raving. A priestess of AeoLLo
could not be more extravagant when rushing

from the Tripod. Your guilty and urholy soul,
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Mir-am! How can you thus asperse your
own pure nature and chafacter? Your soul is
pure as the snow upon the loftiest summjts of
Lgbunon;———at least, its only taint is heresy ;
and that stain will soon be effaced by *the
waters of purification,” m the temple. Only
quit the Cnrisrians, and*I shall soon rejoice
over you, as in the days of old; singing this
song to the harp of Judah, < Though ye have
lain among the pots, yet shall ye be as the
wings of a dove covered with silver, and her
feathers with yellow gold. Seram!” You,
Miriamn, ;17tlloly! It 1s as if the dew of the
morning were to charge itself with impurity.”

« Jared, and could the dew, even on Her-
mon, speak, # would acknowledge that it was
formed from sarthfy exhalations, and derived
its purity from the heavens. And as to your
song of mumph you wxll never’ be warranted,

if 1 quit thc CROSS to sing i3 over me; *the
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wings of a dove’ are not given to the soulethat
it may ¢ flee away’ from CaLvary. No; and
“were. my wings like those of the seraphi/m,
“ full of eyes,” their starry radiance would soon
be extinguished, like the glories of Luctrk,
were 1 to cease from following the Lawms.
But, Jared, you think lightly of sin; you do
not sce its evil, nor feel its malignity. You
regard nothing as sin, bul 1MMowaLITY ; and
nothing as corruption, but vice; and, becaus:
my character ¢s as UNIMPEACUABLE as_you
suppose, you suspect me of feigned humflily
and extravagant pemtence. These be fap from
me! I would that I were more humble jmd

contrite ; but always rationally—scripturally

”
80.

¢ Well, Miriam, what do.you inean by sin ?
You surely do not imagine that your Uuo&ant :
.. - . . PR ! .
spirits and' natural sprightliness are criminal.
M .

And as you have always honoured your pa-
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rente, and kept the law from your youth up-
ward, what have you to répent of?  Your only
sin has been against me ; and you persist,in it’
by. delaying our marriage. I wish you would
repent of this sin; and as John the Baptist
said, ¢ bring forth fruits nfet for repentance.””

 Jared, be serious; my repentance towards
God has no small or slight connexion with
you. Until «of late, I loved vou more than
Gon. This mglancholy fact weighs heavily on
my conscience.”

“ Until of late ! And of late, then, Miriam,
you have con(}uercd the habit of loving me. Is
this what I am to understand ?”

“'No! Jared ; nor have you the shadow of a
reason to suspect it. I, indeed, love *God more
than formerly,sbut | do not fove you less than
usual, * I feel more solicituc'ie-—-tender, intense
sollcuude, in ydur beh'ilf thah ever. A;'ld
sugely, you would not have,me to love you

more than God 1”7
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¢ Certainly not: that be far from megp Mi-
riam ! -
» ¢ And yet, Jared, you, alas! love me far
more than you love God; and is not that sin-
ful and symptomatic of an unholy heart? You
could not, indeed, love God more by loving me
less ; but supreme fove to Him would regulate
your love to me without at all lessening its
cordiality. Ob, consider how we have alien-
ated our hearts from God hitherto! We lived
as if Jehovah had no claims upon our affec-
tion, or only such claims as the ceremonial law
could satisfy. T appeal to your own consci-
ence! Ilow often, even while engaged in the
duties of religion, ‘God was not in all ou~
thoughts:” We went to the Temple and the
Synagogue to meet each .other on the Sap-
BATH, and while our lips joined in the songs of
Zién, our thoughts centred in ourselves. We
regularly witnessed the sacrifices on the GRrEAT

DAY OF ATONEMENT ; but our minds were
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whelly taken up with the sublime music of
the silver trumpets, and"the simple majesty of
the Levitical processions around the goldewr
a.ltars. We partook of the passover for the
mere pleasure of eating together. Often have
we sat under this palnt-tree while the priesta
were drawing water from® the fountains of Shi-
loah, and ¢ pouring it out before the Lord;” but
we marked sonly their picturesque beauty, and
ofelt only the, transport of enjoying the scene
together.  And at the hours of the morning and
evening sacrifice, while we repeated the prav-
ERS, we did not ¢ pray ip the spirit.”  JARED!
we lived for each other—not for the glory of
Gv:)d. This is the guilt which ligs heavily on
my conscience ; these are some ofethe melan-
choly facts which convince® me that my soul is
natatally unholy ; and so'is your soul.”

¢ WA, Miriam, suppose Ie grant all *this:
see ye nof what the c:)ncessign involves? No-

K
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thing less than the duty of your returnnto
Judaism ; for if you a.e guilty by not honour-
ing the sacrifices sufficiently, how great must
your guilt become by neglecting and renounc-
ing them entirely! You are caught—you
are completely entangled in your own net,
Miriam !”

« Ab, Jared, I had hoped, from the serious-
ness with which you listened to my confes-
sions, that you were joining in them for your-
self. 1 am disappointed ; but, notwithstand-
ing, I will answer you. I am not at all in-
volved in decper guilt by neglecting the sacri-
fices. They never were a real, but a typical
atonement for sin; and, now that the Lams of
God is slair, for the sin of the world, to honour
them would be to dichonour H'IM. . On myown
principles, therefore, a return from the glericus
suBsTANCE tq tle shadows of ‘t, woult rerder

my guilt unpardonable. Besides, weére it safe
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to return, what a loss of enjoyment I shouid
sustain ! The transition*from the cross to your
altars again, would be to me as Mount Morialy
would be to Abraham, now that he has spent
ages in Paradise; as the cloud on Sinai would
be to Mosxs, now thatshe has communed with
Jehovah € in light fu'” of glory ;* as the wilder-
ness to the whole church of the first-born in
heaven, now that they are without spot before
the throne of God and of the Lamb. I do not
affect what 1 do not feel; those spirits of just
men made perfect would lose only a part of
their bliss by exchangipg worlds; but were 1
to exchange the cross for the altar, all my
h:lppiness would change into “a fearful looking
for of judgment and fiery indignation.” For,
if “ he thatedespised Modes’ law died without
merdy, of how much sorer punishment, sup-
pose Ye, shalé he be thought, worthy; who

hath trodden underfoot thg Son of God, and
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.
counted the blood of the covenant an unboly
thing ?””

¢ Your reasonings would be powerful, Miriam,

<

and your solemn conclusions just, were you’r
premises true. But a truce to this theological
\Zarf'are; it would suit 4 Sanhedrim of RanBIxns

Bétter than it does a young man and a maiden

‘of Israel, under the shade of a palm-tree, on

the banks of Shiloah. It was not guactly thus

that Jacos and RacueL reasoned amongst * the |
green pastures,” and by * the still waters’ of
Padanaram.”

“But it is thus they reason now, Jared,
where ¢ the Lams himsclf leads them to living
fountains of water’ in heaven; and all the .
armies of heaven unite with them, in admir-
ing and adoring the Lamb of Gal. Besides,
Racner had no occasion to reason with Jatob ;
his héart was right with God, and his sbul safe

for eternity.”
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« Which mine are wnot! you would say,
Miriam.”

“ Which mine were not, Jared, until ’I was
reconciled to God, by the cross of Christ.
Until the love of Christ won my heart, I was
utterly unfit for heaven, for I had hardly one
sentiment or feeling in karmony with the en.
Joyments or the engagements of Paradise. Ay’
a matter of, taste, I had, ccrfuin]y, revelled in
‘the visions ot.' Inmorrariry, when it was illu-
minated by the Gospel, before 1 believed that
Gospel. 1 could not resist the poetical attrac-
tions of the Christian heaven. Its thrones of
light, crowns of glory, harps of gold, palms of
vi::tory, and its many mansions of bliss, fixed
my imagingtion, and elevated gy soul. [
wished such, an inheritaice of glory. 1 felt
that @ different heaven would not satisfy md.
I saw,®too, that it was ‘ Akralam’s besom’
opened ; the heaven of the Fatmers unveiled.

K 3
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This heightened its fascinations; but, at that mo-
ment, 1 discovered that I was utterly wnfit for it.
I desired a crown of glory, but felt that 1 could
not place it at the foot of the Lamn ;—a lmfp
of gold, but not to sing the ¢ Nuw Soxe ;'—
a palm of victory, but not to wave it in the
train of Christ! My, proud heart revolted at
the bare idea of such subjection to Him. I
said, in my haste, Were all this honour confined
to Jehoval, the Christiun heaven would be my
choice; but to divide the honour, by worship-
ping the Lamb !-—I spurned the thought. And
yet, Jarep, I did not feel at ease in doing so.
I had misgivings of heart, as well as prejudices ;
and, in order to calm my fears, 1 was compelled
to express nnto Jehovah my supreme regard
to his glory, and my sincere veneration of hi
aathority.  These, I said, were my sole reascas
for rejecting the Gospel.  Then I begar to

strengthen these reasons, by stuaying the
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Divine Cuaracrer; for still the Christian
heaven kept its hold upca my heart. I could
not forget its scenes and society. Ifelt, as if
1 Was not right. I therefore plunged, as it were,
mto the contemplation of the Diviue character.
Turn, 1 saw, 1 felt, thgt T could not *stand
before God.” It flashed upon me with all the
heenness of sensation, that I could not bear to
see Gop as uk 1s! His holiness and justice
;appearcd to me like the durk side of the She-
chinal pillar to the Egyptians, overwhelming !
And yet, it was “the Leawty of his holiness,” it
was the glory of his justice, that overwhelmed
ne. .I saw not, I felt wot, at the time, ther
‘ter'rnrs. One decp, calm, solemy, awful con-
viction pengfrated and. pervaded gmy whole
soul; it w:\s,.ﬂlat.l could wot bear an Ermr-
NI1Y #n the presence of Juitovan! 1 had never®
thoughtof this pefore, but taken Jor granited,

that, if I®only werc admitted to heaven, all
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would be right.  But when I considered that |
had no delight in tlte character of God, and
that he could not love nor approve this state
of mind, I saw, at a glance, that, while ﬁxy
heart was thus dead to his excellence, 1 could
have no communion ewith Him, nor with the
spirits who were aiive to it. Tuen—then,
Jared, came the inquiry—Ilow can I be recon-
ciled unto God ? How can I beacome such a
character, that He can look upon me, and |
upon Him, with complacency, for ever and
ever?”

“ Go on, Miriam,,this view of the matter It
almost new to me.” l

“To me, Jared, it was altogether new.
Until the hnmorta]ity.brought to light by the
Gospel, drew my séul within, the.veil, and con-
fronted me, in thought, with Jehovah, I hau no
idea“that I was wnfit for an eternity of 'his* pre-

.
sence in heaven; for I had never belore paused
) \
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to consider, that, when he shall be seen ¢ as nE
1s8,” thep the light which reveals him, will reveal
the evil of sin, in all its enormity—and [ the .
bedutics of holiness,” in all their glory. But,
to see sin thus, and feel its principles within
me! to sce holiness thusy and not feel all its
principles within me! would render the Divine
presence intolerable.  Heaven could not make
<me happy ungler such circumstances.

«“ Well migl'lt the Prophet exclaim, ¢ Who
can stand before this Toly Lord God!” Jared !
*1 could not stand before you, without con-
fusion of face and heart oo, were 1 conscious
of not loving you as I ought. How over-
Whe'lming then would an eternity of the Divine
presence be, without the :'onsciousneas of entire
and intense lovg to God ! I'elt this—and felt,
too, th.at I neither had, nor could produce such
love to Rim. ‘Bhe necessity of if was Self-
evident, buf the acquisi}ionjf/f seemed impos-

sible.” Thus my own conscifice shut me i
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of heaven.  But, by this process, God was
¢ shutting me up unt® the faith.”  Accordingly,
the moment I saw that, by believing his testi-
mony concerning Christ, I should be justitied
and adopted, and thus placed under the sancti-
fying influences of his Spirit, I found it impos-
sible not to love God. My way was then clear:
and now I see clearly how the perfection of the
atonement will give eternal peace to the con-
science, and secure such purity of soul, that the
open vision of God will neither overpower nor
embarrass the followers of the Lamb.”

¢ Mirtam, Paul skould have made an excep-
tion in your favour, and suffered you to speak
in the Church. T will certainly suffer you to
speak at Lome, if you are always-thus eloquent.
I love cloguence;"and althougl- I dislike your
Gospel, as you call it, T will not contradict “you.
You shall ha¥e your own ‘way in religion.
Can you wish for more from ‘a Hebrew of the

Hebrews ?’” Mir. m wept !
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EMBLEMS OF IJOLINESS,

It was, indecd, a Poet who compared ¢ the
beauties of Holiness” to * the dew of the morn-
ing ;” but the comparison is not a poetical
ligense. It is poetry of the highest order: but
itis also sober fact.  The Harp of Juda breathed
it in music: but an inspired hand swept the
strings. David was a Prophet as well as a
poet;.and, therefore, we are both warranted
a_nd. bound to say, when he pjedicts the
number or thg beauty of the Churgh, under
the emblem of morning dew,—* Tle prophecy
_camcemet in old time by thé will of man; but
holy men*of God, spake as they were mceed

by the Holy Ghost.” "Thus it, was the Eter-
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nal Spirit who suggested and sanctioned the
comparison : and as he is both the author and
finigher of all true Holiness, we may be quite
sure that dew is neither a false nor a fanciful
emblem of its beauty. Besides, splendid as
Old Testament emblems of Ioliness are, they
are not so splendid as those which occur in
the New Testament. The Apostles go fur
beyond the Prophets, in emblezoning Holi-
ness. They assert its sublimify, as well as s
beauty. ¢ We all, with open face, beholding
as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed
into the same image, from glory to glory, even
as by the Spirit of the Lord.” Thus Paul
represents growth in grace as growth in gl.ory,;
or progressive sanctification on 4earth as akin
to progressive glory in hegven  Neither the
evening stars of the Angelic lnien‘arcl)y;ﬁ}x‘ess-,
ing upon the spheres of its morning $tars; nor

the General Agsembly of Time, rising to the
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stature and strength of the clder spirits of
Eternity ; nor, indeed, ally ascent in the scale
of heavenly perfection, could so dazzle shim,
or 50 eclipse the beauty of carthly holiness,
as to make him asl;amed to call its progress,
a change * from glory to Elory.” He goes even
farther and higher than®this; and declares
that Believers are made *“ partakers of a Divine
nature,” by she influence of the great and pre-
sious promises. Thus it is, as the Saviour
said, ¢ That which is born of the Spirit s
spirit.””  Both Prophets and Apostles under-
stood this sublime fact, and therefore admired
an(l celebrated the beauty of holiness. Paul,
sspecially, saw and poigted out e loveli-
ness” of whatsoever things are pute. Peter
also does not shesitate to cdll female holiness
an “o;namant, which is, in‘ the sight of God,
of great Iwice.

It is, therefore, neither wis# nor humble to
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overlook ¢ the beauties of holiness.” God him-
self admires them, and calls them ‘¢ the: riches
of thse glory of his inberitance in the saints.”
And the Saviour (who never flatters, senti-
mentalizes, or compliments) pronounces, not
only a special benedition upon * the pure in
heart,” but says also in unqualified terms,
¢ Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear
much fruit.” Thus the fruits of the Spirit are
praised for their beauty, as well as enforced
for their necessity.

I am fully aware, however, that by bringing
together these Scriptural views of personal
holiness, I may startle, if not (liscou;age
for a mometit, some who sincerely desire to be
holy. It “may seem, in this lovely and lofty
form, an impossible thing in car own case.
We may even be ready to exclaim, on casting
a hurried glance around the circle of ”our'pious

friends,——Whos&\ holiness is thus beautiful ?
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Where is the sanctification to be seen which
resemWles the dew of dle morning; or the
grace, that is glory in the bud ? This is, fiow-
ever, a hasty question. We have applied
both these pure emblems to some of our
friends, who were ripe for heaven, when they
were removed from the earth. Our memory
lingers upon the beauty, as well as upon the
strength, of ertain features of their character
dhd spirit.  We said when they died, and have
often whispered to ourselves since, O that I
were as ‘“ meet for the inheritance of the saints
in light!”  Yea, in regard"to some of the living
in Jerusalem, we feel that their character is
wuly lovely. It is not,spotless;® but it is
very transpardut in integrity and behevolence.
It is mot “alreadysperfect;” but like light, it
B shmfng more and more unto the perfect day.
Some of .ou.r pious friends have *suth worth of

character, that their censure “or approbatign
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weighs with us, like the decisions of a second
conscience, in our bre'ast, we have such'entire
confillence in their candour and prudence, in
their discernment and uprightness. Thus there
are both Fathers and Mothers in Israel, whose
holiness we feel to be very beautiful. Even
the world cannot withhold homage from it; it
is so consistent. And in the fold of the Church,
there are both sheep and lambs, which so hear
the voice and follow the steps <of the Good
Shepherd, that we can casily believe in their
case, how He who laid down his life for them,
should lead them genfly, and even “ carry,them
in his bosom,” when the way is rugged, or
their strength exhausted.

Thus, there is some holinéss on earth
worthy of adr::irat"ion, as wtll 43 of imitation,
The i image of God upon the soul, a]though not
genel al, and never perfect in "this world, Is yet

to be seen here Wud there, like “a lxly amongst
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tho: ns,” lovely in itself and illustrious by con-
trast. , Neither the Abrabams nor the Sarabs,
the Zecchariahs nor the Elizabeths, the Ragchels
nor the Marys of antiquity, are without paral-
lels in our own timés, or without ‘successors in
our spheres.

