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NOTE OF THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT TO THR Us S. GOVERNNENT
DATED DECEMBER 14, 19387,

The Spokesman of the Foreign Office made public today' the
contents of the O0fficial Noie which the Foreign Minister, Mr.

Koki Hircta, sent cn 14th Decmber te My, Jeseph C. Grew, the Ameri-

. can Ambagsador at Tokyo, with respect te the incident of the sinking

of the Lmerican gunboat fan2y end three vessels of the Standard 011
Company, in which he requesced fLmbassador Grew to convey the sincere

. apclegies of the Jepaneso Govsesraaer: to the Ame rican Government.

TEXT OF TPE NOTE
Do cember 14, 1987,
Monsieur 1'Ambassadeur:

Regarding the incident ~° the 12th December in which the United
States gunboat Panay and threo steamers belonging to tho Standard 0il
Company were sunk by the bombing of tho Japanese naval aircraft on the
Yangtze River at a peint about twonty-six miles above Nanking, I had
the hencur, as soon as unofficial information of the incident was
brought to my knowledge, to roquest Your Sxcellency to transmit tao
the Government of the United States the @pnlogies eof the Japanese
Goverument, From the reports ssubsequently- received from our ree-
presentatives in China, it has been 2stablished that the Japanese
naval air force, acting upen informaticn that the Chinese trocps
fleeing from Nanking were 5eing up the river in stoamers, tock off -
to. pursue them, and discovorcd such vecsels at +the ab 3ve menticned
peint. Owing to peer visibility, howover, the aircraft, althcugh
they dcscended to fairly 1low altitudes, were unable te discern any

mark te show that any one cf them was an Amoriecan ship or mane-nf-war,
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Consequently the United States gunteat Panay and the vessels cof tho
Standard 0il Ccmpanry, being tnken frr Chinese vesscls carrving
fleeing Chincse trocps, wero tomhed and sunke

While it 1s clear, in the light of tho abeve circumstances, that
the present incident was entirely due tr a mistake, theo Japanoss Gow
vernment ra2gret mest prefeoundly that it has causad damages to tho
Unitod States man-cf-war and ships and casuniiids ameng those en
beoard, and desire te prosent heroby sincere apeclogios. The Janancse
Govermmont will mako indemnificatirn for all the lessos and deal npp~
repriately with these resnenslble feor tho incident. Furthermero,
they have already issucd strict rrders teo the authoritics en the spct
with a view te prevonting the recurronco of a similar incident.

The Japanosc Govornmecnt in the fervent hcpe that the fricndly
relaticrns botwecn Japan and the United States will n~t beo affoctod
by this unfertunate affair, have frankly stated as abeve their sincer:
attitude, which teg Yocur Excelloney te make kncwn to your G-vernment

I avail myseclf of this cppertunity to renew te Your Bxcellency
the expressirn rof my highest crnsideraticn,.

signods ¥YOXKI HIROT!

iis Excelloncy

Mre. Jcseph Ce Grow,

imbassador of the United Statc® to Japan.
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