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A NOTE ON COLONEL MARK WILKS.

NFORTUNATELY very few papers remain of
Colonel Mark Wilks, and awong them there is
no reference to his literary work. The preface
to the first volume of the original edition published
in 1810, indicates the motives which led him to
undertake his great book. The history of his service
in India is sufficient to show how well it fitted him
for the undertaking and the fact that his early educa~
tion in England had been intended to enable him to
become a minister in. the Church, gave him the
habits of study and the taste for classical culture
which he used so successfully throughout his life.
The posts he held in Madras, brought him into
contact with officers of the highest rank in the Civil
Service and the Army, and took him through the
whole of the campaign ending in the treaty made by
Lord Cornwallis with Tipu before the walls of
Seringapatam in 1792. His subsequent tenure of the
office of Resident in Mysore from 1803 to 1308 made
him intimate with all the affairs of that State, and a
close friend of many of the Indians, both Muham-
madan and Hindu, who had served both under Tipu
and the Hindu Raja who was restored to the govern-
went of that State by Lord Wellesley.
Wilks reached Madras to take up his position as
a cadet in the Madras Army in April 1783. He must
then have been about twenty-three-years of age, but
the exact date of his birth is uncertain. Two papers
exist of that period: one, a brief diary of his voyage,
which was uneventful, beyond the fact that the ship
which carried him was in danger more than once of
being captured by the French; the other, a sermon
v
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which he seems to have written in 1782 shortly
before leaving for India, with no indication of its
occasion. He was born and educated in the Isle of
Man, where the family held property, and it is worth
noting that that island gave Mysore, not only Colonel
Mark Wilks, but later ou in 1834, Sir Mark Cubbon,
Wilks’s own nephew, who, after serving Mysore for
twenty-five years, died on his way home at Suez, at
the close of a long and eminently distinguished
career. He indeed had been Wilks’s pupil, as he
served under his uncle, as a young subaltern in the
early years of the nineteenth century. Like his
uncle, he too left no papers. In spite of the remon-
strances of his friends, he destroyed thew all before
he left India.

Lord Macartney had recently arrived in Madras
as Governor when Wilks arrived. He took office in
June 1781, a date which marked the opening of a
new and more creditable period in the administration
of that Presidency. The previous six years had
seen one Governor arrested by his Council and
deposed, his successor suspended, his successor again
retrospectively dismissed, followed by the suspension
and dismissal of the Provisional Governor who came
after him. It was a succession of currupt or incom-
petent men, most of them involved in one way or
another in the discreditable affairs relating to the
financial embarrassments of the Nawab of the
Carnatic, Muhammad Ali. However, a new period
of greater honesty began with Lord Macartney.

Wilks was received in Madras by Major-General
Sir John Burgoyne, who commanded the 23rd Light
Dragoons. He was court-martizlled afterwards for
refusing to take orders from Colonel Ross Lang, who
had been appointed to take command of the Madras
Army after the arrest of General Stuart, who, when
Wilks arrived, was commanding the army at Cudda-
lore. 'Wilks was anxious to be sent there ; but, on the
ground that he was not seasoned to the climate, this
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was not allowed. He had brought out letters of
recommendation from Lady Rumbold, but did not
use them as he wrote shortly after his arrival that
“Rumbold has irrecoverably ruined the country, the
history of his villiany is too long and complicated for
a letter.”

He soon found employment and served as Secre-
tary to the Military Board in Madras and Fort
Adjutant, and in 1789 was Aide-de-camp to the
Provisional Governor, John Holland. Then, in the
pext year, he obtained his chance of active service
and was appointed Brigade Major and Aide-de-camp
to Colonel Stuart, who was serving under General
Sir William Meadows in Dindigul. He remained with
Colonel Stuart throughout the war with Tipu, being
with him at the battles before Seringapatam, and was
thus able to describe that campaign with the autho-
rity of one who was with the army.

After the peace of 1792, Wilks served as Assistant
Adjutant-General in 1793, then as Military Secretary
to Greneral Stuart in 1794, when, for reasons of health,
he was compelled to take leave to Europe where he
remained until 1799. On his return to Madras, he
became Military Secretary and Private Secretary to
Lord Clive, the Governor of Madras. In 1803, he
joined as Resident of Mysore, officiating for Sir John
Malcolm, who was called away to serve under General
Wellesley (Duke of Wellington). He remained carry-
ing on the duties of the Resident until 1808, when he
left India for good.

He wrote much of the first volume of his
Historical Sketches on the voyage hore, publishing
this volume in 1810, with an affectionate dedication
to his old friend, Colonel Barry Close.

In 1812, Colonel Wilks was appointed to be
Governor of the island of St. Helena, where he joined
in June 1813, taking with him his wife and only
daughter. He had married twice; first, in 1793,
in Madras, be married Harriet Macleane, and in
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February 1813, before leaving for St. Helena he
married Miss D. Taubman of Bath.

Wilks worked for two years and a half as
Governor of St. Helena doing much for the good of
the island. He introduced better methods of cultiva-
tion, revised the rules regulating the holding of land,
improved the schools, instituted Sunday schocls in
which he took much interest, and became personally
very popular.

However, in 1815, the Government decided to
send Napoleon Bonaparte as a State, prisoner to the
island, and at the close of the year, sent out Sir
Hudson Lowe to relieve Wilks of his charge.

A lady (Mrs. Younghusband) who in 1834 wrote
in Blackwood an account of an interview at which
she was present with Colonel Wilks and his daughter
when they visited Napoleon, described Wilks then as
“a tall, handsome, venerable looking man, with white
curling locks, and a courtierlike manner.” “Napo-
leon,” she said, “besides adwiring his literary perfor-
mances respected his character as a man, and as a
Governor, and never had the island of St. Helena,
since its first possession by the English, been under
the government of a man so enlightened, so
judicious, so mild and affable, or so much beloved.
His kindness, firmness, and philanthropy caused his
departure to be regretted by all ranks on that island,
where he had made so many wise and lasting
improvements.”

Wilks giving up his charge of St. Helena returned
to London in 1816 and was finally placed on the
retired list in 1818, writing the second and third
volumes of his book which he published in 1817.

The last fourteen years of his life were mostly
spent in London. He was for some years Vice-
President of the Asiatic Society, until bad health
obliged him to resign that oftice. In their Proceed-
ings dated Saturday, the Tth of June 1832, the
Society wrote of him: “ Colonel Mark Wilks was for
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some years a Vice-President of the Society, until
increasing indisposition obliged him to resign that
office. His works, which are in the hands of every one
who takes an interest in whatever is connected with
the British Empire, must prove an enduring monu-
ment of his fame. One of his last efforts in the cause
of oriental literature was a masterly analysis and
statement of the contents of the philosophical work
of Nasir-ud-din of Tus, entitled Akhlak-i-naseri, a
metaphysical treatise of greatdifficulty, and borrowed
from the system of Aristotle. This essay was printed
in the Transactions of the Society. Of his Hustory
of Mysore it may be safely asserted that it, in con-
junction with many other important works, will
prove to the world that the East India Company
has long possessed, among its most active and
laborious servants, men whose genius, talents and
acquirements would confer distinction on any
country, however enlightened. The History of
Mysore displays a degree of research, acuwen,
vigour, and elegance, that must render it a work of
standard importance in English literature. Colonel
Wilks was a native of the Isle of Man: he received a
highly classical education with a view, we believe, of
entering the Church, from which cause he did not
proceed to India till upwards of twenty years of age.
After filling many distinguished situations as an
officer of the East India Company, in the south of
India, he was appointed Governor of St. Helena, and
held his office until the imprisonment of the late
Emperor, Napoleon, on that Island.”

In 1826, Colonel Wilks was elected a Fellow
of the Royal Society, as “well versed in various
branches of natural knowledge and author of Histor:-
cal Sketches of the South of India.”

.. He died in 1831, September 19th, while on a
visit to his son-in-law, General Bir Jobn Buchan,
K.C.B.,, leaving one daughter. His only son died
when young. His daughter, Lady Buchan, lived to a
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great age; she was a beautiful girl and from a portrait
taken when an old lady, she must have been very
handsome in her old age. Napoleon in St. Helena
saw her as a girl and expressed great admiration for
her. The family is now represented by Sir Mark
Collet, Bart, of St. Clere, Igtham, Kent, to whom I
am indebted for permission to examine and use the
few papers of Colonel Mark Wilks which rewain in
his possession.

Wilks is remembered in India for two literary
works, the one now re-edited, and another called, 4
report on the interior administration, resources and
expenditure of the Government of Mysoor, under the
system presciibed by the orders of the Governor-
General in Council, dated 4th September 1799, by
Major M. Wilks, Acting Resident at Mysoor. Printed.
Fort William, 4th May 1805. Of the latter work,
Sir John Malcolm in his Political History of India
remarks: *‘ The early and successful accoplishment
of all the objects, which the establishment of this
Governmnent (Mysore) was meant to effect 1s, [as
Major Wilkes (sic) observes, in his clear and able
report on the affairs of Mysore] next to those
measures of a general nature, which directed the great
arrangements of that period, to be attributed to the
energy, the talents, and cordial co-operation of the
uncommon men who were selected for the execution
of the civil and military duties; and, to the fortu-
nate choice of a Dewan, who, to a mind of singular
vigour, added an extcnsive acquaintance with the
resources of the country.” The Dewan was Purnaiya,
who served under Haider Ali, Tipu Sultan, and then
under the Raja until 1812, when old and infirm, he
closed a life of extraordinary activity and vicissitude.
Of the “uncommon men” Malcolm gays in a foot
note: “The name of the able writer of this Report
must ever occupy a distinguished place among those,
who have contributed, by their integrity and talents,
to the happy operation of this great event.” Among
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others whom Malcolm had in wind were Colonel
Barry Close and Colonel Arthur Wellesley, the future
Duke of Wellington.

Of the historical work, its title should be borne
in mind. Wilks carefully avoided giving it the title
of a History. He called it Historical Sketches of
the South of India, in an attempt to trace the History
of Mysoor; from the origin. of the Hindoo Govern-
ment of the State, to the extinction of the Moham-
medan Dynasty in 1799. 1t was printed for and
published by Longman, Hurst, Rees and Orme of
Paternoster Row, London, and appeared in 1810
and 1817. Of it, Sir James Mackintosh spoke as
being “ the first example of a book on Indian History
founded on a critical examination of testimony and
probability.” ‘Its appearance is an era in this
branch of literature.”

Wilks's own personal experience of the people of
Southern India and Mysore, and his intiinate connec-
tion with the two campaigns with which he deals at
length, the Third Mysore War under Lord Cornwallis,
in which he tnok a personal share as Aid-de-camp to
the General commanding one of the divisions, and
the Fourth Mysore War under Lord Wellesley, when,
a8 Secretary to Lord Clive, he was in close touch
with all the authorities concerned, makes his work
one of permanent value. His long residence in the
south of India, his industrious and impartial mind,
his friendship with so many Indians who took part
in the administration of Mysore, under both Haider
and Tipu, as well as with those who worked with him
under the Raja, gave him special qualifications for
the task he undertook. His great interest in the
well-being of the agricultural classes and his close
study of the tenures by which they held their land,
render his chapter ‘‘on landed property,” as Sir James
Mackintosh remarks, *important and masterly.”
He loved Mysore and its people, and identified himself
with all the best interests of the State. Conservative
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. . . L Lo ch
in his views, he desired, in opposition to mu
of the opinion of his time, to preserve ttge ancient
dynasty and government. He did not live {.o 1see
the success of the great experiment of Lord Wellesley.
Indeed, at the time of his death, all appearances were
against it. The Raja had {ailed to fulfil the promises
made and misgovernment ruled. Time, however,
has shown that Lord Wellesley was wise, and Mysore
now takes rank as one of the best administered States
of India. In area almost the size of Scotland, 1t 18 &
country of remarkable and diversified beauty, with
long stretches of almost level high table land,
reaching up into ranges of great height and magni-
ficent forest:—

The mountains wooded to the peak, the lawns
And winding glades high up like ways to Heaven,
The slender coco’s drooping crown of plumes,
The lightning flash of insect and of bird

The lustre of the long convolvuiuses

That coiled around the stately stems, and ran
Ev'n to the limit of the land, the glows

And glories of the broad belt of the world,

All these he saw.

Wilks saw, besides, a people suffering under long
years of oppression and felt that, to secure their
interest, a restoration of the old Hindu Raj was the
right course. *‘ The settlement of Mysore,” he said,
“was distinguished from all preceding measures of
British policy, was quoted with applause in the.
remotest parts of India, and was acknowledged with
unlimited gratitude by the people to be governed. ”

The re-publication of his book, through the
kindness of the Government of Mysore, it may be
hoped, will revive the memory of one of its greatest
friends and benefactors.

GUILDFORD. M. HAMMICK.



NOTE

Y thanks are due to the India Office for kindly
allowing the portrait of Colonel Mark Wilks to
be reproduced, for insertion in the book, and to Sir
William Foster, C.LE., for his kind advice and assist-
ance. Chapter V “On the Landed Property of
India” deals with a question which was of absorbing
interest, and is a brilliant exposition on the subject.
I have not added any notes to the chapter. To
have dealt with it satisfactorily would have involved
a note of great length, and as, since Wilks wrote, the
rights and responsibilities of both tenants and
proprietors of lands in India have been defined in
innumerable Acts dealing with the holding of land
in all Provinces and most States, it seemed unneces-
sary to add to Wilks's essay.

1930. M. HAMMICK.

N.B.—The notes in this book numbered 1, 2, etc., are the
Editor's notes; also those in brackets [ ]. The Author's notes
nre those marked by asterisk ¥, ete. In reprinting the book, the
spelling adopted by Wilks in the Edition of 1810 has been
adhered to.






ADVERTISEMENT.

IT s difficult to devise any plan for the ortho-
graphy of Asiatic names that shall be entirely free
Jfrom objection. The scheme of Sir William Jones
would be unexceptionable,were it generally known to the
English reader, but without this previous knowledge
its adoption might tend to mislead. The letter 4 in
Hindu, for example, would be the correct orthography
for Italy ; but to convey the proper sound to the mere
English reader we must write Hindoo. There is a
variety of sounds which different persons, and even the
same person at different times, will express by different
English letters, and for practical purposes it is un-
necessary to be jastidious in our choice. Whether we
write Ali, Alee, or Aly, seems to be quite indifferent ;
the second syllable will probably be pronounced in the
same manner. Where it is to be decided whether
errors familiarised to the English ear should be rejected
or retained, the rule which I have proposed to myself
i8 to retain the error where it has been uniform, and
to reject it where the spelling has been various. An
ezample of each will explain this design. I1st. To
substitute for the well known name Seringapatam the
true orthography of Sree-rung-puttun, would not only
have the appearance of affectation, but would produce
real confusion. There are however some few excep-

xv
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tions to the general rule of retaining the error where
it has been uniform. Adom, for example, instead of
Adwanee, i8 %0 violent a change and, 8o absolutely un-
intelligible to any native of India, that after having
noticed the identity of the name where it first occurs,
I have gemerally continued the latter spelling. 2d.
In the various readings of the same capital Visapoor,
Visiapore, Viziapoor, Bejapoor, Besjapoor, Beejapore.
there is already abundant confusion, and this 1s not
increased by restoring the true orthography Vijeyapoor.
The same observation applies to Vijeyanuggur, and
many other words. Two places named Balapoor,
Balipoorum, Balabarum, Balipoor, have been written
(as one or the other of the four vernacular languages
in common use have been employed) with the prefixes
of Burra and Choca, Pedda and Chenna, Dud and
Chick, Perri and Chinni. It is more convenient to the
English reader that they should be distinguished by
the English translation of these terms, Great and
Little Balipoor. The names or rather titles of Mokam-
medan chiefs are generally composed of significant
words, and where they can be rectified without causing
one name to be mistaken for another I should un-
necessarily tncur the charge of ignorance of the
language in which they are written, by continuing the
wrong orthography. In the name Murzafa Jung, fot
ezample, the former 13 not an Arabic word at all, and
I have restored the proper reading, Muzuffer Jung
(victorious in war). There are other cases of names
in their ordinary use not intended to be significant,
where there is no danger of misleading the reader by
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endeavouring to convey the original sound. The second
syllable of the word Mysore, as it is usually written,
was never so pronounced by any nalive of India,
Mohammedan, or Hindoo, and there is no danger that
Mysoor should be mistaken for another place. Similar
errors, however, in the names Bangalore and Tanjore
escaped my observation in the correction of the first
sheets. and have, to prevent confusion, been continued
throughout. Innes Khan is not a Mohammedan
name, and the person sntended was called Yoonas
(Jonas) Khan. It would be tedious and unimportant
lo state the grounds of preference in each particular
case, but the examples which have been given will
sxplain the general intention.






PREFACE.

HE first materials of the following work were

collected for purposes connected with my public
duties, without the most remote view to publica-
tion. Personal curiosity, and the increasing interest
of the subject, induced me to pursue it, without any
definite object, beyond that of rescuing from oblivion,
before it should be lost for ever, the information
possessed by living characters; and the farther
examination of written authorities followed as a
necessary and almost imperceptible consequence of
what had already been done.

The public is little interested to know the grada-
tion of circumstances by which I have been induced
to prepare for publication the substance of a mass of
materials collected with so little of fixed design, and
still less of literary skill: but I may be permitted to
observe, that in their existing state they could have
been of little use if placed in abler hands, and that
the task of translating, preparing, and arranging
them for that purpose, would have been infinitely
more laborious than that which I have undertaken.

Extensive opportunities of observing the charac-
ters and manners of the people whose transactions I
describe, have afforded advantages which may com-
pensate for some defects; but I am tgo well aware,
that a person who has passed all but the earliest
period of his life far removed from the ordinary
opportunities of literary attainment must appear
before the public with very humble pretensions. In
presenting to my country a narrative of facts, I hope
that I apprehend aright the moral obligations which

xix B*
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I incur: and the errors of defective judgment, in-
advertance, or unskilful narrative, are at the bar of
public opinion.

The reference to authorities, so rigidly exacted
in the western world, would be useless to the public
in an undertaking where few of these authorities are
before it;; and the absence of all fixed design in writing
many of the notes from which the work has been
composed would render it a task of infinite labour, if
it were of sufficient importance, to retrace the manu-
script authorities for every fact: but as inany of these
ma.nuscnpts, and particularly those of the Mackenzie
collection” may hereafter be deposited in some public
institution, I have, in some cases, where the fact is
either remarkable in itself, or liable to be controvert-
ed, endeavoured to state the authority where either
memory or written reference has enabled me to trace
it. For the rest, it may be satisfactory to the public
to be furnished with a cursory account of the princi-
pal materials which have been employed.

1st. An historical memoir, prepared at my
request, under the direction of Poornia, the present

! The Mackenese Collection.—Colonel Colin Mackenzie went
to India in 1782, as a Cadet of Engineers, on the Madras
Fatablishment. From 1783 o 1796 he was employed on military
duties. From 1796 to 1806, he was employed in surveying the
country south of the river Kistna, and investigating the geogra-
phy of the Deccan. In 1817, he was appointed Surveyor-
General of India and resided in Caloutta. He died in 1821.
During his whole service in India, he devoted himself to the
collection and study of inscriptions, manuseripts and coins bearing
on the history of Southern India. Colonel Mark Wilks was in
closa touch with him, and Col. Mackenzie pla.ced at his disposal
valuable papers, and a mass of information in connection with his
work. The * Mackenzie Collection” was purchased by the
Government of India after his death for a lakh of rupees (£10,000).
A full account of the collection will be found in the Descriptive
Catalogue, compiled by the famous Sanskrit Scholar, H. H.
Wilson, in 1822 and following, published by the Government at
Calcutta in 1828 (2 Vols. 8vo.), reprinted in one volume by
Higginbotham and Co., Madras, 1882.
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able and distioguished minister of Mysoor, and his
intelligent assistant Butcherow. The best informed
natives of the country who were known to possess
family manuscripts or historical pieces were assembled
for this purpose; and the memoir is a compilation
framed from a comparison-of these authorities.

9. A Persian manuscript, entitled An Historical
Account of the ancient Rajas of Mysoor, was found
in 1799 in the palace at Seringapatam; it purports
to have been “ Translated in 1798, at the command
of the Sultaun, by Assud Anwar, and Gholaum
Hussein, with the assistance of Pootia Pundit, from
two books in the Canara language:” this Persian
manuscript was conveyed with other works to
Calcutta, and I had not the opportunity of perusing
it until the year 1807, when my friend, Brigadier
General Malcoln obtained a copy from Bengal. A
book in the Canara language, of which the contents
were then unknown, was given in 1799 by Colonel
W. Kirkpatrick, one of the commissioners for the
affairs of Mysoor, to Major, now Lieutenant Colonel
Colin Mackenzie, and has since been translated under
his direction with scrupulous care. 1t is the Canara
manuscript from which-the Persian translation was
made, and is entitled The succession of the Kings of
Mysoor, from ancient Times, as it is in the Canara
Cuddutums, now written into a Book by command
by Nuggur Pootia Pundit. 1t is divided inte two
parts, as noticed in the Persian translation : the first
contains the historical narrative ; and the second the
series of territorial acquisitions. In the first the
dates are recorded in the year of the cycle only; and
in the second they are reckoned by the number
of years which had elapsed from the compilation
of the work, or, in the language of the original,
30 many years ago. The apparent embarrassment of
fixing the chronology was easily surmounted by
Lieutenant-Colonel Mackenzie. By ascertaining a
single date, all the rest were at once arranged, and
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the manuscript was proved beyond all controversy to
have been written in the year 1712-13.

The circumstances which regard the discovery
of this manuscript are well known. On the death of
Cham Raj Wadeyar, the father of the present Raja,
in 1796, the family was tsansferred from the palace
to the miserable hovel where they were found on the
capture of Seringapatam in 1799. Among the
plunder of every thing useful or apparently valuable,
which was on that occasion carried off to the stores
of the Sultaun, were accidentally thrown two
Cudduttums,* which attracted his attention nearly
two years afterwards, when he ordered them to be
cxamined and translated : and two old Cudduttums,
wkich Lieutenant-Colonel Mackeuzie received along
with the book in 1799, prove, on exaination to be
the actual originals from which it was copied, and
are probably the two books mentioned in the Persian
translation. A short time before the real compilation
of this document, the Raja Chick Deo Raj, who died
in 1704, had directed an extensive collection to be
made of historical materials, including all inscriptions

* Cudduttum, currutium, or currut, a long slip of cotton cloth,
from eight inches to a foot wide, and from twelve to eighteen feet
long, skilfully covered on each side with & compost of paste and
powdered charcoal. When perfectly dry, it is neatly folded up,
without cutting, in leaves of equal dimensions; to the two end
folds are fixed ornamented plates of wood, painted and varnished,
resembling the sides of a book, and the whole is put into a case
of silk or cotton, or tied with a tape or ribbon ; those in use with
the lower classes are destitute of these ornaments, and are tied
up by a common string: the book, of course, opens at either
side, and if unfolded and drawn out, is still a long slip of the
original length of the cloth. The writing is similar to that on a
slate, and may be in like manner rubbed out and renewed. It is
performed by a pencil of the dalapum, or lapis ollaris; and this
mode of writing was not only in ancient use for records and
public documents, but is still universally employed in Mysoor by
merchants and shopkeepers. I have even seen a bond, regularly
witnessed; entered on the cudduttum of a merchant, produced
and received in evidence.
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then extant within hig dominions, which were added
to a library already reported to be voluminous: the
above-mentioned work is probably one of the memoirs
prepared in conformity to his directions, but it
appears to have been presented to his successor, and
is a brief but correct record of event up to the year
1712. 1t is, however, to be regretted that the author
furnishes po incidents beyond a inere chronicle of
events after the occupation of Seringapatam by Raja
Wadeyar in 1610 probably restrained by prudential
motives in respects to living characters. The Sultaun,
in removing the Raja’s family from the palace, had
intended to destroy the building altogether and gave
orders for that purpose, which were afterwards
changed. Tt was reported to him that several large
apartments were full of books, chiefly of palm leaf
and Cudduttuws, and he was asked how they were to
be disposed of. “ Transfer them,” said he, to the
royal stables, as fuel to boil the cooltee (grain on
which horses are fed): " and this was accordingly done.
A small miscellaneous collection was preserved from

This is the word kirret, translated (of course conjecturally)
palm-leaves in Mr. Crisp’s translation of Tippoo's regulations.
The Sultaun prohibited its use in recording the public aocounts:
but although liable to be expunged, and affording facility to
fraudulent entries, it is a much more durable material and
record than the best writing on the best paper, or any other
substance used in India, copper and stone alone excepted. It is
propa.ble that this is the linen or cotton cloth described by
Arrian from Nearchus, on which the Indians wrote.—Vincent's
Nearchus, p. 15. Art. 717.

[ Balapum, steatite, pot stone; s soft stone of greyish blue
colour. With pencils of this, school boys write upon books formed
of cloth blackened and stiffened with gum (Cadata). Cadata,
a Canarese word meaning a cloth covered with a composition of
charcoal and gum. ** Nearchos is the original authority for the
use of closely woven (cotton) clath (Strabo, XV, 67). A oentury
ago merqhants and shop-keepers in Mysore universally employed
long strips of cotton cloth, . . . . a8 writing material.”
(V. A. Smith: Early History of India. Second Edition, 1908,
D- 138. note). The practice is still in constant use in villages in
the south of India
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this destruction by the pious artifice of a bramin,
who begged the apartment might be respected, as
containing the penates of the family. This room was
opened in the confusion of the 4th of May 1799, and
a large portion of the contents fell into the hands of
a British officer.

I have reason to believe, that through various
channels I have had access to copies of most of the
historical tracts which this collection contained,*
and among these was the record of a curious inquiry
into the state of the family about the year 1716, for
the purpose of ascertaining which of the branches
had preserved the true blood of the house unpolluted
by unworthy connections; when, out of thirty-one
branches, thirteen were pronounced to be legitimate,
and eighteen were excluded from the privilege of
giving wives or successors to the reigning Raja.

3. Two manuscripts, corresponding to each
other in all material circumstances, preserved in
different branches of the family of the ancient Dulwoys
of Mysoort.

4. A great variety of smaller manuscripts and
memoirs in different languages, and of various degrees
of merit, relative to detached facts: such, {or example,

* 1f the collection of Shassanums, or inscriptions, bas been
preserved, 1t may be considered as an historical manuseript of
great value. A few days before my embarkation from Madras its
probable existence was ascertained, and I trust that it has been
added to the Mackenzie collection.

[A note on the Massur Arasu Parvabhyudaya will be found
on p. 329, Catalogue of the Mackenzie Collectson by Wilson.
Second Edition. 1883, Madras. This is the work referred to
above, with other historical manuscripts referred to on pp. 830-
332 of the same catalogue.,

t Dulwoy, geueral, from Dul, an army (Canara). The word
is translated sometimes minister, but more frequently regent, in
the records of Madras, and in Mr. Orme’s history- Nunjeraj, the
person who commanded the Mysoor troops a$ Trichinopoly from
1752 to 1755, held also the appointment of minister of finance,
or rather, he and his brother had usurped the whole power of the
state in all its departments.
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a8 & memoir of the ancestry of the late Mohammedan
dynasty, prepared at my request by the officiating
priests at the mausoleum of the grandfather of the
late Tippoo Sultaun at Colar; cbaracters of Hyder
Ally and Tippoo Sultaun, from the pen of my
valuable friend Syed Husseln, Persian secretary to
the Rajah of Mysoor, &c. &e.

5. The extensive and valuable collection of
grants, generally of a religious nature, inscribed on
stone or copper, which are in the possession of my
friend Lieutenant-Colonel Colin Mackenzie of the
corps of engineers on the cstablishment of Fort St.
George. These ancient documents are of a singularly
curious texture ; they almost always fix the chrono-
logy, and frequently unfold the genealogy and
military history of the donor and his ancestors, with
all that is remarkable in their civil institutions, or
religious reforms; and the facts derived from' these
inscriptions are illustrated by a voluminous collection
of manuscripts, which can only be trusted with
confidence, so far as they are confirmed by these
authentic documents. The manuscript of Pootia,
which seemed to deserve a separate description,
belongs to this collection, which, at the period of
my departure from Madras, amounted to near one
thousand seven hundred grants, and six hundred MSS.

The department of ancient history in the East is
80 deformed by fable and anachronism, that it may
be considered an absolute blank in Indian literature.
There is no hope that this important defect will ever
be supplied, except from an extensive collection of
such documents. Lieutenant-Colonel Mackenzie has
deyoted to this pursuit the leisure which he has been
enabled to snatch from a long course of active and
Ineritorious service ; and has formed, under numerous
dlscougagements, & stupendous and daily increasing
collection of all that is necessary to illustrate-the
antiquities, the civil, wilitary and religious institu-
tions, and ancient history, of the south of India; and
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I trust that he will in due time communicate to the
public the result of his extraordinary perseverance.

I am obliged to Lieutenant-Colonel Mackenzie
for several valuable communications on particular
periods of history, written expressly for my aid and
information in arranging the materials of the present
work: and I cannot acknowledge in terms of too
much gratitude how largely I am indebted to an
unlimited access to the study of the collection which
I have described, and to an intercourse entirely
unreserved with its worthy possessor, and his large
establishment of learned native assistants, for what-
ever knowledge I possess of the ancient history of
the south of India: a ground on which I have but
slightly touched for the illustration of later events.

6. The fifth chapter of the present work was
written at as early a period as possible, for the
purpose of subjecting its facts to the most rigorous
test. It was accordingly submitted to the examina-
tion of numerous friends, well qualified to correct
errors, most of them holding the highest situations
under the government of Fort St. George. Mr. Francis
Ellis, a name which it will hereafter be permitted to
quote as authority, has furnished me with a learned
note,* on a particular subject of discussion, which
will be found in the Appendix; and the reader will
join with me in regretting the want of more numerous
illustrations from the same pen. Mr. Ellis wrote in
pencil, on blank leaves, which were inserted for the
purpose; such observations as occurred to him on
perusing the manuscript of that chapter, and very
kindly gave me discretionary permission to apply the
facts which they contain: this is the foundation of
those notes on that and other parts of the work which
refer to his authority.

This profound and ingenious orientalist had in
contemplation a work of great labour and public

_ *The reader is requested to supply an omission of the
printer by referring to this notw from p. 146.
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utility, namely, the tramslatiop into modern Tamul
and English of the Sanscrit text of the ancient law
tract, most esteemed in the south, named Vignyan
Ishwar, with notes shewing the variations of doctrine
exhibited in the more modern work of Videyarannea;
of which some notices will be found in the fifth chapter
of this work : and I advert to the design, in the hope
that it may attract the attention of those who ought
to patronize and promote it."

7. Notes and extracts from the records of the
government of Fort St. George, to which I had
unlimited access from the confidential situations
which I had the honour to told under Earl Powis
and by the obliging permission of Lord William
Bentinck, and of Mr. Petrie, during their respective
governments. These results of a long and laborious
examination have been rendered less satisfactory
from the very defective state of the earlier records.
Of the labour itself, Mr. Orme has correctly observed,
that it probably exceeds the conception of any of his
readers, excepting the keeper of the records.

