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. Acta martirum et sanctorum syriace.

. Ecclesiastical History 11.9-14.

. Devos, 1966a, pp. 449-50 and 454.

. Hippolyte Delehaye, (1907, pp. 401-560).

. la, pp. 453-73, Pherbutha, on the framework of the Syriac passion of Tarbo, pp. 439-44.

. Theodoret of Cyrrhus.

. Ecclesiastical History V.

. B.L., Add. 12150.

. Eusebius.

10. Nau, 1912, p.9.

11. Devos 1966b, pp. 240-42; van Esbroeck 1977, pp. 169-79.

12. Bardiso', BHO 136.

13. Sims-Williams, 1985, pp. 31-50 and 185; Pethion, pp. 139-47: martyrs under Sapur II;
Schwartz, 1970, pp. 391-94.

14. Labourt, 1904, pp. 53-54; Tisserant, 1928, pp. 142-47; van Esbroeck, 1977, p. 179; Ter-
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1. Gismondi, 1897, p. 26.
2.11,14,5.
3. Dehandschutter, 1995, pp. 296-98; van Henten, 1995, pp. 303-22; Baumeister, 1995, pp. 223-
32.
4. Saxer 1990, pp. 1575-80.
5. Delehaye, 1927, pp. 106-109.
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(1946), 112-131
7. Devos, 1966, pp. 221-23.
8. AMS I, pp. 123-207; Kmosko, 1907, Cols. 715-960; Arm., BHO 1118.
9. AMS I, pp. 208-32.
10. AMS 11, pp. 233-41.
11. AMS II, pp. 281-84.
12. AMS I, pp. 583-603.
13. AMS I, pp. 559-63, 604-31; Corluy, 1888, pp. 5-44.
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3. A. Shahbazi, 'Ardax3lr IIT', in Encyclopaedia Iranica 2 (1987), pp. 381-2, puts this event as

falling in April 629. R. N. Frye, in The Seleucid, Parthian and Sasanian Periods , Cambridge
History of Iran 3(1) (Cambridge, 1983), pp. 170-1 refers to Sahrbaraz seizing power in June
629 after having marched on Ctesiphon, presumably with the consent of Heraclius.

4. The Chronicle ofTheophanes Confessor , ed. C. Mango and R. Scott (Oxford, 1997), p. 459.
5 .A. Christensen, L'lran sous les Sassanides (2nd edn, 1944), p. 498.
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1 .Th. Noldeke, Tabart : Geschichte Der Perser Und Araber Zur Zeit Der Sasaniden (1879), p.

433, puts her reign as starting in summer 630 and ending in autumn 631.

2. Firdowsi, Shahnameht completed at the beginning of the 11th century AD, describes the
reign of Boran, whom he names as Ptirandukht, in 23 double verses: vol. 7, pp. 2232.

3 .Al-Thaalabi, Td'rikh-i Thaalabi , trans. M. Faza'ili (Tehran, SH 1368), p. 469, devotes only

one page to her reign, and names her Paran.
4 .Muhammad b. Khavand Shah Balkhi, Ruzat al-Safa , ed. A. Zaryab (Tehran, SH 1373).

5 .Al-Tabarl, Td'rtkh al-rusul wd'l-mulik , ed. M. J. de Groeje (Leiden, 1879-1901) 1, p. 1064.
6 .A similar account is given by Mirkhund, who does not name the vizier.
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1 .Seb&os, Sebéosi episkoposi i H er akin, ed. K. Patkanian (St Petersburg, 1879), p. 28: an

Armenian source not particularly reliable for this period - he even asserts somewhat improbably
that Boran had been the wife of Sahrbaraz.
2 .M. Chaumont, 'Bdréan', in Encyclopaedia Iranica 2 (1987), p. 366, referring to the Anonymous

Syriac Chronicle and the Chronicle of Seert. Theophanes, the Byzantine historian, quite
correctly places the return of the True Cross prior to Boran's accession, see The Chronicle of
Theophanes Confessor , ed. Mango and Scott, p. 459.

3 .Al-TabarT, 1, p. 2119. Al-Tabari, 1, p. 2163 in describing the events of AH 13 (ad 634)

incorrectly refers to Boran succeeding her sister Azarmidukht as queen. His chronology is out
of place at that point. Boran's reign had ended well before ad 632.
4 .Firdowsi - 6 months; Theophanes - 7 months; al-Thaalabi - 8 months; al-Tabari, Bal'ami and

Mirkhund - 1 year 4 months; Seb&os - 2 years.
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1. Anonymous Syriac Chronicle and Chronicle of Seert. The latter names the murderer as Pérdz,
general of the army. Al-Tabari, 1, p. 2119, simply states that she was deposed.

