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THE THIRD DECADE
OT THE

AMERICAN ANTI-SLAYERY SOCIETY.

In accordance with the previous action of the Society, at the

occurrence of its First and Second Decades, and in compliance with

the generally expressed wishes of its members and friends, the Ex-

ecutive Committee caused the following Circular Letter of Invitation

to be issued, in November last :

—

Boston, November 12, 1863.

The American Anti-Slatert Society Trill oommemorate the Thirtieth Anni>

versary of its formation, on TncRSDAr and Friday, Deo. 3 and 4, 1863, at Concbrt

Hall, in tbo city of Pbiladelpeia, oommenoing at 10 o'clock, A. M., of each day.

Itu object, as originally announced, and uncompromisingly adhered to for the last

thirty years, was and is the immediate and entire abolition of Slavery in the United '

States, by all those instrumentalities sanctioned by law, humanity and religion

:

and thus " to deliver our land from its deadliest ourse, and to wipe out the foulest

stain which rests upon onr national esoutoheon." Its measures were proclaimed to

be, and ever have been, " such only as the opposition of moral purity to moral oor*

ruption, the destruction of error by the potency of truth, the overthrow of preju-

dice by the power of love, and the abolition of Slatesy by the spirit of

EEPENTANCS."

At its approaching celebration, the Society will have the sublime privilc ^e to an>

nouuce, as the result, primarily, of its disinterested, patriotic, and Christian labora,

the emancipation of three millions thbkb bdndred thovsand slates, by the

fiat of the American Qovemment, on the 1st of January last.

It is not only to re'^ive the remembrance of the long thirty years' warfare with

the terrible forces of Slavery, and to acknowledge the hand of a wonder-working

Providence in guiding the way of the little Anti-Slavery army through great moral

darkness and many perils, that we now invite this meeting, but also to renew, in the

ntune of humanity, of conscience, and of pure and undefiled religion, the demand

for the entire and speedy extinction of Slavery in every part of our country.

Your attendance at this Commemorative Meeting, in Philadelphia, on the 3d and

4th of December next, is respectfully solicited and oordially desired.

In behalf of the Executive Committee,

WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON, PrtncUfa.

" Charles 0. Burleigh, )

Secretantt
Wendell PhJIlifs, )
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In poraaance of the preceding Call, the American Anti-Slavery

SociKtT celebrated the completion of its Third Decade at Concert

Hall, in Philadelphia, December 3d and 4th, 1863, commencing at

10 o'clock, A. M.

The Hall was decorated with the beautiful banners of the Phila-

delphia Female Anti-Slavery Society, on which were inscribed appro-

priate mottoes from the writings of Whittibr, W. H. Burleigh, and

others. In the rear of the platform, the American flag, now at

length the symbol of Liberty, hung in beautitul festoons, extending

each way from an Eagle and National Shield in the centre, and sur-

mounted by a white banner or band, on which were inscribed, in

oonapicuous black letters, the words, "UNION AND LIBERTY."
At different points, large white cards were displayed, on which were

iUBoribod appropiiate sentences from Washington, Jefferson, Mad-

ison, Monroe, Ri^NDOLPH, Clay, and other eminent men of the past.

The Hall was filled at an early hour, and some time was spent in

mutual greetings and congratulations on the part of friends of the

cause from different parts of the country, who all appeared to share

one comn^on feeling of thanksgiving and hopefulness.

The meeting was called to orde': by William Lloyd Garrib'- ,,

the President ; and on motion of J. Miller McKim, to complete

the organization, Aaron M. Powell, of Ghent, N. Y., and Wendell

Phillips Garrison, of Boston, were appointed Secretaries pro tern.

Mr. McKiM also moved the appointment of a Business Committee

of twelve, to prepare work for the meeting, and to receive resolutions

and oUie: papers, and report them at their discretion.

The motion was agreed to, and the following were appointed as

such Committee:

—

Jamks Miller McKim, Mary Grew, Aaron

M. Pow»LL, Ldorbtja Mott, Robert Purvis, Oliver Johnson,

John i. Sargent, Sarah Puqh, Theodore Tilton, Abraham

Brooks, Alfred H. Love.

Rev. Samuel J. May offered a very appropriate and impressive

prayer.

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT.

Beloved Friends and Coadjutors:—
This is the Third Decade since the formation of the American

Anti-8Iav6ry Society in this city. It will, in all probability, be the

last one that we shall hold; for who now believes thair slavery is to
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continue ten years longer in our land, rendering necessary ten years

longer of anti-olavery eiFort for its overthrow ? We trust that we

are very near the jubilee. We know that we are a great deal nearer

to it than when we first believed. What was sown in weakness is

raised in power ; what was sown in dishonor is raised in glory. All

the signs of the times, in regard to our glorious cause, are cheering

in the highest degree. It is no longer a question confined to a few

humble individuals, as against a mighty nation; but it is a nation

rocking as by an earthquake, in travail with this tremendous issue.

And now, instead of words, the question is debated upon the battle-

field, at the cannon's mouth
;
and, undoubtedly, through this war of

judgment, God means to vouchsafe deliverance to all in bondage.

Welcome and benediction, upon this thrilling and joyous occasion,

to those who entered earliest into the field of labor ; who have gone

through with all its toils, its sufferings, its sacrifices, its perils; and

who have been graciously permitted to live to see this gladsome day '

Welcome and benediction to those who came in at a later period, and

to the still newer converts to our cause ! Welcome and benediction

to all ! We may now confidently hope that our labors are drawing

near to an end, so far as the abolition of slavery is concerned ; but

our labors in the field of a common humanity, and in the cause of

reform, are never to terminate here, except with our mortal lives.

With the liberation of the millions in bondage, we are to have a

new field of philanthropy opened to us on a colossal scale, that will

tax our means, our generosity, our sympathy, our efforts, to the

utmost extent, to meet the solemn demands upon us, on the part of

those houseless, homeless, penniless millions, who are coming forth

from the house of bondage. This is a work of mercy and benevo-

lence, in the doing of which we believe the great mass of the people

of all denominations, and parties, and sects will flow together, and

be glad to make a common atonement, though at so late a day, for

the wrongs and outrages that have been heaped upon those held in

brute servitude for so many generations.

One of the Secretaries will now read some of the numerous letters

which have been received from those whose circumstances or engage-

ments prevent their being here. Of course, if all who would like

to be here could be gratified, it would be the largest meeting ever

convened in the city of Philadelphia. Thousands and tens of thou-

sands are regretting that they cannot be with us on this occasion.

The first letter I hold in my hand is from one who deserves to be
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held in honorable and lasting remembrance for his early, devoted,

and long'Ctontinaed services in our cause; I mean the first Presi-

dent of the American Anti-Slavery Society, once the distinguished

merchant philanthropist of the city of New York, Arthur Tappan;

the benefactor to livhom I owe my liberation from the Baltimore

prison in 1830 ; and but for whose ioterposition at that time, in all

probability, x never should have left that prison, except to be carried

oat to be buried.* I think it is some twenty years since I had the

pleasure of looking him iu the face ; but I could do no less than to

send him a letter of invitation to be present at this commemorative

meeting, renewing my expression of gratitude for all his kindness to

me personally, and my admiration for all he had done in the cause

of the oppressed; and I was glad to receive this letter in reply.

[The letter was read, as follows, by Wendell Philupb Gaebibon,

one of the Secretaries:]

New Haven, Nov. 17, 1863.

Wm. Lloys Gaebibon:

Deab Sib,—Few events could give me so much pleasure as the

receipt of your note of the 12th inst. During the years that have

intervened since we last met, I have often recalled the time when we
were united in working for the slave, and regretted that any occur-

rence should have estranged us from each other.

I shall be glad to attend the meeting at Philadelphia, but my ad-

vanced age (78th year) and growing infirmities may prevent.

I am, truly, your friend,

ARTHUR TAPPAN.

This Pbesibent. The next letter is from one of the signers of

Declaration of Sentiments; a name known and honored through-

out the civilized world; the poet of America, John G. Whittibb,

(applause,) who has done so much by his writings as a poet in aid of

our glorious movement, that I have no words to express my sense of

the value of his services. There are fev living who have done so

much to operate upon the mind and conscience and heart of our

country for the abolition of slavery as John Gbeenleai' Whittieb:

Amebbcby, 24th 11th mo., 1863.

Mt Deab Fbiend:

I have received thy kind letter, with the accompanying circular,

inviting me to attend the commemoration of the Thirtieth Anniver-

sary of the formation of the American Anti-Slavery Society, at Phil-

*Se« Appendix A.
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adelphia. It is with the deepest regret that I am compelled, by the

feeble state of my health, to give up all hope of meeting thee and my
other old and dear friends on an occasion of so much interest.

How much it costs me to acquiesce in the hard necessity, thy own
feelings will tell thee better than any words of mine.

I look back over thirty years, and call to mind all the circum-

stances of my journey to Philadelphia, in company with thyself and
the excellent Dr. Thurston, of Maine, even then, as we thought, au
old man, but still living, and true as ever to the good cause. I

recall the early gre; morning when, with SjiMUEL J. May, our col-

league on the Committee to prepare a Declaration of Sentiments for

the Convention, I climbed to tho small " upper chamber " of a col-

ored friend to hear thee read the first draft of a paper which will

live as long as our national history. I see the members of the Con-
vention, solemnized by the responsibility, rise one by one, and sol-

emnly affix their names to that stern pledge of fidelity to freedom.

Of the signers, many have passed away from earth, a few have fal-

tered and turned back, but I believe the majority still live to rejoice

over the great triumph of truth and justice, and to devote what re-

mains of time and strength to the cause to which they consecrated

their youth and manhood thirty years ago.

For, while we may well thank God and congratulate one another

on the prospect of the speedy emancipation of the slaves of the

United States, we must not for a moment forget that, from this hour,

new and mighty responsibilities devolve upon us to aid, direct and
educate these millions, left free, indeed, but bewildered, ignorant,

naked and foodless in the wild chaos of civil war. /e have to undo
the accumulated wrongs of two centuries; to remake the manhood
that slavery has well-nigh unmade ; to see to it that the long-oppres-

sed colored man has a fair field for development and improvement;
and to tread under our feet the last vestige of that hateful prejudice

which has been the strongest external support of Southern slavery.

We must lift ourselves at once to the true Christian altitude where
all distinctions of black and white are overlooked in the heartfelt

recognition of the brotherhood of man.
I must not close this letter without confessing that I cannot be

sufficiently thankful to the Divine Providence which, in a great mea-
sure through thy insti iimentality, turned me so early away fiom what
BoGEB Williams calls "the world's great trinity, pleasure, profit

and honor," to take side with the poor and oppressed. I am not

insensible to literary reputation. I love, perhaps too well, the praisft

and good will of my fellow-men ; but I set a higher value on my name
as appended to the Anti-Slavery Declaration of 1833, than on the

title-page of any book. Looking over a life marked by many errors

and shortcomings, I rejoice that I have been able to maintain the

pledge of that signature; and that, in the long intervening years,

" My Toioe, though not the loade«t, has been heard
Wherever Freedom raised her ory of pain."
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Let mo, througli thee, extend a warm greeting to the friends,

whether of Ouv own or the new generation, who may assemble on the

occasion of commemoration. There is work ye^ to be done which
will task the best efiforts of all. For thyself, I need not say

that the love and esteem of early boyhood have lost nothing by the

t^t of time ; and
I am, very cordially, thy friend,

JOHN a. WHITTIBR.

Wm. Li-oyd Garrison, President A. A. S. Society.

The reading of the above letter was interrupted by the arrival of

a delegation of colored soldiers from Camp Williim Ponn, who, as

they advanced to the platform, were greeted by a general outburst of

Applause. These soldiers, having taken the peats assigned to them

oc the platform, immediately behind the officers of the Society, re-

mained as evidently interested and intelligent auditors during the

whole of the protracted morning session.

Thb President. The next letter is from «\ very near, and dear,

and revered friend, Hon. Samubl Fessbnebn, of Portland, Maine,

fathe;r of Ron. William Pitt Fbssbndbn who is one of the leading

Senators of the United States. He ts now, of course, advanced in

years ; and, having nearly lost his eyesight, is compelled to use an

amanuensis in order to have his sentiments recorded. Among a

host cf friends and coadjutors, I hardly know of one whom I esteem

and reverence more than I do Samobl Fessbndew. of Maine. The

circumstances in which I became acquainted with him are to me
peculiarly touching, as they are certainly enduring in my recollection.

I trust he will be spared to witness, before his removal, the utter

exte>fmination of slavery from our country, and to join in the song of

jubilee.

Portland, Nov. 23, 1863.

Mt Evbr Dbar Friend:

It was with very great pleasure that I received your kind notice of

me of the 12th of November. You do me but justice in believing

that I entertain the same views as I ever did in regard to that dread-

ful curse, the system of Southern slavery as it has existed and been

practised in the great Southern section of our country, and which we
are combatting in the present wi^.-^ That systemy in my judgment,

most entirely embodies the crueltjief Moloch, the brutality of Jjelial,

and the avarice of Mammon; and while, with you and others, I

entertain the same views as to its enormity, I cherish the hope, and

I believe I may now say the expectation, that God is about to bring
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this dreadful enormity,— a sin which, next to the oracifixion of the

Savior, I esteem the most heinous ever committed by any of the

human race,— to a speedy and final end.

I might almost say, that I regret that the infirmity of eighty years'

pilgrimage on earth has made me unable to attend the coming meet-

ing of the Anti-Slavery Society ; but I am almost totally blind, and

it might well be supposed that, trembling upon the extreme verge of

four score yoars, I perceive myself that the powers and faculties of

my mind, such as they were, have so far failed as to render me inca-

pable of doing any more for the benefit of the cause which you have

so ably advocated— that of the total abolition of slavery in our

country.

I shall not probably live to see the total destruction of this ac-

cursed system, but feel assured that it must soon take place, and that

I now see t'aose glimpses of its approaching end which enable me
with confidence to say, " Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in

peace, for mine eyes have seen of thy salvation," the glory of the

people of God, and the returning happiness of our BufiFering country,

in the firm establishment and perpetuity of our free institutions.

With sentiments of the most cordial esteem, I am, in the sacred

cause of liberty and humaaity, truly and faithfully your friend,

SAMUEL FESSENDEN.
To William Llotd Gtareison.

The Pkesident. The next letter is from one who was not with

us in the early part of our struggle, but who has done a noble ser-

vice since he joined us some years ago, in the common effort for the

emancipation of those in bondage

—

James Freeman Olabke, of

Boston.

Jamaica Plain, Nov. 26,J.863.

Dear Sib:

* * * It would give nie great pleasure to accept your invita-

tion, which I feel honored in receiving. Unhappily, I can hardly

hope to be able to visit Philadelphia at that time. But whether

there or elsewhere, I shall in spirit be with you, and shall sympathize

with your satisfaction and pride in feeling that the result for which

you have labored so long and so earnestly is almost attained. That
slavery in America is virtually at an end, I cannot doubt. Thia

great act of emancipation by the President, under his power as Com-
mander-in-Chief— a power given him by the Constitution— is an

act proceeding directly from the Constitution itself, and is therefore

a part of the highest law known in the land. The Border States,

exempted from the operation of that great edict, will themselves,

following Missouri and Maryland, decree emancipation as a measure

of public policy. Thus slavery is like a tree taken up by the roots

—

the life not wholly out of it; the leaves perhaps yet green—bat its

roots aro out of tibe ground, and it must did.

a
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5;i3l^$<M^J over which yoa preaide has not only reason to congrat-

^te^jtself that its labors have contributed largely to this great end;

bilti t^At it has also given a historical proof that no evil, however

Hy^^jFi no abuse, however deeply rooted, can resist the power of

#at0li »nd righteousness, clearly uttered and perseveringly witnessed

11*,, JBVery advocate of justice henceforth, however humble he may
seem to be, will be encouraged by your success to believe that God
by hira will fulfil the prophecy which declares that "He shall smite

^ttc^earth by the rod of His mouth, and by the breaih of His lips

fdw^ He slay the wicked." So that by your fidelity, you have not

oi)ly 4)elpod to put out of the knd this gigantic evil and sin, but hava

also contributed to destroy every other evil and sin which in all time

to come diall be brought to an ead by the power of truth and justice.

Very truly and faithfully yours,

JAMES FREEMAN CLARKE.

Thb PsBSmcNT. We hoped to have had the pleasure of seeing

with ns, upon this occasion, three of the most devoted friends of our

cause which the struggle has brought forth ; I mean, Theodobk D.

Wfut, AMaKLiNA Ghimke Weld, and Saraq Guiuee. The letter

wltich they have jointly sent to us expresses their feelings in regard

til this celebration. I need not pass any eulogium upon these devoted

frieids ; for you ail know, who know any thing of the Anti-Slavery

iBovemeut, what they have done for it.

West Newton, Bee. 1, 1868.
BiZiOYKD Feikndb:

Tne letter of your Committee invites us to be present, either in

person or by letter, to celebrate with yoa our Third Decade. In
place of ourselves, we send a few words of earnest greeting, as our
proxy.

The fittest celebration of the past is to gird ourselves anew for the

present and the future. The crisis that is upon us speaks its own
woTd. To us, that word is this :—

This Conspiracy is Slavery. The fiend that planned it, that ripened

the plot, and now reeks with its perfidies, perjuries and myriad
murders, is S&ocry—Slavery in arms— the whole of it, and v .thing

else; its body, soul, and spirit; the focus of its life and the furnace

of its rage ; its mad brain and heart, with all their greeds, plots and
hates^ ablaze with the fires of their own hell— every muscle and
ikerve-fibre on the rack— thought and will strained into spasms, and
living in frenzy. By its own act, by God's decree. Slavery's last

Jtour has eome, if the Nation vnU have it so. Up from the whole
land, from all the earth's ends, the great question comes, million-

vojused : " Does tiie Nation know, will the Natioo do the thicg fbaX
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belongs to its peace, and to all human weal ? " He that hath ears

begins tc hear the Nation's solemn voices saying, " We do, and we

wUl ! " Terrible things in righteousness, just retribution for our

partnership in tlie infinite crime and curse, press up these words to-

day upon the Nation's lips. We hear in them the voice of God. Wo
see, ill the blow about to fall, the bolt of God, striking dead, and
burning up its corpse ;

leaving not a hair of the accursed thing to

taint the air, or stain the ground, or bow down one free grass blade,

or tether the tiniest rootlet in the soil.

Hitherto, Slavery's intense vitality has pervaded its whole body

;

all these life-forces the rebellion has absorbed into itself. From all

the extremities, they have rushed to their centre. True blows struck

there deal death to slavery, and to all its dragon-brood— aristocracy,

caste, m'^nopoly, class legislation, exclusive privilege and prerogative,

all legalized oppression of the weak by the strong, with whatever

obstructs " Liberty, Equality, Fraternity." For this, all oppressed

peoples now turn their eyes hitherward.

Who that hates slavery, and has clear eyesight, does not see that

the work of Abolitionists, for this hour, with prayer and pen, with

voice and trumpet-blast, with men and money, yvith all the weapons,

by all means, in all ways, and with the whole soul, is to strike down
this rebellion ? It totters now, and slavery totters with it. See how
it is struck down in the District of Columbia, Western Virginia, Del-

aware, Maryland, Missouri, and in the Cherokee and Choctaw Na-
tions! See how in Louisiana, North diralino, Tennessee, Kentucky,

Florida, Arkansas, Texas, Northern Mississippi, and Northern Ala-

bama, it reels to-day!

0 then, God grant us large vision to see, and high wisdom to do

;

help us to lay aside every weight— the chronic queries and criticisms,

the non-essential ifs and buts that throng the hour— the multiform

side issues that so easily beset ;
and, in His strength, uplift ourselves

altogether, to gird anew the Nation's arm, that it may bring down
the final blow !

In hope, confidence, deep gratitude, and solemn exultation, faith-

fully, your fellow-servants,

THEODORE D. WELD,
ANGELINA G. WELD,
SARAH M. GRIMKE.

The Peesidbnt. The next letter is from our esteemed and gifted

friend, 0. B. Fkothinqham, of the city of New York :
—

New York, Nov. 23, 1863.

My Dear Friend:

1 have received and gratefully acknowledge the kind invitation to

your grand intellectual and moral banquet in Philadelphia on the 3d
ftnd 4th daye of December. I anticipate unusual duties and cares ju^t
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tbi;&. wec^, ipddent to the opening of mj charcb, and sorely fear I

lam <^He treat; not, however, if I can help it. For simply to

bft theret og an oooasion so saturated with noble memories, earnest

thpnjg^its and pure hopes, so bountiful in sentiment and aspiration,

wdttid he an era in one's experience. Never was festival so truly a

ftiiival in the fine old religious sense— a season of joy dedicated to

the ^ods. For the spirit of Justice, Truth and Love, the primeval

^rioHyr will itself preside—invisible thousands of the redeemed will

nse in ranks around the hall—a oloud of witnesses too numerous
fior ftdmi^^on, if spirits filled any points of space—and the angels,

too, of the great rodeeraers, will glorify the house from floor to ceil-

ing. Only to sit in silence amid such an assembly, and let the tears

of gratitude flow from one's eyes, would be » sacramental observance

;

&|id with all that, to hear the speaking, and on all that again to press

the hands that have wrought at this great task for thirty years, and
to look into the faces in which so proud a moral triumph is reflected!

Well, I won't try to say what that would be, but only try to think it

wrll be mine to enjoy in actual fruition and in long ir.emory.

You know, dear Mr. Garri&on, that I shall be with you at any

rate, even though my presence bodily may be here. You know that

I am always with you in your work and in your prayer. You know
that I am ever gratefully yours,

0. B. FROTHINGHAM.

The Pbesibbnt. Here is a letter from the Hon. Owen Lovejoy,

who expresses the hope of being with us to-day. What Mr. Love-

joy has done, in his place in the United States House of Representa-

tives, for a number of years— how he has had to peril his life from

session to session, in the midst of slaveholding wrath and violence—
and with what a lion-hearted spirit he has triumphantly met the

proud oligarchy of the South, represented in that body, you all know.

Pkinceton, Illinois, Nov. 22, 1863.

My Djbak Sir:

*• * * I have some hope of being able to be present at your meet-

ing. In the event of my not being able to attend, will you allow me
to say that I am in favor of an act of Congress abolishing slavery

throughout the entire limits of the United States, and making it a

penal offence to hold or claim to hold a slave ?

If we have a right to build a Pacific Railroad to promote the gen-

eral welfare, without any specific grant of power in the Constitution,

how much more have we the right to destroy that which is not only

opposed to the general welfare, and io the spirit and genius of the

Constitution, but is in constant and now bloody antagonism to every

avowed purpose for whicK that organic law was ordained and estab-

lished ? I am aware that dogma or fiction |(for it is nothing

jjApre) of 3tate sctYereigaty will be opposed, to this legblatioo, But
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to this theory of State sovereignty I oppose the words of the Consti-

tution itself : " This Constitution, and the laws of the United States

which shall be made in pursuance thereof, shall be the supreme law

of the land, any thing in the Constitution or laws of any State to the

contrary notwithstanding." Another mode of reaching the same end

would be to take a slave into the United States Supreme Court, and
see whether that tribunal dare refuse hitn freedom under the Consti-

tution. I havt never had a doubt that a bench of honest judges

would liberate a slave if once in Court. I think that was the chief

motive for the atrocious Dred Scott decision. The slaveholder dare

not confront his slave in that tribunal, if it could be half decently

constituted. I shall therefore be with you in spirit, if not in person.

I heartily hid you God-speed in your eflForts to secure obedience to

tVe divine command which the fathers traced on the bell, which I

think still hangs ovrr Independence Hall, in the city where you
meet : " Proclaim liberty throughout all the land, to all the inhabi-

tants thereof."

Yours, for universal freedom,

OWEN LOVEJOY.
"Wm. Lloyd Garrison.

Tub Presicent. The nex*; letter is from one whom we all delight

to honor for his invaluable and long-continued services in behalf of

the oppressed, in the Congress of the United States, and out of that

body— I mean, the Hon. Joshua R. Giddings, of Ohio. (Applause.)

Jefferson, Ohio, Nov. 30, 1863.

My Dear Garrison:

I would most gladly unite with the friends of freedom in commem-.
orating the return of our government to the doctrines on which it was
founded. For half a century, the powers whic,h had been ordained

to secure liberty were prostituted to the enslavement of mankind

;

the powers ordained to secure life were prostituted to the destruction

of human existence ; and our free government was transformed into

a slaveholding oligarchy.

Amid the moral and political darkness which then overshadowed

our land, the voice of humanity was at length faintly heard. Its

utterance became more and more distinct, until at length the high

and holy truth, that all men hold fro7n the Creator a right to live,

a right to that liberty which is necessary to protect life, acquire

knowledge, enjoy happiness, and prepare for heaven, was heard in

our congressional halls. A quarter of a century has not yet elapsed,

since the duty of separating our Federal Government and the people

of the States from all support of slavery was first proclaimed in our

Nationt 1 Legislature. The policy was so palpably just, so obviously

in accordance with the Constitution, and constituted such a distinct

reiteration of the dootrines enunciated by the founders of our institu^
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tioQi) that tb© advocates of slavery have never attempted to meet it

with argnmneiit. Thi-eats, intimidation, slander, violence, war and
bloodshed have constituted the weapons with which they have at-

tempted <«tay the tide of Christian civilization. They have beset

the pathway of reform with civil war, with rebellion unequalled in

history.

Baring the last three years, our people have raised, armed and
sent to the field a million and a quarter of the best soldiers who have
9vcr fought in the cause of freedom, at an expense of fifteen hundred
million dollars. In no age, in no clime, have any people made so

great or such willing sacrifice for liberty; while the nations of Europe
have stood with folded arms, looking upon this mighty conflict, boast-

ing that they took no interest in this war between slavery and free-

dom— that they neither encouraged the one, nor condemned the other.

Within the last two years, our people have purified themselves

from slavery and the slave trade in the District of Columbia and in

the Territories ; and the President's Proclamation of Emancipation

has repudiated the institution in ten sovereign States, while in four

others slavery lingers only in name. Within that time, three mil-

lions of degraded bondmen haVe been legally elevated to the enjoy-

ment of those righ's which the Creator bestowed upon them. Heaven
Itself may well rejoice; and all good men will thank God, take cour-

age, and reengage in the great work with increased zeal.

I regret to say that, from the length of time and the severity of

my own labors, I have fainted, fallen, and been borne from the field

of conflict; but as I linger upon the verge of time, I still rest my
dimmed vision upon the battle as ii, yet rages, and my last prayer

shall be for the heroes of justice and liberty.

I pray you to express to the members of your Society the assur-

ance of my afi:ectionate regard.

Very faithfully, your friend,

JOSHUA R. GIDDINGS.

Thb Pbesidbnt, The next letter is from one who entered into the

anti-slavery field at an earlier period than almost any of us. Long

before my own mind was turned to this subject, he had fully compre-

hoided it, and bravely and faithfully borne an uncompromii>ing testi-

mony for the abolition of slavery. His name deserves to be held in

lasting remembrance. I allude to Rev. John Rankin, of Ohio.

RiPLSY, Ohio, l^ov. 19, 186iJ.

Mr. Gabbison :

Bear Sib,—^Tour invitation to attend the Thirtieth Anniversary

of the Americai^) Anti-Slavery Society has been received. I regret

that I am not in circumstances that will enable mo to be present at

ToafDMetttig. Ton and I have ever been united on the sabjeot of
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immediate emancipation, while we have widely differf,d in other re-

spects. I feel that my labors must eoou close. I am now in the

seventy-first year of niy age, and, of course, must soon go the way of

all past generation:*. From my bojfhood to the present time, I have

opposed the abominable system of American slavery. For the liber-

ation of the slaves I have labored long, and suffered much reproach

and persecution; but I regret none of the sacrifices I have made for

the hapless millions that have been bought and sold as if beasts of
the field, and deprived of all that makes existence desirable. Nearly
forty years have passed away since I began to warn this nation of the

ruin that would result from this horrible system of oppression, hut

now the day of blood has come. The Son of God has come with bis

rod of iron, and dashed those slaveholding governments in pieces as

a potter's vessel is broken, and has made the General Government
tremble on its foundation. " True and righteous are thy judgments,
0 Lord !

"

I greatly rejoice in the President's Proclamation. No other man
ever had the privilege of making a proclamation so magnificeol. It

is to lift more than three millions of people from the deepest degra-

dation and misery to dignified life and station as rational beings.

And although it is not broad enough to cover the whole field of op-

pression, yet it is the fiat that will end the system. He that is higher

than the heavens has ordained it, and our brave soldiers in the field

are the armies of the living God to enforce it. Let us thank Gjd
and take courage ; and not relax our efibrts while there is a slave in

the land.

JOHN RANKIN.

Thb Pkzsident. We have still a large number of letters that you

would be pleased to hear, some of which will be read at other ses-

sions, as time may allow. The only additional one that will now be

submitted is from Hon. 0. W. Albee, of Massachusetts, who in the

Legislature of that State has done important service to our cause.

Maelboeo', Nov. 12, 1863.

Mb. Gabbison :

Deab Sib,—Your circular of the 12th inst. has been received. I
deem it a high honor to be thought worthy of an invitation to the

meeting in the city of Philadelphia, to commemorate the Thirtieth

Anniversary of the American Anti-Slavery Society ; but circum-
stances will, I fear, prevent my attending it.

In the year 1830 or 1831, whilst a student in Brown University,

I chanced to read some sheets printed by yourp?if in Boston. The
sheets were not large, nor the paiser very fine ; but suffice it to say,

they contained facts that settled the question of emancipation with

me. Since that hour, I have been as unwavering aoti-elftvery m&n

;



Aitad ifi h»Tft done any good service in the glorious cause of emanci^
p*tii>h, lot God and Wiluam Lloyd Garrison be thanked.

Very truW, yours,

0. W. ALBEE.

E[sNB.T C, Wright offered the following resolutions :—
Resolved, That the voice of the people is hoard througli petitions

to Congress; and this Convention earnestly recommend that this

vbice be raised in petitione for an amendment of the Constitution,

declaring that slavery shall be for ever prohibited within the limits of

the United States.

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to prepare such

a petition, and procure the signature of every member of this Con-
vention to the same before its final adjournment.

Mf . Wright stated that this resolution had been suggested to him

by one of the leading members of the United States Senate, who

would probably, at an early daj, introduce the subject in his place in

ttat body.

The resolutions were referred to the Business Committee.

SPEECH OF REV. WM. H. FURNESS.

Mr. PiUWIDBNT :—
I am reminded of the first time that I had the honor of standinjr

upon the antirslavery platform with you. You may not remember

it ; but it was upon the occasion when out friends, FBEnsRiCE Dono-

IiASS and Samuel Wars, so magnificently vindicated the ability of

the black man. Then you were surrounded in the gallery behind

you by Isaiah Ryndbrs and his crew. If you had been told thm,

sir, that some few years afterwards you would be standing upon an

antinslavery platform with a file of black soldiers behind you, what

would have been your explanation of the prophecy ? That the blacks

bad risen in insurrection, and that^you were protected by your

friends.

I amnot in form a member of the National Anti-Slavery Society.

The Society bad not long existed beibre it communicated to me the

information that I was already the President of an Abolition Society

called a C^riRtian Church ; and I have felt myself bound to keep in

my own sphere, and to try and bring my little Abolition Society upon

tbe ii'ue jplatfofm ; and that i» the reason why I never officially

belcoig^ to the Araerioan Anti^Slavery Society.
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Again, I feel very reluctant to claim to be an Abolitionist, because

I think it to be a very high pretension for a man to make. I am

perfectly willing to bear the obloquy of the name ; but it looks Uko

pride, and may imply a want of self-knowledge, for a man to claim

with confidence that he is a genuine, thorough-going Garrisonian

Abolitionist Under these circumstances, I esteem myself honored,

inasmuch as I have been invited to read to you the " Declaration of

Sentiments" upon which this Society was founded; a Declaration

made in this city thirty years ago, and second only in time to the

Declaration of 1776.

DECLARATION OF SENTIMENTS.

The Convention assembled in the city of Philadelphia, to organize

a National Anti-Slavery Society, promptly seize the opportunity to

promulgate the following DECLARATION OF SENTIMENTS,
as cherished by them in relation to the enslavement of one sixth

portion of the American people.

More than fifty-seven years have elapsed since a band of patriots

convened in this place, to devise measures for the deliver?nce of this

country from a foreign yoke. The corner-stone upon which they

founded the TEXiPiiE of Frekdom was broadly this— "that all men
are created equal ; that they are endowed by their Creator with cer-

tain inalienable rights ; that among these are life, LIBERTY, and

the pursuit of happiness." At the sound of their trumpet-call, three

millions of people rose up as from the sleep of death, ant' rushed to the

strife of blood ; deeming it more glorious to die instantly as free-

men, than desirable to live one hour as slaves. They were few in

number— poor in resources; but the honest conviction that Truth,

Justice and Right were on their side made them invincible^

We have met together for the achievement of an enterprise, with-

out which that of our fathers is incomplete ; and which, for its mag-
nitude, solemnity, and probable results upon the destiny of the world,

as far transcends theirs as moral truth does physical force.

In purity of motive, in earnestness of zeal, in decision of purpose,

in intrepidity of action, in steadfastness of faith, in sincerity of spirit,

we would not be inferior to them.

Their principles led them to wage war against their oppressors,

and to spill human blood like water in order to be free. Ours forbid

tlie doing of evil that good may come, and lead us to reject, and to

entreat the oppressed to reject, the use of all carnal weapons for de-

liverance fronj bondage; relying solely upon those which arc spirit-

ual, and mighty thi-ough God to the pulling down of strongholds.

Their measures were physical resistance— the marshalling in

arms— the hostile array— the mortal encounter. Ours shall be

such only as the opposition of moral purity to moral corruption—
3
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the destraction of error by the potency of truth— the overthrow of

prejudice by the power of love—and the abolition of Slavery by the

spirit ot repentance.

Their grievances, great as they were, were trifling in comparison

with the wrongs and sufferings of those for whom we plead. Our
iathers were never slaves—never bought and sold like cattle—never

shut out from the light of knowledge and religion—noxrpr subjected

to the lash of brutal taskmasters.

But those for whose emancipation we are striving— constituting,

at the^present time, at least one sixth part of our countrymen— are

recognized by the law, and treated by their fellow-beings, as market-

able commodities, as goods and chattels, as brute beasts; u: e plun-

dered daily of the fruits of their toil without redress
;
really enjoy

no constitutional nor legal protection from licentious and murderous
outrages upon their persons ; are ruthlessly torn asunder—the tender

babe From the arms of its frantic mother—the heart-broken wife from

her weeping husband—at the caprice or pleasure of irresponsible

tyranti. For the crime of having a dark completion, they suffer the

pan^ of hr.nger, the infliction of stripes, and the ignominy of brutal

servitude. They are kept in heathenish darkness b^ laws expressly

enacted to make their instruction a criminal offence.

These are the prominent circumstances in the condition of more
than two millions of our people, the proof o^ which may be found

in thousands of indisputable facts, and in the laws of the slavehold-

ingStates.

Hence we maintain— that in view of the civil and religious privi-

leges of this nation, the guilt of its oppression is unequalled by any
other on the face of the earth ; and, therefore,

That it is bound to repent instantly, to undo the heavy burden, to

break every yoke, and to let the oppressed go free.

We further maintain— that no man has a right to enslave or im-

bmte his brother— to hold or acknowledge him, for one moment, as

a piece of merchandize—to keep back his hire by fraud—or to bru-

talize his mind by denying him the means of intellectual, social and

moral improvement.

The right to enjoy liberty is inalienable. To invade it is to usurp

the prerogative of Jehovah. Every man has a right to his own
body—to the products of his own labor— to the protection of law

—

and to the common advantages of society. It is piracy to buy or

steal a native African, and subject him to servitude. Surely the sin

is as great to enslave an American as an Atrican.

Therefore we believe and affirm—That there is no difference, in

principle, between the African slave trade and American Slavery

:

That every American citizen, who retains a human being in invol-

untary bondage as his property, is, according to Scripture, (Ex. 21

:

16,) a HAN-BTEALBR :

That the slaves ought instaptly to be set free, and brought under

the protection of tlie law

:
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That if they had lived from the time of Pharaoh down to the

present periodj and had been entailed through successive generatiohs,

their right to be free could never have been alienated, but their

claims would have constantly risen in solemnity

:

That all those laws which are now in force, admitting the right of

Slavery, are therefore, before God, utterly null and void
; being an

audacious usurpation of the Divine prerogative, a daring infringement

on the law of nature, a has. overthrow of the very foundations of
the social compact, a complete extinction of all the relations, endear-

ments, and obligations of mankind, and a presumptuous transgression

of all the holy commandments—and that, therefore, they ought in -

stantly to be abrogated.

We further believe and affirm— that all persons of color who
possess the qualifications which are demanded of others, ought to be
admitted forthwith to the enjoyment of the same privileges, and the

exercise of the same prerogatives, as others ; and that the paths of
preferment, of wealth, and of intelligence, should be opened as

widely to them as to persons of a white complexion.

We maintain that no compensation should be given to tlie planters

emancipating their slaves

;

Because it would be a surrender of the great fundamental princi-

ple, that man cannot hold property in man

;

Because Slavery is a crime, and therefore ib not an aeticlk
TO BE sold;

Because the holders of slaves are not the just proprietors of what
they claim

; freeing the slaves is not depriving them of property, but
restoring it to its rightful owners ; it is not wronging the master, but
righting the slave— restoring him to himself;

Because immediate and general emancipation would only destroy

nominal, not real property ; it would not amputate a limb, or break
a bone of the slaves, but, by icfusing motives into their breasts, would
make them doubly valuable to tho masters as free laborers ; and

Because, if compensation is to ie given at all, it should be given
to the outraged and guiltless slaves, and not to those who have plun-
dered and abused them.

We regard as delusive, cruel and dangerous, any scheme of expa-
triation which pretends to aid, either directly or indirectly, in the

emancipation of the slaves, or to be a substitute for the immediate
and total abolition of Slavery.

We fully and unanimously recognize the sovereignty of each State
to legislate exclusively on the subject of the Slavery which is tole-

rated within its limits ; we concede that Congress, under the present
natimal compact, has no right to interfere with any of the Slave
States, in relation to this momentous subject

:

But we maintain that Congress has a right, and is solemnly bound,
to suppress the domestic slave trade between the several States, and
to abolish Slavery in those portions of our territory which the Con-
stitution has placed under its exclusive jurisdiction.
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We also maintain that there are, at the present time, the highest

obligations resting upon the people of the .?reo States to remove
Slavery by moral and political action, as prescribed in the Constitu-

tion of the United States. They are now living under a pledge of

their tremendous physical force to fasten the galling fetters of

tyranny upon the limbs of millions in the Southern States
; they are

liable to be called at any moment to suppress a general insurrection

of the slaves ; they authorize the slave-owner to vote on three fifths

of his slaves as property, and thus enable him to perpetuate his op-

pression
;
they support a standing army at the South for its protec-

tion ; and they seize the slave who has escaped into their territories,

and send him back to be tortured by an enraged master or a brutal

driver. This relation to Slavery is criminal, and full of danger : it

MUST BE BROKEN UP.

These are our views and principles—these our designs and meas-

ures. With entire confidence in the overruling justice of God, we
plant ourselves upon the Declaration of Independence and the

truths of divine revelation as upon the Everlasting Rock.

We shall organize Anti-Slavery Societies, if possible, in every

city, town and village in our land.

We shall send forth agents to lift up the voice of remonstrance, of

warning, of entreaty and rebuke.

We shall circulate, unsparingly and extensively, Anti-Slavery

tracts and periodicals.

We shall enlist the pulpit and the press in -the cause of the sufier-

ing and the dumb.
We shall aim at a purifioation'of the churches from all participa-

tion in the guilf of Slavery.

We shall encourage the labor of freemen rather than that of

slaves, by giving a preference to their productions : p.nd

We shall spare no exertions nor means io bring the whole nation

to speedy repentance.

Our trust for victory is solely ii^ God. We may be personally

defeated, bat our principles never. Truth, Justice, Reason, Hu-
manity, must and will gloriously triumph. Already a host is coming

up to the help of the Lord against the mighty, and the prospect

before us is full of encouragement.

Submitting this DECLARATION to the candid examination of

the people of this country, and of the friends of Liberty throughout

the world, we hereby affix our signatures to it ; pledging ourselves

that, under the guidance and by the help of Almighty God, we will

do all that in us lies, consistently with this Declaration of our prin-

ciples, to overthrow the most execrable system of Slavery that has

ever been witnessed upon earth— to deliver our land from its dead-

liest curse— to wipe out the foulest stain which rests upon our

national escutcheon—and to secure to the colored population of the

United States all the rights and privileges which belong to them as

men and as Americans—come what may to our persons, our inter-
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eats, or our reputation—whether we live to witness the triumph of

Liberty, Justice and Humanity, or perish untimely as martyrs in

this great, benevolent and holy cause.

Done at Philadelphia, the 6th day of December, A. D. 1833.

I am informed that of the sixty persons and upwards, who appended

their names to this Declaration, only fifl een have died, when the an-

ticipation here expressed has been rekiized. The large body of tho

signers " live to witness the triumph of liberty, justice and humanity."

You all know what have been the weapons of our friends in the

great war in which they have been engaged. If our country had

responded to thene sentiments thirty years ago, as they responded to

the tidings of the attack upon Fort Sumter, slavery would have been

utterly abolished by this time, without the shedding of a single drop

of blood. But there is a homely proverb, that it is in vain to talk

about what might have been, or what should have been. Blood is

running like water, and the consolation and reward of our friends is,

that when the South broke out in brutal assault upon the life of the

nation, that the nation was so well prepared for the hour was due in

great part to the fidelity with which they have redeemed the pledges

they gave in this Declaration, in forming Anti-Slavery Societies

throughout all the North, and in sending every where anti-slavery

information.

I confess there are very strong points of resemblance between the

Abolitionists of the North and the conspirators of the South. Our
friends at the North, thirty years ago, undertook to fire the Northern

heart, inseosible to the fact that they were in danger of firing the

Southern heart at the same time. So, also, a few years ago, the

leading conspirators at the South undertook to fire the Southern

heart, never dreaming what a tremendous fire they were going to

kindle in the Northern heart. So that, in this respect, the Aboli-

tionists of the North and the Fire-eaters of the South resembled

each other; with this difference— that the Abolitionists undertook to

kindle the Northern heart with fire from heaven; the Fire-eaters

undertook to kindle the Southern heart with fire from— the other

place. (Applause.)

SPEECH OF WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON.

On the Fourth of July, 1776, our fathers put their names to the

Declaration of American Independence. They testified before the
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world, in that manner, to their acceptance of certain self-evident

troths" contained in that Declaration; and, therefore, that there could

be no violation of them without guilt. Now, it is one thing to speak

the word of liberty, but a very differentr thing to keep it. Our
fathers proclaimed the truth. Did they adhere to It? Did they

proceed to carry out honestly and impartially their own Heaven-

attested sentiments? No; they were content to leave in bondage, as

a matter of compromise, 600,000 slaves, who have since multiplied

by natural generation to 4,000,000. They did not dare wholly to

trust in God ; and hence they were left to enter into a covenant with

slaveholding, which in 1860 naturally broke out in bloody rebellion.

Thirty years ago, the Declaration to which you have just Ibtened

was iBoaed by a small body assembled in this city, and the signatures

of the taembers present were appended to tiie instrument. The

result was, the immediate formation of the American Anti-Slavery

Society, which adopted the Declaration as the basis upon which all

its action should rest. Has the Society been true to its principles

and sentiments? I feel I can truly say that it has been faithful and

uncompromising from the beginning till now; that we have not

yielded one jot or tittle of any of our demands ; that in all trials, in

all discouragements, in the hottest persecution, we have been faithful

to our cause, and to the victims whose advocates we profess to be.

Is there any thing in this Declaration that any honest man can

object to? Is there any thing in it opposed to the principles of

justice, mercy, or brotherly love ? How has it come to pass, then,

that the proclamation of those sentiments has filled the land, for a

whole generation, with violence and persecution ? How is it that,

during all that time, the Abolitionists have been held up as fanatics,

madmen and incendiaries, who ought not to be tolerated in the utter-

ance of their thoughts? How has the nation been torn and tor-

mented by this anti-slavery agitation ! Yet we enunciated no new

truths, advanced no strange ideas, made no unreasonable demands.

What has just been read to us has been reiterated in substance from

age to age, ever since tyranny commenced its reign upon earth. It

is a collection of the merest truisms ; that man is man, and not a

beast ; that there is an everlasting distinction between a mere animal

and an immortal soul ; that the laborer should have his just reward

;

that all should be protected by equal laws; and that oppression

should not be tolerated in any part of our land or world. We have

been called " fanatics and incendiaries for uttering truths like these.
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They who have opposed us,—blindly it may be in many instances,

wickedly in others,—have been guilty of fanaticism and incendia-

rism. Justice was upon our side; reason and mercy were with us;

and the God of all flesh nerved our spirits to the conflict.

Allow mo to take this opportunity to say, that there is one inter-

polation in the Declaration of Sentiments which I did not like at the

time, and which I have never liked since. An esteemed friend in the

Convention thought it would take off the edge, a little, of one of

ihe allegations, if we would verify it by a reference to Scripture.

As originally written, it stood thus :
—

" That every American citizen, who retains a human being in in-

voluntary bondage as his property, is a man-stealer."

But this was amended so as to read :
—

" That every American citizen, who retains a human being in in-

voluntary bondage as his property, b (according to Scripture, Exodus
21 : 16) a man-stealer."

That weakens instead of strengthening it. It raises a Biblical

question. It makes the rights of man depend upon a text. Now, it

matters not what the Bible may say, so far as these rights are con-

cerned. They never originated in any parchment, are not dependent

upon any parchment, but are in the nature of man himself, iRTitten

upon the human faculties and powers by the finger of God. It

matters not, though all the bocks in the universe, claiming to be

never so sacred and holy, should declare that man has not a natural

and an inalienable right to himself. Those books would only deserve

to be given to the consuming fire. (Applause.) We do not base this

cause upon any book. We base it upon man, upon God in man

;

and it will stand invulnerable, whether we can prove or not, by mere

texts of Scripture, that a man has a right to his own body and his

own soul.

I believe that if the Bible denounces any one sin more than

another, it denounces the sin of oppression ; if it represents God as

being particularly incensed in his moral nature, it is in view of the

treatment of the poor, and the needy, and the outcast. Wash you;

make you clean
;
put away the evil of your doings from before mine

eyes. Cease to do evil, learn to do well ; seek judgment ; relieve

tlje oppressed ; undo the heavy burden; break every yoke, and let

the oppressed go free."

I have never refrained from making use of the Bible as a mighty
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weapon to battear down slavery ; but not to settle the question of the

right or wrong of slavery by the Bible, or any other book. Slavery

is a self-evident wrong.

It will be seen from this Declaration that, from the beginning, as

an association, we pledged ourselves to the country that our measures

should be entirely peaceful, our appeals to the reason and consciences

of men ; that we should deal in argument and entreaty, in warning

and rebuke, in exposing the iniquity and danger of slavery, and in

showing the blessmgs of liberty. We never contemplated asking of

Congress the exercise of any unconstitutional power. We never at-

tempted to stir up a slave insurrection, nor to do any thing more than

this— to reason and remonstrate with the holders of slaves, and to

leave it to their consciences to break the yoke, and set their victims

free. Yet, had we been the vilest of the vile ; had we been a band

of incendiaries and assassi .js, whose only purpose was to " cry Havoc,

and let slip the dogs of war," and have chaos come again ; we could

not have aroused against us the indignant opposition of this nation

more thoroughly or more effectively than it has been during our long

protracted struggle.

But " Wisdom is justified of her children," and the nation is get-

ting to be now clothed, and sitting in its right mind. The Anti-

Slavery cause is, at last, receiving a fair and honest verdict ; and the

approving judgment of posterity is sure. It will be admitted, ia

the future, that the Abolitionists only asked what was self-evidently

just and reasonable, humane and Christian; and that the imputations

cast upon them were vile and wicked, and made for a most villanous

purpose.

How strange it always seems, in looking hack through the course

of history, and seeing the various struggles a.ong the pathway uf time

to aid and bless the human race, that there should have existed any

hostility to those reforms ! What did the prophets say that was not

worthy of alNacceptation 7 Yet, how were they subjected to every

form of persecution ! Go back to the days of Jesus. Is it not now

a matter of universal astonishment that any fault should have been

Lu'id with him who went about doing good, who was harmless and

undefiled, who was willing to iay down his life for his enemies?

How could his brave and heroic apostles, going forth to save and ble.ss

their fellow-men, have been stigmatized as " pestilent and seditious

fellows, seeking to turn the world upside down," and as " the filth of

the earth and the offscouring of all things " ? And is it not amazing
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when we come down to Wickliffb ahd Luthkr, to Gbokqe Fox and

William Pjbnn, to Rookr Williams and John Weslby, who stood

forth the champions of religious liberty, that the people of their

generation should have seen in them any thing evil?

Will it not be ^o, in the judgment of posterity, in regard to the

Anti-Slavery struggle? While I will not say that the Abolitionists

have committed no errors, nor that they mi^ht not have done their

work in some respects better, I believe that there never was a body

of reformers better kept in spirit, or in a sound understanding as to

the best way of doing their work, than the Abolitionbts in their

efForts for the overthrow of slavery.