The removal from Seringapatam to Calcutta of
the official records of the late dynasty of Mysoor, had
deprived me ot an authentic source of information on
a variety of subjects. 1 had hoped, through the
interposition of a friend, and the sanction of Sir
George Barlow, whep governor general, which was
readily given, to procure an examination of these

! Francis Whyte Ellis, a writer in the East India Com-
pany’s service at Madras, was an oriental scholar of extraordinary
ability. In 1816, he priuted a portion of the sacred Kurral
of Tiruvallura Nayan#r, a Tamil work of renown, written in
very idiomatic Tamil. In 1814, he wrote a treatise on Mirdsi
Eight for the Government, a paper which is still an authority of
great value. He does not seem ever to have carried out the
translation referred to here. The authorities at the India
Oﬁicq Library who kindly made enquiries, report that it is not
mentioned in the British Museum Catalogue of Sanskrit and
Tamnl_ works, nor ecan it be found in the India Office Library.
Francis Ellis died of cholera in Ramnad in 1819.
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records for certain special purposes. But I am
aware that the labour is greater than can he expected
from gentlemen fully occupied by their official duties,
on whom I have no personal claims. My expecta-
tions from this and some cther sources are now
extinguished ; but although I have been compelled
by severe ill health to leave India at an earlier period
than was consistent with the plan which I had
formed for completing the work in that country, I
hope that I have been able to authenticate by other
means most of the facts for which I was desirous to
refer to those authorities : and I bave since my arrival
in England received from Colone! William Kirkpatrick,
who long filled with distinguished ability very import-
ant public situations in Bengal: some unexpected
lights on the subject of a portion of these records,
which will demand a more particular acknowledgment
in the second volume, to which they chiefly apply.

Acknowledgments to all who have assisted my
researches would include a long and respectable list ;
but I am particularly indebted to Colonel Close, politi-
cal resident at the court of Poona, whose observations
give light and strength to whatever they approach ; to
the correct judgment and sxtensive knowledge of
Colonel Agnew ; to Mr. Hodgson, snd Mr. Thackery,
members of the board of revenue, and to Mr. Hurdis
of the Sudder Adawlut, for the lights derived from
their official labours, and for directing my attention to-
other valuable records in their respective departients,
connected with the discussions of the fifth chapter.

I have some doubt how far I am at liberty to
mention my obligations to Sir James Mackintosh,
who was 80 good as to peruse the detached portions
of this volume which were written in India*: but I
trust that he will receive with kindness this public
acknowledgment of the instruction which I have
received from his observations.

* The greater part was writben during the voyage from India
o England.
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8. Two military memoirs compiled in the
Persian language under my own direction, by Abbas
Ali, the field secretary of the late Hyder Ali Khan,
from the written memoirs, or oral statements of two
divtinct assemblies of the oldest and most intelligent
military officers of the late dynasty. Over one of
these presided Budder u Zeman Khan, an old officer
of distinguished talents and cultivated understanding,
well known to the troops of Bombay by his respect-
able defence of Darwar. The other meeting was
directed for a time by Lutf Aly Beg, one of Tippoo
Sultaun’s embassadors to Constantinople in 1785, and
the defender of Nundidroog in 1791. This venerable
old gentleman terminated his earthly career before he
had finished the compilation, which he had kindly
undertaken : and the remainder of the narrative was
chiefly directed by Jehan Khan, the officer who
repulsed the flower of Sir Eyre Coote's army from
the fortified pagoda of Chillumbrum in June 1781,
and was desperately wounded in the breach of
Seringapatam in 1799 ; a plain, unlettered old soldier,
of clear and distinet understanding, and a memory
uncommonly retentive and correct.

9. A history of Coorg, written by the present
Raja, whose romantic character and adventures are
well known in India. Its pretensions to profound
historical research are not extensive, but it presents
some characteristic traits of the mountaineers of the
west of India, which are singularly curious.

10. Desultory memoranda containing the results
of repeated personal intercourse with every surviving
individual, sufficiently well informed for my purpose,
who had been employed under the late dynasty in
civil, military, or diplomatic situations: and written
memoirs from the most intelligent of them on such
transactions as were most interesting or important.

_ 11, The last in this enumeration is a work
written under the personal direction of the late
Tippoo Sultaun himself ; and as this circumstance
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will probably excite some curiosity, I shall here
subjoin a short account of this remarkable per-
formance.

The title of the work is Sultaun u Towareekh or
the King of Histories, the substance was dictated
by Tippoo Sultaun himself and the work composed
by Zein-ul-ab-u-Deen Bhusteree,* brother of Meer
Aalum, the late minister at Hyderabad.

The style of the work is an example of the false
taste introduced into modern works in the Persian
language ; but it is the style of a person well skilled
in that sort of composition, and accomplished in the
literature of Persia.

It begins, as is usual, with the praises of God
and the prophet, his descendants and approved asso-
ciates, in a manner which holds a middle course
between the tenets of the Sultaun and his secretary,
who were of opposite sects{ of the Mohammedan
religion. The author then proceeds to a dissertation
on the gradations of creation ; the dissimilitude and
inequality of men in their mental qualities, as well
as in their exterior appearance. This inequality, he
observes, has existed even in the apostles, sent at
different periods by the Almighty to enlighten
mankind : it exists also among the inferior orders of
men : government is requisite for the protection of
mankind, and kings have existed in every age: the
same distinctions are observable in the relative
characters of kings, as among the apostles above
them, and the mass of mankind below them; and the
proof of this relative superiority of one king over

* Bhusteree ; his family name being from Shuster ; the Suza
of the western geographers.

1 Tippoo, although educated, and usually classing himself,
as & Soonee, affected a superiority of religious knowledge, which
looked down on all the sects, and aspired to the character of
inspiration: but his zeal for holy war gave him a particular
veneration for the character of Ali, the doctrines of whose sect
he seemed on many occasions to patronize more than those of
Oomer (or the Soonee) in which he had been educated.
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another is exemplified in the superiority of Tippoo
Sultaun, over all kings, ancient and modern. The
author then goes on for several pages to compare
the Sultaun with the sun, the moon, the stars, and
the planets; the prophets and apostles ; and the
most celebrated kings and philosophers of antiguity;
in a style of accomplished extravagance and absurd-
ity.

y Such, be proceeds, was Tippoo Sultaun, the
author of incomparable inventions and regulations,
to be recorded in this work ; which is intended for
the exclusive instruction of his own descendants:
and if any other sovereign should adopt by stealth
any of these inventions, “he must necessarily be
classed among the said descendants ;" that is to say,
according to the gross and obscene dialect of this
court, hereafter to be noticed, of which the Sultaun
could not divest himself even in his literary pursuits,
“Tippoo Sultaun must be considered to have
embraced the mother of the supposed imitator.”

The secretary seems to have been ashamed of
this early specimen ; for,in the very next sentence,
which is more than usually involved and inflated,
apparently to conceal his purpose, he sakes an
opportunity of informing the reader, that many
passages of the work are of the express dictation of
the Sultaun himself.

The work is proposed to be divided into two
volumes ; first, the genealogy and life of the Sultaun’s
grandfather and father ; second, the life of Tippoo
Sultaun.

The first volume proceeds no farther than the
early youth of Hyder—a blank ensues; and the
second commences abruptly with the accession of
Tippoo Sultaun in 1788, and is continued to 1789 ;
after some blank leaves, follows a second edition of
the genealogy ; both of them are equally remote from
the truth : and in the narrative of transactions from
1783 to 1789, although some of his successful military
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operations are related with a respectable degree of
clearness and precision, those in which his arms were
unfortunate can scarcely be recognized, in the turgid
and fabulous shape which the Sultaun has assigned
to them.

On the first mention of the English, and some-
times where they are not opposed to him, he is
pleased to call them Nazarenes (from Nazareth); but
on other occasions they are ‘' rascally infidels” and a
runawey race. In narrating their astacks, they are
compared to wounded  wild-boars, and in other
passages they are a race of demons. Madras has the
honourable name of the City of Hermaphrodites ;
and the Nabob Mohammed Ali Khan, the contemp-
tuous designation of the Christian.

The French officers are treated by the writer
without incivility, until their refusal to continue
hostilities at Mangalore, in 1783, after the conclusion
of a peace between their nation and the English:
from that period Mons. Cossigni is called Nau Sirdar
(viz. the privative nau prefixed to the word officer);
and the nation fundamentally faithless.

The character of the Sultaun’s literary taste is .
displayed throughout the work in a strange selection
of terms, and a mis-spelling of the names of his
opponents, for the purpose of giving them a contemp-
tuous or obscene meaning : & few examples to explain
this species of wit and illustrate the usual phraseo-
logy of the Sultaun, are thrown into shade at the
hottom of the page.*

* Mukaad is the place where any person sits down, it is also
the part of the boay on which a person sits. It suited the
chosen dialect of the Sultaun to make use of this term to describe
the place of encampment of the enemy.

Soherdb Jung, a Soherdb in war; the title of the Nizam's
late minister. Soherdb was the son of Rustum, the Persian
hero ; it is written Shoredb, which causes it to signify brackish
water. Tohuvvur Jung, valiant in war, is converted into Teheber
Jung, umdermoss tn war. Ooté Naick, the name of a Coorg
insurgent, is written Coote Nasck, Captain Dog. Appa Bulwunt,
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It was impossible to give any tolerable view of the
nature of the performance, and it will be equally
impracticable to convey even a faint idea of the
manners of the court during the late dynasty, without
some offence against delicacy ; but the transgressions
will, I trust, be found as few and as slight as the nature
ot the subject could possibly admit. I shall conclude
this account of the King of Histories with a specimen
of the performance.

When Brigadier-General Macleod appeared the
second time before Mangalore, he is made to address
a letter™ to the Sultaun, challenging a combat between
equal numbers, for the purpose of deciding the war:
the following is the Sultaun’s reply :

“Tt is admitted, by the concurring testimony of
all religions, that no apostle, excepting the seal of
the apostles, has been invested with the power of the
sword : and that the text of ‘ Slay them wheresoever
thou canst find them, has descended from the

one ot the Mahratta chiefs, is written Amma Bulwunt, Mother
Bulwunt : and finally, the word Mahratta, or rather Mharatta,
which, when written in the Hindoo-Persic character, is properly
spelled with the aspirate, and sharp Hindoostanee Te with four
points, has always the aspirate omitted, and the Hindoostanee is
converted into the thick Persian T'¢ with two points; Marata ;
which new orthography produces a word signifying Catamite.
A copy of the work was in the house of Zein-ul-ab-u-deen, bound
in & splendid cover with a lock and key to secure it- A zealous
adherent of the late dynasty, of whose veracity in this instance 1
cannot doubt, in u visit to Zein-ul-ab-u-deen observed the book,
and asked, as matter of conversation, what it was. Zein-ul-ab-
u-deen excused himself from giving a direct answer, and referred
the enquirer to an indorscment on its cover in the Persian
!-:mgunge. of which the following is a verbal translation.
‘Si quis, sine regis imperio, hunc librum aperiens, in eum
Intueatur, numinis execratione, et regis ira implicitus erit, ac
quod si matris in vulvawn inspexisset, idem se crimen commississe
censeat-” It was generally known thut Zein-ul-ab-u-deen and
the Sultaun were engaged in such a work, and that no other
person was permitted to see it.

, * The state of the fact will be discussel in its proper
place.

c
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almighty Avenger to no other. That holy personage
did, in conformity to the command of the great
Creator, let loose the infidel-destroying sword, without
distinction, on the Jews, the Nazarenes, the Sabians,
and other idolaters. And the victorious lion of the
Lord (Ali), who was the rightful Imaum,* and the
absolute vicegerent of the seal of the prophets, removed
the darkness of infidelity and association (that is the
doctrine of assigning to God associates in power),
and sent abundance of associators on the road to the
abode of misery.

“ But your apostle, the holy Messiah, according
to universal admission, was not invested by the
Almighty with the power ot the sword, and never did
undertake a holy war. It is evident, moreover, from
authentic books, that you falsely arrogate to your-
selves the religion of the Messiah ; that you support
the doctrine of the #rinity, absolutely associating
other persons with God, and thereby enrol yourselves
with idolaters; and that you perpetrate forbidden
things, such as drinking wine, eating swine's flesh,
gaming, usury, and every other act which by the
universal consent of mankind is held to be a vice.
Therefore God, and the apostle of God, that is the
Messiah, and all his elect, abominate and abhor you,
and you have incurred the wrath of the throne of God.

“Wherefore, all sects being bound by the laws
and precepts of their respective apostles, it follows,
that killing and slaying,t and bravery, and heroism,
and holy war, and the destruction of infidels, and the
arts which belong to the gallant and the brave, have
descended as an hereditary right to us from our
apostle.

* The Sultaun must have been but a lukewarm Sumni to
have conceded o his secretary this fundamental doctrine of the
Sheea sect.

t These repetitions of synonyms are preserved for the pur
pose of rendering the translation as close and as verbal as the
idioms of the two languages will admit.
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“If thou hast any doubt of all this, descend, as
thou hast written, from thy ships, with thy forces,
and taste the flavour of the blows inflicted by the
hands of the holy warriors, and behold the terror of
the religion of Mohammed; but on that same condition
which thou hast written, that soldier opposed to
soldier, and officer to officer, in single combat, with
such weapons as they shall choose, shall determine
which is the better man.

" Like a man remove fear from thy imagination,
Mnke no more idle evasions ltke a woman,” *

General Macleod is then stated to have fled on
the same night, and the English are admitted as
suppliants to liberal conditions of peace.

Since my arrival in England I have been indebted
to the Court of Directors for access to the records and
library at the India-House, and 1 have to acknowledge
the most obliging attention from every officer of that
house with whomw I have had occasion.to communicate.
These records are still more imperfect than those
at Madras ; but each contains materials that are
wanting in the other. My chief intercourse has
hitherto been with Mr. Jackson, the register and
keeper of the ancient records, which although
extremely defective, afford some valuable matter
for the general historian, and extensive materials for
a life of Sevajee, which had escaped the researches of
Mr. Orme. It is but common justice to Mr. Jackson
to notice his clear and intelligent arrangement of
these disjointed materials, and the very laborious
process by which he has rendered the reference to
every record, whether in the order of the subject or
the date, perfectly simple and satisfactory.

In a pursuit which from its nature precludes a

* This also is stated to be a specimen of the taste of the
Sultaun, which cannot be explained without the most gross
indecency.

C
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recourse to the ordinary means of preventing inaccu-
racy, I am far from presuming to expect that an
ardent desire for truth has in every instance attained
its object : and comnmunications, accompanied by the
requisite authorities which may enable me to correct
errors, will be thankfully acknowledged, if the public
should ever call for a second edition.

It was intended that the design of this work
should be completed by the publication of the whole
at this period ; but precarious health has prevented
the execution of this intention; and the same cause
forbids me to speak with confidence of the very early
appearance of a second and last volume. Its prepara-
tion, however, shall not be unnecessarily intermitted :
but the delay will afford me the opportunity of being
governed by public opinion, according to which I
shall be prepared to prosecute the design with spirit.
or to abandon it without severe reluctance.



PREFACE
TO
THE SECOND AND THIRD VOLUMES.

HEN an interval of several years has elapsed,
between the publication of a first and second
volume, the readers of the work may think them-
selves entitled to some explanation of the causes of
delay.

There was no afrectation in the original announce-
ment, that the appearance of a second volume, or
the entire abandonment of the design, would depend
on the reception of the first ; and I waited the event
with entire resignation. Those periodical publica-
tions, which influence public opinion, and may be
deemed its organs, were not carly in their notice of
the first volume : but there is, if possible, less affecta-
tion in declaring, that their approbation, when it did
appear, exceeded my expectations. The work was
resumed, but no considerable progress had been
made, when it was interrupted, by a call of public
duty to a foreign station, from which I only returned
in June, 1816; and by subsequent causes, improper
to be obtruded on public notice, which unhappily
fixed my mind on other cares.

Inexperience or unskilfulness have caused this
portion of the work to double the original calculation;
and the second and third volumes are now presented
to the world, with the disadvantage of unexpected
circumstances, which have interfered with a suffici-
ently careful revision of a certain portion of their
contents. This explanation applies not to the mat-
ter, but the manner. If I were aware of any errors

' XXXVil
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of fact, the work should stop, at wbatever stage ; but
I submit to the responsibility of winor fault.s. .

I have received a liberal extension of aid in the
researches connected with these volumes, and some,
of which I am restrained from making a particular
acknowledgment.

A continuation of access to the records at pbe
India House, was greatly facilitated by the kind
attention of the late Mr. Hudson, to whose depart-

ment those records belonged.

I am indebted to the kindness of Sir Henry
Cosby, for the perusal of his accurate journal of the
wair of 17679, and for personal explanations of great
value.

To my long-known and cordial friend, Colonel
Allan, I am obliged for his intelligent and interesting
jeurnal of the campaigns of 1790, 1791, 1792, and
1799, with the drawings and plans necessary for their
complete illustration; and for s mass of regularly
arranged historical materials, from 1767 to 1799,
which would have exceedingly abridged my own
labours at Madras and at the India House, if [ had
known of their existence in sufticient time.

From my friend, Sir John Kennaway, I have
received the communicatian of numerous and valu-
able facts, connected with his own diplomatic
services from 1788 till 1792: and a voluminous
collection of documents in the Persian language,
bequeathed to him by the late Colonel William
Kirkpatrick, comprising, among others, a variety of
original compositions, in the handwriting of the late
Tippoo Sultaun ; and consultations, authenticated by
the original signatures of his ministers, Translations
of some of these are published in Kirkpatrick’s curious
collection of Tippuo's letters, to which my obligations
are acknowledged in the body of the work ; and the
unpublished portion has afforded many valuable facts
and illustrations.

The delicacy involved in the later periods of this



PREFACE XXxix

work requires no explanation: but in these periods.
the citcle is enlarged of those friends, who may be
enabled, not only to detect inaccuracies, but to
furnish me with the requisite authorities for their
correction, in a future edition, if the Public should
demand it.

LONDON,
25th June, 1817,






CONTENTS.

CHAPTER I

REFLECTIONS on the imaginary happiness of the early ages—
Progress of conquest, revolution, and decay among uncivilized
nations— No pretension to antiquity among the ruling families
of the Indian peninsula—State of that country when the
Hindco dynasty of Mysoor began to emerge from obscurity—
Sketch of its former geography—First irruption of the Moham-
medans to the south of the river Taplee—to the south of the
river Kistna —Plunder of the capital of Carnatic—its interest-
ing ruins —Extent of that empire—its final destruction —
Origin of the empire of Vijeyanuggur—its second dynasty—
Conquests—Causes of its rapid increase—Rebellion of the
Mussulman chiefs of the Deckan, and establishment of an
independent sovereignty at Calburga—Efforts of the dethroned
Prince of Warankul the ally of Vijeyanuggur—Disunion of the
Mohammedans of Deckan, and separation into five distinct
governments —Patan empire of Hindostan invaded by the
Moguls at the exact time thut Vasco de Gama doubled the
Cape of Good Hope— Confederacy of the five princes of Deckan,
and fall of the empire of Vijeyanuggur—State of that empire
during its decline-—Reflections on the despotism of the
East, . . . . Page 1

CHAPTER II.

Romantic origin of the Hindoo house of Mysoor, and change of
religion—Foundation of the capital of that name— Vijeya—
Arbiral—Betad Cham Raj—Bole Cham Raj—Heera ‘Cham
Raj—Betad Wadeyar--Deposition of this chief, and election
of his younger brother Ra) Wadeyar— Reflections on tlus fact,
and on the interestitig characters of the brothers— Incidents
characteristic of the times—and of the brothers—Acquisition
of Seringapatain—its ancient history—Another change of reli-
glon—List of conquests, and reason for adopting this arrange-
ment—Cham Raj—Immadee Raj, uncle of the late Raja, and
posthumous son of his predecessor— poisoned by his minister—
succeeded by Canty Reva Narsa Raj—ancedote of his chival-
rous spirit—Evidence of ustf}‘pation in the two preceding

X1



xlit CONTENTS

reigns—Emancipation of the present Raja by the assassination
of the usurping minister—Siege of Seringapatam by a Mussul-
man army—repulse of the enemy—Arrangements—financial—
military—the mint—court—religious establishments-—con-
quests—Dud Deo Raj—Repulse of the Raja of Bednore—and
of Madura—Conquests of this reign. . . 38

CHAPIER III.

Critical period i the affairs of Mysoor—Necessity of a retrospect
to the general state of Deckan and the south since the hattle
of Tellicota—Compact of the victors for separate conquest—
their progress in the central and western provinces—in the
eastern—Numerous smaller states rise from the ruins of the
late empire—An Abyssinian king in Deckan—The prince
Arangzebe appointed viceroy of Deckan—Folly of the
Mussulman chiefs of the south—Bass treachery of the Hindoos
themselves-—Conquests of Vijeyapoor—and Golconda—crushed
by Aurangzebe, now emperor—Beautiful Hindoo prophecy—
applied to Sevajee, the founder of the present Mahratta empire
—Origin of this family—Baubajee Bhousla—Maulajee—
Shahjee—Whimsical afliance of marringe—enforced—Shahjee
elevated to the office of minister—Mogul invasion—Flight of
Shahjee to Vijeyapoor—Adventures und capture of his wife—
Birth of Sevajee—Second marriage of Shahjee—anecdote of
his ingenuity—appointed governor of the conquests in Carnatic
and Drauveda—innovations in his administration—separate
provision for his first wife and son at Poona—Vicious habits
of Sevajee—1he robber becomes a sovereign—Evidence of
Shahjee's intention to establish an independent government for
himself at Bangalore—is seized, and ordered to be executed—
reprieve—restoration to confidence and power—Sevajee takes
revenge on his father's enemies—is visited by his father—
Discussion of dates—Conquest of Tanjore—Sevajee's wonderful
irruption into Drauveda—incidents of that campaign—meeting
with his brother Ecco;ee for the first time—undisturbed return
to Concan. . . . . 72

CHAPTER 1V

Former exclusion and present accession of Chick Deo Raj—
Judicial astrology—means of accomplishing its predictions—
New minister—Post-Office—Spies—Vigorous but unpopular
administration—Religion of the Raja—The minister assassi-
nated by the Jungum—His successor—Policy observed in the
exterior encroachments of this reign—Remarkable purchase of
Bangalore—Farther conquests—to the north and west—and



CONTENTS xliii

east—Expedition to Trichinopoly—False policy of Aurung-
zebe in the apparent conquest and real increase of his enemies
—Abuses—and financial difficulties—A Mahratta army invades
Mysoor—Recal of the troops from Trichinopoly—Singular
victory—Emnbassy to Arungzebe—its motives and result—
The Raja assumes the dignity of being seated on a throne—
New arrangement of the departments of government—Public
conomy and order—Wealth—Extent of territory— Necessity
of allotting a separate chapter to the question of landed
property. . . . . . . 104

CHAPTER V.

Preliminary observations—The term “‘landed property " not
sufliciently distinguished from the mode of possessing it under
the feudal law—Qbjection to the employment of feudal terms—
Origin of “landed property” saccording to Menu—the
Mohammedans—the Roman lawyers—meaning attached to the
term in this work— Earliest opinions regarding the state
of landed property in India derived from the companions of
Alexander—and embassy of Megasthenes—collected by Strabo—
and Diodorus—their imperfect information—later voyagers
and travellers—sorvants of the East-India Company—authors of
" The Husbandry of Bengal ’—of " Plans for British India "—
of Digest of Hindoo law—-all deny the existence of private
landed property—R=asons of dissenting from these authorities—
Description of an Indian village or township—Kingdoms
composed of these elements—their interior constitution and
relation to the government liable to no change—examina-
tion of ancient authorities—Menu—digest—contradictions in
the commentary—examination of the text—person designated
&s proprietor —limitations regarding hereditary descent—and
public contributions—Proof of hereditary and entailed landed
property as an universal principle of Hindoo law—neither king
nor zemindar the proprietor—Amount of land-tax—objections
—viz. fines for neglecting to cultivate—and the land itself
granted by the king—answered by reference to the text of the
law and the terms of the grants—Reference to the ancient
state of landed property in other countries—Judea—Egypt—
Spartan  fables—Athens—Information doubtful regarding
Greege-—mom ample and perfect in Italy— inference from this
examination—Attempt to trace the state of landed property in
India, from the earliest periods till the present day—Conquests
—of Hindoos—Huns-Toorks—Afghans or Patans—Moguls—
interrupted by natural impediments— central regions first
over-run—Enstern and western tracts separated by precipices
and & burning climate—Examination of the latter from the



xliv CONTENTS

eastern coast at 133 north latitude, round Cape Comorin to
15 N. on the west coast—Canara—one-sixth gf the erop the
ancient land-tax—increase of 10 per cent. on its gpnquest by
a Pandian in 1259—conquest by the house of Vijeyanuggur
in 1836—Ilaw tract composed by the minister of that state
still extant—taxes conformable to Menu, and the ancient
authorities on Hindoo law—that law dexterously applied to
the calculations of the conqueror —raises the revenues 20 per
cent.—farther assessment by the rebel governors in 1618—-
Rate at which lands were then sold—hereditary rights in
land indefeasible in Canara—subsequent exactions up to and
after the conquest by Hyder in 1763—under Tippoo Sultaun
proprietors begin to discluim their property—inference from
this fact—Malabar—fabulous—and real history—landed pro-
perty of this coast perfect to a degree unexampled in any
other country ancient or modern—Travancore—eastern coast,
or Drauveda—beginning with the northern limit—conquerod
by the house of Vijeyanuggur in 1490 to 1515—by the
Mussulman states of Vijeyapoor and Goleconda in 1646—
frequent incursions under Shahjee—Sevajee—first fixed Mo-
hammedan government about 1698-—its detestable character—
these barbarians acknowledged in the very technical terms they
employ the existence of private hereditary property in land at
that time—discussions on this subject on the records of
Madrag—their result—sale of the lands—-and creation of
Zemindars in the Jageer, Salem, &c.—suspicion of the propriety
of that measure—its farther operation suspended—State of
property in Tanjore—Madura—Tinevelly, &c. &e¢.—Inferences-—
The territorial policy of Madras derived from Bengal —
Errors in the permanent settlement of that country—Inferences
from the whole. . . . . 133

CHAPTER VI.

Changes introduced by Chick Deo Raj into the condition of the
landholders—pliability of his religious principles—The land-
tax authorized by the Hindoo law uot vet exceeded—-com-
patison of past and present amount— Comparative value ot
the precious metals—curious facts shewing that the value has
not changed--Vexatious taxes intended to be commuted
for an increase ot the land-tax—consequent insurrcotion—
treacherous murder of the Jungum priests—insurrection sup-
pressed—Present state of property in Mysoor—Buttai--home
fields exempted— average assessment—land not saleable—
inference—exceptions—home fields descend as inheritance—in
the later conquests and northern tracts—property absolutely
extinguished—Death of Chick Deo Raj—conquests— State of



CONTENTS xlv

Deckan and the South—Siege and capture of Ginjee by Daood
Khan, and its consequences— Aurungzebe's distribution of
command—Kasim Khan--Foujidar— Dewan—Nabob—Revo-
tution of words and things—Carnatic Hyderabad—Vijeyapoor—
Balaghaut —Payeen Ghaut—their respective limits—neces-
sity for explaining these technical divisions to render
intelligible the future narrative—names of countries lost or
changed— Pretensions of the natives absorbed in the contests
of foreigners—Regularity and order confined to the pages of
the iinperial register—Anarchy of the country ably described
by a cotemporary author. . . . 213

CHAPTER VII.

Canty Reva Raj, son of the late Raja, born deaf and dumb—suc-
ceeds to the throne—military operations—Daood Khan called
from the two Carnatics—leaves Saadut Oolla Khan as his
Foujedar and Dewan—his campaign in Mysoor—Death of the
dumb Raja—and succession of his son Dud Kishen Raj—
Saadut Oollx suceeeds to the government of the two Carnatics,
which he retains four years—division of this command—Sera—
Arcot—Kurps—Kurnool— Savanoor Gooti—Contest for the
spoils of Mvsoor—its result— Mahratt4 invasion of Mysoor--
conquest of Maagree and Savendroog—extinction of a dynasty
which had ruled two hundred years—-character of this reign
helongs to the ministers—contemptible conduet of the Raja—
his death—state of the administration—conditional nomination
of Cham Raj as pageant king—his emancipation—new ministry
—their absurd conduct—concerted revolution —and murder of
the Raja— departure from all pretext to hereditary succession
in the choice of the next pageant, the infant Chick Kishen Raj—
Ministry—singular preparation and death of the minister
Nunjeraj—unfortunate choice of a successor of the same name —
Doast Aly Kban Nabob of Arcot invades Mysoor—defeat of
his army—Campaign of Nunjeraj in Coimbetoor—Nasir Jung
sent by his father to levy a contribution on Mysoor—" Lake of
Pearls "—Marriage of the pageant Raja—suspicious motives—
Siege of Deonhully—first scene of Hyder’s achievements—
history of his family—Mabommed Bhelole—his sons Moham-
med Ali and Weliee—remove to Sera and thence to Colar—

- Futte Mohammed, son of the former—left destitute and
protected by a stranger—early distinction as a soldier—his
first n.arriage and its issue—circumstances of his second mar-
ringe—he removes to Arcot—declines the service on a point of
etiquette—-goes to Chittoor—denth of his second wife and
marringo with her sister—returns to Sera—appointed Foujedar
of Colar—birth of Shabaz and Hyder—their father slain at



xlvi CONTENTS

Sera—plunder and destitute condition of the family—seek the
protection of their uncle Ibrahim at Bangalore—Shabaz enters
the service of the Raja of Mysoor, and is promoted—early
habits of Hyder—performs his first service at Deonhully—is
distinguished and promoted —Nasir Jung marches to Arcot
accompanied by the troops of Mysoor—circumstances leading
to this event—Saadut Oolla—Doast Aly—Sufder Ali—trea-
cherous seizure of Trichinopoly—dangerous nomination of
Chunda Saheb to be governor—desperate intrigue for his removal
—Mahratta invasion—Doast Aly slain in battle—Farther
intrigues of Sufder Ali—Conquest of Trichinopoly and capture
of Chunda Saheb by the Mahrattas—Assassination of Sufder
Ali—temporary appointment of Anwar u Deen—murder of his
reputed successor the son of Sufder Ali—Release of Chunda
Saheb—Remarkable battle of Myconda and its consequences —
Chunda Saheb and Muzzufler Jung with a French corps invade
Arcot—battle of Amboor—death of Anwar u Deen, and escupe
of Mohammed Ali to Trichinopoly—approach of Nasir Jung—
review of the pretensions of the four rival candidates—English
and French support opposite parties—Nasir Jung arrives—
dispersion of his opponents, and surrender of Muzzuffer Jung—
fresh exertions of the French—defeat of Mohammed Ali—
conspiracy of the Patan Nabobs—attack and death of Nasir
Jung—retlections on that event—Desperate fortunes of
Mohammed Ali—relieved by another revolution—State of tne
English and French interests in India—character of their
respective governors—Chunda Saheb besieges Trichinopoly—
Extraordinary talents and achievements of Mr. Clive. 239

CHAPTER VIII.

Mahommed Ali sends an embassador to the Raja of Mysoor—
nature and result of the negotiation—Army of Mysoor marches
to Trichinopoly under Nunjeraj—Major Lawrence assumes the
command ot the British troops—relieves Trichinopoly—Talents
and conduct of the opponents in this contest—Detachment
under Captain Clive—its objects and consequences—Distress
of the French and Chunda Saheb at Seringham—treacherous
capture and murder of Chunda Saheb—Reflections—Surrender
of the French—The English discover for the first time the
fraud intended by Mohammed Ali regarding Trichinopoly—
subseytiunt negotiation—English and Mohammed Ali proceed
towards Arcot—Nuunjeraj remains—nhis absurd plots for seizing
Trichinopoly —French Nabohs—Military successes of Lawrence
and Clive—Morari Row—Wavering conduct of Nunjeraj—The
English alter long indecision treat him as an enemy-—disastrous
commencement—Distress of Trichinopoly from a corrupt sale



CONTENTS xlvii

of its provisions—French operations in the Deckan—Coro-
maudel—new Nabob—Ineffectual efforts of Major Lawrence—
marches for the relief of Trichinopoly—unsuccessful attack on
the troops in Seringham—the French largely reinforced—
fearful inferiority and extraordinary vietory of Major Law-
rence—he moves towards Tanjore—returns with a large
convoy—another vietory—strange deception regarding the
convoy—exertions to obtain supplies—the French powerfully
reinforced—the English partiality —another singular victory—
Trichinopoly well stored with provisions—Major Lawrence
moves into winler quarters—Attempt to carry Trichinopoly by
surprise, and remarkable circumstances in its failure—Defec-
tion of the Raja of Tanjore—Total loss of a large English
convoy —Incident of Heri Sing and Hyder—Maphuz Khan’s
appearance and views—procrastinates and deceives—Dangerous
treachery of Major Lawrence's interpreter—its circumstances
and result—the internreter executed—Morari Row detached
from the confederacy prepares to depart—Major Lawrence's
illness—Critical action under Polier and Calliaud—The French
and their allies invade Tondiman’s woods—destroy the dyke
of the Caveri for the purpose of ruining Tanjore—Major
Lawrence moves to that country—Morari Row’s conduct—
Major Lawrence, joined by the Raja’s troops and a respectable
English reinforcement, isina condition for offensive operations —
returns to Trichinopoly—successtul action in depositing his
convoy—The French assume the defensive— Suspension of
arms and conditional treaty—causes to be explained in the
ensuing chapter. 308

CHAPTER IX.

