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| & "#i‘ 5 -3 ¥ %  Swifily fly the days of youth,
| o 'And slowly art doth move;

— K ﬁ | 7F 7 8  Each moment by the foreloek seize,
‘And waste not, atill impr_ove! |
B EEBE Yedream'yet of the grassy green;
S That daisies deck in spring; =
W W 5 E B k%  Hark!heard ye not the rusﬂing leaves?
o | ©)'Pig autumn,”’ sighs the grove. .
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tompdsow Educatxon for Clnna
By Paul 8. Chen, Chinan Insm'ute, Naﬂkmg

( Planis are improved by cultivation, and men by education. - We are
born weak, we need sirength; we are born destituie of all things, we need
 assistance,; we are born stupid, we need judgment. All that we have not at our
* birth, and -that we need when grown up, 18 given us by education.—Healh's

“ Pedagogical.”’ ) ‘ -

Education, the cultivation of the intellectual powers, is the
most powerful of all the elements of success. It is due to the process
of education that the people of the world have now become more
‘eivilized than they were before. It is due to the advancement of
education and not to the labors of a few able generals or farsighted
politicians that a counfry has learned to defend itself against ihe
aggressions of foreign powers. When education is diffused among’
the people of a country, that country at once grows rich and powerful.
No country is entitled to boast of power, or wealth, or culture when a.
large section of her population i is saturated with deep ignorance and
benighted superstifions.

When we turn our attention to China, can we say that she has.
solved her educational problem? Does the spread of education play
an important part in the upbmldmg of the nation? No answer in the
affirmative is justified. .

. During the past few decades, there were but very few schools in.
* China, and most of them were conducted by private tutors. Colleges
or universifies were institutions unheard of. Although history tells
 us that as far back as the reign of Shun (#) there had been ‘a
. minister of education, there was no ‘“Board of Education *’ before
the Tsing Dynasty. Moreover, the sending of students to foreign
lands for thg prosecution of .advanced studies was never thought of.

- Indeed, educatlon have never before reached a stage of development
comparable with that of modern times.

Education, in its modern sense, has been a leading factor in the
development of this country within the past few years. Numerous
schools along modern lines have been established. The sending of
students- to foreign countries for scholarly pursuits has been carried
out on 8 much larger scale. Every province has now a ‘ Bureau of
Edueation.”” To supervise the management of such bureaus, fo
enforce a uniform and harmonious sysfem of operation, to improve
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its standard of eﬁmency—-—these are duties belonging to the Mimetry
of Educatioh. Indeed, the changes bave been wonderful. o

However, our system of education is not free from serious
imperfections- because a place of secondary importance has been
assigned to. CoMpuLsory EDUCATION.

Compulsory education means- a syetem of education under
which the people are compelled to seek for knowledge-——i_;q cultivate
their intellectual powers under the threat of punishment. This form
of education has conferred great benefits upon the different ‘countries
of the world that have been wise enough to make education compulsory.

England, for instance, had but very few schools before. The
percentage of those who might be considered highly educated was
comparatively low. The industrial standard of that country was .
also backward. It was in the year 1877 a.p.,, that compulsory educa-
tion was first infr_oduced into Great Britain and the prosperity .
resulting from this wise reform has astonished the world.

China, with a population of four hundred millions and a national
culture ef five thousand years, should profit by the example of Great
Britain and promote compulsory educatlon throughout the length and .
breadth of the Republic. .

In order to carry out this educatlonal scheme  successfully,
Iam of the opinion that there are nme pomts which deserve elose
attention: "

1. The government should send & large number of experts to
the vanous ‘provinces to study educatlonal conditions. .

, 2. Delegates ghould be sent to various districts, to exhort the
people to send their children to schools, '
' 3. " The establishment of kindergarten -and primary schools i in
every provincial capital should be encouraged.

4. In every village where there are more than forty or fifty
families at least ome kmdergarten or primary schools should he _
estabhshed : o : o

. - All children above six or below nine years ef age should be
obhged to enfer the schools.
6. One year after the inauguration of the compulsory syetem, '
parents of children over nine years old will be liable to prescribed
fines if the children fail to attend schiool - -
7. Officers whose duty is to eneourage education among the
people should be earefully chosen
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8. In the schools Mandann, or * Kwan Hwa,” should be used,
let no teacher be permitted to educate the young if he or she is unable
to apeak Mandarin,

. 9. The rich as well as the poor should be bound by the rogula—
tmns already sanctioned by the Board of Educatlon for the purpose -
of. spreadmg compulsory education. :

If these suggestions are put into effect, I feel confident that ere-

. long compulsory education will spread over the whole country, and-
every child, whether male or female, will be able to have opportunities"
for mental, physical, and moral developmeut and grow up noble

oltlzens : .

~ Animals in Idioms and Proverbs
HERAESEREE TR R E
_ - () Cat % | ,
1. As there was not a speck of cloud to darken the sky last night,’
B I wonder why it rained cats and dogs this morning.

B BRAXENEWMEGRATHEZ LER.
* [#] Catsand dogs=Very heavily or hard, X ¥ i Z&; % W .
2. Secing that their son and their daughter-in-law lead a cat-and-dog
. life, the parents put on a long face. |
'--(ﬁ) RBAN XBEERE |
[ﬁ] A cat-and-dog life =A quarrelsome life, R #i1; ¥k 3.
| A long face=Sorrowful countenance, ﬁ L X

8. Al the traitors who were cat’s-paws of our enemy ought to be
severely pumshed :

) RESMRCH A Z I B R

'[#] A cat’s-paw=A mere tool of another; the medium of doing
~ another sdlrtywork BAHRABAESR
4, - We all nickname him ““Ugly Monster,” becauae hé often grins
' like a Cheshire cat.

(&) ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%kﬁﬂﬂl‘f-zﬁ*&& e '
[&]1 To grin like a Cheshire cat=To be aLwayB smiling thh the
gums and teeth displayed, JE ¥ i K. | '

* (To be continued)



