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INT-RAOGATION NO. 7 ’lace: Tokyo

Late : 3 dov 1945
Dlvislon of Urlgla: Military Analysis bivislion

Sublject: Zopply of Horses to Japanese aArmy, - emount Lepols,

-

-ersonnel anterrogated and Hsokground of Lach:

le OColonel OGATA, Vice Director of the Horse

Adainlistration
Mr=an, oerved in that

cavaclty only since rarci, lu4d.

1.'#

2+ S0lonel TA, Ass't Chlef of the War Preperatlons Section
gorncerned, moblligation of troops and hurses,

‘here [nterviewed: lelj)l Bullding, Room 230

interrogator: GCaptaln Walter X, lrozd

interpreter: Lt, 0yd,
Allled ~“f"igcers present: aone

Note: The orlngﬂl pers quuesteu for this laterrog

Lte General NIiIZ HMA, Chilef of the [iorse Adminlstratlion ureau,
sar 11alsiry. do ever, Li. General NiILUMA was not avellaodle for
the ianterrogation & 1 1L has been lndlcuted by Colonels CinTa and
neta that Lt., General NIIZT™MA has n»t yet been located, but 18

A t ﬂ'..t
Jml1ev d to be living s»Hmewhere ln tie suburds o Tolyd, LoLh
JEETA were sent to substitnte for Lt.e ueneral

tion was

s0lonels DGATA and

. 4 ] d I
" ‘ L i
- ‘ | % .

feitacr of these was t0o2 well in‘ormed on the tople o0 the
ntarearatisn, Soth expresssed socme Hplaiong, however seldom any
definite views, 4 lint of pre-ar-d questions ware Jlven to L.e
two men wltn inotructli ns to see 1f sIire answers gould e secured
Cfrom perasnnsl in thelr formepr offices, Hoth sald taey wo ld Wry
to remember the problem: encountered 1n the su . ply of horses UO

the vap Arnmy, u“ﬂever they would have t0 rely cuiefly on thelr

nemories, The reasonn for this tiey sald was tnhnat all records on

the nuther of horses supplled t5 forces overseas and those avall-
ahle in va an ogroper, had bdeen dectroyed ln traaslt as lLoey were
reélng shlpped by train {rom the Central ismount Depot to> the -ar
minlstry in July 1904%,

The following are questions asked of J0lonels .saTA and Unela
and thelr answers:

™

‘e HOW were renuirr- sents for the supply of horses for the Japan-
ese Army computed:’

Ae The sysatem of horse supply ohanged [requently in Japan
.enerally, Arales overseas would requilisition r:

auch like th=t for the reuslacement of personnel,

...*}r ;:per‘.
lecenents fapr nhorses

e 7hat moverned the amount of horseg thatl could De requlslitioned:;
e J1able of orpanlzation which showed how

RNowWw mar MEN an. horses
should normally oe in an armye.

3 e Jag there a de il 1te ratlio ectadlished hHetween thie n:md€er o1
1< an

L
nd the aumder of horases in each organizatlong
Lo ing however we can 2 back over the T/0's and estanllish
- g |

’ Lie re-
msnipe (They were 1lLastructed to do

5“}.}
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2, How did Armles requisition horses, that is, where dld they
Forward requisitlons’ :

A., Requirements fromn Oversesas 310 were forwarded directly to

the War “inlstry.

n, How were the requlrementis computed by Gnd for all its armles:
A, GHR for EKwantung Army (vsing-king) 11 Manchurla, complled re-
guisitions of 21l arulies ander i1ts jurlsdietlon. Gl for the
“nina Expedltlionary aray ( Nanklng) compiled requisitlions for all
1ts armles in <hlina, 3L Asla Ares requisitlions were complled at
GlQ, Salgon, =ythwest and Central Jaclfic island Area requlre-
ments were complled at GEY, 2abhaule roa these aH"'s requisitions
were sent directly to the War Hinlstry. |

ne Y‘hat were thne chiel sources for acqulriag horses:

