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The Author’s Preface. IKnow not of the two which to blame mo ft, he 
that publijhes hafty indigefted relations of his 
travels, or the reader that runs 'em over 
flightly and heedlefly. The bujinefs of wri¬ 

ting voyages is not altogether Jo light a task as 
mofl are apt to fancy ; it requires not only wit 
and judgment^ to manage it Juccefsfully\ but like- 
wife fmcerity, examineff and a ftmple inftnuating 
ft He ; and learning befides, for as a paint ery to 
be a majter in his ar t, ought to know the propriety 
and force of all forts of colourst jo whoever un¬ 
dertakes a defcription of the people, arts and 

jciences, and religions of the new world, mu ft 
have a large flock of knowledge, and in a manner, 
an univerjal genius. That's not all neither ; he 
mu ft have been an eye-wit nefs of mo ft of the affions 
and things he reportsy be mufl be skill'd in the 
cuftoms and language of the inhabitants, he mufl 
have correfponded with thofe of the beft fafhion 
among them, and been frequently in converfation 
with their principal officers : In a wordy to enable 
him to Jpeak with certainty and afjurance of the 
riches, beauty, and ftrength of an empire, he 
mufl have taken an adlual Jurvey of the multitude 
of its fubjedls, the number and fltuation of the 
cities, the extent of its provinces, and all the re¬ 
markable rarities in the country. I confefs in¬ 
deed this is fomething more laborious and expenflve 
than to frequent the company of the virtuoft at 
home, or fupinely tumble over the hiftory of the 
world by the fire fide and yet} after fo much fa- 
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The Author’s Preface. 
tigue, travellers of all men are the leajl efleemed 
upon the pcore of their writings. 

There's a fetof idle people that amufe themfelves 
with what pa[]es daily before their eyes, and are 
little affedled with news from remote parts of the 
globe. 'Tis grown a maxim with others to rejeEl 
Jill foreign jlories for fables ■> thefe value them¬ 
felves upon their incredulity, and are fuch [In61- 
friends to truth, that they never acknowledge any. 
Another forty again, throw away a book of this 
kind for a miracle y or fo me extraordinary acci¬ 
dent y any thing out of the way (beyond their com¬ 
mon prejudices ) that they find in it y as tbo' na¬ 
ture, having exhaufted all her treafures upon our 
portion of the earthy could produce nothing uncom¬ 
mon elfewhere -, or as tho' God's power were more 
limited in the new eaftern churches than among us. 

And fome there are that run diredllv counter 
to thefe y who inquire after nothing but wonder s3 
fatisfed only with what raifes their admiration ; 
they think all that's natural flat and infipid, and 
if they are not rouz d up with aftonifhing adven¬ 
tures y and continual prodigies y drop afeep over 
the bef pennd relation : now to humour fuch 
creatures, one had need to cafl the world into a 
new fgure, and give mankind other f japes. 'Tis 
certain, fo many different ta fies are not at all to 
be pleas'd, hence travellers y when they come home, 
are as hard put to it to gain à patient hearing 

from their own country men, as they were at firjl 
going abroad to make themfelves be under food by 
jlrangers. But indeed they are not always worth 
hearing, the emptinefs or irregularity of their re¬ 
lations} or elfe the vein of p of ion and prejudice 

running 



The Author’s Preface. 
running through the whole, that turns a hiflory 
into Jlander ; but above all, theboldnefs wherewith 
they Jham the moji ridiculous tales upon us for 
credible truths, juftly dijlajle men of Jen je, and 
render Jujpefted the more prudent and fmcere 
authors : thd ordinarily it falls out, that thoj'e 
travellers, who impoje upon other people, werefirjl 
deceived them [elves. How many are there, who do 
but jujl touch at a ftrange country, and imagine 
to be immediately inform'd of all that belongs to 
it ; they fiep afore, and Jcour about like famifh'd 
men, greedily catching at all that comes in their 
way, and jo cram their journals with idle popular 
chat : upon this occafion a Spaniard [aid pie a [ant- 
ly of a certain author, that infead of intituling 
his book, A relation of all the confiderable rari¬ 
ties in the new world, he fhould rather have 
called it. An account of what the rabble of 
both Indies, the moors, cafres, and Haves faith¬ 
fully reported to me, in thofe conferences which 
I duly held with them. Others, perhaps, are 
more referved, and then 'tis ten to one they are 
naturally bent to magnify every thing ; and really 
when a man has rambled five or fix thoujand 
leagues, out of pure curiofity, 'twould fret him, 
after all, to meet with nothing but what he has 

J'een fifty times over in Europe ; then, without a 
[pedal caution, one is apt to fet too mighty a 
charadler and efieem upon the climate, the cuj- 
toms, and the wit of the people, and what at the 
bottom is mojl barbarous becomes mofi ravifhing ; 
now in writing to others what we admire before¬ 
hand our [elves, the ideas are heighten'd in the 
defeription, and in the end grow monflrous \ and 
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The Author’s Preface. 
all this to tickle the reader, fOrfooth, or our own 
vanity, with being firjl in a relation. I have 
known fome very fcrupulous this way in appear¬ 
ance, but in ejf 'eèt no lefs wide of the mark tha?i 
their neighbours, who jledfajlly believe themfelves 
honefl in their ajjertions, but mofl unluckily make 
an ill choice of terms and modes of exprefion. To 

fpeak intelligibly y we read every day one or other, 
that tells us of certain kingdoms in the Indies, 
much after the rate that we talk of thofe in Eu¬ 
rope 5 the metropolitan cities, the counties, the 
government of frontier places, the palace, the 
minifers of fate, the generals of armies, and a 
hundred other terms of that famp, prejently we 
think ourfelves at another Paris, V?rfailles, or 
in our formidable armies > and when all comes 
to all, this f ame Louvre of a palace is neither 
better nor worfe than a rambling, ill contriv'd, 
wooden building ; the courtiers a crew of forry 
wretches half naked ; the viceroys, it may be, 
have fifteen or twenty petty villages under their 
government, flattered up and down in the woods, 
and jo of the ref. Undoubtedly the je terms, that 
reprefent juch grand ideas to us, are very impro¬ 
perly ufed to fgnfy Jucb pitiful kingdoms, that 
have ahnofl nothing common with ours, but the 
name ; dis my opinion we ought to manage them 
warily and skilfully, left we Jhould lie in telling 
the truth. But when the country we treat of has 
in good earnej't Jo?nething noble and fingular hi 
it, we are f till apter to mijcarry ; then we are 
not content barely to draw efeem from our readers, 
we covet their admiration too ; in this cafe a man 
muf Jland upon his guard againf his own evi¬ 

dence. 



The Author’s Preface. 
donee, and deal with it juft as thofe modeft perfons 
who in their judgment retrench half the merit 
their own imagination fuggefts to ’em, left they 
Jhould overvalue them (elves. Upon the whole, 
we ought not to be (o violently prepoffejfed againfl 
relations of voyages, as to put good and bad 
under the fame conde?nnation ; for as on one hand 
it were indifcreet to take up with all that come 
out without choice, examination, or diftinClion ; 
Jo on the other hand ’tis as foe Iff an affectation, 
to rejeCt indifferently the accounts of travellers 
whofe difintereft, condition, and capacity recom¬ 
mend their credit. For my part, notwit hftanding 
I have conftantly cherifh’d a (teddy affeClion for 
truth, I dur ft not venture to put together an in¬ 
tire ftory of all that came to my knowledge during 
a long abode in the empire of China, apprehend- 
ing left the want of other qualifications, neceffary 
in J'uch a work, Jhould hardly be aton’d for by 
that fingle virtue ; neverthelefs, not knowing 
well how to contain myfelf altogether at my re¬ 
turn from fo far a country, and being lefs able 
to forbear publffing the progrefs of religion 
in the Eaft, I confefs I have been extremely de¬ 
lighted in communicating my (elf on that fubjeCl 
to fever al per Jons of quality, well ajfeCted to our 
holy faith-, and being under an obligation to ren¬ 
der an account of my voyage to fome, or in obedi¬ 
ence to the exprefs commands of others ; or laftly 
to make a return for the civility and good offices 
done me by the rejl, I wrote the following letters 
(being an abridgment of thofe particular conver- 

Jaticns they have honour’d me with) which com¬ 
prehend, in great part, the prefent Jlate of China -, 



The Author's Preface. 
and I conceivedy in publifhing this colleblioHy not 
as a regular univerfal account of that vafl em¬ 
pire y but as memoirs and heads for a general 
hijloryy they might not be unferviceable to thofe 
who might one time or other take up Juch a de- 
fign ; mean time y 1 may well feary that the fame 
thingSy which Jeenid tolerable in di/courfey will 
not pafs fo currently upon a nearer view ; faults 
are ever eafiejl dijcovered in writing y and that 
loofe irregularity y which makes up the pleafure of 
convcrjationy will hardly be forgiven here : but 
to concludcy a man that has endeavour d ten 
years together to forget his mother tongue, and 
to load his memory with barbarous words and 
uncouth ideasy whatever he may have loft another 
way y ought to be allowed the privilege of wri¬ 
ting ill ; after we have cut the line four or five 
timesy methinks our file Jhould not be canvas d 
by the criticksy andy for ought I know y polit enefs 
in a mifjionary would be lefs edifying than negli¬ 
gence. 

! T H E 
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THE 

Prefent State 

CHINA. 
A Letter to my Lord Pontch artrain,- 

Secretary of State to his Mojl Chrijlian 
Majejiy, 

The Voyage fro7n Siam to Pekin, 

My Lord, 

H O* travellers at their return are very 
fond of telling their ftory, and I am 
pretty well affured, that a relation from 
China cannot fail of being at once both 

ufeful and entertaining*, yet I could never once 
refolve upon writing a formal account of my voyage 
thither. That fubjeét, indeed, is worn fo thread¬ 
bare, that people have little or no curiolity after 
new relations i and the world, moreover, is fuffi- 
ciently taken up with the buhnefs of the times : 
the wars, negotiations, and defigns now carrying 
on in Europe, divert them from enquiring into 
the affairs of remote countries. 

B But 



2 cîhe Voyage from Siam to Pekin. 

But you, my lord (whofe underftanding is as 
extenfive as your zeal, and who no lefs rejoice at 
viétories obtain’d by Chrift’s dodrine over idolatry, 
than at thofe by our arms) will, I dare hope, give 
us his minifters a patient hearing. I have already 
had the honour to be heard by you on this Tub- 
je<5h at leilure hours j and I may fay, that next to 
thofe divine helps which fupport us in all our la¬ 
bours, nothing could more animate our induftry, 
than that goodnefs with which you are pleafed to 
give it encouragement. 

The project of fending miftionaries, fkill’d in the 
mathematicks, into the utmoft parts of the world, 
was thought fo glorious to his majefty’s reign, and 
fo advantageous to religion, that his minifters have 
ever ufed their bed endeavours to promote it. 

Monfieur Colbert not only obtain’d his majefty’s 
approbation, but alfo his orders for the preparing 
neceftâry inftruments, for a confiderable number 
of mathematicians, bound for China -, fome thro* 
Mufcovy and Tartary, others thro’Syria and Per- 
lia, and the reft on board the veftels belonging to 
the Eaft-India company. 

His death put fome ftop to this great deftgn, 
but the marquis deLouvois no fooner fucceededhim, 
as fuperintendent of arts and fciences, than by 
order from his majefty he commanded our fupe- 
riors to look out men, whofe zeal and capacity 
render’d them able for fuch an undertaking ♦, and 
for them he procured all forts of inftruments, 
together with money, letters of commendation, 
and, in a word, whatever might contribute to the 
fuccefs of the defign. 

Monfieur De Seignelay, judging that thefe new 
miftions needed the fupport of the admiralty, de- 
fired they might be intruded to his care ; but tho® 
monfieur De Louvois gave up to him the manage¬ 

ment 



The Voyage from Siam to Pekin. 3 

ment of them *, yet he did not wholly abandon 
them, but largely and bountifully contributed to the 
fhortening their journey thro’ Poland, Ruffia, Si¬ 
beria, and the greater Tartary to the eaftern ocean. 

Thus, my lord, has providence led three great 
men to forward fo noble a work, the perfecting of 
which it has left to you. The feveral reafons which 
induced them to it will, doubtlefs, be as preva¬ 
lent with your lordfhip, who are no lefs deftrous 
of the honour of religion, the glory of our king, 
and the advantage of his fubjeCts, and no lefs care¬ 
ful in your employments, with refpeCt both to arts 
and fcienccs, and trade and navigation. 

Your protection has, hitherto, been fo bene¬ 
volent to thofe zealous miflionaries, that they can¬ 
not doubt of a happy fuccefs. 

But befides this acknowledgment, they are 
bound to give you an exaCt account, of their aCtions, 
their travels, and the ufe they have made of his 
majefty’s bounty. Thefe memoirs, my lord, I 
offer to you on their behalf. 

The king, about ten years fince, commanded 
fix of his fubjeCts, jefuits, for China, with the 
character of his majefty’s mathematicians, that, by 
teaching thefe fciences, they might take occafion 
to promote the gofpel. I was one of them, and 
fet fail with the reft in the beginning of the year 
1685, in the fame {hip, on board which was mon- 
fteur Chaumont, fent by his majefty on an extra¬ 
ordinary ambafty to the court of Siam. 

j J 

Our voyage thither was very fortunate, but the 
feafen forbad our going farther ; and we were de¬ 
tained there near a twelve-month, till the time of 
year proper for our defign. 

The king of Siam, a pretender to aftrology, de¬ 
li red to be a fharer in our aftronomical obfervati- 
ons. He, above all, admired our exaCtnefs in fore- 

B z telling 



4 "The Voyage from Siam to Pekin. 
telling an eclipfe of the moon, which led him to 
entertain thoughts of keeping us at his court. But 
having inform’d him, what our orders were, he 
confented that four of us fhould depart for China, 
provided father Tachard fhould return to France, 
to requeft the king for more mathematicians, and 
that I in the interim fhould remain with him. 

Accordingly he went for Europe, and I conti¬ 
nued at Siam, while the fathers Fontaney Gerbil- 
lon, DeVifdelon, and Bouvet took fhip for Macao, 
a fmall city, fituated on the point of an ifland on 
the coafts of China, where the Portugueze have a 
fortrefs. 

Father Tachard arrived fafe at Paris, with the 
Siamite ambaffadors : but thofe, who failed for 
China, were, in a few days after their departure, 
furprifed by a temped which put a dop to their 
voyage ^ they were in a dont veflel of moniteur 
Condance’s, but it differed fo much in the dorm, 
that in a little time it began to be leaky. 

The fn ip wreck being inevitable, it was thought 
better to drand on the fliore with fome hopes of 
life, than by loafing up againd the wind to keep 
the fea, and founder in a defperate condition ; fo 
before night they reached an unknown land. The 
fliip often run upon fhoals, but did not fplit ; and 
with much difficulty they got to the leeward of an 
ifland near Caffomet, a province of the kingdom of 
Siam, bordering upon that of Camboja. 

The captain then defpaired of proceeding in his 
voyage, being fallen under a wind, which accord¬ 
ing to the fealon was like to keep the fame corner 
for feveral months, and hindered him from doub¬ 
ling the cape of Camboja, efpecially fince the fliip 
was extremely difabled. 

The 
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The miflionaries more concerned at the loft of 
time, than the danger they had cfcaped, refolved 
upon returning to Siam by land,defigningtheretogo 
on board anEnglifli veflel bound for Canton, which 
was to fail about the beginning of Auguft. They en¬ 
tered the woods, in hopes of meeting with a town 
and fome guides to conduct them i but they loon 
loft their way, and encountered no lefs perils at 
land than before at fea. The great rains had 
caufed a land-flood, fo that, walking barefoot thro* 
the fields which were overflowed, an innumerable 
quantity of leeches, and mufketoes fo troublefome 
to ftrangers, were their continual torment. On 
the other hand a great number cf ferpents, tigers, 
buffles, and elephants, of which the forefts are full, 
kept them under continual appréhendons. 

But their greateft mifery was want of food \ for, 
the little victuals they had brought out with them 
being foon fpent, they muft have been ftarved, 
had not providence directed them to a fmall village. 
Not that the inhabitants could afford them much 
relief, being themfelves unprovided of all things \ 
but they conducted them back again to their fhip, 
where they arrived after a fortnight’s wandering, 
halt-dead with wearinefs and hunger. 

As for me, I was almoft in as ill a condition : I 
had prevailed upon monfieur Confiance to place me in 
a convent of Talapoins (fo their priefts are called) of 
whom not one had yet embraced chriftianity, tho* 
their converfion might be an effedlual means to 
bring about that of the whole nation. I knew no 
fteps more proper to be taken, to this purpofe, than 
free converfation v/ith them, and conforming my 
felf to their dreftes, and aufterity of life. This 
method proved effectual at Madura -, from whence I 
concluded, that there was no lefs reafon to expedl 
the like fuccefs at Siam. But the confpiracy of the 
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6 The Voyage from Siam to Pekin. 
Malais and Macaffars, which happened at that time, 
gave monfieur Confiance fo much trouble, that he 
had no leifure to think of me. The king who 
countenanced the chriflian faith, and his minifier, 
who was its chief fupport, with all thofe who pro- 
feffed it, wrere in danger of being murthered in one 
night, had not our Redeemer faved us from that 
peril ; but the plot was difeovered, and the crimi¬ 
nals brought to a condign punifhment. 

On account of this accident, the fathers re¬ 
turned by fea to Siam, before I was very far en¬ 
raged in the new life I refolved to lead ; and at their 
earnefl folicitation I confented to embark with them, 
when the feafon fhould permit ; and the more wil¬ 
lingly, becaufe it was about the time that father 
Tachard was to return with a recruit of miffiona- 
ries and mathematicians. 

On the 17th of June, in the year 1687, we failed 
for Nimpo, a confiderable city and haven inCheki- 
am, a province of Macao ; for wre thought it im¬ 
proper to go to Macao, as was defigned the year 
before, having been informed, that the Portugueze 
would not afford us a welcome reception. 

I hardly believe, my lord, that you are over cu¬ 
rious of knowing how wre fleered our courfe. Jour¬ 
nals wholly made up of eafl, wefl, north, and 
fouth, and a thoufand barbarous words, which feem 
only proper for huffing and hedtoring the winds, 
can fcarce be relifh’d by fo nice a palate as yours , 
which neverthelefs are very ufeful to feamen, and 
thofe, who make navigation1.'their fludy, wrould 
not find fuch a flile unpleafarit. But I fhall take 
another opportunity of giving you an account of 
it, in offering you fome geographical memoirs. Per¬ 
mit me then to wave this for the prefent, and 
to fpeak only of what concerned ourfelves. 

Altho5 
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Altho* the king of Siam gave exprefs orders for 
our good treatment, God was pleafed in his wif- 
dom to give us an occafion of exercifing our pati¬ 
ence. We were on board a final! Chinefe veflel, 
called a Somme by thePortugueze, without anyfhel- 
ter againd the weather, and fo dreightened for want 
of room, that we could not lie at length *, placed 
near an idol, black with the fmoak of a lamp con¬ 
tinually burning in its honour, and, which did not 
a little offend us, worfhipped every day with a dia¬ 
bolical fuperdition. The fun was directly over our 
heads, and we had fcarce any water to quench our 
immoderate third, which the exceffive heat of the 
climate brought upon us. Three meals of rice 
were our daily allowance, tho’the captain, Iconfefs, 
often invited us to eat fome meat with him ; but 
that being always flrd offered as a facrifice to the 
idol, we looked on it rather with horror than ap¬ 
petite. In this manner we fpent above a month, 
endeavouring, by our patience and prayers, to in- 
fpire thofe idolatrous people with an edeem for our 
holy religion, our {mail acquaintance with their 
language not permitting us to do it by declaring 
its mod facred truths. 

’Tis true, we fometimes, with the help of an in¬ 
terpreter, attempted to convince them of the abfur- 
dity of that worfhip they were unfortunately en¬ 
gaged in, by means of their education. One day 
efpecially they flocked about us ; the difpute grew 
fliarp, and, at length, fo hot, that we were con- 
drained to drop it. All feamen are generally very 
obdinate ; and ours took great offence at what we 
had faid of their idol, and, loon after, advanced 
towards us, with threatening afpe&s, armed with 
lances and half-pikes. 

We impatiently expedted the event, but found, at 
lad, there was no reafon to fear. The mariners had 
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8 *The Voyage from Siam to Pekin. 
armed themfelves only to prepare for a procédions 
in honour of their idol ; perhaps to appeafe the 
anger fhe might have conceived at the rude treat¬ 
ment which fhe received from us in the late difpute, 
Ï fcarce believe there is a r ation more fuperditious 
than theChinefe,who worfhip the very compafs they 
deer by, continually cenfing it with perfumes, and 
often offering it meat as a facrifice. Twice a day 
regularly they threw little pieces of gilt paper, like 
money, into the fea, as it were to keep it at their 
devotion. Sometimes they would prefent it with 
little boats made of the fame huff, that, being em¬ 
ployed in toffing and ruining them, fhe might have 
no leifure to annoy us. But when the unruly ele¬ 
ment flighted this kindnefs, and became trouble- 
fome, being, as they believed, agitated in an ex¬ 
traordinary manner by a Dæmon that governs it ; 
they burned fome feathers, whofe noifome fmoak 
and peftiferous fcent were, indeed, more than fuf- 
dcient, to fend the fiend going, were he the caufe, 
had he been endowed with fenfe. 

Faffing once near a hill on which one of their 
temples is built, their fuperdition then out-did it- 
felf -, for, befides the ufual ceremonies, confiding in 
meat-offerings, burning of candles and perfumes, 
throwing little baubles of gilt paper into the fea, 
and infinite other fopperies, all hands were at work, 
for five or fix hours together, in making a little vef- 
fel, in the likenefs of ours, of about four feet ip. 
length. It was very artificially wrought, wanting 
neither mads, tackling, fails, nor flags ; it had its 
compafs, rudder, and fhalop, its arms, kitchin- 
duff, viduals, cargo, and book of accompts. Be- 
iides, they had daubed as many fmall pieces of 
paper, as we were men in the fhip, and difpofed of 
them in our places. This machine, being placed 
gn two daves, was, with great ceremony, at the 

noife 
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noife of a tabor and a brazen bafon, raifed up in 
view of all the crew. A feaman, in a Bonze’s habit, 
was the principal perfon among them, playing fe- 
veral apilh tricks with a quarter-ftaff, and, now 
and then, fhouting forth loud huzza’s. At length 
the myderious toy was committed to the waves, 
and ey’d as far as light could reach, accompanied 
with the Bonze’s acclamations, who roared with all 
his might. This ridiculous entertainment diverted 
the failors, w'hile we were ftruck with a fen lib le 
grief to behold their blind error, which it was out 
of our power to remove. 

An accident happened foon after, which, at drd, 
gave them lefs pleafure, but, in the end, proved an 
equal diverfion to us all. The mariners imagined 
they faw a fhip in a part of the fea much in felled 
with pyrates. They had excellent fpying-glalTes, 
thro’ which they could perceive the malls and fails; 
nay, fome faw the very tackling, and, from the 
manner of her failing, it was plain fhe defigned us 
a vifit. All were very diligent in putting their rhip 
in a pollure of defence: theChinefe, who, of all men, 
love bell to deep in a wrhole fkin, were in extreme 
Condernation -, we faw fear painted in their faces, 
while they made ready their feymeters, pikes, and 
guns, for they had no cannon. This terrified us 
more than the fancied enemy, which yet caufed in 
us no little apprehenlion ; for I mud ingenuoudy 
own, we were then grown as fearful, if podible, 
as the Chinefe themfelves. Religion or martyrdom 
was not then the thing in quedion -, we were in 
danger of being drangled by villains, who give no 
quarter, according to their cudom, which they would 
hardly have altered for our fakes. The onlv re¬ 
medy would have been, to have leaped into the 
lea, and, by drowning ourfelves, deferred our end. 
tor a few minutes ; but the medicine was fo mew hat 
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violent, and we did not care to try the experiment. 
Our profpeéHve-glaflès were often ufed, and, 
to our great lürprize, the mighty vefTel, as it came 
near us^ leffened, as did our ill-grounded terror, 
for we now doubted whether it was a fhip. At 
length it grew a floating ifland, then a fea-horfe, 
and then I know not what ; till at laft it came in 
view, and proved to be a tree, which a violent 
wind had torn from the coaft. The earth and 
pebbles about its root occafioned it to fwim upright, 
io that its trunk, which was very high, refembled 
a maft *, and fome branches fpread on each fide for 
a yard, with lefler boughs broken down for ropes, 
had, with the help, of the wind and the Tea’s beat¬ 
ing about it, which formed a trad: not unlike that 
of a fhip, thus caufelefly alarmed us ; moreover, 
people who trembled, as they looked thro’ their 
glaftes, might eafily be deceived. 

The dreadful enemy was no fooner known, but 
the preparations were given over, to their great 
Teeming grief, who then defired nothing more than 
a battle, and were heartily vexed at the diTappoint- 
ment. But we much fufpeding their courage was 
counterfeit, fince it did not appear till all the dan¬ 
ger was vanifhed, thought not ourfelves fafe un¬ 
til we were landed. 

This was not the only peril we were likely to 
encounter -, for we were fcarce in fight of Emouis, 
an ifland of China, famous for the commodioufnefs 
of its harbour, and the abundance of fnips of all 
nations reforting thither, when the fudden veering 
of the wind, followed by a calm, and black clouds, 
which on every fide darkened our horizon, caufed 
the pilots to fear the approach of fomeTyphon, than 
which nothing is more terrible in the feas of China 
and Japan -, for, unlefs the captain be fkilful, the 
crew numerous, and the vefTel ftout, their ruin is 

moil 
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moft certain. This Typhon is a furious wind, or 
rather a blowing of all the winds at once ; fo that 
the waves, confufedly rolling one upon another, 
befet a fhip on all fides, and tofs it with the utmoft 
rage and fury. This wind is fo violent, that there 
is no bearing any fail ; and fo obftinate, that the third 
day fcarce fees the end of it. At firft the feamens 
pains and induftry may a little withftand the ftorm, 
but continual labour tires and difheartens them ; 
they yield to the over-ruling winds, the mails break, 
the rudder is carried off, and the fhip founders; or, if 
fhebe fo well built as to fuftain the fury of the waves, 
fhe fplits againft a rock, and not a man efcapes. 

Four days had been fpent, in expectation of the 
like fate; and the dreadful omens increafed, when 
it came into our minds to addrefs St. Francis Xa¬ 
vier, whofe miracles had once rendered thofe feas 
fo famous. We prayed him to divert the tempcfl, 
and inforced our prayers by a vow. Scarce were we 
off our knees, but, whether by a miracle, or the 
ordinary courfe of nature, there blew a favourable 
gale of wind, which carried us thro* fome inlands 
into our defired port. 

I never faw any thing fo frightful, as that infinite 
number of rocks and defert ifiands thro* which we 
were obliged to pafs. The channels are in fome 
places fo narrow, as not to exceed ten paces in 
breadth, to the great danger of thofe who fail thro’ 
them : we alfo fleer’d thro’ a pretty wide bay, 
in which the Chinefe obferve a profound filence, 
for fear, they tell us, of difturbing a neighbouring 
dragon ; we were conftrained to follow their 
example. I know not how they call it ; as for 
us, we named it the Dumb Man’s Bay. 

Having fpent fome time among thofe horrid 
rocks, we at lafi: had fight of a little city called 
Tim-hai, that is, Sea’s Limit, fituated at the mouth 
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of the river, up which we tided, and dropped 
anchor three miles higher, near the city of Nimpo, 
which we had earnellly longed to fee, during a 
fix and thirty days yoyage, rendered extremely 
tedious, on account of the dangers and hardfhips 
to which we were daily expofed. 

It was with tranfportingjoy we reached that land, 
in which we had, during fo many years, ardently de¬ 
li red to preach the gofpeL The light of it infpiredus 
with anunufual zeal, and thejoy of viewing that hap¬ 
py foil, which fo many good men had confecrated by 
their labours, we thought an ample amends for ours. 

However, it was not foeafy to enter, tho’wewere 
fo near the city. China is a very ceremonious coun¬ 
try, wherein all Grangers, but efpecially the French, 
have occalion for a good Hock of patience. The cap¬ 
tain of our veil'd thought fit to conceal us, and, on our 
arrival, we were let down into the hold, where the 
heat, which increafed the nearer we approached the 
land, and feveral other inconveniencies, rendered 
our condition almofl infupportable. But, in fpite of 
all precaution, we were difeovered -, an officer of the 
cuftoms fpied us, and, having taken an account of 
the fhip’s cargo, fet a man in her, and withdrew to 
inform his mailer. This Mandarine who holds his 
commiffion immediately from court, and is there- 
fore much relpeéled, ordered us to be brought be¬ 
fore him, whom we found in a large hall, affilied by 
hisafFeflbrs, and other inferior officers ; v/e were wait¬ 
ed on thither by a multitude of people, v/ho are 
there more curious of feeing an European, than 
we fhouid be here of viewing a Chinefé. 

Nofooner were we enter’d, but we were admo- 
nifhed to kneel, and bow our heads nine times to 
the ground, that being the cullom in thofe parts of 
doing obeifance to the prime Mandarine, who, in that 
quality, reprefents the emperor’s perfom His coun¬ 
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tenance was very fevere, bearing a gravity that 
challenged veneration, and a dread, which increaf- 
ed. at the fight of his executioners, who, like Ro¬ 
man lidlors, attended with chains and great flicks, 
in a readinefs to bind and cudgel whom his Man- 
darinefhip pleafed. 

Having paid him our duty, he afked us who we 
were, and what was our errand. My Lord (an- 
fwered we, by the means of our interpreter) we have 
heard in Europe, that feveral of our brethren, and 
particularly fa/^rVerbiefl, laboured with fuccefs to 
fpread the knowledge of our holy religion in thefe re¬ 
mote parts -, the fame zeal has moved us, and the no- 
bie idea we have form'd of this empire, and of the 
wit and politenefs of its inhabitants, has e?igaged us 
to procure them the only thing that is wanting to com- 
pleat the grandeur of fo ficurijhing and renowned 
a nation, viz. the knowledge of THE ONLY'TRUE 
GOD, without which it cannot be truly great. JVe 
have befdes unde?food how kind his imperial majefiy 
has been to the?n, and hope his Mandarines, who are 
no flrangers to his intentions, will be fo favourable 
as not to ???olefl us. 

Thisdeclaration feemed fomewhat bold, in a pro¬ 
vince where our religion was fcarce tolerated, and 
in a city where there was not one chriilian. But 
our ignorance hereof inclined us to think, that, fince 
the freedom of trade had been granted, flrangers 
might come and fettle there, which isdiredllyoppo- 
fite to the laws of the land. The Mandarine, 
who, queflionlefs, was furprized at our freedom of 
fpeech, difiembled his thoughts, and* as if he ap¬ 
proved of our zeal, told us it was true, the empe¬ 
ror had a particular efleem tor fatherVerbiefl, whofe 
merit was notorious in all parts of the empire, and 
that he himfelf was very defirous to ferve us; but, 
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continued he, I muft firfi&dvife with the governor, 
andvùeJhall confider of it together: in the meanwhile 
return to y ourfh ip, whereyoujhallhearfartherfrom us. 

Some days after the general of the militia in and 
about the city, confiding of about fifteen or twenty 
thoufand men, was willing to fee us,and entertained us 
in a mod obliging manner, infomuch that, when we 
left him to wait upon the governor, he fent an of¬ 
ficer to defire him that he would ufe us kindly, af- 
furing him we were very honed people. The go¬ 
vernor exprefied fome regard for us, but faid he 
could determine nothing in our cafe, till he had fird 
conferred with the chief officers of the city ; fo 
that we were forced again on board our hated ffiip, 
which feemed to us an extremely fevere prifon. 

Mod of us were fick, but our lord, who permit¬ 
ted thefe delays, to try our patience, did at lad foft- 
en the hardened hearts of thefe infidels, who took 
compaffion upon us. Eight days being fpent in 
confultations, the Mandarine of the cudoms held 
his court in a houfe not far from the port, where 
his clerks ufually kept their office. Having there 
fent for us and our goods, being feveral bales of 
books, images, and mathematical indruments, they 
opened but three of our trunks, without demand¬ 
ing any cudom ; and hislordfhip told us, we might 
lodge in the fuburbs till they had heard from the 
viceroy, to whom the governor had wrote concern¬ 
ing us. We thankfully accepted of his civility, 
and, in our new habitation, enjoyed a red we 
greatly wanted. 

Permit me, my lord, before I proceed, to give 
you a general defcription of that great empire, 
framed according to the obfervations of antient 
geographers, and rectified by thofe we have fince 
made with much care and exaétnefs» 

i 
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China, which the inhabitants call Tchoum- 
coevé, the middle kingdom, becauie they formerly 
thought themfelves feated in the midftof the world, 
is divided into fifteen very large provinces. Quan¬ 
tum, Fokien, Chekiam, Nankim, Xantum and Pe¬ 
kin lie along the eaftern ocean, from fcuth to north ; 
and, from north to fouth on the weftern fide, are 
extended Xanfi, Xenfi, Sucheun, Yunnan and 
Quamfl ; and then Queycheu, Kianfi, Huquam 
and Honan are encompafled by the other eleven, 
and from the midft of the empire, which a chan¬ 
nel divides from Japan and the ifland Formofa, and 
a very long wall from Tartary. 

Here, my lord, I muft intreat your patience a 
while, to give you an exahl account of its fituation, 
and remind you of two confiderable faults geogra¬ 
phers are guilty of : the firft whereof is, that they 
have mifplaced the whole province Leaotum with¬ 
in the wall -, whereas it is undoubtedly without, 
tho’ it ever made part of the Chinefe dominions. 
This is matter of faét, and whoever difputes it 
need only take a journey thither, as we did, to be 
fully convinced. The fécond is, that they place 
the whole empire five hundred leagues more eafl- 
ward than it really is*, this is not fo palpable a mif- 
take as the former, but clearly demonftrable* by 
our obfervations ; fo that China is much nearer Eu¬ 
rope than it has been hitherto imagined. 

If fucceeding obfervators could but bring it each 
journey fo many leagues nearer, our voyages would 
foon befhortened,and thofe, who are fofond of fee¬ 
ing unknown countries, might with eafe fatisfy their 
defires*, but the mifchief is, that it is out of their 
power. And I dare fay, our obfervations, and thofe 
of the royal academy of fciences, will fcarce be fur- 
pa fled, unlefsMr. V—, who has fo much inveighed 
againft our manner of proceeding herein,undertakes 
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that difficult talk *, then indeed I ffiould not defpàir* 
if he gives us a map of his travels, of feeing China 
beyond Japan, or Japan near Mexico. 

Befides thefe two fundamental errors, they have 
failed in the fituation of each particular city *, but a 
fuller account would be too tedious to infert here, 
and may befides be expected from father Gouye, a 
mathematician of our king’s college, with whom I 
have left our geographical obfervations, which he 
will fhortly produce to the world. However, my 
lord, be pleafed that I give you the true extent of 
the empire: From the city of Canton, which wt 
place a little above the 23d degree to Pekin, which 
lies in the 40th, there are from north to fouth 17 
degrees *, but we may reckon 18, becaufe beyond Pe¬ 
kin and Canton to the utmoft bounds is 20 leagues 
more: Thefe 18 degrees amount to 450 common 
leagues, and are the intire length of that country. 
Its extent from eaft to weft is little lefs -, fo that on 
the whole China which is almoft of a circular figure, 
is very near fourteen hundred leagues in circuit. 
This account, my lord, I can warrant to be juft, 
and grounded on very exatft obfervation. 

You fee, my lord, that I have taken no notice 
of Formofa, Haynan, and other ifiands of inferior 
note, which of themfelves would make a very great 
kingdom*, as alfo all the province of Leaotum,becaufe 
it is without the wall. As for the Corea, Tumkim* 
and Siam, they depend, Iconfefs, fo far on China 
as that they pay tribute to that crown, and their 
kings, at their ad million, are confirmed by its em¬ 
peror *, but they are feparate kingdoms, and exceed¬ 
ingly differ from that of China, which is quite ano¬ 
ther thing, whether we confider the product and 
fertility of its foil, the beauty and numbers of its 
cities, or the wit, politenefs, religion, and manners 
of its inhabitants. The Chinefe know it, and are fo 
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proud of it, that that they call all the reft barba¬ 
rous nations, taking great care in their marriages 
not to match with them, or any of the other In¬ 
dians, fearing nothing more than tha4, their mean 
blood fhould run in a noble Chinefe*s veins. 

I alfo omitted a great part of Tartary, which 
belongs to this ftate, to the great increafe of its 
power, for the Tartars are valiant, and withal 
men of fenfe; and befides, tho’ Tartary be full of 
woods and Tandy defarts, yet it is not wholly un¬ 
fruitful -, thofe fine furs of which they rob their 
zibelines, foxes and tigers ; a great diversity 
of fimples ufed in phyfick, and the fine horfes 
which come from thence, are commodities China 
could not be without. Yet tho’ they reap fo great 
a profit by, it cannot be imagined what a vexation 
it is to them to be fo ftridly United and mixt with 
that nation ; and one muft be well acquainted tvith 
the excefs of their vanity, and of the conceit they 
have of their grandeur,to know how grievoufiy the 
Tartarian conqueft has humbled them. I queftion 
not, my lord, but you have heard of it, but 
perhaps have not had the leifure of inquiring into 
particulars, and therefore a fhort account of that 
great revolution may not be unwelcome. 

One of the petty kings of the eaftern Tartary 
(for there are not a few) whofe fubjeds, called 
Mouantcheou,had fettled a trade near the long wall, 
having complained at Pekin of fome knaveries 
committed by the Chinefe merchants, and having 
received no latisfadion, refolved to right himfelf, 
and entered the province of Leaotum with a nu¬ 
merous army. The emperor prefently fent fome 
part of his forces to oppofe him, and the war 
continued fome time, with equal advantage. But 
one L. I. a Chinefe took that opportunity to hatch 
a rebellion in the provinces which were moft re- 

C mote 



18 rfhe Voyage from Siam to Pekin. 

mote from court. Great numbers of malecontents 
flock’d about him, who having made themfelves 
mailers of the greateft cities,like a torrent, overflow’d 
the whole country, driving all down before them. 

The facred prefence of their emperor could not 
fave Pekin from their fury -, the rebel, who knew 
the bed forces were drawn out of it, marched di¬ 
rectly to attack it. There was indeed a garrifon 
of feventy thoufand men, but moil gain’d upon by 
the practices of L. I’s emiflaries -, fo that while fome 
with a pretended zeal perfuaded the prince to re¬ 
main in his palace, others opened the city gates to 
the tray tor, who lolemnized his entry by a cruel 
daughter. The unfortunate monarch, finding him- 
felt betrayed, would have marched out againil 
him with fix hundred guards, who flill remained 
with him *, but at the mentioning of his heroick 
propofal their hearts failed them, and they bafely 
abandoned him. Then fearing no greater evil than 
that of falling quick into the hands of his enemies, 
he retired into a garden with an only daughter he 
had, and having wrote with his blood thefe words 
on the border of his veil, My fubjetts have bafely 
forfaken me, fpend thy rage on my body, but fpare my 
people. He firfl {tabbed the princefs, whofe tears 
would have foftened a heart of flint, and then 
hang’d himfelf on a tree ; more unjuft to his 
daughter, and cruel to himfelf, than could have 
been the mod barbarous foe. 

Hie emperor being dead,all bowed to the ufur- 
per, except Oufanguey fwhom the late prince had 
intruded with the command of the forces he had 
fent againft the Tartars) and he never would ac¬ 
knowledge him, and chofe rather to pull down his 
tyranny, than ignobly to accept of a fhare in it. 
The new monarch having in vain befieged him in 
the province of Leaotum, to engage him to fur- 
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render himfelf, fhewed him his father loaded with 
irons, protefting he would put him to death in 
his fight, if he did not immediately fubmit. But 
that generous lord, more faithful to the memory 
of his deceafed prince than tender of his father’s 
life, Suffered the duty of a fubjedt to prevail over 
that of a foil -, and feeing that blood fpilt, of 
which his was once a part, refolved to die, or re¬ 
venge at once his father’s and his emperor’s death, 
hie made his peace with the Tartar, who, having 
joined him, no fooner enabled him to cope with 
his enemy, but he marched againft him. But the 
tyrant, whofe cowardife was even greater than his 
cruelty ,durft not appear againft thofe two armies. 
He fled to Pekin, where having burned the pa¬ 
lace, and all that had not penfhed at his firft en¬ 
try, he retired into the province of Xenfi, loaded 
with the fpoil of the empire and the curfe of alh 
He was purfued but in vain, for he met with fo 
private a retirement, that all the art of man could 
never find him out. 

In the mean while the Tartars entered Peking 
and fo impofed upon the poor Chinefe, that of 
themfelves they begged their new guefts to take 
care of their diftreffed ftate. The Tartars were 
too cunning not to improve fo favourable an op¬ 
portunity ; hereupon they, either by force or po¬ 
licy, are fince grown abfolute mailers of it. And 
here it is hard to determine which is the molt to 
be wondered at, the courage and condudl of that 
nation, which gave them fuccefs in fo noble an 
enterprize, or the fupinenefs or ill management of 
the Chinefe, who thus bafely fubmitted to a peo¬ 
ple fo inconsiderable for their number, that they 
would have been afliamed not Ion9: before to own 
them for their Subjects. So true it is we ought not 
to look on any thing as beneath us. Since all tem- 
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poral grandeur is fubjedl to change, and nothing 
is confiant in this world but inconftancy. 

The Tartarian king Tfoutè had not the leifure 
to enjoy his conquefl ; fcarce had he taken pofief- 
fion but he died, leaving the adminiftration of the 
government, and care of his fon, who was then 
but fix years old, to his brother. This brother of 
his, named Amavan, conquered all the pro¬ 
vinces which had not yet fubmitted -, a prince de¬ 
ferred ly admired, not only for his valour and 
conduct, ever attended with fuccefs, but alfo for 
his fidelity and moderation. For the young prince 
being come to age, he difcharged his trufl, and 
took as much care to fecure him in the empire, as 
he had done to conquer it for him. 

This union of the two nations has made one 
empire of a prodigious extent, for tho’ all Tartary 
does not belong to China, yet mofl is tributary 
to it ^ infomuch,that the great and mighty Cham, 
to whom the Chinefe themfelves fometime paid 
tribute, is now fallen from all his grandeur. But 
I do not wonder how we in Europe could be mif- 
informed in this point, fince Monfieur Confiance 
himfelf, who fo frequently converfed with them, 
knew no better. I know not upon what grounds 
he had creduloufly taken up a report that Tar¬ 
tary obeyed one foie emperor, from whom the 
Chinefe defended themfelves only by prefents and 
money. This will make me take more care for 
the future,how I credit relations which are ground¬ 
ed on common fame. 

Since the peace between Rufiia and China, it is 
eafy to give the true length of the whole empire, 
for on that occafion the bounds were fixed by con- 
lent to the 55th degree,the reft of the land ftretch* 
in g from north to eaft remaining ftill undecided by 
that treaty. So from the moft foutherly point of 
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Hay nan to the utmoft limits of that part of Tar¬ 
tary,which belongs to the emperor of China, may 
be reckon’d above 900 leagues.Thofe lands are not 
alike fruitful, but all may yield religion a plentiful 
harveft, and, were .all the miffionaries in the world 
employ’d in fo vaft a field, it would yet want for 

reapers. 
We were well informed at Nimpo of the good 

we could do there, and were ready to take a fpi- 
ritual poffeffion of the promifed land, when we 
had intelligence that the viceroy ot that province 
was much offended that we were fuffered to land, 
and was refolved to fend us back to the Indies. 
He wrote indeed a fharp reprimand to the gover¬ 
nor of Nimpo, and at the fame time an account 
of what had paffed to the grand tribunal at Pekin, 
which is entrufted with the care of foreign affairs, 
and ever was averfe to the chriftian religion. He 
was very partial, for tho* he was well acquainted 
with our defign, he represented us as five Euro¬ 
peans, who for fome private ends defigned to fet¬ 
tle there, in opposition to the fundamental laws of 
the realm--, fo that the court decreed we Should be 
banifhed, and, according to cuftom, prefented an 
order to that cffeét, defiring the emperor to Sign it. 

Had this order been confirmed, we had been 
undone, and in all probability, the Mandarins at 
Nimpo had been fo too, for treating us fo favour¬ 
ably. The viceroy, who bore as great a love to 
our money as he did hatred to our belief, would 
have feized our bales, and, as a punifhment on the 
captain of our Ship, confifcated his merchandizes, 
and ordered him forthwith to be gone, and take 
us along with him i and if the captain had been 
ruin’d on our account, we might reafonably look 
to be thrown over board by him. 

Our peril was certain, had we not prevented it 
by our care in writing, as we were in duty bound, 
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to father Intorcetta, an Italian rniftionary, and fa¬ 
ther general of our order in thofe parts. Father 
Fontaney had alfo given father Verified: notice of 
pur arrival, defiring him that he would inftruét us 
what we had to do. The father had all the rea- 
fon in the world to leave us to ourfelves, tor, by 
taking us under his protection, he expofed himfelf 
to the anger of the viceroy of Goa, and the go¬ 
vernor of Macao, from whom he had received 
letters which were neither conformable to the king 
of Portugal’s intentions, nor to chriftjan charity. 
But who could have expected that a man, ever 
ready to facrifice his life for the infidels falvation, 

<ir J 

fhould have looked unconcernedly on, while his 
brethren, who were come from the remoteft parts 
of the earth to aftift him in his talk, miferably 
pérfthed P When he received our letters the em¬ 
peror was in Tartary, fo that he was forced to 
write to a friend at court, that he would inform 
his majefty of our arrival, and caufed his letter, 
by a wilful miftake, to be put into a pacquet which 
he knew would be delivered into the emperor’s 
own hands. It happened as he defired, the empe¬ 
ror opened it and read it, fo that being well in¬ 
formed of all the truth, when the tribunal’s or¬ 
der was delivered to him, he anfwered, that he 
would confider it when he returned to Pekin 
which he did after he had hunted a fortnight. 
That court was furprifed at the delay, it being 
cuftomary for the prince, in three days time, ei¬ 
ther to fign or cancel thefe kind of writs. Father 
Verbieft wTas no lefs impatient to know the fate of 
his letter and the emperor’s refolutions ; and as 
for us, we endeavoured by our prayers to obtain 
his favour, who rules the hearts of kings. ' 

Father Intorcetta, our fuperior, who beft knew 
our ill drcumftances, did, by publick prayers in his 

church 



7%e Voyage from Siam to Pekin. 23 

church, at Hamcheu, beg God to deliver us out of 
them -, and firmly believing, that the cry of inno¬ 
cent babes is very prevalent with the divine Maje- 
fty, gathered all the chriftians children from fix to 
ten, together into the church, where lying pro- 
Ifrate on the ground, they unanimoufly lilted up 
their innocent hands to heaven, faying, * Pour out 
thine indignation, O Lord, upon the heathen that 
have not known thee, and upon the kingdoms that 
have 7iot called upon thy name ; hut defend thofe 
who worjhip thee, and deliver not unto their enemies 
thy fervants, who co'me hither from the extremities 
of the world, to confefs thy holy name, and to fhew 
forth thy praife. Thefe prayers were accompanied 
with the tears of the whole congregation, efpeci- 
ally with thofe of father Intorcetta, who having 
been fo happy as to fuffer chains, prifons and ba- 
nifhment for his Saviour’s fake, wTas moft fit to 
obtain the bleffing we begged for. 

The emperor was no fooner returned to Pekin, 
but father Verbieft informed him that we were his 
brethren, who, by our {kill in the mathematicks, 
might be ufeful to his majelfy. To which he an- 
iwered, If it was fo, he faw no caufe why he foould 
expel us cut of his dcmmions. He fummoned his 
privy council, to which the princes of the blood 
are admitted, and with their advice and confient 
decreed we fhould all be honourably fient for to 
court. An order to that effedt was fient to the 
Lipou (the fame tribunal which had prefiented 
the writ againft us) and by them tranfmitted to 
the viceroy of Hamcheu : fo that by an efipecial 
providence, he, who had endeavoured to turn us 
fhamefully out of China, was himfelf obliged to 
introduce us, and that with more advantage,than, 

C 4 had 

* F.ffunde iram tuam in Gentes quæ te non noveruntjPf-58. 
Nc tradas beiliis animas confttemes tibi, Pfal. 73. 



24 27?* Voyage from Siam to Pekin. 

had he been our friend, he could have procured 
us. His vexation was the greater, becaufe, with¬ 
out doing us any harm, he had run the rifque of 
incurring the emperor’s difpleafure by his falfe in¬ 
formations. It was indeed no little mortification 
to him -, and it was a fortnight before he would 
acquaint us with our good fortune. 

In the mean while the flay we made at Nimpo 
gave us an opportunity of improving our acquain¬ 
tance v/ith the Mandarines. Some fent us prefents, 
others invited us to their houles, and all in general 
were very kind to usAVe endeavoured to make ufe 
of this opportunity for their converfion from idola¬ 
try, but it is hard for fouls wholly buried in flefh 
and blood, to favour the things which are of God. 
However, the governor of the city made one flep 
towards it,which gave us great hopes -, it was this : 

They had for five months time been affliét- 
cd with a continual drought, fo that their rivers, 
and the channels they cut out into their land to 
water it, wrere now quite dry, and a famine much 
apprehended. The priefts had offered number- 
lefs iacrifices, and the Mandarines left nothing un¬ 
done which they thought might appeafe the an¬ 
ger of the gods. They had often afked us what 
methods we ufed in Europe in fuch cafes ; and 
being anfwered, that by humiliation, penitence, 
and the fervency of our prayers we moved Heaven 
to compafiion, they hoped by the like means to 
procure their idols pity; but alas! they call’d upon 
gods that have ears and cannot hear : at laft the 
governor was tired with his frequent difappoint- 
ments, and refolved to worfhip the only God, 
whom all nature obeys. Having underftood that 
in our houfe we had a pretty handfome chappel, 
in which we every day celebrated the facred my- 
fteries of pur religion, he fent to us to know if we 

would 
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would permit him to come in ftate, and join his 
prayers with ours. We anfwered, we defired no¬ 
thing more than that he fhould worfhip as we did, 
and that all the city would follow his example *, 
and allured him moreover, that, if he begged with 
faith and fincerity, he fhould undoubtedly obtain. 
We prefently went to work to put our chappel 
in order, and make all things ready to lolemnize 
his coming, when to our great furprize his fecre- 
tary came to tell us, that his lord would be with 
us the next day very early, being neceflitated to 
meet at eight the fame morning at a neighouring 
hill, where with fome Mandarines he was to offer 
a facrifice to a dragon. In anfwer to this unex¬ 
pected meffage, we ordered our interpreter to wait 
on him, and make him fenflble, that the chriftians 
God was a jealous God, who would not allow of 
his paying to any others the honours due to him- 
felf alone ; that his gods were ftatues or creatures 
that had no power to help themfelves nor him ; 
and that we humbly craved him to defpife thofe 
idle fancies, fit only to amufe the credulous fenfe- 
lefs vulgar, but far beneath a man of his fenfe and 
merit ; and to trufi: in the only God of heaven, 
whom his reafon alone muft convince him to be 
the true one. I really believe he was almoft per- 
fuaded,but he had engaged himfelf to the Manda¬ 
rines, and for fome worldly refpeél durft not break 
his promife ; fo he worfhipped his idols, whom, 
doubtlefs, he had no faith in, and withdrew from 
the only true God, of whofe being he was in¬ 
wardly convinced. 

Then, my lord, moved with indignation at 
their blindnefs and the devil’s tyranny, fome of us 
thought of imitating what St. Francis Xavier had 
done on fome like occafion, by ere&ing a crofs in 

the city under thefe conditions : Firft,that we would 
prevail 
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prevail with Heaven to grant the rain they flood in 
iuch want of : and fecondly, that if we did, they 
fhould pull down their idols, and own that God 
who fhould have been fo favourable, as to grant 
them their requeft. Our minds were different, as 
was our zeal : fome fall of lively faith, which the 
miraculous and continual lupport of providence, 
thro’ the feveral perils we had encounter’d, had 
infpired them with, could not queftion the fuccefs 
of fo bold, but holy an undertaking : others not 
fo zealous, but perfuaded that prudence ought to 
be our guide, where the infpiration is not evident, 
were of opinion nothing fhould be hazarded 
which failing might expofe our religion. So we 
were content to mourn within ourfelves, and beg 
of God not only that he would give them rain, 
but that celeftial fire alfo, which our Saviour hath 
brought into the world, and defires all nations 
may be inflamed with. 

While we were thus bulled in promoting the 
interefl of our religion, the viceroy was no lefs in 
thinking how to execute the orders he had received 
from court. He left our journey, as far as Ham- 
cheu, to the governor’s care, wTho provided boats 
for us, and commanded an inferior Mandarine to 
attend us, that we might lack for nothing. We 
performed it in five days time, without meeting 
with any of thofe accidents which Grangers there 
are fubjeél to when they are thought to carry 
things of value with them. The ch riff ans at 
Ham cheu were laviih in the expreilions of their 
affediion to us. They came in crowds to the river, 
whence we were carried as in triumph to their 
church, with more kindnefs perhaps than pru¬ 
dence. For they had, unknown to father In tor- 
cetta, provided for each of us an elbow-chair, 
borne by four men, and attended by as many, 

into 
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into which we were forced to buffer ourlelves to 
he fet, not knowing what they meant, for our 
little fkill in their language did not permit us to 
learn it from themfelves. Having locked us in, 
we were forced, to make our entry as they would 
have it, which was in this manner : A miffick of 
ten or twelve hands with fome trumpets led the 
van ; next came fome horfe and foot, the former 
bearing feveral ftandards and dags, and the latter 
armed with lances and pikes ; and next to thefe 
four officers who fupported a large board varnifhed 
with red, on which thefe w'ords were written in 
large golden characters, Debtors of the heavenly 
law, fent for to court. We came in the rear, fur- 
rounded by a throng of chriftians and Gentiles, 
whom the novelty of the (how had drawn thither. 
In this uneafy pomp we wrent thro’ the whole 
city, being a long league in length, vexed that 
we had not forefeen their indiferetion, and refol- 
ved to reprimand them for it. Father Intorcetta 
waited for us at the church-door, whence he car¬ 
ried us to the altar. There having nine times 
bowed ourfelves to the ground, and returned 
thanks to the good God, who thro’ fo many ha¬ 
zards had, in fpite of our enemies, brought us 
to the promifed land, we returned to the chief of 
the chriftians. We defred the father to acquaint 
them, that we were not unthankful for their love, 
nor ill fatisfied with their zeal for God’s glory, 
but that the fplendid manner, in which they had 
received us, was no ways conformable to a chri- 
ftian’s humility -, * That the heathen might, indeed, 
celebrate their triumphs with filch earthly pomps 
and mundane vanities, but that a chriftian's glory¬ 
ing was in the name of the Lord. They returned 
no anfwer, but all on their knees implored our 

bleffing. 

* Hi in curris & in cquis, nos autem in nomine Domini. 
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blefiing. Their fervency accompanied with a 
meek and devout look, in which the Chinefe do, 
when they will, exceed all other nations, wholly 
difarmed our wrath ; we wept for joy and com¬ 
panion *, and I proteft, my lord, that one mo¬ 
ment made us a large amends for all the troubles 
we had undergone. 

But how great was our blifs when we were at 
liberty to receive the careifes of father Intorcetta, 
whom God had made ufe of to procure our admit¬ 
tance into that empire. We already bore him a ve¬ 
neration due to the glorious name of confeffor, 
which his imprifonment and fufferings at Pekin had 
intituled him to ^ but his goodnefs, meeknefs, and 
charity entirely won our hearts and made us refpect 
him, as the true pattern of a perfect miffionary. 
The charaéler we bore of perfons fent for to court, 
a charaéler no lefs than that of envoy, obliged us 
to vifit and be vifited by the chief Mandarines. 
The viceroy our enemy was afhamed to fee us ; 
he fent us word, that thro’ the multitude of bufi- 
nefs he had then on his hands, he could not find 
leifure to wait upon us : but the general of the 
Tartars received us with all civility, and, among 
other demon ft rations of his kindnefs, made us a 
very confiderable prelent. 

However, when we were going, the viceroy, 
wTho was afraid left he fhould be informed againft, 
lent tome chairs to carry us to the imperial barge 
provided for us ; he ordered tome trumpets and 
hautboys to attend us, preiented us with ten pi- 
ftoles, and gave us an efpecial order from court in¬ 
tituled a Cam-ho, in purfuance to which all places 
we palled thro* were to find us boats well manned., 
while we went by water, or fixty two or more por¬ 
ters in cafe the foreft obliged us to go by land, and 
each city to give us, about half a piftole, the fame 

being 
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being allowed to the chief Mandarines,who are re¬ 
puted to have their charges borne by the emperor, 
tho* this will not amount to the tenth part of their 
expence. Befides, he ordered a Mandarine to ac¬ 
company us, and fee all due refped: paid us. We 
would gladly have avoided it, but were forced to 
go thro5 what we undefignedly had engaged in. 

The barge we were on board was a fécond rate, 
containing in breadth fixteen feet, and in length 
feventy, and proportionable in height. Befides 
the cook-room, the mailer and his family’s apart¬ 
ment (for they have no other dwelling) that of his 
crew, and another for our men, there was a pretty 
large parlour where he dined, and three rooms in 
which fix perfons might eafily lie, all which were 
varnifhed, gilt, and painted. The way of our tra¬ 
velling was this : As foon as anchor was weighed, 
the trumpets and hautboys founded a march, then 
they took their leave with a kind of cheil wherein 
were three iron barrels, which made a greater re¬ 
port than fo many mulkets; they were difcharged 
one after another, and between each the mufick 
founded, and io continued playing for fome time. 
Whenever we met a Mandarine’s barge, or fome 
town in our way, this was repeated -, as alfo when 
night or a contrary wind obliged us to come to 
an anchor. This to a Mandarine had not only been 
a great honour, but a very entertaining confort : as 
for us, we thought it a very inharmonious one, 
whofe tedioufnefs made us pay dear for our honour. 

We had belides a watch every night to guard 
us, the manner of which was this : About eight 
at night, ten or twelve inhabitants of the town, 
neareil to the place we anchored in, appeared in a 
row on the fhore -, then the mailer came upon the 
deck, and thence made them a fair fpeech, con¬ 
cerning the obligations they lay under of preferving 
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all that belonged to the emperor, and watching for 
the Mandarines fafety, who themfelves did fo for 
that of the {late. Then he defended into particu¬ 
lars of all the accidents they were liable to, fire, 
thieves, and ftorms, exhorting them to be vigilant, 
and telling them they were refponfible for all the 
mifchief which might happen. They anfwered 
each paragraph with a fhout, and then retired to 
their watch-houfe ; only one centry was left there, 
who continually ft ruck two fticks one againft an¬ 
other, and was hourly relieved by others, who made 
the fame noife, that we might know they did not 
fall afteep, which we would gladly have permitted 
them to do, on condition we might have done fo 
ourfelves. But this is the cuftom when any Man¬ 
darine travels by water. 

How uneafy foever all thefe ceremonies might 
be, I muft confefs that I never met with any way 
of travelling lefs tirefome than this -, for after thir¬ 
teen days voyage we arrived at Yamcheu, on Ja¬ 
nuary the third, as frefh as if we had not ftirred out 
of our houfe. There we found father Aleonifa, a 
Francifcan, fubvicar to the bifhop of Bafilea, and 
father Galiani, a jefuit, who were come thus far to 
meet us ; the one from the bifhop to proffer us that 
prelate’s aftiftance, and the other by his credit and 
experience, to make the reft of our journey as eafy 
as he could. Both knew we had letters of com¬ 
mendation from the king, and were willing to fhew 
us all the refpedt due to thofe who are under his 
majefty’s protection. This was not the only ci¬ 
vility we received from them, for they have fince 
obliged us fo highly, that we never can enough 
exprefs our gratitude. 

Here the froft forced us to leave the great ca- 
nal, and we had horfes found us for our men, and 
porters for our goods. As for ourfelves, the great 
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cold and fnow, which we were unaccuftomed to, 
made us choofe to go in litters, fome of our horfe- 
men riding about us that we might be the more 
fecure. We fhifted our porters at each city or big 
town ; and, which is very ftrange, we could get 
above a hundred, with as much fpeed and eafe, as 
in France we might five or fix. The cold increa- 
fed hourly, and became at laft fo violent, that we 
found the river Hoamho, one of the greateft in 
China, almoft frozen over -, a whole day was fpent 
in breaking the ice, and we pafied with no lmall 
trouble and danger. We left Nimpo on the 27th 
of November, 1687, and arrived at Pekin the 8th 
of February following -, but we refted fo often by 
the way, that indeed we had not fpent above a 
month and an half in our journey. 

Thefe honours paid us by fo potent a prince, 
and the good fuccefs of fo long and perillous a 
voyage, together with a profpedt of the benefit our 
religion might reap by it, would have occafioned 
in us a well-grounded joy, had not our thoughts 
been cruelly diverted from it. Scarce were we in 
fight of Pekin, but we received the moft affliéting 
newrs of father Verbieft’s death. It ft ruck us with 
an aftonifhment which leffened but to make our 
grief more fenfible. He it was who had procured 
our admittance into China -, who befides, in deliver¬ 
ing us from the viceroy of Hamcheu, had faved 
our lives, and, which we looked on as a greater 
kindnefs, was ready to afiift us with his credit, in 
the defigns we had to promote God’s glory and the 
in t ere ft of our holy faith. 

We were not the only lofers by his death, for 
I dare fay,every body miffed him -, to his care, zeal 
and prudence, was owing the reftauration of the 
Chriftian religion, which had been almoft mined by 
the late perfections ; he encouraged the old chrif- 

tians 
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tians conftancy, and fupported the weaknefs of 
the new, by taking them under his efpecial pro¬ 
tection ; his recommendation gained our miffiona- 
ries refpeét -, he had faved Macao, of which the 
Tartars had entertained fome jealoufies ; and the 
ftate itfelf, to which he had rendered confiderable 
fervices, was not a little beholding to him ; fo that 
the Europeans, the Chinefe, and the emperor him- 
felf did equally look on him as their father. This 
great man, fo much refpected in the Eaft,deferved, 
my lord, that you fhould take notice of him ; and 
in purfuance to my defign, which was in this letter 
to give you an account of our journey from Siam 
to the chief town of China, I could not end with a 
fubjed that might better challenge your attention. 
I am with all refpedl, 

My Lord, 
Tour Honour's moft humble, 

and obedient Servant, 

L. J. 

LETTER II. 

To her Highnefs the But chefs of Nemours. 

The Manner of our Reception by the Emperor, and 
what we obferved at Pekin. 

Madam, NOne but a lady of a comprehendve genius, 
and an unlimited zeal, could, as you do, 

concern herfelf in what paflfes at fo great a diftance. 
The curioflties of Europe were too few for your 
vaft mind, which would be a Granger to nothing 
that might inform or edify it, and I may without 
flattery fay, that the Eaft has no fecrets you have 
not pried into, nor any rarities you are unacquaint¬ 
ed with. 

I have 
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1 have myfelf learned from your highnefs feveral 
things unknown to molt travellers, and, having been 
as far as the world reaches, muft confefs that vour 
knowledge has travelled farther yet than me. 

What then, madam, can I tell you of China more 
than you already have difcovered, unlefs it be fome 
particulars of my voyage, which, being the lateft 
any European has made thither, will at lead have the 
charms of novelty ? It being my duty to give a great 
ftatcfman an account of it, I make bold to fend your 
highnefs the letter I wrote to him fome days fmce ; 
and what I now add fhall at once be a continua¬ 
tion of it, and a token ol the refpeét I bear you, 
and the readinefs I fhall ever be in, to obey your 
highnefs’s commands. 

