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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

United States of Amerioca, et al (

( AFFIDAVIT
~-VS- (
i of
ARAKI, Sedeo, et al MATSUDAIRA, Yasumasa

1., I, MATSUDAIRA, Yasumaesa, meke oath and say as follows:

2. The contents of this affidavit sre based on facts within
my own knowledge and on conversations I have had with various
people as hereinafter set forth.

3. I was born in Tokyo in 1893. I graduated from Peers
School in 1912 and from the Imperial University of Kyoto Taisho 8.
After gréduating from college I became a lecturer at Mei ji
University. On graduating from college I was a lecturer of
politicel science and European political philosophy at Melji Uni-
versity for approximately 15 years. During this time I traveled
in Europe, spending two years in England and two years in France.,
In 1930 when I succeeded to my father's title I also became a
Member of the House of Peers. In June, 1936, when Marquis Kido
resigned as Chief Secretary to the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal
I was appointed his successor by the Minister of the Imperial
Household, Metsudaira, Tsuneo. Upon the recommendation of Prince
saionji, Baron Harade and Merquis Kido, I served as Chief
Seoretary to the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal, Yuasa, Kurahel,
until June 1, 1940, and continued in this capacity as Chief
Secretary to Marquis Kido until November 24, 1945. .

L. I first met Marquis Kido at Peers School and became
better acquainted with him when we were in the Imperial University
of Kyoto. Marquis Kido succeeded to his father's title and became
a Member of the House of Peers in 1917 and when I Jjoined the House
of Peers in 1930 I became even more intimaete with him. We have
been extremely friendly all these years and I have had an

excellent opportunity to observe his work, ablility, character and

-




reputation from my intimate association with him and from working
with him., While I was Chief Secretary to the Lord Keeper of the
Privy Seal I became well acquainted with the historical back-
ground of the office of the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal and
‘the duties and functions of the Lord Keeper. Prior to the Meiji
Restoration of 1868, the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal (Nai Daijin)
hed official duties to perform but with the passage of time his
office became a mere sinecure. It remained only in name. After
the Mei ji Restoration of 1868 Prinoﬁggiggtomi, who had rendered
meritorious service to the state in connection with the political
reform, wes appointed Nei Deaijin (Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal)
in 1885, the office being resusiteted specially for him. I%
was & mere honorery post. Following his death Prince Tokudaiji,
Grand Chemberlain, was concurrently appointed Lord Keeper of the
Privy Seal in 1891.

5, The present Emperor assumed regency while very young.
It was deemed necessary therefore to offer proper political
guidence to him as the Prince Regent. In deference to the strong
advocacy in evidence since the Mei ji Restoration of 1868 that
the Imperiesl Court were clearly distinguished from the government,
it was deemed improper for the Minister of the Imperial Household
to offer such guidance to the Prince Regent. Nor would it be
proper for s minister of state to engege in & court job becamse
it would lead to the introduction of polities to the Imperial
Court. The law governing the crestion of the O0ffice of Lord
Keeper of the Privy Seal stipulated that the Lord Keeper should
offer Joji Hohitsu to the Emperor which meens the offering of
advice to the Emperor from time to time by attending on His Ma jesty
constantly. In consequence the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal

was called upon to take charge of this job of advising the Prince

Regent politically and this continued after he beceame Emperor.
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6. Extra court affairs, that is political affairs,
sterted to become complicated both nationelly end international-
ly about this time so that gomething was needed by way of
l1izison between the Emperor and the cabinet. Thus circumstances
both in and out of the Imperial Court called upon the Lord
Keeper of the Prify Seal to offer his Joji Hohitsu to the Emperor
from time to time on politicel matters. This political advice
was offered to the Emperor prior to any political action on his
part so that the Emperor could meke suggestions prior to ?eﬂ}91t°
action by responsible government officials but when the govern-
ment had mede a decision pursusnt to the provisions of constitu-
tional government, the Emperor abided by those decisions and the
Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal was prohibited from interfering
with those decisions. It has been strongly and consistently
demanded since the Meiji Restoratlon of 1868 that a clear line
of demarcation be drawn between the Imperial Court to which the
Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal belonged, and the government., The
result hes been that the official duties of the Lord Keeper of
the Privy {eal as esteblished by the law pertaining to his
office, which law is & part of that governing the orgenizatlion
of the Department of the Imperiel Household, were performed along
those lines. The Lord Keeper is not empowered to take action
against or interfere with those government officials whose
responsibility was fixed under legal provisions and he had no
legal responsibility therefor. The Lord Keeper, being appointed
by the Emperor, wes a court officiel pure and simple and was
responsible solely to His Majesty the Emperor.

7. In addition to Joji Hohitsu the Lord Keeper of the
Privy Seal also had the duty of teking custody of the privy and
state seals. When documents were sent to?gfl office of the
Lord Keeper he could not refuse to affix the privy or state

geals to them if they were sanctioned by the Emperor with the
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conditions stipulated in Koshikirei all fulfilled. He wes not
authorized to make critical comments on the contents of the
documents. He was only empowered to exemine whether the condi-
tions for affixing the privy or state seals were legally fulfilled
by the documents in question.

8. Due to changing conditions during the past twenty years
& new duty devolved upon the Lord Keeper, that of recommending
& new Prime Minister in the event of a cabinet cheange. Originally it
was not the Jjob of the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal.

9. The following historicsal development was relested to
me by Prince Salonji, Count Makino. Mr. Yuasa, Kurahei, Marquis
Kido, Baron Harada and others:

10. ﬁi every Cablnet change, the Emperor first used to
inquire of the Genro about a succeeding Prime Minister. The
Genfro was defined to be a men who rendered outstanding services
to the state by personally taking sn active part in the Mei ji
Restoration and the subsequent political reforms, and who was
granted a message by the Emperor, according special treatment due
to Genro. At first there were several Genro or Elder Statesmen,
but with the passage of time, they died one after another in quick
succession. The vacancies, thus caused, could not be filled up,
due to the above-mentioned definition of the Genro. Finally,
Prince SAIONJI became the only surviving Genro. When he advenced
in age, Prince SAIONJI was living et Okitsu. As he experienced
growing difficulty in =zomm coming up to Tokyo every time he
received an Imperial inquiry, he declined the honor to be inquired
by the Emperor about a succeeding Prime Minister st a Cabinet
change. Therefore, His Majesty inquired of the Lord Keeper of the
Privy Seal about & succeeding Prime Minister, but in reply, Count
MAKINO, then the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal stated that it
would be proper for His MajJesty to inquire of the Genro sbout &
succeeding Prime Minister, because he believed that Prince SAIONJI
had intelligence enough to judge the home and foreign situation.
In accordance with the reply of the Lord Keeper of the Privy Sesal,




the Emperor inquired of Prince SAIONJI, Genro about = succeeding
Prime Minister. As Prince SAIONJI, Genro had already declined

the honor to be asked by the Emperor about = succeeding Prime
Minister, on the ground of growing difficulty experienced by him
in coming up to Tokyo, first, the Grand Cheamberlain, and later,
the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal made inquiry of the Genro, in
pursuence of Imperial request. After seeking the Genro's view,

he returned to Tokyo and reported it to the Throne. 1In case the
Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal was prevented by some unavoidable
circumstances from proceeding to Okitsu, His Chief Secretary
visited the Genro for him. This practice was continued from Count
MAKINO's time until the middle part of Mr. YUASA's tenure of of-
flce as Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal. But Prince SAIONJI, Genro,
petitioned the Emperor to release him from the responsibility for
replying to Imperial inquiries on the ground that he lost his
confidence in his replies, es he not only further advanced in age,
but his continued residence at Okitsu for =a long time kept him out
of touch with the actual situation. His Majesty was grecious
enough to consider his petition sympathetically, so that when
Prince XKONOYE tendered his resignation to the Throne together with
the resignation of his first Cabinet, His Ma jesty inquired of the
Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal YUASA, about a succeeding Prime
Minister. 1In order to XX enable the Lord Keeper of the Privy
Seal to meke a mature judgment and also assist him, the Emperor
added in inquiring of the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal about &
succeeding Prime Minister that he should submit his reply to the
Throne after consulting the Genro. This practice was since kept
up until the Genro's passing away. In consequence, Mr, YUASA,
Kurahei, then Lord Keeper of the Privy Bea}, in order to make a
mature judgment, first separately visited £he ex-Premiers and the
President of the Privy Council and had exchanges of views with them,
after which he proceeded to the Genro. After consulting the Genro,

e
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he submitted his reply to the Throne on his own responsibility.
Both Baron Harada and Marquis Kido told me that the idea of the

Lord Keeper seeking advice from Senior Statesmen and then making
a recommendation to the Throne originated from FPrince SAIONJII.

It was generally understood from custom that if his reply to

the Inmperial inquiry led to bad results, the Lord Keeper was not
responsible therarqc;;‘ because the responsibllity of the acts of
the Prime Minister were assumed by the Prime Minister when he
ﬁook office and he was legally responsible for his own conduot of

gtate affairs as provided in the Constitution, The responsibility

of the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal disappeared the moment he
submitted his reply to the Throne and it was =ccerted by His
Majesty. Should the Lord Xeeper cf the Privy Seal forfeit

Imperial confidence as the result of his reply to the Imperial
inquiry, and which later proved unfortunate, he would not be per-

mitted %o stay in his post any longer. Henoe the Lord Feever of
the Privy Seal was rcoponsible to the Emperor alone.

1l. Even before lMarquis XIDO became Lord ¥eeper of the
Privy Segl on June 1, 1940, he and I had discussed on several occa-
gions the best method of procedure to be followed for the recommuen~
dation of a Frime Minister at a cabinet EEEXIHE ohange. I recall
that in June, 1939, we egreed that it would be better for the Lord
Keeper to hold a conference with the Senior Statesmen and obtain
their views rather than a procedure whereby the Lord Keeper would
interview each of them separately. He told me at that time and I
egreed with him that this method of procecdure would eliminate

speculation, rumors and malacious propaganda which would lead to
~political unrest as it was a danger that the Lord Keeper might |
- be engaging in politiocs if he saw sach of the ex-premiers

_ separately. Furthermore, by obtaining their views in conference
it would be possible to discuss all the facte objectively and

&
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the Senlor Statesmen would be able to benefit from one another's
views, We both further thought that no vote should be taken at
the conference but that all the views of all the Senior States-
men should be submitted to the Throne together with the lLord
Keeper's recommendation, This was the procedure which Marquis
KIDO followed when he became Lord Keeper and in the one instance
where there was a Cabinet change while Marquis XIDO was Lord
Keeper and while FPrince SATIONJI was still alive I obtalned
Prince SAIONJI's fooommendation and views on the succeedling Prime
Minister and reported them to Marquis XIDO, This was on the
occaslion of the resignation of the YONAI Cabinet and the moumem
commencement of the 2nd KONOYE Cabinet in July, 1940,

12, In order to understand why it was necessery to

adopt & method of procedure for the recommendation of a new

Prime Minister which would be above suspicion, a knowledge of the
trials and tribulations of the office of the Lords Keeper of the
Privy Seal prior to Marquis KIDO 1s necessary. The political
strife of recent years in Jepan involved & sharp controversy
between the militarists and the liberalists, The militarists
ailmed at governing Japan as & self-complaisant and self-important
Japan--nationalists, whereas the liberalists aimed at administer-
ing Japan as an international Jeapan--internationalists, Within
the militaristic nationalist group there were two factions, each
seeking to eliminate the other and seize control of the govern-
ment. Prince SAIONJI, whom I knew very woll; was the leader of
the liberalists. On many ocecasions he talked to me about the
necessity of mainteining international peace and the necessity of
Jepen's Covernment being conducted strietly in accordance with
the Constitution. T know Prinee SAIONJI submitted his opinions
to the Emperor on many occasions strictly in aceordance with

those ideas and that His lMajesty readily followed his advice and
underatbod the Prince's politicel prineiples,




13. The group, which enjoyed Prince 3ATONII's trust and

was on good terms with the Prince wag headed by Count MAYINO and
included Mr. YUASA, Kurahel, who succeaded the Count as Lord
EKeeper of the Privy Seal, Trince SATONTI trusted Frince ZONOTE
and Marquis XIDO of the rising generation and took trouble to gx-
tend guidance to them, I know this from my contact and conversa-
tions with those people and also from Prince SATONTI's private
Secretary, Baron TARADA, All of these men who advoecated peaceful

relations betweeh' nations and internationalism as national volicies

in general and pursued a pro-Western policy as a definite measure
for the realization of those general policies were invariably ex-
cluded by the Army which was opposed to such policies, IHence they
found themselves exnosed to the danger of aszssssinations at
various irecidents, ineluvding the Nay fifteenth and February
twenty-sixth inoldents. Attempts were mede on the life of Count
VAKINO several times; Viscount SAITO, who succeeded him as lord
Xecper of the Privy Seal, fell a victim to the dagger of an
agsassin, Assessinotion of Mr. YUASA, Kurahei who succeeded