““ But none of them,” itsmay be said, ““ admire
their own character, or see any beauty in their
own holiness, We admire them ; but even the
best of them f}bhor themselves, and can neither
bear to speak nor think of their own excellence:
How is this?” It is easily accounted for.
Eminent holiness is always accompanied with
profrdund humility. Accordingly, even in Hea-
_ver.l, the Seraphim veil their facgs with their
wings, and the crowned.martyr uncgowns him-
self before the throne: no wonder, therefore,
if ehessaints on carth hide their faces in the”
dust of* self-abasement, when, they thirk or

speak abofit themselves. The beauty of angelic
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holiness—the beauty of Jrmovau’s glorious
holiness, is before their eyes vividly and con-
stantly; and I its prescnce, they may well
say, p Behold, I am vile, and abhor myself:"”
for as the natural eye feels uothing but its own
weakness when it gazes upon the meridian sun,
s0 the eye of the mind can see nothing but de-
formity and imperfection in the heart and cha-
racter, when he gazes upon the infinite and im-
maculate purity of the Godhead. No saint,
who comprehends at all the hcigh’ts or depths,
the lengths or breadths, of the Divine image,
can ever be satisfied v.vith his own holiness, or
ccase to be ashamed of it, until he awake in
heaven in all the beauty of the moral image of
God. “ As for me,” said David, “l shall b(,‘
satistied when 1 awake in thy llkeness Thus
ae who recognised in earthly holmess the heau

ty of.the morning dew, was not satisfizd with

its purity or splendour.  He saw in t also, as
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in Aew, an evanescence, and a weakness, and .
a sedjment, which filleds bimself with shame,
and kept him from complimenting others. Still
whilst this is, and ever ought to be, the hum-
bling effect of clear and solemn views of Divine
Holiness, it is of himselfs,+not of his holy prin-
ciples themselves, that w Christian is thus
ashamed. He does not think lightly of the
work of thg Holy Spirit upon his heart and
gonsci{:nce, because he thinks meanly of him-
self. He does not confound the Spirit with
the flesh, nor the law of his mind with the law
in his members, when judging of his own cha-
racter. He sees, indeed, far more evil than
goc;d in himself; but he no more cglls the good
evil, than he .calls the evil good. He is more
pained by the plagues of his heart, than pleased
with s best feelings or principles : hut still,
he is,very thankful for whateves grace he*has

obtained.
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In making these distinctions I do not forget,
that there are times,”(and these not few nor
far Letween, in the case of some holy men and
women,) when a real Christian is so absorbed
and shocked by the plague‘s of his heart, that
he is ready to wunchristianize himself entirely.
In the hurry and agitation of these awful mo-
ments, he does confound the Spirit with the
flesh : and instead of saying, like Paul, ¢ in me
(that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing,”
he says, “in me, soul, body, or spirit, dwelleth
no good thing.” He forgets the law of his
mind, whilst the law, of sin and death is thus
in fearful power. '

These volcanic bursts of the old nature are not,
however, s¢ lasting as'tlxey are qverwhelming.
Even whilst they do last, they are so deplored
and hated, and loathed by the Christiarf Lim-
self, ‘that it .is quite obvious td others,however

he may overlook. the facts, that neithier his will



EMBLEMS QF OLINLSS. 117

nor "his taste is a comsenting party to the re-
belliorr within, The horfor it creates, proves
th.at he loves holiness. The old man doe®not
rebel in this way, where there is no attempt
nor desire ‘to ‘ put on the new man, which is
created after the image of*God.” Both *righte-
ousness and true holiness ”” have struck their
roots deep into the heart, which thus bleeds
and is ready®to break, when nature overpowers
grace. Indeed, it is ‘“the root of the mat-

’

ter,” making room for striking itseif deeper
and spreading itself wider, that causes this
convplsion and struggling®among the roots and
brzgnches of indwelling sin.  Accordingly,
Paul said, “when I would do good, evil is pre-
sent with met” And again, *“ whed the com-
mandment cae, sin revived.” Thus it is only
in the heart which tries to. delight in the lawq
of God,uthat this strong rebellidn s much felt
>

o noticed. There, however, it creates posi-
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tive wretchedness whilst it lasts; and when it
subsides, who can tell’ the joy of a Christian ?
‘It ig~ joy unspeakable, when his gracious prir'n-
ciples begin to lift up their heads again after
the conflict: and it is ¢ full of glory,” when
he finds himself lookilg again with some faith
and hope to Christ and Ioliness. Then, like
Paul, he adds, ¢“Thanks be unto God who
giveth us the victory through our”Lord Jesus
Christ:” this sweet song follows the Dbittel
ery, “ O wretched man that I am! who shall
deliver me from the body of this death?”
Thus a Christian nouv only rallies after anpa-
rent defeat, but also learns the worth of his
holy principks, which kept sin hateful when:
it was most headstrong, and holiness beautiful
whilst most opposed. In ,ordinary circum-
'stances, however, much caution is requisite, in
rightly dividingrour attention between the *ne-

cessity and the beauty of holiness. Far better
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foll®w it, simply because without it no one shall
“see ¢he Lord,” than fdllow it ostentatiously,
to be “seen of men.” The Pharisees f6¥got
th.is, and became equally legal and lofty. As
soon as they thought themselves righteous,
they despised others. % Qtand aside,” soon
grew out of the boast,.“I am holier than
thou.,” This melancholy fact should teach us
to be even %ealous of our own hearts. They
#re capable of being ¢ puffed up,” by moral,
as well as by intellectual superiority. Self-
complacency can plume itself upon graces, as
well gs upon gifts.

We must not, however, learn more from the
wvarning example of the,Pharisees® than it was
intended to t@ach. Now it never was held up
to convey or shggest the i'd'ea, that true holi-
ness could betray us into pride or self-righteous-
ness. Noz the f'arthel; we follow real holiness,

the farther we shall be from van'ity and legality,
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and the lower we shall lie at the foot of the
cross, and at the fodtstool of the meroy-seat.
1iievholiest of the holy men and women of old,
were always the humblest of their gcneratio;l:
and for this obvious reason ;—they made the
law of God the standard, and the image of
God the model, of their holiness: and with
these infinite mirrors for ever beforc them,
they could neither admire themselves, nor
divide their confidence between faith and works.

It was ceremonial holiness that betrayed the
Pharisees. They made righteousness to con-
sist in repeating a certain number of prayers;
in paying the regular tithes, and in observing
the stated feasts and' festivals of the temple
In these thkings they were more precise or more
ostentatious than *others; and #hus they came
to despise others, and to flatter themselives.
Not' a maneof©them, lxgwevef; would ‘or ‘could

have done so, i¥ he had studied hLoliness in the



EMBLEMS OF JIOLINESS. 121

moral law, or in the revealed image of God.
Eithers of these, if homestly contemplated,
would have been a  schoolmaster” to by
them to Christ. For, who can look at the
perfection required by the law, or at the purity
implied in conformity to #lfe Divine image, and
not see that a justifying Saviour and a sancti-
fying Spirit are equally necessary in order to
her salvatiom? This soul that is intent upon
wuc holiness, must depend on Christ and Grace
entirely, or despair entirely: for all the natural
reasons of duty are moral reasons for despair.
Mediatorial reasons only«an give either heart
or hope to the soul, in the face of a law that
sequires absolute perfection, andeof a heaven
which admitsenothing that defileth.

Now, we came,to the peint for close self-
examination. We have seen that there are
two extfemes, t@ which we ares equally prone,

by turns; sloth and self-complacency. By
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.~ which of these are we most frequently” be~
trayed? If by slotl—we have most need to
“surky the necessity of holiness. The con-
viction, that without holiness we cannot see
the Lord, is very weak, if we can relax in duty,
or leave the state bf our hearts to accident.
Whenever we reckon®it a trouble to take pains
with our habits and spirit before God, we are
upon the highway to backsliding. Both the
heart and the conscience are. perverted i.:
no small degree, when watchfulness or effort
ceases; and when either ceases, under any ex-
cuse or pretence drawn from the grace of God,
it is high time to take alarm at ourselves: for
even our understanding is far perverted, if we
can pervert-Grace into an apology for idleness
and inconsistency. ¢+ O yes; a blight has fallen
upon the eyes of our understanding, as well as
upon the teuderness of our conscience, if we

can tamper with'express law because free Grace
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abotinds. For, what convert did not sce, at:
first, more in grace, thanseven in law, to bind
him to circumspect holiness? We certoimty”
sa.w notking in the Cross or the Covenant, to
release us-from hig.h moral obligation or ha-
bitnal watchfulness, with we first looked to
them for mercy to pardoh and grace to help.
We intended and desired no compromise then,
between Gosl and the world. If, therefore, we
mow imagine ghat we sce in the Cross or the
Covenant any thing to warrant or wink at
whal our own conscience condemns, our ¢ eye
is cvil:” for there is neither sanction nor shield
in them to protect any wrong habit or temper.
They reign and remain to crucefy us to the
world, and the world to us: and therefore our
glorying in them is not goad, so far as it ad-
mits & compromise betwecn sin and duty.

but neither s’trong.nor startling assertions,

»
lowever solemn and severe, Will remedy this
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evil effectually. Warnings, even declamafions,
do not reach the robt of it. Many who can
say as loudly as Paul, that his *damnation
is just, who sins because grace abounds,” do
not like Paul make the abounding ‘of grace a
universal and daily reason for abonnding in
holiness. They do not venture, indeed, to sin
or compromise upon a large.scale, because
grace abounds; but they do some things, and
leave other things undone, which they wouid
not, and durst not, if grace did not abound. 1
mean, that were certain habits and tempers
beyond the high-flood mark of the spring-tides
of mercy, and known to be unpardonable, there
would be a speedy rush of many from the dr;
places they now occuapy, to the spot washed by
the waves of pardon. It iy, tierefore, by re-
garding some wrong things as not unsafe nor
unpardonatle, that many persist in them.

They would give them up at once and entirely,
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if tiey deemed them fatal, or utterly irrecon-

cileable with a state of grace. Now this,
although not exactly sinning because gimer
abounds, is very like it. For if a man do
what he would not dare, if he counted it un-
pardonable, it is very evident that the abound-
ing of grace, in some way, is lis secret reason,

although not his assigned one. He does not,
indecd, say..‘“ Let us sin” to any extent, ““ be-
gause grace abounds;” but he evidently thinks,

or tries to think, that he is not actually and

altogether perilling or disproving his own

hopcs by his own indulgepces. In a word,

has some way of making out to himself, that
_hls own faults are not incompatible with being
really in a state of grace; and, therefore,

although he dges not exacyly justify them, he
docs mot correct them, nor’is he much afraid of
them. *‘ Gracey” he says, *“ has to bears with
something® wrong, even in the best: and as my

M3
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besetting sin is not of the very worst kind;
and as there are some sins I would not co'mmit,
And some duties I would not neglect, for
worlds, nor on any account whatever, I am
not surely presuming vesy much, when I
reckon myself in a, gtate of grace, notwith-
standing all my faults.” Thus, it is rather
some perverted notion about the securities of a
state of grace, than direct and determinate pre-
sumption upon the abounding of grace, that
betrays many into a lax holines;, or into al-
lowed inconsistencies of character and temper.
I do not, therefore, confound such persons
with those who ¢ turn the grace of God into
licentiousness :” but I do remind you and my-
self, and that with warning andaweeping 80-
lemnity, that this was the‘ﬁrs‘l' step of the
antinomian process 'by which the primitive
compromiser“s became licentioys apostates and

judicial reprobatgs. They began their unholy
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carear by trying to bend grace into a shelter
for some one favourite sin; and, having per-
suaded themselves that one was not fatal, thoy
weént on from bad to worse, until they drowned
themselves, in perdltion. At first they threw
the cloak of Christian liherty over a few faults;
by and by, over manys aund, at last, they
made it ““ a cloak for licentiousness” itself.
Now this, we not ouly do not want to do,

but we abhor it as much as we dread it. It
would be any thing but gratifying to us, if
grace could be thus perverted with safety.
What xe are inclined or tempted to wish for
is, such a forbearance or winking at what is
'\w:)ng about us, as shall allow our, faults to go
on, without exactly throWing us out, of a state
of grace, befgre we find jt convenient and
agineable to give them up: for we intend to
crucjfy, veventually, the very thipgs we now try

. .
to excuse. * We even promise fo ourselves and
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- to God, that they shall not go on to the end of
life, nor so near to it ,as to darken or embitter
evvdeath-bed.  What a shame, then, to yield
now to any thing we are thus pledged to con-
quer hereafter! Why, if our general character
i1s rather consistent than inconsistent, should
we allow, even for amother day, any fault or
flaw, which pains can cure, and prayer efface,
to remain ? It would cost us far Jess trouble
to correct at once the worst fault we have, thap
it costs to get over the misgivings of heart and
the twinges of conscience, which that fault
occasions in the closet and at the sacrament.
Besides, we have already made greater sélcri-
fices to conscience and duty, than any we ha‘we’
to make, ,All our gre:ft sins are,given up for
ever, and’willingly too: and ghall the little
ones lold us in bondage ?

Do we feel, in the presence of these ex-

posures and remonstrances, any tuclination



(8%
o=

EMBLEMS OF SIIOLINESS. I

to siy,— Why this is making Grace as strict<
as Law could be: what then is the advantage

of being under grace, instead of law, if%

much circumspection and impartiality be re-

qQuisite ?”

Here is the advantage® **“ sin then shall not
have the dominion over® us, if we be under
grace : and if we reckon this no advantage, we
do not understand the Law well, nor Grace
aright.

Are we half-inclined to try the question in
another form, and to say, * Still, as something
wropg will remain, do whatever we may, why
not let that fault remain, which we find most
«lifficult to conquer? Might there not come a
worse in its place ?”

I will not c#ll this pleading for sin. It may
be  merely put forward as clever casuistry, to
evafle close reasbning,. which we have no' wish

S .
to set aside. Indeed, no Christian would dare
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' to vindicate a sin, great or small, by name.
He must regard even his chief fault.as an
nthrmity, or a weakness, or an imperfection,
before he can plead or apologize for it. ‘As
sin—he has not a word £o say on its behalf.
You at least, have not one.

Let, therefore, the emblems of holiness which
the Holy Ghost teaches by, suggest to you all
that he intends. That, of courge, will seem
more than you can acquire; but it will enalfe
you to do better than those do who compare
themselves only with others. Scriptural figures
are not fancies. ‘“It scems to the honour
of religion, that so many things can, without
the art of forcing resemblances, be accommo
dated to its illl_;stration. It is as evident and
remarkabié fact, that there:is % certain prin-
ciplq‘of corrcspond;’nce to religion throughout
the economy of the world. He that made all

things for himself, appears to have willed thet
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they should be a great system of EMBLEMS,
reflecting or shadowing forth that system of
principles in which we are to apprehend Hiui,
an.d our relations and obligations to Him: so
that religion, standir;g up in grand parallel to
an infinity of things, ret¢ives their testimony
and homage, and speaks With a voice which is
echoed by creation.”—Foster. The justness
of these profound and splendid remarks is al-
r.ost self-evident in the emblem of Dew, The
Listory of dew is a figurative history of con-
VERSION ; and, in its leading features, so strik-
ingly similar, that if dew had been created for
no other purpose but to image forth the * new
~reation,” it could hardly be more characteristic.

The design of God in establishing and point-
ing out the resmmblances beiween natural and
spirftual things is obvious. He thus places us
so, that, whethel we are in the house or the

fields, we may have before us “ lively oracles”
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of his great salvation : at home, in the DBible;
abroad, in nature. For, as prophet unto pro-
piret, and apostle unto apostle, so ““day unto
day uttereth speech, and night unto ni(ght
teacheth knowledge,"—tliere being no voice
of nature which does'not echo some voice of

Revelation.

Thus, the oriciN of dew is an emblem of
human society in its natural state. The ori-
ginal elements of dew are as verious in thew
character, as the diversified states in which
water and moisture exist on the earth. Now
they exist in swamps and scas, in marshes and
meadows, in stagnant pools and running
streams, in fetid plants and fragrant flowerss
but wherever water l‘ies or lurks, whether in
the chalice of a rose or in the mcess of a Eank,
it must undergo the same change, and pass .

. . - 3
from' fluid to €apour, before ‘it becomes dew.

.
As water, 1t cahnot, however pure or polluted,
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ascend into the atmosphere, nor refine itself
into dew : it may undergo changes of taste,
colour, and smell, according to the channels it
lies in and Hows on; but into dew it will not
turn, until it is cXhaled in vapour by the
sun.

Now, the moral, like the natural world, has
its putrid marshes and its pure streams—its
calm lakes and its stormy oceans ; for although
ro class of mankind is naturally holy, some
classes are comparatively pure, and others
arossly vile.  There are, in society, the decent
and the indelicate, the hymane and the cruel,
the cool and the passionate, the upright and
the dishonest. These distinctions between
man and man are as visible as thpse of land
and water ou thie globe, and as real as the dif-
fercnée between spring and pit water. But no
nataral amiableness of dispesition, now any

acquired refinement of charaeter, amounts to
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“ true holiness.” The best, in common with
the worst, ¢ must be born again” befqre they
can enter into the kingdom of God : for, as
water, in its purest state, must be exhaled
into vapour before it can be transmuted into
dew, so both the mcral and the immoral must
be regenerated beforc they can cnter heaven.
Education may purify the mauners, but only
faith can purify the heart : love of character may
secure external decorum, but only the love of
Christ can secure internal holiness, Thus far
the resemblance holds good.

Again; the agency by which dew is pro-
duced from all the varictics of water, is an em-
blem of that spiritual agency by which the
varietics of human character are, transformed
into the Divine image. Ngw,the sun is the
grand agent in the natural world, by wuich
porthﬁs of all waters are changed into vapour.

His heat, operating on their surface, produces
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exhalations wherever it touches, drawing va-
pour from the wide expagse of the ocean and
from the weedy pool; from the brackish river
an'd from the sweet brook. And the sun is the
only luminary of ‘heaven that exhales the
waters. The moon regulates their tides, and the
stars irradiate their surface; but the united
rays of both are insufficient to evaporate in-
gredients fos a single dewdrop. It is the sun
which draws from the earth, into the atmo-
sphere, the elements of this beautiful fluid: in
like manner, it is ¢ the Sun of Righteousness”
alone that draws sinners from the fearful pit of
the curse, and from the miry clay of corruption.
The attractive influence of his cnoss is to us
what the hegt of the sun is to themoisture of
the earth—thg qnly drawing power. Other
devtrlues may, like the moen, produce regular
tides of formal worship, anas like the stars,

]
brighten the surface of the ‘character ; but
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they shine too cold to regenerate the heart or
purify the conscience. Thus, Arianisv, al?
though it shone in the brightness of learning
and ecthics during the last century, had no
spiritual attraction : it drew small numbers
from the Church te’the Meeting; but none
from the world to Géd—as the God of salva-
tion. SociNlanism also has, of late, shone in
the heat of proselyting zeal; but the only effect
is, that some of the young, who formerly cared
nothing about religion, are become flippant
speculators, and many of the speculators
masked Deists. It is notorious that the sys-
tem has made the young ‘“ heady and high-
minded,” ané the old callous. Many of botl
are, indeed; intelligent ‘and upright ; but these
were 50 before they embrace? tie system, and
would. be what they are under any ‘méral
systetn, ‘wbile tkeir local and relative circtim-

stances continut the same. And what have
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the classically elegant lectures on morals,,
vhich ;sound from so many pulpits, done for
the young or old ? Except maintaining a
routine of formal worship, and raising an ig-
norant clamour agaibst evangelical truth, they
have left parishes and districts as they found
them—Jocked up in the icebergs of apathy and
self-delusion. And such must ever be the ef-
fects of legad preaching, because it is not God’s
appointment for winning souls. He no more
intends to save’ sinners by the law, than to
evaporate the waters by the moon or the stars,
The law, like these luminaries, is a light to our
feet in ¢“ the new and living way;”" but ouly the
Sun of Righteousness, shining in, the Gospel,
can draw us Lnto that why. * The dew of his
youth” can oyly be formed by his own influ-
ence.® Thus far, also, the Yarallel is just.
Agaiti; the secret process by which the ex-
haled vapours are turned imto dew, is an

N 3
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emblem of that Divine operation by which the
Holy Spirit makes sinners ¢ new creatyres ir
Christ Jesus.” The precise agent in nature,
by which vapour is condensed into dew, is not
known : whether it is by cold or by electricity,
or by both, is still asenuch a mystery as when
God asked Job from the whirlwind, ¢ Who
hath begotten the drops of dew?” In like
manner, although we know that the Holy
Spirit is the agent who changes the heart,
by making the Gospel power unto salvation,
we are ignorant of the nature of his operations.
Whether they are partly physical, or wholly
moral, i1s unknown. ‘‘The wind blox:veth
where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound
thereof, but, canst not tell whence it cometh,
or whither it goeth: so is every one that is
born_of the Spirit.” But we do know wual is
much better—that his sacred influences are in-

separably connected with the conscientious use
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of thie means of grace, and forthcoming in an:
.wer tp serious prayer. 'I;his we know ; that as
water exposed to the sun will be evaporated in
part, and water excluded from the sun will
never become dew, so we may expect Divine
influcnce in the use «of divinely-appointed
means, and can look for none if they are neg-
lected.

