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Why is this a topic of interest?

● Wikipedistically:
– Diversity of visual representations available to Wikipedia

– Wikipedias with different communities and different style 
guidelines

– Principles, in particular NPOV

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Requests_for_comment/Prophet_Muhammad_images_around_Wikimedia_projects
https://ace.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%94n_Keu%C3%AB&oldid=24730


  

Why is this a topic of interest?

● Islamically:
– Aniconism in Islam

– Depictions of Mohammed



  

In the tiniest of nutshells

 
Editor at Large, Pistachio shells, CC BY-SA 2.5 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Editor_at_Large
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Pistachio_shells.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5/deed.de


  

In the tiniest of nutshells

● It's not a Qur'an thing, but a hadith thing
● Verbal descriptions of Mohammed's appearance
● Islamic schools of thought are devided
● Calligraphy as classic Islamic art
● There are even Muslim paintings of Mohammed
● In recent years, the „Westerners“ experimented 

a little...



  

What kinds of depictions do we have?

● Figurative depictions
– Islamic tradition – „Western“ depictions

– chris cosco, Everybody Draw Mohammed Day - 
Mohammed at night by Ysterius, CC BY-SA 2.0 

https://www.flickr.com/people/73766249@N00
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Everybody_Draw_Mohammed_Day_-_Mohammed_at_night_by_Ysterius.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Everybody_Draw_Mohammed_Day_-_Mohammed_at_night_by_Ysterius.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/deed.de


  

What kinds of depictions do we have?

● Calligraphic representations



  

What kinds of depictions do we have?

● Associative illustrations



  

So there are options to choose from

 
Thomas Rosenau, Gummy bears, CC BY-SA 2.5

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Pumbaa80
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Gummy_bears.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5/deed.de


  



  



  

Arabic Wikipedia

Mohammed with face Mohammed w/o face Calligraphies Associative stuff

0 0 5 >50

● There are figurative depictions, but they do not 
show Mohammed

● RfC about including figurative depiction in/since 
2015: clear rejection



  

Aragonese Wikipedia

Mohammed with face Mohammed w/o face Calligraphies Associative stuff

2 0 0 0

● Small „Western“ Wikipedia
● Uses „Western“ depiction as first picture
● Illustrations are contested, but not very much so



  

Danish Wikipedia

Mohammed with face Mohammed w/o face Calligraphies Associative stuff

0 0 0 0

● Jyllands-Posten case (2005)
● Discussion in 2006
● Decision per IP in 2009



  

English Wikipedia

Mohammed with face Mohammed w/o face Calligraphies Associative stuff

3 2 3 17

● Largest Wikipedia, largest 
community, largest dispute?

● Appears quite balanced
● The talk page is … legendary

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talk:Muhammad


  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talk:Muhammad


  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talk:Muhammad


  

German Wikipedia

Mohammed with face Mohammed w/o face Calligraphies Associative stuff

5 3 1 2

● Illustration status is stable, but still contested
● We make Muslims responsible for our way
● Talk page info:

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diskussion:Mohammed


  

Malay Wikipedia

Mohammed with face Mohammed w/o face Calligraphies Associative stuff

0 0 2 1

● Typically South-East Asian in terms of illustrating 
the article

● Lemma „Nabi Muhammad s.a.w.“
● Article „Penggambaran Nabi Muhammad s.a.w.“
— With all the images
— Not linked from biography



  

Persian Wikipedia

Mohammed with face Mohammed w/o face Calligraphies Associative stuff

6 3 1 10

● Turko-Persian heritage (cf. Turkish, Tajik 
Wikipedia)?

● Not just a Shia thing (cf. Azeri Wikipedia)?
● Illustrations do not seem to be questioned



  

Summary

● No chance for a real middle way: Using figurative depictions „just a 
little bit“ equals showing them.
– Q9458:

● Communities are rather autonomous
– Understanding of aesthetics and visual traditions differ

– So do the interpretations and localisations of the principles of Wikipedia

– Content curation is not done at Meta

→ there is no choice everybody will agree with

→ there is no choice which is objectively perfect in all environments

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q9458


  

Summary

● Choices differ.
● Having said that, can we conclude that every choice is equally 

justifiable and suitable, at least somewhere?
– No!?

● Choices build on arguments, arguments can be illogical:
– Fallacy of composition: some Muslims ≠ all Muslims

– Genetic fallacy: Arguments of extreme positions are not wrong per se

– Straw man arguments

– False dilemmas

– „God mode“

● There is no censorship in Wikipedia, but does this mean that 
anything goes?



  

Does it?

 
Tribunal electoral, Panama 

http://www.tribunal-electoral.gob.pa/html/


  

شكراً جزيلً
Grazie mille
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