Military operations in the province of Arcot—in Deckan—
Distinguished talents of M. Bussy—Character of Salabut Jung—
Cession to the French of the northern Circars—Views of
M. Dupleix—Negotiation with the English—broken off—
Nunjeraj also negotiates with the English—examination of the
terms which they propose—O! the nature of Indian tribute—
unjustifiable concealment of the terms from Mohammed Ali—
M. Dupleix superseded by M. Godeheu in consequence of
negotiations in Europe—Cessation of arms—Corditional treaty
—~its nugatory conditions—Nunjeraj offended—but recalled by
Deo Raj on the invasion of Mysoor by Salabut Jung, accom-
pan_ied by M. Bussy—~embarrassment of that officer in discrimi-
nating friends and enemies—besieges Seringapatam—tribute
exacted—hostages— application of these facts to the pravious
dgscnpt)on of tribute—Nunjera) arrives $0o late—reduction of
his army—aequisition of Dindigul—Hyder appointed Foujedar



xlviil CONTENTS

~his proceedings become more interesting from this period—
his sygtem of warfata and plunder—Kundé Row—Hyder's
conduct in his new government—Iludicrous qeceptlops—addrsss
and talenis—affairs at the capital—abortive designs of the
Pageant Raja—plan for removing him by poison—Dissension
of the usurpers Deo Raj and Nunjeraj—outrageous conduct of
the Iatter—secession and departure of Deo Raj—-his appropria-
tion of the revenues allotted o Hyder—Balajee Row besieges
Seringapatam—compromise by the pledge of territory—evaded
by the advice of Hyder-—his negotiation witl) Deo Raj—
facilitated by the result of g late invasion of Malabar~-Hyder
returns to Dindigul-—invades the province of Madura—is
defeated and retires—intention of returning to Madura pre-
vented by the necessity of proceeding to the capital. 373

CHAPTER X.

Mutiny of the army at the capital—Hyder procceds thither ac-
companied by Deo Raj—Reconciliation of the brothers and the
Raja—Hyder's address and popularity—pays the arrears—
Massacre of Herri Sing—Hyder receives a Jageer and assign-
ment of territory—Mahratta, invasion—capture of Cenapatam—
Hyder appointed to command the field arm y—recapture of Cena-
patam—DMilitary operations—Terms of adjustment give the
pledged districts to Hyder__Title of Behauder— Plot for com-
pelling the retirement of Nunjeraj—its singular progress and
result—Farther assignments to Hyder—Situation of Kunde
Row— Nunjeraj departs to Mysoor-—is besieged thers_result —
Raja’s second marriage—Still farther assignments to Hyder—A
French agent obtains the ajd of troops—Retrospect—M. Bu sy
with Salabut Jung besiegos Savanoor—adjustmont sthrough
Morari Row--made the protext for supplanting him —Views of
the different powers of the south_M. Buassy departs —pursued
by Salabut Jung—takes post at Hyderabad —is reinforced—-
and restored o fuvour —Situation of Nizam Alee—and Basalut
Jung—Dangerous intrigues—suppressed by M. Bussy—who
seizes the fort of Dowlutabad—Murder of Hyder Jung, M.
Bussy’s Dewan, by Nizum Aleo~-Shah-Nawaz-Khan slain—
order restored by M, Bussy-~whose situation becomes per-
fectly secure and formidable—this prosperity subverted by the
arrogance of M. Lally—who orderg M. Bussy to march to
Pondicherry—Evacuation of Dowlutabad—Depa.rture of M.
Bussy—astonishment and grief of Salabut Jung—Minor opera-
tions in Commandel—Mohammed Ali’s three brothers in open
or concealed hostility—Franch interests improve—Character
of M. Lally—creates universal disgust—Siege and capture of
Fort St. David—of Tanjore—effects of petulance and mis-



CONTENTS xlix

management—the siege raised—M. Bussy precedes his troops
—who also arrive—Nijéeb Qolla—Tripetty—Abd-ul-Wahab—
Siege of Madras—raised—Important consequences of
M. Bussy's recal from the Deckan—Capture of Masulipatam
by Colonel Forde—his treaty with Salabut Jung—Nizam Alee
supplants Basalut Jung, .who moves to the south, accompanied
by a French corps—his views and connexion—with Sunput
Row—Mahphuz Khan—Poligars of Calastri and Vencatigherry
—Negotiations with Nizam Alee—and M. Bussy. 404

CHAPTER XI.

Retrospect continued—Appointment and character of Colonel
Coote—his capture of Wandiwash—Adverse opinions «of
M. Lally and M. Bussy regarding the plan of the campaign—
Siege of Wandiwash—raised by a splendid victory—M. Lally,
pressed by the vigorous operations of Colanel Coote, applies to
Mysoor, a8 has been xalated—A detachment of Hyder under
Mukhdoom was in the intermediate and recently conquered
country of Baramahal—and is ordered to Pondicherry—terms
of his service—ococupation of Thiagar—he defeats an English
detachment—Hyder elated with his success reinforces
Mukhdoom—Plan of the Dowager, the Raja, and Kundé Row,
for Hyder's destruction—singular result—flies in the night
and deserts his family—arrives at Bangalore—recals
Mukhdoom—Accession of Fuzzul Oolla—who is defeated in
attempting Lo join Mukhdoom—Desperate state of Hyder's
affairs—relieved by an event which he could not comprehend
~its explanation—once more takes the field—is defeated by
Kundé Row—Effrontery of Hyder’s application to Nunjeraj—
who is deceived, and unites with him—Stratagem preotised on
Kundé Row—and consequent dispersion of his army—Hyder
descends to Coimbetoor—and after recovering that province
returns to Seringapatam—another stratagem completely
decisive—Despair of Kundé Row and the Raja—Negotiation—
terminates in Hyder's final usurpation of the government—
Deception regarding the fate of Kundé Row—Hyder proceeds
to Bangalore. . . . . . 454

CHAPTER XII.

Circumstances which led to the march of Basalut Jung to the
south—and induced Hyder to move to Bangalore— Basalut
Jung is foiled in the siege of Ooscota—Negotiation by which
Hyder is invested with the office of Nabob of Sera; its
ludicrous circumstances—Title of Hyder Ali Khan Behauder
—Capture of Ooscota—Hyder’s revenge for an outrage

D



CONTENTS

sustained in his infancy from Abbas Couli Khan—kindness to
his family— United armies move to Sera, and after its capture
separate—their respective motives and objects—Hyder moves
to Little Balipoor—spirited defence—Morari Row moves to its
relief—is defeated—Capitulation for the ransom of Balipoor—
broken by the Poligar, who retires to Nundidroog—Balipoor
is garrisoned by Morari Row’s troops, and carried by assault—
Hyder extends his conquests over the territory of Morari Row
—returns to Sera—receives the submission of the Poligars of
Raidroog, Harponelly, and Chittledroog—Singular impostor
from Bednore—engages Hvder to invade that country—its
description—Hyder’s proceedings and progress—conquest of
the capital—immense plunder—capture and imprisonment of
the Queen, the young Raja, and the impostor—Design of
making Bednore his capital—arrangements with that view—
Conspiracy detected—characteristic punishments—Congquest
of Soonda—Arrival of Reza Ali, the son of Chunda Saheb—
Military improvements—public etiquette—Embassies to Poona
and Hyderabad—objects and result—Designs regarding
Savanoor—invasion of that province—defeat of the Nabob—
military contribution—Hyder returns to Bednore—his general
extends his conquests to the north—Proceedings of the Peshwa
Madoo Row—his advanced corps defeated—advance of the
main army—relative force—and plans of operation—Action of
Rettehully—entrenched camp at Anawutty—Defeat of a
detachment commanded by Hyder in person—Operations
suspended by the monsoon—renewed—Madoo Row compels
Hyder to abandon his entrenched camp and fight at a
disadvantage—signal defeat—and retreat to the lines of
Bednore—discovers his injudicious choice for a capital—Peace
with Madoo Row—views of the parties regarding'its conditions
—Insurrections in the eastern provinces—detachments to quell
them—capture of the Poligar of Little Balipoor---Hyder
prepares for the conquest of Malabar—Communications with
Ali Raja, a Mohammedan chief—Notices of these Mohammed-
ans—Military character and habits of the Nairs—Hyder’s
successful progress—Negotiation with the Zamorin—deception
—Extraordinary suicide—Arrangements for securing the
conquest—moves to Coimbetoor—General insurrection in
Malabar--Hyder returns--dreadful executions—forcible emigra-
tion—apparent restoration of tranquillity—returns to Coim-
betoor—Intelligence of a confederacy of the Mahrattas, Nizam
Ali, and the English to invade Mysoor—Hyder proceeds to
Seringapatam—Death of the former Raja and succession of
his son—Harsh treatment and farther restraint—-Causes of the
war of 1767 to be explained in the ensuing chapter—Previous
observations on the treaty of Paris. 487



CONTENTS I

CHAPTER XIIIL

Consequences of the diplomatic error in the treaty of Puris—of
deriving rights from the extinct authority of the Mogul—
General Calliaud's treaty with Nizam Ali—vague, and at
variance with the views of Lord Clive—Complex views of the
parties in «he war which ensued—Hyder’s plan of defence by
the aesolation of his own couutry—discussed— Description of
reservoirs peculiar to the south of India—Mahrattas not arrest-
ed—capture Sera—Defection of Meer Saheb—Hyder attempts
negotiation—Amusing specimen of Indian diplomacy—succeeds
in purchasing the retreat of the Mahrattas—General Smith and
Nizam Ali advance to co-operate with the Mahrattas against
Hyder—tind themselves over-reached and ridiculed—continue
to advance—Nizam Ali's secret negotiations with Hyder—
Open mockery of the English—General Smith retires towards
his own frontier—Hyder relieves himself from the domestic
danger of the intrigues of Nunjeraj—Singular generosity of
Nizam Ali before uniting with Hyder against the English—
Hostile operations of the English in Baramahal —Capture of
pumerous places of little importance. 541

CHAPTER XIV.

Hyder and Nizam Ali descend the ghauts—operations—carry off
the cattle of the army— Hydor takes Caveripatam—Smith
moves to join Wood—followed by Hyder —Battle of Changama
—8mith, although victorious, retires to Trinomalee—Allies
recriminate—Smith in distress for food—Council of war dec-
lares the necessity for going into cantonment—prohibited by
the government—Various mancmuvres—Decisive victory of
Trinomalee. 568

CHAPTER XV.

Mutual crimination and reconcilation of the Allies—Smith goes
Into cantonments—Hyder takes the field in consequence—re-
takes Tripatore and Vaniambaddy—besieges Amboor-—Excellent
defence of Captain Calvert—Singular incident aseribed to
supernatural agency—Relieved by Colonel Smith—who pursues
Hyder—Affair of Vaniambaddy—Junction with Colonel Wood
—Hyder occupies a fortified position at Caveripatam—Maphuz
Khan—close of his political carser—Hyder's attack of the con-
voy under Major Fitzgerald—Personal efforts and disappoint-
ment—Attack of Nizam Ali's dominions, by troops from
Bengal—detaches him from his alliance with Hyder—Treaty
of 1768. between the English and Nizam Ali—discussed and
condemned—Hyder, at the same time, moves his whole forcs



lii CONTENTS

to the western coast to oppose a diversion from Bombay,
which takes Mangalore, HonAver, &c. with the fieet—Hyder’s
plan of operation—Eany re-capture of the English conquests—
Punishment of the inbabitants who aided the English—
Deceitful compromise with the chiefs of Malabar—Returns to
the eastward. . . . . . 588

CHAPTER XVI.

Character of General Smith—view of the several plans of military
operation, proposed by him and his government—Success of
Colonel Wood tc the southward—Military faalts—General
Smith takes Kistnagherry—accompanied by field deputies—
Mahommed Ali, and the Chevalier St. Lubin—Defective in-
telligence— Axcends the pass of Boodicota—Mulwagul taken by
the bold stratagem ot Captain Matthews—Colar surrenders—
Baugloor—Qossoor, &c.—Ignorant plans of Mahommed Ali—
Junction of Morari Row—Secene of uperations the former
dominions of Shahjee—Hyder's unsuccessful attack on the
camp at Ooscota—Singular defence of Morari Row—Hyder’s
plans— Approach of Colonel Wood from the southward—Move-
ments in consequence— Designs of Hyder, and Smith’s counter-
project—both marrgd by Wood— Subscquent movements —
Hyder to Goorumconda—Keconciliation with Meer Saheb—-
reviews his own situation—offers peace—and great sacrifices
for its attainment—Failure of the negotiations, from, the un-
reasonable expectations of the English ani Mahommed Ali—
Battle of Mulwagul—Remarkable stratagem of Captain Brooke
—General Smith at length speaks out regarding his incuwb-
rances—Mahommed Ali and the field deputies—who are
attackeg in Colar—Alarmed, and return to Madras—Indirect
re-call of General Smith—His plan of future operations—Re-
cantation of the Madras Government, regarding the Nabob
and deputies—Colonel Wood's division reinforced—moves for
the relief of Oossoor, while the remainder of the army, under
Major Fitzgerald, covers the departure of the deputies—Oossoor
imperfectly relieved—Disaster at Baugloor—Retreat of Colonel
Wood, attacked by Hyder—relieved by Major Fitzgerald, who
represents his incapacity—Woad ordered in arrest to Madras.

612

CHAPTER XVIL

Hyder's General, Fuzzul Oolla Khan, descends from Seringa-
patam to Coimbetoor—Hls success over the unmilitary dis-
positions of the English—Interesting anecdote of Serjeant
Hoskan—Gujelbutty—Orton, provincial commander, retires to
Eroad—Treachery at Coimbetoor, &c.—Captain Johnson at



CONTENTS liii

Darapoor—Bryant at Palgaut—Singular retreat round Cape
Comorin—Faisan at Caveripoor—holds out——The minor posts
tall—Hyder descends the pass of Policode into Baramahal—
and turns towards Coimbetoor by the pass of Topoor—Govern-
ment of Macras awakes from its dream of conquest—Corps of
Major Fitzgerald follows Hyder from Mysoor—Places fall to
Hyder in rapid succession—Eitzgerald’s reasons for inclining
towards Trichinopoly——Hyder towards Eroad—takes Caroor—
destroys the corps under Nixon—appears before Eroad--Strange
conduct of Ortan—Surrender of Eroad—ana of Caveriporam—
Breach of capitulation—justified as retaliation for a breach of
parole—Reflections on that transaction-—Hyder desolates the
country to the east—Military contribution on Tanjore—Major
Fitzgerald, as usual, in waut of food—Contrasted conduct
of the belligerents—Attempt at negotiation through Captain
Brooke-—Statesman-like conversation of Hyder—Mission of Mr.
Andrews in consequence—Cessation of hostilities for twelve
days—Resumption of ..ostilities—Smith in command—Hyder
frequently embarrassed by the superior skill of his opponent—
sends to the westward the mass of his army—and suddenly
appears at the gates of Madras with cavalry alone—Mr. Du
Pre sent out to negotiate—Smith orders Lang to attack
Hyder's army when entangled in the pass—himself following
Hyder in person—stopped by the positive orders of his Govern-
ment—Negotiation and treaty of 1769—discussed—Short
review of the conduct of the war. 655

CHAPTER XVIIIL

Hyder, after a short repose at Bangalore, makes a tour, for the
purpose of levying contributiors to the N. E., N., and, N. W —
Beaten off from Bellari—Conjectures regarding the secret treaty
between Hyder and Nizam Ali—Invasion of Madoo Row—
Hyder retires to Seringapatam—attempts negotiation without
success——-Observations on Mahratta claims—Reza Ali—the
destined Nabob of Arcot—and one of Hyder's envoys—aban-
dons his service, and remains with MAdoo Row —Designs of that
chief—reduces the range of N. E. forts—Resistance at the
obscure fort of Nidjgul—which is at length carried—Anecdote
of the commandant—Madoo Row taken ill,.returns to Poona—
leaving the army under Trimbuc Mama—who takes Goorum-
conda—and returns to the western part of Mysoor—Destruction
of & detachment from Bangalore—Hyder takes the field—
position near Savendy Droog—Trimbuc Mama declines to
abtempt it—moves across his front to the west—Hyder moves
to the strong position of Milgota—in which he is invested—
attempts a retreat to Seringapatam—Drunkenness—savage

D*



liv CONTENTS
conduct to his son—his army entirely destroyed at C’bercooli_—
Escape of Hyder—of Tippoo in disguise—Curious appendix,
illustrative of the characters of Hyder and Tippoo—Curious
surgical incident—Conduct of Fuzzil Oolla Khan—Errors of
the Mahrattas—Hyder recovers the panic—ventures on two
detachments from Seringapatam—Tippoo to Bednore sucnreds
—Mahommed Ali to Periapatam compelled to return after a
severe conflict, and murdering his own prisoners—Minor
operations omitted—Peace of 1772—gives to the Fnglish the
contact of a Mahratta frontier, in return for their infraction of
their last treaty with Hyder Murder of the pageant Raja—
Successor—Horrible exactions—Base ingratitude to Fuzzul
Oolla Khan—Rapacity proportioned to insecurity. 683

CHAPTER XIX.

Death of Madoo Row—Conjuncture favourable to Hyder—
Invasion of Coorg—Decapitation: -Conquest—-Detachment
descends to Calicut— Rapid restoration of authority in Malabar
—Tippoo’s operations to the north—entirely successful—
recovers all he had lost by the Mahratta treaty—Ragoba
moves against him—met by a negotiator, who succeeds in
consequence of unexpected events at Poona—Treaty with
Ragoba—Insurrection in Coorg—quelled by a movement of his
whole army—Death of the pageant Cham Raj—Ridiculous
ceremony of choosing a successor—Embassy to Kurreem
Khan—Obtains a corps of Persians—His opinion of the
specimen—Their extinction—Rapid march to Belliri—Its
causes and result—Defeat~ Nizam Ali’s besieging army—and
takes the place for himself—Goes against Gooty—Siege—
Obstinzte defence of Moriri Row—Treaty—broken off by the
imprudent disclosures of the negotiator—Unconditionsl sur-
render—plunder—Fate of Morari Row—Ragoba, a fugitive from
the Mahratta territory, concludes a treaty with Bombay,
1775—annulled by the Government of Bengal-—who conclude
a new treaty through Colonel Upton, 1776—Remarks—Re-
newed treaty with Ragoba, in 1778—In consequence nt the
first. Ragoba invites Hyder to advance, and in 1776, he invades
8svanoor—occupies one balf—interrupted by the monsoon—
returns to Seringapatam—Fiscal measures. 710

CHAPTER XX.

Union of Nizam Ali and -the ministerial party at Poona, against
Ragoba and Hyder—A corps of Mahrattas invades Savanoor—
is attacked and defeated by Hyder’s general, Mahommed Ali—
Main armies advance in two separate bodies, by the distant



CONTENTS Iv

points of S8avanoor and Rachoor—first, under Perseram Bhow,
retires after some timid skirmishing—-second, Nizam Ali’s
bought of—and Hyder for the present relieved from appre-
hension—8iege of Chittledroog—Characteristic defence—
Composition settled and partly paid—when Hyder hears of the
advance of the whole Mahratta army, under Hurry Punt, for
the relief of the place—destroys his batteri¢s and trenches—
marches off and orders the Poligar to follow his standard—he
hesitates and disobeys—Battle of Rarivee—Defection of
Manajee Pincria—Defeat of the Mahrattas—Backwardness of
Ibrahim, the general of Nizam Ali—Hyder pursues the
Mahrattas—reduces the whole territory south of the Kistna,
conformably to his arrangements with Ragoba—returns to the
south—resumes the siege of Chittledroog—Surrender of the
place—History and character of the new gavernor—Hyder
sweeps off the inhabitants, and forms the foundation of his
Janissaries—Hyder marches against Kurpa—Retreat and
surrender of the Kurpa cavalry—Singular attempt of eighty
prisoners to assassinate Hyder in the midst of his army—
Surrender of the Chief of Kurpa— conditions—subsequent
destruction of the males of the family--Character of Hyder’s
amorous propensities—Refusal and subsequent assent of the
beautiful daughter of this chief—Meer Saheb entrusted with
the new conquest—Hyder returns to the capital-—Revision of
civil administration—finance— police—cruel, ignorant, and un-
grateful exactions—Apajee Ram—The bankers—Embassy to
Delhi—Monsieur Lally’s corps—anecdote—system of military
payments—Double treaty of marriage with the Nabob of
Savanoor—Embassy from Poona—negotiation, explanatory of
the union of Hyder with the Mahrattas against the English.

730

CHAPTER XXI.

Retrospect of Hyder's relations with the English, since 1769—
Disgraceful intrigues of Mahommed Ali in England—Direct
negotiation with the ministry—who send out Sir John Lindsay
as embassador—Unites in Mahommed Ali's views for the
infraction of the treaty with Hyder—Error of the treaty of
.1769 now practically discovered in 1770—Discussions regard-
ing Tanjore--siege of that place in 1771—Trimbuec Mama
threatens to relieve it—bought off by Mahommed Ali—and sold
to both parties—Mahommed Ali fabricates & mock Mahratta
Invasion—Deception unveiled—Strange proceedings of the royal
negotiator—Able statement of the nature of the English con-
nexion with Mahommed Ali—Proposal of the Mahrattas in
1771, to unite with Hyder for the conquest of the South and
East—Manly and candid avowals of Hyder to the English—



Ivi CONTENTS

His most advantageous offers rejected—through the influence
of Mahommed Ali—Hyder’s unfavouiable treaty with the
Mahrattas in 1772—the consequence of his adherance to these
political principles—Tanjore taken by the English in 1773—
Hyder's embassy to Madras—renews his offers of alliance—
again frustrated by Mahommed Ali—Resentment of the
Mahrattas for the capture of Tanjore—Mahommed Ali sends
an embassy to Hyder—a mere mockery—they are dismissed in
1775 with an explicit intimation of Hyder's sentiments—
Mahommed Ali occupies and improves the fottress of Tanjore
—raises an army—determines on resistance to the orders for
its pestitution—fails when the time arrivea—restored to the
Raja by Lord Pigot in 1776—cabal of private creditors, and
Mahommed Ali obtains the revolutionary arrest of Lord Pigot
in the same year—durst not proveed the meditated tength of
restoring Tanjore—English connexioms with the Mahrattas—
Colonel Upton's treaty of 1776~ Ragoba—Designs of the
French connexion with Hyder—with Poona through Mr. St.
Lubin, 1777—A party at Poona propose to restote Ragoba—
consequent treaty of Bombay--confirmed by Mr. Hastings—
correct and enlarged views of that statesman_—Diplomatic and
military measures, 1778—Desigos of the French—discovered—
and anticipated—Tavdy and weak measures at Bombay—Field
deputies—Army advances—is foiled—Convention of Wargaum
—disavowed by the Governor of Bombay—Army under
Goddard crosses to Surat—Ministerial party at Pooms make
advances for peace, 1779—and avow their design of tharching
against Hyder—Escape of Ragobs to General Goddard,
changes their politics, and makes them unite with Hyder as
above related—Relationd with Nizam Ali—Guntoor Bircar and
Baziluv Jung—Erroneous views in the connexion of Madras
with that chief—March a corps to join him—opposed by
Hyder—Returns—Resentment of Nizam Ali-—appeased by the
wise measures of Mr. Hastiugs—Return from digression—
Correspondence of Hyder with Madras in 1778—evades
negotiation-~English ut length desirous of a treaty with
Hyder—but the period hed passed away—Capture of Pondi
cherry stated—that of Mahe announced, 1779~ Hyder explicitly
avows hostility in that event—Maihé with Hyder's colours
displayed with those of the French, falls—Hyder's open
declarations of intended bostility— Mission of Schwartz to
Hyder—Btrange wystery never explained—Mission of Mr.
Grey—Negotistion fails—Reiterated hostile declarations of
Hyder—Torpor at Madras—roused by the invasion. 764



LIST OF SOME OF THE WORKS
CONSULTED

Vincent A. Smith: The Early History of India, from 600
B.C. to the Muhammadan conquess, including the invasion of
Alexander the Great. Oxford, 1908.

The Ozford Student’s History of India. Oxford, 1908.

Colonel Henry Yule, R.E., C.B., and H. C. Burnell, PB.D,,
C.LE.: Hobson Jobson, a glossary of colloquial Anglo-Indian
words and phrases, etc. London, 1903.

Manual of the Administration of the Madras Presidency :
Three vols. Government Press, Madras, 1893.

B. Lewis Rice, C.I.E., M.R.A.8.: Mysore, u Gazetteer compiled
for Government. Westminster, 1897.

Robert Sewell : 4 Forgotten Empire (Vijayanagar). London,
1900.

B. Surya Narain Row: A History of Vijayanagar, the Never
to be Forgotten Empire. Madras, 1905.

S. Krishnaswamy 'Ayyangar : Sources of Vijayanagar His-
tory. Madras, 1919.

Abbé J. A. Dubois : Hindu Manners, Customs and Ceremontes.
Translated by H. K. Beauchamp. Oxford, 1897.

Colonel H. D. Love: Vestiges of Old Madras, 1640-1800.
London, 1913.

R. Orme : Historical Fragments of the Mogul Empire, of the
Morattors and of the English Concerns in Indostan. London, 1805.

R.Orme: A History of the Military Transactions of the British
Nation in Indostan from the Year 1745 London, 1763-1778.

J. C. Grant Duff: A4 History of the Mahrattas. Edited by
S. M. Edwards, c.8.., ¢ v.0. Oxford, 1921.

H. H. Wilson: Glossary of Judicial and Revenue Terms,
etc. London, 1855.

J. Sarkar: Shivaji and His Times. Calcutta, 1919,

Anquetil du Perron: L'Inde en Rapport avec L'Europe.
Paris, 1798,

lvii



lviii LIST OF SOME WORKS CONSULTED

G. Jouveau Dubreuil : Archéologie du Sud de 'Inde. Paris,
1914.

A. A. Macdonell : A4 History of Sanskrit Luterature. London,
1900.

Colonel H. D. Love: Reports on the Palk Manuscripts.
London, 1922.

M. G. Ranade: Rise of the Mahratia Power. Bombay, 1900.

Sir J. F. Price : The Private Diary of Anande Ranga Pillai,
Dubash to Joseph Frangois Duvleiz. Madras, 1904.

R. Orme : Manuscripts. Successton of the Nabobs i the Car-
natic.

Journal of the Asiatic Society, Bengal, Vol. 1898. Calcutta.

H. Dodwell : Dupleix and Clive, the Beginning of Empire.
London, 1920.

Sir John Fortescue: History of the British Army, Vol. II.
London.

C. P. Brown: Telugu-English Dictionary. Madras, 1852,
Sir George W. Forrest : The Life of Lord Clive. London, 1918.

S. C. Hill: Yusuf Khan, the Rebel Commandant. liondon,
1914.

Extract from Milstary Sundries, Vol. I No. 3. Madras.
Exzxtract from Military Sundries, Vol. I, No. 8. Madras.

Memoires sur quelques Affaires de I Empire Mogul. Edited
by A. Martineau. Paris, 1913.

Anquetil du Perron: Recherches Historiques et Géographiques
sur l'Inde. Berlin, 1786-87.

District Manual of the Sulem District. Madras, 1883.
Colonel W. Miles : The History of Hydur Na:k, etc. London.
42,

H.C. Wylly: Life of Lieutenant-General Sir Eyre Coote,
K.B. Oxford, 1922.

W. J. Sollas : Ancient Hunters. London.

James Mill : The History of Brutish India. London, 1817.
The Imperial Gazetteer of India. Oxford, 1909.

P. F. Fyson: A Botany for India. Madras, 1912,

Capt. F. Robson: The Life of Hyder Ally. London, 1786.

Colonel W. J. Wilson : History of the Madras Army. Madras,
1888-89.

P. H. Stanhope: Genuine Memoirs of Asiaticus. London, 1785.



LIST OF SOME WORKS CONSULTED iz

L. B. Bowring : Haider Ali and Tippu Sultan. Oxford, 1893.

Sir H. Verney Lovett: India—The Nations of To-day.
London, 1923.

G. W. Forrest: Bombay. Index to State Papers, Marathi
Series, Vol. I.  1899.

Bombay Gazetteer, 1877.

E. A. Rumbold : A4 Vindication of the Character and Admi-
nistration of Sir T. Rumbold, Governor of Madras, 1778-80.
London, 1868.

John Barrow: Some Account of the Public Life and a
Selection from the Unpublished Writings of the Earl of Macartney.
London, 1807.

Capt. Innes Munro : 4 Narrative of the Military Operatsons
on the Coromandel Coast, 1780-84. London, 1789.

Selection from the State Papers of the Goovernors-General of
India. Vol. II. Londgn, 1910.

G. R. Gleig: The Lifeof Major-General Sir Thomas Munro.
London, 1830.

Capt. E. Buckle: Memoir of the Services of the Bengal
Artillery. London, 1852.

Alfred Spencer : Memoirs of William Hickey. London, 1919,

J. Michaud: Histoire du Progrés et ds lo Chute de I' Empire
de Mysore sous les régnes d'Hyder Aly et Tippoo Saib., Paris,
1801-9.

C. W. Aitchison : A4 Collection of Treaties, Engagements,
and Sunnuds relating to India and Neighbouring Countries.
Calcutta, 1876.

G. Watts A Dictionary of the Ecomomic Products of
India. Calcutta, 1885.

Major Dirom: A Narrative of the Campaign in India,
whach terminated the War with Tippoo Sultan in 1792. London,
1793.

Lieut. E. Moor: Narralive of the Operations of Captain
Little’s Detachment and of the Mahratta Army during the Late
Confederacy in India against Tippoo Sultaun. Tondon, 1794.

A Sketch of the War with Tippoo Sultaun. Caleutta, 1793.
Sir J. A. Maleolm: A Sketch of the- Political History of

India, from the Introduction of Mr. Pitt's Bill, A.D. 1764, to the
Present Date. London, 1816.

Col. W. Kirkpatrick : Select Letters of Tippoo Sultan.
London, 1811.



Ix LIST OF SOME WORKS OONSULTED

Hon. C. Greville: British India Analyzed. London, 1795.

B. Crisp. The Mysorean Revenue Regulations. Translated
from the Persian. Calecutta, 1792.

Col. V. Blacker: Memoirs of the Operations of the British
Army in India during the Mahratta War, 1817-19. London,
1821.

S. J. Owen: A Selection from the Despatches, Treaties, and
other Papers of the Marquess Wellesley. Oxford, 1877,

Col. A. Beatson: A View of the Origin and Conduct of the
War with Tippoo Sultaun. London, 1800.

Correspondence and Procesdings Relatsve to the Draft of 177
of the Season 1806-7 Ordering a Resmbursement to Magor Thomas
Hart, etc. London, 1816.



e Central Library,
Gorvt. of Wast Bengal,
86-A, 3. 1. Rosd, Caicusta-T00809

CHAPTER 1.