Signers of the Declaration of Sentiments ! when we put our names

to that instrument, how little did we understand the nature and power

of slavery, or the actual condition of our country under its corrupting

influence! How little we comprehended the trials ttirough which

we should be called to pass ! We knew that the nation was slamber<

ing, and that trumpet voices were needed to arouse it from its sleep

of death; but did we not go to our own familiar friends, to kind

neighbors and honored fellow-citizens, and expect to obtain their ap-

proval and cooperation? Did we not go to our cherished religious

denomination, or to our political party, and expect, as soon as our

appeals were made, it would give a patriotic or Christian response ?

How were we disappointed in every direction ! How, instead of

meeting with sympathy an^ encouragement, we had to face the frowns

even of those who had formerly been our near and dear acquaintances!

We have been " in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by

our own countrymen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness,

in perils among false brethren "
;
buffeted, mobbed and outlawed ; in

some instances, a price has been set upon our heads ; we have been

regarded as those who were unfit to live. Yet we have ever tried to

approve ourselves and our sacred cause ** in much patience, in aiSBic-

tions, in necessities, in distresses, in tumults, in labors, in watchings,

in fastings
; by pureness, by knowledge, by suffering, by kindness, by

love unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the power of God, by the

armor of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, by honor

and dishonor, by evil report and good report." And may we not,

without vaunting, ask, "Where is the wise? where is the scribe?

where is the disputer of this world ? Hath not God made foolish the

wisdom of this would ?
"

But thanks to God that we were early called to this great oanse!

i



m
^Qj^im be all the glory. That a moat wonderftil work has been

Qfchiepired is now admitted even hy our enemies. Wo might have

bec^ as muititudinous aa the eands on the sea »bore, as the star.s in

tho midnight sky ; yet, hud we been in the wrong, we should

have been defeated, and ground to powder. We were few, poor,

twinflaential, obscure; and yet a mighty work has been performed,

is it of the Abolitionists? No; it is of God. It is because truth

is mighty, and no weapon that has ever been or ever can be fashioned,

oan prosper against it. It is because, in a righteous movement, "ono

shall chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to flight." It is

because " ever the right comes uppermost, and ever is justice done."

We were told, all along, that if our principles should be reduced

to practice, and our measures carried out, there would be the most

terrible consequences both to the master and to the slave ; that soci-

ety would be overturned, and every part of the South red with blood

and conflagration. What has been the result? The work of eman-

cipation is going on, not in a peaceful state of society, but in tho

midst of civil war, the worst time in which to try such an experi-

ment— civil war upon a colossal scale. Yet as the slaves emerge

from the house of bondage, how docile and peaceable is their con-

duct! They are behaving not only as well as we said they would,

bat transcending even our anticipations and prophecies. (Applause.)

Wherever they have been tried, whether merely in digging ditches,

trenches and rifle pits, or whether " arme'd and equipped as the law

directs for military duty," they have discharged their responsibilities

in the most faithful manner. In my judgment, it stamps them as a

remarkable people ; so remarkable, that I real iy have in my mind

great doubts whether any other people upon the face of the earth

could go through the same suflerings and degradation, and come out

with so much credit to iheiijselves. (Applause.)

Danger in giving men justice? Danger in protecting cradles

from the kidnapper ? Danger in allowing the husband and wife to

be safe together? Danger in paying the laborer honestly for his

work? How insane the nation has been ! Slavery demonizes those

whom it possesses. It calls good evil, and evil good ; it puts light

for darkness, and darkness for light. They who are possessed by it

are rendered lunatics. There never was a man yet '.vho could reason-

sanely in favor of slavery. It is not practicable to frame a sound

argument in favor of wrong-doing. God does no^ allow that to be

possible. If Gabriel himself should try it, he would only be morally .

fiwlish in proportion to his intellectual powers.
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By the help of G«id we have continued to this day ; and we have

great reason to be thankful. But our work as Abolitionists is not

yet done. The question h doubtless in your minds,— Is this the

time, or will the next annual meeting of the American Anti-Slavcry

Society be the time, for dissolving our association ? That remains to

be seen. I do hope in God that this coming session of Congress will

enable us, in May next, to dissolve the American Anti-Slavery Soci-

ety. (Applause.) If that body will only abolish slavery, I pledge

tfie country that there shall be no more anti-slavery agitation. As

everybody seems to desire to get rid of this kind of agitation, the

shortest method is to abolish slavery, which is the sole cause of the

agitation. {Renewed applause.)

Bat if, on coming together next May, slavery shall not have been

abolished, then our work will not have been completed ; and we are

pledged by the Declaration, and by our relations to God and to those

in bonds, not to give up until every slave in the land is set free.

• Then our anti-slavery societies will, in the nature of things, termi-

nate. We are organized to abolish slavery ; when slavery is abol-

ished, of course our mission ends, in that particular. But our work

for humanity will not end. We shall put forth strenuous efforts to

give light and knowledge to the emancipated, and to make their free-

dom a blessed boon to tb^mselves and the republic.

How many times, in anti-slavery meetings, have I read,— so de-

scriptive of the imperative duty and the cheering results of emanci-

pation,— the 58th chapter of Isaiah, in which God expresses his ab-

horrence of a sham fast, and amiourilies the true fast ! It is not to

bow down the head as a bulrush, nor to put on sackcloth and ashes,

but to undo the heavy burdens, break every yoke, and let the op-

pressed go free. How many times have I read the promises con-

nected with obedience to^his command! Now we are in the midst

of the breaking of yokes, and we are to see whether God will bo true

as to the promised results of emancipation. I aver that those

promises are being fulfilled literally, and in the most remarkable

manner. First— "Then shall thy light break forth as the morning,

and thy darkness shall be as the noon-day." No cutting of throats;

no firing of plantations; but the substitution of light for darkness.

Now, what do we see? Following close upon the army, almost ia

the midst of shot and shell and Greek fire, the way being opened, we
have an army of missionaries and teachers going down to the South,

to scatter light among those who have been so long Bitting in dark*



in thft regioMa and shadow of death. Most speedy and mar-

Tfl}|0il|s fulfilment of the promise

!

Next---"Then shall thy health spring forth speedily." Do you

8i»fijM3ed tliere h not to be a great improvement in their physical con>

flUtioa when these imbrated millions are snatched away from the

^re^river's lash? But look at this promise from another point of

yiew. You know that the rebels congratulated themselves upon the

thipmng out of our forces at New Orleans and at Vicksburg hj

" Yellow Jack," as they call the yellow fever. Yet the result has

been that, since ** the Yankees " have gone down there, with Gen.

BuzfiEB and Gen. Gjoamt to lead them, there has been no Yellow Jack

!

Liberty ^as gone into sanitary measures, and the fever has disap-

peared.

Finally—<'Then shalt thou call, and I will answer; thou shalt

cry, and I will say, Here I am. Thou shalt be like a watered

garden whose waters iail not; and they that shall be of thee shall build

the old waste places; thou shalt be called. The repairer of the *

breach) The restorer of paths to dwell in ; for the mouth of the Lord

of hosts hath spoken it." It iS only a question of time,—and time

not far distant,— for all these promises to be literally fulfilled. The

highest juiitice is the path of safety, and the best political economy.

The meeting adjourned to 3, P. M.

FIRST DAY—AmsENooN Sbssion.

J. M. McKiM called attention to the fact that upon the platform

was a veritable slave Aucticn-Block, captured fi'om the Alexandria

slave-prison.

Thb Vmeromi. The first letter to be |^ad this afternoon is from

Hon. B. Gbatz Brown, of Missouri, who, for a number of years, has

taken his life in his hands, and been an uncompromising advocate of

Hie abolition of slavery in that State. He has been hated, proscribed,

ostracised. Who ever dreamed that Missouri would eventually ele-

vate him, a radical, thorough-going Abolitionist, to the Senate of the

United States? (Applause.)

St. Louis, Nov. 21, 1863.

My Dbar Sib:

Your very kind note of the 12th inst. was received stme days

^sinpe, and would have been responded to earlier, and more »^ length,
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but for a sad domestic bereavement tl at bas very mucb prostrated

me. It will be necassary for me to be in Wasbington city two or

tbree days before the session begins, but I will endeavor to take Phil-

adelphia in my route, and be preeont with you for a brief period, if

it be possible. So far as my feeling is concerned, I can assure you

that I appreciate, more than most persons so far away, the great in-

fluence of the Anti-Slavery Society in arousing th'j nation to a sense

of the sin of slavery that was bending it beneath the yoke, and in

confirming our people in the resolution to do away with it at every

hazard. God in his great Providence seems to have shaped this

Revolution to carry forward that resolve, sharply by the edge of the

sword ; but more potently and enduriugly by the Vast augmentation

of moral power and the deep stirring of national instincts which have

been called forth by the struggle. For our own State of Missouri,

I believe I may now say that the work of deliverance is well-nigh

done—would have been done long since but for the interposition of

federal influence, civil and military, to sustain slavery and the slave

dynasty. But even these things cannot long be— the end of all

sham doing is ax. hand, and, in the long hereafter, Missouri, be

assured, will sternly keep her faith with freedom.

I remain, Sir, very truly, yours,

B. GRATZ BHOWN.
Wm. Lloyd Gakrison, Boston, Mass.

The Pbbsident. The next letter is from another Senator of the

United States., whose name will be his own highest eulogy

—

Chaeles

Sumner, of Massachusetts. (Applause.)

Boston, 1st December, 1863.

My Dear Sir:

I shall not be able to take part in the proceedings to which you
kindly invite me; but wherever I may be, I shall unite in your

thanksgivings that God has already allowed so much of the good work
to be accomplished, and by visible assurances enabled us to see clearly

that slavery will soou be at an end.

It is sad to think that this infinite good is reached only through

the fiery processes of war— so contrary to all your desires and to all

mine. But we have not been choosers. The alternative has not

been ours. To save the Republic— to save civilization— to save

our homes from degradation— to save ourselves from participation

in unutterable crime and baseness— it has been necessary to rally

the country against a rebellion, whose single object is the exaltation

of slavery. Never before in history was there a war so necessary

and just as that which we are compelled to wage, and never before

was there a war which promised such transcendant results. •

It is only when the rebellion is seen in its true light, as sldvertf in

arms, seeking dominion and recognition—at home and abroad—



fiad tbe true measure of our duties. Of co urse, every

OHoaoWeioii to the rebetiiod— all parley with it— is & voluatary

assaEption of its gui 1 1.

; *od your associates have stood firm for many years. Such
pious fidelity must have its reward in un a^roving conscience ; but it

oahnot be forgotten hereafter on earth or in heaven.

And may (iod continue to bless the good cause, and to bless you,

who have labored so nobly!

Balteve me, my dear Sir, with much regard, very faithfully yours,

CHARLES SUMNER.
Wm. Lloyd Ctabbison, Esq.

TujB . Presidsnt. The last letter to be read this afternoon is from

one of the signeis of the Declaration, Simeon S. Jocelyn, now of

New York. I became acquainted with him almost as soon as I

entered into the Anti-Slavery cause, and found him one of its warm-

est and truest friends. He has labored from that hour to the present

unceasingly in its behalf. 1 found him preaching to a small congre*

gation of colored people in New Haven ; his sympathies having been

drawn out at a very early period towards that class of people in our

land.

New York, Dec. 2, 1863.

Wm, Lloyd Garrison:

Dkar Sir^— Your invitation to me to bo present at the Third

Decade of the American Anti-Slavery Society was duly received, for

which please receive my thanks.

I have hoped to be present on the occasion so deeply interesting

to those of us who, thirty years ago, under circumstances of great

solemnity, adopted the memorable Declaration of Sentiments and

Purposes, (drawn up by your own hand,) and consecrated ourselves

to the work of securing, under Divine Providence, the liberty of the

millions of our colored brethren in this land under the most terrible

bondage known upon earth.

I fii-cl it impossible for mo to be present on the first day of the

convocation, and at this late hour, I can but feebly hope that I may
be with you ou Friday, such is the pressure of duty here this week
connected with the cause among the freedmen at many points.

May the season be to all one of precious remiembrances, devout

thanksgiving, and the most earnest renewal of purpose and efibrt for

the complete extirpation of slavery, and thereby the overthrow of

the rebellion, the salvation of the country, and the relief, instruction

and perpetual elevation and blessing of the millions rushing from

the house of bondage, now opened by the God of the oppressed, who
has made bare His arm " for their deliverance !

I have the utmost coofidence that the deerce of freedom for three
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roillions of the enslaved in the rebel States; by President Limcoln,

never bo revoked, but that the proclamation oF liberty " to all

the 'inhabitants of the land " is early in order. But the hydra-headed

monster will struggle to the death ; and the object ccnlemplated by

the meeting and the Society, to move the whole people, and through

them the government, to the issue, together with every possible labor

of all the friends of God and humanity, will all be demanded.
With judgments and repentance, the desired results will be ilttained.

But, with gratitude, courage and joy, let us still " press the battle

to the gate." May the Divine favor attend your deliberations, and
crown the doings of 'the Convention with untold blessings upon the

oppressed and their benefactors !

Truly, yours, S. S. JOCELYN.

SPEECH OF J. MILLER McKIM.

I comply cheerfully with your request, Mr. Chairman, though iho

task it assigns me is not in all respects an easy one. To look back

upon the origin of this Society, and run the eye down its course to

the present time, and then submit the reminiscences suggested, and

to do it all in the space of a single short speech, is a task requiring'

powers of condensation beyond my ' »reten8ions.

There is another difficulty about it. To give an account of a

movement with which one's own personal history— at least in his

own mind— is inseparably identified, without violating one of the

first rules of good taste in a speaker, demands a degree of phraseo-

logical skill which but few possess. The word J is perhaps the ugli-

est as well as the shortest in the English language. It is a word

which careful parents teach their children never to use— either in

the nominative, possessive or objective case, except on compulsion

;

yet it is a word without which I cannot possibly get on in the duty

you have assigned me.

But having accepted my part, I accept also its conditions. And
this I do all the more readily from certain advantages likely to

accrue from it. " From one learn all," the adage says. The history

of one Abolitionist, howsoever humble, even though it be for a day,

is the history, to that extent, of every other Abolitionist —and of

the cause. There are people here, doubtless, who are ignorant of

the character of Abolitionism and Abolitionists. Let us for once,

Mr. Chairman, give them an inside view. Let us lay aside reserve,

and speak with a freedom which in other circumstances would hardly

be justifiable.
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^Eliirty-onfr years ago,'this witness was a stadent at Andovor ?be-

Seminar/. While there, a desire, which, for more than a

year, had oonsumed him, culminated into a purpose. In the depths

Off his soul and before Qod, he c-onsecrated himself to the work of a

nunioiMry among the heathen. What his precise motives were, it is

sot oeceasary here to inquire. That they were of a mixed character,

partaking not a little of the ardor and romance of youth, subsequent

refleotion has lefl no room to doubt.

There was another student at the Seminary, whose v'ewie and feel-

ings were in harmony with my own, and who joined in this vow of

self-oonseoration. His name was Daniel E. Jeweit. I mention

him for reasons which will presently be obvious.

I had been at Andover but a short time— less than two months

—

when a severe domestic affliction— the death of my eldest brother

—

called me away; and I returned to my home in Carlisle, in this

State, where I had been born and bred.

For two or three years previous to the period now referred to, the

country—a very considerable portion of it— had been in a state of

high religions excitement. Every where people's attention was

directed with unusual earnestness to the subject of personal religion.

Since the days of Whitsield, it was said, there had been no excite-

ment equal to it in depth and intensity ; but toward the latter part of

1883, this excitement began to subside. The "revivals," as they

were called, which followed this period, and which were got up by

the machinery of «' protracted meetings " and other appliances, were,

for the most part, mere imitations— simulations; without depth and

without earnestness.

With the subsidence of this religious excitement in the country,

the feelings of the sincere and enlightened who had shared in it began

to take a new turn. Their attention was called away from them-

selves to the condition of others. They had made sufficient progress

in the divine life to anderstand that cardinal injunction : " Let no

man seek his own, but every one his neighbor's v eal."

About this time I happened one day, in a bavber-shop, to pick up

» newspaper, the columns of which I found St led with discussions of

the sabjeot of slavery. It was a question to which my attention had

never before been directed. The ps.per interested me exceedingly.

Its vigor of style and the boldness of its argument were striking.

If was the Liberator. 1 1»ok it home with me, read it carefully,

and came back the next day to talk about it. An argument arpw
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between me and the barber, in which that gentleman had greatly the

advantage. He gave me a book to take Lome with me : it wjjs a

thick pamphlet, of about the size and appearance of the Atlaiitic

Monthly, and was entitled g Thoughts on Colonization." Its author

was Wm. LiiOTD GrAEaisoN. I read it at one sitting. The scales

fell from my eyes. The whole truth was revealed to me. The evil

of slavery, the vulgar cruelty of prejudice against color, the duty of

the country and of every man in it toward the black man, were as

plain as if they had been written out before me in letters of fire.

From that time to this, I have been an Abolitionist. From that tin.e

to this, I have regarded my friend John Peck, the colored barber, as

one of ray best benefactors.

In the latter part of 1833, 1 learned that there was to be a Con-

vention in Philadelphia, for the purpose of forming a National

Anti-Slavery Society. This information I derived from my Andover

friend, Daniel E. Jbwbtt. He wrote to me, begging that I would

come to the meeting. He dwelt feelingly upon the condition of the

two and a quarter million (that was the figure ihan) of our unoffend-

ing fellow-men held in bondage, and urged me not i,o be insensible to

their claims. " How do you know, my brother," ho said, " that this

may not be the work to which you have, unconsciously, dedicated

yourself? How do you know that this is not the very field which

your yearnings have been foreshftdowing ?
"

I laid what he said to heart, and determined to attend the Conven-

tion. The little band of pronoixnced Abolitionists in Carlisle— all

of whom were black, except myself— appointed me a delegate, and

I set ofif for the city. It was in the day of stage-coaehes, before the

new era of railroads, and I was two days in coming. I stopped at the

" Indian Queen," in 4th street, then considered one of our best hotels.

The style of caravansera known as the "first-class hotel" was not

then known—out of Boston. Your "Tremont House," I believe,

was at that time in the full tide of successful experiment. I lost no

time, the next morning after my arrival, in presenting myself, ac-

cording to directions, at the house of Friend Evan Lewis, in dtii

street, above Cherry. Mr. Lkwis was editor of a Quaker anti-

slavery journal, called The Advocate of TnUh. He waa a faithful

friend of the cause, as well as one of the most prominent at that time

in Philadelphia. With friend Lbwis I went to the Convention. It

met in the Adelphi Building, in 5th street, below Walnut Its pro-

oeediags 4ime Dot B8oret,<fckougb'they were, neveiilMlcBS, not tiuEOwn

6
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op&x hj advertisement to the public. There were eome sixty or

seventjr delegates present, and a few spectators, who had been especi-

ally invited. A small nuciber, it will be said, for a Natiouai Con-

vention. But at that time, it must be remembered, the movement
was 'U its inoipiency. The cloud of Abolitionism was not even so

big a man's hand. Now it covers the heavens

!

W^hen I entsred the hall—which was on the morning of the second

day— the prooeedingR had begun; though, as I soon learned, there

was no cpecific business before the meeting. A Committee had been

appointed tfee day before, consisting of Wm. Lloyd Gtarbison, Sam-

UBL J. May, TSdwin P. Atleb, and others, to draw up a declaration

of Sentiments; and the Convention was now expecting "'-eir report.

While waiting, Dr. Abraham L. Cox read a poem addressed to Mr.

Q-ABRiBON, written by John G. Whittiee, at that time a young

author) comparatively unknown to fame. You remember the piet?

:

" Champion of tboae whp groaui beneath

Oppression'a iron hand, ^

In view of penary, hate and death,

1 8ee thee fearless stand.

• «***•*
" I love thee with a brother's love ;

I feel my pulses thrill

To mark thy spirit soar above

The oiond of human ill."

After the poem, Lbwis Tappan arose, and delivered a glowing

eulogy upon Mr. Gaeeison. He related two very striking anecdotes,

which, though I remember them distinctly, I shall not, in this pres-

ence, repeat. He concluded by saying that it had not been his pur-

pose to eulogize Mr. Gabbison ; that what he said was said in no

^irit of panegyric, but as a matter of fidelity to truth and to the

cause. Mr. Gabbison had been struck at as a representative of the

cause. It was our duty, he said, to repel these assaults ; to vindicate

our faithful pioneer from the calumnies and misrepresentations* of

the enemy, and to stand by him "through evil report and through

good report."

Thia was the first specimen I had had of what has since been called

mutual admiration." And here let me say that the charge implied

in the use made of this phrase is without just foundation. When
Abolitionists praise their representative men, it is for the reason

giqjgested by Mr. lAPeAN. It is to defend them against the shafts
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of pro-slavery malice and calumny. It is from a sacred regard to

truth and the interests and honor of the cause ; and i,. no spirit of

adulation, " mutual " or otherwise.

And—if you will allow me still further to digress— 1 will add

that the charge against us of using needlessly hard and denunciatory

language is equally without foundation. Why, sir, last night, while

Mr. Garrison was speaking, several gentlemen—new converts to

the cause— left the house because the speaker was too tame ! Their

hate of slavery and slaveholders, and all that belongs to the system,

is so intense, that Mr. Garrison's terms of condemnation were not

strong enough to relieve their minds. They are of a class whom iha

speaker sometimes meets, one of whom on • a certain occasion repre-

sented himself as belonging to the " Five Nations." He was a gen-

tlemanly, mild-looking pers(fi—any thing but a savage in appear-

ance— and being asked what ho meant by so styling himself, he ex-

plained by saying he was for giving the rebel slaveholders " confisca-

tion, emancipation, ruination, extirpation and damnation." Parson

Brownlow, also a new convert to the cause—the same that once

persecuted the saints—is of this class. He is represented as saying

that he is " for giving the slaveholding rebels ' Greek fire ' in this

world, and hell fire in the next." Now, Mr. Chairman, this is not

the language nor is it the spirit of the old Abolitionists. The

charge of using hard and acrimonious language lies not properly at

our door.

But to return from my digression. Mr. Tappai^'s speech was

interrupted by the announcement that Mr. Garrison and the rest of

the Committee were coming in with their report. They haJ pre-

pared a draft of a Declaration, and it devolved upon Dr. Edwin P.

Atf.ee to read it. After the reading, followed criticism of its con-

tents— or, rather, criticism of some of its phrases; for, as a whole,

the paper commended itself at once to all who heard it. Thomas

Shipley, that good man and faithful friend of the slave, objected to

the word *' man-stealer " as applied indiscriminately to the slavehold-

ers. To this it was replied that the term was an eminently proper

one ; that it described the exact relation between the master and the

slave. It was urged that things should be called by their right

names ; that Luther had said he would call a hoe a hoe, and a

spade a spade." Besides, it was added, it was a scriptural phrase,

and the chapter and verse were quoted in which it was used. This

mollified frieud Shiplbt, though it did not sot his mind entirely at
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Tftsi At length, some one suggested that the term should be retained,

but t^t it should be preceded by the v;ord8, "according to Scrip-

ture," This met the diflSculty, a»d the paper was amended so as to

read : " Every American citizen who holds a human ueing in invol-

untary bondage as his property, is, according to Scripture, (Esodus

21 : 16,) a man-stealer."

Among the speakers, while the Declaration was under discussion,

were two who interested me particularly. One was a countryman

dressed in the plainest garb, and in appearance otherwise not par-

ticularly calculated to excite expectation. His manner was angu-

lar, and his rhetoric not wbat would be ealled graceful. But his

matter was solid, and as clear as a bell. It had the ring of the

genuine metal, and was, moreover, pat to the point in question.

When he sat down—which he did aflir a very brief speech— the

question was asked : " Who is that ? " and the answer came

:

" Thoma9 Whitson, of Lancaster county, in this State."

The other speaker was a woman. I had never before heard a

woman speak at a public meeting. She said but a few words, but

these were spoken so modestly, in such sweet tones, and yet withal so

decisively, that no one could fail to be pleased. And no one did fail

to be pleased. She apologized for what might be regarded as an

intrusion ; but she was assured by the Chairman and others that what

she had said was very acceptable. The Chairman added his hope

that " the lady " would not hesitate to give expression to any thing

that might occur to her during the course of the proceedings.

This debate on the Declaration took place in Committee of the

Whole. After one or two slight verbal changes, the Committee

arose, and reported the document to the Convention. It was adopted

unanimously, and ordered to be engrossed. The next morning, being

the last session of the Convention, it was brought in engrossed and

ready for signature. Before the work of signing began, it was agreed

that it should be read once more. The task was assigned to our

friend, Samuel J. Max, who performed it with much feeling. At

times his emotion was such as to prevent him for awhile from pro-

ceeding. The same feeling pervaded the audience. Then followed

infermally, the ceremony of signing. Each one, as he came up to

put his name to the instrument, showed by his manner, and, in some

instances, by his words, that he was doing a very solemn thing.

By this time I had come to be tolerably well acquainted with the

Convention, both as a whole, and in its individual members. My
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part in the proceedings had been, and was to the end, a silent one.

The only distinction I enjoyed was that of beii ; youngest mem-

ber of the body.

Looking back upon this interesting occasion, the whole thing comes

up before me with the distinctness of a picture. I see the Conven-

tion just as it sat in that little hall of the Adelphi Buildirg. I see

the President, Beriah Green, of Oneida Institute, sitting on an emi-

nence in the west end of the hail ; at either side of him the two Sec-

retaries, Lewis Tappan and John G. Whittiee.

Mr. Green, though as it proved one of the best men that could

have been had for the office, was not the person originally contem-

plated for Chairman. The Abolitionists at that time, like other

people, had an idea that a Convention would not be a Convention

without a mar, with a great name to serve as Chairman ; therefore,

when the delegates came to Philadelphia,^he first thing they did was

to cast about for some man of distinction to preside. They called on

Thomas Wistar, a venerable and wealthy member of the Society of

Friends; but he declined. Then they waited upon Mr. Roberts

Vaux, an aged and highly respected citizen, whose social position

and reputation as a philanthropist indicated him as a proper person

to preside over the meeting. He received the Committee politely,

and Ibtened to them courteously. He sympathized with them in

their general object ; he was opposed to slavery, and would be glad

to see it abolished; but— and then followed the usual objections;

and, in short, while grateful for the honor rendered him, Mr. Vaux
begged leave respectfully to decline.

Discouraged in their attempts to find a great man for Chairman,

the delegation concluded to select for this purpose one of their own

number ; and 1 be choice fell upon Beriah Green. A better man
could not have been selected. Though of plain exterior and unim-

posing presence, Mr. Green was a man of learning and superior abil-

ity ; in every way above the average of so-called men of eminence.

Mr. Tappan, who sat at his right, was a jaunty, man-of-the-world

looking person; well dressed and handsome; with a fine voice and

taking appearance. "Whittier, who sat at his left, was quite as fine

looking, though in a different way. He wore a dark frock coat with

standing collar, which, with his thin hair, dark and sometimes flash-

ing eyes, and black whiskers— not large, but noticeable in those un-

Mirsute days—gave him, to my then unpractised eye, quite as much
of a military as a Quaker aspect. His broad, square forehead and
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well<^t features, aided by his incipient reputation as a poet, made

him quite a noticeable feature in the Convention. '

These were the officers of the meeting; the reat were all upon-

a

dead level of equality. There were no distinctions tolerated among

the members. At an early stage of the proceedings, it was deter-

mined that no titles should be given or received ; no Honorables,

I)octoF6, or Esquires. Men were to be recognized as men, and all

&otitious distinctions discarded. It was a levdling Convention, in

the best sense cf that word.

It is impossible, Mr. Chairman, to look back upon those days

without notioing that Time, with his re- 'seless scythe, has been at

his inevitable work. Death has thinned our numbers. Some of

the best members of that Convention have gone to their rest.

Among these was good Thomas Shipley, whose departure Whittiee

has so beautifully commei|orated

:

" Gone to fthy Heavenly Father's rest,

The flowers of Eden round thee blowing,

And on thine ears the murmurs blest

Of Siloa's waters gently flowing.

• **«•**
" 0 lovtiu of thousands ! to thy grave,

Sorrowing of heart, thy brethren bore thee;

The poor man and the rescued slave •
Wept as the braken earth closed o'er thee."

Evan Lewis, another of the Philadelphia delegates, took his de-

parture soon after the holding of the Convention. He was an able

and faithful friend of the cause, and performed his part well.

Though dead, he yet speaketh. She who was the partner of his toils

while he lived, remains to finish the task which they had jointly

imdertaken ; and the mantle of the father has, in a good measure,

fallen upon the shoulders of his children.

Dr. Edwin Atlbb, the younger, another Philadelphia member of

the Convention, passed early from the scene of conflict. Faithful

and true to the cause while he lived, he left, in his good name, an

inheritance of which his children may well be proud, and which

should ever be a stimulus to them in works of well-doing.

Of the members of the Convention who remain, I shall not speak.

Quite a number are here to speak for themselves. Among them I

may be excused for mentioning the three who are respectively the

President and Vice-Presidents of the Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery

Society ; Jami» Mott, Bobbbt Puavis, and Thomas Whitson.
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Mr. Moot, when I saw him at the Adelphi Building, thirty years

ago, was in the prime of manhood. He was tall, and a3 straight as

an arrow ; his sandy hair untouched by the frosts of time. Thomas

Whitson was also in the prime of life ; tall, hearty, and progressive.

His full shock of stubborn brown hair showed that he had not yet

reached the climax of his vigor. He was stalwart in body and robust

in mind, and ready for a tussle with" any opponent. Mr. Purvis was

in the full bloom of opening manhood ; ardent, impetuous, and over-

flowing with enthusiasm. You will remember the speech he made,

Mr. Chairman— so exactly like himself. Impassioned, full of invec-

tive, bristling with epithets, denouncing " that diabolical and fiendish

system of atrocity, American slavery, and that equally rapacious,

and, if possible, still more detestable scheme, the infamous Coloniza-

tion Society."

At that Convention there were no adjournments for dinner. We
sat daily from ten o'clock A. M. till dark, without recess. We had

meat to eat which those who have never been " caught up into the third

heaven " of first princijJles wot not of. The last hours of the Con-

vention were especially impressive. I had never before, nor have I

ever since, witnessed any thing fully equal to it. The deep religious

spirit which had pervaded the meeting from the, beginning became still

deeper. The evidence of the Divine presence and the Divine ap-

proval were palpable. Had we heard a voice saying, " Put oflF thy

shoes from oflF thy feet, for the ground whereon thou standest is holy

ground," our convictions could scarcely have been clearer.

Those who were there will never forget the address with which

President Geeen closed the Convention. The concluding part of that

Address was somewhat as follows

:

" Brethren, it has been good to be here. In this hallowed atmos-

phere I have been revived anii refreshed. This brief interview has

more than repaid me for all that I have ever suflFered. I have here

met congenial minds ; I have rejoiced in sympathies delightful to

the soul. Heart has beat responsive to heart, and the holy work of

seeking to benefit the outraged and despised has proved the most
blessed employment.

" But now we must retire from these balmy influence?, and breathe

another atmosphere. The chill hoar frost will be upon us. The
storm and tempest will rise, and the waves of persecution will dash

against our souls. Let us be prepared for the worst. Let us fasten

ourselves to the throne of God as with hooks of steel. If we cling

not to Him, our names to that document will be but as dust.

" Let us court no applause ; indulge in no spirit of vain boastitg.
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Let na he assoreJ that our only hope in grappling with the bony
Btonster is in an Arm that is stronger than ours. Let m fix our

gaxe on God, and walk in the light of His countenance. If our

cause be just— and we know it is— His omnipotence is pledged to

its triumph. Let this cause be entwined around the very fibres of

our hearts. Let our hearts grow to it, so that nothing but death can

Bandar the bond."

As Mr. Gbb^ finished, he lifted up his voice in prayer ; and such

a prayer is rarely heard. Its fervency and faith seemed to illustrate

whftt the speaker had said about " taking hold of the throne as with

hooks of steel," and " gazing upon the very face of God."

But, Mr. Ohairman, I have been speaking for three-quarters of an

hour, and have as yet scarcely touched the threshold of my subject.

Reminiscences ! They come upon me so thick and fast that the

whole time of this Convention would not sufGice to give them expres-

sion. Here I have been lingering over a few of the incidents of the

first three days of the great anti-slavery epoch : what shall I say of

the whole thirty years which have followed, every day of which has

been ireighticd with an event— every hour with some striking inci-

dent !

I must now stop, and give place to others. I have already oon-

samed more than my fair share of the time. We have more than a

score of able speakers here, every one of whom has a prescriptive

right to be heard. So, without further words, I abruptly close.

At the request of Mr. Gaeeison, the signers of the Declaration of

Sentiments arose, and the Allowing were found to be present: Isaac

WiHSLOW, Obson S. Mueray, William Lloyd Garbison, Samuel

Joseph May, Robbbt Puevis, Baetholombw Fussbll, Enoch Mack,

James Millxb McELim, Thomas Whitbon, James Moit, James Mc-

Ckummbll.*

Samuel J. May. There were others who were members of the

Convention, whose names were not signed to the Declaration ; and I

look back with a feeling of shame to the fact, that there were four or

five women

—

Lucebttia Mott» Esthbe Mooeb, Lydia White, Sid-

nxi Ann Lewis—who did us good service; who spoke, and spoke

always to the purpose ; and I remember that, in one or two instances,

tiaey relieved us from diflEiculties into which we had got ourselves in

^'^Sm -Appendix B.
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the discussion. Perfectly well I remember them. Why were their

names not signed to the Declaration ? It shows that we were in the

dark on the subject. But their names shou'd always go down to pos-

terity as active members of the Convention ; and I desire that they

should be remembered as having taken an active and important part

with us.

Mary Grew. Why were their names not signed ?

Mr. May. Because we had no conception of the rights ofwomen.

Because it would then have been thought an impropriety ; a thought

at which we all laugh now.

Mr. Garrison. To show the spirit which prevailed in that Con-

vention, of unusual liberality certainly for those times, let me read

two resolutions therein adopted

:

Resolved, That the cause of Abolition eminently deserves the

countenance and support of American women, inasmuch as one mil-

lion of their colored sisters are pining in abject servitude— as their

example and influence operate measurably as laws to society— and
as the exertions of the females of Great Britain have been signally

instrumental in liberating eight hundred thousand slaves in the Colo-

nies.

Resolved, That we hail the establishment of Ladies' Anti-Slavery

Societies as the harbinger of a brighter day, and that we feel great

confidence in the efficiency of their exertions ; and that those ladies

who have promptly come forth in this great work are deserving the

thanks of those who are ready to perish.

You remember that in 1840, our friend, then Miss Abby Kellby,

was placed on our Business Committee, and the American Anti-

Slavery Society was broken asunder, and almost entirely ship-

wrecked. But we have got bravely over it ; and now there is no

question in any part of our country that is free, in regard to the

right of woman to speak as freely as man speaks, and to be as freely

heard.

LucRETiA MoTT. I deem it but just to state, that although we
were not recognized as a part of the Convention by signing the docu-

ment, yet every courtesy was shown to us, every encouragement to

speak, or to make any suggestions of alterations in the document, or

any others. I do not think it occurred to any one of us at that time,

that there would be a propriety in our signing the document. In the

evening, at our house, I remember a conversation with our fiiend

6
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not expect that women should be fully rooognized in such assemblages

as that, while the monopoly of the pulpit existed. It was with diffi-

dence, I acknowledge, that I ventured to express what had been near

to my heart for so many years, for I knew that we were there by suf-

ferance. It was after the Convention had gathered on the second

day, that the invitation was sent out. Thomas Whitson came to our

house with an invitation to women to come there as spectators or as

listeners. I felt such a desire that others than those assembled at our

own house should hear, that I wanted to go here and there, and notify

persons to go ; but I was asked not to use up the whole morning in

notifying others, for we must try and be there ourselves. When I

rose to speak, with the knowledge that we were there by sufferance,

and it would be only a liberty granted that I should attempt to ex-

press myself, such ^/us the readiness with which that freedom was

granted, that it inspired me with a little more boldness to speaic on

other subjects.

When this Declaration, that has been read to us here to-day, and

that we have so often delighted to hear, was under consideration, and

we were considering our principles and our intended measures of

action ; when our friends felt that they were planting themselves on

the truths of Divine Revelation, and on the Declaration of Inde-

pendence, as an Everlasting ".ock, it seemed to me, as I heard it

read, that the climax would be better to transpose the sentence, and

place the Declaration of Independence first, and the truths of Divine

Bevelation last, as the Everlasting Rock; and I proposed it. I

remember one of the younger members, Daniel E. Jbwbtt, turning

to see what woman there was there who knew what the word " trans-

pose " meant. (Laughter.)

It has been honestly confessed that there was not, at that time, a

conception of the rights of woman. Indeed, women little knew their

influence, or the proper exercise of their own rights. I remember

that it was urged upon us, immediately after that Convention, to

form a Female Anti-Slavery Society ; and at that time, I had no idea

of the meaning of preambles and resolutions and votings. Women
had never been in any assemblies of the kind. I had only attended

one Convention— a Convention of colored people in this State

—

before that ; and that was the first time in my life I had ever heard

a vote taken, being accustomed to our Quaker way of getting the

prevailing sentiment of the meeting. When, a short time after, we
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came together to form the Female Anti-Slavery Society, which I am

r^'ioiced to say is still extant, still flourishing, there was not a wo-

capable of taking the chair, and organizing that meeting in due

order; and we had to call on James McCkummkll, a colored man, to

give us aid in the work. You know that at that time, and even to

the present day, negroes, idiots and women were in legal documents

classed together ; so that we were very glad to get one of our own

class (laughter) to come and aid us in formirg that Society.

SPEECH OF REV. SAMUEL J. MAY.

I have also been asked for reminiscences. May I be permitted to

commence a little further back than the formation of this Society ?

The greatest event in my mora! or spiritual life occurred on the

evening when I first heard our friead William Lloyd Garrison, in

Boston, in the Fail of 1830. I was so impressed by his words, that

a resolution was formed in my soul, from that moment, to dedicate

myself to the cause of the slave. I was called on to preach in the

city of Boston the following Sunday. I am ashamed to say that I

had nothing at all, in any of the sermons I had taken with me, bear-

ing in the least on this great subject. But, fortunately, I had a

sermon on Prejudice. So I appended to that hastily, in pencil, an

application of the doctrine of the sermon to the condition of the cpl-

ored people in our country. I delivered the sermon. I will not

stop now to describe to you the efi'ect that it had upon the audience.

The reminiscence is called to my mind merely by what has been said

this afternoon respecting the early influence of woman. The excite-

ment was very great. The minister of the church was exceedingly

angry, and spoke to me in terms of stem reproof, and said I should

never enter his pulpit again. As I passed out of the house, I saw

on all hands that an unusual emotion had been awakened throughout

the congregation. When I arrived at the vestibule of the church, I

found it well-nigh filled with persons talking busily together about

the strange utterance to which they had listened. A woman, press-

ing through the crowd, stepped up to me, her countenance suflFused

with emotion, the tears trickling down her cheeks, and had the cour-

age to stretch forth her hand to me, and say, " Mr. May, I thank you.

What a shame it is that I, who have now been for nearly thirty years

attending meeting in what are called Christian churches, have never

before heard an earnest appeal on behalf of the wronged and outraged
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oolored people of oor oountry ! " I shall never forget that woman.

It was an event that sent deep into my soul that reverence which I

now feel for woman. (Applause.)

The first letter that you read this morning brought to my mind

another reminiscence which antedates the meeting that formed' this

Society. Early in the Spring of that year, a noble woman, PRunsMOB

O&iiHDALL, in the town of Canterbury, Conn., in the simplest and

most unostentatious manner, led to it by an event which she neither

courted nor sought to avoid, proflFered her school, which had attained

some reputation, to the children of colored persons, and such others

as pleased to send their children with them. The excitement can

better be imagined than described. The people rose almost in a body,

and the poor woman was overwhelmed with expressions of abhorrence

and determined opposition. Of course, I went to her, and proflFered

her such aid as I could give: Without entering into the narrative

at all, I will merely say that, in a day or two, I found myself sol-

emnly pledged to test the question of that woman's right under the

law to open a school for colored persons— a right which they called

in question. I had pledged myself to Andebw T. Judson, after-

wards one of the Judges of the Supreme Court of the United States,

who was her principal persecutor, to try that question from the low-

est court In Canterbury to the highest court in the United States.

He said tauntingly to me, Ho ! ho ! Bo you know what you under-

take?" "Perhaps I don't," was my reply. "It will cost you

money—a vast deal of money." " It may," said I. I had not con-

sulted an individual, excepting ^ tly my friend, that most excellent

man, Gbokgb Bbnson, the father of Mrs. Garrison. Said I, " So

sure am I that the aim of this movement will be justly appreciated

by philanthropists throughout our country, that I shall have all the

money I want." I confess, however, to a little trembling after a

time, when not an individual offered me a dollar to sustain me in that

trial. A few days, however, brought me a letter from that true phi-

lanthropist, Arthur Tappan. The story had got into the newspa-

pers, and was noised abroad. Arthur Tapfan I had known in my
childhood, but had not seen him for many years. He had then

become a very wealthy man, wielding, it was said, something like

seventeen hi^idred thousand dollars. li was a very cordial letter,

saying, in substance, " I have heard of what you have undertaken ; I

heartily approve of it. If I am not mistaken, you have not the

meaps to carry on the trial that you have invoked. I therefore beg
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you to consider me as your banker, who will honor all your drafts."

(Aijplause.) I confess, Mr. President, I could hardly keep on my
feet walking with seventeen hundred thousand dollars in my bank !

But I will not go on with the story ; it is very long. I will merely

say, that after two years of controversy, that cost over $600, which

was readily paid by Mr. Tappan, the result of that controversy was

in favor of Miss Cbandauj. (Applause.)

Mr. Gaebison. I happen to have here a volume from which I

will read a paragraph :—
" The Black Law oi' Connecticut. We neglected, in our last,

to mention that Miss ^ sandall, for a violation of the notorious stat-

ute of Connecticut, in continuing to instruct colored children, had
been arrested and carried before a Justice of the Peace, by whom she

was committed to jail, to take her trial at the ensuing court. She
was confined in the same room which was occupied by the murderer

Watkins during the last days of his life."

Mr. Mat. I must confess to a little management in that matter.

Of course, if any one of us had come forward, and given bonds for

Miss Cbandall, she would not have been incarcerated. But I went,

assisted by my friend Mr. Geobge Benson, diligently ardund among

my friends, and instructed them that no one should give bonds. The

law was an ex post facto one. It was enacted by the Legislature of

Connecticut after the school was commenced. Nevertheless, they

prosecuted her under that law, and I received due information that

the trial was to take place. I said, " Very well ; you can let it go

on if you will." Presently came a messenger, informing me that the

Judge had found her guilty, and that they wanted some one to give

bonds. " Very well, you can give bonds ; there are enough of you

in Canterbury to do it." Then they wanted to know if I would not.

" Certainly not," said I ; " I have something else to do besides giving

bonds." Miss Crandall understood what was to be done. I wanted

to let the people know how odious the law was ; and if her bonds had

been but a cent, I should not have given them. They came to me a

second time; but I said, "It is useless; I shall give no bonds."

Presently the report came that the SheriflF was approaching the town

where I lived, and where the jail was, with Miss Cbandall. Mean-
while, I had had the cell, where Watkins had been lately confined,

nicely cleaned and whitewashed, and had a comfortable bed put in it,

and one of Mrs. Gabbibon's sisters, Miss Anne Benson, consented to go
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and spend the night with. Miss Crandall. So the Sherifif brought up

Miss CftANDALL, and I found opportunity to say to her, " Are you

afraid?" *' No," said she, "I am trembling lest they should n't put

me in." (Applause.) Then they came to me again, and said, '* It is

only five miles; if you will get some one to give bonds, we will go

and get the Judge." «' My dear fr'.ends," said I, " if the Judge was

here, and the bonds were three cents, I should not give them, nor

would any body else, if I could prevent it. If you want to avert the

imprisonment, you have only to give bonds yourselves. Let A. T.

JUDSON, or somebody else, give bonds for her." But they were too

BtufFy for that, and foolishly said, " Put her in." She was put in

;

and when the key was turned, and taken out of the lock, the game

was in my hands. Of course, it was announced in all the paf)er8

that, for keeping a school for colored girls in the State of Connec-

ticut, that boasted itself more than all the States of its large appro-

priations for the universal education of the people, a noble young

woman had been incarcerated in the cell of a murderer. Tou man-

age a newspaper, brother, and you know how such things -^und.

The tale went ^e country over.

The next day we let Miss Crahdall out, by giving bonds, and I

took my horse and chaise, and my wife and children, and went off and

refreshed myself with a little journey, knowing that the matter would

work exactly as I intended it should.

That is a reminisoenoe. I am thirty years older than I was thirty

years ago, and getting a little into that period of life when we are

apt to become garrulous ; so you must stop me if I say too much.

But I wished to do this justice to Abthur Tappan. I do not know

that the part he took in it was. ever publicly announced before.

Think of it ! He sent me word to employ the best counsel ; and so

I did. William W. Ellswoeth, afterwards Governor of the State,

was one of my counsel ; and Calvin Goddabi), formerly one of the

Judges of the Supreme Court, was another. They were among the

most distinguished lawyers of the State. They were very generous.

They cUd not charge me what they might have done. Nevertheless,

the expenses on the whole amounted to over $600, all of which were

paid by Mr. Tappan.

Nor is that all. The papers of the county all refused, although

filled with the most egregious misrepresentations of Miss Ceandall,

of the purposes of her school, and of the intentions of her patrons

and friends, to allow me a line for explanation. Even the editor of
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one of the papers, whom I had assisted iu getting up his publication,

told me that he could not ; that it would be the destruction of his

paper to admit any thing upon the subject, excepting what our oppo-

nents might send. Of course, I was somewhat disturbed at this. I

wrote a letter to Mr. Tappan, saying that I would come and see him

if I could escape from my engagements long enough, but the pressure

on me was very heavy. T'vo days after, who should enter my study

but Aethur Tappan, leaving his immense business, his large mone-

tary concerns in New York, to come and see me, because I could not

go to see him ! After I had laid the matter before him, he said

to me, " Start another paper." It so happened that there were types

and an unused press in town ; and I went as soon as he had left, and

engaged them for a year, and started my paper, called The Unionist.

And h»5re comes another reminiscence. I had been so happy as

once to hear our friend Charles C. Bubleigh speak in a public

meeting, and to heaf him once was enough to know there was a great

deal in him. I was then not only in charge of a parish which

required the full exercise of the little ability that I had, but I was

also conducting a religious paper, into which, unfortunately, in the

prospectus, not foreseeing what would occur, I had pledged myself

that there should bo nothing of personal or local controversy admit-

ted. So that, although I was editing a paper, I could not defend

myself in it against these assaults of ray enemies, consistently with

my prospectus; therefore Mr. Tappan told me to start another

paper. But I could not carry on two papers. So I bethought me
of this young man, Charles C. Bublbigh, and harnessed my horse

and went after him. It was on Pririay, in the midst of haying time.

A very busy week he had had of it, and although he then believed in

shaving, he had not shaved himself since the haying season com-

menced. I went to the house of his excellent father, and inquired for

Charles. " He is in the hay field, as busy as he can be." Neverthe-

less, I must see him ; and I sent for him, and up he came ; and I am
sure he looked as much like the son of Jesse, when he came to Sam-

uel to be anointed, as David did himself. Nevertheless, I saw it

was Ohables Burleigh, and I told him what I wanted. He engaged

to be with me the next Monday morning, and he was. He did good

service in the cause. He wrote himself into a reputation that has

been, I believe, increasing ever since, as a writer and as a speaker.

You see, Mr. President, you tapped rather a full cask. That is a

reminiscence I had no thought of bringing up. But now, to come
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back to the GonTention, where you wanted me to begin. I said to

my brother Johnson, while brother McKjm was speaking, that I

thought his introduction was a little too long ; mine has been longer,

so he must forgive me. And now I will give you a reminiscence

about him. He came ail the way from Andover to the Conven-

tion-—

Mr. McKiM. No, I came from Carlisle ; I was only six weeks at

Andover.

Mr. May. At any rate, he was a Simon-pure, blue Presbytorian,

I suppose. But his heart was moved in the cause of humanity, and

that turned the sourest of his dogmas to sweet, ^fter we had been

in session two days together, and were coming out of the Convention

in the evening, I felt a grip on my arm, and heard brother McKim
ask—"Brother May, are you a Unitarian?" "Yes," said I, "I

am as much of a Unitarian as I am of an Abofitionist." "Well, I

never expected to feef towards a Unitarian as I do towards you."

(Laughter.) I believe the hearts of all present at that meeting were

drawn together with an affection that cnn never die out, so long as we

live. The countenances of the friends who were there then cheer my
heart as no other countenances in this world could. They bring back

to my recollection that meeting, in the midst of the most malignant

opposition. When I read the Press this morning, speaking so kindly,

cordially, admiringly of Mr. Gabrison, I could not help thinking of

the announcement in the papers on the morning of the day that our

Convention commenced, thirty years ago. We were spoken of singly,

some half dozen or more of us, and to each name was appended some

epithet, intended, doubtless, as it was adapted, to awaken the malig-

nant hatred of the community. The Police gave us to understand

that they could not protect us in the evening, and that our meetings

most be held during the daylight. So we met in the morning at nine,

and adjourned at sundown. I very well remember that my name

was announced as the " Rev. Dr. May, of Connecticut, the leader of

the amalgamationists." That title was assigned me in consequence

of a discussion which I had had in Connecticut' with Andbbw T.