A, Hokkaldo and Kyushu, mainly, and from all the prefectures of
Japan, The War Ministry diregted horses to »e brought o 8 ecl-
fic esllecting polints in each orefecture av partlicular times.
The Army would then selsci whaet 1t wanted. IlLorses were pred 1in
uokkeld>, znd Kyushu, and Ssethern part of Honshu.

n, %&as8 the su sply of horses adegquater

A, No, even at deglnnlag ol war there was a maried shortaze of
norses., Refore the war in 1437 a survey inclcated the lack ofF
horses 1ln J4a-8n. & seven year :lan was therefore ilnaugurated 10O
inoresse the numbsr of all types ~f norses., This plan was not
successful prior 4o te war for thore wag o shortage ol Deuns,
corn, aad other tyves of faoda, After the start oF Lae WD lerze
aumbers of horses were shilpped overseas, aany of these Wwere le-
males whieh ocut dowa the program of Droed Ll e

A, Was the supply of horses OvVersesd sablsfactory:

A, No, the chief diffieculty in supply was the inadeguate guantl-
; ty of horses in wapan, and this was further curtailled oy tne lo-
abllity of de-ots to ship the avallanle horses oversecdS8e

N, Explain this difflcully In shipping.
A, BShip space was n.bt adernatse and often not avallable for silp-
ment of hors:<8, +the sinking of ships 07 homblogs and SUORArLAeS

F—

zape other ltere oI supply hizher prioriity om ayalladple sily space.

A, How did air action o “Pest the supply of horses Lo <8080 prop=-
er% Were the remo at de-ots sombhead: et number o0 2rsges Was
destroyed in these Drubings:
A. WYe do not have the statistlcs or now many horses were killea
{n Javan through bomdhardments, HOowever, the presount depot aiv
Tahanabe ln Xyushu was bombed and the lerry o lWoel Southern LoK=
Kaldo and Northera inashu which frequently transoorted LL.rses Wab
also 9 nnoed o

A guestlonnalre was glven to Colonels Us.la and (LTA Wwitn
instructi ns to accornllsh same by 10 iovemder 1945,




HEADQUARTERS
UsS. STRATEGIC BUMBING SURVEY -
(PACIFIO) |
C/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRAASIBCO

INTER JGATION NO., _ Place:

bate ¢
Division of Origin: #ilitary Analysis Divislon
SubjJect: OSupply of Horses to Japanese Army, lemy»:nt Depots,
‘ersonnel interrog:zted and Background >f Each:

1, Solonel'ﬂzﬁTA, Vice Director of th lorse idminlstration
- Bureau., ©erved in that c:apacity cnly since sarch, 1945,

2, Colonel DJHETA, As8't Chlef of the War Preperations Sec-
tion ¢ ncerned, mobliization o° troops and horses,

Hhere Interviewed: Nei)il 3vilding, Room 238
Interrogator: Captaln Walter 4., Drozd

Internreter: Lt. Joyd, USNR

Allled O°“flcers oresent: None




.

The orlzlnal person reouezted for tanls interrogathon was Lt,.
General 'ITIZUMA, Ohlef of the Horse Administration Bureau, war
Mlnistry. liowever, Lt. General NITZ!U A, was not avallable for
the lnterrogation and it has been indlcated y Colonels OGATA
and DJYATA that NITZU A has n t yet been located, but 'he is be-
lleved to be living somewhere in the suburos of Tokyo. Both Jol-
onels UGATA and NETA were sent to sudstitute for Lt, General
NITLUN A

Nelther was too well informed on the tople o the interroga-
tion. Soth exoressed some o.lnlons, however seldom expressed any
definlte views, A llat >f pre.:red questlions were slven to the
twd men wilth instructi ns to see 1f some answers comuld re sccured
from per onnel 1in theif former offices, Both sald they would try
to remember the orodlemns enc untered 1n the s ply of horses to
the Jap Army, however they would hive to rely calefly on thelir
memories in as muen as all records on the aumber 57 norses sup-
nliled to forces overseas and those avallable in Jasan proper,
had been destrorved in transit as t ey were Deing chl ped by train
from the Central Hemount Depot to the warp slnistry in July, 1945,