XIX Viscount SATTO as Lord Keeper of the Privy Sd;al was attempted
several times, though they falled. Plots and attempts to kill
Herquis XIDO were made on three occaslions, February 26, 1936,
July 5, 1940, end Auvgust 15, 16, 1945, Cases of melicious Propa-
genda egainst them as well as plots on their lives, were too meny
o be enumerated here. It may not be necessary to recapitulate
them either, esrcoially ainoe_s they ere widely known, In addition
%o those who were very olose to Prince SAIONTI » Just referred to,
others who were regarded as Prince SATONII's friends, sharing in

the Prinee's political prineiples were either essassinated or

exposed to the danger of assassination, The salient cases in
point were Viscount X, TAKAHASFT, who vas killed and Admiral OKADA,

who was attacked.
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1, The Emperor was like-minded as Trince SAT ONJI, the
Genro. In view of the faet thet the Ammy and ultre~prightist
groups had steadily encroached on the political fleld, the only
surviving Genro Prince SATONJI intended to make the Lord Keeper of
the Privy Seal to act as bulwark egainst or deterent upon dictator-
ship, espoused by the Army and others. This accounts for metiocu-
lous care teken by the Prince in choosling the Iord Keeper of the
Privy Seal, All muccessive Lord Keepers of the Trivy Senl were
chosen by him far this apecirfic purpose, When I had an interview
with Prince SATONJY, I heard this fram him at £4ras hand, Not
only that, 1t may be also clear from the faet that the successive
Lord Keepers of the Privy Seal , inocluding MAFTNO, SATIT), YUASA end
EIDO, became tergets of atteck by the so-callsd young military
officers and ultra-rirhtists since the country was gripped by
politlical unrest. Further judging by telks which T had with Prince
SATONTI, Count YAXINO end others from tims to time, it wes clear
that Marquis RIDO was trusted as most capable Chlef Secretary to
the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal, which post then was hsla by
Count MAKINO and that the Marquls vigorously assisted his supeariors
along lines of this policy. At that time, he studied the politieal
situation in elose touch with Baron HARADA, Prince SATONTI's private
seoratary and Prines KONOYZ, I recall that member of the House of
Peers as I was, I frequently met and had exchanges of views with
Marquls KIDO, Chief Searatary to the Lord Keeper of the Privy Sea 1;
Baron HARADA, and Prince KONOYE.

15« It was during the March incident of 1931 and the
Manchurian incident that cotivities of part of the Amy and ultroe
rightist groups first eame to the fore in the political field,
baving farereaching effects on Jepan's trend, later., I recall that
Marquis XIDO reminiscently told me about it years later as follows:

*Ps
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- Mhen T beceme Chief Seoretary to the Lord

Keeper of the Trivy Seal, Count MAKINO, big affairs
suoch as the Merch incident and the Manchurian inci-

dent cropped up one arfter another in quick succession

within glx months of my assumption of office. The
Merch incident falled but we attached extreme

importance to 1t, because 1t was & forerunner of the

Army's attempts at launching on the political field
to carry out national reforms, We thought it was a

very serious affair. Therefore, I had talks with

Prince XONOYE, Baron FARADA, private secretary to
Prince SATONJI, and others about 1t sc as to stop it

on the one hand and on the other, nlace politics on
normel "tracks", TUnder guldance of Prince SATIONJI, I
worked hard together with Prinoce XONOYE and others

not only to accomplish this by guiding the Ammy as

mich as possible 20 as to prevent it from going to
extremes, while takirg up positions opposed to the
situation, but also to strengthen politicel power for
party politicians, thet is, ©o0 ensure sound development
for constituticnel government. Incident after incident
whlich cropped up later in quick succession, however,
fast added to the Army's power, with the result thet
we falled to carry out our origirel pler to our gzreat

regre'_b g™
During the February 26th incident, Viscount SAITO, Lord

Keeper of the Privy Seal under whom Marouls KIDO served as Chief
Secretery, was assassinated, and Admiral OKADA, then Prime ¥inis-
tar, was also first thought to have shared the sams fate, This
oalled upon Marquis KIDO to make extraordinary efforts to avert
;?urthar trouble which he did pursuant to Imperial wishes, As an

_"—-;MI‘HM"';-' ]




}i aftermath of the incident, Mr, YUASA, Kurahei, then Minister
| of the Imperial Household, was appointed Lord Keeper of the
Privy Seal, This necessitated the choice of a new Minister of
the Imperial Household, Shortly after Mr, MATSUDAIRA, Tsuneo
was chosen as Minister of the Imperial Household in 1936 Marquis
KIDO told me to the following effect:
"It was I who recommended Mr. I'.:ATSUDAIRA;
Tsuneo to the Throne as succeeding Minister of the
Imperial Household and urged him to accept the
offer, I was actuated by the burning desire to keep
' the Imperial Court at least free from infiltration
I of Army influences."
17. Mr, VATSUDAIRA, Tsuneo had just returned home from
England, where he represented Japan as Ambessedor. He was 2180
diplomatic envoy to the United States of America, and was
brended by the Amy as a pro-British and a pro-American leader.,
Ma.rquia KIDO's moral courage in recommending him to the Throne
as Minister of the Imperial Household in the midst of pressure
from the Army cannot be too highly estimated, I recall that it
frequently became the topic of conversation later when I hed
chats with Prince KONOYE and Baron FARADA., Both of them paid
high tributes to Marquis XIDO for his moral ‘courage of no mean
order in recommending Mr. NMATSUDAIRA, Tsuneo to the Throne as
Minister of the Imperial Household. YUASA I{URAH E'
18, After I became Chief Secretary to. , the
Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal, Merquis XIDO was appointed
President of the Bureau of Peeragze in the Imperial Household

Department. In October, 1937, several months after the first
KONOYE Cabinet was formed, the Marquis joined the Cabinet and

became Minister of Education as successor to Mr. YASUI, who

resigned. Falling back on my past connections with the Merquis,

I was in touch with him to gm gather informetion about the Ceabinet.
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* On many occasions he told me he was paying the most serious
ENGHEEXXE thought to termination of hostilities with China at
the earliest possible opportunity, greatly worried about the in-

cessant extension of the China Affalir, When he was offered the

portfolio of Education, he told me that he did not like to join

a war cabinet, but he decided to Jjolin the Cabinet in complieance
with Prince KONOYE's importunate request to put forth his efforts
for restoration of peace ﬁith.China as member of the Cabilinet.

Prince XONOYE also told me to the same effect.

19. Marquis XIDO Joined the HIRANUMA Cabinet of 1939 as
Ninister of Home Affairs, This Cabinet was troubled so much with
the question of strengthening the tripartite anticomintern pact,
that it was rumored to collapse from time to time, T was in
close touch with Marquis KIDO at that time., Inasmuch as he was
not a constituent member of the Five-Minister conference, however,
to which the question was referred, the Marcuis was not much
acquainted with the contents of the gquestion, so that I was not
eble to obtain much information from him., The Five-Minister con-
ference met scores of times, and yet it falled to arrive at any
conclusion, Meanwhile, the Army, which got fReffully impatient
began to work on the outside, for the purpose of interesting the
public in strengthening the tripartite anticomintern pact. The
inevitable result was that an alarming situeation was cereated from
the viewpoint of maintenance of peace and order, In consequence;
I recall that Marquis XIDO in his capacity of Home Minister was
greatly worried, He thought that the question must be handled
most tactfully; because in case the Cabinet collapsed due to this
question, the antagonism between the Army and Navy would come up
to surface, causing unrest to the people; while should the Senior

Statesmen and other leaders be wiped out by terroristic actions,
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the country would be plunged into a state of anarchy and dis-
turbance, when it might be most probably come under the reign of

extremists, I recall that he gave this question serious thought.,
Whéh an anti-British and anti-American agitation broke out about
that time, the Marquis in his capacity of Home Minister controlled
it through orders and directions to the Chief of the Metropolitan
Police Bureau and Director of Police Affairs in the Home Ministry,

The measure, taken by him, however, was criticized by both those

oprosed to the extremists and the Army as well as by the pro-
British end pro-Americen people, but his real intentions may be
clearly seen from what was mentioned above, Both factions
denounced him. One faction said he was too lenient, the other
sald he was too striet, I heard from lMerquis INOUYE, Saburo
that in 1938 when he visited Germany &s culturel envoy, wvon
Ribbentrop, German Minister of Foreign Affairs in an interview
with him, oited Marquis XIDO as one of the leading pro-British
end pro-American statesmen 19 Japan,

20. In 1940 when Mr, YUASA resigned as Lord Keeper of the
Privy Beal on account of ill health, Merguis XIDO was aprointed
Lord Keeper of the Privy Seel in succession to him, Prior to
Marquis KIDO's appointment, Mr, MATSUDAIRA, Tsunco, then Ninistey
of the Imperiel Household, who was responsible for recommending a
succeeding Lord Keeper of the Frivy Seal to the Throne, invited
16 10 express my opinion to him on the question of the succeeding
Lord EKeeper of the Privy Seal, He also told me to seek the view
of Prince SAIONJI, the Genro. Accordingly, I spoke with Baron
HARADA, private secretary of Prince SAIONJI, several times in
Tokyo on this question., After ascertaining that the Prince, who
was in Oldtsu, recomrended liarquis ¥XIDO as succeeding Lord Keeper
of the Privy Seal, I reported to Mr. l'ATSUDAIRA; Hinister of the
Imperial Household to that effect. I understood from Mr,
VATSUDAIRA, Minister of the Imperial Household, that the Minister
of the Imperial Household sought the views of Nr, YUASA, Kurahei,
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; cutgoing Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal, who was confined to
bed end Pringe XONOYE too, who all recommended Marquis KIDO asg
succeeding Lord Keeper of the Privy Seel, I kmow of no
militery leoaders who endorsed Merquis XIDO for this position.
I know of none of the accused who either endorsed him or took
any active paxt in securing his eppointment to this mosition.
2ls When the nuestlion of coneluding a tripartite
alliance pact between Tapan, Germany, and Italy under the
seocond XONOYE Cabinet arose, !.E&rqtiiu KIDO feared that it might
eventually cause & clash between Tepan and Ameries end told me
to that effect several times, Marquis IIDO said he had talks
with Prime Minister XONOYE and Forelgn Minister MATSUOKA about I
this point and told me unﬁo thet both the Trime Minister and
the Foreign Minister were of the opinion that this alliance was
intended for averting war with Amerieca, but it was beyond hie
comprehension. I recall that he told me so in a disapvointed
manner.,
| 22. True to his official dutles to offer joji hohitsu
| , Or counsel to the Emperor from time to time, by constantly
attending on His Majesty, Marquils XIDO refrained from conmentine
on the reports, submitted by the Ministere of Stete to the
Eaperor. In talks with me, however, he used to exrress his
private views that he feeared thic allicnee might move in a
direction opposed to bringing sbout of world reace, luiging by
actual polities, notwithstanding the piraseology of the alllence
to the contrary, or might '.isher In war with ‘merlea and Britaein.
Should things come to such a pass, the Marquis used to tell me
that it would be a serious affair for Japan. The Marquls re~
nained true to his officiel duties, never going beyoné their
gcope; but at the same time, he left nothinr desirable undcne
in seeking a better understanding between the Emperor and the
Niunisters of State, inecluding the Prime Minlster,
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23. Advice on the conduct of state affalrs is offered to
the Emperor by the Ministers of State or Cedbinet Minlsters; eadvice
on the conduet of Court affairs is offered to the Emperor by the

Minister of the Imperiel Household end advice on nilitary orera-

tlons is offered by the High Commend, Advice was offered to the
Emperor by the Lord Keeper of the Frivy Seal on other affairs
when he was asked by the Emperor to offer counsel to the Throne,
What could be the affairs, then, on which the Lord Keeper of the
Privy Seal was called upon to offer 6ounsel to the Emperor? He
was called upon to offer oounael.ﬁo Hils Majesty on his mental
attitude. Put in other words, he was expeoted to offer advice to
the Fmperor on the guestion as to how to operete the verious
responsible organs under him as constitutional monsreh. The
Emperor of Japan 1s a constitutional monaerch. Setting aside
constitutional provisions, the Jepanese conatitutional'monaroﬁy
wes In fect patterned after thet of England. Prince SATONIT told
me that guldance which he offered to the present Emperor was made
along those lines., The Emperor, too wes intent upon observing
this constitutional tradition intently, His ajesty personally
visited England; while the Prince of Connaught, the Trince of
Wales, the Duke of Gloucester, and others paid visits AU IETEN
to the Emperor since the Meilji era., There wus & cordial exchange
of courtesies between the Japanese Imperial Tamily and the
British Royal family. And the Emperor deeply appreciated the warm
friendship, shown by the British royal family and people to the
Japanese Inperial femily and people,

2, Marquis XIDO told me that at the outbreak of the
Pacific War, the Emperor told to Prime Minister TOTO to the fole
lowing effectt

"I have not yet forgotten hospitality and kinde-

ness shown to me by the English Royal family when I

visited England end also warm friendship, menifested by the

British people to me, It grieves me to go to war with them,"
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25, DMentally end pollitically trained ag he 1s, the
Emperor attaches importance to fixing of responsibility himself,
g0 that in Ihia talke with the Lord Keeper of the FPrivy Seal
or seeking the latter's views of counsel, His Majesty paid
serupulous care not to go beyond his official duties., I know
of no instance where Marquis XIDO on his part ever went beyond
the provinece of his official duties as Lord Keeper of the Privy
Seal, It may be recapitulated that Marquis KIDO offered his
counsel to the Emperor on His Maj esﬁy 's moental attitude or line
of action prior to the commission of political action. I will
refrain from referring to the theoreticel aspeect of the mttar;
as 1t 1s fully discussed by Dr, SASAKI, Soichi, Professor of
the XKyoto Imperial University, in his article, Tor fecilitating
a practical understanding of tha‘question. however, let me give
en explanation with some instances.