JuDSON, which had been reported in the papers, and in which he

thought, in the presence of a large assembly, to put me down by

asking, "Sir, I want to know whether you are willing that your

daughter should marry a nigger ? " Of course, the audience were as

silent as possible to hear my answer. Said I, " I am not willing that
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my daughter, my only daughter, should marry any unfortunate man.

I regard the colored men of our country as most unfortunate men ;

and thercfovij I should not be willing that she should rnarry one."

There was a chuckling in the audience, and a smile of triumph on

many faces. Said I, " Stop ! I have given you only half the answer.

If you wish me to say whether I would rather my daughter should

marry a man every way adapted to her, the only objection to whom

should be his complexion, or should marry a man whose only recom-

mendation to her shouid be his complexion, of course I should say,

let her a thousand times rather marry the blackest man that you

could find." (Applause.) It was because of that answer, which went

through the papers at the time, that I was trumpeted here as the

" leader of the amalgamatiouists." That is another reminiscence.

I gave so full an account, ten years ago, of my recollections of our

meeting at the formation of the Society, that I am afraid I shall

repeat myself if I go on much longer in this strain. I wish I could

remember one of the brothers who rose in the midst of the Conven-

tion, and said, in reply to a suggestion for the softening of some of

our measures, " Can you draw out Leviathan with a hook, or the

great sea-serpent with a pin-hook?" Of course, that settled the

question

!

But I will not detain you longer. I will only set myself right on

the woman question. When I first heard that Angelina Grimkb

was lecturing in New York, I was a minister in South Scituate,

Mass. She was lecturing to crowded audiences of men and women

indiscriminately, and, of course, I was very much shocked. But in

connection with the account of her large audiences, and the compo-

sition of her audiences, were statements of the immense power with

which she spoke. I took the two facts with me into my study, and

sat down and looked them fully in the face. A woman was address-

ing promiscuous audiences with immense power. Said I to myself,

Whence came that power? Is a God-given power in woman, any

more than in man, to be unused? Does He give her talents to be

wrapped in a napkin or buried in the ground, any more than to man ?

Certainly not ; and the difficulty was dispelled from my mind. So

I sat down, and wrote her a letter:—
'« Dear Miss Grimke : I hear you have been addressing promis-

cuous audiences. I am astonished ; it is in such utter violation of all

that we have considered prop&r and decorous and becoming in your
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sex ! Nevertheless, I am satisfied that it is a prejudice, and I beg

you to come to ray home, and assist me as soon as possible to trample

it under my feet."

She came. Meanwhile, I had given notice in dilFerent parts of the

town and county where I lived, that she would address a meeting in

my meeting-house first, and in another meeting-house after\vards, and

80 through the county. I took her and her sister all through the

county, lecturing wherever a meeting-house could be found in which

she could be heard; and an impression was made in that county

which I trust is perceptible to this day. Is there a county in the

State of Massachusetts that is more truly anti-slavery than Plymouth

county? If there is, I know it not. I remember at one of the

meetings some gentlemen living in Hingham had said very hard

things about me. They appeared at the door, and presently thej

came further in. I watched them. Very soon their attention was

arrested, <^nchained. They drew nearer and nearer, and I saw their

countcnan s lighted u;. with emotion ; and I was satisfied that they

had felt the T)ower of the speakers. When the meeting was over,

they came br. tling up to me : " What are you going about the coun-

ty with, these women for, setting at nought all the usages and pro-

prieties of society ? But we wish you to bring them to Hingham as

soon as you please!" And so a meeting was held in Hingham, the

most important town in the county excepting Plymouth ; and there

Miss Grimke made one of her grandest speeches; which, however, I

am sorry to add, caused her a long fit of sickness, and obliged her to

suspend her invaluable labors.

An allusion has been made to-night to the mob of October 21,

1835, in Boston. It is a fact of which you may not all be aware,

showing the almost complete universality of the feeling which per-

meated the people of our country in regard to the Abolitionists as

the enemies of the public, that, on that very day, Bkbiah Grekn,

Gkbrit Smith, and several others of the leading Abolitionists of

New York, were undergoing at Utica the same treatment almost that

Mr. Gabbison received. And on that same day I was myself

mobbed, my person attacked, and my life threatened, in the village

of Montpelier, the capital of Vermont. On one and the same day,

in three different States of thie Union, at the North, Abolitionists

were mobbed, simply for proclaiming the glorious truths of the
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Declaration, tncl insisting upon their application to all men. And
this reminds me of one more reminiscence, with which I will close.

For several years after I became ac(juainted with ihose "pestilent

men " who have turned the world upside doxrn, so that it now stands

right side up, I devoted the greater part of my time to lecturing;

and there is a fact I should like to have you all remember, to show

you how naughty we were in the outset of our movement. More

than a dozen times, as I approached a village to lecture, I would

meet some prominent man, or after I got there he would call upon

me at the hotel, and say : " Mr. May, you have come to deliver a

lecture on slavery in our village?" " Yos, sir, I propose to do so."

" Do you not know that this question of slavery was considered by

the framers of the Constitution of our country, and that they adjusted

it?" "Sir," I replied, "did you ever read the Constitution of the

United States?" "You don't pretend to deny, Mr. May"
" Did you ever read the Constitution of the United States ? " " Why,

sir, every body " " Did you ever read the Constitution of the

United States?" And certainly more than a dozen times I found

men, holding high positions in society, who acknowledged that they

had never read the Constitution ! I reported it to the managers of

our Society, in Boston, and one of the naughty things that we did at

that time was to publish a cheap edition of the Constitution of the

United States, and circulate it as one of our anti-slavery tracts. Did

•we not deserve all the harsh epithets and ill treatment with which we

have been visited ? (Laughter and applause.)

The Society adjourned, to meet the next day, at 10 A. M.
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SECOND DAY- Forenoon Session.

The Society assembled promptly, and in the absence of the Presi-

dent, J. M. McKiM was called to the chair. It being announced

that the Rev. Henry Ward Bbecheu was present and could remain

but a few minutes, (being under the necessity of returning immedi-

ately to New York,) he was invited to address the meeting. Upon

coming to the platform, he was greeted with enthusiastic cheers.

SPEECH CF REV. HENRY WARD BEECHER.

It gives me great pleasure to meet you this morning, and none the

less because we meet in circumstances of peace and of prosperity. After

a long battle, with weapons not carnal but spiritual, it seems as if at

last a victory was beginning to dawn upon us. I have lived for more

than twenty-five years on faith, and have learned to subsist upon it

tolerably well ; though I confess that a little sight now and then helps

one's faith very much. But there are a great many who have not

been able to live on this diet of faith, and now that they are being

fed on sight, they are falling into line, and beginning to train in the

great anti-slavery army.

I do not stand here this morning so much to go into any analysis

or measurement of shades of opinion, as to recognize the great ser-

vices that, for a long period, without weariness, against every human

discouragement, have been rendered to the cause of patriotism, of

religion, and of humanity, by those that are represented in this Asso-

ciation. There have been, of course, all this time, differences of

opinion among the friends of freedom ; but I think that all honest

men will agree, that for sincerity, profound conviction, heroism and

moral courage, the members and adherents of this Anti-Slavery Soci-

ety have stood preeminent. And when the history of this struggle

shall be written, no inconspicuous place will be given to those that shall

then have passed away ; and we shall see, what we see in every age

of the world, men mobbed when they lived, but splendid tombs built

for them when they are dead. But you care little for that. The

spirit in which you have worked is one which works for the sake of

the work, for the sake of God who inspires it. I doubt not you have

taken your remuneration as you went along, and could have afforded

to die with your testimony on your lips, without having seen the sight,
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or, like Moses, having seen it only at a di8t..nce. But better things

are in store for us. All the signs of the times look as though God

meant emancipation in earnest, and meant it now. Whatever may
have been men's ideas in respect to immediate emancipation, as the

term is usually employed, I think that war has but one doctrine upon

the subject, and that we are coming to it— that we, if we live a few

years longer, shall see our country disembarrassed and uncursed by

this monstrous evil, this gigantic iniquity.

Last night, (jovernor Ouktin said that the doctrine enunciated ia

my remarks, namely, that we had no right to lay down the swo 'd,

having taken it up, until we had utterly exterminated the cause if

the war. Slavery, was the doctrine of Pennsylvania. Undoubtedly

he has been in circumstances to know the pulse and the feeling of this

people. North of Pennsylvania, I think I may say I know it to bo

the doctrine of the people. It seems as though in the Providence of

God, the underground work having been done, and the foundation

having been brought up to the surface, and the building going up in

the sunlight, its proportions of beauty becoming more and more appa-

rent, we can have workmen now whom we cculd never have invited

into the trench under ground. My wish is, mere and more, that we

should, for the sake of the great cause, lay aside the things in which

we differ, and work together for the things upon which we r '-e agreed,

God working in us to will and to do of his own good pleasure.

For myself, I have vowed that if a man will now set his face

towards emancipation, I will never look an inch behind him to see

what he thought yesterday or the day before. I will not scan his

record unless he becomes a critic of mine. But I will put my
shoulder beside the shoulder of any man who will march in the ranks

now. I will not ask who shall be leader ; only that there shall be a

leader, and that he shall lead in the right direction. I only ask to

be in the ranks, to work as every other man works, not for himself,

not for any party, but for the sake of God and the country, for tho

cause of Christ as it is embodied and represented in this era of our

national hibtory, for the sake of those that are in bondage, and must

be in bondage as long as there is a slave in this laud ; for you are

slaves as long as there is a slave
;
you are bound as long as others

are bound. According to the apostolic injunction, every man is in

fettera as long as one man is fettered.

I congratulate you this morning. On my return from Europe,

after an absence of a few months, I looked for growth, but I hardly
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knew whore were the buds and where the branches. I find the buds

branchea, and on the branches fruit. It is as if, in the month of

May, one should be carried a month to sea, not knowing he had been

gone an hour ; when he returns, he finds himself in the bosom of Sum-

mer. Things are germinating, and every where springing into mar-

vellous growth and fruitfalness.

The last time I was in Philadelphia, I was escorted into the Hall

between files of policemen, who defended my right of speech by the

mumoipal power of the city. Last night, it was not necessary to

have policemen. I find myself accepted now by the men who, three

years ago, would not have opened their doors to me, nor uttered my
name except as an offence. They say I have changed. Very well

;

let it be so ; I am content ; I am entirely changed ; I have aban-

doned my old doctrines ; I have become conservative ; I have

smoothed off all the hard edges, and rounded all the corners ! They

are steadfast and immovable
;
they have always been right. Let it

go so ; I am quite content. I will be considered as having changed

every week, as much as you pleise ; only take the principles, only

work for the slave, and work in good practical earnest, it is very

little matter what men say of you, where they put you, what they

call you. It is the caube, and not men, that is important. It

is the incarnation of God in our time, the reappearing of Christ in

his own providences, the shaking the foundations of things, that they

may be moved, which is important. All our personal matters, how-

ever strenuous the opposition to us may be, are but chaff, which the

wind should drive away. If now the men of wealth, of intelligence,

and of standing, in Pennsylvania, are willing to lay one hand on the

Bible and the other on the charter of their liberties, and say, *' Let

the oppressed go free," they may call themselves Moses and Aabons

from the beginning, and I will never say nay to it.

So, too, in New York, and so in Boston ; the leaven is working.

Let us, then, give thanks to God; thanks for the past, that we were

permitted to work in it ; thanks that we are permitted to live to see

the consummation which we expected to see over pearly battlements,

but now shall see in the land of the living.

During my visit to England, it was my privilege to address, in

various places, very large audiences; and I never made mention

of the names of any of those whom you most revere and love, without

calling down the wildest demonstrations of popular enthusiasm. I

never mentioned the name of Mr. Phillips, or Mr. Oabsison, that it
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did not call forth a storm of approbation. It pleased me to know

that those who were least favored in our country were so well known

in England. And the name of President Lincoln was never pro-

nounced without a torrent of approbation, even in the stormiest meet-

ings. It is true that a man is not without honor save in his own

country ; and I felt that I had never had before me, in an audience

here, such an appreciation of the names of our early and faithful

laborers in this cause as there was in that remote country, among

comparative strangers,

I am thankful for the privilege of looking on so many noble and

revered faces, and so l any young and enthusiastic persons, united

together by so sacred a bond as that which unites you. I feel, not

that I agree with you in every thing, but that I am heart and soul

with you in the main end. Toward that end, we may take diflferent

paths, very likely, but when we come together at the end, we shall

all be there. It is the end that crowns the beginning, rather than

the beginning the end. I therefore feel that I am honored in being

permitted to stand before you this naorning, to utter these few words

of sympathy and of greeting. Your cause is dear to you— just as

dear to me. Your names, honored among yourselves, will never lack

some wreaths, if I may be permitted to pluck any to place upon them.

I thank God that he called you into existence. An uncanonical

Church you are, a Church without ordination, but in ray judgment, a

Church of the very best and most apostolic kind, held together by

the cohesion of a rule of faith, and an interior principle. Your ordi-

nances are few and simple, but mighty through God. Your officers

are not exactly elected. "Whoever has the gifts, and the inspiration

behind those gifts, he is your teacher and your leader. That is the

truest form of the Church. I stand here in the midst of a part of

God's great spiritual, earthly Church, happy to be in your midst,

asking the privilege to call myself a brother only, asking the privi-

lege of calling you that are advanced in years fathers and mothers,

and asking the privilege also to work according to the light that is

given me, and where I differ from you, of having still your confidence

that I mean right. I will never work against you, as I never have.

I will work with you as far as you will let me; and we shall all be

supervised by a higher Love and a diviner Wisdom, and where mis-

takes are made, they will, after all, work together for t':'^. good cause.

We shall meet, if not again on earth, in that land where no struggles

are seeded, where we shall rejoice and give thanks to Him who called,

and guided, and orowDed us wiih victory.
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On motion, by E,ev. Samuel May, Jr., a Committee was appointed

to superintend tho publication of the Proceedings of this Third Dec-

ade Meeting, with authority to incorporate therewith such docu-

ments as should seem to them appropriate. The Comniiitec was

subsequently named, as follows : William Lloyd G.vuiuson, Maky
GiiEW, Oliver Johnson, Samuel May, Jr., John T, Sakoknt.

On motion of Stephen S. Foster, in view of the large number of

persons who desired to address the meeting, speakers were requested

not to occupy the floor more than fifteen minutes at a time ; and the

President was requested to remind each speaker when his time should

have expired.

Orson S. Murray, of Ohio, one of the signers of the Declaration

of Sentiments, occupied fifteen minutes in reading part of a series of

resolutions, written by himself, upon which he said he neither asked

nor deprecated the action of the meeting. No action was taken upon

them.

On motion of Edward M. Davis, the Honorable Henry Wilson,

United States Senator from Massachusetts, was invited to take a seat

upon the platform. He was greeted, as he did^o, with hearty ap-

plause.

A Committee on Finance was appointed as follows : James N.

BoFPOM, Thomas Garrett, Mahlox B. Linton, Abby Kimber,

Aaron M. Powell, Wendell P. Garrison.

SPEECEI OF STEPHEN S. FOSTER.

It gives me great pleasure, fellow-citizens, to be with you on this

occasion. It is one of the most interesting of the whole period of my
life. I love to look into the faces of my old and early anti-slavery

friends. I have new friends, but they are not like the old friends,

the friends of my youth and early manhood. There is no gratifica-

tion I ever received, or ever expect to receive in this life, so great as

that of meeting those with whom I have stood shoulder to shoulder

through many a hard fought battle in this and other pro-slavery

States of this Union. And yet the pleasure of this meeting is marred

by "le consideration ; and that is, that there are two or three million

of our countrymen yet clanking their heavy chains. While we are

happy, they are sad and sorrowful. While we are free, and protected

by the government of our country, they are still struggling in chains!

Their fate is yet all unoertain. Their sky of hope is brightening
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They are sustained by the faint promises of hope ; but still all is un-

certaiu.

I have feared, since I have been with you upon this oeeai^ion, that

we have become over-confident in regard to the suot-ess of the move-

ment with which we have so long stood identified. The conviction

seems to have become fixed, in the mind of every man in the ranks

of the Anti-Slavery Society, that this war is the end of slavery, that

we have already given it its death-blow. But so thought the friends

of freedom in the Revolutionary War. They settled down in the

confident belief that they had given the system a fatal stab, and that

they should live to see it quickly pass away ; cud therefore they

thought it unnecessary to incorporate in the Constitution of the

country a provision for ever prohibiting the toleration of slavery.

How much more are we secure now of the abolition of slavery, upon

the heels of the war, than were our revolutionary fathers in their

day ? Is the country in a better state upon the question of human

liberty than it was then? Are wo more deeply penetrated by a

sense of the sinfulness of slavery than were our fathers ? [A Voice—
" Yes."] Why, then, are slaves dragged from the capital of your

country back to their masters in the loyal States of this Union ?

Why is Abraham Lincoln, to-day, holding the military and naval

power of this land, and shaking it in the very teeth of the slaves of

the loyal States of this Union, telling them that if they rise and

strike for freedom, they shall be crushed with the iron hand? [" He
is n't doing it."] Not doing it? Has not he sworn, according to his

own idea, to nkaintain slavery in the loyal States ? [" Exactly the

contrary."] Has not Hon. B. Gbatz Brown told you that the peo-

ple of Missouri would have abolished slavery but for Federal inter-

ference ? Where is that sacred regard for constitutional obligation

which for years was talked of on this platform ? Has Mr. Lincoln

said to his agents, " In case the slaves strike for freedom in the loyal

States, join them against their loyal masters"? Has the military

protection of the slave system in the loyal States been withdrawn?

We assume too much, far more than our political friends assume

in this matter. The Hon. Senator from Massachusetts on my left

(Hon. Henry Wilson) would tell you, if you were to ask his opin-

ion, that Abraham Lincoln to-day holds himself constitutionally

bound to maintain the institution of slavery in every loyal State of

this Union, as he was in all the States prior to the rebellion ; and to

the execution of the Fugitive Slave Law in the District of Columbiai

8
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to-day, as much as ten years ago. The Bench of that District, every

member of which was appointed by Auraiiam Lincoi.n, has allowed

slave after slave to be arrested in the District of Columbia, and sent

into slavery in the State of Maryland.

It seems to me that, in this state of the case, we have no reason to

be very confident. If the nation is anti-slavery, why does it not say

80 ? In the name of common sense, when the whole civilized world

would applaud the declaration, why do they not say, by some author-

itative act, that there shall be no slave on American soil henceforth ?

• Nothing would be easier, nothing better for our cause
;
nothing would

save so much the shedding of human blood as that simple declara-

tion. How can you say the nation wants it done, when the nation

will not do it ? The President has set free a portion of the slaves

—

he has abolished slavery nowhere. Where he had not power to give

liberty to the slaves in fact, he gave them liberty by law. Where

he had power to give them liberty in fact, he did not give them lib-

erty by law. He thus shamefully marred that act, which, if properly

done, and placed upon moral grounds, would have sent his name down

to posterity beside the name of William Lloyd Garrison. But he

has declared, from beginning to end, that he has emancipated slaves,

in no single instance, because he had any regard for them, but

always out of regard for the white man, and for the perpetuity of

the Federal Government. I would not trust my own, I would not

trust anybody's liberty in the hands of'such a Government. Never,

until I hear the Government of the United States pronounce authori-

tatively in all its departments, executive, legislativcfjudicial, the fiat

which dooms slavery to everlasting perdition, will I lay off my armor.

Lay off yours if you are tired of fighting, if you are weary and care-

worn, and feel that you cannot longer carry on the warfare ; but I

am a veteran soldier ; I am here to-day to reenlist for the war
;
and,

God being my helper, not one particle of my armor will I lay aside

until the last fetter is broken. Not one jot or tittle of my stern de-

mand for justice will I abate until the nation, as a nation, declares

that slavery is for ever abolished in this country.* (Applause.)

I feel that I ought to speak more strongly to-day than ever before,

because the nation is more guilty to-day than ever before. Accord-

ing to their interpretation of the Constitution, never had the nation,

until recently, the constitutional power to abolish slavery. To-day it

has it, and is thereforfe the more guilty for not doing it. Never be-

fore was the question put directly to the nation, whether it should
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set free the slaves, and thereby promote universal liberty and end

this war, or whether it should hold the slaves still longer, and cause

the shedding of oceans more of human blood ; for all admit that a

proclamation of freedom would help the loyal cause, and bring the

war the quicker to a close. There is a double guilt resting upon

this Administration ; first, for holding the slave in his chains, and

secondly, for taking your sons and mine, tearing them away from the

peaceful pursuits of home life, to go down to the South and meet the

bristling bayonets of Southern rebels. The war might be ended at

once by an act of justice. The nation refuses to perform that duty,

but chooses rather to murder your sons and mine, and to prolong the

bloody s:rife. The guilt of the nation accumulaies every hour that

we hold Si slave in his chains. God is demanding every day that the

oppressed shall go free; and the Government says, ' No, we will try

a little longer; we will not give up yet; we will liave more plagues

yet before we will let the people go." And we shall have them.

Proclaim emancipation to the slaves, to the inen whom God appoints

as the true soldiers of this land
;

then, if they fail to do the work, I

will volunteer, non-resistant as I am ; and I will go down to Caro-

lina, and face the rebel armies ; with the sword of the spirit, however,

and not with the sr'^rd of steel. I will lead your armies, if you want

them led, unarmed. I will not shrink from my share of the danger.

Place me between you and the enemy. Only let nie have an army

of Liberators, and that is all I ask. I will do all in my power to

swell the ranks of the Union army, if you will make the war a war

for freedom ; but so long as, by the Constitution and the laws of the

country, the Executive is compelled to use the army to put down an

insurrection in any loyal State of this Union, God forbid that I

should enlist, or invite any body else to enlist ! For one, God being

my helper, I shall go forward, whoever may falter.

SPEECH OF CHARLES C BURLEIGH.

I doubt not that I speak the sentiment of every friend of our cause

when I say, that we are all determined to go forward, and not to falter

until the last fetter is struck from the limbs of the last slave. (Ap-

plause.) It seems to me that the error of our friend Fostkr is in

assuming that his position is actually different from ours upon this

point. We agree with him in purpose, and we agree with him mainly

in regard to the propositions which he has stated, but dissent from
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some of the inferences which he draws. When he would exhort 113

not to be over-confident, we would say amen. It is a danger which

shoatd always be guarded against. But when he holds up to us, as

a reason why we should not be over-confident, what all impartial ob-

servers will regard as an exaggerated and disjointed view of the facts

of the case, rendering the picture darker than the truth, and making

it, therefore, exert a discouraging rather than au encouraging in-

fluence, we dissent from the course which he pursues, and doubt the

wisdom of his recoramendation. We say, " Do not despair," as well

a£^ " Do not he over»coofident." We say, Do not regard the difficul-

ties more than they are, nor the progress made less than it is ; lest

the effect should be to deter some from further effort, from the appre-

hension that it is altogether in vain that we labor. Loolfing back

upon a thirty years' struggle of Abolitionists, who have wielded the

weapoDfa of truth, the sword of the spirit, sharper than the two-edged

steel, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit and of

the joiilts and marrow, what would they say, if they were to be told

th?».t vfQ are in a worse position than when we began ; that we have

not advanced towards the attainment of our great object, but on the

contrary have receded, and are further from the end than at the period

immediately following the Revolution ? Far, very far from that is

the truth. We are far in advance of the revolutionary period. In

the first place, accepting the premises upon which all moral enter-

prises proceed, we should infer that we must have advanced, from the

very fact that a handful of faithful men have been laboring for thirty

years past, by argument, appeal, persuasion, remonstrance— all the

weapons of the moral a mory— earnestly and diligently. But what

is the fact ? Just after the revolutionary period, the best and most

e'ear-sighted anti-elavery men of the country would not ha'vc darcu

to advocate immediate emancipation, would not have dared to in-

scribe upon their banner immediate and unconditional freedom to the

bondman. Is it nothing that we have converted the very best intel-

lect of the country to that doctrine ? Is it nothing that, whereas not

even the wisest and most just of our fathers imagined it to be practi-

cable, it is now conceded on all hands to be demonstrated as the bept

course, ei.N^^pt by those who arc determined to uphold slavery, and

the continually diminishing class of conservative politicians, who

have been left in the dark because, groping by candle-light before

the sun rose, they turned their backs upon the growing dawn, and

have forgotten that it is mid*nooD7
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Moreover, at the time immediately succeeding the revolutionary

period, even those who called themselves anti-slavery men recognized,

not the absolute justice of slavery, it may be, but a certain sort of

right in the masters still to retain their slaves. I wish that I could

have foreseen the course of this argument, that I might have slipped

into my pocket a pamphlet containing the proceedings of the Aboli-

tion Societies of the period immediately following the Revolutionary

war ; for I would have compared their doings with those of this gath-

ering to-day, and then asked you, if such a handful of the choice men
of that day dared to go no further than they did, and if to-day our

Declaration of Sentiments can receive the applause of this assembly,

which is only the representative of multitudes of people all over the

land, have we made no progress? (Applause.)

Our friend alludes to the fact that the (lovernment still sus-

tains slavery in the loyal States. True ; and the more shame to the

Government. Every word he says against the pro-slavery pot^ition of

this Government, I heartily respond to ; but how could he have had

an opportunity to find fault with the Government for not making a

clean cut, if it had not made a jagged one? The Government in the

olden time never abolished slavery in the District of Columbia,

never issued a proclamation of freedom to more than three million

slaves, never recognized the black man in any of its measures, even

so far as Abraham Lincoln and William H. Seward and Tuurlow

Weed have already done. He has been recognized as a citizen, in

defiance of the Dred Scott opinion, by the Attorney-General of the

United States. Yes, we have official authority, from a Missourian

Attorney-General, for the doctrine that the black man is a citizen of

the country.

We have been told of the efforts of the Government against the

Emancipationists of Missouri. Then, I say, the more shame to the

Government for that. But at the time just after the Revolution,

there could have been no act of interference needed by the Federal

Government to prevent the abolition of shivery in any Slave State of

the Union. Let me also, in justice to the man whom I have criti-

cised, perhaps as freely as my friend Foster, remJnd you that if he

went against the Radicals in Missouri, he went in favor of the Rad-

icals in Maryland. (Applause.) We have a man at the head of the

Government who is not altogether according to my taste, or in accord-

anee with my feeling or my policy ; but let us do him justice all tho

more assiduously, because we do not like his position.
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I hold, then, that we have reason to be encouraged. The very

grouod we take is that of our friend Foster, that we will not give up

until the work is accomplished; but we will labor all the more earn-

estly, and with all the more energy, because we see the signs around

us of the progress we are making. We see the black mm recognized

among the defenders of the country, and see him regarded as a citi-

ZOQ, allowed as a citizen to appropriate the lands of the West, as well

as to defend his newly-acquired liberty. Even States which we

regarded as incorrigible Slave States— even Border-Ruffian Missouri

— tread upon the very verge of emancipation, and at the next step

are likely to go over. Shall we not thank God and take courage,

not laying down our arms as if the victory wer*^. won, but shouting

with ail the more vigor, in the language of the great Captain of

Scotland, when he saw the wavering of the foe

:

" Press on, brave sons of Innisgail,

The foo is fainting fast,

One blow for children and for wife,

For Scotland, liberty, and life !

The battle cannot last."

SPEECH OF AARON M. POWELL.

Instead of the third noieeting of this kind which is celebrated by

many who are present, it is the first one in my own experience. But

it is to me as valuable, I apprehend, in my own appreciation, for the

length of time in which I have been familiar with this movement, as

to you who have labored longer, and in the more trying and darker

periods of the struggle. I want to stand here a moment this morn-

ing, and to express personally my own sense of gratitude for having

been permitted, even for ten years, to share somewhat in this contest.

I cannot think even of the shorter period over which my own mind

can pass in review, without the deepest gratitude in my own heart at

having been permitted to labor in the Anti-Slavery cause, in that

hour when we were obliged to walk by faith wholly, and not by sight

occasionally. It is, I think, an occasion for the special gratitude of

every Abolitionist to have been permitted to live in a time such as

yfe have passed through, and such as we see at the present hour. I

do not wish to dwell upon the past, or to indulge in any of the more

recent reminiscences. I share the feeling which has beea expressed

thb moming, that we are in the midst of great responsibilities. I
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think that we are surrounded by new and glorious opportunities for

completing our labor. But the completion of it yet remains to be

done, I am glad to stand here with the older members of the Amer-

ican Anti-Slavery Society, on this Thirtieth Anniversary, and to see

in all the evidences of this hour, war-time as it is, the glorious moral

method, which has been its method, vindicated as it is. We stand

to-day vindicated in the wisdom of our position, and with every en-

couragement still to stand upon the platform of absolute right and

impartial justice, as the only correct basis of effort in grappling suc-

cessfully with oppression. As the New York Tribune of yesterday

very truthfully remarked, there may be a connection between the

meeting here thirty years ago, and the Presidential administration of

this period. So it remains as true to-day, that if we adhere to this

platform of absolute right and impartial justice, we shall see this

wc-k carried on in a new Union in the future, which shall be a true

Union, dedicated to impartial liberty.

But, my friends, if by any mistaken counsel, which I do not

believe is to prevail, if by any lack of conscience, which I trixst there

may not be, that type of politicians should prevail, represented, not

by the Hon. Senator upon our platform, but by the editor of the New
York Ti.ves, there will be no Union such as we hope for. But I

believe that the Hknky J. Raymond school of politicians will not

prevail, if there can be still impartial criticism of leading public

men and public raeasuies, in the light of impartial justice and ab-

solute right. I mention the New York Times, because, speaking for

the body of so-called Conservative Republicans, after Guant's victory,

which seemed tc render it more certain that the North was to tri-

umph, that paper says, in a column and a half editorial, that "mas-

terly inactivity " is the policy now which should be pursued in regard

to slavery. If that political counsel prevails, it is not statesman-

ship— it is a sham ; it is selfishness under the name of conservatism.

If that doctrine be allowed to prevail, then these battles, with tenfold

iHpreased horror, must in the future be* fought over again. But if

the American Anti-Slavery Society shall continue ita labor earnestly

and faithfully unto the end, then shall the line of political conduct

based on the right find a moral support among the people which will

enable them to go forward, and reconstruct the Union upon the basis

of liberty for all men throughout the land. I stand here this brief

moment, then, that I may utt^r an exhortation to you who are the

immediate members and friends of this Society, to continue your
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efforts, rev, Jgnizing the new opportunities, and remembering our in-

creased responsibility to make one last, best effort for th.j complete

overthrow of the common euemy of the country, human slavery. If

there is that fidelity which there ought to be ; if there is an appreci-

ation of the importance and sigiiificunce of this hour, this transition

period, there will be engrafted into the Constitution of the country the

simple amendment, when slavery has been abolished by a general

emancipation act, that there shall be neither slavery nor involuntary

servitude in any State or Territory of this Union, as explicit ao the

ancient prohibition in the Territories of the Northwest^.

At the outset of this rebellion, there was assembled at Washington

a Peace Congress, supposed to contain th« wisdom and statesmanship

of the country, outside the Halls of Congress. And what was

that wisdom in that hour? How was it proposed that we should

avert this great calamity of national war '{ CuARLiiS Francis Adams,

to the disgrace of that noble name, offered a resolutiov proposing an

amendment to the Constitution— an amendment in the interest of

slavery. And now, with three hundred thousand graves between us

and slavery, with the industry and oc'onomy of the country disar-

ranged, and with mourning and lamentation in every household in

the land, in Heaven's name, may we not end this conflict by amend-

ing the Constitution, so that it may be as ciplicitly in the interest of

ht 'Tty as in the beginning it was proposed to make it in the interest

of slavery? (Applause.)

SPEECH OF LUCRETIA MOTT.

When I see these young men and strong coming forward with ac-

knowledgments of their indebtedness to the cause, and rejoicing that

they have been among its later advocates ; and when I look around

upon this platform, and see here a Lucy SroNi,, an Euzabbth Jones,

and a Thkodoeb Tilton, all laboring so effectively in the field, I feel

that we older ones may indeed retire, and thank God that he whojias

blessed us all our lives long is now blessing the lads ; for there is

surely no greater joy than to see these children walking in the anti-

slavery path.

I feared yesterday that we were dwelling too much upon the past.

We were so deeply interested in the earliest movements of this Anti-

Slavery Society, that we did not go back, except by mere incidental

mention, to JijcMJAUZN Lay and Ealpu SANO]iuioaD» who dwelt in
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caves and dens of the earth, of whom the world was not worthy, to

Elias Hicks, Tbomas Cl^ukscn, and all those earlier laborers ; we

did not go back as far as that. I feared, however, that we were not

enough leaving the things that were behind, and pressing forward to»

ward those that were before. Although I did not entirely agree

with our friend Foster, and was glad that he was answered as he

was— for I have so large Hope that I always take encouraging

views of things when I can—yet I felt that there were duties to

be performed in our case in regard to freedmen as well as in regard

to those still held ap slaves in our land. It is of little consequenoe

to us now what we have suffered in the past, what obloquy, reproach

and contuiaely we have endured in our religious societies, and in

other relations in society. We might, as women, dwell somewhat

upon our own restrictions, as connected with this Anti-Slavery move-

ment. When persons interested in the cause were invited to send

delegates to the London Convention of 1840, and some of those del-

egates were women, it was found out in time for them to send forth

a note declaring that women were not included in the term "persons,"

but only men ; and therefore, when we arrived ''n London, we were

Excluded from the platform. Yet, let me say, in justice to the Abo-

litionists there, that we were treated with all courtesy, and with a

good deal of flattery in lieu of our rights. But all those things wo

may pass by.

Last evening, when we were listening, some of us, to the eloquent

and earnest appeals made by Henry Ward Beecher, we saw in the

assemblage some who, a few years ago, rushed from their seats in the

church, because they could not bear to hear William Furnbss speak

so plainly on the subject of slavery, and who warned friends from

abroad that they must not come to our houbos because we were Abo-

litionists. When Madame Pdlskt and her friends came, and were

asked to go with me on a visit to the Penitentiary, and the carriage

was at the door, word, came that they were discouraged from coming,

because we were Abolitionists ! When I see those men coming for-

ward now, and joining in the applause for the thorough anti-slavery

sentiments of Henry Ward Beecher and others, so far from blam-

ing them, or setting them at nought, I would rather welcome them

at this eleventh hour, and I hope they may receive their full penny,

if they work diligently to the end. I have felt sometimes almost,

with the Apostle, willing to be accursed of my brethren for this

cause's sake ; but willing afterwards, when they come forward and

9
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fidiDglfr with U8, to give tbem the right hand and invite them upon

th|^ pUtforoQ, and glad to hear them, if they have any thing to ssy

on the right side. Wli'^n I sa-v these things last evening, I remem-

iMreid the remark of Eay Potter, one of the signers of the Declar-

XtioQ, who, in a speech in Rhode Island, said that Abolitionists had

ljL« great Temple of Liberty to rear, and must do all the rough and

bard work ; but "(vhen it was near the top, he said, then would come

fortli people to lay their little fingers upon it, and say, " We have got

it up ! " I could not but remember this last evening, and also a few

weeks agcj, wheu I rejoiced to see the crowds listening to the words

that proceeded out of the mouths of Phillips Brooks and others

upon this very platform. When I hesrd some of the members of the

Free4mea'8 Association, in this meeting, talking about the objections

th^ were met and answered again and again by the Abolitionists

yei^si^, of the duties connected with the liberation of the slave

^hi<?h WO must perform, I felt that, after all, we were but unprofita-

ble servants, and bad not done as we ought tp have done in regard to

doing away with that deep-rooted prejudice which is the concomitant

of slavery, and which we know can never be removed while slavery

exists. Some of us women can perhaps more fully sympathiise with*

the slave, because the prejudice against him is somewhat akin to that

against our sex ; and we ought to have been move faithful than we

have been, so that when we hear the words applied to us, " Come, ye

biased of my Father," we might be ready to ask, " When saw we

thee an hungered, or athirst, or in prison, and ministered unto thee? "

It seems to me, therefore, ss has been recommended here to-day, that

we should keep on our armor. It may not be necessary to continue

our operations in precisely the same way. But it will be necessary

to multiply our periodicals, and scatter them, as we have done here-

tofore, with good eflfect. When our friends were talking of what was

done, and bow we were received in the beginning, and when Church

and Stato were, as our friend Garrison showed so clearly, arrayed

against us, I remembered that then, just a^ in olden times, the com-

mon people heard us gladly. In truth, the original good heart of the

people—excuse my theology—-cannot resist the wisdom and the

power with which Truth speaks to their understanding ; and there-

fore it was that we were gladly received among them. Many

have come and made their acknowledgments, that when we were

nnobbed, when Pennsylvania Hall was burned, they were in the

fliey were in the mob ; but jiow they say, " Whereas I was
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bliud, now I see, and I am willing now to be faithful to what I see."

Let us welcome thera, hail thera in their coming, and gladly receive

them. And with all these coadjutors, the work will go on, emanci-

pation will be proclaimed, and we may be just as confident and ear-

nest as we were before our friend Foster reproved ua. I think we

may rejoice and take courage. I like a little addition to the rejoic-

ing of good old Simeon : " Now lettest thou thy servant depart in

peace, for mine eyes have seen of thy salvation ;
" for the whole sal-

vation has not come, but we have seen of the salvation.

SPEECH OF REV. SAMUEL MAY, JR.

Although I cannot claim to be one of the original members of this

Society, I am happy to look back upon twenty-five years of connec-

tion with it, and upon such services as 1 have be'en able to render it.

I should be sorry, therefore, to go away from Philadelphia without

uttering one word in behalf of our good cause. Let me first reas-

sure our good friend, S. S. Foster, on the subject of our future war-

fare upon slavery, as I have been in a position to know something of

the minds of the different members of this Society, The number

of those who believe that our work is done, or who entertain the

least thought of laying down their arms, is so exceedingly small

that they can be counted on the fingers of a single hand. Neither

this Society, nor any one of itp Committees, has made any announce-

ment affording ground for the least shadow of a suspicion that we mean

to disband, or cease from our work, while a singk slave treads the

soil of our native land. There is no such purpose. We have known

too much of the privilege and blessing of being enlisted in this good

cause ever to desert it while a single slave clanks his chains. I .

think, too, we understand our duty too well for this. I know there

are a few, a very few, who think we may cease our associated labors.

I know of one eminent lady who thinks so. She is not with us to-

day. She has ceased to cooperate with our Executive Committee, of

which she was so long a member. She thinks that our work, as an

associated body, is at an end ; and it is not for ns to condemn her for

that opinion. There is no desertion of the Anti-Slavery cause on

the part of Maria W. Chapman, whose name I mention, because it

ought to be named in this Society with respect and honor. If she

withdraws from us before we think our work is done, let us remember

how much earlier than most of us she enlisted in its ranks; how
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early her clear foresight saw the clanger ; how eloquent were her pen

and her voice iu dispelling the cloud of darkness which overshadow ed

the land ; how clear wac her faith ; how brave was her heart. And
if she now leaves the Society (not, I am sure, the anti-slavery work)

sooner than we think she should do, may we not suppose there may
be given to her now a foresight of the future better and clearer than

ourSt such as she had thirty years ago, when she was among the first

to take up the great cause, and when, with brave and unfiinchiug

hear*^^i she f&oed that Boston mob and all its terrors ? W<> can have

no blame for such a servant of the cause as that. Neverth3less, ad-

hering to our own convictions of duty, nearly every other member of

the Society, and of its Committees and officers, maintains his ground.

So I think our friend Fobiee need not be troubled.

As wo look back through the last thirty years, perhaps the most

paltful object in our earvey is the opposition which the Anti-Slavery

cause has had ic e:iooanter from the churches of the land. With

here and there an exception, the great body of religionists, who took

upon themselves the name of Chbist, and dared to organize in the

name of him who ever went out "to the lowliest and humblest and

most oppressed of men, threw themselves in the way of our Society

and its object. We will noc stop to utter words of reproach to-d&y.

The Church could not see the palpable truth that Anti-Slavery was the

" Gospel for the day." It proved itselfa blind leader of blind followers.

And what a judge and divider over it did the Anti-Slavery cause be-

come ! Powerful ecclesiastical bodies and mighty religious associations

fell asunder at its touch, and arrayed themselves in opposing ranks.

The Church fell upon this great rock of Truth and Justice, instead

of building upon it, and was broken ! But there were winnowed out

of every sect those that knew this cause was Christ's own cause in

the land. Many, misled and deceived by false-hearted leaders, enter-

tained the belief that anti-slavery was infidelity. I wish to express,

therefore, the great satisfaction I felt this morning, when that elo-

quent speaker, Hbnbt Waed Beechbr, came among us in his kind,

courteous, and fraternal spirit, and, from his position as an accredited

preacher of the Christian religion, recognized upon this plaiiform the

great services this Society has "rendered to patriotism, to religion,

and to humanity." That, in my mind, is a sufficient offset to columns

and pages of scurrilous denunciation. Not that we needed any such

t^timony from Mr. Beecher or any body else; not that it makes

any difFereoce to ns what he or any one else says upon that point ^
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but it neutralizes the objurgations and false assertions of so many in

the clerical profession. We know on what foundation we have built.

We need not the testimony, although we rejoice in it. And we are

glad to-day to recognize, amidst other changes, some change in the

churches and religious bodies of the land. No longer content with

sending the Gospel to distant lands, they are beginning to recognize

the poor, the needy, and the ignorant freed slaves of our own land.

The Christian bodies of to-day which receive the most hearty eympa-

thy are those that are minist.ering to the spiritual and physical wants

of the freed slaves of the country. To-day, the Sanitary Commis-

sion, and that other body which, not satisfied with the simple title of

Sanitary Commission, takes upon itself the name of Christian Com-

mission, go for .yard to bless the suffering soldier and the ignorant

slave, to recognize the freedom of the colored man, and to meet him

in the army, on the plantation, or in th" hospital, with Christian

kindness, instruction, and supplies. This is now recognized as emi-

nently Christian work by the churches ; and herein may we be glad.

Upon one other point of my friend Fostek's remarks, i wish to say

a single word. Although I have no apologi«;8 to offer for what has

been wrong, timid, slow, doubting, in Mr. Lincoln's position or pol-

icy, yet, with Mr. Burleigh, I say, let us do justice ; and when Mr.

Foster said that the President had issued his great Proclamation

with an entire disregard and indifference for the rights of the slave

or the colored man, and only for the benefit of the white man, it

seems to me that he did the President great injustice. (Applause.)

Did not Mr. Lincoln expressly say that he " sincerely believed " that

great measure " to be an act of justice " ; and did he not, upon this

very ground, " invoke " for it " the considerate judgment of mankind

and the gracious favor of Almighty God "? Does not all that is best

in the laiid respond to it as such, and is it not upon that basis that we

all feel it most secure ?

Mr. Foster. Did not the President declare to the civilized world

that he would prefer to put down this rebellion without disturbing

the power of slavery?

Ml. Mat. I think there was nothing about " preference," but

that he was determined to put down the rebellion ; and, as President

of the United States, he was bound so to act.

Henry C. Wright. Has the President of the United States, as

President, any right to free a single slave, purely as a matter of jus-
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tioe, or for his good ? His only power, as President of the United

States, is to free the slave as a military necessity. (Applause.)

Thh Prksidbnt. The next speaker is one who has devoted a large

portioa of her life, since she came to years of intelligence, to the

cause of the slave. There is no one, in the Old World or the New,

who has labored more devotedly, more self-sacrificingly, or more

wholly given all that she is and all that she has, to be put upon the

altar of bleeding humanity, than Abby Kklley Foster.

SPEECH OF ABBY KELLEY FOSTER.

I agree with almost every thing that has been said here this morn-

ing in relation to the present aspects of our cause and our present

duty. Yet there is one thing that remains for us to be reminded of.

Although we all feel and know that, of necessity, there must have

been an immense change in the public sentiment, in cons.^quence of

the action of this Anti-Slavery Society, yet we should not be too con-

fident as to the character of the wonderful change since the war com-

monoed. Although brought up in the Orthodox Church, I do not

believe exactly in the doctrine of instantaneous conversion ; but I

believe in the fall from grace. I want to remind you that we had

labored for twenty-seven years previous to the terrible mobs of 1860.

Do we remember the Fall oS 1860 and the Winter of 1860 and '61 ?

Do we remember that never was a more bloodthirsty mob organized

in the city of Boston than was organized in the Fall of 1860 ?

Charles C. Bdbleiqh. When the Devil came down in great

wrath, because he knew he had but a short time.

^rs. Foster. Let us see whether he knew he had but a short

time. Have we forgotten that bloodthirsty spirit which went from

; Boston, all along through Albany, on the line of the Central Rail-

road, through the entire West ; which came down here into Pennsyl-

vania, and pervaded every part of the North— the spirit of determi-

nat'on that free speech should utterly be crushed out?— a spirit that

responded to what was proposed by the Peace Convention at Wash-

ington, viz : that we should give slavery free course to run and be

glorified through this country; that, notwithstanding our twenty-

seven years of anti-slavery agitation, free speech should be crushed,

as we knew it must he, if those peace resolutions had been accepted

by the South. If they had been, we should truly have been crushed

«
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out, as we believed, at that period. Truly would free speech have

been trampled under foot, and slavery would have been triumphant,

but for the fact that the slaveholders would not accept the offer.

No thanks to the governing masses of the North that that consum-

mation of di?bolism did not succeed. No, no. Did Slavery think it

had but a short time to live? No, it was blind. Sin is always

blind. The North did not dream it ;
politicians did not dream it.

They believed that, notwithstanding the flood of light, they could

crush us all down, and that Slavery could have a longer lease of life,

not for its own sake, but to promote what they believed to be their

pecuniary and political well-being.

And now, whence comes this sudden change? A Pentecost, for-

sooth ! Is it by the pouring out of the Holy Ghost, or the pouring

cut of human blood? Is it because the great mass of the people

have come to believe, and have received grace into their hearts?

God knows I do not willingly stand liere to bring scorn, opposition,

contempt or hatred upon tho«e who have turned right-about-face,

when I charge that it is not from the highest but from the lowest

motives, and that therefore it is not from motives upon which we ca^

rcl^, and which should make us jubilant. They have taken this

course, as every b. iy knows— the Government takes it and the com-

mercial man takes it— because it is their only safety. Senator

Wilson knows that the Government proposed, and the Secretary of

State issued letters of instruction to all our ministers plenipotentiary

abroad, declaring that the rebellion would be put down without

changing the status of an individual. It was the intention and

determination to do so. We have not Secretary Seward to thank,

we have not President Lincoin to thank, we have not the Govern-

ment of the United States to thank, we have not the commercial

men nor the churches to thank ; but we have Jeff Davis and the

terrible persistency of the rebels to thank, that there has been this

change of conduct in the North. It was a matter of military ne-

cessity, and therefore we have it. And having been induced by mil-

itary necessity, for the sake of self-preservation, we cac^ot rely upon

it. It has been said by a leading paper, that if the rebels should

lay down their arms to-day, Secretary SEWAKr— although his Get-

tysburg speech differed somewhat from his Auburn speech, because

his language is the echo of public sentiment always, as far as it goes

and he can get it, and the Oiie was made before and the other after

the last election in Pennsylvania, and the other States which were
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SO dottbtftil—would gladly, and the Goverament would gladly, re-

ceive them baok like the prodigal son, and kill for them the fatted

^If, and Jkbs Bans might be candidate for next President of the

United States. [A Voice— "Never!"] I trust he never will,

beoanse I trust that the rebels will still persist. I believe that they

are given over to a reprobate mind, to believe a lie, and their dam-

nation is sealed ; and their dapnati^u being sealed, the salvation of

the country may be secured.

If in 1860 there could be such a spirit manifested throughout the

length and breadth of the North, I do not believe that the change

since thafr^ime has been any thing more tSan the result of selfish-

ness, and therefi^re unreliable. It is only by labor, Incessant labor,

in season and out of season, that we can create such a public senti-

ment aa we need ; and we never could have attained it, if success

had attended the Union arms. I was thankful for Mkade's disaster,

as it is called—his withdrawal. I should be sorry to have too much

suGoess; we want just little enough to keep up the North to the

sticking point, until it shall be obliged to go on and abolish slavery

for its own safety.

Our friend Mat says that he can count upon his fingers all those

who think the mission of the Anti-SIavevy Society is finished. I

cannot do that. I know that one State Anti-Slavery Society was

disbanded, ostensibly for other reasons, but from private conversation

I know that that Society was abandoned, and their anti-slavery paper

was put down, because their leading and most sslf-saorifioing men

thought that we had done our work in the Anti-Slavery cause. At
the time that Fort Sumter was attacked, they declared that the mis-

sion of the Anti-Slavery cause was fulfilled, and that South Carolina

was now doing the work we had formerly done. Count on my
fingers? No; this house would not contain the numbers. Many

of them have laid dowii their lives upon the battle-field. They

thought the army was doing the work of the Anti-Slavery Society.

From Pennsylvania, hundreds of young men have gone to the battle-

field with that conviction ; and I know there are old men and elderly .

women, who have labored for tiiirty years in the Anti-Slavery cause,

who have that conviction, and therefore have laid down their arms.