Describing Early Events in the South of India
up to 1563,

Reflections on the vmaginary happiness of the early
ages—Progress of conquest, revolution, and decay
among uncivilized nations—No pretension to
antiquity among the ruling families of the Indian
peninsula—State of that country when the Hindoo
dynasty of Mysoor began to emerge from obscur-
ity—Sketch of its former geography— First trrup-
tion of the Mohammedans to the south of the
river Taptee—to the south of the river Kistna—
Plunder of the capital of Carnatic—its interest-
ing ruins—Ezxtent of that empire—Its final des-
truction—Origin of the empire of Vijeyanuggur
—its second dynasty—Conquests—Causes of its
rapid increase—Rebellion of the Mussulman
chiefs of the Decan, and establishment of an
independent sovereignty at Calburga— Efforts of
the dethroned Prince of Warankul the ally of
Vijeyanuggur—Disunion of the Mohammedans
of Decan, and separation into five distinct govern-
ments— Patan empire of Hindostan invaded by
the Moguls at the exact time that Vasco de Gama
doubled the Cape of Good Hope—Confederacy of
the five princes of Decan, and fall of the empire
of Vijeyanuggur—=State of that empire during its
decline—Reflections on the despotism of the East.

THE golden age of India, like that of other regions,

belongs exclusively to the poet. In the sober
investigation of facts, this imaginary @ra recedes still
farther and farther at every stage of the enquiry: and
all that we find is still the empty-praise of the ages
which have passed.
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It must not be denied, that a distant view of
the miseries attendant on the half-savage state is
relieved on a closer examination by a multitude of
minuate traits in the manners and habits of a people,
which break the force of despotism, or partially
compensate, by a spirit of rude but manly independ-
ence, for the evils which that spirit must encounter.
But if the comparative happiness of mankind in
different ages be measured by 1ts only true and rational
standard, namely, the degree of peace and security
which they shall be found collectively and individually
to possess, we shall certainly discover, in every suc-
cessive step towards remote antiquity, a larger share
of wretchedness to have been the portion of the human
race. If the savage of early times can boast of any
real superiority, 1t is in his exemption from that
querulous spint which distingoishes modern civi-
lization; it is in the happy but universal error
peculiar to his character, that his state, and his alone,
is wisest, happiest, and best.

The force of these observations, general in their
nature, is perhaps more strongly marked in the history
of India than of any other region of the earth. At
periods long antecedent to the Mohammedan inva-
sion, wars, revolutions, and conquests seem to have
followed each other, in a succession more strangely
complex, rapid, and destructive, as the events more
deeply recede into the gloom of antiquity.

The rude valour which had achieved a conquest,
was seldom combined with the sagacity requisite for
interior rule; and the fabric of the conquered state,
shaken by the rupture of its ancient bonds, and the
substitution of instruments clumsy, unapt, and mis-
applied, either fell to sudden ruin, or gradually
dissolved. If the energies of a new dynasty some-
times preserved, for a few generations, the semblance
of wisdom and vigour, still the imperceptible conse-
quences of wealth, by relaxing its force, subverting
the allegiance of its subjects and dependent chiefs, or
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inciting the cupidity of its neighbours, had already
undermined the tottering state when it appeared to
have attained its highest prosperity.

Whether these revolutions were produced by a
sudden or a gradual dissolution of the former govern-
ment, the consequences were nearly the same. Almost
every village became a separate state, in constant
warfare with its neighbours; the braver and more
fortunate chiefs enlarging their boundaries, and
augmnenting their force ; and thus proceeding by rapid
strides to the ercction of new dynasties.

From causes resembling those which have been
thus slightly sketched. there is perhaps not one ruling
family in the south of India that has the least
pretension to any considerable antiquity; bub che
difficulty of tracing their origin is not diminished in
proportion to its distance from those remote periods
which bury all the tribes of the earth in a common
darkness. The insignificance of the rulers contributes
in this case equally with the lapse of time to that
obscurity which hangs over the early history of every
people.

In attempting to trace in an intelligible manner
the rise and progress of one of these dynasties, whose
later history, and that of its Mohammedan subverters,
1s inseparably connected with the transactions of the
British nation in India; it will be necessary to
present a sketch, however imperfect, of the state of
the sonth of India, about the period when that
dynasty began to emerge from obscurity.

The name of Deckan,' Detchin, or South, was

! Deckan.—(Dakshina, Sanskrit), means south; properly,
India south of the Virdhya range, the Peninsula of the English.
'I“a.ken in this sense, it comprehends the valley of the Narbada
river, the narrow tract of low land forming a belt round the coast
of the Peninsula and the vast expanse of triangular table-land,
which, restiug on each side upon the Eastern and Western Ghauts
1S supported at its base by the sub-Vindhyan range termed the
Sutpura mountains. (Madras Manual of Administration.)

It is often used to mean the high table-land south of the
WH ¥
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formerly applied by Hindoo geographers to the whole
of those countries which are situated to the south of
the river Nermudda or Nerbudda; but the fixed
possessions of the Mohammedans having for many
centuries after their invasion of the Deckan extended
no farther south than the river Kistna, the term
Deckan came to signify, in Hindostan, the countries
situated between those two rivers only: and such is
the popular acceptation of its southern limit at the
present day. For the convenience of distinguishing
this tract from the more southern regions, this is the
sense in which it is proposed to apply the term
Deckan in the course of this work; and whenever
“the south of India” shall be mentioned, it is
intended (unless otherwise explained) to describe the
regions situated to the south of the river Kistna.

With the exception of the low countries forming
the northern extremity of the Deckan, which we
shall have little occasion to discuss, the great
geographical featufe of these united regions of the
south is a central eminence, elevated from 3,000 to
5,000 feet above the level of the sea, separated by
wild, abrupt, and mountainous declivities, from the
low flat countries to the east and west, which form a
belt of small but unequal breadth between the hills
and the ocean. This central eminence is usually
named the Balaghaut," and the lower belt the Payeen
Ghaut*: words which respectively signify the countries
above and below the passes of the mountains.

Kistna river—the southern part of India, the Peninsula, and es-
pecially the table-land between the Eastern and Western Ghauts.
It is opposed to the Concan on the west and the Carnatic on the
south-east and south.

! Balaghaut—From (bala above, and ghaut hill): the
country above any mountain passes—highlands as opposed to
lowlands; the latter being Talaghaut or Payeenghaut. The term
was specially applied formerly to elevated country from the Tunga-
budra and Kistna rivers in the north to the extremity ot Mysore in
the o‘pposite direction. (Madras Manual of Administration.)

Payeen Ghaut.—The country on the coast below the
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Identity of language may safely be admitted to
prove identity of origin; and in the absence of more
direct evidence constitutes a criterion of political
union, less liable to change from the influence of
time than any other test that can be proposed.

The ancient divisions of the country may accord-
ingly be traced with greater probability by the present
limits of the spoken languages than by any other
guide which is easily accessible; and the names of
countries have undergone such extraordinary changes,
that some confusion may be avoided by briefly
adverting to their ancient designations.

The principality which in later times hag been
named from the obscure village of Mysoor, was
the south-western portion of the ancient Carnatic,’

ghauts or passes leading up to the table-land of the Deccan. It
was applied usually on the west coast, but the expression
Carnatic Payeenghaut is also pretty frequent, as applied to the low
country of Madras, on the east side of the Peninsula. From
Hind. and Mahr. ghat, combined with the Persian pain, below
(Hobson Jobson.)

! Carnatic.—A word used in various senses : Karnataka and
Karnataka Senskrit adjective forms from Karnita or Karnata
(Tamil kar black, and nadu country). The name is proper-
ly synonymous with Canara, which is apparently a corruption of
the word Karnataka. In " Passages on this coast from the primo
September 1641, to the primo September 1642,” in the case of g
murder at Madras, the Naick, it is said, would have disposed
of the case “ according to the rustome of Karnatte.” In a letter
from Fort St. George to the Hon'ble Conipany dated 20th
September 1649, the writers say, “if your worshipps are
resolved absolutely to leave #his trade of Karnatt.” In the same
lotter the expression “ Government of Karnatt * clearly refers to
the country under the ** Ram of Vijanagar.” In a letter dated 4th
January 1642/3, the servants report that “the old Kinge of
Karnatt being dead . LT

In a letter dated 17th January 1650/1 Littleton, who had visit-
ed Mir Jumlah, the Nawab of Golcondsa, says: “ Alsoe he hath
conquered and subjugated the major part of the kingdome of the
Carnatta.” Orme says " The Carnatic is one of the most
considerable Nabobships dependent on the Soubah of the Decan :
from its capital it is likswise named the Province of Arcot ; but its
present limits are greatly inferior to those whick bounded the
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frequently named also the country of Canara, or the
country in which the Canara language was spoken.
According to this eriterion, the northern limits of
that extensive region commenced near the town
of Beder * in the latitude of 18° 45’ N., about 60 miles
N.W. from Hyderabad ; following the course of this
language to the S.E., it is found to be limited by a
waving line which nearly touches Adwanee (Adoni),
winds to the west of Gooti, skirts the town of
Anantapoor, and passing exactly through Nundi-
droog, touches the range of Eastern Ghauts; thence
pursuing their southern course to the mountainous
pass of Gujjelhutty,’ it continues to follow the ab-
rupt turn caused by the great chasm of the west-

ancient Carnatic before it was conquered by the great Mogul ;
for we do not find that the Nabobs of Arcot have ever extended
their authority beyond the river Gondegama (Gundakamma) to
the north, the great chain of the mountains to the west, and the
borders of Tritchinopoly, Tanjore and Mysore to the south. The
sea bounds it to the east.” (Orme: History of the Indostan, Vol. I,
p. 87.) This word in native use, according to Bishop Caldwell,
denoted the Telegu and Canarese people and their language, but
in process of time became specially the appellation of the people
speaking Oanarese and their language. (Dravidian Grammar,
9nd edition, Tntroduction, p. 34.) The Mohammedans on their
arrival in Southern India found a region which embraces Mysore
and part of Telingana (in fact the kingdom of Vijayanagara) called
the Karnataks country, and this was identical in application
(and probably in etymology) with the Canara country of the
older Portuguese writers. The Karnataka became extended,
especially in connection with the rule of the Nabobs of Arcot, who
partially occupied the Vijayanagara territory, and were known as
Nawabs of the Karndtaka, to the country below the ghauts, on the
eastern side of the Peninsula, just as the other form Canara had
become extended to the country below the Western Ghauts; and
eventually among the English the term Carnalic came to be
understood in a sense more or less restricted to the eastern low
country, though never quite so absolutely as Canara has become
restricted to the western low country. (Hobson Jobson.)

! Beder—Bidar, capital town of a district in Hyderabad of
the same name.

2 Gujselhutty.—Gajalhatti, on the Moyar Valley, north-west
of Satyamangalam in Coimbatore District, Madras.
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ern hills, between the towns of Coimbetoor, Palatchi,
and Palgaut ; and sweeping to the N.W. skirts the
edges of the precipitous Western Ghauts,’ nearly as
far north as the sources of the Kistna ; whence follow-
ing first an eastern and afterwards a north-eastern
course, it terminates in rather an acute angle near
Beder, already described as its northern limit.

‘From Beder the Mahratta language is spread over
the whole country to the north-westward of the
Canara, and of a line, which passing considerably to
the eastward of Dowletabad,” forms an irregular
sweep until it touches the Tapti, and follows the
course of that river to the western sea, on which the
district of Sedashegur,® in North Canara, forms its
soutbern limit.

In the geographical tables of the Hindoos, the
name of Maharashtra,* and, by contraction, Mahratta

"It would be perhaps more accurate to add after the
words ' Western Ghauts,” “ to a point about opposite Mangalore,
whence it follows the coast line to Carwar, and again goes with
the ghauts- ”  (Rice: Mysore, Vol. 1, p. 489.)

¢ Dowletabad.—Danlatabad, north-west of Aurangabad in
the north-west of Hyderabad State.

3 Sedashegyr.—North Canara. Sadashivgarh, a fort built
on the north side of the Kalinadi river, where it runs into the
sea, & short distance north of Karwar. The village in which
Badashivgarh is situated is called Chitakal. The fort was built
by Basiva Ling, & Sonda Chief {1697-1745) probably in the year
1718. The fort is 230 feet high and contains a rest house. The
people below tho ghauts, between the ghauts and the mouth of
the river speak either Konkani or Canarese; but generally
speaking it is fairly accurate to say that Sadashivgarh forms the
southern limit of the Mahratta language.

* Maharashtra—Hind. Marhatd, Marhatts, Marhats (Mar-
hati, Marahti. Marhaiti) and Mardthi: the name of a famous
Hindu race, from the old Sanskrit name of their country, Maha-
rishtrd  “ Magna Regio.” On the other hand H. A. Acworth
(Ballads of the Marathas, Introduction, vi) derives the word from a
tribal name rathi or ratha, * chariot fighters,” from rath a chariot,
thus Maha-rathd means a great warrior. This was transferred to
the country and finally Sanskritised into Mahd-rdshtrd. Again
some authorities (Wilson: Indian Caste, i, 48; Baden Powell:



8

dasum (or country), seems to have been more parti-
cularly appropriated to the eastern portion of this
great region, including Baglana,' part of Berar and
Candeish : the western was known by its present name
of Concan.?

The Telinga,* formerly called the Kalinga,
language occupies the space to the eastward of
the Mahratta, from near Cicacole, its northern, to
within a few miles of Pulicat, its southern boundary,
with the intervention, however, in a stripe of small
dimension, of the savage Tongue of the Goands.®
. This space was divided into the Andra* and Kalinga®

J. R. As. Soc., 1897, p. 249 note) prefer to derive the word from
the Mahdar or Mahdr, a once numerous and dominant race.
(Hobson Jobson.)

! Baglana.—Baglana, & smau principality in the hills near
Nasik, Bombay Presidency, was annexed by Aurangzeb, when
Viceroy of the Decean in 1636.

2 Concan.—Sanskrit Konkana, Tamil Konkanam: the
former in the Pauranic lists the name of a people. Hind.
Konkan and Kokan, the low country of Western India between
the ghauts and the sea, extending roughly spesking from Goa
northwards to Guzerat.

* That whieh, apparently by & strange modification of the
term Gentile, Europeans have thought proper to name Gentoo, a
word unknown to the Indians.

3 Goands.—The Gonds, & non-Aryan people of Central India,
were probably confused by Wilks with the Khonds, an aboriginal
tribe, who occupy the eastern parts of the Central Provinces, or
the northern hill distriots of the Madras Presidency.

4 Andra.— The Andhra protected State existed bevween the
Krishna and Godaveri rivers. It grew into a powerful kingdom.
The dynasty began about 220 B.C., after the disruption of the
Asoka Empire. The dynasty passed away about 226 A.D.
(V. A. 8mith: Early History of India including Alezander's Cam-
pasigns, pp., 193-7.)

$ Kalinga.—Originally & kingdom on the coast of the Bay
of Bengal from the Mahanadi to the Godaveri annexed by Asoka,
261 B.C., and governed by a Viceroy at Tosali, the exact position
of which has not been ascertsined. Hiuen Tsang, the Chinese
pitgrim, 657 A.D., wrote: “In old days the kingdem of Kalinga
had a very dense population. Their shoulders rubbed one with
the other, and the axles of their chariot wheels grinded together,
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dasums, or countries; the former to the south, the
latter to the north of the river Godaveri; but at
the period of the Mohammedan conquest, the greater
part of these united provinces seems to have been
known to that people by the name of Telingana,' and
Warankul® as the capital of the whole.

The Tamul labpguage is spoken in the tract
extending to the south of the Telinga as far as
Cape Comorin, and from the sea to the great range
of hills, including the greater part of the Bara-
mahal,’ and Salew, and the country now called
Coimbetoor, and formerly Kangiam,* along which line
it is bounded to the west by the Canara and Mala-
bar. This whole tract had formerly the name of
Drauveda,* and is so distinguished at this day by its
western and northern neighbours; although in the

and when they raised their arm-sleeves & perfect tent was
formed.” He found it depopulated and mostly covered with
jungle.

! Telingana.—Muhammedsn name for the Telugu country.
The north-eastern portion of Telinge=na extending along the
sea coast to the limits of Orissa formed the territory of Kalinga,
while Andhram was the name of the inland part of Telingana,
and the capital of the State was at Warankal, about 80 miles
north-east of Hyderabad.

? Warankul,~Warangal, a town in Hyderabad State about
80 miles north-east of Hyderabad City.

3 Baramahal.—The twelve palaces: signifies the tract ruled
from the twelve palaces and is now synonymous with the talugs
of Tirupatur, Kristnagiri, Dharmapuri and Uttankarai. The
local people say that the name signities the name given to twelve
rock forts in the Kristnagiri Talug. All these talugs are in the
Salem District.

*In the southern part of Mysoor the Tamul language is at
this day named the Kangee, from being best known to them as
the language of the people of Kangiam. In the central portion
of Mysoor it is for a similar reason named the Drauvedee; farther
north, by the Telingas, and universally by the Mohsmmedans,
th_e Aravee, a term of doubtful origin. Hers we have four
Hindoo appellations for the same Janguage, and Europeans have
added a fifth, by miscalling it the Malabar.

4 Drawveda.—Dravida, a Sanskrit word, eatly Sanskrit name
for the Tamil people, their language, and their country.
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course of political events the greater part of it is
known to Europeans exclusively by the name of
Carnatic, of which country it never formed a part,*
and was comparatively a recently conquered province :
the cause of this misnomer will hereafter be traced;
first, to the residence in that province of the fugitive
king of Carnatic, after the Mohammedan conquest
of the country properly so called; and, secondly, to
the partition of the dominions of the Carnatic
between the kings of Golconda and Vijeyapoor ; who,
in the division of a country of which they were
grossly ignorant, were satisfied with the sweeping
designations of Carnatic above and below the ghauts.
The subordinate divisions of Drauveda were named
from the three rival dynasties of Cholan,7 Cheran,

* A Poona Mahratts at this day, when speaking of the
Carnatic, means the countries south of the Kistna, which we
have described as belonging to the ancient Carnatic, distinctly
including Savanoor and Mysoor.

t Coromandel, written Choramandel in the records of Fort St.
George, until sbout the year 1779—properly Chola, or Chora-
mundul. (Bee the first document in Appendix, No. II.) In Sans-
crit, the primitive meaning of the latter word is orbit, circle, and
thence a region or tract of country. ‘‘ In Tamul, it merely signifies
atract of land " (Ellis). The letter in this word usually expressed
by the English R, is an intermediate sound between the I, the
R, and the French ;. It may be conjectured by placing the tongue
in the position to articulate those several letters, but the sound
cannot easily be reached by European organs. To the south of the
Coleroon it would strike the ear of an European as the letter ¢;
near to Madras he would find no distinet articulation, and after
frequent repetitions would probably write the letter E. “The
Telegu and Canara bave not the letter, and substitute sometimes
the I and sometimes the d” (Ellis).—With regard to the first
syllable Cho, the sound most usually given would be more nearly
approached by Sho. The place near Paliacate, supposed by some
to give the name to the coast, is stated by a native of that neigh-
bourhood to be Curri-mumnul—black sand: such being the
appearance ot the shore at that place.

There is great reason to doubt whether the Arcati regia Sora
of Ptolemy be the modern Arcot. Chera, Cherun, or Cerun was
probably the country stated in the Periplus of the Erythrean Sea
to have been governed bv Ceprobotus, by Ptolemy written Cera-
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and Pandian, the former, governing in Tanjore and
Combaconum, possessed the northern tract : Pandian
had Madura and the south: and Cheran united
Kangiam and Salem to the dominions of Kerala or
Malabar. The exact limits of these kingdoms can-
not now be traced, and without doubt were in a
state of incessant change: it is only known with
certainty, that they met near to Caroor (about
40 miles W. of Trichinopoly) a town which al-
ternately passed into the hands of each of the rival
dynasties.

Kounding the southern promontory of Cape
Comorin, we find on the western coast the Malabar
language, which extends over Travancore and Mala-
bar, formerly named Kerala,! as far north as Nilisu-
ram* ; from thence to Sedasheghur, south of Goa, we
find the Toolava® language; and the country of

bothus-Cera or Chera puttri, the progeny of Chera-—the Pandia was
unquestionably the Pandi Mandala of the Periplus, the Pandionis
mediterranea of Ptolemy, and their capital the Modura regia
Pandionis of the same author.

{Coromandel.—A name which has been long applied by
Europeans to the northern Tamil country, or to the eastern coast
of the Peninsula of India from Point Calimere northward to the
mouth of the Kistna, sometimes to Orissa. The name is in fact
Choramandala, the realm of the Chora, this being the Temil form
of & very ancient title of the Tamil kings who reigned at Tanjore.]

! Kerala.—Scholars are now agreed that Chera and Kerala
are only variant forms of the one word. The name Kerala is
still well remembered, and there is no doubt that the ancient
kingdom so called was equivalent to the southern Konkans or
Malabar coast, comprising the present Malabar District with
Travancore and Cochin. (V. A. Smith: Early History of
India, p. 408.)

* From a temple of Siva, under his title of Nil Ishvar, or
Nil Kunt-Ishvar, the blue God, or the blue-necked God, so called
from one of his fabulous exploits. The lagter term coincides with
the Nelcunda of Ptolemy and the Periplus of the Erythrean Sea.

- Toolava.— Tulava, the central part of South Canara
District. Now about 427,000 persons speak the language, Tulu.
The Chandragiri and Kalyanapura rivers formed the northern and
southern limits of the old Tulava kingdom. )
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Toolava. In some tables Toolava is considered as a
subdivision of Kerala, which is said to have extended
from Gocurn,’ round Cape Comorin, to the river
Tumbrapurni in Tinnavelley. The tract distinguished
in our inaps as the province of Canara, by a fatality
unexampled in the history of nations, neither is nor
ever was known by that name to the people of
the province, or of any part of India. Voyagers,
finding that it was a dependency of the kingdom of
Canara. and probably that the officers of Government
spoke that language, fell into the error which I have
thought it necessary to notice, and gave that name
to the country of Toolava.*

! Gocurn.—Gokarn, a village in North Canara District,
south of Karwar.

* It is still more difficult to trace the name Limurika,
as this province is called by the ancient geographers of the west.
Captain Wilford (9th vol., As. Res.) conjectures this name to be
derived from the kings of Muru, mentioned in the grant from
Conjeveram translated by Sir W. Jones in the third vol.
of that work, with the Arabic article 4l. changed into Li: but
exclusively of this violent deviation from the genius of a
language, Sir William Jones, in a note on this work, expressly
warns us against concluding with certainty that Muru was the
name of a country. I have not had the opportunity of obtain-
ing a copy of the original grant, for the purpose of having
it discussed by the Pundits of the south: but so far as my
examination of geographical lists, and discussions of the subject
with a great variety of learned natives, enables me to judge, I am
disposed to think that no country in the south of India was
ever known to the natives by the name of Muru, Lymaura,
or Lymurika. The latter syllable is considered by Dr. Vincent as
the adjective termination, the name of the country being Lymura
or Lymyra ; and in referring to Strabo and Ptoleruy for the de-
seription of a town of that name in Lyeia, it so exactly corresponds
with the geographical position of most of the towns on the
western coast of India, (" then follow the mouths of the river
Lymyra, and ascending it twenty stadia the town of Lymyra.”
Strab, lib. 14.) that a plausible conjecture may be indulged of the
name having been applied by a Lycian among the first Greek
mariners, from its resemblance to his native place, in the same
manner as we find the navigators of the west giving European
names to transatlantic stations, and as we know to have been
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Of the countries which have been thus briefly
noticed, Travancore, Malabar, and South Canara
alone escaped Mohammedan conquest, until the two
latter were invaded by Hyder in 1763-6. Whenever
Ferishta mentions expeditions to Malabar, it will be
found, on examining the geographical positivns of
the places enumerated, that the operations of the
troops were confined to the hilly belt along the
summit of the ghauts from Soonda to Coorg,* and
certainly never descended into the provinces at
present designated as South Canara and Malabar;
although their conquests from the side of Concan'
extended as far into North Canara as Mirjan
and Ankola, and at one time even to Honaver
(Onore). The ancient history of these regions may,
I trust, be considered as a province already occupied,
and the scope of the present work does not require
that we should touch an earlier period than that of
the Mohammedan invasion of the Decan.

The firstt Mussulman force which ever crossed
the mountains south of the Tapti was led by Alla u

the practice of the Greeks in many remarkable instances recorded
by Dr. Vincent; rrom whose Voyage of Nearchus I transcribe
the following example: “ Hence it is that the names of Tyrus
and A4radus have been transplanted from Pheenicia on the
Mediterranean into the Gulph of Persia, as if mariners brought
from thence had carried the names of their country with them.”

{Limurika.—Ptolemy, who wrote his treatise about 140 A.D.
called South India Damorike, a good transliteration of Tamila-
kam, r and ! heing interchangeable, but corrupted in the
manuscripts into the unmeaning form Limyrike owing to the
frequent confusion between A and A , (V. A, Smith: Early History
of India, p. 397)].

* The Mysoor stated to have been taken, is a place of that
name near the Toombuddra, written Masoor in some of our
maps.

! Concan.—The low country of Western India between
the ghauts and the sea, extending, roughly epeaking, from Goa
northward to Gujerat.

t The dates of the accurate Ferishta are verified (with few
exceptions) by inscriptions and manuscripts in the Mackenzie
collection.
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Deen,' nephew and afterwards successor of Ferose
the Patan king of Delhi in 1293. The booty obtain-
ed from Deogire, the Tagara of Ptolemy, and the
modera Dowlutabad, in this wonderful predatory
achievement, was an incentive to future invasion;
the place was finally taken, and the Rajah Ram Deo
was carried a prisoner to Delhi, in 1306, by Kafoor or
Melick Naib, the General of Alla u Deen.

The earliest Mohammedan army that ever crossed
the Kistna was led, in 1310-11, by the same Kafoor,
against Dhoorsummooder,* the capital of Bellal Deo,
sovereign of Carnatic. The curious and interesting
ruinst of this place have recently heen discovered by

! The Yadava kings of Devagiri were descendants of feuda
tory nobles of the Chalukya kingdom. The territory which they
acquired, lying between Devagiri (Daulatabad) and Nasik, was
knownas Sevana. . . . . When Ala-ud-din, Sultan of Delhi,
crossed the Narmada, the northern frontier of the Yadava king-
dom, in 1294, the reigning Raja, Ramachandra, was obliged to
sarrender and to ransom his life by payment of an enormous
amount of treasure. . . . . When the Sultan’s incursion was
repeated by Malik Kafur in 1309 A.D., Ramachandra again refrain-
ed from opposition and submitted to the invader. (V. A. Smith:
Early History of India, pp. 392-3.)

* Written as two words, Dhoor and Summund, by the trans-
lator of Ferishta, and apparently so intended by the author in the
copy which I consulted. ©Of Maber (if originally intended by this
author to describe a separate Government) I possess no informa-
tion. Campula, another capital, is also said to have been taken
soon afterwards: it is placed by Ferishta on the Ganges (Gunga);
the Godaveri, as I conclude, which is usually called the Gunga
Godaveri, but the geography of this author is not very distinct.
Among some recent additions to the Mackenzie collection is a Life
of Campula Raja, which will probably throw further light on the
historv of this period: and a variety of manuscripts, not yet
sufficiently examined, will unquestionably shew that many other
contemporary governments existed in the south. The Cheritra or
heroic poem of the Bellal dynasty, mentions an alliance by mar-
riage with the Raja of Gingee, which, if authentic, places the
origin of that government earlier than the date assigned to it
by the annals of Vijeyanuggur.

T The sculpture of these ruins, although sufficiently defective,
if compared with the Grecian standard, is yet highly intoresting.
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Major Mackenzie, and identified by inscriptions near
to the modern village of Hallabe, about 105 miles
N.W. of Seringapatam. Bellal Deo was defeated in
a great battle, and the army of Kafoor returned
to Delhi, literally loaded with gold. An expedition.
sent by Mohammed III. in 1326, finally destroyed the
capital of Doorsummooder,* when the seat of the
declining government was removed to Tonoor, 12
miles N. from Seringapatam.

There is ground for believing that the Bellal

In examining the Indian hero and his charioteer, mounted on
their war chariot, we seem to be viewing the car of Achilles.
The costume of the equestriun figures is remarkable; the huir
twisted into & kmot at the top of the nead is its only defence or
covering; long boots seem to have defended the legs, and a large
net-work to have been the ornament or defence of the horse.
The figure of the horseman (contrary to every thing that I have
observed in any other eculpture or original in India) is an example
of the most graceful seat of modern European horsemanship.
~—Exact fac similes of the most remarkable parts of this sculpture
are in the Mackenzie collection.

* Written also Dwara-Samoodrum. It wasbuiltin 1133, and
had only*subsisted 193 years. But the Balana Raya Cheritra, a
poetical account of this dynasty, expressly states that the town
was built on the siie of a city of the same name, which had been
ong in ruin.

[Doorsummooder, Dorasamudra.—During the twelfth and
thirteenth centuries, chiefs belonging to a family or clan named
Hoysala attained considerable power in the Mysore country.
The first notable prince of this line was Vishnu, or Bittiga
(1117 A.D.), who established his capital at Dorasamudra, the
modern Hulebid, famous for the fine temple which excited
Mr. Ferguson's enthusiastic admiration. (V. A. Smith: Early
History of India, pp. 391-2.) The dynasty lasted until 1810
A.D., when the Muhammadan Generals, Malik Kafur and Kwaja
Haji entered the Hoysala kingdom, laid it waste, captured the
reigning Raja (Bellala III) and despoiled his capital, which was
finally )iiestroyed by & Muslim force in 1837 A.D. (Ibid.
p- 893.

t Now generally better known by the name of Motee-Talab,
or the Lake of Pearls.

[Moti-Talab was the name given to & tank in Tonnur by one
Nasir Jung, a son of the Subadar of the Deccan in 1746 A.D.
when he visited the place.]
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dynasty extended its possessions over the central
and western portions of the south, including the
northern part of Kerala, or the modern province of
Canara; but there is no reason to suppose that, like
the dynasty of Cadumba* its conquests had ever
extended to the eastern sea.

* The Cadumba dynasty had its capital at Banawassi, near
the southern extremity of Soonda, where the ruins may still be
traced. Its antiquity may be conjectured from the following
circumstance: Canara is the language of conversation, of busi-
ness, and of modern books, throughout the Oarnatic, as above
described. The Halla Canara. or ancient Canara, now nearly
obsolete, is the language of ancient authors: and a still more
ancient language and character, Porvada halla Canara may be
considered on the verge of final extinction, being known at present
to very few persons indeed, to none that I could trace, excepting
two persons now in the employment of Major Mackenzie: this
was the language of Banawassi; and the extent of country down
to the eastern coast, including Mahabalipoor usually named the
Seven Pagodas, in which inscriptions in that character are found,
seems to evince the existence of a great and powerfal government.
It had apparently been subverted in the second century of the
Christian ®ra; as Ptolemy, who inserts Banawassi nearly in its
proper place, relatively to the coast of Canara, does not distin-
guish it as a capital. The dynasties already noticed of the lower
country existed about the same period; but the Alexandrian
authors, who probably received their information from commercial
travellers, although extensively acquainted with the names, had
but an jncorrect knowledge of the relative positions of places in
the south of India. The Modura regia Pandionis, and Caroora
regia Cerobothri, correspond with what is known of the Pandian
and Cherun dynasties; and the Arcati regia Sora (see note on
Choramandell, p. 10), although misplaced, would seem to indicate
the modern capital of that name; but the identity of the place is
not supported by local investigation, nor has any inseription or
authority of any kind yet been discovered to confirm the
existence of any capital at the present Arcot previously to the
year 1716; the capital of the Sora, Shola or Chola dynasty, having
unquestiqnably been fixed at least for a considerable period of
time at Combaconum in Tanjore.

A dynasty named the Chalokia was still more ancient than
the Cadumba, and of course its history is more obscure; the
Mackenzie collection, however, contains many inscriptions belong-
ing to that remote ®ra.