Again ; the similarity of dewdrops in pure-
ness and beayty, although formed from all the
varieties of vapour, is a fine emblem of that
uniform spirit which characterizes the diversified
classes of mankind, who are brought to believe
on Christ for salvation. There is what may
be called a family likeness prevailing through-
out the dewgrops of tffe morning, They dif-
fer in size ; buf they are a]l transparent, ten-
de:, and pure. This is the more remarkable,
seeing *their original elements were so differ-

ent : part® of the vapour was drawn from the
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riny deep, and part from the putrid fens;
portions of it from the slimy pool, and por-
tions from the steaming surfs. Now, that
the exhalations from springs and rivulets, from
the herbs of the field and the flowers of the
garden, should return.to the earth in sweet
dews, is not surprising : but that the gross and
tainted vapours should return sweet and pure,
is wonderful!  And yetall this is realized under
the Gospel. The sinner drawn from the very
dregs of society, and the sinner drawn from a
respectable family—the convert from sensu-
ality, and the convert, from intellectual pride —
the wanderer returning from vice, and the
wandering repouncing vanity—become alike in
their leading views, piinciples, and feelings:
they build their hopes on the, same foundation,
ascribe their escape to the same grace, ana 2im
at the same kind and degree of holinoss.

“ Whosoever” kath the hope of eternal life
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“«in’ Christ,” « purifieth  himself,” even as
(“hristds pure. Converts,differ, indeed, in the
degree of their knowledge, gifts, and graces—
as .the dewdrops in their size; but, like them,
they are all partakers of a new nature, and
each, compared with wht* he was before con-
version, “ a new creature‘’in Christ Jesus.”
Again; the refreshing and fertilizing influ-
ence of the dew is a fine emblem of the salutary
itfluence of cenverts in their respective fami-
lies and spheres. The dew cools the sultry air,
revives the parched herbage of the earth, and
bathgs the whole landscape in renovated
beguty : and, in like manner, holy familics are
karmonious—holy churches tranguil.  Even
an individualsconvert is not withoud a portion
of sweet influenceein his cirele ; the change in
his character and spirit suggests to others the
necessity and the possibility of.-being changed

tyo; and thus ¢ they that dwell under his
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shadow revive as the corn, and grow as the
vine.” His example distils as dew upon the ter.-
der herb, quickening the formal to the power of
godliness, and awakening the careless to con-
sideration. Thus the pious are the salt of the
earth. The absence f dew would not be more
fatal to the natural® world, than the. want of
converts to the moral world. Were they with-
drawn, or were their succession to cease, even
the general morality of society would with~r
and sink far below its present standard and
strength.

Again ; the dew is regularly drawn up
again by the sun, when it has refreshed the
earth ; and ds thus a fine emblem of the first
resurrectios, when all the saintg shall ascend
to meet the Sun of Righteougness in the air.
No_scene of nature is more lovely thgn 4 sam-
mer “landscape. at suurise, when evety field,

grove, and hedge is spangled with morning
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dew. The drops seem to sparkle with cou-
Leiouse delight at the approach of the sun—
climbing, as he ascends, to the top of every
le;f, as if impatient to meet him in the air.
Every admirer of na.(urc has noticed this scene,
and watched the dewy %hpour rising like in-
cense from the golden cenlser of summer.  Who
has not gazed with rapture on the glowing
myriads of 8ewdrops, when each of them is a
thiniature of the sun which gilds them ?  And,
when the Sun of Righteousness shall arise on
the morning of the resurrection, the heirs of
glory will be as numerous and beautiful as the
dey from the womb of the morning—all in the
heauty of holiness; for they ‘“shall be like

Him, when they sce him as he is.”



No. IV,
A MATRON'S TIMIDITY EXPLAINED

Prrrect conformity to the Divine image
exists only in the Divine presence! Only those
who see God face to face, are hely as God is
holy. Until we see Him as He actually is, ve
cannot be fully like him. Nothing but ¢ oper
vision”” can produce an entire moral resemblance
between our spirit und the Father of spirits.
They little know what perfection means, who
imagine that“they are “ already perfect.” Those,
however, ale quite as ignorant,-and more cri-
minal, who are nét trying <o perfect holiness
in the fear of God. They are cemainly very .
weak in intelléct, who reckon themselves spot-

less in heart or character: but they are weaker
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in conscience and in all principle, who are conm
went tg be imperfect, or ngt much concerned to
keep themselves unspotted from the world.
Al.]d, alas, there are far more of the latteér class,
than of the former. * The visionaries of Perfec-
tion are but few in numlsers, and small in influ-
“ence : whereas, the trulklers to allowed and
needless Imperfection, are many and mighty.
The name of the Inconsistent is «“ Legion.”
How do we fecl, when we say to ourselves,
or when it is proved to us from Scripture and
Experience, ¢ that perfection is impossible out
of Heaven 7”7 Are we glad to hear this? Isit
gopd news to us? We make a very bad use of
i+, if we employ the fact to excuse our besetting
sin, or to exempt us from the troubde of watch-
fulness and selfedenial. It was never revealed
by God, nor avowed by His ministers, for this
unholy f)urpose God dec]‘ued 1t, and Prdphets

and Apostles confessed it, in order that con
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“.cious Imperfection might not drive the followers
of Holiness to despair ~ The talkers abeut he-
liness do not nced the fact, although they use
it. Their imperfection, as they call it, neither
alarms nor humbles them. They are on very
good terms with what is bad in their habits:
indeed, quite in love with the sin that most
easily besets them. It would be no gratifica-
tion to them, to be redeemed front its present
power. They intend, of course,-to give it wp
some time, and in time enough (as they think)
to leave it still pardonable, or not fatal: but,
like Augustine,  not'now.”

Not thus lightly, however, do sins or short-
comings sit ipon the conscience, or affect th~
hopes of gudly women. They kave to prove
their faith by thewr works;* v confirm their
hopes by their holiness; to make their c‘aﬂing
and électior: sure, by a growing likeness to

Him, to whose image Believers are ¢ predesti-
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nated to be conformed.”” To them, therefore
it is woth a solemu and, startling matter, to
miss some features of the Divine image in their
(:h:u‘acter; and others in their spirit ; and to
find all thefeatures (.>f that image so indistinct
and unsettled!  This distevery causes in them
great scarchings and sinkings of heart before
God. Indeed, somecthing of both continues
with a Christian through life.  She is never
fally ““satisfied” with her own picty.  Like
David, she never can be satisfied with herself,
until she awake in heaven in all the beauties
ol ghat holiness, which is the express moral
image of God.

This is one great characteristic of a real
Christian : she never is, and newer can Dbe,
quite satisficd with the degree of her own picty.
She may, indeed, be quite satisfied that it is of
the nng. kind, both as to its principles a1 spi-

- { . .
Jit, so far as it goes: but she never thinks that
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¥t has gone far enough. She may bhave no
doubt of its sincerity towards God, nor*of ifs
salutary influence over herself and her family,
nor of its usefulness in her sphere of action :
but still, it comes short of her wishes, and even
fills her with shame and sorrow. She is not
satisfied with herself, whoever else 'may ap-
prove or applaud her. Indeed, nothing hum-
bles her more than compliments trom others.
Not that she is indifferent to the'good opiniot
of others: but she fecls that if they knew her
heart as she knows it, they would not think so
highly of her. For she is conscious of coldress,
where they see nothing but warmth: of igno-
rance, where they recognise wisdom : of earth:
ly-mindedness, where ‘they ackmowledge spi-
rituality and heavenly-mindednéss.  Like Paul,
a real Christian woman feels herself ¢ less thian
the least .of all saints,” even when shel stands

highest.in public estimation.



TIMIDITY EXPLAINED. 144

Were this fact well understood, as being
}.na(‘u,nstw of true ]ut,ty, it would prevent
many Christians from unclnutmnz,,mg them-
sefves so often as they do. They imagine, be-
cause they are so d¥satisfied with themselves,
that the satisfaction wljgh others cxpress, is
more from kiadness then wisdom, or rather
friendly than prudent. They wish to think
themselves as sincere, right, and safe, as their
friends say; but they are afiaid to conclude
that they really are so. “ Should I not have
the witness in myself, if 1 were, indeed, a child
of God ?” is their answer, to many a prayer and
appeal which treats them as daughters of the
Lord God Almighty. “ Your arguments may

be very true in your oWn case ayd in that of

»”

others,” they gy “ but you cannot arguc me
ou’ of my own feelings, not persuade me against
my own consciousness. I am not satisfied
with eith® my faith or my repentance; my

o 2
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Lrayers or experience : and for this solid reason ;
—1I sec so much in my heart that is bad, and
so little in my life ‘that really glorifies God,
that I can hardly conceive how there could be
any grace where there is s¢ much coldness and
deadness. *“ O wretched that I am, who shall
deliver me from the body of this death!”
This self-dissatisfaction is, however, a very
satisfactory proof of real piety, in all cases
where a real effort is made to be holy in hearf
and life.  There is no great effort to be so,
wherever there is self-satisfaction. Those who,
like the Laodiceans, are pleased with th‘em-
selves, are, like them, an ‘* abomination” un}o
the Lord. They both thought and said, that
they had ““ peed of nothing.” They took for
granted, that they were enlightened enough,
clothed enough, ana enrichc;d cnough, w0 be
quite , safe, or gn the right side for Ewrnity

But, what did Christ say to them? ¢ Thou
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art wretched, and miserable, and poor, aud
Mind, and naked.” Thus the men who imagined
that they had nced of nothing, were found
wénting in every thing, when weighed in the
balance of the Santtuary, by the Saviour of
the Church.

Here is the awful consequence of calculating
how little piety will just suffice for safety at
last. The Laodiceans seem to have reckoned
to a l'ractior:, how little would do. Their
question had evidently been, not how much
God required, nor how much they could culti-
vate, nor what would be the advantage of emi-
nent piety : but just, how much is absolutely
nécded, in order to any chance of escape at
last? And whenever aswoman comes to reckon
in this way, she is sure to let nothing into her
list of duties or graces, which she can keep out.
The moment she is so infatuated by slgth or

worldliness, as to driVe a bargain in religion,
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she will drive a hard lbargain with it;"m)d
thus cheat herself to a certainty, whilst trying
to cheat it. This i's inevitable, whenever a
woman tampers with the question,—where can
1 stop with safety in the path of holiness ?
She 1s sure to stop wherever she dislikes to
go, and to make her own convenience limit the
meaning of God's requirements.

Now although there may be .hoth some
weakness and waywardness in the spirit of
those Cliristians, who give way to doubts and

’

fears, and who “ write bitter things™ against
themsclves, whenever  they do not fecl as they
wish, still, their spirit is noble and wise, com-
pared with tlie spirit of the woman, who cares
nothing about how she Teels or acts in religion,
if she can only keep down the, fear of perishing,
There is no comparison : it is all contrase, he-
tween- a doubting Christian, and a heedless or

licartless professor.
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In saying this, however, nothing is farthee
ffom my design, than vingicating or even pal-
liating the habit of doubting. It is a bad
lxa;)it; although infinitely a better one than
the habit of taking ;'or granted that all is right
before God, when there®i$ nothing flagrantly
wrong before men. Still, it is bad: and in
this way. Itltempts some who witness it to
doubt the p?)wcr of the Gospel; or the trath
of the promites; or the freencss of grace.
The doubting Christian Tierself does not ques-
tion these things. All her misgivings of heart
arise from what she thinks and feels herself to
be ; and not from any suspicion of the frecness
c* power of the grace of God. This distinction
is not, however, noticed by all obser%ers. Some
look only on tle Surface of such a case; and,
when they see a serious and consistent woman,
withouit' comfort, and almost witheut hope at

ymes, they strongly suspect, either that the Gos-
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‘pel is not such good news as Ministers say, or
that prayer is not sn surely answered as the
Promises seem to imply. Accordingly, when
recent converts sec cases of this kind, they are
tempted to doubt whether they may not pray
in vain too, or strive to no purpose.  Those,
again, who want dn excuse for weglecting
prayer, or for remaining undecided, seize upon
such cases with avidity, and pretend to be
discouraged by them, or warran.ed fromn thein
to doubt whether religion is enjoyment.

Now to both classes I would say, you are
equally wrong, in the conclusions you thus
draw from the sadness and suspense of weak
Believers.  They may seem to have no enjor-
ment in religion, and tmay evenrsay that they
find no comfort: but, ask' ti.em to give up
religion, for the pleasures of sin; pr0p'0s3, to
them a returg to the world for ha;piness;

offer to them the sweetest cup of earthly en-
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joyment, in exchange for that cup of salvation,
which ghey hold in their 'lmnd without ventur-
ing to drink freely of the living water ;-—will
the.y make the exchange, or even listen with
patience to- the prop’osal? No indeed. They
will tell you at once, that however unhappy
they may feel, they would be miserable, yea,
unspeakably wretched, were they to take up
with any catthly portion whatever. Not for
tén thousand. worlds, would they turn their
back upon the Saviour or Holiness.

And, is there no grace in this state of mind ?
Has prayer been unanswered, where the heart
thus prefers to follow Christ even in darkness,
rather than forsake him for the things of time
or scnse?  Yea, is ther.e not enjowment, or, at
least, cause fore ¢omfort, in a state of mind
which thus prefers the Divine favour and image,
to all ‘that the world calls good or great?

Tor, what but grace,—special, saving, sancti-
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fying grace, could have wrought this change
in the natural spiritrof the mind, which is +of
the earth, earthy? Did doubting Christians
reason in this way on their own case, they
could not long doubt the reality of their con-
version, o

Nor is this the only thing which proves that
a saving work of grace has been begun in
them, by the Spirit of God. The sad light
in which they see themselves, arises from the
true light in which they see the character ot
God. Had they seen less of His glory, they
would be less ashamed of themselves. 1t is
because His character is much before their
minds, that their own character stands so low
in their estimation. Were they,only compar-
ing themselves with others, or their present
selves with their former selves, they would be
more satisfied with themselves: but they are

contrasting themselves with infinite purity ;
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with perfect excellence ; with unchangeable
lioliness : and this progess of judging, just
produces the same effect upon them, which it
ha.d upon Patriarchs, Prophets, and Apostles.
Doubtirrg Christians overlook this fact, and
in the hurry and flutter % the moment, forget
that the-most eminent samnts of old, had exactly
the same opinion of themselves, whenever
they had the same clear and solemn views of
the glorious majesty of Jehovah. Who said,
when his eyes saw the true character of God,
“ I abhor myself?” It was Job. Who said,
when he saw the glory of God in the Temple,
“ BWoe is me, I am undone?”” It was Isaiah.
Who fell at the Saviour’s feet as Uead, when he
bowed the heavens over Patmos, and appeared
in his original géoty ? It was John, the disciple
whom Jesus loved. Who said, ‘¢ So foolish
and ig\;norant was I:.I was as a Jeast before
thee 2” when he understood that the prosperity

P
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&7 the wicked was no token of the Divine favour,
not the trials of the righteous any impeact.ment
of the wisdom or the equity of Providence? It
was Asaph.

And, were thesc men not true belicvers, be-
cause thus overwhelmed by a scnse of their
own vilencss and unworthiness ? Why; it was
their high and holy views of God and the
Lamb, that laid them thus low ih their own

’

estimation. “ No strange thing,” thereforé,
has happened, when even some exemplary
Christians are thus troubled, when they think
of God. In such cases, He has manifested
himself unto them, not only as he does not
unto the woild, but also differently from the
manifestatioh of his prcs\éncc to othier Christians.
I mean, that God brings tha: *iew of his own
character before the mind of each of his cl‘xil('lren

whicli is best Suited to each of them. Some

could not bear to see much of His gloriovs
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majesty ; and, therefore, God manifests hiss-
sell to them, chicfly as a tender Father and a
vrut,chful Shepherd.  Others agam cannot bear
indulgence, without presuming upon it, or
being betrayed l.)y. it into some wrong spiiit;
and He keeps them low and fearful, thut they
may be humble and watchful.  DBut there is
not less paternal love in the one case than in
the other” He is equally training both for
Heaven, although each by a different process
of fatherly discipline.

You, thercfore, if rather cheered on in the
path of holiness by the soft light of God’s coun-
tenance, than kept in check from the broad way
by awful views of God, have no occasion to
suspect yout piety because youl spirit is not
ovcr'whelmod.' And you have as little reason
to suspect your conversion, if, at times, almost
convulsed by your awiul views of God,.and of

» yourscll' before God. 'The question is—does
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tre light in which He chiefly manifests himself
to you, keep you afraid of sin, jealous of the
world, and counscientious in the duties of life
and godliness? That is the best light for you,
—which keeps you walking most hambly and
circumspectly with God. And whether the
light be lovely or solemn, it will keep you
dissatisfied with yourself, until you awake in
the image of God.

Another cause why some Christians are so
low in spirits and hope, is, that their sensc of
the greatness of the great salvation is more
than usually vivid. That salvation spreads
out before them in such vastness of grace and
glory, that they sink into nothing before it.
august presence. They can hafdly imagine
that it can be free to them. Tiley see nothing
in any of their own feelings towards ¢ so great
salvation,” at ah great enough or good enough

to prove that they truly value it. They find
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it impossible to bring up their love or faith, fo
¢ height worthy of its unspcakable worth.
Thus they lose sight of its freencss, by looking
so often and closely to its grandeur.

But are. they unlelievers, because they are
afraid to hope for a salwation which they thus
admire and adore? There is, indeed, unbelief,
in not venturing to hope as freely as they
wonder deeply : but it is not the unbeclief of
indifference, por of neglect, nor of formality.
It is not the unbelief of the natural mind, nor
of impenitence. It is humility sliding into
hesitation. It is dithdence sliding mto timidity.
For, who gave the doubting Christians such
lofty and adoring views of the. value of th:
great salvatiop ? Whefce came the light which
has so revealed, 'and irradiated to thewm, the
heighis and depths, the lengths and breadths
of the love of Christ. that they feel sos if
rothing 1&s than nngéh’c love to Tlim could be

r 3
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wrceptable love; or as if nothing shoxv‘ir; of
Abraham’s faith could be true faith?

