Wikipedia depicting Mohammed

Different approaches in different environments
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Why Is this a topic of interest?

* Wikipedistically:
— Diversity of visual representations available to Wikipedia

Wikipedias with different communities and different style
guidelines

- Principles, in particular NPOV
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DELETE IMAGES INSULTING PROPHET MUHAMMAD PBUH FROM WIKIPEDIA

here for the images. We urge all Wikimedia projects from muslim countries to put the template on their main pages. Also all muslim wikipedians must protest Wikip . Acehnese Wikipedia is ready to boyoott Wikipedia if there is

fatwa from competent ulama. This template will never be removed 85 long as images insulting Islam and Prophet Muhammad pbuh that sttack more than 1.50 02,000 muslims not deleted from Wikipedia.

iscussion Is closed: After long time of wating: Not justified any reason for removing images, due to en:WP:NOTCENSORED. Use former comment

request to taHf about acewiki main page. --Juhko 05:02, 7 August 2010 (UTC)


https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Requests_for_comment/Prophet_Muhammad_images_around_Wikimedia_projects
https://ace.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%94n_Keu%C3%AB&oldid=24730

Why Is this a topic of interest?

* |slamically:

— Aniconism in Islam
- Depictions of Mohammed




INn the tiniest of nutshells

Editor at Large, Pistachio shells, CC BY-SA 2.5


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Editor_at_Large
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Pistachio_shells.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5/deed.de

INn the tiniest of nutshells

It's not a Qur'an thing, but a hadith thing
Verbal descriptions of Mohammed's appearance
Islamic schools of thought are devided

Calligraphy as classic Islamic art
There are even Muslim paintings of Mohammed

In recent years, the ,Westerners" experimented
a little...



What kinds of depictions do we have?

e Figurative depictions

— Islamic tradition - ,Western“ depictions
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chris cosco, Everybody Draw Mohammed Day -
Mohammed at night by Ysterius, CC BY-SA 2.0



https://www.flickr.com/people/73766249@N00
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Everybody_Draw_Mohammed_Day_-_Mohammed_at_night_by_Ysterius.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Everybody_Draw_Mohammed_Day_-_Mohammed_at_night_by_Ysterius.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/deed.de

do we have?

ICtIONS

What kinds of dep

« Calligraphic representations




What kinds of depictions do we have?

e Assoclative illustrations




So there are options to choose from
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Thomas Rosenau, Gummy bears, CC BY-SA 2.5


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Pumbaa80
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Gummy_bears.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5/deed.de

Is there a figurative depiction?

“'es, without face
Mo




The first image in the article is...
a calligraphy
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Arabic Wikipedia

Mohammed with face Mohammed w/o face Calligraphies Associative stuff

0 0 5 >50

* There are figurative depictions, but they do not
show Mohammed

* RfC about including figurative depiction in/since
2015: clear rejection



Aragonese Wikipedia

Mohammed with face Mohammed w/o face Calligraphies Associative stuff

2 0 0 0

 Small ,Western* Wikipedia
» Uses ,Western* depiction as first picture
* |llustrations are contested, but not very much so



Danish Wikipedia

Mohammed with face Mohammed w/o face Calligraphies Associative stuff

0 0 0 0

» Jyllands-Posten case (2005)
* Discussion in 2006
* Decision per IP in 2009



English Wikipedia

Mohammed with face Mohammed w/o face Calligraphies Associative stuff

3 2 3

» Largest Wikipedia, largest
community, largest dispute?

* Appears gquite balanced

* The talk page Is ... legendary



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talk:Muhammad

Skip to table of contents

This is the talk page for discussing improvements to the Muhammad article.
This is not a forum for general discussion of the article's subject.

) ) Be polite, and welcoming to new users Article policies
Put new text under old text. Click here to start a new topic. i L
. . . Assume good faith Mo original research
Please sign and date your posts by typing four tildes | e ) . .
s . . ) . Avoid personal attacks Meutral point of view
New to Wikipedia? Welcome! Ask guestions, get answers. . . . .

For disputes, seek dispute resclution Verifiability

. Muhammad has been listed as a level-2 vital article in People. If you can improve it, please do. This article has been rated as GA-Class.

-} edit Frequently Asked Guestions (FAG) [show]

@ Muhammad has been listed as cne of the Philosophy and religion good arficles under the good article oiteria. If you can improve it further, pleasse do so. If it no Jonger mests these cniena, you
Can reassess i

Article milestones

A news item invelving Muhammad was featured on Wikipedia’s main page in the In the news section on 19 September 2012.