2. Drachms of this beardless type are known for AYLAN, KL, ST and WYHC for year 2. Year
3 is only known for WYHC: Malek (1993a).

3 .Gobi (1971), the standard textbook on Sasanian coinage, is now very much dated. It provides

no breakdown of the individual mints found for each ruler. As regards Boran's coinage it only
lists the silver drachm, without reference to gold and bronze issues.
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1 .This coin is considered in Gobi (1983a ), Kuntz and Warden (1983) and Mochiri (1985).
2 .There is an example of this coin of regnal year 34 in the Hermitage and this is of the same

style as the Boran gold dinar. Since 1993, there have been large numbers on the market of gold
issues purportedly of Husrav II's regnal year 36 in perfect condition (apart from two worn
examples which appeared on the market in 1995 from the same purported hoard). These weigh
between 3-9 g and 4-3 g, which is an improbably wide weight range given their condition. They
are of doubtful authenticity.

3 .These symbols represent the moon and sun respectively. According to Ammianus
Marcellinus, xxiii, 6-5, the Sasanian king considered himself ‘brother of the sun and moon'.
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1 .Kuntz and Warden (1983).
2. Mochiri (1985).
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1. For example, Steve Album list 68 (August 1990), no. 136 refers to a drachm of mint signature
AYL, year 3. In fact that signature is SK.

2. The lists of mints of BGran in previous works are very incomplete. Valentine (1921) listed
only two signatures (SK and WHYC). Both Paruck (1944) and the more recent Sellwood,
Whitting and Williams (1985) listed eight signatures.

3. The present article being a review of Boran's coinage as a whole is not the place for a detailed
discussion of the attribution of mint signatures. Each signature is only very briefly discussed
below and it should be recognised that the attribution of a significant number of signatures
remains both uncertain and controversial. The attribution of individual mint signatures is
considered in more detail elsewhere: see Gyselen and Kalus (1983); Malek (1993b), pp. 240-2
and the references cited therein; Malek (1993); Mochiri (1977).
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1 .Gurnet (1988), p. 82 refers to both years 1 and 2 for AW, but without illustrations.

2. Gyselen (1983). But see Mochiri (1996), pp. 71-3 which rejects Gyselen's reading and
maintains that Gurgan is probably represented by GW.
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1 .For a useful discussion of this signature see Gurnet (1992).

2. Mordtmann (1880) did not note any coins of B&ran with the mint signature SK, but only with
KL and WYHC. Since the 1980s, drachms coming to light with SK have been predominant in
relation to those with other mint signatures.

3. It is conceivable that some drachms may have been referred to in more than one entry where
drachms have not been illustrated. It is not believed that the extent (if any) of any double
counting is material.
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2. Elsen (1993), Gyselen & Kalus (1983) and Malek (1993), including the articles referred to
therein.
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Fra. 1. Hstogram of weights of Borin™s drachms
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(American Numismatic Society, New York; Ashmolean Museum, Oxford; Staatliche
Museen zu Berlin ; Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris ; British Museum, London;
Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge; Hermitage, St Petersburg; State Historical

Museum, Moscow; Muzeh Melli, Tehran; and Tamashagah-i Pul (Money Museum),
Tehran ).
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Silver drachms

Mint AM, year 1

1.  American Numismatic Society 1940
209.1152 (Houston (1979), fig. G:
Gobl (1983a), fig. 5). 410 g (P1. 33,
1.

2. Bibliotheque Nationale,
(Y1977.8). 419 g.

3. Mochiri. Four holes. 3-59 g (PI. 33,
3).

4. Private, Luxembourg (Sotheby,
3.5.1984, lot 309). 4-13 g.

5. Surena, London (Sellwood, Whit-
ting and Williams (1985), fig. 71;
Spink, 12.10.1993, lot 459 ; Sotheby,
12.11.1980, lot 235). 3-85 g.

6.  Susaexcavations (Fuje and Unvala
(1934), p. 85; not illustrated).

Paris

Mint AMWY, year 1
7.  Susaexcavations (Fuye and Unvala
(1934), p. 85; not illustrated).

