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ST4TE.ENT .I[.DE IN TOKYO 7 J.NU.RY 1947
BEFORE MR. ROBERT ONETO, «>300LaTh-
PROSECUTOR FOR FR.NCE

e ¢ ¢ a0 b e s e

L iy nane is Fernand G.BRILL..GULS, bora 1 January 1918

| at Puris, Bachelor of Letters, slaster of Laws. I 4. cd officex
T of the French ..ray and a representative of the War Criues

X Servicec of Indo-Ciaine. I live ot Saigon, 181 Rue Mayer.,

eriainsl susr~ects L have been led in the perforience of ay
| func tions %o study a couprehcnsive body of docuaments and

/tnis fact/ ascs permitted me to have cognizance of the war

crines conmittsd in Indo-China by the Japancse forcce.,

The nuwiber of thece crines is considerable, the
docuientation conceraing theam is voluainous, snd there could
bs no question of muking o coiplste expose or theu. Certain
of then are -nd will remsin unknown becguse of the abs30C6
of witncetses and the systematic dcstruction of thelr 12les
c+rricd out by the Japanese in unticipation of the ..llicd

r landinzs,

t Being in cnarge of the investigation burcau ror war
{

T will leavs aside tn. blows at the liberty and digaity
of individuals, the pillege, theft, verious crusltlcs and
sven aurders, .asntioning only certain salicat Tacls.

l I propose to call attention purticularlys

LJ i
E To the atrocitics committsd on the preaisc:

: : ey % k: A
1 of the KLe.ipcitai and in the Prisoner ol war caips.
& 26 To theé massacrcs of rrisoners of hwar and
A civillans.
F
~ -, ™ . ' 2 &
‘milst the Janenese Cowaand in Indo-Uialna was con-
s contretinz all the Freneh population 1n tneg citics witrin
saclosurce Jhcre tacy were often the aost exposea to Allicd
. boaberdncnts, the T PRIT.I was signclizing itself Dby its
: atrocitics., LHundreds of Frenchacn were iaprisoned «nd
: subjeccted to « state of &ffuirs ~orsc than tiat of com.on
o
g
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criminals: ponned up in craiped QUArtors «.ld under Gistres-—
sing czpitary conditions, without clothes, without medical
carc, without watcr, someti.es deprived of food for whole
weeks, .o0st often recciving all 1n all notalng but a single
ball of rice, excessively filthy and presentcd under

losthsonely dirty conditions.

On the pretext of interrogation a great varicty of
torturss were systematically inflicted: clubbings that leftw
lzsicns and fracturcs, lizhted matches slipncd under tac
nuils, burns by cigurcties and by liznted tapers, torture
by eherp-edged blocks, torture by watsr, torture Dy
cslcetricity, hanging by the thumbs, <nd OtNErSesavsscnnes

Theess conaitions of 1ifc <nd these ToXtures causcd thne
death of 2aly prisoners, S0de having besn torturcd to deatn,
others hevins Gicd in the course of tasir =tay in prison,
—whasuctad by obuse «nd sickness. =t Hanol, =% adipinons,
4t Vinh, at fTue, «t Saigen, aT Pnon~rPenh and inall tiae
pluces wiaerc the Kempoital razsd, lunareds ol Frenchfen of
411 conditione ug 7Ell «8 a csricin nuaber ol nationals
of .1licd WNutvioanz ers subjscted to dsgrading treatacnit frod
whnich & grzut many had no deliverancas save by dcath., ToLose
wno by re.son of Jupan's defeat were 2ble to escape cerualn

Jcuth lePt the scmpcitel prisons mers sxilan 4nd bones, Tucll
Hoedlta Gefinitely brokon.

™ oyoeaination of tac files makcs cleur the jdentity
o tac aethods zaployed ia fndo-Chine 1n tae adifferent local

-l
-

scectionas o the runduimcrle.

n ths crisoncsr of dar éaaps the otrocitics couwiitted
id not luz behind those hubitual TO thie Lewpeitoi. Tonucc
Pfirare and men were Torced to work like convicts at
defense works. DBven che sick, wno wero S00n a conside*-plc
nuaber, verc clso rorccd To WOrK .nd were clubucd and boeuten
witn iron cars ot the slightest faltering. Scarcely lcd,
1=t without .iedical care, herded 1likc beasts into huts
vhica they 1ud, wita sreat difficulty, constructcd with
crudec means suojcetsd to exheusting labor. The prisoners
dicd in zrsaet nunbers: 98 over a period of fifty cays 1in
the Hoa-Binh caup «t Tonkin,

o £

But abcve all ====- in amanr purts of Indo-China the
Jopaulcse dassacred tac Irisoners ol #ul.
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At Langson sixty defenders of Fort Bricre de I'lslec
were shot .und finished off with the buyoncts immcdiotcly
«fter the Tfignting was cndéd.

