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INTERROGATION OF
(Marquis) KIDO, Koichi
(Continued)

DATE AND TINE: 16 March 1946, 1400 - 1630 hours
PLACE ¢ OSugamo Prison, Tokyo, Japan
PRLSENT : (Marquis) KIDO, Koichi

Mr. Henry R. Sackett, Interrogator
Lte Fred F,. Suzukawaé Interpreter
(Miss) S. M. Betar, Stenographer

Questions by ¢ Mr. Sackett
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Yhat 1s your recollection with reference to what
hanppened on November 5 and around that time?

I wasn't able to get accurate and clear information
on 1t but generally I got an approximate idea of it
after reading events previous to it,

Tell me about the events just prior. to November 5
and why that conference was held on that day and
what was declded,

I believe it was this, Upon the formation of a
Cabinet by T0JO, I asked the Emperor through an
Imperial Order that the decision of the Imperial
Conference of September 6 be considered and revised,

You say you asked TOJO that or the Emperor asked
that? .

Through the Imperial Order, I asked 1it,
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Q The Emperor asked you to tell TOJO that he desired
the decision of September 6 to be revised and re-
. vamped?

A I informed TCJO and OIKAVA.

QL . Vhat did the Emperor gay to you to tell TOJO as to
! the details as to how the decision of September 6
should be revamped?

A I believe the details of that is answered in my
October 17 entry and it goes like this: '"There
was a word concerning cooperation between the Army
and the Navy by the Emperor and the Emperor said
that in handling any problems that foreign policies
and various other policies, especially foreign
policies, the Covernment should not adhere to the
decision of the September 6 Imperial Conference but
should take into consideration the internal and
forelgn situation thoroughly and work accordingly".

N Did he make any suggestions as to what changes
should be made in the September 6 decision?

>

And a serlous study of the matter should be given
so I said that I will inform them through the Em=-
peror's order so a definite order was not given and
everything in that respect has been left to the de-
i cision of the Cabinet,

L

Then wnat happened after that?

A And it seemed that the Cabinet opened daily, probably
. very frequently, a liaison conference,

: That is with the military pneople?

A It is a General Headauarters lialson conference and
as entered in the diary of November 2, there was a
phone from TO0JO and he said that the liaison confer-
ence has ended and that the Foreign Minister and
Finance Minister said that the situation is so
serlous that. they will like to think over the problem
until eleven o'clock. "After they have given a reply,
I will make a declsion", said T0OJO, As entered in
November 19, merely the fact that it has gone into

o
K
7
=

751

%
i

.
LY

*? ;Ei:rsfc ::7;cr, ‘?6/447'

| ’
el




A (Cont) November does not mean that war should be
entered into., As entered in the diary of November
5y TOJO reported to me about the: Couthern army
being organized and about dispatching KURUSU to

i America, So after deducting from all the entries

A there which I have looked over, the Imperial Con-

ference of November 5 handled the same matter as

that of September 6 but that the negotiations

was decided to be continued and 1f it.was not

successful ty the end of November, war shall be

started, In this Conference of November 5, it

was also decided to dispatch, KURUSU to America

and since there is not enough time for instruction

through telegram, it was decided that KURUSU woula

be directly semt out there,

e

J

< He was sent immediately after that November 5 meeting?

A Yes, Also preparation for war was started and
so this plan as a result of the decision at this
Imnerial Conference was two-fold,

One was to get ready for war and the other was

to send EURUSU to try to negotlate but if nego-
tiations were not successful at the end of Novem=
ber 5, 1t was decided that war would result. 1Is
that correct? '

A I presume sc, although I am not clear about it,

You are prositive and there is no gquestion in your
mind but what there was an Imperial Conference held
on November 5%

A I believe it has actually been opened because 1
have wrltten it here,

Q Don't you have any personal recocllection of various
people involved coming to the Palace on that occasion
and meeting in the presence of the Emperor?

A Because the place where they hold the Imperial Con- |
ference 1s so far away from my place, I would not 1
know even if they had convened,

¥ Q Don't you remember talking to any of the liinisters or
- Premier immediately before or immediately after that
3 Conference so as to refresh your recollection?

y A I have no recollection there,
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You are positive you would not have written in your
diary that there was an Imperial Conference unless
there was one?

If I mentioned about this Imperial Conference, then
there must have been an Imperial General Headquarters
Conference and that 1s the only possibility,

Do you actually know whether the Imperor wa:s present
at whatever type of conference it was?

I have no reccllection there.

But you do know that on that date it was decided to
send KURUSU to the United States and it was deter-
mined to get ready for war and 1t was decided that
war would be commenced at the end of November if ne-
gotiations were not successful?

Yes,

How did you know that decision came out cf whatever
type of conference was held on that day? How do you
know those were the decisions?

