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A STUDY OF THE MOSO HIEROGLYPHIC MANUSCRIPT, “THE CENESIS
AND HISTORY OF MANKIND,” FROM LIKIANG
. by
FU MAO.CHI

(Summary in English)
Concerning the Moso language, ‘the writer has published the following works:

(1) Phonetios of the Moso Dialect in Weihsi, Yunnan. Shanghai, 1940,
(Studia Serica, Vol. I No. 4, published by the Chinese Cultural Stydies
Research Institute, West Chins Union University)

(2) A Grammar of the Moso Dialect in Weihsi, Yunnan, Chengtu, 1941,
(1bid., Veol, II)

(3) A Vocabulary of the Moso Dialect in Weihsi, Yunnan, Chengtu, 1943.
( Butletin of the Chiness Cultural Studies, Vol. 1III, issued by the
Chinese Cultural Studies Research Institutes of West China Uaion
University, Cheeloo University and University of Nanking)

The three articles were limited to the stuby of the Moso spokon language. In
‘1945, the writer, with the intention of studying the Moso written characters,
made a trip to Likiang, Yunnan. While he was there, he procured the manuscript
«phe Genesis and History of Mankind.” which consists of a series of successive
hieroglyphs of the Moso tribe. The manuseript, including the covers, contains
sixteen leaves and measures 98mm. X 245mm. It was written with bamboo pzn
and Indian black ink on a’special kind of white paper which was manufactured
b} the people themselves. Poth the obverse and the reverse of the papsr were
used to bear the writing, Except the last two teaves, which are especially read
for warding off demons, the text is really a genesis and a very interesting

mythological story of mankind,

It is to be noted that many of the words read by the monk, ‘to-mba,’ have
not been represented in the manuscript. Tuke_ the following as an example;

¥ &5 3
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Tais is read in three Sentences:
(1) ;“J‘A 342,11 ;nd?:‘ v 121’
(0 3w *ggw 'ta ke 2z,
) 245, fwe 'y 'Kw 2.

A literal translation is:

(1) Tree- to grow- to walk- to be able~ (final particle),
(2) Stone- to split open- to talk- to be able- (final particle).
(3) Svil. even. to shake. to be able~ (final particle).

This may be freely translated as:

(In ancient times)
(1) Possessing feet, trees were able to walk; (2) splitting open, stones
were able to talk; and (3) soil was able to shake.

Now let us analyze and explain the writing of the passage in detail:

%- is generally the symbol for the word [3,4,,] ‘iree; resembling the
meaning of the word.
The symbel for [‘*r),d ) ‘to walk’ is generally i ,being a picture of a-
A% =
person walking along the way. The same meaning is here indicated
by attaching a foot te the root of the tree; and for this reason, %
is sometimes taken to replace i elsewhere,

£Q is a picture of three stones on ‘the earth. It is read fa.b‘_] , which
me tas ‘stone.”’

<o is a drawing of a mouth with the speech sound coming ont. 1t is

read [.h] ,which means ‘to talk.’
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>L_ is the symbol for the word [ 37§ 4 ] o split open;’ For the same
word we have two other §ymb’0]s:D§‘J and .. , The latter obviously
originated’ with this myth.

THI is the symbol for the word [ ’i’f,“gl 1 ‘soil.’

(), 2 .

#4% is taken to show the notion of ‘shaking. but the word [ ]is
actually represented by ’ elsewhere.

As already mentioned, welwould say that we have in this passage only five
symbols: = 2 ;}'{-'5\ which represent three sentences or fifteen
syllables. Or, if we treat &5 as one symbol, there would be only {hree sym-
bols. In the light of this, we may know that when this text was first written,
the Moso writing was changing from mnemonic pictures to real writing. For
this .reason, even if one knows all the Moso independent written characters, one
still can not read such classies without learning frém the specialist ‘to.mba,’
Moreover, the same manuscript may be read differently by different te-mbas,
but the differencé is usually not much. Tae to.mba who read this manuscript
for the present writer is To-fa (Chinese name, tlo Fang) . He is a native of
Chung.ho.ts‘un, called by themselves Lia-ts’y_us (meaning “Returnig-Tiger.vill.
age”), about three miles south of the city of Likiang. Some other to-mbas
like Mr. Ho Shih_kuei and Mr, Ho Hsuea-shu aiso helped the writer in the

reading.

For convenience the manuscript is analyzed in twelve sections. Each section
is divided into four parts: (1)the original hierogiyphic text, {2) phonetic tran-
seription and literal translation, (3) free translation, and (4) explanation.
From these analyses the reader may learn the structure and pronunciation of
every symbol, the meaning or function of cach word, ard the free meaning of
the whole text. Any differentiation between ancieat and modera usage is ind-
jicated, Borrowings from Chinese or Tibetan are also explained,
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The phonetic alphabet used is that of the International Phonetic AsSociation.
The phonetic system and the grammatical devices of the dialect, on which the
reading is based, have heen worked out by the writer and given briefly but clearly
in the introduction to this book, This work is, therefore, of some value, not only -
to mythology, bnt also to linguistics, and to the study of the origin and deve-

lopmient of written language,

June 22, 1948
Fu mao-chi
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