A fact from this article was featured on Wikipedia's Main Page in the On thiz day.. section on M
This article is of interest to multiple WikiProjects. Click [show] for further details.
This article has been menticned by multiple media organisations:

This article is subject to discreticnary sanctions. Please edit carefully.

Important notice: Frior discussion has determined that some pictures of Muhammad are allowed. Discussion of images, and of edits regarding images, MUST be
posted to the images subpage. Removal of pictures without discussion will be reverted.

If you find Muhammad images offensive, it is possible to configure your browser or use your personal Wikipedia settings not to display them, see the FALQ.

The FAL addresses some comman points of argument, including the use of images and honorifics such as "peace be upon him". The FAQ represents prior consensus of editors here. If you are
new to this article and have a guestion or suggestion for it, please read the FALQ first.

[ — This article is written in American English {labor, traveled, realize, airplane), and some terms used in it may be different or absent from other varieties of English. According to the relevant
=—= style guide, this should not be changed without broad consensus.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talk:Muhammad

-} it Frequently Asked Questions [FAGQ)

Many of these questions arise frequently on the talk page concerning Muhammad.
» To view an explanation to the answer, click the [show] link to the right of the question.
@1: S5houldn't all the images of Muhammad be remowved because they might offend Muslims?
: Aren't the images of Muhammad false?
3: How can | hide the images using my personal Wikipedia settings?
: Why does the info box contain a stylized lege and not a picture of Muhammad?
: Why is Muhammad's name not followed by (pbwh) or (saw) in the article?
: Why does it look like the article is biased towards secular or "Western" references?
: Why can't | edit this article as an anenymous user?
: Can censorship be employed on Wikipedia?
19: Because Muhammad married an underage girl, should the article say he was a pedophile?

References



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talk:Muhammad

German Wikipedia

Mohammed with face Mohammed w/o face Calligraphies Associative stuff

5 3 1 2

* lllustration status is stable, but still contested
* We make Muslims responsible for our way

» Talk page Info:

Hinweis zu den Mohammed-Darstellungen: Die im Artikel verwendeten

Abbildungen Mohammeds aus dem 14. bis 16. Jahrhundert entstammen

ausschliedlich dem islamischen Kulturraum. Sie sind historische Dokumente
islamischer Kunst. Die Wikipedia versucht, weltanschaulich neutral im Sinne

einer Wissenssammlung zu agieren und befolgt deshalb keine aus
weltanschaulichen oder religiosen Grunden verhangten Gebote bzw. Verbote.

Weitere Informationen finden sich hier: Bilderverbot im Islam



https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diskussion:Mohammed

Malay Wikipedia

Mohammed with face Mohammed w/o face Calligraphies Associative stuff

0 0 2 1

» Typically South-East Asian in terms of illustrating
the article

 _Lemma ,Nabli Muhammad s.a.w.”

* Article ,Penggambaran Nabi Muhammad s.a.w.”
- With all the images
— Not linked from biography



Persian Wikipedia

Mohammed with face Mohammed w/o face Calligraphies Associative stuff

6 3 1 10

» Turko-Persian heritage (cf. Turkish, Tajik
Wikipedia)?

* Not just a Shia thing (cf. Azeri Wikipedia)?

* |llustrations do not seem to be questioned



Summary

* No chance for a real middle way: Using figurative depictions ,just a
little bit* equals showing them.

- Q9458:

Al-Masjid AL-Nabawi Doorjpg &

 Communities are rather autonomous
- Understanding of aesthetics and visual traditions differ
- So do the interpretations and localisations of the principles of Wikipedia
— Content curation is not done at Meta

— there Is no choice everybody will agree with
- there is no choice which is objectively perfect in all environments


https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q9458

Summary

* Choices differ.

* Having said that, can we conclude that every choice is equally
justifiable and suitable, at least somewhere?
- No!?

* Choices build on arguments, arguments can be illogical:
- Fallacy of composition: some Muslims # all Muslims
- Genetic fallacy: Arguments of extreme positions are not wrong per se
- Straw man arguments
- False dilemmas
- ,God mode*

* There Is no censorship in Wikipedia, but does this mean that
anything goes?



Does It?

Tribunal electoral, Panama


http://www.tribunal-electoral.gob.pa/html/
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