Because when such a thing like this occurs, there is

a story tc that effect at the office and so as a re-

sult of that, I would be informed of it,

And you remember hearing that story as of this time?

Yes,

If it was just a meeting of Imperial General Headquarters

rather than what you more or less call an Imperial
Conference, would the Emperor have attended that?

- There are times when the Emperor would be present at

the Imperial General Headquarters Conference, too,

Would it be possible for such a decision as we have
just described to be made at an Imperial General Head-
quarters meeting rather than at an Imperial Conference,
or would that type of a decision require an imperial
conference?

I believe that the imperial conference is more accurate
in that respect,
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The reason I am asking these questions is that in
talks with Premier TCJO and 0G0 and some other
gentlemen, none seem to recall that there was an
imperial conference on November 5 although there
may have been a meeting held of some type, but no
one else verifies what you have written in your
diary - that there was an imperial conference,
Zveryone agrees that there was an Imperial Con-
ference on July 2, 1941, September 6, 1941, and
December 1, 1941 but no one else seems to recall
an imperial conference on Noverber 5 and I am
trying tc get the truth is all, ‘

Because I have written here, I believe that there

was an imperial conference but I do not know anything
else about it. After looking at previous events

and deducing many of those events, I belleve there
was actually an 1lmperial conference at this time,

I think others agree there was some sort of a meet-
ing among GCovernment officials at that time but no
one seems to recall it was an imperial conference,

Perhaps I was mistaken in writing it down as an im=-
perial conference, After lcoking over other events,
I believe 1t was an imperial conference but I am not
very sure,

In other words, your best opinlon from your notations
is that there was an imperial conference although you
could be wrong and it might have been an Imperial
General Headquarters Conference?

Perhaps I was mistaken in writing it down as an im=-
perial conference but actually there was some kind

of a conference, One suspicion 1is, if there actually
was an Imperial conference, the Imperor would have
called me and I would have had an audience with him
but because I did not make a notation tec that effect,
I may have been mistaken,

There is some doubt in your mind whether the Emperor
attended a meeting on November 5 because you didn't
write anything about 1t?
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I usually have an audience with the Emperor but
since I did not have any on this day, I am of
great doubt,

Do you think it would have been nossible to make

a declision to go tc war by the end of November if
negotiations weren't succeszsful if the Emoneror had
not been present at the time such a decision was
made?

That depends upon the wording of the plan or pro-
posal, If the wording is ambiguous, then it will
require a definite stand,

You mean if it wasn't an absolute and final decision
it would not have to be in the presence of the Em-
peror but if it was a final decision., it would have
tc be in the presence of the 2mperor%

Yes,
Do you kmow if it was a final or general decision?
I liave no recollection because I did not see 1%a

Getting back tc where we werg before, in the middle
of October, 1941 when the KONOYE Cabinet fell, I
would like to review a litlle bit of our talk and
refresh my recollection and then I want tc talk

to you with reference to the appointment of TCJO

as Premler., From our previous talks here, I have
made a few notes, Isn't it trve that in the middle
of October 1941, you new and realized this tc be
the general situation, whether you had anything to
do with bringing it about or not is a different
question. I am not saying you caused this situation
to exist but you knew generally this was the situation,
Do you understand the question? :

Yes,

I want to ask some gquestions about it, I am not
implying you brought this about. All I am saying

1s that it existed in this day and this is sort of

a summary. JYou knew that Japan had expanded through-
out Manchuria and was controlling lfanchuria through

a pubpet government and you felt, as you expressed to
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(Cont) me, that some of that activity was in vicla-
tion of the Nine-"ower Treaty. Isn't that true?

YEeS,

“lso, Japan had announced as her fcreign policy the
formation of a new order in ZEast Asia which involved
leadership of ast Asia through the exercising of a
controlling influence in Zast Asia by Japan. That
situvatiorn existed, did it not?

YES,

Also, you realized in those days that certain factlons 1n
Japan advocated the accomnlishment of a new order in

i'fast Asia by peaceful means and other factions ad-
vocated bringing a new order in Fast Asia by force of
arms. That is a true situation, is it not?

Yes.

You personally favored carrying out this fcreign policy
of establishing a new order in East Asia but you didn't
like the use of force of arms and hcped it cculd be
accomnlished by peaceful means, Is that true?

Yes,

You realized, and it wss true that Japan was fight-
ing a war in China in order to bring about and es-
tablish its foreign policy of a new order in Last
Asia, That is true, isn't it? '

Yes,

And Japan had set up and recognized a puppet govern-

ment in Nanking in order to bring about a new order

in East Asia, wit: Japan exercising control and in-

fluence in China through its puppet government as

she was exercising influence and controlling lanchuria

through a puppet government, That was true in those !
days, was it not?%

¥
A !

Yes,
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And ycu knew that Germany had embarked on an an-

nounced policy in Europe of creating a new order
there by force of arms i hat case and that Ger-
many had attacked Polandhﬁ S engaged in an all-out
war of expansion which started in September 1939,
That is true, is it not?