I am not advocating nor excusing these
doubts and fears: but I am, and I avow it,
maintaining that their minds are not in na-
ture’s darkness, who thus see the glory of
salvation : that their Learts are not in sin’s or
the world’s bondage, who thus revere the great
salvation: that their spirit is no. untouched
by the Spirit of God, who thus hesitate be-
cause they think nothing good enough as a
welcome to that salvation.

I have no doubt of their piety or safety;
but 1 do stand in doubt of the woman who is
satisfied with either her faith or love towards
so great selvation. Ii must seem but very
little to the woman who sceg enough in her
own feelings and character to do justice to all
its 2laims.  Again, therefore, I affirm, that a
real Christian cannot be satisfied with herself,

ur.til she awake in the image of God.
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Anbthcr cause of fhat dissatisfaction wigh
tl:emsglves, which keeps the hopes and hearts
of some Christians very k;w, is, their high and
ho.ly estimate of the work and witness of the
Holy Spirit. His agency, or influence, means
so muck in their judgnseat, that they cannot
thiik how any thing they have felt, or are
capable of feeling, could amount to being
“born again of the Spirit.” Indeed, it is
caly by ascribing and giving credit to others,
for more fruits of the Spirit than others pos-
sess, that such persons can admit that any
change is a Divine change. They believe that
other Christians are much holier than they
seem ; and thus account for their being happier
than themselyes.

Now, althoughshere is some mistake in all
this, the error is on the safc side. Better rate
the work of the Holy Spirit ton high than- too

low. Belter hesitate to call any ordinary
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¢hange Divine, than call every moral improve-
ment regeneration, or every conviction cot.-
version. DBut there is no occasion for thus
going to either extremec. Neither the work
nor the witness of the Spirit is a doubtful
thing, wherever there is humility before God,
and an honest desire"to be like God. These
are principles which can neither be taught nor
learned without the Holy Spirit. They are
pot natural, and they are never acquired by
mere human effort. Indeed, no one tries or
wishes to be truly humble before God, until
the Spirit of God touch the heart.

Let uot, therefore, the timidity, nor even
the trembling, the doubts nor the fears, of

s

some ¢ holy. women,” dishearten.you, or draw
you into suspicions of the . efficacy of the
Gospel to console as well as to sanctity., It
can do both cgually. Its promises have ouly

to be as simply welcomed by your doubting
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friends, as its precepts are meekly obeyed by
thém, in order to the.s being as happy as they
are humble. Sheshbazzar would say to each
of t;mm, “ Woman. why weepest thou? Shake
the mulberry trees in the valley of Baca; and
make it a well; and thus ‘g0 from strength to
strength, until you appear before God in

Zion.”

The Iom Haccmirvrim, the great day of
Atonement, was drawing nigh; and, from
Dan to Beersheba, the Israelites were prepar-
ing to appear before God in Zion. ¢ The
songs of Degrees” were reviewed in every
faraily, that they might be repeated and sung
in the wildernbss; and(every mar} that was
right-hearted said, 21 was glad when they said
unto‘me, Let us go into the house of the Lord.
Our l'ee; shall stand within thy gates, O Jeru-

salem.!”
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Amongst those who waited for the ¢ Conso-
lation of Isracl,” npne in Beersheba Lad ‘p-
peared in Zion so often as Sheshbazzar. From
year to year he had checred the aged, and
charmed the young, on their pilgrimage. Ilis
proverbs met all 'clases, and his smiles or
tears suited all hearts. Ile wept with the
weeping, and rejoiced with the joyful. And
yet, Sheshbazzar was a man that had seen
affliction. The Angel of Deatlf had said twice,

»

¢ Write that man a widower;” and the  dec-
sire of his eyes” was taken away at a stroke.
The Angel of Death stood on the tomb of his
grief, and said again, “ Write that man child-

»

less;” and’it was done.  His heart bled, but it
never murmured. ]‘II(:‘ said thd cach loss had
become a new link between lLiis heart and hea-
ven; and that now, like the Migh P'riest’s'
breast-plate, it was so linked, all aro|und, that

it could not fall. The young wondered, and
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e aged blessed the God of Israel, who gave
cousolation in trouble, “ and songs in the night.”
His fellow-pilgrims regarded him as almost
a pillar of cloud by day, and a pillar of fire by
night, whilst joumeyi.ng with bim in the wil-
derness.  They resolved to* ask hiin what was
the secre¢ of his consolation under so many
calamities. They asked, and the old man an-
swered with "a heavenly smile, “ I shake the
mulberry treee.” 1t was a dark saying, and
they understood him not; but knowing that
he never spake unadvisedly with his lips, they
pondered that saying in their hearts.
Sheshbazzar knew that their curiosity was
neither idle nor impertinent, and said, * When
we come to she vallc& of Bacael will ex-
plain myself.” They came to the valley of
Baca, ‘and, behold, it wé.s very dry! The
streams in the desert were passed, away"like

the summer brook, and the heavens gave no
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«ign of rain. The pilgrims were panting ¢ as
the hart for the water-brooks,” but., fou.d
none. All eyes were turned to Sheshbazzar.
¢« Shake the mulberry trees,” he said. They
shook them, and dew, pure and plenteous as
“the dew of Heriavn,” began to pour from
cvery leaf. They made wells around the mul-
berry trees to prevent the showers from being
absorbed in the sand of the desert, and then
shook the trees again. They drank; but,
though refreshed, they were not satisfied.
They looked to Sheshbazzar again. His eyes
were up unto God. He raised ¢ the song of
Degrees” in that “ house of their pilgrimage.”
All joined in it, and sung, “I will lift up mine
eyes unto -ihe hills, from wher.ce cometh my
help. My help cometh fina the Lord, who
made heaven and earth.” The pilgrims paused.
Nu cloud .appeared on Carmel, and no sound

of rain was heard from the wings of the wing.
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¢ flath the Lord forgotten to be gracious %"
was a question quivering on the parched lips
of many. Sheshbazzar alone was utterly un-
mo‘ved. He raised again the song of Degrees,
and his riclt and mell.ow—toned voice sounded in
the wilderness like the jubflee-trumpet amongst
the mountains of Jerusalem. The pilgrims
listened as if an angel had sung:—‘“He will
not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that
keepeth thee will not slumber. The Lord is
thy keeper; the Lord is thy shade upon the
right hand. The Lord shall preserve thee
from all evil : he shall preserve thy soul. The
Lord shall preserve thy going out, and thy
coming in, from this time forth, énd for ever-
more.”  He paused, and bowed his head, and
worshipped. Tlw® pilgrims felt their faith in
God x:eviving, and renewed their part of the
song : [ will lift up mine eyes unfo the *Lills,

from when&e cometh my help. My help cometh



170 A MATRON'S

#om the Lord, who made heaven and eartl.
And whilst they sung, ““ the Lord gave « pléh-

i

teous rain”’ to refresh his weary heritage in’the
wilderness.

When they had dranllc, and were satistied,
and had Dblessed the God of their fathers,
Sheshbazzar said,—“;‘My children! the Pro-
misgs of God are the mulberry trees in this
valley of tears. The dew of heaven lies all
night on their branches, and some dew may
always be shaken from them. When I was
widowed, like our father Jacob, I shook that
unfading mulberry tree, ‘The Lowrp liveth ;
and blessed be the rock ;fwny salvation.” When,
like David, our king, I was bereaved of my
children, 1'shook thu.t broad-bianching mul-
berry tree, ¢ I will be unto th-@ a better 1)ortion
than sons or daughters.’ Accordingly, I have

found no trial; without finding some dew of

consolation upon the trees of promise, wher-
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ever I shook them. And when more was 1#-
cessary, God has strengthened me with strength
in my soul.”

The pilgrims looked at the mulberry trees
in the valley of Baca, which they had shaken,
and smiled comp]ucenlly'oh the good old man.
Ie w it, and continued his parable :—

“It was not whilst Job pondered and
brooded over his calamities, that he said of
God, ¢ Though he slay me, yet will 1 put my
trast in him :” he was shaking the mulberry
tieces when he said this; and when he said,
“The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken
away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” Abra-
hum would never have yiclded Isaac to the
altar, if he hall not shaken that gréat mulberry
tree——* In thy se¥d shall all the nations of the
carth be blessed.””

Thus the pilgrims went on, *- frem strength

to streugth,” listening to the wisdom of Shesh-
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bizzar; and “ every one of them” appeared
¢ before God in Zion,”

It is, perhaps, quite as necessary to explain
the implicit faith of some Matrons, as the
doubting faith of others.

Amongst many fond and fanciful names,
which Sheshbazzar’s ’young friends ‘best®wed
upon him, the favourite one, with them, was—
the Beershébean Eagle. Agrecably to this
title, his grove, upon *he hill of ‘vineyards, was
called the Eagle’s Nest. The emblem was
not misapplied; for ““as an eagle stirreth up
Ler nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth
abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them
on her wings,” so Sheshbazzar guarded and
guided his ‘young frier;ds. It was not often,
however, that the old man.%ould climb  the
hLill of vineyards to visit the cagle’s nest. 'His
favourite seat ‘was under his fig tree: But

there—his young friends could not be alons
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with him.  The elde.s of Beersheba often
virited. him there, after the evening sacrifice ;
and some of them had no sympathy with the
vivicity of the young. Sheshbazzar’s eaglets
seemed, to them, to fequire checks rather than
encouragements. He himgelf was often told,
that if he did not clip tleir wings, they would
soon flee off from the ark of the covenant, and,
like Noah’s raven, never return. Sheshbazzar
was wont to say, in answer to this, ¢ that
wings were not made to be clipped; if their
flight be well directed, they cannot be too wide,
nor too strong. Let us treat the young as
Noah did the dove; welcoming them into the
ark of our confidence whenever they are weary,
and never putfing then. upon the wing except
fo-r sacred purpoggs: then, like the dove, they
will return ¢ bringing an olive leal”’ to garland
our gréy hairs.”

The eld#rs of Becrsheba had not been treated

Q 3
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thus in the days of therr youth; and, there-
fore, they did not wnderstand the principles .of
Sheshbazzar's conduct. ““1t is one of your
odd ways,” they said, ‘“and whoever lives to
see the end of it will find that the old way of
checking is the best.” He meekly answered,
“We can never che.k what is evil in the
young, unless we cherish what is good in
them.”  Agreeably to this maxim, he re-
quested his young friends to meet him in the
grove after the hour of the morning sacrifice.

They came to the eagle’s nest, full of the
recollections of the former evening, and evi-
dently mortified by thém. Sheshbazzar saw
this, and began, at once, to characterize l}is
aged friendg; that, in the presence of their
sterling worth, their slight weaknesses might
be forgotten.

“We can appreciate and admire, = said

Esrom, the meck patience of G.ther, and



TIMIDITY eXPLAINLD. 175

the warm zeal of Laish, and the solemn pietv
of Mahlon, and the cedar-like integrity of
Jasher ; but we can learn nothing from their
lips. Their character is eloquent, whilst they
remain silent. Wheh they speak, the charm
dissolves; for they are al} men of one idea, or
their thoughts have unc connexion. How is
their character thus superior to their know-
ledge?  You often tell us that we shall never
art better than, we know. Are they not excep-
tions to this rule?”

“ Not in the least, Esrom,” said Shesh-
bazzar ; * and, when you have more than one
idea of this subject, you will find that their
character is superior, not to their knowledge,
but to their talents aad tongueg. Each of
them knows expgrimentally that the God of
his fathers is the éod of SaLvarion; and that
single “truth, when vividly and habitually rea-

.

lized by ®minds of any order, is quite suffi-
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cient to account for &ny degree of hope or
holiness. The minds of the clders are, indeed,
comparatively narrow ; but they are com-
pletely full, and absorbed with the Trvurnn or
TruTns; and a sEraPu’s mind cannot be
more than full! 1 should, indeced, prefer to
see their thoughts in clusters like the grapes,
and in ears like the corn, or at least threaded
like the pearls of the Queen of Sheba; but
pearls do not grow in strings, and the wine <s
sweetest when the grapes are picked off from
the stalks, and the ear must be broken up
before the corn can be made into bread.”
Thus Sheshbazzar played with the subject,.
that he might divert the attention of his eaglets
from it. Bnt Racuryn'was there, and she had
been wounded, as well as .mportified, by the
cold looks and cutting sarcasms of the ecldurs;
and as she was now more intent upon’ excel-

ling in character, than on.shining i talent or
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kuowledge, she repeated the question—How
dothege good men act better than they under-
stand ?

Sheshbazzar denied again that they did.
“They merely act better than they explain.
They have reasons for their conduct and spirit,
although they cannot al\w‘;ays “render a reason’
in words. Their reasons may be few, but they
are not weak. The form of them may not be
])lllil()SOI)hiL‘al for fascinating; but the sub-
stance of them is divine. The simple cousi-
derations—* This is the will of God,’—¢That
is for the glory of God,’—¢Thus the Patri-
archs acted,'—determine the character of the
clders, as effectually as the sublimest forms of
these facts cofld sway tf)e master-shirits of the
univer§e, and f#%’ more e'ﬂ'ectually than your
poetical reasons influence your faith or prac-
tice.” -

« My children,” said the old man, and he
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b~came solemn as a dy{ng man, ‘“ mistake not
my meaning nor motives. 1 look at you too
often not to sce it, and love you too well not
to tell it—your minds are not yet full nor
happy by what you know of the God of your
fathers, as the God of salvation. Your hearts
are still divided between God and the world.
You are afraid to forget or forsake Him, and
it is well; but you do not delight to be often
alone with Him in prayer, nor to meditate
upon His character, except when your thoughts
assume forms of mystery or majesty.  You
are rather fascinated by sublime ideas of
Jehoval, than affected by sweet or solemn
ideas. Ihs character attracts you more Ly
the boundldss range which it épens to your
excursive Imagination, than ™y the solid basis
it affords for your eternal hopes. Accordiu‘gly,
were your bes. thoughts resolved into their

. |
simple elements, they would lose more thar
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one-half of their hold upon you. The facts of
thd’ great salvation, without its figures, would
be }.1e|d tame by you—so much are you the
creatures of fancy. But what are the constel-
lated image$ with whi.ch genius has enshrined,
as with another “cloud of*glory,” the ark of
the covenint; compared‘witlx the simple fact,
that our God is the God of salvation? This
truth duly apprehended and appreciated, would
render the ark® of the covenant glorious in
your eyes, even if the shechinah were removed
from it, or had never rested upon it.”

“True, father,” said Rachel, blushing as
she spoke; ¢ but the God who gave the cove-
nast of promise, gave the shechinah of glory
along with it.® He Limsclf has inVested and
enshrined even ™% truth ‘nf truths with its
chief attractions, and thrown around it all the
pomp a;d plenitude of ynagery.’™

#T grant it, my daughter—readily grant it,
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&ud cordially rejoice in the ¢ divers manners” in
which God spoke unto our fathers by the fro-
phets. 1 feel that I owe much both to the
splendid and the mysterious forms in Mniq!n
the great salvation has been revealed. |
doubt, from the chhracter of my own mind,
whether the covenant, if given in simpler
forms, would have arrested my wayward
attention, so as to win and fix my volatile
heart. The majesty of God’s language'sis,
however, a part of God’s infinite condescension.
Nor must we forget the character of our nation,
when He multiplied and heightened the hal-
lowed enshrinements of the covenant. Noah
required nd shechinah on Ararat, nor Abra-
ham on Moriah, to ‘endear the covenant to
them, or to induce them to"g:t the bloody seal
of sacrifice to it. Both the magniﬁce'ncé and

. . . )
the variety of Mosaic worship are, therefore.
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the measure of our fathers’ minds, when they
came nut of Egypt and settled in Canaan.

“ But I have no wish to evade the force of
Rachel’s remark. God has as evidently di-
versified the forms of® truth to please the mind,
as the flavour of fruits, ar, the colour of flow-
ers, to gratify the sendes. The food of the
soul is obviously from the same hand as the
food of the body. It is not, however, the rind
o” the pomegranate, nor the bloom of the grape,
nor the golden tinge of the corn, that we prize
most. We do prize these lovely liues as proofs
of ripeness, but the nourishment is in the fruit
which they beautify : so it is with revealed
t.ljuth.

““1 have thought tuo, at timeg, that there
are deeper reasops for the profusion of figura-
tive language in the word of God, than some
suspec.. For, by thus seizing upon all the
subhme aidd lovely obJects in nature, and con-

R
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sggrating them to the iliustration of the Divine
character and government, so that they burn
as lamps around the eternal throne, God has
crcated a grand antidote against IpoLATRY.
The natural objects which are the gods of
other nations are thur made the mere servants
of the true God, or only the shadows of his
glory : so that what they worship, we employ
as helps in his worship. And, wh» could bow
to the sun shining in his strength, or kiss tle
hand to the moon walking in her brightness,
who had once rcad, that God is the ¢ Father of
lights, without variableness or the shadow of
turning 77 Eswom! you can follow out this
hint; it is qui‘e in your line of things.

“ And, Rachel, the fullowing Dint is in your
line. There is a strong ten:gncy to extremes
in the human mind. Some who love nature with
enthusiasm, loathe religion, or concear their

dislike to it under the thin veil of polite and
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vague compliments. Others love religion wih
unyue.tionable cordiality ; but, from seeing
the votaries of nature averse to the word and
.
worship of Jchovah, they are afraid of nature,
and inclined to frow'n upon cvery reference to
its beauntics or sublimitida.  They thus scem
to think that a star or a flower is as likely as
Baal or Ashtaroth, to estrange the humau mind
from God ahd godliness.  In their estimation,
it is heresy to speak well of ¢ the sweet influen-
ces of the Pleiades;” and empty sentimentality
to be affected by the varied scenery of the
heavens or the earth.  They confine themselves
to scriptural language, and yet forget that it is
full of nature! The word of God registers all
the works of &od, and calls them®ll forth ¢ in
their s,eason,’ to*do homage to itsclf and its
subjects ; and yet these good people seem un-
conscious of the fact., Was it ‘not,as an’anti-

Aote against this divorce of nature from reli-
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gign, that God incorpdrated with the revela-
tion of eternal things so many appeals fo the
scenes and seasons ;)f nature ? Racuey, this
is in your new line of things. Whilst 570!1
were prayerless, you were a mere- sentiment-
alist; and only too willing to find excuses for
the neglect of the Sctiptures. You preferred
the works of God to the word of God. This
proved how little you read the latter, and how
superficially you studied the former. Nothiny
honours nature so highly as the Bible has
done. Moses and the Prophets have looked
upon the heavens and the earth with a more
poetic eye than the poets of antiquity, or the
harpers of ow own times.”

Thus the Eagle of Beersheba,guarded and
guided his young.



No. V.
THE MARYS AT THE CROSS.