Let us not, therefore, be too confident. Do not let us dwell too

much on what.has been done. Napolson spoke a great truth, when,

receiving the congratulations of his Generals on the eve of his inva-

gion of Russia, he said, <' I want you to remember that nothing is
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done while any thing remains to be done." St. Helena witnessed the

truth of that sentiment. Mothing is done while anything remains

to be done, co far as the death of American slavery is concerned.

Not that I believe that one iota of moral truth that has tver been

tittered, any more than one atom of physical matter that has ever

been #eated, can be lost. Bui, so far as the accomplishment of the

overthrow of slavery is concerned, were success to attend the Federal

arms to-day , I feel confident that slavery would linger, God knows

how long ; and I am willing, therefore, to wait another ten years, if

need be, in orde^ to insure its destruction now.

Mr. Gabrison. It seems to me that it is not at all our province

to undertake to determine the motives by which the people are ani-

mated, who have recently come into sympathy and cooperation with

us fcr the abolition of' slavery ; that it is not our province to accuse

them of being hollow and hypocritical. Thank God that a general

change has taken place, a most miraculous change ! Whoever will

come up now, and speak a word for freedom, I will hail as a friend

and a brother, and will leave his motives to God, to whom alone he

is responsible.

SPEECH OF SUSAN B. ANTHONY.

Among the early lessons which I learned upon the abolition plat-

form was this : That it was our distinctive work to educate the heart

of the people of this nation into a full recognition of the humanity of

the black man ; that we were to so educate the people of the North

that they would refuse to aid the Government in holding the black

man in chains ; and I suppose that is precisely our work to-day. I

remember that I had thought fugitive-slave work was very import-

ant and really anti-slavery ; and I also remember that one of the first

lessons I had to learn was, that the fugitive slave would be aided by

common philanthropy and benevolence, and that we, who called our-

selves Radical Abolitionists, should give our attention, our thought,

our efforts, to the removal of the causift which compelled the fugitive,

with bleeding feet, to cross the Free States of the North to the

British domain. It seems to me that the Sanitary Commissiou work^

the Freedmen's Association, the Freedmen's Educational work, are

to-day common charity, common benevolence, and the world will

look after it. Here, in this third decade of the Americaa Anti-Sla-

10
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verj Society, are assembled, from different parts of the Free States,

, the representatives of a little handful of men and women over the

ooontry, who have for these thirty years been working to undermine

ihe law of the nation which allows the holding of property in man.

Precisely this is thfi work which I think we diould abide It^ at this

hour, leaving to the grand masses of ™'>rld, whose attention is

now called to the question of liberty—to the question of saving

this nation, to the question of emancipation even— leaving it to

them to take care of the freedmen, to take care of the sick and

wounded upon the battle-field. Let us go oc with our primitive an^

ftmdamental wol*k of removing the laws which allow of the existence

of slavery.

That is the specific work to which the Association of which I have

been a member for the last six months (the Woman's Loyal League)

has specially devoted itself. We aim to circulate throughout the

entire North a petition, to be presented to the next Oongress, asking

that body to enact a law of Universal Emancipation. As women,

we felt that it was especially fitting for us to work in this way,

because as women we could have no voice as to what should be the

basis of reconstruction of this government, save through ihe one right

which the nation has left to us, the right of petition. Women can

neither take the ballot nor thu bullet to settle this question ; there-

fore, to us, the right to petition is the one sacred right which we

ought not to neglect. I appeal to women here to-day to set them-

861veB about this work when they shall return to their homes ; to^ cir-

culate this emancipation petition themselves, and to urge upon their

neighbors and friends to engage in the work.

I know there are women here who would like to know something

of the progress of this petition movement. I am sorry not to be able

%u make an enthusiastic and encouraging report ; but the fact is, that

wherever our petitions have been sent, from vastly too many places

the responses have come back, " What do you mean by asking us to

circulate a petition for emancipation? Is not the work already

done? Has not the President proclaimed freedom? Is he not

doing the work as fast as he can? " This has been the one great ob-

ctacle^ the one great discouragement, which we have had to meet.

T)u»e who have hitherto occupied the highest places in our estima-

tion have seemed the most indifferent, and to feel 4w if this was

T^\ly an unnepessftry work. Why should we, who have been at

work for these long years, endeavoring to move slavery out of the
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way, when it has been the cause of all the national disasters and na-

tional strifes and discords which 've have had, be afraid, in this last

struggle, of doing too much ?

The petitions to-day are being returned rapidly. Day before ytis-

terday, one mail brought four or five thousand signatures. I only

hope that the people, at this hour, will begin to feel that there is

need of a public expression. There is an important question to

come before the next Congress—the question of reconstruction. I

have no doubt that Senator Wil jon himself would say to you this

morning, if he were to speak, that the signatures of a million of the

men and women of the North, poured in r^pon Congress, will do

much to encourage the members to stand fast by their principles.

The Congress needs to know that the people, their constituencies,

stand by them, and will den^and of them the strictest faithfulness to

freedom, and will not abide the slightest compromise of principle.

It is for us to make them feel this.

The President. We shall now hear from one who represents a

phase of this struggle most significant of the success of our move-

ment. We have burned the bridge behind us, and there is no more

going backward. We have passed the Rubicon ; and we are going

on, conquering and to conquer. You may read the utter overthrow

of slavery in the arming of such a mighty host of the colored popu-

lation of our country at the present time. I have the pleasure of

introducing to you Col. Wagner, of Camp William Penn.

SPEECH OF COL. WAGNER.

Mr. Chairman, and Ladies and Gentlemen:

When I received, at the hands of the Chairman of your Business

Committee, an invitation to attend your meeting, I feared that my
duties at the camp would not permit me to be present. In coming

here this morning, I did oot expect to make a speech, and for two

reasons : I am not able to make you a speech ; and if I were, I

would not assume to come here, and preach abolition doctrines to

those who learned them lany years ago. I am not a member of this

Anti-Slavery Society, unless I may be permitted to style myself a

believing member—^one who has never joined your Association, but

who has in some little me-asare contributed towards the abolition of
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slaTerj. I have gradaated in that school where those who study

become most thorough•going and emphatic Abolitionists. My Abo-

litionism is but of reoent growth. When I entered the army, I de-

termined to do what I could to crash this rebellion. I believed,

with hundreds of thousands of others, that it could be done without

interfering with slavery. But I had be^n but a short time in the

anny when I saw that, to crush this rebellion, it was necessary to

eradicate slavery. I had been there but a little while before I met
*' our erring brethren " on the field of battle, and, falling into their

hands wounded and. a prisoner, I was able to obtain information

which I never possessed before. It was then and there that the

conviction forced itself upon me that slavery must be abolished

;

and, friends and fellow-citizens, I tell yon it toill be abolished. (Ap-

plause.)

I am sorry that some of your members are quarreling with the

means for accomplishing the ends for which you have labored so long

and so faithfully. For my part, I am willing to accept the assist-

ance and receive the help of all who are willing to accomplish this

great end of freeing our country from what has been a curse to it,

and has stained and defaced our escutcheon. I hope none of the

members of this Society will think of laying down their armor ; but

if they do, I am sure there are those who are ready and anxious to

work until not a slave remains on our soil. I do not suppose, for a

moment, that one who has been a member of this Association for

thirty years will think now, when the work is so nearly accomplished,

of withdrawing, while yet so much remains to be done. A great

deal remains to be done in the army, and a great deal by you who

are at home. It is for you to uphold the hands of those who are

administering the law at our capital. Faithfully have you per-

formed it in years past ; I am confident that faithfully you will per-

form it, until the work for which you are associated shall be ended,

and the rebellion shall be crushed.

I agree with you, Mr. Chairman, that one of the great means

adopted by the Government of this country in crushing this rebellion

is the arming of the negro race. I believe that the arming of that

class of our citizens will be the means of administering the last and

crushing blow to slavery. At the South, w« are arming those who

have been made free by the Emancipation Proclamation of our Pres-

ident. We also arm those who are still held in bondage. In Mary-

Jand, in Delaware, in Kentucky, and in Tennessee, we are receiving
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those who are uot included in that Proclamation into the armies of

the United States, and thereby giving them freedom.

I am not one of those who hope without reason, but I am confi-

dent that this war is drawing to a close. I am equally confident that

it will never end until the last slave is made free. There was a time

when I imagined the colored man was not equal to the white man in

intelligence. But if he is not— I do not say t^at he is not—give

him for a few generations the opportunities that you enjoyj and he

will make himself what it was intended by God that he should be, a

man, in all respects, such as we are. (Applause.) I look at this

matter from t nilitary stand-point. I look upon the soldiers of our

own color, and upon those of a darker complexion. I have bad

some little experience with both ; and my dispassionate opinion is,

that the one is equal in every way to the other. The colored man

makes as good a soldier as the white man. He obeys orders as

promptly and as intelligently ; he acquires the drill as perfectly, if

not more so, than the white soldier. His valor he has proved on

many a bloody field ; his courage he has shown on the battle-field and

in the hospital. And the day will come when he will show those that

now look down upon him with contempt and reproach, that he is a

man, willing to do and to dare all that other men do and dare, in

striking for freedom and for the right.

Mrs. MoTT inquired what had been the character of Camp William
• Penn, as to depredations upon property, as compared with camps of

white soldiers.

Col. Waonbb. I am pleased to be able to say, that no depredations

of any kind have been committed by the soldiers of Camp William

Penn. The friends of the colored soldiers have been pleasantly and

agreeably surprised to find them in this respect far superior to white

soldiers in a similar position. I have never yet seen a camp of

white soldiers where depredations were not committed ; but at Camp
William Penn there have been no depredations. It is not owing to

a more rigid discipline there ; we have no other rules than those that

govern white camps. But the men seem to feel the dignity and re-

sponsibility of their position. (Applause.) They seem to realize that

the world is looking at them, and watching the progress of 'heir

camps, and of those of their color who have tajcen upon themselves

the duty of fighting for the country and the flag. They come to the

camp, many of them, ragged and dirty; but when they put on the
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unifonn, they feel that they are men, and that they can hold up their

heads iamong men. They are glad to see that even they have now an

opportunity of doing something for .our flag and for our nation.

Say what you please about the degradation of the negro, it is all

noneense. Give him an opportunity of showing what he is, and he

will show himself a man.

ToK Prbsident- J can bear the same testimony with regard to

the oonduot of the colored regiments at Keadville, in Massachusetts,

where the 54th and 55th regiments were stationed. It is the univer-

sal testimony of the neighborhood, and the whole region round about,

that never before was there a regiment stationed in that neighborhood

without depredations being committed ; but since the colored regi-

ments have been there, there have been no depredations.

SPEECH OF OLIVER JOHNSON.

Looking back upon more than thirty years of personal identifica-

tion with the Anti-Slavery movement, there is much that I could say

if I felt at liberty to occupy these precious moments. But I know

there are many around me who are anxious to address you, and there-

fore I will be brief.

Since I came to this meeting, one thought has possessed me— one

thought, hour by hour, and almost moment by moment ; and it is the

thought of what I, as an Abolitionist, owe to the Anti-Slavery cause. •

Something has been said here of sacrifices made for that cause.

Sacrifices have indeed been made and sufferings endured by many

true-hearted and noble-friends— sacrifices and sufferings of which it

does not become me to speak lightly; but I appeal to you all, even

to those who have suffered and endured most, to say if the personal

benefits derived from the advocacy of the slave's cause do not out-

weigh, a thousand-fold, all the trials which you have been called to

endure on its account? Nay, if those trials themselves have not,

through the overruling interposition of God, been turned into bless-

ings? Such at "least is my own experience; and I am here to-day

with no memory of sacrifices made, but with a heart penetrated by

a sense of gratitude for benefits received. The cause owes me noth-

ing, but I am Indebted to it beyond all power of payment, or even

of computation. It has enhanced for me every joy of life, trans-

mated pain to pleasure, brought light out of darkness, and crowned
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me with blessings indescribable and inestimable. There are no

delights to be compared with those which we may earn by an unsel-

fish devotion to a great and noble cause. My heart swells with

thankfulness to God that he called me early to this work j that while

I was but a boy, on my native hills in Vermont, I heard and heeded

the trumpet-call of Garrison, and, through sympathy with his spirit,

learned to love him before I ever looked into b:s face. How vividly

do I remember now the days of his imprisonment at Baltimore, and

how my heart was thrilled in reading the noble lines which he

inscribed on the walls of his cell, showing how, "in innocence, he was

great and strong "
! How did I exult when he was released ; with

what interest did I watch his progress northward, and when at

length he arrived in Boston, with what eagerness did I embrace the

first opportunity to take his hand, and hear him plead the cause of

the oppressed ! From that moment I was an Abolitionist, and I

look back now upon more than thirty years of earnest labor in the

cause, regretting only that I have not been more entirely devoted to

it, and have done so little in its behalf. It is little indeed that any

of us have done for it, compared with what it has done for us. In

laboring to break the chains of the slave, we have found deliverance

from the fetters of superstition and priestcraft, and felt our minds

and hearts expanding in the sunlight of God's highest truth. Re-

proached as infidels by a pro-slavery Church, we have found by expe-

rience that those who devote themselves to the cause of humanity

*« walk with God," and in the fellowship of his saints.

I entreat the young men and the young women here assembled,

if they would enrich and ennoble their lives by the acquisition of

whatever is most worthy of their ambition, to give themselves unre-

servedly to the work of reform— to take the side of the oppressed

and the wronged, to cast their influence on the side of truth, however

unpopular, and to allow no temptation of wealth or fame to swerve

them by so much as a hair's breadth from the principles of justice

and righteousness. The final triumph of the Anti-Slavery cause is,

we hope, near at hand; but much remains to be done before we

can lay off our armor. And when slavery has been abolished, other

moral issues will be presented, other reforms arise, to test the cour-

age and devotion of the new generation. The men and the women

who have conducted the Anti-Slavery movement from its small be-

ginning almost to the day of its triumph will soon pass away ; but

the principles they have advocated will not perish, but live to inspire

the devotion of succeeding generations to the end of time.
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I Ilstten always with satisfaction to those who exhort us to fidelity,

to those who set before us the work to be done, and exhort us to

&ithfaliies^ in its performance. In all that our friend FosTBa has said

here to-day upon ihxt point, I have sympathized with him. But let

me say, in all frankness, that there is one particular in which I cannot

agree with him. Through his whole speech ran the assumption, as it

seemed to me, that his fellow-laborers here are ready to lay off their

armor, regarding their work as done. Has any thing been said

here to justify such an assumption ? I think not. Has he proposed

any work for the performance of which we are not, one end all,

ready to strike hands with him 1 We are girding ourselves anew

for thf) work before us, and we will not throw down our weapons till

the last slave is free. (Applause.) But I, for one, find hope the

best stimulus to labor. I shrink instinctively from the dark shadow

which some of our friends would throw over us, when they affirm

that, notwithstanding all that we have done for thirty years, the

country is in a worse condition, in regard to the principles of univer-

sal liberty, than it was at the close of the Revolutionary war. If I

believed that, I should utterly despair of the cause. " We are saved

by hope," says an apostle, and I believe it. The cheering signs

which greet us on every hand, betokening the speedy triumph of our

cause, fill me with hopefulness, augmenting my power to work and

my joy therein.

Have we indeed done nothing in these thirty years ? Are we ao

nearer the end than we were at the beginning ? Is this nation to-day

in no better position than it was thirty years ago, when this Society

was first formed? How can any body think so, in view of the facts

by which we are surrounded? Take the press of thia city for illus-

tration. Thirty years ago, the men who formed this Society assem-

bled in this city almost by stealth, and held their meetings in the

daytime, warned by the Police that they could not be protected at

night. There was not a newspaper here that would report their pro-

ceedings— not one that did not denounce them as "fanatics" and

amalgamationists," as men who were bent on the destruction of their

country. How is it to-day? Every press in the city sends its re-

porters to our platform, and our proceedings are reported fairly and

honorably. In this circumstance alone, we have an indication of a

wonderful improvement in the public sentiment.

It is said that, after all, the people are selfish—that they have not

relinquished their hostility to the Anti-Slavery cause from pure love
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of principle, but for their own interefit. But is it not a sign of pro-

gress when men who have long resisted our movement have at last

discovered that its claims are coincident with their worldly interest?

Saints— perfect people—do not travel in regiments; and if I

thought the slaves could net be emancipated before the mass of the

people are brought up to the standard of absolute justice and right-

eousness, I should expect them to grind in the prison-house for cen-

turies. No good cause has ever triumphed except through influences

and motives as various and mixed as those now operating in our

country for the overthrow of slavery. If men preach the Gospel of

Freedom, even though it be for strife and contention, shall we not

rejoice ? If they have formed a purpose to abolish slavery rather

from a regard to their own interest than from love to the slave, shall

we not thank God and take courage ?

Charles C. Burleigh. What does it indicate in regard to the

position of our cause, that selfishness should incline any man to seem

to favor it ? Is it not a sign of progress and triumph ?

SPEECH OP JAMES N. BUFFUM.

You assigned me the duty of collecting the money, instead of

speaking, but I am inclined to endorse the last speech, and to say

Amen to brother Johnson. Perhaps my experience as a business

man is worth something. You know, sir, that I have been deeply

interested in this cause for the last thirty-two years. Although it was

not my privilege to sign the Declaration, I have often wished it had

been. I was only prevented by illness. I glory in the fact that I

was &n Abolitionist before the signing of that Declaration ; and I

would give the best hundred dollars that I possess if my name were

there. As I go about among business men who formerly hated me,

I find them cordial, and expressing their approbation of my senti-

ments, and avowing themselves Abolitionists. I feel encouraged, and

it is a marvel to me to see the change.

While our friend Abby Kelley Foster was speaking this morn-

ing, there were a thousand facts rushing into my mind showing pro-

gress. One I may mention, of an individual who, about two years

ago, ttood upon the platform of a John Brown meeting with a pis-

tol in his hand, threatening death to the Abolitionists. A few days

ago, he oame out in a letter, in which he gloried is *Ms war because,

11
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first, it was to save the natiou's life
;
secondly, because it was going

to end Id a higher civilization ; and above all, he gloried that the

Affican was now able to vindicate his freedom in arms.

I met a venerable man, a short time ago, one of our wealthiest

citizens, who always contended against the principles which I enter-

tain, and he said to me, " Mr. Buffum, are you aware that every

body is coming up to your platform ? " " No, I was not aware of

that; but I know they will do it." "Well, it is a fact, and the

nation has got to carry out your principles, and there is no Oxher sal-

vation for it." I was equally astonished the other day, in going

down State street, in Boston, to meet a gentleman who, a short time

ago,' as he confessed, was in favor of putting down the Abolitionists,

and be said, " Did you know that there was a great anti-slavery

meeting held at the Merchants' Exchange ? " " No." Well, now,

the Mfrchants' E.'«'«hange is the headquarters of all the wealthy

merchants of Boston, and there they are holding anti-slavery meet-

ings, and they have turned the place into an anti-slavery lecture

room ! Fxedkeick Douolass was delivering one of his strongest

anti-slavery lectures, and this man was among the audience listening.

I say, it is marvellous how this \nti-Slavery cause is going on. I

look at It, and thank God and take courage.

The President. Those who think we have not made much pro-

gress remind me of the story of the man in the Deluge, who, after

every thing had been submerged, as the ark came floating by, c, me
splurging up in the midst of the waters, and tried to get in. FaiUng

in this, he said with disgust, " Go to i-hunder with your old ark ; it

is not mu 3h of a shower after all !
" But now the fountains of the

great deep "re broken up, and slavery is going under, and the Ark
of Liberty floating triumphantly, and soou it shall rest on Mount

Ararat, rind those who have kept the covenant shall come forth re-

joicing, and the land shall be redeemed for ever.

SPEECH OF LUCY STONE.

It ip because there is anti-slavery work left to be done that any of

H3 should be speaking here to-day, or asking for help in the work. I

believe that those who have spoken upon the two sides, that much is

to be, done, and that much has been done, are both equally right. It

cannot be that those who have toiled thirty years in such a work as
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this, who have stood on this platform until they have grown old and

gray, and especially in the midst of a strife where our fathers and

brothers, husbands and sons are being slaughtered by thousands, will

cease to labor while that strife goes on, though it may not seem to

require much labor on our part to make the last death-rattle of sla-

very sound in its throat. When I sat here yesterday, and heard the

speakers giving an account of the first meeting of the Society, and

heard one speaker say of James Mott, that in that early da} his hair

was untouched by the gray, I thought I have only known him since

his head was covered with white, but thank God I have known him

60 long ! And Mr. Garrison's hair was not then thinned, making

him to look like the prophet Elisha. But these men were all young

and earnest when they pledged themselves to go on with this work,

and never to cease. I thank God for them ; and I concur in the

ground that they take, that much remains to be done. Prejudice

against the negro is to be overcome ; for slavery is let down deeper

in the hearts of the people of this country than they themselves know.

"We see a great deal of opposition to slavery, and it is wonderful to

see the change. But it is very much like the water in Niagara

river, which goes along because it cannot help it, and not because it

wants to. It may be because I live in New Jersey, in the midst of a

nest of copperheads, where my next door neighbor believes that men

ought to be bought and sold, and tells me frankly to my face that he

believes it ; but I cannot help feeling that there is a great deal of

pro-slavery sentiment yet to be rooted out. We all need to work

for it.

And when we see what our friends Susan B. Anthony and Mrs.

Stanton are doing in New York, almost without aid
;
seeing that

there is need of a law to abolish slavery, lest there should be any

misunderstanding
;
seeing that the Constitution, rightly interpreted,

meant anti-slavery, while the Supreme Court said there was no anti-

slavery about it ; asking for a law so plain that it cannot be mis-

taken, declaring that there shall be no slavery nor involuntary servi-

tude any where in all these United States ; when we see our friends

trying to obtain a million of names to a petition for such a law, is

there nothing to be done on the part of woman ? Men may vote

;

but I shall never forget, unless it ceases to be a fact, that women

have no such possibility of expression. We are not allowed to vote

;

but we may petition, and by and by they will hear. Send these pe-

titions by hundreds and thousands into your villages and hamlets,
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tibere ase a great many young girls who may not have an opportu-

nity to work in other ways, and boys not old enough to vote, who
will be glad to have the oppoitunity to do something, ond they can

oixonlate these petitions. I remember that an old man told me once

that if I came to him again with such a petition, (it was for a law allow-

ing colored people and whites to intermarry,) he would ride me on a

rail. I went eyery year, was never carried on a rail, and his wife

always signed the petition. By and by we can put all these petitions

together, when we have got all the names we can, and carry them in

ft,.krge roll to Congress ; and there will be men there brave enough

and true enough to be willing to present them. And if what we do

shall bring about the result we seek, in aid of the President's procla-

mation, and there shall be a law passed, that there shall be neither

slavery nor involuntary servitude in any part of the United States,

how thankful we shall be ! The youngest boy and the youngest girl,

as well as the oldest man and woman, may thank God^ and rejoice

that they have assisted in making this a free country.

SPEECH OF MRS. FRANCES D. GAGE.

Labibs ani» Gentlemen :

On my lone little isle of the sea, (Paris Island, S. C.,) I have

hardlf had the opportunity of reading newspapers, or knowing what

course the current of events at the North was taking ; and I con-

fess that I have listened to the remarks here, yesterday and to-day,

with some surprise. I did not suppose there was any one interested

in anti-slavery at the North, that had not fwth enough to see through

all that is going on to-day, and to believe that slavery is coming to

an end. Why, old Sophy, at her cabin door, would teach you better

faith than I have heard here from some to-day. She came to see me
after the battle of Fredericksburg, where some of my kindred fell,

and found me weeping. "Missis, what makes you cry, honey?

This isn't a nigger war ; it isn't a secesh war ; it is God's war ; it

will all come out right." And old Sophy, and the great hearts of

the race, have taught us faith, until it is now unwavering. We need

not listen for the words of Mr. Sbwabd, or to learn what the men at

Washington are doing. We can learn a better wisdom, while they

are thinking of it ; and when we speak our hearts strongly enough,

they will respond. Let us be like the Western boys on the Lookout
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Mountain ; when our commander at Washington tells us to take the

rifle-pits nt the bottom of the mountain, and we have taken them, let

us, with enthusiasm, with our knapsacks on our backs, move onward

and upward until we take the batteries at the top, without waiting to

talk about having nothing to do. We have a grand work to do. If,

as some of our friends say, Mr; Seward makes a better speech after

the election than before it, let us compel him to continue to make
better speeches until he makes them right. (Applause.)

I have seen better evidence than any thing here that slavery is

coming to an end. I have stood surrounded by black men and

women, not picked men, but black men crushed down as low as Sou^
Carolina could crush them, and that is saying as much as any one

can say ; I have seen them self-sustaining, putting money into their

banks, to supply their own needs. And I have seen the women stay-

ing behind to till the cotton and the corn, and sending their husbands

and sens to the battle-field to fight for liberty. And do you think

this great hope is ready to roll back ? As well attempt to put the

oak back into the acorn, or turn Niagara back upon its fountains. I

tell you nay. Whatever the politicians may do, if the people are

faithful, the end must come, and that end shall be universal freedom.

And new, with regard to these petitions that have been preseuted

to you to-day, sign them and circulate them with a hearty good-will.

If you can do nothing else in your neighborhood, you can circulate

these petitions. And when the women of this country shall give ex-

pression to their private home feelings through these petitions, there

is no power at Washington strong enough to resist the influence. A
million of women, asking for the emancipation of all the slaves of this

Union, will be a larger power than this country has been in the habit

of thinking women possessed. Work faithfully, earnestly, unfalter-

ingly, and the end will come, and we shall sing hallelujahs over a

country redeemed, where no slave sighs in bondage, and no mother

gives birth to a slave.

The President read a letter from John Jolliffe, Esq., formerly

of Cincinnati, now of Washington, written in the expectation that he

might not be able to attend the meeting. Having read the letter,

the President continued : The name of Mr. Jolliffe must be very

familiar to a large number in this audience. He has been a distin-

guished lawyer of Cincinnati, and for a number of years he has

interposed at all times, whenever needed, in behalf of the fugitive

•



86 THIATUiTH AMMITKRSARt OF THB

slaye. Hia life has beea imperilled ; he has been hunted by the

bloodhounds of slavery; and he has won for hiciself the esteem and

love of the friends of freedom every where. Yesterday I was told

that he would not probably be with us, but I am happy to-day to be

ftble to introdaoe him to you.

SPEECH OF JOHN JOLLIFFE.

I did not come here with any expectation of speaking, but to have

my heart cheered by what I should hear. I am glad, however, to

Save an opportunity of standing here to speak to this audience. If

every slave were to be emancipated to-morrow, we should have

enough work to do to keep us busy for a hundred years. The eflfects

of slavery will remain long after every slave has been emancipated.

This people have all to be educated up to the standard God intended

they should occupy in his creation. This is onr hardest work. It is

missionary work, as much so as that of any foreign missionary enter-

prise ever conducted in this country. I have no faith, as a general

rule, in politicians. They are only the exponents of the public will.

This little band of twenty or thirty men have done this mighty

work. Abraham Lincoln's proclamation was not one that came, as

I believe, from his heart. It was one that he was impelled to issue

by the force of public opinion behind him. And if .we want other

proclamations of freedom, or other great enterprises successively, we

must labor with renewed diligence, and they will be acconjplished.

If so much has been done by thirty or forty people in Massachu-

setts, and scattered in different parts of the United States, how much

more can be done when we have a hundred thousand Abolitionists

to aid in the work ? The whole army of the Northwest are Aboli-

tionists, and they epeak against slavery in words so harsh that Mr.

Garrison would never u*iter them.

Mr. G-ARRisoN. I was told that, last evening, one man, \^ho had

always been conservative, left the meeting in consequence of the

tameness of my remarks. He could not stand it ! (Laughter.)

J. Miller McKim, from the Business Committee, reported the

following resolution and memorial, which were adopted by a unani-

mous vote ; the memorial to be signed by the President and other

officers of the Society, and forwarded to the bodies to which it is ad*

dressed

:
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Resolved, That, as the voice of the people is heard through peti-

tious to Cungrees, this Conveution earnestly recommend that this

voice be raised in petitions for an amendment of the Consiitution,

for ever prohibiting slavery within the limits of tbe United States.

MEMORIAL
To the Senate and'Hmse of Representatives, in Congress assembled.

The American Anti-Slavery Society, assembled in its Third Dec-

ade Meeting, in the city of Philadelphia, respectfully petitions your

honorable body so to amend the Constitution that slavery shall be

for ever prohibited within the limits of the United States.

SPEECH OF REV. SAMUEL J. MAY.

I occupied the time yesterday with reminiscences, because the

meeting was in the humor for such things. But I am not disposed

to look back, in the great work which we undertook thirty years ago,

for I see how much remains to be done. My eyes are intently fixed

upon that which is before us. Far from putting off the anti-slavery

armor, I feel that we must buckle it closer to our bodies, our hearts

and souls, resolving that we will not ceasli*from the labor we have

commenced until not only slavery is abolished, but until all that

can be done to repair the damages caused by slavery to the popula-

tion of our country, black and white, shall have been done. That is

the work to which we are called. There seems to be discouragement

in the minds of a few, because, I think, they do not fully appreciate

what has been already accomplished, and are not earnest enough in

behalf of what yet remains. Of course, I have not been satisfied

with all our good President has decreed or proposed ; but I consider

what he was at the commencement of his administration, and per-

ceive that he has made great progress. His interpretation of the

Constitution has trammelled him. But I believe he has always been

honest. At first, hi was on a very low plane— almost as low as the

slaveholder's. But he has risen— recently, has risen faster than the

people. I believe be is ready, willing, eager to rise as far as right-

eousness shall demand; yes, to the summit of the r-^quirements of

impartial justice. Has he not said something to this effect?—"I

am the servant of the people. If the people want emancipation,

why do they not demand it?" Who for a moment believes that our

President, notwithstanding the incubus that hangs upon him in the

persons of some of his Cabinet, will not do all he may think that he

ought to favor the progress of liberty? He must, he will, in al]
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good oonsoience, do only ^hat at the time shall seem to himself to bo

right and proper. I have watched his course ; and *hough I have

been impatient with him, yet have I never seen any thing that has

impaired my confidence in his good intentions, I am persuaded that

lie desires and intends to do right. Let us, then, persevere in the

work we commenced thirty years ago,— educating the people, and

the officials of the people,—the President himself, if he needs in-

struction,— until they and he shall be brought to see, in its original

brightness, the truth, the glorious truth, that was radiated upon our

nation at its birth, and which our fathers declared to be self-evident

;

that truth, which, alas ! has been so obscured that some of our prom-

inent statesmen and divines have dared to pronounce it " a rhetorical

flourish "— " a glittering generality "—"a palpable exaggeration"

—

" an obvious lie " ; aye, aye, and the people have been so politically

depraved as not to be horrified by such utterances, and rise, as they

should have done, with one accord, to denounce such impious traducers

of the Declaration of Independence.

We put our hands to aigreat work, thirty years ago ; greater far

than we then supposed, although much remains to be done, let us

praise God that he has enabled us to do what we have. Although

we did not succeed, as we earnestly endeavored to, in averting what

we clearly foresaw and foretold to be inevitable, if slavery could not

be abolished by moral and religious instrumentalities

—

a civil and

servile war; although we have not been so successful in our labors as

to avert that horrible calamity, may we not rejoice that God, in his

long-suffering and exact justice, is still with our nation,— a nation

guilty beyond all other nations, because our opportunities, our privi-

leges, our light, have all been greater than theirs ? How has he

overruled our mistakes, enlightened our counsels, aad led us, by the

necessities of the case, to adopt the measures which alone can lead to

our redemption ! There is no part of the history of our race, in all

time past, that seems to me to indicate the hand of Almighty God

more distinctly than we see it in his dealings with our nation to-day.

For nothing do I ever give thanks to the Most High more heartily

than for this, that he will not permit the children of men, nationally

any more than individually, to sin with impunity. Never do I offer

a prayer that the consequences of our sins may be averted from us.

I only ask that we may be brought to forsake our sins, and abhor

them. If we throw them not off under the pressing influence of his

goodness, then do I thank God for the chastisemente by winch he
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compels us to reuounce them. So that now, while I am filled with

grief, and my heart is continually harrowed by the reports which

corae to us of the sufferings of our fellow-men, our neighbors, our

relatives, who have been sent into the battle-field, yet, nevertheless,

do I give thanks, that having sinned as we have done, beyond the

day of grace, God is now, in the day of his visitation, helping, com-

pelling the people of our land to do the work meet for repentance

;

and that now, without much longer delay, every yoke is to be broken,

and the millions of our enslaved countrymen are to be set free. The

work which we, with such singleness of purpose and earnestness of

heart, commenced thirty years ago, but found too hard for moral sua-

sion and ecclesiastical discipline to accomplish, wil! now be done,

thoroughly done, by the sterner instruments which the Almighty, in

his righteous displeasure with us, has permitted to be applied.

Let us, then, now that the blindest are coming to see that the sin

of slavery is the cause of our nation's woe, let us now go, by hun-

dreds and thousands, and tens of thousands, and demand of our le-

gislators the entire abolition of slavery throughout the land. Now
is the day, and now the hour. Necessity- demands what justice and

mercy have long begged for in vain. Necessity knows no law, no

constitution, but is a law unto herself. Necessity will compel our

rulers not merely to give liberty to those who have been the subjects

of rebels, but to give liberty to all within our borders; for our ter-

rible experience has taught us that slavery, tolerated any where in

the country, will be a root of bitterness that will ere long produce

iruits certainly not less evil than those which we have eatou of dur-

ing the last three years. Let us go, then, to the Government of our

country, and assure the legislative, the judicial, and the executive

oCce'- of it, that, never while we live, or while those live whom we
have inspired with feelings like our own, never shall the anti-slavery

agitation of our country cease, so long as there is any slavery in

the land. Let them see that we say this not as a mere threat, but as

our solemn conviction of duty. We did not espouse the cause of the

oppressed as a matter of choice. We were impelled to it by a deep

sense of moral obligation ; and that obligation cannot cease to urge

us, until the unparalleled iniquity of American slavery is entirely

and for ever abolished in every part of these United States, and our

country has indeed become " the land of the free, and the asylum of

the oppressed."

U
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Orson 8. Murray expressed his belief that Mr. and Mrs. Foster

had been misapprehended by those who had spoken in reply to them.

A great work was to be done to build up a correct public sentiment

at the North ; and while we turn our attention so much to what has

already been accomplished, there is danger of overlooking the great

work yet to be done.

SPEECH OF ANDREW T. FOSS.

I feel very unwilling to ask you, after listening so long to excel-

lent speeches, to hear what I have to say ; and yet I want to say a

few words. If there is any thing in this world I am covetous of, it

is anti-slavery fame. I do not care about any other, but I want that.

I want my name to stand connected with the Anti-Slavery roovement,

as far as possible. If I have no other legacy to leave the only child

that is spared me, I want to leave an anti-slavery reputation. I was

not a signer of the Declaration of Sentiments made in this place

thirty years ago ; but I can say, with friend Bdffum, that I wish I

had been. He thinks he would be willing to pay a hundred dollars.

I would give ten years of my life, and that is about all I have to

hope for, if I had been a signer of that Declaration. But although

I was not a signer of that Declaration, I was in the field before that.

The first thing I ever heard of anti-slavery was Mr. Garrison's

pamphlet, " Thoughts on Colonization." I had at that time a colo-

nization agent in my house, whom I was expecting to preach for me

the next Sunday; but I was compelled to say to him, "What shall

I do ? I agree entirely with the views of this pamphlet." But I

told him—"I will let you preach for mc on one condition; and

that is, that you will let mo reply to you. On no other condition

will I consent, for from this time henceforth I am an immediate, un-

conditional Abolitionist." I believe I was born so ; for I have no

knowledge of any conviction or of any conversion. The moment I

heard this Gospel of Truth, I accepted it. But I did not feel like

entering directly upon this as the great work of my life. That was

the ministry to which I had been ordained ; but I intended to preach

the everlasting gospel, and as much anti-slavery as the gospel would

afford. So I wrote me an anti-alavery sermon, I believe the first

ever delivered in New Hampshire, and delivered it with the hope that

it woiuld be popular. I prepared the sermon with more interest than

I had ever felt in writing a sermon before ; and I waited the next
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Sunday Eforning with the utmost impatience for thebeil to ring; and

when ife rung, it seemed to me it would ring for ever. The words

of the Lord were shut up like fire in my bones, and I wanted to give

them utterance. I went into my pulpit, and had a crowded audience.

I expected to get a hearty response from them. I had a Judge of

the Supreme Court of the State sitting in the broad aisle, and I

thought that when I got along a little way, I should look down and

see the Judge nodding his head, and looking smilingly upon me.

But in about fifteen minutes I looked down, and the Judge, instead

of smiling approbation, looked as if he was about to pass sentence

of death upon me. I was disappointed ; but I said, " I have put my
hand to the plough, and I will plough this furrow out, at any rate."

And 60, from that day to this, I have been trying to do what I could

for anti-slavery. For twenty years I tried to bring the Baptist

Church, its Bible Societies, Missionary Societies and Tract Societies,

upon the true ground on the anti-slavery question, until I gained the

reputation of being a disturber of Zion. But at last I came to the

conclusion that I could free the Baptist Church, and all other

churches, faster outside of them than I could in them. It seemed as

if I could get a better hold of them outside ; and so, for the last

ten years, I have been outside of the Church. And if the Church

stands higher to-day than she did thirty years ago, I lay the unction

to my soul that I have lifted some ounces towards getting her up.

I am full of hope and expectation. I may be disappointed, as I

have been two or three times in my life ; but I have never been dis-

appoioted when I have placed my faith in Almighty God, and I

shall not be now. We are to see slavery end at some time, and the

only question is how soon, and by what instrumentality? I believe

it will end by the hand of this war. I believe that when the last

rebel is either dead or subdued— and God grant that one or the

other may take place soon!— there will not be a slave clanking his

chain in all this land. It may be assumption for me to say that all

this is as clear to me as the sunlight; but if I cannot give any

better reason for it, I will give that of Milly, in Mrs. Stowe's

Dked," that " I feel it in my bones." I know there is a great

work to be done. I feel that I am doing it, and I mean to keep

doing until the last labor is accomplished. But I must have this

encouragement to bear me up, as I move around in the work, to be-

lieve that every blow is efiBCtual, and counts for the truth at last.

We are getting near the end, and I expect to live to see slavery aboU
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ished. I mean to be at the great jabllee, wherever it is hilden ; and

I suppose that will be all over the land, every where. I said, a little

while ago, that I was about ready to die; but a friend says there are

a hundred years' work to do, and so I think I will live on s^nd labor

on until the last effort that human nature is capable of putting forth

shall be finished. Then will be the right time to die ; and I promise

you that I will die when my time comes.

Now I bid you farewell, and invite you all to be presect with me
at the jubilee, which is near at our doors.

SPEECH OF STEPHEN S. FOSTER.

If I have not made a good speech myself, I have at least been

the occasion cf half a dozen good speeches. Last evening, a pro-

fessed phrenologist came to me, and asked the privilege of putting

his hands for a few moments on my head. He wanted to ascertain

the cerebral developments of such a peculiar man. I assented, and

when I reached my quarters, he was waiting for me. After feeling

of my head a while in siienoe, he said : " Mr. Fosteb, I am very

much surprised. I expected to find Combativeness and Destructive-

ness very large in your head. On the contrary, I find them exceed-

ingly small." Now, I think that gentleman was not the only one

mistaken in this Convention. I have been represented to this audi-

ence as living in a cloud. That is news to me. It is news, I am
sure, to my wife, who thinks I shall upset every thing, I have so

little caution. I always look at things from the brightest side, and

I suppo ed I ahrays lived in the sunlight. Our friend Foss stands

here to-day in the sunshine of hope. I never saw a day in which I

did not believe I should live to see slavery dead and buried out of

sight ; because I meant to take such care of my physical constitution

that I should outlive this monster. I calculate upon attending the

funeral of slavery, and will preach the sermon, if some of my asso-

ciates do not live to do it. I expect to pronounce my malediction

there with a full and overflowing heart.

There is a principle always guiding me to be with the minority. I

have always felt that my place is with the minority, defending the

weak point. When you were desponding, I preached hope to such

an extent that I was called a hair-brained enthusiast. How many

times have my friends cautioned me, upon this platform, against such

excessive hope! And why? Because nobody else was hopeful.

But now, when you are all overflowing with hope, in Heaven's
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name, is it any harm if one man lookn around to see if there are any

breakers ahead, and to warn you 1 it is not yet time to lay off

your armor? Suppose there are no ureakers ahead, will it do you

any harra to be watchful and vigilant ? Does my preaching lull you

to inact v"ty? But in the hurry this morning, crowding into fifteen

mirjutf s a s^^eech of two hours and a half, I inadvertently said that

if any of you were disposed to retire from the conflict, I was not

;

and that, by implication, was regarded as a censure. In the first

place, I did not intend it as a censure. If you can serve the Anti-

Slavery cause better off the platform, then gc, and my heart goes

with you. But for one, I have confidence in the instrumentalities

we have used these thirty years, and my motto is still, " No Union

with Slaveholders! " Mo union with the United States Government,

80 long as a sl;:ve treads the American soil ! That is my position.

If you do not like this kind of armor, lay it off and go somewhere

else, and my heart and hand shall go with you. If you are battling

with slavery upon the field of blood, you are not on my platform.

That is an aggressive weapon, that we repudiated at the outset ; and

we pledged ourselves never to use it. I cast, therefore, no reflections

upon those who have left our platform, or resort to this mode of

warfare ; but for one, I will continue as I ever have done. I do not

censure any one who works not upon our platform ; but it ought to be

known to us— it was not known to our friend May, or he would not

have said there was not a member of the Executive Committee, or

prominent member of the Society, who was disposed to retire from

this warfare— that there are members of the Executive Committee

of the American Anti-Slavery Society who are decidedly opposed to

car eying on this warfare any longer as we have done, and think that

ou sending forth anti-slavery agents would do more barm than

good. I do not question the anti-slavery integrity of those friends.

They have my fullest confidence, so far as their moral and anti-slavery

worth is concerned. I only say they differ from me as to instru-

mentalities. I think that if we are " the sacramental host of God's

elect," we should stand together on this platform ; but while I pre-

fer to labor here, I will give my heart and hand to any friend who

will labor any where else in our cause.

Thomas Whitson said : This has been an interesting meeting to

me ; and the reason you have not heard from me has been, that all I

wanted to say has been so much better said by others.

The Society adjourned until 7 P. M.
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SECOND DAY—EvENiNo Session.

The Society assembled at 7 o'clock, the Hall being crowded to its

iiimost capacity.

BoBBRT PoEVis, OD rising to speak, was received with marked en-

thusiasm. He delivered an impassioned address, dwelling oiainly

upon the prescriptive spirit of caste, which, in defiance of the funda-

mental principles of the American Government, deprives the colored

man of his political, educational and social rights, and often exposes

him to insult and outrage. We regret that we have no report of his

speech, having been disappointed in the expectation that he would

himself write it out for publication.

Mr. Purvis, before commencing his address, read the following

memoir of one of the earliest friends of the Anti-Slavery cause in

tbis country:—

MEMOIR OF ARNOLD BUFFUM.

Arnold Buffom, first President of the New England Anti-Slavery

Society, son of William and Lydia Bdffum, was born at Smithfield,

H. L, 1782.

In the house of his father, who was a member of the old Aboli-

tion Society, Arnold, when a child, often listened to the stories of

an old colored man who had once been a slave. After telling of

the oruelties and degradations of his slave life, he would proudly say

of his youngest son, " Pbro loves Coffeb more than all his children,

'cause he free born !

"

From his earliest youth, Arnold Buffum maintained a faithful

testimony against slavery, though his true, loving heart was often

deeply wounded by the coldness and enmity of those who had once

been his friends. For, at the time when great fortunes were first

made by cotton manufacturers in New England, they believed that

cotton could only be furnished at profitable rates by slave labor, and
they disliked, and sought to silenci, all expression against it. Great
was his joy to meet William Lloyd Garrison, and the glorious

company who formed the first Anti-Slavery Society.

In 1825. Arnold Boffdm visited England, and there «>njoyed the

society and friendship of Elizabeth Fry, Amelia Opie, Thomas
Clarkson, JosBPH Sturqe, Bichakd Webb, and others, who heartily

sympathized with him in his love of liberty.

After a life spent in earnest work to promote Education, Tempe-
rance, and Emancipation, he departed March 18th, 1859, at the age

of 77 years, having earned the title, Friend or Man, and hib end
was peace.
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The Prksident. There are on the table a considerable nuiiber of

letters addressed to the meeting by friends of the cause who could

not be with us in person. Interesting as thej are, and much as we
esteem the writers, we are constrained for want of time to omit

reading thera. They will be published, however, with our pro-

ceedings.

SPEECH OF THEODORE TILTON.

Good Feiends :

I thank you for this courtesy, and wish I could eay something

worthy of your good-will. But when the Committee asked me to

speak, I pleaded that I might sit dumb ; because this is a meeting

for retrospect— for old men's tongues and young men's ears. Sit-

ting for two days on this platform, I have not been able to realize,

even yet, that this is a public meeting. I know the doors stand open

to all comers, and many strangers are here
; yet, looking over this

multitude, I see such a host of my own dear and personal friends—
men and women whose names I could name— whose hands I have

often clasped in fellowship— at whose board I have partaken hospi-

tality— from whose lips I have had many pleasant words of good

cheer— that now, as I look upon you all, gathered here from many
different towns, and cities, and States— brought together after many
miles of journeying— it seems to me that this meeting is mainly

and chiefly a family raiinion of fathers and children— and that I

am one of the children. And now, though I am summoned to my
feet to speak, my mind keeps wandering away from all the intellect-

ual activities that have marked the three preceding sessions of this

Convention, and I am thinking at this moment, not of any of the

great questions that have been discussed— not of any keen encounter

of debate— nor, indeed, of any cunning argument with which to-

night I might hope to win you to new allegiance to the good cause

—

but rather of the devout gratitude to God that fills my heart be-

cause of His giving to ?we— the latest and least man among you—
one born out of due time— a share, however humble and small,

in that sublime work upon which you have now set the crown of

thirty victorious years ! My heart rises to niy lips, and makes me
say. May grace and mercy and peace from God our Father abide

upon us all to-night

!

Sir, I know these people ! And I speak the truUi when I say
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^at here before as sit maaj humble men and women of whom the

world is not worthy. And here behind us on this platform are

whitened heads, in whose presence I stand reverent and abashed.

Who am I that I should stand up among such as these ? Shall a

pupil discourse to his teachers ? Thirty years ! Sir, I know not so

many. This Society is two years older than I. Before my cradle

waa rocked, you were already in the world, able to walk alone.

(Laughter.)

As you have all been talking personalities, you must let me do the

game. On my way to this Convention, I received a curious letter.

It was concerning my genealogy. Now, I was never greatly inter-

ested in genealogies, and never took any pains to trace' my lineage

backward into the past— always feeling that I should never be very

proud of it. I find now, that I am directly descended from the

English mobility— nothing to be proud of, certainly! (Laughter.)

Yet there is a redeeming feature in the history. The ancestral no-

bleman was Sir John Tilton, who spent his fortune on the Gunpow-

der Plot, and got hung for it ! (Laughter.) I knew before, that a

later aooestor was Petbr Tilton, who hid the Kegicides at Hadley,

Massachusetts. Later than this, I was born in the very year and

month when Mr. Gabeison was mobbed in Boston! Now, these

three facts, taken together, give me, I think, a valid title to my agi-

tating tendencies ! (Laughter.)

It was a beautiful pictm-e, that drawn by Whittiee in hia letter

of yesterday morning, of the small upper room in a black man's

house in this city, where, thirty years ago, the architects of this So-

ciety went up one after another, and signed their names to their sol-

, emn covenant against American slavery. I could draw a picture,

not BO quiet and pleasant, of the place where I made my own cove-

nant— not with any man, but with God— to spend my life in the

same cause. It was in the city of Richmond. This auction-block

standing here adds double vividness.to my recollection of the scene.

Under the red flag of a slave auctioneer, I walked into a slave mar-

ket, and heard a voice crying, " This woman's name is Maet— how

muoh am I bid for her?"— and there, before ro eyes, standing on

sach a block as this, was a woman holding a babe at her breast, a

boy standing at one side, and a girl at the other ! Shall I tell you

what became of them? The mother and the babe were sold to

North Carolina, the boy to Georgia, and the girl to Missouri. My
soul flashed iato my face like fire, and then and there, in that slave-
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pen, I said to myself. By the grace of God, as Hannibal swore eter-

nal hostility to Rome, I swear eternal hostility to American slavery

!

(Applause.) This was my first sight of that great conspiracy against

human nature, which, breaking out afterwards into an armed rebel-

lion against the Republic, has crowned that capital city with a crown

of crime. This, sir, is my reminiscence to add to yours.

Now, after thirty years, what hath God wrought? The other day

I was reading a little memorial of Mr. Garrison's early labors in

establishing The Liberator, when the profits of the paper were so

omall that the editor and his printer lived chiefly on bread and

wat«r; "but," said the printer, "when we sold more copies than

usual, we bought each a cup of milk." That, sir, was the milk-and-

water period of the Anti-Slavery enterprise. (Laughter.) To-day,

the good Cause feeds on strong meat! My friend, the Rev. Mr.

SiiOANE, of New York, told me that when Ije was a boy in Ohio,

where his father's bourse stood always open for hospitality to all anti-

slavery itinerants, a lecturer came there one day, whose coat showed

that it had been kissed by an egg, and one that had a bad breath.