4 Lonzeon slso, ot the Citudellc, aorc than 200
French prisoncrs were mussacred. The cxccution took plucc
in succcssive bdatchcs of 50 men cach: thns butechers workcd
with sabrces, with bayonets, with blows of pick axes, «nd
thrcw theaselves upon the survivors. From thc sccond batch
on tnd new victias stood on soil running witin blood.

assucrcs of Prisoners of wur and of civiliuns took
plucs in vurious othe¢r parts of the city of Lungson.
General Lemonniei, Coloncl Robert, the Resident of the
province werc wnonz tic victims. .« child only a few months
0ld, in its mothor's urms, h.d. its skull smashed, The
mothcr, by a miruclc, survivcd the MassSuCIrC,
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At DONG-DANG, after a fight which lasted three days, the garrison gave 1t-

self up and received the congratulations of the Japanese officers for its
heroism. A few moments later the Ceptein commanding the garrison was slrughter-
ed under the eyes of his men. Theréafter, it was the turn of all the olher
defenders, executed by sabre and bayonet and of all the Europeans in DONu-

DANGs The only survivor of the massacre, Corporal CRCN, describes the

cxecution of the Captein nnd fifty of his men,

At DINHE LAP. all French Survivors as well as Annamite Tirelllours wors

rngsacrnd. Similar massacres of prisoners at TIEN-YEN, at HANOI, at DAM-HAA,
wacuicularly as far es this lest montioned post is concerned, evidence shows

-LJ

taat four wounded Annemites end one Europcan were burned alive.

- e

/

The messacrcs mentioned zbove vere the work of the 225th Regiment of the
g7th Division, commendad by Colonel SHIZUME,

The 226th Reginrnt which belonged to the same Division hes to its credit
in particular the messacree of XIN-MAN, HOANG<SU-PHI and HAGIANG where
French prisoncrs to tho rmmbar of a hundred wers messacred,

In tho lect mentioned regions, saverel cases of repe of Fronch women

~occurred. A woman erd hor sister aged 14 yonrs were compelled to cohabit

for wenke with 50 Jaranecse soldizra vho treated thom brutelly a8 well es

vicdlating thems ne of them went med and both wera subsaeguently executed.

Another exemmle: a young Freach girl of 15 yoers and hor mother were wviolated
and then esssersinatad.,

Cver end sbove, in severnl reogzions, nstive women were forced into
crostitution,

In th> arction of znothsr Javancse unit, the 2lst Pivision, massacroes of
french rrisoners vore goually freguent. They tock rlace, in particalar, dur-
3ug pursult actiors with the reargurrds of Gorneral ALESSANDRI which, deprrting
from the HANDI region, tried to reach Chine =nd got therc at the price of
heavy losses. At TONG, five Frenchmen and 12 Annanite Tirailleurs - prisoners .
vere ~xccuiad., At TAN.QUI, fourieczn French prisoners were kill~d by sasbre
and beyonet, thero was g sinzle survivor, Corporsl JUBIN, who desaribed the
meesacre, Oimilarly, (thore were) sxecubions of prisoners at YEN-BAY, PAUTY,

SUNLA, DAICHAU, MALITAse.veses .

Finally, in TADS nt TAKHEK, & town likevrise oocupicd by the 21st Fivision,

- procticelly all th- mele Zuropcan vopulation was messacreds Fifty five French

were thus =xeocutod. Two Bishopa, the Resident of the Province, two won~n
and a 2hild figured emong thoe victinms,

I must add that Colonel TSUNEYASHI, Chicf of Staff of the 37th livision,
now under actenticn et SAIGIN, in the course of an interrogation bvefore an
Invostigating Officor of the War Crime-s Servica stated particularly thet
Foneral NAGAN2, comrending the 37th Division had congratulrted the troops of

e -

Golox=l SHIZUME after the ~nd of tho fighting and messscres st LANGSCN and
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that the Gorperal considercd theae messscres te be an act of war.

Colenel TSUNEYOSHI further etated thet Ceneral TSUCHIHASHI, Commemdicr
1 Chief of thie Japanese troops in Indo-China, to whom the messacres of
t > poriconers at TLANGSON wero rceported declared in these very wordsg U"Act
~g 1f I kncow nothing sbout it,"

Under conth I certify that the foregoing statements are truc.