26, The Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal used to have an
eaudience with the Emperor almost every day of recent years,

When Count MAEKINO became Lord Eeeper of the Privy Seal he first
did not attend office every day. When some important affair
oocourred, he used to be summoned to the Imperial Court, Then he
proceeded to the Palace to have an eudience with the Emperor.
Generally speeking, the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal was more
frequently summoned to the Palace since the Vay IX 15th incident,
s0 that later Mr, YUASA, Kuraheil nearly every day attended
office and hed en audience with the Emperor from the very begin-
ning of his assumption of office as Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal.
But those audiences were private interviews, so that the Emperor
would never order a Minister of State to execute the contents of
those interviews, nor would the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal
advise the Emperor to execute his own private views, While I was
Chief Secretary to YUASA, Kurahei, Lord Keeper of the FPrivy Seal;
I know from conversations with him thet he sometimes submitted
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his own private views to the Throne for the purpose of helping
the Emperor grasp the political asituation both 2t home and
abroad and sc that he could understand what was submitted by
'iuister of State te the Throne or mentally prepare hinself
for pagsing proper Judgment. As a matter of fact, therefore,
a Hinister of State prior to or after his acudience with the
;I# Emperor often called on YUASA, lord Keever of the Irivy Seal;
110 explain his report to the Empe:or for the purpose of
amplifying it or deecpening the Lord Xeeper's understanding of

it, But such en explanation, given by a Minister of State to
the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal was done for hls own con-

* g

_! venlence, and was not called for by any lezal provislons.

&7+ Vhen Marquis KIDO was appointed Lord Keeper of the
Privy Seal I continued as Chief Secretsary end in accordance with
the dutles of my office I used to obtain informetion from various
sourgces and report to him so that he would be ndvised of what
vas transpiring, This ves necemsary so that he would be well
informed in the event that the Emperor asked him any cuestions
on current matters. The following is an account of the
prineiple events which took place while Narquils ¥ido was Lord
Keeper of the Privy Seal,

28 In June, 1941, I recelved information that there was
& possibllity that war would breask out soon between Germany and
Rusasia, At £hﬂt time I hed several conversations with Marouis
KIDO discussing Foreign Minister MATSUOEA's intention to
advocate a military expedition apainst Russia as well as an
advance to southern regions, Ve wore both very much disturbed
about this,

23« After word was received on June 22, 1941, that
Germany had commenoced war against Russia, & certain section of
the military commenced advoeating an sdvence on Russia by Japan.

Wwe were all fearful that such a course would be pursued,
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Lisison conferences were held continuously dlscussing this ques-
tions Incidental to this question ¢f a peasoful edvance toward
the south, T kert Margquis XIDO inforzed of the progress of the

liaison confsrences although I never attended any of these con-

fersnces, TFinegRly on July 2, 1941, an Imperiel Conference was
helds I was informed at that time that Trince XONOYE was

successful in dissuading the military from rroceeding againast
Rugsla and thet Tapan would ondeavor to edvence in the southern

reglons through diplomatic means, I informed Yarquie KIDO of
the foregoing decislon of the Imperial Conference. T was not
informed at that time that there had been a decision in the
Imperlal Conference that preparations for 2 wer with Inglend and
America would be carried forward in the event that the
diplomatle relations broke down.

30, TForeign Minister VATSUOKA's poliey continued to be
an enigma %o us, I had & telephone conversation with Pritce
KONOYE at 1:30 o'elock in the morning of July 15. The substence
of this conversation was that Matsuoke was pursuing a2 policy
which would interfere with the success of Amerlcar-Jevarese
diplomatio negotiations and that contrary to EIEXIHATFictInny
KONOYE's instructions the Toreign Minister had sent a cable %o
Anbasgsador NOMURA rejecting Seoretary Hull's oral statesment and
he did not submit any compromise suggestions to Ambessador

NOURA, Themmexl porrdegxit: repertedhnkiet the enreonvererett ong
Foxdmpqudm kIR, At 2 o'olook in the morning of July 15
TERAZAKI, Chief of the Americern Affalrs Bureau, alsc telephoned

me that MATSUOKA had sent the telegram, Ee too was perturbed
that MATSUOXA had taken such & course. The next morning I
reported both of these conversations to Marquis KIDO and we

discussed what measures gould possibly be teken with respect s

i d oo

Foreign Minlster so that the negotistions with Ameriea eould be
successfully coneluded, We errived at the opinion that steps
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E should be taken to sbteln the Forelgn ¥inlstor's resignation and
1f bhe di& not reslgn tho enly thing left would ba to have the
Cebinct rezizn en bloo and have KONOYE form a new oabinet,

- ﬂ-“'f'; - — -

Although the latter course mey have an unfavorable reaotian;*we
could ses no other way out of the situstion, The next day, July
16, 194), the cabinet resicned en bhloe., I have read larguls
¥IDO's statement to be presented to the Tridbunal with recpect to
the oevents that transpired on Secptember 5 and September 6, 1941,
I aid not know about these conferences at the time they took
placa but severnl cays thereafter“unrquis ¥IDO $0ld me about
them as related in his aforesaild affidavit, At that time he

told me that he waos very much disgusted with the weak attitude
which Frince XONOYE had adopted.

31, About October 13, 1941, it bescame apparent that the
KONOYE Cebinet would collepse., From thoat date until formation
of the TOJO Cebinet on October 17, 1941, T had a number of ocon-
versations with Merquis ¥IDO, the substonce of eall or'whioh is
as follows: There was a suggestion from varlous querters that
Prince HIGASEIXUNI should be the next Premior, Marcuis X¥IDO
told me and I agreed with him, that a rince of the blood should
not accept the Premiershlp at this time unless the nmilitary first
egreed on a peaceful policy and thaet he should not be aprointed
to Wwing sbout such a situation because if he falled and the
country was plunged inte war the Royal Famlly would be blesmed for
1t Harquis XIDO told me that the main stumbling block in any
efforts toward peace was the Imperiel decision of December 6,
1941, 'Hb-éxplaingd to me thet it was hie ifdea and he explained
to me that the ne&t Fremier should 1f posslble he free from that
decislon, and thet he intended to ask the Emperor to zive such a
direction, Ie further stated that due to the adamant stand of
the Arny t¢ go to war with Amexrice, that it wes nécessary to have
a Premier who could control the Army end prevent en !
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internal ¥¥EX revolution when the necessary negotiations with
America were finally accomplished, A third point which was
bothering him was the utter lack of oooperation between the Army
and the Navy, The Army was bent on war and the Navy was opposed
to it but would not come out and say so openly., He thought that
there should be greater unity between the two of them, that is
neither of them should be unbending in their decisions towards
cne auother. TMe alsc explaired thet the next Premier should be
one who was thoroughly femilier with the Government's policies
in all the events leading up to the deeision of September 6 and
the subsequent eventé. After having analyzed the situation
Karcuis KIDO and I then discussed who would be the best Fremler
under the clroumstances, We both thought that it was necessary
to have someons from the fighting services 2s no civilian would
be able to control the military. We talked about Ceneral
UCAKT who had been mentioned by some as a possible successor
but we arrived at e conelusion that the situation was too
delicate to take a chanece in recomnending him because of the
possibllity thet he would be unable to form a Cabinet as had
happened in the past snd furthermore that his ebility to control
the Amy was an unknown gquantity es he had been in retirement
for some years and his power was therefore insuffielent. We
alsc discussed the merits and demerits of Admiral OIKAWA and
General TOJO, We considered the fact that OIVAWA represented the
Navy which was opposed to war but we felt that if OIKAWA was
appointed the chances would be that the Army would not obey nm;
and that 1t =ight lead to & revolution by the Amy. On the other
hand we thought that if TOJ0 was saddled with the responsibility
of belng Prime Minlster and was ordered to disregard the deeision
of September 6th thet he would be able to continue the negotia~
tions with America to a auooeaamhl conclusion and control the
Amy, On the afternoon of October 16, 1941, before KONOYE
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appeared at the Palace to tender his resigration, we further
discussed the patter and XIDO told me that he had noticed

a change in TOJO0 during the pest feow days and that he was nov
advocating war 1f the Navy wes opposed to 1t, Rarquls KIDO
tolé me he was going to disouss the matier further with Prince
KONOYE and arrive at e declslon, The next morning when I eaw
Marquis ¥XIDO he told me thet Frince KONOYE hed called him on
the telenhone end steted that he was in favor of recormending

TOTO., The meetling of the Senlor Statesmen vag held that

afternoon, '*\’{- ~.
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<T; recall that a few days after the formation of the TO0JO

Caebinet, Marquis KIDO, Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal, told

me very Joyfully in his room that "TOJO is reviewing thi

negotiation with America with a will." Several days later,

he told me to the following effect:
"T0JO is studying the negotiation with America in dead
earnest. When I asked him what should be done to control
the Army in case the negotiations are successful, he assured
me that he would control the Army at the risk of his own
life."
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3 2) A few davs prior to Noverber 19, 1941, Marquis ¥IDO told
me that he had an idoa which might result in making the governe
ment BEFEGIENEIENX ond the military more cuutious and perhaps

avoid & decision for wear. His idea was to have the meoting

between the Scnier Statesmen cnd the Cebinet members at which
the Senior Statssmen ocould express thelr opinlong and influence
the Cebinet members with their conservative opinicn, MNerquls

¥IDO meds this suggestion to the Emperor on November 19, 1941.

He also suggested it to TOTO who at flrst demurred but esome
| days later consented to such a meelling. On November 29, 1941,
! members of the Oabinet med with the Senlor Statesmen, Mergquis
KIDO was in his offica g1l that morning and I know he did notv

attend the meeting. He did, however, have luncheon with the

Emparbr, members of the Cebinet and Senior Statesmen, After

luncheon for sbout one hour the Sonior Statesmen and TOJO met

. ——. SE——— —

in the prasence of the Emperor. Larquis KIDO attended this

mectine but I understood efter 1t was over that Marquis EKID0
aid not say anything &t this meeting. The purpose of that

neatinz was for thae Emperor to receive the opinions of the Senior
Statesmen., After the hearing in the Imperiel Fresence the
Cabinat members and the Senior Statesmen had & further meeting

et which nelther ¥IDO nor the Emperor attended.
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iy 497 Foilowing the outbresk of the wear, Marquis KIDO had

¢
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a pessimistic outlook on the war. Once hostilities opened, 1%

is needless to say that he never hoped that Japan would be de-

feated, but he never was self-womplacent as as to dream of straight

victories nor was he unaware of the necessity for peace &as

quickly as possible. It was his realistic outlook on the war
thet it would be impossible for Japen to win an unbroken series

of one-sided victories, and it would be the possible best for

| Japan to restore peace when those who advocated 1t had attained

their objective. Following the fall of Singapore, I remember

him telling me that "now that the ABCD encirclement line 1s

broken, it is time to selze the opportunity to make pe&ace."”
I was also like-mipnded. But the least hint of the idea could
not have been given at that t.ium{- Otherwise it would have been

stopped. Both the Marquis and Seeretly seaexes wur DI Iﬂ§




34 after ir, SHIGHMITSU beoeme Farelgn iinister in April,

1943, he and Marquis XIDO had many conversations in an endeavor
to take the proper steps to obtain an e_arly peage. I knew

that Marquis KIDO and he were working toward this end and I

too had many conversations with Mr, SHIGEMITSU, ™

R R e Ly 1
o AL R L

“From then on, I, under seoret instruections from the
Lord Foeper of the Privy Seal kept in toueh with various
i quarters to study the situstion, both home and forsign on
the one hand and on the other to seize oppertunity for restor-
f’ ing peace between Japan and the Allies. I reported to Marguis

KIDO the information I obtained and in Jenuery, 1944, the
Marquis told me, "Let us secretly study a peace formula.",
s he was snxious to deo something conorete., I hed many
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conversations with Mr. Shigemitsu and so did Marquis Kido
during 1944. I kept in seoret'gﬁuoh with suiltable officials
in the Foreign Office, ¥ar end Névy Ministries and Munition
, Ministry to meke closer studies, ﬁhe results of whioch I

‘ submitted to the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal.