On our arrival at Pekin, we found the court in 
mourning for the emprefs dowager : the courts of 
juftice were fhut up, and the emperor gave no au¬ 
dience. But the 27 days being lpent, during 
which the laws oblige him to clofe mourning, he 
lent one of his officers to our houfe, to fee how we 
did, and to ask us queftions. The meffiage was 
very obliging, and, betides a thoufand other civilities, 
we were told the emperor would be as kind to us 
as he had been to the fathers at his court, fince we 
were all of the fame fociety. 

The gentleman told us, his imperial majefty 
would gladly know what the French court thought 
of his progrcfs into Tartary, and the defeat of Ou- 
fanguay (who was a Chinefe rebel that had given 
him no final 1 trouble.) He asked us in what perfecti¬ 
on learning was in Europe, whether any new inven¬ 
tion had lately been made, or ariy confiderable dif- 
covçry. Then he fpoke much of the honours the 
emperor defigned to pay to the memory of father 
Vtrbieft,for whom his majefty had a particular affec¬ 
tion. That name, madam, cannot be unknown to 

D you 
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you, and you are too much concerned in what relates 
to the Eaftern church, to be ignorant of her lofs in 
that illuftrious miftionary’s death. 

We all replied that we gratefully acknowledged 
the emperor’s bounty, but that among the ceremo¬ 
nies, with which the Chinefe iifed to exprefs their re- 
fpeél for their deceafed friends, there were feme 
which feemed to difagree with the fan élit y of our re¬ 
ligion. How! anfwered he. Do you oppofe the em¬ 
peror's will ? To this a father returned. My lord, our 
lives are the emperor's, he may take them away when 
he pleafes, but nothing in the world is able to make us 
alter the leaft tittle of our belief My orders, faid he, 
are not to difpute it with you, but to ask you for the peti¬ 
tion, which, according to cuftom, you are to prefent to 
him upon this occaftan. The emperor, by an unprece¬ 
dented goodnefs, would gladly per life and correct it him- 
felf, if it Jhould need any amendment : but he com¬ 
mands you to keep this favour fecret. 

All, that is prefented to the emperor, ought to be 
indited in terms fo nicely conformable to the laws 
and cuftoms of the country, in refpedt of his quality 
who fpeaks, and of the bud nefs he treats of, that 
the penning ol it is no little trouble, efpecially for a 
ftranger. An improper exprellion, a word, nay a 
letter mifplaced, is fufficient to undo a Mandarine, 
and feveral have loft their places for being guilty of 
the like faults, either through inadvertency or igno¬ 
rance. The emperor, well skill’d in all thefe forma¬ 
lities, queftioned our capacity in that refpeét, and 
would trull no bod y but him felf ; fo that by an in¬ 
credible goodnefs he took the pains to compofe it, 
that it might Hand the moft critical examination. 

Some days after, the fame gentleman came with 
feveral new queries. He enquired particularly into 
the motives of the late Dutch war, and into the fa¬ 
mous paffage of the Rhine, For in truth, faid he, 

what 
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'what has been told the emperor is not to be believed. 
Perhaps the river is neither fo broad, fo deep, nor fo 
rapid as is reported -, and perhaps the Dutch had fome 
private reafons not to oppofe your king’s conquefts with 
more vigour. 

Then, madam,- did we with for a more perfe<5t 
knowledge of his language, that we might reprefent 
to him the great foul, the good fortune, and the un- 
ihaken valour of Lewis the Great, to whofe foldiers 
nothing is impoffible while they tight in his view, 
and are animated by his example. The father, who 
was our interpreter, told him, however, as much as 
would perfuade him, that none but fuch a hero could 
frame and carry on the like enterprizes : He was 
aftonifhed at our recital of them, and rofe immediate¬ 
ly to go and report it to his prince. 

As he was going out he turned to us, faying. 
Gentlemen, all I have heard is indeed wonderful, but 
what my eyes behold feems no lefs furprijing : Who 
could think that thefe fathers who have dwelt here fo 
long, who are of a different nation, and never faw you 
before, fioould look gu you as their brethren ; that you 
fhould treat them like yours, and that you jhculd be as 
kind to each other, as if you had been acquainted all 
your lives. I really am extremely taken with this cha¬ 
rity, and can no longer doubt the truth of what you 
prqfefs. So open a confeffion might give us fome 
hopes, that He was not far from the kingdom of God : 
It is true he believed, but alas, of what ufe is that 
belief, when we have not the courage to a61 accord¬ 
ingly, but to inhance our guilt ? 

It we had come thither Incognito, the Mandarines 
would have had nothing to fay to us *, but it being 
m purfuance ot an order from the Lipou, which, as 
I have already hinted, is one of the mod: noted 
courts ot juftice in the empire, the viceroy of the 
province, we came from, remitted us into their hands, 

D 2 and 
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and we were, according to cuftom, to be delivered 
up by them to their fovereign. Wherefore as foon 
as the mourning ended, and they had leave to fit,we 
were fummoned before them, with orders to carry 
thither all our mathematical machines and inftru- 
ments, of which they already had an inventory. 

The emperor, who would not have us do any 
thing without his advice, was acquainted with it, 
and tent us word it "was not fitting we fhould fhew 
cur inftru merits, and that we might, if we thought 
ht, decline making a perfonal appearance. We went 
thither however, being feveral times invited in a 
moil obliging manner, and not judging it convenient 
by a blunt refufal to offend fo confiderable a body, 
which befides was our judge, and already but too 
great an enemy to our religion. 

Some Mandarines, deputed by their prefident for 
that purpofe, made us a very civil reception : They 

*' defired us to fit down, and prefented us with fome 
tea before they had drunk any themielves ; a refpeft 
they do not pay even to ambaffadors, as father 
Pereira, a Portuguefe, allured us, who had been 

■prelent at an audience theyr had lately given to thofe 
of Portugal. 

This vifit was indeed but for form’s fake, to the 
end they might inform the emperor of our being 
fafely arrived* to town, according to his majefty’s 
commands. So that, after lome compliments on 
each fide, we were defired to attend the next day at 
the palace, when they would difcharge us. 

We went thither accordingly at the appointed 
time, and having ftaid during fome hours in a large 
court, where the Mandarines ufually wait, who 
have any bufinefs there ; their prefident or chief 
juftice brought us the anfwer to an addrefs he had 
according to cuftom prefented on our account. This 
anfwer was written on a (mail varnifhed board, 

wrapped 
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wrapped up in a piece of yellow taffety : The con¬ 
tents were, That we might ufe our inftruments, and 
fettle in what part of the empire we pleafed, accord¬ 
ing to the firft orders from court, when we were fent 
for thither. And that in the mean while, the Lipou 
would deliver us up to the other fathers, who were to 
introduce us into the emperor's prefence, when his ma- 
jejly foould think fit. 

Yet that prince’s intentions were not that we fhould 
leave Pekin, but on the contrary, he would have kept 
us all there, and lodged us in his palace. He had ex- 
prefted himfelf fo clearly on that point, that we had 
need of all the intereft and dexterity of father Perei¬ 
ra, to divert the ftorm. That father, who was then 
fuperior of all the miflionaries, moved with compaf- 
fion that lo many vineyards were ruined for want of 
hufbandmen, judged we might be more ufeful in the 
country. He knew befides what an averfion we had 
to a courtier’s life, which he might eafily learn from 
our continual complaints againft it. 

Thefe and feveral other reafons induced him ro 
intreat the emperor that lie would not oppofe it, and 
his zeal infpired him with fuch effectual methods, 
that the good prince at laft confented : But, faid he, 
it fhall be on condition we divide thefpoil \ I'll take two 
at your choice, and you fhall difpofe of the other three \ 
what can you fay againft this, I quit you the better half? 

We had not yet had the honour to attend his im¬ 
perial majefty, for the formalities I laft mentioned were 
to precede our audience : But the Lipou had fcarce de¬ 
livered up their charge, when two eunuchs came to 
the college, to warn the fuperior, that he fhould at¬ 
tend with his brethren in a court of the palace which 
was appointed. We were inftruéted in the ceremo¬ 
nies ufual on fuch occafions, which was done with 
little trouble, being already half licked into a Chinefe 

form. 
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Firfi then, we were carried in chairs to the firfir. 
gate, whence we went on foot through eight courts 
of a prodigious length, built round with lodgings of 
different archite&ure, out all very ordinary, except 
thofe large fquare buildings over the arches through 
which we paffed from one court to another. Thofe 
indeed were {lately, being of an extraordinary thick- 
nefs, and proportionable in breadth and heighth, ancj. 
built with fair white marble, but which was worn 
rough thro’ age. Thro? one of thefe courts ran a 
fmall rivulet, over which were laid feveral little 
bridges of the fame marble, but of a whiter colour 
and better workmanfhip. 

It were hard, madam, to defceud into particulars, 
and give you a pleafing defcription of that palace, 
becaufe its beauty does not confift fo much in being 
compofed of feveral curious pieces of architecture, as 
in a prodigious quantity of buildings ; and an infinite 
number of adjoining courts and gardens which are 
all regularly difpofed, and in the whole make a pa¬ 
lace really great, and worthy of the monarch who 
inhabits it. 

The only thing which furprifed me, and feemed 
fingular in its kind, is the emperor’s throne. The 
belt defcription of it, which my memory will afford 
me, is this : In the midfi: of one of thofe great courts 
{lands a fquare bafis or folid building, of an extraor¬ 
dinary bignefs, whofe top is adorned with a baluf- 
trade, much after our fafhion *, this fupports another 
like unto it, but framed taper-wife, over which are 
placed three more, ftiil lofing in bulk as they gain 
in heighth. Upon the uppermofi: is built a large 
hall,whofe roof, being covered with gilt tiles, is borne 
by the four walls, and as many rows of varnifhed 
pillars, between which is feated the throne. 

Thefe vaftbafes, with their baluflrades made of 
white marble, and thus difpoled amphitheater-wife, 

when 
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when the fun (bines, dazzle the eyes of the beholder, 
with the ludreand fplendor of the gold and varnidi, 
and afford a mod beautiful profpeCt, efpecially f nee 
they are placed in the midd of a fpacious court, and 
furrounded by four (lately rows of building : fo that 
were its beauty inhanced by the ornaments of our 
modern architecture, and by that noble Simplicity 
which is fo much valued in our buildings, it would 
doubtlefs be as magnificent a throne as ever was 
raifed by art. 

After a quarter of an hour’s walk, we at length 
came to the emperor’s apartment. 7'he entrance 
was not very fplendid, but the anti-chamber was a- 
dorned with feuiptures, gildings, and marble, whofe 
neatnefs and workmanfhip were more valuable than 
the richnefs of the duff. As for the prefence-cham¬ 
ber, the fécond mourning not being over, it was dill 
difrobed of all its ornaments, and could boad of 
none but the fovereign’s perfon, who fat after the 
Tartar’s cudom, on a table or Sopha, raifed three 
feet from the ground, and covered with a plain 
white carpet, which took up the whole breadth of 
the room. There lay by him fome books, ink, and 
pencils -, he was cloathed with a black fattin ved, 
furred with fable ; and a row of young eunuchs 
plainly habited, and unarmed, dood on each hand 
dole legged, and with their arms extended down¬ 
wards along their (ides ; which is looked upon there 
as the mod refpeClful podure. * 

In that date, the mod moded that even a private 
man could have appeared in, did he chufe to be feen 
by us, defiring we fhould obferve his dutifulnefs to 
the emprefs his departed mother, and the grief he 
conceived at her death, rather than the date and 
grandeur he is ufually attended with. 

Being come to the door, we hadened with no little 
fpeed (for luch is the cudom) till we came to the end 
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of the chamber oppofite to the emperor. Then all 
abreaft we flood fome time, in the fame pofture the 
eunuchs were in. 

Next wTe fell on our knees, and having joined our 
hands, and lifted them up to our heads, fo that our 
arms and elbows w^ere at the fame height, we bowed 
thrice to the ground, and then flood again as before : 
The fame probation was repeated a fécond time, and 
again a third, when wTe were ordered to come for» 
ward, and kneel before his majefty. 

The gracious prince, whofe condefcention I can¬ 
not enough admire, having enquired of us of the 
grandeur and prefent flate of France, the length and 
dangers of our voyage, and the manner of our treat¬ 
ment by the Mandarines : Welly faid he, fee if I can 
add any new favour to thofe 1 have already conferred 
upon you. Is there any thing you would defire of me ? 
you may freely ask it. We returned him humble 
thanks, and begged he would permit us, as a token 
of our fincere gratitude, to lift up each day of our lives 
our hands to heaven, to procure to his royal perfon, 
and to his empire, the blefting of the true God, who 
alone can make princes really happy. 

He feemed well fatisfied with our anfwer, and per¬ 
mitted us to withdraw, which is performed, without 
any ceremony. The great refpeht and dread, which 
the prefence of the moil potent monarch in Aha in- 
fpired us with, did not yet awe us fo far, but that we 
took a full view of his perfon. Indeed, left our too 
great freedom herein fhould prove a crime (Tor in 
what concerns the emperor of China, the leaft miftake 
is fuch) we had firft obtained his leave. 

He was fomething above the middle ftature, more 
corpulent that what in Europe we reckon hand fome ; 
yet fomewhat more {lender than a Chinefe would wifti 
to be : full vifaged, disfigured with the fmall pox, 
had a broad forehead, littjp eyes, and a fmall nofe 

after 
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after the Chinefe fafhion *, his mouth was Well made, 
and the lower part of his face very agreeable. Ia 
fine, tho’ he bears no great majefty in his looks yet 
they fhew abundance of good nature, yet his ways 
and actions have fomething of the prince in them, and 
fhew him to be fuch. 

From his apartment we went into another, where 
a Mandarine treated us with tea, and prefented us, as 
from the emperor, with about a hundred piftoles. 
The gift feemed but mean, confidering whom it came 
from, but was very confiderable in refpedt to the cuf- 
tom of China, where it is the maxim of all great per- 
fons to take as much, and give as little as they can. 
On the other hand he loaded us with honours, and 
ordered one of his officers to wait on us to our houfe. 

I confefs, madam, that a man mull be wholly in- 
fenfible to all the concerns of this world, not to be 
moved with a fecret complacency, at the having 
fuch refpedl paid him by one of the mightieft princes 
in the world. But one muft not judge of us on 
that account, by what is ulual with the men of this 
world, on the like occafions. 

The trued: caufe of the pleafure, we receive from 
the favour of princes, is lelf-intereft. It is well 
known, that their careffies are ever beneficial ^ and a 
courtier would never be fo overjoyful at a kind 
look or expreffion from his king, if he did not expert 
fome more folid bounties would follow : But as for 
us, whom our vows and millions forbid to have fuch 
hopes, we look unconcernedly on all this world -, fo 
that that part of it can never move or concern us. 

It is true, God is fometimes well pleafed to fee 
religion reipedted in the perfons of his minilters : He 
often ufes thole methods to ftrengthen the faith of 
of new converts, who need fuch natural fupports to 
fortify them againft trials and temptations *, nay, it 
breeds even in the Gentiles a difpofition to embrace 
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chriftianity. Thefe thoughts made us take more 
delight in thofe tokens of the emperor’s favour ; or, 
to fpeak more properly, made us find them lefs dis¬ 

agreeable. 
Your highnefs is, perhaps, aftonifhed to fee the 

fovereign of an idolatrous nation fo openly counte¬ 
nance our religion, and would gladly know what 
motives had induced him to it. His kindnefs for 
fuch ftrangers as we proceeds, doubtlels, from the 
great efteem he has long fince had for the miffionaries 
at Pekin. Befidcs the commendation of their learn¬ 
ing, he has always found them fincere, honeft, very 
zealous and affectionate to him, ever ready to obey 
his will, where their faith did not forbid them, harm- 
lefs to a degree, he never could give over admiring, 
and ever dehrous to proclaim the true God. 

He is above all fo well perfuaded, that this is the 
foie end of all their enterprizes, that he takes a fecret 
delight in contributing to the propagation of the faith, 
thinking he can no other way better recompenfe thefe 
fathers earneftnefs in his fervice. 

And fo father Verbieft, on his death-bed, wrote a 
letter to him, in part of which he thus expreded 
himfelf : Dread Sir, I die contented, in that I have 
/pent almoft all my life in your majeftfs fervice ; hut I 
beg your majefty will be pleafed to remember when I 
am dead\ that my only aim, in what I did, was, to 
gain, in the great eft monarch of the Eaft, a protestor 
to the moft holy religion of the world. 

Perhaps, madam, you may have feen certain li¬ 
bels (for 1 know not what to call them elfe) which 
reprefent our fociety as a fort of men poffeffed with 
avarice and ambition, who undertake thefe long and 
painful travels, only to enrich themfelves by a facri- 
legious and fcandalous traffick. Your highnefs may 
expedfc that calumny (the infeparable companion of 
a fpirit of fedition and herefv) not fatified with 
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perfecuting our religion in Europe, fhould come even 
to the utmoft parts of the world, to dander thofe 
who endeavour to fettle it there, as pure as we re¬ 
ceived it from our forefathers ; and you will not 
be forry to hear, how that very idolatry, whrch we 
deftroy, cannot forbear witnefTmg our good inten¬ 
tions, and that, if China faw what pictures are drawn 
here of her raifflonaries, fhe would hardly know 
them. But it is not before your highnefs they need 
an advocate. 

Among the feveral things which happened then 
at Pekin, nothing was more forrowful and at once 
more honourable to us, than the funeral of father 
Verbieft, which his imperial majefty had ordered to 
be put off till the laft devoirs had been paid the em- 
prefs dowager. Father Thomas, a jefuit, has de¬ 
scribed this ceremony at large. I dare hope an ex¬ 
tract of what he has wrote will not be unwelcome to 
you, both becaufe it will give you fome infight into 
their cuftoms on the like occafions, and that you will 
thereby grow better acquainted with a man whom 
his merit has made known to all the world. Be 
pleafed then to accept of it as follows. 

It feemed good to divine wifdom, to take to 
himfelf from this mortal life father Ferdinando Ver- 
bieft, a Fleming, and to bellow on him the recom- 
pence of faints. Our mifiionaries affliction cannot 
eafily be exprefied, but much harder would it be to 
reckon by how many exemplary virtues, and con¬ 
siderable fervices, he has merited their ellecm and 
gratitude. 

Befides feveral other good qualities, the greatnefs 
of his foul is particularly to be admired, which has 
never failed him in the mod cruel perfections, fo 
that he was ever triumphant over the enemies of 
the faith. The Survey of the mathematicks was at 
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firft proffered him, which dignity he accepted of] 
ip hopes it would enable him to fet on foot our mif- 
flons, which were then wholly laid afide. 

He obtained a toleration for evangelical pallors, 
who, after a long banifhment, had their churches re- 
ftored them. He ftifled fome perfecutions in their 
birth, and others he prevented, which threatened 
the tender flocks. The Mandarines no fooner 
knew him, but they had a refpeét for him ; and the 
emperor entertained fo good an opinion of his capa¬ 
city, that he kept him above a quarter of a year 
near his perfon, and during that time fpent three or 
four hours every day with him in private, difcour- 
fing of feveral fciences, efpecially mathematicks. 

In thefe converfations our zealous miffionary en¬ 
deavoured to bring him into a liking of our religi¬ 
on : he would explain to him its mo ft ftupendious 
myfteries, and made him obferve its holinefs, its 
truth and neceffity ; infomuch, that the emperor, 
ftruck with his powerful arguments, often owned, 
that he believed a God : his majefty affiircd him of it, 
by a writing under his own hand, wherein he faid, 
among other things, 'That all the religions of his em~- 
pire feemed to him vain and fuperjlitious, that the idols 
were nothing,and that he forefaw chriftianity would one 
day be built on their ruins. A Chinefe doctor having 
in one of his books taken the liberty to place the 
chriftian religion among the feveral herefies China was 
infeCted with *, the emperor, upon the father’s com¬ 
plaint, ft ruck out thofe lines himfelf, telling him the 
whole empire fhould know what he had done. 

Father VerbieJl*s intereft was fuch, that at his 
inftigation the old inftruments which ftood on the 
platform of the obfervatory were pulled down, to 
make room for new ones of his contriving. He 
gave directions for the calling of brafs guns,which 
fayed the liâtes from ruin. He applied himfelf to 
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feveral other works, to ferve the publick, or fatisfy 
the emperor’s curioftty *, and one may fay, that on 
this laft account he has fearched into the moft rare 
and ingenious inventions, that arts and fciences have 
ever offered us. 

The whole court looked upon him as the wifeft 
man of his age, but above all was charmed with his 
modefty. It it true, no man ever was more mild 
and tradable than he -, humbling himfelf before 
every one, while every one drove to exalt him : 
infenfible to all the things in this world, except where 
religion was concerned -, for then he was no more 
the fame man, and, as tho’ he had been animated by 
a new fpirit, his looks, his words, his actions, all 
were great, and becoming a chriftian hero. The 
very emperor dreaded him at fuch times, and was 
not eaftly perfuaded to admit him into his prefence : 
He will fly out, would he fay, into flome indecency, 
which I muft bt forced, tho’ unwillingly, to reflent. 

This holy boldnefs proceeded from a lively faith, 
and a great confidence in God. He defpaired of no¬ 
thing, tho’ humanly impoftible -, and would often 
fay. We muft never forget two of the chief maxims of 
chriftian 'morality : Firft, that, let our projects be ne¬ 
ver jo well laid, they will certainly fall, if God leaves 
us to our own wifdom. Secondly, That it were in vain 
the whole univerfe ft)ouid arm itfelf to deftroy the work 
of God -, nothing is powerful againft the Almighty, and 
every thing profpers that Heaven approves of. So he 
never entered on any enterprize without imploring 
its help, tho’ however he left no means untried that 
reafon and chriftian prudence offered him. 

Thus did his zeal each day increafe in ftrength 
and purity : the eftablifhment of our faith wholly 
employed his thoughts, and whatever occupation 
elfe, he was put upon, proved a torment to him. 
He avoided all idle vifits and conventions, and 
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could not endure to fee people ftudy only for curio- 
hties fake : he never fo much as read the news that 
came from Europe, which at fuch a distance we are 
ufually fo greedy of ; only he would hear the chief 
heads, provided you would fpeak them in a few 
words. He would fpend whole days and nights in 
writing letters of confolation, inftruftion or recom¬ 
mendation for the miffionaries ; in composing divers 
works for the emperor or chief lords at his court; 
and in compiling the kalendar, calculating, with an 
indefatigable induftry, the motion of the ftars for 
every year. 

This, and the care of all the churches, fo impaired 
his ftrength, that, in fpite of the ftrength of his 
conftitution, he fell at laft into a kind of confump- 
tion, which yet did not hinder his framing great de- 
figns for the advancement of his religion. He had 
taken fuch exadt meafures for the fettling of it in the 
moft remote parts of China, in the eaftern Tartary, 
and even in the kingdom of Kovia ; that nothing 
but his death could have prevented the execution of 
fo well contriv’d a project. 

Nor is his character, as a private perfon, lefs illu- 
ftrious. For at his firft admittance into our order he 
was a true monk, ftridfc in the performance of its 
rules, very obfervant to his fuperiors, and loving 
ftudy and retirement above all things *, which he per- 
fifted in, even among the multitude of bufinefs, in 
the midfl: of which he would be as fed ate as a her¬ 
mit in his cell. 

His confcience was nice to extremity, fo that no 
man could take more care than he did to be always 
ready to make his appearance before him who can 
efpy faults even in faints and angels. To preferve 
his innocence, he never went out without a fevere 
cilice or an iron chain, and ufed to fay, it was a 
ihame for a jefuit to be clothed in filks, and in the 
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livery of the world, and not to wear the livery of 
Chrid. 

H is foul was naturally great, and, when others 
neceffities wanted a fupply, his charity was bound- 
lefs. But he was hard-hearted to himfelf, courting 
poverty even in plenty, to that degree, that the em¬ 
peror, who took great notice of him, often fent 
him duff with exprefs orders to wear it, and be 
ntore fumptuous in his apparel. His bed, table, and 
furniture were indeed too mean for a Mandarine ; 
but he ever preferred his dation in the church before 
that in the date. He has often proteded, he would 
never have accepted of that office, had he not hoped, 
by feeming to the Gentiles the head of the chridians, 
to have thereby borne all their envy, and been the 
mod expofed to their malice, and the fird facriticed 
in cafe of perfecution. 

This hope made him be fatisfied with his condi¬ 
tion, and his writings expreffied fuch an ardent 
defre of dying for Jefus Chrid, that nothing but 
martyrdom was wanting to his being a martyr ; yet 
he might in fome meafure be reckon’d fuch, fince 
he begged it of God with that groaning of fpirit, 
which is a continual differing to thofe that cannot 
obtain it : Reckon me, O Lord, did he often cry out, 
among thofe who have defined, hut never could fied 
their blood for thee. I have, indeed, neither their 
innocency, their virtue, nor their courage, hut thou 
mafft apply their merits to me, and (which will make 
me much more agreeable in thy fight) thou canft cloath 
me with thine own. Under that veil of thine infinite 
mercy, I dare offer my life as a facrifice to thee. I 
have been fo happy as to con feds thy holy name among 
the people, at court, before the tribunals under the 
weight of irons, and in the darknefs of prfions, but 
what will this confeffwi avail me, unlefs ftgned with 
my blood ? 

Full 
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Full of thefe exalted thoughts, and already ripe 
for heaven, by the practice of every chriftian vir¬ 
tue, he was feiz’d with a ficknefs of which he died. 
It began with a faintnefs and an univerfal decay of 
nature, which grew into a confumption. The em¬ 
peror’s phyftcians kept him up fome time with the 
help of phyftck, efpecially cordials, in which the 
Chinefe have a wonderful fuccefs ; but, his fever in¬ 
creasing, art at length was forced to yield to nature. 
He received the facraments with a zeal that inflamed 
all that were prefent *, and, when he yielded up the 
ghoft, they were equally ftruck with devotion and 
forrow. 

The emperor, who, the day before had loft the 
emprefs his mother, felt a double grief when he 
heard the news. He ordered the burial to be put 
off till the court went out of deep mourning ; and 
then he fent two lords of the higheft quality to pay 
him on his behalf the lame devoirs which private 
men ufually pay to their dead. They kneeled be¬ 
fore the coffin, which was expofed in a hall, bowed 
feveral times, remaining a long while with their faces 
to the ground, and wept and groaned heavily, for 
that is the cuftom. Then after thofe, and feveral 
other expreffions of their forrow, they read aloud 
his encomium, which the emperor himfelf had com- 
pofed, and which was to be fet up near the corpfe. 
It runs thus : 

We ferioujly confider within ourfelves, that father 
Ferdinando Verhieft has, of his own good will, left 
Europe to come into our dominions, and has fpent the 
greateft part of his life in our fervice ; we muft fay 
this for him, Float during all the time that he took care 
of the mathematicks, his prédirions never failed, hut 
always agreed with the motions of the heavens. Be- 
fides, far from neglecting our orders, he has ever ap¬ 
proved himfelf exaCty diligent, faithful, unalterablef 
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and confiant in his labour, //// finijhcd his 
work. As foon as we heard of his ficknefs, we fent 
him our phyfician, when we knew that a dead 
fieep had taken him away from us, our heart was 
wounded with a lively grief. VAe gave two hundred 
golden crowns, and feme pieces of fill:, as a contribution 
to the charges of his funeral : and it is our pie afire, 
that this declaration bear witnefs of the fincere affec¬ 
tion we bore him. 

The prime Mandarines and feveral lords at court 
followed their fovereign's example. Some wrote 
fpeeches in his praife on large pieces of fattin, which 
were hung up in the hall where the body lay in 
ltate *, others fent in prefen ts, and all mourned 
for .his lofs. At length the day for his funeral be¬ 
ing agreed upon, which was the 11th of March 
1688, every body was willing to contribute fome- 
thing towards the ccremcmy. 

The emperor in the morning fent his father-in - 
I law, who is alfo his uncle, with one of the chief 

lords of his court, attended by a gentleman of the 
I bed-chamber, and five officers of his houfhold, to 
I reprefen t his perfon -, who all began by falling down 

before the corpfe, and wept a pretty while *, during 
I which, all things were difpofed for the proceffion. 
I The college is fituated near the fouth gate, 
I whence you go to the north gate, by a fixeet built 

in a fixait line, about a hundred foot broad, and a 
league long, which toward the middle is eroded by 
another exactly like it, one end of which leads to 
the weftern gate, being within fix hundred paces of 

>i our burying-place, which the emperor Vanli for¬ 
merly beftowed on father Ricci, but was taken away 

.1 during the late perfecution, and not reftored till now 
j by a fpecial favour from the prefent emperor. Thro* 
! thefe two ftreets the funeral pafied, in the following 
I order. 

E Firft, 
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Firft, came a trophy thirty foot high, varnifhed 
over with red, on which were written, in large gol¬ 
den characters, the name and titles of father Ver- 
bieft. This was, as it were, the fore-runner of the 
enfuing pomp, which began with a great crofs hung 
with flags, and carried between two rows of chri¬ 
ftians, all cloathed in white, holding in one hand a 

lighted taper, and in the other a handkerchief to 
wipe off their tears. The Gentiles are ufed on fuch 
folemnities to fhed feigned tears -, but the chriftians 
lofs made them fhed real ones. Next, fome diftance 
off, followed in the fame order the picture of the 
Virgin Mary in a frame, round which were pieces 
of jfilk neatly plated in feveral manners, inftead of 
carving -, and then St. Michael’s reprefentation was 
borne with the like ceremonies. And I may fay, 
that the chriftians who walked on either fide, de¬ 
voutly praying, infpired even the heathen with a 
veneration for thofe precious tokens of our faith. 

Immediately alter came the father’s encomium, 
of the emperor’s own compofing, written on a large 
piece of yellow fattin ; a crowd of chriftians fur- 
rounded it, and two rows of thofe, who had been 
invited, followed it m a relpeCtful manner. At 
length appeared, the corpfe, in a coffin made of or¬ 
dinary wood, but varnifhed and gilt after the man¬ 
ner of the country, carried by fixty bearers, and 
attended by the milTionaries,the deputies from court, 
and a throng of lords and Mandarines, who clofed 
up the proeeffion. It took up above a thoufand 
paces, the ftreets all the way were lined by an in¬ 
finite number of fpeClators, who with amazement 
beheld our chriftian rites triumphing, even in their 
capital cky, over pagan fuperftition. 

When we were come to the burying-place, the 
miffionaries in their furplices read the prayers of the 
church before the Mandarines. The body was be- 
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fprinkled with holy water, and perfumed with in- 
cenfe in the uiual manner ; then it was let down 
into a very deep fquare vault, enclofed with four 
good brick walls. It was like a chamber under 
ground, and in the fcripture phrafe became to him 
an everlafting habitation. Having pray’d near it fome 
time, we remain’d on our knees to hear what the 
emperor’s father-in-law had to fay to us ; which was 
this : Father Verbieft has been confiderably ferviceable 
to the emperor and the ft ate -, of which his imperial ma- 
jefty, being fenfible, has fient me with thefte lords to make 
a publish acknowledgment of it on his behalf\ that all 
the world may know the ftngular affection his majefty 
did ever bear him while he lived, and the great grief 
he has received by his death. 

We v/ere fo moved with the difmal ceremony, 
the chriftians continual lamentations, our own great 
lofs, and the emperor’s furprifing bounty, that we 
were not able to reply. Every one melted into 
tears -, but that prince, who expeéted another an- 
fwer from us, was obliged to prefs us for it, when 
at length, father Pereiva thus fpoke on our behalf : 
My lord, our anguifh was not fo much the caufe of our 

filence, as the emperor's unparallel'd goodnefs ; for 
what can we fay or think, when we conftder that jo 
great a monarch ufes us who are ft rangers, unknown, 
ufelefs, and perhaps troublefome to him, as if we had 
the honour to be in his fervice ? Were we his children 
he could not love us more ; he takes came of our health, 
of our reputation, of our life : he honours our very 
death not only with his elogies, his liberality, the pre¬ 
fence of the moft noble lords of his court, but (which 
never can enough be prized) by his grief. What re¬ 
turn, my lord, can we then make, not to fay to all his 
favours, but to that alone which your highnefs has 
been pleajed to deliver ? We will only humbly beg your 
grace would acquaint his majefty,that we weep that'cur 
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fioew the greatnefs of our forrow, 
remain filent, becaufe we can find no words fujfici- 

ent to exprefs our gratitude. 
The emperor was informed of what had palled, 

and fome days after the * chief court of rites pre¬ 
sented a petition, that his majefty would fuffer them 
to decree fome new honours to that illuftrious fa¬ 
ther’s memory. The emperor not only granted it, 
but willed them to confider, that a Stranger of fo 
extraordinary a merit was not to be look’d upon 
as an ordinary man. In the very firft meeting 
they ordered Seven hundred golden crowns fhould 
be laid out on a tomb for him, and the encomium, 
which the emperor had wrote, fhould be ingraved 
on a marble done, and that fome Mandarines fhould 
be once more deputed to pay him their lad: devoirs 
in behalf of the empire. Then they dignified him, 
that is, gave him a higher title than any he had en¬ 
joyed during his life. 

While the emperor was paying him honour on 
earth, the holy father, no doubt, prayed for him in 
heaven : for it is very obfervable, that that prince 
never was more inquifitive about religion, than at 
that time. He fent one of his gentlemen every mi¬ 
nute to the fathers, to enquire about the condition 
of fouls in the other world, about heaven, hell, 
purgatory, the exiflence of a God, his providence, 
and the means necefiary to falvation : fo that God 
feemed to move his heart after an extraordinary 
manner, and to affedt it with that anxiety which 
ufually precedes our conversion. But that happy 
moment was not yet come. However, who knows 
but father Verbieft’s prayers, and the care of Several 
zealous miflionaries who have Succeeded him, may 
haflen the execution of thofe defigns which provi¬ 

dence 
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dence Teems to have on that great prince ? 
moft refpeCtfully, Madam, 

Tour High nefs's moft humble, 
moft obedient fervant, 

53 
I am 
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LETTER III. 

To his Highncfs the Cardinal of Furstemberg. 

Of the Cities, Houfes, Chief Buildings of China. 

My Lord, 

AMONG the feveral empires into which the 
world has hitherto been divided, that of China 

has ever obtained To confiderable a place,that a prince 
cannot be wholly ignorant of what concerns it, 
without neglecting a point of knowledge necefiâry 
for thofe in his place and condition. 

This, my lord, was, no doubt, the motive that 
induced your highnefs to inquire To particularly into 
the (late of that country, and to defire an exaCt ac¬ 
count of the number and bignefs of its cities, the 
multitude of its inhabitants, the beauty of its pub- 

i lick buildings, and figure ol its palaces. 
By this it plainly appears, that the vaft genius, 

you have for bufinefs, does in no wife leflen the 
i acutenefs of your judgment in the fublimeft arts, 

and efpecially in architecture, of which, the moft 
■ excellent works railed by your directions at Modave, 
Saverne, Berni, St. Germans, and above all in the 
famous cathedral of Strasbourg, are To many in¬ 
stances. 

It having been my bufinefs to run overall China, 
where in five years time I have travelled above two 
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thoufand leagues, I can perhaps fatisfy your high- 
nefs with more eafe than any one befides. I fihall 
therefore prefent you with ;a defcription of what 
feemed to me moft remarkable. 

Pekin, that is the north-court, is the chief city 
of China, and the ufual feat of its emperors. It is 
fo named to diftinguilh it from Nankim, the fouth- 
court, another very considerable city, fo called from 
the emperor’s refiding there in former ages, it be¬ 
ing; the fineft, the moft commodious and beft fituated 
of the whole empire -, but the continual incurfions 
of the Tartars, a warlike and very troublefome 
neighbour,obliged him to fettle in the moft norther¬ 
ly provinces, that he might be always ready to op- 
pofe therewith the numerous army he ufually keeps 
near his court. 

Pekin was the place fixed upon, being fituate in 
the 40th degree of northern latitude, in a very fer¬ 
tile plain, and not far from the long wall. Its 
neighbourhood to the fea on the eaft, and the great 
canal on the fouth, afford it a communication with 
feveral fine provinces, from which it draws moft of 
its fubfiftence. 

This city, which is of an exacft fquare form, was 
formerly four long leagues round -, but the Tartars, 
fettling there, forced the Chinefe to live without the 
walls, where they in a very ftiort while built a new 
town, which, taking a greater compafs in length 
than breadth, doth with the old one compofe an ir¬ 
regular figure. Thus Pekin is made up of two ci¬ 
ties ; one is called the Tartars, becaufe they permit 
none elfe to inhabit it *, and the other the Chinefe, 
as large, but much more inhabited than the other. 
Both together are fix great leagues in circuit, al¬ 
lowing 3600 paces to each league. This I can aver 
to be true, it having been meafured by the emperor’s 
fpecial command. 

‘‘.. " This, 
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This, my lord, will Teem ftrange to thofe who 
are acquainted with Europe only, and think Paris 
the larged, as it is doubtlefs the fined city in the 
world -, yet the difference between them is great. 
Paris, according to the draught Mr. Blondell has 
made, by order from our magiftrates, on the ac¬ 
count of a defign they have to furround it with new 
walls, contains in its greated length but 2500 paces, 
and -f confequently,tho’ we fhould fuppofe it fquare, 
would be but 10000 paces round -, fo we fhould find 
it half as big as the Tartars town alone, and but a 
quarter as large as all Pekin. 

But then if one reflects that their houfes are ge¬ 
nerally but one ftory high, and ours, one with ano¬ 
ther, are four, it will appear, that Pekin has not 
more lodgings than Paris, but rather lefs, becaufe 
its ftreets are much wider ; befides the emperor’s pa¬ 
lace, which is of a vaft extent, is not half inhabited, 
and there are magazines of rice for the fudenance of 
above 200000 men -, again there are large courts 
filled with little houfes, in which thofe who dand 
for their doétor’s degree are examined i which alone 
would make a very big city. 

Yet we mud not conclude from hence, that there 
are at Paris and Pekin the like number of inhabi¬ 
tants -, for the Chinefe are very clofe together in their 
dwellings, fo that twenty or'more of them will lie 
in as little room as ten with us ; and it mud needs 
be fo, fince the multitude of people in the fireets is 
fo great, that one is frightened at it ; it being fuch 
that perfons of quality have always a horfeman go¬ 
ing before them, to make way. Even the wided 
dreets are not free from confufion ; and at the fight 
of fo many horfes, mules, camels, waggons, chairs 
and rings of 100 or 200 perfons, who gather here 
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and there round the fortune-tellers, one would judge 
that fome unufual fhow had drawn the whole coun¬ 

try to Pekin. 
Indeed, to outward appearance our mod populous 

cities are wildernefles in refpebt of this, efpedally 
if we confider that there are more women than men ; 
and yet in thefe great crouds, you fhall rarely fee a 
woman. This, I fuppofe, has made fome people 
think both cities might contain fix or feven millions 
of fouls, which was a great miftake. By the fol¬ 
lowing reflections it will, perhaps, appear., that one 
mud not always guefs at the number of inhabitants 
in a place by the crowds that are feen in it. 

Firft, from all the neighbouring towns a multi¬ 
tude of peafants daily flock to Pekin, with feveral 
ufeful and neceflary commodities *, now no river co¬ 
ming up to the city, thefe muff be brought by land, 
which increafes the number of carters, waggons, 
camels, and other beads of burthen. So that morn¬ 
ing and night, at the opening or fhutting of the 
gates, there are fuch throngs of people going in or 
out, that you mud wait a long while before you can 
get by ; wherefore you mud not edeem all you meet 
citizens. 

Secondly, mod artificers in China work in their 
cudomers houfes j as for example, if I want a fuit, 
my taylor comes in the morning to my lodging, 
where he works all day, and at night returns home ; 
and fo the red. Thefe are continually about, looking 
out for buflnefs ; even the fmiths carry with them 
their anvil, their furnace, and other implements for 
their ordinary uie.This helps to increafe the multitude. 

Thirdly, all perfons, eipecially thofe of any note, 
never go abroad but on horfeback or in chairs, with 
a numerous train. If at Paris all officers, gentlemen, 
lawyers, phyficians, and wealthy citizens were al¬ 
ways thus attended, the Areets would not be fo open. 

In 
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In the fourth place, when a Mandarine goes any¬ 
where, all his inferior officers follow him in all their 
formalities, fo that they form a kind of proceffion. 
The lords at court, and princes of the blood, never 
are without a great guard of horfe, and being necef- 
fitated to go almoft every day to court, their very 
equipage is Efficiently cumberfome to the city. 

It is evident that thefe cuftoms,which are peculiar 
to China, do very much increafe the throng, and it 
muft not be wondered at, that the city fhould feem 
much more populous than it really is : and what 
muft convince us is, that, as I have jfhewn, there 
is more room for inhabitants in Paris than in Pekin. 
Wherefore though it be granted that twenty or five 
and twenty perfons lodge there in as little compafs as 
ten do at Pekin j yet Pekin will be found to contain 
near twice as many as Paris does, and I think I fhall 
not be very wide of the truth, if I allow it two mil¬ 
lions of inhabitants. 

I have been fomething prolix upon this point, be- 
caufe I find it but flightly inquired into by moft hi- 
ftorians. Nothing is more deceitful than number at 
firft fight. We think upon a view of the fky, that 
the ftars are numberlefs, and, when told, are furpri- 
fed to find they are fo few. To fee an army of a 
hundred thoufand men in the field, you would ima¬ 
gine all the world were there ; and even thofe, who 
are uied to fuch a fight, are apt to miftake if they 
are not aware. 

It is good to examine every thing ourfelves, efpe- 
cially in China, where they never reckon but by 
millions *, and though in thefe cafes one cannot be fo 
very exaét, it is not impoftible to come fo near the 
truth as to fatisfy any curious inquirer. 

Almoft all the ftreets are built in a direeft line, the 
greateft being about a hundred and twenty foot 
broad, and a good league long, and the fhops where 

they 
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they fell filks and china-ware, which generally take 
up the whole ftreet, make a very agreeable perfpec- 
tive. The Chinefe have a cuftom which adds to 
the beauty of their ftreets. Each fhop-keeper puts 
out before his houfe, on a little kind of pedeftal, a 
board twenty or two and twenty foot high, painted, 
vamifhed, and often gilt, on which are written, in 
large characters, the names of the feveral commodi¬ 
ties he fells. Thefekindof pilafters, thus placed on 
each fide of the ftreet, and almoft: at an equal dis¬ 
tance from each other, make a pretty odd fhow. 
This is ufual in almoft all the cities of China, and I 
have in fome places feen fo very neat ones, that one 
would think they had defigned to make a ftage of 
the ftreet. 

Two things however detract much from their 
beauty. The firft, that the houfes are not propor¬ 
tionable, being neither well built nor high enough. 
The fécond, that they are always peftered with mud 
or duft. That country, fo well regulated in every 
thing elle, is very deficient in this : both winter and 
fiummer are equally troublefome to thofe that walk 
abroad, and therefore are horfes and chairs fo much 
in requeft : for the dirt Spoils the filken boots which 
they wear there ; and the duft flicks to their cloaths, 
efpecially if they are made of fattin, which they have 
a way of oiling, to give it the more luftre. There 
is fo much duft raifed by the multitude or horfes, 
that the city is alwas covered with a cloud of it, 
which gets into the houfes, and makes its way into 
the cloieft clofets, fo that, take what care you will, 
your goods will ever be full of it. They ftrive to 
allay it by a continual befprinkling the ftreets with 
water, but there is ftill fo much left, as is very offen- 
five, both as to cleanlinefs and health. 

Of all the building this mighty city confifts in, 
the only remarkable one is the imperial palace, which 

I have 



Chief Buildings of China. gg 

I have already defcribed to your highnefs. I fhall 
only add, to give you a more exact notion of it, that 
it not only includes the emperor’s houfe and gardens, 
but alio a little town inhabited by the officers at 
court, and a great number of artificers who are em¬ 
ployed and kept by the emperor ; for none but the 
eunuchs lie in the inner palace. The outward 
town is defended by a very good wall without, and 
divided from the emperor’s houfe by one of lefs 
ftrength. All the houfes are very low and ill con¬ 
trived, far worfe than thofe in the Tartars city ; fo 
that the quality of its inhabitants, and the conve- 
niency of being near the court, are the only things 
that it is commendable for. 

The inner palace is made up of nine vaft courts, 
built in one line, in length, for I comprehend not 
thofe on the wings, where are the kitchin, tables, 
and other offices. The arches thro’ which you go 
from one to another are of marble,and over each there 
(hands a large fquare Gothick building ; the roof looks 
odd, but yet handfome ; for the ends of the joices are 
continued beyond the wall in manner of a cornice, 
which at a dilhance looks very neat. The fides of 
each court are clofed by leffer apartments or galleries ; 
but when you come to the emperor’s lodgings, 
there, indeed, the portico’s fupported by (lately pil¬ 
lars, the white marble-fteps by which you afcend to 
the inward halls, the gilt roofs, the carved-work, 
varniffi, gilding, and painting, they are adorned 
with, the floors made of marble or porcelain, but 
chiefly the great number of different pieces of archi¬ 
tecture of which they confit, dazzle the beholders 
eye, and truly look great, becoming the majeftv of 
fo great a monarch. But lhill, the imperfect notion, 
the Chinefe have of all kinds of arts, is betrayed by 
the unpardonable faults they are guilty of. The 
apartments are ill contrived, the ornaments irregular, 

there 
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there wants that uniformity in which confifts the 
beauty and conveniency of our palaces. In a word, 
there is as it were, deformity in the whole, which 
renders it very unpleafing to foreigners, and mufl: 
needs offend any one that has the lead; notion of true 
architecture. 

Some relations, however, cry it up as arts mafter- 
piece : the reafon is, becaufe the miffionaries, who 
wrote them, had never feen any thing beyond 
it, or elfe long ufe has accuftomed them to it; for 
it is obfervable, that, let us diilike a thing never fo, 
time will at length make it fupportable. Our fancy 
habituates itfelf to any fight, and therefore an Euro¬ 
pean, that has fpent twenty or thirty years in China, 
can feldom give fo good a judgment of it, as he that 
juft comes in and views it. As the true accent of a 
language is often loft among thofe who pronounce it 
ill, fo the fharpnefs of a man’s judgment is blunted 
by converting with thofe who have none. 

The guards placed in the gates and avenues of 
the palace have no other arms but their fcymiters, 
and are not fo numerous as I at firft imagined ; but 
there is a multitude of lords and Mandarines, con- 
ftantly attending at the ufual time of audience. For¬ 
merly the whole palace was inhabited by eunuchs, 
whofe power and infolence was grown to fuch a pitch, 
that they became an infupportable grievance to the 
princes of the empire *, but the latter emperors of 
China, efpeeially thofe defended from Tartary, have 
fo humbled them, that they are at prefent very in- 
confiderable. The youngeft ferve as pages, the other 
are put to the vileft employments, their talk being to 
fweep the rooms and keep them clean ; they are fe- 
verely punifhed by their overfeers, who never pafs 
By the leaft fault. 

The number of the emperor’s wives or concu¬ 
bines is not eafily known, it being very great and 

never 
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never fixed. They never were Teen by any one but 
himfelf, and fcarce durft a man inquire about them. 
They are all maidens of quality, which the Manda¬ 
rines or governors of the provinces choofe, and as 
foon as they are entered the palace, they have no far¬ 
ther correfpondence with their friends, no not with 
their very fathers. This forced and perpetual foli- 
tude (for moft of them are never taken notice of by 
the emperor) together with the intrigues they fet on 
work to get into his favour, and the jealoufy they 
have of one another, which wracks them with fufpi- 
cions, envy, and hate, makes the moft part of them 
very miferable. Among thofe who are fo happy as 
to gain their prince’s approbation, three are chofen 
which bear the title of queens. Thefe are in a far 
higher degree of honour than the reft, having each 
their lodgings, their court, their ladies of honour, 
and other female attendants. 

Nothing is wanting that can contribute to their 
diverfion. Their furniture, cloaths, attendance is 
all rich and magnificent : it is true, all their happi- 
nefs confifts in pleafmg their lord, for no bufinefs of 
any confequence comes to their knowledge -, and as 
they do not aftift the ftate with their counfels, fo 
they do not difturb it with their ambition. 

The Chinefe differ very much from us in that 
point *, they fay Heaven has endowed women with 
good nature, modefty, and innocence, that they 
might look after their families, and take care of their 
children’s education -, but that men are born with 
ftrength of body and mind, with wit and generofity 
to govern and rule the w'orld. They are aftonifhed 
when we tell them, that with us the fcepter often 
falls into a princefs’s hands, and often fay by way 
of Jeff, That Europe is the lady's kingdom. 

Thus, my lord, I have given you a true but gene¬ 
ral account of the emperor of China’s palace, fo 

much 
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much boafted of by hiftorians, becaufe perhaps in all 
Pekin they meet not with any worth their notice : 
for indeed all befides are fo mean, that it would be 
an abufe to our language to give the title of palace 
to their noblemens houfes. They are but one ftory 
high, as are all the reft ; tho5, I confefs, the great 
number of lodgings,for themfelves and their fervants, 
does make fome amends for their want of beauty 
and magnificence. Not but that the Chinefé are, as 
much as any nation, in love with looking great and 
fpending high, but the cuftom of the country, and 
the danger of being taken notice of, is a curb to 
their inclinations. 

While I was at Pekin, one of the chief Mandarines 
(I think he was a prince) had built him a houfe 
fomething more lofty and {lately than the reft -, this 
was imputed to him as a crime, and thofe, whofe; 
province it was, accufed him before the emperor, in- 
fomuch that the Mandarine, fearful of the event, 
pulled down his houfe while the bufinefs was under 
examination, before fentence was given. This was 
efteemed good policy in the eftablifhment of the firft 
monarchies ; and could the Romans but have ever 
obferved it, they would have been perhaps ftill as 
powerful in Europe, as the Chinefe are in Afia. 

Their courts of juftice are built no better than 
common houfes. The courts indeed are large, the 
gates lofty, and fometimes imbellifhed with orna¬ 
ments of architeélure fomething tolerable -, but the 
inward rooms and offices can boaft neither ftate nor 
clean! inefs. 

Religion indeed has found better entertainment ; 
you frequently meet with their idols temples, which 
the princes and people, equally fuperftitious, have 
raifed at a vaft expence, and beautified with great 
numbers of ftatues. The roofs efpecially are obfer- 
vable, for the fplendor of their tiles, varnifhed with 

yellow 
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yellow and green, for the many curious figures 
which are placed on every fide, and the dragons 
fhooting out at the corners, painted in the fame co¬ 
lours. The emperors have founded feveral within 
the outward bounds of the palace ; among which, 
two more eminent than the reft were built by the 
late monarch, at the requeft of the queen his mother 
who was very much infatuated with the religion of 
the Lama’s, a fort of Tartarian priefts, the moft fu- 
perftitious of all the Bonzes. 

We were forbidden the entrance of thefe temples, 
being told it would prove of ill confequence, and give 
great offence to our fellow chriftians, fo that curio- 
fity gave place to our defire of edifying them. But 
we had the liberty of feeing the famous celebrated 
imperial obfervatory. Be pleafed, my lord, to read 
what one of our ableft mathematicians has upon the 
report of travellers fpoken of it : Nothing in Europe 
is to be compared to it, whether for the magnificence of 
the placeur the bignefs of thofe vaji brazen inftrumentsy 
which, having been during thefe feven hundred years 
expofed on the platforms of thofe large towers, are fill 
as fair and intire as if they were but new tnolten. 
The div fiions of thofe inftruments are moft ex all y the 
difpofiition moft proper for their defign, and the whole 
work performed with an inimitable neatnefs. In a 
word, it feemed that China infulted her Jifter nations, 
as if with all their learning and riches they could not 
come up to her in that point. 

Indeed, if China in Cults us by the fumptuoufnefs 
of her obfervatory, ftie does well to do fo 6000 
leagues off, for were fhe nearer, fhe durft not, 
for fhame, make any comparifon. 

Thefe relations had mightily prejudiced us in fa¬ 
vour of the obfervatory -, but when we viewed t it, 
we found it as follows : We came firft into a pretty 
large court, where the lodgings of thofe who looked 
after the obfervatory were toward the right hand ; 

as 
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as you come In, you meet with a very narrow flair- 
cafe, by which you mount to the top of fuch a 
fquare tower, as we formerly ufed to fortify our city1 
walls withal ; it is indeed contiguous on the infide to 
the wall of Pekin, and raifed but ten or twelve feet 
above the bulwark. Upon this platform the Chinefe 
aftrcnomers had placed their inftruments, which tho9 
but tew, yet took up the whole room : but father 
Verbieft, when he undertook the furvey and manage¬ 
ment of the mathematicks, judged them very ufe- 
lefs, and perfuaded the emperor to pull them down, 
and put up new ones of his own contriving. Thefe 
old inftruments were ftill in the hall near the tower, 
buried in duft and oblivion. We faw them thro9 a 
window clofe fet with iron bars. They appeared to 
us large, well caft, and ftiaped fomething like our 
aftronomical rings. But they had laid in a by-court 
a celeftial globe of about three foot diameter, that we 
had a full view of-, its figure was almoft oval ; it 
was divided with little exaétnefs, and the whole work 
very coarfe. 

They have in a lower room near that place con¬ 
trived a Gnomon. The paflage, through which the 
ray enters, is about eight feet from the ground, ho¬ 
rizontally placed, and made by two copper-plates 
which may be moved to and fro, to make the ori¬ 
fice larger or fmaller. Under it lies a table covered 
with brafs, in the midft of which, length-ways, they 
have ft ruck a meridian line 15 feet long, divided by 
other crofs lines, which are neither exa<5t nor fine. 
They have cut little holes out into the fi des wherein 
they put water to keep it exaélly horizontal ; and this 
indeed, for a Chinefe contrivance, is the moft tolera¬ 
ble of any I have feen, and might be ferviceable to a 
careful aftronomer ; but I queftion whether their fkill 
who invented it is fo great, as to ufe it rightly. 

This 
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This obfervatory, of little worth, as to its ancient 

machines, and lefs as to its fituation and building, is 
now enriched with feveral brazen inftruments which, 
father Verbicft has fet up. They are large, Well call, 
imbellifhed with figures of dragons, and very well 
difpofed to the ufe they are defigned for -, and was 
but the nicenefs of their diviftons anfwerable to that 
of the work, and telefcopes faftened to them inftead 
of pins, according to the new method ufed by the 
royal academy, nothing, that we have of that kind, 
might be brought in competition with them. But 
tho* the father was, no doubt, very careful of the 
divifion of his circles, the Chinefe artificer was either 
very negligent, or very incapable of following his 
directions : fothat I would rather truft to a quadrant 
made by one of our good workmen at Paris, whofe 
radius fhould be but one foot and a half, than to 
that of fix feet, which is at this tower. 

Perhaps,your highnefs may be willing at one view 
to fee how they are difpofed. This draught is very 
conformable to the original, and far from flattering 
it, as pictures and cuts generally do; I may fay that 
it does not exprefs half its beauty. But each feve¬ 
ral piece (Viewing but confufedly in this little fpace, I 
have added, in as fewr words as I could, an explana¬ 
tion of the frame and embellifhments of thofe noble 
inftruments. 

Î. Sphæra Armillàrîs, Zodiacalis, of fix 
feet in diameter. 

This is fupported by foul* dragons heads, whofe 
todies after feveral windings are faftened to the ends 
of two brazen beams laid a-crofs, that bear the whole 
weight cf the fphere. Thefe dragons which wrere 
ufed rather than any other creature, becaufe the em¬ 
peror bears them in his coat of arms, are, as the Chi- 

! nefe reprefent them* wrap’d up in clouds, with long 
£ hair 
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hair on their heads between their horns, a fuzzy 
beard under their lower jaw, flaming eyes, long 
iharp teeth, their mouth open, and breathing a 
whole ftream of flame. Four lions of the fame 
metal hand under the end of the aforefaid beams, 
whofe heads are raifed higher or lower by fkrews 
fattened with them. The circles are divided both in 
their exterior and interior furface by crofs lines 
into 360 degrees each, and each degree into 60 mi¬ 
nutes, and the latter into portions of 10 féconds 
each by fmall pins. 

II. S phæra E qjj i n ox i a l i s, of fix feet diameter. 

This fphere is fupported by a dragon, who bears 
it on his back bowed, and whofe four claws feize 
the four ends of its pedeftal, which as the former is 
formed of two brazen beams crofs-wife, whofe ends 
are aifo borne by four fmall lions,which ferve to fix it 
right. The defign is noble and well performed. 

III. Ho r Ison Azimut hale, fix feet in diameter. 

This infiniment, ufeful for the taking of azimuths, 
is compofed of a large circle horifontally placed. 
The double index,- which ferves it for a diameter, 
runs over all the limb, and carries round along with 
it a reélangle triangle, the upper angle of which is 
fattened to a beam raifed perpendicular from the cen¬ 
ter of the faid horifon. Four folded dragons bow 
their heads under the inferior limb of the circle, 
to make it faft ; and two other, wound round two 
fmall columns, mount on either fide femicircular- 
wife, as high as the faid beam, to which they are 
fattened, to keep the triangle fteady. 

IV. A , 



Chief Buildings of China. 67 

IV. A large Qu adrant, whoje radius is fix feet* 

The limb is divided into portions of ten féconds 
each ; the lead, which {hews its vertical fituation, 
weighs a pound, and hangs from the center by a ve¬ 
ry fine brafs wire. The index moves eafily round 
the limb. A dragon folded in feveral rings, and 
wrap’d up in clouds, feizes on all parts the feveral 
plates of the infiniment to fallen them, left; they 
fhould Hart out of their due pofition. The whole 
body of the quadrant hangs in the air, and a fixed 
axis runs thro’ its center, round which the quadrant 
turns towards the parts of the heavens which the 
mathematician choofes to obferve ; and left its 
weight fhould caufe it to fhiver, and lofe its vertical 
pofition, a beam is raifed on each fide, fecured at the 
bottom by a dragon,and faftened to the middle beam 
or axis by clouds which feem to come out of the air. 
The whole work is fubftantial and well contrived. 

V. A S extant, whofe radius is about eight feet. 

This reprelents the fixth part of a great circle 
borne by a beam,the bafis of which is concave,made 
fall with dragons, and crofted in the middle by a 
brazen pillar, on one end of which is an engine, the 
help of whofe wheels ferves to facilitate the motion 
of that infiniment. On this engine refis the middle 
of a lmall brazen beam which reprefents a radius of 
the fextant, and is faftnened to it. Its upper part is 
terminated by a big cylinder, which is the center, 
round which the index turns ; and the lower is ex¬ 
tended above two feet beyond the limb, that it may 
be grafped by the pulley which ferves to raife it. 
Thefe large and heavy machines are of greater orna¬ 
ment than ufie. 

VI. ^Celestial Globe, of fix feet diameter. 

This in my opinion is the faireft and beft fafhion- 
ed of all the inftruments. The globe itfelf is bra- 

F 2 zen. 
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zen, exablly round and fmooth : the Hars well made, 
and in their true places, and all the circles of a pro¬ 
portionable breadth and thicknefs. It is befides fo 
Well hung that the lead: touch moves it, and tho’ it 
is above two thoufand weight, the lead child may 
elevate it to any degree. On its large concave bafis 
are placed oppofite four dragons, whofe hair, Hand¬ 
ing up an end, fupport a noble horifon commend¬ 
able for its breadth, its feveral ornaments, and the 
delicacy and nicenefs of the work. The meridian* 
in which the pole is fixed, reffs upon clouds that if- 
fue out of the bafis, and Hides eafily between them, 
its motion being facilitated by fome hidden wheels, 
and moves with it the whole globe to give it the re¬ 
quired elevation. Befides which the horifon, dra¬ 
gons, and the two brazen beams, which lie crofs in 
the center of the bafis’s concavity, are all moved at 
pleafure, without Hirring the bafis which Hill remains 
fixed 4, this facilitates the due placing of the horifon, 
whether in refpebt of the natural horifon, or in re- 
fpebt of the globe. I wondered how men, who live 
fix thoufand leagues from us, could go through fuch 
a piece of work *, and I mull own, that if all the 
circles, which are divided, had been corrected bv 
fome of our workmen, nothing could be more per¬ 
fect in their kind. Thefe machines, being moft of 
them above ten feet from the ground, have, for the 
aftronomers greater conveniency, marble Heps round 
them, cut amphitheater-wife. 

Altho* thefe inHrument sfeem fo extraordinary fine* 
the Chinefe could never have been perfuaded to make 
ufe of them, and leave their old ones, without an 
efpecial order from the emperor to that effect. They 
are more fond of the moH defective piece of anti¬ 
quity, than of the moH perfebt of the moderns* 
differing much in that from us who are in love with 
nothing but what is new. Indeed we are all to blame, 
for time can add to, or detrabt nothing from the real 
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worth of things : wherefore we ought to take good 
care left fancy, cuftom, and prejudice prevail over 
our underftanding, which, only perceiving the diffe¬ 
rence of things, is only able to judge of it. If this 
failing of the Chinefe extended but to their temporal 
concerns, the mifchief perhaps would not be great ^ 
but it unhappily reaches to the point of religion -, 
and whereas in Europe it feems that a doftrine, tho* 
never fo abfurd, has a title to our belief when re¬ 
commended by novelty, in China it is quite con¬ 
trary -, for they think it a fufficient reafon to rejeft 
the chriftian faith, becaufe in refpeft of their mo¬ 
narchy it is not old enough : as tho* time and igno¬ 
rance were to be preferred to truth, or that confiant 
cuftom could render fuperftition lawful or reafonable. 

The fondnefs for antiquity,and for the obfervance 
of ancient cuftoms, is perhaps what keeps the Chi¬ 
nefe fo clofe to their aftronomical obfervations, in the 
practice of which they have been very confiant j but 
it is a fhame, that they have during fo long a time 
made no greater improvements. One would think, 
that having watched the motion of the ftars above 
4000 years, they fhould be perfeftly acquainted with 
them ; yet when our miffionaries entered that coun¬ 
try, they found them fo unfkilful herein, that with 
all their care they were never able to compote an ex- 
aft calendar ; their tables of eclipfes were fo un cor- 
reft, that fcarce could they forctel about what time 
that of the fun fhould happen : they are now fatift 
fied in thofe two particulars ; for thole fathers have 
fettled the calendar ; and that, which is given out in 
the beginning of each year, notes with the greateft 
nicety all the motions of the heavens which are du¬ 
ring the year to happen out of courfe. 

However, they ftiil continue their obfervations. 
Five mathematicians fpend every night on the tower, 
in watching what paftes over head ; one is gazing 
towards the zenith, another to the eaft, a third to 

F 2 the 
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the weft, the fourth turns his eyes fouthwards, ancf 
a fifth northwards, that nothing of what happens in 
the four corners of the world may efcape their diligent 
©bfervation. They take notice of the winds, the 
rain, the air, of unufual phenomena, fuch as eclip- 
fes, the conjunction or oppofition of planets, fires, 
meteors, and whatever may be any ways ufefuh 
This they keep a ftrict account of, which they 
bring in every morning to the furveyor of the ma- 
thematicks, to be regiftered in his office. If this 
had always been pradtifed by able and careful mathe¬ 
maticians, we fhould have a great number of curi¬ 
ous remarks ; but befides that, thefe aftronomers 
are very unfkilful, they take little care to improve 
that fcience i and provided their falary be paid as 
u iual, and their income confiant, they are in no great 
trouble about the alterations and changes which hap¬ 
pen in the fky. But if thefe phenomena are very ap¬ 
parent, as when there happens an eclipfe, or a comet, 
they dare not then be altogether fo negligent. 