Mint APL, year 1

8. Mochiri (Mochiri (1977), fig. 74;
broken and piece missing). 2-75 g.
(P 33, 8).

Mint ART, year 2

9. Private, London (Spink’s NCirc
(December 1997), no. 5491) 321 g.
(Pl 33,9).
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Mint AW, year 2

10. Bibliotheque Nationale,
(Y1977.7). 421 g,

11. Mochiri (Mochiri (1977), fig.
1268a). 3-28 g.

12. Private, London. 3-10 g (PL 33, 12).

13. Private, Luxembourg (Sotheby,
22.7.1982, lot 52; Spink's NCirc
(December 1982), no. 8616). 301 g
(clipped).

14. Susa excavations (Fuye and Unvala
(1934), p. 85; not illustrated).

Paris

Mint GW, year 1

15. Muzeh Melli (Iran Bastan), Tehran
(missing; Mochiri (1977), fig. 1466).
41 g (photo enlarged). (PL 33, 15).

16. Private, Ticino (Sotheby, 3.5.1984,
lot 310). 417 g.

Mint HL, year 1

17. Private, London (Spink’s NCirc
(March 1988), no. 1014). 4-14 g (PL
M, 17).

18. Private, Luxembourg (Mochiri
(1977), figs. 121 and 438). 4-25 g.

Mint KL, year 1

19. Berlin 378/1889 (Niitzel (1892),
p. 199; De Morgan (1933), pl. 76,
fig. 7).

20. Subhi Pascha (Mordtmann (1880),
p. 144; not illustrated).
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Mint KL, year 2

21

State Historical Museum, Mosoow
(91546,/477428 V.41535; De Mor-
gan (1933, pl. 7a, Gg 10 ex
Zubov). 412 g

Mint LD, year 1

I,
23

Die Morgan (1933, pl. 77, fig. 1.
Stare Historical Museum, Moscow
(91546,/47T430 V.41536). 407 g,

Mint MY, year 1

24,
25,
6.
m.

5,

Bibliotheque Mationale, Paris
(Y 197760, 426 g

De Morgan (1933), pl. 76, fg. &
('SP

Hermitage, St Petersburg (12414),
Private, London. 418 g. (P1. 34,
7).

Susa excavations (Fufe and Unvala
(1934}, p. 85; not illustrated).

Mlint SK, year 2

19,

0.

il

32,

EES

s

Adbum list 46 (June 1986), no. 127
{only obwverse illustrated).

Album st 48 (Decermber 1984), no.
158 {nost illustratec),

Album list 57 (March [98%), no.
171.

Album list 73 (March 1991}, no.
115 {not illustrated).

Album list 126 (Tune 1998), no. 66,
410 g,

Adbum list 136 {June [195%7), no. 84
400 g

Astana, China (1964); tomb find
(Xim (1974}, p. 110). 39 g

Berlin  379/188% (Mitzel (1391),
p. 198 Paruck (1924), no. 477; De
Morgan (1933), pl. 77, fig. 3). 303 g.
Berlin 941995, 412 g

Braoks, Queensland  (Colonial
Coins  and  Medals, sale 217,
19.2.1997, lot 289 not illustrated).
Classical Mumismatic Group, auc-
ton 37, M3 1996, lot 790, 404 g

0.
41.

42,

43,
44,
45,

46,
47,

48,
49,

0.
5l.
52,
53,
54,
55,
36,
7.
58,
a2,
i,
6l.
62

63

Classical Mumismatic Group, asc-
tion 41, 193,197, Jot 917, 410 g
De Morgan (1933), pl. 77, fig. 4
'SP

Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge
(CM. T9-1994); Aorual Repor:
1994, p. 21, 412 g,

Gorny, awction 28, 211984, 1ot
3373 (chipped and corroded).
Hamidi (Persic Gallery, Torramce),
liat 2%, ma. 362,

Hamadi (Persic Gallery, Torrance),
list 34, o, 154, 39 g

Hermitage, 5t Petersburg (124146).
Hirayama, Japan (Tanabe (1993),
fig. B4). Clipped.

Jamovski (Maochin (1977), fig. 385).
Malter, anction 55, 7111993, Lot
550, 4402 g.

Malter, auction 55, 7111993, ot
Sel. 379 g.

Malter, auction 55, 7111903, o
5631 3400 g

Malter, awction 66, 1481995, lot
604, 372 g

Mirchiner {1978), fg. 1241,
Mochiri, 408 g.

Muller, auction 62, 1951989, ot
1890, 2:57 g (elipped).

Pews, auction 328, 2,5.1990, lot 251,
208 g

Peus, auction 33, 2441991, 1ot
212, 408 g.