Lne follnwing are cuestl .ns asked of Colonels d&lfg and JUiaTA,
2e How were requlremsents for the supply of horses for the Jauan=-
ese Army compouted:

Ae The system of horse sup;.ly chansue frequeatly in vapan propers
armles overseas would requisislon reslacenents For horses much like
th:t for the reclacezent o7 psrsonnel,

Qe "hat governed the am»sunt of horszes that could oHe requlsitioned:
A. Table of orgamlzation which showed how maay men and horses s..ould
normally be Iin an army,

e« Was there a definite ratio c-tablished »e ween the of men and
the number of men 1n each organizatlion,

As HO, however we can go back over the T/.'s and establis: the re-
latl >nshlp.

Ge How d1d Armies reauisition horges, that 1s, where did they
forward reouisitions?

A'. i@gulreteﬁpa from overseas JHO vere forwazrded directly to the

war Minlstry.,




ne How were Lhe requlirements computed by GHQ for all 1ts armges?
A. GH? for Kwantung Army (Hsing-king) 1n Eandhuria, complled
requisiti-ns of all armies under 1ts Jurlsdictlon. GHX for

China Expeditlonary Army complled requislitidns for all 1ts arules
in Chilna at Nankin:., SE Asla Area requlsltlons were complled at
GHQ, Salgon, Southwest and Central Pacific Island Area requlre-
ments were 6om - iled at GH?, Rabaul, From these GHR'S requlsltions
were sent directly to the ¥War &lnlstry.

Q. What were the chlef sources for acqulring norses?y

A, Hokkaldo and Kyushu mainly, and from all the prefecures oI
Japan., The War Minlstry directed horses to ne brougnt to gpecl-
fic eollecting polnts in each prefezture at particular times,

The Army wo 1d then =ele=t what 1t wanted, [Oorses were bréd 1n
Hokkaldo, and Kyushu and Northern part ol :onshu.,

Qe VYes the su.ply of Horses adeauate’

A, No, even at beginning of war a marked sihortage of horses., Bo=-
fore the war in 1937 a survey indlcated the lack of forses in
Japan, A T ysar plan was therefore lnaugurated 1o 1ncre:-se the
anamher of 2l1ll types of horses and this plan was not success ful
prior to the war for there was a shorta e of heans, corn, and
other typncs of fodder, After the start of the wur large n mbders
of horses were shipped overseas, ua y of these were females whlch
cut do-n the program of breedlng.

2. Was the supuly of horses overseas satlsfactory:

A, No, the chlief difficulty in supply was the linadec ate quan-
tity of horses in Japan, and this was further curtalled by the
inablility of depots to shlp horses overseas.

ns Ex lain this difficulty in shlpplng.

A, Ship snace was no avallable for snipment Of horseé. The s ink-
ing of ahi:s by bombings and suhmarines gave other iltems of sup-
ply higher vurlorliy on shlp space,

Fe How*dld air actl n affect the supply of horses in Japan prop-
¥r. YJere the rem-unt de ots nomded? “What aunmbder of horses was
destroyed in these dombings?

A, We do not have the statistics or how many horses were kxilled

in Ja an thro:gh bombdardments, iHowever, t .e remount de ot at
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at Tahanabe in {yushu was bdombed and the ferry between Southern

Hokkaldo and Northern Honshu,
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INTLRAOGATION NO, 7/ Jluce: Tokyo

cate ¢ B lov 1045
Divialon of Orlsin:  PMilitary Analysis Dlvislion
Jubjeat: Sopplv of Horses to Japanese Army, emount EDOLS .

e gonnel nterrogated and Bsokground oF Lach:

le. 2olonel OGATA, Vice Director of the Horse Adalnistratl
Mraay, Jerved in that capaclty 21ly singe rbarch, yéS.

nael CHETA, Ass't Shilef of the War Preperations Sectllon
gonoerned, mobilization of Lroops and no5r8éd. .