:5J;T I had an interview with the Lord Keeper of the Privy
Seal in February, 1945, when I thought that those studies
reached a stage in which a conclusion should be arrived at.
But no peace talk could be made openly. Otherwise, those who
were party to 1t would be ostracized or outlswed. From the
end of 1944, however, there were many politicians who secretly
and yet zealously advocated peace, feeling deep concern over
the future of the country. The umbatsu, however, kept a
vigilent watch over the new turn of the sltuation, so thet
the peace movement hed to be conducted with metioculous care
and the utmost caution. The greut psins, taken by the Lord
Keeper of the Privy Sesl, in the midst of such &n atmosphere
were really inspiring. it that time, the Lord Keeper of the
Privy Seal never allowed the syllable of peace talk openly to
slip out of his lips, so that there were meny people who
earnestly advocated peace and who requested me to arrange inter-

views between them and the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal for
the avowed purpose of urging upon him the necessity for meking
peace with the sllles to save Japen. I tried to arrange inter-
views between some of them and Merquis KIDO, who, however, used
to tell me:
"Even if I mecet them, I know that they have the same
opinions &8s I do. They are generelly regarded by the
public as peace advocates or pacifists. Should I, Lord
Keeper of the Privy Seal, meet them at this Juncture,
I would be associated with a pouce movement, with which
the Emperor might be also associated by the public. Our

cause would be defeated, should the Emperor be won over
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to the opposite influence. It would do for some time,
even if KIDO should be regarded as bigoted or as Jjingoist.
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Time will show. If only our country is suveJ}, I shall
be entirely stgisfied.” !
I remember him adding to that occasion:
"Japen may now be likened to a ship entering an unchearted,
narrow strait, full of sunken rock, Make Just a little
deviation from the right course, and she would be stranded.
I must petition His Majesty to take drastic asction at
an opportune time."
3(,') I was strongly impressed that Marquis KIDO, Lord
Keeper of the Privy Sgal, was invardly troubled greatly by
the peace movement with whioh he identified himself, and yet
outwardly betrayed nothing.["
f;:m;;;“;I;;“I; Pebruary, I told Marquis KIDO, Lord
Keeper of the Privy cSeal, in his room to the following effect:
"This is no time for mere thinking eny longer. It is time
for action. XZven 1f we teke zction immedistely for ful-
filment of the peace formula, it will take & pretty long
time, situated as we &ﬁe' Should it be too late, we
should be prepared for‘de&th, a8 it would be inexocuseable."
Whereupon the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal replied:
"Certainly. I have been long fully prepared for deeth,
Besldes I also think it is already time for taking
definite asotion for fulfilment of the pesce formula,
S0 you may be prepared for it."
He added:
"I have faced death twice before. First, I faced it in

dealing with the aftermath of the February 26th incident
and then in meking endeavors for the continuation of the
negotistion with America. I mey face death for a third time.
This time I may be possibly killed.™
77, In order to heve the Emperor obtein the views of

the Senior Statesmen on the necessity of restoration of peece,

Marquis KIDO arranged to have them appear before the Emperor

) individually. Hg could nod arrange for a meeting with all
of them at once &ne, as the military would become suspicious.
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This wes accomplished in February 1945. On June 9, 1945, I
saw ¥arguis KIDO in his office before noon and he told me about
his plen against the pending national orisis which existed at
that time. He s;mwod me his maenuscript and I read it. It

was the toﬁtativo plan for peace moves and Marquis KIDO

explained it to me very enthusiastically. M)
mmorted :1; “peaoo move plan to the
Throne in the asfternoon on the same day, and his plan was
approved by His Majesty, the Emperor. I knew this from ny
conversation with Marquis KIDO which took place soon after he

haed the eudience with the Emperor, |

also heard from Marquis KIDO thet he discussed
with the Premier and other ministers sbout his peace move

plen later on.
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ontinued

"Z<. I understand that Primeg Minister SUZUKI and fdmiral YONAI
approved it in general and that Var Minister ANAMI was of the
opinion that the enemy should be dealt‘é telling blow befére
overtures were made for peace, It wes about this time that some

of the Military became suspicious that larquis KIDO was trying

' —

to bring about peace and a movement was started by them to oust

L""-n-

larquis KIDO as Lord Keeper. Marquls KIDO told me that he had had
an audience with the Emperor regarding the proposed meeting of

the Supreme Council for Direction of wWar and at that time he had
advised the Emperor that the previous decision of June 8th 1945
should not he a deterrent to psace moves, At the meeting of the

Council on June 22nd, 1945 the Emperor communicated to the Council

L.

nis desire that peace be effectuated. It was shortly after this thai
efforts were made to enter into peace negotiations through the
nediation of the Soviet Union and have Prince KONOYE go to loscow

to make the necessary arrangementse Prince KONUYE agreed to do o

but the necessary approval was never obtained from loscow. MNavquls

EIDO told me about that time that he was heartily in favor of this

move and did all he could to accomplish itT.
:2 After the Potsdam Declaration was issued, marquis KIDO

|
immediately made up his mind that Japan should accept whe it and

terminate the war On the morning of August 9th, 1945 he had an

andience with the Tuwperor about this and after thet ke, in accordance

with directions from His Majestly, he advised the Prime Minister that

steps should be taken immediately to take advandtage of the Potsdam

Declaration. The Prime Minister called a ‘meeting of the Supreme |

L

Council for Direction of War atl which time they discussed tne

s =ptance of the Potsdam Declaration on four conditions.

-

Lro? That afternoon the Cabinet held a meeting 2t which time 1% was 1
whether or not to accept the Potsdam Declaration
They

vnable to decide

on the one condition of preservation of the Imperial House.

decided however to submit the gquestion to the Emperor for his

in the early morning of August 10th, after

= Pl

decision. Accordingly,
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Imperial Conference was held in the presence of his Majesty, declision

was arrived at to accept the Potsdam Declaration with this one
condition. After this decision was arrived at, pursvant to his
suggestion and Imperial approval, Marquis KIDO worked on the pre-
paration of the Imperial Rescript to be dellvered to the nation

over the radio. Pending the reply from the Allies the situation in
Japan wes tense as there was a possibility that there might be

a revolution. Marquis KIDO and I discussed on several occasions

how we could meet any opposition pendaing the accentance of

the peace terms. In the event that There was trouble ﬁe thought

up a plan of having the Emperor call not only the War Ministry

and the Chiefs of Staff but also the differens diviszional commanders
in Tokyc and Section Chiefs and order them to maintain order

after making them understand fully the Imperial wishes in this resp:
Marquis KIDO so advised the Enperor and His Majesty called a
Admiral YONAI and General ANAMI and first discussed this with

them. They said they would give the matter consideration and

later Admiral YONAI reported thet he would assume full responsibiﬁty
for peace and order so His Majesty did nothing further about it.
l+_" Tn order to render all assistance possible to effectuvate
peace, Marquis KIDO, commencing about August 12th, remained con-
stantly at his office not even returning home at night. He had
many conferences with verious officials who were luke warm about

accepting the peace terms and I know from my convarsations with

him that he was vigorously ee advocating the acceptance of the

Potsdam Declaration and -trying to win people over uoO that thought.

Finally on August l4th, after the Allied reply had been rﬁfeived,
:Lri}r;‘-'.-u/{
Marquls KIDC had an audience with the Emperor and waped Nim TO

command the government to accept 3t the Allie's terms without a

moment's delay as there was a possibility that the situation might

get out of control. Marquis KIDO alsc had a conference with Prime

Minister SUZUKI and they both petition=d the Emperor for an
audience at which w time the Prime liinister requested the

convocation of an Imperial Conference which was held that eveningd

at which time it was decided to terminate the war.
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L‘.\L,It was early on the fnc:rning of August 15th that a rebellion
occurred in the Guard Division and an attempt was made to assassinate
Marquis KIDO who, upon hearing of this, took refuge_in the underground
vatu vault room in the Hinistry'of the Imperial Household. They

were also seeking the phonograph record containing the Impexiad
Emperor's rescript as they wanted to destroy it. Further attempt

was made by the same outfit to assassinate lMarquis KIDO when they
called at the home of his brother on August 1l6th,
i4:;.lﬁwminwrpmrsonal assoclation with Marquls KIDO, btoth in -and

out of public office, and from my coOmversations with him and many

others and from my knowledge of larquis KIDO's acts and thoughts

I know that at no time was he ever in favor of war but on the contrary
he exerted his hest efforts to control the militarists in Japen.

In his capacity as Lord Keeper of the Frivy Seal he was in an extremel;
difficult position in his eer$ae constant endeavors to curb the
militarists. The constant pressure of the militaristic group in
obtaining political power was soO great that no ornie person or small
grour of persons in Japan could possibly have prevented the war,

Marquis KIDO at all times was devoting his energies trying to curb the

E
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E_ INTERFATICNAL MILITSRY TRIBUNAL FOR THY FAR EAST

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al

o8 s, Lo L

A -PRLLAD-A-Vel T

LT B I I B T ™

of
MATSUDA , Yasumasa

"

(
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ARAKI, Sadao, et al

T T A .
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l. I, MATOUDAIR#A, Yasumasa, make osth and say as follows:

2, The contents of this affidevit are based on facsts within

1“-!.-.—5;__.:’- et

my 'own knowledge and on conversetions I have had with various

———

people &s nereinafter set forth.
Jo I was born in Tokyo in 1893. I graduated from Peers

l 3chool in 1912 and from the Imperisl University of Kyoto Teisho 8,

After greduating from college I became & lecturer at Meiji

| University. On graduating froi: college I was & lecturer of political

‘ science anngufupean roliticel philosophy at Meiji University for

!. approzimetely 15 yeurs. During this time I tr&véled in Europe,

? spending two years in “nyland snd two yeers in France, In 1930 when
I succeeded to my fether's title I slso became & Member of the House

i of Peers, In June, 1936, when Merquis llido resigned as Chief

| Secretary to the Lord Kesper of the Privy Leel I was appointed his

sucgessor by the Minicter of the Tmperizl Household, Matsudeire,

Tsuneo. Upon tae recowu..endstion of Prince Sﬁionji, Baron Hereada

end Merguls Kido, I served as Chief Secretary to the Lord Keeper

¢l the Privy Sesel, Yuasa, Kurehei, until June 1, 1940, &nd

:" continued in this cepacity es Chief Secretary to Marquis Kido until

. November 24, 1945, '

i e I first met Msrcuis Kido st Peers 5chool and became better

acquainted with him when we were in rhe Tmrerial University of Kyofo.

. Merquis Kido succeeded to his Iutiwr's L1 .77 aad bsceme a Member of

the House of Peers in 1917 snd «when I J>inea tne House of Peers in

SRR e
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1930 I became seven lome tntimste sl nin. We have been extremely - * )

friendly all these ycars gnd I Dryva wad an excellent opportunity to .

observe his work, ebility, charscier end reputetion from my intimate

oy

.{ .

' onistion with him end from working with him. While I was Chief
Zziretary to the Lord Keeper of the Privy GSeal 1 pecame well
| aoqueinted with the historical basckground ol the office of the Lord
Keeper of the Privy Seel end the duties snd functions of the Lord
| Keeper, Prilor to tie reiji R&btoration of 1868, the Lord Keeper
 of the Privy Sesl (Nal Deijin) had officiel duties to perform.but

with the passage of time his office beceme & mere sinecure., It

.

