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INTERNATIONAL MILIT.RY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED ST.TES OF AMERICA, ot al )

- V8 - } AFFIDAVIT

)
ARAKI, Sadao, ot al ;

I, K\WABE, Torashiro, of lawful age, having bcon duly svorn

on oath, in accordance with the procedure followed in my country, nake

the following statement, of my own free will and accord:

I first became acquainted with the accuscd DOHIHARA, Kenji,
in 1934, at which time he was Chief of the Special Service Qrgan in
! _ :
Mukden, Manchuria. At that time I held the post cf staff Officer of

the Kiantung Army. I held this post from August, 1934, until March,

1936. During this period my work often brought me in contact with

General DOHIHARA and I bocame familiar with the methods he used in

the administration of his official affairs and also oeame intimatcly

acquainted with hinm from a personal standpoint and learned his

e = e

vicwpoints with reference to the relationship of Japan and China.

I obscrved that he administered his official duties in a sincere

manner and did not tend to enlarge or to detract from facts which

He did not hegitate to

were dealt with in his official roports.

speak his mind with regard to his personal feelings as to the conduct

of the Japanese toward the Chilese pcople. On one occasion we asgked

him to deliver a spcech on this subject, vhich was entitled "How to

hAct with the Chinese Foople." This specch vas to be delivered to

the junior officers and I distincily recall his words vo this véry

day, when he swmed up his lecture with the following words:

"l'I
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"Thore is no distinction whatscever between the Japanese people and

the
the Chinesc. Tho most important andhbest way to meet people so that

you can convey ‘your thoughts fuily is to be sincerc." -He felt, and
oftcn cxpressed such opinion to me, that the best interests of Japan
and Chino lay in a nutual understanding of the people of those nations
of each other. He did not believe that war between the tvo nations
could settle any issues. On the contrary, be beledved it would drive
the peoples of those nationé furthor apart. I personally knov that

he was opposed to the outbreak of war, or to e show of force by amms
ageinst China.

when General DOHIHARA was Inspector General of the Army Mr Force,
I served under him as Chief of the General Affairs Section of the Army
Jdr Force. Ho was my irmediate superior-offiocn During this pericd
of tire I became very familiar with the daties and resppnaibilities
of the Inspector General of the Army Air Forcec and desire to mnke
the following observation with reference thercto:

The Inspector General of the frmy Air Force was under the dircct
cormand of the Emperor and was subordinate only to the Minister of
var, insofar as his duties were concerned. The Inspector General of
the Lrmy Air Force wias in choarge of the technical dducation, wvhich
was his primary duty, ond although the Chief of the Army Air Cormand
Eeadquartcrs was subordinate to the Minister of Wer with reference to
paintencnece, supply, etc., neither of them had authority to participate
or to advise 1in oparatio.nal matters, and were precluded from participatin,

in the preparation or planning of any oﬁerational nission with reference

i
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to arred forces in the field or in war. I hawe nentioned the Inspector
General of the Army Jir Force and the Chief of the Army Air Force
Cormand Headquarters, which were two distinect posts. In order to
clearly show General DOHIHARA's position, I feel it best to explain
the cormand rolationship between these two posts, both of which
General DOHIH/ARA held sinmul tancously.

4s Inspector Gencrel of the Army Air Force, which was concerncd
only with technical edusational ratters and had nothing to do with
planning and operational matters, Gonoral DOHIHARA was under the direct
cormand of the Emperor. As Chief of the Arrmy Alr Command Headquarters,
the chain of cormand went from the Emperor through the Var Ministry,
thon to General DOHIHARA as Chief of the Army Air Cormand ieadguartors.
In this position he did have some duties with referonce to Air Corps u
supply, but did not participate in planning and operational mattcre.