Tuere are no familigr expressions which a
Christian understands better, or means more
by, than t}:e emphatic  words,— ¢ visiting
Culvary,”—¢ going to the Cross,”—* leaning
on the Cross,'.'—-“ kneeling at the Cross,”—
« clinging to the Cross,”—* looking to the
Cross.”” In one or other of these consecrated
forms of speech, a Christian embodies all that
w best in the spirit of his penitence, and of his
faith, and of his devotion. Indeed, when his
heart is not at the Cross, his Ipenitence is
neither deep nor tender { his faith neither
strong nor lively; his devotion neither sweet
nor solemp.  Whenever he ceases®to glory in

R 3



186 THE MARYS AT THE CROSS.

the Cross, he sinks intp coldness or formality.
And if he quit the Cross, or lose snght ol it,
he loses both hope and heart, until he get
back to it again.

Nothing of this experience has, of course,
any connexion with. the uez that was once
made of crosses a;ld, crucifixes, in religion.
When they were most in use, such experience
was least known. More hearts,‘and more of
each heart, have been won to Christ 3fuciﬁgd
by the pregching of the Cross, ;ban by all the
visible exhibitions of it which painting ever
embodied, or sculpture emblazoned. When
crosses were most numerous, real Christians
were fewest, and the real Cross least influen~
tial.  This if only what might“be expectéd.
Emblems, by bringing home, the crucifixion to
the senses, kept tl;a underétanding aud, the
beart afar off from its great principles, rnd its

true spirit
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But whilst Christian experience itself has
had nothing to do with the once popular uses
of,a visible cross, the lauguage in which that
experience speaks, is, in no small degree, both
derived and enriched from this old source.
The familiar ex];ressions.which once described
what the body did at a cro-ss, or with a crucifix,
now des.cribes exactly what the soul tries to
do when conztemplating the Lamb of God, slain
for the' sin of the world. Not, however, that
the scriptural 'worship of Protestantism is thus
an intended or conscious imitation of the bodily
service of Popery : no, indeed: such an idea
never occurs to the mind, even when it is
clasping and clinging to the Cross in thought,
jl‘l‘St as superstition did to the symbol in
action.

We are not, howevery Indebted to super-
stition. for all our emphatic forms of expressing

the exercise of faith ot penitence, at the Cross.
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Superstition itself borrowed the elements»of its
best language, on this subject, from the word of
God. Both the holding up of the cruciﬁx, by
the priest, and the looking at it, by the peni-
tent, are literal imitationse: the one of setting
forth Christ «“ openly crucifiec,” and the other
of believing on Him with the heart. In like
manuer, the postures and gestures of super-
stition at a cross, are imitations of the real or
supposed conduct of the Marys on Calvary.
Their conaﬁct, however, deserves something
better than popish imitation, or even than Pro-
testant admiration. It is more complimented
than understood. The Marys were, indeed,
“ the last at the Cross, and the first at the
Sepulchre, of Christ ;" .and fclt,’no doubt, all
that poctry or piety has ascribed to them, on
that solemn occasio. They must, however,
have felt far more, and in another way, than

is usually supposed. For, unless the Virgin
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Mary be an exception 10 the others, they had
notexnctly oar views of the death of Christ, to
guide their feelings. What we look at as an
atm;ing sacrifice offered to God, they saw
chicfly as an atrocious murder perpetrated by
man.  Whilst we see chfefly, on Calvary, the
flashing sword of Divine Justice, and the burst-
ing vials of Divine Anger, they saw only the
gleaming of the Roman arms, and the glare of
Jewish vengearce. Where we hearghiefly the
thunders of the Divine Law, they heard only
the ferocious execrations of a frantic mob.
Their feclings, whilst witnessing the erucifixion,
could not therefore be akin to our feelings
whilst coniemplating it.  Their sorrow, then,
deep, and meking, and genuinec as it was, was
not penitence, mor was gpeir overwhelming
depression humility. Their love to Christ was,
indeed, at its height,’when his own love to

them and %o the world was highest : but it was
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net as an aloning Saviour they loved him
then.

They did, however, love him then and ‘be-
fore, as a Saviour: yea, as the only Saviour.
It is as much under the ;ober truth to ascribe
their love to Christ unto sympatilly, friendship,
or ordinary gratitude, gs it is beyond 1he truth,
to ascribe it unto faith in the atoning efficacy
or design of his death. Two of the Marys,
at least, cannot be supposed to'have known or
believed more, at the time, than the Apostles
did : and they neither understood then what
Christ had foretold of his resurrection, nor
approved what he had foretold of his death.
Accordingly,’ the women were as hopeless as
the men, o. the morhing of the third day,
until the Angels to) . them of his resurr(cction :
for it was not to welcome a living Saviour, but
to 'complefe the entombment of the dead
Saviour, that they went so early and eagerly

10 the sepulchre  The ¢ sweet spices” they
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hrough.t to ‘ anvint Eim,” prove that thoy
ha# no hope of finding him alive then. Mark
xvi. 1.  They were not, however, without
fuith in Him, as the Saviour, even then. Mary
of Magdala coutinued to speak of Him as her

.

¢« Lorp,” even when she supposcd that his
body had been removed from the sepulchre,
and laid somewhere clse. John xx. 13. “ They
have taken away my Lord, and I know not
wlere they have laid him,” was her first answer
to the Angels, when they said to her,  Wo-
man, why weepest thou?” I would not graft
too much meaning upon the word ¢ L.ord ”
itself, in this instance ; nor upon her use of it
at the time. I will suppose nothing more, than
that she used i§ then jusc in the scese she had
been accustomedgto at.tad{ to it, whilst the
Saviuur was alive : and there is no reason

whatev8r to think that His death had altered her

opinion of dither his Messiahship or his Sonship.
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I, had, no doubt, blasted all her hbpe of
seeing Him establish that temporal kingéom
on earth, which all the disciples expected : but
it withered none of the hopes of pardon ‘and
eternal life, which she had formerly planted
upon the power apd promiées of the Son of
God.

This is the real point to be kept in view,
whilst judging of the motives and emotions of
the Marys at the Cross. Theysdid not under-
stand that the Lamb of God was then taking
away the sin of the world, or laying down his
life as a ransom for them; but they had no
doubt, even then, of his being the Lamb of
God, nor of *his being their Saviour. All their
conduct on Culvary,®and especially the ho-
nourable and cost); funerak they prepared for
Christ, prove, to a demonstration, that ’.their .
“ kope in Christ” had not died with Him. It
does not seem to have dimmed a: all, even

when the sun became darkness; nor to have
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shaken at all, even wl.en the earth shook _a.nd
trambled ; nor to have drooped at all, even
when the sepulchre was scaled.  Their hope of
salvation was then as much with him *‘in
Paradise,”. as the spirit of the penitent thief
was there with him.

The truth of these strong assertions lies on
the very surface of The narrative; and applies
equally to Joseph of Arimathea and Nicode-
rnius. Indeed, thcre is no evidence, direct or
indirect, that the death of Christ overthrew
the spiritual hopes, or altered the spiritual
opinions, of any of the disciples. It u[:tset all
their hope of a temporal kingdom, or of what
they callea, “ redeeming Israel ;” but it does
not seem to lmve brought theshelow of either
a doubt or a suseicion uphy their minds, in re-
gard t;) his Divine character or mission. They
all forsook Him, indeed, at the crisig of hid fate ;

but not ffom unbelief, but from fear and con-
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sternation.  The shcep scattered when the
Good Shepherd was smitten; but they did.so
lest they themselves should be smitten with
Lim ; and not because they had ceased to con-
sider him as the Shepherd‘ and Bishop of their
souls. The idea of jxt){)osture', or fraud of any
kind, on His part, never scems to have crossed
their minds, even when apPearances were most
against his claims.  John obeyed that dying
injunction of Christ, “ Behold thy mother !~
as promptly and cordially as ever he obeyed
any command given by Christ, when in the
plenitude of his power and glory. ¢ From
that hour that disciple took her intos his own
house.” John Rix. 27. In like manner, the very
¢ sadness ” of the two lisciples, en the way to
Emmaus, proves, beyond all loubt, that their
opinion of their Lord’s integrity had llmder-
gone no change by his death. Their spirit

would have been bitter or indignant} not sad
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only, if they had thought him a deceiver. Be-
si'es. they did not hesitate nor faulter to say
of Him, even then, that he was both ““Jesus
of.Nazarcth," and ““a Prophet mighty in deed
and word before God and all the people.”

The conduct of the Marys is, however, still
more decisive. They never would have fol-
lowed Clrist with fears to Calvary, nor stood
either nigh*to or afar off from the Cross, if
ihey had changed their opinion of his truth or
of his grace. They did not, indeed, recognise
Him as then sealing the everlasting covenant
with his blood; but they evidently saw Him
sealing the truth of both his gracious promises
and his f)igh pretensions by his blood ; for it
was (and they knew .c) becauscehe would not
retract nor quali# his hl;}% claims, that he was
coudemned and crucified. Accordingly, at his
burial, they acted a part, thmugl.wut, in. per-
fect harthony with strong and unaltered faith

in both his truth and grace. For, who does
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not see at a glance, that the Marys neither
would nor could have lavished their attentians
and tenderness upon' His funeral, if they had
doubted his faithfulness or his sincerity? Be-
sides, Mary of Magdala had a living proof, in
her own bosom, of Iis Divine' power. He
had < cast out seven devils” from her spirit:
and, as they did not retufn when he was im-
prisoned, nor whilst he hung on the cross, nor
even when he died, she could not but be sure
that his death had neither disproved his power,
nor discredited his character.

I bring out these facts with some care, be-
cause they enable us to make a right use of
the example of these holy women : for, they are
thus perfect rodels of fiith in tha truth of the
Saviour’s promises, gnd of lovesto the Saviour’s
character. That faith and love they chelrished,
avowed, and exemplified, when all the aspects
of the universe seemed to frown upol, and to

fight against, His person and mission.  Neither



THE MARYS A} THE CROSS. 197

the cowardly flight of his friends, nor the reck-
lesg f:ury of His enemies, moved the Ma;ys.
They < stood by the crdss,” when the cross
itself could hardly stand on the quaking mount.
They forsoqk him ust, even when they heard
him declare that God hag * forsaken ” him!
They .did not, of cosrse;, understand, at the
time, the mystery of that judicial ““ Lama sa-
BACHTIIANI;." but neither its mystery, nor its
terrors, alienat(:,d their affection or their confi-
dence from the Saviour. ¢ None of these
things moved " them !  Shall, then, less things
move you from the Cross of Christ? This is
the point I wanted to bring you to. Now, if
the Marys did and endured so well, whilst the
death of Chzist was hefore the‘m only as a
murder and a ’martyrd%m,-—what a height
both their faith and love would have risen to,
had they known, as you know, that it was an
atoning %ncriﬁcc, seﬁuring “ eternal in]:('rit,'

s 3
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ance” to all in heaven, who had died ‘i the
fait‘h of Christ; and * eternal redemption”, to
all on carth, who should then or afterwards
believe on Bim! Oh, had they seen then, as
you see now, how all the curse of the Law
was cancelled by His, bearing its curse; how
all the perfections of Jehovah were satisfied
and glorified in the highest, by His voluntary
submission to their will; how all the balance
and basis of the Divine government wese
established for ever, by Ilis one offering of
himself as the votary of their holiness, and
as the victim of their justice ;—had the
Marys been aware of all this, whilst they
stood by the, Cross, their conduct’ and spi-
rit, noble as these wyre, would have been
nobler still!  Surely, then, your conduct and
spirit  should not, need nof, be inferior. to
theirs,; seeing your knowledge of the glory of
che Cross is so much superior to apy and a!l

that they possessed, when they thus_rose
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above “the fear of peril and reproach, and
balanced all the mysteries of the crucifixion
by faith in the characteér of the crucIFiEp
OxE.

There is, indeed, ‘mystery about the Cross
still.  And, why' should, there not? I will
not answer this questlon‘by reminding you,
that there is mystery in every thing great
and small, mental and material, throughout
the universe. . But, whilst this fact should
teach us to expect it in the Cross too, our
own character and spirit may well suggest
to us, that our “faith and patience” require
some ‘ trial,” in common with others.

The Marys were not exempted: and why
should we bg so? Tlcy had tg believe and
obey, when therg was mgre mystery and less
majesty around the Cross; Than now invest it :
for new the crown of thorns, and the .rInock

3 .
robe and jeed of supremacy, are exchanged for



200 THE MARYS /I;r THE CROSS.
]

the real crown and sceptre of universal govern-
me'r'lt; the scornful “ Hail, King of the Jevgs,”
is followed by the vying and everlasting ;‘ Hal-
lelujahs” of all the armies of heaven: ihe
central cross on Calvary'is succeeded by the
“ middle seat on the eternal ihrone:” the
momentary frown of julicial anger, has given
place for ever to the endless and unalterable
complacency of paternallove: the keys of death
and the invisible world hang upon the ¢ vesture
dipped in blood,” and He who was ¢ numbered
with  transgressors,” is now identified with
Deity, in all the homage and glory which
saints or angels can render. If, thercfore, the
miracles which the Marys saw, and the voices
from heaven ‘which they heard, Qroved to thém
the Divinity of Chri:;,t, and c?untcrbalanced all
the wants and woes of His earthly lot ; syrely
His place on the throne and in the womlnp of

dleavcn, may vﬁ.]l overpower every difficulty



THE MARYS 49 THE CROSS. 201

which reason meets, o» speculation suspects,
in #heeDivinity and glory of the Saviour.

I neither profess to solve the mystery ot
His incarnation and sacrifice, nor pretend to
be unaffected by it; but I do claim the right
to be heard :;nd'heededqvhen I say to you,
that an atoning Saviour is the universal creed
of Heaven, and the only creed on earth which
converts sinners, or consoles saints.

*Happily, only a few females, amongst the
increasing thousands and tens of thousands of
the intellectual, have had the fool-hardiness to
stand forward in open hostility to the Godhead
of the Saviour. This pitiable contrast to all the
puge spirits around the eternal throne—this mon-
strous singulaeity, in asuniverse which adores
the ALamb,——is notr present*d by many of your
seXx. Long may it be pro‘verbially true of the
sex at farge, that they are stillwt‘le }’ast toquit

the Cross, and the first to visit the Sepulchre.
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You have, perhape, some reproacﬁ to en-
counter, in thus imitating the Marys. , Well!
brave and bear it as they did. Had they not
dared all hazards, how many souls might have
been lost, whom their noble example has won
to Christ? 'Had they shrunk back from own-
ing Him, after having"received so much grace
from him, how many traitors and cowards
might have sprung from their timidity? And
should you flee or flinch from the Cross,:in
order to escape ‘‘ the reproach” of it, you will
peril more souls than your own.

It is, indeced, a trying dilemma when a wife
or a daughter cannot ¢ confess Christ ” in their
family, without giving offence. It is a very
strong temptation to &e silent,or to compro-
mise evangelical truth wlun the avowal of
that truth breaks “the peace and harmor-y of
home. F{rmness is, however, kindness" to the

opposers. There is no such cruelty to an un-
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believiné partner, parent, or brother, as break-
ingefaith with Christ, in order to keep the
peace with them. For, what is this peace,
whilst you must carry about with you the
horrible comscicusness that they must perish
by their unbe\licf, and thaj you are abetting
that unbelief! I invoke, adjure, you to con-
sider this! For, could you so conceal your
faith from them, as to satisfy them without
peiiling your own soul, you would but more
effectually peril their souls.

Look again at the Marys, and be firm,
Depend upon it, if you have to witness for
Clrist at home, your firmness will eventually
win, souls at home, as well as save yourself.
Let “Azur amd ZaLmM6N” suggest to you
how you may Jjoin ﬁdelnky with tenderness,
n dcahng with ¢ the enemles of the cross of

Christ.”
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lAzun and ZaLmon were < Hebrews of the
Hebrews,” and had been Pharisees , ofi. the
Pharisees; but both had renounced Judaism
for Christianity, although from different prin-
ciples. Zalmon was won by the .Examere of
Christ : Azir by the AronEMENT of Christ.
Zalmon was fond of the Oriental and Grecian
philosophers who speculated on Christianity ;
Azur refused to associate with them, and
would not acknowledge them as behevcrs.
He loved Zalmon as the friend of his youth,
but treated his pretensions to be a Christian as
unfounded ; for they had been advanced in
this form and spirit :

“] can #o longer resist the cvidences. of
Christianity.?” said Zadmon : “ ke the autum-
nal floods of Jordan they bmr unto the DEeap
Sea every ob_)ectlon, as it comes withit the
mighty sweep of their swellings. The all-

perfect character of Jesus demonwstrates his
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Messiahship : it was so *pure, and yet so sogtal
witlsa'; so unbending in principle, and yet so
bland in manners withal; so tried by calamity,
and yet so patient witha] Although he was
dragged from tlm cradle to the cross, as it were,
on the hurdl(, of povvrty’ by the wild horses
of slander and pelaecutlon, neither agony
nor ignominy could alienate him from his
mission, nor*alter his character. Like lght,
Le passed throagh every medium uncontami-
nated. Not to be a Christian, therefore, is
irrational.”

“If you wean by his mission, his MEDIA-
TI0N,” said Azar, 1 congratulate you upon
yosr conversion : and, whatever you mean,
Zalmon, T haif your trfumph ovér the preju-
dices which blind sour nat::ot; to the beauty of
the Saviour’s holiness. But in your philo-
sophicz;l circle, it is become fashionable” to.

scJuce his’death to the rank of a martyrdon.
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fov truth, and to exalt kis example on the rumns
of his Cross. I may not own this as Clvis-
tianity : I stand in doubt of you.”

“1 suspected, Azur, that you would,” said
Zalmon; * you live amo}lgst little minds ; 1
move amongst the sages of the city. You are
smitten with the love of mystery ; 1 am, with
the love of virrur. It is enough for me to
find in Christ, the Sun of Moral Righteousness :
in that capacity he will hold an eternal meti-
dian, and shine with healing in his wings,
until righteousness become universal.  Such an
example the world wanted; and, having found
it in Christ, wants nothing more for salvation.
Here my faitlf begins and ends.”

“ Zalmon be seridus: thus the faith of
Nicobemus began. He ackaowledged Christ
to be a Teacher sent from God; and Christ

treat¢d the avowal as unworthy of his ‘notice.

He did not welcome the meagre cémpliment,
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but proceeded to teacl the ¢ Master in Isrpel,’
th# ¢he Sox of God was sent into the world
to be lifted up on the Cross, as a sacrifice for
sin.  Remember this fact; and ¢ marvel not
that I say un}o ’Jy.ou,ﬁ.Ye must be born again.””

