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466th·AERO SQUADRON . 
(Jrore,mLY 54TII AERO ,SQUJillTIOll) . \ 

Frem tho m:;ss of , rocruits aoBo~blod .on July 20~' 19li~ at Coluo- · 
bu~ B~rr~cl:s, Ohio, 150 likoly lo~kin~ men uorc dr~rm ~nd 5ont to Kally · 

· . Fielu~ Tex.~s, · tp f~m. vrlUt~ lt'..tor bec:xie tho 54th AerG Squadron and :rrus 
thon· c~,.nr;od to tho 466th Aoro Sqtt~drcn. It 'TQ.S tho ido~ of these l"e-. 
cruits, ~hon they rroro solocted for tho Avi~tiGn Soction, Si~n~l corps, 
that t11oy 't.roro to ber=in i::n:1adi~to intensive training a.a o..vic..tcre• Thi! 
drerun. 110..s dispelled sh~rtly after thoy ~rrivod o.t I\elly Fiold 0!1 Aur;ttst 
7 o..nd Ttore put t .o 1·rork to leo.rn .. ~ho intrictt.cies Of infantry drill, guro~d 
duty ~nd r~ti~uo. 
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· Tho 54th Aoro Squ~dren rms duly or&o..nizod i1ith C orp~t~l Loe ~ 
~ Ro1Jinson in ch=.rce . At fir~t, tents, .quP .. rteri11c· ·rrol:l. eit;l1t to 10 tlon , 

Yror" used. Short .thi.o le.tor tho squo.drgn ri~ved into confortablc bt:i.rrack:s , ,. 
· on Field !jO. l. · . 

. - . 
~ Sorco'1..11t Lao 0 . l~cQui·t, ty, la tor 60:1.":lis s~oned Fi rs t Lieutona.nt, 

took char~e of the u.'1.i~ for ~ short, tiL'lo, Tho11, on Aucust · 27, lfo..jor 
P~trick Frissell, s.c., 1-;us assiGnod ao co1:nnndin~ offioor ~nd undor him 
tho crganiza.tio11 -vro..s rc-orgw.1izod, . equipr:o d ~nd prepared for £~old sorvi
co. 27 non-ce~clssionod cf'f'ioers -rroro appointed on Soptonber 1,1917 9 On : 
Se3pto~er 6 j t:o..jor Frissell .yras , rolieyod Gf cor:u:1rJ..nd ~nd · hi~ pl=.co 1ms , 
t~kan bJr Ist Lieut. E.ll.. Leo. .. 

.. . 
The tl1i11~ thnt .co:r.pJ.etoly sl1'9ttcred ·t,110 vision ef fiying, y;n,s 

tho ordor ~11at tho 54th, tcr;othor -r.i. th seven otl1c1.. squadrons, ·wus ts ba 
turi1~u intg 3. construction squti.dron·, for immodiato duty Yrith the .Ar.1ori
c~n ExpeditiQn~ry For~os. 

. . 
Fivo mon w110 ·118.d previously . ttppliod for f'lyinc co~1issions woro 

~ transforrou out for flyin; tr~inin~. Sono nech~nics Troro sont to othor 
squo.dro!1s, bo,i:ir; roplacod by ~en fro~ the old 50th ·squ_adron • 

. ~ ' .. 
. . Orl September 17 ,1917, th.o 5,.1:tl1 Sg,us..dr•n 4' . 011tr~inod f e r l.~i::.10010., 

!~ . Y., ·rrhore it arri-;ed on Soptotibor 21 o.nd -.-ra.rl .· quc.rtorod i!l tonts on 
Fiold }IQ . 2., tl10 11oodcn b&..rro.cl:a being ::;till u..~dC"Jr constructio11. Fil1i.t..l 
equipment~ ' includinc p~stols; v~~ i=sucd to tho non nnd tho squ~dron 

.. 

Yrcnt throuEh ~11 tho prop~rations for ovorsons .duty. Lieut~ Leo 11a~ rolio
vod of coriz:iJlnd on Scpte~bor 26 nnd c~pt. H~rold u.Eustis as ~saigned in 

.. 
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l1is pl~co. Liouts. C.O.J .. llderso11 o.nd C:trlos · arovonb.urr~ 11oro a.ssic:~cd to . ,· a 

. , 

t110 Sqqadron .Octobor 8 ~.nQ. 9, rospectivol:l• 
'· 

I 
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. Tho· eight squrtdro11:l, U."lder c o1:L~~nd of l.~D..jcr J.L.Du...'1srrortl1, loft . 
l'rineol=. ~ at ·1:00 ·A. M. Octobor 13, 1£'17, n.nd o!:lbttrl:od 011 t110 Cu_Yl!lrd linor 
Po.11onia. • .. . . 

