
The sum of all 
knowledge 



Thank you.

CC-by-SA 4.0 -  Niccolò Caranti

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Omaranabulsi
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“The problem with Wikipedia 
is that it only works in practice. 

In theory, it's a total disaster.”



Jimmy Wales
User:Jimbo Wales 

Multi-license with GFDL and CC BY 2.5, 
author unknown 



“Given 
enough 
eyeballs, all 
bugs are 
shallow.”



First try: 
Nupedia

● Traditional, 
peer-reviewed model 

● 7 step approval process

● 12 articles in first year



What 
about 
a wiki? 

CC BY SA 2.0 Generic, Andrew Laing 



18,000 articles in the 
first year

CC BY-SA 2.0, Laura Bittner











Jan 2001: english



Mar 2001: 
deutsch         
catalàn          
日本語



ру́сский
español
 العربیة
svenska
français
中文

nederlands
magyar
עברית
italiano 
português  

May 2001: 



english
deutsch
català
日本語
ру́сский
español
 العربیة
svenska
français
中文
nederlands
magyar
עברית
italiano 
português
türkçe
minangkabau
cymraeg
Қазақша
esperanto
tagalog
cymraeg
ెల గ

latviešu
bosanski
Беларуская 
(тарашкевіца)
malagasy
diné bizaad

arpitan
ھَوُسَ
ქართული
Македонски
shqip
basa jawa
Нохчийн
māori
lëtzebuergesch
मराठ
Íslenska 
नेपाल भाषा
srpskohrvatski/
cрпскохрватски
தமி
tatarça / татарча
اردو
Українська
فارسی
norsk (bokmål)
suomi
bahasa indonesia
cрпски/srpski
čeština
한국어
bahasa melayu
română
nouormand/norm
aund

ไทย
euskara
slovenčina
dansk
Български
Беларуская
krèyol ayisyen
brezhoneg
hrvatski
Հայերեն
slovenščina
മലയാളം
粵語
सं कृतम ्
Nāhuatl
Иронау
afrikaans
galego
nynorsk
ह द

Eλληνικά
piemontèis
latina
winaray
sinugboanong 
binisaya
tiếng việt
polski
soomaali

azərbaycanca
lietuvių
occitan
ଓଡ଼ିଆ
বাংলা
eesti
o’zbek
Башҡорт
شاه مکھی پنجابی
gaeilge
မြန်မာဘာသာ
lumbaart
frysk
Тоҷикӣ
yorùbá
aragonés
Чăваш
scots
kiswahili
Кыргызча
नेपाल
ido
જુરાતી

ইমার ঠার
িব ু িপয়া মিণপুরী
sicilianu
Hak-kâ-fa / 客家話
Vèneto
tarandíne

asturianu
gàidhlig
runa simi
alemannisch
basa sunda
ಕನ ಡ
ਪੰਜਾਬੀ
አማርኛ
soranî / کوردی
interlingua
nnapulitano
basa ugi
Монгол
Žemaitėška
walon
مصرى
basa 
banyumasan
ංහල

مَزِروني
bân-lâm-gú
古文 / 文言文
aymar
sardu

ែខរ
Kaszëbsczi
יידִיש
Føroyskt
cаха тыла
boarisch

plattdüütsch
kurdî / كوردی
kernewek/karnu
ac
rumantsch
Удмурт кыл
吴语
emiliàn e 
rumagnòl
Перем Коми
ئۇیغۇر تىلى
seeltersk
dzhudezmo
líguru
furlan
Ślůnski
malti
অসমীয়া
chavacano de 
zamboanga
avañe’ẽ
picard
पा ऴ
gagauz
ripoarisch
englisc
interlingue
bahsa acèh
estremeñu
dolnoserbski

hornjoserbsce
limburgs
kapampangan
sámegiella
Ilokano
Кырык Мары
corsu
fiji hindi
Олык Марий
bikol
贛語
nordfriisk
བདོ་སྐད
Русиньскый
گیلکی
भोजपरु
nedersaksisch
Võro
تو پ
west-vlams
Туркмен / تركمن
pangasinan
zazaki
მარგალური
gaelg
Коми
zeêuws
qırımtatarca
vepsän

Today 



Public domain 

1.5 billion monthly 
unique devices*

* As of October 2016



How? 



More people want to 
do good than harm. 



Keep it open. 



Let people make 
the rules.



Verifiability.
Neutral point of view.
No original research.



Transparency.



● Non-profit based in 

San Francisco

● Est. 2003 

● 277 people



What we do 



Operate the 
technology behind 

Wikimedia sites. 

CC BY-SA 3.0 Unported, Victor Grigas



CC BY-SA 4.0 International, Petar Milošević

Engineer privacy, 
security, and speed 

for our users



CC BY-SA 3.0, Wikimedia 
Foundation 

Build new features 
for our users



 Photo by Steve Calcott, CC BY-NC 2.0.