[The Kadambas possessed a dominion which embraced all the




17

The extravagant fame of the riches of the south,
which was more than verified by the spoils of the
expedition of 1310-11, seemed only farther to inflame
the cupidity of the northern invaders for the plunder
of other.capitals. After an unsuccessful attempt to
penetrate to Warankul, or Arenkil, the capital of
Telingana, by an eastern route through Bengal, and
the vigorous repulse of a second expedition, which
reached it by the western direction of Maharashtra,
the persevering efforts of the Patans terminated, in
1323, in the capture of that capital,* and of the
raja and his whole family, and the subversion of a

west of Mysore, together with some portiqn of the North Canara
and South Canara districts; their original capital was Banavasi on
the river Varada on the western frontier of the Sorab Talug,
Shimoge District of Mysore. They never reached the sea on
the east. They were constantly engaged in a struggle with
Pallavas on the east and south. They lost their independence on
being conquered by the Chalukyas, probably in the middle of the
sixth century, A.D. Chalokia.—The Chaluiyas rose in the middle
of the sixth century; they probably came from Rajputana to the
Deccan, They were in confliet with the southern powers, the
Chola, Pandya, Kerala and Pallava. The Chalukya power de-
clined at the close of the twelfth century, when the greater part of
their kingdom was absorbed by the Hoysalas of Dorasamudra in
the south, and by the Yadavas of Devagiri on the west.]

* Warankul was founded in 1067. One of its monarchs,
Pertaub Roodroo, is stated in the manuscript history in the
Mackenzie collection to bave conquered Panda-desa, which is,
perhaps, an exaggeration. Some of the dynasties of Drauveda
had, at an earlier period, made extensive conquests in what are
now called the northern Sircars, where, Mr, Ellis informs me, he
found the liturgy of some of the temples in the Tamul language
and Telinga character.

[ Warankal wes built in the twelfth ceatury. It was the
capital of the Kalinga kingdom. The country was conquered by
the Cholas at the beginning of the eleventh century. The powers
of all the Hindu States in South India were broken by the suc-
cesses of Malik Kafur's Muhammedan army in 1310 and their later
invagions, Pratapa Rudra who ruled the Kalinga kingdom in
the early part of the fourteenth century wes at first successtul in
resisting the Muhammedans, but in 1333 Warankal was captured
and Pratapa Rudrs was sent as a prisoner to Delbi.) .

WH
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dynasty which had lasted 256 years. This disaster
led to the establishment of a more southern Hindoo
government, which was destined for upwards of two
centuries more to oppose & farther barrier to the
progress of the Mohammedan arms. )

Two illustrious fugitiyes, Booka and Aka Hurry-
hur, officers of the treasury of the dethroned king of
Warankul, warned by one of those sacred visions
which precedes, or is feigned to precede, the estab-
lishment of every Hindoo empire, formed the project
of a new government, to be fixed on the banks of the
river Toombudra, a southern branch of the Kistna,
under the spiritual and temporal guidance of the sage
Videyarannea. This capital, named Videyanuggur.*

* Afterwards Vijeyanuggur, as will be presently explained,
(often written Bisnagar, Bejanuggur, ete.). The origin of this
dynasty is erroneously narrated by Ferishta: the Meckenzie
collection affords materials for its history in ample detail.

If a very precise coincidence of names and situations were
admitted as evidence, we might conclude tbat Vijeyanuggur and
its suburb of Anagoondy, on the opposite bank of the Toombuddra,
or rather the vales and mountains in their immediate vicinity,
were the ancient residence of Sogreeva, and Hanuman, his general,
(transformed by the poet into a monkey, and by the hramins into,
a god,) as described in the wild but beautiful poem of the Rama-
yan, (which is assuming not a very captivating English dress,)
but the misfortunes of the captive Sita, and the adventures of
Rama and Letchman in their efforts for her recovery, find in
every part of the south of India ** & local habitation and a name;"
every fountain and stream has its legend, ‘' amd not a mountain
rears its head unsung:" but, unfortunately, different and distant
situations are made the scene of the same adventure, and have
evidently been sanctified by pious fraud at periods comparetively
modern. The description in the Ramayan of Ravana's banquet
may, without much aid from the imagination, be taken as the
picture of a drunken European feast, at that period, if such there
has been, when ladies indulged in the pleasures of the bottle:
and is considered by some a8 a faint evidence of the existence of
an European establishment in Ceylon and the south at this
unknown poetical @ra. However this may be, Tapoo Ravana,
the Island of Ravansa, may, without any forced interpretation, be
considered as the name from which the Greeks derived their
Taprobane. This island is the Lanka of the Indian poets, but
not of its astronomers.
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in compliment to their minister and preceptor, was
commenced in 1336, and finished in 1343. Aka
Hurryhur reigned until 1350, and Booka until 1378.

* Valmeck’s description of the torests of Dunda Caroonium,”
(says my friend Major Mackenzie, in a note now before me,)
“the abode of hermits, of moonees, and rooshees, appears to
apply to the wild rude state of the Deckan in the time of Rama,
extending at least as far as the Cavery: for thence the country
of Janastan seems to commence ; which. occupied by the armies
of the powerful monarch of Lanka, and with the several interest-
ing traces of a nation widely differing in language, arms, and
even complexion, seems strongly to indicate a state of subjection
to some foreign nation, which had then made such progress in the
arts and sciences, that even their enemies acknowledge their
superiority : for to the ingenuity of the rashasas, (by a perversion
of terms not uncommon ) now signifying demons, the invention
and improvement of some of the most useful arts of life are attri-
buted.”

The malignant and super human rachasas may, I believe, be
not improperly translated giants, being supposed by the Hindoos
to have been produced by ‘the sons of God going in unto the
daughters of men.”

Obscure traces may be found, in many parts of the Macken-
zie collection, of an early dynasty of the Yadava race at Vijeya-
nuggur, among the ruins of whose former graundeur the new
capital was built.

[The origin of the kingdom of Vijayanagar is obscure. All
accounts attribute the foundation of the kingdom to two persons,
probably brothers, Hakka or Harihara and Bukka, asristed by a
Brahman, Madhava, surnamed Vidyaranya, who is said to have
given his name to the kingdom. The Muhammedan invasion
into the south of India, at the beginning of the fourteenth cen-
tury, led to the overthrow of the scattered Hindu kingdoms, the
Yadavas of Devagiri, the Hoysala kingdom of Dorasamudra, and
the Teiingana kingdom of Warangal. Probably, at Anegundi on
the banks of the Tungabhadra, there was a petty raja and thither
about the year 1323, oame the above two persons Harihara
and Bukka from Warangal, which was attacked by the Muham-
medans. They with their small forces took service there and
rose to be ministers, and formed a party strong enough to hold
the town. Eventually Harihara assumed the sovereignty as Hari-
hara I and founded the first dynasty followed by a second and
third which held Vijayanagar until its desbruction at the battle of
Talikota in 1565. Whether the name of the city was derived
from the surname of Madhava Charya—Vidyaranya (forist of .

wH 2
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This origin’ of the new government at once
explains the ascendancy of the Telinga language and
nation at this capital of Carnatic, and proves the
state of anarchy and weakness which had succeeded
the ruin of the former dynasty. The government
founded by foreigners was also supported by foreign-
ers; and, in the center of Canara, a Telinga court
was supported by a Telinga army, the descendants of
whorn, speaking the same language, are to be traced
at this day nearly to Cape Comorin, in the remains
of the numerous establishments, resembling the
Roman colonies, which were sent forth from time to
time for the purpose of confirming their distant con-
quests, and holding the natives in subjection. The
center and the west, probably the whole of the domi-
nions of the late dynasty, including the greater part
of the modern state of Mysoor, were subdued at an
early period; but a branch of the family of Bellal was
permitted to exercise a nominal authority at Tonoor
until 1387, in which year we begin to find direct
grants from the house of Vijeyanuggur as far south
as Turkanamby® beyond the Caveri. The last of
thirteen rajas, or rayeels of the house of Hurryhur
who were followers of Siva, was succeeded in 1490 by
Narsing Raja,® of the religious sect of Vishnoo, the

learning) is doubtful. More probably the city was named Vijaya-
nagar—the city of victory—the name by which it was always
known. (See R. Sewell: 4 Forgotten Empire, 1900; B. Surya
Narain Rao: History of Vijayanagar, the Never to be Fcrgobten
Empire, Madras, 1905; S. Krishnaswami Ayyangar: Sources of
Vijayanagar History, Madras University Historical Series, 1919;
Rioe : Mysore Gasetteer, 1897.)]
! The dates of the two first Rajas were :—
Harihara I, 1335-1343 ; Bukka I, 1343-1379.

% Turkanamby.—Terakanambi, & town in Gundlupet Talug,
Mysore District. Its former name was Trikadamba-pura. It was
ruled by chiefs of Kadamba descent until it was subdued by the
Hoysalas. It came under the Vijayanagar dynasty in the time
of Harihara II at the close of the fourteenth century. (Rice:
Mysore Gazetteer.)

3 Narsing Raja.—The exact date of the usurpation of Nara-
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founder of a new dynasty, whose empire appears to
have been called by Europeans Narsinga, a name
which, being no longer in use, has perplexed geo-
graphers with regard to its proper position.

Narsing Raja seems to have been the first king
of Vijeyanuggur, who extended his conquest into
Drauveda, and erected the strong forts of Chandra-
gherry and Vellore; the latter for his occasional resi-
dence, and the former as a place of safe deposit for
treasure; but it was not until about 1509 to 1515
that Kistna Rayeel' finally reduced the whole of
Drauveda to real or nominal subjection.

A variety of causes concurred in the establishment
and rapid increase of the government of Videyanuggur
““the city of science,” * whirh, by an easy change,
assumed in its more prosperous days the name of
Vijeyanuggur, “the city of victory.”t The crude
attempt of Mohammed III. in 1338 to transfer at once
the seat of empire from Delhi to Deogire by a forced
emigration of the mass of the inhabitants, and the

simha has not been ascertained. It was about 1486, and may
have been as late as 1490. Reference should be made to—
S. Krishnaswami Ayyangar: Sources of Vijayanagar History,
for information as to the light thrown upon the history of Saluva
Narasimha and upon the debated question of the religious recon-
struction at the time of the foundation of the Vijayanagar empire,
by Telugu and Sanskrit manuscripts. Saluva Narasimha is said
to have taken Chandragiri, and a number of other places in the
south. His inscriptions are found scattered across the region
extending from Chandragiri to Nagamangala not far from Seringa-
patam.

! Kistna Rayeel.—XKrishna Deva Raya, probably succeeded
to the throne of Vijuyanagar in 1509. Ferishta never mentions
his name, but from Portuguese accounts it is clear that Krishna
Deva Raya was one of the most powerful monarchs of the Vijaya-
nagar line. In 1520, the Muhammedans under Adil Shah of
Bijapur sustained a severe defeat at his hands. He extended his
power over the south of Mysore, and on the east extended his
possessions over all the country up to the Krishna river, and
advanced as far as Kondavid and Kondapalle. He died in 1530.
(R. Sewell: 4 Forgoteen Empire, 1900.)

*} Ascertained by inscriptions in the Mackenzie collection.
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rash and ill-concerted measures which compelled that
prince to direct his subsequent attention to the north,
incited the dissatisfaction of the nobles of the Deckan,
and their rebellion terminated in 1347 in the establish-
ment of an independent Mohammedan government,
which fixed its capital first at Calburga, and after-
wards at Beder. Some branches of the royal house
of Teligana threw off the Mohammedan yoke about
the same period, and renewing with some energy their
efforts for independence at Golconda, and recovering
the seat of their ancestors at Warankul, were the
natural allies of the kings of Videyanuggur.

The early disunion of the Mohammedans of the
Deckan gave farther facilities to the growth of the
power of Vijeyanuggur; and the successive inroads
of the Moguls from the nortb left to the Patan kings
of Delhi little power to attend to their rebellious sub-
jects in the south, and still less prospect of extending
their conquests in that direction. These two causes
contributed more than any other to the prosperity of
the new government. The Mohammedan power
between the Tapti and Kistna had, in 1526, separat-
ed into no fewer than five independent princi-
palities ;* and in the short period from 1295 to 1326

'The dynasty of Tuglak Shah began in 1320, and very
shortly afterwards operations were renewed agninst the Deccan,
and Bidar and Warankal were captured. In 1324, Mahomed
Tuglak succeeded to the Delhi throne and he determined to make
Devagiri (Daulatabad) his capital. The people of Delhi were
consequently ordered to evacuate that city, and proceed to the
new capital, with the result that thousands died on the way. In
1344, the Hindus rose against the Muhammedans in Warankal
and drove them out. Ala-ud-din Hasan, the Viceroy of the Delhi
Emrgeror, proclaimed his independence in 1347 and fixed his
capital at Kulbarga, a town south-west of Bidar, now in the State
of Haidarabad, and a station on the railway {from Bombay to
Mbodras, north of Raichur. The dynasty lasted until about 1528
in constant warfare and at its close, the five kingdoms referred to
below, viz., Bijapur, Golkonda, Berar, Ahmadnagar and Bider or
Ahmedabad sprung from it.

* First, Adil Shah of Vijeyapoor. Second, Kuttub Shah of
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the empire of Delhi experienced four Mogul invasions ;
tbe latter of which, says Ferishta, was bought off by
nearly the price of the empire. In the same year,
Mohamined the Third, as we have seen, sought to
reimburse himself by the plunder of the capital of the
Carnatic; and in 1338 to -establish the seat of his
empire nearer to the sources of his spoliated wealth.
1t 1s a curious fact, that the plunder of the south
of India was thus transferred by a double process to
be buried in the plains of Tartary, and to be present-
ed after an interval of five centuries to the astonish-
ment of the philosophers* of Europe. The Moguls

Golconda. Third, Ummad Shah of Berar. Fourth, Nizam Shah
of Ahmednuggur. Fifth, Bereed Shah of Ahmedabad Beder.

[1. Abul Muzaffar Yusuf Adil of Bijapur, 1489-1510. 2. Quli
Qutb Shah of Golkonda, 1512-1543. 3. Tinad Shah of Birar,
1484. 4. Ahmad Nizam Shah of Ahwadnagar, 1490-1508.
5. Barid Shah of Bider or Ahmedabad.]

* Coxe’s Travels, vol. II. quarto edition, p. 124-8.

“The surprising quantity,” says Mr. Coxe, “of golden
ornaments found in the tombs of Siberia, were they not evident
to sight, would éxceed all belief.” Demidoff's account of one of
these tombs describes the body of the prinee in a reclining
posture, upon a sheet of pure gold extending from head to foot,
and another sheet of the like dimensions spread over him; he
was wrapped in a rich mantle, bordered with gold, and studded
with rubies and emeralds. The princess had similar sheets of
gold and her neck chains and bracelets were still more sumptu-
ous. The robes of both looked fair und complete ; but upon touch-
ing crumbled into dust. Mr. Muller judiciously assigns to the
13th and 14th centuries the accumulation of these immense spoils,
by Chengeez | Zingis) Xhan and his successors; but neither he
nor Mr, Coze appear to suspect that any portion of them had
been brought from India. The diecovery of copper only in the
arms, utensils, and ornaments, of the more ancient tombs of
Siberia, confirms the date which has been assigned to the others.
Mr. Coxe observes, that ‘‘ Many of the ornaments are executed
with such taste and elegance as is hardly to be accounted for
from the state of the arts in the East.” There can be no doubt
that some European artists had penetrated to the court of the
Tartar princes at this period : but those who have examined the
golden ornaments of Asia know that some of them are not yet
excoeded by the artists of Europe.



24

were not less eager for the second part of this process,
than the Patans were rapacious in performing the
first ; but although these golden reservoirs began now
to be exhausted, and the political state of Deckan
and the south interfered with the projects of each of
the plunderers, the Moguls continued to direct their
attention to Hindostan. In 1396, preparatory tu the
invasion of Timoor, they established themselves to
the south of the Indus; and finally, in 1498, in the
fixed government of Delhi, under the celebrated
Baber, the founder of the dynasty usually designated
as ‘“ The house of Timour;” just three years after
Vasco De Gama' arrived on the coast of Malabar:
the Moguls thus appearing on the northern scene, at
the precise period of time that the European intruders
first arrived by sea in the south of India.

The success which resulted from the weakness of
the enemies of Vijeyanuggur was, in the ordinary
course of human arrogance, attributed to its own in-
vincible strength ; and the efforts which were wade
for the extension of its dominions to the north, forced
the divided states of the Deckan into the confederacy
which accelerated its fall. The dynasty of Narsinga
continued to govern until 1542, when a short usur-

! Vasco da Gama sailed from Europe in 1497 and arrived
close to Calicut on August 26, 1498. He returned to Europe and
again came to India in 1504, proclaiming the king of Portugal
Lord of the Seas. He bombarded Calicut, established a factory
at Cochin, and left for Europe iu 1506.

*The second dynasty of Vijayanagar began about 1490,
with Narasimha. Vira Narasimha succeeded, and Krishna Deva
Raya followed in 1509. He reigned till 1530. He was followed
by Achyuta Raya. At the beginning of his reign Raichur and
Mud Kal were lost, and the kingdom of Vijayanagar began to
decay. He was succeeded in 1542 by Sadasiva, probably a
nephew of the previous sovereign. Sadasiva was, although
nominally sovereign, kepu as & prisoner by Rama Rays, his
minister. In 1565, Vijayanagar was attacked by the forces of
Bijapur, Ahmedabad, Golkonda and Ahmadnagar, and at the
battle of Talikota, Rama Raya was taken prisoner and killed and
Vijayanagar reduced to ruivs.
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gation of eight months was subverted by a collateral
ranch, who established a second usurpation, keeping
the lineal heir as a pageant and prisoner of state ; but
at length, in 1564, the confederacy to which we have
adverted, of the four Mussulman kings of Dowlatabad,
Vijeyapoor, Golconda, and Beder, defeated the Hindoo
army on the plains of Tellicota, between the Kistna
and Toombuddra, in a great battle in which Ram
Raja the seventh prince of the house of Narsinga,
and almost the whole of his principal officers, fell.
The victors marched in triumph to the capital ; which
they plundered with the most shocking circumstances
of cruelty and excess. But the brother and represen-
tative of the late sovereign having opened a negocia-
tion, which terminated in his agreeing to give up the
places which had lately been wrested from the Moham-
medans, the victors were satisfied; and taking leave
of each other at Rachore, returned to their respective
dominions. The places which on this occasion were
ceded to the conquerors may afford some explanation
of the limits which were thenceforth assigned to
Carnatic in the transactions of Mohammedan princes.
The sovereign of Vijeyapoor received the Doab, gene-
rally, or “the country between the two rivers of
Toombuddra and Kistna,” Mudcul, Rachoor, Adoni,
Aulungpoor,* and Bagreetal. The king of Golconda
received Kowilleunda, Bankul (Ongole), and Kunpoor
(this may be either Gunpoor or Guntoor). From this
enumeration we may conclude, generally, that the
northern boundary of Carnatic was thenceforth consi-
dered to be the Toombuddra; to the south of which
the Mohammedans kept no possession excepting
Adoni, and perhaps Nundial; a conjecture which is
chiefly grounded on finding this place in a subsequent
territorial arrangement excluded from the Carnatic:
to the north of that river it was probably also consi-
dered to include Sanoor Bancapoor, which we find

* I do not know this place unless it be Alund.
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mvaded by the troops of Vijeyapoor some years after-
wards.!

The apparent moderation which we have noticed
was the result of jealousies and fears among the con-
federates themselves, and by no means arose from
lenity towards the unfortunate Hindoos. The capital
was depopulated by the consequences of the victory:
and the successor of Ram Raja desertlng the seat of
his ancestors, established at Penconda® the ruins of a
once powerful dynasty, which continued to cast a
lingering look at its former greatness, until retirin§
from thence to the eastern position of Chandrageri;
the last branch whose sovereign title was acknow-
ledged, was expelled from this his last fortress in 1646.

The battle of Tellicota bripgs us down rather
beyond the period from which it is proposed to trace
the origin of the dynasty of Mysoor; but it appeared
to be most convenient to continue the sketch to that
remarkable period, as a point to which we shall again
be obliged to revert for the explanation of subsequent
events. The whole of the south of India had for a
considerable period of time before the battle of Telli-
cota been comprized in the nominal empire of
Vijeyanuggur; but the interior system of revenue and

! According to Golkonds accounts, s year after the great
battle, which resulted in the destruction of Vijayanagar, a General
of the Qutb Shah captured Rajahmundry from the Hindus. Ali
Adil Shah from Bijapur appears to bave taken Adoni and the
Nizam Shah of Ahmadnagar agreed that he would not interfere
with bim in his attempts to annex the territories south of the
Krishna. In 1573, Ali Adil took Dharwar and Bankapur. In
1579, the Golkonda troops occupied Vinukonda, Kondaval and
other places south of the Krishna.

? Penugonda, capital of a talug of Anantapur District,
Madras. The old palace is used as a court house. The town
commnnds the passes up to the Mysore plateau.

3 Chandragirsi—A village in the taluq of the same name in
the North Arcot District, Madras. In 1639, the site of the pre-
sent town of Madras was granted to the English by a treaty
signed at Chandragiri. The palace of the Rajas still stands and
is used as a rest house. It is a fine building of three stories.
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government, which had been established and enforc-
ed, while a limited extent of dominion admitted of
vigilant control, was now exceedingly relaxed. A
provincial viceroy at Seringapatam rather compro-
mised for periodical presents, than exacted a fixed
revenue from the Wadeyars," or governors of 33 town-
ships, who now seem to have begun to assume the
name of Poligars;® a title which properly belonged to
the chiefs of Telinga colonies, planted in the neigh-
bouring provinces, for the purpose of overawiug the
aborigines; to which official designation they added,
when they dared, the title of Raja. The external
appearance of the general government was brilliant
and imposing; its internal organization feeble ard
irregular: foreign conguest was a more fashionable
theme than domestic finance at the court of Vijeya-
nuggur; and while the final expulsion of the Mussul-
mans from the Deckan was chaunted by the bards*

! Odeyar, Wodeyar, or Wadeya, is the plural and honorific
form of Odeya, a Kannada word meaning lord, master. Wilks
states that it indicated, at the period of which we are writing,
the governor of a small district, generally of thirty-three villages.
But we find it applied, in the Tamil form Udaiyar, to the Chola
kings as far back as the eleventh century, and in the Kannada
form, Wodeyar, to the Vijayanagar kings from the beginning of
their rule. Vader, s modification of the word, is the title of
respect by which Jangama priests are addressed. (Rice: Mysore,
1897, p. 362.)

2 Polsgar.—A term peculiar to the Madras Presidency. The
persons so called were properly subordinate feudal chiefs, oceupy-
ing tracts more or less wild, and generally of predatory habits
in former days. The word is Tamil—palaiyakkdaran “ the
holder of a palatyam " or feudal estate. (Hobson Jobson,
1908, p. 718.)

* Bart,—Baut,—Batt, as it is differently pronounced, is a
curious approximation to the name of the western Bard, and
their offices are nearly similar. No.Hindoo Raja is without his
Bards. Hyder, although not a Hindoo, delighted to be constantly
preceded by thewm; and they are an appendage to the state of
many other Mussulman chiefs. They have a wonderful facility
in speaking improvisatore. on any subject propesed to them, a
declaration in measures, which may be considered as a sort of
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as an exploit already achieved ; the disorganized state
of the distant provinces would have announced to a
judicious observer the approaching dissolution of the
empire.

medium between blank verse and modulated prose; but their
proper profession is that of chaunting the exploits of former days
in the front of the troops while marshalling for battle; and incit-
ing them to emulate the glory of their ancestors. Many instances
are known of bards who have given the example, as well as the
precept, of devoting themselves for their king, by leading into the
thickest of the battle.

At the nuptials (says the legend) of Siva (the destructive
member of the Indian triad) with Parvati, the deity discovered
that the pleasures of the festival were incomplete, and instantly
created poets for the purpose of singing his exploits to the
agssembly of the gods: they continued afterwards to reside at his
court or paradise of Kylasum; and being one day desired by
Parvati to sing her praises, submissively excused themselves, by
reminding her of the exclusive object of their creation, namely,
“to chaunt the praise of heroes.” Parvati, enraged at their
uncourteous refusal, pronounced on them the curse of ** perpetual
poverty ”’; and the bards remonstrating with Siva against this
unmerited fate, were informed that nothing human could evade
the wrath of Parvati: that although he could not cancel, he
would alleviate the curse: that they should accordingly be per-
mitted to visit the terrestrial world, where, although sometimes
riches and plenty, and always approbation, would be showered
over them by the sovereigns of the earth, the former of these
gifts should never remain with them and that ** Poets (according
to the decree of Parvati) should be ever poor.” The alleged
prediction contributes to its own fulfilment, and is the apology
of the Indian bards for not being much addicted to abstinence of
any kind.

The legend adverts to a Mundanee Misroodoo, who in the
beginning of the Caly-yoog introduced certain ordinances, among
which was the prohibition of animal food; a reform which the
bramins consented, but the bards refused, to adopt. Major
Mackenzie conjectures that the name Misroodoo may possibly
designate the country of the reformer— Mis7, Egypt; and that
this well known reform may have been introduced into India by
the Egyptian priesthood. Shenker Acharee is mentioned in the
legend as reviving, at a period long subsequent, some of the doc-
trines of Misroodoo; and Shenker Acharee probably lived about
the commencement of the Christian sra.

[Bard.—Bha (Senskrit bhatta, a title of respect. probably
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In adverting to the incessant revolutions of these
contries, the mind which has been accustomed to
congider the different frames of polity which have
existed in the world as one of the most interesting
objects of intellectual enquiry, will be forcibly struck
with the vbservation, that mo change in the form or
principles of government was the consequence either
of foreign conquest, or successful rebellion; and that
in the whole scheme of polity, whether of the victors
or the vanquished, the very idea of civil liberty had
absolutely never entered into their contemplation,
and is to this day without a name in the languages
of Asia.

The immemorial* despotism of the East is & fact
8o familiar to every reader, that it seems to be receiv-
ed, as we receive the knowledge of a law of nature,
without any troublesome investigation of the causes
which produce an effect so wonderful and in-
variable.

The philosophy which refers exclusively to the
physical influence of climate, this most remarkable
phenomenon of the moral world, is altogether insuffi-
cient to satisfy the rational erquirer: the holy spirit
of liberty was cherished in Greece, and its Syrian
colonies, by the same sun which warms the gross and
ferocious superstition of the Mohammedan zealot: the
conquerors of half the world msued from the scorch-
ing deserts of Arabia, and obtained some of their

connected with bhartri, a supporter or master) a man of a tribe
of mixed descent, whose members are professed genealogists and
poets; a bard. These men in Rajputana and Guzerat had also
extraordinary privileges a3 the guardians of travallers. whom they
nccon;;l)a.nied, against attack and robbery. (Hobsow Jobson. 1903,
p. 91.

*The exceptions stated by Dr. Vincént in his Voyage of
Nearchus. p- 69 and 123 can scarcely be received without suspi-
cion, and the doctor observes that one of these places described
as republics by Q. Curtius and Diodorus, is by Arrian expressly
declared to be a monarchy. See also the description of an Indian
township in the 5th chapter of this work.
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earliest triumphs over one of the most gallant nations
of Europe.*

A remnant of the disciples of Zoroaster flying
from Mohammedan persecution, carried with them
to the western coast of India the religion, the hardy
habits, and the athletic ferms of the north of Persia;
and their posterity may at this time be contemplated
in the Parsees of the English settlement of Bombay,
with mental and bodily powers absolutely unimpair-
ed, after the residence of a thousand years in that
burning climate. Even the passive but ill under-
stood character of the Hindoo, exhibiting few and
unimportant shades of distinction, whether placed
under the snows of Imaus, or the vertical sun of the
torrid zone, has, in every part of these diversified
climates, been occasionally roused to achievements of
valour, and deeds of desperation, not surpassed in the
heroic ages of the western world.t The reflections
naturally arising from these facts are obviovsly suffi-
cient to extinguish a flimsy and superficial hypothe-
sis, which would measure the human mind by the
scale of a Fahrenheit's thermometer.

But if thus compelled to reject the exclusive
influence of climate, shall we arrive at more satisfac-

Sed omnes iilacrimabiles
Urgentur, igootique longa
Noote, carent quia vate sacro.

The incurious eve of the European traveller passes without
observation thuusands of monunients, every where erected to the
memory of Indian heroes who have fallen in battle. Some few
ot these monuments have epitaphs. In general they consist of a
single sculptured slab placed perpendicularly in the ground : the
sculpture is usually divided into three compartments : the lowest
describes the battle in which the hero was slain; the centre
compartment represents him in the act of being conveyed to
hesven between two celestial nymphs : in the uppermost he has
arrived at the regions of bliss, and is delineated as seated before
the peculiar emblem of his religion—genersally the lingum—for
the practice of erecting monuments seems chiefly to belong to
the sect of Siva.

;Spsin. the Andalus of Mohammedan historians.
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tory conclusions by referring to moral causes? In
considering the two great classes of mankind with
whose transactions we shall be chiefly conversant,
namely, the Mohammedans and the Hindoos, the
fized. existence of despotismn among them may be
accounted for on principles.which would seem to be
entirely conclusive; but principles to be just should
be of universal application; and doubts have been
suggested whether those to which we advert are
capable of standing this neccssary test. The argu-
ment shall be stated with candor, and the objections
to which it seems to be liable shall be proposed
without disguise: the subject is of great interest, and
some indulgence will be allowed to an attempt, how-
ever feeble, to furnish one additional fact or reflection
capable of throwing light on & question so much
involved in obscurity.

The writings esteemed to be sacred by the Hin-
doos have produced as many sectaries as the codes of
other religions ; and polemical controversies, as usual,
of greater acrimony in proportion to the minuteness
of the difference in opinion; but these digputes have
generally been of a speculative nature; the different
parties have charged each other with falsifying the
texts, but the authority of the code itself has seldom
been a matter of discussion.

The political, civil, and criminal code of the
Hindoos is interwoven with their theology, and is
equally considered to be derived from diviné authority.
The affairs of government, of judicature and of police,
down to the most minute forms of social and domes-
tic intercourse, are all identified with religious observ-
ances; the whole is sacred and unchangeable; and,
in this case, the ideas attached to improvement and
profanation can scarcely be distinguished from each
other. Monsrchical government is that which is
prescribed, and the only one which appears to have
entered into the contemplation of the authors of their
sacred law: the notion which adulation is so prone
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to inculcate, that the royal authority is an emanation
of the divine power, is a doctrine strictly, emphatic-
ally, and perhaps originally, Hindoo:* the Platonic
philosophy adopted it without alteration; the opposite
sects of the Mohammedan faith acknowledge their
Imaum and their Caliph to be the vicegerents of God
upon earth: and even the mild and unflattering doc-
trines of the Christian church have modified and soft-
ened the same dogma into the admission of reigning
“by the grace of God:” but the broad and prominent
distinction between the characters of eastern and
western polity, between despotism and regular govern-
ment, seems to consist in the union, or the separa-
tion, of the divine and the human code; in con-
necting in one case by inseparable ties the ideas of
change and profanation, or admitting in the other
the legal possibility of improvement; the permission
to practise, as well as to learn. the lessons which are
taught by the experience of ages. The sacred code
of the Hindoos, like the Koran of the Mohammedans,
is held to be all-sufficient for temporal as well as
religious purposes ; they have adopted the regal gov-
ernment, because such is the will of God ; they have
been passively obedient to this emanation of the
divine power so long as no competition has appeared ;
and they have embraced with facility the cause of
rebellion and civil war, because, like the Mohammed-
ans, they believe that kingdoms} are the immediate

* Menu, Tth chapter, and particularly the 8th verse of that
chapter.

t For the injunctions to incessant conquest, see Digest of
Hindoo Law, vol. 2d, p. 92 (I quote the London edition of 1801),
the general tenor of the Tth chapt.er of Menu, and particularly
the following passages: v. 101. "~ What he (the king) has mot
gained, let him strive to gain by military strength: what he has
acquired let him p.eserve by careful inspection: what he has
preserved let him augment by lagal means of encrease, and what
he augments let him dispense with just liberality. v, 102. Let
his troops be constantly exercised, his prowess constantly dis-
played, what he ought to secure constantly secured, and the
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gift of the Almighty, and that victory is a manifesta.
tion* of the divine will.