at the time General DOEIHARA was In spector Gencral of Military
Bducation, I did not serve under him, but becausc of the close connection
vwhich I formerly had with that office, I am fully acqueinted with its
cperations and responsibilities. The Ihspector General of Military
Bducation was responsible for the administration of the various technical
achools and /rmy Scrvice Schools generally. and the educational matter
of the Jrmy, with the cxception of technical matters pertaining to aviation
Fovever, he had no authority, and as a nmatter of practicc did not take
part in any planning or operational matter, and had absolutely no woicc

in any decision with refecrence to planning and opergtion of the Jamy

in the field.
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Becausc of my many experiences in the Army, I am fully acquainted

with the Supreme Var Council, of which General DOHIHARA was at cne time

s mermber. The Supreme 7ar Council is more of an honorary position
than an actual integral part of the Army @mmand, and was simply a
military inguiry organ, whose duty was to respond to the Emperor's

questions on important military problems. It had little or no practicnal
authority and was, in fact, an organ vhich received reports on genoeral

affairs and the current military situation from various Army leaders in

the central or main commands.

Froprmy observations of General DOHEHARA, I know he ocared little

for civilian politics and that he considered himself strictly as an

Army man, and as such did not feel that he should engage in politics.

s has often exprosced this thought to me and advised me not to engage

'] in civilian politics. Vhile he was Chief of the Air Cormand Headguarters

| I know of occasions where he was reguired to deal with various civilian

aireraft industry problems, involving political significance. Vhen these
ratters came up, he merely clarified the position of thc Army, its objects

and expectations and left all concretc measures entirely in the hands

of the industrialists and refused to engage in politics with them. 1

'_' have never knotn him to offer them a hand for the sake of political are

tifice. On the contrary, he remained aloof almost in the extreme.
I have been asked if I knew anything of Gemeral DOKIHARA's views

- on the Pacific war. Tith respect to this I wish to state that Ceneral

DOHIHARA assumed his post as Inspector General of the Amy ;Y Forces

" and Chief of the Army Air Cormand Headquerters six months prior to the
i -l -
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outbreak of the Pacific war, at which time, as previously statcd, I vus

appointed his lssistant as head of the daneral AMfairs Scetion. Gomeral
DOHIHARA discussed the problems with mo on many occasions and -fI‘OL‘. thosc
discussions I know he had scarccly and knowledge up to the outbreall of

the war of the various essecntial problems of political and rmilitary
sigpificance in our country. The resscn I darc say this is that finally,
and just before the outbreak of the war, when I asked General DOHIHARA

a fovi quostions concerning what appoared to me to be a straincd and gloory
prospect, he did not hp.?l:: the slightest idea vhatsosver ns to the import
of ny quaationing. and instecd asked me what it was all about. #After dis-
cussing thc problems, he ordered me to got information from the lar L’inistry
and the Genernl Staff Headquarters so that he would have the knowledge
which we dcomed neccssary to the discharge of his dutles.

I have also becn asked obout the decoration which Cenoral DOHIH.AR.
roccived from Germany. This was reccived by (eneral DOHIHARG during the
tine h;:: was Inspector General of the Army Air Force, md as his subordinnte
I vas present ot the timc he received it., As I recall, he vias dcecorated
with the Grand Cross by the Goerman Government. I knew persconally that
General DOHIEARA had nover underteken any political action, or, for that
matter, any action of any kind to strengthen or cnlarge the triplc 2llianco
between Japan, Gormany and Italy, and we vwerc surpriscd that he rececived the
medal, The only reason that ve could attribute at that tirc for him having
received the medal was due to the fact that he was the head of the Depariront.
I distinctly remember that the General himself uttcered vords of surprise

upon receiving the deccoration.

=l =




IN WITNESS VVHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 19thday ¢’

——dlegemiian e i s oy 1947
KawaBE, Torashiro (verl)
On the sane date
At She. some pluce.
Witness: (signed) QTA, Kinjiro (zeal)
OATH

In accordance with nmy conscience I swear to tell the
whole truth withholding nothing and adding nothing.

KAVABE, Torashiro (ceel)

s
Ta
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