Yes,

You also knew that while the FEuropean war was

being successfully fought by Germany in those days,
Japan signed the Tripartite Pact in September 1940
with Germany and Italy, and by the terms of this
Pact, Japan agreed to support Germany and to obtain
support from her. Isn't that true?

Yes,

And by virtue of this Tripartite agreement, Japan
sanctloned German expansion in Curope and agreed
to assist Germany if other powers interfered.
Isn't that true?

I have no accurate recollection of the Tripartite Pact,

I understand by that Pact it was agreed that if

some other powers interfered with what she was doing,
Japan pledged herself tc support Gerrany and con-
versely if anyone interfered with her plans, Germany
would support Javan. Vasn't that the situation be-
tween Germany and Japan?

Yes,

You also knew that Japan's traditional enemy, Russia,
was engaged in a war with Germany and was in a poor
position to also fight in the Pacific, ' That was

generally true, wasn't it?
Yes,
And you knew that Japan had successfully adopted a

forelgn policy of obtaining bases in Indo-China and
sending troops to Indo-China, That is true, ‘isn't it?

Yes,




' 9 And that there were certain factions in Japan that
encouraged and caused the obtalning of bases in Indo-
China in order to bring the China War to an end so
that the Nanking Government might take charge of af=-
failrs of China, That is true, isn't 1it?

A Yes,

Another faction in Japan encouraged and caused these
bases to be obtained in Indo=China in order to make
it possible for Japan to conduct a campaign of ex-
pansion in the South Pacific so she might get oil
and other supplies there and spnread her influence

o)

= and leadership there?
A fes,
< There were two schools of thought on the Indo-China
operation?
A Yes,

2 You also realized, did you not, that what was zoing
on in Japan's foreign policy was an effort to bring
about some change in the status quo of Tast 'sia,
Is that correct?

A Yes,

\ < And you kXnew that the United States in those days was
strenuously opposed to what Japan was doing and the
United States claimed that what she was doing was in

\ violation of the Nine-Power Treaty and the Kellogg-

- Brliand Pact, That was the United States' position,

AL was it not?

A Yes,

You also knew that there was a clash between the
foreign policy of the United States and the foreign
policy of Japan over the ar Fastern situation., Is
that correct?

o e e—

A Yes,
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It was also true, was it not, that you recalized that
tae younger staff officers in the Army and Navy yere
in favor of and advocated southern expansion by Japan
in order to obtain oil anéd supplies so as to create a
new order in the South under Japanese leadership?

Yes,

And these younger staff officers advocated the use
of force of arms, if necessary, to accomplish that
result if the United States or Great Britaln inter-
fered with it? That is true, isn't 1t?

Yes,

And also I think you told me in our conversations,
you realized that TCJO and NAGANO, OIKAWA, SUGIYANA
and MUTO were outstanding military leaders who
seemed to agree with the young Army and Navy staff
officers, did you not? '

OIKAWA is different,

You would say all those men mentioned except OIKAVA,
according to what you related, in those days favored
the position of the young staff officers of the Army
and Navy and really had begun to lead the young staff
officers in advocating this southern expansion by
force of arms if necessary. 1Is that correct?

Yes,

And that in the Japanese-United States negotlations,
the United States was insisting that Japan withdraw
her troops from China, Is that true?

Yes,

And that Japan cease attempting to expand her control
through the Nanking Government?

Yes,

And that these leaders I mentioned, TOJO and the
other men and the young staff officers of the Army
and Navy were definitely opposed to withdrawing the
Japanese troops and discarding the Nanklng puppet
Government and they publicly announced that was
their feeling? That was true in those days, wasn't it?:

Yes,




"n
Fe ¥

J

>

Isn't 1t true that at the time of the fall of the
°’rince KONOYE Cabinet in the middle~of October,

the clash between these two forelgn policies of the
United States and Janan was in a critical state?

Yes.

Aind you also realized that TOJO and these other men
I just mentioned were strongly anti-‘merican, were
they not?

Yes,

and that with the resignation of Prince KONOYE, the
chances for a successful conclusion of these nego-
tiations were lessened, were they not? "asn't that
your feeling, that 1t hurt the chances of success-
ful negotlations for “rince XONOYE to resign because
he was a leader of that ﬁovymﬁnt?

Yes,

It was also true and hadn't you realized that TCJO
and these men we have mentioned had adonted a very
strong and firm position toward the United States

and they were bringing pressure to bear to win over
the Navy and other undecided factions 1in Japan to a
policy of declaring war on the United States in
order to bring about a new order in Last Asla, Isn't
that what they were trying to do in those days?

I don't feel that so strongly.

Didn't you feel there was an effort being made by
TCJO and other men to try to convince the Navy that
the Army's policy of fighting in the South Pacific
was the best policy?