All nations have ever been aftonifhed at eclipfes, 
becaufe they could not difcover the caufe of them ; 
there is nothing fo extravagant as the feveral reafons 

o o 

fome have given for it ; but one would wonder that 
the Chinefe, who as to aftronomy may juftly claim 
ieniority over all the world befides, have reafoned 
as abfurdly on that point as the reft. They have 
fancied that in heaven there is a prodigious great 
dragon, who is a profeffed enemy to the fun and 
moon, and ready at all times to eat them up. For 
this reafon, as foon as they perceive an eclipfe, they 
all make a terrible rattling with drums and brafs ket¬ 
tles, till the monfter frightened at the noife lets go his 
prey. Perfons of quality, who have read our books, 
have for thefe feveral years been undeceived ; but 
(efpecially if the fun lofeth its light) the old cuftoms 
are ftill obferved at Pekin, which3 as is ufual, are both 
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very fuperditious and very ridiculous. While the 
adronomers are on the tower to make their obferva¬ 
rions, the chief Mandarines belonging to the Lipou 
fall on their knees in a hall or court of the palace, 
looking attentively that way, and frequently bowing 
towards the fun toexprefs the pity they take of him, 
or rather to the dragon, to beg him not to moled the 
world, by depriving it of fo neceffary a planet. 

The mathematicians mud be lure to relate nothing 
concerning the eclipfes but what will certainly hap¬ 
pen ; for fhould it happen fooner or later, be greater 
or lefs, longer or fhorter, the furveyor and his bre¬ 
thren would go near to lofe their places. But this is 
taken care of, for the Mandarines, who are to take 
the obfervations, never fail to regider them according 
to the predictions ; fo that, if they have their fees, 
the heavens may take their courfe. 

I am afraid, my lord, that I have been too tedious 
in this digredion -, your highnefs, having for thefe fe- 
veral years been bufied in affairs of greater moment, 
mud needs have little regard for fuch abdrufe notions, 
unfit to excite you to thofe elevated fentiments fo na¬ 
tural to fuch great fouls as yours, and I might have 
fpent my time more to your fatisfaCHon in writing the 
wars of the Tartars, and the conqued of China. But 
befides the inclination every man has to fpeak of what 
belongs to his profedion, I have, perhaps, been over¬ 
ruled by the habit we contract in China to entertain 
great perfons with thefe matters ; and have hoped, 
that a prince curious, and endowed with a genius to 
which nothing is impoffible, would with patience hear 
that, which makes the delight of the greated and 
mod learned emperor in the whole world. 

J fhould do Pekin a very great injudice if I pafled 
over in filence its noble gates and dately walls, which 
indeed become an imperial city. The former are not 
imbellifhed with datues or other carving as are mod 
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publick buildings in China ; but all their beauty con** 
fids in a prodigious height, which at a diftance makes 
the fineft fnow in the world. They conflit in two large 
fquare buildings built feparately, but bound together 
by two tall and very thick walls, fo that they form 
a fquare which may contain above five hundred men 
jn battle. The frit building, which looks like a 
fortrefs, faces the road. There is no way thro3 it, 
but you go in at the fide-wall, where there is a gate 
proportionable to all the reft -, then you turn to the 
right, and meet with the fécond tower which com¬ 
mands the City, and has a gate like the former, 
but whofe gate-way is fo long, that it grows dark to¬ 
wards the middle. There they conftantly keep a 
Corps du Guard, and a fmall magazine to fupply it 
readily with ftores in cafe of neceftity. 

If you refped only the neatnefs of the workman- 
fhip,and the ornaments of architecture, I mull, indeed, 
confefs, that the gates of Paris are incomparably ftner. 
But yet, when a man approaches Pekin, he mull 
own that thefe immenfe buildings, and, if I may 
fpeak it, therudenefs of thefe auguft buildings have 
a beauty preferable to all our ornaments. The 
arches are built with marble, and the reft with very 
large brick, bound with excellent mortar. 

The walls are anfwerable to their gates, fo tall 
that they hide the whole city, and fo thick, that 
pentries on horfeback are placed upon them. From 
place to place, at a bowVfhot diftance, they are 
defended with fquare towers. The ditch is dry* 
but very broad and deep. All is regular, and as 
well kept as if they were in continual apprehenfton 
of a liege. This, my lord, is a pretty exadt deicrip-* 
tion of the chief city of China, remarkable for its 
extent, large gates, ftrong walls, fumptuous palace, 
good gamfon (which conftfts in the beft forces of the 
whole empire) and the number of its inhabitants^ 
but commendable for nothing çife* 
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What may be faid of all the reft ill general is 
this ; the Chinefe divide them into two kinds. Thofe 
which are folely defigned for the defence of the 
country they call Cities of war, and the reft Towns 
of traffick. The fortified places which I have feen 
are not much ftronger than the others, unlefs it be 
b y their fttuation, which makes fome almoft inao 
ceftible. The frontier towns, efpecially thofe near 
Tartary, are fomewhat Angular ; and our miflionaries 
have aftured me, that there were feveral narrow 
paftages fo well fortified, that it was almoft impoffi- 
pie to force them : I myfelf have feen fome which 
a hundred men might eafily defend againft a whole 
army. Their ufual fortifications are a good bulwark, I fome towers, brick-walls, and a large deep ditch, 
filled with running water. The Chinefe are {killed, 
in no other manner of fortification, which we ought 
not to wonder at, fince ourfelves knew no better 
before cannons were in ufe, which has put us upon in¬ 
venting new ways of defending our cities, as there 
were new ones contrived of attacking them. 

I confefs, my lord, that in viewing all thofe 
cities which their inhabitants efteem the ftrongeft in 
the world, I have often, with no little pleafure, 
thought with myfelf how eafily Lewis the Great 
would fubdue thofe provinces, if nature had made 
us a little nearer neighbours to China \ he whom the 
ftouteft places in Europe can at beft withftand but 
during a few days. God has, by an equal and juft 
diftribution, given the Chinefe but mean foldiers, 
becaufe no extraordinary a<5tions could be performed 
there *, but to vanquifh fuch enemies as ours, fo great 
an hero was wholly neceftary. 

It muft however be granted, that in the way of 
fortification the Chinefe have outdone all the ancients 
in the prodigious work that defends part of their 
country. *T:s that which we call the Great Wall, 
?.nd which tlicmfclyes ftile Van liCham, Chim, the 

wall 
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wall i oooo dadiums long, which reaches from the 
cadern ocean to the province of Xanfi : not that its 
length is fo great as they fpeak it ; but if you reckon 
all its windings, it will really appear to be no lefs 
than 500 leagues. You mud not conceive it as a 
plain wall, for it is fortified with towers much like 
the city walls I have mentioned ; and in the places 
where the pafles might be more eafily forced, they 
have railed two or three bulwarks one behind ano¬ 
ther, which may give themfelves a mutual defence, 
whofe enormous thicknefs, and the forts which com¬ 
mand all the avenues, being all guarded by great 
numbers of forces, proteét the Chinefe from all at¬ 
tempts on that fide. 

China being divided from Tartary by a chain of 
mountains, the wall has been carried on over the 
highed hills, and is now tall and then low, as the 
ground allowed ; for you mud not think, as fome 
have imagined, that the top of it is level throughout, 
and that from the bottom of the deeped vales it 
could have been raifed to be as high as the tailed 
mountains. So when they fay that it is of a won¬ 
derful height, we mud underdand it of the fpot of 
ground it is built on, for of itfelf it is rather lower 
than thofe of their cities, and but four, or at mod, 
five feet in thicknefs. 

It is almod all built with brick, bound with fuch 
drong mortar, that not only it has laded thefe fe- 
veral ages, but is fcarce the worfe. It is above 1800 
years fince emperor Chihohamti raifed it, to prevent 
the infurredtionsnof the neighbouring Tartars. This,; 
was at once one of the greated and madded under¬ 
takings that I ever heard of; for though indeed it 
was a prudent caution of the Chinefe thus to guard 
the eafied avenues, how ridiculous was it of them 
to carry their wall to the top of fome precipices 
which the birds can fcarce reach with their flight, 
and on which it is impofiible the Tartarian horfu 
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{hould afcend : and if they could fancy that an army 
could have clambered up thither, how could they 
believe that fo thin and low a wall, as they have 
made it in fuch places, could be of any defence ? 

As for my part, I admire how the materials have 
been conveyed and made ufe of there ; and indeed, it 
was not done without a vaft charge, and the lofs of 
more men than would have perilhed by the greateft 
fury of their enemies. It is faid, that during the 
reigns of the Chinefe emperors, this wall was guard¬ 
ed by a million of foldiers ; but now that part of 
Tartary belongs to China, they are content with 
manning well the worft fituated, but bed: fortified 
parts of it. 

Among the other fortreftes of the kingdom, there 
are above a thoufand of the firft rate ; the reft are 
lefs remarkable, and indeed fcarce deferve that name ; 
yet all are very well garrifoned, and by that one 
may judge what vaft armies are conftantly kept on 
foot. However, this is not the only part in which 
China excels other nations, for to confider her only 
in her military capacity will hardly raife our won¬ 
der -, but who can enough admire the numbers* 
greatnefs, beauty, and government of their trading 
towns ? They are generally divided into three 
claftes -, of the firft there ate above 160, of the 
fécond 270, and of the third near 1200, befides 
near 300 walled cities more, which they leave out 
as not worth obferving, tho’ they come but little 
Ihort of either of them, either in the number of inha¬ 
bitants or greatnefs of trade. The greater and 
lefter villages are numberlefs, efpecially thofe of the 
fouthern provinces. In the provinces of Xanfi and 
Xenfi they are for the moft part furrounded with 
walls and good ditches, with iron gates, which the 
country people fhut at night, and guard in the day 
time, to protêt thcmfelves frGm thieves, and from 
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the infults of the foldiers, who are not always ta 
be kept in by their officers. 

The largenefs of thefe cities is not lefs amazing 
than their number. Pekin, which I have already had 
the honour to mention to your highnefs, is not to 
be compared to Nankim ; or, as it is now called, 
Kiamnim, a town formerly inclofed within three 
walls, the outermoft of which was 16 long leagues 
round : fome works of it are ft ill to be feen, which 
one would rather think to be the bounds of a pro¬ 
vince than a city. When the emperors kept their 
court there, its inhabitants were, no doubt, number - 
lefs. Its fttuation, haven, plenty, the fertility of the 
neighbouring lands, and the canals made near it, for 
the improvement of trade, could not but make it a 
fine city : it has fince loft much of its former fplendor. 
However, if you include thofe who live in its fii- 
burbs, and on the canals, it is ftill more populous 
than Pekin; and tho’ the unarable hills, the ploughed 
lands, gardens, and vaft empty places which are with¬ 
in its walls, render it really lefs than it feems, yet 
what is inhabited does ftill make a prodigious big city. 

The ftreets are not very broad, but very well 
paved, the houfes low, but cleanly, and the fhops 
very rich, being filled with fluffs, filks, and other 
coftly wares : in a word, it is as the center of the 
empire, where you may find all the curiofities which 
are any where found in the whole kingdom. There 
the-moft famous do&ors and the Mandarines, who 
are out of buftnefs, ufually fettle themfelves, having 
the conveniency of feveral libraries filled with choice 
of good books ; their printing is fairer, their artifi¬ 
cers are better workmen, the tongue more polite, 
and the accent fmoother than any where elfe ; and 
truly no other city were fo proper for the emperoPs 
feat, were it not for the ftates advantage that he 
fhould refide near the frontiers. It .is alfg famous 
on other accounts. 
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Firft, for the river Kiam on tfhich it is fituated, 
which is the largell, deepeft, and moft navigable in 
the whole empire ^ being, in that part of it which 
bathes the city, near half a league broad. 

Secondly, the royal obfervatory on the top of a 
mountain, where flood formerly a platform and 
proper inflruments (which were fince removed to 
Pekin) but now only fome old buildings remain, and 
a large fquare hall, newly built as an acknowledg¬ 
ment of the emperor Camhy’s kind viflt to that 
city. This was a trick of the Mandarines, who, un¬ 
der pretence of railing a monument of that prince’s 
favour, got confiderable fums of money from the 
inhabitants, not half of which was laid out. 

In the third place for a large tower, vulgarly cal¬ 
led the China-Tower. There is without the city 
(and not within, as fome have wrote) a houfe named 
by the Chinefe, the Temple of Gratitude (Pao 
gren-JJe) built 300 years ago by the emperor Yonlo. 
It is raifed on a maffive balls, built with brick and 
furrounded wdth a rail of unpolifhed marble ; there 
are ten or twelve Heps all round it, by which you 
afeend to the lowermoft hall, the floor of which 
Hands one foot higher than the balls, leaving a 
little walk two feet wide all round it. 

The front of this hall or temple is adorned with 
a gallery and fome pillars. The roofs (for in Chi¬ 
na there are ufually two, one next to the top of the 
wall, and a narrower over that) are covered with 
green varnifhed fhining tiles ; and the ceiling within 
is painted and made up of feveral little pieces diffe¬ 
rently wrought one within the other, which with the 
Chinefe is no fmall ornament. I confefs that medley 
of beams, joills, rafters, and pinions is a lingularity 
which furprifes us, becaufe vse mull needs judge that 
fuch a walk was not done without great expence \ 
but to fpeak truth it proceeds only from the igno¬ 
rance of their workmen, who never could find out 

that 
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that noble ftmplicfty, in which con lifts both the 
ftrength and beauty of our buildings. 

This hall has no light but what comes in at 
the doors, of which there are three very large ones 
that give admittance into the tower I fpeak of, which 
is part of this temple. It is of an oétangular fi¬ 
gure, about 40 feet broad, fo that each fide is 
15 feet wide. A wall in the like form is built 
round it, at two fathoms and a half diftance, 
and, being moderately high, fupports the one fide 
of the pent-houfe, which ifiues from the tower, 
and thus makes a pretty kind of a gallery. This 
tower is nine ftories high, each ftory being adorn¬ 
ed with a cornifh three feet wide at the bottom 
of the windows, and diftinguifhed by little pent- 
houfes like the former, but narrower, and (like 
the tower itfelf) decreafing in breadth as they 
increafe in height. 

The wall is, at the bottom, at leaft 12 feet 
thick, and above eight and a half at the top, cafed 
with China-ware laid flat-wife ; for tho’ the weather 
has fomething impaired its beauty, there is yet enough 
remaining to fhew that it is real China, tho? of 
the coarfer fort, ftnce *tis impoflible that bricks 
could have retained that luftre above 300 years. 

The ftair-cafe within is narrow and troublefome, 
the fteps being very high. Each ftory is made up 
of thick pieces of timber laid crofs-wife, and on them 
a floor, the ceiling of each room being beautified 
with paintings, if fuch painting as theirs can be 
called a beauty. The walls of the upper rooms 
bear feveral fmall niches full of carved idols, which 
make a pretty kind of checquer. The whole work is. 
gilt, and looks like carved ftone or marble ", but 1 
believe it to be only brick, for the Chinefe are 
very fkilful in ftamping all kinds of ornaments on 
it, which thro’ the finenefs of their lifted mould be¬ 
comes more eafy to them than to us, 

• ' Xho 
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The firft floor is the moft lofty, but the reft are 
of an equal height. I have told the fteps, which are 
190 in number, being almoft all 10 large inches high, 
having meafured them very nicely, which amounts 
to 158 feet. If you add to this the height of the ba¬ 
lls, that of the ninth ftory, which has no fteps to 
mount thence to the top, and the cupola, the fum 
will be at leaft 200 feet in height from the ground. 

This cupola is none of the leaft ornaments of 
that building, being, as it were, an extraordinrry 
thick maft, or may-pole, which, from the floor of 
the eighth ftory, rifes above 30 feet higher than the 
top of the tower. Round it a great piece of iron 
runs in a fpiral line, feveral feet diftant from the pole, 
fo that it looks like a hollow cave, on the top of 
which is placed a very large golden ball. This it is 
that the Chinefe call the Porcelain Tower, and which 
fome Europeans would name the Brick-one. What¬ 
ever it may be made of, it is undoubtedly the beft 
contrived and noblefl ftruéture of all the Eaft. From. 
Its top you have a profpeét of the whole city, and 
efpecially of the mountain on which hands the ob- 
fervatory, which lies a good league north eah and 
by eafl: from it. 

Namkin was alfo famous for the bignefs of its bells, 
but their weight having worn down the fteeple which 
they were hung in, the whole building fell down, and 
they hill lie upon the ground. There is one in the 
way between our college and the obfervatory, whofe 
height is 11 feet, and that of its handle or ear by 
which it hangs, 2, and its diameter is 7 ; the outward 
circumference is 22 feet, which indeed leflens towards 
the top, but not in the fame proportion with our 
bells here, for the figure is almoh a cylinder, it you 
take away a confiderable fwelling towards the mid¬ 
dle, where the circumference is equal to that of the 
bottom. Its lower brim is fix inches and a half thick, 
but grows thinner and thinner, to the bowing where 

the 
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the cone begins, fo that under the ear it is not above 
2 inches thick ; which may be meafured exactly e~ 
nough, becaufe they pierce their bells at the top to 
increafe their found as they fancy. The metal is 
brittle, and very ill caft, being full of little knobs. 

Thefe bells were caft during the ninth reign be¬ 
fore this. Each have their particular name ; the one 
being called Tchoui, the Hanger -, another, Che, the 
Eater ; a third, Choui, or So, the Sleeper ; and a 
fourth, Si, the Flier -, for tho* there are but 3 in the 
city, the Chinefe geographers place a 4th beyond the 
river Kiam. Now, fuppoling that a cubical foot 
of brafs weigh 648 /. the bell which I meafured 
fhould weigh about 90,000, fuppoling it to be of 
an equal bignefs and thicknefs. As for the big- 
nefs, there is no great difference, but the thicknefs 
jeffens from the bottom to the top, where, as I 
bave faid, it is but two inches thick *, fo that al¬ 
lowing it to be one with another four inches 
thick and better throughout, the bell will weigh 
about 50,000 /. and be twice as heavy as that at Ef¬ 
fort, which father Kircher affirms to be the biggeft in 
the world. 

But this is nothing to what there is at Pekin, which 
can fhew’ feven caft under the reign of the em¬ 
peror Yonlo, near 300 years ago, weighing 120,000/. 
each. They are 11 feet wide, 40 round, and 12 
high, befides the ear, which is at leaft 3 foot in 
height. This, my lord, I own is furprifing, and 
could fcarce be believed, had we not father Verbieft’s 
word for it, who himfelfhas exaétly meafured them. 

But as much as their bells exceed ours in bignefs9 
fo much do ours exceed them in found* whether our 
metal or way of calling be better. Be pleafed howe¬ 
ver to read what father Magalhaens writes of that 
which is in the palace at Pekin. Its found., fays he, is 
fo clear yfo pleafant^nd harmonious, that it feems to pro- 
ceedfrom a mujical injirumentmuch rather than a fall. All 

: 
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this muft be underdood comparatively ; and per¬ 
haps the author had never heatd any thing of that 
kind like it. As for my part, all the bells^ I have 
heard there, have feemed to me to make but a dull, 
obfcure noife, as one may eafily imagine, for their 
clappers are not made of iron but wood. However 
that be (for it deferves not a longer inquiry) it is 
certain, that the Chinefe have in all their cities very 
big ones, with which they diftinguifh. the five 
watches of the night -, which they reckon from feven 
or eight of the clock in the evening : they begin 
the firft with driking once, which they repeat a 
moment after, and fo on till the fécond watch, then 
they drike two flrokes, and at the third watch three, 
and fo on : fo that thefe bells are as fo many re¬ 
peating clocks, which every other moment inform 
you what time of night it is. They alfo ufe for the 
fame purpofe a very great-drum, which they beat 
in the fame manner. 

Thefe two imperial cities, which Ï have now been 
defcribing, might alone render China defervedly fa¬ 
mous, but the metropolis’s of mod provinces are fo 
big, that each were fit to be the chief of an empire. 
Sigan, the capital city of Xenfi, is three leagues 
round. I have had the cunofity to meafure it my 

.1 felf, which was not difficult -, the walls which inclofb 
it making an exa6t fquare. Its ditches, which are (partly dry and partly filled with water, are very fine *, 
its walls thick and tall, as well as the fquare towers 
that defend them ; its bulwarks very broad, and its 
gates, at lead fome, mod dately, and like thofe at Pe¬ 
kin. d he city is divided into tv/o parts by an earthen 

* wall, which runs almod from one end to the other. 
The one half is inhabited by the Tartars, who keep 
the bigged garrifon, tho’ in the other, where the 

; y Chinefe dwell, there are alfo a good body of troops. 
I There may dill be feen an old palace, the refidence 

; °f the ancient kings of that country, who were 
G powerful, 
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powerful, not only becaufe of the vaft extent of 
their dominions, but alfo thro* the bravery and cou- 
rage of their fubjeéts -, for, among all the Chinefe, 
there are not any better proportioned, or more 
ftrong, flout, and laborious than thefe. As for the 
houfes, they are, as every where elfe in China, low, 
and not over-well built ; their furniture is not fo neat 
as in the fouthern parts, their varnifh not fo fmooth, 
their China not fo plentiful, nor their workmen fo 
ingenious. 

Hamcheu, the chief city of the province of Che- 
kiam, is alfo one of the richefl and greateft in the 
empire. The Chinefe fay it is four leagues round, 
and, 1 believe, they tell no lye. The flreets are as 
full of people as at Paris, and the fuburbs bef des . 
being very large, and the canals crouded with an in¬ 
finite number of boats, I believe it to be as populous 

.as the greatefl cities in Europe. The garrifon confifls 
in ioooo men, 3000 of which are Chinefe. The 
water of their canals is not clear, nor their flreets 
broad, but the fhops are neat, and the merchants 
there are reputed to be very rich. 

Eaflwards from the city runs a river half a league a 
‘broad, being near the fea, but indeed not very con- U 
fiderable, for a little higher it is but an ufelefs tor¬ 
rent, which runs thro’abundance of rocks. A lake 
lies clofe to it to the well wards, which is about two o 
leagues round. The water is clear, but very fnal- [I 
low, deep enough however for fome large flat-bot- -J 
tom’d boats, which the Chinefe keep there, like fo r>1 
many floating iflands, where their young people take Is 
their pleafure. In the middle Hands an ifland where \f 
they ufually land, having built there a temple and bj 
fome houfes for their diverflon. Of this lake fome : 1 
relations have made an inchan ted place. I have read \v 
that it was built round with {lately houfes and noble 1 
palaces. This might be ; but if true, a great care II 
was certainly token that not fo much as the leaft ki 

track It 
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track or memory of it fhould remain. But perhaps 
they gave that name to fome wooden thatched dwel- 
1 ngs, in which China does every where abound -, then 
indeed a fhort while might make great alterations, 
for time needs not ufe its utmod efforts to pull them 
down. However, if this city is not fo eminent for 
buildings, it is commendable for being one of the 
beft fltuated in the empire, for the prodigious number 
of its inhabitants, the conveniency of its canals, and 
the great trafhek which is made there in the fined 
filks in the world. 

What is furprifing in China is, that whereas, being 
gone thro’ one of thefe cities, you would fcarce ex- 
peed to meet with the like* you are hardly out of 
fight of it before you are in view of fuch another. 
As for example ; going along the great canal from 
Hamchcu you come to Sucheu, which is not far from 
it, and, if you believe the inhabitants* contains four 
leagues in circuit, being indeed of a vaft extent It 
is alfo the ufual relidence of a viceroy, and has as 
great a trade as any city in the empire. I do not 
find it to be proportionably as populous as thofe I 
have mentioned -, but the fuburbs and multitude of 
boats amaze new comers. Thofe who have the pa¬ 
tience to fpend a few minutes on the water-f.de, and 
view the throngs of people that come to cheapen 
commodities, would imagine it to be a fair, to which 
the whole empire were crouding ; and the officers 
there, tho* not over dridl, are fo bufied in receiving 
the cuftoms, that they are obliged to put off to the 
next day a great many traders, who come to make 
their payments. This continual hurry, among the 
mod covetous nation in the World, fhould, one 
would imagine, occafon frequent quarrels -, but their 
government is fo good, and the Mandarines orders 
fo dridtly obferved, that befdes abufve language, 
in which the Chinefe are very fluent, other injuries 
are feldom offered. Not far from Sucheu, you. 

G 2 meet 
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meet with other cities at fmall diftances from each 
other, fome a league and a half, and fome two 
leagues round. As foon as you are come to the 
river Kiam, you meet with Chinkiam, a town built 
on its banks, one of whofe very fuburbs, which lies 
north-weft, is a large German league in circuit j 
this place is fo populous, that, when I palled thro’ 
it, it was no fmall trouble to me to make my way 
thro’ the crowd, which is ufually as great in thole 
ftreets as here at a folemn proceflion. Overagainft 
it, on the other fide of the river. Hands Qua-cheou 
another great trading town ; a little beyond lies 
Yamcheu, one of the moft remarkable cities in the 
whole empire, which, according to the Chinefe, 
contains two millions of inhabitants. 

If I did not here recal rnyfelf, I fhould unawares 
defcribe all the cities of China ; but deftgning only to 
give your highnefs a general account of their large- 
nefs and number, I fhall, without a needlefs, tedious 
defcending into particulars, .allure your eminency 
that rnyfelf have feen feven or eight of them as big ; 
at leaf: as Paris, befides feveral others where I have : 
not been, which I am allured are not lefs. There 2 
are fourfcore of the firft rank, equal to Lyons or r 
Bourdeaux. Among 260 of the fécond, above a j 
hundred are like Orleance *, and among 1200 of the $ 
third, there are live or fix hundred as confiderable a] 
as Rochel or Angoulefme *, befides an innumerable al 
quantity of villages greater and more populous than iu 
Marenes and St. John de Luz. Thefe, my lord, 1 
are no hyperboles, neither do I fpeak by hear-fay -, j1 
but having travelled in perfon over the greateft part in 
of China, I hope your highnefs will favour me fo .1 

far, as not to queftion the fincerity of my relation. 
I fhall conclude with the feveral ports and havens : 1 

of China, which do not a little contribute to the li 
increafe of its wealth. The Chinefe emperors had :b 
forbid the entrance of them to foreigners ; but the \i 

Tartars, h 
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Tartars, more fond of money than of ancient 
cuftoms, have of late years granted a free accefs to 
all nations. 

The frit beginning fouthwards is Macao, famous 
for the great traffick which the Portugueze formerly 
made there, before the Dutch had expelled them 
out of the greated part of the Indies. They dill 
have a fortrefs in it, but their garrifon is fmall, as 
indeed they are not able to keep a very great one, 
Befides, their bed way to maintain themfeIves in 
this pod is, to ingratiate themfelves with theChinefe, 
by a blind obfequioufnefs to all their commands, 
which they do very wifely. The town, if I may 
fo call a few houfes not inclofed with any walls, is 
built on a narrow uneven foil, on the point of a fmall 
ifland which commands a good road, where diips, 
by the means of feveral other little iflands which lie 
to the windwards, are fecure from any dorm. The 
haven is narrow, but fafe and commodious. All 
the cudoms belong to the emperor ; and tho* the 
Portugueze do dill preferve a form of government 
among themfelves, yet they obey the Mandarines 
in whatfoever bears the lead relation to the Chinefe. 

The fécond haven of this coad is formed by a 
pretty wide river, up the which great vedels can 
go as far as Canton. This place is very convenient 
for foreigners, becaufe the city fupplies them with 
abundance of all kinds of merchandizes and refrefh- 
ments : but the Mandarines are not fond of letting 
them approach too near their walls, led they 
fhould be furprized ; or rather, they are unwilling 
that their merchants fhould deal with ours, fince 
theMandarines fell them the European effects under¬ 
hand, by other perfons whom they employ. 

The province of Fokien, adjoining to that of 
Canton, has another celebrated haven, which they 
call Emoui, from the ifland which forms it, for it 
is, properly fpeaking, but a road lock'd in on the 

G 3 one 
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one hand by the continent, and on the other by 
the laid ifland. The biggeft fhips ride here fecure, 
and the brinks are fo high, that they may come as 
near the fliore as they will. The late great im¬ 
provement of trade in that city invites to it a 
confiderable number of people, and this poil has 
been judged of fuch a confequence, that the em¬ 
peror has for fome years paft kept there a garrifon 
of fix or feven thoufand men under a Ghinefe com¬ 
mander. 

The fourth, called Nimpo, lies in the moil eafter- 
ly part of China *, there it was we landed. The 
entrance is very difficult, and wholly impracticable 
to great vcfiels, the bar at the higheil tides not 
being above 15 foot under water. That place has 
neverthelefs a very great trade ; for thence they 
make a fpeedy voyage to Japan, being but two 
days in their paffiage to Nangazaki. Thither they 
carry ffiks, fugar, drugs and wine, which they ex¬ 
change for gold, hiver and brafs. 

Nimpo is a city of the firh clafs, and was in 
former times very remarkable, but has been much 
damaged by the late wars ; however, it daily regains 
iomething of its former fplendor ; the walls are in a 
good condition, the city and fuburbs well inhabited, 
and the garrifon pretty numerous. The town is 
mil full of a kind of monuments, called by the 
Chinefe Paiiam, or Pailou, and by us triumphal 
arches, which are very frequent in China. 

They conhh in three great arches abreaft, built 
with long marble hones -, that in the middle is much 
higher than the other two. The four columns which 
fupport them are fometimes round, but oftener 
fquare, made of one only hone placed on an irre¬ 
gular bahs. In fome no bails is to be feen, whether 
they never had any, or that thro* age it was funk 
into the ground. They have no capitals, but the 
trank is faftened into the architrave, if we will 
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give that name to fome figures over the pillars. 
The frize is better diftinguifhed, but too high in 
proportion to the reft ; they adorn it with inferip- 
tions, beautiful figures, and embofted fculptures ; 
with knots wrought loofe one within another, with 
flowers curioully carved, and birds flying as it 
were from the ftone, which in my mind are mafter- 
pieces. 

Not that all thefe arches are of this make ; fome 
are fo ordinary that they are not worth the feeing \ 
but others there are which cannot enough be prized. 
Inftead of a cornifh, they have before and behind 
large flat marble ftones like pent-houfes. There 
are fo many of thefe monuments at Nimpo, that 
in fome places they are more a trouble than an orna¬ 
ment, tho* at a diftance they make an agreeable 
profpetft. 

I have omitted the haven of Nankim, which, in 
reafon, becaufe of the breadth and depth of the 
river Kiam, fhould have been firft in order ; but no 
fhips put in there at prefent. I do not know whe¬ 
ther the mouth of the laid river is now choaked up 
with fand j but lure I am, that the whole fleet of 
that famous pyrate, who befieged Nankim during 
the late troubles, pafled it without any difficulty ; 
and perhaps it is to prevent any fitch accident for 
the future, that the Chinefe will not make ufe of it, 
that by degrees it may grow out of knowledge. 

This, my lord, is in general what may be faid of 
the ports, fortrefles and cities of China, the number 
of which is fo great, that fcarce can a traveller di- 
ftinguifh them, they lie fo thick together ^ therefore 
the Chinefe have ever thought that no nation in 
the world was to be compared to them, much like 
thofe people whom the prophet reprefents, faying, 
* This is that great and glorious city which has Jub- 

fifted for fo many years, and faith, I truly am a 

G 4 city, 
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city, and there is none befides me. The Chinefe 
indeed were fomething excufable in this point, fince 
they knew of nothing beyond the feas of Japan and 
forefts of Tartary ^ but what we have told ?em, 
that the wed had alfo its cities and kingdoms, which 
in feveral things exceeds theirs, has very much 
humbled them, being not a little vexed, that their 
title to univerfal monarchy fhould now be questioned, 
after having enjoy’d it above 4000 years. 

Our comfort, my lord, is, that thefe proud cities, 
which ftiled themfelves Ladies of the Univerfe, 
have been forced to open their gates to the gofpel, 
and are partly fubdued by our religion. * Thofe that 
dwelt in high faces have bowed their heads, and the 
Lord has in a holy manner brought low the lofty cities. 
This, my lord, has often fupported me in the midft 
of my labours and travels. I have feen but few 
cities where chriftianity had made no progrefs *, and 
among thofe crowds of worfhippers of Belial, I 
have obferved a chofen people which worfhipped 
the Lord in foirit and truth. Our churches are now 

jl 

the ornament of thofe very cities, which during fo 
many ages had been defiled with idols j and the 
crofs,raifed above their houfes, confounds fuperftition, 
and gains itfelf refpeét from the very Gentiles. 

What then remains, my lord, but that wre labour 
with the utmoft diligence to the perfecting of a work 
worthy the 2eal of the frit apoftles. Woe to thofe 
who are kept there by the care of the head of the 
church, and the liberality of chriftian princes, if 
thro’ negligence, or an ill-grounded cowardice, they 
fail of rendering the inhabitants of thofe va ft cities a 
holy nation. Hitherto, thro5 God’s good grace, the 
minifters of the gofpel have not been afhamed of their 
profeffioo, not before the pagan magiftrates ; and 
when forced by a long exile to quit their beloved 
çhnrches, they all might with St. Paul fay, Tou 

know 
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know I have endeavoured to ferve the Lord in all 
humility, with many tears, and notwithftanding the 
crojfes I have met with from the heathen \ that I have 
hid nothing from you that might he to your advantage, 
no hindrance being ftrong enough to prevent my 
preaching it both in publick and private ; but ra¬ 
ther admonijhing you all to be penitent towards Gody 
and faithful to our Lord Jefus Chrift. 

I know that thofe, who have compofed whole 
volumes to cry down our catholick millions, will 
not agre* to what I have faid. Men, who have 
once profefted themfelves enemies to the orthodox 
doctrine, attack it every where, and make it their 
bulinefs to dander fuch as preach it : but it may 
be a comfort to us, that we have no other ad- 
verfaries but thofe who are fuch • to our 
church, and that we are only blamed by thofe 
whofe praife would be a reproach to us. 

However we ftand in daily need of the aftif- 
tance of our kind protedtars -, for in what part of 
this world can naked truth and diftrefied innocence 
withftand alone the force of inveterate malice ? In 
you, my lord, we hope to find one full of zeal and 
juftice. The approbation of fo great a prince, 
whofe wit, judgment, and uprightnefs are well 
known to all Europe, is able alone to filence 
and confound our enemies. And when it is once 
known that you are in fome concern for our af¬ 
fairs, that you are fenfible of our labours, per- 
fuaded that our defigns are good, and willing to 
contribute to carry them on ♦, none fure will then 
be fo daring and hardened a calumniator as to 
fpeak again ft our millions to China, or refledt on 
our condudt in that country. I am with pro¬ 
found refpedt, 

My Lord, 
Tour Eminence’s moft 

humble and obedient Servant, 
L. J. 
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LETTER IV. 

To the Count de Crecy. 

Of the Clime, Soil, Canals, Rivers, Fruits of 
CHIN A. 

Jkfy Lord, THE French miftionaries to China are fo high- 
ly obliged to your whole family, that among 

the moft important commands, they have honoured 
me with for Europe, that of returning you their 
hearty thanks wras earneftly recommended to my care, 

I know, my lord, that, how great foever your fa¬ 
vours may have been, your feveral employments, and 
the unbounded application with which you ferve his 
majefty, have fomewhat curbed your zeal. 

But what is not owing from us to that other felf of 
yours (pardon the expreflion) whom his blood, 
name, wit, and a thoufand excellait qualifications 
do fo confound with you, that we can fcarce diftin- 
guifh the one from the other ? In all our travels in 
which fome of us have already reckoned above 40000 
leagues, we have not made a ftep without his orders 
and afliftance. His zeal has excited us to noble en- 
terprizes, his prudence directed us how to carry them 
on, his courage (Lengthened us agajnft all oppofition, 
and I hope his unftiaken conftancy will at laft give 
fuccefs to one of the moft noble achievements that 
this age has produced, to our church’s good, to the 
improvement of learning, and to his glory who fways 
the Gallick fcepter. 

Thus, my lord, while you make known his name 
in the feveral courts of Europe, he fpreads yours a- 
broad thro5 the new world, where he is equally re¬ 
verenced by the preachers of the gofpel, whofe fup- 
port he is, and dreaded by thofe of paganifm and 

idolatry. 
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idolatry, whofe ruin he is the occafion of. I the more 
willingly do juftice to his merit, becauie I cannot 
write on a fubjedt more agreeable to your lordfhip 
and if I had not already fpoke of it in private con- 
verfation, I were to blame to give over fo foon. 

But after having indulged a father’s tendernefs, is 
it not time you fhould fatisfy a ftatefman’s curiofity ? 
I have often deferibed Europe to the Chinefe, who 
have admired its politenefs, beauty, and magnifi¬ 
cence ; it is but juft that I make China known 
to that European, who is beft able to judge of its 
true grandeur. I have, my lord, pitched upon the fol¬ 
lowing particulars, being fuch as will give you a true 
idea of that country, and will, perhaps, give fome 
pleafure in the reading. 

China being of a large extent, the nature of the 
foil is different, according to its particular fituation, 
as it lies more or lefs iouthwards. I can however 
affure your lordfhip, that the leaft of its fifteen pro¬ 
vinces is fo populous and fertile, that in Europe 
it would make alone a confiderable ftate ; and a 
prince, who fhould enjoy it, might have wealth 
and fuhje&s enough to content a moderate ambi¬ 
tion. 

This land, like all others, is divided into hills and 
plains *, but the latter are fo even, that one would 
think the Chinefe have ever fin ce the foundation 
of their monarchy been employ’d in nothing elfe 
but levelling them, and making them into gar¬ 
dens ; and their manner of meliorating the ground 
being to let water thro’ it, they could not devife 
a better way to diftribute it equally ; elfe thofe 
parts which lie higheft would have laboured un¬ 
der a continual drought, and the reft lain always 
under water. 

This courfe they take in tilling and manuring 
their hills, for they cut them out like a pair of 
ftairs from the foot to the top, that the rain water 

may 
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may fpread equally, and not wafh down the ground 
with its feeds. 

Thus they have, as it were, forced nature, by 
making artificial plains, where (he had raifed moun¬ 
tains ; and a long feries of fuch hills furrounded and 
crowned, as I may fay, with a hundred fuch ter¬ 
rains, lofing in breadth as they gain in height, and 
whofe foil is as fruitful as that of the bed cultivated 
vallies, mud needs make a very entertaining landskip. 

It is true that their mountains are not for the 
mod part fo dony as ours, their mould is ra¬ 
ther light, porous, and eafily cut ; and, what is 
mod furprizing, fo deep, that in mod provinces 
you may dig three or four hundred feet in depth 
before you come to the rock. This does not a little 
contribute to its goodnefs, becaufe the continual 
tranfpiration of fait fpirits is ever renewing it, and 
this endues the foil with a perpetual fertility. 

Nature has not however been equal in her didri- 
bution, die was lefs lavifh to the provinces of 
Xenfi, Honan, Quamtum, and Fokien. Yet even 
their mountains are not wholly ufelefs, bearing all 
kinds of trees, which grow tall and dreight, and are 
fit for all kinds of building, efpecially for flipping. 
The emperor referves fome for his private ufe, and 
fometimes fends 300 leagues for trees of a prodi¬ 
gious bignefs, of which he makes pillars to his tem¬ 
ples or other publick buildings. 

The inhabitants allb trade much in them, for 
having lopt off all the branches, they tie 80 or 
100 of them together, and faden fo many fuch 
rows one behind another as reach almod a mile, 
which they drag in that manner along the rivers 
and canals till they have fold all *, for they build 
them little convenient houfes on thefe kinds of 
floats, where the timber-merchant, his family, and 
fervents lie during the whole voyage, which k 
fometimes three or four months long. 

They 
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They have other mountains which are of a 
greater and more publick advantage. Thofe pro¬ 
duce iron, tin, brafs, mercury, gold and hiver. It 
is true, the hiver mines are not now made ufe of, 
whether they think the empire is fufficiently flock’d 
with it, or that they are unwilling to facrihce the 
lives of poor people, by putting them upon fo labo¬ 
rious and dangerous a talk. 

As for their gold, the torrents wafh a great 
quantity away into the plains, which proves the 
occahon of a great many peoples livelihood, who 
have no other occupation than to look for it among 
the hand and mud, where they hnd it fo pure, that 
it needs no refining as at Peru. 

If you will believe the Chinefe, who themfelves 
are credulous to an excefs, their mountains have 
wonderful properties. Some, they fay, are ever co¬ 
vered with clouds, while others always continue 
calm and ferene. Some produce none but ufeful, 
wholefome herbs, while not a rank poifonous weed 
can grow there. They affirm, that a hill in the 
province of Xenfi is fhaped like a cock, and crows 
fometimes fo loud, as to be heard three leagues off; 
and that another, in that of Fokien, moves to and 
fro when a florm approaches, like a tree agitated 
with the wind. The hoary heads of others are 
covered with a continual frofl ; and there is one in 
the province of Kiamil, called the Dragon-Tiger, 
becaufe the Bonzes pretend that its upper-part is fhap¬ 
ed like a dragon, and feems to affault the lower that 
is like a tiger. 

That of Fokien efpecially is admired, the whole 
extent of which is nothing elle but a rtprefentation 
of the idol Foé, fo hugely big, that its eyes are 
feveral miles broad, and its nole many leagues in 
length. I cannot fuppole it to be a piece of Chi- 
ncte workmanfhip, tor they would not certainly 
have made its nofe fo big, who love theirs fhould 
be little, which they look upon as a great beauty. 
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The mountain of Xenfi is no lefs wonderful, for 
at the found of a drum, or any other infiniment, 
it breaths out fire and flames, raifes wind, rains, 
florms, and what not : and, to conclude, one in 
the province of Huquam has this ftrange proper¬ 
ty, that it makes thieves fo giddy, that* fhould 
they {leal any thing on it, it would be impoflible 
for them to go off with their booty ; whereas an 
eafy egrefs and regrefs is allowed to fuch as come 
thither with an hofpitable mind. 

China abounds in iuch like curiofities which 
fome of our philofophers admire, and endeavour to 
reduce to natural principles *, but I fhould rather 
advife them to leave that difcuflion to the Chi- 
nefe, who, being the authors, fhould befl know the 
caufes of thefe fancied effedls. 

The idlefl dream, and that to which they give 
mofl faith, is, That there is a dragon of an extra¬ 
ordinary flrength and fovereign power. It is in 
heaven, in the air, on the waters, and ufually a- 
mong the mountains. They alfo believe, that in 
thofe mountains live a fort of men which they call 
the Immortal Race, believing really that they ne¬ 
ver die ; and fome are fo infatuated with this ri¬ 
diculous opinion, that they wander among thofe 
rocks, and there lofe themfelves in quell of im¬ 
mortality. There are feveral famous grotto’s where 
fome Bonzes lead a very auflere life ; but for a 
few that behave themfelves well, abundance, thro’ 
their execrable vices, are grown contemptible to 
perfons of quality, and odious to the people, who 
only tolerate them thro’ a miflaken zeal. 

The mofl famous temples are alfo built on 
mountains. Pilgrims repair thither from 200 leagues 
off, and their number is fometimes fo great, that 
the roads are crowded with them. The women 
efpecially are very exadl in the performance of 
this piece of devotion, for having no other oppor¬ 

tunity 
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tunity of going abroad, they are glad of that pre¬ 
tence. But thefe holy travels being fomewhat pre¬ 
judicial to their virtue, their hulbands are not over¬ 
well pleafed at it -, therefore only your ordinary 
fort of women undertake thefe pilgrimages ; but 
as for perfons of quality, they force their wives 
zeal into a narrower compafs. 

If after having viewed their mountains, we take 
a profpedt of their plains, it muft be confeffed, 
that no art can equal their natural beauty. They 
are all cultivated, and have neither hedge nor 
ditch, nor fcarce a tree, fo much they are afraid 
of lofing an inch of ground. In moft provinces 
they make harveft twice a year, and between 
thofe two feafons they fow herbs and pulfe. 

All the northern and weftem provinces, as Pe¬ 
kin, Xanfi, Xenfi, Suchven, bear wheat, barley, 
feveral kinds of millet, and tobacco, with black 
and yellow peafe, with which they feed horfes 
as we do with oats. Thofe of the fouth, efpeci- 
ally Huquam, Nankim, and Chekiam, are fruitful 
in rice, it being a low, watery country. The 
hufbandmen at firft fow it diforderly, like other 
corn, and when it is grown about two feet from 
the ground, they pull it up by the roots, and 
tranfplant it in a lirait line, in fmall parcels like 
little Iheaves, checquerwife, that the ears may fup- 
port each other, and the eafier refill the wind -, 
fo that thefe plains look more like fpacious gar¬ 
dens than a plain field. 

The foil is proper for all manner of fruits *, it 
bears pears, apples, apricots, peaches, figs, grapes of 
all kinds, and efpecially excellent mulcadines. There 
are alfo pomegranates, walnuts, chefnuts, and ge¬ 
nerally all that we have in Europe. Their olives 
are different from ours they prefs no oil out 
of them, becaufe, perhaps, they are not fit for that 
purpofe, or that the Chinefe have not yet thought 
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of it. Their fruit, generally fpeaking, is not near 
fo good as ours, being wholly flrangers to the 
art of grafting. But they have three kinds of 
melons, which are all excellent : The firft are 
fmall, yellow within, and of a fweet fugar talle, 
which they eat with the rind as we do an ap¬ 
ple : I have not met with thofe any where but in 
the province of Xenfi. The others are very big 
and long, the infide of fome are white, and of o- 
thers red -, though they are full of a cooling juice 
which taftes like fugar ; they never prove offen- 
five, and may be eaten during the greatefl heats of 
fummer, without fear of a furfeit ; thofe are called 
water-melons. The third fort are like our or¬ 
dinary melons. 

Befides the fruits which they have in common 
with us, others grow there which are not known 
in Europe. The moll delicate they call Letchi, 
and is found in the province of Quamtum. It is 
as big as a nut, the {lone is long and big, and 
the meat on it foft and waterifh, but of a mofl 
delicious talle. I know not any fruit in Europe 
that comes near it. All this is inclos’d in a rough 
thin rind, and the whole is fhaped like an egg. 
It is unwholfome to eat a quantity, and of fo 
hot a nature, as to caufe a man’s whole body to 
break out into pimples. The Chinefe dry it with 
the rind, and then it grows black and wrinkled 
like our prunes, and fo it is preferved and eat all 
the year round, being ufed efpecially in tea, to 
which it gives a little fharp talle, more agreeable 
than that of fugar. 

In the fame province, and in that of Fokien, 
grows another fmall fruit which they call Louyen, 
Dragon’s Eye. The tree -that bears it is large as 
thofe which produce our walnuts. This fruit is 
exa&ly round, the outer rind being fmooth and 
grey, but as it ripens it grows yellowifh. The 
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ttieat is white, of a fharp tafte, and very full of 
juice, and is fitter for a dyfert to thofe who have 
well dined, than to fatisfy the hungry ftomach : 
it is very cool and inoffenfive. 

The Séze, another kind of fruit peculiar to China, 
grows almoft iii all parts of it; of this, as of apples, 
there are lèverai kinds. Thofe in the Southern pro¬ 
vinces tafte much like fugar, and melt in one’s 
mouth. In the provinces of Xarift and Xenfi it is 
more firm, bigger, and may eafier be preferved: 
The rind of the former is clear, fmooth, t ran {parent, 
and of a fhining red colour; efpccially when the fruit 
is ripe. Some are in fhape like an egg, but ufually 
bigger ; the feeds are black and flat, and the meat 
very watery and almoft liquid, which they fuck out 
at one of the ends. When they are dried like our 
figs they become mealy, but in time there grows à 
fort of a fugar’d cruft upon them, from which they 4 
receive a moil: delicious flavour. 

Thofe in Xanfi are, as I have faid, much more 
firm, their meat being like that of our apples, but 
of a different colour. Thofe they either gather early* 
to ripen them on ftraw, or dip in fealding water, to 
free them of an ill foiiré tafte which they have at firffc 
gathering. The Chinefe are not over careful of this 
fruit, it being a natural produét of the earth which 
grows in any foil. But did they endeavour to bring 
it to perfection by grafting; I queftion not but it 

. might be made an excellent one. 
I purpofely omit their Anaiia’s, Goyaves, Coco4s 

I and other fruits, for which they are indebted to the 
Indies, and which have been abundantly defetibed in 
other relations ; but I cannot pafs by their oranges, 
commonly known with us by the name of China 
Oranges, becaufe the flrft we faw of that kind came I from thence. The flrft and only tree, out of whofe 
ftock all ours are faid to be produced, is ftill pre¬ 
ferved at Lisbon, in the garden of the count 
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de St. Laurence, and we dre indeed beholding to 
the Portugueze for that delicious fruit -, but they4 
brought only of one kind over, tho’ there be feverai 
in China. 

That which is mod: valued, and fent as a rarity 
to the Indies, is no bigger than a billiard ball ; the 
rind is of a reddifh yellow, fine, clear, and very 
fmooth ; yet the bigger fort feem to me the bed: ; 
thofe of Quamtum especially are very agreeable both 
to our palate and conftitution : They are commonly 
given to fick people, being firil foftened with the 
fire, then filled with fugar, which, incorporating with 
their juice, makes a very fweet wholfome fyrup, 
than which nothing can be better for the lungs. I 
know not how to diftinguifh them from thofe we 
have in Provence, and that are brought from Por¬ 
tugal, unlefs by their being more firm, that they 
are not eafily parted from the rind, neither are they 
divided into fegments like ours, tho3 elfe they do 
not differ in fhape. 

When I was at Siam, mod: of my countrymen 
Were tranfported with the goodnefs of certain oranges 
whofe rind is rough, thick, almod: all over green. 
They may perhaps be willing to know if China can 
fhew any as good. As to matter of tafte, a man 
does not always agree with himfelf, much lefs can 
he do fo with others. All I can fay to it is, that 
each is excellent in its kind, and that ufually the lad: 
eaten feem bed: tafted. 

Lemons, citrons, and what the Indians call Pam- 
pelimoufes, are very common there, and therefore 
not fo much regarded as in Europe j but they culti¬ 
vate with a great deal of care a particular fpecies of 
lemon-trees, whofe fruit being no bigger than a wal¬ 
nut, perfectly round, green and fharp, are excellent 
In -all kinds of ragouds, and thefe fhrubs they often 
plant in boxes to $dom their courts and halls 
therewith. 

But 
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But of all the trees that grow in China, that 
which produces tallow is in my opinion the moll pro¬ 
digious. This very proportion is no doubt furprifing, 
and, there being no where elfe any thing like it, will 
feem a paradox ^ yet there is nothing more true, and 
perhaps, my lord, a particular account of the nature 
and properties of fo extraordinary a tree will not 
be unwelcome. 

It is about the height of our cherry-trees, the 
branches are crooked, the leaves fhaped like a heart, 
of a lively brifk red, its bark fmooth, the trunk 
fhort, and the head round and very thick. The 
fruit is inclofed within a rind divided into three 
fegments, which open when it is ripe, and difeover 
three white kernels of the bignefs of a fmallnut. 
All the branches are very thick of it, and this mix¬ 
ture of white and red makes at a diftance the fined: 
profpeél in the world -, the fields where thefe trees 
are planted, which they ufually are in a diredt line 
and chccquerwife, (hewing a far off like a vafl parterre 
of flower-pots. 

But the wonder is, that this kernel ha$ all the qua¬ 
lities of tallow -, its odour, colour, and confiftency ; 
and they alfo make candles of it, mixing only a little 
oil when they melt it to make the fluff more pliant. 
If they knew how to purify it as we do our tallow 
here, I doubt not but their candles might be as good 
as ours ; but they make them very awkwardly, fo 
that their fmell is much flronger, their fmoak thicker, 
and their light dimmer than ours. 

It is true, the fault does not a little lie in the 
wiek -, for inftead of cotton, tho* they are well 
flocked with that commodity, they ule afmall flick 
of a dry light wood, wrapp’d round with the inner 
part of a rufn, which is very porous, and thereby 
fitted for the filtration of the final 1 particles of that 
oleous matter by which the flame is preferved. This 
wooden wiek, b;fid.es that it does .not burn fo clear 
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as cotton, increafes the fmoak, and caufes an oiretl- 
five fmell. 

Among the trees peculiar to the country I arn 
fpeaking of, I muft not omit thole which bear pep¬ 
per, not like that which we make ufe of in Europe, 
but another fort of feed endued with the fame qua¬ 
lities. They grow on a tree like thofe which bear 
our walnuts, about as big as a pea, and of a greyifti 
colour, with little red ftreaks ; when they are ripe 
they open of themfelves, and difeover a little done 
as black as jet, calling a ftrong fmell very offenlive 
to the head, for which reafon they gather them by 
intervals, not being able to remain on the tree any 
confiderable time. EXaving expofed thefe grains to 
the fun, they call away the Hone, which is too hot 
and ftrong, and only ufe the reft, which, tho’ not 
quite fo agreeable as our pepper, is however of good 
ufe in lauces. 

That you may better judge of the fertility of that 
vaft empire, be pleafed, my lord, to take notice, 
that there is no place in the world like it for the 
abundance of roots and pulle ; it is almoft the only 
food of the inhabitants, who omit nothing to have 
them good. It would be too tedious to give you a 
lift of all thofe différent herbs ; for befides thofe we 
have here, their ground brings forth feveral others 

-unknown to us, on which they fet a greater value. 
Their care and dexterity herein is beyond all our 
gardeners performances -, and, if our walks excel 
theirs, they exceed us in their kitchen garden. 

Tho* this fubjeét, common in itfelf, and not worth 
vour notice, yields no great rarity, I cannot for¬ 
bear fpeaking of a kind of onions which I have feen ; 
they do not feed like ours, but towards the latter 
end of the feafon their leaves bear fome fmall f la¬ 
ments, in the midft of which is a white onion like 
that in the ground. This does in time produce its 
leavesq and thofe a like head* and fo on* which 

grow 
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grow lefs and fhorter as they are farther from the 
ground -, the dimenfions are fo juft, and the pro¬ 
portions fo exa<5t, that one would think them arti¬ 
ficially done *, and it feems as if nature were minded 
to fhew us that, even fporting, it can exceed the (kill 
of the niceft artift. i 

If what has been written of what they call Pet ft 
were true, it would be a great wonder. It is a kind 
ot Lenufar, that grows under water, whole root is 
faftened to a white matter covered with a red fkin, 
that divides itfelf into feveral heads,which,when frefh, 
tafte like a fmall nut. I have been allured that it 
has this property, that it foftens brafs, and as it 
were renders it eatable, if a piece of the metal be 
put into the mouth with one of this plant. 

This feemed the ftranger to me, becaufe the juice 
which ifiues from it is very mild and cooling, and 
not endued with any of thole corroftve qualities 
which feem neceftary to work fuch an effect. 
As foon as we were arrived at Hamcheu, where 
this Petfi is much eaten, we had the curioftty to 
inquire into the truth of it and to that purpofe 
took a piece of their money, which was made of 
a very brittle fort of molten brafs, and wrapp’d it up 
in a ftice of this root one of us, who had ft ronger 
teeth than the reft, broke it into feveral pieces, 
which the others, loath to ftrain their jaws, had 
not been able to do ; but thefe broken pieces were 
as hard as ever, which made us think that the root 
had indeed no other virtue, than that by being 
wrapp’d round the brafs it faved his teeth, which a 
piece of leather might have done as well. We 
often repeated the experiment at Kiahim, but with 
no better fuccefs i fo true it is that thefe mighty 
wonders fhould be heard twice, before they are 
once believed. 

Tho’ China Were not of itfelf fo fruitful a coun¬ 
try as I have reprefented it, the canals5 which are 
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cut thro* it, were alone fufRcient to make it fo : 
but befides their great ufefulnefs in watering the 
country, and farthering trade, they add alfo much 
beauty to it. They are generally of a clear, deep, 
and running water, that glides fo foftly that it 
can fcarce be perceived. There is one ufually in 
every province, which is to it inflead of a road, 
and runs between two banks, built up with flat 
eoarfe marble ftones, bound together by others 
which are let into them, in the fame manner as 
we ufe to fallen our ftrong wooden boxes at the 
corners. 

So little care was taken, during the wars, to pre- 
ferve works of publick ufe, that this, tho’ one of 
the nobleft in the empire, was fpoiled In feveral 
places, which is a great pity -, for they are of no little 
ufe, both to keep in the waters of thefe canals, 
and for thofe to walk on who drag the boats along. 
Befides thefe caufeys they have the conveniency of 
a great many bridges for the communication of the 
eppofite fhores ; feme are of threej fome five, and 
fome feven arches, the middlemoft being always 
extraordinary high, that the boats may go through 
without putting down their mails. Thefe arches 
are built with large pieces of ilone or marble, and 
very well framed, the fupporters well fitted, and 
the piles fo fmall that one would think them at a 
diftance to hang in the air. There are many of thofe 
bridges, fo that where the canal runs in a {trait 
line, as they ufually do, it makes a profpedive at 
once (lately and agreeable. 

This great canal runs out into fmaller ones ori 
either fide, which are again fubdivided into fmall 
rivulets, that end at fome great toWn or village : 
fometimes they difeharge themfelves into fome lake 
or great pond, out of which all the adjacent country 
is watered ^ fo that thefe clear and plentiful dreams, 
embeilifhed by fo many fine bridges, bounded by 
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fuch neat and convenient banks, equally diftributed 
into fuch vaft plains, covered with a numberlefs 
multitude of boats and barges, and crowned (if I 
may ufe the expreflion) with a prodigious number 
of towns and cities, whofe ditches it fills, \ and 
whofe ftreets it forms, does at once make that 
country the moft fruitful and the moft beautiful in 
the world. 

Surprifed, and as it were aftonifhed at fo noble 
a fight, I have fometimes bore a fecret envy to 
China in Europe’s behalf, which muff own that it 
can boaft nothing in that kind to be compared to 
her. What would it be then, if that art which in 
the wildeft and mod unlikely places has raifcd mag¬ 
nificent palaces, gardens and groves, had been em¬ 
ployed in that rich land, to which nature has been 
lavifh of her moft precious gifts ? 

The Chinefefay their country was formerly totally 
overflowed, and that by main labour they drained 
the v/ater by cutting it a way thro’ thefe ufeful 
canals. If this be true, I cannot enough admire at 
once the boldnefs and induftry of their workmen, 
who have thus made great artificial rivers, and of a 
kind of a fea, as it were, created the moft fertile 
plains in the world. 

It will fcarce be believed, that men fo ignorant in 
the principles of phyficks, and the art of levelling, 
could bring fuch a work as that to perfection yet it 
is certain that thefe canals were dug by men -, for- 
they are ufually ftrait, the diftribution is equal and 
orderly ; there are flood-gates made for the rivers to 
let in their water at, and others to let it out when 
they are too full *, fo that ;t cannot be doubted but 
that the Chinefe are only beholding to their own 
induftry for that great conveniency. 

Among all thofe canals in the fouthern provinces, 
one above the reft is called the Great Canal, becaufe 

jt goes thro’ the whole country from Canton, which 
H 4 lies 
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lies fouthward to Pekin, fituated in the mo ft 
northerly parts of the empire. You muft only 
travel a fhort day?s journey by land to crofs the hill 
Moilin, that does on one fide bound the province of 
Kiamff From this mountain iffue two rivers *, one 
runs fouthwards to the fea, and the other northwards 
as far as the river of Nankim, whence by the yellow 
river, and feveral canals, you may proceed by water 
to the very mountains of Tartary. 

But, by reafon in this huge extent of ground, of 
above four hundred leagues in length, the earth is 
not level, or, hath not a defcent proportionable to 
the emanation of the waters, it was neceffary to fet 
a great number of fluices a work. They call them 
lo in the relations, notwithftanding they be much 
different from purs. They are water-falls, and as it 
were certain torrents, that are precipitated from one 
canal into another, more or lefs rapid, according to 
the difference of their level : Now, to caufe the 
barques to afcend, they make ufe of a great company 
of men, who are maintained for that purpofe near 
the fluice. After they have drawn cables to the right 
and left to lay hold of the barque, in fuch a manner 
that it cannot efcape from them, they have feveral 
capftans, by the help of which they raife it by little 
and little, by the main force of their arms, till 
fuch time as it be in the upper canal, in a condition 
to continue its voyage whither it is bound. This 
fame labour is tedious, toilfome, and exceeding dan¬ 
gerous. They would be wonderfully furprifed, 
fnould they behold with what eafinefs one man alone, 
who opens and fhuts the gates of our fluices, makes 
the longed and heavieft laden barques feurely to 
alcend and defend. 

I have obferved in fome places of China, where the 
waters of two canals or channels have no commu¬ 
nication together, yet for all that, they make the 

boats to pais from the one to the other, notwithftand- 
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the level may be different above fifteen feet : 
and this is the way they go to work. At the end of 
the canal they have built a double Glacis, or doping 
bank of free-ftone, which, uniting at the point, ex¬ 
tends itfelf on both Tides up to the furface of the 
water. When the barque is in the lower channel, they 

hoift it up by the help of feveral capftans to the 
plane of the firft Glacis, fo far, till, being raifed to the 
point, it falls back again by its own weight along the 
fécond Glacis, into the water of the upper channel, 
where it fkuds away during a pretty while, like an 
arrow out of a bow -, and they make it defeend af¬ 
ter the fame manner proportionably. I cannot ima¬ 
gine how thefe barques, being commonly very long 
and heavy laden, efcape being fplit in the middle, 
when they are poifed in the air upon this acute an¬ 
gle -, for, confidering that length, the lever muff 
needs make a ftrange effeét upon it ; yet do Ï hot 
hear of any ill accident happen thereupon. Ï have 

I pafs’d a pretty many times that way, and all the 
l caution they take, when they have no mind to Igo afhore, is, to tie themfelves faff to fome ca¬ 

ble for fear of being tofs’d from prow to poop. 
We meet with no fuch fluices in the grand canal, 

| bçcaufe the emperor’s barques, that are as large as our 
frigots, could not be railed by force of arm, nay, 
and would infallibly be fplit in the fall -, all thq 
difficulty confifts in furmounting thefe torrents, of 
which I have fpoken -, yet this is what they per¬ 
form fuccefsfully, tho’ not without fome trouble 
and expence. 

Thefe water-paffages, as they call them, are ne- 
l' ceffary for the tranfportation of grain and ftuffs, 

which they fetch from the fouthern provinces to 
Pekin. There are, if we may give credit to the 
Chinefe, a thoufand barques, from eighty to an 
hundred tun, that make a voyage once a year, 
^1} qf them freighted for the emperor, without 

counting 
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counting thofe of particular perfons, whofe num¬ 
ber is infinite. When thefe prodigious fleets fet 
out, one would think they carry the tribute of all 
the kingdoms of the Eaft, and that one of thofe 
voyages alone was capable of fupplying all Tar¬ 
tary wherewithal to flibfift for feveral years : yet 
for all that, Pekin alone hath the benefit of it ; 
and it would be as good as nothing, did not the 
province contribute befides to the maintenance of 
the inhabitants of that vaft city. 

The Chinefe are not only content to make 
channels for the convenience of travellers,, but 
they do alfo dig many others to catch the rain¬ 
water, wherewith they water the fields in time of 
drought, more efpecially in the northern provinces. 
During the whole fummer, you may fee your coun¬ 
try people bulled in railing this water into abun¬ 
dance of fmall ditches, which they contrive acrofs 
the field. In other places they contrive great re- 
fervatories of turf, whofe bottom is raifed above 
the level of the ground about it, to ferve them 
in cafe of neceflity. Befides, they have every 
where in Xenfi and Xanfi, for want of rain, cer¬ 
tain pits from twenty to an hundred feet deep, 
from which they draw water by an incredible toil. 
Now, if by chance they meet with a fpring of 
water, it is worth obferving how cunningly they 
hufband it ; they fuftain it by banks in the high- 
eft places ; they turn it here and there an hun¬ 
dred different ways, that all the country may 
reap the benefit of it ; they divide it, by draw- 
it by degrees, according as every one hath occa¬ 
sion for it, infomuch that a fmall rivulet, well 
managed, does fometimes produce the fertility of 
a whole province. ^ 

The rivers of China are no lefs conliderable than 
its canals $, there are two efpecially, which the rela¬ 

tions have made famous. The firft is called Kiam 
or’ 
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or Yamçe, which they commonly tranflate the Sou 
of the Sea : But I am afraid they are miftaken ; 
for the letter, with which the Chinefe write Yam* 
is different from that which fignifies the Sea, al- 
tho’ the found and pronunciation may have fome af¬ 
finity : amongft feveral fignifications that this letter 
may have, that which they gave it in former times 
makes for our purpofe. Under the reign of the 
emperor Yon, it fignified a province of China, li¬ 
mited by this river on the north ; and it is fome- 
what probable, that they gave this fame name to 
the river, becaufe the prince drain’d all the water 
that overflow’d the whole country into it. 