To the general injunctions of the sacred codes
may be ascribed the undeviating continuance of regal
government, and to a subordinate branch of the same
doctrine the incessant revolutions of the East. The
much calumniated law of primogeniture has perhaps
contributed more than any other cause to the growth
of civilization in European monarchies—A rule, of
whatever kind, which defines the right of succession,
and has been matured by time and popular opinion,
palsies the arm of faction, leaves to the monarch no
motive of cruelty, and with the hope of permanence,
gives to the subject the leisure and the incitement to
improve his condition. Iu contradiction to the fasci-
nating doctrine of natural equality, and in defiance
of the ridicule which is invited by the system of
leaving to chance whether we shall be well or ill
governed, it may safely be assumed, that whatever
portion of tranquillity has been enjoyed by the Euro-
pean world, may chiefly be ascribed to the practical

weakness of his foe constantly investigated. v. 103. By a king
whose forces are constantly ready for action, the whole world
may be kept in awe; let him then by a force always ready, make
all creatures living his own.”

* The doctrine of fatality is not so unqualified among the
Hindoos as the Mohammedans, but may nevertheless”be dis-
tinetly traced in all their opinions and modes of action. Vietory
depends on seizing a fortunate moment offered by heaven, Menu,
chapter 9, verse 197; and the conduet of affairs depends on acts
ageribed to the Deity, as well as on acts ascribed to Men; ibid,
v. 205. It is well known that nothing will induce the Hindoo to
commence any matter of importance excepting at the preordained
moment determined by judicial astrology, which will be found on
examination to be a modified fatalism: this imaginary science
may instruct us to avoid entering on an undertaking at an unpro-
pitious time, but having once begun, nothing cun prevent the
termination which has been preordained. *‘ Bhoo Letchmee (the
goddess of territorial dominion) has thrown her arms about your
neck, you cannot refuse her embraces;” is a figure of familiar
conversation among the Hindoos, which well describes their
modes of thinking on the whole subject.

WH 3
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operation of this law, however stigmatized as absurd
and unjust by all those specious theorists who would
govern the world by the dreams of metaphysical
speculation.

Among Mohammedans the estates of individuals
are divided according to fixed rules, but the Koran
recognizes no rule of inheritance to kingdoms: and
although the succession of the first-born seerns among
them, as among most other sects, to have been con-
sidered as the order of nature, the sword is neverthe-
less the only legal arbiter universally acknowledged.*
The Hindoo system of policy, jurieprudence and reli-
gion, affects still more strongly than any European
code the rights of hereditary succession ; but the sons
are all coheirs ; and the faint distinction in favour of
the eldest son is limited by the express condition,
that he shall be worthy of the charge:{ but unhappily
there is nothing so difficult to determine as the
relative worth of opposing claimants; and in the
rretensions to royalty, the double question of divine
avour and superior merit must, in spite of reason,
be decided by the sword. If in the western world we
have not escaped the evils of this terrible arbiter, and
if with the prospect of permanence which, during
the greater part of the last century, at least, might
reasonably have been indulged by most European
nations, so little progress has been made in the
establishment of rational limitations on the abuse
of power, and in the prevention of civil and revolu-
tionary wars, we shall not require the aid of climate
to explain why despotism has continued, and must

* The sword is his who can use it, and dominion for him
who conquers.—Koran.

tIn private life the distribution of estates among ooheirs
depends in some cases on this vague condition. Menu, chapter 9,
verse 115, 214; and Jagannatha, after a long and subtle disquisi-
tion, determines that kingdoms may, or may not, be divided, and
that merit and not primogeniture ought to determine the suc-
cession. Digest of Hindoo Law, vol. 3, p. 121 to 128.
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for ever continue, to accompany the Hindoo and
Mohammedan frames of polity and religion, of which,
if it be not a vital member, it is at least an inevitable
consequence.

An examination of the Jewish history and legis-
lation would add considerahle force to these opinions;
which may be farther illustrated by observing that
the Seiks, when they rejected the Hindoo religion for
the doctrines of Nanuck, exhibited the first and only
instance in the history of the East of an app nach,
however imperfect, to republican principles: while
every previous revolution, whether leading to the
establishment of a great government, or its subdivi-
sion into a multitude of smaller states, uniformly
terminated where it began, in principles of pure
despotism.

Such a knowledge of China as can be considered
to penetrate beneath the surface of things, appears to
be still a desideratum in literature: and what little is
known would seem to afford no iilustration of the
hypothesis which has been proposed.

But it has been objected to the argument which
would ascribe such powerful effects to the union of
the divine and human codes, that if we turn from the
probable causes of eastern despotism to those which
unfolded the spirit of freedom in the west, we shall
seek in vain for any confirmation of the principles
which have been proposed. The substance of this
objection may be stated in the following form.

“The earliest examples of a people rejecting
despotismu, and substituting in its room & free or a
qualified government, are presented in the histories
of Greece aud Italy. In Greece the human mind
had at a very early period attained a high state of
refinement, and applied metaphysical reasonings to
determine just principles of government. At the
period when an insurrection would produce a new
form of government, or an amended constitution,
philosophy had already begun to legislate; and the

WH 3*
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freest people were also the most enlightened upon
earth. But if from these examples we should be dis-
posed to infer that liberty is the offspring of civiliza-
tion and knowledge, we must reject a dream so flat-
tering to mental improvement, on remembering
that the Romans, however cultivated in after times,
were, gt the period of the expulsion of their kings,*
rude, barbarous, unlettered, and in all respects the
reverse of an enlightened and philosophising people
In these great examples of antiquity no illustration
is presented of the principles which have been pro-
posed ; but on the contrary, we perceive the establish-
ment of civil liberty arising out of moral circumstances
altogether dissimilar and opposite.”

It may appear on a hasty examination of these
objections that we must surrender our explanation of
the probable causes of despotism in the East, because
we have failed in tracing to an opposite source the
uniform growth of civil liberty in the West. But it
must be remembered that the removal of a cause
simply extinguishes the effect which it had produced,
but does not necessarily produce an opposite effect.
The shackles imposed on the human mind by the
union of the divine and huwnan code have been stated
as the efficient causes of despotism: but it is a fallacy
to conolude that their removal must produce freedom.
The removal of these shackles clears away the impe-
diments to civil liberty, but does not necessarily
produce it. The separation of the divine and human
code is not in itself the efficient cause of freedom ; it
merely gives scope for other causes to operate: it
renders liberty possible, but not inevitable. Despotism
is simple in its nature and operations; while any
scheme of practical liberty is necessarily compounded
of various and conflicting particles: and if we have

* The expulsion of the Tarquins from Rome ocourred in the
very year succeeding that of the Pisistratide from Athens, but I
do not know that any author has traced a connexion between
these two events either by example or otherwise.
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satisfactorily shewn a single cause uniformly (not
exclusively) producing despotism, our argument is
not weakened by the admission that in the complex
operation of moral causes many may concur to the
production of civil liberty.



CHAPTER II.

From the Origin of the.Hindoo House of Mysoor
to 1672.

Romantic origin of the Hindoo house of Mysoor, and
change oy religion—Foundat.won of the capital of
that name—Vijeya—Arbiral—Betad Cham Raj
—Bole Cham Raj—Heera Cham Raj— Betad
Wadeyar — Depusition of this chief, and election
of his younger brother Baj Wadeyar— Reflections
on this fact, and on the interesting characters of
che brothers—Incidents charucteristic of the times
—and of the brothers—Acquisition of Seringa-
patam—its ancient history— Another change of
religion—List of conquests, and reason for adopt-
ing this arrangement—Cham Raj— Immadee Raj.
uncle of the late Raja, and posthimous son of
his predecessor—poisoned by his minister—suc-
ceeded by Canty Reva Narsa Raj—anecdote of
Lis chivalrous spirit—Evidence of usurpation in
the two preceding retgns—Emancipation of the
present Raja by the assassination of the usurping
manister—Siege of Seringapatam by a Mussulman
army—repulse of the enemy—Arrangements—
financial—military—1ihe mint— court—religious
establishments— conquests—Dud Deo Raj—Re-
pulse of the Raja of Bednore—and of Madura—
Conquests of this reign.

HE tribe of Yedava," which boasts among its emi-
nent characters Kristna, the celebrated Indiaa
Apollo, had its early seats near to Dwaraka in

! Yedava. —The Yadavas of Devagiri { Daulatabad) were prob
ably descendants of feudatory nobles of the Chalukya Kingdom.
There seems to be no trustworthy ground for thinking that they
came from Dwaraka. Their kings claimed descent from Kristna.

38



39

Gugera.t, and its probable origin in a more northern
region. Innumerable traces exist of vast and succes-
81ve emigrations of this race of herdsmen and warriors,
who carried devastation among the agricultural tribes
of the south, and, in process of time, were incorporat-
ed with their opponents, or assumed more settled
habits of life.*

During the period that the dominion of the rajahs
of Vijeyanuggur extended really, or nominally, over
the greater portion of the south of India, two young
men of the tribe of Yedava, named Vijeya, and
Kristna, departed from that court in search of a
better establishment to the south. Their travels
carried them to the little fort of Hadana,' a few miles
from the present situation of the town of Mysoor;
and having alighted, as is usual, near the border of a
tank, they overheard some women of the Jungum
sect, who had come for water, bewailing the fate of a
young maiden of their tribe who was about to be
married to & person of inferior quality. The brothers
enquired into the circumstances of the case; desired
the women to be comforted ; and offered cheir services
in defence of the damsel. She was the only daughter

They became rulers of all the western Dekhan, having their
oapital at Devagiri. In the closing years of the twelfth sentury,
they were rivals of the Hoysalas. (V. A. Smith : Early History
of India.)

* Among the Mackenzie MSS. is a poem which relates the
wars and negotiations of the herdsmen and the farmers. The
rude and uncivilized character of the former is strongly depicted
in the narrative. The farmers had agreed to give them the free
range of their woods and pastures, on the condition that they
should keep aloof from the cultivated land. Soon after the
adjustment of this treaty, a young crop of corn of vast extent
is overwhelmed by the main herd. The farmers remonstrate on
the breach of compact; and the herdsmen apologize by affirming,
with the utmost simplicity and truth, “ that they really thought
it had been grass.”

! Hadana.—Hadinary, & village in the Nanjangud Talug, 5
B}ilos north-east of the town of Nanjangud,.in the Mysore

istriot.
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of the Wadeyar (or lord of 33 villages), who was
afflicted with mental derangement ; and in this deso-
late and unprotected state, the chief of Caroogully,’
a person of mean cast, had proposed to the family the
alternative of iinmediate war, or the peaceable posses-
sion of Hadana by his mazriage with the damsel : and
to the latter proposition they had given a forced and
reluctant consent. The offer of the strangers was
made known, and they were admitted to examine the
means which the family possessed of averting the
impending disgrace. In conformity to their advice no
cbange was made in the preparations for the marriage
- feast: and while the chiefs of Caroogully were seated
at the banquet in one apartment, and their followers
in another, the men of Hadana, who had been provi-
ously secreted for the purpose, headed by the two
brothers, sprung forth upon their guests, and slew
them, marched instantly to Caroogully, which they
surprised, and returned in triumph to Hadana. The
damsel, full of gratitude, became the willing bride of
Vijeya, who changed his religion,* and became the
lord of Hadana and Caroogully.

! Caroogully.—Karugahalli, & village in the Mysore Taluq
about 4 miles west of the railway line between Mysore and
Nanjangud in the Mysore District.

In the Mygore Gazatteer, (B. Lewis Rice, C.LE - Constable,
Waestminister, 1897), the story given by Wilks is adopted as
the origin of the royal family of Mysore. This work should
be referred to for the history of Mysore; an excellent and care-
fully edited book in two volumes.

* From a disciple of Vishnou he became a Jungum or Ling-
wunt. He assumed, on this occasion. the title of wadeyar,
which is uniformly annexed in the manuscripts to the name of
every rajah, and still retained by the family after another
change of religion, which took placs about the year 1687. Wade-
yar, or lord, (in the Kalla Canara,) seems, at this period, to
have indicated the office of governor of & small district; generally
of 33 villages. The term is found, also, in many ancient inscrip-
tions in Drauveda, in the Tamul language, (see the first document
in Appendix No. 2.). Poligar is clearly a modern term introduced
by the Telinga government of Vijeyannuggur ; and, so late as the
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Such is the account detailed in various manu-
scripts, and acknowledged, by general tradition, of the
origion of the rajahs of Mysoor. It is proposed to
pass rapidly over this obscure period, and to rest
lightly on such circumstances only as have a tend-
ency to mark the manners of the times, or the progress
of the family to future importance.

Manuscripts are not agreed in regard to the date
of this event, nor with respect to the number of gene-
rations which intervened between the founder of the
family and Cham Raj, surnamed *Arbiral,” or the
six-fingered, fromn that peculiarity in his person. His ..
succession is fixed in 1507. 1507.

A subsequent rajab, named Betad Cham Raj,’'
made, during his life-time, a partition of his little
dominions between his three sons. To Appan Tim
Raj he gave Hemunhully; to Kishen Raj he gave
Kembala ; and to Cham Raj, surnamed Bole, or Bald,

(an accident said to have been produced by a stroke
of lightning,) he gave Mysoor. The precise #ra of
this partition is not well ascertained ; but it was prob-
ably at, or about, this period, that the permanent
residence of this branch of the family was removed to
Mysoor, then called Pooragurry. A fort was either
constructed or repaired in the year 1524, to which 1524,
the new name was assigned of Mahesh Asoor;* usu-

year 1750, the person, since named the Poligar of Wodiarpollam,
S. W. of Cuddalore, is designated us the 1Wudeyar in the records
of Madras. It is the title of respect by which the priests of the
Jungum are addressed ab this day.

For the religion of the Jungum, see Appendix, No. 4,

[The Lingayat, or Vara Saiva seet, rose about the middle of tho
twelith century, in the Kanarese country. The members of the
sect worship Siva, in his phallic (lingam) form, reject the autho-
rity of the Vedas, disbelieve in the doctrine of rebirth, object to
child marriage, approve of the remarriage of widows, and cherish
an intense aversion to Brahmans. (Dubois: Hindu Manners,
Customs and Ceremonies. Clarendon Press, 1897.)]

! Betad Cham Raj.—Bettada Chama Raja Wodeyar III,
1513-1552.

* Mahesh Asoor, *‘ the buffalo-headed monster,” whose over-
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ally pronounced Maheshoor," and now contracted to
Mysoor; and the partition above noticed has conti-
nued to iwark the three principal branches of the
family, which have furniished wives for the reigning
rajas, and successors to the governiaent, when the
direct line has been extinet.

A grant is extant, dated in 1548, from Tim Raj,
probably the same to whom Hemanhully was assign-
ed, and the state of the times is well illustrated by an
incident in his life. He was desirous of paying his
devotions at the temple of Nunjendgode,® distant
about nine wmiles; and two wadeyars existed in that
short distance, whose permission to pass through their
territories was regularly asked and obtained. The
splendor of his equipage, and the number of his re-
tinue, not less than three hundred persons, attracted
the envy of the wadeyars, who werc assembled at
the feast; a quarrel ensued, in which many lives
were lost; Tim Raj was victorious; and he shortly
afterwards levied a military contribution on the
wadeyar of Ommatoor, his principal opponent at the
feast.

Nothing worthy of notice occurs until 1571, when

throw is the most noted exploit of Cali, the consort of Siva.
This goddess, delighting in blood, was then, and is now, wor-
shipped under the name of Chamoondee, (discomfiting enemies,)
on the hill of Mysoor, in a temple famed at no very distant period
for human sacrifices. The images of this goddess frequently re-
present her with a necklace of human skulls ; and the Mysooreans
never failed to decorate their Chamoondee with a wreath com-
posed of the noses and ears of their captives.

! At what period Mysore (properly Mahish-uru. buffalo
town) acquired that name is uncertain. Reasons have been given
for supposing that it may have been known by that designation
before the Christian Era. The vulgar name of the place when
Chama Raja the Bald rcceived it as his portion was Puragadi,
but for the last four centuries Mysore (Mahishur) has been the
common name of the fort and town originally erected or repaired
by Hire Chama Raja the Bald. (Lewis Rice: Mysore, 1897-)

2 Nunjendgode.—~Nanjangud, a town 12 miles south of
Mysore situated on the right bank of the Kabbani river.
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Heere Cham Raj' succeeded to the government of
Mysoor.

The government of Vijeyanuggur, which had held
an authority over the south, fluctuating in efficiency
with the personal character of its head, had recently
been too mucl occupied in resisting its northern ene-
mies, to exercise any vigorous rule over its southern
dependants: the subversion of that government, in
1564, by the fcur mussulman princes of Dowlutabad,
Vijeyapoor, Gdconda, and Beder; and the relaxed
auchority of a fugitive government, which made sac-
cessive attempti to re-establish its power at Penconda,
Vellore, Chandergherry, and Chingleput; opcned an
ample field to :mbition, and enabled a succession of
enterprising petty chieftains of Mysoor gradually to

' The Hire Chuna Raja referred to is Bola Chama Raja
Wodeyar IV.
The following it the succession of the Mysore Rujas, ac-
cording to annals conpiled in the palace :—
Yadu Raya, Viaya, 1399-1423.
Hire Bettada (hama Raja Wodeyar I, 1123-1458.
Timma Raja Wodeyar I, 1458-1478.
Hire Chama Rfa Wodeyar II, Arberal, 1478-1513.
Bettada ChamaRaja Wodeyar 111, 1513-1552.
Timma Raja Wdeyar II, Appanna, 1552-1571.
Bola Chama Ray Wodeyar 1V, 1571-1576.
Bettada Chama Raja Wodeyar V, 1576-1578.
Raja Wodeyar 11578-1617.
Chama Raja Wdeyar VI, 1617-1637.
Tmmadi Raja Wdeyar 11, 1637-1638.
Ranadhira Kantbrava Narasa Raja Wodeyar, 1638-1659.
Dodda Deva RajaWodeyar, 1659-1672.
Chikka Deva RajaWodeyar, 1672-1704.
Kanthirava Wodewr, Mukarasu (Dumb King), 1704-1713.
Dodda Krishna Ria Wodeyar I, 1713-1731.
Chama Raja Wodyar VII, 1731-1734.
Krishna Raja Wooyar II, 1734-1766.
Nanja Raja Wodear, 1766 1770
Bettada Chama Ria Wodeyar VIII, 1770-1776.
Khasa Chama Raji Wodeyar I1X, 1776-1796.
Krishna Raja Wodgar III, 1796-1868.
Chama Rajendra Wdeyar X, 1868-1894.
Krishna Raja Wodear IV, 1895.
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assume a more respectable rank among the powers of
the south.

We accordingly find Heere Cham Raj evading
the payment of the revenue, or tribute due to the
viceroy of Vijeyanuggur, residing at Seringapatan,
and obtaining permission to erect som2 works, prob-
ably barriers. on the pretext that the wild hogs
destroyed the crops, and disabled him flom paying the
tribute. The works were no sooner ercted, than the
collectors of the royal duties were exyelled; and such
was the imbecility of this local governnent, that after
a fruitless attempt to seize the persm of Cham Raj,
while performing his devotions at the great temple at
Seringapatam, he continued to evadeall the demands
of the viceroy with impunity.

Heere Cbam Raj died in 1576, and was succeeded
by Betad Wadeyar, his cousin, of tte elder branch of
Hemunkully.

From the few features which hive been preserved
of this person’s character, he appars to have been
mild and brave, but thoughtless and improvident;
and in the short period of two yeas. had thrown the
finances into such disorder, thatthe elders* of the

* Hala Pyke, (signifying literally oll peons, or soldiers,) are
the Canara woids made use of in all tk manuscripts: but the
technical meaning is universally admited to be the ancient
adherents of the family of every descripfon; and not exclusively
those of the military class: The word Jeon, although horrowed
apparently from the Portuguese languag, is generally employed
by Europeans in India, as the translsion of a term for which,
perhaps, no single word can he found ii any of the languages of
Europe: viz. " an armed retainer scrvig on foot in uny depart-
ment of the government, whether of thy revenue, the police, or
the military establishment.” I have,iccordingly, considered it
more convenient to adopt this corrut, but well-known term,
than to employ any of the various wéds which denote that de-
scripfion of persons in the several langages of the south.

[Peon is a Portuguese word peo from pé and meaning a
*“foot-man " (also a paun at chess). In the sense of ** orderly ”
peon is the word usual in S. India,whilst chuprassy is more
common in N. India, though peon is ckasionally also used there.]
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land found themselves obliged to propose to his
younger brother Raj Wadeyar to supplant him in the
government. The scale of its affairs at this period
may be conjectured from the chief objection of Raj
Wadeyar to undertake so weighty a charge ; viz. that
with an empty treasury, an arrear of tribute of five
thousand * pagodas was due to the viceroy. This
difficulty was removed by a contribution of three
thousand from the privy purses of the females of the
family, and two thousand from the elders of the land:
and Raj Wodeyar was installed.

This deposition of the elder and election of the
younger brother, by the elders of the country, is a
curious feature of ancient Indian manners, and illus-
trates the uncertainty of succession which character-
ises the Hindoo law. We find the power exercised,
on several subsequent occasions, of deviating from the
direct course of lineal descent, for the dangerous
and generally delusive purpose, of obtaining a more
worthy, or a more compliant successor; and termi-
nating, as in other countries, in faction, usurpation,
and murder. Various incidents seem to prove, that
the characters of the brothers, rather than the man-
ners of the time, are marked in the disposal and
subsequent history of the deposed raja. He was
neither murdered nor imprisoned : and, on his ap-
proaching the hall of audience, where his brother had
been just installed, he was informed by the attendants,
that the measure had become necessary from the
state of the finances; but that he might still be

* £.1840 sterling.

[Payoda.—An obscure word used in three diffcrent senses:
(a) an idol temple, () anidol, (¢) & coin long current in S. India.
The derivation of the'word is doubtful (sec interesting nute on the
word in Yule and Burnell: Hobson Jobson, 1903). The ap-
proximate value of the gold pagoda was 3% rupees. Accounts at
Madras down to 1818, were kept in pagodas, fanams, and cash;
viz., 80 cash=1 single fanam, 42 single fanams=1 pagoda.
In 1818 the rupee was made the standard coin; the pagoda was
then reckoned as equivalent to 34 rupees.)
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usefully and honourably employed, in representing the
family at the court of the viceroy av Seringapatam;
or, if he should prefer independent retirement, that
also had been provided for him at Mysoor. “I will
reside at neither,” said he, and departed in anger,
but, shortly afterwards, we find him living peaceably
at Mysoor.

The chief of Caroogully, whom the manuscripts
now describse as a relation of the family, had
formed the design of seizing Mysoor by surprise,
and appeared suddenly before it. Betad Wadeyar
was walking carelessly about, with the air of leav-
ing to the new raja the care of his own defence:
“What,” said a woman who met him, “is this a time
for the blood of the Wadeyar to be inactive?” He
instinctively seized a battle-axe, called to the troops
to follow, cut through, at a blow, the simple bolt
of the gate, sallied forth on the enemy, and com-
pletely defeated him; and thenceforth we find this
generous and gallant soldier leading the forces of
his younger brother, and achieving a variety of petty
conquests.

A short time before this incident, a dispute
occurred at the court of the viceroy, which may
furnish a ground of amusing comparison between the
customs of those days and the modern etiquette of
- the eastern or the western world. Raj Wadeyar, in
passing to the court at Seringapatam, accompanied
by his usual, retinue and rude music, met the wadeyar
of Kembala going to court, attended also by musie.
Ra, Wadeyar, on ascertaining whose retinue it was,
ordered his own music to cease. On his arrival at
court, the viceroy asked him why he had not come
into the presence with his usual state: “ Music is
no distinction,” said he, “if my inferiors are also
allowed it.” The chief of Kembala took fire at this
insinuation: ‘‘Let us meet,” said Raj Wadeyar,
“and determine the superiority ; and with it the right
to the music.” The viceroy attempted to appease
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them, but the next day Raj Wadeyar marched to
Kembala,* defeated the wadeyar, and took the place.

The weakness of the provincial government be-
gins at this period to display itself, not only in the
arther encroachments of Raj Wadeyar upon his neigh-
bours, but in his being alternately in arms against
the viceroy, and veceived with favour at the court.
The town of Késara, dependent on Mysoor, was
besieged by the troops of the viceroy: Betad Wadeyar
attacked and defeated them: among the plunder was
an elephant ; but Raj Wadeyar sagely reflecting, as
the manuscript states, that he could maintain thirty
soldiers at the same expense as one elephant, sent the
animal as a peace-offering to the viceroy. The next
year we find him received with particular favour at
the court; and, immediately afterwards, not only
refusing to pay his tribute, on pretence of some
damage done to his plantations by the people of the
viceroy, but receiving a farther grant of land to com-
pensate for the injury.

The power and influence of Raj Wadeyar at the
court of the viceroy, and the apprehensions which he
had excited in the minds of the ministers at Seringa-
patam, are evinced by a strange and complicated
tissue of conspiracies and intrigues, and even a direct
attempt to assassinate him in his own dwelling at
Mysoor, which was averted by the caution of a faith-
ful adherent. The opportunity was expected to be
obtained by the mission of an officer of the court,
attended as usual by a large but select retinue, for
security after the perpetration of the murder, and
ostensibly charged with a secret and confidential
message from the viceroy. The Raja, unsuspicious
of treachery, without hesitation ordered all attendants
to withdraw; but a more vigilant observer took the
precaution of concealing himself behind one of the
pillars of the hall of audience, and, on perceiving the

* Kembala, formerly the portion of an elder branch of the
family, is now united to Mysoor,
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officer tc grasp his dagger, instantly inflicted on the
assassin the fate intended for the Raja. Among the
intrigues which threatened the most danger to Raj
Wadeyar was one which procured the defection of his
brother Betad Raj, who, on quarrelling with the
Raja, and retiring to Seringapatam, attempted to
direct the decayed energies and disorganised force of
the 7icercy to the recovery of his own patrimeny. In
returning carelessly from one of his expeditions he
fell into an ambuscade, prepared by direction of Raj
Wadeyar, to whom he was conducted as a prisoner.
Raj Wadeyar, at the sight of his brother, actuated by
the sudden impulse of natural affection, sprung up
with extended arms to embrace him; but the prisoner,
mistaking this unexpected movement for an attempt
on his life, exerted the athletic force for which he
was famed, and dashed his brother to the ground.
The rigour of his subsequent imprisonment extended,
however, no farther than a prohibition to leave his
house: but a relation of the family, named Komar
Narsa Raj, for reasons not stated in any of the
manuscripts, but probably with the view of doing an
acceptable service to the reigning Raja, hired a ruffian
to put out the eyes of the unfortunate Betad Cham
Raj. The intention was providentially made known
to Raj Wadeyar just as he had mounted his horse to
proceed on an expedition: he immediately returned,
ordered Komar Narsa Raj, accompanied by one of his
brothers, to be brought before him; and accosted him
by desiring he would instantly put out the eyes of his
own brother. He remonstrated by asking what crime
his brother had committed to deserve such a punish-
ment: ‘“ Wretch!” said Raj Wadeyar, ‘“and what
crime has my brother committed that you should em-
ploy a ruffian to blind him?” The nature of the
punishment inflicted on this person is not wentioned;
but the Rajah immediately released his brother, pre-
sented him with a bag of gold, and begged him to
consult his own safety and comfort by retiring for the



49

present from so dangerous a scene. He afterwards
lived as a private person at the village of Rung
Summooder, in perfect amity with his brother.

Many incidents in the history of this period,
exclusively of those which have been related, clearly
evince, that the mild and humane conduct of these
brothers is referable altogether to personal character,
and by no means to the manners of the times.

The acquisition of Seringapatam,* in 1610, which
is the most important event, not only in this reign

* Some brief notice of the ancient history of a place, so
celebrated in later times, may perhaps be expected.

Popular tradition, and manuscripts now proved to be of
modern fabrication, relate that Shevensummooder, an island 50
miles east of Seringapatam, remarkable for the much admired
falls of the Caveri, and still exhibiting the ruins of a town and
fortress, with two bridges over the branches of the river, was con-
quered and utterly destroyed by ope of the Bellal or Hoisala
kings ; that the heir of the vanquished dynasty, named Sree
Rung Rayel, after various adventures, recovored his patrimony ;
and being struck in passing Seringapatam with its resemblance
to the seat of his ancestors, determined to erect a fort on the
spot ; which he called after his own name. On the approach
of his dissolution he retired to Talecaud, and bequeathed his gov-
ernment to one of his ministers named Raj Wadeyar, from
whom, after many revolutions, the Rajas of Mysoor were after-
wards descended.

Shevensummooder is the only place of any importarce con-
nected with Mysoor, the history of which has hitherto not been
illustrated by ancient inscriptions, although the ruins have been
frequently and minutely explored for that express purpose; but
it is evident from those which relate to Seringapatam, that the
above popular and generally credited tale has bean confounded
with the revolution of 1610.

In 1133 a celebrated apostle of the Vishnevite sect, named
Ramanachooloo or Kamanjachares, led from Drauveda to avoid
a confession of faith prescribed by the Chola Raja, to be made by
all his subjects, the object of which was to establish the superiority
of Siva over Vishnoo. This apostle made numerous converts in
the upper countries, and among them the Rajah, thenceforth
named Vishnoo Verdana, of the Bellal or Hoisala dynasty, who
had before this period professed the Jain religion. This royal
convert conferred on his apostle and his followers the tract of
country on each side ot the river at Seringapatam, still known by

WH 4
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but in the history of the family, is related in different
manuscripts, with a diversity of statement, which
seems only to prove a mysterious intricacy of intrigue
beyond the reach of contemporaries to unravel. The
prevailing tale states that the viceroy Tremul Raj,
or Sree Rung Rayeel, as he is sometimes called, being
afflicted with the rajpdra, or royal boil, the disorder
most fatal to opulent and luxurious Indians, retired
to the holy temple of Talcaud, with the view of
being cured by the interposition of the idol, or breath-
ing his last before the sacred shrine: and that previ-

the name of Astagram, or eight townships, over which he
appointed his own officers, under the ancient designations of
Praboos and Hebbéres.

In 1454, a person named Timmana, a Hebbere or descend-
ant of the Vishnouvite bramins, who accompanied Ramanjacharee
from the East, obtained, by a visit to Vijeyanuggur, and by the
aid of a hidden treasure which he had just discovered, the gov-
ernment of the district, and permission to erect a fort; which
he called Sree-Runga-puttun, or the city of the holy Runga, in
honour of that God, to whom also he erected a temple ; which
was afterwards enlarged by the barbarous demolition of 101
Jair temples at Calaswadi, a town half way between that place
and Mysoor, the materials of which were removed for the improve-
meny of the new temple. Grants are extant from this Timmana,
now named Dhanaick, or Lieutenant, in the same year (1454)
that he laid the foundation of the fort. The names are mentioned
in subsequent grants of several of his lineal sucoessors; but I
cannot ascertain the exact period when they were displaced by
the appointment of a viceroy, with higher powers, and a more
extensive government, of whom the last was Tremul Raj, o
relation of the family of Vijeyanuggur.

For an explanation of the doctrines of the Jain above-men-
tioned, consult Appendix, No. 5.

