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The Archbiskep:of Can-:
terbury, Dr. William Tem-
ple, in his

the Students® Sino-British
‘Weekly says: “‘I very mnch
apprec:ate the opportumty

of sendmg y@u this message

. this season.- It -is fully

understoed in Britain how

éreat "'al"e ﬁhe endurahcéé
peoples of China are readily
acce'pt ing as the price of
freedom for the . d.ars to
come, _ -

~ «Ghristinas is in‘a-speclat
senss. & season- of hbpe, it

Tac R

learly a childrens festwal
-and onchildren our hopes
for the world are set. Still
more it is a ‘season of ‘hope
because it corhmemorates
the Birth of Him who
brought and" still bringsg
hope to the souls of men,

Christmas.
message to the readers of
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L HIf we try to

than to say it is a world

where men live by -the
- teaehing - of Christ?

“If we ask how we may

expect to see such hope

fulfilled do we not find the
- answer in the new power
. that came into the world

when . Christ was- born,

which had been found by
 those who really rely on
the supply of our moral
need?

“‘The need of the worId
Ls for a. common. standard
~ in which a]l are ready to
" be judged, and new power
to live in conformity with
that standard. , |
- “Both are to be found in
one place alone--in the love
which came down at Christ-
mas. | |

+Jo, separated as we are
by the width of the whela
‘world and the exigencies
of hideots war, let us join

to' describe’ -
the world ‘we hepe ‘to ses -
can any world come nearer
the. heart of our. asplratlon..
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RING OUT' WILD BELLS

Ring out, wild bells t;o the w:ld sky, ,
The flying cloud, the frosty :l__lght__
The year is dying in the night;

Ring out, wild bells, and let him dqe.

Ring out the old rmg in the new, "

. W

Ring, happy bells, 2Cross the snow;
The vear is going, let him 2o’ |
Ring out the false, r.mg m the true.

Ring out the ®grief that saps the i .md ;!
*For those that here we see no more:?
Ring out the *feud of rich and 'poor,s .

Ring in *radress to a]] mankmd 4

Ring out a *slowly dymg cause, :’ L

wt

And ’anment forms of party sl}nfe\,
Ring in the 'nobler modes of l.lfe T
With ®*sweeter manners,5 purur ]aws

L . L.

together In all merrimer_lt
of Christmas, but above afl
in the worship of the Hea-

venly Child prayving that-
ﬁ%@%@#@ﬂﬁ ) B LS

 #@%%§#ﬁﬁmAm%¢
in ,all hearts to hve’:"
and reign there filling us

with the enPrg'y of hlS ovm‘ |

- as he was born at Bethle-
hem,. so now he may be,
born

divine love.”
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Ringeoutt theiwaint,’ thia:eare,* thesin,
The #faithless coldness of the txmes,“

Ring out; ring satCiny’ 'mournfal rimes,!*
But ring the}'ﬁﬂler mihéfrel" in.

Ring out Ofal'sé tsﬁde"‘ili pldce and blood,*
The ®civic shlnder and the spite;'?
Ring.in the love of truth and right,

Ring in the common love of g‘oodq

Ring out old-*stiapes of foul disease;'s
Ring’out the *marrowing lust of gdld;*?
Ring out the thousand wars of old,

Ring irthe t hhtlhafxid*fﬁara 13 -'df*peac .

Ring in the vahant“ man and f{ree,

The Jarger heart, the: klhdher hand;

Ring ‘tﬁit“l‘.he* darkndss of the Iand
Ring in thb‘“ ﬁhﬂs‘t"‘ t‘hat ig to be.

Alfred Tennysgon ( 1809-1892)
NOTES

asec-m 2. e for the desd. 3, ®REMAS

a};\ﬁmyc 5. Mmmw ¢. mﬁmﬂﬁzéﬁ 1.