This flood takes its rife in the province of Yun¬ 
nan, crofles the provinces of Suchven, Huquam, 
and Nankim ; and after it hath watered four 
kingdoms, far and wide for 400 leagues together, 
it diflmbogues into the eaft fea, overagainft the ifle of 
Cummim, which was made by the fand and mud 
which this river bears along with it -, the Chi¬ 
nefe have a proverb amongft them, that fays, 
“ The Sea hath no bounds, and the Kiam no 
lc bottom, f ” And, in truth, in fome places there 
is none to be found -, in others, they pretend there 
is two or three hundred fathom water. I am 
neverthelefs perfuaded, that their pilots, that carry 
not above fifty or fixty fathom cord at longeft, 
never had the curiofity to found fo deep as three 
hundred fathom * and the impoflibility of finding 
the bottom, with their ordinary plummet, is fuf- 
ficient, in my opinion, to incline them to fuch like 
hyperbole’s. 

I have many times failed upon this river *, I have 
moreover diligently obferved its courfe and breadth 
from Nankim, to the mouth of another river, into 
which men enter to purfue their way to Canton. 
Jt is off of Nankim thirty leagues from the fea, a 

f Haï i’ou pirn ; Kiam 1'ou ti; 
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Httle half league broad ; the paflage along it ïs 
dangerous, and becomes more and more infamous 
every day for its fhipwrecks. In its courfe, which is 
exceeding rapid, it forms a great number of ifles, 
all of them very beneficial to the province, by rea- 
fon of that multitude of bulrufhes ten or twelve 
foot high, that it produceth, ferving for fuel to all 
the cities thereabouts *, for they have fcarce wood 
enough for buildings and fhips. They yield a 
great revenue, and the emperor draws confiderable 
duties from them. 

The rivers, which the torrents of the mountains 
do fometimes fwell extraordinarily, grow fo rapid, 
that many times they bear away the ifles with them, 
or lefien them by the half, and form other new 
ones in fbme other place *, and one cannot but ad¬ 
mire to fee them change place in fuch a fhort time. 
Juft as if by diving they had pafs’d under water 
from one place to another. Thefe great alterations 
do not always happen *, but there is obferved 
fudh confiderable change every year, that the Man¬ 
darines, left they fhould be miftaken, get them to 
be meafured every three years, to augment or di- 
minifh the impofts or duties, according to the con¬ 
dition they are found to be in. 

The fécond river of China is called Hoambo, 
as much as to fay, the Yellow River, becaufe the 
earth it fweeps away with it, efpecially in times of 
great rains, gives it that colour. I have feen a great 
many others, whofe waters, at certain feafons of the 
year, are fo ove* charged with flime, and fo grofs 
and thick, that they rather refemble torrents of 
mud than real rivers. The Hoambo takes its fource 
at the extremity of the mountains that bound the 
province of Suchven in the weft : from thence it 
throws itfelf into Tartary, where it flows for fome 
time all along the great wall, at which it re-enters 
China, between the ~provinces of Xanfi and Xenfl.' 
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After that it waters the province of Honan, and when 
it hath run crofs one part of the province of Nankim, 
and flowed above 600 leagues ihto the land, it dif- 
inlbogueS at length into the eaft fea, not far from 
the mouth of Kiam. I have crofs’d it, and coalbed it 
in divers places ; it is every where very broad and 
rapid, yet neither deep nor navigable to fpeak of. 

This river hath in former times caufed great de¬ 
flation in China, and they are {bill forced, to this 
very day, to keep up the waters in certain places by 
long and fbrong banks, which notwithftanding does 
not exempt the cities thereabouts from apprehenfions 
of inundation. So likewife have they been careful 
in the province of Honan, the ground lying ve¬ 
ry low thereabouts, to furround the greateft part 
of the cities, about a mile from the walls, with a 
terrafs, cafed with turf, to prevent being furpris*ci 
by accidents and cafualties in cafe the bank be 
broken, as happened about fifty-two years ago. 
For the emperor, endeavouring to force a rebel 
(who, for a long time laid clofe fiege to the city 
of Honan) to draw off, caufed one part of the 
banks to be broken down, thereby to drown the 
adverfe army. But the relief, he afforded the city, 
proved more fatal than the fury of the befiegers 
would have been -, the whole province almofb was 
laid under water, together with many cities and 
abundance of villages, above three hundred thou- 
fand perfons drowned in the metropolis, amonglb 
whom were fome of our miflionaries, who at that 
time had a numerous flock of chrifbians, and there¬ 
by loft their church and their lives. 

The low country ever fince is become a kind of a 
marfh or lake -, not but that they have fome defign to 
repair this lofs, but the undertaking is difficult and 
very expenfive. The fovereign court, that takes care 
of publick works, importuned the emperor more 
than once to fend father Verbieft thither, and perad- 

venturc 
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venture, that prince would have consented thereto 
at laft, but he difcovered that the Mandarines made 
ufe of this pretence, to remove the father at a di- 
ftance from court, and that their defign was to en¬ 
gage him in a difficult enterprize, that was enough 
to deftroy him ; or out of which he could never 
have difintangled himfelf with any honour. 

There is to be fen in China abundance of other 
rivers left famous, but yet more commodious for 
commerce and trade. 

Since they afford nothing uncommon, it would be 
to abufe your patience, fir, to defcend to the particu¬ 
lars. As to what concerns fountains, it were to be 
wifh’d there were more of them, and better. ’Tis cer¬ 
tain that their ufual waters are not good, which, per¬ 
haps, hath obliged the inhabitants, efpecially in the 
fouthem provinces, to drink it always warm ; but 
becaufe warm water is unpalatable and naufeous, 
they bethought themfelves of putting fome leaves of 
a tree to it, to give it a gufto. Thofe of tea feemed to 
be the beft, and fo they frequently make ufe of it. 

It may be alfo, that God Almighty, whofe provi¬ 
dence hath fo univerfally provided for the wants of 
his people, and, if I may be bold to fay it, for their 
delight and pleafure, would not deprive China of 
that which is neceflâry to life ; fo that for to fup- 
ply the defeft of wells and fountains, which the 
nature of the ground hath made every where 
fait and brackifh, he hath been pleafed to produce 
that fpecies of a particular tree in abundance, whofe 
leaves ferve not only to purge the waters from their 
noxious qualities, but alfo to make them wholfome 
and pleafant. 

We are allured that there are to be found in China, 
amongft fountains, feveral that flow and ebb as re¬ 
gularly as the fea doth.; whether it be that they 
have fome communication with the ocean by 
certain fubterraneous conveyances and conduits, or 

whether 
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Whether it be in pafiing through certain earths, 
they are impregnated with faits and fpirits apt to 
caufe this fermentation, I leave others to deter¬ 
mine. 

Since I have begun to fpeak of the different waters 
of China, I cannot pafs over in filence the lakes and 
ponds that are every where almoft to be feen in all 
the provinces. Thofe, that are produced in winter 
by the torrents from the mountains, lay wafte the 
fields, and render the whole country during fummer 
barren, Tandy, and full of flints. Thofe, that arile 
from fprings, abound in fifh, and yield a considerable 
revenue to the emperor by the fait they afford. 
There is one of them amongft the reft, if I be not 
miftaken it is in Xanfi, in the middle whereof ap¬ 
pears a fmall iftand, where people divert themfelves, 
during the exceftive heat, cooling themfelves, by 
throwing water into the air and making artificial 
rain. They find here a cruft of a certain fait very 
white, and of a pleafant fcent, which they continue 
nil the fummer long, with that fuccefs, that the 
fait would be Sufficient for the whole province, if it 
were as fait as that of the fea*, they commonly make 
life of it to feafon meat withal. 

Altho* I have not feen all thofe famous lakes in 
China, whereunto hiftorians afcribe fo many miracles, 
yet Shall I relate Something which I do not care to 
Warrant for gofpel ; which,neverthelefs, will let yon 
underftand the genius of the country, where people 
fo eafily give credit to what Seems moft incredible. 

In the province of Fokien there is one whofe water 
is green, and changes iron into copper. They have 
built a palace upon the banks of another not far 
diftant from the former, in an apartment of which 
one hears the ringing of bells every time Heaven 
threatens a ftorm. There are waters in the province 
ot Qnamtum that change colour every year. In 
fummer and in winter they are very clear -, in autumn 
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they turn blue, but of fuch a fine blue, that people 
make ufe of it to dye fluffs. 

y , 

In that place is to be feen a mountain full of 
caverns, whofe very afpedt is very terrible, in which 
is found a lake of that nature, that, if one throw a 
{lone into it, one may hear a noife like thunder 5 
fometime after there arifeth a grofs mill, which im¬ 
mediately difiolves into water. 

But the mofl famous of them all is, that of the 
province of Yunnan. The Chinefe would make 
you believe that this lake came all on the fudden, 
during an earthquake that fwallowed up all the 
country with its inhabitants. This was a juft judg¬ 
ment upon them for their wickednefs, for they 
were very difiblute livers. Of all that were there 
at that time, there was but one child that wasfaved, 
which they found in the middle of the lake borne up 
upon a piece of wood. 

In the file of Haynan, belonging to China, there 
is a fort of water, whether it be lake or fountain, I 
know not, that petrifies fifh. I myfelf have brought 
over crawfifh, that, preferving their intire natural 
figure, are fo far changed into flone, that the claws 
and body of them are very hard, very folid, and 
little differing from flone. Thefe w'onders of nature 
are not fo far particular to China, but the like may 
be met with elfewhere ; and if one does not credit 
all the Chinefe relate, it is not becaufe there is fome- 
times no foundation for their flories ; but becaufe 
they have fomewhat of the air of fable and hyper¬ 
bolical in them, that wrould make a man even fufpeét 
the truth itfelf. 

I wifh, with all my heart, fir, I were able to ex¬ 
plain all the kinds of fifh that the rivers and lakes 
furniih them with, as well as thole that are caught 

. O 

upon their coafls (lo that I might fully fatisfy the 
(ubjedt I have undertaken), but to tell you the 
truth, I am not well enough informed to engage 

myfelf 
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myfelf upon a particular relation of them ; I have 
fen, as far as I can guefs, all the fifh in China, that we 
have in France : I have taken notice of a great many 
others that I did not know, not fo much as their 
names, that is all I can fay of it : befides that I fhall 
confirm to you, what pofiibly you may have read in 
the relations touching the fifh. they call the golden 
and filver fifh, that are found in divers provinces, 
which are a great beauty and ornament to the courts 
and gardens of great perfons. 

They are commonly of a finger’s length, and of 
a proportionable thicknefs ; the male is of a moft 
delicate red, from the head to the middle of the 
body, and further ; the reft, together with the tail, 
is gilded, but with fuch a glittering and burnifti’d 
gold, that our real gildings cannot come near it. 
The female is white, its tail, nay and one part of 
its body, perfeétly wafhM over with filver ; the tail 
of both of them is not even and flat as that of other 
fifh, but fafhioned like a nofegay, thick and long, 
which gives a particular grace to this pretty animal, 
and fets it off, being befides perfectly well propor¬ 
tioned. 

Thofe, who would breed them, ought to have 
great care, for they are extraordinary tender, and 
fenfible of the leaft injuries of the air. They put 
them into a great balon, fuch as are in gardens, very 
deep and large, at the bottom of which they are 
wont to place an earthen pot turned upfide down, 
full of holes on the fides, that they may retire into 
it when it is very hot weather, and by that means 
fhelter themfelves from the fun. They likewife 
throw upon the furface of the water fome particular 
herbs that keep always green, and maintain the 
coolnefs. This water is to be changed two or three 
times a week, yet fo that frefh water may be put 
in, according as the bafon is emptied, which muft 
never be left dry. If one be obliged to remove the 

1 fiih 
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fifh from one vafe to another, great care muft be 
taken not to touch them with the hand ; all thofe 
that are touched die quickly after, or fhrivel up ; 
you muft for that purpofe make ufe of a little thread 
purfe, faftened at the upper end of a hoop, into 
which they are infen fibly engaged ; when they are 
once got into it of themfelves, one muft take heed 
of hurting them, and be fure to hold them ftill iri 
the firft, which empties but flowly, and gives time 
to tranfport them to the other water. Any great 
noife, as of a cannon, or of thunder, too ftrong a 
fmell, too violent a motion, are all very hurtful to 
them ; yea, and fometimes occafion their dying ; as 
I have obferved at fea every time they difcharged 
the cannon, or melted pitch and tar : befides, they 
live almoft upon nothing ; thofe infenfible worms 
that are bred in the water, or thofe fmall earthly 
particles that are mix’d with it, fuftice in a manner 
to keep them alive. They do, notwithstanding., 
throw in little balls of pafte now and then, but there 
is nothing better than a wafer, which fteep’d makes 
a kind of pap, of which they are extremely greedy* 
which indeed is very fuitable to their natural delicacy 
and tendernefs. In hot countries they multiply very 
much, provided care be taken to remove their eggs, 
which fwim upon the water, which the fifh moft 
commonly eat: They place them in a particular 
vafe expofed to the fun, and there they preferve 
them till the heat hatcheth them ; the fifh come out 
of a black colour, which fome of them keep ever 
after, but it is changed by little and little in other 
colours, into red, white, gold, and filver, according 
to their different kind : the gold and filver begins at 
the extremity of the tail, and expand themfelves 
fomewhat more or lefts, according to their particular 
diipolition. 

All this, fir, and other marvels of the univerfe, 
makes us acknowledge the finger of God every 

where* 
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•where, who for our fakes hath embellifhed the 
world many thoufand ways. He is not only con¬ 
tent to enlighten the heavens, and enrich the earth, 
but defeends into the abyffes, into the very waters, 
where he hath left fome footfleps of his profound 
wifdom ; and not to mention thofe prodigious mon¬ 
gers, that feem to be made to aftonifh nature, he 
hath likewife created thofe wonderful fifh I but now 
deferibed, which, as little as they are, yet by their 
fingular beauty are the fubjedl of our admiration, 
and furnifh us with fome faint ideas of the greatnefs 
of the wife Creator. 

Thus I have prefented you, fir, in a compendium, 
the draught, and as it were the map of that coun¬ 
try, which I defignM to give you fome knowledge 
of ; thefe are but the outfide, and, if I may fo fay, 
but the body of that empire, whofe foul and fpirit 
is difpers’d thro* its inhabitants. Peradventure, 
when you fhall have read what I have writ to you 
about it, you will be apt to inquire what people they 
be who are fo happy as to receive the greatefl, fairefl, 
and moft fertile portion of the earth for their inheri¬ 
tance ; fuch a land, in a word, that it wants nothing 
to make it a real Land of Promife, but to be culti¬ 
vated by God’s people, and inhabited by true If- 
raelites indeed. If we had nothing, as the Hebrews 
had, but the red-fea and wildernels to go through, 
probably forty years might fuffice to bring it under 
îubjeétion to the gofpel : but that vafl extent of 
Teas, thofe infinite and unpradlicable land journies, 

1 that were capable of putting a flop to Mofes and the 
prophets, are a great flop to the zeal of the mini- 
ilcrs of Jefus Chrifl, and leflen the number of hi? 
new apoffles. 

Oh ! that I could, as the Hebrews did, whom 
Mofes fent to difeover the Promifed Land, reprefent 
the immenfe richnef?, and moil precious harveft that 
China promifes to the labourers in the vineyards, wc 

I 2 have 
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have hopes that probably the profpeCt of fuch an 
abundant crop might in time prevail with all Europe 
to come and reap it -, at lead, I hope that my tefti- 
mony will not be infignificant, and that the more 
than ordinary zeal of the fmall company of miffi- 
onaries, that fhall fucceed me, will make amends for 
the vaft number of thofe which fuch a vaft empire 
might demand « 1 am, with all the refpeCt imagi- 
liable, 

SIR, 
Tour moft humble, 

r and mofi affectionate Servant] 

L. J. 
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LETTER V, 

To the Marquis de Torfi, Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs. 

Of the peculiar Character of the Chinefe Nation] 
its Antiquity, Nobility, Manners, æW /7j good and 
bad Qualities. 

My Lord, 

SEeing in the employment wherewith the king 
hath honoured you, and which you do already 

tilfcharge with fo much wifdom, nothing can contri¬ 
bute more to promote you to that high pitch of 
perfection, that all Europe expeCts from you, than 
the exaCt knowledge of the manners and genius of 
foreigners, I could imagine no lefs than that, by 
ordering me to write to you concerning the empire 
of China, you did particularly defire to learn what 
was the character of its inhabitants* 

It 
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It is true, if we judge of the future by preceding 
reigns, fuch informations would perhaps (land you 
in np ftead. Hitherto France hath had nothing to 
do with that people, and nature feems to have placed 
them at fuch a diftance from us, on purpofe that 
we might have no concern with them. But under 
the reign of Lewis the Great, for whom nature her- 
felf hath fo often changed her laws, is any thing 
impoftible? Nay, will not Heaven, which feems to 
have employed all nations to make him renowned, 
oblige China, as proud and haughty as it is, to con¬ 
tribute fomething to his glory ? 

It is in all human probability, under your mini- 
ftry, my lord, that we fhall behold the moft flourifh- 
ing and mighty empire of the Weft, unite itfelf with 
the moft puiftant realm in all Europe. And perhaps, 
if it had not been for this fatal war, the dire confe- 
quencesof which have expanded themfelves as far as 
the extremities of the univerfe, you would e’re this 
have given audience to the envoys of a prince, who 
never acknowledged any other fovereign beftdes 
himfelf in the world. This negotiation, fo glo¬ 
rious for you, and fo much conducing to the efta- 
blifhment of religion, which the iniquity of the times 
hath hitherto interrupted, may be hereafter fet afoot 
again -, and it is on purpofe to difpofe and incline you 
to the fame, that I prefume to take the liberty, my 
lord, to let you underftand the chara&er of thofe 
who are to be employed therein. 

The Chinefe are fo ancient in the world, that it 
fares with them as to their original, as with great 
rivers whofe fource can fcarce be difcovered. It is 
neceflary for that purpofe, to look back farther than 
all our prophane hiftories, for their chronology fur- 
pafles even tfe common account of the creation ot 
the world. 

It is very true, the vulgar hiftory of that grand 
monarchy is not only dubious, but maiiifeftlv falfe, 
^ — I 3 w 
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for it computes forty thoufand years fince the foun- 
dation of the empire ; but the account, given by the 
learned and judicious among them, comes fo well 
confirmed, fo evidently proved, and eftablifhed by 
fo confiant a tradition, that one cannot call it in 
queftion among them, without palling for ridiculous, 
and as they themfelves exprefs it, for heretical. 

According to this hiftory, which none of their 
learned men ever queftioned, China hath had its 
kings for above four thoufand years, that have con- 
tinued to this prefent time without any interruption» 
The fame family hath not been always feated upon 
the throne -, there have been twenty-two different fa¬ 
milies, that have produced two hundred and thirty fix 
emperors. Several docfiors carry this monarchy back 
fix hundred years higher ; their opinion depends on 
probable grounds, but we may relie upon the firft ; 
which makes very much for the grandeur and nobi¬ 
lity of China, fince five or fix hundred years, more 
or lefs, does not produce any notable diminution in 
its antiquity. 

Certainly, after all the inquiries and examinations 
that have been made into this chronology, it is no 
longer left to our liberty to doubt of it, than of the 
hiftories that are the mo ft authentickly received a- 
mongft us : and it ought fo much the rather to be 
believed, forafmuch as it was incapable of admitting 
any alteration from foreigners ; forafmuch as it was 
always current amongft the knowing men of the 
country, for true, fure, and unconteftable, becaufe 
it is written in a natural, plain, unaffected ftile, that 
carries with it that air of verity that ever perfuades s 
and befides, Confucius, efteemed for his great ca¬ 
pacity, fincerity and uprightn efs, never doubted of 
it, nay, and did even eftablifh his whole doCtrine 
thereupon, five hundred and fifty years before the 
birth of our Saviour, becaufe his books are very 
Conformable to the holy fcripture, in reference to 

: " ' '$ht 
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the age of the firft men ; for they allure us that 
Tohi reigned an hundred and fifty years -, Chinnum, 
an hundred and forty -, Hoamti, an hundred and 
eleven *, Yao, an hundred and eighteen ; and fo for 
the reft, always decreafmg, conformable to what 
holy writ teaches us. In a word, the eclipfes, ob- 
ferved at that time, muft needs happen in effect, 
which they could not know, but by obfervation, 
and not by any calculations, fince they never had 
exadl ones : All this perfuades us that there is 
little certainty in the prophane hiftory of the 
world, if we can reafonably doubt of that of 
China. 

In a word, this empire was involved in the com¬ 
mon fate of all others, whofe origin is very incon- 
ftderable. It feems probable that the children, or 
grand-children, of Noah difpers’d themfelves into 
A fia, and at length penetrated as far as this part 
of China, that is moft wefterly, which is called at 
this day Xanfi and Xenfi. They lived at the be¬ 
ginning in families, and the kings were fathers, to 
whom a long continuance of years, abundance of 
flocks, and other country paftoral riches added fome 
authority. 

Fohi was the firft that laid the foundation of the 
monarchy -, his wifdom, difcretion, his good morals, 
power, and reputation, which his great age had ac¬ 
quired him, made them give ear to him, as to an 
oracle : he regulated all private, as well as politick 
and religious matters, infomuch that the ftate was in 
a very flourifhing condition in a fhort time -, his fub- 
je<5ts poflefled the province of Honan at firft, and 
fome years after all the lands and territories that 
are extended as far as the fouth fea. 

It is probable that the Chinefe, from their very 
original, did look upon themfelves as fomething 
more than other men, like to thofe princes, who, as 
foon as they are born, difcover a certain natural 

I 4 loftinefe 
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loftinefs that ever diftinguiflies them from the vulgar. 
Whether it was that the neighbouring kingdoms were 
barbarous, or inferior to them in point of wifdom, 
I don’t know -, but at that very time they laid down 
a maxim of hate amongft themfelves, To have no 
commerce with foreigners and ft rangers, hut juft, fo 
much as Jhould be neceffdry to receive their homage. 
Neither did they court and feek after thefe badges of 
fovereignty out of a fpirit of ambition, but that they 
might have the better opportunity to prefcribe to 

' other people of the world laws and conftitutions of 
perfect government. 

So that when any one amongft their tributaries 
failed to appear at the time appointed, they did not 
oblige him by open force to fubmit,buton the contrary 
had companion on him. What do we lofe by it, fay 
they, if he ft ill remain barbarous? Since he is fo averfe 
as wifdom, he needs to blame no body but himfelf as often 
to he Jhall fail in his duty thro’ faftion or blindnefs. 

This grave policy acquired the Chinefe fo great 
a reputation, that throughout all the Indies, ail 
Tartary and Perfia, look’d upon them as the oracles 
of the world ♦, yea, and the people of Japan had 
fuch an high conceit of them, that when St. Xavier 
brought the faith amongft them (altho’ China at 
that time came jfhort of her priftine probity) one 
of the great reafons, they objeéted again ft the good 
man, was, that a nation fo wife, fo intelligent, had 
not yet embraced it. 

But this piece of policy that induced them to diftin- 
guifti themfelves from others, which at firft might 
probably be a profitable maxim, degenerated after¬ 
wards into pride. They look’d upon themfelves as a 
chofen eledfc people, that Heaven had produced in the 
center of the univerfe to give them a law ; a peo¬ 
ple only capable to inftruél:, civilize, and govern 
nations. They fancied other men but as dwarfs and 
pitiful monfters, thrown by into the extremities' of 
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the earth, as the drofs and ofF-fcouring of nature; 
whereas the Chînefe, placed in the middle of the 
world, had alone received from God Almighty a, 
rational form and fhape, and a true fize. Their 
ancient maps are filled with fuch like figures, and 
with a great many emblems apt to infpire that dii- 
dain they fhewed of all mankind. 

But perceiving the Europeans indru&ed in all 
forts of fciences, they were (truck with adonifh- 
ment. How can it poffibly be, faid they, that a 
-people fo far remote from us Jhould have any wit 
or capacity ? \They have never perufed cur boobs ; 
they were never modelled by cur laws, and yet they 
fpeak, difcourfe, and argue aright as we do. 

Our workmanfhip , as (luffs, clocks, watches, 
mathematical indruments, and fuch like curiodties, 
furprifed them dill more -, for they imagined, that 
dextrous and expert artificers were no where to 
be met with but in China. Then they began, 
to underfland, that we were not fo barbarous as 
they imagined ; and faid in a joking way, We 
fuppofed all other people blind, and that nature had 
b eft owed eyes upon none but the Chinefe. -, but we find 
now, that this is not univ erf ally true, if the Euro¬ 
peans do not fee fo clearly as we, they have at 
leaft one eye apiece. 

I have taken notice of fome Frenchmen fo moved 
at this ridiculous vanity, that they were not mailers 
of their paffion -, they would podibly have done bet¬ 
ter to have laugh’d at this vanity, or at lead have 
excus’d it, fince the Chinefe, till that time, had 
feen none but Indians and Tartars, and they be¬ 
held the Wed at a didance, as we at prefent be¬ 
hold the Terra Audralis Incognita, and foreds of 
Canada : Now, if at 300 leagues didance from 
Quebec we found Iroquian mathematicians, or learn¬ 
ed Alkonkins, that could difcover to us a new pht- 
lofophy, more clear, comprehendve, and more per- 
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fed: than ours, we fhould be no lefs blame-worthy 
than the Chinefe, for preferring ourfelves to that peo¬ 
ple, and for having hitherto termed them Barba¬ 
rians. 

Abating this pride, you mull confefs that the Chi¬ 
nefe nation hath been endued with rare qualities °y 
with a great deal of politenefs in managing the af¬ 
fairs of the world, with great fenfe and regularity 
in their bufmefs, with much zeal for the publick 
good, true and juft ideas of government, with a 
genius, mean indeed as to fpeculative fciences, but 
yet right and fure in morality, which they have 
always preferved very conformable to reafon. 

The people principally applied themfelves to the 
education of children in their families ; they efteemed 
agriculture above all other things ; they were labo¬ 
rious to excefs, loving and underftanding commerce 
and trading perfectly well. Judges and governors of 
cities affeded an outlide gravity, fobriety at their 
tables, moderation in houfe-keeping, and equity in 
all their judgments, which gained love and refped 
from all the people in general. The emperor placed 
his happinefs in nothing more than to procure it 
for his fubjeds ; and looked upon himfelf not fo 
much a king of a mighty ftate, as a father of a 
numerous family. 

This charader of China, my lord, that Î have 
given you, is not flattering, but faithfully deduced 
from its own hiftory, that furnifhes us with an in¬ 
finite number of examples of the confpicuous wif- 
dom that hath been fo long the foul that aduates 
its government. 5Tis true indeed, the civil wars, the 
weak, or wicked kings, and the power of foreigners, 
have from time to time difturbed this goodly or¬ 
der : whether the fundamental laws of the ftate 
were excellent, or the people from their cradles 
endued with happy difpofitions, is not material ; 
but it is moft certain, thefe fatal and troublefome 

intervals 
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intervals did not long continue ; if fo be they were 
but never fo little left to their own difpofal, 
they flowed again in their former courfe ; and we 
fee at this very day, in the midft of that corrup¬ 
tion, which the domeftick troubles and commerce 
with the Tartars have introduced, fome footfleps of 
their ancient probity remaining. 

I do not pretend, my lord, to enlarge any fur¬ 
ther upon this fubjeét. I know very well that it is 
a letter that I have the honour to write to you, and 
not a hiftory *, befides, they are about tranflating 
into French that hiftory wThich the Chinefe them- 
felves have given us -, and I am confident it will 
pleafe, not only by its novelty, but by the extra¬ 
ordinary matters it contains. 

I thought it enough in this place to draw you out 
the portraiture of the prefent ftate of China, in re¬ 
lation to the manners and cuftoms of its people ; 
I could decypher it in a few words, by telling 
you that they live there as we do in Europe. 
Avarice, ambition, and pleafure go a great way 
in all their tranfactions. They cozen and cheat in 
traffick -, injuftice reigns in fovereign courts -, in¬ 
trigues bufy both princes and courtiers. In the 
mean time, perfons of quality take fo many mea- 
fures to conceal vice, and the out-works are fo well 
guarded, that if a ftranger be not careful to be 
inftrucfted concerning affairs, to the bottom, he 
imagines that every thing is perfectly well regu¬ 
lated. Herein the Chinefe refemble the Europeans, 
in other refpecfls they are wholly unlike. Their 
countenance, air, language, difpofition, civilities, 
manners, and behaviour are not only different 
from ours, but alfo from all that we can find in 
all other nations of the world. 

Without doubt, my lord, you have taken no¬ 
tice of the figures that are painted upon the por¬ 
celain difhes and cabinets that come from China ; 

our 
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our pi&ures in Europe do always flatter us, but 
thofe of China make them maimed and ridiculous. 
They are not fo ill-favoured as they make them- 
felves : they do not indeed entertain the fame ideas 
of beauty which we do. They would have a man 
big, tall, and grofs ; they would have him have 
a broad forehead, eyes little and flat, a fhort 
nofe, great ears, a mouth of a middle flze, a long 
beard, and black hair. That curious feature, that 
lively afpeél, that ftately and noble gate and de¬ 
portment the French fo much efteem, does not 
at all pleafe them. He is a handfome man that 
Alls an elbow chair, that by his flze and bulk 
can look big. As for their colour, they are na¬ 
turally as fair as we, efpecially towards the North ; 
but being the men take no care of themfelves, 
travel much, wear upon their head nothing but 
a little bonnet, very improper to defend their 
face from the fun-beams, they are commonly as 
tawny as the Portuguefe in the Indies : the peo¬ 
ple alfo of the provinces of Quamtum and Yun¬ 
nan, by reafon of the excelflve heat, and working 
half naked, are of a dun complexion. 

As much as the men negîeél themfelves in this 
particular, fo much do the women take all the 
care imaginable to preferve themfelves. I am not 
fure if painting be ufual with them -, but I have 
been told that they rub their faces every morn¬ 
ing with a fort of wThite meal, which rather fpoils 
than mends their complexion. They have all of 
them little eyes, and fliort nofes ; in other things 
'they come nothing fhort of the European ladies, 
but their modefly, fo natural to them, doth in- 
flnitely fet off their handfomenefs ; a little collar 
of white fattin, faftened to a vefl, keeps them 
light, and covers their neck all over. Their hands 
are always hid in long fleeves -, they tread foftly 
and gingerly, with their eyes upon the ground, 
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their head on one fide *, and a man would imagine, 
to look on them, that they were a company of 
nuns or devotees by profeffion, fet apart and fe- 
queder’d from the world, only taken up in the 
fevice of God. So that it is obfervable, that cuf- 
tom hath many times more power to perplex and 
trouble the fair fex, than the mod audere and 
rigid virtue : nay, and it were a thing to be de- 
flred, that chridianity were able to obtain from 
chridian ladies here, what the practice of the world 
hath for fo many ages infpired into the idola¬ 
trous Chinefe. 

This modedy, neverthelefs, does not hinder them 
from that vanity incident to their fex -, the more 
they are confined, the lefs they love fclitude ; 
they drefs themfelves gorgeoufly, and fpend all 
the morning in making themfelves fine, thinking 
they may be feen in the day-time, altho’, per¬ 
haps, they are not by any one, but their own 
domedicks. Their head-drefs, which ufuallv con- 
fifts of feveral locks buckled up, interlaced with 
flowers of gold and filver, makes but an odd 
kind of a figure. But I neither can, nor will, my 
lord, give you a particular defcription of it, be- 
caufe, I know you do not expecd it from me. 
However, I am perfuaded, if people fhould fee 
the model of them in France, they would go near 
to be tempted to quit that extravagant burden of 
head-cloaths which they wear, and drefs themfelves 
after the neatnefs and fimplicity of the Chinefe. 

The ladies wear, as men do, a long fattin or 
cloth of gold ved, red, blue, or green, according 
to their particular fancy -, the elder fort habit them¬ 
felves in black or purple -, they wear, befides that, 
a kind of furtout, the fleeves whereof are extremely 
wide, and trail upon the ground, when they have 
no occafion to hold them up. But that which 
diftinguifheth them from all the women in the 

world, 
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world, and does in a manner make a partciular (pecles 
of them, is, the littlenefs of their feet, and here 
lies the more effential point of their beauty. This is 
one of the mod: wonderful and drangc things in 
the world : They affeét this to that degree, that 
they would judly be accufed of folly, did not an 
extravagant and ancient cudom (which, in the budnefs 
of the mode, evermore prevails over the greatefl 
convenience) oblige them to follow the dream, and 
comply with the cuflom of the country. 

So foon as ever the girls are born, the nurfes 
take care to tie their feet extremely hard, that they 
.may not grow : Nature, that feems to be difpofed 
for this torment, does more eafily buckle to it 
than one could imagine ; nay, one does not per¬ 
ceive that their health is impaired thereby. Their 
(hoes of fattin, embroidered wdth gold, filver, and 
(ilk, are extraordinary neat -, and tho* they be very 
little, yet they drive to (hew them as they walk ; 
for walk they do (which one would not be apt to 
believe) and would walk all day long by their good 
will, if they had liberty to go abroad. Some have 
been perfuaded that it was an invention of the an¬ 
cient Chinefe, who, to bring women under a necef- 
fity of keeping within doors, brought little feet in 
fafhion. I have more than once inquired about it 
of the Chinefe themfelves, but they never heard 
of any fuch reafon. ‘Thefe are idle tales, fays one of 
them, fmiling, our fore-fathers knew women too well, 
as we do, to believe, that, in retrenching half of their 
feet, they could be deprived of the power of walkingy 
and of longing to fee the world. 

If people would have given themfelves the trou¬ 
ble to have confulted the relations concerning the af- 
peét and mien of the Chinefe women, \ it would not 
have been fo eafy a matter to impofe upon the 
eafinefs of the ladies of Paris, who entertained a 
poor Frenchwoman the lad year, giving her all 

manner 
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manner of relief, becaufe fhe faid fhe was an out* 
landifh woman, and of one of the bed families in 
China. This accident furprifed all curious perfons, 
and the marquis de Croifi told me, he would take 
it as a favour if I would examine the truth of the 
dory. 

Charity, added he, is no lefs acceptable to God, 
altho’ it be mifplaced upon objects that deferve it 
not. If the bufinefs of giving the money were 
the only thing in quedion, it would be fcarce 
worth the while to deteél the fraud where a 
perfon pretends necedity : but in the cafe before 
us, the maid faid fhe was a heathen, that die 
was exhorted long dnce to be converted ; that 
fhe underflood rightly, or at lead pretended to 
underdand our myderies ; in fine, die defired to 
embrace our religion ; and they were jud upon 
the point to baptize her. If die be a Chinefe, 
well and good *, we have caufe to admire di¬ 
vine providence for bringing this foul from fo 
remote a place, to be admitted into the bofom 
of the church ; but if fhe be a Frenchwoman, 
who, probably hath been baptiz’d from her in¬ 
fancy, this abufe of the facrament that die is go¬ 
ing to receive a fécond time, is a facrilege de¬ 
ferring the fevered punidiment ; of which facri¬ 
lege thofe that adid her become guilty them- 
felves. 

I was already much prepofieffed with an ill o- 
pinion of this pretended Chinefe ; but, befides the 
order of the marquis de Croifi, I thought it would 
be good to fift out the bufinefs to the bottom, 
to undeceive thofe that were any ways concerned 
therein. When fhe underdood that I would come 
and fee her, fhe was very much didurbed. He 
is not a Chinefe father, fays fhe, but Gne of the 
Indian miffionaries, whom the revolution of Siam 
hath brought back. Nay, they had much ado to 
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find her, when I appeared ; they fought for her al! I 
up and down a good while, and at length unken- 
nell’d her, and perfuaded her to make her appearance* I 

So foon as I faw her, I had no need of examina¬ 
tion ; the features of her face, her gate, her feet, . 
her whole behaviour betray’d her. She feign’d ia i 
ipeaking French, that fhe did not well underftand 1 
the language ; but, befides that the placing of 1 
the words, which fhe endeavoured to pronounce con- « 
fufedly, was altogether natural, which is fcarce ever I 
got by flrangers, fhe did alfo pronounce, with a great \ 
deal of firmnefs, feveral letters not in ufe with the I 
Chinefe, which it is impoffible for them to exprefs. 

After the firft difcourfes, I demanded of what \ 
province, and what family of China fhe was, and l 
by what ftrange adventure fhe was at fuch a great I 
diftance from her country ? I am of Pekin it]elf ? 
fays fhe, the metropolis of the empire, horn in the \ 
emperor*s palace, brought up at court, and daughter v 
to prince Coronné : A prince who does difpofe fo- h 
vereignly every thing ; more matter, and more 5 
powerful than the emperor himfelf ; whofe pleafures ï: 
are never interrupted by the cares of publick affairs ; 
who, being little concerned at the good or bad con- ? 
dition of the empire, confines all his ambition to the h 
rendering himfelf happy, and to lead an eafy and : 
pleafant life. 

I embarqued with my mother, who had a defign to il 
pafs into Japan, there to treat of a marriage for me. k 
In the p off age., our veffel was attacked by a Holland e 
pirate, that took it, and blew it up ; and brought me 
away pr if oner. However, the barbarous pirate took Lc 
fuch care of mey as didfomething fweeten my captivity, U 
if the lofs of my mother had not reduced me to a difcon- !'l 
folate condition, for floe died before my eyes \ and the « 
reprefentation of fo fatal an accident, that lay night \\ 
and day heavy upon my fpirit, would fcarce permit h 
me to refleft upon the many kind offices he did me. 

Never« ■ 
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Never thelefs, my condition was not fo deplorable as I 
imagined ; the victorious Hollander was at length over¬ 
come by a French privateer : I was a fécond time a 
captive, and treated by the new captain with fo much 
barfhnefs, that I was at that very moment apprehenfive 
that my grief might increafe, and that the excefs of 
miferies,that one endures in this world, is never fo great 
but one may become fill more miferable. Phis voyage 
was to me the longeft, moft dangerous, and accompanied 
with much forrow and bitternefs. At length we came 
afhore at a place which I knew not ; they brought me 
out of the fhip, and, after they had dragged me through 
feveral provinces, they barbaroujly forfook me, and I 
found myfelf deftitute, comfortlefs, and without any 
fupport, in the middle of this great city, which I hear 

called Paris. 
5Tis true. Heaven hath not quite forfaken me -, the 

word Pekin, the only word by which I could make 
known my country, brought me out of mifery. Some 
ladies, at the hearing of this word, were moved with 
compaffion, took me into their houfe, and have ever 
fince treated me with fo much charity, that I do not 
know if I ought to complain of fate that hath con¬ 
ducted me into fo good hands. 

She had indeed,fome caufe to be well pleafed with 
her lot, much better in efFeét, than fhe could rea- 
fonably expeéfc. They treated her as a maid of fome 

. noble family *, nay, it was an hundred pound to a 
penny but they had given her the quality of princefs 

I Coronné, a name much better known in France than 
China, where this is yet unknown. They told me 

: moreover that divers perfons were impatient to do 
I her a kindnefs, and that Monfeur N. one of our 

moft famous writers, had already compofed three 
i extraordinary eloquent letters in her name ; one tor 
i the emperor, another for prince Coronné, and the 
1 i third for fome other prince of her family. He hath, 

without doubt, what he deferved from the perlons 
K that 
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that irigaged him in it ; yet I do not believe that 
China will ever thank him for it. 

For my part, my lord, I do confefs that the bare 
recital of this adventure appeared to me fomewhat 
fabulous, and carries with it an air romantick enough 
to undeceive thofe, whom an excefs of charity had 
not quite blinded. Prince Coronné is a chimera, that 
hath not the leaft appearance of truth in it. The 
birth of a maid in a palace, where there is none but 
eunuchs, is ftill more hard to be believed. The i 
Hollanders are not at war with the Chinefe, and it : 
is not their belt way to fall out with them, by af- 
faulting their fhips. 

The Chinefe dames, that fcarce ever ftir out of 
their houfes,do not care for undertaking long voyages i 
at fea : and the match they were going to manage t 
is no more likely than that a princefs of France : 
fhould embark at Bred, to fail into the Indies to 1 
efpoufe fome Mandarine of Siam. 

Beftdes, we know all the veflels that we have ta¬ 
ken from the Hollanders, as well as thofe that are t 
arrived in France from the Indies : we know the cap- l 
tains of them, we know their prizes,their engagements, j : 
their adventures, and yet we hear not one word of i 
what our Chinefe relates. Now, if fhe be fo unfor- H 
tunate as to be found in the ftreets of Paris mifer- 
able, forlorn, and unknown, the ought not fo much tj 
to lay the fault upon our French people, as upon n 
her ill fortune that took no care to place her better : : 
in this world. 

But to convince all thofe who were prefent at our : ] 
interview, I put divers questions to her about the : 
principal cities in China; I examined her concerning b 
the money, their writing, the characters and lan- j 

guage of the country. She told me lhe had often ft 
travelled from Pekin to Nankim in lefs than three 
days, notwithstanding it is above three hundred [i 
leagues from one to another ; that they ufed gold h 

money, y 
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motley, altho’ gold is no where current through all 
the empire but as precious (tones are in Europe ; 
that the hiver coin was (tamp’d as ours is, round, 
flat, bearing the emperor’s arms, with divers figures 
according to the cuftom of eaftern nations, notwith- 
itanding the filver hath no regular figure, they caft 
it into ingots,they reduce it to what form they pleafe 
without arms, order, or ornament, they clip it into 
great pieces, as occafion ferves ; and it is only by 
weight, not by the emperor’s mark, that they know 
its value. 

I writ down fome Chinefe characters -, for fhe had 
boafted that fhe could read, a perfon of her quali¬ 
ty durft not fay the contrary ; but the misfortune 
was, fhe miftook herfelf, and took the paper at the 
wrong end, boldly reading the letters, turned upfide 
down, as if they had been right : upon the whole, 
that which fhe pronounced had no manner of rela¬ 
tion to the genuine fenfe of the writing. At lad: I 
fpoke Chinefe to her, and, for fear left fhe m<ght 
avoid the difficulty, I acquainted her that I fpake 
the Mandarine language fo current throughout the 
empire, which they conftantly ufe at the court. She 
was fo impudent as to frame ex tempore a wild ridi¬ 
culous gibberiffi, but fo little underftood, that it was 
evident fhe had not time enough to make it hang 
well together ; fo that, not being able to underftand 
what I faid to her, I fhculd have been fore put to it: 
to explain what fhe meant, if indeed fhe did mean 
any thing. 

After this trial and examination, fhe might blufh 
for fhame, and ingenüoudy coffiefs the impofture ; 
but fhe ftill keeps up her com7,- '\tion without being 
concerned, and with fuch an air of confidence, that 
would make any one judge that this China romance 
was not the firft ftory fhe had made. 

I thought, my lord, that you would be very glad 
to be acquainted with this ^ befides that it may af- 
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ford you fome pleafure, it will alfo ferve to let you 
understand that the mind, countenance, and behavi¬ 
our of the Chinefe women have no affinity with 
thofe of the Europeans *, and that a French woman 
mull needs be brazen-fac’d, when under the bor¬ 
rowed name of a Chinefe fhe pretends to impofe up¬ 
on perfons who have, as long as I have done, feen 
both nations. 

After this little digreffion you may be willing I 
Should take up my former difcourfe again. The 
mens habits, as every where elfe, are there much 
different from the womens -, they Shave their heads 
all over, except behind, where they let as much 
hair grow as is needful to make a long trefs. They 
do not ufe a hat as we do, but wear continually a 
bonnet or a cap, which civility forbids putting off. 

This bonnet differs according to the different 
feafons of the year : that which they ufe in Sum¬ 
mer is in form of a cone, that is to fay, round and 
wide below, but Short and Strait above, where it 
terminates in a mere point. It is lined within with 
a pretty fattin, and the top covered with a very fine 
mat, very much eSteemed in the country. Befides 
that, they add thereto a great flake of red filk, that 
falls round about, and reaches to the edges -, fo 
that, when they walk, this filk flows irregularly 
on all fides, and the continual motion of the head 
gives it a particular pleafing grace. 

Sometimes in lieu of filk they wear a fort of 
long hair, of a vivid Alining red, which rain does 
not deface, and is more efpecially in ufe aniongSb 
men when they ride. This hair comes from the 
province of Suchven, and grows upon the legs of 
certain cows ; its natural colour is white, but they 
give it a tin&ure, that makes it dearer than the fineft 
filk. In winter they wear a plufli cap, bordered 
with a fable fox-lkin ; the reSt is of a curious fattin. 
Mack or purple^ covered with a great flake of red 

filk* 
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filk, like the fummer cap. There is nothing more 
handfome than thefe caps, which are fold fome- 
times for eight or ten crowns ; b,ut they are fo 
fhailow, that they always difcover the ears, which 
is mighty inconvenient in the fun, or upon a jour¬ 
ney. When the Mandarines are in their formali¬ 
ties, the upper part of the bonnet hath a diamond 
in the creft, or fome other precious {lone ill cut, yet 
inchafed in a button of very curious wrought gold : 
the others have a huge tuft, or button of fluff, a- 
gate, cryftal, or fome other matter. 

Their habit is long and convenient enough for 
ftudents, but cumberfome for men on horfeback : 
it confifts of a veil that reaches to the ground, 
the skirts or fides of which are folded before, one 
over the other, in fuch a manner that the uppermoft 
is extended to the left fide, where they fallen it all 
along, with four or five gold or filver buttons. The 
fleeves, that are wide towards the fhoulder, grow 
ftraiter and llraiter to the wrift, like the fleeves of a 
prieft’s albe, but they do in a manner cover the 
whole hand, and leave nothing to be feen but the 
fingers ends : they keep the veil clofe with a broad 
filken fafh,whofe two ends hang down to the knees» 
The Tartars flick an handkerchief to it on both 
fides, with a fheath for a knife and fork, and tooth¬ 
pick, a purfe, and other pretty implements. In 
fummer their neck is all bare, which looks very ill » 
in winter they cover it with a collar of fattin faften- 
ed to the veft, or with a tippet of fable or fox-fkin, 
about three or four fingers broad, which is fattened 
before with a button, which is very decent, and be¬ 
comes horfemen wonderfully. 

Befides the veft they put on a kind of furtout 
with fhort wide fleeves like thofe of your barretters 
gowns -, the ftudents wear them very long ; the 
gentlemen, and efpecially the Tartars, will have 
them fhort j and thofe they ufe reach no farther 
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than their pocket-holes ; as for their under garment they 
ufe in fummer only a fingle pair of drawers of white 
taffaty, under a very broad and fhort fhirt of the 
fame fluff*, but in winter the fhirt is of linnen, and 
under it they have breeches of coarfe fattin quilted 
with cotton, or raw fdk, which is warmer. 

All this is natural enough *, but perhaps, my lord, 
you will be furprifed to hear that the Chinefe are al¬ 
ways booted ; and when any one renders them a vi- 
fit, if they chance not to have their boots on, they 
make them wait till they go fetch them. 

We fland in need of this example to authorize 
our ancient cuflom, but we carried on the mode far¬ 
ther than they *, for in our memory the French were 
not fatisfied with walking booted along the flreets, 
but armed them with huge jingling fpurs, that no¬ 
thing might be wanting to the ornaments of a gen¬ 
tleman on horfeback ; but we are recovered as to this 
point, and feveral others *, but the Chinefe in all 
probability, that dote upon antiquity, will not be 
cured of it in hafle ; it is indeed, in refpeét of 
them, an extravagant piece of foppery, not to dare 
to go into the city without their boots, becaufe they 
are always carried in a fedan. 

This mode would be flill the more pardonable in 
winter -, for their boots being of filk, and their 
boot-hofe of a pinked fluff, lined with cottons a 
good inch thick, the leg is thereby well defended 
againfl the cold *, but in fummer, where the heat is 
exceffive, no body living beildes the Chinefe, to 
keep up an air of gravity, would endure to be at 
that rate in a kind of a flove from morning to 
evening : and what is more flrange, your people 
that work fcarce ever ufe them, either by reafon of 
the inconvenience, or to fave charges. 

The form of thefe boots is fomewhat different j 
from ours, for they have neither heel nor top ; 
>vhm they ride any long journey, they are made of 
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firm, O'd leather, of thick, black, pinked cotton ; 
but in the city they ufually wear them of fattin, 
with a coarfe border of plufh or velvet upon the 
knee. The people in publick, and perfons of qua¬ 
lity within doors, are, inftead of fhoes, fhod with 
pattins of black linnen, or fome very pretty filk, 
very convenient ; they (tick clofe to the foot of 
themfelves, by a border that covers the heel, with¬ 
out needing to tie them before. 

They have not introduced the ufe of the muff 
and gloves into China ; but, the fleeves of the veil 
being very long, they draw up their hands into 
them when it is cold to keep them warm. I know 
not if I may make bold, my lord, to add another 
cuftom, which is very ancient among the Chinefe, 
and by no means fuitable to the French politenefs ; 
their dodtors, and other learned men, let their nails 
grow excefhvely, infomuch that in fome they are 
littte fhorter than their fingers ; it obtains amongft 
them not only for an ornament, but a diftindtion, 
by which it may be known, that by their condition 
they are feparated from mechanick arts, and are 
wholly addidted to fciences. In fhort, fince they 
affedt a ftarched gravity in all their ways, which 
conciliates refpedl, they imagine with themfelves 
that a long beard might contribute thereto, fo they 
fuffer it to grow *, now if they have not much, it is 
not for want of cultivating : but nature in this point 
has been very niggardly, there is not a man of them 
that does not envy the Europeans, whom they look 
upon in this refpedt as the greateft men in the world. 

Elere you have, my lord, a particular defcription, 
that may in fome meafure acquaint you with the 
deportment and afpedl of the Chinefe ; I do not think, 
fays a Spaniard to me one day, that they ought to be 
offended at it in France \ in all likelihood thofe mode> 
formerly reigned amongf you \ for tell me, is there any 
one of themy that hath e fcaped the fertile invention of 
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the French ; in fourteen hundred years, which is as 
long as the monarchy hath continued, there have been 
above fourteen hundred modes. So that -perhaps there 
is not that habit in the world, thatfhouldfee?n frange 
to you ; and all that we can fay, when any mode that 
is prefented to you difpleafes you, is, that it is out of 
fajhion. 

*Tis true, the Chinefe are not fo fickle as we, but 
they have carried on things to another extremity 5 
for, rather than forfake their ancient habit, they re¬ 
newed a cruel war againft the Tartars ; I, and the 
greateft part of them chofe rather to lofe their heads 
than their hair : but of all the excelles in point of 
mode, none is more phantaflical than this ; for how 
ridiculous foever the Chinefe may fear to look, after 
they have parted with an head of hair, yet they 
might be convinced that a man,whole head is lopp’d 
off, is worfe disfigured. However, v/e muft grant 
that the conftancy of this people is admirable, for, 
when the Tartars attacked them, they had kept 
their habit for above two thoufand years, which can 
be afcribed to nothing but the good order obferved 
in the empire,the government of which hath always 
been uniform, where the laws have been exactly ob¬ 
ferved in the leaf!: punctilio’s. 

But as I am perfuaded thefe ways would not 
pleafe all our French people ; fo the modes, of 
which we are fo fond, do not appear fo handfome to 
the Chinefe as we imagine ; but above all, the peri¬ 
wig does ftrangely run in their mind ; and they look 
upon us as a fort of people, who for want of a beard, 
would get an artificial one clapp’d to the chin, that 
fhould reach to the knees. This phantaflical head- 
drefs, fay they, and that prodigious heap of curled 
Fair, are proper upon the ftage for a man that would 
reprefent the devil -, but has on the fhape of a rran 
when he is thus difguifed ? Thus the Chinefe po= 

Htenefe 
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litenefs will go near upon this article alone to ar¬ 
raign us of barbarity. 

They have like wife much ado to be perfuaded, 
that long fhanks difcovered, with a ftockin drawn 
lirait, and narrow breeches, look handfome, becaufe 
they are accuftomed to an air of gravity that gives 
them other conceptions. They would fooner be re¬ 
conciled with the figure of a magiftrate {haven,with¬ 
out a periwig, who fhould in his lawyers gown go 
booted, than with all that gaiety of attire that makes 
our cavaliers have a fine fhape, an eafy and fine 
gate, a quick and difingaged carriage ; which will by 
no means go down v/ith them. This ridiculoufnefs 
pleafes, and one is oftentimes offended at real pret- 
tinefs, according as prejudice or cuftom have differ¬ 
ently changed the imagination -, there is notwith- 
ftanding in all thefe modes fome other intrinfick real 
beauty, which naked Simplicity, which nature in her 
innocence, and exempt from paffion, have infpired 
into men, for the neceflity and conveniency of life. 

Altho* perfons of quality obferve exadtly all the 
formalities and decencies fuitable to their date, and 
never appear uncovered in publick, how great foever 
the heat be, yet in private, and among their friends, 
they affume a freedom even to a fault ; they ever 
and anon quit their bonnet, furtout, veil and fhirt, 
referving nothing but a Angle pair of drawers of 
white taffaty, or tranfparent linnen ^ which is the 
more furprifing, becaufe they condemn all nakednefs 
in pictures, and are even offended that our engra¬ 
vers reprefent men with their arms, thighs, and 
{boulders uncovered -, they feem to be in the right, 
for being difpleafed at the unchriftian licenfe of our 
workmen ; but yet they are ridiculous to blame that 
upon a piece of linnen or paper, which they pra&ife 
themfelves with fo much liberty and undecency in 
their own proper perfons. 

As for the vulgar, they tranfgrefs in that refpcdl 
all 
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all the bounds of modefty, efpecially in the fouthem 
provinces, where watermen, and certain other han¬ 
dicrafts-men, are impudent to the higheft degree ; 
and in truth the mod: barbarous Indians, notwith- 
flanding the climate feems to excufe them, appeared 
to me in this refpecft lefs barbarous than the Chinefe ; 
almoft all the artificers and inferior tradefmen go 
along the ftreets with fmgle drawers, without cap, 
ftockins, or fhirt, which makes them much tanned 
and fwarthy. In the northern provinces they are 
a little more referved ; and the cold, in fpite of 
their teeth, makes them modefl, and keep within 

bounds. 
A fter having defcribed to you the modes of China, 

perhaps you may be deftrous, my lord, that I fhould 
fpeak of their fluffs. What I have obferved of them 
in general is this, their filk, without queftion, is the 
hnefl in the world ; they make of it in many pro¬ 
vinces, but the befl and faireft is to be found in that 
of Chekiam, becaufe the foil is very proper for mul¬ 
berry trees, and becaufe the air is endued with a 
degree of heat and moiflure, more conformable to 
the worms that make it. Every body deals in it, 
and the traffick of it is fo very great, that this pro¬ 
vince alone is able to fupply all China, and the 
greatefl part of Europe. 

Yet the fineft and faireft filks are wrought in the 
province of Nankim, the rendevouz of almoft all 
the good workmen. It is there that the emperor 
furnifheth himfelf with the filks fpent in the palace, 
and with thofe he prefents the lords of the court ; 
the filks of Quamtum, notwithstanding, are valued 
above all among ftrangers ; and the filks of this 
province are alfo more faleable, and go off better 
than thofe of all the other provinces of China. 

Altho’ alt thefe filks have fome refemblanceto ours, 
yet the workmanfhip hath fomething in it that makes 
a difference. I have there feen plufh, velvet, tiftue of 

gold» 
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gold, fattin, taffaty, crapes, and feveral others, of 
which I do not fo much as know the name in France; 
that which is the moft current amongft them is called 
Touanze ; it is a fort of fattin, ft ronger, but not 
fo gloffy as ours, fometimes fmooth, and fometimes 
diftinguifhed by flowers, birds, trees, houfes, and 

ihady groves. 
Thefe figures are not raifed upon the ground by 

a mixture of raw filk, as our workmen are ufed to 
do in Europe, which makes our work not fo dura¬ 
ble; all the filk in thefe is twifted, and the flowers 
are diftinguifhed only by the difference of colours, 
and fhadowing ; when they mix gold or filver with 
it, it does much refemble our brocado, or flower’d 
filk, but their gold and filver is wrought after a 
manner particular to them alone ; for whereas in 
Europe we draw the gold as fine as poflibly it can 
be twifted with the thread, the Chinefe, to fave the 
matter, or becaufe they did not bethink themfelves 
of this trick, fatisfy themfelves to gild or filver over 
a long leaf of paper, which they afterwards cut into 
little fcrowls, wherein they wrap the filk. 

There is a great deal of cunning therein, but this 
gilding will not laft long, water, or even moiftnefs 
itfelf, will tarnifh the fplendor of it quickly ; yet for 
all that, when the pieces come out of the workman’s 
hands, they are very fine, and one would take them 
for valuable pieces. Sometimes they are contented 
pnly to put into the pieces thefe little fcrowls of gild¬ 
ed paper, without rolling them upon the thread, and 
then the figures, altho’ pretty and finely turned, do 
not laft fo long by far : and the filk thus flower’d 

is at a lower rate. 
Amongft the different figures they reprefent, the 

dragon is moft ordinary ; there be two forts of 
them ; one, to which they make five claws, called 
Torn, is only ufed upon the ftuffs defigned for the 
emperor ; this is his arms, which Tohi, founder of 

the 
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the empire, firft took for himfelf and fucceflors 
above four thoufand years ago. The fécond fort of 
dragons hath but four claws, and is named Mam. 
The emperor Vouvam, who reigned two thoufand 
eight hundred thirty two years ago, ordained that 
every body might bear the fame ; and, fince that 
time, the ufe of it is grown common/ 

They make ufe of another kind of fluff in fam¬ 
ilier, which the Chinefe call Cha ; it is not fo clofe, 
nor hath fo good a glofs as our taffaty, but much 
tnore fubftantial -, altho’ feveral people deflre to have 
it fmooth and even, yet moft wear it powdered 
with great flowers pierced through, and cut like 
your Englifh lace ; and many times thefe piercings 
are fo numerous, that one can fcarce difcern the body 
of the fllk. The fummer garments are extraordinary 
convenient, and wonderful neat, fo that all perfons 
of quality ufe them ; befldes the taffaty is not dear, 
a whole piece, enough to make a long veft and 
furtout, will not amount to above two guineas. 

The third is a particular fort of taffaty, that 
ferves for drawers, fliirts, linings, they call it 
Tcheouze ; it is clofe, and withal fo pliant, that 
fold, double it, and fqueeze it with your hand, as 
long as you pleafe, you can fcarce ever rumple it. 
It is fold by weight, and is fo ferviceable, that they 
walh it as they do linnen, without lofing much of 
its former luftre. 

Befldes the ordinary fllk of which I but now 
fpoke, which we know in Europe, China hath of 
another fort, which you meet with in the province of 
Quamtum. The worms from which they take it 
are wild, they go to feek for them in the woods ; 
and I am not fure, whether or no they breed them 
in houfes. This fllk is of a grey colour, void of 
any glofs, fo that thofe, who are not well acquainted 
with it, take the fluffs that are made of it for red 
linnen, or for one of the coarfeft druggets 3 yet 

for 
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for all that they infinitely value it, and it cofts 
more than fattin, they call them Kien Tcheou ; 
they will endure a long time ; tho’ ftrong and clofe, 
yet they do not fret -, they wafh them as they do 
linnen -, and the Chinefe aflure us, that fpots cannot 
fpoil them, and that they do not fo much as take 

oil itfelf. 
Wool is very common, and withal very cheap, 

efpecially in the provinces of Xenfi and Xanfi, and 
Suchven, where they feed abundance of flocks, yet 
do not the Chinefe make cloth. That of Europe, 
wherewith the Englifli furnifli them, is highly 
efteemed -, but, by reafon they fell it much dearer 
than the fined: filks, they buy but little of it. The 
Mandarines make themfelves ftudying gowns for the 
winter of a kind of coarfe ruflet, for want of better 
cloth. As for druggets, ferges and tammies, we 
fcarce meet with better than theirs ; the Bonzes 
wives do commonly work them, becaufe the Bonzes 
make ufe of them themfelves ; and there is a great 
trade driven of them every where in the empire. 

Befides cotton linnen, that is very common, they 
ufe alfo for the fummer nettle linnen for long vefts ; 
but the linnen which is the moft valued, and is to 
be found no where elfe, is called Copou *, becaufe it 
is made of a plant that the people of the country 
call Co, found in the province of Fokien. 

It is a kind of creeping fhrub, whofe leaves are 
much bigger than ivy-leaves i they are round, 
fmooth, green within, whitilh, and cottony, or 
downy, on the outfide ; they let them grow and 
fpread along the fields. There be fome of them as 
thick as your finger, which is pliable, and cottony as 
its leaves are. When it begins to dry they make the 
fheaves of it to rot in water, as they do flax and hemp ; 
they always peel off the firfl: fkin, which they 

throw away -, but of the fécond, which is much more 
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fine and delicate, they divide it by the hand into 
very {lender and very fmall filaments, without beat¬ 
ing or {pinning it, and make that linnen of which 
I {pake ; it is tranfparent, pretty fine, but fo cool 
and light, that one would think he had nothing on 
his back. 

All perfons of quality make long veils of it du¬ 
ring the exceflive heat, with a furtout of Cha. In 
the fpring and autumn they put on Kien-tcheou, and 
Touanze in winter, that is to fay, coarfe fattin, or 
flowered filk. Grave perfons defire to have it plain* 
others wear it flowered y but nobody, except the 
Mandarines in the aflemblies, or upon certain folemn 
vifits, ufes filk flower’d with gold or filver. The vul¬ 
gar, that ufually habit themfelves in coarfe linnen 
dyed blue, or black, quilt it with cotton, or line it 
with fheepfkin during the cold weather ; but great 
perfons line their veils and furtouts with the noble 
fkins of fable or ermine, fox or lamb : they ufe 
alfo for the fame purpofe plufh and petit-gris. 

Becaufe ermine is very rare in China, they con¬ 
tent themfelves only to border their veils and ex¬ 
tremity of their fleeves with it ; that, * which I have 
feen, did not appear to me to be of a fair white. 

Sable is pretty well known in France, but much 
lefs common there than in China,- where all the 
confiderable Mandarines wear it : one Ikin only of 
a foot long, and between 4. and 6 inches broad, 
(for the f animal is but fmall) will fometimes coft 
10 crowns -, but when one choofeth fome of the 
finell for a compleat habit, the whole lining of a 
veil will coft between 5 and 6000 livres ; yet 
one may have a pretty handfome one for 200 
pi Holes. 

Fox-lkins are likewife much ufed, thofe who 
would be magnificent take nothing but the belly 
®f this animal, where the hair is long, fine, and 

fofteft j 
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fofteft ; and, of a great number of fmall pieces patch¬ 
ed together, they compofe an entire lining, which, 

for the veft and furtout comes to a matter of 5 
or 600 livres. 

There are alfo feveral other forts of furs that 
Tartary perhaps fupplies them withal, which the 
Mandarines make ufe of to fit upon the ground, 
efpecially at the palace when they wait, and ex- 
pedl the time of their audience. They put fome 
of them alfo under the quilt, not only to heat 
the bed, but alfo to take away its dampnefs. Be- 
fides, there is another * fur of a particular fpecies, 
that is perfectly handfome and fine, the hair of 
it is long, foft, and very thick fet ; it is of a pret¬ 
ty whitifh grey mixed with black, ftriped with 
black and yellow lifts, as thofe of tigers ; they 
make great winter gowns of them to wear in the 
city, putting the fur on the outfide, fo that when 
the Mandarines are thick and fhort (which is very 
common with them) befides two furs underneath 
for the veft and furtout ; when, I fay, they have 
put on their back one of thefe furred gowns with 
long hair, they differ but a little from bears, or 
from the animal of whom they borrowed the skin ; 
altho’ in this condition they think themfelves to be 
very genteel, and to make a graceful figure. 