Defend contributors and 
knowledge against legal 

threats



Support Wikimedia 
volunteer contributors 

around the world 

 Photo by Pax Ahimsa Gethen, CC BY-SA 4.0



Raise funds to support 
Wikimedia 

 Photo by Victor Grigas, CC BY-SA 4.0



How we’re 
funded

● 100% donation-based

● 2.5 million donors 
globally

● Current operating 
budget: $63 million 



Not just Wikipedia

WIKIQUOTE WIKIMEDIA 
COMMONS

WIKIDATA WIKIVERSITY WIKISOURCE

WIKISPECIES
WIKIVOYAGEWIKIBOOKS WIKIMEDIA 

INCUBATOR
WIKINEWSWIKIMEDIA 

LABS

WIKTIONARY



● FLOSS (free, libre, open 
source software)

● We ❤ PHP 

● Anyone can use, copy, 
study, and contribute 

● Powers thousands of 
other orgs such as

      & 

MediaWiki

Image TK

CC BY SA 2.0, Sebastiaan ter Burg



Where we’re going 



Imagine a world in which 
every single human being 

can freely share in the sum 
of all knowledge.

Public domain, NASA



There’s so much 
more to do. 

Public domain, NASA



 
 Knowledge is 

expanding.

  
-

Public domain, NASA



 
 5,000,000
English Wikipedia 

articles



   104,000,000 *

(notable things worth knowing)

*https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Emijrp/All_human_knowledge



   104,000,000 *
-  5,000,000

 99,000,000
-

*https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Emijrp/All_human_knowledge



CC by 2.0, Zouzou Wizman

The world is changing.



Populations are 
shrinking. 



Others are growing.



Why is this important?



We need spaces for 
public discourse. 

Public Domain 



Wikipedia is one of 
these spaces.



Slanted Wikipedia editors tend to 
become more moderate over time. [1]

“Do Experts or Collective Intelligence Write with More Bias? Evidence from 
Encyclopædia Britannica and Wikipedia.” Shane Greenstein Feng Zhu. Harvard 
Business School. March 1, 2016. 



CC-by-SA 3.0 -  Tanya Habjouqa

The world needs free, 
unbiased knowledge.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Omaranabulsi
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:Narender9&action=edit&redlink=1


Now more than ever.



We have work to do. 



We can only do this 
together.



Join us.
 

CC BY-SA 3.0 Unported, Wikimedia Foundation

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Omaranabulsi
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:Narender9&action=edit&redlink=1


Ways to give

Donate: go/wikipedia-talk-donate

Code: phabricator.wikimedia.org

Edit: click the edit button 
 



THANK YOU.



PARKING LOT



The digital universe 
more than doubles 

every two years.
By 2020, it will be 44 trillion 

gigabytes large. 



● Non-profit based in 
San Francisco

● Est. 2003 
● 277 people







20 operations 
engineers

(running Wimedia 
sites on just 
1,200 servers)



CC BY-SA 3.0, 
Wikimedia 

Foundation 

Build new 
features for 
our users



 XX software engineers



Ways to give
Donate: donate.wikimedia.org

Code: phabricator.wikimedia.org

Edit: click the edit button 
 



10 UX 
designers



12 product 
managers 



7 lawyers 
defending 
volunteers and 
knowledge



42 community experts



A global 
movement 

CC-by-SA 4.0 -  Niccolò Caranti

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Omaranabulsi
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:Narender9&action=edit&redlink=1


437 citations



Slanted Wikipedia editors tend to 
become more moderate over time. [1]

“Do Experts or Collective Intelligence Write with More Bias? Evidence from 
Encyclopædia Britannica and Wikipedia.” Shane Greenstein Feng Zhu. Harvard 
Business School. March 1, 2016. 



CC-by-SA 4.0, Martina Corà

Representation



CC-by-SA 3.0 -  Tanya Habjouqa

For our future.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Omaranabulsi
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:Narender9&action=edit&redlink=1


Ensure Wikipedia is 
accessible in every part of 

the world. 

CC BY-SA 3.0 Unported, Victor Grigas



CC BY-SA 4.0 International, Petar Milošević

Protect the privacy, 
security of our users



Build new features for 
readers and editors



 Photo by Steve Calcott, CC BY-NC 2.0.

Defend contributors and 
knowledge against legal 

threats



Support Wikimedia 
volunteer contributors 

around the world 



Raise funds to support 
Wikimedia 



4 data centers
90 engineers
1,200 servers
493,351 lines 
of code
 

CC BY-SA 3.0, Photo by Victor Grigas

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0


How do you use 
Wikipedia? 



devices 
engineers

=  16,666,666 



CC-by-SA 2.0 Generic -  futureatlast.com

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Omaranabulsi
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:Narender9&action=edit&redlink=1


“The world has more than 
a trillion hours a year of 
free time to commit to 

shared projects.”
Clay Shirky 



People are the 
software of Wikipedia.



Commitment to 
openness 



Open source



We’re in this together.



Transparency



Free for everyone 
(beer and libre)



To access and 
participate



Participation 

Photo by Niccolò Caranti, CC BY-SA 4.0  



Non-profit



Ad-free



Verifiability
Neutral point of view
No original research 



CC-by-SA 2.0 - Harsha K R from Bangalore, India

The future of free 
knowledge



More than a utility.
A public trust. 



It’s worth protecting. 



In January 2002, 90% of all 
Wikipedia articles were in English. 

By January 2004, 
fewer than 50% were English.



Today, 87% of all Wikipedia 
articles are in languages 

other than English.



Not just Wikipedia



January 15, 2001