'ﬁEﬁa&eﬁm 8. HUENBE. e PW. 10. IW. 1L
WEmER. 1 BEmiR. 13 WERUSBA. 14 EEiin
PGSR - 15, ARy BRI M. 16. zrzt@f&a'a:m

gl

17. WAMBRERYZC. 18, BEgh. 1. mnm

HRFNE A



£ i | #* ) & 1
A Country Ghild’s Chrlstmas

By Jane Plapet

Perhaps it is as children that Chrigtmas is the most
magic! time and™to children who live in towns because
gven today there are numbers of small country towns in
England, little larger than villages, where life remains
curiously simple. _

The people who live in them may haye wireless? in
their homes, but going to. the cinema® still remains 2
journey by bus or traint to the country.town, and *is &
something of an exent:5 Setbat *Christmas looms large®
in the lives of most country childeen. It is:a time.-when
relatives gather and *parties are held.? When big fires
roar up chimneys and there is an'ai‘.mosphere of cosiness
and gajety.8 -

Such a small epuntry town was.the one where I lived
as a child and. even now, *I can recapture the thrill that
Christmas used to bring,? for Christmas with us started
at least a fortnight. before the day itself. It began-with
what was called the *“‘Christmas Auction.”?1® This was
the sale of the fat cattle that later was to provide the
meat for the various Ghristmas &mners in the country
around. Foc ours was an ‘agrwu']tural district, !t with
plenty of big farms and large country hous:.s and *nothmg
b _EE.J home grown meat was eaten

On the day of the cattle sale my thritls were' Iargél"y
mixed with fear, for the cows and bulléeks!? looked 80
large and fearsome that. I used to make several $#invehin-
tery journeys! ¢ into the nearest:shop! : Thexe ¢I uged to
ve hard put to it o think of a.good exqune {0 explain my
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presencel?® but fear will make even a timid childl resource-
ful.16 And although *hard pressed!? I could alivays think
of some inguiry'® to make. But I was always glad when
the day was over !

The next event was what was called *“Beef-Show
Night.””'9 This wag when. all the butchers showed tha
result of their skill, and the townspeople went round and
ordered?® the piece.of meat they wished to buy for Christ-
mas. Allthé shops were gay with tinsel2! and #decorated
with evergreens.and garlands,?? while the butchérs them-
selves in spotlessZ3:white ¢oats?4 %presid ed with dignity
over their shops;25.often with a stout:wife helping ff’éé do
the honours.?2¢ The butcher with whom:we daalt, had a
very fat wife who always had a *satin dress27? for the
occasion and in some vague way this made her rather a
frightening sight. But the sight of fat pigs with oranges
in their mouths somehow *re-assured: me.28.: TheyJooked
s0 very artless!z? All the children were allowsd to fore-
go their usual bedtime ard were taken round by their
parents to see the shops. Some :shops used to have
*mechanical toys,*? which ®when wound ‘ap,3! +¢‘did
things.”” One I remember was a.cat that fed a kitten
from a tmy bottle of milk and nodded its head at the same
time. Bet“een "Beef Show Night®’ and Christmas itself,
‘we used to make the shop heepar s lives a burden to them
by asking them to wmd up these toys, but looking back ]
!thmk they must haVa. been very 1«.md for they rarely
refused. . S 28

 After ‘‘Beef Shmv Night,’” the atmosphere *gradually
grew more and more charged with excitement,?2  There
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were One’s Oown chi]dish presents to buy for the family.
One’s father was easy to provide for, for did he not smoke
a pipe? So there was always a pipe or tobacco for him,
but o! course it must be remembered that it must be
bought secretly. If you asked him what he :vanted for
Christmas he vould al-wafs. gsay, ‘‘A little tobacco is what
I should really like.” And looking back one seems to
*detect a note of wistfulness.?3 For he a]ways got a pipe
as weil and it never cost more than sixpencea or a shill-
ing. Later on he wore w1th the same herolsm“ the
*most appalling ties35 that childish taste t.hought beaut1-
ful. *He must often have longed for a beard13s Brothers
were easy to provide for, for their need of penknives never
seemed satisfied. One brother made family hlstory by
once buying for my mother a *most atrocious vase. 37° |

Then at last came *Christmas Eve.38 [ thmk I was
quite young when I realized that in some Quéer way ‘Christ-
mas Eve was even better than Chrlstmas Day Ltself.
There was such ®*thrilling expectancy in tha a1r.39 Ail
day long, there were parcels arriving and callergt? commg
to the house. As it was such a small place friends
shrought their gifts in person.“ ' -

My grandmother I remember used to give us “useful”
presents, but my grandfather always *softened the blowt?
by giving us new shillings. I used to think he had got
them from the King personally for us, and it seemed qulte
natural that he should. We were only’ induced to go ‘to
bed at last shoutlng up the chimney to “dear” *Santa
Klaus43? to give us our heart’s desire.