[Seringapatam.—Situated in 12°25° N. Lat., 76° 45’ B. Long.,
at the western end of an island in the Kaveri river about three
miles in length from west to east and one in width. Lewis
Rice (Mysore Gazetteer, 1897) gives the following account of
Seringapatam. ' In 894, during the reign of the Ganga Sovereign,
a person named Tirumalaiya appears to have founded on the
island, then entirely overrun with jungle, two temples, one of
Ranganatha, and a smaller one of Tirumala Deva, enclosing them
with a wall, and to have called the place Sri-rangapura or
pattana.”
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ously to his departure he had selected Raj Wadeyar
of Mysoor for the confidential trust of administering
the government in his absence; and in the event of
his death, of transferring it to his kinsman and heir
the Wadeyar of Ommatoor. But on adverting to
the animosities and jealousies which had prevaded
for many years between these two persons; and the
recent attempt of the viceroy, only three years before,
to remove Raj Wadeyar by assassination, we rust
reject as contrary to all probability the tale of this
singular bequest of confidence and friendship.
Forty-six years had now elasped since the sub-
version of the empire, from’ which the viceroy had
derived his original powers. This sinking and fugi-
tive state, foiled in the attempt to re-establish its
government at Penconda, had now renewed its feeble
efforts at Chundergherry. The viceroy himself was
worn down with age and disease: his government,
long destitute of energy, had fallen into the last stage
of disorganization, faction, and imbecility: it is not
improbable that, foreseeing its impending destruc-
tion, he concluded the best compromise in his power
with his destined conqueror; and the mannscript of
Nuggur Pootia even details the names of the persons,
probably of his own court, who had combined (as it

Sewell (4 Furgotten Empire, 1900) says: * We learn from
other sources that about this time (1510) Krishna Deva Raya,
was engaged with a refractory vassal in the Maisur country, the
Ganga Rajah of Ummatur and was completely successful. He
captured the strong fortress of Sivasamudra and the fortress of
Sirangaputta or Seringapatam, reducing the whole country to
obedience.” 1In the narrative of Paes, which accompanied the
chronicles sent from India to Portugal about the year 1537, he
mentions that Krishna Deva Raya had twelve wives among
whom were daughters “of a king his vassal who is king of
Seringapatao.”

Shevensummooder—Sivasamudram, situated on the south
horder of Malavalli Talug, Mysore District. The Kaveri river
here hranches into two streams ; the principal island is known as
Sivasamudram (sea of Siva). The town appears to have been
founded in the 16th century by Gange Raja.]

W H 4*
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is stated, with the permission of Vencatapetty Rayeel,
who then reigned at Chundergherry) to compel him
to retire. All that can be determined with eertainty
is, the quiet retirement of Tremul Raj to Talcaud,
where he soon afterwards died; and the peaceable
occupation by Raj Wadeyar of the fort of Seringa-
patamn, which thenceforth became the seat of the
government of his family. It is certain that until
this period the Rajas of Mysoor openly professed the
religion of the Jungum; but many circumstances
afford room to conjecture that it was about this time

" that they adopted the insignia and ceremonies of the

sect of Vishnoo; and as the whole of the old court
had been of that persuasion, it is highly reasonable
to suppose that the real or ostensible conversion of
the new Raja was one of the fundamental conditions
of their conspiring to depose the viceroy. Many
however of the subsequent Rajas of Mysoor are
supposed to have secretly professed their ancient
religion; and it is known to me that several relations
of the house continue to do so at this time. Chick
Deo Raj is the first who can unquestionably be stated
to have made a public profession of the religion of
Vishnoo, about 1687.

The numerous wars and conquests of Raj Wade-
yar, before and after this important acquisition,
present little to arrest the attention. The date of
these successive events is preserved in the records of
the respective villages or districts, and in the MSS.
of Poornia, and Pootia: and as an illustration not al-
together uninteresting to those who may wish to
verify the general progress of Indian revolutions which
has been noticed, or to examine the actual growth of
the government of Mysoor, lists of these conquests
will be subjoined at the conclusion of this and the
successive reigns, adding the names of the former
possessors, where they have been ascertained.

The rule of Raj Wadeyar was remarkable for the
rigour and severity which he exercised towards the
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subordmate Wadeyars, and his indulgence towards
the Ryots." The Wadeyars were generally dispos-
sessed, and kept in confinement on a scanty allowance
at the seat of government; and it was the policy of
Raj Wadeyar to reconcile the Ryots to the change,
by exacting from them no Jarger sums than they had
formerly paid.

The following is a List of his Conquesis. A. D,
Conquered Auka Hebbal from Narsing Naick of 1584.
Narsipoor.

Rung Summooder from Tim Raj: (it is doubtful 1585
whether it may not be Tremul Raj); twelve villages
were annexed to this acquisition.
Kembala by assault; this is the Wadeyar with 1590.
whom he fought on the ludicrous contest regarding
the more ludicrous music.
Nurmullee. 1595,
Karoogullee from his relation; imprisoned him, Ditto.
and enriched Mysoor with the plunder of the place.
Arrakerra, stated to have been the Jaghire of 1600.

Jugdeo Row.
Sosilla and Bunnoor from Nuaderaj of Talcaud. 1606
Canniambaddy from Dudeia Prabhoo. Ditto.

Acquired Seringapatamn and its dependencies, 1610.
then probably uch reduced in extent.

Took Seroor, a dependency of Periapatam, which 1610.
was possessed by a relation of the Wadeyar of Coag.

Sergoor from Sree Kunt Wadeyar. 1613.

Turcanambady, a dependency of Seringapatam, 1613.
which had been dissevered from it under Tremul Raj,
by Nunderaj Wadeyar.

Oomatoor from the same person. Ditto.

! Ryot.— Ar. rasyat, from 7a-d to pasture, meaning originally,
according to its etymology, “a herd at pasture ". but then
* subjects ' (collectively). It is by natives used for ' a subject”
in India, but its specific Anglo-Indian a.pplxcntlon is to “a ten-
ant of the soil” an individual occupying land as a farmer or
cultivator. (Yule and Burnell : Hobson Jobson, 1903, p. 77T.)
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Ditto-

Ditto.

1615.

Ditto-

1615.
1617.

b4

Ram Summooder and Hadanaud from Chunder
Naick, brother of Nunjeraj.
Haroohully from Nunjeraj and Sree Kunt Wade-
yat.
Hardunhully from Nunjeraj Wadeyar.
Moogoor from Busswan Raj Wadeyar.
Kikary from Jugdeo Raj.—N. B. This person
was the descendant of the celebrated Jug Deo.
Hooshullul from the same.
Manuttoor depending on Periapatam.’

CHAM RAJ.

Six sons of the late Raja, who would seem to
have arrived at years of maturity, all died before their
father, and only one of them, viz. Narsa Raj, left
male issue, Cham Raj, a youth of fifteen, who im-
mediately succeeded to his grandfather. The second
wife of Raj Wadeyar was. however, four months
advanced in her pregnancy at the time of her hus-
band’s decease, and her posthuious son succeeded to
Cham Raj.

During a rule of twenty years, in which the
dominions of Mysoor were gradually and very con-
siderably enlarged, no event of importance occurred
which {alls within the plan of this narrative ; and the
dates and names of the conquest must conclude tiie
meagre chronicle of the reign, which will however be
illustrated by subsequent events. An incident con-
nected with the capture of Hegara Devancota® in
1624, seems strongly to illustrate the character of

! Almost all the above villages are situated in the Mysore
District which has an area of 5,517 square miles ; its greatest
length from east to west is about 97 miles ; from north to south
the extreme distance is about 102 miles. Coag is no doubt
Coorg, now a small province under the Indian Government,
which lies to the west of Mysore District.

2 Hegara Devamcota.—Heggadadevankote, a town situated
in a wild forest tract, 36 miles south-west of Mysore. Heggada
Deva held the town in the tenth century. It was subsequently



55

the times. The Mysoorean army attacked the place
during the absence of its chief, Chen Raj Wadeyar,
on a distans expedition, and obtained a great booty.
The simplicity of a Vakeel," or negotiator, is preserv-
ed by tradition, who on the approach of the army
came out to treat. My inaster, (said he) is absent
with the troops: the Ranee (queen) is in labour, and
exceedingly alarmed at your approach: we have only
fifty soldiers in the place, and the late rains have
made two large breaches in the rampart, one on the
scuthern, and the other on the eastern face. To come
at such a time is very improper and ungenerous.”
It appears that this Raja followed the example
of his predecessor in assuming the direct management
of the conquered districts; in keeping the captive
Wadeyars at the seat of government, under a greater
or less degree of restraint according o circumstances ;
and in refraining from any additional assessment on
the Ryots. He died in 1637, and during his reign the
following® conquests were made:
Shergoor from Jugdeo Row. 1621,
Muddoor® from Veetana.
Talcad* from Soam Raj Wadeyar.
Arcotar from Balajee Naick. 1633.
Sindigut, the capital of Jugdeo Row, 1624.
Bokunkerra, belonging to the same.

subdued by Vijayanagar, but the town was granted to the chief
as an estate, which was held as feudatory to Sri Ranga Rayal at
Seringapatem, until it was taken in 1624 by Chama Raja.
(Mysore Gazetteer.)

! Vakeel.—An attorney ; an authorised representative. Arab.
Wakel.

2 Of the places mentioned in this list the following are the
principal ones, the capture of which indicates the gradual acces-
sion of power by the Mysore Rajas :—

3 Muddoor.—Maddur, a town in the Mysore District, 36 miles
north-east of Mysore. It was rebuilt by Haidar Ali and finally dis-
mantled by Lord Cornwallis in1791, on his march to Seringapatam.

* Talcad.Talakad, in the Mysore District. 28 miles south-
east of Mysore.
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Sattiagal," then the capital of Keerachooree
Nunjeraj of Alembaddy.

Hunganoor from the Prabhoo of Yellandoor.

Cuttamalwaddy from Chen Raj Wadeyar.

Teddoor from Dewar Prabhoo.

Cenapatam,® after a long siege, from a de-
scendant of the celebrated Jugdeo, and immediately
afterwards Caunkanhully and Nagamangul from the
same person.

Beloor from Peram Rawata.

Took Cheneroypatam® after a very long siege.

IMMADEE RAJ.

The posthumous son of Raj Wadeyar ascended
the Musnud* in his 20th year, on the death of his
nephew Cham Raj, and was poisoned at the expira-
tion of a year and a half by his Dulwoy® (general and
minister) Veecrama Raj. It is probable that the
meagre annals of the preceding reign would furnish
more of incident, if we had access to the genuine his-
tory of the Dulwoys during that period ; but not only
the fact which has just been stated, and the assassin-
ation of Veecrama under the succeeding Raja, are

1 Sattiagal.—Satyagala, now a small village in the District of

Coimbatore, Madras, on the Kaveri river close to Sivasamudram.
Cenapatam.—Chennapatna, ¢ town in the Bangalore

District, 87 miles south-west of Bangalore. The fort was built by
Jagadeva Rayal (Jugdeo) about 1580. His descendants held the
country to the south-west of Bangalore, and the capture of this
fort and that of Kankanhalli 36 miles south of Bangalore, gave the
Raja possession of what now forms the two talugs of the Banga-
lore District bearing these names. The capture of these places
completed the kingdom of Mysore to the south and south-west.

3 Cheneroypatam.—Channarayapatoa, about 50 miles north of
Mysore ; now the head-quarters of a taluq in the Hassan District.

4 Musnud.—Ar. Masnad from root Samad ‘‘ he leaned or
rested upon it.” The large cushion used by Indian Princes in
place of a throne.

$ Dulwoy.—Dalaway. In 8. India the commander-in-chief of
an army, (Taniil talavdy, Skt. dala, “ army " vah * to lead ").
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altogether omitted in the family history of the Dul-
woys, but even the name of this personage has been
obliterated from their annals.

The preceding Raja had succeeded to the govern-
ment at the early age of fifteen. We may conjecture
from subsequent events that his minister had found
him of an easy temper; and in the mode so familiar
to Indian courts of modern and ancienc date, had, by
inciting and corrupting his natural propensities,
plunged him into habits of low and licentious indo-
lence; and thus kept him through life in a state of
perpetual tutelage. Immadee Raj was probably found
to possess too much of the energy of his grandfather,
and was therefore speedily removed.

CANTY REVA NARSA RAJ.

This person was son of the gallant and generous 1638.
Betad Cham Raj Wadeyar. The government returned
in his person to the eldar branch, from which it had
been wrested by the deposition of his father, whose
martial spirit he inherited, without his careless
extravagance and incapacity for finance.

An instance is preserved of his chivalrous spirit,
which seems to be well authenticated. While living
in obscurity in a remote village, during the former
reigns, a travelling bramin from Trichinopoly men-
tioned in conversation a celebrated champion at that
court, who had defeated all antagonists from every
part of India, and had now proclaimed a general
challenge. Canty Reva being desirous of seeing this
celebrated personage, requested the bramin to be his
guide and companion to Trichinopoly, where, conceal-
ing his rank, he presented himself as the antagonist
of the challenger; and the broad sword having been
determined as the weapon, he defeated and slew the
champion, in presence of the whole court, assembled
to witness the contest. The Raja of Trichinopoly
was desirous of distinguishing and retaining in his
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service this remarkable stranger; but he absconded
in the night, and returned to his humble habitation,
where the incident was soon made public.

Such was the character of the man whom an
usurping minister had the audacity to select for his
nominal master.

On his arrival at Mysoor, where it was still the
Eractice to instal the Rajas, the minister ordered that

e should be lodged in an exterior apartment: and
assigning to him a few personal attendants, announc-
ed, 1n a manner sufficiently intelligible, the condition
to which he was destined, by departing on a tour of
the neighbouring districts, without going through the
form of installing him, or even the decent observance
of paying his personal respects. During the tour it
was reported to the minister that the Raja appeared
to be dissatisfied, and would probably attempt to
recover his independence:--‘‘Let him take care,”
said the minister, negligently, “ and remember that I
have not yet installed him.”

The murder of Immadee Raja, and the facts
which have just been stated, constitute the grounds
of the conjecture which has been hazarded regarding
the condition of the two preceding Rajas; and the
open and conteptuous arrogance of the minister’s
demeaaor on the present occasion seems to furnish
abundant proof of an absolute usurpation.

During the absence of the minister, two of
the attendants appointed to wait on the Raja elect
secretly unfolded to him the history of the murder of
his predecessor, and offered their services to despatch
the usurper: this was accordingly effected on the
very night subsequent to his arrival at Mysoor, after
he had gone through the form of paying a visit of
ceremony to the Raja.

The detail of this transaction has been preserved
in several manuscripts. The two attendants (Peons,
or foot soldiers) scaled the walls of the minister's
court-yard after dark, and laid in wait for an oppor-
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tunity to effect their purpose. Shortly afterwards the
minister appeared, preceded by a torch-bearer, passing
towards a detached apartment. The associates first
killed the torch-bearer, and the light happened to be
entirely extinguished. *“ Who are you?” said the
minister. *“ Your enemy!” replied one of the Peons;
and made a blow. The minister, however, closed
with him, and being the more powerful man, threw
hiy to the ground, and held him by the throat, in
which situation he called out for aid. The night was
so very dark that his companion was afraid to strike
at random. “Are you uppermost or undermost ?”
“Undermost,” cried the half-strangled Peon, and this
information enabled his associate to strike the fatal
blow.

Canterava Narsa Raj was installed on the fol-
lowing day, and in two days afterwards proceeded to
the seat of government at Seringapatam. In the
first year of his accession he had to defend the
capital of his dominions against a formidable invasion
of the forces of the Mohammedan king of Vijeyapoor,
under a general of reputation, named Rend Dhoola
Khan* who besieged Seringapatam; and having
effected a practicable breach, made a general assault,
in which he was repulsed with great slaughter; and
not only compelled to raise the siege, but harassed in
his retreatf by successive attacks, in which the Raja
obtained considerable booty.

* The bridegroom of the field of battle. This is the only
Mahommedan dynasty that gave Hindovee titles ; in genural they
are exclusively Arabic.

t In the same year we find Rend Dhoola Khan uniting with
a multitude of rebellious Wadeyars depending on Bednore, and
besieging the Raja of that country in Cowlidroog. The Raja
bought off the Mahommedan general, who left the Wadeyars to
the consequences of the Raja's indignation.

[Kanthirava Narasa Raja reigned from 1638 to 1659. The
Mughals had taken Daulatabad in 1632, and Aursngzeb was
appointed viceroy of the Dekhan ; but the contests with the
Mughal power were shortly brought to a close for the time by
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After a number of conquests, which will be
stated in the usual manner, Canterava Narsa Raj
returned in 1654 to Seringapatam, where he instituted
a deliberate inquiry into the condition ot all his
dependents, and subjects of every description. Tt
was his first object to reduce to entire subjection the
remnant of refractory Poligars and Wadeyars which
still existed: and it may be inferred that he assumed
the direct government of the whole of his dominions,
from the farther measures which he is recorded to
have pursued. He made a detailed and particular
scrutiny into the condition of the gouds,' or
heads of villages, and principal farmers throughout
his dominions, whom he had found to be the most
turbulent of all his subjects: and ingeniously attri-
buting their refractory disposition to a purse-proud
arrogance, arising from the excessive accumulation
of wealth, he determined to apply a very summary
and direct remedy, by seizing at once on the supposed
source of the evil.

He accordingly levied on the whole of this de-

the treaty which extinguished the State of Ahmednagar and maae
Bijapur tributary to Delbi. The Bijapur arms were then
directed to the south, uuder Ran-dulha Khan ; with whom
Shahji,_father of the famdus, Bivaji, was sent as second in
command.

The course of this invasion was by the open cauntry of Banka-
pur, Haribar, Basvapatna and Tarikere, up to the woods of
Bednur, the whole of which was overrun. Tne Bednur Chief
was besieged in Kavaledurga but bought off the enemy.

Cowlidroog.—Kavale-durga, a hili in a wild region in the
west of ]the Tirthahalli Talug, Shimoga District, 3,058 feet above
the sea.

! Gouds.— Gauda, the headman of the village. His duty was
to see that the farmers cultivated the land for the rent agreed on
in the annual settlement ; to collect the revenue and pay it to the
proprietors of the district according to the agreements made ; to
adjust all the accounts of the year and settle the reut for the
ensuing year. Obviously these duties gave much opening for dis-
honesty, to unscrupulous officials, who had it in their power to
distress those who displeased them.
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scription of persons such contributions as, according
to the manuscripts, left them only a sufficient capital
for the uses of agriculture, and nothing for the pur-
poses of commotion: it does not, however, appear
that he ventured to augment the fixed assessment of
the Ryots.

He improved and enlarged the fortifications of
Seringapatam ; and being enriched by his various
foreign conquests and domestic plunder, supplied
it with provisions and military stores, in a style
of complete equipment which had bitherto been
unknown.

He was the first Raja of Mysoor who established
a mint. The cantyrai hoons* and fanams, called
after his name, continued to be the sole national coin
until the Mohammedan usurpation; and at this time
form a considerable portion of the currency of the
country.

He is also noted as the author of a new and
more respectful etiquette at his court, and for having
first celebrated with suitable splendour the feast of
the Maha-noumi,t or Dessara ; for having presented
to the idol Sree Runga a crown of valuable jewels ; and
for having established munificent endowments for the

* The coin which Europeans call a Pagoda.

[Of the Mysore Rajas, the first to establish a mint was
Kanthirava Narasa Raja, who ruled from 1638-1659. He coined
fanams only (Kanthiraya hana) but ten of these were taken
to be equal to a varaha or pagoda, which had, however, no
actual existence, but was a nominal coin used in accounts only.
Even after the coins struck by him had become obsolete, the
accounts continued to be kept in Kanthiraya varaha and hata,
the Canteroy pagodas and fanams of the English treaties with
Mysore and of the ofticial accounts down to the time of the
British assumption. (Lewis Rice: Mysore, 1897. Vol. I, p. 803 )]

t Maha-Noumi, the Great Ninth, the feast being celehrated
on the 9th day of the increasing moon ; it is the supposed
anniversary of a great event in the history of the celebrated
Pandoos. The feast is kept with a creditable degree of splendour
by the present Raja of Mysoor, and athletic contests and various
sports are exhibited betore him during nine successive days.
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support of all the principal temples. He is of course
the idol of his Bramin historians, whose system of

Mysoor, I believe, is the only country in the south of India in
which the institution of the athletee (Jetti) has been preserved
on its ancient footing. These persons constitute & distinct caste,
trained from their infancy in daily exercises for the express
purpose of these exhibitions ; and perhaps the whole world does
not produce more perfect forms than those which are exhibited
at these interesting but cruel sports. The combatants, clad in
a single garment of light orange-coloured drawers, extending
half way down the thigh, have their right hand furnished with &
weapon, which, for want of a more appropriate term, we shall
name a ceestus, although difterent from the Roman instrument of
that name. It is composed of buffalo horn, fitted to the hand,
and pointed with four knobs, resembling very sharp knuckles,
and corresponding to their situation, with a fifth of greater pro-
minence, at the end nearest the little finger, and at right angles
with the other four. ‘This instrument, properly placed, would
enable & man of ordinary strength to cleave open the head of his
adversary at a blow ; but the fingers being introduced through the
weapon, it is fastened across them at an equal distance between
the first and second lower joints, in a situation, it will be observ-
ed, which does not admit of attempting a severe blow, without
the risk of dislocating the first joints of all the fingers.

Thus armed, and adorned with garlands of flowers, the
successive pairs of combatants, previously matched by the
masters of the feast, are led into the arena; their names and
abodes are proclaimed ; and after making their prostrations, first
to the Raja seated on his ivory throne, in a balcony which over-
looks the arena, and then to the lattices behind which the ladies
of the court are seated, they proceed to the combat, first divest-
ing themselves of the garlands, and strewing the flowers grace-
fully over the arena.

The combat is a mixture of wrestling and boxing, if the
latter may be so named : the head is the exclusive object permit-
ted to be struck. The guards for defence, though skilful, are not
numerous ; the blows are meve cuts inflicted by the ceestus ; and
before the end of the contest, both of the combatants may fre-
quently be observed streaming with blood from the crown of the
head down to the.sand of the arena.

The wrestling is truly admirable; and the exertions of the
combatants to disengage themselves from unfavourable positions,
in which the head would be exposed to the cmstus, are, as mere
specimens of activity, not exceeded by any corresponding exhi-
bition on an European stage.
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ethics is not disturbed by any troublesome reflec-
tion on the simple transfer of property, by which
the fruits of industry are transformed into pious
plunder.

It remains to detail the conquests of this reign.

When victory seems to have declared itself, or the contest
is too severely maintained, the moderators in attendance on the
Raja in the balcony make a signal for its cessation, by throwing
down turbans and robes, to be presented to the combatants,
rvho before retiring repeat their prostrations to the Raja and the
attices.

A wistful look towards the balcony is the usual symptomn of
acknowledged inferiority, or of being, in the phrase of English
pugilists, not game : and the victor frequently goes off the arena in
four or five somersets, to denote that he retires fresh from the
contest. A pair of fresh combatants is introduced with the same
forms, and of such pairs about two hundred are exhibited during
the nine days of the great festival.

The Jetti of Mysoor are divided into five classes, and the
ordinary prize of victory is promotion to a higher class. There
are distinet rewards for those of the first clags, and in their old
age they are promoted to be masters of the feast. During three
years that I attended the Raja at this feast there was one
champion who remained unmatched ; on the fourth a stripling
offered to engage, and was merely permitted to spar with him,
and on the fifth year this youth was victorious.

[Maha-Nowmi.-—Maha-navami, known also under the name
of Dasara ; the Durga puja of N. India. The Maha-navami is
the ninth day of the Dasara, which lasts for ten days, beginning
with the first lunar day of the waxing moon of the seventh lunar
month between September 15th and October 16th. It is the
day on which arms are worshipped. The Dasara is still celebrat-
ed in Mysore every year as a great event- The Raja presides in
state and several days are given over to holiday making. The
athletic contests are now confined to wrestling und none of the
blood-shedding described in the note is permitted to occur.

Pandoos.—Pandus, the five sons of the king of Kurus.
They are said in the Maha-Bharata to have been the sons of
Gods. Arjuna, the third son, is said by tradition to have visited
Mysore and spent some years of his life there.

Jetti o1 Jatti.—Also called Musthiga a caste of professional
athletes in Mysore. They number a little over a thousands.
Abbé Dubois gives a similar account of the contests to that given
by Wilks. (Dubois and Beauchamp: Hindu Manners, Customs
and Ceremonies. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1897).]
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He descended the Caveripooram® pass, and took
Jambelly,” and several other places depending on
Goottee Moodelaree, of Caveripoorum.

Took Humpapoor® from Nersing Naick.

Betadpoor* from Nunjend Raj, Wadeyar of Coorg.

Periapatam from Nunjend Raj, whose son, Veer
Raj, fell in the defence of the place ; established there
his: own garrison, and carried off the plunder to
Seringapatam.

Curb-Culloor, and Miasummooder, from Bheirapa
Naick.

Arkulgoor,® depending on Bullum.*

Coondgull® from Kimpe Gour of Maagry.

Rettingherry® from Eitebal Row.

Veerabuddra Droog, Kingeri Cotta, Penagra, and
Darampoory, depending on Vijeyapoor, and establish-
ed his own authority in these four talooks. Fourteen
years before this period the capital is besieged by the
army of Vijeyapoor the series of conquests begins
now to be reversed, and that once powerful monarchy,

The following places can be now identified, indicating the
substantial additions mude by Kanthirava Narasa Raja:—

! Caveripooram —XKaveripuram, a village in Bhavani Talug
of Coimbatore District, on the right bank of the Kaveri river,
82 miles N.N E. of Coimbatore.

2 Jambelly—Samballi, a village on the Kaveri, about 10
miles below Kaveripuram.

Humpapoor.—~Hampapur, a village near the Kabbani river,
about 15 miles west of Nanjangud, Mysore District.

¢ Betadpoor.—Bettadpur and Peryapatna, two villages in
the Hunsur Taluq, Mysore District, west of Seringapatam.

Arkulgoor—Arkalgud, a town in the Hassan District,
about 20 miles due north of Bettadpur.

Bullum.—Balam, an old province, now Manjarabad in
Hasean District. Tt was made over by the rulers of Vijeyanagar
to one of their generals and held by them as Nayaks. Represen-
tatives of the family are still in existence.

" Coondgull—Kunigal, in the S.W. of Tumkur District,
Mysore.

® Rettingherry.—Ratnagiri.  Virabadradrug, Pennageram,
and Dharmapuri, are places in Dharmapuri Talug in N.W. of
Salem District, Madras.
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threatened from the north and undermined within,
now verges towards its close.
Took Dankanicotta from Eitebal Row, and
carried a large booty from thence to Seringapatam.
Descended the Gujjelhutty pass, took Denaikan- 1653.
cotta,’ Sattimungul,’ and other places from Venca-
tadry Naick, brother of the Raja of Madura,* and

! Denaikancotta—Denkanikota in Dharmapuri Talug, Salem
Distriet.

2 Sattimungul.—Satyamangalam, in the Coimbatore Dis-
trics, Madras.

* Nagana Naid, described to be head of the bullock depart-
ment to Acheta Deva Rayeel of Vijeyanuggur, founded the
dynasty of the Naicks of Madura about the year 1532, with the
aid of a colony of Telingas, which seems to have been planted
in that country some time before by the government of Vijeya-
nuggur. The persons known by the general designation of
southern Poligars, who have so often resisted the authority of
the English government, are the descendants of these foreigners,
and preserve the language of their ancestors distinet from that of
the aborigines; although the Tamul is so generally spoken by them
all a8 to render the existence of a separate language (now verging
to extinction) not very obvious to common observation. The
fact is known to me not only from personal communication, but
from several domestic memoirs preserved in the Mackenzie
collection. 1 believe that the only genuine Tamul of any
consequence concerned in the rebellion of 1800-2 was Chenna
Murdoo, who, from the mean situation of dog-boy, had sup-
planted the Poligar, properly the Wadeyar, his master, and
usurped the government. The most daring of these Poligars are
of the Totier cast, among whom may be observed the singular and
economical custom which is general throughout Coorg, and may
be traced in several other countries from Tibet to Cape Comorin,
of having but one wife for a family of several brothers. The
elder brother is first married, and the lady is regularly asked
‘whether she consents to be also the spouse of the younger hrothers.
When the means of the family enable them to afford another
wife, the second and successively the other brothers marry, and
their spouses are equally accommodating. This custom is traced
by tradition to the five sons of Pandoo, the heroes of the Maha-
barut. During their expulsion from the government, their sister
Draupeda went to seek and comfort them in the forests where
they secreted themselves. The brother who first met her wrote
to his mother in these words. "I have found a treasure, what

WH 5
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brought home an immense booty ; he also took many
talooks from Veerapa, Naik of Madura.

Took Oossoor® from Chender Senker, and obtain-
ed a valuable booty.

In the same year he engaged the army of
Kempe-Goud* of Maagry at Yelavanca,’ gained a

shall I do with it?"” * Share it with your brethren, and enjoy
it equally,” was the answer: she accordingly became their
common wife ; and in Hindoo poetry is frequently distinguished
by an epithet signifying, * adorned with five nuptial bands.”

[Nagana Naid.—Late in the 14th century, the Pandya
Kingdom, with its capital at Madura, became tributary to the
Kingdom of Vijayanagar. It was ruled by descendants of the old
Tamul race. It became involved in & war with the Cholas in
Tanjore and one Nagama Nayak was sent by the government of
Vijayanagar to help in the war. He and his family after him
usurped the government of Madura and began the dynasty of
Nayaks there, the chief of whom was Tirumal Nayak, who buil
the public buildings still standing in Madura.

The Tothya—totier—ecaste, otherwise called Kambalas, an
agricultural caste, subdivision of the Vadugars, descendants of a
tribe from north of Vijayanagar, originally enlisted largely in
military service under the Nayak rulers of Madura. Under
British administration they have settled down to agricultural life.
They number about 27,000. Wilks appears to have been mis-
informed as to their following the custom of polyandry. He may
have coniused them with the Kummala caste, the members of
which who live on the west coast do practise polyandry. (See
Madras Manual of Administration, Vol. ITI, p. 249.)]

! Qossoor.-~Hosur, the head-quarters of a talug in Salem
District, about 25 miles, S. of Bangalore.

* The ancestor of Kempe-Goud was a common farmer, or
Ryot, in the village of Aloor near Conjeveram in Drauveda, and
emigrated with his family to avoid the oppression of the
Wadeyar of that place, who wished to seize the daughter of
the farmer, celebrated for her beauty. He settled on a waste
spot about thirteen miles north of Bangalore, and founded the
village of Yellavanca, of which he became the Goud or Potoil.

The first exploit of the farmer (for in his days all farmers
were_soldiers) was a victory over the Wadeyar of Bangalore.

* Yelavanca.—Yalahanks, a town 10 miles N. of Banga-
lore. It was the first possession of Jaya Gauda, the progenitor
of the Kempe Gouda line of chiefs. Jaya Gauda obtained the
title of Yalakanka Nad Prabhu about 1420 and it remained in
the possession of his family for 230 years.
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complete victory, with a large booty, pursued the
fugitives to Maagry,' and levied a contribution on
this powerful Goud, now risen to the rank of Raja.

DUD* DEO RAJ.
The late Raja died without issue. It seems to 1459

The foundation of the present fortress, and of that on the
tremendous rock of Savandroog, is the work of this sdventur-
ous family; which extended its dominions over the woody
country stretehing south towards the Cavery, and to a con-
siderable distance on the plain in every direction, forming upon
the whole a large, valuable, and formidable possession. During
the government of the 5th in lineal succession from Veera Goud, -
the founder of the family, Rend Dhoola Khan, the general of
the king of Vijeyapoor, wrested from him Bungalore and most
of his possessions on the plain. This must have been between
the years 1644 and 1655, which would place the emigration
of the family from Drauveda about the middle of the preced-
ing century. The family was extinguished in 1728 by Dad
Kishen Raj of Mysoor.