Of all the furrings, the moft common are lamb¬ 
skins -f. They are white, downy, ând very warm, 
but burthenfome, and, at fir ft, of a ftrong fmell, 
in a manner like thofe greafy gloves that fmell of 
oil : I wonder they bring not up the mode in 
France ; thofe, who delight in (lender fine fhapes, 
would not fubmit to it* yet otherwife there is nothing 
more genteel, nor more convenient for winter. 

Upon the whole, if great caution be not ufed, all 
thefe furs are eafiiy fpoiled, efpecially in hot and moift 
countries ^ worms breed in them, and the hair falls 

oft': 
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of : to prevent them, the Chinefe, fo foon as evêf 
the fummer approaches, expofe them to the air 
for for fome days, when it is fair and dry wea¬ 
ther -, then they beat them with fticks, or fhake 
them often, to get out the du ft *, and when they 
have inclofed them in huge earthen pots, into 
which they throw corns of pepper, and other bit¬ 
ter drugs, they ftop it up very clofe, and there let 
them lie till the beginning of winter. 

Befides their ufual garments, there are yet two 
forts that deferve to be known : They put on one 
to defend them from the rain ; for the Chinefe, 
who delight in travelling, fpare for no coft to travel 
commodioufly *, they are made of a coarfe taftety, 
crufted over with a condenfed oil, which is in lieu 
of wax, which, being once well dried, makes the 
ftuff green, tranfparent, and extraordinary genteel : 
They make bonnets of it, vefts, and furtouts, that 
refill the rain for fome time ; but it gets thro’ all 
at laft, unlefs the garment be a choice one, and 
carefully prepared. The boots are of leather, but fo 
little that the ftockins are fpoiled at the knee, except 
one be a horfeback, like the Tartars, with their legs 
doubled up, and their ftirrups extremely fhort. 

The mourning habit hath alfo fomething odd in. 
it. The bonnet, vefts, furtout, ftockins and boots 
are made of white linen, and from the prince to the 
moft inferior handicrafts-men, none dare wear any 
of another colour. In clofe mourning the bonnet 
feems phantaftick, and very difficult to be reprefent- 
ed ; it is of a red and very clear canvas cloth, not 
much unlike the canvas we ufe for packing up goods. 
The veft is kept clofe with a girdle of canvas ; the 
Chinefe, in this pofture, do at the beginning affedt 
a carelefs behaviour, and grief and furrow feems 
painted all over the outward man s but, all being no¬ 
thing but ceremony and afiedtation with them, they 
eafily put on their own face again s they can laugh 
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and cry both in a breath ; for I have feen fome 
laugh immediately after they had fhed abundance 
of tears over the tomb of their fathers. 

Perhaps, my lord, you may have the curiofity 
to know, after \vhat manner the mifîîonaries, who 
labour about the converfion of the infidels, are ha¬ 
bited ; the laws, that fuffer no foreign mode to 
take place, determined the firft jefuits to take the 
garb of the Bonzes at the beginning : but this 
garb* tho’ grave and modeft enough, was fo cried' 
down by the ignorance and irregular life of thofe 
wicked ptiefts, that that alone was fufficient to de¬ 
prive us of the company and cortefpondence of 
honeft people. 

In effedl, nothing was fo diametrically oppofite 
to religion ! fo that, after a long deliberation, they 
thought it more advifable to take the ftudent’s 
habit, which, together with the quality of Eu¬ 
ropean doélor, did capacitate us to fpeak to the 
people with fome authority, and to be heard By 
the Mandarines with fome refpe<ft. From that ve¬ 
ry time, we had free accels every where, and God 
did fo far vouchfafe a bleffing to the labours of 
our firft miflionaries, that the gofpel in a fhort time 

1 was pro- abated with considerable fuccefs. r l d # . 

But in the late revolution of the empire, thefe 
it fathers, as well as the Chinefe, were forced to 

go habited in the Tartarian fafhion, as I told 
you. When v/e vifit the Mandarines upon account 
of religion, we were forced to wear a veft and fur- 
tout of common filk -, but at home, we were cloth¬ 
ed in ferge or painted linnen. 

So that, my lord, preferving as much as lies in 
us the fpirit of poverty fuitable to our condition, we 
endeavour to become all things to all men, after the 
apoftles example, that we may the more eafily win 
over fome to Je fus Chrift \ being perfuaded, that, as 
to a miftionary, the garment, diet, manner of living, 

L and 
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and exterior cuftoms ought all to be referred to the 
great defign he propofes to himfelf, to convert the 
whole earth. A man muft be a Barbarian with Bar¬ 
barians, polite with men of parts, auftere and rigid 
to excefs among the Indian penitents, handfomely 
drefs’d in China, and half naked in the wildernefs 
of Maduré, to the end that the gofpel always 
uniform, always unalterable in itfelf, may the more 
eafily infinuate itfelf into the minds of men whom 
an holy compliance and conformity to cuftoms, re¬ 
gulated by chriftian prudence, have already pre- 
poftefs’d in favour to us. I am, with the moft 
profound refped, 

My Lord, 
Tour moft humble, 

and moft obedient Servant, 
L. J. 

LETTER VI. 

To the Dut chefs of Bouillon. 

Of the 0economy and Magnificence of the Chinefe. 

Madam, THE earned: defire I have obferved in your 
grace, to be fully informed of the prefent 

ftate of the millions in China, hath been an infinite 
fatisfa&ion to me : but I confefs, I was a little fur- 
prifed, that, when this new world abounds with fo 
many curiofities, you fhould chiefly defire an ac¬ 
count of the Chinefe gallantry and magnificence. I 
know very well that this is the ufual fubjed of 
difcourle among the ladies, and I could have al- 
moft expeded no more from any other of your 
fex. 

But: 



of the Chinefë. 14 7 

But for you, madam, when I had the honour to 
fee you, I have prepared materials of a quite diffe¬ 
rent nature : I made account you would difcourfe 
with me concerning the ingenuity, fciences, and po- 
litenefs of this people : and whereas travellers do 
ufually affedt to prefer what they have feen a- 
mongft foreigners, to that which is found in their 
native foil, I plea fed myfelf, that I could fincere- 
ly and fafely tell you, that the French ladies (I 
mean thofe, who like you have raifed themfelves 
above thole toyifh cares, that do in a manner 
totally poffefs the fair fex) have more wit, capa¬ 
city, and a more raifed genius, even in the folid 
and fubftantial fciences, than all the great dodtors 
of that empire ; for, as for politenefs, I can fcarce 
believe, madam, that you can doubt of it, fince 
one need not be accomplifhed with half the po¬ 
litenefs you are miftrefs of, to deface and eclipfe 
the moft polite courts of the Eaft. 

But fince, either by chance, or by your own choice, 
you have been pleafed to confine yourfelf to another 
fubjedt, and that you defire a methodical account of 
what I have had the honour to relate to you of 
it ; I fhall obey you, madam, not only with that 
profound refpedl I owe to your quality and merit, 
but alfo with all the fentiments of grateful acknow¬ 
ledgment which the many honours and favours,I have 
received from your grace, can infpire me with. 

The Chinefe come far fhort of us in the magnifi¬ 
cence of their houfes, befides that, the architecture 
is not beautiful, nor the apartments fpacious, they 
do not ftudy to adorn them, and that chieflv for 
two reafons : The firft is, Becaufe all the palaces of 
the Mandarines belong to the emperor, he lodges 
them there -, and in feme places (I cannot fay in 
all) the people furnifh them. The people, to be fure, 
are always at as little expence as they can, and the 
Mandarines do not care to ruin themfelves by fur- 

L 2 nifhing 
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nifhing palaces, that they are every day in danger 
of forfaking, becaufe their places are properly nothing 
but commiflions, which are many times taken away 
upon the lead fault. 

The fécond reafon is fetch’d from the cuftom of 
the country, which does not allow to receive vifits 
in the inner part of the houfe, but only at the en¬ 
trance in a Divan they have contrived for the cere¬ 
monies. It is a banqueting-houfe all open, that 
hath no other ornament befides one Angle order of 
columns of wood painted or varnifhed, which they 
ufe only to uphold the beams and timber, that often 
appears under the tiles, nobody taking care to cover it 
with a deling. So that it is no wonder if they retrench 
all the fuperfluous ornaments of their apartments, 
feeing foreigners and ftrangers fcarce ever fet foot 
in them -, they have neither looking-glafles, tapeflry- 
hangings, nor wrought chairs : gildings are not iri 
falhion, faving only in fome of the emperor’s or 
prince of the blood’s apartments. Their beds, which 
amongft them are one of the principal ornaments, | 
never come in fight ; and it would be a piece of grofs I 
incivility to carry a Arranger into a bed-chamber, e- 
ven when you pretend to fhew him your houfe. 

Infomuch that all their magnificence may be redu¬ 
ced to cabinets, tables, varnifh’d skreens, fome pic- ■ 

* tures, divers pieces of white fattin, upon which there : 
is writ in a large character fome fentence of morality, 
which is hung here and there in the chamber, to- ■ 
gether with fome veflels of porcelain ; neither have ! 
they occafion to ufe even them as we do, becaufe f 
there is no chimney to be feen in the chamber. 

Neverthelefs, thefe ornaments, if skilfully mana- ■ 
ged, are very fine and beautiful : varnifh, which 
is fo common in China, is difpers’d all over ; it takes 
all colours,. they mix flowers of gold and filver : 
with it, they paint men, mountains, palaces, huntings, 
birds, combats, and feveral figures, that make a j 
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bafs relief in the work, and renders it extremely 
pleafing and delightful, fo that in this point the 
Chinefe make a great fhow with a little charge. 

Befides the brightnefs and luftre which is the pro¬ 
perty of varnifh, it hath moreover a certain quality of 
preferving the wood upon which it is applied, espe¬ 
cially if they do not mix any other matter with it. 
Worms do not eafily breed in it, nay, and moi- 
fture fcarce ever penetrates it, not fo much as any 
feent can fallen to it ; if during meals there be any 
greafe or pottage fpilt, if it be prefently wiped with 
a wet clout, one not only finds no remainders or 
figns of it, but does not fo much as perceive the 
leaft fmell. 

People were miflaken when they fancied that var¬ 
nifh was a compof tion, and a peculiar Secret ; it is a 
gum that diftils from a tree, much what after the 
fame manner as rolin doth. In the tuns wherein 
it is tranfported, it refembles melted pitch or tar, ex¬ 
cepting only that it hath no fmell when it is ufed. 
There mud be oil mix’d with it, to temper it more 
or lefs, according to the quality of the work. 

For tables and ordinary chairs, it is Sufficient to I lay on two or three layers of varnifh, which makes 
it fo tranfparent, that one may difeern every vein of 
the wood thro’ it. Now, if you would hide all the 
matter on which you are at work, you muft do it 
over and over again, till at length it be nothing 
but ice, but fo fine at firfl, that it may Serve for 
a mirror. When the work is dry, they paint upon 
it Several figures in gold, filver, or any other colour -, 
they go over that again, if they pleafe, with a flight 
touch of varnifh, to give them a luftre, and the 
better to preferve them. 

But thofe, who would perform a finifhing ftroke, 
glew upon the wood a kind of pafteboard, compofed 
of paper, packthread, lime, and Some other fubftance 

well beaten, with which the varnifh incorporateth. 
L 3 They 
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They compofe a ground of it perfeétly even and 
folid, upon which is applied the varnifh by little and 
little, in little dratums, which they dry one after 
another. Every workman hath a peculiar fecret to 
perfeét his work, as in all other occupations. But 
in my opinion, befides the dexterity and flight of 
hand, and the due tempering the varniih, that it 
may be neither too thick nor too thin, patience is 
what contributes the mod to the well fucceeding 
in this operation. There are very pretty curious 
cabinets at Tumkim ; but what are brought to us 
from Japan, are herein no way inferior to the China 
work. 

As for porcelain, it is fuch.an ordinary moveable* 
that it is the ornament of every houfe ; the tables* 
the (ide-boards, nay, the kitchen is cumber’d with 
it, for they eat and drink out of it, it is their ordinary 
veffel : there are likewife made huge flower-pots of 
it. The very archite&s cover roofs, and make ufe 
of it fometimes to incrudate marble buildings. 

Amongd thofe that are mod in requed, there are 
of three different colours -, fome are yellow, yet tho* 
the earth be very fine, they appear more coarfe than 
the others ; and the reafon is, becaufe that colour 
does not admit of fo fine polilhing ; it is ufed in the 
emperor’s palace. Yellow is his own proper colour, 
which is not allowed to any perfon to bear -, fo that 
one may fafely fay, that, as for the bufinefs of por¬ 
celain, the emperor is the word ferved. 

The fécond fort is of a grey colour, with abundance 
of fmall irregular lines in it, that crofs one another, 
as if the veffel was all over driped, or wrought with 
inlaid or Mofaick work. I cannot imagine how they 
form thefe figures ; for I have much ado to believe 
that they are able to draw them with a pencil. Per¬ 
haps, when the porcelain is baked, and yet hot, it is 
expofed to the cold air, or they infufe it in warm : 
water that opens it in that manner, on all fides, r 
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as it often happens to cryftals during winter ; after 
that, they add a ftratum of vartiilh to it,which covers 
thefe inequalities, and, by means of a gentle fire into 
which they put it again, it is made as even and po- 
lifhed as before. However it is, thefe fort of vales 
partake of a particular beauty ; and fure I am, the 
curious amongft us would much value them. 

Laft of all, the third fort of porcelain is white, 
with divers figures of flowers, trees, and birds, which 
they paint in blue, fuch as come hither into Europe : 
this is the commoneft of all, and every body ufes 
it. But in refpeél of glaffes and cryftals, as all work 
is not equally beautiful, fo amongft porcelains fome 
of them are but indifferent, and not worth much 
more than our earthen ware. 

Thofe that have skill do not always agree in the 
judgment they pafs upon them -, and I perceive, that 
in China, as well as in Europe, fancy bears a main 
ftroke in the matter ; yet it is granted by all hands, 
that four or five different things concur to make them 
compleat and perfetft *, the finenefs of the matter, the 
whitenefs, the politenefs, the painting, thedefigning 
of the figures, and the fafhion of the work. 

The finenefs is dilcovered by its tranfparency, in 
which, refped: is to be had to its thicknefs, the brims 
are commonly thinner, and it is in that place where 
they ought to be confidered : When the veftel is big, 
it is a difficult matter to determine any thing thereup¬ 
on, unlefs one have a mind to break off fome pieces 
below -, for there the colour of the inner part a- 
lone, or, as they term it, the Grain, affords a fhrewd 
guefs, which appears likewife, when the two pieces 
can be joined together again fo perfe&ly, that no 
rupture appears therein, for that is a fure token of 
the hardnefs, and confequently of the finenefs of 
the matter. 

The whitenefs is not to be confounded with the 

bçightnefs of the varnifh which is laid over the por- 
L 4 celain* 
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çelain, which fhews like a mirrour ; fo that, behold¬ 
ing it near to forne other objects, their colours are 
feen in it ; and this reflection alone is capable of 
making one pafs a wrong judgment upon its native 
whitenefs ; it mull be carried into the open air, 
if you would underftand its beauty or faults perfectly. 
Altho* this varnifh be perfectly incorporated with 
the matter, and tho’ it is mighty lading, yet it 
tarnifhes at long run, and lofeth that brisk fplen- 
dor it had at the beginning, from whence it comes 
to pafs, that the whitenefs appears more taking and 
pretty in aid porcelains ; not but the new ones for 
all that are as good, and will in fome time aflume 
the fame colour. 

The fmoothnefs and finenefs of them confift in 
two things, in the brightnefs of the varnifh, and 
evennefs of the matter. The varnifh fhould not be 
thick, otherwife there will be a cruft introduced, 
which will not be incorporated enough with the 
porcelain -, beftdes, its luftre will be too great and 
fprightly. The matter is perfectly equal and even, 
when it has not the lead bump, when there is to 
be obferved in it neither grain, riling, nor de- 
preftion : There are few veffels but have fome one of 
thefe defeats ; there muft not only be found no lpots 
nor flaws, but notice muft he taken whether there 
be fome places brighter than others, which happens 
when the pencil is unequally poifed ; which fome- 
times alfo happens when the varnifh is laid on, if 
every part be not equally dry ; for the leaft moi- 
fture caufeth a fenflble difference therein. 

The painting is not one of the leaft beauties of the 
porcelain ; for that purpofe one may make ufe of all 
colours, but commonly they ufe red, and much more 
blue. I never faw any vefiel whofe red was lively 
enough ; it is not becaufe theChinefe have not very 
lovely red, but perhaps, becaufe the moft lively and 
fubtil parts of this colour are imbibed by the rough- 

nefg 
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nefs of the matter on which it is laid : for the diffe¬ 
rent grounds contribute much to the heightening or 
leffeningthe luftre of the colours. As for blue, they 
have it moft excellent ; however, it is very difficult 
to hit upon that exadt temperature, where it is neither 
too pale, deep, intenfe, nor too bright. But that 
which workmen moft diligently feek after is, to per¬ 
fect the extremities of the figures, fo that the co¬ 
lour do not extend beyond the pencil, to the end 
that the whitenefs of the porcelain may not be fullied 
by a certain bluiffi water, which flows, if lpecial 
care be not taken from the colour itfelf, when it is 
not well pounded, or when the matter on which it is 
laid, hath not attained a good degree of dry nefs ; 
much after the fame manner as happens to paper that 
blots when it is moift, or when you write with 
naughty ink. 

It were well if the Chinefe defigns in their paint¬ 
ing were a little better. Their flowers are pretty 
well, but their human figures are monftrous, which 
difgrace them among ftrangers, who imagine, that 
they are in effedt as monftrous in their fhape, as 
they appear in the pidlures ; yet thofe are their ufual 
ornaments. The more regular defigns and fkilful 
draughts would be lefs pleafing to them than thefe 
anticks. 

To make amends, they are very ingenious and 
expert in turning their vafes well, of what fize foever 
they be. The figure of them is bold, well propor¬ 
tioned, perfectly round -, nay, and I do not believe 
that our Ikilfulleft workmen are able to fafhion the 
great pieces better*, they, as well as we, put a great 
value upon ancient vafes, but for a reafon quite dif¬ 
ferent from ours*, we value them becaufe they are 
fairer, they for their antiquity *, not but that the 
artificers are as expert, and the matter as good now 
as heretofore : there are very fine ones made at this 
day *, and I have feen at fome Mandarines houfes 

• whole 
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whole fervices that were Superfine. But the Euro¬ 
pean merchants do no longer trade with the good 
workmen, and, having no (kill in them themfelves, 
they accept whatfoever the Chinefe expofe to Tale ; 
for they vend them in the Indies. Befides no body 
takes care to furnifh them with examples of draughts, 
or to befpeak particular pieces of work beforehand. 
If Mr. Confiance had lived, we fhould quickly have 
known in France that China had not loft the fecret 
of making porcelain : but this is not the greateft lofs 
we have fuftained by his death *, what religion fuffers 
by it, through all the Eaft, will fcarce give us leave 
to take notice of the alterations it hath caufed in 
arts and trading. 

There is yet another reafon that makes the curious 
porcelain fo rare ; the emperor has constituted in the 
province, where the manufacture chiefly is, a parti¬ 
cular Mandarine, whole care it is to make choice of 
the faireft vafes for the court ; he buys them at a 
very reafonable rate, fo that the workmen, being but 
ill paid, do not their belt, and are not willing to take 
any pains for that which will not enrich them. But 
fhould a private man employ them, who would 
not Spare for coft and charges, we fhould have at 
this day as curious pieces of workmanfhip, as thole 
of the ancient Chinefe. 

The China ware that is brought to us from Fokien, 
does not delerve the name of it ; it is black, coarfe, 
and is not fo good as our Fayance. That which is 
moil look’d upon is that which is made in the pro¬ 
vince of Quamfi, the clay is found in one place and 
the water in another, becaufe it is clearer and cleaner -, 
perhaps alfo, this water they make ufe of before any 
other, becaufe it is impregnated with Some peculiar 
faits, proper to purify and refine the clay, or by the 
more ftri&ly uniting the parts, as it happens in lime, 
which is good for nothing, if it be not flaked in 
fome certain waters, whereas others make it more 
compact, ftrong, and adhering. In 
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In brief, it is a miftake to think that there is re- 
quifite one or two hundred years to the preparing 
the matter for the porcelain, and that its compofition 
is fo very difficult -, if that were fo, it would be 
neither fo common nor fo cheap. It is a clay differ 
than ordinary clays -, or rather a kind of a foJft white 
ftone, that is found in the quarries of that province. 
After having waffi’d the pieces of it, and feparated 
the heterogeneous earth that may chance to be mix’d 
with it, they bray it fmall till it be reduc’d to a 
fubtil powder. How fine foever it may appear, yet 
they continue pounding it for a long time -, altho* 
by the touch no difference is to be perceived, yet 
they are perfuaded that it is indeed made much 
more fubtil, that the infenfible parts are lefs mix’dr 
and that the work thereby comes to be whiter and 
more tranfparent. Of this fubtil powder they make 
a pafte, which they knead, and beat a long while 
likewife, that it may become fofter, and that the 
water may be the more perfe&ly incorporated there¬ 
with. When the earth is well moulded, they en¬ 
deavour the figuring of it. It is not likely that 
they ufe moulds, as they do in fome other forts of 
potteries -, it is more probable that they faffiion them 
upon the wheel like us. So foon as their work 
pleafes them they expofe it to the fun, morning and 
evening, but take it away again when the fun 
waxes too hot, for fear of warping it. So the 
vafes dry by degrees, and they apply the painting 
at their leifure, when they judge the ground proper 
to receive it -, but becaufe neither the vafes nor the 
colours have fufficient luftre, they make a very fine 
broth or ly of the matter of the fame porcelain, 
wherewith they pafs feveral ftrokes upon the work, 
that gives them a particular whitenefs and luftre *, 
this is what I call the varniffi of the porcelain. They 
affiured me in the kingdom of Siam, that they 
mix’d with it fome common varniffi, with the com¬ 
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portion made of the white of an egg, and fhining 
bones of fifh -, but this is but a fancy, and the 
workmen of Fokien, who work juft as thofe of 
Quamfi, don’t do otherwife. After all thefe pre¬ 
parations, they put the vafes in a furnace, wherein 
they kindle a gentle and confiant uniform fire, that 
bakes them without breaking ; and, for fear left the 
exterior air fhould do them damage, they do not 
draw them out till a long while after, when they 
have acquired their due confidence, and have been 
gradually cooled. 

This is all, madam, I have to fay to the myftery 
of porcelain, that they have fo long fought after in 
Europe. Providence, and the profperity of religion, 
that obliged me to run over the greateft part of 
China, did not carry me into the province of Quamfi, 
where the earth is found whereof they make it ; fo 
that I do not fufficiently know it, as to my own 
particular, fo far as to be able to defcribe the nature 
and particular qualities thereof ; perhaps it is not 
much different from fome foft ftones that are found 
in feveral provinces of France. And if fo be the 
ingenious would pleafe to make fome experiments, 
and operate diligently, by making ufe of feveral 
forts of waters, after the above-mentioned manner, 
it might not be impoftible to fucceed. 

Befides thefe varnifh’d cabinets and veffels of 
porcelain, the Chinefe adorn likewife their apart¬ 
ments with pictures : they do not excel in this art, 
becaufe they are not curious in perfpe&ive, notwith- 
ftanding they diligently apply themfelves to painting ; 
they take delight in it ; and there are a great com¬ 
pany of painters among them : fome paint the ceil¬ 
ing, reprefenting, upon the chamber-walls, an order 
of architecture without fymmetry, by bands or fillets 
continued all along around at the top and bottom of 
the wall, and above the capital of the column, which 
contains only ftngle columns, placed at an equal 

diftance* 
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diftance, without any other ornament of architecture. 
Others only whiten the chamber, or glew paper 
upon it. They hang the pictures of their anceftors 
up and down* with fome maps and pieces of white 
fattin, on which are painted flowers, fowls, mountains 
and palaces ; upon fome others they write in capital 
letters fentences of morality, that explain the max¬ 
ims and rules of perfedt government. Some chairs, 
varnifh’d tables, fome cabinets, flower-pots, and 
lanthorns of Aile, well ordered, and placed in due 
proportion, make a pretty handfome apartment. 

Altho’ you do not enter the bed-chamber, yet 
are their beds very fine ; in fummer they have taffaty 
curtains powdered with flowers, trees, and birds, in 
gold and filk embroidery. The fort of work that 
comes from the province of Nankim is in requeft, 
and this is the moll noble and fine of all the Chinefe 
furniture. Others have curtains of the fineft gaze, 
which is no fecurity againfl: the weather, but clofe 
enough to defend them againfl: flies and gnats, that 
are intolerable in the night. In winter they make 
ufe of coarfe fattin ditched with dragons and other 
figures, according as their fancy guides them : the 
counterpain is in a manner the fame. They do not 
ufe feather-beds, but their cotton quilts are very 
thick -, their bedftead ordinarily is of joiners work, 
beautified with figures. I have feen fome very fine 
and exquifite. 

By all that I have faid, you may judge, madam, 
that thefe people have Ihut themfelves up within 
the bounds of neceflity and profit, without being 
over foliicitous about magnificence -, their houfes are 
neat and decent, but not fine : they feem ftill more 
negligent as to their gardens ; they have in that 
relpedt conceptions much different from ours ; for 
except places defigned for the fepulchre of their an¬ 
ceftors, which they leave untilled, they wrould think 
themfelves out of their wits to put the ground to 

no 
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no other ufe than to make alleys and walks, to cul¬ 
tivate flowers, and plant groves of unprofitable trees. 
The benefit of the commonwealth commands that all 
fhould be fowed ; and their own particular intereft, 
that more nearly concerns them than the publick 
good, doth not permit them to prefer pleafure to 
profit. 

5Tis true, the flowers of the country do not de- 
ferve their looking after -, they have none curious ; 
and tho* many may be met with like thofe in Eu¬ 
rope, yet they cultivate them fo ill, that one has 
much ado to know them. Neverthelefs there are 
trees in fome places that would afford great orna¬ 
ment in their gardens, if they knew how to order 
them. Inftead of fruit, they are almofl: all the year 
long laden with flowers of a florid carnation ; the 
leaves are fmall, like thofe of the elm, the trunk 
irregular, the branches crooked, and bark fmooth. 
If alleys were made of them, mixing therewith 
(which might eafily be done) fome orange trees, it 
would be the moft pleafant thing in the world ; but, 
feeing the Chinefe walk not much, alleys do not 
agree with them. 

Amongfl: other trees they might difpofe of in 
gardens, there is one they call the Outom-chu, re- 
fembling the fycomore ; the leaves are in a diameter 
between eight or nine inches, faftened to a ftalk a 
foot long, it is extremely tufted, and laden with 
clufters of flowers, fo thick fet, that the fun cannot 
pierce it with his rays : the fruit, which is extraor¬ 
dinary fmall, notwithftanding the tree is very large, 
is produced after this manner : Towards Auguft, or 
the end of July, there fpring, out of the very point 
of the branches, little bunches of leaves different 
from the other; they are whiter, fofter, and as broad, 
and are in lieu of flowers *, upon the border of each 
of thefe leaves grow three or four fmall grains or 
kernels, as big as green peafe, that inclofe a white 

fubftance. 
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fubftance, very pleafant to the tafte, like to that of 
an hazle nut that is not yet ripe. This tree being 
fruitful, and the manner of bearing its fruit being 
fomething extraordinary, I was apt to believe, madam, 
you might be defirous to fee the figure of it, which 
I have caufed to be engraven. 

The Chinefe, who fo little apply themfelves to 
order their gardens, and give them real ornaments, 
do yet delight in them, and are at fome coft about 
them ♦, they make grotto’s] in them, raife little 
pretty artificial eminences, tranfport thither by pieces 
whole rocks, which they heap one upon another, 
without any further defign than to imitate nature. 
If they could, befides all this, have the convenience 
of fo much water as is neceffary to water their cab¬ 
bage and liguminous plants, they would defire no 
more. The emperor hath fountains, after the Eu¬ 
ropean manner -, but private perfons content them¬ 
felves with their ponds and wells. 

Butaltho* the Chinefe negleét the ornaments of their 
houfes, yet no people affeét more to appear magnifi¬ 
cent in publick. The government, that condemns, 
or rather does not allow, but regulates expences as 
to other matters, does not only approve of this, but 
contributes to it on thefe occafions, for reafons that I 
fhall tell you in the fequel of the hiftory. 

When perfons of quality receive vifits, or make 
any, when they go along the ftreets, or when upon 
their journey, but efpecially at fuch time when they 
appear before the emperor, or make their addrefs to 
the viceroys, they are always accompanied with a 
train and air of grandeur that fills one with aftonifh- 
ment. 

The Mandarines, richly habited, are carried in a 
fedan gilded, and open, borne upon the fhoulders of 
eight, or fixteen perfons, accompanied with all the 
officers of their tribunal, who furround them with 
umbrello’s and other marks of their dignity. Some 

. ’ walk 
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walk before them two and two, bearing chains, faf- 
ces, efcutcheons of varnitti’d wood, upon which may 
be read, in large gold characters, all the titjes of ho¬ 
nour annex’d to their places of truft, together with a 
brazen bafon, upon which they beat a certain number 
of ttrokes, according to the rank they bear in the pro¬ 
vince ; they continually fpeak aloud, and threaten 
the people to make way. Other officers follow in 
the fame order, and fometimes four or five gentle¬ 
men on horfeback bring up the rear. Some Manda¬ 
rines never appear in publick without a train of three 
or fourfcore domefticks. 

Thofe that belong to the army go commonly on 
horfeback, and, if of any confiderable rank, they 
are evermore at the head of twenty-five or thir¬ 
ty cavaliers. The princes of the blood at Pekin 
are preceded by four of their officers, and follow 
themfelves in the midft of a fquadron that marches 
without order. But then they wear no liveries in 
China, but the domefticks are habited accord¬ 
ing to the quality of their matters in black fattin, 
or painted linnen. Altho the horfes be neither fine 
nor well managed, yet are the trappings and har- 
nefs very magnificent ; the bits, faddle, and ftir- 
rups are gilded, or elle of filver. Inftead of lea¬ 
ther, they make bridles of two or three twifts of 
coarfe pink’d fattin, two fingers broad. Under the 
horfe’s neck, at the beginning of the breaft-plate, 
hang two great tafiels of that curious red horfe-hair 
wherewith they cover their bonnets, which are fatt¬ 
ened to two huge buttons of brafs gilded or wafh’d 
with filver, hung at rings of the fame metal ; this 
jfhews fine in a cavalcade, but upon a long journey, 
efpecially upon a courfe, it is cumberfome. 

Not only the princes and perfons of the higheft 
rank appear in publick with a train, but even thofe 
of a meaner quality go always on horfeback along the 
ttreets, or in a clofe fedan, followed by feveral foot¬ 

men 
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men ; the Tartarian ladies do often make ufe of 
calafhes with two wheels, but they have not the 

ufe of the coach. 
The magnificence of the Chinefe Mandarines 

principally difplays itfelf in the journeys they take by 
Water ; the prodigious bignefs of their barges, that 
are little inferior to fhips, the finery, carving, paint¬ 
ing and gilding of the apartments, the great num¬ 
ber of officers and feamen that ferve aboard, the dif¬ 
ferent badges of their dignity every where difplayed, 
their arms, flags, dreamers, and the like, do abun¬ 
dantly diftinguifh them from the Europeans, who 
are never worle accoutred, or more • carelefs than 
when they travel. 

Befides,' the Chinefe have their folemn feafls, 
which they -celebrate with great pomp and charges * 
the firfl three days in the year are fpent in rejoycing 
throughout the whole empire ; they array them- 
felves magnificently, they vifit one another, they 
fend prefents to all their friends, and to all the per- 
fons whom it any way concerns them to obferve* Î Gaming, feafting, and comedies take up every body’s 
time. Ten or twelve days before abundance of lit- [tie robberies are committed, becaufe thofe, who are 
deftitute of money, feek how* to come by it, and 

fc are refolved to have fome whoever goes without, to Ifupply them in thefe divertifements. 
The 15th day of the firfl month is fl'.ill more fo¬ 

lemn -, they call it the Day or Feafl of Lan thorns \ 
becaufe they hang them up in ail the houfes, and in 
all the flreets, in fuch a great nu tuber, that it is a 
madnefs rather than a feflival : they light up, it may 
be, that day two hundred millions. You will fee, 
madam, by what I am going to relate, that they 
have run into extremes in this ceremony, which 
otherwiie might have been tolerated, as feveral other 
cufloms are, to comply with that people’s humour, 

M but 
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but which now are become the moft ferious delight 

of perfons of quality. 
They expofe to view that day lanthorns of all 

prices *, fome of them colt two thoufand crowns 5 
and fome of the nobility retrench every year fome- 
thing from their table, apparel or equipage, to ap¬ 
pear magnificent in lanthorns. It is not the materials 
that are dear, the gilding, fculpture, the painting, 
filk and varnifh make all the fhow. As for the big- 
nefs it is immenfe. There are fome of them to be 
feen of upward of twenty feven feet diameter : thefe 
are halls, or chambers, and three or four of thefe 
machines would make pretty handfome apartments ; 
info much that you will admire, madam, when I 
tell you that in China we may eat, lie, receive vifits, 
reprefent comedies, and dance balls in a lanthorn. 

A publick bonfire is little enough to enlighten it ; 
but becaufe it would be inconvenient, they are fatif- 
fied with an infinite number of wax-candles or lamps, 
which at a diftance (hew very pretty. There are alfo 
reprefen ted divers fhows to gratify the vulgar ; and 
there are perfons concealed, who, by the help of 
feveral little machines, make puppets to play of the 
bignefs of men and women, the actions of which 
are fo natural, that even thofe, who are acquainted 
with the trick, are apt to be miftaken : for my part, , 
madam, I was not deceived, becaufe I was never 1 
prelent at thefe fpeétacles. What I relate is upon ' 
the report of theChinefe,and upon the credit of fome : 
relations whofe authors are well known, and whom \ 
I fhould be loth to condemn. 

Befides thefe prodigious lanthorns, there are an 1 
infinite number of a middle fize, of which I can ip 

more fafely fpeak -, I have feen of them not only 
neat, but magnificent ; they are commonly compo- 
fed of fix faces, or pains, each of which makes ar 
frame four feet high, a foot and an half broad,, 

of varnifh’d wood, and adorned with fome gild- 

1 
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îngs. They hang it on the infide with a web of fine 
tranfparent filk, whereon are painted flowers, trees, 
rocks* and fometimes human figures. The painting 
is very curious, the colours lively, and when the 
Wax-candles are lighted, the light difperfeth a fplen- 
dor that renders the work altogether agreeable. 

Thefe fix pannels join’d together compofe an hex¬ 
agon, clofed at the top by fix carved figures, that 
make the crown of it. There are hung round about 
broad firings of fattin of all colours, like ribbons, 
together with divers other filken ornaments that fail 
upon the angles, without hiding any thing of the 
light, or pictures. We fometimes ufe them for an 
ornament to our churches. The Chinefe hang them 
in windows, in their halls, and fometimes in publick 
places. 

Hie feafi of lanthorns is alfo celebrated by bon¬ 
fires that are kindled at that time in all quarters of 
the city, and by fireworks ; for there is no body 
but lets of? fquibs aud crackers. Some have fpoken 
of thefe as the fineft fireworks in the world. We are 
told that there appear figures of whole trees covered 
with leaves and fruit, you may there difiinguifh the 
cherries, raifms, apple9 and oranges, not only by 
their figures, but alfo by their particular colour; 

! every thing is painted to the life, infomuch that one 
would really imagine that they are naturally trees 
that are enlightened in the night, and not an artifi¬ 
cial fire, on which they have befiowed the figure 

ü and appearance of trees. 
Thefe defcriptions, in fome relations of China, If excite in thofe, who travel thither, a real paflion to 

behold all thefe miracles ; I fhould have been very 
| glad, as others are, to have upon my own perfo- 
i nal knowledge been able to have related them. I 
have often fought for an occafion, but all in vain. 
Thefe fires are not fo ordinary as people imagine, 

i and to retrieve them it will perhaps be neceflary to 
M 2 go 
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go back to their time who writ of them. The father 
miflionaries that fojourn at Pekin, who have been 
cye-witneftes of what was performed on this account 
in the emperor’s palace, have often told me, that it 
was not at all as they imagined it to be, and at the 
bottom, that there was nothing very extraordinary 

in it. 
Neverthelefs, madam, it is not juft wholly to 

condemn thefe authors, as perfons of no credit ; 
they are good honeft mifiionaries, who would not 
impofe upon us at pleafure, and wThat I have feen in 
India, and efpecially upon the coaft of Coromondel, 
may juftify them in fome refpeét ; they do there re¬ 
ally reprefent all forts of figures, not by artificial 
works that burft in the air like our fquibs (for to me 
it feems not poftible to reduce flame to fuch deter¬ 
mined figures as would be neceftary to diftinguifh 
raifins and leaves, and much lefs to imitate every re- 
fpeblive colour that is natural to fruits) but by 
means of a combuftible matter compounded of 
fulphur, camphire, and fome other ingredients, 
wherewith they dawb pieces of wood in form of a 
crofs, of trees, and flowers, or in any other form 
they pleafe. 

As foon as they have given fire to it, that ex¬ 
panded gum is let on fire on all fides like coal, 
and reprelents, till it be totally confumed, the fi¬ 
gure of the wood on which it was applied -, fo that 
it is no great wonder that they fhould make trees 
and fruits of fire -, and I do imagine thofe, they fo 
much magnify in China, may be fome fuch thing. 

Not but that thefe forts of fires have their beauty ; 
for, befides their particular colour, the prettieft, 
moll fplendid, and withal the moft pleafant to the 
eye imaginable, it is no mean ornament in a publick 
illumination, to be able to reprefent men and horfes 
of fire, palaces all on fire, with their order of ar¬ 
chitecture, cartouches, and armories of light, and 

a 
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a great company of other rep re fen tarions, that might 
be made in Europe with a great deal more exacftnefs 
than in the Eaft ; where the artificers neither have 
ingenuity to contrive great defigns, nor dexterity 
enough perfectly to execute them. 

Perhaps, madam, you will have the curiofity to 
learn what might have given occafion to the Chinefe 
to ordain fuch an extravagant feftival as this,whereof 
I have the honour to fpeak to your grace. As it 
is very ancient, fo the original feems very obfcure. 
The vulgar afcribe it to an accident that happened 
in the family of a famous Mandarine, whofe daugh¬ 
ter, walking one evening upon the banks of a river, 
fell in, and was drowned j the afHkfted father, with 
his family, run thither, and the better to find her, 
he caufed a great company of lanthorns to be light¬ 
ed. All the inhabitants of the place thronged after 
him with torches, they fearched for her all night 
to no purpofe, and the Mandarine’s only comfort 
was to fee the willingnefs and readinefs of the peo¬ 
ple, every one of which feem’d, as if he had loft 
his own filler, becaufe they look’d upon him as their 
father. 

The year enfuing they made fires upon the fhore 
on the fame day, they continued the ceremony every 
year, every one lighted his lanthorn, and by de¬ 
grees it commenc’d into a cuftom. The Chinefe 
are pretty fuperftitious in this refpecft ; but there is 
no probability that fuch a fmall lofs fhould have fuch 
a mighty influence upon a whole empire. 

Some Chinefe do<5tors pretend that this feftival 
deduceth its original from a ftory which they report 
in the manner following : Three thoufand five hun¬ 
dred and eighty three years ago, China was governed 
by a prince named Ki,the laft emperor of thefirft race, 
whom Pleaven was pleafed to endue with qualities 
capable of conftituting an hero, if love to women, 
and the fpirit of debauchery, that took poftèfîion of 

M 3 his 
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his heart, had not reduced him to a monfter in the 
empire, and an objedt of abhorrence in nature. 

He had rare parts, a winning, pleafing way with 
him, great courage, and was of fuch extraordinary 
ftrength of body, that he broke iron with his hand» 
But this Sampfon had his miftrefles, and grew weak ; 
amongft other extravagancies, they relate^ that he 
exhaufted all his treafures in building a tower of pre~ 
cious ftones to honour the memory of a concubine % 
and that he filled a pool with wine, for him and 
three thoufand young men to bathe in, after a lafci- 
vious manner. Thefe exceffes, and many other 
abominations, prevailed with the wifefl of his court 
to offer him fome advice, according to the cuftom, 
but he put them to death ; yea, and he imprifoned 
one of the kings of the empire, who endeavoured 
to divert him from thefe diforders : at length he 
committed a faéfc that confummated the deftruclion 
of himfelf and all his family. 

One day, in the heat of his debaucheries and job 
lity, complaining that life was too fhort, I Jhould be 
content3 fays he to the queen whom he doated on, 
if I could make you, eternally happy \ but in a few 
years, nay in a fezv days per adventure death willy in 
fpite of us> put an end to our pleafures % and all my 
power will not fufjice to give you a life longer than 
that which the lowed of ipy fubjebls hopes to have \ 
this thought continually troubles my fpirit, and difperfes 
ever my heart a bit ter nefs that hinders me from relljh■» 
ing the fweetnefs of life : why cannot I make you reign 
for ever ? and feeing there are ftars that never ceafe 
Joining, muft you needs be fubjepl to death ? you that 
jhine more bright upon earthy than all the ftars do in 
heaven. 

%cfis true y my lord, faith this foolifh princefs, that 
you cannot make your life eternal, but it depends on you 
to forget the brevity of it y and to live as tho* you Jhould 

never die ; what need have we of the fun and moon ta 
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meafure the duration of our life ? ’The morning ftar 
that rifes every mornings and the night that comes 
every evening, do continually put us in mind of the be¬ 
ginning and end of our days -, as thofe begin and end, 
fo do ours, that are begun, advance with precipitation 
and will fpeedily be at an end. 

Come, come, fir, let us no longer cafi our eyes upon 
thefe globes that roll over our heads : have you a mind 
once for all to cure your imagination ? buildyourfelf a 
new heaven, ever enlightened, always ferene, always 
favourable to your defires -, where we fhall perceive 
not the leajl footftep of the inftability of human things. 
Tou may eaftly do it, by eretling a great and magnifi¬ 
cent palace, fhut up on all fides from the light of the 
fun -, you may hang up all around magnificent lanthorns, 
whofe confiant fplendor will be preferable to that of the 
fun. 

Caufe to be tranfported thither whatfoever is capa¬ 
ble of contributing to your pleafure -, and, for fear of 
being one moment difirabled by them, break off all cor- 
Yefpondence with other creatures. We will both of us 
enter into this new world that you floall create : I will 
be to you in lieu of all things -, you alone will there 
yield me more pleafure than all the old world can offer ; 
yea, nature itfelf, that will be renewed for our fakes, 
will render us more happy than the gods are in hea¬ 
ven. ’Tis there that we will forget the viefftude of 
days and nights -, time fhall be no more in refpeff of 
us -, no more incumbrance, no more fhadow, no more 
clouds nor change in life -, and provided, my lord, that 
you on your part will be always confiant, always paf- 
Jionate, my felicity will feem to me unalterable, and 
your happinefs will be eternal. 

The emperor, whether it was that he thought 
he could deceive himfelf, or whether he had a mind 
to pleafe the queen, I cannot tell *, but he caufed 
this inchanted caftle to be built, and there immured 
her and himfelf. There he pafs’d feveral montha 
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immerfed in delights, and wholly taken up with his 
new life -, but the people, not being able to endure 
inch excefs, obliged one of the wifeft kings of the 
empire to declare againft him. 

So foon as the emperor had notice of the conspi¬ 
racy, he appeared prefently in the old world,which,- 
whether he would or no, ftuck more to his heart 
than the new : he appears at the head of an army 
to punifh this rebel j but feeing himrelf abandoned 
by the people, whom he had fo foolilhly deferted, 
he thought it his wifeft courfe to abdicate, and be¬ 
take himfelf to flight. During the three remaining 
years of his life, he wandered from province to pro¬ 
vince incognito in a poor condition, always in dan¬ 
ger of being difcovered, as if God, by this difquiet 
and continual agitation, had a mind to punifh him 
for that foft and effeminate repofe, wherein he 
thought to have found confiant delights and eternal 
felicity. In the mean time they ddtroyed his pa¬ 
laces, and to preferve the memory pi fueh an urn 
worthy aftion to pofterity, they hung up Ian thorns 
in every quarter of the city. This cuftôm became an- 
niverfary, and ftnce that time a confdc • able festival 
in the whole empire *, it is folemnized at Harnchru, 
with more magnificence than any where tJfe ; and 
the report goes that the illuminations there are fo 
fplendid, that an emperor once, not daring openly to 
leave his court to go thither, committed himfelf, 
with the queen, and lèverai princefles of his family, 
into the hands of a magician, who promifed him to 
tranfport them thither in a trice. Fie made them in 
the night to afcend magnificent thrones that were 
borne up by fwans, which in a moment arrived at 
Hamcheu. 

The emperor faw at his leifure all the folejnnity, 
being carried upon a cloud, that hovered over the 
city, and defcended by degrees ; and came back 
again with the fame fpeed and equipage, no body at 

court 
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Court perceiving his abfence. This is not the firft 
fable the Chinefe have told -, they have dories upon 
every thing, for they are fuperditious to excefs. 
And in point of magick, be it feigned or true, there 
is no people in the world that have come near them. 

However that be, certain it is, that they take 
huge delight in publick illuminations -, and one of 
their kings, who for his good qualities was become 
the darling of the people, once thought he could 
not better demonftrate to them his reciprocal affec¬ 
tion, than by inventing for their fakes fuch like 
feafts. So that once a year, for eight nights one 
after another, he opened his palace,which they took 
care to illuminate by abundance of lanthorns and 
fireworks. He appeared in perfon without any 
guards, and mixed in the middle of the croud, not 
fuffering them to diftinguifh him from others, to 
the end that every one might enjoy the liberty of 
fpeaking, playing, and hearing divers concerts of 
mufick there performed. 

This action hath rendered this prince renowned in 
the Chinefe hiftory -, but what would they have faid 
if they had chanced to be in the apartment of Ver- 
failles, where the bed and moft potent of kings fo 
often affembles all the innocent pleafures that chridia- 
nity allows, to make his court, if poffible, as happy 
as himfelf -, if they did but behold thofe illumina¬ 
tions, thofe concerts, thofe fports, thofe magnificent 
banquets, and the prince himfelf driving to mix with 
the multitude ; nay, and would be unknown, were 
he not didinguifhcd by an air of grandeur indepen¬ 
dent on his dignity,whereof he cannot dived himfelf. 

Since I am fpeaking, madam, of the magnifi¬ 
cence of the Chinefe, I cannot, without being want¬ 
ing in a material point, pafs over in filence what re¬ 
lates to their emperors, who never appear in pub- 
lick, but as fo many deities, environed with all the 

fplendor that may attrad the refped and veneration 
of 
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of the people. Heretofore they rarely ffiewed them- 
felves ; but the Tartars, who reign at prefent, are 
much more popular, and the late king did not ftand 
fo much upon nice punétilio’s. The prefent empe¬ 
ror in that, as well as in all things elfe, obferves à 
medium, which contents his own nation, without 
totally difpleafmg the Chinefe. Neverthelefs, as 
moderate as he is, in comparifon of the ancients, 
one may boldly fay, he never marches but at the 
head, or in the midft of an army. " 

At fuch time he is accompanied with all the lords 
of the court : there is nothing but ftlks, gildings, 
and precious ftones, every thing there is fplendid 
and pompous *, the arms, the horfes harnefs, the 
ambrello’s, the ftreamers, and a thoufand other 
badges of royal dignity, or of the particular quality 
of every prince, every where fparkle at that time. 1 
In a word, there is nothing more regular on thefe 
occurrences than this crowd -, every one knows his 
refpeétive rank *, and the head of that man, or at 
lead: his fortune, lies at ftake, who fhall prefume 
indifcreetly to difcompofe the order of the march. 

When he takes a progrefs to vffit the provinces 
of the empire, he goes commonly poft, followed . 
by a few guards and fome trufty officers ; but in 
all the cities upon the road, and in all the difficult 
paftages, there are fo many troops drawn up into 
battalia, that he feems to ride poft crofs an army. 

He goes fometimes into Tartary to take the di- 
vertifement of hunting, but yet always accompanied . 
as if he went to the conqueft of fome new empire. , 
He carries along with him no lefs than forty thou- } 
fand men, who endure a great deal of hardffiip, 
whether the weather be hot or cold, becaufe they 
encamp in a very inconvenient manner *, nay, and 
it fometimes happens, that, in one of thefe toilfome j 

huntings, there die more horfes than he would lofe : 
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m a pitch’d battle *, but he counts the definition 
of ten thoufand horfes as nothing. 

The fathers that accompany him thither fay, that 
never does his magnificence more difplay itfelf than 
upon this occafion ; there he fees fometimes thirty 
or forty petty Tartar kings, that come to addrefs 
him, or pay him tribute ; yea, there be fome of 
them that bear the name of Ham or Cham, that 
is to fay, emperor -, they are all of them juft as the 
Mandarines of the firft order, his penfioners ; he 
gives them his daughters in marriage -, and, to make 
them the more fure to his intereft, he declares him- 
felf their protetor againft all the weftern Tartars, 
who often annoy them ; nay, and have fometimes 
forces enough to attack China itfelf with fome face 
of good fuccefs. 

Whilft the croud of thefe petty fovereigns appears 
in the emperor’s camp, the court is wonderful furnp- 
tuous, and to the end he may poffefs thefe Barba¬ 
rians with fome idea of the power of China, the 
train, habits, and tents of the Mandarines are rich 
and glorious even to excefs. This is what the mif- 
fionaries, who have been witneffes of the fame, do 
report -, and I fuppofe we may give credit to their 
relations not only becaufe they all unanimoufly 
agree in this matter, but alfo becaufe what they fay 
does altogether comport with the genius of the 
Chinefe. 

That, which the relation of father Magalhen’s, 
newly tranflated with learned and ufeful notes, fays, 
concerning the pompous march of the emperor,when 
he goes to the temple to offer facrifices to Heaven, 
hath fomething odd in it, and deferves here to be 
repeated ; and fo much the more, becaufe thefe 
things are neither falfe nor magnified ; for the or¬ 
ders obferved in publick ceremonies are known to 
every body to be fo regular, that the very emperor 

dares not add or diminilh the leaft article, 
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This pompous ceremony begins with twenty four 
trumpets, adorned with golden coronets ; with 24 
drums ranked, each of them in two files ; 24 men 
armed with truncheons varnifh’d and gilt, 6 or 8 feet 
long, follow them in the fame order and rank *, after 
that follow 100 foldiers bearing noble halbards, 
armed with a femicircle of iron, in form of a cref- 
cent, followed with 100 ferjeants at mace, and two 
officers' whofe pikes are painted with red varnifh in 
different places, with flowers and golden figures. 

Next after this firfl: file are borne 400 curioufly 
wrought lanthorns, 400 flambeaux of a gilded wood 
that flame like our torches, 200 lances charged with 
huge tufts of filk, 24 banners, whereon are painted 
the figns of the zodiack, and 56 others that repre- 
fent the celeftial conftellations : there are to be feen 
moreover 200 fans with figures of dragons, and 
other animals *, 24 umbrello’s ftill more magnificent, 
and a livery cupboard borne by the officers of the pa¬ 
lace, whofe utenfils are of gold. 

All this does immediately precede the emperor, 
who at laft appears on horfeback, glorioufly attired, 
furrounded with fix white led horfes, whofe harnefs 
is covered with gold and precious ftones with 100 
life-guards and pages of honour ; they bear up be¬ 
fore him an umbrello that flbades him and the horfe, 
and dazzles the fight with all the ornaments that 
man could poffibly invent to enrich it. 

The emperor is followed by all the princes of the 
blood, by the Mandarines of the firfl: order, by the 
viceroys and principal lords of the court, all in their 
formalities : immediately after come 500 young 
gentlemen of quality, which may be called the band 
of gentlemen penfioners, attended by 1000 foot¬ 
men, array’d in carnation filk, bordered with flow¬ 
ers, ftitched with little flats in gold and filver. This 
fe properly the king’s houfinokL. 

• This 
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This retinue is (till more extraordinary by what 

follows, than by what went before : for immediate¬ 
ly 36 men bear an open fedan that refembles a tri¬ 
umphal chair, 120 bearers fupport another clofe one* 
fo big, that one would take it for an intire apart¬ 
ment. Afterwards there appear four chariots, the 
two firfl of which are drawn by elephants, and the 
other two by horfes. Each fedan and chariot hath 
a company of 50 men for its guard : the charioteers 
are richly apparelled, and the elephants, as well as 
the horfes, are covered with embroidered houfings. 

Then 2000 Mandarine officers, and 2000 officers 
of the army, all moft richly cloathed, marching in 
order, and according to their cuftom, with a gravity 
that commands refpedl, bring up the rear of this 
(lately fhow. It is not needful that the court fhould 
be at great charges for this pomp , and as foon as 
ever the emperor is pleafed to go offer facrificc, they 
always are in a readinefs to attend him in this order. 
I do not know that,in our entertainments and fokmn 
festivals, we have any thing more fplendid and mag¬ 
nificent. 

But the emperor of China never appears greater 
than when he gives audience to foreign ambaffadors ; 
that prodigious number of troops who are at that 
time in arms, that incredible number of Mandarines 
in their formalities, diftinguifhed according to their 
rank and quality, placed in order, without confu- 
fion, without noife, without difturbanee, in fuch 
order as they would appear in the temples of their 
gods-, the ministers of date, the lord chief juftices 
of all the fovereign courts, the petty kings, the 
princes of the blood, the heirs of the crown, more 
humble before this prince, than they are exalted 
above the people : the emperor himfelf feated on a 
throne, who beholds proftrate at his feet all this 
crowd of adorers -, all this, I fay, bears an air of 
fovereignty and grandeur in it, that is to be found 

no 
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no where but in China, which chriftian humility 
does not fo much as permit kings to defire in the 
moft glorious courts of Europe. 

I fhould never make an end,if I had a mind to de- 
fcend to all the particulars of the publick ceremonies,, 
where the Chinefe difplay all their magnificence ; I 
fuppofe, madam, I have fpoken enough to give you 
a juft idea of it ; now if you pleafe to permit me, in 
the clofe of this letter, to add what I think of it 
myfelf, in reference to Frarice, where the riches and 
ambition of private perfons have carried ftatelinefs 
to a higher pitch, than in any other realm in Eu¬ 
rope ; it feems to me that the Chinefe do almoft: 
ever furpafs us in common and publick adtions, by 
a more glorious and fpecious outfide ; but that in 
domeftick things, our apartments are incomparably 
richer, the retinue of perfons of quality more de¬ 
cently cloathed, tho’ not fo numerous, the equipages 
more commodious, the tables better ferved, and 
generally fpeaking, the expence more confiant, and 
better regulated. I am with a moft profound refpedh, 

Madam, 
Tour moft humble, 

and moft obedient Servant, 
L. J. 

LETTER VIE 

To the Archbijhop of Rheims, firft Peer of France, 

Of the Language, Characters, Boohs, and Morality 
of the Chinefe. 

My Lord, _ AFTER having had the honour to entertain 
your grace at your fpare hours* concerning 

the 
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the different cuftoms of the empire of China, I be¬ 
lieved you would not take it amifs to fee from me an 
account of what relates to their language, charac¬ 
ters, books, and morals. 

There are certain points of hidory that one can¬ 
not enter upon without much caution, and efpecially 
when one is to explain them to fuch a perfon as your- 
felf, whofe particular character it is, to know exactly 
and mod perfeélly whatever you dudy ; to fatisfy fuch 
a mind, there is requidte an exaCtnefs and method, 
which the freedom and loofenefs of difcourfe will 
not admit of. 

I well know, my lord, that it is difficult to add, 
upon this fubjeét, any new knowledge to that which 
hath rendered you one of the mod knowing prelates 
of the age -, how good and diffudve foever the mo¬ 
rality of China may be, yet are they but the faint 
glimpfes of narrow and imperfeét reafon, which dis¬ 
appear as foon as they are brought near thofe divine 
lights that religion difcovers to us, and whereinto 
you have fo long dived by the continual reading of 
fathers, canons, and councils. 

Neverthelefs, altho’ all the philoSophy of that 
renowned nation be not able to indrucd us, yet is it 
worth our inquiry to know, to what pitch of per¬ 
fection it heretofore brought fciences, and that too 
at a time when other people in the world were either 
ignorant or barbarous. Their chief learning lies in 
their writing and their language, wherefore I will 
fird fpeak of that : what I have obferved mod re¬ 
markable therein is this : 

The Chinefe language hath no analogy with any 
of thofe that are in vogue in the world, no affinity 
neither in the found, in the pronunciation of the 
words, nor yet in the difpoSng and ranging of the 
conceptions. Every thing is myderious therein, and 
you will, no quedion, dand amazed, my lord, to 

underdand that all the words of it may be learnt in 
two 
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two hours, altho’ there is required feveral years 
ftudy to fpeak it : that one may be ready to read 
all the books, and to understand them perfectly* 
without apprehending any thing, if another read it * 
that a dodtor may compofe a book with all the ela- 
boratenefs pofhble, and this very fame dodtor may 
not know enough of it to explain himfelf in ordi¬ 
nary converfation ; that a mute, inftrudted in the 
chafadters, might with his fingers, without writings 
fpeak as fall as his auditors can conveniently hear 
him ; in a word, that the felf fame words do often 
fignify quite ' different things, and of two perfons 
that fhall pronounce them, it will be a compliment 
in the mouth of the one, and foul language in the 
mouth of the other. Thefe paradoxes, how fur- 
prifing foever they may feem, are very true, not- 
with (landing -, and your grace will grant it, if you 
pleafe to give yourfelf never fo little trouble, to cafl 
your eyes upon what I fhall write to you about it. 

This tongue contains no more than three hundred 
and thirty words, or thereabouts, all of one fyllabJe, 
or at lead they feem to be fo, becaufe they pro¬ 
nounce them fo fuccindlly, that a man can fcarce dif- 
tinguiih the fyllables : although it be a tedious thing 
to read the whole feries of them, yet fhall I defcribe 
them in this place, as well to let you underftand the 
tone, as to give you the fatisfadtion to fee, at one 
view, comprifed in one fingle page, a language fo 
ancient, fo famous, and I may fay, fo eloquent as 
this is. 

Thefe few words would not be fufficient to exprefs 
a man’s felf aptly upon all fubjedls, to fupply words 

• for arts and fciences, to maintain eloquence in dif- 
courfe, or in writing, which is very different among 
the Chinefe, if they had not an art to multiply the 
fenfe,without multiplying the words. This art chief¬ 
ly confifts in the accents they give them the fame 

word pronounced with a Stronger or weaker inflexi- 
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A Lift of all the Words that form the Chinefe Tongue. 

j ca 
ca, , cam can cao CO cou coue 

coum 
cha chay cham chan chao Ci
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| chin chéou 1 chï chiao chim chin cho choa chou chouaon choue choui I choun | 
i 

cboum 

fa I fam fan féou J fi fo foe foi fou > fouen foum guei j haï bam „ 

han hao he hem hen J heou hi hia hiai hiam hiao 
_ 

hic j li en hieou 
-- 

him bin bio biu hiuè 
1 

hieuen hioum hiun ho hao 
* 

hoai 
r 

hoam hoan j hoé 

hoei 

.-— 

hoen 

«-- 

hou houm houon 
f 

y ya y ai yam ïao 
• • 

îe ïen ïéou I im 

in 
•• 
10 iu 

•• r 
îue ïuen ïum ïun ke kem ken keou 

1 m ^^ 
ki kia 

. 
kiao 

. 

kié kien kïeou kim kin kio kiu kiue kieuen 
/ 

kioum kiun la laï lam 

lan lao le 
111 

learn leao lem leou Ih li lié lien lieou lim lin 

lio 3iu lo lou loui loum louan louon lun ma mai mam man mao 

mau me | mem » men meou mi miao mié mien mim min mo mou mouen 

rnoui mourn 
. 

i mouon na naï nam nan nao nem ngaï ngan ngao nguè nguén 

ngecu 
! 

J ni niam niau niao ni nien nieou nio nim niu no nou 

noui 
4 

noum nouon nun 0, ou pa paï pam pan pao pe peou P1 piao 

p’é pi en pirn pin po poi pou pouen poum pouon qua quouè quouai quouam 

qucucï ' quouen qouo quouon fa faï fam fan fao - fé lem fen feou fi 

fiam j hao fié fien fiéou fim fin fio hou hué h u en hun fo lou 

fiu foui fu foum fun fouon ta taï tam tan tao te tem teou 

ti tiao tie tien tieou tim to tou J touï toum tun touon tfa tfaï 

tfam tfan tfao tfé tfem tféou tfi tfiam thao ; thé then theou thm tfin 

tfio thu tfiuè tfiuen tfioum tfiou tfb tfou 1 tlu 
tfui tfoum tfun tfouon 

1 

tcha 

! tcha’i tcham thcan tchao tché tchen tcheou tchi tchim tchin tcho I tchoua tchouam 
t 

tchu 

1 tchoua ; tchouen tchouè 
l 
j tchoum tchun üa vaï vai vam van ven ve vi vo 

von vou voum 1 3z8- 

1 1 oum . j 

Place this between 176 and 177. 
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on of the voice hath divers lignifications -, fo that the 
Ghinefe language, when it is fpoken exaétîy, is a kind 
of mu lick, and contains a real harmony, which com- 
pofeth the effence and particular character of it. 

There are five tones that are applied to each word, 
according to the fenfe One means to give it. The 
firft is an uniform pronunciation without lightening or 
falling the voice, as if one fhould continue for lome 
time the firft note of our muftck -, the fécond raifeth 
the voice notably higher ; the third is very acute -, 
in the fourth you defcend all on a fudden to a grave 
tone i in the fifth you pals to a more deep note* if 
I may prefume fo to exprefs myfelf, by hollowing 
and framing a kind of bafe. It is very hard to ex¬ 
plain my meaning herein any other way than by 

uage itfelf. 
However, you already fee, my lord, that, by this 

diversity of pronunciation,33 3 words are made 1665 -, 
befides, one may pronounce fmoothly, or afperate 
each word, which is very ufual, and does ftill in- 
creafe the language by half. Sometimes thefe mo- 
nofyllables are joined together, as we put our let¬ 
ters together,’ thereby to compofe different words : 
Nay, they do more than all that, for fometimes a 
whole phrafe, according as it follows or goes be¬ 
fore another, hath a quite different fenfe-, fo it plain¬ 
ly appears, that this tongue, fo poor, fo feeming- 
ly barren, yet for all that, is indeed very rich and 
copious in furnifhing us with variety of words. 

But thefe riches coft foreigners dear to come by 
them, and I cannot tell whether fome miftionaries 
had not better have laboured in the mines than to 
have applied themfelves for feveral years to this la¬ 
bour, one of the hardeft and mo ft difcouraging that 
one can experience in matter of ftudy. I cannot ap¬ 
prehend how any one can have other thoughts -, 
and I muft confefs I admir’d to read the new rela¬ 
tion of father Magalhen, that the Chinefe language 

N is 
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is easier than the Greek, Latin, and all the langua¬ 
ges in Europe. He adds, one cannot doubt of it, 
If it be confidered, that the difficulty in tongues 
proceeds from the memory now, one hath no 
trouble at all in this, that hath but very few words 
in comparifon of others, nay, and may be learn’d 
in a day’s time. 