The higher ups in the Navy did not agree to that ex=
tent, That was the difficult point,

Well, I thought you indicated the other day in your
conversations with TOJO and NAGANO that they indicated
to you they thought negotiations could not be success-
ful and Javan should commence activity in the South
Pacific in order to get these supplies,
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OIKAVA and the Chief of the Navy Bureau, OKA, dis-
agreed but 1 don't know much about the opinions of
the others,

You mean they disagreed in what respect?

They disagreed toward entering into a war without
doing their utmost to settle the problems of nego-
tiation and they wanted the Government to take
charge of that situation,

My question was that T0JO and NAGANO, and the other
men I mentioned that favored commencing activities
in the South Pacific and thought it was necessary,
were bringing pressure and attemnting to convince
the Navy people and other factions to agree with
them in order that they might go ahead and establish
this new order in East Asia and the South Pacific,
Wasn't that true?

But in my conversations I had with TOJO, he was say=-
ing that as long as the Navy remains undecided, we
won't be able to enter intc war and he was very
hesitant,

"I realize there was a disoute between the factions

as to what was the thing to do but my point was

that these other men favored this npoint and tried to
put it over to the other factions that that was the
thing to do?

Yes,

Also, you realized that TCJO, himself, ‘had refused

to agree to the creation of a Cabinet by Prince
HIGASHIKUNI if that Cabinet was committed to peace

in advance, Isn't that true? He had refused your p
suggestion that you would recommend the Prince 1f

he was committed to a orogram of pneace but TOJO
refused to agree with such a procedure, That was also
true, was it not?

Yes,

And having all that knowledge in mind as we have
developed it through this period of time, and with

that background, yoqs'.did recommend after your con-
ference with the Juiehin the selection of War linister
TOJO as Premier and I assume that as far as recommenda-
tion is concerned, you accept responsibllity for having
made that recommendation, Is that true?
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Yes,

I want to ask you these questions and I want you to
give me the entire explanation as to the reasoning
behind them, Isn't it true that by suggesting this
apnpointment of TOJO you ratified, confirmed and
adopted certain of his policies, such as the policy
of wanting Japan to refuse to withdraw troops from
China?

No, I did not subscribe to such an idea,

well, my question wculd be if you knew that Premier
CJC had very firmly taken that position and you
recommended him as Premier, then you indirectly were
putting his policies into effect, were you not?

No, 1t 1s absolutely different., Because TCJO always
has been harping about the decision of the September
5 Conference, I tliought to make him change the de-
cision through an Imperial Order and the situation at
that time was very grave, It seems as though a
situation similar to the lManchurian Incident would
occur,

what do you mean by that., I am interested,

It seems as though an incident similar toc that which
ocecurred 1in Freneh Indo=China or in Thailand would
hanoen,

By that you mean you were afraid that the Army might
get out of hand and start operations without any
direction from on top. Is that what you mean?

Yes, inen KONOYE tendered his note of resignaticn,

he came to my room and at that time we strove vigor-
ously for solving the situation. We decided that it
would be bad to put any nerson of Imperial blood out
as Premler and because the decision of the Imperial
Conference of September 6 was unknown to outsiders

and the decision for war i1s held by the 2taff Officers
of the Army and Navy, so even though those persons

may recelve an Imperial Order to form a Cabinet, the ,
formation of a Cabinet would be difficult and con-
sequantly end in this situation of the ITAGAXI Cabinet
in wiich the War Minister was not put in and therefore

the Cabinet would not be able to be formed,
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At that time you were concerned about recommending
sonebody that would meet the aporoval of the Army
and Navy Chlefs of Staff, otherwise they might
block the formation of the Cabinet as was attemnted

in the formation of a cabinet by ITAGAKI., Is that
correct?

Yes and we were concerned due to the fact that there
were troops out in French Indo-China and the Army!'s
control would become loose and there was much worries
as to what the military might do out there. Also,
they might do something on the pretense of self-
defense and it was also known that the formztion of
the Cabinet would require some time and depending
upon the person selected, it might cause consterna-
tion within the Empire, This cutlook may be
pessimistic but in consiceration of the fact that

at the cessation of hostilities when the power of

the Army and Navy was reduced, numerocus incidents
woulc ocecur, so at that time when the Army and Navy
was at the peak stren:;th with great energy, one can
imagine just what sort of an incident could have
occcurred at that time, If those incicdents occur

the Japanese~American negotiations naturzlly wouid
be broken and so there was no other recourse but to
put the trust cr the charge of the situation of form-
ing a Cabinet uoon Admiral CIKAWA or Lt., General

TCJO becau-e they were well-versed in the situation,
IT OIKAWA 1s selected, then he must be made to take
on the policy of being fully res onsible instead of
casting responsibility entirely on ‘the CGovernment,
oince TOJO had a good record of keeping the Army
under good control, we thought to utilize his
capabllities in that respect, in preventing any
unfavorable incidents from arising, and through

him tc revamp the declision of the Imperial Conference
through an Imperial Crder and make a reccnsideration
and re-study of the situation, I told KCNOYE to that
effect, To that KCKOYE agreed completely with me

and KCNOYE said that at this time the control of

the Army was the paramount problem and 1f the control
became disorganized, then the Japanese-American nego=-
tiations would become comnletely demolished. So

he sald that it would be best for TOJO to be placed
in charge, He sald that in his conversations had with
TCJO a few days ago, he could not consider TCJO as
being an advocator of war with America., I believe
that fact is out in the memolrs of Prince KONOYE.