Whare terviewed: Helji Buliding, Room 238
interrogator: Captaln wWalter . Heozd
interpreter: b, 30yd, TONN

Allied ~f"igers present: aone

Hote: The original pers:n requested or Lhls lailerrsg Ltion was
Lbe General N.Id UA, Shief of the [orse Adamlalstratlon reau,

dar Lﬂﬂlﬁtry. o ever, Lt, General NLI/ 14 was not avellaodle Ior
L‘i' ﬁtﬁrrﬁ? tion & 1t has ween indlozted by Jolonels UG TA and
neta that L, general NI l&lhas has not yet deen located, but 1s
| 1 to be living s uewhere In tie 8uDUrog 0L 10LyO. 30tn
talonels OGATL and ONETA were sent to anbstitute for Lt, Jeneral

Meither of these was oo well informed on the tople o0 Lhe

4 322t1ioN, nth exnresged a»ne oplalong, howWwever seldom any
Jof nite views, & list of sre-ar d questions wore glven Lo Lne
two menn with inetruati g o see 17 some angwers gould Dé 560 sured
from personnel 1n thelr former 5ffloes, DOoth sald Liey wo 1d try
Ly remember the problem: engountered 1ln the su ply of horses 1O
the Jap Arny, however tLiey c;'.mLL ave to rely cailefly on thelr
memoriea, The reason for this Ly sxld was that all records
the o ober of horszes sunpllied t. Cerces averseans and --s%e ava ll=-
ghlée in Ha an aroper, had been i&;tr;yﬁq in translit as fy were
elng shipped by train from the Central i=smount el 0L t the war
vinlstry in uuly L0485,

Phe f:llowling are questioms asked OF 2olonels A TA ana Jnela
and thelr anawers:
n, low were reauireients for the supply of horses for the Japan-
es8e Aray 3347Ut€u;
A Thi syaten 27 horse supsly changed reauently ln SBOAN DD,
jenerally, Arales overseas would requlsition ro lecenents far norses
mieh like th t for the reslacerneat of persnincls
ne T“hut governed the amount of horses that could De requlslitloned.
Le '-"";;.;r;p e of orpanization which showed how muny men an. NIrses
gh>1114 X7 1‘1’ ¢ 1N An ATRY o

™, ¥ *;_ M n . :. w &% N \ . , . -~ . o ; L g 1 " . e | a » s )
2o a8 there a4 de”l 1te ratlo t.a n1ished Hetween the nmder o1
»»n and the numder o horses in eagh orzanization
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Te¢ How 4id Armies requislition horses, that i1s, where dld they
fsrward requisitlionst

ae Hequlirements from oversess 0 ware forwar. .ed directly to
the War inlstry.

Ve HOW were the r@quiremeqts computed by G:7 for all ilts aruies:
he  GHR for Kwantung Army (!sing- kKing) 1n a1 nuria, cJﬂvll@u I'e-
quisitions of all ar: lms nder its Jnriﬂd*ctlﬁﬂ. % for th

-hina Expedltionary aramy (danking) eomnlled reaulsitlons fop &11
i1ts armies in vhina, 3 Asla Ares r@qalaltlnla were complled at
iy Talpone Southwest and Jentral “acific .ala d sren recuire-
ments wvere c‘ﬂfllfﬁ at siT, Rabaule 'ror these iH''s reguisitions
“ore sent directly to the War Yinietry.