Of course we never intended to sleep, but somehow
we did but only to awaken at about five o’clock the’ next
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merning in pitch darkness, then calling.out tc each other

and to fathar to know if we could go down to the dining

room, whera our stockings. had b,een hung the  night

before, to find out what Santa Klaus had brought us: Hew

slow father seemed gettingrup, and when e did at last

appear with a slighted candle 44 *what a fever of exclte -
ment we were. in,4% |

Ours was an old house and we use candles and ;amps in
.most of the rooms, even today. But on Chrxstmas mornm?‘
how ghostly everythmg' used to. loak a.si we. fullowed my
father with his [ighted candle downsta:i‘s. " ‘Famxllar
things took on shapee“ and we followed my father more
closely. And how we giggled4? if her LnadVertently +4
bumped 47 bis haad, as he so often. did on the lantern that
hung in the, ha]l For the ceilings were low and t:t\ther
wag fairly tall. Then, when once.in the dining room Wa
stood close together while father lit the lamp, before 'tbe
excited rush to the fireplaces? to see what Santa KYaus
had brought in, ' | ,'

When we had clalmed our stockmgs a,ml parce}q 'we
were hurrledly shepherded l;.ack to.our roQmg,>! shivering
with cold and excltement, ‘but. fee]mg the bumps in our
stockmgs as we went " Then the candles were llt m our
rooms, and we were left w1th our treasure 52 'I‘hen v\.hait
_shrﬂ] eries to our parents as we unpacked” eVeqthlng!
The quaal;l:e I felt is ‘almost as vmd now-as I recal] it
Then we, were admonlshed“ to be. qmet and.EOrtO slqeg
“but that of course was Hn,poss;ble. So, it. epd@d up. with
our desertings’ our own beds and gomg to our narents’
;-oom, there to :how and 'gloa!; overs® what we bad Tee



ceived. My father at this point used to get up and retire
downstairs and with:three excitéd children. bouncing57? on
his hed and on him,

(‘hrlstmas morning still contlnued to be exciting, for
there was Stl]] the postman to be looked for. He, assisted
by an gddltlonal helper5® pushing a handcart loaded with
parcels, used to arrive for us about midday. But there
was p]enty to do during the morning for our garden pro-
du_cgd very'sp__gcxal dessert apple,®9 and thera were bagskets
of these to be taken round to varions family friends. Then
of course there were Visitors who called during the morn-
ing who had to have a glass ¢f wine and & ®*mince pie6!
apd several uncles to see who were staying with my grand-
p\anmts. _

. The apexs? of life. . Was. reached with our Chrlsmas
lunch, and- how our small stomadehs- dealt with what we
crammed into them, must remain a mystery 63. But we
wers hehlthy children and: the Chrlstmas Spirit 1"sm'g'ed
stronglx“ within us. 3

* After lunch a feelmg of sadnesl used to come over me.
The rea,h,zam:!en65 that’ Chrlstmas was half finished, and
tkgere was. no, more 'dehcmus anticipation®s used to
dascend Q{l“"’ my. small_spirit. Even the thaught of my
mgghﬂg_xn,,ﬁjebmapx__ could not cheer me. After tea I
used:‘to be glad to read my Christimas book, or what was
.beteer, persuade my . father to-tell us stories of what he

did wheh he was- smaH We were always glad to. g0 to bed
early on Chrzst:mas night for our day had been a ]ong and
scrammed with exc¢itement.68

‘Loéking back, one realizas how Iuck.'y we were Lo have
a cmldhood in the country where pleasares were sunple
and:*the young, in heart seemed to floyrish.%?