« My early and tried*Sriend, 1 will be seri-
ous. 1*have marked: Azur, the fact you
mention, and feel staggered by its bearings.
It is to the*point. And, as a Hebrew of the
Hebrews, 1 carmot forget that, under the law,
the pardon of sin was inseparable from sacri-
fice. The principle of AToNEMENT was as
prominent in our once holy system, as the
Temple in our holy city. All this I frankly
ccncede to be fact; but pretend “not to under-
stand it. M9 present pinion ‘is,“that the per-
fect ExampLE of Christ:a{:d his illumination
of iMMORTALITY, by raising the standard of

4
morals, render sacrifice unnecessary, "

 «Zalmdn! Zalmon! sacrifices are, indeed,
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urinecessary now ; but On your new pri;lciples,
they were always wuseless and unme?ni’.né.
¢ The blood of bulls and of goats could never
take away sin,” nor open the gates of Paradise
to the spirits of our fathers. Think me not
harsh, becausle I am” warm. You have for-
saken Judaism without ’embracing Chris,tianity.
Neither Christ nor Moses would now own you
as his disciple.  You occupy a place against
which Sinai and Calvary eqdally roll their
thunders. Am I therefore become your cnemy
because I tell you the truth ?  Let them flatter
you who love you not: I love you, and there-
fore warn you. And now, having done so,
1 will reason with you. Was not the Messivh
promised to ne® Fathéis? Ané did not the
Juaithful of all ages “ rEJOICE to see his day,
even afar off 7 But, if he came only to teach
(and ‘exemplify -/ IRTUE, what benefit could they

derive from his work ?  They expecled benefit
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from his mission, and di~d in the faith of reap-
ingaits blessings; but if these consist in his
EXAMPLE, they rejoiced without cause; for all
the influence of an example, however good,
extends only forward, not backward. On your
principles, fhere}ore, thesFathers had neither
part nor lot in the mission of Christ.”

“True, Azur: but if the Fathers needed
neither part nor lot in it, what follows ?”

<““1f they did, not! Zalmon, are you or they
the best judge of their need? If their guilt,
and their sense of it, be judged from the number
of their sin-offerings, their need of salvation
was absolute.  Besides, they looked beyond
the sacrifices to the atonemert typified by
them ; and Jhus avowed their, need of a
Divine propitiatiop. In @ word, they expected
the-Lamb of God to take ‘uway their sin by
the saérifice of himself.”

“ Provg that, Agzur, and 1 will vie witit

T 3
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you in glorying only in the Cross. But the
Fa;hers were in Paradise before the Lagnb
was slain.  Their spirits were carried by angels
into Abrabam’s bosom as they departed.
They were, therefore, saved without. the atone-
ment.”

«“ No, Zalmon; they' were saved before it,
but not without it.  What saith the Scriptures ?
¢ God hath set forth (Christ Jesus),to be a pro-
pitiation through faith in his bjood, to declase
his righteousness for the remission of sins that
are past, through the forbearance of God.’
Here, past sins refer not only to the former
sins of living believers, but also to the sins of
all believers wader the first covenant: for the
death of Chestr declarus the righteousness of
God in forbearmg dad forgiving them.  The
faithful of former ages were, therefore, Just‘.ﬁed
and glorified, in virtue of Christ’s pledgé to die

‘tor them at the fulness of time. o, On that
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ground' they were admitted into heaven when
they dicd; but their ¢ eternal inheritance’ was
not confirmed until his ¢ death for the redemp-
tion of the transgressions under the first testa-
ment Thus the Atonement had a retrospec-
tive mfluence of the same kind as its present
and prespective influence.  And, that the
Fathers expected this, yea, calculated upon it,
is sell-evidewt from all the prophets. They
teught the Chugrch to realize the sufferings of
Christ as the sacritice for her sins; and to
speak as if the Lamb had been ¢ slain from the
foundation of the world.” ¢ He was wounded
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our
iniquities :” surely Lie kath borne our griefs and
carried our sqrows.” Thus th2y Yoth felt their
need of an atouement, aftd kuew that it would
be 11ade for them. It has bc::n made; and since
hat moment, the Old Testament saintse have

‘sung a WEw Song’ in heaven, saying with a
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loud voice—¢Worthy is the Lamb that was
slain for us.””

“ Azuw, if your views of the sacrifices be
_right, your system is as harmonious as it is
sublime. My scheme, I must conf‘eas, does not

« gree with the whole Vord of God The sacri-
fices, especially, are not duly explained. by it.”
¢« Explained by it, Zalmon ! they are utterly
useless init. ~And yet that they were of Divine
appointment, is self-evident; for neither reason
nor superstition could have suggested them.
And then, no act of worship was ever so
signally honoured with the Divine approbation
as sacrifice. ¢ The cloud of ylory” travelled from
altar to altar,"like the sun through‘the sigus
of the Zodiacpirradiatins and ratifying them all.
But, on your principles, the bigh solemnities of
sacrificature, which thus charmed and chaihed
dowpthe Shechinal to the earth, were heither

)
useful nor instructive! <To the La v and the



THE MARYS A THE CROSS. 213

Testimony,” Zalmon ; ai.d, since your philoso-
phess ¢ speak not according to these,” depend
on it, ‘there is no light in them.” Patriarchism,
Judaism, and Christianity, unite in confirminz,
the Divinc nlg;im,‘ that ¢ without shedding
of blood there is .no remisgion of sins.” There
1s, therefore, nothing between us and hell, but
the Broov or tue Lams.”

¢ 1f such be the fact, Azur, God be merciful
to me a sinnce!  Aund ‘God forbid that I
should glory, save in the cross of Christ.””

“ AMen, Zalmon, and Amen! You will
now visit Calvary, as the Marys did after the
Resurrection. They neither saw its glories,
ncr underiﬁtood its solemmnities, on the day of
the Crucifix®n. I olten thinéc with what
different feelings they stood at the Cross, when
they knew it to be the A.L'l“AR. of Eternal Re-

demption! Then, how all they had seed and

-
I2ard on¢the great day of atoncment would
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rise upon them in foums of supernal majesty
and supreme glory! Yes; and I find, like
them, that my first visit was not my best.
I feel ashamed of my first appreciations of the
Sacrifice of Christ; they were so vague. And

still I have much to lecarn !’



No. VL.
THT MaI’i3 AT THE SEPULCHRE.

PaurL, when enumerating the successive
manifestations of Christ to the disciples, by
which ““ mamy infallible proofs” of the truth
of the Resurreetion wére given, adds with
great emphasis, ‘“ Last of all, he was seen of
me.” If Mary of Magdala lived long enough
to hear or read this exclamation, how naturally
and emphatically she must have exclaimed,
« First of.all, He was seen of nie.” It is not
improbable tlmt both she and ¢heother female
witnesses of the Resurrecﬁon did live to read
or hear St. Paul’s personal testimony to this

great truth, How, then, do you.thmk:v did

-
they appréve of being left out of the list of
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witnesses by Paul; seving they were the firs,
persons to whom the Saviour *“ showed binisell
alive?” The four Evangelists had not treated
them thus, in their Gospels. In each of the
Gospels, the Marys are i)]acgd at the hcad of
the ““ great cloud of: witnesses,” which attest
the Resurrection, Why, then, are th(ayl not so
in the Epistles also? Oi)viously, because it
would have been no kindness tc the Marys,
whatever honour it might have been to them:
for, as Paul’s Epistles were chiefly addressed
to Gentile Churches, and as persecution raged
in Judea at the time, any reference to the
Marys, or to the women of Galilee, as the first
witnesses, might have drawn more visit.rs
around them’.hun they could ccaveniently, or
wisely, or safely welcome. Thus both their
character and their life might have been
peril~d, had their names been made as pub-

'
lic and imperishable in the Epistles, as ther
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they wete in the Gospels. Paul’s silence was,
thergfore, the shield of their holy reputation,
and of their precarious life. Both these were
hazarded quite enough, by the publicity and
popularity which their names Lad acquired in
Jude..

Besiags, you can easily conceive, from their
character and spirit, how they would count it
honour enough, for them, to have scen the
L. rd “ first,” evgn if there had been no notice
taken of the fact by the Evangelists. The
sweet consciousness, that His first appearance
was to them; that His first ¢ All hail” of wel-
come was to them; that His first smile, after
the sorrows of death, beamed oh ti.em ; and that
His first worgs, after the silerce of the grave,
were addressed to them® this, all this, must
have been joy unspeakable %ind incxhaustible.
The Marys could no more forget it, or be ynsa-

tisfied wit it, than the Angels who rolled away
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the stone from the sepﬁlcln‘(‘, and wrapped up
the linen clothes within, can cease to remember
or to enjoy the high honour bestowed on them,
when thus permitted to minisier to Christ, as
He rose from the dead. Such honour had not all
the angels of God th2n. '[‘h'ey were all aliowed
to worship the Son alike, when God ;brought
“ in the First-Begotten into the world:” but
when He ¢ brought Him again from the dead,
by the blood of the everlasting covenand,”
only “two Angels” were admitted to wit-
ness, or worship, or serve, on that august oc-
casion.

It would be an equally uscless and fruitless
inquiry, to ask why this honour was confiped
to so few ofrthe angrls, or why it was con-
ferred upon those ‘two: it is not, however,
useless to inquire why the Saviour. showed
himself first to the Marys, when he arose

‘from the dead. This was a marked prefar-
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ence, and, thercfore, it must have had practi-
ca];egsons, whether we can discover them all
or not.,

The great general reason for this preference.,
is to be found in thé condition of the skx at
largt.  at the fime. They had, Yhen, ncither
that pigee in the Church, nor that rank in
society, which they uow enjoy. Male and
female were pot ““one,” in Moses, as they are
now ““all one iy ChristeJesus:” for, although
women were not exactly without a name or a
place in the Jewish Church, they had not
equal privileges with men, They were not,
indeed, ‘“ outer court” worshippers at the
Temple. Their place in the sacred area was
both higher agd nearer to the. symbols of the
Divine Presence 2 the S#nctuary, than ‘¢ the
couwii of the G:ntiles;”‘sfill it was fifteen
steps luwer than “ the inner court,” wherg the

temple angl the altar stood, and where all the
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males appeared befone' God in Zion! Thus,
although they were not kept so ¢ far offy as
the Gentiles, from the sight and hearing of
public worship, they were not permitted liter-
ally to draw “so nigh ‘unto God” as their
Fathers, Husbands, er even their brothers did.
Indeed, in the time of Christ, they were
treated at the Temple very much as Jewish
women are now in the Synagegue: placed
where they could harély see or be seen. '
This arbitrary and degrading arrangement
was not, however, of Divine appointment.
This invidious distinction did not exist in the
time of Solomon, nor even so early as the
reign of Manbsseh. Then there were only fwo
courts: ¢“tht court of the prie:t,” and ¢ the
great court.”  The place called “ the court of
the women,” in ‘the second Temple of Jeru-
salem, was no.more *‘ according to the ‘pattern

‘shown on the mount,” than are the latticed
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galleries of the great Synagogue of London.
Jud.aism, as God gave it to Moses, did ‘not,
indee'(i, place women altogether upon an equa-
lity with men, even * in things appertaining to
God;” but still, it daid not degrade them ex-
actl -, deeply as it subordmated them.

It was in reference, thcrcfore, to a twofold
subordination of the sex, that the Saviour had
to take effectual measures for making male
and female ““all one du Himself.” He had
to do something for women, which should at
once emancipate them from human imposi-
tions, and equalize them in Divine privileges.
And what so effeciual for this twofold purpose,
as showing ¢ Himself alive after. his Passion,”
to women fyst? He thus made the Marys
apostles, even fo the #Apostles themselves
Aftar this crowning distincsion, what Minister
or C'.urch of Christ, could doubt wl\nether
¢ daughters of the Lord Qod Almighty,” wese

v 3
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not joint-heirs with H:a sons, in all the spi-
ritu'al heritage of Christianity ? Thus the Sa-
viour’s treatment of the Marys had a reason
beyond themselves. He treated them as the
representatives of their sex: none of whom
appear to have been gmongst his public ens nics
either during his life or at his crucifixion. This
isa remarkable fact. Even Pilate’s wife warned
her husband on the judgment-seat, to have no-

’

thing to do against “ that just, person,” as sle
called Christ. In like manner, the multitude
of women who followed the Saviour from the
city to Calvary, instead of joining with the
men in the cry of ¢ Crucify him,” ** bewailed
and lamented” him.” 1ndeed, there is no in-
stance of any female offering any.public indig-
nity to Christ, whilst e was upon earth. What
the private feelings of the Mothers and Daugh-

ters af Jerusalem were- towards Him, I uo not

3
know. of course : but, judging from. the kird
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notice He took of therr kindly sympathy, when
hegwas led forth amidst the clamour and exe-
crations of the Jews to be crucified, I am cer-
tainly iuclined to regard his conduct to the
Marys as an acknowledgment of that sym-
pat'y, and tl:us as a to.ken of* special good-
will to, their sex, as well as to themselves.
Luke xxiii. 27, 31. It was also emphatically
“good will to man!” But for this signal
aonour, women would® have been kept down
both in the church and society ; and that sub-
ordination would have weakened the Church,
and hindered the progress of all the best
charms and charities of social life.

He is but a superficial obsesver, who sees
in the §uper'wr education of f:n.ales now, or in
the advanced cawvilizatioh of men, enough to
account for the high and hillowed influence of
Christian wives, mothers, and daughtersy upon

. o

the morads and religion of the age. Both these



224 THE MARYS AT THE SEPULCHRE.

causes of improvement z’n-'e themselves the effect
of Christ’s bringing male and female equally
nigh unto God by the blood of the cross,‘ and
of making them all one in himself: and tthe
proof—the demonstration—the seal of this,
was given in-His appearing to women £st.
His ¢“ ALy ua1L,” to the Marys, began aad led
to all the holy consideration in which the sex
are now held, and all the holy inﬂ‘uence which
they now exercise. The impglse which oriy
ginated both was given in the Arimathean
garden. That garden was the Eden in which
woman was made again a spiritual ‘¢ help-
meet” for man; the Paradise in which the
Adams and Fves of the new creation were
made ‘¢ heirs tpgether” [of the grage of Eternal
Life. Yes; out of <his fact, however much
overlooked or forgd.ten now, arose all the :pi-
ritual, fellowship, and united co-operatin for
good, which has either blessed or beautified

the world and the Church since.
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Meny, Fathers, anu Brethren !—ye would
nog have raised ‘*‘ the daughters of the Lord
God Almighty to sit together with you in
heavenly places with Christ Jesus,” had nof
Christ Jesus.himseif' handed them up, and
pladad them a; }.;;)ur very side in” all the ordi-
nances.and immunities of the Church. Ye are
not, indeed, displeased with this equality, now
that it is established. Ye would not alter nor
disturb it now, pn any mccount. Ye are even
delighted with it. Ye would not, however,
have felt thus, nor would this equality have
taken place, had not Christ, by his first act
when he rose from the dead, given a deathless
distinction to women. The hu.bands and fa-
thers of thag age had, not 8ll ‘he honourable
feelings of this age. They were not without
‘¢ Latural aﬁ'ecticon;” but %heir religious pre-
Jjudiciés checked its current. Even wheg con-

Jugal angd parental love was tenderest, it did
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not adwit the idea of spiritual equality in the
Church on earth, nor the sweet hope of plelj,fcct
equality in heaven. It was Clristianity that
introduced the present habit of thinking and
feeling : and it was the example of Christ, ra-
tified by the first ¢ All hail ™ of 'the resw<ec-
tion, that gave effect to the claims which
Christianity advanced on behalf of women.

All this may seem only a curious specula-
tion to some men: bat to this all men ow-
whatever was influential in the picty of their
mothers. Yes, young Man! your Mother could
not have had all her sweet influence over you,
even in early life, had she not held, in public
opinion, as near and dear a place to the heart of
God and the JLamb, as your father did, if he

also was pious. It 'was hey equality in the
Kingdom of God tin both worlds, that nade
her maternal love as powerful as paterndl law.

"Eaus had she stood lower than her hysband on
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the schle of spiritual »and eternal privilgges,
yomewould not have risen very high on the
scale of moral superiority, nor sunk so seldom
as you have done.

O, what d‘o&s not\lthe Church of Christ owe
to %1330115 Mot]{ers! When 1 ‘consider how
little the generality of even godly fathers do, in
order to train up their children in the nurture
and admonision of the Lord, I cannot but see
that the breast of thé Saviour was first full,
and first warm, after death, with the mighty
—the gracious—the wise purpose of creating
for mothers paramount motives, and opportu-
nities, and influences for making the lambs of
their fami‘}y the shecp of His fold. He fore-
saw how mueh would dcpend?® on maternal in-
fluence, and ho(w much fathers would both
lcaviie to it, and throw upbn. it; and, therefore,
His fitst act when lLe rose from the de&d, as

the Sheplterd and Bishop of souls, was to pl:t
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hongur upon his femalé disciples. Mothers!
you are sure now that it is no strain of gem-
pliment to the sex, which has run through
this chapter. You see now that I have not
been expanding an incident into a system. I
have, indeed, ‘brought. forward y:oxIxr rights Adnd
privileges from a point in the history of. Christ,
at which they are not usually exhibited or
pleaded : but I have done this hecause it is
the true point, and the*public »ct towards wo-
men, by which He gave triumphant effect in
the Church to all the claims of his female dis-
ciples. Whilst, therefore, I congratulate you
upon your equal, and equally well chartered,
privileges in %he Christian Church on carth
and in heaveti,r I remind you that you are
thus blessed, that y& may Le blessings; that
your responsibility'is equal t;) your high Lall-
ing iujChri.st Jesus, and to your joint-heirship

in his kingdom and glory.
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I hdve not forgotter, whilst explaining the
grepd general reason of the honour conferred
on the Marys, that their own character and
spirit furnish explanations of the preferenge
thus shown to them. The well known fact,
tha they were the last gt the Cross, and the
first a¢ the Sepulchre, ought never to be for-
gotten. It is not, however, the only fact
which seems to have influenced the Saviour's
conduct towards them® They had both sat at
his feet, and followed him in the regeneration
of life, long and often, before his Passion be-
gan. From the time they were called by his
grace, until all his temporal wants ceased,
they had * ministered unto hiw of their sub-
stance,” and been his, prompt and willing ser-
vants. Duringe his nfinistry, they were at
once his aptest scliolars, &nd his firmest ad-
herents. In a word, we never heard cf them

‘aking amy offence at his doctrine, or giving way
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to-either the fiery or ambitious spirit “which,
occasionally, betrayed the Apostles. This eni-
form fidelity and consistency were not likely
tp be overlooked by the Saviour, when he rose
from the dead. He who accepted. aud even re-
warded openly, the dying testimony whichdthe
penitent thief bore to His innocence, wes ;ure
to honour those holy women, who had so long
and so closely identified themselves with His
cause and character. "And Fe did. Whilsc
He only returned sympathy for sympathy to

’

the “ daughters of Jerusalem,” who only began
to weep when His woes began, he mani-
fested himself to the Marys in the garden, the
moment he parted from the angels in the Se-
pulchre. They were the first admiited to wor-,
'ship at His feet, and enjoy Hés presence, after
the Angels had finished their homage. dnd

services.
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Is tltere no practicel lesson taught bz this
hissorical fact? Does it illustrate no experi-
mental fact? ORrIGEN says, “ God hates the
man who thinks, that any of bis holidays lasjs

3

but one day.s He mecans, that the man who
thin s of the C;uciﬁxicq only on Good Fri-
day, er of the Resurrection only on Easter-
Sunday, can neither please God, nor profit
himself, by his devotions. You readily admit
this to be true.. WellP it is equally true, that
they have not much of the presence of Christ
in public ordinances, and are never sure of
enjoyment even at the Sacrament, who try not
to walk with God during the week, as well
a~ to wait on Him upon the Saobath. When-
ever there 8s heartless prayer in the closet
from day to day, there will be no heart-felt
preise in the Sanctuary ; bdeause no such com-
munications of grace, nor any such holdeof the

7.ross, am will tune the heart to the joy of peﬁi-
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tential grief, or to the jby of a good kope of
Salvz;tion. Ounly Marys who follow Chgist
through the week, are sure to meet with Christ
on the Sabbath. His salutation, ¢“.All hail,”
is now awarded most freqlllently to those who
serve him most faithfully. B R

It is also in fine and full harmony with all
just views of both Christ and Religion, to
reckon that He was much influenced in his
treatment of the Marys; by theiy sacred regard
to the Sanctity of the Sabbath, and by their
rising so early to visit his sepulchre. During
His life, he had set them an example both of
keeping *“ The holy of the Lord honourable,”

13

and of early rising. It was ¢ His custom ” to
go to the Synagogne on the Sabbath day, and
to go * ecarly in the rhorning to the temple.
This the Marys kntw, and im’itated. Not all
their sorrow or desolation, arising from' His

death and bﬁrial, was allowed” by them to se;
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aside fheir Sabbatic duties. They returned
fropn His grave, ““and rested on the Sabbath
day, according to the commandment.” That
commandment made no provision nor gave
any warfant, for finishing the funeral obse-
quis even o? Christ, althoughehe was “ the
Lotd 9f the Sabbath :” and the Marys did not
venture to take a liberty which the law did
not allow. =~ This was not Jewish strictness.
‘Tlxey only did_right. e Nothing but works of
necessity or of mercy are lawful on the Sab-
bath day: and the completion of the Saviour’s
funeral was neither. It was no work of ne-
cessity : for even if His sacred body could
lulz}ve ‘““seen corruption,” there was more than
enough of e‘nbalmingrspices around it to pre-
vent all danger. ¢ It wasenot a work of mercy’;
for: that body could no longer suffer, and was
expoiad to no insult.