To argue as this father does, mufick muft coft us 
but an hour’s time, feven words and feven tones 
do not much burthen the memory, and, if one have 
but a voice never fo little flexible, one would think 
it were no hard matter to learn them j neverthelefs, 
we fee by daily experience, whofo begins at thirty 
or forty years, unlefs he have a more than ordina¬ 
ry inclination for mufick, fcarce ever learns it to pur- 
pofe -, nay, and after much application and long ex- 
ercife, is ftill, to his dying day, but a pitiful mu- 
fician. How will it fare with a perfon who hath 
fix tones to combine with above 300 words, that 
he does not know by the writing, which he muft call 
to mind extempore, when he would fpeak fluently, 
or when he is to diftinguiffi in another perfon that 
precipitates his words, and who fcarce obferves the 
accent and particular tone of each word ? 

It is not the memory that is put to a ftrefs upon 
this occafion, but the imagination and ear, which in 
fome certain perfons never diftinguiffi one tone from 
another -, the turn of the tongue alfo conduces in¬ 
finitely thereto *, and there are certain perfons that 
have memory fufficient to learn a book in a few 
days, who will tug at it for a month together to 1 
pronounce only one word, and all to no purpofe: 
How happens it, that, let him take what care he jij| 
will, a man lias never a good accent in our language,, , 
when he is born in certain provinces, if he lives in. t 
them* till he is grown up. 

Neverthelefs, to make yourfelf underftood in f 
Chinefer you muil give each word its peculiar ac~ - 

cent i 



and Morality of the Chinefe. ijq 

cent ; vary hut never fo little, and you fall into an¬ 
other tone that makes a ridiculous counter-fenfe *, 
thus, if you have not a care, you may call a man 
Beall:, when you mean to call him Sir, becaufe the 
word, that is common to them both, hath a diffe¬ 
rent fenfe, only by the different tone they give it : 
fo that it is properly in this language, that one may 
fav, the tone is all in all. 

This is that alfo that makes the Chinefe tongue 
more difficult than others. When a (franger that 
hath but a fmattering intends to fpeak French, if he 
pronounces fome words but never fo little well, we 
eafily guefs at thofe he fpeaks ill, and we know his 
meaning -, but in China, one (ingle word, badly pro¬ 
nounced, is enough to render the whole phrafe un¬ 
intelligible -, and one phrafe at the beginning, that 
is not well heard and underffood, hinders the un- 
derlfanding of what follows. So when one chances to 
come into a congregation, where they have already 
begun to fpeak about fome bufinefs, one (fares about 
a good w'hile without underftanding, till fuch time 
as by degrees they put him in the way, and till he 
gets hold of the thread of the difcourfe. 

Befides what I have been faying, this tongue hath 
particular charadters that di(finguifh it from all others. 
Firft of all, they do not fpeak as they write, and 
the molt quaint difcourfe is barbarous, harfh, and 
utipleafant when printed. If you wrould write well, 
you muft ufe more proper terms, more noble expref- 
fions, more particular turns, than do occur in common 
difcourfe, and which are proper only for writing, the 
(file of which is more different from the common 
elocution, than our obfcureft Latin poets are from 
the fmootheff and mod natural profe. 

Secondly, eloquence does not conflit in a certain 
difpofition of periods, fuch as orators affedt, who, to 
iinpofe upon the auditors, (fuff it fometimes only 
with words, becaufe they have but few things to tell 

N 2 them. 



180 Of the Language, Characters Books, 

them. The Chinefe are eloquent by their lively ex- 
prefiions, noble metaphors, bold and fuccind com- 
parifons, and above all, by abundance of fentences 
and paflages taken from the ancients, which amongft 
them are, of great moment : They deliver a great 
many things in a few words, their ftile is clofe and 
myfterious, obfcure and not continued, they feldom 
make ufe of thofe particles that illuftrate and con¬ 
ned our difcourfe. They feem fometimes to fpeak 
not to be underftood, oftentimes thev exped you 
fhould underftand feveral things, altho’ they do 
not mention them ; fo much fenfe and thought do ■ 
they inclofe in few words ! 

It is true, this obfcurity almoft quite vanifhes in - 
refped of thofe who have a perfed knowledge in the : 
charaders -, and a learned man, that reads a work, 
is feldom miftaken in it, but in fpeaking, one is « 
often at a Hand : and I have convers’d with fome : 
dodors, who, to underftand one another in familiar i 
difcourfes, were obliged to defcribe with their fin- 
ger in the air the particular letter that exprefs’d 
their words, whofe fenfe could not be determined 
by the pronunciation. 

Thirdly, the found of words is pretty pleafing 
to the ear, efpecially in the province of Nan- 
kim, where the accent is more corred than in any 1 
other part ; for there, many pronounce the different 3 
tones fo fine and delicately, that a ftranger hath l 
much ado to perceive it. Befides, they never ufe i 
R, which contributes not a little to mollify that : 
language -, yet mu ft it be allowed, that moft part t 
of the Chinefe that pretend to fpeak corredly, J; 
fpeak very unmufically, they drawl out their words i 
intolerably ; and tho’ they be all monofyllables, ji 
yet by meer extending them, they make words in¬ 
finite and like to intire phrafes. 

They have moreover a termination which often fj 
occurs, which we exprefs commonly by a double 11 ; ; 

the | 
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the found comes from the bottom of the afpera ar- 
teria, fo uncouth and unnatural, that that alone is ca¬ 
pable of Spoiling a language : but as certain forced af- 
perations in the Caflilian tongue do notwithstanding 
pleafe the Spaniards, fo theChinefe are perfuaded that 
thefe fame gutturals that difpleafe us are a real grace ; 
and that thefe more mafculine and Stronger tones 
give a body to their language, without which it 
would be apt to degenerate into an effeminate foft- 
nefs, which would at beft have no grace but in the 
mouths of women and children. 

Fourthly, they want abundance of founds wdiich 
we exprefs by our letters j for example, they do not 
pronounce A, b, <?, r, v, z, after the fame manner 
as we do in France ; and when any one forces them 
to pronounce them, they always make fome altera¬ 
tion, and ufe founds that in their language come the 
neareSt to them, never being able almoSt to exprefs 
them exactly *, which proved formerly a great diffi¬ 
culty for the Chinefe prieSts in confecrating the hoSt, 
who could not fay mafs in Latin without falling into 
a ridiculous jargon. Yet there was io much pains 
taken to frame their tongue, that at length they have 
fucceeded to admiration ; fo that the Latin in their 
mouths is not much more different from that of the 
Portuguefe, than that of the Portuguefe is from ours. 

All that I have been faying, my lord, is to be un¬ 
derflood of the Mandarine language, that is current 
all over the empire, which is univerfally underflood 
every where*, for the common people at Fokien, be¬ 
sides that, Speak a particular tongue, that hath no 
affinity with the fame, vrho look upon it in China, 
as we do upon the Bifcay language, or Rafbetron in 
France. 

What relates to the China character is no lefs Sin¬ 
gular than their tongue ; they have not any alphabet 
as we have, that contains the elements, and, as it 
were, the principles of the words \ nay, they cannot 

N 3 fo 
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fo much as comprehend how we are able, with fo 
fmall a number of figures, each of which fignifies 
nothing, to exprefs upon a piece of paper all our con¬ 
ceptions, to compofe fuch an infinite number of 
books, as to ftock whole libraries. This art of put* 
ting letters together, to compofe words of them, to 
combine them both into a prodigious number of 
fenfes, is to them a hidden myftery i and that, which 
is fo common amongft other nations, never obtained 
amongft them, either thro5 the little converfe they 
have had with other neighbouring nations, or thro* 
the fmall account they made of foreign inventions. 

Inftead of characters, at the beginning of their mo¬ 
narchy, they us’d hieroglyphicks ; they painted rather 
than wrote ; and by the natural images of things, 
which they drew upon paper, they endeavour’d to ex¬ 
prefs and convey their ideas to others ; fo that to 
write a bird, they painted its figure, and to fignify a 
foreft, they reprefented a great company of trees ; a 
circle fignified the fun, and a crefcent the moon. 

This fort of writing was not only imperfect, but 
very inconvenient -, for befides that one exprefs’d 
his thoughts but by halves, even thofe few, that were 
exprefs’d, were never perfectly conceived, and it was, 
befides, utterly impoilible to avoid miftakcs : more¬ 
over, there needed whole volumes to exprefs a few 
things, becaufe the painting took up a great deal of 
room -, infomuch, that the Chinefe by little and 
little changed their writing, and compoled more fim- 
ple figures, tho* lefs natural : They likewife invent¬ 
ed many to exprefs fome things that painting could 
not reprefent, as the voice, fmell, fenfes, concep¬ 
tions, pafiions, and a thoufand other objeCls that 
have neither body nor figure ; of feveral fimple 
draughts they after made compound ones, and at 
this rate they multiplied their characters ad infinitum, 
becaufe they deftined one or more of them for each 
particular word* 

This 
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This abundance of letters is, in my opinion, the 
fource of the Chinefe ignorance, becaufe they im- 
ploy all their days in this ftudy, and have no leifure 
fo much as to think of other fciences, fancying 
themfelves learned enough if they can but read. 
However, they are far from understanding all their 
letters : it is very much, if, after feveral years in¬ 
defatigable ftudy, they are able to underftand fif¬ 
teen or twenty thoufand. The vulgar fort of the 
learned content themfelves with lefs ; and I cannot 
believe, that there was ever any doeftor that un- 
derftood the third part, for they reckon upwards 
of twenty-four thoufand. 

As for ftrangers, it is fcarce credible how much 
this ftudy difgufts them ; it is an heavy crofs to 
be forced all a man’s life long (for commonly it is 
not too long for it) to fluff his head with this hor¬ 
rible multitude of figures, and to be always occupied 
in decyphering imperfeét hieroglyphicks, that have 
in a manner no analogy with the things they fig- 
nify -, there is not the leaft charm in this, as in the 
fciences of Europe, which, in fatiguing, do not ceafe 
to recompence the weary mind with delight. It is 
neceffary in China, that a man may not be difeou- 
raged, to feek out more fublime motives, to excite 
this tired inclination ; to make a virtue of ne- 
ceftity, and to pleafe one’s felf to think, that this 
ftudy, how crabbed and ingrateful foever it feems, 
is not fterile, becaufe it is a fure way to bring 
men to the knowledge of Jefus Chrift. 

It is that way whereby we make ourfelves under- 
ftood by the learned*, whereby we infinuate ourfelves 
into their fpirits, and thereby prepare them for the 
great truths of the chriftian religion ; there is not 
that perfon, whom this hope of preaching the gofpel 
fuccefsfully does not incourage and infpirit. We can¬ 
not alfo doubt, but that our blefted Lord may ac¬ 
company the effects of our good will, with a par- 

N 4 ticular 
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ticular blefting -, and it is more than probable, that, 
if it had not been for the afliftance from above, the 
miftionaries would never have been fo great profi¬ 
cients, as to make fuch a progrefs that has afto- 
nifhed the ableft dofitors of the empire. 

Amongft thefe characters, there are fome of divers 
forts, The firft are almoit. out of ufe, and they pre- 
ferve them only out of veneration to antiquity. The 
fécond, not fo ancient by far, take place only in 
publick infcriptions *, when there is occafion for 
them, they confiait books, and, by the help of a 
dictionary, it is eafy to decypher them. The third, 
much more regular and fair, ferve for the impref- 
fion, and alio for the ordinary writing ; neverthe- 
lefs, the ftrokes and draughts of them being very 
exaCt and curious, there needs a considerable time 
to vrrite them. And for that reafon, they have con¬ 
trived a fourth kind of writing, the ftrokes where¬ 
of being more joined, and lefs diftinguifh’d one from 
another, facilitate the writing fafter ; for that rea¬ 
fon, they are called Voluble Letters : Thefe threç 
laft characters do much refemble one another, and do 
anfwer to our capital letters, to the printed letters, 
and ordinary writing. 

Inftead of a pen, they ufe a pencil, held in the 
hand, not obliquely, as our painters, but direClly, as 
if the paper were to be prick’d. The Chinefe always 
write from top to bottom, and begin their firft let¬ 
ter where ours end ^ fo that, to read their books, 
the laft page muft firft be fought for, which with 
them is the beginning : Their paper being very 
thin andalmoft tranfparent, they are fain to double it, 
for fear left the letters do run into one another when 
they write on the backftde : but thefe doubled leaves 
are fo even, that one can hardly perceive it. 

To write a bad hand was never in China, as for¬ 
merly in France, a fign of nobility ; every body is 
ambitious to write fair ; and, before one ftands can¬ 

didate 
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didate to be admitted to the ftrft degree of learning, 
he muft give a fpecimen of his fair hand. A letter 
ill cut in a compofition, in a work, in a petition, is 
,a confiderable fault *, and becaufe one ftroke often 
alters the whole fenfe, there needs no more to make 
one, upon examination, to lofe the degree of doCtor, 
and confequently to ruin his fortune. So that all 
the Mandarines write fair, and the emperor excels 
in that, as in all other things. 

Printing, which is but an art in its infancy in 
Europe, hath been, from all antiquity, in ufe in 
China ; however it is fomething different from ours ; 
as we have but few letters, from which we can com- 
pofe huge volumes, by putting them together, few 
characters fuffice, becaufe thole that have ferved for 
the firft leaf are ft ill employed for all the others. 
The prodigious number of China characters hinder 
you from uftng this way, except only in fome re- 
ftriCtions that concern the palace, and title pages, 
into which few letters can come in : on all other 
occasions they find it more cafy to engrave their 
letters upon wooden boards, and the charge is much 
lefs. 

This is the way they go to work. He, who in¬ 
tends to print a book, gets it fair written over by a 
mafter feribe, the engraver glews each leaf upon an 
even fmooth table, and then the draughts with the 
graving tool are done fo exaCtly, that the characters 
have a perfeCl refemblance with the original ; fo that 
the impreffion is good or bad, according as a good 
or bad feribe hath been employed -, this {kill of the 
gravers is fo great, that one cannot diftinguifh that 
which is imprinted from what was written by the 
hand, when they have made ufe of the fame paper 
and ink. 

It muft be confefs’d that this fort of printing is 
fomewhat incommodious, inafmuch as the boards 
muft be multiplied as much as the leaves, fo that 

an 
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an indifferent big chamber will not fuffice to contain kj 
all the little tables, that ferved for the impreffion of > 
a large volume ; yet when the engraving is finifh’d, b' 
one is not obliged at the fame time to draw off all U 
the copies, by running a venture of not felling above I * 
half, and ruin his eftate by a needlefs charge. The d 
Chinefe print their leaves, according as they put them :i 
off; and the wooden plates, which they eafily run t 
over again, after they have drawn off two or three :s 
hundred copies, ferve for many other different i 
impreffions. Befides that, they have no occafion c 
for a correftor of the prefs ; for, provided that the |j 
leaf be exactly written, it is very rare that the en- r 
graver makes any faults, which is none of the leaft F& 

advantages. 
The paper of China feems fo fine, that they ima- *e 

gîned in France that it was of filk, or cotton ; but K 
cotton is not fo proper for that purpofe as people I 
imagine \ and the artificers have allured me, that the ,i 
little threads of filk cannot be beat fmall enough ri; 
to compofe an uniform pafte, fuch as is requifite for ic 
the leaves. All the China paper is made of the n 
bark, or inward rhind of Bambou ; it is a tree more | 
even, thicker, ftraiter, and ftronger than the elder ; i 
thev throw away the firft rhind, as loo hard and I) 
thick the undermo.fi, as being whiter, fofter, y 
pounded with fair water, ferves for the matter :: 
whereof they compofe paper, which they take up q 
with frames or moulds, as long and moad as they [ 
think fit, as we do here: there are leaves of ten and jj 
twelve feet long j and the paper of the leases is as in 
white, and much more even and imoother than ouis. ,< 

Inftead of glew they pafs alom upon it, which J 
does not only hinder it from finking, but renders it |j 
alio fo fhining, that it appears as wafifid over with r 
filver, or impregnated with varnifh : it is extremely 
fmooth under the pen., but efpecially under the pen- : 
dl, that requires an even ground * for if it be rugged jj 
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and knotty, like our paper, the little threads feparate, 
and the letters are never well terminated. 

Yet for all that the China paper is not lading, it 
Sis fubjedl to fret; any moidure or dud dicks to it ; 

and, by reafon of its being made of the bark of a 
: tree, worms infallibly breed in it, if care be not taken 
r to beat the books now and then, and expofe them 

to the fun ; fo that they cannot preferve in China, 
. as we do in Europe, ancient manufcripts ; and they t continually renew the libraries, which are therefore 

only ancient, becaufe they confid of authentick 
copies of ancient originals. 

Since I have told your grace all things that com 
cern the books and printings of China, I hope you 
will not take it amifs if I ipeak a v/ord or two com 

■ cerning the particular quality of their ink : It is mod 
> excellent, and they have hitherto vainly tried in 

France to imitate it ; that of Nankim is mod fet by ; 
and there be dicks made of it fo very curious, and 
of fuch a fweet fcent, that one would be tempted to 
keep fome of them tho’ they fhould be of no ufe 

at all. 
I fay dicks of ink, for it is not a liquor like ours ; 

it is folid, and refembles our mineral colours, tho’ 
lighter by far ; they make it into all figures ; the 
more ufual are four-iquare, but not fo broad as 
long, about half an inch thick. There are fome of 
them gilded with figures of dragons, birds, and 
flowers ; they contrive for that purpofe pretty moulds 
of wood fo curioufly wrought, that one would have 
much ado to make any thing more compleat upon 
metal. 

When one has a mind to write, they have a little 
polifh’d marble upon the table, made hollow at the 
end, proper to hold water ; they infufe one end of 
the dick therein, which they rub gently upon the 
fmooth part of the marble ; and in a moment, ac¬ 
cording as they rub, there is produced a liquor, more 

or 
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or lefs black, wherein they dip the point of the $1 
pencil to write with. This ink is Alining, extremely || 
black, and altho* it finks when the paper is fo fine, 4 
yet does it never extend further than the pencil -, fo tw 
that the letters are exactly terminated, how grofs Hi 
foever the drokes be. 

It hath moreover another quality, that makes it )\ 
admirable good for defigning, that is, it admits of k 
all the diminutions one can give it ; and there are i 
many things that cannot be reprefented to the life, 
without ufmg this colour. In a word, it is not fo 
difficult to be made as people imagine ; altho’ the 
Chinefe ufe lamp-black, drawn from divers matters, 
yet the bed is made of hogs greafe, burnt in a lamp > 
they mix a fort of oil with it, to make it fweeter, 
and pleafant odours, to fupprefs the ill fmell of the i 
greafe and oil. After having reduced it to a con¬ 
fidence, they make of the pade little lozenges, 
which they cad in a mould j it is at fird very heavy, 
but when it is very hard, it is not fo weighty by 
half, and that, which they give for a pound, weighs 
not above eight or ten ounces. 

The binding of books in China is likewife very 
pretty and curious, tho’ it comes much ffiort of ours ; 
they don’t gild upon the edges, nor fo much as 
colour them. The ordinary books are covered with 
a grey padeboard, handfome enough. They bind 
others according as they pleafe ; in a fine fattin, or a 
kind of flower’d taffaty, that is very cheap, and is 
commonly made on purpofe for this ufe. I have 
feen fome covered with rich filk, flower’d with gold 
and filver *, the form is always the fame, but they ■ 
are at cod, according to the matter they are willing 
to employ. I fliould never have prefumed, my 
lord, to take the liberty to let down all thefe minute 
circumdances, if I were not perfuaded, that a little 
account is not always difagreeable to learned men, 
who, like you, are acquainted beforehand with the : 

mod 
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mod eiTential matters. But I now prefent you with 
fomething more folid, which, without doubt, you 
may have read ; but I add it in this place briefly, 
only to refrefh your memory. 

The firft hiftory, that was in the world, was, 
without all controverfy, the book of Gsnefis ; but it 
mud be granted, that, of all the books that have 
reached our knowledge, thofe of China are the flrfl: 
that have been publifhed : they name them by way 
of excellence. The Five Volumes ; and the Chinefe 
hold nothing more facred than the dodlrine therein 
taught. It is about four thoufand three hundred 
years flnce the emperor Hoamti, after he had in¬ 
vented the characters, compofed treaties of aftrono- 
my, arithmetick, and medicine. 

Near upon three hundred years after, they made 
a collection of all the ordinances, and writ the 
hiftory of king Yao, a prince recommendable for his 
piety, prudence, and the mighty care he took to 
eftablifh a model of government in the flats. Chun 
and Ifu, his fucceflbrs, were no lefs famous ; they re¬ 
gulated the ceremonies of the facrifices, that they 
were bound to offer to the fupreme Mafter of hea¬ 
ven, and to the inferior fpirits that preflded over 
rivers and mountains -, they divided the empire into 
provinces ; they fix’d their different fituation, with 
refpeét to the conftellations of heaven ; they regu¬ 
lated the taxes that the people were to pay -, they 
made feveral other conftitutions very wholefome and 
proper for introducing good manners, and very ne- 
ceflary for the publick quiet. All thefe things were 
written -, and whatever, thefe three emperors have 
left behind them to pofterity, hath been always con- 
fidered by the Chinefe as oracles. 

Neverthelefs, becaufe fome things ever efcape the 
notice of the flrfl laws, the emperors who reigned a 
thoufand feven hundred and feventy fix years before 
our Saviour, upon mature deliberation, and by the 
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prudent counfel and advice of their minifters, thought 
themfelves obliged to make an addition of new ones. 
They report that Caotfon* a prince, in whom piety 
and zeal in religion did infinitely inhance the noble 
qualities he had received from nature, faw in a dream 
the figure of a man coming from heaven : after he 
awoke, the image remained fo lively engraven upon 
his mind, that he caufed him to be fought for, and 
found him at length amongft the mafons. So foon 
as this man apply’d himfelf to the government, he 
feemed to be infpired, and made feveral beneficial 
regulations, that perfected the ancient ordinances, 
which were again augmented under fucceeding reigns ; 
infomuch that, being all collected together, there was 
a book compofed of them which the Chinefe call 
* Chu-kim, which amongft them is of as great au¬ 
thority, in reference to the politick ftate, as Mofes 
and the prophets are amongft the Jews, as to what 
concerns the worfhip of God, and form of religion. 

The fécond book, which the Chinefe reverence 
for its antiquity, is a long continuation and feries of 
odes and poems, compofed under the reigns of the 
third race f : where are defcribed the manners and 
cuftoms of the petty kings of China, who govern'd 
the provinces under the emperor’s jurifdicftion. 
Confucius mentions them with great marks of re- 
fpecft ; which makes- us incline to judge, that in pro- 
cefs of time they had been corrupted by a mixture 
of feveral bad pieces, fin ce feveral things are found 
in them very ridiculous, not to fay impious. Fohi, 
founder of the monarchy, compofed before that time 
poems of this nature ; but they were fo obfcure, 
that what care foever they took to put a good 
conftruftion on them, yet have they been forced to 
confefs that they were not intelligible. This ob- 
fcurity, fo unfathomable to the mold learned heads, 

hath 

* The firft book called Cbukim. 
+ The fécond book Cbi-kim. 
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hath given occafion to many fuper flit ions. The 
Bonzes wreft them to a wrong ufe, and make them 
fay what they pleafe ; they are to them an inex- 
hauftible fountain of fables and chimeras, which 
they make ufe of, to caufe the people to pin their 
faith upon their fleeve. However, they have com¬ 
piled a * tome of them, which holds the third rank 
amongft claffick authors. 

The *f fourth contains the hiftory of feveral 
princes, their virtues, vices, and maxims of the 
government, that have been collected by Confucius, 
and commented upon by his difciples. 

The || fifth treats of cuftoms and ceremonies. 
There is mention made of temples, facred veffels ; 
of the duty of children to their parents, and wives 
to their hufbands ; rules of real friendship, civilities 
at feafts ; of hofpitality, mufick, war ; of funeral 
honours, and of a thoufand other things that re¬ 
gard fociety. 

Thefe five books are very ancient, and all the 
others, that have any authority in the empire, are no¬ 
thing but copies, or interpretations of them. Amongfl 
abundance of authors who have taken pains about 
thefe fo famous originals, none is lo confpicuous and 
eminent as Confucius ; they have a great efteem, efpe- 
daily for that which he compiled in four books, up¬ 
on the ancient laws, which are look’d upon as the 
rule of perfect government. There he treats of 
the great art of reigning, of mediocrity, virtues, 
and vices, of the nature of things, and of com¬ 
mon duties. This lait tome, notwithflanding, is not 
fo much the work of Confucius, as of Mencius 
his difciple, whofe life was lefs regular than that 
of his matter, but his ttile more eloquent and 
pleafant. 

Befides 

¥ The third book V-kivi. + The fourth Tchun-ffiou, 
i The fifth Li'kx. 
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Befides thefe nine books, there be Tome others 

much in vogue, as the univerfal hiftory of the em¬ 
pire, the truth of which is no lefs confirmed in 
China, than it is in our molt noted hiftories in Eu¬ 
rope. The books that treat of the education of 
children, of obedience, of loyalty, are afcribed to 
Confucius. You have fome which difcourfe of me¬ 
dicine, agriculture, plants, of the military art, of 
arts liberal and mechanick, of particular hiftories, 
aftronomy, philofophy, and a great many other 
parts of mathematicks. In fhort, they have their 
romances, comedies, and, what I place in the fame 
rank, an abundance of treatifes compofed by the 
Bonzes, concerning the worfhip of the deities of the 
country, which they alter, diminifh, and increafe, 
according as they find it neceftary to inveigle the 
people, and fwell their revenues. 

Of all thefe books they have compiled numerous 
libraries, fome whereof were compofed of above 
forty thoufand volumes ^ but all thefe brave works 
that antiquity took fo much pains to bring forth, 
which private perfons had amafled with fo vaft ex- 
pences, were well-nigh all deftroyed by the tyran¬ 
nical order of one emperor. Three hundred years, 
or thereabouts, after the death of Confucius, that is 
to fay, two hundred years beforethe birth of our Savi¬ 
our, the emperor Chihoamti, flluftrious by his valour 
and military fcience, of which he was mafter beyond 
all his predeceftbrs, and ftill more famous for the 
prodigious wall he caufed to be built, to fecure 
his territories from the interruptions of the Tartars, 
refolved to extirpate all fciences -, and not fatisfied 
with putting a great number of doétors to death, 
he ordered his fubjeéts, upon pain of death, to fet 
fire on all the books in the empire, except thofe 
that treated on agriculture, medicine, and forcery. 

This conflagration, the moft remarkable that ever 
the republick of letters fuffered, had like to have ut¬ 

terly 
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tçrly ruined the empire, and would in time have 
turned the moft polite and accomplifhed Hate, into 
the moft barbarous and ignorant kingdom in the 
world, if, after the tyrant’s death, the lové of fci- 
ences, that began to revive in all mens breads, had 
not in fome meafure repaired this lofs. 

The old men, who according to cuftom had, du¬ 
ring their youth, learned almoft all thefe books by 
heart, received orders to write them faithfully over : 
They found fome of them in the tombs* that thé 
moft zealous had concealed, to which they gave a 
refurredtion, by publifhing them in another edition. 
Some of them they fetch’d from the graves, and 
holes of walls, that indeed differed great damage 
by moifture and worms ; however, very ferviceable 
to thofe who laboured after their reftoration* for 
what was defaced in fome was intire in others. 

All this care did not keep the new edition from 
defedts -, there remain in fome places feveral breaks ; 
and there have been inferted into others fome pieces 
by the bye, that were not in the originals. The Chinefe 
themfelves take notice of thefe faults, and of fome 
others of lefs moment -, but they are fo fuperftitious 
in preferring what was handed down to them from 
antiquity* that they pay reverence even to its faults. 

I fhould not, my lord, afford you a light diffufive 
enough into the Chinefe literature, fhould I not 
fpeak more particularly of Confucius, who makes 
the principal ornament of it. He is the moft pure 
fource of their dodtrine * he is their philofopher, 
their lav/ giver, their oracle ; and, albeit he was 
never king, one may nevetthelefs avouch, that, du¬ 
ring his life, he governed a great part of China* 
and that he hath had, ftnee his death, a greater 
(hare than any one in the adminiftration of the 
affairs oi ftate, by the maxims that he had pro¬ 
mulgated, and the fair examples that he had ex¬ 
hibited lb that he is ft ill the model of all honeft 

Q men 2 
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men : his life hath been writ by feveral perfotis : 
I final! report what they commonly fay of it. 

Confucius, whom the Chinefe name Coum-tfe, 
was born in the province of Quamtum, the thir- 
ty-feventh year of the reign of the emperor Kim, 
four hundred fourfcore and three years before the 
incarnation of our Saviour ; the death of his fa¬ 
ther, that preceded his birth, made them call him 
Tceffe, which fignides Child of Sorrow -, he de¬ 
rived his pedigree from Tiny, twenty-feventh em¬ 
peror of the fécond race : how illudrious foever this 
family might be by a long feries of kings, it be¬ 
came much more fo by the life of this great 
man : He eclipfed all his ancedors, but he gave 
his poderity a luftre that dill continues, after more 
than two thoufand years. China acknowledges 
no true nobility but in this family, mightily re- 
fpedted by fovereigns, who have derived from 
thence, as from the fource, the laws of perfedt 
government, and no lefs beloved by the people, 
to whole happinefs he hath fo fuccefsfully con¬ 
tributed. 

Confucius did not proceed by the ordinary de¬ 
grees of childhood, he feemed rational a great deal 
iooner than other men ; for he took delight in no¬ 
thing that other children are fond of : Playing, 
going abroad, amufements proper to his age, did 
not at all concern him ; he had a grave, a fe- 
rious deportment, that gained him refpedt, and was, 
at that very time, a prefage of what one day he 
was like to be : but that, which didinguifheth him 
the mod, was his exemplary and unbiased piety. 
He honoured his relations ; he endeavoured in all 
things to imitate his grandfather, who lived then 
in China, refpedted and admired by all for his 
exemplary fandiity *, and it was obfervable, that 
he never eat any thing but he prodrated him- 
felf upon the ground, and offered it to the fupreme 
Tord of heaven* When 



ànâ Morality of the Chinefe. 195 

When he was a child, hearing his grandfather 
fetch a deep figh, he came up to him, and when 
lie had faluted him, bowing feveral times to the 
very ground, May I be fo bold, fays he, without 
injuring the refpebl 1 ewe you, to ask you the oc- 
cafion of your grief ? Perhaps, you are afraid that 
your pofterity may negleft the care of virtue, and 
dijhonour you by their vice. What put this thought 
into your head ? fays Coum-tfe to him, and where 
have you learned to fpeak after this manner ? 
From y ourfelf reply’d Confucius ; I attentively hear 
you every time you fpeak, and I have often heard 
you fay, that a fon, who by his manner of liv¬ 
ing does not keep up to the reputation of his ancef- 
torsy degenerates from them, and does not deferve 
to bear their name. When you fpeke after that man* 
Her y did not you think of me ? and might not that 
be the thing that troubles you ? This good old 
man was overjoy’d at this difeourfe, and after that 
feemed not to be difquieted. 

Confucius, after his grandfather’s death, was a 
confiant adherer to Tcem-fe, a famous dodtor of 
thofe times ; and, under the conduct of fo great 
a mafler, he became in a fhort time a mighty 
proficient in the knowledge of antiquity, which 
he looked upon, even then, as the mofl perfedt 
model. This love for the ancients had like one 
day to have coil him his life, tho* he was then 
but fix teen years of age : for, difeourfing with a 
perfon of the highefl quality, who fpoke of the 
obfeurity and ünprofitablenefs of the Chinefe books, 
this child read him fomewhat too fevere a ledlure 
concerning the refpedt that is due to them. 

Floe books you fpeak of fays Confucius, contain 
profound do Wine y the fenfe of which ought not to 
be underjlood but by the learned : the people would 
undervalue themy could they comprehend them of them- 
Jelves, Phis dependence of judgments y by which the 

Ü 2 ftupid 



iç6 Of the Language, Characters, Booh, 

ftupid are fubjedl to the learned, /j very profitable^ 
and ufeful in human fociety : were all families equal¬ 
ly rich, <2^ equally powerful, would remain 
7io form of government : but there would happen yet 
a more ft range difcorder> if men were equally know¬ 
ing, éwry would be for governing, nobody 
would believe himfelf obliged to obey. 

Some time ago, added this witty child, one of 
the vulgar fpoke to me as you do, I did not won¬ 
der at it ; but 1 admire at prefent, that a doftor, 
as you are, fhould fpeak to me like this man of 
the dregs of the people. This difcourfe, one would 
think, Ihould gain the affeCtion and refpecft of the 
Mandarine : but confufion, that poflefs’d him to 
be thus gravelled by a child, did fo nettle him, 
that he refolved to be revenged. He caufed his 
houle to be invefted by his menial fervants, and, 
without doubt, he would have committed fome 
violence, had not the king, who had notice of it, 
given him orders to withdraw. 

When Confucius was a little more advanced in 
years, he made a collection of the mod: excellent 
maxims of the ancients, which he intended to fol¬ 
low, and infpire into the people. Each province 
was at that time a diftinCt kingdom, which a prince, 
in fubjeCtion to the emperor, governed by particu¬ 
lar laws : he levied taxes, difpofed of all places 
of trait, and made peace as he judged expedient. 
Thefe petty kings had fometimes differences among 
them ; the emperor himfelf Itood in fear of them *, 
and had not always authority enough to make 
himfelf be obey'd by them. 

Confucius being perfuaded that the people would 
never be happy, fo long as intereft, ambition, and 
falfe policy fhould reign in all thefe petty courts, re¬ 
folved to preach up a fevere morality, to prevail 
upon men to contemn riches and worldly pleafurcs, 

and efteem temperance, juftice, and other virtues ; 



and Morality of the Chinefe. 197 

to infpire them with grandeur and magnanimity, 
proof againft all the temptations of this life, a fin- 
cerity incapable of the leaf! difguife, even in refpecft 
of the greatefl princes ; in fine, to teach them a 
kind of life that fhould oppofe the paflions, and 
fhould intirely cultivate reafon and virtue. 

That which is moft to be admired is, That he 
preached more by his example than by his words ; 
fo that he every where reaped very conflderable 
fruit from his labours. Kings were governed by his 
counfels, the people reverenced him as a faint -, eve¬ 
ry body commended him, and even thofe, who 
could not be brought to imitate his aftions, did 
neverthelefs admire them : but fometimes he took 
upon him fueffi a feverity, as his greateft friends 
and admirers could never comply with. 

Being chofen to fill a conflderable place of truft in 
the kingdom of Lou, inlefs than three months time, 
after he exercifed the charge, he introduced fuch a 
prodigious change, that the court and provinces were 
quite another thing than they were before. The neigh¬ 
bouring princes began to be jealous ; they perceived, 
that a king, ruled by a man of this charaéler, would 
quickly render himfelf too powerful, fince nothing 
is more conducive to make a ftate flourifh than 
order, and an exadl obfervance of laws. The king of 
Tci affiembled his minifters, and propounded to them 
an expedient to put a flop to the cariere of this new 
government: after a long deliberation, this was the 
expedient they bethought themfelves of. 

They chofe a great company of young maids, 
handfome, well educated, and perfeély well in- 
ftrufled in whatfoever might pleafe. Then, un¬ 
der pretence of an ambaffy, they prefented them 
to the king of Lou, and to the principal offi¬ 
cers of his court *, the prefent was joyfully accept¬ 
ed, and obtained its defired effeét ; they thought 
of nothing but of diverting the fair ftrangers * 

O 3 for 
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for feveral months together there was nothing but 
feafting, dancing, and comedies, and pleafure was 
the only bufinefs of the court. 

Confucius, perceiving that the publick affairs 
would fuffer by it, endeavoured to bring men 
to themfelves again but this new kind of life 
had fo charmed them, that all his endeavours 
proved ineffectual : there was no remedy, the fe- 
verity of the philofopher, whether he would or 
no, muft give place to the gallantry and irregu^ 
larities of courtiers. So that he thought it did not 
ftand with his reputation to remain any longer in 
a place where reafon was not listened to, and 
he refigned up his place to the prince, and fought 
other kingdoms more inclinable to follow his 
maxims. 

But he met with great obstacles, and run from 
province to province, almoft without reaping any 
advantage ; becaufe the politicians dreaded him* 
and the minifters of princes had no mind to have 
a competitor, who was able to leiîèn their au¬ 
thority, or deprive them of their credit. So 
that, forfaken by all the world, he was often re-? 
duced to the utmoft extremity, in danger of being 
ftarved, or to lofe his life by the confpiracy of mif- 
çhievous men. Neverthelefs, all thefe difgraces did 
not move him -, and he would often fay, That the 
caafe he defended ‘was too good to apprehend any evil 
conferences from it ; that there was not that man 
fo powerful\ that could hurt him ; and that, when 
a man is elevated to heaven by a fincere defire of per? 
fe Elion, he is fo far from fearing a temp eft, that he 
does not fo much as hear the noife in this lower world. 

So that he was never weary of inftruCting thofe 
who loved virtue. Amongft a great company of 
difciples that put themfelves under his tuition, he 
employed fome to write a fair hand ; others apply’d 
themfelves to argue exactly, and to deliver them¬ 

felves 
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felves eloquently in publick. He would have others 
itudy to frame to themfelves a true idea of a good 
government : but he counfelled thofe, for whom he 
had a more particular kindnefs, to govern them¬ 
felves well, to cultivate their minds by meditation, 
and to purify their hearts by virtue. 

Human nature, would he often fay, came from 
Heaven to us moft pure and perfect, in procefs of time, 
ignorance, the paffions and evH examples have corrupt¬ 
ed it ; all confifts in the re-inflating it, and giving it 
its primitive beauty : and, that we 'may be perfect, 
we muft re-afcend to that point, from whence we have 
defended. Obey Heaven, and follow all the orders of 
him who governs it. Love your neighbour as y ourfe If -, 
never fuffer your fenfes to be the rule of your conduct, 
but hearken to reafon in all things : it will inftruft you 
to think well, to fpeak difcreetly, and to perform all 
your actions holily. He fent fix hundred of his dis¬ 
ciples into different places of the empire, to re¬ 
form the manners of the people ; and not fatisfy’d 
to benefit his own countrv, he often took a refo- 
lution to pafs the feas, and extend his doctrine to 
the extremity of the univerfe. There is fcarce any 
thing can be added either to his zeal, or to the purity 
of his morality, they were fo fuperlative. Methinks 
he fometimes fpeaks like a doétor of the new law, 
rather than like a man that was brought up in the 
corruption of the law of nature : and that, which 
perfuades me, that hypocrify had no fhare in what 
he faid, is. That his actions never bely*d his max¬ 
ims. In fine, his gravity and mildnels in the ufe of 
the world, his rigorous abftinence (for he pafs’d for 
the fobereft man of the empire) his contempt of 
the good things of the world, that continual at¬ 
tention and watchfulnefs over his actions, and then 
(which we find not among the fages of antiquity'' 
his humility and modefty would make a man apt to 
judge that he was not a meer philofopher formed by 

O 4 reafon. 
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reafon, but a man infpired by God for the reform 
matjon of this new world. 

The Chinefe report, that he had frequently this 
faying in his mouth. It is in the JVeft where the true 
faint is found : and this fentence was fo imprinted 
upon the fpirit of the learned, that, ftxty-five years 
after the birth of our Saviour, the emperor Mim- 
ti, touched with thefe words, and determined by the 
image of a man that appeared to him in a dream 
coming from the Weft, fent ambaftadors that 
way, with ftrict orders to continue their journey 
till they fhould meet the faint whom Heaven had 
acquainted him with. 

It was much about the fame time that St. Thomas 
preached the chriftian faith in the Indies ; now, if 
thefe Mandarines had followed his orders, perad- 
venture China might have received benefit from the 
preaching of this apoftle. But the danger of the 
lea, that they feared, made them ftop at the firft 
iftand, where they found the idol Fo, or Foe, who 
had corrupted the Indies feveral years before with 
his damnable doctrine : they learn’d the fuperftiti- 
ons of the country, and, at their return, propa¬ 
gated idolatry and atheifm in all the empire. 

Confucius lived fecretly three years, but fpent 
the latter end of his days in forrow, in feeing 
the wickednefs that reigned amongft the people. 
He has been often heard to fay, *The mountain 
is fallen, and an high edifice was defiroyed ; to de¬ 
note that the grand fyftem of perfection, that he 
had erected with fo much care in all the realms, 
was as good as overthrown. Kings, faid he, one 
day, during his laft ftcknefs, do not follow my 
maxims ; I do no good in the world, wherefore it 
is time I fhould depart cut of it. At that very 
moment he fell into a lethargy that continued 
feven days, at the end of which, he gave up 
$he ghpft in the embraces of his difçiples. 
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He was lamented by the whole empire, that from 
that very time honoured him as a faint, and influ¬ 
enced pofterity with a veneration of him, which in 
all probability will never have an end but with the 
world. Kings have built palaces for him after his 
death in all the provinces, whither the learned at 
certain times go to pay him honours. There are to 
be feen in feveral places thefe titles of honour writ 
in large characters, To the great Mafter. To the head 
T)oftor. To the Saint. To him who taught Emperors 
and Kings. However, which is very extraordinary, 
the Chinefe did never deify him ; they, I fay, who 
have given the quality of God, or, as they fpeak, 
the quality of pure fpirits to many Mandarines, much 
inferior to him -, as if Heaven, that had given him 
birth for the reformation of manners, was unwilling 
that fuch a well-ordered life, Ihould, after his death, 
adminifter occafion of fuperftition and idolatry. 

They preferve to this day in China mimicks that 
reprefent him to the life, and pretty well agree with 
what hiftory hath left us concerning him. He was 
no handfome man *, he had moreover upon his fore¬ 
head a fwelling, or a kind of wen, that disfigured 
him, which he made others often to take notice of 
to humble him ; otherwife his ftature was fo comely 
and proportionable, his behaviour fo grave, his 
voice fo ftrong and fhrill, that if he fpoke with never 
fo little warmth, one could not chufe but be afFeCled, 
and hear him with refpeCl : but the maxims of mo^ 
rality he hath fcattered here and there in his works, 
or which his difciples took care to colleCt, draw a 
much more lively and advantageous portraiture of 
his foul. There would need an intire volume to re¬ 
late them all. I have taken the few following out 
of a book compofed by one of the principal Manda ¬ 
rines of the empire, who rules at prefent in Pekin. 

Maxim 
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Maxim I. 
Beauty is not to be defired by a wife man. 

Confucius, going to fee the king of a province, 
found him with a lord his favourite who was mighty- 
beautiful. The king, fo foon as he faw him come in, 
faid to him fmiling, Confucius, if thy countenance 
could be changed, I would willingly give you all the 
beauty of this young courtier. Sir, anfwered the phi- 
lofopher, that is not the thing I wifh ; the exterior 
form of a man is of little ufe to the publick good. IVhat j 
do you defre then, faid the prince ? I defire, my lord\ , 
fays he, in all the members of the empire that juft | 
fymmetry that makes up the beauty of the government, , 
and keeps the body of the ft ate from deformity. 

Maxim II. 
A man muft keep within bounds, if he means to be happy. 1 

So foon as he underftood that his mother was dead, . 
he came into his country to pay his laft devoirs to : 
her *, he wept for her bitterly, and fpent three days > 
without eating, which was perhaps too much, yet a ; 
philofopher of that country thought it not enough, f 
who faid to Confucius : As for me, I have been feven 
days without taking fuftenance, upon the death of my 
relations -, and you, who are grandfon to a faint, on 

[V whom all the world cafts their eyes to fee how you will 
imitate him, you have fatisfiedyourfelf with three days 
abftinence. Confucius anfwered him. Ceremonies 
have been enjoined by the ancients to reftrain the indift 
creet, and ftir up the backward. It is our duty to be 
obedient to the laws, if we would not go aft ray ; it is 

\ 

in this golden mean that wifdom conffts. ‘That you 
may never ftray out of it, remember that virtue is not 
mi excefs, and that perfection hath its limits. 

Maxim III. 
A man ought to change often, if he would be confiant \ 

in wifdom. 
A perfon of quality faid one day to Confucius, j 

Tour grandfather was never wanting in any duty of s 
civility^ 1 
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civility, in refpetl of great perfons ; neverthelefs his 
fioffrine, tho’ holy, obtained, £0/footing : How 
do yon imagine then that yours fhould be followed, feeing 
you have a magisterial gravity which is very rough to 
all men, and proceeds fometimes to haughtinefs ? "This 
is not the way to be welcome at princes courts. Every 
age hath its ways, anfwered Confucius, in my grand¬ 
father’s time princes and officers were polite \ they de¬ 
lighted in order, every one kept his ft at ion -, to infinuate 
a man’s felf in their affections, it behoved a man to be 
polite, and regular, like them. At this day men value 
nothing but courage and haughtinefs, wherewith princes 
endeavour to infpire their officers y a man ought to 
change with the world, that he may be in a capacity to 
win it : A wife man would ceafe fo to be, fhould he 
always aft as the wife men of former times adted* 

Maxim IV. 
if be nobility are not always the greateft men in the 

kingdom. 
Confucius, coming to the court of one of the kings 

of China, was very well received. This prince ah 
lowed him an apartment in his palace, and came to 
vifit him there himfelf * at the end of the vifit he 
faid to him, Ton come not for nothing into my ft ate ; 
probably you have a deftgn to do me fome good. My lord, 
replied Confucius, I am but an unprofitable man, yet 
I avow, if your maj eft y will but follow my counfel, 
you will not be the worfe for it : my intent is to prefent 
to you wife men, to fill the principal places of your ft ate. 
With all my heart, fays the prince. Who are they ? 
My lord, Li-in, the fon of a hujbandman, is a man on 
whom you may rely. The king burft out a laughing ; 
How, fays he, an hujbandman ? I have not employ¬ 
ment enough for the lords of my court, and would you 
have me take a lab curer into my fervice. 

The philofopher, without being moved, replied. 
Virtue is of all trades and conditions, altho’ it is more 
çommonly annexed to a mean condition 1 we have two 

kingdom 
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kingdoms in the empire that have been founded by two 
labourers *. What inconvenience is there, tho* a man i 
of that character govern yours ? Believe me, fir, the : 
court hath hitherto fupplfd you with a great company « 
of evil minifters ; fujfer a country village to prefent you \ 
with a wife man. You want employments, jvw y^y, /a t 
place all the lords that encompafs you. If virtue alone ! 
were rewarded, you would find in your court more f 
places than officers ; nay, and perhaps would be forced [ 
to call for labourers to fupply them. When the body ■ 
of the nobility does not furnifh the ftate with great : 
men, the great men that may be found amongft the : 
people muff be chofen, and of them muft be com- ■ 
pofed the body of the nobility. 

Maxim V, 
A fmall fault often denotes great qualities. 

He one day advifed the king of Ouei to fet a cer¬ 
tain great officer at the head of his army -, but the : 
king excufed himfelf for not doing it, becaufe that, L 
being formerly a Mandarine, he took a couple of I 
eggs from a country fellow. A man who hath abufed ! 
his authority, fays he, deferves not any longer to com- ■ 
mand. Yhefe fentiments of equity, replied Confucius, , 
are very laudable in a king ; but perhaps the Manda- I 
tine's moderation, that fiole but two eggs, is no lefs ta ; 
be admired. Such a fmall fault, in the whole life of a i 
man, denotes in him great qualities : In a word, a : 
prudent prince makes ufe of his fubjetils in the govern- 
ment, as a carpenter ufes timber in his works, he does i 
not rejebl one good beam, becaufe there is a flaw in it, j 
provided it be ftrong enough to fupport a whole edifice : : 
I would not advife your ma j eft y, for the lofs of a couple : 
of eggs, to turn of a captain, who may conquer you i 
two realms, 

Maxim VI. 
A wife prince will be no great fpeaker, nor deliver his t 

opinion firft y 

The 1 

J Tçheou-coum and Cham-tch©*. 
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The fame king one day held a council in prefence 
of Confucius, where he fpoke of fome affairs with 
fuch a fhow of wit, that his minifters applauded 
him, and forthwith allowed him to be in the right, 
and comply’d with him, without more ado. At 
the clofe this king faid to Confucius, What's your 
judgment of the courfe we have taken in our laft delibe¬ 
ration? Sir, fays the philofopher, 1 do not perceive 
that they have yet deliberated : you fpoke with a great 
deal of wit ; your minifters, very defirous to pleafe you, 
have faithfully repeated the difcourfe j they have told 
your opinion, and not their own \ and, when you ad¬ 
journed the ajjembly, I fill expefted the beginning of 
the council. 

Some days after the fame king afked him his ad¬ 
vice concerning the prefent government : He an- 
fwered him. No body fpeaks ill of it. That is my defir ey 
fays the king. And that, fir, is what you ought not 
to defire, reply’d Confucius : When a fick perfon is 
forced to be fed with flattering promifes of perfect 
health, he is not far from death ; a man is bound to 
difcover to the prince the defeffs of the mind, with the 
fame liberty men difcover to the phyfician the maladies 
of the body. 

Maxim VII. 
The wife man goes forward apace, becaufe the right 

way is always the fhorteft \ on the contrary, the 
crafty politician arrives later at his end, becauje he 
walks in by-ways and crooked paths. 
The king of Ouei confefied to Confucius, that 

there v/as nothing fo fine as wifdom ; but the diffi¬ 
culty of acquiring it difcouraged the moft refolute, 
and diverted the beft difpofed minds. As for my 
part, added he, I have ufed endeavours, but all in 
vain -, I am refolved to torment myfelf no longer about 
it, and a fmall parcel of policy will fupply the defeat of 
that wifdom that is necejfary to good governing. Sir, 
anfwered Confucius, *tis true, wifdom is feated on a 

lefty 
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lofty place, to to r<W to it is not fo difficult as people j 
imagine, /V grows plainer and plainer, according as 

you go on % and, £0/ æ/ it, one cannot go back with* 
out running great danger to fall down the precipice ; 
in fuch a fort, æ wife man cannot ceafe being fo* 
without doing violence to himfelf in fome refpeCl. 

But do you think that a prince hath no trouble when 
he marches in the in dire hi paths of an artificial and | 
knavifh policy ? All ihefe refinements and fubtleties per- * 
plex the fpirit : and how /ball one difengage one's f elf ? 1 
None enter into a maze without danger, fitnce you often 
lofe your way there ; and, if you chance to get out, it 
is after a great many wanderings, and errors, and 
dif quiets of mind. \Take you which way you pleafe ; as 
for me, fir, I am perfuaded, that in a popular govern¬ 
ment, folid and confiant virtue goes further than the 5 
moft fubtle and refined policy. 

Maxim VIII. j 
fihofe, who dejire the moft perfeCl ft ate, do not always 

fearch the perfection of the ft ate, but the Jweetnefs. 
Would you be fix'd in the world? Fix this in your < 
mind, that to take up a new courfe of life is no- - 
thing elfe but to pafs from one trouble to another. 
A prince, being wrought upon by the life that 

Confucius led, perceived thofe firft delires of wifdom r 
fpringing up in his heart, that a good education and I 
good examples are wont to infufe into young perfons* 
when they have not been yet corrupted by the com- - 
merce of the world. He went to find him out, and 
told him, That he was refolved to abandon all things > 
to become one of his difciples -, for, the truth is, there 1 
are a thoufand for rows to be undergone in that courfe ' 
of life, wherein my birth engageth me, whereas yours 
feems to me full of Jweetnefs and delight. 

Since 'tis the Jweetnefs you look for in my ft ate, am 
fwered Confucius, I jhould not advife you to enter i( 
upon it : a man oftentimes meets with trouble, the more 
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he avoids it. Heaven, which hath inspired me with 
the love of a private life, hath been pleafed to fend 
you into the world to rule. Be a king, and do not feek 

; after peace too much, but rather, if you be not wil¬ 
ling to lofe your {fates, behave yourfelf gallantly 
againft your enemies ; but fight more courageoufly 
againft your pallions, and againft being in love with 
a fweet and eafy life, if you have not a mind to de- 
ftroy yourfelf 

Maxim IX. 
Thofe who are diligent, and would do all, put off many 

things till the next day. 
His own fon faid to him one day, I carefully apply 

•myfelf to all forts of ftudy, I omit nothing whereby to 
become a good fcholar, and yet I make fmall progrefs. 
His wife father faid to him, Omit fomething, and you 
will make a great progrefs. Amongff all thofe that 
take long jour nies a foot, did you ever fee one that ran ? 
In all things you muft go orderly to work, and not de- 

! fire to embrace that which is not fuit able to your abili¬ 
ties, otherwife your labour will be ufelefs. The faints 
firft of all apply them]'elves to the moft eafy things ; 

! fuccefs gives them courage and ftrength to grapple with 
more difficult things, by little and little they become 
perfett. Thofe, who like you would do all in one 
day, do nothing all their life : On the other hand, 
thofe, who never apply themfelves but to one thing, 
find at the long run that they have done all. 

Maxim X. 
One ought not to wonder that the wife man walks flower 

in the way of virtue, than the ill man does in that 
of vice, paffion hurries, and wifdom guides. 
One of his friends complained of the fmall pro¬ 

grefs he made in virtue ; I have labour'd, faid he, 
thefe feveral years to imitate the primitive faints, and 
lam ft ill imperfeïï ; had I but never fo little applied 
myfelf to imitate the wicked, and follow their example, 
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I Jhould have rid a great deal of ground in a jhoft 
face } why is it not fo eafy to attain to perfection in 
virtue as in vice ? 

This is no wonder, fays Confucius* virtue is on high, 
and vice is in the loweft place. It requires pains and 
time to go upward, one minute fufficeth to fall down the 
precipice. However, let me intreat you not to let your- 
Jeff he abufed by this feeming eafinefs. It is truey that 
one is fooner determined to evil than to good 5 but feeing 
one repents of it at lengthy it is a certain ftgn that 
there is lefs trouble to do well, than to perfevere in evih 

Maxim XL 
True nobility does not conjift in bloody but in merit ; 

we are truly high and great, when virtue prevents 
our groveling with the reft of mankind. 
Confucius, feeing a mart carry a fifh, fighed, and 

told them who demanded the reafon of it : This fifh, 
that might have eajily preferved its lifey hath lofi it 
notwithftandingy by complying with the enticing plea- 
fires of a deceitful bait *, yet this fijh has a good pleay 
becaufe Jhe has not reafon ; but are men excufable, to 
lofe virtue that is much more precious than lifey in let¬ 
ting them}'elves be catched by the baits that the good 
things and vanity of the world prefent them with ? 
If we knew what we wanted, we fhould purfue other 
courfes to obtain it. Would you be rich % contemn every 
thing, nayy even the contempt and fcorn men cafl upon 
you : That man is raifed to a pitch far above others, 
when calumny and reproaches cannot reach him. 

Maxim XII. 
In the fate wherein we arey perfeverance in well-doing 

confifts not jb much in not fallings as in rifing again 
as often as we fall. 
You are very happy^ ConfuciuSy faid fome Man¬ 

darines that he infiruéted, becaufe arrived at the higheft 
degree of virtue ; it is a long time. Til warrant you$ 11 

finee you left fn *, as for us, what efforts foever wé fj 
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wake to become good men, there pajjes not a day but 
we commit confiderable faults. Altho9 every fault be 
blame able, fays Confucius, you are not fo unhappy as 
you think, in committing many : your life, as well as 
mine, is a long journey \ the way is difficulty and our 
reafony half ex tin ft by paffions^ furnifhes but little light 
to guide us : what means is there to avoid fumbling 
Sometimes in the dark ? when one gets up again y the 
fall retards our journeys bat does not quite put it off 
'and interrupt it. It would be an unhappinefs for us y 
to commit no more but one; like the wicked that fall 
but once y becaufe the firfi precipice flops them ; but 
honeft good mcn-y that continue their walking y fall often. 

Maxim XIII. 
No man knows half of his own faults ; he would bluffs 

to appear to the eyes of otherSy what he appears to 
himfelf. 
One complained one day, That nature; in b eft ow¬ 

ing two eyes upon men to behold the beauty of bodieSy 

had beftowed Hone on them that are able to fee mindsy 
and difcover the fecrets of hearts : thus virtue and 
vice y fay they y are confounded in the world. 

Confucius faid. You and I fhould be in a woful 
takingi if we were not cut fhort as to that matter* 
for we fhould not fecupe our own failings and weak- 
nejfeSy we gain more by it than you are aware of \ for 
I maintain that the philofopher would fuffer more to 
appear weak y thari the wicked man to appear vicious, 

MaxirrfrXlV. 
Never jpeak of yourfelf to others; neither good nor 

bad -, not goody becaufe they will not believe you % 
not evi l; becaufe they know more already than you 
would have them. 

• . * t 

Thus he {poke one day to* his difciples, who took 
a pride ever and anon to blame themfelves : to which 
he added* 
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For a man to confefs his faults, when he is repro¬ 

ved for them, is modefty. 
To lay them open to his friend is ingenuity, and ; 

confidence. 
To reprove himfelf for them is humility. 
But to go preach them to every body is, if one : 

have not a great care, a piece of pride. 
By this fcantling of Confucius’s philofophy you .. 

may judge, my lord, that reafon is of all times, and : 
of all places. Seneca hath fpoken nothing better ; ; 
and had I the leifure, as I have a deflgn to make an u 
intire collection of the maxims of our philofopher, 
peradventure no requisite would be wanting to give 
him a place amongft our fages of antiquity. I wifh, t\ 
at lead, my lord, that the portraiture, I have offer- \\ 
ed, may not difpleafe you : were he ftill alive at h 
this day, as much a philofopher as he is, I am fure •* 
he would be fenfible of the approbation you fhould b 
afford him. Such a teftimony as yours, always clear, ji 
always fincere, muff needs do a kindnefs to the u 
greateft men. Perhaps hitherto in France they have >j 
not juftly valued what is fo much honoured in the ; j 
Eaft : but, fo foon as you fhall pleafe to honour him “ 
with your efteem, every body will be perfuaded : ■ 
that antiquity hath not flattered him, and that Chi- i 
na, in chooling him for a mafter and a doétor, hath : 
done juftice to his merit. I am with a moft pro- « 
found refped, 

My Lord, 
y * 

Tour Grace’s mcft humble. 

and moft obedient Servant, 
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LETTER VIII. 

’To my Lord Philipeaux* Secretary of State. 

< ? 

Of the particular Character of the Wit and Temper 
^ of the Chinefe. 

Mv Lord, IF in this letter, which I have the honour to write 
to you, I confine myfelf only to treat of what 

concerns the particular character and genius of the 
Chinefe, it is not becaufe I forget the obligation I 
lie under, to give you an exaét account of all the 
other things we are acquainted with in our voyages -, 
yet I fuppofed that I could not more fitly begin to 
difcharge this duty, than by entertaining you, at the 
firft fight, with that which naturally ought to be 
pleafant to you -, a captain would more willingly 
hear a difcourfe of wars, and of the bravery of the 
Tartars, and a courtier of the gentility of the Chi¬ 
nefe ; but when a man has fuch extraordinary parts 
as you have, and is heir to a family that has al¬ 
ways fignalized itfelf by its infight into feiences, and 
penetration in the management of the moll impor¬ 
tant affairs, I was apt to believe that one could not 
treat of a fubjeél that can be more proper, and more 
delightful to you. 

Of all the people of the habitable world, there 
is not any one that does not (land upon his wit 
and ingenuity, and oftentimes the moft barbarous 
prefer themfelves before the mod polite and ac- 
complifh’d. The inhabitants of the Cape of 
Good Hope, whom we cannot reprefent to our- 
felves, but with a kind of horror, whom we can 
fcarce give ourfelves leave to rank amongft men, 
do neverthelefs look upon the Europeans as Haves, 
and upon the Hollanders as no other than a 

P 2 com- 
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company of ftupid fellows, not vers’d in the me¬ 
thod of government. The people of Siam, whofe 
phyfiognomy is well enough known in France, who 
have in the Indies fouls adapted to their bodies, 
do ufually fay, That Heaven, in diflributing its 
benefits and natural qualities, hath granted to the 
French the bravery and fcience of war ; to the 
Englifh, the art of navigation ; to the Hollanders, 
a particular knack in trading j to the Chinefe, the 
wiidom of well-governing *, but that it hath given 
wit to the people of Siam. Had not they inti¬ 
mated it to us, perhaps we fhould not have made 
fuch a reflexion, for it is a difcovery that we owe 
to them. After all, we muft not wonder if the 
Chinefe, who term all the people of the Eafl: blind, 
have referved to themfelves the preheminence, and 
have believed themfelves to be, without all difpute, 
the moft intelligent nation in the world. 

There is no queftion to be made but they are an 
ingenious people, but methinks no body yet hath 
been truly acquainted with their character. To 
lee their libraries, univerfities, the prodigious num¬ 
ber of their doctors, their obfervatories, and the care 
they take to be exaél in their obfervations, one would 
be apt to conclude, that this nation is not only in¬ 
genious, but perfectly well vers’d in all forts of fci- 
ences ; that they have a vafl: reach, invention, and 
a genius for every thing. Neverthelefs, albeit for 
thefe four thoufand years, they have allowed recom- 
pences to learned and expert men ; and tho’ the for¬ 
tune of an infinite number of men depends upon 
their good parts, yet have they not had one Angle 
man, of great atchievements in fpeculative fcience : 
they have difcovered all thefe precious mines, with¬ 
out troubling themfelves to dig for them : enjoying 
peaceably, for fo many ages, the reputation of the 
moft knowing men in the world, becaufe they fee 
no body bu,fc who are more ignorant than themfelves. 
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So that I fuppofe I may fafely aver, without of¬ 

fering them any injury, that amongil the qualities 
wherewith Heaven hath refpeélively inriched the 
people of the world, they have not fhewed that fpi- 
rit of penetration and exadtnefs which is fo neceffary 
to thole who addiét themfelves to the fearch of na¬ 
ture. Nor have they that logick which we have fo 
much improved, that geometry that we in France 
have brought to fuch a high degree of perfection, 
which may pafs for the mailer-piece of human un- 
derflanding, which yet will never get admittance in¬ 
to their academies ; and, maugre all the natural pride 
that poifefTes them, they will not ilick to confefs. 
That, as to thefe matters, the Europeans will in all 
human probability be their mailers. 

It is true, a philofophy they have -, it is likewife 
true, that they lay down certain principles for the 
explaining the compofition of bodies, their proprie¬ 
ty, their effects. Neither are they altogether igno¬ 
rant in anatomy ; nay, they grant a circulation of 
the blood and humours *, but all their notions arc fo 
general, confufed, and moil an end fo falfe, that 1 
am afraid in this place to particularize them. 

Their arithmetick is more perfedl, altho* they 
do not make ufe of the cypher, as we do, which 
is not with Handing of great ufe. They do not prac- 
tife the rules of arithmetick by calculation ♦, but 
they ufe an infiniment compofed of a little board a 
foot and an half long, crofs which they fcore ten or 
twelve little parallel lines or flicks, upon which are 
ftrung feveral moveable buttons -, by putting them 
together, or by feparating them one from another, 
they reckon, almoil as we do, by counters ; but 
with fuch great dexterity and eafmefs, that thev 
will keep pace with a man, let him read a book of 

1 accounts never fo fail. At the end they find the 
’ operation performed, which they have a certain 
1 my to prove, 

P 3 Their 
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Their geometry is very fuperficial, it is retrain¬ 
ed to a very few proportions, and to fome problems 
of algebra, which they refolve without elements or 
principles, and that only by induction. 

They pretend to be the inventors of mufick, and 
to have heretofore carried it to its acme of perfec¬ 
tion : but either they are miftaken, or they have 
quite loft it ; for that they praétife at this day is fo 
imperfect, that it does not fo much 4s deferve the 
name of muftck. 

As for aftronomy, it muft be confefs’d, that never 
did people in the world addict themfelves fo con- 
ftantly to it. This fcience is beholding to them for 
abundance of obfervations ; but the hiftory, that re¬ 
ports them in general, hath not been careful to de¬ 
scend to particulars, which would be neceftary for 
the reaping all the benefit fuch mighty care feems 
to promife. However, it hath not been unprofit¬ 
able to pofterity. We have above 400 obfervations, 
as well of the eclipfes and comets, as conjunctions, 
that make good their chronology, and may conduce 
to the perfecting of ours. 