1o THT STUDENT'S SINO-BRITISH WEEKLY

*London in Battledress

by Ceolin McDouald

wbat is the first thing you noticez on arrival in
T.ondon from China? I think it is the ®*bomb damags.3
Paople have warned you that you will find the ®city in
ruins,? but destruction, while bad enough, is not as
extznsive® as you have been led to expect. Despite? the
gaps® made by the butz 9 London, like Cbungklng, ®carries
on'% with ®*fundiminished mlzht 1

NOTES - .
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You do not see so much repuilding of *damaged build-
ings'? in London, however, as you see in Chungking. . We
have neither the labour nor the materials!? at the momient,
But we are. not waiting until the end of the war before
*working out planst'¢ for the the reconstruction!s of
I.ondon and England.” We are working them out now.
Another tk‘inf:; soon brought o your notice in England
ig the blackout.?¢ . Chungking has no black-out, of course,
axcept- during "a‘(,tual raids¢.'? Bat London has a strict
black-oat night after’ nlght ‘*You soon get usad to it,1®
but you never cease to 'quﬂ. vel at*’ the *skill of the bus
drivers?® in the dark. -
The ﬁrltxsh like the Chinese have developed an
*claborate system of air raid alert% 2t But we cannot
*count on?? the *long warnings?3 you get in (Jhungkmg.
While it takes.the enemy several hours. to reach your
"'warttme capital,z4 1t takes him only ten minutes to reach
ours. - : - ‘ o
. As a result we in London get only the brxeftst warning
when raiders?5 are approaching:26 Sometimes we even
hear the bombs falling before we hear the alert.2? Ths
British‘people prefer,?8 however, to risk bombs withoit
pr()per warning in order the there shall be no lost time in
the *war factories.2”.

The raiders no Ionger have it all thelr own wiy as
they did during the blitz. Qur *ground defences?? today
are ten times more powerful than they were a yesr ago-
The noise made by the guns is terrific.3t Ow: night
fighters3? are also *takmg an incrzasing toll.3>

While it is compulsory34 in Chungking, for ®*chvious
reasons,’’ 10 enfer Gug-outs during raids, most ‘gggple
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earry on in London with thelr ugual activities. London 1S
so much bigger than Chungking that they feel they’mlg‘ht
as well take a chance in their homes,¥¢ and ®in any event
nothing is permitted to interfere 'with the war effort.37

Like Chungking, Londan has may ®overcast days 33
yet unlike you, we are more apt to get raiders in bad
waather than in good. In bad weather the raiders are
able to hide in the clouds, but in good, our flghters can
sece them more eanily and s‘xoot them down.

Since the start of the war we have built hundreds of
airfields3? all over the country. We have also dispersed+?

our great ®plane and arms ,f,actquep 41 The engmy cannot

possibly cripplet? them—even’ 1f he ha the pignes—and
nothing can thus prevent his certidin Jefeat

Important targets4? in England’ toddy are protecten
hy *barrage balloons.44 You can see thése ballons from
miles away. They prevent rgxdf:r.s from diving45 on the
targets. As a result the bomblng' ig usuglly t0q inacurrate
to have anY *military value, ¢ |

*Now that we are taking the offensn'e we are’ stram-
ing every nerve to crush our enamies.47? EVery person of
*call-up age48 in thz country is either in the *fighting
forces+? or doing work of natlonal impor{ance of gnekind
or another (To be contmped)
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A CHILD'S PRAYER

by A P. Graves

PROSE EXPLANATION

The child sa¥s,~—When 1’m put into my bed tonight, I
will shut my eyes and pray.

My prayer is this—Father—Father, watch. my little
bed tonight. Watch my little bed till the morning light.

Take all people in all countries into Your loving hands.
Save all peOple from danger—-—sa\fe the old people and the
young. great people and small, from danger. |

Give gentle sleep to all siek people (to all people who
are ill). Dry the eYes of all people who are we:zping.
And, when you take the sun away for the night, please

Jeave the moon to give light to travellers in the mght
: x % % - |
When I’m?* put to bed today '
' 'Bo’th._m_y; eyes I'll shut, and 8ay: |
| “‘Father,? till the *morning light,s
‘Wateh¢'my little bed tonight!
““All the people in al] lands
Take into Your.loving hands;
Cld and young and great and small,
From all danger $ave them all!
“Give the sick ones gentle’ sleep,
Dry®-the eyas of those that weep, |
And, please *leave the moon to light?
Al poor travellers through the night.”