ﬁ remained only in neme. After the Mel ji Restoration of 1868 Prince

| Senjo, Senetomi, whe hed rendered meritorious service to the statve

| in connection with the politicel refora, Wos cppointed Nai Deijin
(Lord Keeper of the Privy Seel) in 1885, the office being
resusitated specislly for him. Tt wes & mere honorary post.

! Following his death, Prince Tokudeiji, Grend Chemberleln, was con-

| surrently eppointed Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal in 1891.

| 5, The present Bapsror essumed regenscy while very young. It
Al was deemed necessary therefore to offer proper political guldancs

to him as the Prince Rezent. In deterence to the strong advocady

in evidence since tha Meljl Restorction of 1868 thet the Imperial \

iy, A —— -
-

Court were clesrly distinguished Ifrown the government, it wes deemed
improper‘for the Minister of the Imperiel Household to offer such
guidance to the Prince Regent. Mor would it be proper for & minister
of state to engege in & court job because it would lead to the
introduction of politics to the Imperiel court. The law governing
the crestion of the Office of Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal
stipulated that the Lord Keeper should offer Joji Hohitsu to the
Emperor which meens the of fering of advice to the Emperor from time
to time hy sttending on His Majastv ~cnchently. In sonsequence the
Lord Keeper of the Privy Saal wWas oo S apoh 60 take charge of this

&2 &
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Defense Doc, 2503 .
jod of advisinz the Iliﬁce Regeﬁ%iprlitically snd this centinued i =
after he became EmnpeIor . :
6/ Extra courf affairs, tnuﬁ is, political affairs, started
to become complicated both nationelly and internationally about
this time so that something was needed by way of lialison between
the Emperor and the cabinst. Thus cirzcunstences both in and out of
the Imperial Court called upon the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal to
of fer his Joji Xohitsu to the Emperor from time to time on political
matters. This political udvice wes offered to the Emperor prior to
any political action or his part so that the Zmperor could make
suggestions prior to definite ection by responsible government
officiels but when the government had mede & decision pursuant to
the provisions of constitutionsl governwment, the Emperor ablided by
those decisions sna the Lord iLeeper of the DPrivy Seal was pronibited
from interfering with those decisions. It has been strongly and
consistently demended since the Meiji Restoration of 1868 thet &
slear line of demarsetion be drawn between the Impsrial Court to
which the Lord ..eeper of the Privy Leul belonged, end the governmsnt.,
The result has been thet the officisl duties of the Lord Keeper of
the Privy Sesel &s astafli;nea by the law pertaining to his off'ice,
which law is a part of that governing the organization of the
Department of the Imperiszl Househnld, were performed along those
lines. The Lord Keeper is not empowered to take sction against or
interfere with those government offiziels whose responsibility was
fixed under legal provisions and he had no legal responsibility
therefor. The Lord i.eepsr, being esppointed by vne Emperor, was 8

court of ficiael pure and simple end was respoensible sclely to His

Ma jesty, the Emperor.

7. In addition to Joji Hohitsu,the Lord Keeper of the Irivy
Seal also had the duty of taking cuc -’y »? the privy and state
seals, VWhen documents were sent to thne L. 1. .« of the Lord Keeper he

could not refuse to affix the privy or statc sesls to them if they

-

i, (I - -
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were sanctioned br v Epperor with hi- condftions stipulated in
Koshildirei all fulfilled, He ras not authorized to make critical
comments on the contonts of the documents, He was only empowered
to examine vhecther the conditions for ufﬁxing the privy or state
seals were logally fulfilled by the documents in question.

8, Duc to changing conditions during the past twenty years
a new duty devolvéd upon the Lord Keeper, that of recommending a
nev Prime Minister in the event of a cabinet change. Originally it
was not the job of thc Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal,

9, The follotihg historical development wns related to me by
Prince Saionji, Ccmlt. Mokino, Mr, Yuasa, Kumhei, Marquis Kido,
Baron Harmda nnd o;bhers.

10, At every Cabinct change, tﬁe Empceror first used to
inguire of the Genro about n succeeding Prime Ministor. The Gonro
vas defined to be a man who rendered outstanding services to the
state by personnlly taking an active part in the leiji Restoration
end the subsequent political rcforms, and vwho was granted o message
by the Emperor, sccording special treatment due to Genro, Lt first
there werc several Genro or Elder Statesmen, but with the passnge
of time, thyy died onc ufter another in quick suocession, The
vacaneies, thus caused, could not be filled up, due t'o the Ebove=
mentioned definition of the Genro., Finally, Prince Saionjil became
the only surviving Genro, 'hen he ndvanced in age, Prince Saionji
vas living at Okitsu. As he experienced growing difficulty in
coming up to Tokyo every time he received an Imperial inquiry, he
deelined the honor to be inguired by the Emperor about a succeeding
Prime Minister at a Cabinet changed. Thercfore, His Majesby inquired
of the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal about a succeeding Prime
Mind ster, but in reply, Count Makino, then the Lord Kecper of the
Privy Seal stated th~t it would be proper for His flajesty to inquire

of the Genro about a succeeding Primo iinusici, hozeuse he believed

gy A=
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.nat Priunce Ssionji had intelligence enough to judge the home end
oreign situstion. In esccordance with the reply of the Lord Keeper

‘I the Privy 5esl, the Emperor inquired of Prince SAIONJI, Genro

.--"m o

ibout & succeeding Prime Minister. 4s Prince SAIONJI, Genro had

:1lready declined the honor to be asxec by the Emperor &bout a
-ucceeding Prime Minister, on the ground of growing difficulty
Xperienced by him in coming’up to Tokyo, first, the {rand Chamberlair
‘T leter, the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal pade inquiry of the
Genin, in pursuancé of Imperial recuest. After seeking the Genro's
"16W, he returned to Tokyo and reported it to the Throne. In case
“-.8 LOTL Fesper of the Privy Seal was prevented by some unavoidable
ircumstaiges from nroceeding to Ckitsu, iils Chief Secretary'visited
the Genro ior him, This préztice wes continued from Count Mekino's
time until te wmiddle part of Mr. YUASA's tenure of office as
Lord Keeper of the Privy Seel. But Prince SAIONJI,IGenro,
setitionsd the Emperor to release him from the responsibility for
*eplying to Immrisl inquiries on the ground -that he lost his
zonfidence in hjsfreplies, as he not only further advanced in ege,
01t nls continuel residence at Qkitsu for a long time kept him out
L. touch with the actusl situestior.. His I'a josty was grscious enough
‘0 sonsider his pelition ‘sympathetizally, so that when Zrince
-ONCYE tendered his resignation to the Throne together with the
‘esignation of his first cebinet, His Majucsty inguired of the Lord
>2per of the Privy Séal YUASA, about & succeeding Prims Minister.,
™ order to enable the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal to meke & mature
idgment and also assist him, the Emperor added in inquiring of tha
.ocrd Keeper of the Privy Seal about & succeeding Prime Minister that
¢ should submit his reply to the Thronz after consulting the Genro.
nis prectice was sinse kept up until the Gzanro's passing.away. In
‘onsequence, Mr. YUASA, Kurahei, then Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal,

7 order to make a&-mature judgment, firect seperately visited the

o
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x~-Premier's and the President of the Privy Councill and had

+chenges of views with.them, after which he proceeded to the Genro.
fter consulting the Genro, he submitted his reply to the Throne

;ﬁ his own responsibility. Both Baror Herade and Marquis Kido told
> thet the idea of the Lord Keeper seceking advice from Senior
tetesmen and then meking @ recommeandation to the Throne origineted
‘rom Prince SAIONJI. It was generally understood from custom that
.f his reply to the Imperial inquiry led to bad results, the Lord
séeper was not responsible therefor, because the responsibility of
Je2 aots of the Prime Minister were assumed by the Prime Minister
:en he took office and he was legally responsible for his own
onduct of stete affairs as provided in the Constitution. The
sesponsibility of the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal disappeered the
roment he submitted his reply to the Throne and it wass azcepted by
1is Ma jesty. Should the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal forfeibt
Imperial confidence as the result of his reply to the Imperiel
inquiry, and which 1atef proved unrortunate, he would not be per-
witted to stay in his post any longer. Hence the Lord Keeper of the
-»ivy Seel was responsible to the Emperor ualone.

1l =®van before Msrquis KIDO becime Lord Keeper of the Irivy
3eel on June 1, 1940, he and I had discussed on several occasions
che best method of procedure to be followed for the recommendation
°of @ Prime Minister at a cebinet cnange. I recell that in June, 1939,
fe ggreed that it would be better for the Lord Keeper to hold a
conrsrence with the Senior Statesmen and obtain their views rather
nan & procedure whereby the Lord Keeper would interview each of
them separately. - He told me &t thst time and I agreed with him
that this method of procedure would e=liminate speculation, rumors
ind melicious propagenda which would lead to political unrest as it
+3S 8 danger that the Lord Kesper might be engeging in politics if

n€é saw each of the ex~-Premiers seperciviy. Furthermore, by

- ——— - S WY i R ——— i
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obtaining their views in coniei1cice i1 would be possible to discuss
&ll the facts objectively and the Senior Ste&tesmel would be able to
benefit from one another's views. 1\/e both further thought that no
#ote should be teken at the conference but that all the. wlewus of all
the Senior Btatesmen should bs submitted to the Throne together with
the Lord Keeper's reczoumendation., This wes the procedure which
ﬁarquis KIDO followed when he became Lord Keeper and in the one
instance where there wss & Cabinet_d1ange while Marquis KIDO was
Lord Keeper and while Prince SAIONJI was still alive I obtained
Prince SAIONJI's recommendation and views on the succeeding Prime
Minister end reported them to Marquis KIDO. This was on the
o2casion of the resignation of the YONAI Cabiﬁet and the commence-
ment of the 2nd KONOYE Cabinet {n July, 1940.

12, 1In order to understend why it was necessary to adopt a
method of procedure for the reccnmendation of a new Prime Minister
whizch would be ebove suspicion, a knowledge of the trials and tribu-
iationa of the office of tiie Lori fpopers of the Privy Seal prior
to Marquis KIDO is necessary. The political strife of recent years
in Japan involved a sharp contrcversy between the militarists and the
liberalists. The militerists almed st governing Japan as a self-
camplaisant and selr-important Japan--nationelists, whereas the
liberalists aimed at edministering Japan &s an international Japan--
internationalists. VWithin the nilitaristic nationalist group there
were two Tactions, each seeking to eliminate the other and seize
control of the government. Prince SAIONJI, whom I knew very well,
wes the leader of the liberalists. On many occasions he talked to
me about the necessity of wmainteining international peace and the
naoessitytof J&pan'sddﬁvernmant being conducted strictly in
avcordance with the Constitution. T iy« Firince SAIQNJI submitted
his opinions to the Emperor or .sny . ~.:i_rc shristly in accordance

with those ideas and that His Majesty resdily followed his advice
..7...
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Lo 2nderstond the Prince's pdiigﬁﬂﬁi principles.
! 3. The group, which enjoywzd Orinue SAIONJI's trust and was
. 2ood terms with the Prince was headed by Count MAKINO &nd
icluded Mr. VI'ASA, Kurehei, who su~ceeaca She Count as Lord Keeper
»f the Privy Seal. Prince SAIONJI :rusted Prince KONOYE and Merquis
+1DO of the rising generstion ead tnck troutle to extend guidance to
2m, I know this from my contact and conversations with those
2ople and &lso from Prince SAIONJI's private secretary, Baron
HARADA. All of these men who advocated peaceful relations between
W -at¥oms amd internationalism s nationzl policies in general and
ursuea a pro-Western policy es & definite measure for the realiza-
~ion of those general policies were invar_ably excluded by the Army
ihich vies opposed %o such policies. Hence they found themselves
a2xposed to the danger of assassinations at various incidents,
including the NMasy fifteenth and Februery twenty-sixth incidents.
Attempts were mede on the 1ife of Count MAKINO several times;
viscount BAYTO, whu succeeded him as Lord Keeper of the Privy oeal,
"ell a victim to the dagger of an assassin. Assassinstion of Mr.
JASA, Kurahei, who succeeded Viscount SAIT¢ as Lord Keeper of the
Privy Seal was attempted severel times, thouzh they failed. Plots
nd attempts to kill Marquis KIDO were made on three occasions,
ebruary 26, 1936, July 5, 1.8, and Auvgusc 15, 16, 1945. Cases of
malicious propugende against them as well &s piots cn their lives,
'ere too meny to be enumerated here. It may not be necessary to
recapitulapf them either, especielly since they are widely known. In
‘ddition to those who wgg? very clcse ©o Prince SAIONJI, Jjust
-eferred to, others Wh;fgépe regarded a3 Prince SAIONJI's friends,
sharing in the Prince's pbl&t%oal principles were either assassinatoq
or exposed to the deanger oriﬁﬁsuza?psLlon. The salient cases in
noint~mere-Visaaunt-Hn'TﬁKAHﬁ%ﬁi; L de s EF1Ted and“ﬂémiral OKADA 4