I also had a conversation with TCJO and I would like
tc give the detalls of the conversation at that time,
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Certainly. Let me ask - when did this conversation
take pnlace?

Cn the 16th, TCJO wvisited me,

Cctober 16, 19417

Yes., So we met together in my room at three o'clock,
T0JO strongly advocated the carrying out of the Imperial
Conference decision., I said that the decision of the
Imperial Conference is very serious and so it 1s need-
less to say anything about the gravity or the carrying
out of the declsion at all, But I said that the prcb-
lem 1s so serious that the fate of the Nation 1s at
stake, But if there 1is any nececssity for reconslidera-
tion cf the problem, then one must not avold reconsider-
ing just saying that the decision is the most important,

What you meant was that the mere fact you decided
scmething didn't mean that you cculdn't change your
mind? I1s that what you mean?

TCJO's conception was that since it has been decided,
one cannot alter from the decision. I said that ac-
cording to what I hear, the Navy does not have any
confidence and I feel that they are hesltating quite
a blt, To that TOJO agreed and sald that 1if the
Navy does not have any confidence, then it would be
impossible to carry out a war but he added "I do

not think so", But I told him that this matter re-
quires thorough study and I tcld him I am very much
worried on that noint, TCJO said that 1f that 1s
the case, then the Imperlal Conference would be a
fatal obstruction but in altering the decision of
the Imperial Conference, TCJO said that it would be
impossible for the KCNOYE Cabinet to do that so the
change of a Cabinet cannot be aveoided, So TCJO sald
there is no other recourse but to give the task of
forming a Cabinet to Prince HIGASHIKUNI and I asked
him "Is the request tc be made after the Army has
decided upon a peaceful ccurse?"” TCJO said that
that course will be entrusted to HIGASHIKUI'I and

it does not mean that we have made a declision of
changing our course 180 degrees,

In other words, he wasn't willing tc change his
position and agree tc an out-and-out peace policy,
Is that right?
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Yes, and I objected to this by giving the same reasons
as 1 gave previcusly in objecting tc the formation of
a Cabinet by a member of the Impnerial blocd, For a

while TOJO was silent and TOJO inquired suddenly, "Then,

what will happen tc Japan?" I remember telling TCJO
that "If we let you do the way you llke, then Japan
would be demoded to a fourthe~rate power'", After that
we became separated. Until then, he did not know that
Prince KONOYE was trying tc resign. By looking at

the situation and the talk had with TCJO, I thought
that if the Prime Ninister, KONCYE, will take another
step forward and do his utmost, then there may be some
way whereby the problem may be solved, so I immediately
telephoned the Prime Minister but already then, the
Prime Ninister was getting his note of resignation
ready; he was gathering all the notes of resignation
from the Cabinet members., So it was impossible to
recover the situation due to, that, UlNow, I will re=-
turn to the conversation had with “pince KONCYE,

Let me ask you, was that the complete conversation
had with TOJO., Did you come tc any decision with
TCJO as to what should be done other than you de-
clined to recommend the Prince?

That is‘all.

Was there anything sald in that conversation at all
about the aopoirntment of TCJO as premier, elither by
you or by him?

Noe

I felt that if the Navy came out with the attitude
of opposing war, then I cannot consider TCJO to de-
mand war against America,

This conversation with XKCNOYE was after your conver-
sation with T0JO? Is that right?

Yes, Because T0OJO had given this matter great study,
I went and had a talk with KONCYE, At this time 1
also had the following thought in my mind: At this
time, in the foreign countries as well as among the
foreign nationalities of Japan, there was opinions

toc the effect that the Japanese diplomatic policies
canrnot be found out by asking the Prime Minister nor
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(Cont) the Foreign linister but that one must ask

the Staff Headquarters; otherwise, he will not be

able tc find out and there were these sort of

ironical ceriticisms concerning Japan's foreign poli-
cies. By letting the Lrmy take charge of the national
Government and by letting.a cabinet of the irmy take
on the negotiation with America seriously, then the
suspicions and tl.e doubts of America may be dispelled.
Furthermore, KCNOYE told me that there were neople
advocating General UGAKI to be the next premler,