. How this example should influence yeour

x 3
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Sabbatic habits and spirit.!  For, if the,Marys
would not finish the rites of Sepulture on the
day of holy rest, even in the case of the ;avi-
our, what likeness to them do those women
bear, who can finish a dress, or pay a wisit,

o]
or take a jaunt of pleasure, ori that sacred duy?



No. VIL
» ARTIALITIES IN HOLINESS.

* L nave heara’and read a great deal (said
one) about the nature an.d necessity of evan-
geucalr holiness, and about the only way of
acquiring it ; but, except in my Bible, I have
met with no.thixgg expressly on ‘ THe Beaury
of Hoxriness.” There, however, almost as
much is said about its beauty and loveliness,
as upon its necessity. Holiness is as much
commended as it is enforced, in the Word of
God; and invariably represen‘ed, as being
cqually desirgble and essential, .Now, although
1 certaiuly do no$ see‘ckarly what could bé
said on the beauty of holinass, that would help
me to follow holiness more fully and willingly,

>
I lo both see and feel, that something mote
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than even a deep sense. of its necessity, is re-
quis.ite in order to this. Ifind that it is only
in as far as I really love or admire true holi-
ness, that I follow it cheerfully. A sense of
;luty, or an apprchension of danger, leads me,
certainly, farther in wgll doing, than love wuuld
always carry me: but still, I do those‘thmgs
most and best, which I love as well as "revere.
Alas, 1 do nothing as it ought to be done!
There is, however, a be‘ter and a worse in my
obedience; and the best parts of it are those
duties which commend themselves to my heart
by their loveliness, as well as to my conscience
by their authority. 1 want, therefore, to see
all duty in this light; that I may choose it
for its own sake, as'well as submit to. it
‘pecause it cannot be '..akfely neglected.”
Perhaps, you hrve though‘t and felt thus,
when, observing how much more pleasui> you

tuke in some duties than in others. You mest



PARTIALITIES 1IN HOLINESS. 227

Liave noticed, at times, the very great differgnce
there is between the spirit in which you
discharge the duties you really love, and the
spirit in which you yield to those you are
only afraid fo.u_\migl;ct. In general you are
“gla'” when it is said tc,you, “Let us go up
to the Jiouse of the Lord:” but not always
glad when Dboth Conscience and the Holy
Spirit join In, saying, ¢ Enter thy closet, and
shut thy door, and prdy to thy Father who
seeth in secret.” Even the assurance, ¢“ He shall
reward thee openly,” does not always charm
you into your closet, even when you cannot
exactly plead the want of time to go. In like
manner, yéu can in general say from the heart,
“How amiable are thy Tabeinacles, O Lord'
God of hosts.” The house of God presents
itsell often to your mind, in %the course of the
week, as the very gate of Heaven, .Its oracles

ard ordinences, its worship and fellowship,
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with their sweet influznces and holyassocia-
tions, rise up before you in the world, as +.hey
did before David in the wilderness, in a vision
50 bright and lovely, thag you feel something
of his holy impaticence to ¢ appear before God
in Zion.” Thus yorr do no‘t say nor bk of
the Sabbath,—¢ What a weariness it is. _v:yhen
will it be over?” You do not, in general, feel
like Doeg in the temple, “ detainzd before the
Lord.” But not so often ir this fine spirit,
do you anticipate or improve your return to
the closet and the family altar. And yet, you
love them more and better than some other
duties.  They also present themselves fre-
quently as gates of Heaven too. On a bricht
morning, whén'the sm fills the house, as
with the glory of “the old Shechinah, how
exhilarating it is" to bow around the family
Altar, offering * the morning sacrifice ! ” And on

"
a stormy night, or when wearisome 'aights are
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before u8, how soothing it is to join in ¢{the
eveng sacritice ; ” casting all our care upon
Him who careth for us? And not less ex-
hilarating to our spir‘it, is the closet of secres
prayer, wher our thirst for communion with
Cod i~ ardent; n.or less(§ootlxiné, when our
cares apd fears are oppressive. Thus there is
attraction, as well as obligation, in the duty of
prayer. If d¢he law of devotion drive us
occasionally to both tfie domestic and the
solitary altar, the cords of love, or the magnets
of conscious want and weakness, draw us
habitually. We need law : but we see beauty,
and taste happiness, and sometimes lose the
sense of d.uty in the sensations of delight,
whilst drawifg nigh rnto God. Nothing,
perhaps, is more 'gratifyi;g to us, than the
prevalence of a truly devotional spirit in the
sanctuary and the closet. We welcgme it'as a

.
tolen for good, and reckon it an unequivocal
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matk of grace Whist we delight i prayer,
we cease to doubt the genuineness of our ¢aith,
and are not tempted to question the reality of
0ur conversion.

Now all this is as it should be, - We cannot
attach too much in-portan;:e to a deystional
spirit, nor be too watchful to preserve, _& for
when this evidence of personal piety deciines,
every other passes under an eclipse, which so
darkens them all, that we are unable or afraid
to trace our connexion with the Sun of Righte-
ousness. We actually lose His light, when
we lose our relish for prayer. That relish is,
however, more frequently lost or impaired by
not cultivating an equal relish for some ather

~ duties, than' by the, indulgence of sloth or
formality. We are oftener’ thrown out of the
spirit of prayer, by giving way to wrong
tempers, thar by growing weary of regular

habits.  Fits of ill-humour, whether fiery~ or
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sulky, keep us out o. the closet whilst they
lastep and make us afraid to enter it even
when they are over. Hence the necessity of
attaching almost as much importance to * a
meek ﬂf)d‘gl.l‘ict s[:irit,” as to a devotional
spint.  The former, as wg!l as the latter, is an
““ ornament of great price in the sight of God;”
and ought, therefore, to be equally lovely in our
estimation. _ But, how few see so much
n.oral beauty in self-®ontrol, or in a meek
spirit, as in a devotional spirit! Aud yet, we
all know well, that devotion is neither hea-
venly nor pleasing when we are angry or
peevish. Were it, therefore, only for the sake
of serenity and holy freedom in ‘the closet, we
ought to studyy the beauty of a 4oly temper so
closely, that we scould “no more leave ouf
hun.ours, than our habits, sto accident ; and
no more risk the consequences of an uynruly

or ‘hasty gpirit, than of a defiled conscience.
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Indeed, for every pugpose, whether practical
or d:)votional, we ought to regard good tepyper
as being as truly a mark of grace, as good
habits, or gracious feelings. It is, in all its
forms, ¢ the fruit of the S/pirit.”w Accordingly,
« long-suffering, gentleness, and meekpess,”
are classed with ¢ love, joy, peace, and faith,”
in the scriptural enumeration of the s-}.)elzial
fruits of the Holy Spirit. And, what is
equally to the point, their opposites, ‘¢ wrath,
strife, and variance,” in common with heresy,
are classed with the worst works of the flesh.
Gal. v. 19, 23. Were this duly remembered,
we should feel, in ruling our tongue and
temper well, that we were as directly proving
our faith in Chyist, and evincing our partici;
‘pation of the Holy Spi,rit, as,when we mounted
on eagles’ wings in devotion, or melted inlove
and penitence at the Sacrament. Ye.; and

we should 'both soar and sing ofteper, if ‘ve
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habituadly tried to possess our souls in pa-
tierste and equanimity.

But even this is not the duty, which has
“no corr‘lreliness” that commends it to our
taste. The worst .tempered do not admire
passon even in d]emsclvcis, howéver they may
Justify, or palliate it at times. They often
excusc it, but they never praise it, nor pre-
tend that it,makes them happy. Perhaps no
Christians see 50 cle2rly, in one sense, the
deformity of ill temper, as those who are,
then;selves, very irritable. They smart and
suffer so much from giving way to it fre-
quently, that they know well all its sad effects,
hinwever ihey may forget its smfulness, or try
.to soften ite guilt in their own’case. Neither
are they insensilfle to the beauty of a meek
and quiet spirit in others They even wish
they were like them; and, if w.ishingc could

fiake them so, they would be very glad! Of
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course, it never will :u %or in speaking thus,
they are wishing for what no one has or »zan
get in this world,—a spirit that should need
neither ruling nor watching over. Grace to
rule and watch over their o,wn rebellious spirit,
they might obtain by ,turningﬂ their idle w‘sfles
into honest prayers : l)‘ut even prayer itée]f,
however fervent, will not bring down fro;n
heaven into any bosom, a spirit which nothing
could ruffle, or which Would require no look*
ing after. There is no such temper in the
universe, except in heaven. Let us not,
therefore, amuse ourselves by drcaming about
a lovely fiction, nor deceive ourselves by ima-
gining that thuse who have an * excellent
spirit,” are so gifted with it, as.to need no
self-government nor pains-taking, in order to
excel. Those who- excel us most in temper,
will all be found to exceed us equaliy in

witchfulness.
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I do not forget, whilst writing thus, that
magy arc good-humoured, and even sweet-
tempered, who yet have no grace whatever,
uor amy coucern about it. In such cases,
therefore, N leddl]y “allow, and solemnly ﬁfﬁrm,
that the swcetnéss of their disposition proves
notiing but the healthiness of their nervous
system, or the harmony of their physical
powers, or .the absence of provocation. In
such  females, ‘therefore, haBitua] gentleness
and suavity do not amouunt even to moral
prindiple, and are in no sense the fruits of the
Spirit.  The utmost and the best which can be
said of this happy temperament, is, that it is
an invaluable gift of Providerce, very favour-
~able to all the duties of life anc godliness, and
very useful to sgciety. »It ought, thercfore,Yo
be: highly prized by all who possess it: for it
is u..questionably given by Providence, as a
raotive to seek grace ; and thiis it invowes

Yy 3°
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weighty responsibilities, and leaves its possess-
ors without excuse, if they neglect the great
salvation.

Much more responsible and inexcusable,
however, are we who have found ‘s‘.(),me grace,
and hope for still more, if we néélect our tém-
per or leave it to accident. For if nature,
when unusually gentle, bind to improvement,
how much grace confirms that obligation! If
they sin who spoil a %ne natural dispositior
by exposing it unnecessarily to temptation,
how guilty are we when we allow grace to be
defeated by nature, just because we did not
try to rule our spirit at the time!

It will not de to set off against this neglect,
the attention we pay to the great salvation
itself, and to some of :he spirifual duties which
love to Christ invglves. Indeed, the mare
attention we pay to them, the more /nex-

curable we are when we give way to a wron>~
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spirit. | Besides, we <o not attend to them,
whist the fit of ill humour lasts. That which
clouds our brow or convulses our frame, hides
both Diviue and eternal things from our sight,
for the t;'r'n.'e; and” renders it difficult, even
afterwards, t(; rehew clear and calm views of
them again. Thus, what is really spiritual
about us, is any thing but a sct-off against
what is na.tural. ¢ The image of the hea-
renly,” instead of excmsing or palliating ¢ the
image of the carthy,” only aggravates its in-
conslstency, whenever that inconsistency is
allowed, or not singled out for crucifixion.
Nothing is farther from the real design of
these hiuts, than to set an ami~ble spirit above
.ai devotiong] spirit. My objc:t is, to show
clearly how theg help ®ach other, and how
much they depend on eagh other; that thus
we nay be equally careful to cultivate both.

They are, emphatically, the win;;s on whih
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the s?ul rises to heavep; and if either.wing is
allowed to drop often, the other will not kear
the soul far nor frequently within the veil.
Hence the necessity of making Christian tem-
per a matter of deliberate s;iudy. _{v’iﬂd I mean
by studying it, not merely trying to rule_your
spirit  better than you ‘have done, nor even
being more upon your guard than formerly’;
but also contemplating its own native loveli-
ness, and its ¢ great prite” in_the sight of Gou
and man, as an “ ornament "’ of female charac-
ter. It must be loved, in order to be habit-
ually attempted. But loved it will not be,
unti] its own loveliness is seen and felt. We
must be charmed by the beauty of this feature
of the Divine mage, as well as rcharge our-
selves by its 11u1t11orit‘j"or its necessity, if we
would really abouné ix it.

This is equally true in regard to a fonbear-

in& and forgiving spirit.  The duty, of lon§-
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suffering under injury, and the still harder
dutp of both forgiving and forgetting the in-
Jury, may stand very clearly Wefore the mind,
and echlhave much weight upon the cog-
science. ‘Wg may neither despise nor dispute
our nbligation, to bury .in oblition whatever
we haye suffeged from the hand or tongue of
others: and yet, all our heart may rise and
writhe againgt the duty of telling, of showing,
tue offenders, *hat we®do forgive and forget.
Indeed, we arc inclined to think it quite
enouéh, il God know that we are trying
to do it in his sight. Nothing, perhaps, is
more mortifying than the idea of making
kpown to the offender, face tu face, that we
have got ovgr the oﬂ'exfce: excépt, indeed, the
idea of confessing our®own faults to those
whom we have offendéd.s Both duties are
sadly against the grain of human nature, even

v/nere grace has no small influence upon the
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heart, Accordingly, noither duty is, in gene-
ral, well gone through, even by those fvho
cannot be easy before God until their breaches
with man are openly healed. /

Here, again, the failure in this y'art of holi-
ness, arises from not e‘.udying. the be;\utyuo;' a
right spirit.  We look at both eonfessing and
forgiving, too much in the lights of this world',
or througl the eyes of others; and thus come
to deem that mean-si;irited' or very weak,
which God reckons signally noble and pecu-
larly lovely. Whilst, therefore, a deeper
sense of positive and imperative obligation to
confess and forgive, is of immense importance ;
still, that alone; will not lead to mucﬁ of either
until both are' admired for their beauty, as
well as admitted because o1 their authori'ty.
We must learn to love these dutics because
they are lovely in the sight of God; and for

« .
the sake of the good they create and the
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mischief they prevent, as well as for the sake
of the laws which enforce them : for, other-
wise, we shall shrink from them entirely, or
perform them grudgingly

I have @w said” quite enough to convince
you, that more than regard to the law of holi-
ness, or than the dread of the penal sanctions
‘which enforce it, is necessary, in order to a
cheerful and impartial following oF holiness.
We must bc drawu by its silken cords as well
as driven by its knottcd whip : for, otherwise,
we shall not go far enough, to make our call-
ing and election sure; nor readily enough to
prove that “the love of Christ constraineth
us.”

The grar;d question here, however, is, how
are such winning views of the beauty of Hoh-
ness to be acquired, without a degree of study
greater than we have time for, and .deepcr
than our talents can reach? = Now, happily,

thg Ethics of Holiness ware both few and
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simple. Its chief reasons are founded upon
what4 God is, upon what Christ has dona, for
us, and upon what is obviously wanted as pre-
paration for the enjoyments and engagements
of Heaven.

Did you eover observe how the first of
these reasons (which is the most profound) is
brought before us in the Scriptures? ¢ As He
who hath called you is holy, so bg ye holy in
all manner of conversation * because it is
written, Be ye holy, for I am holy.” 1 Pet. i.
15. Thus calling Grace introduces commanding
Holiness. God appeals to what he has done
for us, before telling us all we must be.  What
is ¢ written”’ to' us on the subject of l{oliness,,is
founded upon what is * wrought ” {n us by the
Holy Spirit. God remi'm’ls us that he has called
us by his grace, when he invites us to contem-
plate and copy his holiness. Thus He interests
out hearts, that he may exercise oyr under-

standing, and sway owr conscience, by the
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glories of his own character. Truly God:is
lovewin the very manner in which he gives 1aw
to his children !

Now we fondly hope that what we” have
felt of the ;*,")chr an’d sweetness of the Gospel,
is, the gracious *“calling” of Ged.  We may

.
be somewhat afraid to say that it is, positively,
that eficetual calling of God, which is < with-
out repentance” on his part: but we are very
anxious that it mgy prdve to be so, and quite
sure that it has been effectual for some good
_purp(;ses upon both our hearts and habits
already.  We may not sce so clearly the pre-
ase time of our call, as to be able, like Paul,
to point to the very moment of our conversion,
saying, ¢ When it pleased Goc to call me by

-

’

his grace:” Dbutewe 0 remember the time,
when we disliked godlinéss,sand felt no need of
grace® We are very glad that

“These tines are vast!”

4
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and would not for waorlds they shauld re-
tum..

Well; the holiness of God did not prevent
Him from calling us by his Spirit, even whilst
we were ““dead in trcspz;sses alu; sins.” In
fact, it was because He is glorious in holiness,
that the love wherewith he loved us when he
quickened us, was so ““rich in mercy:” for
bad he not loved Holiness infinitely, he would
never have taken on¢ step nor made one
stoop, to make us holy. We need not be
afraid, therefore, to study how holy the God
who called us is. ITad he been less holy, he
would not have called us nor any one. Well,
therefore, may the harp of Judah be listened
to and obeyed, «vhen it invites us to *‘ give

'
thanks at the remembrance of His holiness:”
for were not God ihﬁnitvly' and im&nutézhly
holy, there woulld be no grace to give thanks for.