. ..... 
... . 

. " · Thoro 1·r~ro, bosido:3 the Po.nonia., 16 froie;ht lo.don 3tel'..~ors in 
tho convoy• · Durine; 1.. violent ste r_1 ne.ar the E:."'lr;lish c0:Lst, tho PtU1.or1ia. . 
110.s lost i'r0!!1 .tho convey nnd · r~do o. run fer tl1e coo.st '\7i thout protoction. 

· Sho reO.chod ·Bolfast, .~ Irela.nd, safaly on Octcber 28. '!'he follcr,Tinr; day, 
-rri th C...!l. escort oi' Erl ti sh destroyers, tho trip o..cross the Irish Sea. '\7a.~ . . , 
!l~de 1tnd tho J?o.nonia put into Livorpool, Encland, :>.bout 5 P .1·1. October 29. 

~ , -., . , . . . 
; .. · A.~ a11·. night tra.in. rid~ broui;ht .tho sque..dron to B"rdon, ·a :!rr.all 

" Britisli-,t\~oricCi.n r:ost co.~p. Tl10 oqu=.dror. Tront ~Q Seutl,.ianptcn r.rovo:1bor 1 
, o..nd evor tho Cha.11..~ol to Lo H3.vre , Fra."1co , t11e tJIUlo d'1.y en tho small ot~amor 
Vipor, a.rrivinr; I·1ovenbor 2. Arter . a ~isorc.ble ti:io in. one of · tho so 01.lled 
"R<'~t C:t=ips" c..t Lo lfa."'{re1 tho 1.1..'lit entrained o..eain 0-nd ·\ ~rrivod A.t Is~ott~ 
dun,· '\Torn out by t11e uri~or.tf'orto.ble . rido .in b()X co.rs. Tlirou&h l'n orror or · 
tho Cor.u.'1B.nding Officer , ; the squadron:s '\'rdro forced to ?:'.arch n. distance of 

·14 l:ilor.1etees · ~o .. the ~ite of the now ca.mp~ whiol1 Tra3 later .to becoc.e tho 
' ; 
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largest aviation center in the world. ~any. men droffed out on tho uay 
from fatigue. · . ,: . : . 

' . . ' 

. ~ 

Upon the nrriva.l · of tho 54th o.nd other con~trl1ction squadrons, 
tho co...."T.p -;;as ·jttst l)cginning ~o shorr signs of dcvalopmont. .A.11 tho 
construction at tho:~ time consisted of 15 or . 20 larGo canvae hon.gars 
and three or four barracks quartcrlng the 29th Aero Squadron, t'\fo soo.11 ' 
barrncks nnd tho nodest boginninc of tho later hugo Rod Cross Cafeteria • 

. 1-. rai.lroo.d lino connect inc; the ca.mp Tri tl1 t11c toun or Is oo udun had been 
built previously by o. detaclment of engineers' · e.nd Gor1~1ar1 prisoners and « '· " 
ca.dots. no.in and Inud, \Tith tho ground in tl1e ha.nga.rs as ·sleepinG accoD-

. I 

rn.odatio11s o.nd the chill Trind vrhistling througl1 the canvo.s ualls--- this 
wa~ the environment of tho Third Aviation Instruction Center at · this 

· tL'tilo. .. 

' - . 
Uorking under tho·direction of 'the const1~tction officor~, Capts . 

Frc.Itl{, Lerner and Sch.ill inc:;· and Lieuts. Cobb, Grevemburg., Shea., IIirunan 
, a.n~ Bo-_mc, tho 54th t<?ol: 0..!1. active p~rt in tho constrt1ct~on of tl10 field , 

. and tho erection of. qnrracl~s .,_ 1IJre houses 1 rr.nchine shops 1 train shed · 
nnu-nUI:lcrotf~ ot-ht)r'""". tasl:s . of general con~tructio11 . The 54th o.lso did _ 
a r;reat , of uork in connectio11 1'tl t11. tho installation of electr~c lic.;l}ts, 
telephones, sewers, plumbing~ and drainage systems. By April . l, 1918, .. 
a..~ · nctive Air Service Training· Canp had como into being where eiGht 
months before n largo .patch or French rural sconory existed. 