Ve Yhat were the ohlef® sourges for acaulring horses:

Ao  Hokkaldo and Kyusiu, mainly, and from all the prefectures of
Jvasan, The War Minlatry direusted horses to e orought Lo 8 eci-
"lo eollectling polnts 1n each prefecture at partioular tines,. '
Y tld then aselesct what 1t wanted, ijorses were bred in

okkaldo, and Kyushu, and “orthern cart »f Honshu,

e a8 t e su ply of Horses adequate:

Ae NT, even at deglnning of war there was a marksed ah a20tase of
norses, Jefl re tmt war in 1937 a survey lndicsted tue lack oHf
horses ln Juaugne A seven year .lan was therefore Lnaugurated to
Lacrease the number of all types of horses, Thia slan was not
auccessful prior to tie war for there wis & 8iortage ol besns,
gorn, asd other tyues of foods, After the start 57 the wap lurce
nmuders of horses were shilpoed Jverseans, many of these were fe-
males which cut dowa the prograan »f b GU LT e

~ it
<, @

&

8 Lhe supply of horses overssas satislaotoryt
fis 10y the chlef dl fleulty in supply was the liadecuate ouanti-
vy of horses 1n Japnun, and this was irther ourtalled Y the 1in-
&dlilty of de ots to ship the avallanle h:raea IVErseasn,

-

e ~XDlaln thie diffleulty 1a shipn 10
ie 3AID snace wag n ot mj@“ﬂate and o ‘ten not avallable far a Ap=-
ment 25 hora.g, Lhe sinking of ahips by WANDINEZS and susmarines
aPe Other ilterg of SuUNply hlcher priority on avallabple BN1D 8pace,
Ze How *".¢1r1m3ti-n a fert the supply of horses in Ju.an prop-
er¢ were th: remo nt denots Homhedy What aumder ol hiorses was
destroyed ;n these Doubings:
Ae Ve dn not have the statistlics or how many horses were killed
1*‘1 vasan through bordardments, o Wwever, Lis renount depot at
ahanabe In Xyushu was boaded and the ferry oetlween Southern ioke-
kala;w and Northern dsashu wnleh frequently transsorted h.rses was
also hombed,

A Questlonnalre wus glven to Colonels 01 . TA and NiTA wlth
lnstructi»na t. aeeo . nlish sene by 10 {ovexber 1945,
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C/0 POSTMASTLR, SAN FnANCIbCO

P

4 S e
A A
o PSELTS

INTERROGATION NO. 266 . Flace: Tokyo
Date <« 3 Nov. 1945

; A _ ;
Division of Origin: Military Analysis Division. <

Subject : OSupply of Horses to Japanese Army, Remount
Depots.
Personnel Interrogated and Background of Each:
i} : Col. OGATA, Vlce Director of the Horse Administration
{l" Bureau. Served in that capacity only

since llarch 1945,

Col. ONETA, Ass't Chief of the War Preparations Section
concerned, mobilizatior of troops and horses.

WWhere Interviewed: lleiji Building, Room 238.
Interrogator : Captain Walter M. DROZD.
Interpreter : Lt. BOYD, USNR.

Allied Officers Present: None.

NOTE: The original person requestcd for this interrogation was

. Lt, General NIIZUMA, Chief of the Hdorse Administration Eureau,
War Ministry. However, Lt. General NIIZUMA was not availa®rle for
the 1n+errogation antd 1t has been indicated by Col. 0Gi4TA and
ONETA that the general has not yet been located, but is
bgiieved to be living somewhere in *the suburbs of Tokyo. Eoth
Colonels OGATA and ONETA had been sent to substitute for him.

Neither of these men were too well informed on the topic
of the interrogation. Both exnressed some opninions, hcwever
seldom any definite views. A list of prepared questions were
given to them with instructions to see 1f some answers could bhe
secured from personnel in their former offices., Both said they
would try to remember the prorlems enccuntered in the supnly of
horses to the Japanese Army, however thoy would have to rely
chiefly on their memories. The reason for this, they said, was
that all records on *he num*er of horses sup»nlied to forces
overseas and those availatle in Japan Droper, had heen dectroyed
v in transit as they were heing shipned by train from the Central
3 Remount Depot to the War #inistry in July 1945.




The following are ouestions asked of Colonels UGATA and i
ONREPA ands Thely angwergan- o ricv oy of8 s Sl ese il b on s Ul e n e e
Q. How were requirements for the supply of horses for the Japanese

Army computed?