Similar to this was the origin of a far more formidable
and rapid progress in the north of India. It will be observed
that the northern news-letters inserted in the Appendix to the
reports of the committee of the house of commons generally
speak of Madajee Sindia a8 the Putteel or Potail (the same us
goud), and he had a pride in being so addressed by his
ancient associates in his public Durbar at Delhi; after having
overthrown the house of Timour.

[Kempe-Goud.—Kempe Gauda, the first Kempe Ganda
was the most distinguished chief of the line of Jaya Gauda
and acquired the favour of Krishna Raya and Achyuta Raya,
kings of Vijayanagar. He founded the town of Bangalore, and
aoquired considerable territory round it. He established &
mint, whence issued the Baire Deva coins. Subsequently he
came under suspicion and was imprisoned by the Vijayanagar
king Badasiva Raya and confined in Anegundi fort. He was
afterwards released and came back to his territory. In 1638
Ran-dulha Khan, the general of the Adil Shahi king of Bijapur,
oaptured Bangalore from a descendant of Kempe Gauda, and
the chiefs were left with a territory lying to the west of
qualore of which Magadi was the capital.]

Maagry.—Magadi, 29 miles E. of Bangalore. Immadi Kempe
Gauda when he was ousted from Bangalore, retired to Magadi.
* Dud—ygreat; Chick—little ; or senior and junior: It was
WH 5%
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have been a principle on such occasions to revert to
some descendant of an elder branch; but beyond this
single consideration we shall seldom find an adherence
to any fixed rule of succession. The queen dowager
and the general of the forces are stated to have
decided on this occasion; but it seems difficult to
reconcile their decision to any imaginable rule of
descent.

Muppin Deo Raj, the eldest son of Bole Cham
Raj, left four sons, of whom it is known with certainty
that the eldest and youngest, and probably the
second and third also, were at this time alive. The
. eldest son Dud Devaia was an old man, and had
a son Chick Deo Raj aged 32. The younger or fourth
brother of Dud Devaia was also no more than 32, the
same age as his nephew. This is the person who
was selected, to the exclusion of the three elder bro-
thers, and their male issue ; although after his decease
they again reverted to the same son of the elder bro-
ther at 45, whom they had passed over at 32.* Dud
Deo Raj sustained, during the first year of his reign,
a formidable invasion by the troops of Seopha Naickf
the Rajah of Bednor, sanctioned by the name and

on the accession of Chick Deo Raj that the distinction was made
to mark the first and second in the order of succession. The
name of Dud Deo Raj, previously to his accession, was Kemp
Devaia, or Devai, the fair or red.

* These details, clearly deduced from the genealogical
manuscript, are involved in great obscurity in all the historical
pieceés, from the confused and loose practice of frequently making
no distinction between son and fraternal nephew ; brother, and
cousin-german ; and other equally purzling inaccuracies, result-
ing from the domestic practices and habits of thinking of the
Hindoos ; those details also explain with sufficient clearness the
reason of a fact incidentally noticed, thut Chick Deo Raj with
his father were kept as prisoners at Turkanamby duridg this

reign.

t About the middle of the 16th century the ancestor of this
Raja from the situation of an opulent farmer was raised to the
rank of governor of Bednore. In process of time he threw off
his allegiance, and by farther conquests had now become a
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personal influence of the last of the race of Vijeya-
nuggur.

In consequence of a succession of revolutions
and misfortunes in Drauveda, Sree Rung Rayeel,’ the
representative of the house of Vijeyanuggur, fled from
that country in the year 1646, and took refuge with
the Raja of Bednore, formerly a servant of his family,
who availed himself of this useful pageant to extend
his own dominions under the semblance of re-estab-
lishing the royal house of his liege lord: and now
appeared before Seringapatam with an army suffici-
ently powerful to invest the place.

Dud Deo Raj is accused by the historians of
Bednore of having employed bribery as well as mili-
tary prowess for the purpose of inducing this army
to raise the siege, and retreat in confusion and dis-
may to Bednore. The Mysooreans extended their
conquests to the west, and appear to have received
from the royal pageant forced grants of conguered
districts during this and the four subsequent years,
after which we hear no more of Sree Rung Rayeel,
or the house of Vijeyanuggur.

This reign is also distinguished by a serious al-
though less formidable attack from another power,
which had arisen on the ruins of the house of Vijeya-
nuggur. Chuckapa, Naick of Madura, had meditated
the entire conquest of Mysoor; but the events of the
war reversed his expectations, and left the districts
of Erroor and Darapoor as fixed conquests in the
possession of Deo Raj, after he had urged his success

powerful and independent prince. The practice of a Naib,
Nabob or deputy, setting up for himself, is far from being a
Mohammedan invention.

! During the reign of Dodda Deva Raya, Sri Ranga Raya,
the last representative of Vijayanagar, fled for refuge to Bednur.
Sivappa Nayak (8eopha Naick), who was the de facto ruler of that
state, entered upon a considerable range of conquests southwards
under the pretence of establishing the royal line, and appeared
before Seringapatam with a large force. He was, however, com-
pelled to retreat. (Lewis Rice: Mysore, 1897).

1663.

1667.
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to the extent of levying large contributions on T'ri-
chinopoly, and other places of importance.

This Raja does not appear to have conducted in
person the military operations of his reign; and
although he attended with diligence and ability to
the administration of affsirs, he is less celebrated by
his bramnin historians for his civil or military talents,
and political skill, than for his excessive devotion
and religious munificence. A colossal figure of the
Buswa, Nundi,* or holy bull, on the hill of Mysoor,
is the most remarkable monument of his religious
zeal, being probably the largest and most skilfully
executed figure of this kind in the south of India: but
he is most extolled for having remitted to the bramins
a certain assessment on the possessions of the church ;
and having been profuse in his grants of land and
distribution of money to that holy order.

In a progress through his country for civil pur-
poses, he was taken ill and died at Chickanaicken-
hully, which is stated to bave been conquered during
his reign from the Mussulman state of Golconda,
although considerably removed from the supposed
boundaries of that power.

The conquests of this reign were as follow:

Cheyloor and Biddery from the Poligar of Toom-
coor.'

Sumpaga® from the Raja of Bednore.

Chickanaickenhully® from the state of Golconda.

¥ The animal on which Siza is mounted in the mythologi-
cal histories and sculptures of the Hindoos.

! Toomecoor.—Tumkur. Most of the north of the Distriet
was in the 17th century under the Bijapur kingdom. The
Poligar of Tumkur probably held an area in the south of the
District.- Biddery may be Byadarahulli a village in the south of
the District.

? Sumpaga.— Sampigo, a village in the south of Tumkur Dis-
triet. (?) If this is the place it must have heen taken from the
Poli%ar of Tumkur, not from the Raja of Bednore.

Chickanaickenhully.—Chicknayakanhalli, 40 miles W.N.W.
of Tumkur. It could not have beentaken from the state of Golkonda,
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Hassan, including Sacraputtun® and other dis- 1667
tricts, from Sree Rung Rayeel, the royal pageant
above mentioned.

Saruckvelly, depending on Honavully.?

Hooli Narsapoor from the Wadeyar of that place.

Erroor® or Erroad, from the Naick of Madura.

Darapoor* from the same.

Hoolioordroog and Koonigull from Kempé Goud
of Maagree.

Waumeloor from Gaute Moodelair.’
whlch at no tlme extended in thls direction. The Mysore kmgdom
at this time extended from Chxcknayakunhalh in the north to
Dha.tapurwm (Coimbatore District, Madras) in the south.

! Sacraputtun.—Sakkarepatna, a village in the Kadur Talug,
Kadur District. Sri Ranga Raya, the fallen king of the Vijaya-
nagar state, took refuge with a Nayak of Ikkeri who established
him at Sakkarepatna.

2 Honavully.—Honnavalli, & town in the TumkurDistrict.

3 Erroor.—Erode, a town on the Kaveri river in Coimbatore
District, Madras,

Darapoor.—Dharapuram, a town south-east of Coimbatore,
in the Coimbatore District.

5 Waumeloor.—Omalur, ten miles from Salem, Madras.

% Gaute Moodeliar.—Getti Mudaliyar. In the reign of Tiru-
malai Nayak of Madura, Getti Mudaliyar was one of his supporters
and held territory which covered a large portion of the south-
west of Salem District, and a portion of the adjoining district of
Coimbatore  IIe lived at Omalur. In 1641 Kantirava -Narasa
Raja as mentioned above, descended the Kaveripuram pass, and
took from him the country as far as Jambally, and in 1667 Dodda
Deva Raya captured Omalur, and annexed the remaining portion
of Getti Mudaliyar’s estate to the dominions of Mysore:



CHAPTER III.

General Retrospect from 1564 to 1677.

Critical period in the affatrs of Mysoor— Necessity of
a retrospect to the general state of Deckan and
the south since the battle of Tellicota—Compact
of the victors for separate conquest—their progress
in the central and western provinces—in the
eastern—Numerous smaller states rise from the
ruins of the late empire—An Abyssinian king in
Deckan—The prince Aururngzebe appointed vice-
roy of Deckan—Folly of the Mussulman chiefs of
the south—Base treachery of the Hindoos them-
selves— Conquests of Vijeyapoor—and Golconda
—crushed by, Aurungzebe, now emperor— Beauti-
ful Hindoo prophecy—applied to Sevagi, the
SJounder of the present Mahratta empire—Origin
of this family—Baubajee Bhousla—Maulajee—
Shahjee—Whimsical affiafice of marriage—en-
forced—Shahjee elevated to the office of minister
—Mogul wmvasion—Flight of Shakjee to Vijeya-
poor—Adventures and capture of his wife—Birth
of Setvajee—Second marriage of Shahjee—anec-
dote of Ius ingenuity—-appointed governor of the
conquests in Carnatic and Drauveda—innovations
in his administration—separate provision for his
first wife and son at Poona—Vicious habits of
Sevajee—The robber becomes a sovereign— K vi-
dence of Shahjee’s intention to establish an in-
dependent government for himself at Bangalore —
is seized, and ordered to be executed—reprieve—
restoration to confidence and power—Sevajee takes
revenge on’his father's enemies—is visited by his
Sfather—Discussion of dates—Conquest of Tanjore
—Sevajee’s wonderful irruption into Dranveda—
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wncidents of thal campaign—meeting with his
brother Eccojee for the first time—undisturbed
return to Concan.

HE period at which we are now arrived present-
ed a combination of circumstances peculiarly
favourable to the growth of the rising state of Mysoor,
and its councils were now to be directed by the degree
of ambition, enterprise, and prudence, which was
suited to its actual situation. But some retrospect
will be necessary for the purpose of enabling us to
understand the scene by which it was surrounded,
and to follow more distinctly the thread of our future
narrative.

After the tatal blow sustained by the empire of
Vijeyanuggur in 1564 at the dreadful field of Telli-
cota, we have seen the confederate Mussulman kings
diverted by their own dissentions from following up
that decisive action by the conquest of the rest of its
dominions; and the representative of-the house of
Vijeyanuggur establishing himself at Penconda or
Bilconda, about 140 wiles S. E. of the former capital.
The design of farther conquest was not, however,
entirely relinquished;* for, taking advantage of a
favourable juncture of affairs, the two Mussulman
kings of Vijeyapoor and Ahmednuggur held a personal
conference, in which it was agreed that they should
pursue lines of conguest so distinct, as to preclude
interference or jealousy; the latter to the N. E. in
the direction of Berar, and the king of Vijeyapoor to
the S. W. over the dependencies of Vijeyanuggur.

* These transactions are stated from a comparison of the
authorities in Scott's two volumes of the Deckan, and in the
Historical Memoirs of the Adil Shahee, and Kootub Shahee
dynasties, and the various local memoirs in the Mackenzie collec-
tion, but chiefly those of Condavir, Adoni and Bellary, as digested
by Lieutenant-Colonel Mackenzie himself.

[ Condavir.— Kondavid, a hill village in Guntoor District,
Madras, 13 miles from Guntoor.)

1564.
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After the capture of Adoni, an achievement: which
gave reputation to his arms, his conquests were ex-
tended to the 5. W. down to the sca-coast from near
Goa to Barcalore, including the modern provinces of
Savanore, Soonda, and North Canara. These suc-
cesses led to farther efforts towards the S. E., and an
attept was made on Penconda, whence Timma Raja
had, however, transferred the chief residence of his
government some years before to Chandergherry.
The attack on Penconda was successfully repelled by
the heroic efforts of Jug Deo Rayeel, a relation of the
Raja, whose services were rewarded by the govern-
ment of an extensive domain, stretching across a
large portion of the peninsula, from Baramabal in-
clusive, nearly to the borders of the western moun-
tains ;* this domain, with some fluctuations, remained
in the same family, until finally absorbed in the
growing fortunes of the Wadeyars of Mysoor. The
check thus sustained by Vijeyapoor was aggravated
by the defection of some of its officers, and by a
subsequent minority: at intervals, however, we find
the generals of that state levying tribute in two
expeditions along the woody and mountainous tract
of Soonda, Bednore, Bullum and Coorg.

During this state of the Carnatic Proper, the
easterr and southern provinces of the late governinens
did not present a much more settled aspect. About
the year 1597, the last descendant of the ancient
Rayeels (as the Rajas of that house are always
called) who manifested any symptoms of power, ruled
with some degree of magnificence at Chandergherry
and Vellore; where he still held a nominal sway over
the principal governors or Naicks; the most con-
siderable of whom appear to have been, at this time,
Naick of Gingee. Kistnapa.

of Tanjore.
of Madura.

* Ascertained by inscriptions and local memoirs.
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Naick of Chennapatam.’ Jug Deo Rayeel.
of Seringapatam. Tremul Raj.
of Penconda.

Of the feebleness of his government, and the
general contempt of his authority, we have the evi-
dence of European missionarics, who expressly state
that the Naick of Madura was at open war with him.
Induced by the solicitation of the merchants of his
country, he seemed disposed to grant a settlement to
the agents of the English East-India Company; but
was dissuaded through the influence of the Duteh,
who had alrcady established themsclves at Pulicat.
In their correspondence they observe that his death*
“without male issue was expected to be followed by
great troubles,” as, i fact, it was in the succeeding
year.

While in this interval of forty-three years the
progress of the Mohammedan arms had been retarded
by the causes which have been noticed, and by other
events in the Deckan, which cannot conveniently be
embraced by a retrospective sketch: a few aspiring
individuals laid the foundation of an intermediate
order of things, which in the central districts occupied
the place of the late government, composing a series
of smaller states, which increased or diminished in
power and territory as they succeeded or failed in
their alternate usurpations. To the northward of
Jug Deo’s domain already noticed, the meost remark-
able of these new states were the Poligars of Chittle-

! Chennapatam.—Old name of Madras. Tamul Gserers
wliemro, Indians in Madras always now know the town as
Chennapatnam.

Madras was obtained by a grant from the Navak Damarla
Venkatadri, dated 22nd July 1639. He ruled the coast {rom
Pulicat to the Portuguese settlement of San Thome, south of
Madras, as " Lord General of Carnatica’ and * Grand Vazior”
to the Raja of Vijayanagar. (Love: Vesbiges of Old Madras,
1913).

* MSS. translation of Havert's Coromandel in the Mackenzie
collection.

1597.
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droog,* Raidroog,' Harponnelly,” Tarikera,’ with
many others of inferior note, whose united efforts
might have opposed a respectable barrier to Moham-
medan encroachment, if united efforts could be expect-
ed from restless savages, perpetually occupied by in-
testine quarrels; for most of them were of the lower
and hardier cast of the Beder, a race of herdsmen and
hunters, who, in their earliest accession to power,
exhibited all the ferocious symptoms of their savage
origin. The family of Bednore, also, in this interval
of confusion extended their possessions, from their
first small establishment at Caladee* in 1499, down to
the sea-coast of Honaver (Onore),® and south, to the
limits of Malabar, over the dominions of the former
queens of Garsopa ;T while on the north they success-
fully opposed the farther advance of the forces of

* Family annals, and local memoirs of these several places in
the Mackenzie collection.

[Chuttledroog.—Chitaldroog, chief town of the Chitaldroog
District, Mysore, 14° 14’ N. lat., 76° 27" E. long.]

! Raidroog.—Rayadroog, a town in the Bellary Distriet,
Madras, 14° 41’ lat., 76° 54’ long. The citadel was on the
summit of a mass of granité rock 1,200 feet in height

2 Harpennelly.—Harpanahalli, a town in the Bellary District,
14° 47’ at., 76 02’ long., was the seat of a powerful Palegar. On
the fall of Vijayanagar he seized two small districts and held
them.

3 Tqrikera.—Tarikere, a town in the Kadur District, My-
sore, 13°42' N. lat., 75°52" E. long. The Palegars of Basvapatna,
being driven south by the invasion of the Bijapur army, after the
fall of Vijayanagar, gained possession of the country and founded
Tarikere, from which they subsequently took their name.

* Caladee.—Keladi, u village in the Shimoga Distriet, Mysore,
14°13' N. lat., 75° 5’ E. long. The Ikkeri chiefs derived their
origin from this place.

Honaver.—Honawar, a town in the south of the North
Kanara District, Bombay.

t The pepper queen of the Portuguese authors.

[Garsopa.—Gersoppa The falls of Gersoppa on the river
Sharavati have a sheer descent of about 900 feet. The river runs
into the sea at Honawar (Onore). The Portuguese chronicler
Fernto Nuniz mentions the King of Gersoppa as subject to the
State of Vijayanagar].
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Vijeyapoor along the sea coast. To this period of
nearly fifty years of general confusion, through which
we are now making a hasty progress, may be assigned
the origin or the improvement of most of the droogs
or fortified rocks of the Carnatic Proper, and of
Baramahal.

Of the causes which, in the complicated events
of the Deckan, impeded the general progress of the
Mohammedan arms, one is too remarkable to be
altogether unnoticed ; namely, the temporary govern-
ment established by an Abyssinian (Mallick Amber),
who not only resisted the progress of the Mogul
arms, but rendered tributary the kings of Vijeyapoor
and Golconda, choosing as the. capital of his new
state the town of Ghurka,® afterwards better known
by the name of Aurungabad. The death of his suc-
cessor in 1626 extinguished the hope of a happier
order of things, which might reasonably have been
indulged from the high character for moderation and
policy which is universally allowed to this warrior
and statesman.

In 1634 the strong fortress of Dowlatabad fell 1634.
into the possession of the Moguls, and a regular
government was established in the Deckan, of which,
under the prince Aurungzebe, the neighbouring town

! Mallick Amber.—Malik Ambar administered the Ahmad-
nagar Sultanate, under the Nizam Shahi.

2 Qhurka.—Khirki, afterwards koown as Aurangabad a
few miles from Daulatabad. During the reign of Jahangir
(1605—1637) the wtr in the Deckan, where the principal
opponent of the imperialists was Malik Ambar, the able
Abyssinian minister at Ahmadnagar, dragged on throughout
the reign. .No decisive result ever was obtained. Malik
Ambar lived until 1626, when he died at an advanced age.
His son, Fath Khan, became the minister of Ahmadnagar,
and entered into communication with Shah Jaban, and at
his instigation killed his sovereign Nizam Shahi. Then faith-
less to Shah Jahan, in 1631, he defended Daulatabad, which,
however, was taken by bribery, and Fath Khan was faken into
the imperial service, and the kingdom of the Nizam Shahi
was ended in 1632.
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of Ghurka, now named Aurungabad, became the
provincial capital. Every measure of this prince
indicated his determination to subdue the Patan
kingdoms of Vijeyapoor and Golconda as a necessary
preparative to the general subjugation of the south
These princes had arrived at that stage of civiliza-
tion in which gorgeous and awkward splendor covered
the most gross political darkness. Instead of direct-
ng their united force against this paramount and
obvious danger, they were engaged in idle pomp and
pageantry, and in an arrogant and short-sighted pro-
ject for the partition of the dominions of the south,
which by its success only tended to accelerate the ruin
of its authors. It was agreed that each should extend
his conquests over the countries of the zemindars of
the Carnatic, as they affected to call them, who were
nearest to their respective territories. The general
imbecility of the Hindoo government opposed but
little resistance to their arms; and it is even stated
in Hindoo manuscripts* that they were nvited by
several of the usurpers, who, under the title of Naicks,
Rajas, Wadeyars, Poligars, and even Gouds of single
villages, had erected separate principalities, and fool-
ishly hoped to preserve or extend them by the aid of
a foreign force.

Rend Dhoola Khan, general of the forces of
Vijeyapoor, overran, in 1636, the whole open country
of Bankapoor, Hurryhur, Buswapatan, and Tarrikera,
up to the woods of Bednore; and in 1638 we have

* The Poligar of Tarikera and Anicul in Carnatiec Proper, and
in Drauveda, the Naicks of Tripassoor, Tanjour, and Madura, are
chiefly accused of this act of national treachery. This offence,
says my friend Major Mackenzie, lixe parricide among the early
Romans, was considered as unknown, a crime without a name,
they having no particular term to describe it, like treason against
a (Gooroo) spiritual preceptor or (Swumey) temporal master,
chief or king. But when we recollect that monarchy was the
universal form of government, it was scarcely necessary to
distinguish between treason against the nation, and treason
against the representative of the nation.
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seen him repelled from Seringapatam. The line of
conquest in which he was more permanently success-
ful passed to the north of the hills of Milgota and
Savendroog, towards Bangalore, which he conquered
in this year, and rendered his chief residence; the
Goud eacaping to the rock of Savendroog, then
decmed impregnable. Sera was conquered in 1644, 1644.
and became afterwards the capital of a large pro-
vincial government. From Sera, Bangalore and
Colar, the conquests of Vijeyapoor enibraced towards
the south-east the important fortresses of Vellore
and Ginjee,* and those of Golconda the possessions
situated to thie N. E. of that line, including Chunder-
gherry and Chingleput, the occasional places of
residence and nominal capitals of the last nominal
Rayeel; who, after long secreting bimself in Drau-
veda, escaped in 1646 across the peninsula to claim 1646.
the protection of the chief of Bednore. These con-
quests occupied the arms of the Patan kings for a
lengthened period of time : the march of Aurungzebe
with his best officers and troops into Hindostan for
the purpose of asserting his pretensions to the throne 1656.
relieved them for a time from the serious pressure of

* Some of the Mackenzie manuseripts afford room to doubt
whether Ginjee did not fall to the share of Golconda, but I
imagine it is an error of the transeriber, Ginjee for Gunjee-cota
on the northern Pennar, the latter word signifying fortress. It
is evident from M. Orine’s Fragments, p. 231, that it belonged to
Vijeyapoor, and Sevajee certainly found it, in 1677, in the
possession of a garrison belonging to that power.

The Kinjee described in Scot’s History of the Deckan
(vol. 2, p. 84-85) is evidently Kanchee, the Conjeveram of our
maps; and the description of the route in p. 84 is remarkably
accurate at this day.

[Orme quotes from M. Thevenot as to the extent of the
kingdom of Bijapur and then says: “ There are positive asser-
tions of the conquest of Tanjore, but we find nothing to confirm
them in such letters as we have seen, written to and from Madras
in 1661, 1668, 1669, 1670, 1672, 1673, 1674, 1675, although they
clearly point out Gingee as subject to Vijiapore.” (Orme : Histo-
rical Fragments of Indostan. 1805.)]
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the Mogul arms, and nearly 48 years were allowed to
elapse after the first plan of partition, before their
ancient and modern possessions were crushed in one
common ruin by the arms of the emperor Aurung-
zebe.*

Such was the state of the times when a Hindoo
author, concluding a succinet chronological account of
ancient kings conveyed under the disguise of a pro-
phecy.} thus denounces the evils which were to ensue:
‘*“Omens and Prodigies shall appear. The goddess
Calee shall descend on earth, in all her wrathful
forms ; the proprietors, occupiers, nobles, and all the
children of the south shall perish : mankind shall be
engaged in incessant war; the demons every where
exciting to strife, and arms in every town and every
street : the nobles shall be compelled to obey the
command of the Toorks,} and be led like sheep to the
slaughter.” The prophecy concludes with the ani-
mating prediction of a deliverer and conqueror, who
should relieve the Hindoos from these horrible oppres-
sions : ““ Then the divine Veera Vasunta shall appear;
virgins shall announce his approach with songs of
joy : the skies shall shower down flowers, &c.” Such

* To prevent embarrassment to the English reader this name
(the ornament of the throne) will be continued instead of
Aulumgeer (the conqueror of the world) assumed on his accession,
and universally employed by Indian authors.

1 From the Gutpurtie manuscript in the Muckenzie collec-
tion, supposed to have been written about 1646, such prophecies
have frequently appeared 1n subsequent times, and one of them
had a wide circulation in the south in the year 1805.

1 Mussulmans-Toork is the name by which they are distin-
guished in all the languages of the south, written or vernacular,
at this day. The earliest Mussulman invasion was of Afghans or
Patans, from the Indian Caucasus, and the name seems to point
to invasions from Toorkomania at more remote periods. The
“kine slaying” is the epithet usually prefixed to the name of
Toork in most of the manuscripts.

(At the beginning of the eighth century the Arabs invaded
and conquered Sind, and later on the Muhammedans occupied
Kabul, but India itself had not been seriously affected by these
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& deliverer in the person of the celebrated Sevagee
was shortly afterwards supposed to have appeared;
and there is abundant evidence that both he and his
adherents directly countenanced the idea of his being
under the immediate protection of a deity, by whose
inspiration he professed himself to be directed. We
shall not permit ourselves to be seduced by the ad-
ventures of this extraordinary man far beyond the
limits which connect them with the direct object of
our work.

We have already had occasion to describe the
limits of the Mahratta country and people. For up-
wards of three hundred years it had been subjected
to the domiuation of strangers: the most obvious
maxims of policy, and even of necessity, at first com-
pelled these foreigners to give employment to the
military classes of the conquered people; and they
continued in after-times to fill in different proportions
the ranks of the Mohawmedan kings of Deckan.
The existence, the name, and almost the remem-
brance, of a Mahratta government had fallen into
oblivion: but a bond of union continued to exist which
time and conquest had not been able to dissolve : the
religion of the vanquished was still different from
that of the conquerors; but above all, the Mahratta
language continued to be spoken over the whele ex-
tent of the ancient bounds of Maharashtra; and
described, by an infallible criterion, who were to be
followers of a heaven inspired Mahratta prince.

movements. At the close of the tenth century the Muhammedan
chief named Sabuktigin, Amir of Ghazni, made a raid into Fndian
territory and Peshawar passed under Muhammedan rule. In the
early years of the eleventh century there were constant Muham-
medan invasions by Mahmud of Ghazni, the result of which was
that the Punjab, or a large part of i, was annexed to the Ghazni
Sultanate. These invasions were by Turks. About the year
565 A.D., the dominions of the white Huns passed into the hands
of the western Turks and Persians and the Turks held the territory
south of the Oxus as far as the Indus. (V. A. Smith: Early His-
tory of India. 1908.)]

WH 6
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“The first* remarkable person of this honse was
Baubaajee Bhonsla," Pateel of the villages of Davul-
gaw, Heganee and Baradee, &c. belonging to the
ancient Talook of Poona.” He had issue two sons,
Maulojee and Veenaujee, who, quarrelling with the
cultivators about the lands, removed from thence to
the village of Varoola,” near Dowlatabad, where they
first settled as farmers; and subsequently entered as
foot soldiers into the personal guard of Jadoo Row;
a chief who held a considerable command under the
dynasty of Nizam Sha. In this situation Maulojee
was gradually promoted to an office of confidence
about the person of his patron. Maulojee had one son,
Shahjee;T and his master, Jadoo Row,* a daughter,
Jegjavoo. One day when these children, being re-
spectively of the ages of five and thrce years, were
introduced on the occasion of a great festival, at

* Such is the exact commencement of a history of the house
of Bhonsla in the ‘Mahratta language, communicated by my
excellent iriend Colonel Close, without any allusion to the reputed
descent of this family from the Rajpoot princes of Oudipoor.
The facts, as stated in the text, are chiefly taken from this
performance.

! Baubaajer Bhonsla.—Babaji Bhonsle. ‘‘ There was, like-
wise, a respectable Mahratta family, surnamed Bhonslay particu-
larly connected with the history contained in the follo.-ing pages,
which first rosein to notice under the Ahmednagar government.
They are said to have held several Patellships ; but their principal
residence was at the village of Verole, near Doulatabad. Babjee
Bhonslay had two sons, the elder named Mallojee, and the
younger Wittojee.” (Edwards: Grant Duf’s History of the Mah-
rattas. Oxford University Press. 1921, p. 72.)

2 Faroola.—A village close to the caves of Ellora, Auranga-
bad District, Hyderabad State.

T The wife of Maulojee having been long childless, made her
vows to Shah Seffer, a holy recluse at Ahmednuggur, who was
celebrated for granting the prayers of such votaries (a Hindoo at
a Mohammedan shrine, and to that extent it is not unexampled);
and her first child is stated in the manuscript to have been named
Shah jee in gratitude to the saint.

3 Jadoo Row.—Jadav Rao. “The principal Mahratta chief
in the service of the Ahmednuggur State was Jadow Rao, Desh-
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which all the relations of the family and principal
officers were assembled, Jadoo remarked that he had
never seen children so beautiful, or so well suited to
each other! The observation was seized by Maulojee,
and faintly assented to by Jadoo Row, as an affiance
of marriage; but the wife ot the latter was enraged
at the prospect of so unequal an alliance; and Mau-
lojee, insisting on the performance of a pledge thus
publicly given, was ultimately discharged from the
service. The brothers returned to their former resi.
dence at Varoola; where the accidental discovery of
a hidden treasure enabled them to enlarge their views,
and to retaliate the insult sustained by their dismissal.
For this purpose they raised banditti, with which
they secretly plundered the districts committed to
the charge of Jadoo Row ; and afterwards proceeded
to a more direct and successful system of predatory
war. These disturbances attracted the attention of
Nizam Sha,* who, on hearing the representation of
both parties, declared the daughter of Jadoo Row to
be duly betrothed to Shahjee, and the former was
reluctantly compelled to permit the solemnization of
the marriage, of which, Sumbajee, afterwards killed
on service in the south, was the first offspring.
Shahjee had attained the age of twenty-five years
when his father died: and having acquired rank and
influence by the reputation of superior talents, on

mookh of Sindkheir, supposed with much probability to have been
u descendant of the Raja of Deogurh. No Mahratta family was
so powerful ns the Jadows.” (Edwards: Grant Dufl’s History of
the Mahrattas. Oxford University Press. 1921. p. 72.)

* The manuscript states the mode adopted of compelling him
to do justice. Two hogs were slaughtered, and in the dead of
night silently deposited in the great mosque, with labels tied to
their necks explaining the demand, and threatening the same

ollution to zll the other mosques if justice should be withheld.

[The Nizam Shahi dynasty of Ahmadnagar lasted till 1637
when the State was finally annexed in the reign of Shah Jahan.
In 1599 Shahji Bhonsle, the son of Maloji Bhonsle, was married,
to Jija Bai, the daughter of Jadav Ruo.]

WH 6*
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the occasion of a minority in the house of Nizam Sha
was chosen by the family to be the guardian and
minister of the minor. A Mogul invasion immediately
succeeded this event; and Jadoo Row, never recon-
ciled to Shabjee, joined the invaders; whom he is
accused of having invited for the express purpose of
supplanting his son-in-law. Shahjee foupd it prudent
to retire with his charge to the Concan, where he was
shortly afterwards besieged, in the fort of Mahooly,
by a superior force ; chiefly composed of the troops of
his father-in-law. Finding it impossible to defend the
place, he made overtures of service to Ibrahim Adil
Sha of Vijeyapoor, which were accepted; .and em-
bracing a favourable opportunity, he left the minor
behind in the fort of Mahooly, and, accompanied by
his wife and son Sumbajee, cut through the troops of
the besiegers, and proceeded by forced marches to
gain the territory of Vijeyapoor. He was closely and
rancorously pursued by the troops of his father-in-law
for several successive days: and his wife being ad-
vanced seven months in u second pregnancy, was
unable any longer to endure the fatigue. Shahje