" Let me wipe off the stain," said young Sloane. " Never mind, my
lad," said the hero, " for if you rub it off, I will only catch another

at the next town." (Laughter.) But now-a-days, an anti-slavery

lecturer may go to the next town, and the next, and the next, and

keep a clean coat clean all the way ! And now, how sublimely has

God evolved out of the small beginnings of this enterprise of thirty

years ago, the grand results which all men's eyes see to-day ! For

though the cause is yet in its struggle, it cannot suffer defeat. Its

beginners are likely to live to see its glorious end. " Behold how

great a matter a little fire kindleth
! " Behold how much has been

accomplished by the patient labors of a few brave souls, who finally

have set all the world to work with them in the same great cause \

How few were the originators of this enterprise ! They were only a

handful ! Yes, Jupiter's thunderbolts were only a handful, but they

shook the whole world ! (Applause.) I thiok often of that saying

of Annie of Austria, " God does not pay at the end of every week,

but he pays at las*." Now, at the end of a generation, for all the

struggle, for all the toil, for all the obstacles and perils, for all the

burdens borne in the heat of the day— what a rich reward falls to

these early laborers, young then, but now gray!— what retrospect

and prospect!—what memories of the past and hopes of the future

!

la the beginning, the whole power of the Government-— its laws, its

13
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]KtIici€«, its bayonets, bore against the slave; now all these, like

abacpeaed arrows, are barbed against the slave's master. The great

slave-mongers of History have been Oommeroe and War. But now

Co>a|ia>eroe has set her hand and seal to a treaty against the slave

trade ; and War, no longer an enslaver, has become an emancipator.

(Applause.) Mr. Purvis gave a fit and beautiful designation to the

great decree of the President, which crowned that new year with a

new policy. What is the significance of that act? A Lombard

king who marched through the length of Italy, coming to the south

shore, rode on horseback into the water up to the saddle-girth, when,

rising in his stixrnps, he took a javelin, and, hurling it far forward,

exclaimed, as it feil into the sea, " Thus far do I extend the boun-

dary of the Lombard power !

" So Abraham Lincoln, drawing from

the War Power the beneficent weapon of Emancipation, has hurled

it ovor nine rebellious States, saying, " Thus far do I extend the

boundary of Human Freedom ! " (Applause.)

But by whom was this weapon put into the President's hands? I

w^U ifill you. Dst Tocqubvilui, who wrote of this country as it was

thirty years ago, said that such were then the prevailing views of

Federal rights and State rights, that if a conflict should arise between

the Government at Washington and the Government at any State cap-

ital, the State would be sta-ong enough to pluck the victory, and the

Federal centre would be too weak to do any thing but yield. Now,

what if this rebellion, ic .tead of breaking out in 1860, had broken

out in 18807 It would then have conquered the Government!

l?othing could have saved the Union from the disintegrating blow.

Now what, daring these last thirty years, has so strengthened the

Government that it is now able to conquer, not one, but a dozen re

'

bellioQS States ? It is that change in the moral convictions of a free

people, which, more and more unifying Northern opinions and inter-

ests against the South, now at last knits and binds all the loyal

States into a steadfast allegiance to the Federal Government, and

gives to the Executive every weapon needed to crush the rebellion,

and to preserve the Republic. The conspiracy, we are told, began

nbont thirty years ago ; its antidote began about the same time.

While our enemy was secretly fashioning his spear, God inspired a

company of good men to set to work immediately to make the shield.

It was thus that the anti-slavery agitation arose— the mass of the

people not knowing why, and clamoring against it as the disturber of

t)^r peace, little dreaming ^at this very agitation was to create
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their ^ture safeguard against an approaching conspiracy. I declare,

what history will prove, that the unity of the North to-day, in its

conflict with the South, is a legitimate result of that moral awak -

ening whose first trumpet-call this Society sounded into the startled

ears of the nation thirty years ago. (Applause.) The Anti-Slavery

agitation, and this alone, to-day makes it possible for Abraham Lin-

coiN to stand victor over the slaveholders' rebellion! (/ipplause.)

All honor, therefore, to the early pioneers of the Anti-Slavery move-

ment ! The nation owes to these men its present safety ; and when

it has time to stop and think, it will give them, as the reward due to

their labors, the gratitude of the present and of future generations.

(Applause.)

The same Divine Providence— for it has not been the work of

man— the same Pro'^idence that began this sublime work will carry

it victoriously to its consummation. I never reflect without pity

upon the long unhappy condition of that dusky race of four million

of human souls, who, under a free government and in a Christian

age, have been chained down to the basest servitude ever known in

the world. The strong may take care of themselves, but the weak

ought to be helped. That is man's duty and God's example. The

heavenly Father cares for all, but mostly for those who need most

care. The Scriptures take no pains to say that He cares for such

sp.itrows as are strong of wing, but tenderly mention that he cares

for such as fall to the ground. If men, therefore, are of more value

than many sparrows, will He not lift; up that lowly multitude that so

long have been bowed down to the ground ? One flay, while sitting

in my office, I received from Mr. (Jreblby a hurried not'^, somewhat

as follows: "My friend, read the enclosed, and if you can do any

thing for the poor man, I know you will." The enclosed was a little

bit of blue paper, sweat-stained, written upon in a scrawling, strag-

gling hand, misspelled, and ran in this wise :
'< I am a fugitive slave

in Canada. I came from Maryland five years ago, leaving my father

behind me, an old man, of whom 1 cannot hear whether he is alive

or dead. I have written many letters, but get no answers. What
shall I do?" This was the substance. After reading the note, I

dropped it on my desk, saying, it is a hopeless case. In a few min-

utes somebody knocked at my door, and in came an old, weather-

beaten black man, white-haired and venerable. He was on his way

from Maryland northward— for I never yet found any of that

class of people on their way southward. His name was Samusi.
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^tmrstk The aame in the letfier was Hbnet Grbbk. " Did yoa

e?er knoW a man by tho of Hemet Gbbbn? " I asked. "I

had a bod," said he, "by that name. He ran out of slavery five

years agp, and I never have heard from him Hince." *' Now listen^"

(wid I ; and I read the letter to him, and watched his face. " It is

my son," said he, " my son Hbwk* !
" And that same evening the

railroad train bore him northward, and on the ^cond day afterward

he kissed his son's cheek !— a reunion as of two persons rising to

meet each other from the grave, after five years of death ! Now,

my friends, the same Divine Hand that brought together so strangely

those two sundered hearts, is stretched out of the heavens for the help

of all the sorrowing four million, and w?.ll, sooner or later, lead them

every one into the *' light and liberty of the sons of Goc." (Ap-

plause.) Fqr Gov and all good angels are working together for the

eradication of slavery fropa this land. And we are near the day of

victory. I am informed that an old man in this State, lying,on his

death-bed at the beginning of the year, was told by his family that

the President had decreed liberty to the slaves. "Bead me the

Proclamation," said he ; and after it was read, he folded his feeble

hands, saying, " Now, Lord, lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,

for mine eyes have beheld the salvation of my country." Shortly

afterward ue died— leaving the nation to a new and nobler life.

But we must not flatter ourselves that the work is already done, or

will be done to-morrow or the next day. It may be that the shadow

of war on the land has not yet grown as dark as God means it. It

may be that we have not yet suffered enough for purification— for

we are refined by fire, and disciplined by sorrow. But even though

it be by the path of blood and tears, let us thank God that, by any

path, he is leading the nation forward to liberty.

This Convention has been one of good cheer. It has ministered

refreshix^ent to my soul. There has been an Indian Summer in its

atmosphere which has warmed my blood, and quickened my pulse.

Bat I have been so over-filled with a strong sympaUiy that my mind

has been robbed and dispossessed of all the thoughts that a better for-

tune might have thrown bto my remarks. I know it is said that

" oat of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh," yet one

might make another proverb, and say, " Out of the over-abundance

of tjbe heart the mouth would hold its peace." And now, my friends,

while we are having the baptism of fire and blood in the land, let us

have the baptism of the Holy Ghost in our souls. O, sir, when one
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looks at the magnitude of the cause, its moral grandeur, its infi-

nite importance fox* humanity, and then looks at bis own weak-

ness in its advocacy, what can he do but cry out, " Who is suffi-

cient for these things ? " What manner of man ought one to be who

takes upon himself the championship of liberty ! How ought one to

purgs himself of all that is base and mean ! How clean aud pure of

fOul ought to be the man who dares to rebuke a nation for its sin

!

Lot 'IS look up into the heavens for the benediction of God upon us

aud upon our work.

" Anoint and cheer onr soiled face

With the abundance of thy grace."

Time flies. Clarkson and Wilbbbforcb are in their graves, but

their names are precious. The venerable men on this platform shall

sooner or later follow, leaving behind them like precious names.

For there are some within the sound of my voice whose names shall

be as enduring as American history. Yet it makes very little differ-

ence who shall be remembered or who forgotten; for when these

present storms shall give way to blue skies—when the fields now

red. with blood shall be green with peace— when every chain shall

be t)roken, and every slave shall offer thanksgiving— all true souls,

forgetting the mere human instruments of the Divine will, will cry

out, " Not unto us, not unto us, but unto thy name be thy victory,

O Lord God of Hosts!" (Applause.)

Thb Pebbidbnt. For one, I am always rejoiced to hear of the

success of any candidate, in any part of the country, who represents

the idea of liberty. Whatever may be said with regard to his

merely echoing public sentiment, one thing I know, that a man some-

times comes into o&ce without losing his manhood, and keeps his

integrity. We have such a man with us here to-night, in the person

of Senator Wilson. He did not wait till the public sentiment was

created, whereby he could safely aspire to public oSice ; but long be-

fore he ever dreamed of office, as early as 1836, his interest in the

struggle for the abolition of slavery began, and has continued from

that hour to this. If he has been Kepresentative and Senator in

Massachusetts, Senator in the United States Congress representing

Massachusetts, and is there still, it is not because he has played the

part of a demagogue, but because he has dared to speak the words

of fireedom, and to maintam the oaose of the slave. (Applause.) ^
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SPEECH OF HON. HENRY WILSON.

IICx. P|aSIDjBN7:

I came here to look iaio the faces and to h'iar the voices of the

honored men who, thirty years ago, laid the foundations of the Anti-

Slavory movement in America upon the rights of human nature and

the laws of the living God. Passing on to the post of duty assigned

me in the councils of the Republic, I gladly pause to-day to pay the

tribute of my sincere respect, gratitude and admiration to the men,

and the women too, of the American Anti-Slavery Society, who, for

a generation, have vindicated the proscribed cause of the bondmen of

Ohristian America with a fidelity unsurpassed in any age or nation.

(Applause.) I came here too, sir, to catch something of that spirit

of self-saorifioing devotion to the cause of liberty and humanity that

has animated you and the devoted friends who have gathered around

you in the straggles of these thirty years. Thi ^resident of the

t}^nite48tates, as he stood the other day among th Tes of the fal-

len brave on the immortal field of Gettysburg, said that the lesson

there taught should be an inspiration to greater efforts in the future,

in the cause of our perilled country. This anniversary festival, sa>

ored to the memories of past struggles, is to tis an inspiration and a

hope. I leave you to-night to go to the theatre of public duty,

where anti-slavery men are to be tried as perhaps they were never

tried before, inspired with the determination to do all that I can to

break the last fetter of the last slave in the United States. (Long-

ooiktiniied applause.)

You, Mr. President, were kind enough to say that, in political life,

I did not wait for public opinion before committing myself to the

f^red cttuae of equal and impartial liberty. On this occasion, when

we inttj recur to the reeoUeotions and reminiscences of the past,

I may be pardoned in saying that I was an anti-slavery man

years before I entertained any political aspirations, or formed any

political assooiations. In the Spring of 1836, 1 visited the capital

of my oountry. Pacing in the oars from Baltimore to Washington,

I saw several slave women toiling in the fields. Turning to a gentle-

man dicing by me, I exprMsed the dpinion that slavery was an evil

and a. diiho&or, and was told, rather sharply, that I could not be

permitt^ to eacpress such an opinion in the State of Maryland."

init^ wa9i f^fpSt .Oiy.first ntteranee iigaxnst slBvery, and tiie first
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rebuke I ever received for such an utterance. I went on to the cap-

ital of my country. I saw slavery beneath the shadow of the flag

that waved over the Capitol. I saw the slave-pen, and men and wo-

men and children herded for the market of the far South ; and at the

table at which sat Senator Moeris, of Ohio, then the only avowed

champion of freedom in the Senate of the United States, 1 expressed

my abhorrence of slavery and the slave traffic in the capital of this

Democratic and Christian Republic^ I was promptly told that " Sen-

ator MoBRis might be protected in speaking against slavery in the

Senate, but I would not be protected in uttering such sentiments." I

left the capital of my country with the unalterable resolution to give

all that I had, and all that I hoped to have of power, to the cause of

emancipation in America ; and I have tried to make that resolution

a living faith from that day to this. (Applause.) My political asso-

ciations, from that hour to the present, have always been guided by

my opposition to slavery, in every form, and they always will be so

guided. In twenty years of public life, I may have committed

errors of judgment, but I have ever striven *' to write my name," in

the words of William Lbqqett, « in ineffaceable letters on the Abo-

lition record." Standing here to-night, in the presence of veteran

anti-slavery men, I can say, in all the sincerity of conviction, that I

would rather have it written upon the humble stone that shall mark

the spot where I shall repose when life's labors are done, " He did

what he could to break the fetters of the slave," than to have it

recorded, " He filled the highest stations of honor in the gift of his

countrymen." (Loud applause.)

As J. have listened, Mr. President, here to-day to the reminiscen-

ces of the past, I have endeavored to reali7e the condition of the

Anti-Slavery cause in America, when you, sir, and your associates,

thirty years ago, founded here, in this city of Philadelphia, the

American Anti-Slavery Society. When our fathers came out of the

fiery trials of the Revolution, they believed that slavery would pass

away under our republican institutions and Christian civilization;

but the spirit of the revolutionary era passed away as its claampions

passed from earth. When the American Anti-Slavery Society was

formed, in 1838, the conquest and subjugation of the country by the

slave-masters who had forgotten the teachings of the fathers was

oomplet^ Institutions of learning, of benevolence and religion, po-

litical orgMiizations and public men, all bowed in unr^bting submis-

sbu to the iron will of the slave-masters who ruled the governments
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ef tibe slftTeVoIding States, and shaped the policy of the Bepublio.

Wliett youj sir, and your comrades organized the American Anti-

SlftT«Ery Society, and proclaimed immediate emancipation to be the

daty of the master and the right of the slave, you believed, in the

br^t ftrdor of that moment, that Christian America would respond

to yoar noble appeals, would soon break every yoke, undo the heavy

bnrdeas, and let the oppressed go free. But the sentinels of the

slave-masters sounded the alarm. They demanded that institutions

of learning and religion, public men and the public press, should

disown the heresy of imm^iate emancipation, and mark and brand

its advocates. They demanded the suppression of freedom of discus-

sion and the liberty of the press. Timid, nerveless conservatism

cowered before the imperious demands of Southern slave-masters.

The reign of terror was inaugurated, law was prostrated in the dust,

and the friends of the slave held property, liberty, and life itself, at

the mercy of lawless mobs, who set at defiance the laws of God, and

the decencies of civilization.

But, amid scenes of lawlessness, violence, social proscription, and

official rebuke, the heroic men who inaugurated the Anti>Slavery

movement d«d not quail or shi-ink from fearful conflicts, from which

the timid instinctively recoiled. Their spirits rose and mantled as

the storm of denunciation beat upon their devoted heads. They

looked danger in the eye—they hurled defiance at arbitrary power.

They saw with clear vision that the conflict was not a war of men,

but of ideas and institutions. Like John Adams, they saw " through

the gloom of the present, the rays of ravishing light and glory."

They echoed the hopeful words of one of Freedom's poets—

" The few shall not for ever svay,

Th? mimy toil in sorrow

;

The powers of hell are strong to-day,

Bat Ohbist shall rise to-morrow."

Confident of the future, sir, they reechoed your defiant words

:

** We are in earnest; we will not equivocate; we will not excuse;

we will not retreat a single inch ; and we will be heard ! " (Ap-

pliftuae.) Vew in numbers, strong only in their principles and the

potency of their measures, they began that conflict with the advance

iag ho8to of the legions of slavery, which has stirred the country to

its j^rofoundest depths for thirty years. Honored then, for ever hon-

om^ b« the mon who, in the days of perilled liberty, when the
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shadows of slavery were darkening all the land, " cast an arch," in

the ^'ords of Nath\nikl Peabody Rogeks, " upon the horizon like a

semi-circle of polar lights, and upon it bent the motto, ' Immediate

Emancipation !
' glorious as the rainbow." (x\pplause.)

Great movements, affecting the relations of the people and of the

nation, cannot be measured by the hours. By years, by epochs

alone, can we measure the progressive advancement of a movement

so grand and comprehensive as the Anti-Slavery movement in Amer-

ica. What mighty changes have been wrought in th(3 condition of

the Anti-Slavery cause in the United States since the Ajuerican Anti-

Slavery Society was organized by representatives of ten States, in

1833 ! Then a few unknown and nameless men were its apostles

;

now the most accomplished intellects in America are its champions.

Then a few prosc-ibed and hunted followers rallied around its ban-

ners ; now it has laid its grasp upon the conscience of the nation, and

millions rally around the folds of its flag. Then not a statesman in

America accepted its doctrines or advocated its measures; now it

controls more than twenty States, has a majority in both Houses of

Congress, and the Chief Magistrate of the Republic decrees the

emancipation of three millions of men. (Applause.) Then, every

Free State was against it
;
now. Western Virginia, Delaware, Mary-

land and Missouri pronounce for the emancipation of their bondmen.

Then the public press covered it with ridicule and contempt ; now the

most powerful journals in America are its organs, scattering its

truths broadcast over all the land. Then the religious, benevolent

and literary institutions of the land rebuked its doctrines and pro-

scribed its advocates ; now it shapes, moulds and fashions them at its

pleasure. Then political organizations trampled disdainfully upon

it; now it looks down in the pride of conscious power upon thvj

wrecked political fragments that float at its feet. Then it was impo-

tent and powerless ; now it holds public men and political organi-

zations in the hollow of its hand. (Applause.) Then the public

voice sneered at and defied it ; now it is master of America, and has

only to be true to itself to bury slavery so deep that the hand of no

returning despotism can reach it. (Great applause.)

Mr, President, you and some others who founded the Society

whose thirtieth anniversary you this day celebrate, have lived to see

the sentiments embodied in your Declaration of Principles dissemi-

nated all over the land, and accepted by the American people. A
few months ago, this beautiful city of Philadelphia was believed to

14
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be one of the most pro-slavery of the cities of the loyal States

;

now, Philadelphia is the most loyal, is the most anti-slavery city of

the Free States. But a few years ago, an anti-slavery man could

hardly utter an anti-slavery sentiment in a political canvass without

harm to his political friends. In the last canvass in this Common-

wealth of Pennsylvania, in every portion of the State, the champions

of the Government clearly and distinctly denounced slavery, and

aostained the proclamation of Abraham Lincoln, emancipating more

than three millions of men. (Applause.) Sir, it has been my fortune,

during the last three months, to address my fellow-citizens in several

of the States, and I am proud to say to you that the supporters of

ihe Government have spoken as distinctly and clearly in favor of the

extinction of slavery in America as do the men who surround me

on this platform. The people see with clear vision that slavery is

the rebellion ; that slavery has dug more than a hundred thousand

graves of loyal meo ; that slavery hates the country and its repub-

lican institutions; and that mercy to slavery is a crime against our

country. (Gteat applause.)

I am, Mr. President, filled with hope and confidence in the future

of my country. I belong not to that class of men who are wont to

claim a victory before they have won it. I believe that victory is

never sure, so long as there is any thing left undone to win it ; and I

say to the aati-slavery men, and women too, that, while you have a

clear right to be hopeful and confident of the future, you have a duty

to perform that will test all your devotion, all your firmness, all your

wisdom. We are to be tried— the Government is to be tried. It

was suggested to-day that, should the rebels surrender, they would

continue to hold their slaves as bondmen. I do not believe it— for

I have faith in the American people, and I know they will never per-

mit it. (Great enthusiasm.) But should Jeff. Davis and his com-

peers in treason lay down their arms, you would see the Peace De-

mocracy, that, during the last thirty years, has committed every

crime slavery bade it commit—you would see that Democracy whoso

life is bound up in the existence of slavery, every where demand that

slavery should live, and the slave-masters come biack again to govern

the Republic. And we should see timid men with us, but hardly

of us, cowardly shrinking back, consenting to make an inglorious

peace, and leave slavery to redden, in another age, as it has in this,

the fields of America with the blood of patriotism. Yet, while we

are to be tried, I believe we shall remain firm, true and faithful, and
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that we shall triumph. The way- to triumph is to assume that the

proclamation of Abuauam Lincoln, emancipating three millions

three hundred thousand slaves in the ten rebel States, is the irrepeal-

able law of this laud ; that thi^ Christian nation is pledged to every

slave, to the country, to the v;orld, and to Almighty God, to see that

every one of these bondmen is free for ever and for evermore.

(Great applause.) Let the loyal men of America assume, as the

irrevocable law of the land, that slavery does not now exist in the dis-

loyal States ; and that every black man there is free. The President

of the United States has pledged the physical power of all America

to enforce the Proclamation of Freedom ; seven hundred thou-

sand loyal bayonets bear that proclamation upon theiv glittering

points. (Applause.)

When the people of the United States, in November, 18G0,

thronged to the ballot-boxes, and, in spite of the menaces of the

slave-masters, made Abraham Lincoln President of the United

States, slavery cast the shadows of its power over the land. That

towering fabric of strength and power is now shivered to atoms.

Two questions only were settled by the election of 1860. The peo-

ple pronounced against the spread of slavery into the Territories of

the United States, and against the longer continuance of the rule of

the Slave Power. Of slavery in the States we distinctly avowed

we had no constitutional power to touch it. We said : " Slavery is

the creature of local law; we are opposed to it; we will use our

moral influence against it ; it shall not be extended ; we will not be

ruled by it; we will destroy its political power, and we believe that

in one or two generations it will gradually pass away." The election

of 1860 did not directly ailect the existence of slavery in the States,

where it stood in all its strength, protected by local legislation. But

the slave-masters leaped into the rebellion to perpetuate slavery for

ever, and to continue the rule of slave-masters, and the fires of the

revolution they inaugurated are melting the chains of the bondman.

I can never forget the dark days that followed the election of Abba-

ham Lincoln. There was Buchanan, a poor, weak, imbecile old

man, with Floyd stealing the public arms; with Cobb breaking

down the public credit; with Toucey sending the navy to distant

seas; with Thompson intriguing to dismember the country; with

Democratic leaders all over the North expressing sympathy with

the rebel chiefs, assuring traitors that if the contest came to blows,

the battle would be fought oa Northern soil, with doubtful results.
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Timid, nerveless conservatism implored us to accept that wicked

proposition—-aye, sir, the most wicked proposition ever made in the

Oongretss of the United States—the Crittenden compromise. But

amid these Scenes of trea8o\», we calmly sat in the Congress of the

United States, and bided our time. The President stole into Wash-

itigton to escape the steel of the assassin. We took possession of the

Government. Slavery, in the pride of its power, opened its batteries

upon Sumter, brought down the old flag, ran up the banner rf rebel-

lion, and proclaimed the dismemberment of the Republic. Two and

a half years have passed away, and there stands a proclamation

—

never to be recalled or modified—making three millions three hun-

dred tiiousand men in the rebel States free for evermore— (ap-

plause) «— there stands an act for ever prohibiting slavery in the vast

Territories of «he United States— (applause)— there stands an act

abolishing slavery in the District of Columbia, and I thank Goo that

he gave me the privilege of introducing the bill that abolished the

cleaving curse in the capital of my country. (Three cheers for

Hbhbt Wilson were proposed by Feed. Douglass, and given by the

audience.) There stands an act annulling the slave codes and black

laws (^f the District of Columbia, making the black man amenable to

the same laws, to be tried in the same manner, and to be subjecied

to the same punishment as white men ; and I am thankful that it was

my privilege to introduce that measure of justice and humanity.

(.Appl&use.) There, too, stands an act, clothing the President with

authority to place the sword, the rifle, the bayonet, and the flag, in

the bands of black men, to fight the battles of the Kepublic. There

is the recognition of the black Republics of Hayti and Liberia

—

the treaty for the suppression of the African slave trade—the opin-

ion of the Attorney-General that the black man is a citizen of the

United States—and the passport of the Secretary of State, the evi-

dence to the cations of the citizenship of men of the African race.

(Applause.) Western Virginia has already prono-anced the doom of

her slavery. Little Delaware sends an Emancipationist, to the House

of Representatives. Maryland, under the lead of Henry Winter

Davis—honored be his name! (cheers)— in utterances as clear and

distinct as were ever pronounced, speaks for emancipation. Missouri,

in spite of malign councils, votes for immediate emancipation, (ap-

ploose,) and Tennessee, under the lead of Andrkw Johnson, is pre-

paring to take her place in the lists of free Commonwealths. Ken-

tucky, alone, bears the banner of slavery proudly and defiantly; her
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leading influences are against emancipation, but the people are fast

ripening for it. They need only bold, earnest and determined lead-

ers and organs to place her by the side of Pennsylvania, New Ti^ork,

and New England, ere another year shall pass away.

The armies of the Republic have in the recent elections proclaimed

their undying love of freedom, and their utter detest-atiou of copper-

head democracy. The armies are the most potent emancipation so-

cieties in America, Our soldiers, in face of rebel legions, are fight-

ing for liberty, speaking for liberty, and voting for liberty. The

Government of the United States is indebted to our soldiers in the

field for the recent victories of the ballot-box, which have fallen

with crushing weight upon the rebellion, and its sympathizing friends

in the loyal States. Sir, I saw the other day a letter from General

Grant, who has fought so many battles for the Republic, and won

them all, (enthusiastic applause)— the hero who hurled his legions

up the mountains before Chattanooga, and fought a battle for the

Union above the clouds. (Applause.) The hero of Vicksburg says

:

" I have never been an anti-slavery man, but I try to judge justly

of what I see. I made up my mind, when this war commenced, that

the North and South could only live together in peace as one nation,

and they could only be one nation by being a Tree nation. (Applause.)

Slavery, the corner-stone of the so-called Confederacy, is knocked out,

and it will take more men to keep black men slaves, than to put

down the rebellion. Much as I desire peace, I am opposed to any

peace until this question of slavery is for ever settled." That if> the

position of the leading General of our armies. The votes of our

soldiers, in the States permitting thorn to vote, are more than nine to

one for the prosecution of the war, and the enforcement of the Eman-

cipation Proclamation of Abraham Lincoln.

I say to you, sir, and to the anti-slavery men of the United

States, who have rejected the subtle policy of concession and compro-

mise, who have repudiated the guilty delusion that the sin of slavery

belongs to past generations and repentance to posterity, you who have

perpetually sounded into the ear of tho nation the sin of oppression

an ' the duty of repentance, go not home with the conviction that

your work is done, but go home cheered by the assurance that the

battle /is going on for you ; that you have stormed battery after bat-

to J, carried position after position ; that you have only to be as true

in the future as you have been ia the past, to secure a permanent and

enduring triumph. If the nation had accepted your doctrine of
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p^acefal, legal, Christian action, this bloody war would never have

come upon ua. (Applause.) The crimes of two centuries have

brought this terrible war upon us ; but if this generation, upon whom
God has laid His chastisements, will yet be true to liberty and hu-

manity, peace will return again to bless this land, now rent and torn

by civil strife. Then we shall heal the wounds of war, enlighten the

dark intellect of the emancipated bondman, and make our country

th» model Republic to which the Christian world shall turn with re-

spect and admiration.

The speaker retired amid the deafening plaudits of the audience.

Frederick DouqIiASS, being seen on the platform, was called for

by many persons in different parts of the Hall. As he came forward

to specie, he was received with loud applause.

SPEECH OF FREDERICK DOUGLASS.

Ladies and Gentlemen :

I confess, at the outset, to have felt a very profound desire to utter

ft word at some period during the present meeting. As it has been

repeatedly said here, it has been a nueeting of reminiscences. I shall

not attempt to treat you to any of my own in what I have now to

say, though I have some in connection with the labors of this Society,

and in connection with my experience as an American slave, that I

might not inappropriately bring before you on this occasion. I de-

si^'e ta be remembered among those having a word to say at this

meeting, because I began my existence as a free man in this country

with this association, and because I have some hopes or apprehensions,

whichever you please to call them, that we shall never, as a Society,

hold another decade meeting.

I well remember the first time I ever listened to the voice of the

honored President ofthis association, and I have some recollection of

the feelings of hope inspired by his utterances at that time. Under

the inspiration of those hopes, I looked forward to the abolition of

slavery as a certain event in the course of a very few years. So

dear were his utterances, so simple and truthful, and so adapted, I

oonceived, to the human heart were tlie principles and doctrines

propounded by him, that I thought fi?6 years, at any rate, would

be all that would be required for the abolition of slavery. I

thou^fc it was only necessary for the slaves, or their friends, to
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lift up the hatchway of slavery's infernal hold, to uncover the bloody

scenes of American thraldom, and give the nation a peep into its hor-

rors, its deeds of deep uamnation, to arouse them to almost phrensied

opposition to this foul curse. But I wag mistaken. I had not been

five years pelted by the mob, insulted by the crowds, shunned by the

Chu''ch, denounced by the ministry, ridiculed by the press, spit upon

by the loafers, before I became convinced that I might perhaps live,

struggle, and die, and go down to my grave, and the slaves of the

South yet remain in their chains.

We live to see a better hope to-night. I participate in the pro-

found thanksgiving expressed by all, that we do live to see this better

day. I am one of those who believe that it is the mission of this war

to free every slave in the United States. I am one of those who be-

lieve that we should consent to no peace which shall not be an Aboli-

tion peace. I am, moreover, one of those who believe that the work

of the American Anti-Slavery Society will not have been completed

until the black men of the South, ".nd the black men of the North,

shall have been admitted, fully and completely, into the body politic

of America. I look upon slavery as going the wny of all the earth.

It is the mission of the war to put it down. But a mightier work

than the abolition of slavery now looms up before the Abolitionist.

This Society was organized, if I remember rightly, for two distinct

objects ; one was the emancipation of the slave, and the other the'

elevation of the colored people. When we have taken the chains

off the slave, as I believe we shall do, we shall finJ a harder resist^

ance to the second purpose of this great association than we have

found even upon slavery itself.

I am hopeful ; but while I am hopeful, I am thoughtful withal. If

I lean to either side of the controversy to which we have listened to-

day, I lean to that side which implies caution, which implies appre-

hension; which implies a consciousness that our work is not done.

Protest, affirm, hope, glorify as we may, it cannot be denied that

Abolitionism is still unpopular in the United States. It carnot be

denied that this war is at present denounced by its opponents as an

Abolition war ; and it is equally clear that it would not be denounced

as an Abolition war, if Abolitionism was not odious. It is equally

clear that our friends, Republicans, Unionists, Loyalists, would not

spin out elaborate explanations and denials that this is the character

of the war, if Abolition were popular. Men accept the terra Aboli-

tioabt with qualifications. They do not come out square and open-



112 THIRTIETH ANNIVERSAEY OF tUM

handed, and affirm themselves to be Abolitioaists. As a general

rule, we are attempting to explain away the charge that this is an

Abolition war. I hold that it is an Abolition war, because slavery

has proved itself stronger than the Coustitution ; it has pros'ed

itself stronger than the (Juion ; and has Ibrccd upon us the necessity

of putting dowa slavery in order to save the Union, and in order to

save the Constitution. (Applause.)

I look at this as an Abolition war instead of being a Union war,

because I see that the lesser is included in the greater, and that you

cannot have the lesser until you have the greater. You cannot have

the Union, the Constitution, and Republican institutions, until you

have stricken down that damning curse, and put it beyond the pale

of tho Republic. For, while it is in this country, it will make your

Union impossible; it will make your Constitution impossible. I

therefore call this just what the Democrats have charged it with

being, an Abolition war. Let us emblazon it on our banners, and

declare before the world that this is an Abolition war, (applause,) that

it will prosper precisely in proportion as it takes upon itself this

character. (Renewed applause.)

My respected friend, Mr. Fukvis, called attention to the existence

of prejudice against color in this country. This gives me great

cause for apprehension, if not for alarm, I am afraid of this power-

ful element of prejudice against color. While it exists, I want the

voice of the American Anti-Slavery Society to be continually pro-

testing, continually exposing it. While it can be said that in this

most anti-slavery city in the Northern States of our Union, in the

city of Philadelphia, the city of Brotherly Love, the city of churches,

tho city of piety, the most genteel and respectable colored lady

or gentleman may be kicked out of your commonest street car, we

are in danger of a compromise. While it can be said that black

men, fighting bravely for this country, are asked to take seven dol-

lars per month, while the Government lays down as a rule or crite-

rion of pay a complexional one, we are in danger of a compromise.

While to be radical is to be unpopular, we are in danger of a com-

promise. While we have a large minority called Democratic, in

every State of the North, we have a powerful nucleus for a most

infernal reaction in f ar of slavery. I know it is said that we have

recently achieved vast political victories. I am glad of it. I value

these victories, however, more for what they have prevented than for

what they have actually accomplished. I should have been doubly
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sad at, seeing any one of these States wheel into line with the Peace

Democracy. But, however it may be in the State of Penn: ylvauia,

I know that you may look for abolition in the creed of any party in

ISQW York with a microscope, and you will not find a single line of

anti-slavery there. The victories were Union victories, victories to

save the Union in such ways as the country may devise to save it.

But whatever may have been the meaning of these majorities in

regard to the Union, wo know one thing, that the minorities, at

least, mean slavery. They moan submission. They mean the deg-

radation of the colored man. They mean every thing but open rebel-

lion against the Federal Government in the North. But the mob,

the rioters in the city of New York, convert that city into a hell, and

its lower orders into demons, and dash out the brains of little chil-

dren against the curbstones ; and they mean any thing and every

thing that the Devil exacts at their hands. While we had in this

State a majority of but 15,000 over this pro-slavery Democratic

party, they have a mighty minority, a dangerous minority. Keep

in mind when these minorities were gotten. Powerful as they are,

they were gotten when slavery, with bloody hands, was stabbing at

the very heart of the nation itself. With all that disadvantage, they

have piled up these powerful minorities.

We have work to do, friends and fellow-citizens, to look after

these minorities. The day that shall see Jeff. Davis fling down his

Montgomery Constitution, and call home his Generals, will be the

most trying day to the virtue of this people that this country has

ever seen. When the slaveholders shall give up the contest, and ask

for readmission into the Union, then, as Mr. Wilson has told us, we

shall see the trying time in this country. Your Democracy will

clamor for peace, and for restoring the old order of things, because

that old order of things was the life of the Democratic party. " You

do take away mine house, when you take away the prop that sustains

my house," and the support of the Democratic party we all know to

be slavery. The Democratic party is for war for slavery ; it is for

peace for slavery ; it is for the habeas corpus for slavery ; it is

against the habeas corpus for slavery ; it was for the Florida war

for slavery; it was for the Mexican war for slavery ; it is for jury

trial for traitors, for slavery ; it is against jury trial for men claimed

as fugitive slaves, for slavery. It has but one princiole, one master;

and it is guided, governed, and directed by it, I say that, with this

party among us, flaunting its banners in our faces, with the New
15
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York World scattered broadcast over the North, with the New York

Express, with the mother and father and devil of them al!, the New-

York Herald, (applause,) with those papers flooding our laud, and

coupling the terna Abolitionist with all- manner of coarse epithets,

in all our hotels, at all our crossings, our highways and byways and

railways all over the country, there is work to be done— a good deal

of work to be done.

I have said that our work will not be done until the colored man

is admitted a full member ih good and regular standing in the Amer-

ican body politic. Men have very nice ideas about the body politic

where I have travelled; and they don't like the idea of having the

negro in tho body politic. He may remain in this country, for he

will be useful ap a laborer— valuable, perhaps-, in time of trouble, as

a helper ; but to make him a full and complete citizen, a legal voter,

that would be contaminating the body politic. I was a little curious,

some years ago, to find out what sort of a thing this body politic was
;

and I was very anxious to know especially about what amount of

baseness, brutality, coarseness, ignorance, and bestiality could find

its wry into the body politic; and I was not long in finding it out.

I took my stand near the little hole through which the body politic

put its votes. (Laughter.) And first among the mob I saw Igno-

rance, unable to read its vote, asking me to read it, by the way,

(great laughter,) depositing its vote in the body politic. Next I saw

a man stepping up to tho body politic, casting in his vote, having a

black eye, and another one ready to be blacked, havisig been engaged

in a street fight. I saw, again, Pat, fresh from the Emerald Isle,

with the delightful brogue peculiar to him, stepping up— not walking,

but leaning upon the arms of two of his friends, unable to stand,

passing into the body politic ! I came to the conclusion that this

body politic was, after all, not quite so pure a body as the represent-

ations of its friends would lead us to believe.

I know it will be said that I ask you to make the black man a

voter in the South. Yet you are for having brutality and ignorance

introduced into the ballot-box. It is said that the colored man is

ignorant, and therefore he shall not vote. In saying this, you lay

down a rule for the black man that you apply to no other class of

your citizens. I will hear nothing of degradation or of ignorance

against the black man. If he knows enough to be hanged, he knows

enouwh to vote. If ho knows an honest man from a thief, ho

knows much more than some of our white voters. If he knows
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as much when sober as an Irishman knows when drunk, he

knows enough to vote. If he knows enough to take up arms in

defence of this Government, and bare his breast to the storm of

rebel artillery, he knows enough to vote. (Great applause.)

Away with this talk of the want of knowledge on the part of the

negro ! I am about as big a negro as you will find any where about

town ; and any man that does not believe I know enough to vote, let

him try it. I think I can convince him that I do. Let hira run for

oifice in my district, and solicit my vote, and I will show him.

All I ask, however, in regard to the blacks, is that whatever rule

you adopt, whether of intelligence or wealth, as the condition of

voting, you shall apply it equally to the black man. Do that, and

I am satisfied, and eternal justice is satisfied
;

liberty, fraternity,

equality, are satisfied ; and the country will move on harmoniously.

Mr. President, I have a patriotic argument in favor of insisting

upon the immediate enfranchisement of the slaves of the South : and

it is this. When this rebellion shall have been put down, when the

arms shall have fallen from the guilty hands of traitors, you will

need the friendship of the slaves of the South, of those millions there.

Four or five million men are not of inconsiderable importance at any

time ; but they will be doubly important when you come to reorgan-

ize and reestablish republican institutions in the South. Will you

mock those bondmen by breaking their chains with one hand, and with

the other giving their rebel masters the elective franchise, and rob-

bing them of theirs ? I tell you the negro is your friend. You will

make him your friend by emancipating him. But you will make

him not only your friend in sentiment and heart by enfranchising

him, but you will make him your best defender, your best protector

against the traitors and the descendants of those traitors, who will

inherit the hate, the bitter revenge which will crystallize all over the

South, and seek to circumvent the Government that they could not

throw off. You will need the black man there, as a watchman and

patrol ; and you may need him as a soldier. You may need him to

uphold in peace, as he is now upholding in war, the star-spangled

banner. (Applause.) I wish our excellent friend, Senator Wilson,

would bend his energies to this point as well as the other— to let the

negro have a vote. It will be helping him from the jaws of the

wolf. We are surrounded by those that, like the wolf, will use their

jaws, if you give the elective franohise to the descendants of the

traitors, and keep it from the black man. We ought to be the voters
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there. We ought to be members of Congress. (iVpplause.) You
may aa well make up your minds that you have got to see gomethiog

dark down that way. There is no way to get rid of it, I am a can-

didate already ! (Laughter and applause.)

For twenty-five years, Mr. President, you know that when I got as

far South ^s Philadelphia, I felt that I was rubbing against my
prison wail, and could not go any further. I dared not go over yon-

. der into Dblaware. . Twenty years ago, when I attended the first

decade meeting of this Society, aa I came along the vales and hills

of Gettysburg, ray good friends, the anti-slavery people along there,

warned me to remain in the house during the day-time, and travel in

the night, lest I should be kidnapped, and carried over into Mary-

land. My good friend, Dr. Fussell, was one of the number who did

not think it safe for me to attend an Anti-Slavery meeting along the

borders of this State. I can go down there now. I have been down

there to see the President ; and as you were not there, perhaps you

may like to know how the President of the United States received a

black man at the White House. I will tell you how he received

me—just as you have seen one gentleman receive another (great

applause) ; with a hand and a voice well-balanced between a kind

cordiality and a respectful reserve. I tell you I felt big there

!

(Laughter.) Let me tell you how I got to him ; because everybody

can't get to him. He has to be a little guarded in admitting specta-

tors. The manner of getting to him gave me an idea that the cause

was rolling on. The stairway was crowded with applicants. Some

of them looked eager ; and I have no doubt some of them had a pur-

pose in being there, and wanted to see the President for the good of

the country ! They were white ; and as I was the only dark spot

among them, I expected to have to wait at least half a day ; I had

heard of men waiti'^g a week ; but in two minutes after I sent in my
card, the messenger came out, and respectfully invited " Mr, Doua-

LASS " in. I could hear, in the eager multitude outside, as they saw

me pressing and elbowing my way through, the remark, " Yes, damn

it, I knew they would let the nigger through," in a kind of despair-

ing voice— a Peace Democrat, *! suppose, (Laughter.) When I

went in, the President was sitting in his usual position, I was told,

with his feet in different parts of the room, taking it easy. (Laugh-

ter.) Don't put this down, Mr. Reporter, I pray you ; for I am

going down there again to-morxow ! (Laughter.) As I came in

and approached him, the President began to rise, (laughter,) and he
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cratinued rising until bo stood over me (laughter)
;
and, reaching out

his hand, he said, " Mr. Douglass, I know you ; I have read about

you, and Mr. Seward has told Die about you "
;
putting me quite at

ease at once.

Now, you will want to know how I was impressed by him. I will

tell you that, too. He impressed me as being just what every one

of you have been in the habit of calling him— an honest man, (Ap-

plause.) I never met with a man, who, on the first blush, impressed

me more entirely with his sincerity, with his devotion to his country,

and with his determination to save it at all hazards. (Applause.)

He told me (I thin!;: he did me more honor than I deserve) that I

had made a little speech, somewhere in New York, and it had got

into the papers, and among the things I had said was this : That if

I were called upon to state what I regarded as the most sad and

most disheartening feature in our present political and military situ-

ation, it would not be the various disasters experienced by our armies

and our navies, on flood and field, but it would be the tardy, hesitat-

ing, vacillating policy of the President of the United Statts

;

and the President said to me, " Mr. Douglass, I have been charged

with being tardy, and the like"; and he went on, and partly admit-

ted that he might seem slow ; but he said, " I am charged with va-

cillating ; but, Mr. Douglass, I do not think th:it charge can be sus-

tained ; I think it cannot be shown that when I have once taken a

position, I have ever retreated from it." (Applause.) That I re-

garded as the most significant point in what he said during our inter-

view. I told him that he had been somewhat slow in proclaimi'.ig

equal protection to our colored soldiers and prisoners ; and he said

that the country needed talking up to that point. He hesitated la

regard to it, when he felt that the country was not ready for it. He
knew that the colored man throughout this country was a despised

man, a hated man, and that if he at first came out with such a

proclamation, all the hatred which is poured on the head of the

negro race would be visited on his administration. He said that

there wag preparatory work needed, and that that preparatory work

had now been done. And he said, " Remember this, Mr. Douglass
;

remember that Milliken'e Bend, Port Hudson and Fort Wagner are

recent events ; and that these were necessary to prepare the way for

this very proclamation of mine." I thought it was reasonable, but came

to the conclusion that while Abraham Lincoln will not go down to

posterity as Abraham the Great, or as Abraham the Wise, or as



118 raiBTBBTH ANNIVjBRSABT Of THS

Abraham the Eloquent, although he is all three, wise, great and elo-

quent, he V'ili go down to posterity, if the country is saved, as Hon-

est Abraham (applause); and going down thus, his name maybe
written any where in this wide world of ours aide by side with that

of Washington, without disparaging the latter. (Renewed applause.)

But we are not to be saved by the captain, at this time, but by the

crow. We are not to be saved by Abraham LrN'C0L>f, but by that

power behind the throne, greater than the throne itself. You and I

and all of us have this matter in hand. Men talk about saving the

Union, and restoring the Union as it was. They delude themselves

with the miserable idea that that old Union can be brought to life

again. That old Union, whose canonized bones we so quietly inurncd

under the shattered walls of Sumter, can never come to life again.

It is dead, and you cannot put life in it. The first ball shot at Sum-

ter caused it to fall as dead as the body of Julius Caesar, when stab-

bed by Brutus. We do not want it. We have outlived the old

Union. We had outlived it long before the rebellion came to tell

us— I mean the Union, under the old pro-slavery interpretation of

it—and had become ashamed of it. The South hated it with our

anti-slavery interpretation, and the North hated it with the Southern

interpretation of its requirements. We had already come to think

•with horror of the idea of being called upon, here in our churches and

literary societies, to take up arras, and go down South and pour the

leaden death into the breasts of the slaves, in case they should rise for

liberty ; and the better part of the people did not mean to do it. They

shuddered at the idea of so sacrilegious a ciime. They had already

become utterly disgusted with the idea of playing the part of blood-

hounds for the slave-masters, wateh-dogs for the plantations. They

had come io detest the principle upon which the Slave States had a

larger representation in Congress than the Free States. They had

already come to think that the little finger of dear old John Brown

Was worth more to the world than all the slaveholders in Virginia

pat together. (Applause.) What business, then, have we to fight

for the old Union ? We are not fighting for it. We are fighting

for something incomparably better than the old Union. We are

fighting for unity ; unity of idea, unity of sentiment, unity of object,

unity of institutions, in which there shall be no North, no South, no

East, no West, no black, no white, but a solidarity of the nation,

making every slave free, and every free man a voter. (Great ap-

plause.)
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TRIBUTE TO GEORGE THOMPSON.

The PrEvSIDent— In 1830, when the great struggle was going on

in England for the abolition of slavery in the West Indies, a young

man made his appearance in London, and presented himself at the

office of the Anti-Slavery Society, proposing to become a lecturer in

the field. He was accepted, and went forth and vindicated the right

of the slave to his freedom, and held up to the abhorrence of the

English people the sin and the shame of West India slavery. Hav-

ing seen that struggle successfully through, and carried through

partly by his '^wn efforts, on invitation from me, I being on that side

of the Atlantic at the time, he generously turned his b?ck on his

well-won popularity and brightening prospects, and came over to our

country to plead the same cause, and for the same class of victims,

essentially, to be redeemed from the horrors of slavery, and to help

make our land free, great and glorious. He came over in 1834, and

was mobbed and hunted liLe a partridge on the mountains wherever

he travelled. His words were irresistible ; his eloquence was potent

;

and the enemies of emancipation knew full well that if he were per-

mitted to have the ear of the people, he would sweep the whole coun-

try with the power of Ningara. And therefore they sought '-is life,

and it was with the greatest difficulty that he got out of the country,

and that his life was thereby saved.

In 1850, the same noble advocate of freedom ventured once more

to come over to America, and make us a visit. He was then a mem-

ber of Parliament, representing the Tower Hamlets, and his recep-

tion was in many respects indicaiive of a very great and cheering

change of public sentiment. Still he was dogged and hooted at,

clamored down in public meetings, and every insult was heaped upon

him by the enemies of emancipation.

The same individual contemplates coming to our country in the

course of the present month, to begin the joyous new year with us,

and to give us his congratulations in view of the progress of our

glorious cause, and once more look into the faces of his old friends.

(Applause.) I therefore offer the following resolution to the Society :

Kesolved, That this meeting, learning that it is the purpose of our

honored and well-tried trans-Atlantic friend and coadjutor, Gkorgk
Thompson, soon to revisit this country, extends to him in advance

fraternal welcome and warm congratulation ; and, voluntarily conse-
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orating himself, as he hasiicae, for nearly three years past, in the

most generous, di-interested and selt-saorifioing manner, to the ser-

vice of our country and the support of the American Government,
and to the work of thwarting the insidious machinations of rebel

emisearies abroad, and stimulating the popular sentiment of England
to proclaim its abhorrence of this accursed Slaveholdevs' Rebellion,

and to compel the British Government to withhold all recognition of

the independence of the Southern Confederacy, we feel that we may
assure him, in behalf of all loyal men in the country, a grateful

recognitlou of his patriotic services, and a flattering ovation wherever
he may have au opportunity to address them.

The resolution was unanimously adopted.

- TRIBUTE TO BENJAMIN LUNDY.
V

Teii Pb'Udent. During our meetings, our friends have been

giving rsmi^ 'soences ; and if you will allow me, for a moment, to

revert to the past, I will tell you how I became an Abolitionist, that

honor may be given to whom honor is "due, to one 'vhose memory

ought to be preserved to the latest generation as the distinguished

pioneer in this great struggle.

In 1827, 1 went t^ Boston, and edited a paper called The National

Philanthropist. It was devoted to the cause of Temperance. Up to

that hour, I had known little or nothing of slavery, as*to the number

of slaves held, or as to where they were held. So completely had

the whole question been put out of sight, that I was almost wholly

ignorant in respect to it. Among my exchange papers I received a

little dingy monthly periodical, called the Genius of Universal

Emancipation, published in the city of Baltimore, by Benjamin

LuNDT, a member of the Society of Friends. On reading it, my
attention was instantly arrested, and my interest strongly awakened.