‘ho wag“attaecked, *
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14, The Emrcror WAg -ikc-windedsde Priace SAIONJI, the Genro,
Tn view of the fset thet the Army and ultra-rightist groups had
steadily encroeched omn the political field, the only gurviving Genro
Prince SATONJI intended %o make the Tord Keeper of the Privy Seal to
act as bulwark ageinst or deterrent upon dictatorarip, espoused by
the Army end others. This acsounts for meticulous gare taken by the

Prince in choosing the Lord heepér of the Privy Seal, All successive

Lord Keepers of the Privy Seal were ¢hosen by him Ior this specific

purpose. When I had e&n interview with Prince SAIUNJI, I heard this
from him at first hand. Not only that, it may be &lso clear from
the fast thet the successive Lord Keepers of the Privy Seal,
including MAKINO, SAITQ, YUASA snd KIDO, became targets of attack by
the so-called young military officers and ultra-rightists since ?he
country wes grivped by politicel unrest, Further judging by talk;l
which I had with Prince SAIONJII, Count MAKINO eand others from time
to time, it wes clear that Marquis KIDO was trusted &s most capable
Chief Secretary to the Lord Keeper of the Privy .eal, which post
thﬂn was held by Count MAKINO snd that tﬁa.Mﬁrquis vigorously
assisted his superiors slong lines of this policy. At thet time, he
studied the politizal situstion in close touch with Baron HARADA,
Prince SAICNJI's private secretary and Prines KONOYE. I recall that
member of the House of Peers a&s I wes, I freguently met and had
exchanges of views with Marquis KIDO, Chief Secretary to the Lord
Kaeper of the Privy Seal, Beron HARADA, nd Prince KONOYE.

15, It wes during the Marech incident of 1931 and the
Menchurian incident thet activities of part .of the Army &nd ultra-
rightist groups+irst came to the fore in the politicel field, having

far-reaching effects on Jepen's trend, later. I recall that Merquis

KIDQ xreministently told me abcu- ' =2 -, iater ss follows:

-~
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| *whay T became Chief %:ﬂratﬁfy =twthe Lord Keeper of
the Privy Seal, Count MAKINU, big s{feirs such as the
March incident snd the Manﬂhurian incident cropped up one
after another in quick susosssion within six months of my
assumption of office. The March incident feailed but we
attached extreme importance to it, because it wes & fore-
runner of the Army's attempts at leunshing on the politicel
field to carry out national relorms. Wé thougnftit was 8
very serious affair, Therefore, I had telks ?ith Prince
KONOYE, Baron [IARADA, private secretary to PTiﬁce.Sﬁ;ONJI,
snd others sbout it so &s to stor it on the oﬁe hand aud
on the other, place politics on nornmel 'trecks'. Under
zuidance of Prince SAIONJI, I worked herd together with
Prince AQ0NOYE end oé&'s not only to eccomplish this by
zuiding the Army s much as possible so 4ds to prevent it
from going to extremes, while taking up vositions opposed
%o the situation, but also to strengthen politdical power
for paf€§'politicians, that is, to ensure sound development
for constitutional government. Incident after incident
which cronped up later in guirk sucecessicrh, hcwever, fast
sdded to the Army's power, with the zesw © that we failed
to cerrv out our original plan to our greet regret.”
16, During the Februsry 2eth incident, Viscount SsITO, Lord
Keeper of the Privy Seal under whom Marquis KIDO served as Chief
Secretery, wes assassinated, end Admiral CKADA, then Prime Minister,
was also first thought to have shared the same fate. This called
upon Merquis KIDO to make extreordinery eriorts to avert further
trouble whieh he did purcuent tco Imperjsl wishes. As an aftermath
of the incident, Mr. YU2SA Xursbk=i thsa Minister of the Imperisl

Household, -was appointed ierd Keepar of the Privy-Seals- This
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necessitated the chnice of @ nra~ Minmisver of tne JTmperisl Household.
Shortly after Mr. ..ATSUDAIRA, Isuuco was chosen o= Minister of tne
Imperial Houseahnld in 1936 Mercuis KIDO told ﬁe e the following
affect;
"It was I who recommended Mr. MATSUDAIRA, Tsuneo

to the Throne &s succeeding Minister of the Imperisl

Househnld end urged him to aeccept the offer. I was

actuated by the burning desire to keep the Imperial

Court et least free from infiltration of Army influences."

17+ Mr. MATSUDAIRA, Tsuneo, had just returned home from
Englend, where he represented Japan as imbassador. He was also
diplomatic envoy to the United States of America, and was branded by
the Army &s & pro-British end @ pro-American leader., Marquis KIDO'SJ
moral courage in recowwending him to the Throne &s Minigster of the
Imperial Household in the midst of pressure from the Army cannot be
too highly estimated. I recall thet it frequently became the topic
of conversation later when I hed chets with Prince KONOYE And Baron

HARADA. Both of them peid high tributes to Merquis KIDO for his

moral courage of no mean order in reco.ueunding Mr. MATSUDAIRA, Tseuneo
to the Throne as Minister of the Iiiperiel Household,

18, After I becsaue Chief secretary to YUASA, Kurahel, the
Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal, Marquis KIDO was appointed President
of the Bureau of Peeraege in the Imperiel Household Department. In
October, 1937, several months after the first KONOYE Cebinet wes
formed, the Msrquls joined the Cabinét and becene Minister of
Fducation &s successor to ir. YASUI, who resigned. Fealling back on
my past connectjons with the Marquis, I was in touch with him to
gather informstion about the Cabinet., On many occasions he told me
he was paying the most serious thought t~ terminetion of hostilities
with China at the earliest possitlz: ooportunity, greatly worried
about the inoessant extension ol the Ziainz2 Affeir. When he was

)
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~rCrv o1 e portfolio of Educatioir, he void me that he did not like

;&in a war cabinet, but he decided to join the Cabinet in
aupllance with Prince KONOYZ's imiortunate request to dut forth hicl
21Tnrts rfor restnration of peacte with Chine as member of the Cabinet
Prince KONOYE uliso tnld wme tc the zame elfect.

19. Merquis KIDO joined the HIRAINUMA Cabinet of 1939 as

vinister of Howe Affeirs. Tkis Cabinet was troubled so much with
vhe question of strengthening the Mripartite Anti-Coaintern Pact,

bhatv 1t wss rumored to collapse from time to time. I was in close

touch with Mergquis KIDO at that time. Inssmucth s he was not s
constituent nmember of the Five-Minister conference, howsver, to

which the guestion was referred, the lMerquis was not much acqueinted

with the contents of the quesfion, so thet I was not able to obtain

much information from him. The Five-Minister conference met scores
of times, &nd yet it teiled to arrive st any sonzlusion. Mesnwhile,
she Army, which got fretfully inpatient began to vorx on the nutside
‘or the purposec of interesting the publiz in strengtlbiening the
Tripsrtite Anti-Comintern Paect. The inevitsble result was thet an
1lerclag sivuw2tion wis creatasc Iroc vas view,osince 1 meintenunce oY
peace and order., In consequence, I recdll tuhat Marcuis KIDO in his
capacity of Home Minigter was greatly worriea. He thought thet the
question must be handlied mecst tectfully; tacause in zase the Cabinet
collapsed due to this question, the sante,onism bztween the irmy and
Nevy would coms up to surface, csusing unrest to the people; while
should the Senior Statesmen and cther isaders be vwiped out by
terroristiz actions, the country weculd be yplunged into & state cf
enarchy and disturbence, when it wight be most probably zome under
the reign of extremists. 1 ress Ll thet he zeve this question
serlous thought. iWher &n snti-Brii.ch snd anti-Lmerisen agitetion
broke out about thel tims, btas Karcuis in his ceupscity of Home

Minister controlled it through ordez: :né 2irscbions-to the Chief
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of the Metropolitan Pollicse Buresau “nd Jirpahnm~uf Police Affeirs

in the Home Ministry, The msasura, t&heniﬁi'hlm, however, was

critizized by both those opposed to the extreﬁﬁ.sts and the Army as i‘
well &s by the pro-British and pro-American people, but his real ?
intentions may be clearly seen from what was mentioned above, Both i E*
fsotions denounced him. One faction s&id he was too lenient, the | ; §
i

other ssid he wes too strict. I heard from Marquis INOUYE, Saburo,

thet in 1938 when he visited Germeny s cultural snvoy, Vvon

Ribbentrop, Germen Minister of Forelgn Affzirs in an interview with

him, cited Maraouls KIDO &s one n{ the leaeding pro-British and pro=-

American stetesmen in Japan.

20. In 1940 when Mr. YUASA resignsd &s Lord Keeper of the
Privy Sesl on eccount of i1l heelth, Merouis ¥IDO we&s eppointed Lord

Keepar of the Privy Seal in succession to him., Prior to Marquis

KIDO's eppointment, Mr. MATSUDAIRA, Tsuneo, then Minister of ths

Imperisl Householda, who was responsible for reuommeﬁding a

suzceeding Lord Ksaper of the Privy gaal to the Throne, invited me
to express my opinion to lim on the question of the gucceeding Lord | |
Keeper of the Privy Setl. EKHe 8lso0 told me to sesk tha view of ‘
Princs SAIONJI, the Genro. Accordingly, I spoke with 3eron HAR:DA, :
private secreétery of rrince SATONJI, several timss in Tokyo on this i
wuestion., Aftoer sscaertainlng thut the Prince, who was in Okitsu,
racommendsd Marauis I:IDC e@s suszceeding Lord kKeeper of the Drivy Seal, ] '
T reported to Mr. MAT3UDAIRA, Minister of the Imperisl Household 10O 1
that effect. I undsrstood from Nr. MATSUDAIRA, Minister of the
Imperisl Household, thet the Minister of the Imperial Household, -
sought the views of Mr. YUASa, Kuranei, outgoing Lora Keeper of the -
Privy 3Seal, who waswconfined tnibed and Trince IONOYE tco, whe 81l ‘

recoumended Merqguis XI1DO a§ succeeding Lord Keeper of the Irivy Seal.

I know of no militsry leaéﬁrs wlio anznrsed Msrquis KIDO for this

positions I know of none oI tae ansusad who either endorsed aim or

_13-
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21, When the question of souzluding 8 tripartite alliande
+. - petween Jepasn, Germeny, end Italy under the second KONOYE

““stinet srose, Merquis KIDO feared that it might eventually cause
s slash between Japan and America and told me to that effect several

0 said he haed talks with Prime Minister KONCYE

“imes,. Merquis K
und Toreign Minister MATSUOKA ebout tkis point end told me once thet

Joth the Prime kinister and the Foreign Minister were of the opinior

+het this slliance was intended for averting wer with America, but

. wes bevond his comprehension. I recasll thet he told me so in a

S Y

dissppointed manner.
True to his officisl duties to offer joji hohitsu or i

<2,

sounsel to the Emperor from time to time, by constantly attending oi

) refrained from commenting on the reports,
In talks with

Eis Majesty, Marquis K
submitted by tne Ministers of State to the Emperor.

me, however, he used to express his privete views th&t lie feared
this @llisnce might move in & direction opvosed to bringing about of
world pesace, judeging by actual politics, notwithstending the

ophraseology of the z2lliance to the contrery, or might usher in war

with Amerizce snpd 3Britesin, Should things come to such & pass, the
Merguis used to tell me thst it would be & serious affair for Jueipén.
ciz2l gutiss, never going Dbeyons

|

his of:

b4

',J-

The Marquis remained trua to
vheir scope; but &t the same tiwme, he left nothins desirable undone

in seeking s bvetter understending betwesn the Huperor and tne

Ministers of Stete. insruding %he Drime ldnister,
23, Advice on the conduct T stute sifalirs is offered tc the

Ministers cf Ltate or Cebinet Ministers; advice on

Emperor by thsa

af fered tc the Imperor by the

1 2

the cnnduct of Court afra..s 1s
Minister of the Immeria’ Hous=ehold ana adviece on militery operations

is offered by tho Tigh Comuena. [Ldvice was offerel to the Zmperor
ffairs when he was

