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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS !
UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES, PACIFIC
OFFICE OF THE THEATE? JUDGE ADVOCATE
WAR CRINES BHANCH

» 1

i AP0 500
v 11 October 1945

MEMORANDUM TO: Prosecuti-n Section (Report # 71)
; THRU: Executive Officer, War Crimes Branch ~i

SUIBJECT: Borbine of Manila

IT. SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE:

On 26 December 1941, Manila was declared an open and
undefended city. The anrouvncement was pubiished 1n the
local press, broadcasti over the radio in English and Tagalog,
and anrounced throughout %ne streets of Vanilis by truocls with
lovdspeakers. On the night of the 26th, all the lights of
the clty were turned on, The text of the anrouncerent was
cabled to the linited States on the same day (R 10, 11).
| On 27 December 1%41, between 1270 and 1330 hours e nroximately
) twenty-one (21) Jepanese bombers, copies of the Aperican
Douglas DC-2 bomber, pLainly marked with the rising sun on
thelr fuselages and wings, flew low over Intramuros. Erik
W, FRIMAN, a pilot in the First ™orld War, and later a test
pillot for Dovglas Aircraft and Lockheed Adrcraft Companies,
| estimated the altitude of the first three planes at annrox- ‘
) imately twenty eight hundred (28200) faet (R 1y T2e+AR) 3
- The following succeeding waves of three planes cach flew o
2 over at less than one thousard (1000) feet (# 13). These
| planes probably flew from a baszs on Formesa, After the rald,
3 Radlo Tok'o broadcast "Ovr land-bazsed plaaes from Forrosa
made another svccossful raild at Manila" (R 14), The estimated ‘
- fuel capacity of the vlanes, coupled with the distance of t.
' avalleble and adequate Japanesz landing strips, also indl- .
| cate that Formosa was the nrobable base for this raid (R 14). |
The hombs dropped on Iatramuros wers 100 and 300 pound bomts
(R 15). The Santo Domingo Church, Letren Collere, Santa ‘
Rosa Collsee, Santa Catalina College, the Intendencia Bullding, 3
and Santo Tomas University were struck by Jabanese bombs -
on 27 and 28 December 1941 (R 13, 18)., Mary other buildings,
| including the DIHM Brilding (Herald Building), Intramiros
Elementary School Bvilding, and & large block of houses be-
tween Santa Catalina, Beaterio znd Solano Streets, w=are des-
| troved bv fire as a result of the bomhinszs (R 13, 18, 19, 47).
Estimates of the number of planes enzaged in the raids on
27 and 28 December varv, but it is belleved that enmroximately
twenty-one (21) nlanes were used on each occasion, BRstimates ;
by expert witnesses of the ex“ent of pronarty demage in In- A
tramuros resulting from the- bombing raids are included in the
record (R 4-6, 32, 84-87, 97, 98; Ex. P). The totsl esti-
matcd demage was P1,077,538,00., This estimate does not include
private residences destroved be-fire,
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II. SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE:

On 26 December 1941, Manila was declared an open and
undefended city, The anrovncement was published in the
local press, broadcast over the radio in English and Tagalog,
and anrounced throughout the streets of Manila by trucks with
lovdspeakers, On the nlght of the 26th, all the lights of
the city were turned on, The text of the anrouncarent was
cabled to the United States on the same day (R 10, 11).
On 27 December 1941, between 1200 and 1330 hours a nroximately
twenty-one (21) Javanese bombers, coples of the Americen
Douglas DC-2 bomber, plainly marked with the rising sun on
thelr fuselages and wings, flew low over Intraruros. Erik
W. FRIMAN, a pilot in the Fipst “lorld War, and later a test
pllot for Douglas Aircraft ang Lockheed Aircraft Companies,
estimated the altitude of the first three planes at annrox-
imately twenty eight hundred (2800) feet (R 11, -19: 13}
The following succeeding waves of three planss each flew
over at less than one thousand (1000) feet (# 13). These
planes probably flew from a base on Formosa, After the raid,
Radlo Toko broadcast "Oyr land-based planes from Forrosa
made another svecessful raid at Fanila" (R 14)., The estimated
fuel capacity of the planes, coupled with the distance of
available and adequate Japanese landing strips, also irndi-
cate that Formosa was the orobable base far this raid (R 14).
The hombs dropped on Iatramvros were 100 and 300 pound bomtbs
(R 15), The Santo Domingo Chvreh, Letran Collere, 3anta
Rosa College, Santz Catalins College, the Intendencisa Building,
and Sento Tomas University were struck by Japanese bombs
on 27 and 28 December 1941 (R 13, 18), Many other buildings,
inclvding the DMHM Brilding (Herald Bvilding), Intramuros
Elementary School Bvilding, and a large block of houses be-
tween Santa Catalina, Beaterio and Solano Streets, ware des-
troved bv fire as a rasult of the bombings (R 13, 18 19, 47),
Estimates of the number of planes engaged in the raids on
27 end 28 December varv, but 1t is believed that ennroximately
twenty-one (21) planes were used on each occasion, Estimates
by expert witnesses of the ex*ent of pronerty demage in In-
tramuros resulting from the bombing raids are included in the
record (R 4-6, 32, 84-87, 97, 985 Ex, P), The totsl esti-
matcd demauge was P1,077,538.00, This estimete does not include
private residences destroyed by-fire,
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