A, The system of horse cupnly changed freouently in Japan proner.
Generally, Armies overseas would requisition replacements for |
horses much like that for the replacement of personnel. :

Qe What governed the amount of horses that could be requisitioned?

A, Tahle of Organiyatlon which showed how many men and horeses 3

- should normally te in an Army. ' i

Q. Was there a definite ratio established between the numhter of
men and the numher of horses in each organization?

‘ A, No, however we can £0 hack over the T/0's and estatlich thﬁ
alationﬂalp (They were instructed to do so).

Q. How did Armies rﬁqvl zition horses, that is, where did they
forward requ1c1t10n59

A. Requirements from overseas GhHQ were forwarded directly to the
Wwar kinistry.

Q. How were. the requirem@n+s comnuted bv GHQ for all its armies?

A, GHQ for Kwantung Army (Hsing-king) in Manchuria, compiled
reauisitions of all armies under its ijurisdiction. GHQ for
the China Expediticonary Armv (Nanking§ compiled requisitions
for all ite armies in China. ©SE Asia area requicsitions were

Compiled at GHR, Saigon. Southwest and Central Pccific Island
Area requirements were compiled at GHY, Rabaul, FIrom these
GHQ's requisitions were sent directly to the War Ministry.

Q. What were the chief sources for acauiring horses?
L. Hokkaldo and Kyushu, mainly, and from all the prefectures of

Japen., -‘he Wear Ministry directed horses to be bruught to
specific collec:ing poim*v in each rrefecture at rarticular

times. The army would then seclect what it wanted. Horses
were bred in Hokitaido, and Ryushu, and Northern part of
Hon Sl .

2, HNas the supply of horses aderuate:

A, No, even at beginning of war "here was a marked chortage of
horses, DBefore the war in 1937 a survey indicated the lack

of horses 1in Jap A seven year nlan was therérorc
:‘ inavgurated to 1QC“oa¢o the numter of all types of horses.
; This plan was not successful vrior to the war for "hers was
& e shortage of beans, corn, and other tvnes of foods. after

the start of the war large numbers of horses were aﬁlpped
overseas, manv of these were females which cut down the
nrogram of brecding.

Q. Vas the supply of horses overseas satisfactory?
A, No, the chief difficulty in supnly was the inadeqguate aguantity

of horses in Japan, and this was further curtailed by the
inabillty of depots to cnhip the availatle horses overseas.

3P

ixplain this difficulty in shipping.

o Dk
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The following are auestions scked of Colonels 0Gata and
A and their answeps:, ecant'de o o e e e

e - -

Ship épace was no: adequate an¢ often not available for ship-

ment of horses. The sinking of ships by bombings and

Y -
Q.
Ao
'
¥
¢
SR

submarines gave other items of supply higher priority on
available ship space. = .

Jow did air action affect the supply of horses in Japan
proper? ‘ere the remount denots bombed? What numbher of
horses was destroyed in *these bombings?

lie do not have the statistics on how meny horses were killed
in Japan through Fombardments. However, the remount depot
ot Tahenabe in Kyushu was bombed and *he ferry hetween
Southern Hokkaido and Northern Honshu which freaquently
transported horses was also hombed. .




HEADQUARTERS
U.5. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEXY

PACIFIC)
AOO 234 575 TOSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

INTERROGATION NO. 'VL G place: Tokyo
Date : 3 Nov 1945

Military Analysls Division

rses to Japanese Army , Remount Depots.

Division of Origin:

otor of the HOrsSe Administration

1, Colonsel OGATA, Vice Dire
capacity only since March, 194D.