So he said there will be quite some difficultyenccuniercd
at this time., It seems as though Prince KO:iCYL was
greatly concerned about this and iie inquired by
nhoning the Chief Secretary, LHATSUDAIRA, if thie next
Premier would be UGAKI and Prince KONCYE was very
mich worried about that and IICIICYE was worried that

if any unqualified person is selected, then that

would mean war and he was greatly worried in that
respect. Under that sort of a situation, the ccnfer-
ence of senior statesmen was cpened on the 17th, =or
more detailed statements of what actually took place
at the meeting of elder statesmen prelimimry to the
nomination of T0J0 as vremier, you may contact my
former Chief Cecretary, EATTUDAIRAz and he will fur-
nish it to you, (Note: LATSUDMIRA has a vritten
record of what took olace whnich was reported to him
by Marquis Kido. It ic thought that I¢ is stlll 1n
existence,) At the Senlor =tatesmens' Conference,
suggestions came out from HAYASHI that the next premier
vill be a Navy man of Imperlal lineage but there

were not many suggestions for outting HIGASHIEKUNI out
as premier, WAKATSUKI named UGAKI but there was hardly
anybody who agreed tc that, So I explained the dif-
Ficult situation and the future outleocok and odroposed
that War inister TCJO be given the task of forming

a cabint and through him tc revamp the decision of

the Imnerial Conference and make him restudy that.
This proposal, the majority supnorted and as a con-
sequence this fact was reported to the Emperor and the
Emperor's consent was obtained, At this time, the
Emperor was very unhappy that the Navy was insisting
that everything be left tc the Government, so the
Emperor held the opinion that if the Navy has no con-
fidence, then it should take on a clear-cut attitude
and negotiate with the Army. So after issulng an
order for forming a Cabinet to T0JO, he expressed

the aforementioned thoughts to OIKAWA. TIurthermore,
through an Imperial Order to TOJO and OIKA™A, he

said that they should not adhere completely %o the
decision of the Imperial Conference of September 6.
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Did you issu€ that order or did the Emperor issue thet order?l

I iegpued that order under an Imperial Order. Xurthermore, 1
transmitted to them the Imperial desire for a further end
wider study of the situation ebroad and within the Natlon.
Accurate details are had in my meumoirs. In accordance with
the Imperial wish, TCJO, after forming & cebinet, sirove
vigorously for Japanese-Americean negotiations. TOCJO held
the poet of Home Minister aimiltaneously but I seid it will
be understandable if TOJO held the poet of War Minister
simultaneously and not the Home. Minietry and so I asked
him, "What ie the reason for it1" He said that the reason
ig in the event the Japanese—American negotiations Decores
successful, then the entire Jation will be in consternation
end in that event, TOCC said that he would like to take full
responsibility for oreserving order within the Nation. Also,
about two or three days after the formation of the Cabinet,
the Home HMinister SUZUKI phoned me that the Cabinet 1is pro-
gressing smoothly toward the desired direction; that is,

for negotiation with America. In my recollection, KATA,

the Finance Minister, and TOGO, the Foreign Minister, asked
T70J0 if this new cabinet is & cabineb formed for wer

but TOJO replied it is a cabinet for Japanese—-American ne-
zotiations and thereupon t1:e aforem:nticned two men entered
?0JO'e Cabinet. Under such clircumstances, TOJO's cybinet
vas formed.

I don't meau to imply that I am indifferent to the situation
that existed in Japan in those dayse. 1 realizé it was a
oriticel situation btut I am interested in esking some per-
tinert questions as to how 1t came about. From my conver-
sation with you, I am confident you are willing to accept
responsibility for recommending TOJO to the EXmperor. That
was your function and you did it and right or wromng,.you
assume responsibility for it. That ig correct, isn't 1it?

Yes, ;

You did know thet at the time of his recommendation, he

personally, &t least, was Very much ovposed to the policy
of withirawing any troops from China or French Indo~China.
Thet is true, isn't 1t1

Yes.

Thet wae his feeling and he had expressed them to youl

And you also kmew that he wes very much in favor of bringing
the China War to & successful conclusion? And the control
of China through the Nanking puppet Government, that was
imown to you - that wes his thinking in those daye, along
the same lines as Jepan.,was controlling Manchuria through

a puppet governmenty. Is thet correct?

YGE.
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You also kunew that TOJO personally was in favor of and ad-
vocated Japanese expansion into the South Pecific. Is that
true?

Yes.

And he also favored a creation of a new order in EZast Asia
under Japanese leadership and he favored the use of force of
erme, if necessary, to accomplish that result. Isn't that
truet

lesg.

You indicated a little while ago that you did not thinx TOJO
desired war with the United States. That is correct, isn't 1it?

Yes.

But even though he didn't want to fight the United States,
he did desire toc expand Japanese influence into the South
Pacific and over into China, didn't he? Isn't that correct?

