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What is our current practice?

● Provide the licensing information on external 
website [Wikimedia Commons], and insert a[n 
invisible] clickable link to the original file 
containing all relevant information.

● Assume that reuser would click on the [invisible] 
link to find the image license



What is our current practice?



What are the common problems associated 
with the current practice?

● Misattribution by reusers (or no attribution)

● Putting reusers at risk of criminal liability

● Making Wikipedia less reliable as a source of 
information



Why does image credit in Wikipedia matter?
● It minimizes or maybe even can significantly reduce 

misattribution (or no attribution) by reusers

● It protects copyright holders’ works from misuse

● It protects reusers from criminal liability or legal 
jeopardy after reuse

● It shows that Wikipedia is a trusted, credible, and 
reliable source of information





So, even though CC explicitly says that our practice is legal, but 
there are real issues with this:

1) We do not advertise free licenses, even though we arguably 
rely on them

2) We do not clearly mark non-free media (misguiding 
people) inside the articles

3) We do not set a good example on giving credit for reuse 
ourselves



The English Wikipedia (ENWP) has discussed this in the past, their 
arguments not to include image credits inside articles are listed 
here: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Perennial_proposals#Add_i
n-article_credit_for_images 

For example, “there is no need to clutter articles with this 
information. Credit is already provided for the majority of images 
by linking them to the file description page, which includes 
authorship, licensing, and more”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Perennial_proposals#Add_in-article_credit_for_images
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Perennial_proposals#Add_in-article_credit_for_images


Still, we do “clutter” articles with templates explaining to people 
that this or that text fragment was taken from this or that source 
under a free license or even in public domain:

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Daniele_da_Volterra 

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Daniele_da_Volterra


Why don’t we then have a template at the end of the article saying 
about this explicitly? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Daniele_da_Volterra 

Or at least in the terms below?

Demo

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Daniele_da_Volterra


Why don’t we have both?

A warning in the terms, as our project pages do contain media, not 
only text, but also proper citation/attribution for every image 
used

We do this for text references: we give a footnote (reference) for 
every morsel of text information used, we list sources for further 
information, we list sources used to get general information, not 
citations… And we still have a template about text included, and the 
terms…*



We already know that media helps articles*, 
and articles help promote media**

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:GLAM 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:GLAM


One of the other arguments in ENWP was 
“Maintaining these in-article credits would 
be a significant maintenance burden on our 
editors”

But there are ways to have it automated. 
Let’s talk about this

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Perennial_proposals#Add_in-article_credit_for_images 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Perennial_proposals#Add_in-article_credit_for_images


Captions and citations
with Structured Data on Commons

Dominic Byrd-McDevitt

User:Dominic



DPLA’s digital asset pipeline from US institutions

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Media_contributed_by_the_Digital_Public_Library_of_America 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Media_contributed_by_the_Digital_Public_Library_of_America


DPLA’s digital asset pipeline from US institutions

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AES_Indiana 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AES_Indiana


Structured Data on Commons for DPLA

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:May_Day_celebration,_1915_-_DPLA_-_53a76c6e0d5e25e79a30ffd71c471e75_(page_5).jpg 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:May_Day_celebration,_1915_-_DPLA_-_53a76c6e0d5e25e79a30ffd71c471e75_(page_5).jpg


DPLA’s program — General philosophy

1. Gaining buy-in/trust from cultural institutions

○ Easy entry points

○ Data stewardship

○ Attribution matters

2. Making Wikipedia doable for professionals

○ No messing with image upload at all, focus on data requirements

○ Small, discrete tasks for achievable progress

○ Minimal training necessary, with Visual Editor and CropTool



SDC for Wikipedia images
Doing both.



Previous image citation 
proposals:
● 2011: [[com:User:Martsniez/attribute]]

● 2012: [[w:Wikipedia:Image_citation]]

Manual of Style:

● [[w:MOS:CREDITS]]

???

