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In the Internaticnal

Tatura, in thc Stete of Victoria,
Re Go Wells of 8 Divisicn Signels

I becaric a priscner of war 2t Singepore on 15th Fcbruary,
1942, I left therc on 3 July, 1942, with "BY ¥Forec and
arrived at Sancdakan on 18 July, 1942, and went tc andakan
Carpe

e a There were 1490 ren fronm "B Fercc at this canr. Barly
the follecwing vear 500 Englishmen arrived and in fpril, 1943,
MEN Fcrce ccnsistins of 500 Lustrelians arrived at the Ceanpe

o 1 I rcreined 2t this cerp until July, 1943, end curing that
tine 32 or 33 prisoncrs cdied from rnelnutriticn discases and
cyscntery.

4 We were acccrmodated in wcether bosrd huts built by

the Fritish for sccorrodetion of native prisoners, Thesc
huts were divicded intc thwrce cubicles cach 15 fcet by 20
fecet ané ten officers lived in cech cubicle. The ncn were
~coorrcdeted in smeller attep huts and lived fifty tc a hut,
The of ficcrs! and rnien's huts were alive with lice and bugse.
The Jepencse geve us nothing to cradicatc the vernin,

b The sar.e weter supply which the English Adninistration
hed providecd for 250 to 300 natives was 211 that the
Jepancse allcwed for zbout 1500 ren. Thec water hed tc be

rationed 2né was nct safe tce drink unless boiled.

6. lYic hod conly onc snall ccck-hcuse tc preparc ricals 1for
1500 ren. The cocking of the rice fcor thc roorning neal
correnced ot midnight znd thic ccoks kept turning it out
throughout the night with the rcsult that 1t was nct fresh
in thc nornins. Cur resls consisted cf ricec anc a soup gtofals
from a native ~rccn boiled in water. Thc Japanese focC was
ruch better in guentity ané quality than thet given the
priscners, In sddition to rice, they gct fish, vegetablces
end other delicaciles
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Za The raticns of the sick were rcduccd. The priscners cof
wer werkine at the dromc would then ¢ivide theilr rations soO

the sick got an ecquel shere, but Captailn Hoshiiini stopped

this by ccrmpelling theee priscners to ccok .ané cat their midday
ané cvening nicel et the dronce. The Japenese ¢id not provide

us with any nedical supplics other than a snell aquentity cf
guininc.

8. The prisconcrs of war were engegced on tiuc constructicn cf
an scrodrernc. Whilst I was et Sandzkan thils acrcdronc wes

uscé cntircly for rilitery e3. Thc bours cf work werc from
8,30 a.n. toc £ p.n. at rnight with an hocur for dinner anc sonme-
tires 2 ten rinuce spcell cach rerning and cvening. Aftcr thc
first wet scascn, lcvenber 1942, thc watcr and rud rottcd thc
boots off the ren end nc rcepleccrecnts werc rade. About 25 to
30 per ccnt had to werk karc-footed whilst cthecrs haed clogs
which they redce for thersclves. Thic Japanesc cdid nct l1issue any
foctweer to the prisoncrs.

9. The Japancsc cnforced discipline apeinst prisoncrs ¢f wear
by ccrpcral punishricnt of incividuels enc riass punishrcnt of
thc prisconcers as & vhole. The corperal punishrcnt consisted

of tcating with sticks, kicking and facc slapring. Alnost
every zuesréd on the aerocrcne caerricé a wcodcecn stick about 4
feet 6 inches long end ounc tc cne end a helf inches in dianmctcr
for thet purpcsc. Teetings were a delly cccurrcncc. Fte.
Darlingtcn wes sc bzély bcater that his arms were brokcn, he
wes blccding frcw hecd, fecc, erws end legs, and [ic was uncon-
scicus. Hc wes tiien ticd up end put 1n a cagc 5 fcct by 4

fecet and 2% fcct fror the grcund, Scrgcant-liejcr Asgood wes
with r¢ on a wocd party when he was strnck across the cer with
-~ stick =2nd his ceoiérur broken. liess punishrent consisted of
on 211 round cecrcesc in the retions. I nacde corpleilnts to
Ceptein Heoshijiri about the usc of the cege, thc work requirced
frorm the ricn, the low raticns thoy werc rceciving, the leckct
footwear end clcthes ond rcferred hir te the Intcrnetional
Conventions, He said he was not intcrestec in tac Internaticnzl
Conventions.,

16. Thirtcen prisoners of wnr csecopcC anc Werc rceepturcd.
Theee were tricd end scntcnecd to terrs i irpriscnrent up to
six ycars. Eight othcrs werc chorgcd with planning to Cscepc
~né werce scntcnced to irrrisconrent for up to four ycars.