I felt that if the Nevy had ro confidence, wer could not be
cenducted,

Can't we say that TOJO firet of all favored expanding into

the Sadh Pacific and in China and he did not want to fight

the United States from choice but he was willing to fight

the United States in order to accomplish his foremoet program.
Isn't that correct?

Yes,

Aleo, you knew, did you not, and felt that TCJO was, lel us
gay, one of the lesders if not the leader of the expansionis?
group in Japen in those days, was he not?

Yes.

You kmew in those days he wes strongly anti-American and anti-
Britieh?

I believe =0.

And he was the leader of that faction in Japan that wanted to
use force of arms to get oil and supplies in the South Pacific?
Is that right?

Yea;
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And he was the leader of that facticn of people in Japan
that took the position that Japan should fight the United
States to accomvlish that program, if necessary. Is that
truet?

Yes.

Wasn't it true that you felt thet he was the men in Japan
in those days who would most likelylead Jepen into war with
the United Stcotes if negotiations failed?

Yes, I believe he was one of them,

In spite of all that knowledge, you still had the feeling
that the zppointment of TOJO wes the test choice to avert
wart

1l telieve thet was unavoideble, beczuse the selecticn of any
other persocn would result in internsl Cisorder and cause dis-
ruption of the Jzpanese-Americen negotiatione or would cause
inclidents or foreizn soil.

In othe; words, you didn't feel thet the selection of TOJO
as premier was the best choice that could have been made to
prevent waer but you felt it weas the best choice to try to
hold the country together., Is that right?

Because TOJO wae elways harping sbout the Imperial Confer:nce
decision of September 6 and he said that if there is an order
from the Emperor, then something else might be done and I
felt that if the negotiations became & little more favorable
then the EZmperor's order will be obtained just like at the
end of this hostility, at which time the Empexor issued an
order. Later on in the diary, I belleve that 1 have given
all sorts of outlook regarding the course to take. As
KONOYE ineisted that the control of the Army was paramount
and is the question of highest priority and that if the Army
tecame disorganized, then nothing can be done and so there
was no alternative,

i think you said that in trying to decide on the choice of
the next Premier, you felt he shculd have these two quali-
fications: One wes that he could control the Army and Navy.
The other wae that he was a person who took a firm starnd
and waen't trying to pase it off on someone else to decide
Japan's future course. Is that correct?

Yes,
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And you thought either TOJO or OIKAWA could control the
Army and Navy but your opposition to OIKAWA wes that he
would not take & firm stard 2ndé would pass the decision
on to the Government?

Yes,

And you knew that TOJO would teke ihe firm stand thet Japan
should ineist on her foreign policy and if she couldn't,
she would fizht the United States.

Sut upon the formation of a Cabinet, I inetructed him through
ah Imperial Order he should reconsider nis attitude.

In view of these things thot TOJO siood for and thaet you
fully realized ke stocd for, when vou recommended TOJO as
premier, you realized, didn't you, that it meant war with

the United States and Great Britain unless those counirics
would acceds to TOJO's position. EHe was verr fim in that
poeition and the only way the negotiations could bte success-
ful and avert war was for the United States end Great Britain
to give in. Waen't that true?

1 did not think in thet respect., I felt that if the attitude
of the Navy wes made more etrongly, therc will be a sclution,
eni as a result of a study of the internsl and foreizn situa-
tion, then the sentiment or egreemcnt with America may be
reacheC by meking concessions.

Iid you think that TCJO in view of all his stotements znd
insistence upon expaneion into the Scuth Peeific would be
willing to change rkis policies?

He was thinking about settlingz the maiter through en imnerial
order if the Japanese-American nezotiatione Lecane fevorable,

Marquis, did you say wita all your inowledge in those days

a8 to what TOJO stood for and what he advocated, you honestly
Zelt he wae the most likely man in 100,000,000 people in
Jepan that could svert or prevent wer with the United States?

I thought thst depending upon the situation of ‘ke Japanesge-
American negotiations thst the prodlem will be settled
through an Imperial order. Rather t-an the Imperiel order,
that is by explainirg to TCJO the sentiment or the thouzhts
held by the Emperor,
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You nsver Defore realized in view of the very definite posi=-
tion TOJO had taken, it would te quite difficult{ for him to
back down, ien't that true?l

I grant that it was very difficult for him to back down.
However, the selection of another man would precipitate war.

Why is it that you thouzht the selection of someone other
then T0JO would nave immediately brought about war?

Because then the Army would become disorganized. 3By being
disorgenized, I mean tlabt tlhe Army would Lecome more corrupt
and more unruly and I did not know what sort of an incident
would De created oul in distant placee. Another thing, the
formation of & cabinet was a great problem.