‘I mentior: this particularly, because it is too
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commorsto speak and “hink only of the Love or
L]
the Merey of God, when gratitude for grace is
claimed from us.  All grace, however, 18 given
for holy purpesess and, therefore, it ought to
L)
lead out uuva, ‘thuugh(s to the Divine Holiness
whieh is the moral reason of thiss as well as to
.
the Diythe Love which is the original foun-
tain of grace. The character, as well as the
heart, of God, must be kept in view. We
have no more right to ™ok at the latter, apart
from the former, for comfort, than the twelve
tribes of Istael had to look only upon the
breastplate of Awron for their names, when he
interceded  before the Lord.  Their names
were  also upon the deryl-siones, on his

shoulders.  gThus they )\*("'0’])]:1(.&&(1 upon

¢ b -
. - L3
the seot of autlmority, as well as upon the

sea. of sympathy; aud” bggne where govern-
ment dested, as well as where grace rejzned.

L]
It*is in gllusion to this, that it is said ®f
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Christ, “ The goverwn-nt shall be wvpon his
shoulders.”

There is, therclore, something wrong in our
views, if we are afraid to think of the holiness
of God : and if we dislike to think b1 it, there 1s
much wrong in our hearts.  Our dislike will not
move, however, until our dread is removad. So
long as the holiness of God presents any thing to
terrify us: or is regarded as an attribute which
1s against us; or as an awful perfection whicu
would turn from us with ablorrence, were
it not prevented by Love and Mercy; so long
we shall not love it.  We cannot love the
holiness of God, whilst we reckon it our
enemy, or regdrd it as no farther our frierd,
than just as far as the intercessien of Christ
keeps it from breaking out ufon us in fury.

This, alas! is, however, the ordinary View
of it. In this light, the generality ccohtem-

prate it: and therefore dislike the subject. "It
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seems ty them, to have < no beauty™ that they
shoqu desire it. Do you feel at all in this
way ?  Does the Holiness of God appear to
you an inttributc fashing rather with dévol:r-
ing fire, than with soft splendour 7 Do you
.

lodk to it only frém necessity ; and never from
choice, except when yot; feel your need of a
strong check upon yourself? Were you never
so charmed 'by the beauty of Jehovah’s holi-
iess, as to ¢ givc‘ tha:&s at the remembrance”
of it? Can you hardly imagine hLow you
could ever so get over your instinctive dread
of it, ax to delight in thinking of it, or to be
capable of contemplating it with composure ?
Dpes it seem to yon impossible to be as much
_charmed wyh the holiness of G&d, as you have
been with his love and(n’ie;:y -

multiply these qliestgons, and  magnity
their®importance, just to throw yom thoughts
fally offyfrom valgar opinion, fnul fanrly feath

z 37



258 PARTIALITIES IN HOLINESS.

upon the revealed charagter of God in, Christ.
“ lnlthe face of Jesus,” the brightness of the
glory of the Divine holiness, shines as mildly
as the softest radiance of any perfection you
admire.

In order to. be conyinced of this, you have
only to ask yourseif the single question,—
““ Were God wunholy, what security would re-
main for Fhe continuance of any Jof his lovely
perfections?” Do vou. not see at a glance,
that His holiness preserves them all? It is
the vital principle of the Divine character.
Because it lives—Love, Mercy, Grace, Truth,
and Wisdom * live also.”

But I have gone so fully into this subject,
in my little wo.k on * Manry Pugry,” that I
must leave you to iollow sut the hint for
yoursclf; for, in fact, I have exhausted all my

definite ideas already,
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“ Remumpber  your rank, my Lord and
respect it,” said a venerable friend of mine
(apart) to a_young nobleman, who had so far
worgotten all that he 8wed to his ““ order,” as
to descend to vulgar manners and language in
the Mail. The deserved reproof had the de-
sired eflect: the young man resumed all the
proverbial urbanity and politeness of his high
station.

_ This is Que of the bqnchc&l influences of
hereditary and official rank : it imposes pro-
priety on powcr. It doeg not always prevent
vice? but it preserves decorum, and g¢nforces

’ o
tite semplance of virtue, in the ntercourse of
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society. When nobility, however, is enshrined
with 'noble recollections of patriotic ance-try
which hallow it more than age, or wealth, or
heraldry, more is expected from it than deco-
rum or courtesy. The descendatits of the
champions and martyrs of both civil and reli-
gious Liberty, are expected to breathe the
spirit, as well as wear the mantle, of the patriots
who immortalized their name. .A Russell,
Sidney, or Hampden, 'without public spirit,
or a Wickliffe, Ridley, Cranmer, Baxter, or
Owen, without Protestant spirit, would be an
anomaly, equally unnatural and repulsive to
the public mind : for whilst *“ England expects
every man to do his duty,” to her sacred
liberties, she caltu’ates upon sacrifiges, as well
as duty, from the lineai Lre',presm'xtatives of «“ the
mighty dead,” wha claimed with their voive,
or scaled with their blood, the charter of her

independence.  Such associations arc  noh,
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howeves, the only sovrges of honourable and
insyring fecling, which tells well upon the
interests of society at large. Nothing has
softened, or puriﬁed the intercourse of socjal

'x‘an the self-respect of females. By

hlc, more t
lespectmo‘ thcmselvcs, tor the sake of their sex,
they have won respect and homage. Their
moral influence has kept pace with their moral
tastes and jntellectual character, gnd made
itself felt like fragranc’e, in all directions; and
felt most when, like fragrance-flowers, they
seem unconscious of their own sweetness.
They have thus created ‘“ a law unto them-
sclves,” which promulgates itself without a
trumpet, and explains itself without words, and
prolongs ity own authont)’&b" tﬂen' silence. A
look defines it eVen to the dull and a blush
defends it like llghtnmh,ofrom the designing.
A wWoman has only to respect hersejf as a

woman, sn order to be respected.
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You feel, accordingly. that you owe much
to your sex, on its own account. Younsee
at a glance, both what is worthy and what is
unworthy of it. You dol not, and cannot,
forget what is expected from you or!-the single
ground of your sex. , You arc not sorry that
so much is expected. You are cven gratified
and glad, that “ whatsoever things are ])ure;
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things
are of good report,” art calculated upon, ab
almost matters of course in your character.
You can hardly regret that, when a woman

falls, she

 Falls like Lucifer, to rise no more,”

in this world. Whe feeling in the pyblic mind,
that women, like Ar‘lge'ls; musd stand or fall for
ever, is, indeed, a high onc; but it is higldy
honourable to you, and unspeakably benéicial

to gociety. It may expect and cxact tro much
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from you: but it enableg you to do more gnd
l)etffr, and both more casily, thaun if the stand-
ard of female excellence were lower.

Why pot, then, respeet your picty as’ much
as your so)f‘?. If there be any thing inspiring
and responsibie in the consideration,—“ T am

a woman, and onc of Britain’s daughters;” how
much more in the consideration,—*“ 1 am a
Christian, :ngd one of the daughtgrs of the
vord God Almighty®” The latter relation-
ship is, I am fully aware, not so easily realized
or claimed as the former; the former is your
birth-right, which nothing but crime can forfeit.
The latter is an adoption, which no virtue
can wmerit. It is not, however,-on that account
less obtuin:}ble, nor less fg&e,,n&f less ascertain-
able: for *“to as man)‘r‘”as receive Him—cven
to them that befieve on‘his,name,” Christ gives

< power,” (that is, warrant and welcome,) to

régard ghemselves as the children of Ged.
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““As many as are led, by the Spirit of God,”
they ‘are the children of God.

These are neither equivocal nor discouraging
tests of adoption. They prove your adoption
into the redeemed family of Gi)d, if you
honestly welcome Christ as y’our' only l]ope'of
salvation, and honest.ly desire to be led by the
Spirit into all truth and duty. And, do yoﬁ
not? 1f you really did not, why are you so
deeply interested in this subject? Why, elsé,
are you so anxious to be a child of God? How
came the question of your adoption to ]ay'su('h
hold upon your mind and heart ? <« Who
opened thine eyes ” to sce the need and nature

’

of ¢ being borr again,” in order to 'bccoming
one of God’s &pixitual family? This persua-
sion cometh r;ot fr.om' instinet, age, example,
or education. It isithe fruit of the Hoiy SHi-
rit.  He has ¢ qnickenoc ,7 “illuminated,” and

“ led,” wherever the Spirit of adoptien is thiis
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prized, and prayed for gnd longed after. Fhe
heast is magnetized by grace, that turns to this
holy pole.

The question n!" your adoption is, hoiavcv.er,
one Whichfurght not, and never can be well
settled, by your ‘own consciousness of certain
feclings or desires on tl.ne subject. It is a
')m('tical, as much as an experimenral ques-
won. It turns quite as much upon what you
dre trying to be anddo, as upon what you
wish to feel and enjoy. If, therefore, in addi-
tion to your solicitude to be a child of God,
you are trying to copy the likeness, and to
cultivate the spirit, of His regenerated family,
the question is settled: “y¢ are no more
strangers or iorelgners Va bt Buembers of the
““household of %od: ""‘ye- were sometimes
dz kness; but .ye are "noy light in the Lord :
walkeas children of the light.”

Amongst the many forms of scriptural ap-

2 A
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peal to those who are thus solicitous #)-ascer-
tain their adoption, the most frequent, it not
the most forcible is, “ What; know ye not
that your bodies are the temple of the Holy
Ghost, who is in you?” ¢ What agreement
hath the teniple of God with idols?  TFor ye
are the temple of the Living God: as God
hath said, 1 will dwell in them, and walk in
them, and I will be their God, and they shall
be my people. Wherefore come out from
among them,” (the ungodly,) < and be ye sepa-
rate, and 1 will receive you, and will ‘be a
Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty; and touch
not the unclean thing.” 2 Cor. vi. 16.

I wish to ﬁx‘yeur‘ attention upon this view
of yourself as a "I‘em'ple. It"is a fascinating,
as well as a solemw, view of your state dnd
respongibility. It is a view more easily ‘taken

. 4
antl retained than some others: for,malthough
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drawas from the ancient Jemple of Jerusalem,
and®thus associated with many sublime pecu-
liaritics, to which parallels would be difficult
cither toufind or fancy, it is still a simplé vigw
of a Chric.t.hp For, after all that can be said
or mngmed of the Holv Tgmpl(" it was but a
houso made with hmds, and of earthly materi-
als; and thus less likely to be made ‘¢ a habita-
tion of God through the Spirit,” than the human
frame. Solomon felt this, even when the first
temple was in all the fulness aud freshness of
its architectural glory. “Will God,” said he,
“in very deed dwell with man upon the earth ?
Behold, heidven, and the heaven of heavens,
cannot contain Thee! How”much less this
House whigh 1 have bu’lt"' ln this excla-
matlon of Soloton, t’xe mfenorlty of the
tewnple to man,.as well ag to heaven, is both
implitd and expressed.  Ov, if Solomon did

3o
not interd to say this, “a greater than Sclo-
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mon” has said it agaw and agam.. v Thus
sait]: the high and lofty One that inhal.teth
Eternity, whose name is HoLy, I dwell in the
high and holy place : with hin also that is of
a humble and contrite spirit.” Iéa Ivii. 15
“Thus saith: the LO,RD The heaven is my
throne, and the eartl'l is my footstool. W Lere
s the house that ye build unto me? Anci
where is the place of my rest? But to this
man will 1 look,—everl to him that is poor
and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my
word.” Isa. Ixvi. 1, 2. L

This settles the inferiority of all temples to
both the human soul and body. ‘rhey form a
“living temple,” and may be a ““ holy temple,”
in a higher senst than even the heaven of hea-
vens itself. -

Let us not be misled by ‘words, nor Le-

w1ldere{i wnth splendld appearances.  Lven

vowr bodics me' more * fearfully and ewondet-
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all saip&s, the wonders of the love of Chrigt.
Ephs ui. 14, 21, What “holy temples uuto
»

”»

the Lord,” the Apostle desired and expected
Believers to Dbecome! *“Christ,” says le,
“ may dwell in your hearts by faith.”
“ Christ is in ‘you, the hopg of glory.”
“Know ye not yourselves, how that Christ is
mn you?”

It will not do to overlook this often re-
Peated and press‘ed ®onsideration. It occurs
too frequently and emphatically to be trifled
withy or evaded. * Christ is in you,” says
Paul, *“ except ye be reprobates.”  This gives
awful soleranity to the question, “ Am I a
living Temple, and trying to be a holy Temple,
unto the Lord 7" For, altlough the word
““reprobate” hay uond of tig t'neauing of the
word K Reprob’ution,"-as‘that term was uscd
in the olden times of the Calvinistic contro-

L]
wersy, sUll it means so much thaf is awful gud
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ominous, that we do_well to lay deeply to
heart Paul's admonition; ¢ Examine your-
selves, whether ye be in the faith : prove your
own selves: know ye not yoursclves, l{xow that
Christ is in you, except ye‘ be reprobates,” or
without any real markf of gra‘ceé‘

Christ himself throws 'us as fully upon the
sume question, by his own representations of
the rempLEsnIP of his disciples. 1 in them,
and Thou'in me, that th:y may be one in us,V
is the grand point in whic;x his prayers for
their sanctification mect and terminate. “John
xvii. 23, “If a man love me, he will keep
my words: and my Father will loxe him, and
we will come urto him, and make our aboz{e
with him.” Jo\‘m')‘(iv\. 23. “The w'orld know-
eth not the Spirit, . { Trufa, beause it seeth him
not; but ye know him, for e dwelleth with
vou, and shall be in you.”  Johm xiv. 17,4

4
U ) . .
When such passages ae thus myltiplicd,
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they do, not (be 1t xegpllected) mean mare
as a® whole, than is meant by any one of
them.+ The design of so many, is not to
éOnvcy siich an idga ol the work or w\ltuc.ss
of. the Holy'.Spiril, as must intimidate  or
perplex  us. No, indegd :  their design is
_]‘ust'tlw very opposnte.. {Ve, ind::ed, are very
ready when such an array of texts is be-
{ore us, to tgke alarm ; or to conclude from
tl'lem, that nothing we” have experienced, and
nothing we are ever likely to possess, cun
amount to * the first-fruits of the, Spirit” even.
Multiplied statements on this subject, seem to
magnify it bdyond all ordinary piety. This is,
hqwever, Quite a mistake. The very fear, sus-
_pense, and solicitude, whichoym.l now feel, lest
this vu,w of pncty should dxsl\ove your plcty,
prove tlnt you are not® a stranger to the in-
dwellng of the Holy Ghost.  Your heart

would nether feel the worth, nor fear the wamt
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of His gracious influgnees, if it had pever ex.-
p

perienced any of them. We both havf the

Spirit, and are in some measurc ‘“afier the

Spirit,” if we seriously “ mind the things of the

Spirit.”  We are the temple's4 of the Holy

"

Ghost, if wr honestly desire and try to be
holy temples unto the Lord. '

Is this your aim 7 1f so, there is nothing in
all the host of texts which you have just re-
viewed, to discourage ybu. The grand objeet
of cach and all of them, is to penetrate your
whole spirit with the living conviction, that
you are one of God’s consecrated temples; and
thus must take care, that you neither < defile”
nor discredit the'temple of God.  Now, you lo
take some care’ thatcyou may not disgrace the
profession youh n"'—JEe;‘t‘f\at yeu may not bring
any reproach upon religion; that your lftje nay
not gi\:e the lic to your ereed or your kopes.

.
Wall; why not conncet all this holy,fear, afd



CHRISTIANS HOLY TLMPLES dha

eare, and watehfulness ewdth the consideration,
that Jou are “ the temple of God ?” You con-
uect tRem (and very properly) with your name,
and yous place in the Church of God;'wigh
your fond hope that you have found, or shall
ﬁn(l, merey of the Loxd .:vnh your good name
in vom family, and among your friends.  All
this is as it should be. T would not detach
your sense of Jesponsibility, nor your pegard to
C('msislency, from gny One of these checks and
charms upon character. It would, however,
stren;;then and prolong the inflyence of them
all, to recognise as fully, and realize as con-
stantly, you® templeship, as a Christian. That
means no more than is meant “by your profes-
sion, your pbligations, or’y&un.‘nesponsdnhty

but it defines tﬂem clmrly’,\'md commends
as wull as entmc s theuy powerfully.  You
ought, therefore, to be willing, yea thankful and
Jlad, to evail yourself of any new consideratton

thi. adds to the power b the old motixes
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which regulate your (;_('ngduct ; especially, when,
as in this instance, the rew motive is asqcrip-
tural as the old oncs.

But, why do 1 call it new? The idea of
Templeship is as old, and as often repeated in
Scripture, as the idga of (liscilz)ieslli[), sonsfxip,
or citizenslup.  You have just seen that the
New Testament is full of it. 1t does not, how-
ever, occur often in religious conyersation now,
It does not seem to huve Ehc same place ‘or
power in the mind of Christians, that the other
ideas possess. But why should it not 've as
familiar and influential as any of them? It is
not inferior to them in beauty on point; and
not so superior .to them in sublimity, as to be
difficult to colnprehend, remcml)eir‘, or apply.
“1am a living sémpie of God, and ought to
be a holy temple,” 1s as.soon dnd as easily spid,
as, ““1 am a professor of religion, and ought to
be ('0|v1sislon‘t."'

But I must not a~gue with you, as if it were



~1
~1
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optionai 4o you, to admiteor decline the use 6t
this 1'..’)ly consideration.  You are not at liberty
to ovétlook it for another day, even if you
hluvc dome pretty well without thinking ‘of Jt
hit’herto. It s, n.wst likely, the very motive
which you now want, in srder toskeep up the
pfluenee of your old motives, o following
holiness.  For, have they all ther original
vower over you 7 Does your sense of respon-
sibility as a couvart, as a disciple, as a pos-
sessor of grace, carry you all the length it did,
when you first took ¢ the vows & God ™ upon
you? If not—you may backshde until you
break down altogether on the narrow way, un-
less you get hold, at this (:rilic;.i nick of time,
~upon the wllying and infpieing cousideration
of your, templcsl:if).

I L2ow that the word il is new : but you
kuow that the idea is as old as_your Biple. 1

i
have not%oined the word for the sake of fo-

2 B
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telty, or of simgulargye but i order to arrest
attention to ¢ the mind of Christ,” as $hat 1s
expressed m the “ words which the Hol¥ Glost
teacheth.” T tell you agaiy, therefore, that it is
neither wise nor safe to c\clu(h‘ tliis seriptural
view of you: obligation to be holy, or to try to
do without /t any longer. It you are a repl
Christian, Christianity cousiders and calls you,
the temple of God, of C Imxt, and of the Spml

and remonstrates wnh you, as well as com-
mands you, to consider yowself i this light.
And wark; tyou cannot point to, nor conceive
of, any appeal to your principles, or hopes, or
responsibilities, as a Christian \voflmn. so strik-
ing in its fbru}(«and stirring in its spirit as (his
one. Look at x( ﬁ"’dlll “ What ; know ye
not that your l)odlas are ﬂm temples of the
Holy Ghost?” “Know ye not that ¢ livist.is

tn you, excent ,ve he reprobates ?”

THE END.
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