Peuos, auction 333, May 1992, lot
S17. 400 g,

Peus, auction 348, 2.5.1996, lot 362,
auction 349, 2.11.96, lot 262 4-09 g.
Private, London. 412g (P 34,
&)

Private, London, 413 g (Pl M,
6l

Private, London. 3-68 ¢ (repaired)
(PL 34, 62).

Private, London. 360 g (encrusta-
tion) (P1, M, 63).
Private, London. 149 g (chpped
and holed). Countermark of -



63,
6.
67,

68,
9.
0.
Tl

T
Ti.

muergh at 2 h (Gabl 11,/H) (PL 35,
&)

Private, Luxembourg. 4-06 g.
Private, Tecine, 403 g

Private, Ticino, 402 g countermark
of simurgh at 2 h.

Sotheby, 20.7. 1983, bot, 99,
Sotheby, 26,3, 1987, ot 468,
Spink's NCire (December 1983),
no, 9180,

Spink’s NCirc (December 1997),
mo. 5402 400 g

Tehran hoard (15996), no, 1, 4405 g
‘Warden, Mew Hope. 4404 g. (Pl 35,
T3).

Mint SK, year 3

T4,
T3
T,
7.
Ta.
™.
&0,
&l
BZ.
B3,
B,
BS.
He.

B7.

BE,

Album list 45 (March 1988), no.
1.

Album Est 46 (June 1986), no. 128
(ot llustrated).

Albuaen list 46 (June 19886), no. 128
(ot illuscrated ).

Album list 46 (June 1986), no. 128
(ot illustrated).

Album list 48 ([ecember 1956), no.
199 (not illustrated).

Album list 48 (December 198E), na.
199 (ot illustraved).

Aldbum list 48 (December 1986), no.
199 (mon illestraved).
Album list 64 (March
49,

Album list 68 (Aungust 1990), nao.
137, Par of margin cul away.
Adbum list %8 (June 1933), no. 69
(et illastrated). 4-1 g

Ashmolean Museam,  Oxford
(30.6.1983). 367 2.

Axizheglou.

Bibliothéque  Mationale, Paris
(196756, hobled and damaged).
EEN

British Museum (1964-7-25%, ex A,
Stein collection; Gobl (1983a), fig.
). 391 g. (PL 35, 87).

Classical NMumismatic Groug, ausc-

1530), no.

103,

10,

105,

105,

7.

10,

109,

11

)%Lﬁéélé o > | ay

tiom 32, 7.12.1994, lot 224. Privale,
Kirksville. 12 g.

Classical Mumismatic Group, awc-
tiom 33, 1531995, lot 450, 4-05 g,
Classical Numismatic Growp, ass-
tion 33, 15,3, 1995, lot 451 (Classical
Mumismatic Beview 19:4 (1994),
mo. 135), 421 g

Giabl (Gabl (1971), fig. 2290
Gomy, awction, Janoary
409 g

Gorny, awction 24, 1431983, lot
118.

Goroy, aucton 25, 14,6, 1983, lat
132,

Gomy, awction 44, 341989, lot
496. 412 g.

Giorny, auction 56, 7.10.1991, lot
346, 406 g.

Gorny, awction S8, 94,1992, o
5H. 381 g (chipped at 12-2 h).
Gorny, auction 71, 351993, lot
452 38l g.

Gorny, auction 76, 2241996, lot
277, auction T9, 14, 10.19%46, lot 323,
61 g

1981,

. Hamidi (Persic Gallery, Torrance),

list 24, mo. 260,

. Janowskl (Mochini (1977), fig. 386}

Malter, suction 53, 7.11.1993, lot
561, 401 g

Malter, avction 55, 7.11.1993, lot
562, 410 g.

Mochiri (Mochiri (1977), fg. 38T
412 g

Mumismatic Fine Ars, awction,
14.12.1989, Tot 741, 404 g,

Peus, auction 326, 1.11.1989, lot

459 (clipped).
Peus, auction 351, 23.4.1997, lot
44z, 406 g

Private, London, 407 g (PL 35
108).