…
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Martsniez/attribute
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Image_citation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Manual_of_Style/Captions#Credits


Analogues



Demo
Live example: [[w:Charles_Robinson_Rockwood]]

[[w:Wikipedia:Image_citation/Sample]]

{{com:embed_dpla}}

[[com:User:Dominic/SDC_citation_tests]]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Robinson_Rockwood
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Image_citation/Sample
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:Embed_dpla
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Dominic/SDC_citation_tests


Demo



Demo



What do we need to make it happen?
Arbitrary access to SDC from other wikis (see [[phab:T238798]])

Lua module on Wikipedia* (based on [[com:Module:Statement]])

Wikipedia templates (based on [[com:Template:Embed dpla]]

Visual Editor integration (need to document feature request)

…also: Wikipedia community support for structured data usage? (🤔😬😅)

<discussion> 🗣🗣

https://phabricator.wikimedia.org/T238798
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Module:Statement
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:Embed_dpla


Thank you
WMF funding:

[[meta:Grants:Project/DPLA/Extending the DPLA digital asset pipeline to 

improve quality and discoverability]]

[[commons:Commons:Digital Public Library of America/2022 SDAW project]]

Contact:

[[User:Dominic]], email dominic@dp.la 

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Grants:Project/DPLA/Extending_the_DPLA_digital_asset_pipeline_to_improve_quality_and_discoverability
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Grants:Project/DPLA/Extending_the_DPLA_digital_asset_pipeline_to_improve_quality_and_discoverability
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Digital_Public_Library_of_America/2022_SDAW_project
mailto:dominic@dp.la


So, overall: what can be done?



We can change how we do it!

After all it is *our* own practice



https://uk.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?curid=250534 

https://uk.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?curid=20425 

https://uk.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?curid=250534
https://uk.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?curid=20425


https://uk.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?curid=250534 

Demo

https://uk.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?curid=250534


Another argument in ENWP was “Including 
in-article credits would increase the incentive for 
people to "spam" their images into articles in an 
attempt to use Wikipedia for free advertising”

But Wikipedia is not an indiscriminate 
collection of information. Editors need to include only 
those images that matter anyway, this proposal does not change 
that. If anything, it makes people go the extra mile to prove that 
that specific media is needed

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Perennial_proposals#Add_in-article_credit_for_images 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Perennial_proposals#Add_in-article_credit_for_images


How to join a pilot project

Interested?



ENWP documented an argument “Mistaken 
credit of images taken from Wikipedia (e.g. 
crediting them to "Wikipedia" rather than the 
actual authors) is an issue, but it is not evident 
that this would be significantly affected by 
[another practice of media attribution]”

Well, unless we try to get that evidence, there 
indeed might not be that evidence. So….

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Perennial_proposals#Add_in-article_credit_for_images 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Perennial_proposals#Add_in-article_credit_for_images


● We don’t have to convince everybody before any change can happen

● A limited experiment can be designed to test the hypothesis that this 
would be a good change.  We could:

○ Identify a WikiProject or set of articles to experiment in

○ Implement explicit attribution and licensing on those articles

○ Measure the awareness of licensing terms among people reading 
those articles (with a small invitation at the top of those articles) 
versus a control group

○ Measure the re-use of those images in the wild, with or without 
attribution

Perhaps we can experiment!



1. If you are interested to pursue change, please post about your 
interest on the talk page of our submission: 
https://wikimania.wikimedia.org/wiki/2022_talk:Submissions/Imag
e_credits_in_Wikipedia:_Can_we_do_better  

2. After we agree on a Wikipedia/WikiProject where we can try this 
pilot, we shall get involved in creating mock-ups and discussing 
that with a local community

3. We shall assess how it worked and report to the glocal community 
after 6/12 month!

Simple next steps:

https://wikimania.wikimedia.org/wiki/2022_talk:Submissions/Image_credits_in_Wikipedia:_Can_we_do_better
https://wikimania.wikimedia.org/wiki/2022_talk:Submissions/Image_credits_in_Wikipedia:_Can_we_do_better


Prompted by the talk or maybe you had them to begin with

Any questions, concerns to discuss?



Relevant links ● Some mock-ups of populating image 
source information automatically for 
editors: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wik
i/User:Dominic/SDC_citation_tests 

● A historical essay on Image citation: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikip
edia:Image_citation 

● Informational page: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikip
edia:Perennial_proposals 

● A relevant discussion of Facebook to 
start off: 
https://m.facebook.com/groups/wik
ipediaweekly/permalink/513678787
9702335/ 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Dominic/SDC_citation_tests
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Dominic/SDC_citation_tests
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Image_citation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Image_citation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Perennial_proposals
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Perennial_proposals
https://m.facebook.com/groups/wikipediaweekly/permalink/5136787879702335/
https://m.facebook.com/groups/wikipediaweekly/permalink/5136787879702335/
https://m.facebook.com/groups/wikipediaweekly/permalink/5136787879702335/


Thank you!

Спасибі!

תודה רבה!

A dupe!