Cueel mn niher &

by the Lord Keeper of the ¥Privy tesl
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{ & AR
asked by the Empercr to oifer countel to the Throne. What could be

tle affairs, then, on wiich the Loxrd heepef;sf the Privy Seal was
2alled upon to offer ~counsel to the Zmperor? He.was called upen to
offer counsel to His Me jesty on his mentsl attitude. Put in other
words, he wes expected tn offer advice to the ﬁﬁ@uror on the Question
ag ta how to operate the various fespnnsible organs ﬁnder him a8
sonstitutional monarch. The Zaperor of Jepan is a coﬁiﬁitutional
monarch. Setting &side znnstitutionsal provisions, the'Japanesé
asonstitutionel meonsrchy wes in fact patterned after that of England.
Prince SAIONJI told me that guldence whizh hs offered to the presenﬁ
Emperor was made along those lines. The Emperor, too, was intant
upon observing this constitutional tradition intently. His }Majesty
personally visited Englend; while the Prince of Connaught, the
Pfince of Wales, the Duke of Gloutester, and others paid visits to
the Bmperor since the Meiji eras There was & cordiasl exchange of
sourtesies between the Japenese Imperiel family and the British
Roye#l femily. Ana the Emperor deeply appreciated the warm friend-
ship, shown by the Eritish Roysl family &nd people to the Japanese

Imperial femily and peoplsz,

2L. Merquis KIDO told me thet &t the outbreak of the Pscific

War, the Emperor told to Prime linister TOJO to the following effecti
"I have not yet forgetten hospitelity end kindness
shown to wme by the English Royal family when I visited
England eénd also werm friendship, manifested by the
British people to me. It grieves me to go to wer with them."
25. 1llentally &nd politically treined as he is; the Imperor
attaches ilmportence tn fixing of responsibility himself, sc that in
his talks with the Lord Keeper *of the Privy Seal or seexing the
latter's views of counsel, His Majesty paid scrupulous care not to
g0 beyond his official duties. 1 know of no instance where Marquis

KIDO on his part ever went beyond the province of his official duties

o AR &
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S wld Leep:r ot tlise. 2rivy Seal., It may be recapitulated that
faravis KIDO coffercd his counsel to the Zmperor on His Majesty's
31,81 attitude or line of action prior to the commission of

’ l!‘- .,'-?L_ -

naiitigal'éution. I will refrain from referring to the theoretical

vospaétof the matter, as it is fully discussed by Dr. SASAKI,

inichi, Professor of the Kyoto Imperiasl University, in his article.
vor fecilitating & practical understending of the guestion, however,
let me, give an explanation with some instances.

26. The Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal used to have &n
:udience with the Emperor almost every day of recent ygars. When
Sount MAKINO bacame Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal he first did not
sttend office every day. VWhen some important affair occurred, he
used to be summoned to the Imperial Court. Then he proceeded to the
Palace to have an saudience with the Emperor. GCenerally speaking, |
she Lord ¥-eper of the Privy Seel was more frequently summoned to
the Palace =ince the May 15th-incident, so that later Mr. YUASA,
Kurashei, nearly every day attended office and had sn audience with
the Emperor'fromwthe very beginning of his essumption of office as
Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal. But those audiences were privace
interviews, so that 'the Emperor would never order & Minister ol Stat
to exeoute the contents of those interviews. nur would the-Lord
Keeper of the Privy Seel 'advise the Emperor to-exe:zu.e his own
private views, VWhile I-was -Chief Secretary co TVIASa, Kurehei,

Iord Keeper of the PrivycSeal,-J know from usonversstioas with him
that he:sometimes ‘utmitted-his“own privete views to the Throne for
the purpose ‘of ‘lLe%ping: she ‘Bpu:dr xrasy the poiivical-situation
both at home and ebioad dnu-s0 tF=; ko “ould unaersteénd what was sub:
mitted by @ Minis.oi 'or!St9c2 Gc’ Sac -“rhrond -or -wantally prepare
nimself for pussing' b 0-3r-j.igrent. As‘e wette-offaclh, therefore.

& Minister of oiau= priovy -to or et <1 als suldierce with the

Emperor -often tclilted. on “ULs . - TCfu Fe=wpei (i the Privy Seal, to

L=
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explain his report'to t he Eaperor [or the purpose of amplifying it
or deepening the Lord Keeper's understanding of it. But such an
axplcnation, given by a Minister of State to the lord Keeper of the
Privy Seel was dons Tor his own convenience, end was not called for

hy any legsl provisions.

27. When Msrquis KIDO wes eppointed Lord Keerer of the Privy

Seel I continued as Chief Secretary and in aczordance with the dutiles
of my office I used to obtein information from various sources &nd
report to him so thet ne would be advised of what wes transpiring.
This was necessary so that he would be well informed in the event
thet the Emperor asked him any guestions on current matters. Tae
follovwing is an account of the principle events which took place
while Marquis KIDO was Lord Keeper of the Zrivy Seel.

28, In June, 1941, I received information that there was &
possibility thet wer would break out soon between Germeny &nd
Rusgsia. 4t that time I had several conversations with Marquls KIDO
discussing Foreign Minister MATSUQKA's intention to advocate 8
military expedition sgeinst Russia as well as an advance to southern
regions. Ve were bhoth very nuch disturbed sbout this.

29, After word wus received or June 22, 1941, that Germeny
had commenced war ageinst Rusgis, & certuin secstion of the military
commenced advoecsting an udvance on Ryssisa by Japen. We were all
fearful theét suc¢h & <course would be pursued. Lialson z2onferences
were hald continuously discussing this question. Incidental to
this guestion of a pecceful edvaence toward the south, I kept Marquis
KIDO informed of the progress of the liaison zonferences although I
never attended eny of these conferences. Firally, on July <, 1941,
an Imperiel Conference wos held. I was informed at that time tnat
Prince KONOYE was gueeessful in dissueaing the military from pro-
ceeding against Russis end thet Jepan wiould eudezvor to advence in
the southerp regions through diplomstics mezns., I inrormed Marquis
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MO e £ egelis Aacision of the Imperiel Conference. I was not
nroired at that time thst there had been & decision in the Imperial
.2rence thav preparations for a war with England end America wosilc
= carried forward in the event tha+ the diplometic relations broke
YT} o
30, Foreign‘Miﬁister‘MATSUCKA'S policy continued to be an

-7 gma pp us. I had a telephone conversation with Prince KONOYE &t
.30 o'eclock in the mbrning of July 15. The substance or this con-
-Irsatlon was that MATSUOKA was pursuing & policy which would inter-
.£€ with the success of American-Jupanese diplometic negotiations
nd that contrary to KONOYE's instructions the Foreign Minister had
nt & cable to Ambassador NOMURA re jecting Secretary Hull's oral
hdtement end he did not submit any compromise suggestions to
-mbassador NOIMURA. At 2 o'clock in the morning of July 15,

“RAZAKI, Chief of the Amerizan Affairs Bureau, slso telephoned me
-nat MATSUCKA hed sent the telegram. He too was perturbed that
‘ATOUOKA had tesken such a course. The next morning I reported both
f these conversationé to Merquis IIDO and we discussed what

‘wasures could possibly be taksn with respect to Foreign Minister =0
12t the negotistions with America could be successfully concludeqd.
2 arrived at the opinion that steps should be taken to obtain the
-reign Minister's resignstion &nd if he did not resign tne only

1ing lsft would be to have the Cabinet resign en bloc and heave
JNCYE form s new cabinet, Although the latter course may have an
T'avorable reesctic, we could see no other way out of the situation.

3 next day, July 16, 1941, the Sabinet resigued en bloe X have

sad Marquis KIDQ's stet=aant o oo rasenied Yo the Tribunal with

¥ éspect to the events ther 1 n3apired . JBrtember 5 Aand September 5,

N _ _ A3 X A _
4l T did' net Tmoaw aboul tlivge onfBrenssy 4T the time they tcok
lace but severt™ ays thereetyer Marquis XI5 olé a- about.them as
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related in his aforesaild sflidevit. :At that time he told me that
he wés very nuch disgusted with the wesk ettitude which Irince
KONQOYE had adopted.

31. About Cctober 13, 1941, it became appsarent. that the
FOMOYE Cabinet would collapse. from tnut date until formetion of
the TOJO Caebinet on October 17, 1941, 1 had & number of conversstions
with Merquis KIDO, the substence of all of which is ss follows:

There was & suggastion from various quarters that Prince HIGASHIKUNI

should be the next Premier. Marquis KIDO told me and I agreed with

him, that & Prince of the blood should not accept the Premiersnip at
this t ime unless the militsry first agrecd on & peaceful policy and
thet hs should not be aprointed to bring about such & situation
besguse if he feiled and the country was plunged into wsr the Royel
Family would be blamed for it. Msrquis KIDO told me that the main
stumbling bloek in any efforts toward peace wus the liaparial deﬂisiop
of December 6, 1941. He =xplained tn me thet it wes his idea &nd

he explesined to me thot the next Premier should if possible be freae
from that decision, «nd thet he intended to ask the Emperor to give
such a direction. He further stated thet due to the adement stand

of the Army to go to war with America, that 1t waes necesséry to have
a Premier who could coutrol the Army and prevent an internal
raevolution when the necessory negotistions with America were finelly
htcomplished. A third point which wes bothering him was the

utter leck of cooperetion between the Army and the Navy. The Army
wes bent on war and the Navy was opnposed to it but would not come

out end say so openly. He thought that there should be graster unity
between the twb of them, thet is, neither of them should be ﬁn-
bending in their decisions towerds one another. He elso explained
thet the next Premier should be one who was thoroughly familiar with

the Government's polizsies in ¢ll the ovents leading up to the deci-

. sion of September 6 and the subsequent evenbs, After having
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anarLyzoa tu. situzcion, Merquis I{IDO and I then discussed who woulcd
2 the best Premier under the circumstances. We both thought that
A5 necessay to heve someone from the fighting services as no
civilien wowid be able to control the military. We talked about
Jeneral UGAKI who had been mentioned by some &s a possible successo.
nut we arrived ¢t & conclusion thet the situation was too delicate
;0 teke & chunce in recoumending him because of the possibility the
he would be unable to form @ Cebinet as hed happened in the past
and furthermore that his sbility to control the Army was osn unknown
quuntity us he hed been in retirement for some years end nis powsr
was th&fefor& insufficient. Ve slso discussed the merits znd
demerits of Admirel OIKAWA and General T0OJO. We considered the fac’
that OIKAWA represented the Mavy which was opposed to weér but we fe
that if OIKAWA weas appointed the chences would be thnet the Army wou
not obey him, &nd that it might lead to & revolution by the Army.
On the other heénd we¢ thought that if TOJO was saddled with the
responsibility of being Prime 1finister end was ordered to disre:arad
the decision of September 6th that he would be able to zontinue the
negntiations with America to & successful conclusion &énd control the
Army. On the afternoon of October 16, 1941, before KONOYE appeared

et the Pelece to tender his resignetion, we further discussea the

netter znd LIDO teld me thet he had noticed & change in TOJO during

the pest few deys end th&t he was not zdvoceting wer if the Navy

wag opposed te it. Marquis KIDO told me he was poing to discuss the
matter further viivh Prince ‘EONOYE and arrive at 2 decision, The
noXt morning when I saw Marquis XIDO he told me that Prince KONOYE
ngd cslled him on the telephone and stated that he was in fevor of
recomnmending TOJC. The meeving of t. -~ Senicr Statasmen wes held
that sefternoon. I reccll thsat & few (o3 riey the formstion of the
TOJO C&binet,jﬁuyquis KIDC, Lorad Keeper.nf the Privy zesl, told me .
very Jjoyfully iun his room that "T0JC is reviewing the negetictions
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with Amgéioa with & willl" Several days later, he told me to the
following effect: =
wTOJQ is stulying the negotiation with America in
dead sarnest. When I asked him whst should be done tTo
control the Army in case the negotistions are successiul,
he assured me that he would control the-Army &t the risk

of. his own life,™

32, A few days prior to November 19, 1541, Merduis K ¢)
told me that he had an idea which might result in making the govern-
ment- and the militery more cautious and perhaps avoid a decision
for war., His idea was to have the meeting between the Senior Statesh
men and the Cabinet members at which the Senior Statesmen could

express their opinions and influence the Csbinet membsrs with their

conservative opinion. Marquis RIDC mede this suggestion to the
Emperor on November 19, 1941. He also suggested it to TCJOU whe at
first demurred but some deys later consented to such s meeting. OUn
November 29, 1941, members of the Cebinet met with the sSenior
Statesmen. Marquis KIDG.mas in his office 8ll thut morning and 1
know he did not attend tie meeting. He did, however, have luncheon
vilth the Emperor, members of the Cabinet and oenior Statesmen. After
luncheon for about one hour the Senior Stavesmen and TOJO met in

the presence of the Empsror. Marquis KIDO ettended this meeting

but I understood efter it wes over that Marquis KIDO aid not say
spytBira at this meeting. The purpose of that reseting was for the
EBmperor to receive the opinions of the Senior Stetesmen, After the

hearing in the Inperiel Presence the Cabinet memters and the Senior

Statesmen hed a further meeting &t which neither KIDO nor the

Emperol attended.,

v, 33, TFollowing the outbreak of the war, Masrquis KIDO had =a

pessimistic outlook on the war. Once hostilities opened, 1t is

=
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medless te suy thio e never hoped that Japan would be defeatad,