Altho* their tables were imperfecft, yet have they 
been very ferviceable to regulate the time -, but, after 
a certain continuance of years, their aftronomers 
were obliged to make fome amendments therein, 
becaufe they did not exactly agree with the heavens 
till, in the beginning of this century, they attained 
fome fkill in our aftronomy. The Europeans fince 

* have every way reformed their kalendar, which bu- 
finefs has made them fo famous, and fo neceftary in 
that ftate, that nothing hath fo much contributed 
to fettle religion in that country, and alfo to defend 
it in the various circumftances of perfecution it hath 
lain under. 

If China hath been deficient in excellent mathe¬ 
maticians, they have at leaft had perfect aftrologers ; 
becaufe, for the well fucceeding in judicial aftrology, 

\\ 
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it fufficeth to be an able deceiver, and to have a 
knack of lying handfomely, which no nation can 
difpute with China. There have been for thefe ma¬ 
ny ages cheating mountebanks by profeftion, who 
promife, by the infight they have in the motion and 
influence of the ftars, the philofophers done, and 
immortality. They mark in the almanack, every 
year, the good and bad days for building, mar¬ 
riages, for undertaking journies and voyages, and 
for fuch like actions, the fuccefs whereof depends 
more upon the wifdom and difcretion of men, than 
upon the influence of the heavens. 

The miflionaries fearing left they might afcribe 
the fooleries and ridiculous fuperftitions to them, 
becaufe they make them the authors of the kalen- 
dar, thought themfelves obliged to make a publick 
declaration how little hand they have in the mat¬ 
ter, they protefted that they abfolutely condemned 
them : and the emperor, that is not fubjeét to thefe 
weakneftes, was willing they fhould explain them¬ 
felves, as to that bufinefs, for his particular fatif- 
fadlion. 

* 

Medicine hath not been quite negleéted and laid 
afide -, but becaufe they wanted phyficks, or natural 
philofophy and anatomy, the foundation of it, they 
never made any great progrefs therein -, yet mu ft it 
be confeffed that they have acquired a particular 
fkill in pulfes, that hath made them famous in the 
world. The emperor Hoampti compofed a treatife 
of the fame above four thoufand years ago *. Ever 
fince that time the phyftcians of China have look’d 
upon that fcience as the foundation of all medicine. 

They feel the pulfe after fuch a manner as would 
make a man lmile that is not accuftomed to it. 
After they have apply’d their four fingers along the 
artery, and have prefs’d ftrongly and uniformly the 

P 4 patient’s 

* J[t is juft 4392 years. 
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patients wrift, they relax their fingers by degrees, 
till the blood, that was flopp’d by the prefling, hath 
retaken its ufual courfe ; then, a moment after, 
they begin again to prefs the arm clofe, which they 
continue a confiderable time y after that, juft like 
men that intended to touch the frets of a mufical 
inftrument, they rife and fall their fingers fucceffive- 
ly one after another, pinching foftly, or hard, 
fometimes flower, fometimes fafter, till fuch time 
as the artery anfwers to the touches which the phyr 
fician moves, and till the ftrength, weaknefs, difor- 
der, and other fymptoms of the pulfe be manifeft. 

They pretend that there never happens any ex¬ 
traordinary accident in the conftitution, but does al¬ 
ter the blood, and confequently caufes a different 
impreflion upon the veffels. It is not fo much by 
reafoning and arguing that they are inftruéted in this 
point, as by a long experience, which much better 
difc overs to them all thefe wonderful changes than 
theory and fpeculation. 

When they have a long time been attentive to 
the voice of nature, that explains itfelf by the beat¬ 
ings of the pulfe, they perfectly and truly perceive 
thofe differences, which to others feem impercepti¬ 
ble. The pervigilium and lethargy, lofs of appe¬ 
tite, or defire to eat, the head-ach, weaknefs of fto- 
mach, fulnefs or emptinefs ; all thefe are the caufe 
or the effect of fome diftemper in the mafs of blood. 

So that its motion will be at that time lefs fre¬ 
quent or quicker, fuller or weaker, uniform or irre¬ 
gular. Sometimes there will be an undulation or 
trembling, caufed by the ebullition of the whole mafs 
of the humours -, which may be perceived like to a 
boil that trembles after it hath been rung ; fome- 
timés-aHb the artery will not bear a ftroke, but will 
fwell by little and little. By prefling it, one will 
moreover be able to perceive feveral effects that do 
not declare themfdves to the bare touch , for at 
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that time the courfe of the circulation, which is fuff 
pended or leffened, which begins again immediately 
after, with more force, will give occafion to judge 
variously and differently of the difpofition of the 
heart, of the fermentation there performed, of the 
quality of the blood there prepared, of the obfta- 
cles that impede its pafiages, of grofs and crude 
matter that overcharges it, of the nature of the 
fpints that too much rarity it, and precipitate tran- 
fpiration. The Chinefe phyficians pretend to have, 
by a long experience, distinguished all thefe differ¬ 
ences of pulies, and to have been able to know all 
the diftempers that are incident thereto ; fo that 
they hold the patient’s hand a quarter of an hour 
at lead ; fometimes the right, fometimes the left, 
and iometimes both of them at the fame time. And 
after all, as if they Were infpired, they play the 
prophet ; Ton were never troubled with the head-achy 
lay they, but with an heavinefs that hath made y our 
drowfy ; or elfe. Ton have loft your appétitCy you will 
recover it again within three days precifely. This 
evening, about funfety your head will be freer -, your 
pulfe indicates pain in the belly y unlefs you have eaten 
fuch or fuch meat *, this indifpofition will laft five daysy 
after which it will ceafe. And fo for other fymp- 
toms of the malady, which they find out or prog¬ 
nosticate pretty exactly, when they are expert in the 
fcience -, for, as for others, they are commonly falfe 
prophets. 

It is not to be questioned after all thefe testimo¬ 
nies we have, but that in this refpeét they have 
Something extraordinary, nay, and even wonderful : 
however, a man Should always miftruft them, and 
one cannot be too much upon his guard againSt 
them, becaufe they make ufe of all means imagina¬ 
ble to get themfelves fecretly inftruéled concerning 
the patient’s condition before they vifit them. Nay, 
they are fo cunning (to get themfelves reputation) 
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as to feign a kind of diflemper which fometimes 
they themfelves procure afterwards. A perfon told 
me, that, fending for a phyfician and a chirurgeon to 
cure him of a wound, one of them told him, That 
the malady was occaftoned hy a fmall worm that was 
injinuated into the flejh, which would infallibly pro¬ 
duce a gangrene, if by feme remedy or other it were 
not fetch’d out : that he was the only man in all the 
country that had this arcanum, and would put it in 
practice for his fake, provided he would not grudge 
him a conftderable fum of money. The fick perfon 
promifed him he would not *, and paid him part of 
it beforehand. But this cheating fophifler, after 
divers unprofitable medicines, entangled, at laft, a 
little worm in his piailler, which he pull’d out an 
hour after in triumph, as if it came out of the very 
wound. His companion, that gain’d nothing by 
the management of this bufinefs, afterwards deteéled 
it, but it was too late -, and the chirurgeon com¬ 
forted up himfelf more eafily for the lofs of his re¬ 
putation, than the fick perfon for the lofs of his 
money. m 

However the cafe mav (land as to the capacity 
of the Chineie phyliciatis, yet certain it is, that 
they prediét the diflemper ealier than they cure it ; 
and men die in their hands as they do elfewhere. 
They prepare their own remedies, that ordinarily 
confiil of pills -, which, according as they are pre¬ 
pared, are either fudorifick, purge the blood and hu¬ 
mours, tortify the flomach, fupprefs vapours j or are 
reflringent, difpoie to evacuation j but feldom work 
by ftool. They do not let blood, nor know the 
clyfler, but fince they have had correfpondence 
with the phyf cians of Macao. They do not dif- 
approve the remedy, but name it The Remedy of the 
Barbarians. They apply eupping-glafles not only 
upon the lcapulæ, but alfo upon the belly, to af- 
fwage the pain of the cholick. 
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They are in a manner alfo perfuaded, that the 
majority of difeafes are caufed by malignant and cor¬ 
rupted wind that hath flipp’d into the mufcles, and 
doth ill affeét all the parts of the body : the moft fure 
means to diffipate them is to apply, in different 
places, red-hot needles, or buttons of fire : this is 
their ordinary remedy. Onne I feemed to be fur- 
prized at this practice, when a Chinefe faid, alluding 
to phlebotomy. They treat you in Europe with the 
fword, but here they martyr us by fire ; this mode will 
probably never alter, becaafe phyficians feel not the 
mifchief they do us, and are not worfe paid for tor¬ 
menting us, than for curing us. 

I cannot tell whether or no they might have 
learnt this violent remedy of the Indians j or whe¬ 
ther the Indians themfelves might not have received 
it from the Chinefe phyficians ; but they pretend in 
the Indies that fire cures all difeafes : this perfuafion, 
which they perfid in, makes every day a great 
many miferable perfons, whom they cauterize upon 
the flighted illnefs. 

Yet there be fome maladies that are not curable, 
but by this means. The people of the country, but 
efpecially the {laves, are much troubled with a vio¬ 
lent cholick, which the Portuguefe call Mordetchin, 
occafioned by the indigedion of the domach, and 
accompanied, for the mod part, with continual vo¬ 
mitings -, the gripes it produceth are cruel, and the 
grief and anguifh often deprives them of their wits. 
This grief is infallibly mortal, if they do not reme¬ 
dy it after the following manner : They lightly apply 
an iron peal red-hot to the foies of the feet ; if the 
patient fhews any figns of feeling, they pafs no fur¬ 
ther, and he is cured : if he be infenfible of this fird 
operation, they lay it on harder, and dill continue 
to prefs the peal, burning unmercifully to the very 
hone, without defiding, till the patient complain, 
which puts an end to the malady and remedy. But 
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if the fire, how violent foever, makes not itfelf be 
felt, they defpair of healing, and in a ftiort time 
the patient dies. 

Amongft all the China remedies, there are none 
fo much efteemed as cordials ; they are provided 
with all forts of them, and very natural ones ; for 
they con fill for the mo Pc part of herbs, leaves, and 
roots. Their fimples are numerous ; and, if the 
people of the country may be believed, they have 
all of them fovereign and experienced virtues. I 
brought along with me hither near four hundred, 
defigned in their natural colours and figure, accord¬ 
ing to thofe the emperor caufed to be painted for 
his clofet. Father Vifdelou, one of the fix jefuits 
his majefty Pent thither Anno 1685, is very intent 
upon the tranflation of the Chinefe Herbal ; where¬ 
in are all the virtues and qualities of all thofe plants 
explained. This father, who hath accomplifhed 
himfelf in the knowledge of books, will thereto 
add particular reflexions of his own ; and I make 
no queflion but what, he fupplies us with thereupon, 
will enrich our botany, and fatisfy the ingenious and 
curious. 

Amongft thefe fimples there are two that I may 
fpeak of beforehand : the fir ft is the leaf of * Thee, 
as they call it in China > they are much divided in 
their opinions, touching the properties they afcribe 
to it. Some do maintain that it hath admirable 
ones $ others, that it is but a fancy and meer whim 
of the Europeans, that are always in love with no¬ 
velties, and put a value upon that which they do 
not underftand : in that, as in all other things 
where men do not agree, I think we ought to take 
the middle path. 

In 

* Thee is a corrupt word of the province of Fokien, it 
be called T$bay it is the term of the Mandarine! language. 
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In China they are fubjed! neither to gout, fciatica, 
: nor ftone ; and many imagine, that Thee preferves 
■ them againft all thefe diftempers. The Tartars, that 
feed upon raw flefh, fall Tick, and fufFer continual 
indigeftions fo foon as ever they give over drinking 
of it -, and, that they may have plenty of it, they 
bargain to furnifh the emperor with almoft all the 
horfes that ferve to remount his cavalry ; when anv 
one is troubled with a vertigo that overcharges the 
brain, he finds himfelf extremely relieved fo foon as 
he accuftoms himfelf to Thee. In France there are 
abundance of people that find it good for the gravel, 
crudities, head-aches ; nay, fome pretend to have 
been cured of the gout by it, almoft miraculoufly ; 
fo quick and fenfible has been its efFedt. All this 
proves that Thee is no chimera and conceit. Nay, 
fome after drinking of it fleep the better, which ar¬ 
gues that it is not proper to fupprefs fumes : fome 
there be who never take it after meals, without ex¬ 
periencing mifchievous efFedts -, their digeftion is in¬ 
terrupted and difturbed ; and they find, a long time 
after, crudities, and a troublefome repletion. Others 
find no benefit by it neither in gout nor fciatica. A 
great many fay, that rt dries, makes lean, and that 
it obftrudts ; and that, if there be any good qualities 
in it, the moft part of other leaves would in a man¬ 
ner produce the fame efFedc. Thefe experiments 
evince, that its virtue is not fo univerfal as people 
imagine. 

So that, in my opinion, one fhould fpeak mode¬ 
rately of it, both as to its good and bad qualities. 
Perhaps warm water alone is a good medicine again!! 
diftempers, the cure of which they attribute to Thee ; 
and there are feveral people that are exempt from 
many inconveniencies, becaufe they are ufed to drink 
Warm liquors. Neverthelefs, it is certain, that Thee 
is of a corroftve nature, for it attenuates hard vidtu- 
als wherewith it is boiled, and confequently is pro¬ 

per 
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per for digeftion, that is to fay, for diffolutiôn ; 
which alfo proves, that it refills obftru&ions, and 
that liquors, impregnated with its particles and faits, 
carry off, and more eafily feparate whatfoever ad¬ 
heres to the tunicles of the veffels. This very qua¬ 
lity is proper to confume fuperfluous humours, to 
put into motion thofe that flagnate and corrupt, and 
to evacuate others, that caufe the gout and fciatica : 
fo that Thee, with caution, is a very good remedy, 
altho’ it be not fo effectual, nor univerfal, but that 
the temperament of certain perfons, the heighth of 
the diftemper, together with certain occult difpofi- 
tions, may many times retard the effeft, or even 
fruflrate its virtue. 

To ufe it with benefit, it is requifite to know it, 
for there is more than one fort of it. That of the 
province of Xenfi is coarfe, harfh, and unpleafant. 
The Tartars drink of it : there is neceffarv to them , 
a flronger menflruum than to the Chinefe, becaufe : 
they feed on raw flefh. It is exceeding cheap in the : 
country, a pound of it will coft three pence. In this i 
fame province there is found a particular fpecies of it, \ 
more refembling mofs, than the leaves of a tree ; j 
and they pretend that the oldefl is of excellent ufe : 
In acute diftempers. They likewife adminifler to i 
fick people a third fort, whofe leaves are very long 
and thick, and its goodnefs increafes in proportion 
to its being kept ; but that is not the Thee in ufe. 

That which they commonly drink in China hath 
no particular name, becaufe it is gathered any where : 
in different territories and foils : it is good, the in- 
fufion is reddifh, the tafte faint and fomewhat bit¬ 
ter : the people ufe it indifferently at all hours of the ; 
day, and it is their moft ufual drink. 

But perfons of quality ufe two other kinds that 
are in requeft in China. The firft is called Thee : 
Soumlo *, it is the name of the place where it is ga¬ 
thered j the leaves are fomewhat long, the infufion 

clear I 
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clear and green when it is frefh, the tafte pleafant ; 
it fmells, as they fay in France, a little of violets, 
but this tafte is not natural -, and the Chinefe have 
often afiured me, that, to be good, it ought to have 
no tafte at all. This is that they commonly pre- 
fent at vifits -, but it is exceeding corrofive ; perhaps 
the fugar they mix with it here corrects its acrimo¬ 
ny *, but in China, where it is drunk pure, too great 
a ufe of it would be apt to fpoil the ftomach. 

The fécond kind is called Thee Voui -, thé leaves 
that are little, and inclining to black, tinge the wa¬ 
ter with a yellow colour. The tafte is delicious, 
and even the weakeft ftomach always agrees with it. 
In winter it is to be ufed temperately, but in fum- 
mer one cannot- drink too much. It is efpecially 
good in fweating, after travelling, running, or any 
other violent exercife. They give of it alfo to flck 
people *, and thofe, who have any care of their health, 
drink no other. When I was at Siam, I heard 
them often talk of the flower of Thee, of imperial 
Thee, and of feveral other forts of Thee, the price 
of which was yet more extraordinary, than the pro¬ 
perties they afcribe to it : but in China I heard no 
fuch thing. 

Generally fpeaking, that the Thee may prove ex¬ 
cellent, it ought to be gathered early, when the 
leaves are yet fmall, tender, and juicy. They begin 
commonly to gather it in the months of March and 
April, according as the feafon is forward -, they af¬ 
terwards expofe them to the fteam of boiling water 
to loften them again -, fo foon as they are penetrated 
by it, they draw them over copper-plates kept on 
the Are, which dries them by degrees, till they grow 
brown, and roll up of themlelves in that manner 
we fee them. If the Chinefe were not fuch great 
cheats, their Thee would be better -, but they often¬ 
times mix other herbs with it, to fwell the flze 
at a fmall charge, and fo get more money by it : 
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fo that it is a rare thing to meet with any purely 
without mixture. 

It commonly grows in vallies, and at the foot of 
mountains j the choked grows in dony foils -, that 
which is planted in light grounds holds the fécond rank. 
The lead valuable of all is found in yellow earth ; but, 
in what place foever it is cultivated,care mud be taken 
to expofe it to the fouth ; it gets more drength by 
that, and bears three years after being fown. Its root 
refembles that of a peach tree, and its flowers refem- 
ble white wild rofes. The trees grow of all fizes, 
from two feet to an hundred, and fome are to be met 
with that two men can fcarce grafp in their arms ; this 
is what the Chinefe Herbal relates* But from my own 
obfervation I can give you the following account. 

Entering upon the province of Fokien*they fir A made 
me obferve Thee upon the declining of a little hill ; it 
was not above five or fix feet high * feveral Aalks* 
each of which was an inch thick, joined together, 
and divided at the top into many lmall branches, 
compofed a kind of clufler, much what like our 
myrtle. The trunk, tho5 feemingly dry, yet bore 
very green branches and leaves. Thefe leaves were 
drawn out in length at the point, pretty flrait,an inch, 
or an inch and an half long,and indented in their whole 
circumference. The olded feemed fomewhat white 
Ivithout, they were hard, brittle* and bitter. The newr 
ones, on the contrary, were foft, pliable* reddifh* 
fmooth, tranfparent, and pretty fweet to the tade* 
efpecially after they had been a little chewed. 

It being the month of September, I found three 
forts of fruit. In the new branches there were little 
flimy peafe, green without, and full of yellow grains 
within. In others, the fruit is as big as beans, but 
of different figures ; fome round, containing a pea ; 
others drawn out in length, that contained two ; 
fome others of a triangular figure bore three* very 

like to thofe that bear the tallow-grain, fo famous 
■ * 
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in China. The firft membrane or skin, wherein thefe 
grains are infolded, is green, very thick, and fome- 
what even. The fécond is white, and thinner; 
under which a third very fine pellicle covers a kind 
of gland, or fmall nut perfectly round, that flicks 
to the bark by a little fibre, from whence it derives 
its nourifhment. When this fruit is young, it hath 
bitternefs in it ; but, a day or two after it has been 
gathered, it withers, grows long and yellow, and 
wrinkles like an old hazel-nut ; at length it becomes 
unéluous and very bitter. Befides that, I found a 
third fort of hard, old fruits, the firft skin of which, 
between open and {hut, fire wed within a hard bark, 
brittle, and altogether refembling that of a chefnut. 
After I had broken it, fcarce did I find any fign of 
fruit, fo dry and flat was it grown. In fome others 
the fame fruit was pulverized, in others was found 
a little nut quite dried up, and covered with its firft 
pellicle. 

Amongft thefe fruits, a gteat number of them 
have no germ or bud, which they call females ; 
thofe that have any may be fown, and produce trees ; 
but the Chinefe do commonly make ufe of grafts to 
plant. The better to underftand the nature of this 
tree, I had the curiofity to tafte the bark of the 
trunk and branches. I chewed likewife fome of the 
wood and fibres -, both of them feemed to me not 
at all bitter, fo far from it, they left a relifh fweet 
like that of liquorifh, which yet one does not tafte 
till fome time after the chewing. Altho’ this parti¬ 
cular account may difpleafe thofe that are not con¬ 
cerned in the knowledge of plants, yet I am fure 
that the more curious could wifh a more nice and 
exacft account, as to the delicate mixture of colours 
in the flower, the orderly difpofition of their fibres, 
the conformation of the fmall branches and roots, 
and a thoufand other particulars relating to the ana¬ 
tomy of them ; but that is the bufinefs of time and 

lcifure s 
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leifure : I had but a quarter of an hour to examine 
the tree of which I have the honour to write to you. 

There is in China another fimple much more fcarce 
than Thee, and upon that very account more valued, 
which they call Gin-Sem : Gin lignifies a man, and 
Sem a plant, or {impie, as much as to fay, The 
human (impie, or the fimple that refembles a man. 
Thole who till this time have given another con- 
ftruCtion to thefe words are excufable, becaufe they 
do not underftand the emphafis of the Chinefe cha¬ 
racters, which do alone contain the true lignification 
of terms : the learned give it abundance of other 
names in their writings, that fufficiently declare how 
much they fet by it; as the fpiritous fimple, the pure 
ipirits of the earth, the fat of the fea, the Panacea, 
and the remedy that difpenfes immortality, and 
feveral others of that nature. 

It is a root as thick as half the little linger, and 
as long again. It is divided into two branches, which 
makes a figure pretty like a man with his two legs ; 
its colour inclines to yellow, and when it is kept any 
time it grows wrinkled, and dry’d like wood ; the 
leaves it Ihoots forth are little, and terminate in a ; 
point, the branches are black, the flower violet, and 
the ftalk covered with hair ; they fay that it pro¬ 
duces but one of them ; that this ftalk produces 
three branches, and that each branch bears the leaves ; 
by fours and fives ; it grows in the fhade, in a moift 
foil, yet fo (lowly, that it corner not to perfection 
till after a long term of years. It is commonly 
found under a tree called Kia-chu, little differing 
from the lycomore. Altho’ they^ fetch it from feveral 
places, yet the befl came heretofore from Petcij. 
That which is at this day in ufe is taken in Leaotum, 
a province depending upon China, and fituated in the 
oriental Tartary. 

Of all cordials, according to the Chinefe opinion, j 

there are none comparable i» Gin-fern ; it is fweet j 
and i ; 
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and delightful, altho* there be in it a little fmack of 
bitternefs ; its effects are marvellous *, it purifies the 
blood, fortifies the ftomach, adds motion to a lan¬ 
guid pulfe, excites the natural heat, and withal aug¬ 
ments the radical moifture. Phÿficians never know 
how to make an end when they fpecify its virtues* 
and have whole volumes of its different ufes. I have 
a collection of their receipts that I fhould report 
intire in this place, if I were not afraid to be tedious* 
and trefpafs upon your patience. I may print them 
hereafter, together with a great many treatifes re¬ 
lating to the phyfick or medicine of the Chinefe. I 
fhall only add, to what I have but now fpoken, the 
ufual courfe they take in diftempers attended with 
faintnefs and fwooning, whether it proceeds from 
fome accident, or from old age. 

Take a drachm of this root (you muft begin with 
a little dofe, and may increafe it afterwards, accord¬ 
ing to the effect the former dofes fhall produce) dry 
it before the fire in a paper, or infufe it in wine* till 
it be fated by it -, then cut it in little pieces with 
your teeth (and not with a knife, iron diminifhing 
its virtue) and, when it is calcined, take the powder 
in form of a bolus, in warm water or wine, accord¬ 
ing as your diftemper will permit. This will be 
an excellent cordial, and by continuing it you will 
find yourfelf fenfibly fortified. 

Takealfo the fame quantity of Gin-fern, or more 
if you be extremely weak, and when you have di 
vided it into little pieces, infufe it in half a glafs full 
of boiling water, or elfe you may boil it with the 
water itfelf ; the water* if you drink it, will have 

' the fame effect. The root may ferve a fécond time,- 
: but it abates of its force. They likewife make broths 

■ of it, electuaries, lozenges, and fyrups, which are 
' excellent remedies for all forts of diftempers. 

They have alfo another root which the Portuguefe 

in the Indies call Pao-China* which is an excellent 
Q^2 fudorifick, 
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fudorifick, very proper to purge the humours and 
corrupted blood but the defcription of all thefe 
fimples would make me deviate too much, and is 
not proper for fuch a fhort letter as this. 

The phyficians of China do not employ apothe¬ 
caries for the compolition of their medicines, they 
prefcribe and give them at the fame time themfelves. 
Sometimes in the patient’s chamber, when it may be 
conveniently done ; and fometimes in their own 
houfes. They think it flrange the Europeans fbould 
a61 otherwife, and that they commit the principal 
point of the cure to men that are not concerned in 
curing them ; and are not follicitous about the good- 
nefs of the drugs, provided they get rid of them to 
their advantage : but there is another diforder in 
China a great deal more dangerous than that they 
lay to our charge, and that is, that there every body 
is admitted to pradtife phylick, like other mechanick 
arts, without examination, or taking their degrees : 
fo that a pitiful fellow, that knows not where to put 
his head, fludies perhaps a phyfick book two or 
three months, and fetsup for a doctor, cum privilegio, 
at the expence of the patient’s life, whom he chufeth 
to kill, rather than be forced to flarve himfelf for 
lack of employment. The vulgar, tho’ ill ferved 
by them, take a fir on g fancy for thefe pickpockets, 
and they would reckon themfelves covetous, when 
they are indifpofed, if they did not die, or caufe 
their relations to die fome other way, than by the 
way of nature. 

Yet fome of them you fhall have confefs their 
fault when it is too late ; and I remember that an 
inhabitant of the city of Sucheu lofing his daughter 
more through the ignorance of the phyfician, than 
by the power of the difeafe, was fo enraged, that 
he caufed a paper to be printed, wherein the bad 
conduct of the pretended dodtor was laid open, with 
lèverai reflections" tending to decry him $ he affix’d 

copies 
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copies of it in all the publick places, and caufed them 
to be diftributed to the principal houfes of the citv. 
This revenge, or, as he termed it, this zeal for the 
publick good, had the effeél he promifed himfelf. 
The phyfician loft, together with his reputation, all 
his practice, and was reduc’d to fo great an extre¬ 
mity, that he quickly found himfelf in no condition 
to kill any body. 

The Chinefe, that are mean proficients in fciences, 
fucceed much better in arts -, and tho’ they have 
not brought them to that degree of perfection we 
fee them in Europe, yet know they in this refpeCt 
not only what is neceftary for the common ufe of 
life, but alfo whatever may contribute to convenience, 
neatnefs, commerce, and even to well-regulated mag¬ 
nificence ; they would have got a great deal farther, 
had not the form of government, that hath pre- 
fcribed bounds to the expences of private perfons, 
put a ftop to them. The workmen are extraordi¬ 
nary induftrious, and if they be not fo good at in¬ 
vention as we, yet do they eafily comprehend our 
inventions, and imitate them tolerably well. There 
are made in feveral places of the empire glafs, watches, 
piftols, bombs, and many other pieces of workman- 
fhip that they may thank us for -, but they have had 
time out of mind gun-powder, printing, and the 
ufe of the compafs, which are novel arts in Europe, 
for which perhaps we are obliged to them. 

They divide the compafs in twenty-four parts 
only, whereas we defcribe thirty-two ; they ever¬ 
more imagined that the needle did every where 
fhew the true place of the pole, but by divers ex¬ 
periments, which we made before them, they have 
obferved fome variation and declenfion : The loadftone 
is found almoft in every province ; it comes alio to 
them from Japan -, but the grand ufe they make of it 
is in phyfick ; ’tis bought by weight, and the beft are 
not fold for above eight-pence or ten-pence an ounce. 

0.3 1 
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I have brought one with me an inch and an half 
thick, which, tho’ indifferently guarded, takes up 
neverthelefs eleven pound weight ; it will raife four- ) 
teen or fifteen when it is right fix’d. In fine, they 
are very dexterous in cutting them ; for in France, 
tho5 they bring them into all figures, yet it is not I 
without great labour and coft. They cut mine in 
Nankim in lefs than two hours -, the engine they make : 
ufe of to that purpofe is a plain one -, and, if our 
workmen would ufe it, they would abridge their | 
labour. I fuppofed, fir, that you would not be ; 
unwilling to hear an explanation of it. 

It is compofed of two jaumbs three or four feet | 
high, arch-like, with two firings like a fetting-iron, ji 
and parted by a board or fhingle, which goes crofs fj 
to it, and clofed by a mortife in the lee-board. On [i 
the head of the jaumbs is fet flat a little rolling-pin : 
or cylinder, of an inch and an half diameter, which : 
can turn circularly by means of a firing rolled in the | 
middle, whofe two ends hanging are tied to a ftep, 
on which the workman fets his foot. 

At one of the extremities of the cylinder a flat U 
piece of iron is faftened with maftick by its center, j 1 
which piece of iron is very thin, very round, and f) 
very fharp all about ; it is eight inches diameter, and I ) 
moves with a great fwiftnefs, according as the fieps ic 
are fet high or low. In the paean time the work- 3 
man presents the loadftone in one hand, and in the j| 
other the mud made of a very fine fand, which cools :: 
the iron, and ferves to cut the ftone -, but becaufe the ji 
iron, in going thro’ the fand, throws it about with : 
violence, which might blind the workman, care is 1 
taken to place juft under it a little board, turned in : 
the manner of a half circle* which receiveth it and ! 
defends the workman. 

Navigation is another point that fhews the addrefs jl 
af the Çhinefe j we have not always feen in Europe ! 
fueh able a^d adventurous Tailors as we are at pre^ jt 

fent| 
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fent ; the ancients were not fo forward to venture 
themfelves upon the Teas, where one mu ft lofe the 
fight of land for a long time together. The danger 
of being miftaken in their calculation (for they had 
not then the ufe of the compafs) made all pilots cir- 
cumfpetft and wary. 

There are fome who pretend that the Chinefe, a 
long time before the birth of our Saviour Chrift, 
had failed all the feas of India, and difcovered the 
Cape of Good Hope : however that be, it is moft 
certain, that from all antiquity they had always ftout 
Ships -, and albeit they have not perfected the art of 
navigation, no more than they have done the fci- 
ences, yet did they understand much more of it than 
the Greeks and Romans -, and at this day they fail 
as fecurely as the Portuguefe. 

Their veSTels are like ours of all rates, but the 
model is not fo fine ; they are all flat bottom’d ; the 
fore-caftle is cut Short without a ftem, the Stern open 
in the middle to the end, that the rudder, which 
they Shut up as in a chamber, may be defended on 
the Sides from the waves : this rudder, much longer 
than ours, is Strongly tied to the ftern-poft by two 
cables that pafs under the whole length of the veflel 
to the fore-part -, two other fuch like cables hold it 
up, and facilitate the hoifting or lowering it, as oc¬ 
casion ferves \ the bar is as long as is neceSlary for 
the guiding it ; the Seamen at the helm are alfo 
aflifted by ropes faftened to the larboard and ftar- 
board, and rolled upon the extremity of the bar 
they hold in their hand, which they faften or 
Slacken as they fee occafion, to thruft or ftop the 
helm. 

The mifen-maft is quite towards the fore-part, the 
main-maft is not far from the place where we place 
our mifens. A cord that goes from Starboard to 
larboard, according as the wind chops about, ferves 
them for a Slay and ihrowds ; the boltfprit, which 

0.4 >4 



232 fhe particular Character of the 

is very weak, is at the larboard, at a conftderable 
diftance from the middle, where we are wont to 
place them. The round-tops they ufe are very fhort, 
but the maimmaft is of a prodigious height and 
thicknefs -, it is ftrongly feized, as far as the upper 
part of the deck, by two fide beams, that ftrengthen 
it. wonderfully -, yea, and deprive it of playing, 
which we leave to ours, becaufe it ferves to give the 
vefiel air, and to quicken its motion. 

The low fails are of very thick matt, trimm’d 
up with laths and long poles to ftrengthen them, 
from two feet to two feet, faftened to the whole 
length of the mafts by feveral little loops -, they are 
not faftened in the middle, but have three quarters 
of their breadth loofe, that they may be accommo- 
dated to the wind, and readily tack about as occafton 
ferves. A great many fmall cords hanging at the 
fides of the fail, where they are placed at feveral 
diftances from the fail-yard, to the bottom are ga¬ 
thered up, and keep tight the whole length of the 
matt, and further the motion when the fhip’s courfe 
Is to be changed. 

As for the okam to caulk withal, they do not 
ufe melted pitch and tar, but a compofition made of 
lime and oil, or rather of a particular gum with flax 
of rafped Bambou ; this matter is not fubjecft to the 
accidents of fire, and the okam is fo good, that 
the vefiel feldom or never leaks ; neither do they ever 
ufe the pump, a well or two ferves to keep the keel 
dry. In your huge vefiels the anchors are of iron ; 
in the middle fort they are of an hard, heavy wood, 
and they only ftrengthen the ends ; but I have ob- 
ferved this is not fufficient for a fpring-tide, or a 
frefh gale of wind, runs the ftiip a-drift, when it is 
not well anchored : and, to fpare the coft of an iron 
anchor, they often run the risk of being caft away, 
As for the cables they are of flax of Coco, Canvas, 

or Rotin» The Rotin is a kind of long cane, which 
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they make into treffes like little cords, the twills of 
them are ufually flat, and are ftronger than all the 
other ; but becaufe they eafily fnap under water 
when they come to touch upon any rock, they do 
not much ufe them but only upon rivers to tow 
againft the tide. 

The Chinefe have in their veftels a captain as we 
have, but his chief bufinefs is to keep the crew in 
awe, and to victual them ; the pilot marks out 
the rhumb, and places the compafs. When they 
can difcover no land, or when they do not ken it, 
thofe upon duty at the helm fleer as they pleafe : 
fo foon as they come within ken of the coaft, or 
enter into the port, the mariners are fo vigilant, and 
fo intent upon their duty, that they don’t expeél to 
be commanded. 

You fee, my lord, by what I have faid, that we 
far furpafs the Chinefe at fea in the art of naviga¬ 
tion *, but it mull be confefTed that upon rivers and 
channels they have a particular fkill that we are 
not mailers of -, they there manage with a few mari¬ 
ners huge barques, as big as our fhips -, and there is 
fuch a great number of them in all the fouthern pro¬ 
vinces, that they always keep * nine thoufand nine hun¬ 
dred ninety nine ready equipped amongfl thofe that 
are defigned for the ferviceof the emperor. This is 
the way the Chinefe ufually reckon ; for this way 
of expreding themfelvés hath a greater emphafis in 
their language, and feems to denote fomething more, 
than if they fhould fay, in one word, that there are 
ten thoufand of them ; it is a hard matter to conviét 
them of an untruth *, for really there is fuch a pro¬ 
digious number of them, that they cannot be reck¬ 
oned j they are all flat bottom’d, their fails and mails 
are not much different from thofe I but juft now 
defcribed, but the model is not the fame. The body 

of 
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of the veffel, that is alike broad from prow to poop, 
hath two wells -, upon the firft, or upon the deck, 
they build, from one end to another, little cabins, 
that are raifed above the fides feven or eight feet, 
or thereabouts ; they are painted within and with¬ 
out, varnifh’d, gilded, and all over fo neat and 
handfome, that they are capable of making the 
longeft voyages feem fhort, tho’ fome they take 
that laft four or five months without intermifiion ; 
for they lodge, they diet, and are always a-board 
thefe noble barques ; and when a good company 
of Mandarines go together (which pretty often hap¬ 
pens) there is no place where they pafs the time a- 
way more delightfully. They vifit one another ai- 
rnoft every day without compliment ; they play, 
they treat one another mutually, as if they were all 
of a family. This fociety feems fo much the more 
acceptable to them, becaufe it is not forced and 
conftrained, as in other places, by the incumbrances 
of nice ceremonies, nor fubjedt to fufpicions that 
fach a free coirefpondence would not fail to foment, 
if they behaved themfelves fo in the cities. 
Notwithftanding thefe barques be extraordinary big, 

and tho’ they always be either under fail, or tuggM 
along by ropes, yet do they now and then make 
life of oars, when they are upon great rivers, or 
crofs lakes. As for ordinary barques, they do not 
row them after the European manner, but they 
fallen a kind of a long oar to the poop, nearer 
one fide of the barque than to the other, and 
fometimes another like it to the prow, that 
they make ufe of as the filh does of its tail, 
thrulling it out, and pulling it to them again, 
without ever lifting it above water. This work pro¬ 
duces a continual rolling in the barque ; but it 
hath this advantage, that the motion is never in¬ 
terrupted, whereas the time and effort that we em¬ 
ploy to lift up our oars is loft, and lignifies nothing, 

Tho 



Wit and Temper of the Chinefe. 235 

The knack, the Chinefe have to fail upon torrents. 
Is fomewhat wonderful and incredible : They in a 
manner force nature, and make a voyage without 
any dread, which other people dare not fo much 
as look upon without being feized with fome 
apprehenfion. I fpeak not of thofe catara&s they 
afcend by meer ftrength of arm, to pals from one 
canal to another, which in fome relations are called 
Sluices -, but of certain rivers that flow, or rather 
run headlong quite crofs abundance of rocks, for 
the fpace of three or fourfcore leagues. Had I 
not been upon thefe perillous torrents myfelf, I 
fhould have much ado to believe, upon another’s 
report, what I myfelf have feen. It is a rafhnefs 
for travellers to expofe themfelves, if they have 
been but never fo little informed of it *, and a kind 
of madnefs in failors to pafs their life in a trade 
wherein they are every moment in danger of be¬ 
ing deflroyed. 

Thefe torrents whereof I fpeak, which the peo¬ 
ple of the country call Chan, are met with in fe- 
veral places of the empire ; many of them may 
Le feen when one travels from Nancham, the ca¬ 
pital city of Kiamfi, to Canton. The firft time I 
went that way with father Fontaney, we were hur¬ 
ried away with that rapidity, that all the eneavours 
of our mariners could not withftand it *, our barque, 
abandoned to the torrent, was turned round about 
like a whirlegig for a long time, amongft the flnu- 
ofities and windings that the courfe of the water 
formed i and, at laft, dafh’d upon a rock even with 
the water, with that violence, that the rudder, of 
the thicknefs of a good beam, broke like a piece 
of glafs, and the whole body of it was carried by 
the force of the current upon the rock, where it 
remained immoveable : If, inftead of touching at the 
ftern, it had hit fide-w'ays, we had been infallibly 
[oft j nor yet are thefe the moft dangerous places. 

Ia 
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In the province of Fokien, whether one comes 
from Canton, or Hamcheu, one is, during eight or 
ten days, in continual danger of perifhing. The 
cataraéls are continual, always broken by a thou- 
fand points of rocks, that fcarce leave breadth e- 
nough for the paffage of the barque ; there are no¬ 
thing but turnings and windings, nothing but cas¬ 
cades and contrary currents that dafh one againft 
another, and hurry the boat along like an arrow out 
of a bow ; you are always within two feet of fhelves ; 
if you avoid one, you fall foul upon another, and 
from that to a third, if the pilot, by a fkill not 
Sufficiently to be admired, does not efcape from 
fhipwreck that threatens him every moment. 

There are none in all the world, beftdes the Chi- 
nefe, capable of undertaking fuch like voyages, or 
fo much engaged therein, as not to be difcouraged, 
maugre all the accidents that befal them, for there 
paffes not a day that is not memorable for ffiip- 
wrecks ; and, indeed, it is a wonder that all barques 
do not perifh. Sometimes a man is fo fortunate 
as to Split in a place not far diftant from the fhore, 
as I chanced twice to do i then indeed one efcapes 
by Swimming, provided one has ftrength enough 
to ftruggle out of the torrent, which is ufually 
very ftrait. Other times the barques runs a-drift, and 
in a moment is upon the rocks, where it remains 
a-ground with the paffengers ; but, Sometimes it 
happens, eSpecially in Some more rapid vortices, that 
the veffiel is in pieces, and the crew buried before 
One has time to know where they are. Sometimes 
alfo, when one defcends the cafcades formed by 
the, river, that altogether runs head-long, the boats, 
by falling all on a Sudden, plunge into the water 
at the prow, without being able to rife again, and 
difappear in a trice. In a word, thefe voyages 
are fo dangerous, that, in more than twelve thou¬ 
sand leagues that I have Sailed upon the moft 
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tempeftuous Teas in the world, I don’t believe I 
ever run through fo many dangers for ten years, as 
I have done in ten days upon thefe torrents. 

The barques, they make ufe of, are built of a very 
thin, light timber, which makes it more fit to fol¬ 
low all the impreffions one has a mind to give 
them. They divide them into five or fix apart¬ 
ments, feparated by good partitions ; fo that, when 
they touch at any place, upon any point of a 
rock, only one part of the boat is full, whilft the 
other remains dry, and affords time to flop the hole 
the water has made. For to moderate the rapidity 
of the motion, in places where the water is not too 
deep, fix feamen, three on each fide, hold a long 
fpret or pole thruft to the bottom, wherewith they 
refill the current -, yet, flackening by little and 
little, by the help of a fmall rope made fall at 
one end to the boat, and twined at the other round 
the pole, that flips but very hardly, and by a con¬ 
tinual rubbing flackens the motion of the barque, 
which, without this caution, would be driven vrith 
too much rapidity ; infomuch, that when the tor¬ 
rent is even and uniform, how rapid foever its 
courfe be, you float with the fame flownefs, as one 
does upon the calmed canal -, but, when it winds 
in and out, this caution is to no purpofe ; then, 
indeed, they have recourfe to a double rudder, 
made in fafhion of an oar, of forty or fifty feet 
long, one whereof is at the prow, and the other 
at the poop. In the plying of thefe tvro great oars 
confifts all the fkill of the failors, and fafety of the 
barque -, the reciprocal jerks and cunning fhakes they 
give it, to drive it on, or to turn it right as they 
would have it, to fall juft into the ftream of the 
water, to fhun one rock, without dafhing on another, 
to cut a current, to purfue the fall of water, with¬ 
out running headlong with it, whirls it about a 
thoufand different ways ; It is not a navigation, it 
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is a Manege ; for there is never a managed horfe 
that labours with more fury under the hands of a 
mafter of an academy, than thefe boats do in the 
hands of thefe Chinefe mariners ; fo, that when 
they chance to be caft away* it is not fo much for 
want of fkill as ftrength ; and, whereas they carry 
not above eight men, if they would take fifteen* 
all the violence of the torrents would not be capable 
to carry them away. But it is a thing common e- 
nough in the world, and efpecially in China, ra¬ 
ther to hazard a man’s life, and run the rifk to lofe 
all he has, than to be at fmall charges when there 
is not an abfolute neceftity for them. 

Seeing I am fpeaking of the art and fkill of the 
Chinefe upon rivers, I cannot forbear, my lord^ 
letting you obferve what they are mailers of in mat-* 
ter of fifhing -, befides the line, nets, and the ordi¬ 
nary inftruments we make ufe of in Europe, which 
they imploy as well as we, they have moreover two 
ways of catching fifh, that feem to me very lingu¬ 
lar and odd : The firft is praétifed in the night* 
when it is moon-fhine ; they have two very long, 
ftrait boats, upon the fides of which they nail, from 
one end to the other, a board about two feet broad, 
upon which they have rubb’d white varnifh, very 
fmooth and fhining ; this plank is inclined out¬ 
ward, and almoft toucheth the furface of the wa¬ 
ter : That it may ferve their turn, it is requifite 
to turn it towards the moon-fhine, to the end 
that the refie&ion of the moon may increafe its 
brightnefs ; the fifh playing and fporting, and mif- 
taking the colour of the plank, for that of the wa¬ 
ter, jerk out that way, and tumble before they are 
aware, either upon the plank, or into the boat, fo 
that the fifhcrman, almoft without taking any pains, 
hath in a little time his fmall barque quite full. 

The fécond manner of fifhing is yet more plea- 
faut : They breed, in divers provinces* cormorants, 
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which they order and manage as we do dogs, or 
even as we do hawks for the game ; one fisher¬ 
man can very eafily look after an hundred ; he keeps 
them perched upon the Tides of his boat, quiet, 
and waiting patiently for orders, till they are come 
at the place defigned for fifhing -, then, at the ve¬ 
ry firft fignal that is given them, each takes its 
flight, and flies towards the way that is affigned it, 
5Tis a very pleafant thing to behold how they 
divide amongft them the whole breadth of the ri¬ 
ver, or of the lake -, they feek up and down, they 
dive, and come and go upon the water an hun¬ 
dred times, till they have fpy’d their prey ; then 
do they feize it with their beak, and immediate¬ 
ly bring it to their mafter. When the fifh is too 
big, they help one another interchangeably, one 
takes it by the tail, another by the head, and go 
after that manner in company to the boat ; the 
men hold out long oars to them, upon which they 
perch themfelves with their fifh, and they fuffer the 
fifherman to take the prey from them, that they 
may go feek for another. When they are weary, 
they Jet them reft a while, but give them nothing 
to eat till the fifhing is over -, during which time, 
their throat is tied with a Small cord, for fear they 
Should Swallow the little fifh, and, when they have 
filled their bellies, refufe to work longer. 

I forbear Speaking, my lord, of their dexterity 
and neatnefs in the manufactures of Silk, earthen 
ware, varnifh and architecture : thefe matters have 
been exhaufted in publick relations; It is well 
known, that the Silks of China are not only hand- 
fome, but good and Serviceable j that their por¬ 
celain is of a neatnefs and matter inimitable i that 
their varnifh, and the ufe they make of it upon 
their cabinets, tables, and fkreens, have procured 
them the admiration of all Europe. As for their 
architecture, altho’ they have therein a fancy far 

different 
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different from ours, and coming fhort of that per¬ 
fection that we fuppofe ourfelves arrived to : yet 
muff it be confefs’d however, that there are fome 
pieces of fculpture in China perfectly well wrought, 
and the publick edifices, as gates of great cities, 
towers, and bridges, have fomething in them very 
noble and beautiful. In fine, the Chinefe in point 
cf arts are dexterous, laborious, curious to find out 
the inventions and contrivances of other nations, and 
very apt to imitate them. But what is peculiar to 
them is, that in all their works they perform, with 
a very few inftruments and plain engines, what 
our artificers in Europe perform with an infinite 
number of tools. 

The better to give you a character of their in¬ 
genuity, I fhall add. That there is no nation under 
the fun, that is more fit for commerce and traffick, 
and underhand them better : One can hardly be¬ 
lieve how far their tricks and craftinefs proceeds 
when they are to insinuate into mens affections to 
manage a fair opportunity to improve the over¬ 
tures that are offered : the defire of getting tor¬ 
ments them continually, and makes them difcover 
a thoufand ways of gaining, that would not natu¬ 
rally come into their head : every thing ferves 
their turn, every thing is precious to the Chinefe, 
becaufe there is nothing but they know how to 
improve. They undertake the moft difficult voy¬ 
ages, for the lead: hopes of gain, and that’s the 
reafon why all things are in motion ; in the ftreets, 
upon the roads, upon the rivers, and all along the 
coafts of the maritime towns, you fhall fee a world 
of travellers : the trade and commerce, that is 
carried on every where, is the foul of the people, 
and the primum mobile of all their aClions. 

If they would accompany labour and natural in- 
duftry with a little more honefty, efpecially in re- 
fpeCt of ftrangers, nothing could be wanting to 
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them that might contribute to make them able, 
complete merchants -, but their effential quality is 
to deceive and coufen when it lies in their power *, 
fome of them do not conceal it, but boaft of it : 
I have heard of fome fo brazen fac’d, that when 
they have been taken in the faCI, to excufe them- 
felves by their fimplicity, faid, Tou fee that I don't 
underftand trap -, you know more of it than I ; but 
perhaps I fhall be more lucky, or more fubtle ano¬ 
ther time. They falfify almoft every thing they 
vend, when things are in a condition to be fal- 
fified. They fay particularly, that they counter¬ 
feit gammons of bacon fo artificially, that many 
times a man is miftaken in them ; and, when they 
have boiled them a long time, they find nothing, 
when they come to eat them, but a large piece 
of wood under a hogVfkin. It is certain, a 
ftranger will be always cheated, if he buy alone, 
let him take what care he will ; he fhould em¬ 
ploy a trufly Chinefe, who is acquainted with the 
country, who knows all the tricks ; and, indeed 
you will be very happy, if he that buys, and 
he that fells, do not collogue together to your 
cod, and go fnips in the profit. 

When one lends them any thing he mud have 
fureties ; for, as for their word, thofe who know 
them cannot rely upon it. Some of them have 
been obflrved to borrow a very fmali film, pro- 
mifing to redore the principal with vad intereft, 
which they punctually perform’d upon the day 
appointed, to gain themfelves the reputation of 
down-right honed men. After that, they de¬ 
manded a greater fum, which they repaid alfo with¬ 
out failing. At length, they continued this com¬ 
merce whole years together, till fuch time as en¬ 
gaging to credit them, and lend them confider- 
able fums, they carried their money far enough 
off, and difappeared for ever. 

R When 
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When they would^obtain a favour, they do not 
ditto ver themfelves all on the fudden ; there are 
fome who prepare for it whole years before-hand. 
They make prefents to the matter, and to all thofe 
of the houlhold -, they feem fo much the more 
difinteretted, and to have no defign, becaufe they 
refufe all returns : but when one has accepted 
their toys, which they thought they might do, 
without fearing any bad confequence, then they 
begin to fliew their defign ; when they have fo 
well play’d their game, that they cannot in reafon 
receive a repulfe for what they demand. 

This fubtlety of deceiving is ftill more extra¬ 
ordinary in thieves and robbers : They break thro* 
the thickett walls, burn gates, and make great 
holes in them by the help of a certain engine, 
which lires the wood without any flame. They 
penetrate into the mott private recettes, without 
ever being perceived ; and, when people awake 
in the morning, they are amaz’d to find their bed 
without curtains and coverlets, their chamber un- 
furnifh’d, tables, cabinets, coffers, and plate, all is 
march’d off, without fo much fometimes as perceiv¬ 
ing any foot-ffeps of the thieves, but the hole in 
the wall at which they went out with all the 
moveables of the houfe. 

When they are apprehended, if they be armed, 
they fuffer death ; but if, when taken, they are 
found in no condition to wound or kill any body, 
they inflictt fome other corporal punifhment, ac¬ 
cording to the quality of the goods fo ftolen; but, 
if they have taken nothing, the judges are fatif* 
fy’d by punifhing them with thirty or forty blows 
with a cudgel. They lay, thefe felons have a cer¬ 
tain drug, the fume of which extremely ftupifies, 
and caffs into a deep ffeep, which affords them 
time and opportunity to do their job y and they 
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fire fo perfuaded cf that truth, that travellers caufe 
a bafon of cold water to be broiight into their cham¬ 
ber in the inn, which is a fure remedy to fruftrate 
the power or charm of the fume. 

Not but after all one may meet with honefty 
and fair-dealing amongst the Chinefe i for ("not to 
fpeak of chriftians, in whom religion hath reform¬ 
ed the evil inclinations of nature) I do remember; 

that, at my firft arrival into China with my com¬ 
panions, ftrangers, unknown, expofed to the ava¬ 
rice of the Mandarines, not one of them did us the 
leaf wrong ; and, what appeared yet mote extra¬ 
ordinary was, that offering a prefcnt to a tom- 
miffioner cf the cuftom-houfe* people that are u- 
fually greedy, and attentive to the improvement 
of fuch fort of occafions, he protefted, not with- 
ftanding all our earned: intreaties, that he would 
never take any thing of any body fo long as he 
was in his office -, but, if one day he fhould chance 
to be in another condition, he Would with all 
his heart receive from us fomè European curio- 
ofity. After all, thefe are rare examples; nor mu ft 
you from them take the character of the natives. 

As the Chinefe have a genius for commerce; fo 
have they like wife for affairs of fate ; their wit 
has been a long time adapted to politicks, and ne¬ 
gotiating affairs, not with foreigners, whom they 
look upon as Barbarians, and their fubjeefs; whom 
the ancient haughtinefs of the empire forbids to 
correfpond with, but amongft themfelves, accord¬ 
ing as they are bound by intereft, or as their for¬ 
tune engages them therein. There is polity a- 
mongft princes, and other grandees of the realm, 
as much a£ in any court of Europe ; they continu¬ 
ally apply themfelves to know the gufto, inclina¬ 
tions, humours, and defigns of one another ; and 
theÿ ftudy it fo much the more, as they are there 
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referved, and, diflèmbling themfelves, they keep a 
fair correfpondence with every body, nay, and e- 
ven obferve a decorum with their enemies. 

As the way of challenging to duel is not al¬ 
lowed in the hate, all their revenge is cunning 
and fecret *, one cannot imagine by how many 
fhifts and contrivances they endeavour to deftroy 
one another, without making any fhow of having 
any fuch thing in their head. They are not on¬ 
ly diffemblers, but patient, even to infenftblenefs, 
in expecting a favourable moment to declare them¬ 
felves, and to ftrike home' But as they obferve 
all forts of meafures with their enemies, the better 
to lull them afleep, fo they fometimes huff their 
belt friends, ror fear, left a too ftriét bond of 
friendship ftiould engage them together in fome 
unlucky adventure. So far are they from that bar¬ 
barous friendship that enclines us in Europe to en¬ 
gage thofe In our private quarrels that are moft 
devoted to us, and to expofe, without any advan¬ 
tage, a life that we fhould defend, even by the 
lofs of our own. 

The lords of the court, the viceroys of provinces, 
and generals of armies, are in perpetual motion, to 
preferve or acquire the principal places of ftate ; 
they carry on their bufinefs by money, favour, 
and by intrigue : and ftnce the laws give nothing, 
either to follicitation, riches, or ambition of private 
perfons, but folely to merit, the moft fubtle feem 
always moft moderate, whilft, in the mean time, 
by an hundred hidden fprings, they endeavour to 
obtain the choice and efteem of the emperor. 

In fhort, if fome neighbours more potent and 
intelligent than the Tartars, had ever been able to f 
have accuftomed them to make treaties, as the dif- 
ferent people of Europe do amongft themfelves, ; 
J am perfuaded, that policy and negotiation would ) 
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have proved more powerful to defend them from 
their enemies, than that prodigious wall, of which 
they endeavoured to make a bulwark, and all thofe 
numerous armies wherewith they have hitherto, 
but all in vain, oppofed them. 

After all that I have faid, I leave you to judge* 
my lord, of the character of thefe people, and of 
thp value that, ought to be put upon them * when 
a man hath a guft as good as yours, he does not 
only think of things nicely, but alfo judges of them 
folidly, and with the greateft exaeftnefs ; fo that I 
fuppofe, nobody will take it ill that I fubmit the 
Chinefe to your cenfure. They only would find 
fome difficulty to fubferibe to it, if they under- 
ftood the defecfl of their wit and genius, as much as 
we underftand the delicatenefs of yours -, but, as 
they believe themfelves the moft fenfible nation in 
the world, I am fure they will be glad to be left to 
the judgment of a perfon, whom all France begins 
to admire, and, what is more, whom Lewis the 
Great honours particularly with his efteem. You 
will obferve, my lord, in China, lome faults which 
one cannot excufe ; all the favour I beg of you 
for them is, to reflect, that formerly they have 
been wifer, more fincerc, and honeft, lefs corrupted 
than they are at prefent. Virtue, which they culti¬ 
vated with fo much care, which contributed in¬ 
finitely to model their reafon, made them at 
that time the wifeft people of the univerfe ; and, 
being their manners were more regular, fo, I doubt 
not, but they were then more intelligent, and more 
rational. 

However, in the very condition wherein they are 
at prefent, you will, perhaps, efteem them not- 
withftanding, and find withal, that tho’ they have 
not ingenuity enough to be compared with our 
learned and knowing men in Europe, yet do they 
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not give place to us in arts -, that they equal us iq 
politenefs, and that, perhaps, they may furpafs us 
in politicks and in government. I am, with the 
nioft profound rcfpedt. 

My Lord^ 

Tour moft humble, 
and moft obedient Servant* 

^ - l 

L. J. 

THE 
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C H ! N A. 
PART II. 

LETTER IX. 

To the Cardinal D’Eltrees. 

Of the Policy and Government of the Chincfe. 

HEN I had the honour to give your 
eminence an account of the prefent date 
of China, I did a long time doubt whether 
or no I fhould venture to defcribe to you 

their form of government : To handle fo nice a 
fubjed requires the abilities of the moft exaél poli¬ 
tician, and a knowledge of date-affairs exquifite as 
yours \ a fubjeél not to be managed by any without 
pains and trouble, but which lies too deep for thofe 
of my character whofe knowledge in the affairs of 
tliis world is flight and fuperficiaV, 
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But yet it would be the greateft of injuries to the 
Chinefe, to pafs that over in filence, which they look 
upon as the thing to which they owe all their good 
qualities, and which they efteem as a mafter-piece 
of the mold exadt policy -, thus therefore, my lord, 
tho’ I fhould own it a piece of imprudence in me to 
meddle with thefe myfterious arcana of government, 
and to fearch never fo little into the depths of world¬ 
ly wifdom -, I could be content to be blamed for it 
in Europe, if China, to whom I own I bear a kind- 
nefs and refpedt, approve of it in me, and get any 
credit thereby. 

Amongft the feveral models and plans of govern¬ 
ment which the ancients framed, we fhall perhaps 
meet with none fo perfeét and exad as is that of the 
Chinefe monarchy. The ancient lawgivers of this 
potent empire formed it in their days very little dif¬ 
ferent from what it is in ours. Other ftates, accord¬ 
ing to the common fate of the things of this world, 
are fenfible of the weaknefs of infancy, are bom 
mifhapen and imperfedt ; and, like men, they owe 
their perfection and maturity to time. China feems 
more exempted from the common laws of nature ; 
and, as though God himfelf had founded their em¬ 
pire, the plan of their government was not a whit 
lefs perfect in its cradle, than it is now after the ex¬ 
perience and trial of four thoufand years. 

During all which time the Chinefe had never fo 
much as heard of the name of republick ; and when 
lately, on the Hollanders arrival, they heard of it, 
it feemed fo ftrange to them that they have feared y 
yet done admiring at it. Nothing could make them 
underftand how a date could regularly be governed 
without a king ; they looked upon a republick to 
be a monfter with many heads, formed by the am¬ 
bition, headinefs, and corrupt inclination of men in 
times of publick diforder and confufion. 
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As they bear an averhon to republican govern¬ 
ment, fo are they yet more fet againtt tyranny and 
oppreffion, which they lay proceeds not from the 
abfolutenefs of the princess power, for they cannot 
be too much their fubje<tts matters ; but from the 
printers own wiidnefs, which neither the voice of 
nature, nor the laws of God can ever countenance. 
The Chinefe are of opinion, that the obligation, which 
is laid on their kings not to abufe their power, is ra¬ 
ther a means to confirm and ettablifh them, than to 
occafion their ruin -, and that this ufeful con {train t, 
which they themfelves lay on their pattions, does no 
more diminilh their power or authority here on 
earth, than the like conftraint derogates from the 
majetty and power of the Almighty, who is not the 
lefs powerful becaufe he cannot do evil. 

An unbounded authority which the laws give the 
emperor, and a necettity which the fame laws lay 
upon him to ufe that authority with moderation and 
difcretion, are the two props which have for fo 
many ages fupported this great fabrick of the Chinefe 
monarchy. The firft principle thereof, that is in- 
ftilled into the people, is to refpeét their prince with 
fo high a veneration as almoft to adore him. They 
ftile him the Son of Heaven, and the only Matter of 
the World. His commands are indifputable, his 
words carry no lefs authority with them, than if they 
were oracles ; in fhort, every thing that comes from 
him is facred. He is leldom feen, and never fpoken 
to but on the knees. The grandees of the court, 
the princes of the blood -, nay, his own brothers bow 
to the ground, not only when he is prefent, but 
even before his throne -, and there are fet days everv 
week or month, in which the nobility attemble, 
who meet in one of the courts of the palace, to 
acknowledge the authority of their prince by their 
moft fubmidive adorations, tho’ he perhaps be not 
there in perfon. 

When 
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When he is ill, efpecially if dangeroufly, the pa¬ 
lace is full of Mandarines of every order, who fpend : 
night and day in a large court, in habits proper for , 
the occafion, to exprefs their own grief, and to alk i 
of Heaven their prince’s cure. Rain, fnow, cold, or ) 
any other inconveniences excufe them not from the : 
performance of this duty *, and, as long as the emperor i 
is in pain or in danger, any one that faw the : 
Ïieople would think that they fear nothing but the 
ofs of him. 

Befides, intereft is no frnall occafion of the great i 
refped which is fhewn him by his fubjeds ; for, as 
foon as he is proclaimed emperor, the whole autho¬ 
rity of the empire is in his hands, and the good or ! 
ill fortune of his fubjeds is owing wholly to him. 

Firft, all places in the empire are in his difpofal, 
he bellows them on whom he thinks fit ; and, befides, t 
he is to be looked upon as the difpofer of them thç \ 
more, becaufe none of them are ever fold. Merit 
that is, honefly, learning, long experience, and efpe 
cially a grave and fober behaviour, is the only 
thing confidered in the candidates, and no other 
confiderations can lay any claim to favour. Nei¬ 
ther is this all, that lie hath the choice of all officers 
of Hate ; but, if he dillikes their management when 
chofen, he difmifies or changes them without more 
ado. A peccadillo has heretofore been thought e- 
nough to render a Mandarine incapable of continuing 
in his place ; and I am told that a governor of one 
of their cities was turned out, becaufe on a day of 
audience his cloaths were thought too gay to be? 
come the gravity of his office ; the emperor 
thinking a perfon of that humour not fit to fill 
fuch a place, or to ad as a magillrate who reprefents || 
his prince. 

I myfelf faw at Pekin an example of this fove- 
reign power, at which I was the more furprized be 
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It was discovered that three Colaos (who are Man¬ 
darines as honourable for their places amongfl: the 
Chinefe, as our minifters of date are amongfl us) 
had taken money under-hand for fome Services done 
by them in the execution of their office. The em¬ 
peror, who was informed of it, took away their £a- 
laries immediately, and ordered them without far¬ 
ther trouble to retire. What became of the two 
firft, or how they were ufed, I cannot tell ; but the 
other, who had a great while been a magiftrate, and 
was as much efteemed for his underftanding as he 

li 
£• 

was refpeéted for his age, was condemned to look 
after one of the palace gates amongfl: other common 
Soldiers, in whofe company he was lifted. 

I Saw him myfelf one day in this mean condi¬ 
tion -, he was upon duty as a common centinel ; 
when I pafl'ed by him, I bowed to him, as indeed 
every one elfe did-, for the Chinefe ftill refpeéted in 
him the {lender remains of that hpnour which lie 
had juft before poflefled. 

I muft confefs, I Soon left wondering at fo Severe 
a punifhment infliéted on io great a man ; when 
I Saw after what manner even the princes of thp 
blood themfelves were ufed. One of them was a 
mighty lover of Sports, efpecially of cock-fighting 
(which is an ufual diverfion in the Eaft, and the 
obftinacy of thofe creatures, which, armed with 
gavelocks, fight till they die with an incredible 
Skill and courage, is very furprifing.) The emperor 
did not think it amifs that this prince Should Spend 
a few hours in Such fort of diverfions. He knew 
that great men have Spare time as well as others, and 
that it does not derogate from any man’s character 
to throw away an hour or two Sometimes in thofe 
diverfions which are more Suitable to young 
people, and that it is not at all improper for men of 
underftanding and gravity to condefcend to mean 
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and ordinary fports, in order to give Tome relax¬ 
ation and eafe to their weary fpirits. Neverthe- 
lefs, he could not bear to fee him fpend his whole 
time in things fo much below his quality, and t 
fo unbecoming his years, he therefore told him of ' 
it; but, finding that this admonition did not work ; 
with him, the emperor refolved to make an example 
of him, and did therefore declare, that he had for¬ 
feited his title and honour of Prince ; he was, be- 
fides, deprived of his retinue, his falary, and his 
quality, until he fhould, by fome great and extra¬ 
ordinary adfcion, make it appear to the whole king¬ 
dom, that he was not unworthy of the blood from \\ 
whence he fprang. 

