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At 10:30 A.M. on the 17th I with Ambassador Kurusu called on
Secretary Hull.

Hull opened the conversation by saying that the present situae-
tion had Laen brought about because thiere were no far-sighted
Statesmen after the last war, and that we must even today prepare

to save the world from a repetition of such a situation.

Kurusu expressed sympathy with the ideca, and sald that the
United States and Japan, neither of which bhas yet Joined in the
Eurcrean War, have great resvonsibility in meeting the sltuation,
but that there are more irredinte problems which have to be solved
betwesn the two countri and avovt whilch cornerete discuszions
should at once be starte de eontinued (af'ter describirz how he
had come over t «lted States at the ro~uest of you and
the Premier, that thz Pramiar 1s sincerely deslrous
clusion of the negotiations and nolds grasater hove L
fuccess than on2 iragirzs, >nd that of iie A b oroblems avn issue
betwasn Japan and ikha Thmi'e 2tates-=non-discrininato ¥y Treaiment
in trade, the Trirariity Fach. anA vithdrawal cf trospce-the Iremier
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President's suggest As he looked at 1t, e sais
issues in the Japanese-Ararican negoclations are ulbinod
question of how Japan should harmsonize the aripartit
negotiations, and the question how the Unitecd Statcs ¢
her various insistences witl r'espece o tha salutiose
problem, and the negotiatinns. As to tihe Tripartite P
plained, Japan has treaty ovligation as well as har han.
wor.ld power, and does not darc commit tresaty violatlior. -
to be assumed that the Unitaed otates--who bas been a e ng advocate
of observance of international commnitment s-=would request Japan to
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violate one. Inasmuch as the object of the Tripartite Pact lies
pariicularly in pi'eventing extension of war and in maintenance

of pzace, il snuvid be possible to solve this point somenow. As
toe the solution of the China problem, Kuruzu said, it should be
understood that Japan cannot Aaccept rropossls which it is not POS=
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The President said that he has neard of the difficulties in
withdrawing troops in relation to the China problem. The United
Statos, he sald, has no intention either to "intervene" or to
"mediate" the problems between Japan and China, but means only

be an “1ntroducer", though the term may not be one of diplomatic
us AL0

Kurusu said that, whereas Japan has stated that her action
with respect to the obligation to go to war under the ' ‘ipartite
Pact will be determined entirely independently, it appears that
the United States took it to mean that Japan intended to stab the
United States in the back when she had become deeply entangled in
the European war. He stated that such an interpretation was en-
tirely wrong, and that clarification had been made, to the ei'fect
that Japan would act indapenjently, for the purpose of dispelling
A apparent misapprchension on the part of the United States that
Jepan would, under the inf'luence of Cermany, move at Germany's
derand, If some such broad understanding as was suggestsd by the
Preczident were reached at the present moment betwean Japan and
the United Statas concerning the pacific proolems, Kuruvea wont on,
1t would naturally "outshine" the Tripartite Pact, and American
apprrchension over the problem of application of the Pact would
consequently be dissipated.

Secretary Hull then Intervened and deseribed in detail the

German policy of aggressicn, He said that if Germany succeeded
in the conquest of Britain she would establish vVarlous puppet
regimes in South imerica, and launch an attack against the United
States with the British fleet; thait as 1t would be too late then
for the United States to cope with har, the United States must
defend herself now; and that this is the self-defense of the
United States and Japan must understand it. He thus described his
own taeory in deitail. I'ne President added that the map showing
the Central and South American pollicy of Germeony, teo which re ree
ferved in his recent Speech, 1is a real thing octained from German
government sources.

{urusu 3aid that inasmuch 43 Weé are dlscussing peace in the
Paciflic, and as tic President refers to s Japareze-Amarican general
uncarelanding, Central and South America wii. ra covercd in 1t be-
Cau=e 22 side of the Westarn Hemisphere faces il Caclivie Oceang

vhet it is, therefore, impossible that Japan shouvli beoome a partn
OI' ore who would disturb the peace of the Westcin Hewisphere, AL-
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12 Fresident agreed wih this, and
121 be in Washington until Saturaay {the a6 wils
- G2 us at any time that wo may aesire in accordarnce w:
progress of the talks with chretary Hull.