- —
- - .

t he never wes self-complacent us.to dreem of streight victories

- T ———
L

was he uw.aoware of the necessity for peece as quizkly as posasible
wes his,yc-listic outlook on the vier that it would be impossible,

Japen to win &n unbroken series of nne-sided victories, and it

! .__-a...—-p-..w

owld be the pozsible best for Jepan to restore pe&ace- when those who

vvvvv

.~28ted it hed etteined their objective. Followiing the fell of

i ~ingapora, I remember him telling me thet "now thet the ABCD en-

‘rclement line is broken, it is time to selze the opportunity to

ke peace." I was tlso like-mindea. But tne leest hint of the
dea cnuld not neve besn given &t that time., CUtherwise it would have
.2en stoppea. Both the Marquils end I secretly racked our breins

0w to ettein our object, keesping our idea to nursslwves,

-

| 34. After Lir. SHIGEMITSU became Foreign Minister in April,

943, he and Marquis KIDO had many conversstions in an endeavor to
ske the proper steps to obtsin‘asn carly peoce, I knew thet Marquis
DO end he wers viorkKing toward-this eid and I too had-meny conversa-
: dons with Mr. SHIGEITTSU, - From then on;, I, under secret instruc-

’* ions from - the Lord Keseper orf the Privy Seal, kept. in touch with-

| rarious querters to-study the situetion, ' both home end foreign on

ne one nend &nd on the other to seize orporsunity for restoring:

, 2628 betwenn Jepon end-the Allies. I réported to lMarquis KIDO-the
Aforaetion I obteingd-srpd in Jenuvary, 1944, the Merquis told me,

| 'Let us sesretly study & pesoe formula," as he was anxious to do

crs thiing .conerev-  I-had?mﬁﬂy sonversstions with Mr. SHIGELITSU - ¢

rd . s0 4id Mﬁrquis:KIDO durihg - 19i4i. I kept in secret tcuch with

: ~ultableofficisls dn 'the Toreigy OfTizz) War and Navy Ministries
-nd Mﬁniﬁbon-ﬁinistry to-mekecloger = Thee Ll rasults ‘of whHich I

submitted to the¢ Lérd Keeper -of the Pri: e

Lo )
L
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nad &7 interview witih the Lord Keeper of the Privy
2%l in February, 1945, when I thought that those studies reached
stégs in which e conclusion should be arrived at, But no peace
31k could be nmede openly, Otherwise, those who were party to it
culd be ostracized or ouflawed. From the end of 1944, however,
rere were meny politicians who secretly and yet zealously edvocated
“ce, feeling deep conaern cver the future of the country. The
Luvatsu, however, kept a vigilant watch over the new turn of the
~tuetion, so thet ths veece movement had to be conducted with
"iculous care snd the utmost caution. The great pasins, teken by
<& Lord Keeper of the Privy Se&dl, in the midst of such an
tLmospnere were reelly inspiring. At'that time, the Lord Keeper of
ite Privy Se&l never sllowed the syllable of peace talk openly to
tlip out of his 2i»ns, so that there were many people who earnestly
dvoscated peace and who reguested me to arrange interviews between
nem snd the Lord Keewper of the Privy Seal for the avowed Jurpose
I urging upon him the necessity for meking pesce with the Alliss
.0 88ve cap&n., I tried to arrange interviews between sone of thenm
id Lerquis KIDO, vho, however, used to tell ne:
"Bven 1f I meet thew, I know that they have the same
-opinions 8g I do. They are generally regsrded by the
public as peace advocutes or pagciriscy, Should,T, Lord
Eeeper of' the Frivy Seal, mest them &t this juncture, I
would be sssociested with s peace movement, with which
the Lmperor night be &lso associated by the public., OQur
cause would be defeated, shotild the Lmperor be won over
to the oprosite influence, 4t would do for souwe time,
even 1f KIDO should be regarded &z vigotad or o
Jingoist. Time will show. IT 000y o apantry i

saved, 1 5131l be entirsly sstisiied."

facages
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I remember him adding to thet oz2asinn:

"Japen may now be likened to a ship entering éan
uncharted, narrow strait, full of sunkeh rock: DMNake
just a 1little deviation from the right course,; and she
would be stranded. I must petition His Mﬁjesty to take

drastic acstiorn st an opportune time.,"

36. I wes strongly inpressed that -Marquis KIDO, Lord Keeper
of the Privy Sesl, was inwardly troubled greatly by the peace
movement with which he identified himself, and yet outwardly
betrayed nothing. It was slso in February, I told Marquis.KIDo;
Lord Keeper of the Irivy Seegl, in his room to the following effeot:

"This is nn tine for mere thinking any longer. It

is time for action. Iven if we take action immediately

for fullfilment of the peace formula, it will take a

pretty long time, situated &s we are. Chould it be too

late, we sheould be prepared for death, as it would be

inexcuseble."
Whereupon the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seegl replied:
"Certainly. I héve'been loug fully prepared for death.
Besides, I 2lso think it iIs already tiune for taking
definite aztion ror rulfilment of the peace formula. So
you nay be prepared for it."
He added:

"I heve fuced death twice before. First, I faced it in
dealing with the aftermeth of the February 26th incident
and then in meking endeavors for the continuation of the
negotiation with America. I may face death for a third
time., This tiwme I may be possibly killed."

37. In order to have the Zuperor obtain the views of the

Senior Statesmen on the necessity of restoration of peace, Marquis

- KIDO arranged to have them appsar before the IZmperor individually.
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He could not arrange for‘a'MQQting_with.all of them at one time, as
the military would become suspicious. This was azcomplished in
Fabruasry 1945. 'On June 9, 1945, I saw Marquis KIDO in his office
before noon €nd he told rie ebout his plen &against the pending
ngtionel 2risis which existed at that time. He showed me his
manus3ript end I read it. It was the tentatlve plan for peace moves
and Marquis ¥KIDO exjylained it to me very enthusiasstically. Marquis
KIDQO reported his peece move plan to the Throne in the arfternoon on
the same day, and his plen was approved by His Majesty, the Emperor.
I knew this from my sonversation with Marquis KIDC which took place
soon efter he had th= sudience with the Empsror., I &lso neard from
Marquis KIDO thet he discussed with the Premier and nther ministers
about his peece move plan later on.

38. I understend that Prime Minister 3SUZUKI &nd Admireal
YONAI approved it in general and that Wer Minister ANAMI was of
the opinion thet the enemy should be dealt & telling blow before

overtures were made I'or pssdce, It was sbout this time that some

of the military bec&aém=z suspicious that larquis LIDO was trying to

bring eabout peace snu & wovement was started by them to oust Marquis

KIDO &8 Lord leepsr. Merquis KIDO told me that he had had an

audience with the Emperor regarding the proposed meeting of the
Suprems Council f'or Direction of Wer and &t that time he had advised
the Emperor thet the previous decision of June 8th, 1945 should not
be 2 deterrent to peace nioves. At the meeting of the Council on
June 22, 1945, the Tmperor comnunicated to the Council his desire
thet peace be sffectuated. It was shortly after this tnét efforts
were made to entsr into peece negotiations through the mediation of
the Soviet Union &nd have Prince LONOYE go to linscow to make the

necessary arrangerients., Prince EKONOYE ocgreed to do so but the

necessary epproval wes never obtained from “oscow. Marquis KIDO
¥
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told me about thet time that he .us ueartily in Tavor of this move = °
and dicd all he could to gccdmplish 10 .

39. After the Potsdam Decleration was issued, Marquis "KIDO
immedistely mede up his mind that Japen should accept it and
terminute the war. On the morning of August 9, 1945, he hed 'an
audience with the Emperor ebout this snd after that, in accordance
with directions from iia Lajesty, he advised the Prime Linister that
steps should be taken imnediately to take edvantege of the Potsdam
Declaration. The Prins Minister celled & meeting of the Supreme
Council for Direction of Var at which time tiey discussed the
acceptance of the Potsdau Declarstion on four conditions.

L0. That afterncon the Cabinet held a meeting at which timse
it ﬁas uneble to decide whether or not to sccept the Potsdam
Declaration on the one condition of yreservation of the Imperial
House. They decided, however, to subuit the cuestion to the
Emperor for his decision. Accordlngly, in the early morning or
August 10, after the Imperial Conference was held in the presence Of
His Majesty, decision wes arrivecd st to accedt the Potsdam
Declaration witin this one condition. Aft2r this decision was
arrived at, pursuasnt to his suggestion ana Imperial spproval, Mar_uisz

KIDO. worked on the preparstion of the Imperial Rescript to be

delivered tc the nation over the redio. ¥ending the reply from the
Allies the sitwtion in Japan was tense &s there was a possitility
thaet there might ve & revolution. Marquis LIDO and I discussed on
several occesions how we could meet any opposition pending tihe
acceptance of the pesce terms. In anticipation of trouble happening
we thought up & plan of having the Zmperor call not only the War and
the Navy Ministers end the Chiefs of Staff but also the divisional
commenders in Toky~ and Section Chiefs and order them to meintein
order after meking them understand fully the Imperial wishes

in this respect.
R e
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8reuls 11DV s0 advised the Emperor and Kis llajesty called Adiwiral
"ONAI end CGeneral ANAMI and first discussed this with them. They
“ld they viould give the matter consideration and lster Admiral
ONAI reported thet he v.ould assume full responsibility for peace
‘nd order so His Majesty did nothing further about it.

4l. In order to render all a8ssistence possible to effectuate
sece, Marquis KIDO, commencing about August 12, remained
sonstantly at his office not even returning home =t night. He had
‘any conferences with various officiels who wers lukewarm about
¢cepting the peace terms and I know from my conversations with him
nhat he was vigorously advocating the acceptance of the Potsdem
ieclaration snd trying to win people over to that thought. Finelly,

‘N August li, after the Allied reply hed been received, Msrquis

X0 had an audience with the Emperor and edvised him to commend the

sovernment to accept the Allies' terms without e moment's delay as
-here was a pnssibility that the situation might get out of =~ontrol.
iarqulis KIDO slso had @ zonferenae with Prime Minister SUZUKI snd
-hey both petitioned the Emperor for an audience at which time the
°rime [Jinister reguested the convocetion o' an Imperial Conference
shich was held that e¢vening ot whizh time it was decided to
erminate the war,

L. It wes early on the porning of August 15 that &

‘ebellion occurred in the Guard Division and an attenpt was made to

ssussinate Maraquis KIDO who, upon- hearing of this, took refuge in
ge underground Ve llt-room 'in ‘the Ministry of the Imperial Household.
ey wers also seeking the phonograph record conitaining the

wilperor's rescript as they wented +o Gestroy it., ‘Further attempt

ag ‘made by the ssne cutfit to sssesgginabe Meraqui~ JIIDO when t hey

‘alled et the home of his brother on Auw .. .-

- 9T
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rrom niy persongl sssociation with Marguis K

C, both
'‘n snd out of public office, end from my conversations with him and
.2ny others

end from my knowledge of Merquis KIDO's acts and thought

know that 2t no time was he ever in favor of war but on the

‘sntrary he

exerted his best efforts to control the militaristz in
;'f:lj_J&nl;

In his capacity as Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal he was in

L eXbremely difficult ponsition in his oonstant endeavors to curb
the wilitarists, The 2onstant pressure of the nilitaristic £roup

‘n obtaining peolitical power wes so great thet no one person or

mell group of persons in Jansn zould ue

rnssibly have prevented the

war, Marquis K

O at all timss was devoting his energies trying
to curb the militarists,
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Cun this 26th day of September
1947

At Tokyo

DEPONENT: Yasumass MATSUDATRA {(seul

I, S. HOZUMI, herseby certirfy that the above statement

was sworn by ths Depnnernt, who afifixed his gigne ture and seal

thereto in the pressnce ni this witness,

On the ssme date

At the same place

Witne

(1

S

(bié._-;llf:%d) S. HOZUMI (seal)
CATH
- In accordsnce with my conscience I swear to tell the whole

truth withholding nnthing end adding nnithing.