11. I wee arrcsted on 24 July 1943 end then teken tc Sandakan
itary Folicc heacdquerters. herc I wes confineéd for threc
rncnths, the first thrce wecks 1n solitary confincment in e
ccll ené the rerisinder of the time with other prisoncrs 1in a
rcor: in which we werc ccentinucusly undcer cbscrvaticn and which
wes lighted 211 night. &1l oy foctwear and clothlng werc
taken from rmc with the cxccption ¢f & peir cof shcecrtse 1 was
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frequently intcrrcgeted. Corpcecral ruvnishrent end terturc werce
use by the Kerpei Tei during these interrcogetions tec cxtract
infocrmeticn. I wes flogred with a whip and beeatcen up with a
wcoden swerd cn twe or three cecasicns. I was alsc rackecd on
an inproviscd rack. I weas handcuffed anéd tied to a verendah
rafter by a rcpe passing thrcocugh the hancdcuff chain, and
arcund the rafter at such a heizht thet ¢cn kneeling 1 was sus-
pecnced with ny knees about six inches abtcve the ground, 4
bcarn ¢f wecod abcut 4 inches square and 6 feet long was pleccd
kchiné ny knccs, ancé by necans ¢f tvwc intcrrcgating officcers,
standing on citner cnd cof the rafter cnatled ny body from the
kneecs upwercs to be strctched. Ancother tean of wood sinilar
to thiet 2bove was leid ecrcess ny anklces a2nd sinilar pressurc
applied. Tlic cffcect was tc stretel ny ariss and lcgs ané elncst
brcak the ankle bcencs by neking me kncel with the fore pert

of ny focect on the ground, with the rafter aercss ny enkle on
cech c“ge. It pullecd all thc flesh awey frcrm the ankle. Lfter
two rinutcs of this treatrent I bccamc unconsciocous. I was
rcvived by water being threwn cver iy hicad. The intorrcogation
wes resuncc tc thce accorpanircnt of a2 ciffercnt type of
torturc which consisted of iy hecé being repcatedly struck in
thc seric place with a2 srall hermmer. 1 wes 2lsc becaten across
the hceé with a2 reaftcr of woeG and es ¢ result ny nidcéle car
waes brcken ancé 1 heve pernencntiy lest ny hicering in the onc
CeT «

On 16th Lugust 1943 I vas rnade tu consuric & quantity of
raw ricc. Thcy thcen introduced 2 hosce into ny thrcat and
filled nc up with watcr. The rcsult was thet after a2tcut
fcur hLcours the rice, as it abscrbcd the watcr sweclled, and
stretched the stcrach ruscles te an extraorcdinery dcecgrcc.

The ricc pulled e largc porticn of iy bewel cut through
the snus. I asked for necicel attenticn. This was rcfuscc.
£11 priscners whcen not being intcrrogetcd werce ccempelled te
sit up with crcssec lcgs from 7.30 a.rie until 10.30 p.r.

During this pcricd cf thrcc rmanths our only focd was 5
cunces cf rice end a2 srall plcece ¢f rock salt ¢r a dricd fish
heaC cech per dey.

12. On 25th Octcber 1943 Cept. Fatthews, whc hed becn errcstec
cn 22n¢ July, 1943, a nurber cf cther priscners and 1 were
shippcd to kuching. The veyege lastecd cignt days.

e werc ticl on deck throuzhcut tic whole voyeage ancd lL.ac no
covcr, bcing cxpcsed tc the suny rain ancd waves which washcd

cn tc thic deck. Our reticn was the ssrie &as at Sandakan iiilitarg
Foclice ILcacquarters.

13. I rcneincd st kuchlng for five rienthis until I was tried
cn 29th TFekrucry 1944 by ccurt-rartizl consisting of Licutcnent-
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Ccneral DLABA, Cept. Matthews snd & number c¢f cthers were
tried with nc. We were ncoct given & defending officer noxr told

whet charge wes laid ageinst us. Captain hatthews askcd what
the charge was but was not tcld; he alsc asked for e defendirng
officer but his request was refused. Wc had previously becn

courpelled teo sign cr thumbprint statcnents in Japancsc.

These hed nct been translatcé before we signed thcem ancd we

did nct know what was in ther. No¢ evidence was given, vic

were nerely questioned ¢n these steterncnts and within helf

an hour everycnc with the cxeception of lMatthews, rysclf anc
thrce other ‘renks was sentcnced, We were sentcenccé twe cdays

leter. I was scntenced tc 12 years! pcnel scrvitude with

harc latcur. LIatthcws was sentenced tc dcath. A firing squed

wes waiting for hir as I left the ccurt and about ten ninutes

later I hcard thce scund of firing coming from the direction
¢f the hEcman Cathclic Cathcedral about 100 yerds eway fror: the

Ccurt. Eight natives werc alsc cxecuted thet rorning but the
Japgnese sald thcy were killed with thce swerd. On oth March
I left Kuching fcr Outran heed Cacl.

Sworn at Essendon in the Stete ) ~

of Vietcria this the 18th Cey ) (S8Signed) K.G. WELLS.

cf Octcber 1946 ) Licut.
Ba0Y s

Rcfcre ne%

(8igned)  JOHN.KUSH,.J.F.