Bureaule. Served 1in that

Ags't Chief of the war Preperations Sgection

5. (Colonel ONETA,
11ization of troops and horsese.

concerned, mobD

-re Interviewed: Meiji Building, Room 238

Interrogator: Captain Walter M, Drozd

Interpreter: bt. Boyd, USNR

Allied Vfficers present: ‘None

Note: Tne original person requested tor this interrogation was
Lt. General NIIZMA, Chief of the Horse Administration Bureau,
War Ministry. However, Lt. General NIIZUMA was notu availaple for
the interrogation and 1t has been indicated DY GColonels OGATA and

ONETA thet Lthe cnoral—MMilier has not yet oeen located, but 1s

pelievzd to D€ iving %oqggpgre in the suburbs of TokyoO., Both
colonels OGATA and ONETA were sent to substitutie for %ﬂi—
R AR
Neither of these was too well informed on the topic of the
Both expressed 80me opinions, ]

A 1ist of orepared questions Wer
ti-ns to see 1f some answers couvld De secured

byppmmer, W1lh instruc
from personnel 1in their former offices. Both said they would try
->ply of horses to

to remember the problems encountered 1in the 8su:

the Jap Army, however they would nave to rely cniefly on thelr
memories. The reasoll for this tihey said was that all records On.
the number of horses supplied tO forces overseas and those avail-
ahle in Jajan proper, had been destroyed 1in transit as they Were

oeling shipped DY train from the central Remount Depot to the war
Ministry in July 1945,

interrogation.
definite views.

The following are questions asked of Colonels OGATA and oNETA

and thelr answers.:

Q. How were requirements for the supply of horses for the Jacan-

ese Army computed?
A. The system of horse supply changed frequently in Japan propers.
cenerally, Armies overseas woulad requisition renlacements for horses

much like that for the replacement of personnele.

Q. What governed the amount of horses that could Dbe requisitioned:
A. ‘Table of organization which showed how meny Mmen and horses

should normally De€ in an Armye.

, Was there a definite ratio established between the number of

nen and the number of horses in each organlzation?
A. No, however Wwe€ can go back over the T/0's and establish tne re-

1ationship. (They were fastructed to do SO, )
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Q. How did Armies requisition horses, that is, wnere did they ’
forward requisitions? |
A. Requirements from overseas GHQ were forwarded dlrectly to

the War Ministry.

Q. How were the requlrements computed by GHQ for all its armles?
A, GHQ for Kwantung Army (Hsing-king) in Manchuria, compliled re-
guisitions of all armles under its jurisdiction. GHQ for the
shina Expeditionary Army (Nanking) compiled requisitions for all
its armies in China. SE Asla Area requisitions were compiled at
GHQ, Saigon. Southwest and Central Pacific Island Area requilre-
ments were compiled at GHR, Rabaul. From these GH?'s requisitions
were sent directly to the War Ministry.

Q. What were the chief sources for acquiring horses?

A. Hokkaido and Kyushu, mainly, and from all the prefectures of
Japan. The War Ministry directed horses to be brought to svecil-
fic collecting points 1n each prefecture at partlcular times.
The Army would then select what 1% wanted. Horses were bred 1ln
Hokkaido, and Kyushu, and *orthern oart of Honshu.

Q. Was the suoply of Horses adequate?

A. No, even at veginning of war there was a marked shortage of
horses. Before the war in 1937 a survey incdlcated the lack of
horses in Japan. A seven year plan was therefore inaugurated to
increase the number of all types of horses. This plan was not
successful prior to the war for there was a shortage of beans,
corn, and other types of foods. After ine start of the war large
numbers of horses were shipped overseas, many of these were fe-
males which cut down the program of breeding.

Q. Was the supply of horses overseas satisfactory?

A, No, the chief difficulty in supply was the lnadequate quantil-
ty of horses in Japan, and thls was further curtailed dy the 1in-
ability of depots to ship the available horses overseas.

A. Explain this difficulty in shilpping.

A. Ship space was not adecuvate and often not available for snlp-
ment of horses. The sinking of ships by bombings and suomarines
gaws other items of supply higher priority on available snip space.

Q. How did ailr action a“fect the supply of horses in Japan prop-
er? Were the remount deoots onombed? What number of horses was
destroyed in these bombings?

A. We do not have the statistics on how many horses were killea
in Japan through bombardments. #fowever, the remount depot at
Tahanabe in Kyushu was bombed and the ferry between Southern HoOK-

Kaido and Northern flonshu which frequently transported norses was
also bombed.