NOTES

1. ..—..tﬂa_m_. 2. xg:__hﬁ.' 3 Bet. 4 E. 5. w8
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Tue OriGIN'. OF SOME *CHR;STMA&LUSTOMS

\

Our (‘hustmas Day is r\,ally hﬁa rvival of a pagan
festival which eslébrated ’éhe "Nati V*ﬂ:y of the Sun.’ Aec-
.cording to the =Jalian calender,4 the swinter golstice is
marked on this day.5 Since this is the moment when the
year turns,® thie sun’s rays iner Jase m power and the days
lengthen, I)G‘cembel 25 was kﬂpf as a daY of fest:?al "m
honour of the Sun'God.- - i v Lo e Tind

Since. the (;ospe]s8 *mado ng precxse mention vf the
date on which Qur Lord was born‘? 'Januar; 6 was held by
the early Christiens as his- blrthday 10 “But- *Julius 1
transferrad the date toithat ef/ Deceinber. 25,11 .and by
*450 A.D. Ghristmas was an ,'establlshed tfes:blva(]df the
church.t3 :
| ""\.Iam of the cuswnﬂ* whlch have bELn handed down
to us are derived from the oldeér pagan sun ceremony 19
When candles are lit onChristmasitréeas, they are tokens!s
which were first llt in ".:ay]’.‘la and Eg'th“' to 'Mlthra the
Unconquered Sun.: RN

The early Chrtqtlans we: areuthd, ‘werexcharmeﬁls by
the lights and gaiety!? of this pagan festivaland usually
joined the fun. When Lhrlct’s blrthday was, telescoped??
into this festival, ‘AugustinéZl. t61d them not, to. worship
the sun as the heathen?? did. but He who mad‘é thg sun.

x VI T YA A S

The custom c. gathe1 o bxam,;es 0£a holly” and
greenery?* to decorate our, homes has -its.origin also in
pagan times. For it was in Deceamber that t,h;a *roisterous
feast of Saturn was held.25 The Romans honoured Saturn,
the God of Agriculture,bv decorating their temples?s with
green shrubs,?? and undoubi;‘a(_ily23 the custom:'was trans-
terred?? by the early Christmas to their own festival.

o X %X X -z
It 1s only in1..eent tii. '3 that v, have eaten turkey3®
at Christmas. In the good old das,q when ®roast beef3t

was served at breakfast the Boar s“Head not r,he turkey,



A1 i # R

NVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAV

> A Poem 3
WAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAN
MORNING SONG

Now the dreary* night is dona?
- Comes again the glorious? sun;
Crimson* clouds and silver-white?
‘Walit upon his *breaking light.®
Glistening? in the garden beds,s
Flowers lift up their dewy heads,

And the shrill® cock ®*claps his wings,™
And the merry lark** upsprings.!?
‘When the eastern sky is red,

1, too, lift my little head,

When the lark sings loud and gay,

1, too, rise’s to ®*praise and prav.'*

C.F. Alexander

NOTES

1. fENy. 2 SeE,®E. 3. OKEEMM. 4 miey. 5.
SR ta iy ( i MRsilver white #f] crimson —{FHIE% clouds g%) .
6. QERZ¥. 7. MR 8. M. 9. g, 10, gHE.
il. EEE., 12. . _13- - 14 JR( L% )BTRS,

was the main dish of Christmas dinner. There is still one
place 'in ‘Fngland that [ know of where the feast is cele-
brated m@the good old-fashioned33 way, and that is %in
the Hall of Queen’s College, Oxford.3¢ *Garianded with
rosematry and bays,35 the boar’s head is broug ht in with
ceremony while a carol3¢ is chanted.3?

X x »
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Do you know that whan wa leS undﬂr tha mistletoe3s
we*reassure one another3® we mean\no harm when passing
under an evil plant?

The kiss under tne mxstletoe 1s~ anbther custom which
comes to us from pagan times.

Balner, the.God of Peace, in "’Scagd,lnann_-mythology,4°
was killed by a mistletoe arrow given to the blind Hoder
by Loki, 4! God of Mischief. Afteér that the rhistietoe was
put out of Loki’s reach, and never :alléwéd to touch the
earth again, If by chance it falls to earth, it will enter
once more under Loki’s ®evi] sway.4Z

Hence we keep mistletoe well out of LO.kl s grasp by
hanging it from the ceiling. wtien we paSS under it we
kigs to show that though the plant 'is-an *mstrument of
evil,43 we are at peace with one another. |

x X X

There is another old cusbom whmh ms:sts that every
time a man kisses a girl under tke mzdtletoe he must pluck
a berry.44 W hen the berries hkave'bédn strlpped the kisses

must cease ... .So buy your mistletoe with & good supply
of berries.
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