I was beginning to be initiated in the broad and good work of re-

form. As I read it, my heart was touched, and my understanding en-

lightened. I wrote for my paper a friendly notice of the publication,

and again and again referred to it. After a little while, who should

knock at the door of our house but Bhnjamin Lundt, from Balti-

more, very desirous to see me, on an anti-slavery mission to Boston ?

Then I had an opportunity to become personally acquainted with

him, and from his own lips to gain that information of which I was

80 destitute. He wanned my heart and fired my spirit; and I did

«t iliat time all I oould to facilitate the object of his visit by
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getting up anti-slavery meetings for him, obtaining subscribers for

his paper, etc., etc.

In 1828, I went to Bennington, Vt., and edited a paper called

Tlie Journal of the Times, which was in part a poliiical and in

part a reformatory paper. When the gentlemen came to me from

Vermont to see if I would edit the paper, they told me it was

to be in support of the election of John Quincy Adams as against

Andbaw Jackson ; and as I was decidedly in favor of Mr. Adams,

and had some distrust of military men, I could readily accede

to their views. Bat I said, Gentleuien, if I go, I must have the lib-

erty of advocating in the columns of the paper the Anti-Slavery

cause, the Temperance cause, the Peace cause, and the cause of

Moral Reform. It was a very singular kind of political paper ; but

they gave me carte blanche, and I agreed to undertake the enter-

prise. The anti-slavery feeling which I had imbibed in Boston was

growing more and more in my soul, and I wrote more and more on

that subject for my paper. The consequence was, that one day who

should present himself again at my door but Benjamin Lundy, of

Baltimore? He had taken his staff in hand, and travelled all the

way to the Green Mountains. He came to lay it on my conscience

and my soul that I should join him in this work of seeking the ab-

olitioa of slavery ; and he so presented the case, with the growing

disposition that I had to take hold of the causC; that I said to him,

I will join you as soon as my engagement ends here ; and then

wo will see what can be done."

The proposition upon his part was, that we should convert the lit-

tle monthly into a large and handsome weekly paper. I was to be

the principal editor, while he was to be a travelling editor and lec-

turer, for the purpose of diffusing information and getting subscri-

bers. But ife did not assist me a great deal in that way, because, as

soon as I got to Baltimore, I had my eyes opened in regard to the

absurdity and delusion of gradual emancipation ; and I said to my
friend Lundy, «* If I join you now, I must hoist the banner of imme-

diate, unconditional, everlasting emancipation." (Applause.) He
said, " Very well ; write as you choose ; and as you feel that you

must go for Immediate Emancipation, put your initials to your arti-

cles, and I will put my initials to mine ; and then the readers will

know how to divide the responsibility between us." To this I agreed.

But I drove off subscribers four or five times as fast as he could get

them ! From the moment that the doctrine of Immedi&t« Emanci-

16
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patioQ was enunciated in the oolomns of t^e Genius, as it had not

been up to that hour, it was like a bombsheli in the camp of

the subscribers themselves; and &om every direction lett^^xS poured

in thftt thoj had not bargained for such a paper as thaty or for such

doctrines, and they desired to have no more copies sent to them. So

that the experiment failed, and we had to . separate. Benjamin

LnNCX took his paper, and had it transformed again into a little

oipntihly, which afterwards passed from his hands, and became The

Fennsylvania Freeman.

Now, if I have in any way, however humble, done any thing

toward calling attention to the question of slavery, or bringing

about the glorious prospect of a complete jubilee in our country at

no distaLl day, I feel that I owe every thing in this matter, instru-

mentaUy, and under Gon, to Bknjamin Lundy. For had it not been

for him, I know not where J. should have, been at the present time.

My eyes might have been sealed for my whole lifetime, and, possibly,

ihoogh I trust in Gon I cculd not have been, I might have been led

ofif, in some direction or other, so far as even to care nothing for sla-

very in our country. I feel it due to the memory of one who devoted

e.o many years of his life so faithfully to the cause of the oppressed,

that I ^ould state this reminiscence.

Mr. Gasbison, after paying this tribute to Mr. Lundt, closed his

address as follows :
—

It has been very pleasant to me to see how united we have been

all the way through this meeting ; not one, apparently, disposed to

censure any thing said here in favor of universal liberty. It is

Tery pleasant indeed to my spirit. Sometimes, I know, eggs and

brickbats are to be preferred to popular good-will 9hd approval.

Sometimes popular good-will and approval are to be preferred to

rotten ^gs and brickbats. Other things being equal, popular good-

will and approval are preferable to brickbats and rotten eggs. As

no principle has been oompromisedi as we have been faithful to

our duty, as we have endeavored to remember those in bonds as

bound with them, it is cheering to see this large assembly, and the

tens and hundreds of thousands elsewhere, all mingling together,

forgetting the things that are I .hiua, and pressing onward to the

mark of our high calling— immediate and everlasting emancipation.

(Applause.)
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Two or three questions, and I conclude : Do you wish to see this

rebellion put down? [Voices— "Yes," "Yes."] What is it in

this country that has rebelled ? Is it freedom ? [" No."] Then it is

slavery that is in rebellion, is it not ? [" Yes."] Are you for the ab-

olition of slavery? [" Yes," " Yes."] So am I; it is a unanimous

vote. Amen and amen; glory, hallelujah! (Applause.) In car-

rying this thing through, though at first it must be through the des-

olation of war by the depravity and fiendish obstinacy of the South,

carrying it through will not be to curse the South, but to bless her

with freedom and free institutions, free speech, a free press, free men,

and free laborers, to open the windows of heaven, and to cause God

to pour down his blessings, so thai, there shall not be room to contain

them. 0, the glorious prospect beyond this war !—the glorious

hope of thus repaying the South for her oppression, not with ven-

geance, but with love and good-will ! We are struggling to save the

slaveholders as men. We are struggling to redeem the slaves as

men. In their redemption, the land shall be redeemed, and God

shall be ouv Goi>. and peace shall be all through our borders, from

the Atlantic to the Pacific, and there shall be none to molest or to

make afraid. Our work is before us, not completed, as has well and

often been said to-day. It is going on. We will net yield one jot

or tittle ; wo will not grow weary until every slave is free.

" Gray Plymouth Rook hath yet a tongue,

And Concord is not dumb ;

And voices from our fathers' gjaTes

And from the future come ;

They call on us to stand our ground ;

They charge ua still to be

Not only free from chains ourselves.

But foremost to make free."

AswB Dickinson followed with a glowing and eloquent appeal, of

which, as we have no adequate report, T7e T?ill not attempt to give a

sketch. Suffice it to say, that she was received with great enthusi-

asm, and that her remarks gave great pleasure to the crowded as-

sembly.

The Society then adjourned, sine die.
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ANNALS OF WOMEN'S ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETIES.

BT MAEY GREW, OF PHILADELPHIA.*

Tbe trumpet-call which, thirty years ago, summoned the American

people to moral warfare against the system of American slavery,

aroueed in the souls of a few earnest women a consciousness of per-

sonal responsibility for the existence of that great nationa sin, and a

consciousness of power to promote its overthrow. They clearly per-

ceived, both intellectually and spiritually, that the truth of the inhe-

rent sinfulness of slavery, and the correlative right and duty between

tiie slave and his master of immediate emancipation, were the only

principles which could permanently vivify an enterprise for the de-

struction of a system intimately inwrought with the political, reli-

gious, and social life of the nation. Their first step was vo organize

them«'*'''p>'- 'jr effective effort for the promulgation of these truths.

Pi- .1, os tc the organizudon of the American Anti-Slavery Soci-

ety, i,wo Female Anti-Slavery Societies were formed in Massachu-

setti; the first, in Reading, in the month of March, 1833; the sec-

ond, in Boston, in October of the same year. In December following,

the Philadelphia Female Anti-Slavery Society was organized, and at

about the same time, the Female Anti-Slavery Society of Amesbury,

Mass. During the few years immediately following, numerous

State, County, and City Anti-Slavery Societies were formed through-

out the Free States, both East and West, and among them were

many organizations of women. Of these were the Concord, Lynn,

Providence, Brooklyn, New York, Pittsburg, and Masj^illon Frmalo

Anti-Slavery Societies. All these associations were auxiliary in fact,

and many of them in name, to the American Anti-Slavery Society

;

based upon the same principles, working with the same measures, and

inspired by the same hope. An examination of early anti-slavery

records reveals the fact that many of these women were active and

influential members of churches of various denominations, who

brought into this new enterprise the energy, zeal, and executive abil-

ity acquired in their ecclesiastical and moral training ; and that they

began their work in confident faith that a ^neral dissemination of

the truth relative to the character of American slavery would speed-

«

* Thia paper waa read to the Society, by Miss Grew, on the aftettioon of the firat

day of th» meetin|{.
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ily array the power of these churches against a system essentially

anti-Christian. It cannot be claimed for them that they counted the

cost of the warfare upon which they were entering, nor the number

of the years which lay stretched out in the dim future, between their

first battle and their final -victory. It was well for them, well for

the cause to which they had vowed allegiance, that this knowledge

lay beyond their reach. The soul that would not have fainted or fal-

tered before the prefigured vision of that long period of^il and

strife, was, yet, stronger for the buoyant hope of early victory, and

addressed itself to the labors of each successive year all the more

ardently for the bright possibility that its close might usher in the

jubilee.

As they went on, they found their work widening, their responsi-

bility deepening, at every step. It is now a page of history, it was

then a starding revelation daily made, a painful experience daily

borne, that the churches which had nurtured their sons and daugh-

ters on the words of Christian love and human brotherhood, had

no desire to see them practically illustrated towards the slave or the

negro. With more of keen disappointment and sorrow than of indig-

nation did we look on the strange spectacle of the American Church

standing by to keep the garments of an enraged populace, stoning

the Stephens of that martyr age.

In October, 1835, the Boston Female Anti-Slavery Society learned

whut was the degree of free speech which Massachusetts would allow

and protect. Their announcement of their Annual Meeting to be

held at Congress Hall for the transaction of business, elicited threat-

ening and scurrilous articles from the daily newspapers, indirectly

invoking popular violence upon the anticipated meeting. Alarmed

by these indications, the proprietor of the Hall refused to open it,

and the meeting was necessarily postponed. That was a critical hour

for the slave in the South, for freedom of speech in the North, and

for the friends of both. In itself, it was a question of little import-

ance whether a small and obscure Society should hold, publicly or

privately, a meeting for the transaction of its business. Viewed

with reference to its immediate consequences only, it seemed that

obstinacy and folly would counsel the former, and wisdom the latter

course. But the Boston Female Anti-Slavery Society, in deciding

this question, looked beneath the surface of things, looked beyond the

present hour. They knew that they stood that day, in Boston, tho
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representatives, not only of two and a half millions of American

slaves calling for help in the name of Justice, but, also, of the right

of &ee'jom of speech and of the press in the Free States of America.

They could not estimate then, we cannot compute now, the immense,

far-reaching oonseqlienoes for good or evil, which hung on that deei-

noo. From the r^orda of these soui-trying scenes, we learr that

one question Vas asked and answered by their own souls, and their

path of^ttty lay clearly revealed : " Upon whom dare those call to

resbt the popular voice, who have themselves been silenced by its

tamult?"

Then followed the public advertisement of their meeting, and their

assembling at No. 46 Washington street, on that memorable 21st of

October^ 18^0, when thct famous mob of ''gentlemen of property

and standing " a88P,ulted them with violence, and the Mayor of Bos-

ton told them that he had no power to protect such a meeting.

These events stand out, with prominence, in a review of the life,

now become history, of the Women's Anti-Slavery Societies of this

ootlntry ; for they were the commencement of a long course of strug-

gles against tyranny, and resistance to popular clamor in the advo-

cacy of the slave's right to personal and political freedom.

A few y^rs later, Anti-Slavery Women instituted an Annual

Convention, to be composed of delegates from their various Societies,

the object of which was «• to interest women in the subject of anti-

slavery, and to establish a system of operations throughout every

tovm and village which should exert a powerful influence in the abo-

lition of American slavery."

The first of this series of Conventions was held in the city of New
York, in May, 1837. The Resolutions adopted and the Addresses

and Letters issued by that body indicate the wide scope which our

enterprise had, at that period, attained ; and evince a clear apprehen-

sion of its growing demands, and a strong and solemn purpose to

meet them faithftilly.

The second of these Conventions was held in Philadelphia, in

May, 1838, during that well-remembered week when the Slave

Power ruled this city, and its vassals sought to appease it by a

burnt-offering of a Temple of Liberty. Women who sat in their

imperilled houses that day, thinking on the National inheritance

awaiting their children, read, by the light of those fires, new lessons of

daty .to their country and their race. That Convention, driven from



AMERICAN ANTI-SIjAVBRY 80CIETT. 127

one place of meeting to another, at last assembled in a school-room,

which was opened to them by one who regarded the security of private

property as of less importance than the defence of a great moral

principle. The records of their closing session show that in the

midst of their own fiery trials, and their sympathetic suflFeringg with

our colored fellow-citizens who were victims of popular fury, they

wee jubilant over the triumph of Liberty in the British West Indies,

the glad tidings of which ware then resounding through o^ land

;

and were strong in faith and hope of the emsncipation of the Ameri-

can slave. Another fact is clearly revealed by the records of these

Conventions. It is that Abolitionists long clung, tenaciously, to the

American Church, cherishing the belief that there was spiritual

vitality enough in it to exorcise the spirit of slavery; and that it

was with great reluctance that, after earnest and persistent efforts to

arouse this vitality, they were convinced that the great body of the

American Church was so thoroughly corrupted, by itti alliances with

slavery, that separation from it was a Christian duty.

The third Conventioa assembled in Philadelphia, io. May, 1839,

and occupied the building of the Pennsylvania Riding School, which,

the Minutes tell n, was the only building of sufficient size which

could be procured in the city for that purpose. The Mayor of the

city, ilarnred for the safety of the public peace, called upon LncR£-

TiA MoTT, and offered several suggestions for the conduct of the

Convention, which he thought might aid in warding off threatened

danger. It is interesting, now, to read that conversation, eminently

characteristic of the two parties represented by the coUoquists.

We find on the Minutes of this Convention a Resolution of ad-

journment to meet in ite city of Boston in the year 1840. But the

adjourned meeting was never held, and the third was the last of this

series of Conventions.

The informing spirit of the Anti-Slavery enterprise had been lead-

ing its followers in a way which they knew not. Opening their eyes

to one truth, and setting their bands with earnest purpose to one

course of action, they soon perceived the scope of their vision broad-

ening, and new fields of labor spreading out before them. Women
whose souls burned with indignation against the monstrous injustice

of slavehclding, or melted in pity for the slave, began to plead the

cause of emancipation in public assemblies of men and women ; and

men, working heartily and zealously in the same cause, discovered



^ImI^w oonoert of action between men and women was important to

ftioeeSB, «> mutnal counsel and discussion in their business meetings

Word ooBVement and profitable. The Zi.mericAn Anti-Slavery Socie-

ty, at its Annual Meeting in 1840, decided for itself that such

nratoal conference was right and expedient, and thenceforward wo-

spien shared with men the management of its business, spoke from its

l^ltttforai, and were commissioned as its lecturing agents. Anti-Sla-

viorj Qbrnveutions composed exclusively of women were no longei'

ileededt as they served no purpose which was not better served on u

broader baas of opcratior Some of our Women's Anti-Slavery

Societies retained their distinct organization, and others were gradu-

ally merged in State or County Societies.

Two Institutions established by the Boston and Philadelphia Fe-

male Anti-Slavery Societies, and which became very important auxili-

aries in our cause, have a prominent place in the scenes which we are

reviewing. These are the series of Anniial Fairs commenced in Bos-

ton in tho ;7ear 1835, and in Philadelphia in 1836. The former soon

passed from a Metropolian into a N<\tional Institution ; and the lat-

'ter, in the progrew of years, became in fact and in name the Penn-

sylvania Anti-Slavery Fair, though they continued under the control

and management of their originators. These have been of vast im-

portance to our cause, in furnishing pecuniary support to the organ

of the National Society, and to other instrumentalities by which our

Work has been done. And independently of such service, they have

been of immense value as mediums of moral influence. Their social

attractions brought many young persons within the hearing of anti-

slavery truth ; the opportunity of working for the objects of their

sympathy orystallis^d sentiment into principle ; the annual gatherings

of the old and young, the veterans and the neophytes of our ranks,,

in scenes where the freedom of social intercourse mingled with the

i^it of an anld-slavery meeting, were Passover Festivals, whither

our trib^ went up " with gladness, and found refreshment and

strength. Occasionally they became mediums of strength to our

souls by a sterner ministration. There were times when the populace,

consenting to be the tool of the Slave Power, demanded the suppres-

sion of these Fairs, and the municipal authority sympathized with a

lawless raob, or shrank from the duty of opposing it. Four years

1^, some of you t:tood in this Hall in very different circumstances

firom these which sorronod us to-day. Then, the banner which we
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hung out from its walls disturbed the peace of Philadelphia, because

it bade the nation " Proclaim liberty throughout all the land, to all

the inhabitants thereof." Some of you well remember that remark-

able conference which we held in the centre of this room, standing

with the officers of the iaw, who were in most uncomfortable strait

betwixt their sense of obligation to do what they were bidden, and

their reluctance to perform the disgraceful errand on which they had

been sent. On that occasion, our opponents succeeded in ejecting

the Pennsylvaaia Anti-Slavery Fair from this Hall, and the doors of

another were immediately opened m it, by one of our citizensi, who,

in the darkest and stormiest days of our conflict, never closed those

doord against us.

Many of you remember, also, the yet more trying circumstances

in which this Fair was held a year later, when the anticipation of the

dissolution of the Union had alarm^ the commercial classes in the

North, and the suppression of an Anti-Slavery Bazaar was regarded

by some of our citizens as an opportune peace-oflfering to the South,

and we were once more called to stand for the dtfenoe of the poo-

ple'3 right of peaceful assemblage. The vigilance of our Mayor

and his officers frustrated the purpose of the mob ; and we regarded

the maintenance of our right thus to assemble the chief success of

our Fair of 1860.

The Philadelphia Female Anti-Slavery Society has preserved its

distinct organization, and now awaits, with its coadjutors of the loast

thirty years, the hour when the shout of final victory shall burst

from all our host, proclaiming that the work of the American Abo-

litionists is accomplished. That hour draws nigh. At the close of

thirty years of warfare, we stand to-day ia the midst of national

convulsion—of a great moral revolution. Old things have passed

away, and we hear a voice out of heaven proclaiming, " Behold, I

make all things new !

" The long and weary hours of darkness

passed, we look around us, and

" Lo ! our foemen of the night

Arti brothers at the dawn of day."

Our watchwords are caught by other lips, and echoed through the

land. Our Banner of Emancipation clings to the flag-staff of the

Stars and Stripes, and Boon will wave as broadly over the nation.

" Who knoweth not th»t the hand of the Lord hath wrought this?"

IT
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Verily, it ils fitting that we, who, side by aide, have toiled and

&^Qght for thirty years, should come hithei to-day, to grasp one

anoth^i^'B hands ' in fraternal congratulation, and to unite our unut-

terabie thanksgivingg that America's Pa,y of Jubilee has dawned,

jM»d its sun is high in the heavens. With its glory streaming down

u^n v&t and the song of, our ransomed brethren in our ears, we bow

in adoration before the Power and Wisdom and Love whioh is guid-

ipg this mighty revoiution, and cry : " Thy will be done on earth as

it is idone iu heaven."
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LETTER FROM JOHN JAY, ESQ,

To Messrs. J. M. McKim, and others, Committee of the Amer-
ican Anti-Slavery Society

:

Gentlemen,— It is with regret that I find myself unable to ac-

cept the invitation with which you have honored me to asjsist at the

celebration of your Thirtieth Anniversary.

The term of a generation has elapsed smce that eventful assem-

blage at Philadelphia in 1833, and we who survive are permitted to

see the great objects which were then proposed in the course of rapid

accomplishment.

Slavery has already ceased to have a constitutioncl or legal exist-

ence in the rebel States, and (he faith of the National Government

and the American people has been solemnly pledged to that act, by

the Commander-in-Chief of our Army and Navy ; and at hi.s com-

mand, also, rightfully issued under the same war power and on

grounds of military necessity, the colored people are being raised to

^ the rank of soldiers and citizens. But we cannot overlook the fact

that these objects of our life-long devotion are being efiFeoted by other

arguments than the narrow constitutional means and moral suasion

to which the founders of your Society so rigidly limited its eflForta.

Man proposes, but God orders ; and it vras ordained that the Slave

Power of America, hardening its heart Hk ) its prototype of Egypt,

and raising its bloody hand against the American people, to the end

that it might erect a slave empire on the ruins of oui* Republic,

should, by its c wn act, forfeit the constitutional guarantees by which it

was protected, and should itself invite its extinguishment by the tramp

of armies and the crash of battle. While the slaveholders in their

madness have thus inaugurated a war in which slavery is to perish,

it is to be remembered that their allies at the North persistently

allured them to their doom.

The first gun aimed against Sumter, and which sounded the knell

of slavery, would never have been fired but for the assurance given

by Democratic leaders at the North, who believed the masses to be

as rotten as thorasolves, that they would assist the rebels in revolu-

tionizipg the government; and when the vnxr had progressed for

nearly two years, these rehel sympathizers, failed in their eflfbrt to

convince the nation that it had no right to defend its existence,

attempted to stay the national arm by discouraging volunteering at
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the NfiiriJi, and sa ooin^lled^tjie President t) call upon the black

aian to assist in maintabiog our constitutional integrity. How
promptly that call has beenlresponded to, hew gallantly he has done

his duty as » soldier at Port Hudson, MilUicen's Bend, and Fort

Wagne^, and how popular |he scheme of enlistkQg colored troops has

become, from the simple ftict, that every black :»an who joins the

army enables a white man to stay at home, are matters familiar to

us all ; and we can hardly fail to admire the inscrutable ways of

Providence, as we wonderingly behold the abolition of slavery and
the elevation of the colored race, for which we had labored for a
quarter of a century with such small success, now being rapidly and
efiFeotually accomplished through the agency of Jeffbbson Davis,

jMr. Vallakdiqham, and Gov. Seymour. He maketh, says Holy
Writ, the wrath of man to praise Him, and the remainder of wrath

shall He restrain.

A time so full of excitement as the present is not the most fitting

for a calm review of the history of the Society, whose birth you are

met to celebrate; and yet, as our work is so nearly finished, and your

next decade will probably dawn upon the American continent unpol-

luted by the footstep of a slave, it may be well now to recal the po-

litical principles declared in the Constitution of your Society, as

established at Philadelphia, and reaffirmed in the face of the malig-

nant persecutions to which its early members were subjected. They
are not to be lightly overlooked by the future historian of America

;

for when the story of their struggle is truly told, there will be no

brighter page in American history than that which records thuir

pure philanthropy, their intelligent patriotism, their wise statesman-

ship, their moral courage, and their heroic defence of Christian

principle and constitutional right against the domineering power of

an overwhelming and brutal majority.

If the founders of the American Anti-Slavery Society must yield

to Jeffbbsok Davis and his confreres, so far as the merit goes of

organizing a thoroughly efficient project of immediate abolition, by
so much as the bayonet i.nd the bullet, iron-ciads and monitors,

Greek-fire and swamp angels are more convincing arguments than

slow appeals to the conscience and the reason— especially when the

one is blunted and the other perverted— they need yield to none in

the claim which their children will make for them, that they were the

exemplars of that spirit of devotion to Christian truth and American
principle that to-day like a halo enwraps our country, and unites us

m a common resolve to maintain, at whatever cost, against Southern

slavery and European neutrality, the unity, the greatness, and the

freedom of oar Bepublio.

I am aware that this view diflfers some'^hat from the portrait

which has been usually painted of American Abolitionists ; that they

have been pictured as disunionists, amalgamationists and incendia-

ries, anxious to interfere with slavery in defiance of the Constitution,

and to incite.servile insurrection without regard to humanity. But
who was tho painter of these darkly shadowed and distorted features?
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The Slave Power, disguised as a conservator of the Constitution, and

attempting to escape the issue which we tendered by inventing frau-

dulent side issues. Now that the Slave Power is stripped of the

mask under which it dared impeach the patriotism of the Aboli-

tionists, the American people will at their leisure review the charges

which many of them have long believed.

One quality is already accorded to them, even by their intelligent

opponents, and that is, moral courage, indomitable pluck. A hand-

ful of men, without power, wealth, or official influence, they arrayed

themselves against American slavery, reigning supreme in Church

and State, as did the English Quakers against the British slave

trade ; and although they bad none other than moral weapons and an

armory ^t facts, the Slave Power recognized them at once as an ad-

versary to be feared and to be crushed ; for it dreaded, as was frank-

ly admitted, their influence not simply with the people of the North,

but upon the consciences of the slaveholders themselves.

The members of your Society were compelled to meet the furious

onset of the Slave Power almost from the moment of tbeir organi-

zation. Villified by a slaveholding President, whose message they

answered with a protest of great dignity and force ; denounced in

both Houses of Congress by slaveholders and their tools ; slandered

by a demoralized press; derided from the bench; sneered at by
the bar, and damned from the pulpit ; hooted at in political and reli-

gious conventions; tabood in would-be-aristocratie circles; threatened

with legislative pains and penalties for exercising their constitutional

prerogatives ; howled at by ruffian mobs, their houses sacked, their

churches invaded, their presses destroyed, their liberties violated,

they maintained their integrity with undaunted front, yielding no iota

of principle, but grandly fulfilling the injunction, "Stand like a

beaten anvil !
" Every new outrage, as they multiplied throughout

the North, such as the dragging of a clergyman from his pulpit in

New Hampshire, and his sentence, by a convenient magistrate, as a

common brawler, to fifteen days' hard labor, for having preached an

anti-slavery sermon ; or the leading of Mr. Gtarrison, that early and
faithful pioneer of freedom, about the streets of Boston with a rope

around his body, amid the plaudits of " gentlemen of property and
standing " ; or the murder of the brave Lovkjoy, forerunner of the

countless thousands since murdered by the same accursed power; so

far from intimidating the Abolitionists, only inspired them with a

sterner determination to rescue the country from the ruffianism of

slavery, and they stood, and on the page of history will for ever

stand, the successful champions of those constitutional rights, freedom

of conscience and of speech, freedom of the press and of debate, and
the right of petition.

In vindicating the founders of the Society from the charges pre-

ferred against them by the slaveholders, and on the strength o*" which

they were so bitterly persecuted— charges which were swallowed

with disgraceful credulity by willing dupes, and which even now are

sometimes repeated by men who lay claim to an ordinary degree of
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intelligenoe— it is necessary to refer to some b^istorical facts, in order

ib»t t^e opinions of individuals or of t^ocieties at a later date may not

l^e oonfouiided with the principles, pledges and conduct of the na-

^Qoal organization iormed at Philadelphia.

The prmcipiil ubarges on which its founders were arraigned were

these

:

1. That they dittegarded and repudiated the Constltutioa of the

TJnited States.
' 2. Tkat they were in favor of a dissolution of the Union.

8. That they advocated the right of Congress to abolish slavery in

Staves.

4. That they favored marriages between blacks and whites.

5. That they approved of. and incited insurrection among the

slaves.

^Lca the Anti-Slavery Convention met at Philadelphia, Judge
Jay, who was prevented from attending as a delegate, urged upon

them, by letter, the necessity cf an explicit declaration of tlieir po-

litical principles, to meet the baseless charges already made against

them.

The first number of The Emancipator had shortly before an-

nounced that " constitutional restrictions, independently of other con-

siderations, forbid all other than moral interference with slavery in

the Southern States;" and the Convention incorporated three dis-

tinct propositions in the Constitution of the American Anti-Slavery

Society

:

1. That each State in which slavery exists has, by the Constitution

of the United States, the exclusive right to legislate in regard to

abolition in that State.

2. That they would endeavor, in a constitutional way, to influence

Congress to put an end to the domestic slave trade, and to abolish

slavery in the District of Columbia, and likewise to prevent the ex-

tension of slavery to any State that might thereafter be adaiitted to

the Union.

3. That the Society would never in any way countenance the op-

ipressed in vindicating their rights by resorting to physical force.

Under this Constitution and these distinct pledges, the Society rap-

idly increased, in numbers, strength and influence. Its lecturers,

agents, newspapers and publications aroused the country, and auxili-

ary societies sprang up far and near, numbering in lo36, 527 ; in

1837,1,006; in 1838, 1,256; and in 1889, 1,050 auxiliaries had

adopted the principles of its Constitution.

It was to crush anti-slavery effort under these clearly-defined lim-

itations that mobs were inaugurated, in 1834, to sack churches and

houses in New York, and to insult Mr. Gabkison in Boston, and
" conservative meetings " were held in various Northern cities, " to

consign to execration " the Abolitionists as " abandoned knaves and

hypocrites."

In 1835, the Board of your Society issued an address to the pub-

lic, for the advisement of tliose who had been led to believe that they
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" Tvere pursuing mcfisures at variance not only with the constitutional

rights of the South, but with the precepts of humanity and religion."

The address was signed by Artuub Tappan, President, and also

by JouN Rankin, William Jay, Elizue Wkigut, A. L. Cox,
Lewio Tappan, Sam. E. Cornish, S. S. Josselyn, and Theodore S.

Wkiqht. As it excited marked attention both in America and in

Europe, and is the fullest official exposition of the views of the So-

ciety, you will perhaps allow me to quote briefly its several heads.

They were as follows

:

1. That Congress has no more >-ight to abolish slavery in the

Southern Stales than in the French West India Islands.

2. That the exercise of any other than moral influence to induce

abolition by the State Legislatures would be unconstitutional.

3. That Congress had the right to abolish slavery in the District

of Columbia, and that it was their duty to efface so foul a stain from
the national escutcheon.

4. That American citizens have the right to express and publish

their opinions of the Constitution, laws and institutions of any and
every State and nation under hea/en, and "we never intend to sur-

render the liberty of speech, of the press, or of conscience—bless-

ings we have inherited from our fathers, and which wa mean, so far

as we are able, to transmit unimpaired to our children."

5. That they had uniformly deprecated all forcible attempts on the

part of the slaves to recover their freedom.

6. That they would deplore any servile insurrection, on account of

the calamities that would attend it, and the occasion It might give for

increased severity.

7. That the charge that they had sent publications to the South,

draigned to incite the slaves to insurrection, was utterly and unequiv-

ocally false.

8. That the charge that they had sent any publications to the

slaves was false.

9. That they had employed no agents in the Slave States to dis-

tribute their publications.

10. They reiterated their conviction that slavery was sinful, and
injurious to the country, and that immediate abolition would bo both

safe and wise, and that they had no intention of refraining from the

expression of such views in future.

11. They reiterated their views in reference to the elevation of the

colored people.

12. "We are accused of acts that tend to a dissolution of the

Union, and even of wishing to destroy it. We have never calculated
* the value of the Union,' because we believe it to be inestimable,

and that the abolition of slavery will remove the chief danger of its

dissolution." ^

In conclusion, they said :
" Such, fellow-citizens, are our princi-

ples. Are they unworthy of Republicans and of Christians?"

And, after referring to the unconstitutional usurpation of the govern-

ment to protect slavery, and to prevent free discossiou and the free-



4om of tfce mails, they closed vnih tte prophetio warning : «* Surely,

ITQ neied not remind yi»n that if you submit to such an encroachment

6& ypw liberties, the days of our Kepublio are numbered ; and that

althoiigh. Abolitionists may be the first, they will not be the last vic-

tims olered &t the shrine of arbitrary power."

As the country, under the stirring appeals and startling facts put

forth by the American Society, its auxiliaries and its members,
awoke to a new appreciation of the evils and dangers of slavery to

the B^ttblio as well as to the slave, some earnest Abolitionists,
' stang by a sense of its excessive wrong, and unwilling to await the

slow remedy of moral suasion, or limited Congressional interference,

eotight to find some shorter method of accomplishing its destruction.

Here and there, one inclined to the belief that Congress could consti-

tutionally abolish it ; others, that its very existence was unconstitu-

tional, and should be so declared by the Supreme Court ; and a few,

ftt a later period, that it could be effected only by a dissolution of the

Union.

But all of these suggestions were absolutely irreconcilable with

Ike Constitution adopted in xiuladclphia. In 18t38, the late Alvan
Stkwabt, Esq., of Ctica, attempted to change that Constitution by
an elaborate argument in favor of the right of Congress to abolish

slavery in the States, and the proposed amendment was urged with

great vigor and eloquence ; but it was as vigorously resisted, as un-

sound in principle and inconsistent with good faith, \ud the attempt

signally failed.

In the same year, the Massachusetts Society reconsidered some
resolution that had been hastily adopted, and resolved, " That Con-

gress has no power to abolish slavery in the several States of this

Union."

The same year, Mr. Ellis Gray Loeino wrote to Judge Jat,

from Boston : " I know of but one or two persons here who believe

in the power of Congress over slavery in the States."

With the division that occurred a year or two later in the Ameri-
can Society, the removal of the old Board to Boston, and the forma-

tion in Now York of the American and Foreign Anti-Slavery

Society, the national unity of the organization was broken, and

widely differing views began to be expressed by anti-slavery men,

who did not hold to the principles declared at Philadelphia, upon the

religions and political bearings of the qpestion.

,

Prominent individuals divided upon the status of slavery, and the

best mode of overthrowbg it ; and neither the Liberty party, headed

by those veteran Abolitionists, (Jserit Smith and Wiluam Goodbll,

nor Wkndbll Phillips, the golden-mouthei exponent of vhe views

entertained at Boston, fairly represented the constitutional principles

defined by the Amencan Society, and adopted by nearly two thou-

sand auxiliary associations.

But— and this is an historic fact of interest and importance

—

as the inoreasmg insolence and usurpation of the Slave Power induced

Uie eonvictioQ that if the Abolitionists had oommenoed the stniggle
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to obtain freedom for the slave, the American people must continne

it to preserve their o^n ; and with their characteristic common sense,

the people devoted themselves to the task of overthrowing its power

and checking im extension, and organized for the purpose, under the

wise lead of Abolitionists, in 1855, the Republican party. They in-

corporated into that platform the identical constitutional principles

on which, thirty years ago, the American Anti-Slavery Society took

its stand.

On these principles, for the holding of which we and our fathers

were denounced as incendiaries and fanatics, Fremont was nomi-

nated and Lincoln was elected ; and the sufficiency of those princi-

ples— the restriction of slavery extension, the abolition of slavery

in the District, and of the inter-State slave trade, and the emancipa-

tion of the National Government from the control of the Slave

Power— to cripple and eventually to destroy slavery, was significant-

ly recognized by the slaveholders themselves when they resolved,

some twenty-five or thirty years ago, that the instant those principles

were triumphant in the National Grovernment, they would anticipate

the overthrow of slavery by overthrowing the Republic.

Prejudices deeply seated may obscure, perhaps, for another gene-

ration, the credit due to the gentlemen whose careful action in con-

vention you are met to celebrate ; but the candid historian will admit
that they exhibited not a blind devotion to the cause of the slave,

but a conscientious regard to the integrity of the Constitution, and
the welfare and happiness of the country. He will record that it

was the Abolitionists who, avoiding all infringement on the constitu-

tional rights of the slaveholders, would allow no infringement on
their own, and that to them belongs the honor of vindicating the

right of petition, and maintaining against brute violence and legislative

menace freedom of speech and of the press. While ha will be com-
pelled to acknowledge that in many things they were defeated, that

they opposed unsuccessfully the Seminole war and the annexation of
Texas under the late rebel John Tvlbb, that they failed in arresting

that most wicked war waged by the Slave Power against Mexico un-
der James K. Polk, and that accursed act, the Fugitive Slave Bill,

under the renegade Abolitionist, Millard Fillmoke, and the removal,

under Franklin Pierce, of the ancient landmark fixed by the Mis-
souri Compromise, he may say with truth, that they checkmated the
Slave Power under James Buckanan in its efforts to force slavery

into Kansas, and that they for ever terminated its usurped supremacy
upon the continent, when, defeating the traitors Bell and Breckin-
ridge, they elected as President Abraham Lincoln.

Whatever errors of opinion or of action there may have been on the

part of individuals or societies at a recent date, the political principles

declared at Philadelphia have stood the test of time and trial, and have
received the emphatic endorsement of the American people ; and the
Anti-Slavery movement in the United States, with few exceptions that

more plainly show the rule, has been marked by statesmanlike ohar-

18



l^^i^ileis,; OQW orovned with sacqess, apd by a love of country that

iIq (jtehy).,ii:^^v^^ or disappoiatmeut could impair or disturb.

Jt'liei^ was QOt always observed by the unobservant, and

'V^ke^rd that Abolition was dead; but when the hour

QaYQtt Wat the Slave Power, drunken with blood and insolent with

lOppreasioD, deemed itself strong enough to destroy the Bepublio,

fiUtic^pattog an easy victory by the aid of its ful low-traitors in the

ip^qrj|h,^8 hoar had come also, although they knew it not, when the

lisfftl American people were educated to that point of patriotism,

'pljiek «nd opnstitutional strength, that they were able to meet the

hhi^i treaoherously as it was given, and to return it with a vigor that

*ia sending slavery and the rebellion to a common grave.

It is an inttirestiog fact, that while the rebel /eholders, who
still regard as their friends the Peace Democrats uud conditiooal

XJaionists at the North, who veil their treason under very thin dis-

ffoise, both alaveholders and slaves, long before the Proclamation of

Uraancipation, foresaw the inevitable issue of the contest ; and BexU'
BSGAKD came much nearer the truth than he has sometimes done,

vhdQ he forbade his rebel troops to call by any other name than Ab-
oiltioniat, every soldier who followed the old flag of his country,

keeping step to the musio of the Union, and ready to die in its de-

As we recall reverently the dead upon your roll of those who met
»t Philadelphia, to issue what has since proven to be a second Duclara-

tion of Independence, let ua remember also, tendei ]j, our brave he-

roes, who, slain by slavery, sleep beneath the battle-fields of the Re-

pabiio, and their comrades, our sons' and brothers, who now main-

tain against that inhuman power the integrity, the supremacy, and
the honor of our country.

Always, gentlemen, most faithfully yours,

JOHN JAY.

»' "

LETTER FROM ARCHIBALD A. McINTYRE.

Philadelphia, Dec. 1, 1863.

J. }l. MoKiM, Esq. :

I>£AR Sir,— A kind invitation was received to attend a meeting

of your Society, to be held on the 3d and 4th inst.

While I have to decline it because of pressing engagements, I can-

not but express my full conviction in the cojnplete success of a cause,

wKiph, like yours, is right in itself, and which is sought to be pro-

moted by instrumentalities only which are sanctioned by law, moral-

ity and religion. E^brts made to reform, based on " the conviction

and repentance " of the wrong-doer, must in the end succeed, partio-

nl^rly when that wroi^g-doer is a community.

Very respectfully, yours,

ARCHIBALD A. McINTYBB.
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LETTER FROM REV. CHARLES G. AMES.

Albany, N. Y., Dec. 1, 1868.
Dear Mr. Garrison :

I greatly wish I could accept your kind invitatiou to be one of the

favored many who will meet in Holy Convocation at Philadelphia

this week : much more might I wish myself worthy to be counted
as one of those who, by bearing the burden and heat of the day,

have been the instruments of Higher Wisdom in bringing the Good
Time so near. But as one born out of due time— as one born too

late to bo a worker in the earlTer and more trying days when "not
crime itself was so fatal to a man as to be known to hold abolition

sentiments"— I do most heartily rejoice that other men have labored

with such rich results. As I give thanks to God for all good, so do
I thank him for the American Abolitionists, and for their noble

work, which has made a true Republic—a Christian Common-
wealth— possible in America. Of all the warriors which this con-

tinent has produced, from sturdy Milks Standish down to Uncondi-
TioNAL-SoRRE..i>F.R GftANT, I should most delight to crown with gar-

lands of honor the brave men and women who have fought through

the Thirty Years' War with Slavery.

Though I have never thought it wise or necessary to bum down
our political house in order to clear it of vermin—though 1 have
always believed that "Union" would sooner or later^be understood to

mean " Liberty "—yet I have also rejoiced to recognize that deep

conservatism which has ever been at the bottom of all anti-slavery

radicalism, and have been 'captivated by that sublime faith in God
and Truth, and the Brotherhood of all Human Interests, which has

not ceased, through all these dreary years, to cry aloud in the ears

of this guilty nation, " Let justice be done, and the heavens rton't

fall!"

I join with you in thanking God for the victories of the Past, and
also in taking courage for the battles of the Future. For Mere w
muck heavy work waitiny to he done. In the first place, we must
clinch the nail already driven, by maintaining the legal validity and
securing the practical eflSciency of the Great Proclamation. The
highest military authority, pressed by an unparalleled national crisis,

has done what John Quincy Adams said any General might do

—

has declared, concerning more than three million slaves held by the

public enemy, that they " are, and henceforward shall be, free."

Powerful combinations will be formed to secure the return of the

rebel States with no guaranty for the enforcement of this national

decree of freedom : the plai-n English of which is, that, for the sake

of reinvesting traitors with their forfeited rights of citizenship, we
"will permit the reenslavement of these loyal millions, in violation of

the plighted faith of our Government. For the sake of a false,

treacherous and dishonorable peace, we will make ourselves active



itO^QltM^ the blackest crime in history ! It would scarcely be

flBBMaste we were to send proposals to the rebels, " If you
Ifpiflivtfi^^a^ your old, hypocritical pretence of allegiance, and live at

rft<^W!%With us, we will consent to tke butchery of all the soldiers now
P'fl^s ftgainst yons of all Southern Unionists whose presence of-

Ibads JoxXf and of all Northern men whose opinions are hostile to

jriM''^ ^ " is foi* anti<slavery men to teach this nation that all

liMi^ta^le peace-^ most be laid on the altar of Liberty, and
JOdi oo thd altar of Despotism. And it is for anti-slavery men to

1^ toit t&at <* the promise of freedom, being made," sfudl be " kept."

- iWhat more effec^ve way of clinching this nail, so well driven into

"tlm boffiiQ of our national Tormentor, than by striking straight, bold,

'ItiUtd blows in favor of liberty throughout all the land unto all the

ifihabitants thereof" ? If there are honest differences as to methods

;

if we do not all see clearly the wisdom or constitutionality of Gon-

grAsakmal legislation against slavery in the non-secoding States, ex-

^pt (m the basis of cooperation with those States ; the least we can

do is to insist that Congress must exercise its conceded power to in-

1^ and secure that cooperation. When it is wholly apparent that

" Freedom for All '* is the settled policy and purpose of that loyal

mvas which constitutes the nation, and which alone has the right to

l^overn, Slavery in every Border State, as in Missouri, will be seen on

Its knees, in an agony of vain sup plication for a little more time to

make its will, clMitter its prayers, gather up its robes, and get ready

to die as becomes its Christian professions. For we must, hence-

fortii, reckon anvong " the powers that be," which " are ordained of

God," and which " bear not the sword in vaint'" a compact, earnest,

almost savage party of Emancipationists (not "Abolitionists"— oh, no

indeed !) in every Border State ; for eveii Kentucky must soon come
potitiog into line, josthd and crowded forward by her more sensible

neighbors. When slavery, hotly pressed by foes who are dead in

eaitiest, can only act on the defensive, and is confronted on its own
ground by a free press and free assemblies of the people, the fight

may be ^arp, but it must be short. It will be ghd to die all the

sooner for being assured that the loyal sense and sympathy of the

whole nation take sides with its assailants ; and we must take care

thai Buoh assurance is amply justified.

May I toy one thing more, which lies much on my heart? You,
of all men, know best how to excuse the many things which try to

get themselves spoken, when these sacred subjects are once broached.

We imiBt stand by the Freedmen like brothers, through their try-

ing period of transition— through the weary wilderness of years

irfaich will still stretch between their Egypt and their Canaan, even

after tiiey have clambered out of the bed of this Ked Sea. We
iDiiist nurse thmr infant liberty till it can go alone and defend itself.

Itke n^Oj like another m&o, must indeed work out his own salvation,

ind lat his owb battle ; but we are bound to see fair play. The
mii^jgsaiit, mirderoQg prejudice and piratical rapacity of the white

Wkii not be aliow^ to override the weakness, inexperience, ig-
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noranoe and simplicity of a people just born into the world ; acr to

force unrighteous inferences from their faults and folli^^; nor to

cheat them of the means of honest living and growing. Equality

of righU before the law must not only be recognized in formy but

must be secured in fact, as a thing of the spirit and the life, or

Emancipation is only a victorious failuie.

You asked me to " send a word of cheer " ; and, lo ! I fall to

talking of more burdens yet to be borne, and more duties yet to be
done. Happily, the lovers of God and man have learned that duty

is joy, and that hard work is heavenly pleasure. What greater

privilege than to meet the rising occasion, and pour on the strained

and sensitive ear-drum of this awakened nation the clear, wise, warm
message of Humanity and Justice? Never was the lesson more
needed; never could it be more welcome; never could it sound so

much like the trump of God.

Welcome, day of judgment! Depart, ye cursed, who have be-

trayed and crucified the Christ in the person of his poor and help-

less brothers ! Come forward, ye blessed, who have been true to the

rights of the least and the lowest—to the rights of those who could

not recompense your fidelity ! Inherit the kingdom ! It is yours

henceforward ; and ye shall sit on the right hand of Power.
Yours, in the patience of hope and the labor of love,

CHARLES G. AMES.

«i -
.

LETTER FROM JESSE STEDMAN.

Speingfield, (Vt.) Nov. 25, 1863.

My Dear Sib :

Your invitation to attend the Convention of the American Anti-

Slavery Society at the city of Philadelphia, on the 3d and 4th of De-
cember, came duly to hand, and I do assure you no man, more than

myself, will feel a deeper interest in its action, or would more enjoy

a brief interview with the early pioneers of this Heaven-appointed

cause, in a city whose founder never stained his hands with human
blood, nor his soul with a touch of that abomination of abominations,

human bondage ; and no man more than myself regards the import-

ance of dectded, united and untiring action in the cause of emanci-

pation at this momentous crisis, when all, or nearly all, are disposed,

either from policy or principle, to lend a helping hand.

I would accept aid coming from any quarter and from almost any
motive, to exterminate and utterly annihilate the came of all our

national calamities. The most absurd and dangerous policy is to

turn the Abolition cause over to the Government, as some seem dis-

posed to do, when the second "ruler in the kingdom" tells the world
" slavery is their busmess, not mine," and very complacently talks

about returfiinff prodigals " ! Returning prodigals, forsooth !

!



^^^^^^ me^t^^smsi p^^ under the mild eognoihen of prod-

>^|^llt£:^C^ ooiQiaoQ aoceptatiod of the term, ia an

; 1lMf^$i^s!^r eomparison, as he may uot be guilty of a siogie

th^^^^ orimiaal. I have less confidence than

men ia the President, the Cabinet, or members of Congress,

"fi^ a iignr honorable exceptions in regard to the latter, as to any
]l9lliii^}''t!i ^ther ba^ed upon the principle of immediate, universal

the duty of the Government and right of the slave

;

Mi^iiliw^ I regard the action of the American Anti-Slavery Society

|ft (lub momeottotts orisis of immeasurable importance. The wants of

llw thousaiLds already free, and the millions yet in bondage, if ever

litee^in the necessaries of life and education to render them fit sub*

jeeiii ^r oiviliaed lif«, present an outlay, and amount of labor to be

done the taonA appalling. But, Mr. President, I am aware I hardly

n«&i urge the Convention to action when there are so many who have

heea longer in the harness, and have labored so much mure effectively

Hofl myself, "is this connection, I cannot but advert to the changed

eobditioo of public opinion since the burning of Pennsylvania Hall,

tra age>iB!o, in the city where you assemble, dedicated to free discus-

mm- Thin my blood rose to fever heat, and has remained there

most of the time since. May your labpr be crowned with sucress,

and thst speedily ; and God grant that moral necessity may complete

what military necessity commenced, and the joyous shoots of tbirty-

^ree million, free as the air of heaven, shake the continent from
centre to circumference, and the benedictiop of the world and the

blesatng of God rest upon all who have lent a helping hand to deliver

the oppressed from the power of the oppressor

!

JESSE STEDMAN.

UffTTER FBOM GEORGE WILLIAM CURTIS.

NoETU Shore, (Staten Island, N. Y.) Nov., 1863.

I have the invitation to your meetings on the 3d and 4th of De-
cember, hut my engagements will take me fur away at that time. I

do not wonuer that you congratulate yourselves, for History will re-

cord that the Abolitionists were the vanguard of American liberty,

not only in asserting the natural right cf every man to personal free-

dom^ but in maidtaining through the fiery tempest of hostile public

opinion the right of free speech, which is the corner-stone of a Repub-

li0 of all the people like ours.

V I rejoice with you that we have lived to the day in which the peo-

jdleof.thia <»)nntry plainly see that Liberty, and Liberty alone, is

iJtttOIL;.

FaiOifally, yours,

L . , OBOBGB WILLIAM CURTIS.
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LETTER FROM REV. JEHIEL CLAFLIN.