In other worde, the truth of the matter is that by the middle
of October 1941, the Army in particular end the military
people had gotten such contiol on the Government of Japen
that it wae imposcible to move in any direction without their
consent. Isn'%t that true? *

Ancd theymay not send out & Minister of War into the Cabinet.

In other words, you felt that some other sélection would not
meet with the approval of the Army and they would not nomi-
nate a Minister of War? 1Is that correct?

Because the Staff Ufficers in the militery .mow the Imperial
decis.on ol Seplember © so a person who is able to control
tliose stall ciTicers must be sel-cied; otherwise, because

of their informed status, they will etzrt most anything.

The Army wes agreeable that Prince EIGASHIKUNI should be ap—
pointed, wers they not, through TOJO?

I btelieve they were requesting him about helf for the reason
of sterting war, 3Because I had no ccnfidence or I was
pessimistic in the outlook or result of war with America, I
felt thet the selection of the Prince in the Cabinet would
bring forth greet injury upon the Imperial household,

What did you think would happen if you selected some outsider
out of the Imperial household as premier, one that waen't an
Army man. VWhat would likely have taken place in Japen in

your opinion if you introduced an entirely new individusl
into the picture? -
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There isn't any such other men and the only person that falls
under that cetegory was UGAKI.

What was the opnosition to UGAKXI?

Pecause about three or four years previous to that UGAXI wes

not able to form a Cabinet because of great opposition exerted
by the Army. So a slection of him this time may incur & great
trouhle-

Wouldn't you say that your real position is wmore or less like
this; that for & great number of years you opposed TOJO's
pollcles and you tried to suppress them over a period of years
and you continued to do sc up until the middle of October 1941.
Finally you gave in and made it possible for a war to move on.
Isn't that about what happened?

I nominzted TOJO in order tc stop war.

It is hard for me to understand how you could contemplate
that ¢ pan who hed wade thie statements he had with reference
to his position of fighting & war could be thought of as one
wno would prevent war.

That ie Decause I thought thet the decision of the Imperial
Conference of September & must be revemped and because it
has already been declded for war zt that time and so it

was inevitable. For that reason, I selected TOJO. I was
fearful that while the cabinet was being formed, incidents
will be precivitated and war will bte ctarted and the revi-

sion of the Imperial Conference of September 6 cannot be
brought edout,

Vhat you are saying is that in order to revamp and change
the decision of the September 6 Conference and in order to
avert war, you selected the one man that was the outstand-
ing advocate of not changing the confercnce and of going
to war., Isn't that true?

And in the conversations with T0OJO and KONOYE, and TOJO and i~
and KONOTE and I, TOJO said thet if the Navy would not take a
definite estand, then the matter would have to be reconsidered,
I0JO eaid that if the decision of the Imnerisl Confercnce is
vo be revamped, then the KONOYE Ca'inet would not be able to
do that, so he suggested & Cabinet by 2 mexber of the Imperisl
tlood.
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The fact remains that in your atated attempt to avert war,
you selected andoubtedly the one man thal was the strong=-
est advocate of war in those days, which seems to be in=
coneistent with my thinking.

70J0 said he will reconslder if the Navy does not have any
confidence and I thought that I will have the Emperor order
the Navy to do its utmost to take on a definite stand; that
if it was lacking in confidence, to say so; and I made the
selection on the basie of maintaining control of the Army
and for revamoing the decision of the Imperiasl Confercnce
of September ©.

It was your feeling that there was VerIy 1ittle chance of
averting war in October 1941 in any event. If you epvointed
enyone other than TOJO, you thought an incident would breek
out and cause a war for sure, 80 you gelected the alternative
of picking the man that was a leader of the movement to g0

to wer with the United States and one thet stood out head
and shoulders above everyone else in favor of var in the
South Pacific for the reasop fhat you thought he might
follow the Imperial command,be able 1O hold the Army to-
gether and thercdy avert war.

And without the Navy's support, the war cannotl be coanducted
ao I wanted the Navy to take a definite etand whether 1t has
confidence or not and then I thought to chenge the decision
msde &% the Imoerial Confercnce of Septcmber 6.

I want to ask you a vuestion on something thet ie entirely
different. Do you remember in the latter part of November
1941, well let us sey aboul November 20 and the early parv
of December, there being sent %o Japan by NOMURA or KURUSU,
or either one, & message from President Roosevelt asking
1f it would be vpossible for him to convey a message to the
Emperor, suggesting thab the Dutch Eest Indiees and Siam be
aeutrelized? Do you remenber anything about that?

I have no recollection.
Do you remember talking %o Foreign Minister TOGO about 1it1

T did not near anything about it. Perhape that message wes
the one that came in on the moraing of December 8.

No, it was earller than that. It was orior to December Oe
Don't you recall having talked with TOGO to the effect thal
he had received word from NOMUEA and KURUSU that the Presiw-
dent would like to suggest to the Emperor that Siam and
the Dutch East Indies be neutralized and the Preeident wanted
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