Private, Loandon. Countermark of
simurgh at 2 h (Gabl 11/G7). 314 g
(P1. 35, 109}

Private, Luxembourg (Sotheby,
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1871985, lot 390, Gorny, awction
22, 25 51982, lot 270), 300 g

111. Private, Luxembourg (Album list
68 (August 1990), no. 136, erron-
ecusly listed as AYL; clipped).
258 g

112. Sotheby, 16.4.1980, lot 45.

113. Sotheby, 18. 71985, lot 350,

114. Sotheby, 2051986, lJot 156
(clipped). 17 rk of s gk
at 2 h.

115, Spink's NCire (July 1982), no. 5634,

116, Spink's NCiec (May 1985), no.
1933,

117. Spink's NCirc (Movember [985),
no, 7774,

115 Spink's NCire (May 19900, no.
22

119, Spink auction. 12101993 log 4600
6l g

120. Spink's MCirc (October 1995), no.
5495, 404 g,

121, State Historical Museum, Moscow
(F1546,/4774301 V. 41517; D Mor-
gan (1933), pl. 77, fig. 5;ex Fubov).
4407 g

122 Tehran hoard (1996), no. 2. 321 g

123. Tehran hoard (1996), no. 3. 371 g,

124, Tehran hoard (1996), no. 4. 384 2.

125, Tehran hoard (1996), no. 5. 3498 g,

126. Tehran hoard (1996), no. 6. 401 g.

127, Tehran hoard (1996), no. 7. 4-01 g.

128, Tehran hoard (1996), no. 8. 402 g,

129, Tehran hoard {1996}, no. 9. 402 g,

130, Tehran hoard (1996}, no. 10. 4-04 g.

131, Tehran hoard {1996}, no. 11, 406 g,

132, Tehran hoard {1996}, no. 12, 408 g.

133, Tien Tzu Yw hoard, China
{Houston (1975), fig 5. 41 g

Mint 5T, year 1
134 Susa excavations (Fuje and Unvala
(15345, p. 85; not illusteaned).

Mint 5T, year 2
135 Album hist 56 {October 198%), no,

Z21; list 62 (January 19900, no. 98,
Slightly clipped.

136, Classical Mumismatic Group, auc-
tiom 45, 1831998, lot 720, 392 g,

137, Private, London, 402 g (PL 35,
1370,

138, Private, Luxembourg (Ex Azizbe-
glou: Gabl (1971), fig. 228: Gobl,
(1983a), fig. 4 410 g

139, Spink's NCire (September 1987),
mo. 4977, 403 g

Bimt WLC, vear |

140. British Museum (C. Davies Sher-
born, 1938-2-16-1). 310 g, (PL 36,
140},

141. Mochiri. 3-78 g. (PL 36, 141).

142, Private, London 383 g, (PL 34,

142},

Private, Luxembourg ({Mochiri

(1977}, fig. 439). 330 g

Mint WYHC, year 1

144, American Numismatic Socsety
1520999254 (Alram (1986), fig.
926). W 416 g (P 36, 144).

145 Bibliothéque  Mationale, Paris

(1965, 367). 419 g.
. Bibliothéque  Mationale,
(Y 1975.5). 426 g,

147, Damascus hoard {al'Ush [1972),
no. 1167) 330 5.

148, De Morgan (1933), pl. 77, fig. 2
['S.P.").

149, Foroughi (Mochiri (1977), fig. 440).

150, Foreughi (Mochiri (1977), fig. 441}

151. Hermitage, St. Petersburg.

152, Muzeh Belli, Tehran (no. 272; area
missing at 1-3h obverse rim).
369 g (PL 36, 152).

153, Muzeh Melli, Tehran (mo. 284;
broken and repaired). 41 g (PL 38,

143.

Paris

153).

154, Paruck (Parock (1924), no. 475).
308 g

155, Private, London. 4-00g (PL 37,
155),
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156. Spink™s NCirc 104:8
1596), no. 4541, 336 g.

157. Stare Historical Museum, Moscow
(1 546,/477429 V. 41534; De Mor-
gan {1933), PL. 76, fig. 9; ex Zubow).
354 g

158, Susa excavations (Fufc and Unvala
(1934), p. 85; pl. 3, fig. 10).

159, Susa excavations (Fufe and Unvala
(1934), p. 85; not ilhestrated),

160, Susa excavations (Fufe and Unvala
(1934), p. B5; pot illustrated).

161. Tamashagah-i Pul, Tehran. 3-99 g

(Dctober

Mint WYHC, Year 2

162, Private, London (looped). 372 g
(PL 37, 162).

163, Private, Ticino. 4-13 g.

Bronee Chalkei

Mint WYHC, year 1

164, Berlin (Guthrie 1576). 221 g.

163, Private, Londen. 2272 g (PL 37,
16S5).

166. Foroughi (Mochin (1977), fig. T04).

Gaold dinar

Mint umpu:-ﬁad,_ year 2

167, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston
(Gobl (1983a), g 21; Kunte and
Warden (1983); Mochin (1985);
Aldram (1986}, fig. 927). 439 g. (PL
7, 167).
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