East Westmokkland, (N. H.) Nov. 28, 1863.
,

Deau Gaubieon :

Your circular and letter of the 23d inst., invitin^r me to be preseut

at the decade celebration in the city of Philadelphia, on the 3d and

4th of December proximo, was received ; and as I shall be denied

the pleasure of being present in person to participate in the proceed*

ings of that memorable and joyous occasion, allow me, dear sir,

through you, to congratulate the veteran pioneers and faithful coad-

jutors in meeting each other again, after a long and arduous warfare,

in the '* city of brotherly love," where, thirty years ago, they met to

inaugurate the grandest and most sublime movement since the Chris-

tian era. Being based, not on expediency but on principle, and do-

pending, not on numbers but on the truth and the justice, of their

cause, they could not but have the sanction and approval of a just

God and all-wise Ruler of the Universe ; and relying on his all-potent

am; for aid, their ultimate success could be but a question of iime.

And although many of the loved and dearly-remembered ones, co-

laborers in this humanitary and Heaven-approved enterprise, have

fallen in the midst of the " irrepressible conflict," yet it has pleased

the all-wise and merciful Father graciously to spare the precious life

of him, who, under God, was the first to call to repentance this guilty

and oppressive nation— "to undo the heavy burdens, to break every

yoke, and let the oppressed go free " ; and though one after another

of the faithful ones has fallen, battling nobly in the true heroic and

martyr spirit for the deliverance of the oppressed, " remembering

those in bonds as bound with them," yet others, catching the spirit of

the noble dead, have risen up as new recruits to fill the ranks, and

help carry forward to final completion the great work so nobly be-

gun. The occasion will be a rare one for those who have consecrated

the strength of their years and manhood in the cause of the oppressed.

Those who will be gathered there to greet each other again and re-

new old acquaintance, will gather new strength and new inspiration

to press on to final victory this mighty death-grapple with the legions

and powers of darkness. The true friends of iminediate emancipa-

tion and universal freedom have abundant cause of rejoicing and

hope, in view of what has alreadv been accomplished in the result of

their faithful and indefatigable labors; "but the end is not yet."

Slavery is a monster tenacious of life ; but the harpoons of truth

have been thrown by skillful hands, and the hiueous monster is noT
writhing in '.iis death-throes. Hitherto our cause has been unpopu-

lar, but now its advocates and frionds may be counted by many thou-

sands ; since, to be such, no longer endangers one's reputation or

popularity ; yet, coming in at the eleventh hcui'', " they shall receive

their penny." Recounting on this occasion, as you certainly will, the

aiarvetlou^ changes in the public mind and heart in tliis nation in re-

gard to this great question of the age, yon may very p^neDtly ask.



**Wb&t lutA Gbd wrought ? " Thanking Ood for his favor and help

la tiie paat, let na giird ap afresh with unfaltering fidelity and hope

fait lAut last deoisive and final* victory over the serried hosts of dark-

gr: u gonaoious that our duty is not done and oar work not complete

,i;u. ^ the last fetter is broken from the limbs of the last slave in the

iUiaA. JM every true Abolitionist be encouraged, now that the

h&a been aroused, and has leaped to " arms," aud marshalled

ii. oosts to vindicate our cause and the rights of humanity in <' black

.and white." Let every heart and hand be quickened to new zeal and

M^vity in the meritorious work of redeeming humanity from the

iron grasp of tyrants and oppressors.

Let us all be hopeful that God, afl^er having sufficiently chastened

ti8, as a nation, for our pride, avarice, ambition, ingratitude and op-

preesion, will yet bring us out of this fiery ordeal a united, prosper-

ous and happy people, to be in the future not a warning but an ex-

Ample to all the nations of the earth.

Feeling it an honor, of which I am not worthy, to have my hum-
ble name linked with the noble and honored champions of impartial

and univeml freedom, and praying that God's blessing may attend

your lathering, I am, with much esteem, your fellow-laborer,

JEHIEL CLAFLIN.

LETTER FBOM SARAH M. GRIMKB.

Wbst Newton, Nov. 30, 1863.

Db&e Bbothxb Gabrison :

How my heart yearns to be with .^ou on this soul-stirring and glo-

riole ocoaaion— the third decade of your untiring and unflinching

.e&rts in the cause of Human Rights ! What a jubilee to my spirit

would it be to mingle with you in this celebration !

When our revolutionary fathers drew the sword to establish the

great principles they promulgated, of the right of every human being

to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, they achieved, in their

heroic and successful struggle for independence, the greatest triumph

the world had then witncE'sed for liberty and self-government. But,

alas ! they too soon proved that the blessings they had won were only

to be enjoyed by the white man—they sat down under their vines

and fig trees, and sang hosannas to the Highest for their deliverance.

In tiie songs of their jubilee, they heard not " the trampled negro's

smoihered cries."

To you and your coadjutors it was reserved to hear the groans of

the opfpreased—to cry aloud and spare not— to lift up your voices

in the palmiest days of a haughty and prosperous nation, and pro-

claim on the house-tops that all their righteousness was but filthy

n§^—-yea, they were a stench in the nostrils of Jehovah. To you,

^ and to tiiose who have stood by you in the day of conflict, it has been
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reserved to fight the battle of the weak against the strong ; of the

down-trodden against the mighty ; of the prisoner, scourged and tor-

tured, against his tyrant ; of the bereaved and bleeding mother against

the relentless wretch who robs her of her child ; of all those helplera

babes, robbed of their birthright, and doomed to hopeless bondage,

against ihe fiend who perpetrated this highest crime against 0od and
Humanity. The blessing of these destitute ones will bo your e:coeedo

ing great reward.

Now you stand on the height you have reached with so mnch toil,

and suffering, and patience, ^ and fortitude. In surveying the past,

you hear the ble^ed language, " Well done, good and faithful Ber«

vants! enter ye into the joy of your Xiord." In surveying the prep,-

ent, the word greets your ear, "Speak to my people that they go for'
ward." In surveying the future, you behold the glory of the Lord
covering the earth, and you, too, may sing Hosannsb to the Highest.

Truly, if our forefathers did the work of noble men, nobly you have
done the work of God in a godlike spirit.

This blessed war is working out the salvation of the Angio>Saxon
as well as of the African race. The eyes of the nation are being

anointed with the eye-salve of the King of heaven, and thousand

voices swell the anthem of praise and thanksgiving for what has been
done ; and lips, touched with living coals from God's altar, breathe

the prayer, " Let not thine hand spare, nor thine eye pity, till judg-

ment be brought forth unto victory."

This war, the holiest ever waged, is emphatically God's war ; and
whether the nation will or not, He will carry it on to its grand con-

summation, until everj' American enjoys the rights claimed for him
in our Declaration of Independence.

Will not some hero arise, ere this conflict closes, on whom will rest

the mantle of Toussaint L'Odvreturk ? Earnestly do 1 pray that,

from among the ranks of our colored brethren, a savior may arise,

who will make this ^rar resplendent with his deeds of valor, courage,

wisdom and fortitude ; and who will be deservedly hailed as the final

Deliverer of his people.

Yours, faithfully,

SARAH M. GRIMKE.

LETOER FROM REV. DAVID THURSTON.

LiTOHmu) OoRKBR, Me., Nov. 20, 1868.
DsAE Sir:

I thank you for tht invitation to the thirtieth anniversary of our
Society at Philadelphia. I call it ouwi, because I aided in its organ-
ization, and have never formally withdrawn from it. Thotigli for

reasons which, seemed to tn'e satisfactory, I have taken no part in its

meeting of late^ I have nSver d^arted from its prindiples, as stited

in oar I)xcLA.RA!noN— the imni^iate and ^Qtire aboUtioii of slavery



iipf'^Ke Uoited States, " by all those instrumentalities sanctioned by
}&«f, tmtidiaiiity and religion; and thus *o deliver oar land from its

destdH<»!t;(»u«e, and to wipe out the foulest stain whjch rests upon our
soctiphal esciitcbeon.V Not a month before we met at Philadelphia

torlbrm an Anti-Slavery Society, I had preached three sermons on
Uie:sabject> of slavery, and, among other things, said that "it ought
isBfiaediately to cease, because its continuance is preparing the way
Sbi* civil war." Here I fireely and thankfully acknowledge my iu-

ddbtednCiss to you; for enlightening me on the horrid cruelty and
abominable wickedness of holding and using men as articles of prop>

erty. No human enactments (falsely called laws) can change a
being, created with the faculties necessary to make him a moral
agent accountable to his Creator, into an article of property, a mar-
ketable commodity. Never have I failed to bear testimony against

filavebolding as a practice fraught with wrongs and woes unuttera-

able. I do not call it an imtitution or a system, for it is neither.

I constantly maintain the inherent, imprescriptable right of the

slaTos to freedom.

Because, as a nation, we have withheld from them that sacred

light, at the same time proclaiming our beli-jf that all men are en-

dowed by their Creator witL the inalienable rights to life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness, in the righteous Providence of God, the

leaders in tibe rebellion have risen up to punish us and themselves for

our atrocious wickedness. " Howbeit, they do not mean so, neither

do their hearts think so." We are experiencing the scourges of the

just indignation of God against us. Shall not we continue to feel

them, till we remove the great, not the only, cause of them, by giv-

ing freedom to all the enslaved ? As the nation refused to do what
Abolitionista have been laboring to have them do, these thirty years,

Jehovah has taken the work into His hands, and He will do it effec-

tually. What wonderful changes in regard to slavex-y are taking

place ! Ecclesiastical organizations, which, heretofore, have utterly

refused or ignored any action in relation to slavery, are now passing

resolutions condemning the practice. Even the American Board of
Commisaioners for Foreign Missions, at their late meeting, passed,

unanimously, a " resolution of thanks to God that the entire abolition

of slavery on the North American Continent is an inevitable, and not

far distant, result of. the war."

In regard to what has already been done for *He overthrow of sla-

very, and what we joyfully anticipate is to be done, we may exclaim,

"Behold what a great matter a little fire has kindled!" Surely,

the agency of God is to be devoutly recognized and gratefully ac-

knowledged in these changes. "He is pouring contempt upon
princes, and setting the poor on high from affliction, and making him
families like a fiock. The righteous see it and rejoice, and all ini-

quity shall stop her mouth. He disappointeth the devices of Ihe

crafty, so that their hands cannot perform their enterprise."

Probably not many of those whose'names are attached to our Dec-
laration still survive. I may be one of the oldest, having past my
eightij'fowrth, year nine Tnontfts^ and still able to plead the cause of
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the oppressed. Gladly would I be with you on the 3d and 4th of

December, to recount some of the conflicts, trials, discouragements

and hopes, through which our cause has passed. Surely, we may
thank God and take courage," for the right will ultimately prevail.

Domestic affliction must prevent my personal attendance. Gite ray

kind regards to those pioneers in the good Abolition cause, who may
be present at the contemplated meeting. I rejoice with them in the

brightening prospect of having our country freed from that most in-

human and flagitiously wicked practice, which has exerted such a

fearfully demoralizing influence through the whole land.

On behalf of the oppressed, T am truly with you,

, DAVID THURSTON.
Wm. Lloyd Garrison.

LETTER FROM GEORGE E. BAKER.

Washington, Dec. 2, 1863.

GENriiEMEN :

Your invitation to attend the celebration of the Third Decade of

the American Anti-Slavery Society was received by me with grateful

feelings. Circumstances prevent my accepting it. Cheering as the

prospect now is of the abolition of American slavery, there never

was a time more favorable for a bold discussion of its nature and
evils, nor a time when such discussion was more necessary. The
people need a fuller appreciation of the intrinsic wickedness of sla-

very. John Weslev indulged in no figure of speech when he said,

" American slavery is the sum of all villanies." He spoke truly and
literally. If we could add up, as %ve add up a column of figures,

Murder, Theft, Adultery, Frau''., etc., the total would bo— Slavery.

The slaveholder is guilty, n^c of one of the great sins only, hni of all

combined. Yet how many regard slavery chiefly as an economic

evil, a question of expediency '.

The rapid extinction of slavery now going on, at such fearful cost

of blood and treasure, was foreseen by some of our great statesmen.

They seem to have been of two classes. Mr. Everett, in his Get-

tysburg Oration, intimates that he saw it, and strove, "perhaps too

long," to avert the catastrophe by compromise. He represents one,

and much the larger, class.

Mr. Seward, on the other hand, saw the result forty years ago,

and sought to save the country from convulsion and war by constant-

ly raising his voice of warning, and by counselling the putting away
of slavery through peaceful measures. To this end, with a small

minority of his fellow-citizens, he labored. To this end, also, Cuan-
msQ, Garrison, Gerrit Smith, Sdmner and others wrote and spoke.

" Man proposes, but God disposes." An almighty Power has taken

the work from finite hands, and now we wait for the salvation of

God. ' Your friend and servant,

GEO. E. BAKER.
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LBTTEB FROM JOSHUA COFFIN.

Nbwbury, (MaRd.) Nov. 30, 1863,
I>«Aft Oabkigok:
* * * What changes have taken place since December, 1833,

aod who then supposed that slavery would receive its death-blow by
l^e hands of slavery itself? The first gun fired at Sumter was the

^Uifknell of slavery. It will die hard, but die it must, although it

may/take a long time yet before the dying carcase is entirely dead,

Ctr buified beyond the hope of resurrection. As it is every day re-

vealing its detestable character, it is every day changing the opinions

of thousands, who have hitherto, like the nriest and Levite, passed by
on the other side, and been determined not to trouble themselves

with such little things as the " nigger " question.

I wish I could be with you in Philadelphia this week ; but as I

Goxmot be with you in the flesh, I shall be with you in the spirit.

I wish you a successful meeting, and hope that ere another decade

shall have passed, the triumph of anti-elaveiy principles will be com-
plete, and that the whole continent will join in the jubilee pong, hav^

ing beei " regenerated and disenthralled by the irresistible genius of

universal emancipation," directed as it undoubtedly has been by God's

goodness, " whose ways are not as our ways, nor His thoughts as our

thoughts.'* The counsels of Ahithophel have been turned to foolish-

ness, and, like him, the leaders of the rebellion are hanging them-

selves. Please give my respects to all who may inquire about me,

whom I formerly knew in Philadelphia, especially those who signed

the Declaration in 1833. I wish I could see them rll, and hear the

addresses, and shake hands with those whom you may see and hear.

But enough. Success to you, and may you and I live to see the con-

BommatioQ of our wishes

!

• Yours, truly, JOSHUA COFFIN.

LETTER FROM JOHN M. LANGSTON.

Obeelin, Dec. 3, 1863.

WittiAM Lloyd Gaebison, Esq. :

Bbab Sib,—Accept my thanks for your earnest and manly efforts

in behalf of the American slave. You and your noble coadjutors

haye brought our whole- land under lasting gratitude to you. It

would afford me vast pleasure to be in Philadelphia to-day to aid in

commemorating the Thirtieth Anniversary of the American Anti-

Slavery Society. Ill health prevents my being with you to-morrow.

Ujv to last evening, I had hoped to be with you. I can now only

thank you for your kind invitation to be present, and thank you for

what, under God, you have been able to do for the American people

and the American slave. For in laborirg to secure the emancipa-

tion of the slave, yoa achieved the enfranchisement of all the people.

And let all the people \e grateful

!

Yours, for God and Humanity, JOHN M. LANGSTON

,
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[From the New York Tribune of December 3, 11

THE ANTI-SLAVERY ANNIVERSARY AT PHILA-

DELPHIA.

Thirty years ago to-day, a few men met in Philadelphia to form

the American Anti-Slavery Society. The Convention was not only

small in numbers, but, with rare exceptions, its members were un-

known beyond their own neighborhoods. The most conspicuous were

the Rev. Beeiah Green, then recently Professor of Sacred Litera-

ture in Western Reserve College; Lewis Tappan, an . enterprising

merchant of this city ; John G. Whittiee, the Quaker poet ; Wm.
Lloyd Garrison, then as now the editor of the Boston Liberator

;

Dr. A. L. Cox, a skillful physician of this city ; Samuel J. May and

Amos A. Phelps, clergymen of Massachusetts; William Goodell,

then editor of the Genixts of Temperance; Elizttr Wright, Jr.,

since known as the translator of La Fontaine ; the Rev. S. S. Joce-

lyn, of this city, and Dr. E, A. Atlee and J. Miller McKim, of

Philadelphia. The Convention numbered sixty-two persons, from

ten States. Prof. Green officiated as President, and Messrs. Tappan

and Whittier as Secretaries. A Declaration of Principles and

Purposes, from the emphatic and eloquent pen of Mr. Garrison, was

adopted, and "The American Anti-Slavery Society," based on the

doctrine of immediate emancipation without expatriation, organized.

The officers of the Society were then chosen. Its President was
Arthur Tappan, the senior partner of one of our oldest mercantile

firms, and widely known for his munificent contributions to the reli-

gious and benevolent institutions of the country. Among its other

officers were Samuel Fessenden, the head of the Maine bar, and the

father of the present able Senator in Congress from that State, the

Rev, Dr. Lord, President of Dartmouth College, Professors Fitch

and Ites, of Yale College, Benjamin Lundy, one of the earliest

anti-slavery pioneers, Joshua Leavitt, the editor successively of the

New York Evangelist, The Ematicipator, and The Independent,

Professor Shep^rd, of Bangor Theological Seminary, Theodore D.

Weld, and Ellis Gray Loring, David Lee Child, and Samuel
E. Sewall, members of the Boston bar Looking confidently into

thd future, the Declaration of the Convention, signed by all its mem-
bers, proclaimed : " Our trust for victory is solely in God. We may
be personally defeated, but our principles Kever. Truth, Justice,

Reason, Humanity, must and will gloriously triumph." In a sketch

of the proceedings of the Convention, a leading delegate, through an

anti-slavery periodical, said: "The members of the Convention and

their associates will never cease from their labors till their cause is

triumphant. The God of Truth and Just.'ee is with them, and will

finally prevail."

No reflecting man can doubt that the historian of the conflict be-

tween Freedom and Slavery which has convulsed this nation for the
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last thijrty years will assign a very important part in the great

movement to the Society whose organization we have briefly sketijhed.

SVom the start, it entered upon its seemingly almost hopeless work
mth an ianergy and a will that nothing could discourage or dismay.

Id the language of Mr. Gabbison, " it would be heard."

Its first battle was for freedom of speech and the press. And, in

the face of tiots and' lynchings, and murders even, and while its

meetings were broken up by raobs, and its presses thrown into rivers,

and its orators and editors shut up in prisons or shot down at their

pdBtBt it fought out this fight during five or six years with a persist-

emj and a courage which have few parallels iu the annals of progress

ftod reform. The heroism of this small body of proscribed men and

women wrung plaudits from their opponents. The late William
Jjtsmvrv wrote of them, twenty-eight years ago : It would seem as

if God had winnowed the population of the country to select a choice

few, whom nothing can drive from the exercise of their right to dis-

cuss the question of slavery." Commenting upon the anti-abolition

riots that disgraced this city in 1834, during which the house of

Lewis Tappan was sacked and his furniture reduced to ashes, Mr.
Chablss King, then editor of the New York American, said,

" Fird cannot burn their convictions out of these men." Nor did it

!

Uttseduced by blandishments, and undeterred by violence, the Aboli-

tionists kept straight on, urging their obnoxious doctrines upon public

attention, not always in the mildest terms nor with the sweetest tem-

per, but with intern facts and sturdy arguments, until they compelled

the nation to stand still and listen.

Mingling with this contest for free speech and free printing,

tbough initiated at a little lat«r period in the conflici was the meni-

orable struggle for the right of petition. In 1835 and 1836, the

Anti-?.lavery societies began to petition Congress for the abolition of

slavery in the District of Columbia, and the inhibition of the inter-

State slave trade, and kindred measures. Though few at th§ outset,

the number of petitioners swelled during the next two oi three years

till it reached in one Congress three-fourths of a million. It would
belie obvious facts to call all these petitioners " Abolitionists." In

the defence of the right of petition, as also that of the freedom of

speech and the press, it became evident to considerate men that not

alone was the right to discuss and petition in regard to slavery in-

» volved, but that vital constitutional principles were at stake, and

that these must be defended against their assailants, irrespective of

the merits of the particular subject over which the battle was waged,

or the popularity or prestige of the persons whose privileges were

put in perij.

It was upon these broad grounds that the venerable John Qoincy
Abams early became the champion of freedom of debate and the

right of petitioi) in the House of Representatives, where, for twelve

years, he grappled with the Slave Power, making, not America only,

but the civilized world, resound with the claak of the conflict.

Doubtless posterity will regard this as the most honorable and bril-
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Hant chapter iu the long and eventful life of this extraordinary wan.
Thp service he rendered to the cause of Freedom during these years

was of incalculable value. The exalted positions he had held, his

multifarious learning, his vvforld-widc' renown, lent lustre to the cause,

while his exhaustiess resources, his skill in debate, his dauntless

courage and indomitable will, were a tower of strength to its frienda,

and a never-failing source of mortification and discomfiture to its

foes.

The freedom of speech and debate, and the right of petition, had
hardly been secured, before the subject of the annexation of Texas,

and the consequent enlargement of the area of slavery, arrested the

public attention. While thousands of our best and wisest men of all

creeds and parties early took olarm at this attempt to commit the

country to a policy of aggression upon the rights of foreign States,

it is due to truth to say that the Abolitionists and their immediate
coadjutors were the only classes who resisted annexation upon purely

anti-slavery grounds. This contest, opening in 1837, continued, with
occasional lulls, until the Presidential campaign of 1844, when it

largely mingled in the discussions of the two parties that divided the

country, the conspirators against national honor achieving a triumph
in the election of James K. Polk over Henry Clay,

It was now eleven years since the American Anti-Slavery Society

was formed. During this period, kindred societies had been organ-

ized in every considerable town and village in the Free States, whose
members numbered scores of thousands. These associations had em-
ployed hundreds of agents, who had traversed the country delivering

addresses in all the principal centres of population. They had es-

tablished newspapers in all the Northern States, and had circulated

pamphlets and tracts by the million. Not only had they petitioned

Congress, but thi2y had besieged the Legislatures of the Free States,

demanding that they themselves memorialize Congress in behalf of

Emancipation, and protest against the abridgment of the right of

debate and petition, and the annexation of Texas to the Union.

Vermont and Massachusetts responded favorably to their demands in

1837, and other States subsequently copied their example, till at one

period the Legislature of every State, not hopelessly bound in the

fetters of a pro-slavery democracy, spoke words more or less em-
phatic for the slave and his champions. The Abolitionists had also

made their power felt at the ballot-box, either by voting for the most
acceptable candidates of the Whig and Democratic parties, or by
bringing out candidates of their own. Their principles had likewise

made a strong lodgment in the leading religious denominations of the

country. Indeed, at the period of the inauguration of Mr. Polk,
and the consequent consummation of the Texas villany, neither

House of Congress, no State Legislature, no ecclesiastical body, no
educational convention, no benevolent society, no political assemblage,

could meet without finding itself launched upon a wide sea of discus-

sion ooncerning slavery. The most superficial observer could not

fail to see, nor the most indifierent spectator to feel, that the priuci-
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plea of the Aboliiiooists, alter passing through the ordeal of bng
jears of reproach and persecution, bad taken fast hold upon the ia-

tellect ftttd conaoisBce of great masses of the American people.

tOie annexatioQ of Texas was foUowed by the Mexican war, which
brought in its train large accessions of territory. The whole nation

BOW corapelldd to stand faoe to face with the long dreaded and
mn^ avoi^tod subject of slavery. Congress and the country were
fiotivcdfied. Tfaa greatest mindjj of the times were forced to grapple
iritii.ilie i^tating theme. The discussion summoned to the forum

loftiesi Btateaoaauship ; it sent to the closet the ripest scholarship

;

Hiay^ oontribtttions nppn the eloquence, the learning, the genius

Saoftte, tbe Synod and the School, until all ranks and condi-

0f^an ^(vere, involved in the agitation.

After the ftdvent of the Wilmot Proviso in 1847-S, the slavery

agitatdoB paamd beyond the paie of the Abolitionists. Yet, from
tbfti imppsriaat i^poeh onward till secession reared its treasonable

orcRt,.BOt a ftttMbimetjt^il argument was employed against slavery, nor

A vitt^ priooiple eouQoiated, nor a sound view of the Constitution ex-

b&i^^ nor important fact presented, nor a prime objection an-

swered, nor a flowing appeal in l)ehaif of liberty uttered, which had
not been previoijsly employed, enunciated, exhibited, presented, an-

swered and uttered by the Abolitionists. So true is this, that to

miadb familiar with the anti-slavery literature of the era, the

ei^eeohes and prelections of those statesmen and orators who, for the

last twelve ot fifteen y^rs, have fulmined in the Senate and on the

rostrum, while spuming the imputation of being " Abolitionists,"

iotve seeosed to be the cast<o£f robes, furbished up for the occasion, of
tlie very ciasa whous they affected to repudiate, if not despise.

Baring the Wilmot Proviso struggle, and its closely following

obotesi over the compromise measures of 1850, the radical anti-

slavery politicians of the oauntry organized the Free-Soil party, the

voting Abolitionists generally rallying to its support. Four years
later, the Slave Power dictated the repeal of the Missouri Compro-
mise, which speedily bore its natural fruit in the raids and rascali-

ties, the frauds and felonies perpetrated ia Kansas. These crimes

stimulated to action tiie spirit of Northern freemen. They combined
to reaust these outrages upon Liberty and Law, and gave body and
form to their determination by organizing the Republican party. At
the eldotion of 1856, the Slave Oligarchy triumphed, and triumphed,

tkAok God, &r ite last time in a Presidential contest. Not heeding

th« omiooos g&tixerinc in the Northern skies, the conspiratorfr cele-

brated their tritunphoy endeavoring to sftcrifice Human Freedom on
UiSfl^ar .<£ the Bred Seott infamy, and to crucify Representative

j^etnmiBO^ on the Lecomploii swindle. The aeqaei is known. The
4aU'iUy0£|||rv^ was equal to the exigency. It

?eMneIidbtod it»y«wRl»,» . Dodqlab revoltod^ split the Democracy in''

tirai«^>s^ the Presidential chair.

^roi^hout ike set!«ii of great events we have noticed, the course

of the Abolitiomsts was marvellously direst and straight-forward.
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They aimed their blows right at the core of slavery, denouncing it as

a sin whose only appropriate remedy was immediate and uncondi-

tional repentance. Amid convulsions that made the continent trem-

ble, this small band of reformers pursued their line of policy with a

directness that finds its fitting illustration in the parallel of latitude,

which crosses wide oceans, climbs high mountains, penetrates deep

/f*°**9«b^»f&lleys, and traverses broad plains, without variableness or shadow of

turning. Yet, notwithstanding this, it requires no spirit of divina-

tion to perceive that the organization of the Anti-Slavery Society in

1833, and the election of a Republican President in 1860, bear to

each other the relation of remote cause and ultimate effect.

We utter no eulogium upon the Abolitionists, Posterity will do

them justice, awarding praise and blame with impartial hand. Like

other reformers, some of them have sometimes been impatient if not

intolerant of those who were less quick to see, less keen to feel, less

prompt to act than themselves. Their great work hastens to comple-

tion. We venture the prediction, that if any of those who aided in

forming the Society of 1833 shall live till a third of a century shall

have passed since that event, they will greet a day whose rising sun

will not shed his beams upon a single negro slave in all our broad

land.

[A._p. 6.]

Since this speech was made, John Greenlkak Whittikr has sent

to the Editor of the Boston Transcript the following letter, by

which it appears that Mr. Garrison would have been liberated from

prison by Hknry Clay, had he not been anticipated by Arthur

Taitan. The fact is of some historical interest.

The editor of the Louisville (Ky.) Journal, in an article on the

release of the editor of The Liberator from prison in Baltimore, in

1830, makes the following statement :
—

"Mr. CuAY related to us the facta in July, 1830. A few months before, Mr.
Cabbison, editor of an emancipation paper in Baltimore, was prosecuted, imprig'

oned, and fined for a libel on Woolfolk. Not being able to pay the fine, his im-
prisonment was prolonged on that account. Mr. WHrrriBB, an entire stranger to

Mr. Clay, wrote to him as a philanthropist, begging him to pay the fine, and thus
procure Mr. Gabbison's release. Mr. Olat wrote to his old friend, Hkzekiah
NiLES, of JSilea'a Register, asking whether Mr. Gabhison was a worthy man, and
saying that, if he was so, he would pay one half the fine, provided Mr. Nilbs or

^ others would pay the other half. Mr. Niles wrote back, stating that, on the
whole, he thonght Mr. Gabbiboh worthy. Mr. Clat at once remitted the money
for half of the fine, the other half wu paid, and Gabbison was discharged.

" It is not pleasant to have to add,' that, some time afterwards, both Whittibb
aaid Oabbibon wrote bitter things against Mr. Cia.Y."

20



ill the earn are simply these : Dariag the imprisonment
V 0-ABB.I80)!(, I ventqjred to addr^ a line to Hknet Olat,

a^i%tkifla to ttse his infiueace with his political and personal friends

:|^:'1^ttftt(tfi6^^^t^ his release. I neither asked nor expected

JUpa ta pay himself the fine and oosts. I had no definite idea upoa
jMitat terms, if at all, his release oould be effected, or whether, in the

tifords of Dumbedikes to Jeanie Deans, " Siller would do it." My
l^^peal, w^selj or otherwise, was made to a distinguished political

maii in behalf of one of his most ardent supporters, who must have
already known to him as the first editor in New England to

nominate him tor the Presidency, in an able and vigorous article

pilbiished in the Benningtoja (Vt.) Journal of the Times, of March
27, 1829, and which was widely copied and commended. It is

proper to say that my letter was writtea without the knowledge of

my friend Gabjuson.

la a letter whioh I received some time afler from the Kentucky
Btatseman, he informed me that he had written to a Mend in Balti-

more, in conformity with n>v wishes ; but that he had just learned

from his correspondent tliat he had been anticipated, ana that the

liberation had been effected without the aid he would otherwise have

given; The fine and costs were in fact paid by Aethur Tappan,
Esq., of Hew York.

The promptness of H^ney Clay's response to my appeal was
honorable in itself, and characteristic of one who was always true to

his political and personal friends. The implied charge of ingratitude

suggested by my old friend Pebntick is perhaps hardly worth no-

ticing. What Hbnet Clay proposed to do for Gaeeison was no

more than he would have done, and should have done, for any one

who had established a similar claim upon his favor. As to myself,

I ooald scarcely be said to be an " entire stranger " to him ; for young
and obscure as I was, I had in the Boston Manufacturer advocated

his claims with such zeal and earnestness, that' I was selected as the

successor of the editor of the journal himself, and in the Hartford

(Ct.) JS. Review" assisted, as he will doubtless remember, in

writing "The Life of Henry Clay," and declined, on account of ill-

ness, an invitation from the National Republican Committee to fill

a vacaney in the delegation of Conneotiout to the Convention which
nominated him in 1831. I mention this merely to show that my
letter, under the circumstances, was not altogether boyish presumption.

That, in the progress of the great struggle between Freedom and
Slavery, both Gakuson and myself have felt compelled to speak

fireely of the position and avowed sentiments of Hbney Clay, is cer-

tainly true But for myself, I can say that this was always done

more in sorrow than in anger, and accompanied with a profound re-

eret that one in many respects so noble, and endowed with such won-

derfol gifts, i^ould allow his great influence to be felt in support of

a system which his vea^n and conscience condemned.

JOHN G. WHITTIER.
Amisbuky, 14th 8d mo., 186i.
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[B.-~p. 40.]

ORIGINAL SIGNERS OF THE DECLARATION OF SENTIMENTS.

<Ttiose marked with an asterlak have deceased )

Mmuc.
Da /ID Thcrstom, Joseph Sodthwick,

Nathan -VVisslow,* James F. 0ns,

Isaac WiNStow.

New Hampshire.

David Cambbll.*

Vermmu.

OrBON 8. MtJRBAY.

MasaachusetU.

David S. Soctbmayd,* James G. Baebadoes,*

Effinqhak L. Capron,* David T. Kimball, Jr.,

Joshua Coffin, Daniisl E. JewBTx,

AMt)8 A. Phelps,* John jReid Cambell,*

John G. Whittiek^ Nathaniel Soxtthard,*

Horace P. Wakefield, Aunold Buffum,*

William Llotd Garrison.

Rhode Island.

John Prentice, George W. Bbnscn, Rat Potter.*

Connecticut.

Samuel Joseph Mat, Edwin A. Stillman,

Alphetjs Kinqsley, Simeon S. Joceltn,

Robert Bernard Hall.

New York.

Beriah Green, William Goodell,

Lewis Tappan, Euzitb Wright, Jr.,

John Rankin, Charles W. Dbnisow,

William Green, Jr., Georob Bourne,*

Abbaham L. Cox, John Frost.*

New Jertey.

JoNA. Pabkhurst,* Chalklet Qillinghah, Jakes Whwh.*

Pennsylvania.

Evan Lews ^ Aakon Tickers,

Edwin A. Atlee,* Jakes Loughhbad,

Robert Purvis, John R. Sleeper,

James McGKUMKELLi Thomas Whitson,

Thomas Shipley, Edwih P. Atlee,* •

Bartholomew Fussell, John Sh4rp, Jr.,

Enoch Mack, David Jones,

John McCollouqh, Lucas Gillinobah,

James M. MoEix, Jakes Moit,

SUKNKB StEBBINS.

Ohio.

JoHw M. Sterling, Milton Sutliff, Levi Sutlifp.
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A NOKTHEKN SONQ.
BY JOHN O. WHITTIEE.

Now joy and thanks for evermore i

The dreary night has weil-nigh passed

;

The siomben of the North are o'er.

The giant stands erect at last

!

More than we hoped in that dark time,

When faint with watching, few and worn.

We saw no welcome day-star clirab

The cold gray pathway of the morn.

0, weary hours ! O, night of years !

What storms .our darkling pathway swept,

Where, beating baoK our thronging fears,

By faith alone our march we kept

!

How jeered the scoffing crowd behind,

How mocked before tho tyrant train.

As, 006' by one, the tTVp and kind

Fell fainting hi our path of pain !

They died— their brave hearts breaking slow

But. self-forgetful the last,

Id words of cheer and bagle-glow,

Their breath upon the darkness passed

!

A mighty host on either hand

Stood waiting for the dawn of day,

To crash like reede our feeble band !
—

The mora has come —and where are they ?

Troop after troop its line forsakes,

With peace-white banners waving free.

And fh>m our own the glad about breaks,

Of "Freedom and Fraternity 1

"

Like mist before the growing light.

The hostile cohorts melt away

:

Hornui i oar foeraen of the night
*

« Are brotheiy at tlte dawn of day I

Atuf hl»8e repentant ones

We ope.) wide oar toil-worn ranks,

AlMtg o«ir tine a roarmur rans

Of song, aoJ praise, and gmtefal thanks.
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ANTI-SLAYERY PUBLICATIOxNS IN AMEEICA.

[The following list does not pretend to completeness. On the tontn ry, a full list

of works printed, or reprintod, in the United States on the subject of slavery, with

a Tlew to its abolition, would probably swell to nearly double the length of this.

It goes forth, liowerer, as the commencement of a better one. Titles of anti-sla-

very works, not included in this list, with names of authors, (viiere known,) and

dates and places of pnblic&tion, maybe communicated to Samuel May, Jr., 221

"Washington street, Boston..!

17 50—1830.
Considerations on the Keeping of Negroes, &o. By Jobn Woolman. 1764 to 17G2.

AnTHOTiY Bknezst wrote and published on Slavery, between 1750 and 1774. A
small tract of extracts : Philadelphia, 1858.

Notes on the State of Virginia. W/ith an Appendix. By Thomas JcFrERSon.

1787. [The 8th edition appeared in 1801.]

Various publications by Dr. Benjamin Franklin and Dr. Benjamin Rcsh ap-

peared scon after 17 87.

Constitution of a Society for Abolishing the Slave Trade. With several Acts of the

Legislatures of Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode Island, for that purpose.

pp.19. Providence. Printed by John Caktbr. 1789.

The Injustice and Impolicy of the Slave Trade, and of the Slavery of the Afri-

cans, illustrated in a Sermon before the Connecticut Society for the Promotion of

freedom and for the Relief of Persons unlawfully holden in Bondage ; at their

Annual Meeting in New Haven, September 15, 1791. By Jonathan Edwabos,

D. D. [the younger.]

A Portraiture of Domestic Slaver^/ in tLe United States. By Jesse Tobrbt, jun.

Philadelphia, 1817.

Memoirs of Naimbanna, an African Prince. Philadelphia. 1799.

Horrors of Slavery : in Two Parts. By John Kenrick. Cambridge. 1817. "A
copy of this work was placed by the author on the desk of every member of Con-

gress when it was published."

Free Remarks, &a,, respecting the Exclusion of Siavery from the Territorit-e and

New States. By a Phiiadelphian. 1819.

Speech of Mr. Pltimer, of New Hampshire, (in Congress,) on the Missouri Ques-

tion, Feb. 21, 1820.

Reflections occasioned by the late Disturbances in Charleston. By Aobatvs.

Charleston, B. C, 1822. " Ascribed to the pen of Gen. Thomas PiNKKEY."-i"

Lundy's Geniut of Univertal Emancipation, vol. 1, p. 147.

. Ontion on the Abolition of the Slave Trad«. By Jbbsuiah Oloucestbb. Phila-

delphia. 182S.

Remarks Addressed to the Citis^ns of Illinois on the Proposed Introduction of Sla-

very. [About 1824.]
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?7esQnt State of the Slave Trade. 1824.

'jl^^MwHae oa^very, ahowiiig the B?il of Slareholdiag, Ao. Ac. By Jamks

}8i^4^ Repat^llshed, 1840.

Xnj^rootattoii^ fot* thft'^ee People of dolour yrho arelnoHned to Emigrate to Hayti.

1825.

fl^m^fla, Qtk &Bivetf la the United iStates. From the Christian Esaninn. By S.

,1827. ,„

A Skstoh of ttie Laws relating to Slavery. By Qbobob M. SxRotD. l%fl. [2d

X edrt^, Abridged. Philadelphia, 1856. 12 mo., pp. 125.]

llemdriai of lohabitaats of the Distriot of Columbia, praying for the Gradu&l Ah-

tAftiion of 9{«yelr^^ there. 1828.

WiuUpia's Appeal ; in Four Artioles, together with a Preamble to the Colored Oit-

iwaftof thu World, but in partioalar and very expressly to those of the United

States of Auerioa. Written in Boston, in the State of Massaohasetts, Sept. 28,

1829. By Davio Walkbr.
Speech of Hon. CBABiiS* Mihbb, of Pennsylvania, in U. S. House of Representa-

tivei. 1829. [Reprinted at Bethania, Pa., 1832.]

Bonarks on the Character of Blus Uicsa and his Exertions in the Abolition of Sla-

very. 1830.

1831.
Bi«eoan« on Siaveiy in the United States. By SAMirin. J. Mat.
Addrefls, delivered to the Free People of Colour in Philadelphia, New York, and

other eittes, during the month of Jane, 1831. By Wv. Llotd 3arrison.

31ie Praotieability of the Abolition of Slavery. A Leoture at Stookbridge. By

"S. Ssi>ovncK, Esq. '

Address to Christians of all Denominations on the Inoonsistenoy of Admitting

Blavebolders to Communion and Churoh Membership. By Evak Lkwis. Phila-

delphift. pp. 19.

Fn^ent of » Letter on the Slavery of the Negroes, written in 1776 ;
by Thomas

Oat, Baq., Aotiior of '< Bandford and Merton."

Atttiheotio and: Impartial Narrative of Uie Tragical Soene in Southampton Connty

;
Va., Aug. 2Sdi 1830. [The Sonthampton Inaurreotion.] By Sahxjbl WARmiB.

1P32.
Thonghts on African Colonisation. By Wu. L1.0TI) Garrison.

year Sermons, at Western Reserve College. By Bbriah Grben. [November and

Beeember.] '

Spee^ of JoHK TH0ia»80V Bbowk, in the House of Delegates of Virginia, on the

Abolition of Slavery,. Jan. 18, 1832. Richmond.

Spoeob of WiLUAM H. Bbodvax, in the House of Delegates of Virginia, on the

Policy of th« State with respect to its Colored Popnlation, Jan. 19, 1832. Rich-

" moBcl.

Bovlew of the Debate in the Virginia Legislature of 1831 and 1832. By Thokab

B. f>sn, Professor in William and Mary College. Richmond.

A Plea for the Slave. To all Professing Christians in America.

^sHe from the Yearly Meeting of Friends in Philadelphia to the People of Colour,

tiettert ^ th{9 Oolonisaiion Society, and Its Probable Rosolts. By M. Cabbt.

Xho lli^t^ «f Colored People to Sdneation Vindicated. Letters to Ammnv T.

jtfi)M](, sad otbersi in Oaitterfoary, (Conn.) illative to Miss OBAiii>Ai.t and

Her Sehool for Colorod Females. By Bamtoc. J. Mat.
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Detail of Plan for Improvement of Negroes on Plantations. By Thomas S. Clav.

Letters on Slavery. By Rev. J. D. Paxton.

Constitution of the Amoacan Anti-Slavery Society; with the Declaration of Sen-

timents, and Address to the Public, issued by the Executive Committee.

An Appeal in Favor of that Class of Americans called Africans. By Mrs. Chilo.

Exposition of Anti-Slnvery Principles and Plans. By Rev. S. J. May.
The Sin of Slavery and its Remedy. By Eijzitr Wright, Jr., Professor In Western

Reserve College.

Speeches at the Anti-Colonization Meeting in London, July 18, 1883, by Cboppeb,

Gabri.'^on, O'ConketjL, and others.

Address in Bostci, New York, and Philadelphia, before the Free People of Color,

in April, 1833. By Wm. Lloyd (Iaiiuison.

The West India Question. By Charles Stuart.

Facts proving the good conduct and prosperity of Emancipated Negroes.

The Despotism of Freedom ; — or American Slavery the worst in the world.. Ad-

dress by David L. Child.

Strictures on African Slavery. By Samxjel Cbothehs.

Justice and Expediency ; or Slavery cunsidored with a view to its rightful remedy.

By J. G. WUITTIEK.

Reply to the Richmond (Va.) Jrffersoniem and Timts. By J. G. Whittier.

Memorial of Free People of Color of Philadelphia to the Senate and Representatives

of Pennsylvania.

Address to the Coloured People of Philadelphia. By Etan Lewis.

Sketch of the Character and Defence of Ihe Prtnoiples of William Lloyd Qabbi.

SON. An Address before the Maine Anti-Slavery Society. By James F. Oris.

Address to the Citiaens of Philadelphia, on Slavery. By Edwin P. Atlee.

Fruits of Colonizatiouism. The Canterbury [Conn.] Persecution.

1834.

Letter to the Editors of the Christian Examiner. By Rev. Samitel J. May.

The Maryland Scheme of Expatriation Examined. By a Friend of Liberty.

Report of the Arguments of Counsel in the case of Prudence Crandall.

Man-stealing and Slavery denounced by the Presbyterian and Methodist Chnrohei.

By Rev. George Bourne.

AddresK of the Starkborough and Lincoln Anti-Slavery Sooieties.

Brief Sketch of the trial of Wm. Lloyd Garbison for an alleged libel on Fran-

cis Todd.

Letter to the Churches. By James G. Bibnby.

Bennonby Rev. Jamss T. Dickinson, at Norwich, Conn., July 4th.

Oration on the let August, at South Reading, Maes. By David L. Child.
^

Appeal to the New England and New Hampshire Methodist Conferences. By
Shipley W. Willson and others.

Snioginm upon Wilberforce. By David Paul Brown.

Letter on Colonization. By Hon. James G. Birney.

Pictures of Slavery. By Rev. George Bourne.

Debate at Lane Seminary ; Speech of J. A. Thomb, and Letter of Dr. S. H. Cox.

Address before the Salem Anti-Slavery Society. By Cybub P. Grosvenob.

Constitution of the Ncwbnryport Anti^Giatery Society.

The Gospel rf the Typical Servitude. By Samuel Cbotbsus, Greenfield, Ohio.

The Oasis. By Mri>; L. M. Child.

Lectures on Slavery a.jd ito Remedy. By Amos A. Phblps.
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j|W9M$p(»i81»i^ Boston.

, J%»^(^p fox aM his Mnt Diaoiples or the SoQiet; of Friends as it was and ae it

, r iii My yfu.U4M Bfimrs. IBrom Taifi Magazine.']

Jf««iew; of 3, W. Nbtim's Sammary, Ac. By Rev. Jauks H. Bickby, of Salem,

IfAt/m''^- BibhXt'S First and Sooond Letters t« the Ministry and Elders of the

)Pre8hytiBria>a Charoh.

Statement of the B«asons whioh induced the Students of Lane Seminary to Dissolve

thoic CoBMxipn,

18 3B,

Address at liiddlebury, by request of Vermont Anti-Slavery Society. By Oliver

JOOKSON.

Inquiry into the Cbaracte' a°<l Tendency of the American Colonization and the

Amdrioan Anti-Slavery Societies. By Judge Wm. Jay,

testimony of God against Slavery, Ac. &o. By Rev. LaRoy Sdndeklanij.

Letter to a Member of Congress^, from an EngHsn Clergyman.

Slavery. By William E. Cbanninh. 18 mo., pp. 167.

B«p6rt on the Condition of Colored People in the State of Ohio.

iFast Day Sermon on Slavery in Dover, N. H. By B«v. Dav/d Uoot.

The Enemies of the Constitution Discovered- By DKFExson.

Mob, under Pretence of Law ; Trial of Rev. Qeorge Storrs at Nortlifiold, N. H.

Liberty Triumphant ; a Sermon at Haverhill, by Rev. David Root.

Address before the Foundry Missionary Society, Washington, Jan- 15, 1835. By

Rev, Or. Q. CooKVAN, of the Methodist Episoopal Church.

The Book and Slavery Irreeonoileabie. By Rev. Gkorge Bourne.

Address to the Members of the Religions Society of Friends, on the Duty of De>

olining the Use of the ProduotG <m Slave Labour. By Cbakueb MARRiun.

. 1836.

ProoMdings of the Rhode Island Anti-Blavery Convention, February, 1836. With

a " D«olaration," io., by Wuxuu Goodeu:..

Things for Northern Men to Do. By Beriah Orebn.

B«marka by Samuel Hoar, of Massachusetts, in the House of Representatives,

January, 18!)6. [Slaveiy and the Right of Petition.]

i[eoount of Interviews botween Committee of the MassaoLosetts Anti-Slavery Soci-

ety and the Committee of the Legislature.

A Full Statement of the Reasons which were in part offered to the Committee of the

Legislature of Massachusetts, &o. &c. &o.

Slavery and the Domestio^lave Trade. By Prof. E. A. Andrbwb.

Songs of the Free, and Hymns of Christian Fi-eedom. Compiled by M. W. Cuap-

:itk». *
.

,

»

Rftvi^v of Remarks on Dr. Csu-xinsG's "Slavery"; by a Citizen of Massachusetts.

Flrefldom's Defence ; or a Candid Ejpsmination of Hoo. Jobs Calhoits's Heport on

the Freedom of the Press. By Cimcirnatcs.

SjjrDod of Eentnoky's PImiji of Emancipation.

OoU^l^on of [Five] Valuable Dooamet.ts. [Bibkxt's Third Letter, Ao. Ac]
Bsview, by a PiUsbnrgfaer, of a Pamphlet on Slavery, tiova the BUfUcal Rrpertory

H«» before C J. Shaw, in tlie ease of Commonwealth v«, Thomas Aves. By Ellis

6&ii,T LOBDCO.

XHpnpAfn on Ame between GEOReB Thohpsoh, Eaq.^and Bev. Robert

""S, Hvat&anaDOB, in Glasgow ; with an Appendix, by Cbabm» C. Burlkigb.

Boston : Isaao En«p£l.
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Trial of Rhubkn CBAHDAiii, M. D., for oiroulating Anti-Slayery Publioationa.

The Wax in Texas, the Besolt of a long premeditated onisade against the

Government by Slaveholders, &o.

Anti-Slaverv Catechism. "\ ^ r »r . n „
Authentic Aneodotefj of American Havery. f „ ^ ^, , ,

J ri_ * ai ) (Some of these, perhaps, of an ear-
EviIb of Slavery and Core of Slavery. ( ^

. , v
\ her date.)

The Fountain. J

Eight and Wrong in Boston. Parts 1, 2, 3. By M. W. Chapman.

Memoir of WhiLiau Wilbbbforcs. By Thomas Pbice. 2d American edition.

Epistle to the Clergy of the Southern States. By Sabah M. Grihkb.

Appeal to the Christian Women of the South. By Asqkusa E. Oboikh.

A Fast-Day Sermon. By Rev. E. J. Fkjllek.

Address on the Fourth of July, at Boston and Salem. * By CHARiiSS Fitch.

Letter to Hon. Hakbison Gbay Otis, Pbleg Spbagce, and Buchabd Flbtchib.

[By Dr. G. Beabfoed.]

Arohy Moore. [By Richard Hildbeth.]

Narrative of Amos Dresser, &o. &c.

Voices of Freedom. By John G. Whtftibb. [This little TOlome went throogh

many editions.]

1837. *

John Quxnoy Adams's 4th of July Oration at Newburyport.

Liberty. A Collection of Sentiments. Compiled by Jvuns R. Axes.

Sentiments Expressed by Southerners. " " "

Historical Evidence oonoeming the Effects of Immediate Emancipation.

Letter of Gebbit Smith to Rev. James Smtlq;, of Mississippi.