·About January 20, 1918, a detnchl.~ent of 50 no~ fro~ tho squadron 
'\'tore sent to Valentine Field,, cor:lr.'lo..l'ldcd by Lieut. Bormc, 1·;ho 1·tas also 
in cl1arGo of o.11 construction ,.fork at the field. Under very difficult .' 

... "°"conditions the vrork 1·.ras comp).etod in about 45 days including tlte ereq- . 
tio~ of a Y.lI.C.A. 11ut~ In spite of the most ·unfavorable conditions·; 

. . .. 

I I 

a football toam rras organized .by the squadron and was unbeaten during 
the uoason. : 

. 
l'he first ·death in the tID:i t i:ro.s tl1a.t of Corporal Frank ?.1. · !.~ 

i;rl10 died on pnou."':lonia January 3 and 1ras buried ":Ti tl1 nili tary honors in 
the can'~ ccmotory ut tho Third Aviation Center. 

t 

0!1 Februa.ry 1 the Squadron nnmber was changed and tl1e not; dosi- . ' 
r;nation, · 1166t11 J..cro Squadron, .. took .. effect. ·Tl1c pcrsonnol du.ting the 
11intcr reinainod almost intact ·w·ith t11e oxeption of t110 assigru.i.ent · of 
a.ddi t ional of'f'icors to the unit. Capt. · 1·Jathaniel l.l . Lernor uas as sir;nod 
to tho zqttadron I!ovcmbor 18, 1917, .Capt. Rusee.11 · E. I-Iinman ·and Lieuts • . 
Charles S.· Pillsbuty.o.nd Loui! F • . Schultz 1-rere a.ssic;ned on .1'J'ove!!11Jer -
22 , · 1917, and Ist Lieuts. Frederic Bo'fme o.nd . EdYrar~ II. Shae on Decenber 
25. Af'tor living for a mo11th in .tho hangar3 t11e squadron noved into 
lnoro com..f'ortablo quarters December 8 upon · co~plotion of tho •rood.en ba.r-
racl:s. C3 

. . 
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. Durin~ this tir.le · c.:apt~. Eustis -rras transferred., vi th five n1cn; to 
tako co~.and . of . tho I-Iea·dquarters · Dotacr.r:ient ·and Ist Lieut . .. lrndcrson 
took ·comnand of tho squadron. J~aili~g thowsolvcs of the opportunity to 
join scrTice squndrons, 36 nochanic~ were ·transforred into tho 3oth and 
33rd J .. cro Squadrons. Thoi1~ places in 'tho 466th ·rrero taken by :r.icn f1"oni 

tl10 400t11 Squadron, fern.orly tl10 29th, brinr;ing tho 466th up to full 
strcnsth aeain. -

\ . . 

: On tho r.iorning of l:qrch· 19, 1918 ~ the squadron 'mol!od to P.ir Sor
vico Production Center llq .2, . neo.r Romorantin, Loiro· et· Chor; o.bout 40 
kilometers frorn. Iss oudun, undor comne.nd of uapt. Eustis 11ho had been 
relieved fro::1 dut:l vritl1 I:oadquartors Dota.clu:iont~ l!ore , · with the othor 
construction sqttadrons' a Great . doal of Yrork Tras . dono iI?- constructing ~ 
barrack~ , nu.~erous airplo.no assembly and salv~go plants , spuro ·parts 
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41vl1lon1, gun rans••· hangar•, a large fl71ng 'tleld ama. teat~ t1•14. 
\forking 4lreotl7 undor oft'lOer• tram the onglneer1ng 1~t. the 468 
DDDiii!0011mLi•a1oned ottloer1 were pl.Ued in ooarplete oharrne ot aeveftll 
~ jOb8 WOJl IUI bombing plantaa poet ·power hoUG. l&W ml11.· water 
tonra, et.o. ot.her men ot the squadron he14 ~rtant ~·t• 1n the radio 
department at the P ~ JI Mden. quattenna1ier • ottioe, poet, hoa4quer-

. tora1 railroad and tranaportation ott1o 1, etc • 
. 