Ceptain F. GABRILLAGUES,
Delecgate of the Indo-China Federael
" Wer Crimes Scrvice |

Deposition teken a2t Tokyo,
Tuesday, 7 Jamiery 1949

R. CNET"
Associate Prosecutcr for Frence
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The attached outline map indicetes the whoreabouts of
the majority of thc localitics in Indochine where murders and
atrocitics with respect to the civil population end prisoners of
tar surviving the occupeticn by the Japanese armies, were committed.

Capt. GLBRILLLGUES
Dclegete of the Wer Crimes Office
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INTIRNATIQNAL PROSECUTION SECTION
Doc. No. 2963

Title and Nature: Deposition of Captain F.F.
Service

) Indo-Cnina, for War Crimes
on Japanese atrocities, F.I.C.

Date: & Jan 47 Original (x) Copy ( ) Language: French

Has it been translated? Yes ( ) No (x)
Has it been photostateds? Yes ( ) No (x)

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL
Document Division

SOURCE OF ORIGINAL: French Division

: General TSUCHIHASHI (Commander FIC);
General NAGANO (37th Divn CO); Colonel SHIZUME (225th Regt)
(First names not supplied)

CRIMES TO WHICH DOCUMENT APPLICABLE: Atrocities; Violation
Geneva POW Convention

documents,
and identifies various acts in

» committed by Japanese
troops in Indo-China,

Analyst: W.H.WAGNER Doc. No. 2963
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Document No. 286Q. (Original document with Mr. ONETO)

DEPOSITION effectuese a Tokyo le 7 Janvier 1947
devant lir. Robert ONETO, Procureur Associe pour la FRANCE

Je me noume GABRILLAGUES Fexrnand, n¢ le ler Janvier 19518
a Faris, Bachollier-es-lettres, Liscencie en Droit. Je suis
officier de l'armee francaise ot delegue du Service des Crimes
de Guerre 4'Indochings Je demewre a Saigon 181 mue Mayer.

Charge du bureau de resherche des suspecta de crimes de
guerre, j'al ete amene, du fait de mes fonctions, a etudier une {oe
cunentationdd'ensomble qui m'a parnis d'avoir connaissance des
crmmmwunﬁcohimprmtmw.

Ces crimes scnt on ncnlre eonsiderable, la documentation
les concernant est volunineuse, ot il ne saurait etre guesticn
d'en faire un exposs complet, Certains meme sont et reateront
inconnus par suite de l'absence de temoins ot de la destruction

aystematique de leurs archives operee par les Japonais en prevision
des debarguements allies.

Je laisseral de cote les atteintes a la liderte et a la
dignite individuelles, los pillages, vols, sevices divers et
mame les meurtires, ne mentionnant que certains faite saillants.

&
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Je tiens a signaler notamuent :

10) les atrocites commises dans les losaux de la ERPEITAL
et dens les comps de prisocnniers,

20) les massecres de prisonniers de guerre et de civils.

Tandis que leo commandement Jeponais en Indochine conceatrait
toute la population francaise dans les villes en des enceintes ou
elle otait souvent le plus vulnerable aux bombardements allies,
la KEMPEITAI se signalait par ses atrocites. Des centaines de
Francais ont ete empriscunss ot soumis a un regime pire que celul
des detenus de droit commun; pargues en dos locaux exigus et dana
des conditions d'hyziene lamentable, sans vetoments, sans scins
medicanx, sans eau, parfois prives de ncurriture pendsnt des se-
maines entieres, le plus scuvent ne recevant on tout ot pour tout
gu'une boulette de ris sale a l'exces presentee dans des conditions
de salete repugnante.

Sous le pretexte d'interrogatoire, les tortures les plus
diverses furent infligees de fason aystematique : Coups de gour~
din entrainant des lesions et fractures, allumettes en ignition
glissees sous les ongles, brulures de cigarettes et de tortillons
de chiffons enflanmes, supplice des buches a aretes vives, supplice
de 1l'ean, supplice de l'electricite, pendaison par les poudes, 6iG...