The War iu Texas ;— to reestAblish, extend and perpetuate Slavery.

Discourse on American Slavery, at Mendon, Mass., July 4, 1837. By Adin Baixott.

John Qdinct Adams's Letters to his Constituents, and Speech in Congress, Ao.

Appeal to the Women of the nominally Free States, by Anti-Slavery Convention of

American Women.

Letter to the Hon. Henry Clat, on the Annexation of Texas to the United States.

By William E. O.iANKiNe.

Letter of Wilijam E. Channinq to Jajces G. Bienet. [Written in 1836.]

Slavery Illufitrated in its Effects upon Woman, &e. By Miss Gbimke.

These Bad Times the product of Bad Morals. Sermon by Rev. S. J. Mat.
Remarks of Henbt B.^StantAnIu the Representatives' Hall, Feb. 22 and 23, 1837.

iDoes tlie Bible Sanation Slavery?

The " Negro Pew," Ao.
,

Blaveholding Weighed in the Balance of Truth. By Chables Fttch.

Views on Colonization. By Rev. James Noitbse.

An Essay on Slavery and Abolitionism. By Oathabine E. Bbecbeb.

Bpeeeh of Hon. William Sladje, of Vermont, on the Abolition of Slavery and the

Slave Trade in the District of Columbia. House of Representatives, Deo. 20.

Proceedings of Convention of Ministers on the subject of Slavery, in Worcester

County, Deo. 6 and 6, 1837 j and, by adjournment, January, 1838. Speech at

. said Comrentiou, by Rev. €(Iobqe. Allen.

TreatiBe on the Intellectual Character and Civil and Political Condition of the Col-

ored People of the United States. By Rev. Hobba Baston, a Colored Man.

Oonstittttional Argument. By Alvan Stewabt.

Fatheb Ward's Letter to Prof. Stvabt, on Prof. SrcABt'S Letter to Dr. Fisk.

[Johatban Wabd, Brentwood, N. H.]
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keSiato ^numotfMition ; and Remafks on Componsation. By Ohablbs Stcart.

of Rev, John B. Mahau, in Kentucky.

I OB American Slavery, addressed to Mr. Thomas Bankik. By John Easkin,
'• ^ tof Virgiiui*, afterwards of Ohio,] Pastor of Presbyterian Church in Bipley, Ohio,

i ]tia|laM to OAntABiNB B. Bebcber. By Axobv^ina £. Griueb.

Jm^n frpm the West Indies. By Prof. Hovey.

jliddb^ «4 the Broadway Tabernaole, New York, August 1, 1838. By Wu. Lloyd

'ISCbo Qaaeroiu Plaster and Hia Carpenter Ban. (4th edition, 1838,)

B<ipiurt of a Deleg&tu to the Women's Anti-Slavery Convention at P'liladelphia.

" (With a notice of the burning of Pennsylvania Hall.]

Bauu>Qi|»atioa in the West Indies, Jbc. By James A. Thome and J. Horace Eui-

NanatiTe of Jaues Williams, an American Slave. [Drawn up by J. G. WHirrcEB.]

,«Sep4Hrt on the Powers and Duties cf Congress upon Slavery and the Slave Trade.

Comspondenoe between Hon. F. H. Elhorb and James O. Birmey.

Ajppeal to the Methodist Bpisoopal Church. By Eev. Oraiige Scott.

Pcooeediaga of a Meeting to form the Broadway Tabernacle Anti-Slavery Society.

Mitaia to.th« AhglitionistB of filassaohusetts on the subject of Political Action.

[Drafted by BiJ^ia Quay Lobinq.]

Righta of CoIojredMen to Suffrage, Citizenship, &o. &o. By Wh. Yatos.

Altm Trials. [Diaatinotion of Rev. E. P. Loyejot's Press ; and his Murder.]

Pew«r of Coi^gtess over the District of Columbia. By Wythe.

The Itfartyr of Freedom. A Discourse at East Maohias, Me. By Her. T. T. Stons.

Appeal of Forty Thousand Citizens, thre&tiened with Disfranchisement. [Philadel-

phia.]

Present Stai^ and Condition of the Free People M Color of Philadelphia.

A Sermon on Holding Communion with Extortioners. By Joan M. Pdtnam, Paa>

tor uf Church ia Danbarton, N. H.

tVli; Work for the Slave T By NAiBABnEt. Sodthabo.

Address before the Concord (N. H.) Female Anti-Slavery Soolet/. By Natbakiel
P. JtooRsa.

Brief Bemarks on CATHABOfB E. Beeobsb's Essay on Slavery. By tho Author of

"Archy Moore;"

^«eoh of JoHK QviNOY AoAUQ, on the Texas Question.

Letter firom Jaxbb Botls to William L. Gabbisov, &o.

A Letter to the Abolitionists. By William E. CBA.tNP'o. D. D.
• •

, 1830.

!Bhe Chattel Principle the Abhorrence of Jesus Christ and His Apostles ; or. The

tffm Testaawnt against Slavery. By Bebxae Obeex^ President of Oneida In-

. Btitate^

liotterWwi BL OBAJERnHSf D. D., on the Abuse of the Flag of the United States ia

,, . tli« Islaod of Cab»> ia Promoting the Slave Trade. By R. B. Madden.

TS^e T«8ttmony of God aminst Slavery; -^ith Notes, "^y Bav. LaBot SniiOKEtAHD.

J^ti^ymxj Mum^. By Bev. LaBot SuimxBLAKD.

i«p<»i Of tiie S^Iden (Mass.) Slave Case.

S^peeeh of Mop. tTHdMAS Mok^, of Ohio, in Beply to tiie Speech of the Hon.

Itopnr Ol^t [jra Anfci-Slftvery Peti^ons]. Senate, Feb. 9, 1839.

dfirlAl of feb« iiniBtad Afrloan OiptiviM, at EiwtfdittL



PUBLICATIONS IN AMBEICA. 16S

The Martyr Age of the United States. By Hakkiet MABTii^EAr.

Remarks on the Slavery Question. Letter to Jonathan Phillips, Esq. By Wm. B.

Chaining.

Amerioac Slavery as It Is : Testimony of a Thousand Witnesses. By THjeoDOKE

D. Weld.

Right and Wrong in Massachusetts. By Maria Weston Chapmam.

Condition of Free People of dolor in the United States.

Condition of the People of Color in Ohio, with Interesting Anecdotes.

Work for Abolitionists.

Letter on the Political Obligations of Abolitionists, by James Or. Bihney ; With a

Reply, by Wm. Lloyd Garuison.

Address before the Old Colony A, S. Soe:ety, at South Scituate, July 4. By Wh.
Lloyd Gabrison.

Thoughts on the Duty of the Episcopal Chuich in Relation to Slirory. By John

Jay.

The Kidnapped Clergyman
; or. Experience the bast Teacher.

An Inquiry into the Condition and Prospects of the African Baee in the United

States ; and the Means of Betteii^g its Fortunes.

The North Star. Edited by John G. Whittieb.

Slaveholding a Malum in Se, or Invariably Sinful. By B. R. Tyleb. 2d Edition.

Introductory Lecture before the Adelphio Union. By Edmitnd Quincy.

Anti-Slavery Lecturer. [Utica, N. Y.]

1840.
Africans Taken in the Amistad. President Van Buren's Message, and Coouments.

Discourse on Life and Character of Rev. Chablbs Pollen, L.L. D. ; before the Mas-

sachusetts Anti-Slavery Society, By Samttel J. May.

Emancipation. By William E. Channing. pp. Ill,

Despotism in America. By Richabd Hildbeth. 2d edition.

Slavery vs. the Bible. Correspondence of the General Conference of Maine and tbe

Presbytery of Tombepbee, Mississippi. With Appendix, by Cybus P. Gbosvbnoe.

Familiar Letters to Henry Clay, describing a Winter in the West Indies. By J.

J. GUBNEY.

Address from Convention of American Women to the Society of Friends, on the sub-

ject of Slavery.

Proceedings of the Society of Friends in the case of Wiluam Bassett.

Pinda; a True Tale. By Mabia Weston Chapman.

Exposition of Proceedings in Relation to John P. Dabo, the Elopement of his Al-

leged Slave, &<}.

Two Sermons on the Kind Treatment, anJ on the Emancipation of Slaves. Preaohed

at Mobile. By Rev. George F. Suimons.

Extracts from the American Slave Code.

1841

.

Iniquity and a Meeting. A Disoourse at Whitesboro', N. Y., Jan. 31, 1841. By
Bbbiah Green.

Three Months in Great Britain. By Jaues Mott.

Bight and Wrong amongst the Abolitionists of the United States. By John A.

Collins.

ScQEB S. Baldwin's Ari^ment before the U. S. Supreme Court in the case of the

African Cinquez or Jinqne.

Argument of John Qihncy Ajdaus in the same cose.
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OpinfMllaatoM betwaen Ojucvbb JoHsaox wtd Oxohoi F. Wicmi, a Minister of tli*

l^li^il^ VuSi. *Sn» CvuM of tbo Texas Insomotior., eonunenoed in 1836. By Coimi

H!]^ W«si ladifts. By Mrs. Ifabot Pbxhob.

184 3.

tjioaJt^iuniof Sbqierieooe, By Mabu. Westom Chaskah.

'jfiblrMB at Lenox on Emancipation, Aug. lat. By Wl.. E. CHAiraiira.

Ijt^ Ai^arioan Chorohes the Bulwarlcs of Ameiioan Slavery. By an American.

[jAUtt 3. BiBiUT. Bret published in England. 3d American Edition, 1842.]

^Q[^R|l|^Bd«noe of West Bro«>kMd Anti-Slavery Society andBev. Moses Chase.

ihe Duty of the Free States. Parts 1 and 2. Suggested by the Case of the

"Cmfta." By Wh. E. OttAwwim

Wasoo^xso on the State of the Country. By Bev. .Oai.eb Stxtson.

Bdsoourse on the Covenant with Judas. By Bev. Jons Pebbpoht.

*The Ctreole Case ; with the Comments of the New York American,

AddMss of JoHjt QuiRCT Adams to his Constituents at Braintree.

Narrative of LuKsroBn Lisst, formerly of Baleigb, N. C.

1848.

Dajtcki. (yCoNSBU.'s Letter to the GinoinnaU Bepeal Assooiatiou.

A Semnon on Slavery. 1941; repeated and published, 1843. By Theo. Pabkbb.

The Brotherhood of Thieves : or,A True Picture of the American Church and Clergy.

By SnEPHBH S. Fobteb.

Church AJSun in West Brookfield. (With leault of Council in Deacon J. Hek-

shaVs case.)

IkAAO T. HoppBs's Narrative of Proceedings in New York Monthly Meeting against

himself and others. 18 inc., pp. 126.

Obiristiliias, and Poems on Slavery, for Christinas, 1843. (By Tboxas Hill, now

Preoident of Harvard College.]

P6ems on Slavery. By H. W. LoitorsLLow.

Tbe Virginia Philosopher ; or. Few Luoky Slave-Catchers : a Poem. [By Dr.

Babxbi. MAim.]

Address of the New Bngland Anti-Slavery Convention to the Slaves of the United

States; with an Address to President Ttlkb.

Setnitoa aif Slavery. By Jambs Fbcehan Olabi!:b.

Sonnets ud other Paeibs. By Wm. Lloyd Qarbiboh.

The foioe of Duty. A, ^ of July Discourse at Westminster, Mass. By Anm

1844.
Tiew of tibe Action of the Federal Oovernment in behalf of SIave;<y. By Willluc

Jat.

Aicldrsfatft Ooneord, tin Bm&noipation, Aug. 1st. By B. W. BMKB802f.

ExpoeitioQ of Diffienlties in West Brookfield. [By Johh H. Fibk.]

HeUliodist Bpisoopal Ohunb and Slavery. By LirrHBB Lni.

39ba!P!riMiple of Befoiv^ A Diseoorse, by Bev. Cajudb SrnsoN.

. Noughts on the Proposed Annexation of Texas to the United States. ByVsro-

Vlmni ^rfJbnttieaa'CbnstittttiUnHit Iaw in its beating upon Anierioaa Slavery. By
WiuuAK Gooinajb.

Sketches of tbe Life and Writis^ of J,Aias8 Bjpuor. By Brbus Gnonr.
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1846.

Address at Byraoase, on Emancipation, Aug. Ist. By SAuxrEL Mat.

Tue Constitution a Pro-Slavery Compact ; or, Selcstions from the MadiBon Papers,

Ac. [By WENn.BLii Phillips.]

Can Abolitionists Vote or Take OMce under the U. S. Constitution ? [By WendkUi

Phillips.]

How to Settle the Texas Question.

jifarrative of tho Life of FaKSBRiOK Douslass, an American Slave. Written by

Himself.

Comeouterirai. Duty of Secession from a Corrcpt Chnroh. By William Qoossll.

Proceedings of a Convention of Delegates on the Annexation of Texas.

A Protest against American Slavery, by One Hundred and Seventy-Three Unitarian

Minist«rs.

The Unconstitutionality of Slavery. By riysAHj)]eR Spooneb.

Address on the Annexation of Texas, and the Aspect of Slavery in the United

States. By Stephen C. Phillips.

Tracts of New England Anti-Slavery Tract Assooiatioo. [J. W. Alsbk, Agent.]

Review of Correspondence on Slavery between Rev. Drs. Fulueb, of Beaufort, S. C,

and Wayland, of Providence, R. I. By Cyrus P. Qrosybnob.

The Unconstitutionality of Slavery. By Q, W. P. Mellhh.

1846.
Correspondence between Rev. Sahtel H. Cox, D. D., and Fbfjdebick DorsLA8S, »

fHigitive Slave.

Correspondence between the Chnroh in Uxbi idge and Dr. A. 0. Tajt.

Papers on the Slave Power. By Joss &. PAiiFRBY.

An Inquiry into the Scriptural Views of Slavery. By Albert Bae::e8.

The Slavo ; or. Memoirs of Akcht Moobe. [By Richard Hildbetb.] 6ih Edition,

1846.

The Branded Hand. Trial and Imprisonment of Jonathan Walkxb, at Pensaoola,

Florida.

Slavery, and the Slaveholder's Religion, Ac. By Samttel Bbooke.

Address of Committee of fanenil flail Meeting, held Sept. 24, 1846, on the recent

case of kidnapping [at South Boston.]

1847.

Slaveholding Examined in the Light of the Holy Bible, By Wm. H. Bbisbaite.

Resistvoe to Slavery every Man's Bnty. By Rev. Geoboe Au£ir.

Letter from Bridgwater, England, to Bridgewater, New^JSngland, and Reply.

Eulogy on the Life and Character of Thomas Clarkson. By Cbables L. Reasoit.

Address of the Maoedon Convention, by Wu. Goooell and Gebrit Smith.

Leotores before Salem Female Anti-Slavery Society. By Wk. W. Bhowk.

Position and Duties of the North with regard to Slavery. By Andrew P. Peabodt.

Review of Ltsaitdeb 3pooner'8 Essay on the Unconstitutionality of Slavery. By
Wbhdell Phillips.

Narrative ofWtLLiAM W. Bboww, a Fugitive Slave. Written by Himself. [Re-

peated Editions.]

The Chnroh as It is ; or; Tho Forlorn Hope of Slavery. Bt Pabkeb PiiiLSbvrt.

Facte for the People ; Showing the Relatiqps of the U. S. Qovemmeut to Slavery, iie.

By LoBiKo Mooi)T.

Life cf BBRjAHm Lvumr.

Mamoir of the Martyr Tobbkt. [OH.uaJBS T.]
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y '^t^ani^'ifi, tiie People of tfeo United States torching the M&ttei of Slavery. By

itottew to Prof. Siowa and Dr. Baoow, Ao. Ao. By Amos A. Phhlps.

: ii^e O0fri*Htatioiwaity of Slavery. [By Wm. I. Bowmtch.]

IknttietMie tJie Best PoUoy. The Least of Two Evil?. Two Sermons, by Bev, Johw

.
WRijS8, afe New Bedford.

|&»it«r'firom PsaDRSxCK DoTTOLAss to his old Master, Thowas Auur.

lEhe AnM-Slavory Harp. A CJoUeotion of Songs. By William W. Beown.

?Bw Api>li(^tlon of Bellgion to Politics. By Jambs Rjchaedsok.

Irtie Black Code of the District of Colombia, in force Sept. 1, 1848. By W. 0

The ronng Abolitioaists. By J. Blizabbth Josbs.

194.0.

Argoment of CHABitXsSintinm, Esq., against Separate Colored Schools.

Speech in Congress of Hokacx Makjt, on Slavery, and tlfe Slave Trade in the Dis-

triet of Oolambia.

A Review of the Closes and Conseqaenoes of the Mexican War. By William Jat.

iSbkvety and the Constitntion. By Wm. I. BowBrrcH.

StatisUeal Inquiry into the Condition of the Free People of Color of the City and *

Districts of Philadelphia.

Kepoirt of the Oommittee on Slavery to the Convention of Congregational Ministers

of Maaaaehosetts. Presented May 30.

1850.

Piotnres of the Peooliar Institution, in Loaisiana and Mississippi. By an Eye Wit-

ness.

He Ant' -Savery Reform. Its Principles and Method. By Wm. I. Bowditch.

Xhe Srf irienoe of Thomas Jo^bs, a Slave for 43 years.

1tevi*w 01 WnKmt^s (7th of March) Speech on Slavery. By Wekdell Phillips.

Speech 0. Thxosobb Pabkbb (in review of Wbbstbb'b Speech.)

Be{^ to > ^^TBB. By Hon. Wm. Jat.

Diaeoiuse on Recapture of Fugitive Slaves. By Wm. C. Whitcohb, of Stoneham.

^e Fngit Ive Slave Law. A Discourse at West Bridgewftter. By J. G. Fobman.

Pioeeediogs of the U. 8. Senate on the Fugitive Slave Bill, Ao. Ac i^d., with the

» Speeches of Messrs. Davis, WijtTHBOP, and others.
^

The Function and Plaoe of Oonscienee. A Sermon for the Times. By Theodobr

PABCfcB.
*

9he I^i^tive Slave Bill, its History, &o. With an aooonnt of the Seisore of Jamks

The Ww with Mexico Beviewed. By Abibl Abbott Livebmobe.

JTamtiTe of SoJooBNaii Tamra, a Northern Slave, emancipated in 1828.

'HsrrAttTe of the Xdfe and Travels of Mrs. Nai^ct Pbihck.

<- IketB for Baptist C!httrohes. Ciolleoted, Ac, by A. T. Fcis and E. Matbbws. pp. 408.

lEiiBirka by Bev. 0. W. Pbrkixs oa Prof. SnrABn's " Consdenee and the Coastita-

tion."

Hew Diiuilen (o Freedom and New Duties for its De£sndeia. A Letter by Hohacb
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1851.

Slavery !n the United States : its Evils, Remedies, &o. By Rer. Ephbaik Peabodt.

Address before Salem Female Anti-Slavery Society. By Thomas T. Stohb.

Duty of Disobedience to Wicked Laws. A Sermon on Fugitive Slave Law. By
Charles Beecher.

Limits of Civil Obedience. A Discourse at Dorohetter. By Hathanisl Hall.

The (Jrand Issue. By SamdelWillard.

Letter to Hon. Samuel A. Eliot, on his Apology for Voting for the I?ugitive Slave

Bill. By Hancock.

Thfi Moving Power. A DLjourse on the Fugitive Slave Law. By W . H. Purness.

The Gospel applied to the Fugitive Slave Law. A Sermon at Hingham. By Oli-

ver Stearns.

Discourse on the Boston Fugitive Slave Case. By W. H. Fttrness.

Conscience and the State. A Discourse in Providence. By Rev. F. H. Hedqe.

The Fugitive Slave Law. Speech .n Congress of Horace Mann.

The Fugitive Slave Law. Speech at Lancaster, by Horace Mann.

Tho Chief Sins of the People. A Sermon on Fast Day. By Rev. Theo. Pabiceb.

The Three Chief Safeguards of Society. A Sermon. By TheodobE Parker.

Public Spirit and Mobs. Two Sermons at Springfield. By George F. Simmons.

The Supremacy of Qod's Word Asserted, in opposition to the Fugitive Slave BiU.

By Rev. Nathaniel West.

United States vs. Charles G. Davis.

Speech of SAnrEL J. Mat to the Convention of Onondaga County, on the rescue of

Jerbt.

Letters and Speeches of^Horace Mann.
The Higher Law tried by Reason and Authority.

Our Nation's Sins and Christian Duty. By Daniel Foster.

Politios^'nd the Pulpit. Shall we Compromise ? From the Independmt.

1852.
Examination of the Charges of Mr. John Scoble and Mr, Lkwis Tappak, against

the American Anti-Slavery Society. By Edmund Qijinct.

Services of Colored Americans in the Wars of 1776 and 1812. 8to., pp. iA. [Sub*

seqnently enlarged to a Volume.] By Wh. C. Nell.

Letf^er to Loms Kossimi, 'n behalf of tho American Anti-Slavery Sooiety. 8vo.,

pp. 112. [By Wm. Llotd Gabbison.]

History of the Trial of Castneb Hanway and others.

Argument on the Fugitive Slave Law, at Syracuse. By Gebbit Smitb.

The Boston Kidnapping. A Discourse. By Theodore Parker.

Discourse on the Death of Daniel Webster. By Theodore Parker.

Freedom National; Slavery Sectional. Speech of Hon. Charles SinonsB in the

Senate of the United States.

!!!h'rice Through the Fomaoe. [By Mrs. Sophia L. Little.]

The White Slave; or, Memoirs of a Fugitive. [By Richard Hildbeth.] (An en-

largement of " Archy Moore.'')

Uitcle Tom's Cabin; or, Life Among -the Lowly. By Habbutt Bkjschkb Svowb.

2 vols.

Selections from the Writings and Speeches of Wm. Llotd Gabbisok. pp. 416.

History of Slavery and Anti-Slavery. By Williah Goodell. pp. 604.

Bive Years' Progress of the Slave Power.

Six Tears in a Georgia Prison. By Lewis W. Paine.
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1853.
•Witlsdrawffil frois Am«3ioB.c Ttast Sodety, on the Groucd of Alliance witli the Slava

Ik>wer ftwieil, &o. Ao. By Judge Wm. Jay.

Our JSights %s Mon. Aa Addresa before Logislative Cominittee. By Wm. J. Watkihs.

Words for Working Man. [Including John Wksuey's " Thoughts on Slavery.' ]

A Key to Unele Tom's Cabin, &c. By Harriet BaECKEa Stowe. Royal 8vo., pp. 2ii2.

Platforai lif tha AuieiioanAntx-Slavery Sooietyj and its Auxiliaries.

FcUowahip wife Slavery. [Khode Island Evangelical Consooiatiou.] Rev. S. Woii-

COTf.

3B5aet« aad Opinions teaching the American Colonisation Society. By G. B. Stebsins.

IVSTith a Pre&oe, by Hon. Wm. Jay.]

Miscell&u'sous Writissgs on Slavery. By Wm. Jat. Boston, 12 mo., pp. 670.

Speeohss in Congnesi. By Joshua R. Giddingu. Boston, 12 mo., pp. oil.

IfaAAc T. Hoj-ysn; A True Life. By L. Maria Canj).

Pergonal Memoir of Captain Daniei. Dratton.

American Slave Owle, By Wm. Qoodkll.

• White SiftTery in the Barbary Siates. By Eon. Chables StJMtmt.

1854.

Biogniphy of Mahouuah G. Baqxtaqita, a Nativo of Africa. Detroit. 8 vo., pp.

66. By SAmiEL MooEK, Esq.

The North and the South. Reprinted from t/be New York Tribune.

Bdacational Laws of Virginia. Personal Namitive of Mrs. Mabqabbt DouaLAss.

No Compromise *ith Slavery. An Address in New York by Wm. Lloyd Gabbison.

The Rendition of Akthony Bubns. By Wm. I. BowBixca.

Reform and Repeal. Legal Anarchy. Two Sermons by Rev. John Weiss.

Christian Duty. Three Discourses with reference to the Enforcement of the Fngi-

tive Slav© Law in Boston and New York. By W. H. PuEHEas.j
*

The New Crime against Humanity. A Sermon, by Tubodobe Pabeeb. (.Tune 4.)

The New Commandcient. A Discourse at Salem, by 0. B. FROTHiNQHAit. (June 4.)

^^laBsaehafietts in Mourning. A Sermon in Worcester, by TI W. Hiouinbon. (Juna 4.)

The Bad Friday. A Sermon in West Roibary, by B. B. WniLRON. (June 4.)

The B«nditioa of AKraonT Bubbb, its CauseiS and Consequences, A Discourse in

Boston, by J. F, Cx>abke. (June 4.)

The Crisis of Freedom. A Sermon at Lynn, by SAiirKi. Johnson. (Juna 11.)

The Laws of God and the Statutes of Man. A Sermou by Theooobe Pauebb.

(June 18.)

Sermon of the Daugers which Threaten the Bights of Man in America. By Tbeo-

noBE Pabkkb. (Joly 2.)

W«st India Smwisipation. A Speech at Abington, Aag. 1. By Wv. Iaotb Gab]

Address at Qninqy. By Chabi^s Feancib Adams.

Our Country's Sin. A Sermon to the Nestoriaa Mission in Persia. By Bot. Jv&tvx

• PSKEINS, D. D.

Autographs for Freedom.

Despotism itt Ameri«a. [Bnlarged edition.] By R. Hiu)BBZb.

Narntive of Lewis and Miltos Clabkb ; onoe Slaves in Kentucky.

1856.

The Boston Hob of " Gentlemen "— of 183{», Proceedings ofjthe Twentieth AnniS

Tamry of sidd Mob.



PCTBIilCATIONS IN AKERcCA.

A Series of Twenty Traete of the Amkbican Anii-SijAvbky Sociktt. [These IttusU

were by W, I. BowmtCH, Esq., Hon. J. G. Pxhwsxr^ Mrs, M. W. CnAeauiJii, Mn.
Harkizt B. Stowe, Mrs. Follek, T. W. Hioamsoifj S. S. Fostbb, 0. B. Froth-

iir<3a4x, R. HxLQBKXfi, SAxtJEii May, Jr., C. C. BvahKma, Misa S. 0. Caxct*

Ee7. CBABI.E3 Beecheb, 0. K. \Vmpvm, Miss JAira Wmma.
Narrativo of Facts ia the Caee of Fasskoke Williauson.

Sketches of Slave Life, &o. By Peteb Raki)oi.pb, an Emaitoipated Slavo, t^ith

Preface, by SiinTBi- Mat, Jr.]

Letters on Siavory to Fro^iavery Hen. By-0. S. Frseuait. [Dr. KoaBR&.]

The Trial of Theodore Parker, for the " Misdemlaiior " of a SpeeoL in Faneail Hall

against Kidnapping, before tbo Circuit Court of (he United Stattis, April 3, 1365.

With the Defence, by TsEoooaE Parkkb.

Argnment of Wksdsu, Phili-ips, Esq., before Committe<) on Federal B«latloQA, in

support of the Petitions for ths Removal of Bdwiaxi Greeley Loring from office of

Jndgfi of Probate.

Principles of the B«Toiatlon. By JosmrA P. Bjoahchabd.

Report of Radical Political Abolitionists' Oonventioa, at Syi'aooe.

Proceedings of tbo First Btate Gcaventioa of the Colored Citiieos of the State of

California. Saoramen*'^,

.My Bondage and My FrMd'in. By Fbei>bbios Dotr^H'"'

Speeches by Gebrit Ssiith.

Memoir of Hknbt B{BB, a Fagitire Slave.

The Hoar and the Man. By HABsntr MABrnrBAr.

Writings and Speeches on Slavery. By Ai<van Stkwabt.

Twelve Tean a Slave. Narrative of SoLOKoir Sovtauv. ' [A Northers maa Eid>

napped.]

Additional Speeches, Addresses, &9. By Thbosobe Pabkbb.

Ad Inside View of Slavery ; or, A ToarAmong the Planters. By 0. G. Pabsohs, M. D.

The North.8ide View of Bl&verv; the Canadian Refugees' own Narrativea. By
BussAxm Dbisw.

Caste; A Story of Republican Eqaality. By SiDirer A. Sxoft, Jr.

Biography of an American Bondman. By his Daughter.

1856.

Wolfsden. By Dr. DASfixi. Mahk.

The Crimes against Kansaa. Speech of Eos. C%aslbs Smtras, in tite U&ited States

Senate, May 19 and 20.

Biz Months in Kansas. By a Lady of Boston.

Dred : A Tale of the Great Dismal Swamp. By HABBnn Bimmm &rowa.

The Kidnapped aad the Ransomed : being tiie Personal BeotrileotionB of Pctbb Sttju

and hte wife Yiha, after forty years of Slavery. With a Biographical Sketch of

Sbth OoNOKLnr. By W. H. Finursss, D. D.

Anthony Bnnu ; A History. By Chablbs Brney Bfomm.
Condition of the Free and Slave States. By Hbkbt Ceabe and 0HABx,a8 W. 8iK.

BOBW.

Address on (he Poww of tiie Sl&rt 6lat«s, and the Da(io»of tke Free States. By
JcsLAH QinircT. v

Address before the (Stinns of Oai&bridge. By Jom. Pa' ob. [Relatiag to Slave-

ry ia (he Territories, its Bxtension, &&]
fiMoary of (be Stragfle fi»r Slamry Bxtemdoa or Rertriotioa ia the Uniied Slfttes.

HoBAoa Gmkut.
it
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Sp«ooh of Rev. 0. B. Fbothinqham, before American Anti-Slavery Society.

Xhe ^iBBsr Oatrago. Meeting at Cambridg*^, i^rith the Speeohes.

€la«a of Pawhobe Williausok. Prooeediugs of Ooart, cbo.

A Joorney in the Seaboard Slave States, &o. &o. By Fbbsebioe Law Ox.ust8Ai».

pp. 723.

Whig Policy Analyzed and Illustrated. By Josiah Qdinct.

The P-eeponaibility of the I^orth in relation to Slavery : Cambridge.

Triumph <!^ .Equal Sohool Bights in Boston. Prooeedingu of a Meeting, &o., !>&•

oet&ber 17, 1855.

A^Bcview of the Official Apologia of the Amerioan Tract Sodety.

EwBiHts, her Str«ggle and li^r Defonoe. By Bev. J. E. Bay.

l!he Anti-Slavery Movement. A Lecture by Fkbdskiok DooaiAss.

BevotvUoa or Bfiform. By Edhtthjd H. Ssars.

1557.
Letter to the Committee of the Amerioan Tract Society. By Wu. Jay.

The New Eevolution. A Speech by Thomas W. Hiooinson.

The Qeaias and Postar6 of America. A 4th of Jnly Oration at Boston. Tj Wu.
AUtSB.

Big^ifioanoe of the Straggle between Liberty and Slavery. A Diooovrge at Port-

land. ByBeV. i'EBOEaiCK FUOIBINGBAHT.

Manifest Bestiny of the Amerioan Union. Beprinted from the Weattnituter Review.

[By Habbibt MABTiioiAii.]

Autobiography of a Female Slave. [By Miss Mattik GBimm.]
IheO^pendingOriBis of the Sontb, &o. By Himtom Rovta? HeiiPeb. pp.420.

Xb« Legion of Liberty and Force of Truth. [Compiled by Jo B. Akbs.] A new

Sditibs. pp. 336.

Josmey Throagb Texas. By Fhhd. Lai? OL-intT«AT>.

Is Sl&vezy a Bleadng T Beply to Prof. Bi.snsos's Essay, il^o. By a Citizen of the

Bonth.

Church and Slavery. By Bev. Awasar Barrbs.

Slavoryy By Bev. Auiest Babnbs.

0od against Slavery. By Bev. G. B. Chbbver, D. D.

Herod, John, and Jesns ; or, the Christian Core for Slavery. By A. D. Mato.

To the Frit ids of the A. B. 0. F. M. By C. K. W.

1868.

The Southern Platform ; or, Manual of Southern Santiment cn Slavery. By X)A»

usL R. Gooi>i:.ox.

Pn>«e«)dingii of tiie Free Convention at Rutland, Yt. [Slavery in fam.l

The Suppressed Tract ! and The Rejected Traat ! [American Tract Society.]

The Family Relation r-. Aneoted by Slavery. [By 0. K. Wmptia.]

Address of the Amerioan Tract Society, BoMon.

Bible agaimit Oppression. [No. I of the (Bosion) American Tract Booiety.)

The Escape ; or, A Leap for Freedom. A Drama. By Wx. Wsu« Bbowh.

The BziloB of Florida ; or>'Thtf Orimes of our Govenuaent against the i^MOOOB,

tAxL By 3. R. Gmncfos. 12 mo., pp.

Father Heiuon's Story of his own Life. With an Introdootlon, byMn. H. S: Srowx.

Proceedings of the Anti-Slavery Gonventioc at West Randolph, Yt. Aug., 1858.

8fe<)e!t-«f Bftv. IbssvLT Bi.«bt, Missionary fh>m BariMMtoes, on th« Besolta of Bnwn-

eipadon in the British Wedt India Oolouie*.
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The Sin of Slavery, the Guilt of tho Chnrob, and Duty of the Jwinistry. By Rev.

George B. Chbever, D. D.

The Fire and Hiimmer of God'a Word against the Sin of Slavery. By Ilsv. Gjeorgk

B, CUEEViSRj D. D.

1859 .

Statistics of "fiVee and Slave Labor in the United States of America. By Jas. fiAUGE-

TON.

The Right of Property in Man [considered.] A Discourse. By W. H. Fubness.

The Blessings of Abolition. A Discourse. By II. Furness.

To the Friends of F<qual Rights in Rhode Island. [On the Schools.] By Georgk
T. Downing and others.

The Methodist Church and Slavery. By Charles K. Whipple.

No Slave-hunting in the old Bay State. Speeoh of Charles C. Burleigh. (January.)

Ni Slave-hunting in the old Bay State. Speeoh of Wendell Phillips, b^ Tore Le-

gislative Cominittee on Federal Relations. (February.)

The American Tract Society, Boston. [By C. K. Whipple.]

Slavery aud the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Minions, [iiy 0,

K. Whipple.]

Qreat Auction Sale of Slaves at Savannah, Georgia, March, 1869. [Slaves of Pierce

M. Butler, of Philadelphia.] 24 mo., pp. '28.

" No Fetters in the Bay State." Speech of Wm. Llotd Gaerison before Legisla-

tive Committee on Federal Relations. (February.)

Present Condition of the Fjee Colored People of tho United States. By Rev. James

F. Clarke. [Prom Christian Examiner for March, 1859.]

The Slave Auction. . By Dr. John Theophiltjs Kramer, late of New Orleans, La.

Fratemitj Lecture, by Wendell Phillips, Esq. ; also, his Letter to Judge Shaw

and President Walker. (October.)

Sermon ca the Tragedy at Harper's Ferry: By H-»*v, George B. Cheever, D. D.

(November.)

Causes and Consequences of the Affair at Harper's Ferrj. A Sermon by Jaues F.

Clarke, (November.)

Harper's Ferry and its Lesson. A SeruAon for the Times. By Rev. E. M. Whze-

LOCK. (November.)

Two Sermons on Slavery and its Hero Victim. By Rev. Nathaniel Hall. (De-

cember.)

Tribute to the Memory of Charles F. Hovey, Esq. [Died April 28, 1859.]

The Fellowship of Slaveholders Incompatible with a Christian Profession.

The Lesson of the Hour. Lecture at Brooklyn, November 1, 1859. By Wendell
Phillips.

The Natick Resolution
;

or, Resistance to Slaveholders, Ac. Ac. By Hesbt C.

Weiqht.

Memoir of the Life of J. W. Loguen.

The Roving Editor ; or, Talks with Slaves. By James Redpath.

1860.
A Series of Twenty-Five Tracts (new) of the American ANTi-SLAVERr Society.

[These Tracts were by Mrs. L. Maria Child, Wm. Lloyd Garrison, Joshua Cop-

fin, Wendell Phillips, Samuel Mat, Jr., and others.)

Review of Gov. Banks's Veto on Enrolment of Colored Militia. By F. W. Bird.

No Rights, No Duties. Letter of Hbnry C. Wuight to Hon. Henry Wu^on.
Harper's Ferry Invasion. Senate Document.
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The Gniit of Slavery and the Crime of Si&Tsholding deoiorjatrateci from t u ! Hobrsw

bui Gioek Scriptures, By Rev. GrsoiWE B. Cesever, D. D. pp. 472.

Domoiwtrations in favour of Dr. Cheever, in Scotland. Speeches of Drs. Cahbush,

OvTHBiG, ALiU(ANi>£R, and others.

Tho Amcrioaik Board and American Slavery. Speech of Theo.iobe Tilton, at

Brooklyn. (January.)

H«rriugtoa ; a Story of True Love. [By Wm. D. (yCoNNor..]

The John Brown Invasion. An Authentic History of the Harper's Ferry Tragedy.

John Brown's Expedition Reviewed, in a Letter from Theodore Parkkk, at RomOj

to FaABOis JiicE'^OH, in Boston.

The Anti-Slavery History of the John Brown Year. [Beinj; Annunl Repoi-t of the

Amerioan Anti-Slavery Sooiety.fov tho year ending May 1, 1860 ]

The Pnblio Life of Captain John Brown. By Jamss Bjsdpath.

ISohoes of Harper's Ferry. By Jauxs Bkdpaih.

The Barbarism of Slavery. Speech of Hon. Charlss Snune% in the United States

Senate, Jane 4, 1860.

Emancipation ; Its .Tostioe, Expediency, and Necessity. An Address at Boston,

by Hon. Geoboe S. BourwsiiL.

Relation of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions to Slavery.

By Chablbs K. WtupptB.

Tho Uprising of r Great People. By Cotint Gaspabin. [Translated by Maey L.

l^OOTR.]

The War for the Union. A Lecture in New York, by Wendell Philups. De-

ocmber, 1861.

1%e'War of Seoeasion. By Joshua P. Elaschakd.

A Voioe from Harper's Ferry. By Osborke P. Andbbson. [One of John Broiyn's

men.3

lAnda. Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Written by herself. [Mrs. Harriet

Jacobs.] Edited by Mrs. L. Mabia Child.

BermoGE and Sper^oheB of Gebrit Smith, New York. pp. 198.

The Life and^ Letters of Captain John Brown, &u., with Notices of some of his Oon-

federatea. Edited by Richard D. Webb. London. Not re-published, uut. ex-

- tensively circulated, in ,this country.

Smonoipation in the W«)st Indies. By F. B. Sakborn.

The Birth and Death of Nations. By Jambs McKate.

The Rejected Stone ; or. Insurrection vs. Resurrection in America. By a Native of

Virginia. [Rev. M. D. Cosway.} 12 mo., pp. 131.

Tae Golden Hour. By Moncure D. Cosway. pp. ISO.

The Ordhtal of Free Labor in the British West Indies. By Wm. G. Sgweix. pp 325.

Discourse before Amenoaa Baptist Hume Missionary Society, at Providence, May
29, 1862. " God Timing all Nfational Changes," Ac. By Rev. Dr. William B.

WiLMAHS.

Beeord of an Obscure Mm. *)

Tragedy of Sucoms. }
The Btoiy of the Guard : A Chronicle of the War. By Jessik Bxnton Fobmont.

Xh» Abolitionists,and their Relation to the Wtu. AIiMtare in J^ew York, by Wm.

liboTD GabbIwoii, <Janasry^l8S.2.

1881.

1862.
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Speech of Qebkit Smith on the Country. At Now York, December 21, 1862.

The True Story of the Baroni; of the South. By E. W. Reynolds. With an In-

troduction, by Rev. S. J. May.

Historical Notes on the Employrnant of Negroes in the American Army of the R«'-

olntion. By Geokgk H. Moore, Librarian of New York liistorioal Sooieiy.

Among the Pines ;
or, South in Secesaion Time. By Eduunu Kirks.

1863.
Speeches, Lectures, and Letters. By W^endell PinLiaps. pp. 562.

The Black Man, his Antecedents, his Genius, and hiii Achievements. By Wh. Wells
BaowN. 12 mo., pp. 288.

Coohin. The Results of Slavery. )~ i^^vnr t-d
^. , „ . . > Translated by Makt L. Booth.

" The Results of Eroanoipation. 5

Discourse of Wrndeli, Phillips, Esq., on a Metropolitan Police.

The Negro. A Speech in New York, by Theodoeb Tilton. (May.)

The New Gospel of Peace. In t\io Parts.

An Historical Research respecting the Opinions of the Founders of the Republic^ on

Negroes as Slaves, aa Citizens, and as Soldiers. Read before the Massachusetts

Historical Society. By GEORGfc Livi rmoke.

Songs of the Freedmen of Port Royal By Miss Lucy McKtu.

My Southern Friends. By Edhund Kiuke.

Preliminary Report Touching the Condition and Management of Emancipated :;;;f~

ugees ; made to the Secretary of War by the American Freedmcn's Inquiry Cora-

mission, June 30, 1863. [Robket Dale Owen, Jakes McEaye, Samuel G.

Howe, Commissioners.]

The Anti-Slavery Poetry of Johk G. Whittiep, John Piehpokt, James Kussell

LowELi., Geobqe S. BuBLBiGa, Julia Wakd Howe, and others, never wanting in

rebuke of the wrong, or in animating support of the right, rendered unspeakable

c^rvioe to the cause at every stage of its progress.

- SOCIETIES, CONVENTIONS, Ac.

Constitution of the New England Anti-Slavery Society; with an Address to the

Public. 1832.

Annual Reports of Maesaohusetts Anti-Slavery Society. [Formed 1831 ; originally

called New England Anti-Slavery Society. Reports continued to 18&3 ; then

merged in American Society's Reports.]

Proceedings of the Anti-Slavory Convention at Philadelphia, Deis. 4, 5, and 6, 1833.

Annual Reports of American Anti-Slavery Society. [Formed December, 1833.]

Report and Proceedings of Providence Anti-Slavery Society. W»wh an Exposition

of the Prinoiples and Purposes of the Abolitionists. By S. J. Mat. 1833.

Proceedings of New England Anti-Slavery Convention. 1834, 183f>, 1836, 1837.

AnnoAl Reports ©f Rhode Island Anti-Slavery Sooieiy.

" " New Hampshire " " 1835, Ac.

" " Pennsylvania " "

" " Boston Femala " " [Commencing 183*.]

Address of New York Young Men's Anti-Slavery Society. 1834.
'

Proceedings of New Hampshire Anti-Slavery Convention^ at Concord, Nov., 1834.

" " Ohio « ^ " »t Putnam, April, 1836.

lint Annoal Beport of Ur-on College Anti-Slavery Society. 1836.
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ProMdlli^of tike N«w York Anti-Slavery Oonyention at Utica ; and Hew York

ABti>3iftV«ry SaaiBty, held at Petorboro*. Oot, 18S6.

Sbit Annaal B^iport of Union OoUege Anf/l-Siaverj Sodoty. Wilih an Address.

L. liSKow. 1836^

£ii^u«m of tba N«w York City Antt-eiaTery Society. 1833.

Rnfe Anneal H«{K^t of Ladies' New York City Anti-Slavery Soci^y. 1836.

Prooeadings of First Arnoal Meetins of New York Sttkte Anti-St»very Society, at

l^tpoeodinipi of Feoneylvania Oonvention, at Harrisburg. 1837.

AaaxM &^rt!i of Philadt^jj^ia Female Anti-Slavery Society. [First pablished

^%#pd)ri in 1837 ; oeu^ned to j^rasent time.]

Aarnul Report* of Aineriean and Foreign AnM-Slavery Sooiety. [formed 1840.]

ProoMdingl of Amerioaa Anti-Slavery Sooiety at its Seoond Beoade. 1653.

" of Pennsylvania Yearly Meeting of Progressive Frienda. [Commeno-
' ing 1M3 ; eonilutted to present time.]

Firs^i^Annual Beport of Nev York Anti-Slavery Sooiety. 1854.

B«P9Tt» of tiha National Aati-Slavory Bassaar, held in Boston. 1855. 1858.

Pcoeeedings <^-the State Bisaaion Oonvention at Woroastor, Mass. 1857.

XiegialaUve Doeaments of various States.

Oongressional Doooments.

lasaes of iixa Loyal ?ablication Societies of New York, Philadelphia, and Boston.

ANTI-SLAVEKY JOUBNALS ANI> PBBIODIOALS.

Tn GmroB or UttttmiUh fiKAHciPAnair. Benjamin Londy, Editor. Commenoed

in or near 1821, at Baltimore.

LnUATOB. William Lloyd Oarriaon, Bditor. Commenoed January 1, 1831,

at BoBtOB, and s^ eontlnued.

~Taa AiAjroiPATOB. Commenoed 1834, at New York ; oonUnaed about ten years.

HsBAia 09 FsaiDOK. £dit«d in saooesaiou by it oseph Horaoe Kimball, (3 years ;)

Natiwniel Peabody Rogers, (6 years ;) and Parker Pillsbnry, (2 years.) Oom-

meneod at Coooord, ISew H&mi»hire, in 1335 ; continued till June, 1846.

Tin KAfSoSAL B^r^viBBB. Bei^hmin Lnndy, Bditor. Commenoed at Philadelphia,

1836 ; Qontinned two years.

Tm PismrsrcVAiOA E^ebhak.* Jo^n Q. Whittier, first Bditor. Commenced at

Phila4«lphia, 1838 ; eonUaned to 18S4.

Ttm MASSACHVBETts AsouTioinBT. Amos A. Phelps, SSdifor. Conunenoed at B(Ht-

tOB, 2838. United with BmAkcipatob soon after.

Tbb OBASui or LnssTT. William Lloyd Ghmison, Bditor. 1839.

Tbk NATibirAZi PmtAHTHJwmT. Oiseinnati.

*All k»D«whatMrvtee Mr. WUttiier has rendered to th« Anti-Siayery cause by his

poetry. It is not so generally known how tnnok labor he has pietifonned as an Anti-

Slavery editor. He first edited, in 1836, the Essex Crazftte, (iffaverhill,) then the

organ of the Bssez Oonaty Anti-Slavery Sooiety ; next, the Pennsylvania Freematt,

<Phi!«del]^!S) organ of the Penniiylvania Anti-Slavery Society, in 1638 and 1839 ;

liii Ali^&iaaery JUiporttr, (N«,w tork,) in 1841 j the Bfhamipatw^ (Ne% York,)

ifor Ik short period in 1844 ; the Middleta Stand^d, (Lowell,) 1845 ; was assistant

edHKtro^ iihe^BilisM Trmacr^, 1846 ; and oorrespowUng editor of the National Era,

(Waddngton,) £rea 1847 to ias».
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Th8 Natiokal Anti-Slatbey Standard. Snooesaivoly edited by Nathaniel P. Rog-

ers ; David L. and Lydia Maria Child ; Maria W. Chapman and others ; Sydney

H. Qay ; Edmund Qainoy; Oliver Johnsou. Commenced June, 1840 ; continued

to present time.

The Heiiaud of Prhedom. Edited by IS, P. Rogers. Coramensed at Concord, ITew

Hampsbue, March, 1845 ; but soon aftervards removed to Lynn, Mass., and

united with the Pionbbb.

Ths Anti-Slavbry BnaLE ; oommenoed at Salem, Ohio, 1845. Continued imiU.

1861.

Tbe North Star. Frederick Douglass, Editor, O^nxmenccd at Boobester, N.

December, 1847 ; afterwards called " Frederick Douglass's Paper " ; disoontin-

ued 1S63.

Tfi£ Nationai, Era. Gamaliel Bailey, Editor. Commenced at Washington, 1847;

continued about twelve years.

Tbe Radical AboIiItiokist. William Cloodell, Editor. Commenced about 1856 ;

discontinued 1869.

The Anqlo-Apeioan. New Fork.

The Pbincipia. William Goodell, Editor. Commenced at New Tf ork, 1869 ; still

continued.

Voice ov Frebdoh. C. L. Knapp, Editor, Moatpelier, Vt. 1839.

Altoh Obseryxh. Elijah P. Lovejoy, Editor. Alton, 111. 1837.

Charter Oak. William H. Burleigh, Editor. Hartford, Conn.

BruAH Rights. LaRoy Sunderland, Editor.

Free Press. Utioa, N. Y. 1846.

Induna Frsekak.

liiBEBTY Gazette. Burlington, Vt.

Albany Patriot. William L. Chaplin, Editor. 1846.

Granite Freeuait. 1846.

Note. Numerous journals, both at an ear?y and « more recent date, were in part

open to the advocacy of the Anti-Slavery cause, but also iucluded a predominant

range of other subjects, political, eeotarian, and moral. Many of them rendered

effective service to the Anti-Slavery reform.

AjmShAXEBX Beporteb. Commenced June, 1833.

Auti-SiiAvkry Record. 1836.

QtJARTERi-Y Aim-SiiAVERYMAGAznra. Elizur Wright, Jr., Editor. 1835-37.

Akti-Slaveby Eiamtneb. 1838. &o.

The Slave's Ffiixin). For Children.

The MonTHLT Offebino. John A. Collins, Editor. 1841,

The Aim-STAVSBT Alhawao was first published in 1836, by ths American Anti..

Slavery Society. Continued several years.

The Lebkety Bell. Edited and published annually in Boston, by Mjfia Weston

Chapman. 1843 to 1858, (o&e or two years being omitted.).

Eb&axdy. In Mrs. Mott's speech, for Balph Sangafird, read Saodiford.