'l'hl~y men :tram the 90th Diviaion~ reoent\y landed 1n Franae. were 
tranai'erred into tho squadron on A~t 121 1918W to replace men~"' l?Acl 
been t.ken QU\ or work with 1quadrows at thO trOnt. In the ·meant1me1 
on Auguat 5• Oapt, Euets.1 had a.gain reluiqui•hod commaridwhon be wae 
tranaferre4.to other work·~ Oolomb~le••Bellea. Capt.w.A.Oampbull• 
ocmmen41ng offtoer ot .. the 48fth Aero scnadro11, .... att&chod tor command 
taking up b11 n8lr dut1e1 tmmedlat iu. .s.E.'s t"'8wl and Irrrln appl1e4 

. tor non•tlying oomt?tl1etona. the former mcooa1Mly pas•bf; tJle· Air ser
Vloe em1nat1on !'or non•tlY,lng offloere at Toun end .tba latter being 
•ent to Eng1neera AFttJy ohool at Iangree tor tra1nlng. 

• I 

The equadron was lni&llly engagod on 1t• work Wh9lt the antdatico 
was elgned Ncnoxnber 11 1918T 

• 

(Propat(td b$' Lieut. George w.sutton; Jr.• 'l:ank corpa1tUSA~ from · 
1qu&dron h11tory funliehed ~ Capt. f .A. Oampbell,A.s •• ~ominand1ng) 
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. Roetar ot ot:icera of t1'.s 4GGth Aero Squa4ron 

aL"'1C 1ta organizo.tlon. 

Patrick Pr1aooll 
Nathani 1 • Lerner 
t· rold c. ·ru 1 
RWln 11 Ee. H1nu1t\n 

• A. Campbell 
eretto A. Loe 

c.o.An.c!sracn 
Carlo• E. · Grevomberg 
Charle• s. Pilla~ 
Pfeder1o Bcmlo 
George Do L1el 
Loui• r. · sohult~ 
FAmard r1. s1 • 
Prank s. Wolah 
illlam L. ~. 
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ADDITION TO ~ISTORICL\ Sl~CH OF THE 466t'.q e\EElO S®li· · · 
FORMERLY mE 54th AERO SQUADRON 
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For the four or five weeks · foll~ving the signing of the armistice 
the Squadron continu.ed its construction duties on the field, · consisting or · '·' 
the .completion or building projects ca:mnenced prior to Nov. 11/18 •. Regular 

. details were sent out until Dec .16/18 \Vhen orders were reoai ved to prepare 
· tl1e organization for its return to the United States. 

I • • • I • ' 

. . On Dec. 16/18 Captain \lilliam A. Csm:pball vras relieved ~·of comnand· 
of .. the Squadron and 1st Lieut. Geor&~ \l. De Lisle assigned to oomnand. · All 

· post duties (
3
wera imnediately suspended and infantry drill and inspections . 

became the oruer of' . the day, and squadron equ.ipnent vras reduced to "Equ.ip
ment A." Drills and ins1l9ctio11s v1ere held daily in the spacious airplane 
assembly plant 1-A by Captain :r.~oNa.bb, oormnander or the Post G~'lrd. . .. 

' .. ~ 

On Deo.22/1e Lieut. De Lisle .\vas r .elieved of command am Captain 
lTathaniel 11.r.,erner, A.s·.; formerly ~Ti th the organization as First Lieuten
ant, was assigned to conmand. At 10:00 p.m•, Thursday; Dec.26/18, orders . f3 

. . 

· Yrora received to proceed to Brest fran where· the organization v1ould embark 
for the U11i tad States. ·· Final pi•eparatio11s vrare qaickly made , netv men trai1s
ferred into the squadro11 to bring it up to its ·reqi..1ired strength, and a · 
medical corps consistine of Captain Clinton c. c~idy and four enlisted men 
'\7ere attacl1ed • . The 4o6t.h, together \111ith t11e 480th, 4Slst and 493rU. Aero .f3 

·· Squadrons left Romorantin . station at noon, Deo.27/18, and arrived at ·Brest · · 
at 11:00 p.::i., Dec. 28/13. After .a. ma.rcl1 . of about five kiloceters they 
e.rri vad· at CDI:lp Pontanezen v1l1ere . they Y.tere quar~erad in tents. 
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