Ces conditions de vie et ces tortures ont entraine la mort

s BbOaesPARDS
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de noubreux detemus, socit gu'ils aiend ete tortures jusgu'a
la mort, soit qutils aient explive au coura de leur sejour

delivres gue par la mort. Omngﬂhhrdtohhpu.
.pmuvw-mmmsmtmumm-a

de la Zempeital a 1l'stat squelettique, leur sante definiti-

m@wmmwammbddm. 1es
uﬁ;mlﬂ-ﬂtnm“im.. etaient oux aussi
mtmmatmdlotmmuacmhmnu
barre de fer a la moindre defaillance. A peine alimemntes,
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himmmum,mnammhtnMIn
baragues qu'ils avaient a grand peine edifiees a l'aide de mo-
yons rudimentaires, soumis a un travall epuisant, lu prison-
niers moururent en grand nombre 3 98 pour une periodes de cin-
guante jmmempdoﬂu-mhhmm;

lais surtout en de nombreuses regions d'Indoghing, les Ja=
ponais ont massacre les prisonniers de guerre.

A langson, ssixante defenseurs du Fort Briere de 1'lale,
imediatement apres la fin du combat, sont fusilles et acheves
a la baionnette.

A Langson egalesent, a la Cltadelle, plus do deux cents
prisonniers francais acnt massacres. L'exesution eut lieu par
fournees successives de 50 hames, les bourreaux opererent au
sabre, a la baionnette et a coups de pioche ot a'acharnerent
sur les survivants. Des la deuxieme fournee, ies nouvelles
victizes foulent un sel ruisselant de sang.

mumsmtmmtmuhdmdixmnmt lieu
des massacres de prisonmniers de guerre et de civils. Le Ceneral
Lemomaier, le Colonel Robert, le Resident de la province, sont
parmia les victimes, un enfent de guelgues wois, a le orane
fracasse dans les btras de sa mere Qui echappe par mirasle au masge

Soasavens

:
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A Dong-Dang, apres un cambat de trois jours, la gavaiason
8¢ rend et recoit les felicitations des officiers japonais pour

son heroisme. Quelques instants plus tard, le capitaine dome

_munmﬂutmmmmumhm.

C'est ensuite le touwr de tous les autres Mm executes
mnmuchhimthotdotmlumum
Denge Is seul ressape du massasre, le caporal CRON, deorit
1'execution du capitaine et de cinguante de ses houmes.

A Dinh Lap, tous les survivants franceis sont massacres
ainsi que des tirseillours annamites. Nessasres des prisonniers
egalement a Tien-Yen, a Hacoi, a Dam-Hae En ce gui concerns
plus particulierement ce dernier poste des temoignages Trappore
tent quo quatre blesses amnamites et un Eurcpeen ont ete brules
vils.

les massasres qui precedent furent 1'ceuvre du 225ane
Regiment de¢ la 37eme Division, commandee par le Colonel Shizmume.

| le 226 eue Regiment qui appertenait a la meme division
campte a son actif notarment les massacres de Xineian, Hoange
Su-Fhl et Haglang ou des prisomniers franeais su nonbre d'une
centaine furent massacres.

Dans ces dexrnieres logalites, plusieurs viols de fenmes
Frangalses ont ete coumis. Une fame et 8a soeur agee de 14 ans
sont obligees de ochabiter pendant des semaines aves une cine
quantaine de soldats Japonais qui les brutalisent et les violeat.
L'uﬁ d'elles devimmt folle, toutes deux scnt sxecutees par la
suite. Autre exemple: une jeune fille francaise de 15 ans
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ot 8 mere lqn' vi le 8 puis assassinees,
En outre, en pha',li-nr- regions,les femmes autochtones,
ont ete contraintes & ia prostitution.

Dans le mtm‘ 'une autre unite Japonaise, la 2leme
Division, les -nnv% de prisonniers franecais tnrdt ega=

la 2leme Division, la Quasi-totalite de la Population euro.
pecane male, est massacree, Cinguante-cing francais sont
ainsi executes. Deux eveques, le Resident de Mo Frovince,
deux fexmes et un enfant figarent parmi les victimes.

Je doia ajouter Que le Colonel TSUNEYOSHI, Chef de 1'Fe
tat-Major de la ST eme Division, actuellemeont detenu a Salgon

General NAGANO, Comandant la 37eme Division, avaig felicite
les troupes du Colonel SHIZUME apres la fin des combats et

Senvee
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des massacres de Langson.
Le Colonsl TSUNEYOSHI @ declare, em:.outre, que si le General

TSUCHIHASHI, commandant-en-ghef des troupes japonsises en Indochine,

informe des massacres de Langson, n'a pas pris de sanction contre
leurs auteurs, c¢'est parce qu'il considerait que c'etait h un

acte de guerre.
 Je fais cette deposition sous la foi du serment.

Capitaine F. F. GABRILLAGURS,

Dohm du Servige Federal de 1'Indoschine
pour les crimes de guerre.

f

Deposition enregistree, . *
a Tokyo, lo Nardi 7 Jaanvier 1947
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