The emperor went yet a dep farther, for per¬ 
ceiving that the number of the princes of the fcj 
blood was very great, and that the ill condudt of )j 
many of them might in time bring their quality |< 
into contempt ; he publifhed an order, that none [l 
fhould hereafter bear that character, without his i; 
exprefs leave, which he gave to none, but to thofe, 
who, by their virtue, underdanding, and diligence :> 
in their offices, did very well deferve it. 

Such adminidrations in Europe would caufe heart¬ 
burnings and factions in the dates ; but in China they 1r 
are brought about without any the lead didurbance, j; 
thefe changes create no manner of trouble if they |r 
are done for the publick good, and not from a i 
perfonal hatred or violent paffion ; however, if the 
emperor fhould be fo far tranfported as to a6t 
thus to fatisfy his own padion, yet, if his go¬ 
vernment be generally equitable and jud, fuch par¬ 
ticular ill adminidrations raife no fadtion in his fub- ( 
je&s againd him. 

You will have a plain proof of the abfolutenefs 
of the emperor’s power, from a paflage which hap¬ 
pened in a late war with one of the kings of Tar- 
iarya The emperor fent a mighty army under his i 

brother's 
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brother’s command, to punifh the vanity and rafh- 
nefs of that puny king, who had dared to make 
iinroads into the countries of feveral of the allies 
of the empire. The Tartar, whofe warlike troops 
fought only an opportunity of fignalizing them- 
felves, advanced to engage the imperial army, and 
fet upon them with fo much violence and vigour, 
that at laft, notwithftanding he was fo much in¬ 
ferior to them in number, he beat them from their 
ground, and forced them to retreat in diforder. 

The emperor’s father-in-law, an old Tartar, well 
vers’d in the trade of war, commanded the artillery, 
and plaid his part fo well that he was killed at the 
head of a few, yet brave foldiers, whom he encourag¬ 
ed as well by his example as by his words *, but the 
general was accufed of flying firft, and drawing by 
his flight the reft of the army after him. The em¬ 
peror, who is himfelf a man of courage, and an ad¬ 
mirer of glory, was lefs troubled at the lofs of the 
battle, than he was at that of his brother’s honour. 
He fent for him immediately to court, to be tried be¬ 
fore a council of the blood, whom he affembled in 
his palace. 

The prince, who was on all other accounts a per- 
fon of Angular merit, furrendered himfelf with the 
fame humility and fubmiffion, as he could have done, 
had he been the meaneft officer in the army, and, 
without ftaying till fentence was pronounc’d, he con¬ 
demned himfelf, and owned that he deferved death. 
You deferve it, faid the emperor, but you ought to re¬ 
cover your loft honour, to feek your death in the midft 
of the enemies troops, and not here amongft us in the 
midft of Pekin, where it can only increafe your difgrace. 
'At laft, the emperor was inclinable to pardon him ; 
but the princes, who thought themfelves in fome 
meafure dilgraced by this adtion, eameftly begged 
,of the emperor to ufe the utmoft of his power to 
punifh him -, and his uncle, who affifted at the coun¬ 

cil. 
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eil treated him with fo much fcorn and contempt 
that amongft us fuch ufage would afflidt any gentle» 
inan fo fenflbly as to go near to break his heart. 

The emperor, who has power over the lives of 
the princes of the blood, can certainly difpofe of 
his other fubjedts : The laws make him fo far mas¬ 
ter of their lives, that neither viceroy, nor parliaments, 
xior any other fovereigii court throughout the whole 
empire, can execute anÿ criminal without exprefs or** 
der from Court. They are arraigned and tried up and 
down in the feveral provinces, but the fenterice is 
always preferited to the emperor, who either con¬ 
firms it or rejeds it as he pleafes -, moft an end he 
agrees to it, but he very often cuts off part of the 
fentence, and makes it lefs rigorous. 

Secondly, altho* every one be perfect maftet of 
his eftate, and enjoys his lands free from dift urban ce 
and moleftation : the emperor can neverthelefs lay 
what taxes he thinks fit upon his fubjedts to fupply 
the prefling wants, and relieve the neceflities of the 
ftate. This power indeed he feldom makes ufe of, 
whether it be, that the ftanding revenue and ordinary 
taxes are fufficient to maintain a war abroad ; of, 
whether it be, that in a civil war they are unwilling 
to run the hazard of provoking their fubjedts too 
much, by laying too great a load on them. They 
have likewife a cuftom of exempting every year one 
or two provinces from bearing their proportion in 
the tax, efpecially if any of them have buffered 
thro’ the ficknefs of the people, or, if the lands, 
thro5 unfeafonable weather, have not yielded fo good 
an increafe as üfual. 

’ 

! 

It is true, that the fubficlles,which the laws grant, 
are fo confiderable, that, were the Chinefe lefs in¬ 
dustrious, or their lands lefs fruitful, this empire, 
like the reft of the Indian kingdoms, "would be on¬ 
ly a fociety of poor and miferabïe wretches. It is 

this prodigious income that makes the prince fo 
powcifnk 
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; powerful, and that enables him, at an hour's warn- 
ling, to raife a potent and a numerous army to keep 
' his people in obedience. 

It is very difficult to reckon what the revenue of tthis empire amounts to ; becaufe, be (ides the money 
that is raifed in fpecie, vaft fums are paid in in goods. 
After the beft examination which I could get both 

1 from the officers and from their books, I believe the 
llltreafury receives in money about 22,000,000 of Chi- 
#1 nefe crowns, which the Portuguefe call Taels, each 11 of which in our money comes to about fix (hillings. 

But the rice, corn, fait, filks, deaths, varnilh, and 
a hundred other commodities which they pay in, to¬ 
gether with the cuftoms and forfeited eftates, a- 
mount to more than 50,000,000 of the Chinefe 
crowns. So that, after having allow’d for the goods 
received into the treafury, their value in filver, and 
having made the neareft and mod exadt calculation 
pofiible, I find the ordinary revenues of the emperor 
to amount in our money to 21,600,000 /. at lead;. 

Thirdly, the right of making peace and war is 
the emperor’s, he may make treaties on what condi¬ 
tions he pleafes, provided they be net fuch as are dis¬ 
honourable to the kingdom. As for the judgments 
which he himfelf paffes, they are irrevocable, and, to 
have them put in execution, he need only fend them 
to his fovereign courts or viceroys, who dare not in 
the leafb delay regiftering and publifhing them. 
When, on the other hand, the fentences, pronounced 
by their parliaments or other magiftrates, are no 
ways obligatory till approved and confirmed by the 
emperor. 

Fourthly, another infiance of his fupreme autho¬ 
rity is this, that he has the liberty of making choice 
of his fuccefior, which he may not only chufe from 
the royal family, but fromamongft his other fubjedts. 
This ancient right hath been heretofore put in 
pradlice with fo much impartiality and wifdom, as 

would 
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would be admirable even in a prince who to his other 
titles hath that of Mod: Chridian. For fome of thefe 
emperors, finding none of their family, tho* nume¬ 
rous, able to fupport the weight of a crown, chufe 
for their fucceffors perfons mean as to their birth and 
fortunes, but eminent for their virtue, and admirable 
for their underftanding ; faying that they acded thus 
not only from a defire of their kingdoms good, but 
alfo out of refpeét to the honour and credit of their 
own children, for whom it would be more glorious 
to live privately, than to fit upon a throne expofed 
to the cenfure, and oftentimes to the curfes of all 
their people. If faid they, a lofty title could create 
merit in thofe who had it not before, we Jhould indeed 
injure our children in excluding them from the crown. 
But fince it Jerves only to publifh and fpread their 
defeats 'more abroad, we think ourfelves obliged, by 
the kindnefs and tendernefs which we bear to them, to 
keep them from that fame and difgrace which a crown 
would necejfarily expofe them to. 

However, examples of this nature have been very 
feldom known, for the emperors, for many ages, 
have bounded their choice within the compafs of 
their own families ; yet they do not always chufe the 
eldeft. He, who now reigns with fo much wifdom, 
was a younger brother ; and fees his elder brother as 
dutiful, and free from ambition as the meaneft of 
his fubjeds. The great number of princes of the 
blood is with us in Europe as great an occafion of 
fears and jealoufies, but in China it is quite other- 
wife, for, at the death of the lad emperor of China, 
there were above ten thoufand princes up and down 
the feveral provinces, yet was there no confufion or 
diforder in the lead ; which could certainly proceed 
from nothing but the excefilve authority of this em¬ 
peror, who finds as little trouble in China in govern¬ 
ing a multitude of princes, as other princes do in 
governing the common people. 

Further- 
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Furthermore, the emperor, after he has made 
choice of, and publickly owned who fhall be his 
fucccfior, may afterwards exclude him, and renew 
his choice -, but hot unlefs he have very good reafon 
for doing lo, nor unlefs the fcvereign courts of Pe¬ 
kin do in a manner give their confent to it -, for if 
he adt thus, without obferving thefe methods, it 
would not only raile the people’s tongues, but per¬ 
haps their hands againd him. 

Fifthly, the grave itfelf cannot put an end to his 
power over his fubjedts, which is exercifed even over 
the dead, whom he either difgraccs or honours (as 
much asdf they were alive) when he hath a mind 
either to reward or punifh themfelvcs or their fami¬ 
lies. He makes fome after their deceafe dukes, 
others counts, and confers upon them feveral 
other titles, which our language knows no name for. 
He may canonize them as faints, or, as they fpeak, 
may make them naked fpirits. Sometimes he builds 
them temples, and if their minidry hath been very 
beneficial, or their virtues very eminent, he com¬ 
mands the people to honour them as gods. Paga- 
nifm hath for many ages authorifed and countenan¬ 
ced this abufe of religion -, yet this reparation religi¬ 
on has from the empire of China for the foremen- 
fioned injury, that, ever fince the foundation of this 
empire, the emperor has been always looked upon 
as the chief pried and principal fervant of religion ; 
for there are fome ceremonies, and publick facrifices* 
which he alone is thought worthy to offer up to the 
great Creator of heaven. 

Sixthly, there is another indance, which, tho’ of 
lefs importance than the preceding, yet may ferve as 
well as them to drew how unlimited the authority 
of this emperor is. It is this, the emperor hath 
power to change the figure and character of their 
letters, to abolidi any characters already received, 
or to form any new one. He may likewife change 

S the 
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the names of provinces, of cities, of families : he 
may likewife forbid the ufing of any expreffion or 
manner of fpeaking, he may forbid the ufe of fome 
expreftions which are generally received, and may 
bring into ufe and practice thofe ways of fpeaking 
which have been looked upon as obfolete and un¬ 
couth, and this either in common difcourfe or in 
writing. So that cuftom which exercifes fo unalter¬ 
able an authority over the lignification of words, 
that the Greek and Roman powers were too little to 
fubdue it, and which for that reafon hath by fome 
been called a fantastical and an unjuft tyrant, equally 
commanding both princes and common people -, this 
cuftom, I fay, of which even in Europe we com-, 
plain fo much, is fubmiftive and humble in China, 
and is content to alter and give way when the em¬ 
peror commands. 

One would imagine that this unlimited power 
Should often occalion very unfortunate events in 
the government, and indeed it Sometimes hath, as 
nothing in this world is without its alloy of incon¬ 
venience. Yet fo many are the pro vidons, and fo 
wife the precautions which the laws have prefcribed 
to prevent them, that a prince muft be wholly infen* 
ftble of his own reputation, and even intereft, as 
well as of the publick good, who continues long in 
the abufe of his authority. 

For, if he hath any regard for his reputation, there 
are three things which will prevail with him to go¬ 
vern by juftice and not paftion. Firft, the old law¬ 
givers have from the firft foundation of the govern¬ 
ment made this a Standing maxim, that kings are 
properly the fathers of their people, and not mafters 
placed in the throne only to be Served by Slaves. 
Wherefore it is that in all ages their emperor is called 
Grand-father, and, of all his titles of honour, there 
is none which he likes to be called by fo well as this f* 

f Ta-fgu. 
This 
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This idea of their prince is fo deeply imprinted in 
the minds of his people, and of his Mandarines, 
th at, when they make any panegyrick in the praife of 
their emperor, it is upon the topick of his afFedtion 
to his people. Their teachers and their philofophers 
conftantly fet forth in their books, that the ftate is 
but a large family, and that he, who knows how to 
govern the one, is the beft capable of ruling the 
other ; fo that, if the prince negledts never fo little 
the practice of this maxim, he may be a good war¬ 
rior, an able politician, a learned prince, and yet 
meet with little or no efteem from his people. They 
do not form their character of their prince from thefe 
or fuch like qualities, his reputation increafes or dimi- 
nifhes v/ith them, in proportion, as he is or is not a 
father to them. 

Secondly, every Mandarine may tell the emperor 
of his faults, provided it be in fuch a fubmiffive man¬ 
ner, as is agreeable to that veneration and profound 
refpedt which is due to him; the manner they ufually 
take to bring it about is this : The Mandarine, who 
perceives any thing in the emperor’s management 
difagreeable to their conftitution or laws, draws up a 
requeft, in which, after having fet forth the refpedt, 
which he bears towards his imperial majefty, he mod: 
humbly prays his prince, that he will pleafe to refledt 
upon the ancient laws and good example of thofe 
holy princes his predeceflors : afterwards he takes 
notice wherein he apprehends, that his prince hath 
deviated from them. 

This requeft lies upon a table, among many other 
petitions which are daily prefented, and which the 
emperor is obliged to read : if he does not hereupon 
change his condudt, he is put in mind of it again, a£ 
often as the Mandarine hath zeal and courage to do 
it, for they had need of a great deal of both who 
dare venture thus to expofe themfel ves to their prince’s 

indignation. 
S 2 A littl* 
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A little before I arrived at Pekin, one who had 
an office in that court, which is appointed for the in- 
fpedion into the mathematicks, had the courage to 
advife the emperor in the aforefaid manner, concern¬ 
ing the education of the prince his fon, fetting forth, 
that, indead of breeding him up to learning and know¬ 
ledge, his tutors made it their whole care and endea¬ 
vour to make him expert in the bufinefs of war, to 
fhoot with the bow, and to manage his arms. Ano¬ 
ther let the emperor know, that he went too often 
from his palace, and, that contrary to the cudoms of 
the ancient kings, he made too long days in Tar¬ 
tary. This prince, who was one of the mod haughty, 
as well as the mod politick governors that ever fat 
in the throne, feemed to pay fome deference and 
refped to their advice. Neverthelefs, fince thefe his 
journies into Tartary contributed much to the pre¬ 
ferring his health, the princes of his houdaold beg¬ 
ged of him to regard that more than the idle whim- 
des of particular men. 

As for the mathematician who had troubled him- 
felf with what did not belong to him, the education 
of the prince, he was turned out of his office, and 
the red of his fellow-officers, tho’ they had no hand 
in the budnefs, were deprived of a year’s falary. 
This method hath been pradifed for a long time in 
China, and their hidories take notice, that no means 
has been found fo powerful as this to oblige their em¬ 
perors, when they ad: amils, to return to their duty, 
altho’ this means proves often dangerous to thofe 
particular perfons who make ufe of it. 

Thirdly, if their princes have any regard for their 
reputation, the manner, in which their hidories are 
wrote, is alone diffident to keep them within bounds. 
A certain number of men, who for their learning 
and impartiality are purpofely chofen for this affair, 
remark, with all the exadnefs poffible, not only all 

their princess adionsy but alfo his words \ each of 
thefe 
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thefe perfons by himfelf, and without communica¬ 
tion with the others, as things fall out, fets them 
down in a loofe paper, and puts thefe papers thro’ a 
chink into an office fet apart for this purpofe. In thefe 
papers both the emperor’s virtues and faults are fet 
down with the fame liberty and impartiality. Such a 
day, fay they, the prince's behaviour was unfeafonable 
and intemperate, he Jpoke after a manner which did not 
become his dignity, Ihe punijhment which he inflicted on 
fuch an officer was rather the effetl of his paffon, than 
the refult of his juft ice. In fuch an affair he flopp'd the 
fword of juft ice, and partially abrogated the fentence 
pajfed by the magiftrates. Or elfe, He enter'd courage- 
oufly into a war for the defence of his people, and for 
the maintenance of the honour of his kingdom. At fuch 
a time he made an honourable peace. He gave fuch and 
fuch marks of his love to his people. Notwithftanding 
the commendations given him by his flatterers, he was 
not puffed up, but behaved himfelf mo deftly, his words 
were tempered with all the fweetnefs and humility pof- 

fible \ which made him mere loved and admired by his 
court than ever. And in this manner they fçt down 
every thing that occurs in his ad min iff ration. 

But that neither fear on the one fide, nor hope 
on the other, may byafs thefe men to a partiality in 
the account they give of their prince, this office is 
never opened during that prince’s life, or while any 
of his family fit in the throne. When the crown 
goes in another line, which often happens, all thefe 
loofe memoirs are gathered together, and, after they 
have compared them, to come to the more certain 
knowledge of the truth, they from them compofe 
the hiffory of that emperor, to propofe him as an 
example to pofferity, if he have adted wifely, or to 
expofe him to the common cenfure and odium of 
the people, if he have been negligent of his own 
duty and his people’s good. When a prince loves 
honour and glory, and fees that it is not in the power 

S3 of 



2Ô2 Of the Policy and Government 

of flattery and impofture to perfuade the people to 
give it him, he will then be circumfpebt and cautious' 
how he behaves himfelf during the whole reign. 

Intereft, which has a far greater command over 
fome tempers than the love of reputation, is as great 
a motive to the emperor to be guided by the ancient 
cufloms, and to adhere to the laws. They are fo 
wholly made for his advantage, that he cannot vio¬ 
late them without doing fome prejudice to his own 
authority -, nor can he make new and unufual laws, 
without expofing his kingdom to the danger of 
change and confufion. Not that the grandees of his 
court, or his parliaments, how zealoufiy foeverthey 
may feem to aflert their ancient cuftoms, are eafily 
provoked to a revolt, or to make ufe of their prince’s 
government, as an occaflon to diminifh his authority. 
Altho* there are fome examples of this in hiffory, 
yet they feldom occur, and, whenever they do, it is 
under fuch circumfiances as feem to go a great way 
towards their juflification. 

But fuch is the temper of the Chinefe, that when 
their emperor is full of violence and paffion, or very 
negligent of his charge, the fame fpirit of perverfe- 
nefs pofTefTes alfo his iubjebts. Every Mandarine 
thinks himfelf the fovereign of his province or city, 
when he does not perceive it taken care of by a fupe- 
rior power. The chief minifters fell places to thofe 
who are unfit to dll them. The viceroys become fo 
many little tyrants. The governors obferve no 
more the rules of juftice. The people by thefe means 
opprefled and trampled under foot, and by confe- 
quence miferable, are eafily flirred up to fedition. 
Rogues multiply and commit infolences in compa¬ 
nies y and in a country, where the people are almoft 
innumerable, numerous armies do in an infant get 
together, who wait for nothing but an opportunity, 
under fpecious pretences, to difturb the publick peace 
and quiets 

Such 
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Such beginnings as thefe have occasioned fatal con- 
fequences, and have oftentimes put China under the 
command of new matters. So that the beft and 
fureft way for an emperor, to eftablifh himfelf in his 
throne, is to give an exattt regard and an intire obe¬ 
dience to thofe laws, whofe goodnefs hath been con¬ 
firmed by the experience of more than four thoufand 
years. 

This is the ordinary form of government which 
the laws prefcribe. The emperor hath two fove- 
reign councils -, the one is called the extraordinary 
council, and is compofed of princes of the blood 
only -, the other, called the council in ordinary, has, 
befides the princes, feveral minifters of State, named 
Colaos, admitted into it. Thefe are they who exa¬ 
mine all the affairs of State, and make their report to 
the emperor, from whom they have their final deter¬ 
mination. Befides thefe, there are at Pekin fix fove- 
reign courts, whofe authority extends over all the 
provinces of China -, each of thefe courts have their 
different matters affigned to them, of which they are 
to take cognifance : the names of them, and what is 
committed to their judgment, are as follows. 

The court, called Lipou, prefides over all the Man¬ 
darines, and does give them, and take away from 
them their offices. That called Houpou looks after 
the treafury, and takes care of raifing the taxes. 
That called Lipou is to look after the ancient cuf- 
toms -, to this court is alfo committed the care of 
religion, of fciences and arts, and of foreign affairs. 
That called Pimpou has charge over the foldiery 
and its officers. That called Himpou takes cogni¬ 
fance of all criminals. That called Compou looks 
after all publick buildings, and all the emperor’s 
houfes and palaces. Each of thefe courts is divided 
in feveral offices, fome of them into fifteen ; the 
principal of which offices is managed by the prefident 
and two affiftants, who have the final infpe&ion into 

S 4 thofe 
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thofe things which come under the notice of that 
court > the reft are under offices, and confîft of a 
president and feveral counfellors, all of which are 
fubjedt to the president of the principal office, from 
whom there is no appeal. 

But becaufe it is the emperor’s intereft to keep fuch 
confderable bodies as thefe fo far under, as that it 
may not lie in their power to weaken the emperor’s 
authority, or to enterprife any thing againft the 
ftate care is taken, that tho* each of thefe fix courts 
have their particular charges of which they are con- 
ftituted foie judges, yet no confderable thing can be 
brought to perfection and maturity without the joint 
help and mutual concurrence of all thefe courts. I 
explain myfelf by the inftance of war : the number 
of the troops, the quality of their officers, the march 
of their armies, are provided for by the fourth court, 
but the money to pay them muft be had from the 
fécond *, fo that fcarce any one thing of confequence 
to the ftate tcan be promoted without the infpeClion 
of many, and oftentimes of all the Mandarines. 

The fécond means ufed by the emperor, for this 
purpofe, is to place an officer in each of thefe courts, 
who has an eye to all their proceedings. He is not, 
it’s true, of the council, yet he is prefent at all their 
afiemblies, and informed of all their proceedings ; we 
may call this officer an InfpeClor. He either privately 
advertifes the court, or elfe openly accufes the Man¬ 
darines of the faults which they commit in their pri¬ 
vate capacities, as well as of thofe which they com¬ 
mit in the execution of their office. He obferves 
their allions, their behaviour, and even their words, 
fo that nothing efcapes his notice, I am told, that 
he, who once undertakes this employ, can never quit 
it for any other, that fo the hopes of a better prefer¬ 
ment may never tempt him to be partial to any one, 
nor the fear of lofmg his place frighten him from 
accufing thofe who misbehave themfelves. Of thefe 

officers 
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officers, whom they call Colis, even the princes of the 
blood ftand in awe*, and I remember that one of the 
greeted of the nobility, having built a houfe fomewhat 
higher than the cuftom of China fufrers, did of him- 
felf pull it down in a few days, when he had heard 
that one of thefe infpedtors talked of accufing him. 

As for the provinces, they are under the immediate 
infpedtion ot two forts of viceroys. One fort has 
the government of one province only. Thus there 
is one viceroy at Pekin, at Canton, or at Nankim, 
or in any other town but a little diftant from the chief 
city of the province. Befides this, thefe provinces 
are under the governmnt of other viceroys, who are 
called Tfounto, and have under their jurifdiétion 
two, or three, nay fometimes four provinces. There 
is no prince in Europe whofe dominions are of fo 
large extent as is the jurifdiétion of thefe general offi¬ 
cers -, yet, how great foever their authority may feem 
to be, they do in no wife diminifh that ot the parti¬ 
cular viceroys *, and each of thefe two viceroys have 
their particular right fo well fettled and adjufted, 
that they never clafh or contend with each other in 
their adminiftrations. 

Thefe have all of them in their feveral lordfnips 
many courts, of the fame nature with thofe at Pekin 
already defcribed, but are fubordinate to them, fo 
that from thefe they appeal to them: there are be fid es 
thefe feveral other inferior offices for the preparing 
bufinefs, or for finifhing it according to the extent ot 
their commiffions. There are three forts of towns, 
each of which have their particular governor, and 
a great number of Mandarines who adminifter juftice *, 
amongft which cities there is this difference, that 
thofe of the third fort or rank are fubordinate to thofe 
of the fécond, as thofe of the fécond are to them of 
the firft*, thefe of the firft rank are fubjeét to the ju¬ 
rifdiétion of the general officers of the capital cities, 
according as the nature of things requires, and all 
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the judges, be their quality what it will in the civil 
government, have their dependence on the viceroy, 
in whom relides the imperial authority. He, from 
time to time, convenes the principal Mandarines of 
his province, to take cognifance of the good or bad 
qualities of the governors, lieutenants, and even 
inferior officers : he fends private difpatches to court 
to inform the emperor who misbehave themfelves, 
who are either therefore deprived of their offices, or 
elfe cited to appear and offer what they have to fay 
in their juftification. 

On the other hand, the viceroy’s power is counter- 
poifed by that of the great Mandarines, who are 
about him, and who may accufe him when they are 
fatisfied that it is neceffary for the publick good. 
But that which principally keeps him upon his guard 
is, that the people, when evil intreated or oppreffed 
by him, may petition the emperor in perfon for his 
removal, and that another may be ordered them. 
The leaft infurreétion or disturbance is laid at his 
door, which, if it continues three days, he muft-an- 
fwer for at his peril. It is his fault, fay the laws, if 
disturbances Spring up in his family, that is, in the 
province over which he has the charge. He ought 
to regulate the conduct of the Mandarines under him, 
that fo the people may not Suffer by their ill manage¬ 
ment. When people like their matters, they do not 
delire to change them ; and, when the yoke is eafy, 
it is a pleafure to bear it. 

But becaufe private perfons cannot ealily come at 
the court, and becaufe the juft complaints of his 
people cannot always reach the ears of their prince, 
(efpecially in China where the governors ealily cor¬ 
rupt with bribes the general officers, and they the Su¬ 
preme courts *,) the emperor difperfes up and down 
Secret Spies, perfons of known wifdom and reputa¬ 
tion ; thefe in every province, by their cunning ma¬ 

nagement, inform themfelves from the countrymen* 
trade fm en 
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tradefmen, or others, after what manner the Man¬ 
darines behave themfelves in the execution of their 
offices. When from their private, but certain infor¬ 
mations, or rather when by the publick voice, which 
feldom impofes on us, they are acquainted with any 
diforder, then they publickly own their commif- 
hon from the emperor -, they take up thofe crimi¬ 
nal Mandarines, and manage the caufe againft them. 
This heretofore kept all the judges to their duty ; 
but, fince the Tartars have been mafters of China» 
thefe officers have been laid afide -, inafmuch as 
fome of them abufed their commiffion, enriching 
themfelves by taking money of the guilty to con¬ 
ceal their faults, and of the innocent, whom they 
threatened to accufe as criminal. Neverthelefs, that 
fo ufeful a means of keeping the magiftrates to their 
duty may not be wholly loft, the emperor himfelf, 
who has a tender love for his fubjedls, hath thought 
it his duty to viftt in perfon each province, and to 
hear himfelf the complaints of his people ; which 
he performs with fuch a diligence as makes him the 
terror of his Mandarines, and the delight of his 
people. Amongft the great variety of accidents 
which have happened to him during thofe his pro- 
greftes, they report, that, being once feparated from 
his attendants, he faw an old man weeping bitterly, 
cf whom he inquired, what was the occafion of his 
tears. Sir, faid the old man, who did not know to 
whom he fpoke, I had but one fon, who was the 
comfort of my life, and on whom lay the whole care 
of my family, a Mandarine of Tartary has deprived 
me of him-, which hath made me helplefs at prefent, 
and will make me fo as long as I live-, for how can I, 
who am fo poor and friendlefs, oblige fo great a man 
as he, to make me reftitution ? That’s not fo difficult 
as you imagine, faid the emperor -, get up behind me, 
and dire<ft me to his houfe, who has done you this 
wrong. The good man complied without any cere¬ 

mony. 
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mony, and in two hours time they both got to the 
Mandarine’s houfe, who little expected fo extraor¬ 
dinary a viftt. In the interim the guards, and a great 
company of lords, after a great deal of fearch made* 
came thither ; fome of which attended without, 
others entered with the emperor, not knowing what 
the buftnefs was which brought him there. Where 
the emperor, having convidted the Mandarine of the 
violence of which he was accufed, condemn’d him 
on the fpot to death ; afterwards turning round to the 
afflidled father who had loft his fon : To make you 
a good recompence for your lofs, fays he, after a 
grave and ferious manner, I give you the office of 
the criminal who is juft now dead ; but take care to 
execute it with equity, and let his punifhment, as well 
as his crime, prove for your advantage, for fear left 
you in your turn are made an example to others. 

They have ftill a farther means to oblige the vice¬ 
roys, and other governors, to a ftricft care of theft 
charge, which expedient I do not believe any go¬ 
vernment or kingdom, tho’ never fo fevere, did 
ever yet make ufe of. It is this, every governor 
is obliged from time to time, with all humility and 
fincerity, to own and acknowledge the fecret or pub- 
lick faults committed by himfelf in his adminiftra- 
tion, and to fend the account in writing up to court. 
This is a more troublefome bufinefs to comply with, 
than one readily imagines, for on one fide it is an un- 
eafy thing to accufe ourfelves of thofe things vrhich 
we know will be puniffied by the emperor, tho’ 
mildly. On the other fide, it is more dangerous to 
diftèmble them -, for, if by chance they are accufed of 
them in the infpedtor’s advertifement, the leaft fault, 
which the Mandarine fliall have concealed, will be big 
enough to turn him out of his miniftry. So that the 
beft way is to make a fincere confeffion of one’s 
faults, and to purchafe a pardon for them by money, 
which in China has the vertue of blotting out all 
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dirties, which remedy notwithftanding is no fmall 
punifhment for a Chinefe -, the fear of fueh a punifh- 
ment makes him oftentimes exceeding circumfpedt 
and careful, and fometimes even virtuous againft his 
own inclinations. 

After thefe provifions, which the laws make, as I 
have faid, they give the following directions how to 
proceed in the bufinefs of punching criminals. There 
is no need of having a warrant to carry them before 
the magiftrate, nor that the magistrate fhould fit in a 
court of juftice to hear the accufation and plea of the 
criminal. Such formalities as thefe are not infilled on 
there. Wherever the magiftrate fees a fault, there 
he has power to punifh it on the fpot, be it in the 
ftreet, in the highway, or in a private houfe, it is all 
one *, he may take up a gamefter, a rook, or a debau¬ 
chee, and without more formalities he orders fome 
of his attendants to give him twenty or thirty ftripes: 
after which, as tho’ nothing extraordinary had hap¬ 
pened, he goes on his journey without any concern* 
ment. Notwithftanding this punifhment, theperfon 
damaged may accufe the fame criminal again in a fu- 
perior court, where he is tried, the refult of which is 
ufually a farther punifhment. 

Farther, the plaintiff may in common cafes bring 
his aCHon in any higher magiftrate’s court, even 
before it has been pleaded in an inferior court. I mean, 
an inhabitant of a town of the firft rank may forth¬ 
with apply himfelf to the governor of the capital 
city of the province, or even to the viceroy, with¬ 
out having it examined before the governor of his 
own town -, and, when it once comes before a fupe- 
rior judge, the inferior ones may not take cognifance 
of it, unlefs it be deputed to them by thole fuperior 
judges, as it often is. When the caufe is of great 
confequence, there lies an appeal from the viceroy to 
one of the fupreme courts at Pekin, according to the 

nature of the affair, where the caufe is examined in 
one 
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one of the under offices, who make their report to 
the prefident of the fupreme office, who gives fen- 
tence after he has advifed with his affiftants, and 
communicated his opinion to the Colaos, who carry 
it to the emperor. Sometimes the emperor defires 
better information, fometimes gives fentence on the 
fpot, and in his name the fupreme court makes a 
brief of the fentence, and fends it to the viceroys 
for them to put it in execution. A fentence pro¬ 
nounced in this manner is irrevocable, they call it the 
Holy Commandment *, that is to fay, the command- 
ment, which is without defeél or partiality. 

You will think it doubtlefs an inconceivable thing, 
that a prince fhould have time to examine himfelf the 
affairs of fo vafl an empire as is that of China. But 
befides that wars and foreign negotiations never fpend 
his time, which in Europe is almofi: the foie bufinefs 
of the councils*, befides this, I fay, their affairs are 
fo well digefted and ordered, that he can with half 
an eye fee to which party he ought to incline in his 
fentence, and this becaufe their laws are fo plain, that, 
they leave no room for intricacy or difpute. So 
that two hours a day is time enough for that prince 
to govern himfelf an empire of that extent, that 
were there other laws, might find employment for 
thirty kings; fo true it is, that the laws of China, 
are wife, plain, well underflood, and exadtly adequate 
to the particular genius and temper of that nation. 

To give your eminence a general notion of this, 
I fhall think it fufficient to remark to you three things, 
which are exceeding conducive to the publick peace, 
and are as it were the very foul of the government. 
The firfl is the moral principles which are inftilled 
into the people. The fécond is the political rules 
which are fet up in every thing. The third is the 
maxims of good policy which are, or ought to be 
every where obferved. 

The 
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The firft moral principle refpe&s private families, 
and injoins children fuch a love, obedience, and 
refpeél for their parents, that neither the feverity of 
their treatment, the impertinency of their old age, 
nor the meannefs of their rank, when the children 
have met with preferment, can ever efface. One 
can’t imagine to what a degree of perfection this firft 
principle of nature is improved. There is no fub- 
miffion, no point of obedience which the parents 
can’t command, or which the children can refufe. 
Thefe children are obliged to comfort them when 
alive, and continually to bewail them when dead. 
They proftrate themfelves a thoufand times before 
their dead bodies, offer them proviftons, as tho* 
they were yet alive, to fignify that all their goods 
belong to them, and that from the bottom of their 
hearts they wifh them in a capacity to enjoy them. 
They bury them with a pomp and expence which to 
us would feem extravagant, they pay conftantly at 
their tombs a tribute of tears, which ceremonies 
they often perform even to their pictures, which they 
keep in their houfes with all imaginable care, which 
they honour with offerings, and with as due a re- 
fpecft as they would their parents, were they yet alive. 
Their kings themfelves are not excufed this piece of 
duty, and the prefent emperor has. been obfervant 
of it, not only to his predeceffors of his own fami¬ 
ly, but even to thofe who were not. For one day, 
when in hunting he perceived afar off the magnifi¬ 
cent monument which his father had eretfted for 
Tcoumtchin, the laft Chinefe emperor, who loft his 
life and crown in a rebellion, he ran to the place, 
and fell on his knees before the tomb, and even 
wept, and in a great concern for his misfortune : O 
prince ! fays he, O emperor worthy of a better fate ! 
you know that your deftru51 ion is no ways owing to us ; 
your death lies not at our door, your fubjelfs brought it 
upon you. It was them that betrayed you. It is upon 

therriy 



2j2 Of the Policy and Government 

the?n, and not on my anceftors, that Heaven muff fend 
down vengeance for this a£i. Afterwards he ordered 
flambeaux to be lit, and incenfe to be offered. During 
all which time he fixed his countenance on the ground, 
and arofe not till all thefe ceremonies were over. 

The ordinary term of mourning is three years, 
during which time the mourner can exercife no pub- 
iick office ; fo that a Mandarine is obliged to for- 
fake his employ, and a minifter of ftate his office, 
to fpend all that time in grief. If a father be ho¬ 
noured after his death as a god, to be fure he is 
obeyed in his family like a prince, over whom he ex- 
ercifes a defpotick power j as abfolute matter not only 
of his eftate, which he diftributes to whom he pleafes, 
but alfo of his concubines and children, of whom 
he difpofes with that liberty and power, that he may 
fell them to ft rangers when their behaviour difpleafes 
him. If a father accufes his fon of any crime be¬ 
fore a Mandarine, there needs no proof of it ; it’s fup- 
pofed to be true, that the fon is in the fault if the 
father be difpleafed. This paternal power is of that 
extent, that there is no father, but may take his fon’s 
life away, if he will ftick to his accufation. When 
we feemed amazed at this procedure, we were an- 
fwered : WTho underftands the merit of the fon better 
than the father, who has brought him up, educated 
him, and fuch a long time obferved all his actions ? 
And again, can any perfon have a greater love, or 
a more fincere attention for him ? If therefore he 
who knows the cafe exaétly, and loves him tenderly, 
condemns him, how can we pronounce him guiltlefs 
and innocent ? And when we objettted, that fome per- 
fons have an inbred diflike of others, and that fa¬ 
thers who were men, as well as fathers, were capa¬ 
ble of fuch antipathies againft fome of their chil¬ 
dren -, they anfwered, that men were not more un¬ 
natural than favage beafts, the cruelleft of which ne¬ 
ver deftroyed their young ones for a frolick -, but 
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of thê Chinefe. 27} 

luppofing there be fuch monfters among men, their 
children, by their modefty and fweetnefs of temper, 
muft tame and foften them. But after all, fay they, 
the love of their children is fo deeply imprinted in 
the hearts of parents, that antipathy, or difliké, 
unlefs provoked and inflamed by the tmdutiful ftub- 
bornnefs and diforderly behaviour of their children, 
can never erafe. 

If it fhould happen that a fon fliould be fo infolerit 
as to mock his parents, or arrive to that height of fury 
and madnefs as to lay violent hands on them > it is 
the whole empire’s concern, and the province where 
this horrible violence is committed is alarmed. The 
emperor himfelf judges the criminal. All the Man¬ 
darines near the place are turned out, efpecially thofe 
of that town, who have been fo negligent in their 
inftruétions. The neighbours are all reprimanded 
for negle&ing, by former punifhments, to flop the 
iniquity of this criminal before it came to this height ; 
for they fuppofe that fuch a diabolical temper as this 
muft needs have fhewed itfelf on other occafions, 
fince it is hardly poflible to attain to fuch a pitch of 
iniquity at once. As for the criminal there is no 
punifhment which they think too fevere : They Cut 
him into a thoufand pieces, burn him, deftroy his 
houfe to the ground, and even thofe houfes which 
hand near it, and fet up monuments and memorials 
of this fo horrible an infolence. 

Even the emperors themfelves can’t rejeft the au¬ 
thority of their parents, without running the rifquc of 
fuffering for it * and hiftory tells us a ftory which 
will always make the affe<5Hon which the Chinefe 
have to this duty appear admirable. One of the 
emperors had a mother who managed a private in¬ 
trigue with one of the lords of the court \ the notice, 
which was publickly taken of it, obi ged the em¬ 
peror to fhew his refentment of it, both for his own 
honour and that of the empire ; fo that he banilned 
her into a far diftant province i and becaufe he knew 
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that this adtion would not be very acceptable to his 
princes and Mandarines, he forbad them all, under 
pain of death, giving him advice therein. They were 
all filent for fome time, hoping that of himfelf he 
would condemn his own conduct in that affair ; but, 
feeing that he did not, they refolved to appear in it, 
rather than fuffer fo pernicious a precedent. 

The firfi,who had the courage to put up a requeft 
to the emperor in this matter,was put to death on the 
fpot. His death put not a flop to the Mandarines 
proceedings; for a day or two after another made 
his appearance, and,to fhew all the world that he was 
willing to facrifice his life for the publick, he ordered 
his hearfe to hand at the palace gate. The emperor 
minded not this generous adtion, but was the rather 
more provoked at it. He not only fentenced him 
to death, but, to terrify all others from following his 
example, he ordered him to be put to the torture. 
One would not think it prudence to hold out longer. 
The Chinefe were of another mind, for they refolved 
to fall one after another rather than bafely to pafs 
over in filence fo bafe an action. 

There was therefore a third who devoted himfelf, 
he, like the fécond, ordered his coffin to be fet at 
the palace gate, and protefted to the emperor that 
he was not able any longer to fee him frill guilty of 
his crime. What Jhall we lofe by our death, fays he, 
nothing but the fight of a 'prince, upon whom we can*l 
look without a?nazement and horror. Since you will 
not hear us, we will go and feek out yours and the 
emprefs your mother's amceftors. Ihey will hear our 
complaints ft'and perhaps in the dark and filence of the 
night you will hear curs and their ghcfis reproach you 
with your injuft ice. 

The emperor being more enraged than ever at this 
infolence, as he called it, of his fubjedts, inflidted 
on this Lift the feverefl torments he could devife. 
Many others, encouraged by thefe examples, expofed 

themfelves 
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themfelves to torment, and did in effecft die the 
martyrs of filial duty, which they flood up for with 
the laft drop of their blood. At laft this heroick 
conftancy wearied out the emperor’s cruelty ^ and 
whether he was afraid of more dangerous confe- 
quences, or was himfelf convinced of his own fault -y 
he repented, as he was the father of his people, that 
he had fo unworthily put to death his children *, and 
as a fon of the emprefs,he was troubled that he had fo 
long mifufed his mother. He recalled her therefore, 
reftored her to her former dignity, and after that, the 
more he honoured her, the more was he himfelf 
honoured of his fubjeCts. 

The fécond moral principle, which obtains among 
them, is to honour their Mandarines as they would 
the emperor himfelf, whofe perfon the Mandarines 
teprefent. To retain this credit the Mandarines never 
appear in publick without a retinue, and face of gran¬ 
deur that commands refpedt. They are always car¬ 
ried in a magnificent chair open ; before them go all 
the officers of their courts, and round them are car¬ 
ried all the marks and badges of their dignity. The 
people, wherever they come, open to the right and 
left to let them pafs throb When they adminifter 
juftice in their palaces, no body fpeaks to them but 
on their knees, be they of what quality they will, 
and fince they can at any time command any perfons 
to be whipped, no one comes near them without 
trembling. 

Heretofore, when any Mandarine took a journey * 
all the inhabitants of the towns thro’ which he 
paffied ran in a crowd to meet him, and proffer their 
ferviccs, conducting him with all folemnity thro* 
their territory : now when he leaves his office which 
he has adminifter’d to the fatisfa&ion of all men, they 
give him fuch marks of honour, as would engage 
the mofl ftupid to the love of virtue and juftice. 
When he is taking his leave in order to lay down 
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his office, almofl all the inhabitants go in the High¬ 
ways, and place themfelves fome here, fome there, 
for almofl fourteen or fifteen miles together-, fo 
that every where in the road one fees tables hand- 
fomely painted, with fattin table-cloths, covered 
with fweet-meats, tea, and other liquors. 

Every one almofl conflrains him to flay, to fit 
down and eat or drink fomething. When he leaves 
one, another flops him, and thus he fpends the whole 
day* among the applaufes and acclamations of his 
people: and, which is an odd thing, every one de¬ 
fires to have fomething which comes from off him. 
Some take his boots, others his cap, fome his great 
coat -, but they, who take any thing, give him ano¬ 
ther of the fame fort, and, before he is quit of this 
multitude, it fometimes happens that he has had 
thirty different pairs of boots on. 

Then he hears himfelf called publick benefactor, 
the preferver and father of his people. They be¬ 
wail the lofs of him with wet eyes ; and a Manda¬ 
rine muff be very infenfible indeed, if he does not in 
his turn filed a tear or two, when he fees fuch ten¬ 
der marks of affeCtion : for the inhabitants are not 
obliged to fhew him this refpeCt, and, when they 
do not like the adminifiration of a governor, they 
fhew themfelves as indifferent at his departure, as 
they do affectionate and forry at the lofs of a good one. 

The extraordinary refpeCt which children pay to 
their parents, and people to their governors, is the 
greatefl means of preferving quietnefs in their fami¬ 
lies, and peace in their towns ; I am perfuaded that 
all the good order, in which we fee fo mighty a 

.people, flows from thefc two fprings. 
The third principle of morality efiablifhed among 

them is this, that it is very necefiary that all people 
fhould obferve towards each other the flriClefl rules 
of modefly and civility -, that they fhould behave 
themfelves fo obligingly and complaifantly, that all 
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their aftions may have a mixture of fweetnefs and 
courtefy in them. This, fay they, is that which 
makes the didinftion between man and bead, or be¬ 
tween the Chinefe and other men ; they pretend alfo 
that the didurbance of feveral kingdoms is owing to 
the rough and unpolifhed temper of their fubjefts. 
For thofe tempers, which fly out into rudenefs and 
paillon, perpetually embroiled in quarrels, which ufe 
neither refpcft nor complaifance towards any, are 
fitted to be incendiaries and didurbers of the publick 
peace. On the contrary, people who honour and 
refpeft each other, who can fuffer an injury, and 
didêmble or difle it ; who religiouily obferve that 
difference which either age, quality, or merit have 
made ; a people of this damp are naturally lovers of 
order, and when they do amifs it is not without 
violence to their own inclinations. 

The Chinefe are fo far from neglecting the practice 
of this maxim, that in feveral indances they carry 
it on too far. No fort of men are excufed from it ; 
tradefmen, fervants, nay, even countrymen have 
their ways of expreffing kindnefs and civility to one 
another -, I have often been amazed to fee footmen 
take their leave of each other on their knees, and 
farmers in their entertainments ufe more compli¬ 
ments and ceremonies than we do at our publick 
treats. Even the feamen, who from their manner 
of living, and from the air they breathe, naturally 
draw in roughnefs, do yet bear to each other a love 
like that of brothers, and pay that deference to one 
another, that one would think them united by the 
drifted bands of friendfhip. 

The date, which has always, in policy, accounted 
this as mod conducive to the quiet of the empire, 
has appointed forms of falutation, of vifiting, of 
making entertainments, and of writing letters. 1 he 
ufual way of falutation is to lay your hand crofs your 
breads and bow your head a little. Where you 
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would ftill fhew a greater refped:, you muft joiq 
your hands together, and carry them almoft to the 
ground, bowing your whole body i if you pafs by 
a perfon of eminent quality, or receive fuch an one 
into your houfe, you muft bend one knee? and re¬ 
main in that pofture till he whom you thus falute 
takes you up, which he always does immediately. 
But when a Mandarine appears in publick, it would 
be a criminal faucinefe to falute him in any fort of 
fafhion, unlefs you have occafion to fpeak to him : 
you muft ftep aftde a little, and holding your eyes 
on the ground, and your arms crofs your ftdes, ftay 
till he be gone paft you. 

Altho’ very familiar acquaintance make viftts with¬ 
out any ceremony, yet for thofe friends, who are not 
id, cuftom has prefcribed afet form of vifiting. The 
viiitor fends his fervant before with a piece of red 
paper, on which is wrote his own name, and a great 
many marks of refpeft to the perfon he viftts, ac¬ 
cording as his dignity or quality is. When this mef- 
fage, is received, the vifttor comes in, and meets 
with a reception anfwerable to his merit. The perfon 
yifited fometimes flays for the vifttor in the hall, 
without going out to meet him, or if he be of a 
much fuperior quality, without riftng from his feat ; 
fometimes he meets the vifttor at his door ; fome¬ 
times he goes out into the court-yard, and 
fometimes even into the ftreet to bring him in. 
When they come into view, they both run and make 
a low bow. They fay but little, their compliments 
are in form, one knows what he muft fay, and the 
other how he muft anfwer ; they never beat their 
brains, like us, to find out new compliments and fine 
phrafes. At every gate they make a halt where the 
ceremonies begin afrefti, and the bows are renewed to 
make each go firft \ they ufe but two Ways of fpeak- 
|ng on this occafion, which are Tftn -, that is, Pray 
be pleafed to enter ; and Poucan, It muft notv bee 
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Each of them repeats his word four or five times, 
and then the ftranger fuffers himfelf to be perfuaded, 
and goes on to the next door, where the fame thing 
begins anew. 

W hen they come to the room where they are to flay, 
they (land near the door on a row, and every one bows 
almoft to the ground -, then follow the ceremonies of 
kneeling, and going on this or that fide to give the 
right hand, then the chairs are faluted (for they have 
their compliments paid them as well as the men, they 
rub them to take all duft away, and bow in arefpetftive 
manner to them) then follow the contentions about the 
firft place-, yet all this makes no confufion. Ufe has 
made it natural to the Chinefe, they know before what 
themfelves,and what others are to do ; every one flays 
till the others have done in their order what isexpe&ed, 
fo that there happens no confufion or diflurbance. 

It mull be owned that this is a great piece of fatigue, 
and after fo many motions and different poflures, in 
which they fpend a quarter of an hour before they are 
to fit down, it muft be own’d they have need enough 
of reft. The chairs are fet fo that every body fits 
oppoftte to one another ; when you are fat, you muft 
fit ftraight, not lean back, your eyes muft look down¬ 
ward, your hands muft be ftretched on your knees, 
your feet even, not acrofs, with a grave and compofcd 
behaviour, not be over-forward to fpeak. The 
Chinefe think that a vifit confifts not in mutual con- 
verfe fo much as in outward compliment and cere¬ 
mony, and in China the vifitor may truly and pro¬ 
perly fay he comes to pay his refpecfts, for oftentimes 
there are more honours paid than words fpoken. 

A miftionary did aver to me, that a Mandarine 
made him a vifit, in which he fpoke never a word to 
him, This is always certain, that they never over¬ 
heat themfelves with difcourfing, for one may gene-* 
rally fay of them, that they are ftatues or figures 
placed in a theatre for ornament, they have fo little 
ç{ difeourfe and fo much of gravity. Their 
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Their fpeech is mightily fubmifiive and humble, you 
will never hear them fay, for example, I am obliged to 
you for the favour you have done me, but thus, the fa¬ 
vour which my lord, which my infirutt or has granted to 
me, who am little in his eyes, or who am his difciple, 
has extremely obliged me. Again, they don’t fay, I 
make bold to prefent you with a few curiofities of my 
country ; but the fervant takes the liberty to offer to his 
lord a few curiofities which came from his mean and 
vile country. Again, noi JVhatfoever comes from your 
kingdom or province is well worked \ but whatfoever 
comes from the precious kingdom, the noble province of the 
lord, is extraordinary fine, and exceeding well wrought. 
In like manner in all other cafes, they never fay I or 
you in the firft or fécond perfon ; but me your fervant, 
me your difciple, me your fubjeff. And inftead of fay- 
ing you, they fay, the doftor faid, the lord did, the 
emperor appointed. It would be a great piece of 
çlownifnnefs to fay otherwife, vplefs to our fervants. 

During the vifit the tea goes round two or three 
times, where you muft ufe a ceremony when you 
take the difh, when you carry it to your mouth, or 
when you return it to the fervant. When you de¬ 
part it is with the fame ceremonies with which you 
came in, and you conclude the comedy with the 
fame expence you began it. Strangers are very un¬ 
couth at playing their parts herein, and make great 
blunders. The reafonable part of the Chinefe fmile 
at them and excufe them ^ others take exceptions at 
it, and deftre them to learn and praétife before they 
venture in pubjick : for this reafon they allow am- 
baftadors forty days to prepare for their audience of 
the emperor*, and, for fear they fhould mifs any cere¬ 
mony, they fend them, during the time allowed, 
matters of the ceremonies, who teach them, and 
make them pra&ife. 

Their featts are ceremonious even beyond what 
you can imagine, you wrould think they are not invited 

to 
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to eat, but to make grimaces. Not a mouthful of 
meat is eat, or a drop of wine drank but it cofts an 
hundred faces. They have, like our concerts of 
mufick, an officer who beats time, that the guefts 
may all together in concord take their meat on their 
plates, and put it into their mouths, and lift up 
their little instruments of wood, which ferve inftead 
of a fork, or put them again in their places in or¬ 
der. Every gueft has a peculiar table, without table¬ 
cloth, napkin, knife, or fpoon ; for every thing is 
ready cut to their hands, and they never touch 
any thing but with two little wooden instruments 
tipp’d with filver, which the Chinefe handle very 
dexterouSly, and which ferve them for an univer- 
fal instrument. 

They begin their feafts with drinking wine, which 
is given to every gueft at one and the fame time in 
a fmall cup of China or Silver, which cup all the 
guefts take hold of with both hands : every one 
lifts his veSftl as high as his head, prefenting their 
fervice thereby to one another without Speaking, 
and inviting each other to drink fir ft. It is enough 
if you hold the cup to your mouth only without 
drinking during the time while the reft drink -, for, 
if the outward ceremonies are obferved and kept, 
it is all one to them whether you drink or not. 

After the firft cup, they fet upon every table a 
great vefiel of haSh’d meat, or Ragoo. Then every 
one obferves the motions of the mafter of the feaft, 
who diredts the acftions of his guefts. According as 
he gives the fign, they take their two little inftru¬ 
ments, brandiSh them in the air, and, as it were, 
prefent them, and after exercifing them after twenty 
fafhions, which I can’t exprefs, they Strike them in¬ 
to the diffi, from whence they cleaverly bring up a 
piece of meat, which muft be eat neither too haftily 
nor too Slowly, Since it would be a rudenefs either to 
eat before others, or to make them ftay tor you, 
W ' ' Then 
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Then again they exercife their little inftruments, 
which at length they place on the table in that po- 
fture wherein they were at firft. In all this, you muft 
obferve time, that all may begin and end at once. 

A little after, comes the wine again, which is 
drank with all the ceremonies aforefaid. Then 
comes a fécond mefs, which they dip into as into 
the firft, and thus the feaft is continued until the 
end, drinking between every mouthful, till there 
have been twenty or four and twenty different plates 
of meat at every table, which makes them drink 
off as many cups of wine * but, we muff obferve, 
that befides that, I have faid, that they drink as 
much or as little as they will at a time, their 
wine cups are very little, and their wine is fmall. 

When all the difhes are ferved, which are done 
with all imaginable order, no more wine is brought, 
and the guefts may be a little more free with their 
meat, taking indifferently out of any of thefe difhes 
before them, which yet muff be done when the reft 
of the guefts take out of fome of their difhes, for 
uniformity and order is always facred. At this 
time they bring rice and bread, for, as yet, nothing- 
but meat has been brought *, they bring likewife fine 
broths, made of flefh or fifh, in which the guefts, 
if they think fit, may mingle their rice. 

They fit at table ferious, grave, and filent, for 
three or four hours together. When the mafter 
of the houfe fees they have all done eating, he gives 
the fign to rife, and they go afide for a quarter of' 
of an hour into the hall or garden to entertain and 
divert themfelves. Then they come again to the ta¬ 
ble, which they find fet out with all forts of fweet- 
meats, and dry\l fruits, which they keep to drink 
with their tea. 

Thefe cuftoms, fo ftriétîy enjoin’d, and fo ex¬ 
tremely troublefome, which muft be performed from 
one end to the other of the feaft, keeps all the guefts 

from, 
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from eating, who do not find themfelves hungry 
till they arife from the table. Then they have a 
great mind to go and dine at home *, but a com¬ 
pany of ftrollers come and play over a comedy, 
which is fo tedious, that it wearies one as much 
as that before at the table did. Nor is tedioufnefs 
the only fault, for they are commonly very dull 
and very noify ; no rules are obferved, fometimes 
they fmg, fometimes bawl, and fometimes howl, for 
the Chinefe have little fkill in making declamations. 
Y et, you muft not laugh at this folly, but all the while 
admire at the politenefs of China, at its ceremonies, 
inftituted, as they fay, by the difcretion of the an¬ 
cients, and ftill kept up by the wifdom of the mo¬ 
derns. 

The letters, which are wrote from one to another, 
are as remarkable for their civilities and ceremonies, 
which are as many, and as myderious as the o- 
the*s. They don’t write in the fame marineras they 
fpeak *, the bignefs of the characters, the didance 
between the lines, the innumerable titles of honour 
given to the feveral qualities of perfons, the fhape 
of the paper, the number of red, white, or blue 
covers for the letter, according to the perfon’s con¬ 
dition, and a hundred other formalities, puzzle fome¬ 
times the brain of the mod underftanding men a- 
mongd them, for there is fcarce any one who is fe- 
çretary enough to write and fend one of their let¬ 
ters as it ought to be. 

There *re a thoufand other rules praCtifed by the 
better fort in ordinary converfation, which you mud 
obferve, unlefs you would be accounted a clown ; 
and tho’ in a thoufand in dances thefe things favour 
more of a ridiculous affectation than of real polite-, 
nefs, no one can deny neverthelefs, but that thefe 
cudoms, which people obferve fo exaCtly, do in¬ 
spire into them a fweetnefs of temper, and a love 
of order. Thefe three moral principles, that is, the 

rcfpeCt 
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refpedfc which children pay their parents, the venera¬ 
tion which all pay the emperor and his officers, and 
the mutual humility and courtefy of all people, work 
their effed the better, becaufe, fupported by a wife 
and well-underftood policy. The principal maxims 
of which are, my lord, as follow. 

The firft is, Never to give any one an office in 
his own province, and that for two reafons : be¬ 
caufe, firft, a Mandarine of ordinary parentage is u- 
fually defpifed by thofe who know his family. 
Secondly, becaufe being brought into favour and 
repute, by the great number of his kindred and 
friends, he might be enabled either to make, or to 
fupport a rebellion, or at lead: it would be ve¬ 
ry difficult for him to execute juftice with an uni- 
verfal impartiality. 

The fécond maxim is, To retain at court the 
children of the Mandarines imploy’d in the moft 
confiderable offices in the province, under pretence 
indeed of educating them well, but, in reality, 
keeping them as hoftages, left their fathers fhould 
fall from that duty which they owe the emperor. 

The third maxim is. That, when one goes to law, 
fuch a commiffary is made ufe of as the emperor 
pleafes to name, unlefs the office or quality of the 
criminal gives him the liberty to refufe him. If the 
emperor diftikes the firft fentence, he may commif- 
fion new judges to re-examine it until the fentence 
be agreeable to his mind *, for, otherwife, it would 
be in the power of money or artifice, to fave a 
man whofe life would be noxious to the good of the 
ftate. On the other fide, fay they, we need not fear 
the prince’s paffion, who, if he have a mind to take 
off a good man, may find ways enough to do it-, 
without going fo openly about it. But it is but fitting 
that there fhould be a means efficacious enough to. 
%id the empire of an ill man* 

The 
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The fourth maxim of policy is Never to fell any¬ 

place, but to beftow it always upon merit ; that 
is, to thofe of good life, and who by a diligent 
ftudy have acquainted themfelves with the law9 and 
cuftoms of their country. To this end, informa¬ 
tions are exhibited of the life and manners of the 
candidate, efpecially when a Mandarine is removed 
from an inferior to a fuperior office ; as for their 
underftanding the laws, they undergo fo many ex¬ 
aminations and trials of it, that it is impoffible for 
an ignoramus to be thought underftanding, fo fe- 
vere are the meafures which they take. 

When they refolve to fet a child apart for learn¬ 
ing, they put him to a mafter, for the towns of Chi¬ 
na are full of fchools, where reading and writing are 
taught, which, to learn well, will take up fome 
years. When the youth has made a pretty good 
progrefs in this, he is prefented to a Mandarine of 
the lower order to be examined- If he writes a 
good hand, and makes their characters hand- 
fomely, he is admitted among thofe who apply 
themfelves to the knowledge of books, and en¬ 
deavour to obtain a degree ; of which there are 
three forts, which anfwer to our batchelor, mafter 
of arts, and doctor. As the fortunes of the Chi- 
nefe do wholly depend upon their capacity and 
underftanding, fo they fpend their whole life in 
ftudy. They fay by heart all their ftaple books with 
a wonderful alacrity, they make comments on their 
laws : compofition, eloquence, imitation and know¬ 
ledge of their ancient doctors, and the delicacy and 
politenefs of the modern ones, from fix to fixty, 
are their confiant employ. In fome, the quick - 
nefs and readinefs of wit faves them a great deil 
of labour, for fome have been doctors at an age 
when others can write but indifferently *, but thefe 
are heroes amongft the Chinefe, of which one in 
an age is enough. 

The 
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The examinations are ftriét, mailers of arts are 
created by the principal Mandarines of the province % 
batchelors, by thofe Mandarines aflifted by a com- 
miliary from court -, as for doétors, they commence 
only at Pekin : but becaufe fome, who deferve 
this degree* have not wherewith to defray fo 
expenfive a journey, what is neceflary for it is 
bellowed on them gratis, that fo poverty may 
not deprive the ftate of the fervice of thofe men 
who may prove ufeful and beneficial to it. 

Every one’s character is taken from his ability fo 
invent or compofe. For this purpofe, the candi¬ 
dates are fhut up in a clofe room, without books, 
without any other paper than what is neceflary for 
them to write on. All the while they are for¬ 
bidden all manner of correfpondents, at the doors 
are placed, by the Mandarines guards, whofe fideli¬ 
ty no bribes can corrupt -, the fécond examinati¬ 
on is yet more ilricft, for, left the coftimifiary fent 
by the court fhould himfelf be byafled thro* favour 
or the hopes of gain, he is not fufFered to fee or 
fpeak with any perfon till the examination is over. 

In creating the doétors, the emperor often en¬ 
gages himfelf * the prefent emperor is more feared 
by the candidates than any of the other pofers, not 
only for his nice exaétnefs and rigorous juftice, but 
for his extraordinary abilities in judging of any thing 
of this nature. When the doétors are named, they 
are prefented to him ; to three principal of which 
he gives garlands of flowers, or any other mark of 
honour, to diftinguilh them from the reft -, fome of 
them likewife he chufes for members of his royal aca¬ 
demy, from whence they never remove, unlels 
into polls of the greateft confiderâtion and credit 
in the kingdom. 

The great number of prefent s, which they re¬ 
ceive from their kindred and friends, keeps the doc¬ 
tors from being poor, Every one hopes to make 

fome 
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fame advantage from his friendfhip ; but, left hiçh 
promotion fhould make them negligent, and fit loofe 
to their ftudies, they ftill undergo feveral exami¬ 
nations, where, if they appear to have been neg¬ 
ligent, they certainly meet with feverity and re¬ 
proof *, whereas, if they have ftill continued to for¬ 
ward and improve their ftudies, they meet with a 
fuitable encouragement and reward. 

No fmall fhare of the publick good is owing to 
this principle of policy. The youths, whom idle- 
nefs and floth never fail to corrupt, are by this 
confiant employment diverted from ill courfes, they 
have fcarce time enough to follow their loofe incli¬ 
nations. Secondly, ftudy forms and polifh their wits. 
People, who never engage in arts and fciences, are 
always blockifh and flupid. Thirdly, all offices are 
fill’d by able men, and, if they can’t prevent that 
injuftice which proceeds from the covetoufnefs and 
corrupt affections of officers, at leaft, they will take 
care to hinder that which arifes from ignorance 
and immorality. Fourthly, fince the places are given, 
the emperor may with greater juftice turn out thofe 
officers whom he fhall find undeferving. We ought 
indeed to punifh every offender -, yet, it would be 
natural to bear with a Mandarine who is negligent 
of his office for want of underftanding or appli¬ 
cation, who is too mild or over fevere, if, if tak¬ 
ing away his place would ruin his family, whofe 
whole fortune, it may be, was laid out in the 
purchafe of it, when as, if a place be difpos’d only 
by donation, the prince who gave it, may eafily, 
without any difturbance, take it from one and gra¬ 
tify another with it. 

Laftly, no fees are paid for the adminiftration 
of juftice. The judge, whofe office coft him no¬ 
thing, and who has his falary ftated, can require no¬ 
thing of the parties at law ; which impowers every 
poor man to profecute his own rights, and frees him 
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from being oppreffed by the opulence of his ad- 
verfary, who can’t be brought to do juftly and 
reafonably, becaufe the other has not money. 

The Chinefe have eftabliShed this as a fifth maxim 
of policy Never to fuffer Grangers to have any (hare 
in their adminiftration : the fmall efteem, they bear 
them, makes the Chinefe ufe them fo coarfiy. They 
fancy, that a mixture of natives and foreigners would 
bring them to contempt, and occafion nought but 
corruption and diforder. From thence alfo would 
fpring particular grudges, making parties, and, at 
laft, rebellions. For difference of people neceffari- 
ly fuppofes difference of cuftoms, languages, hu¬ 
mour, and religion. This makes them no longer 
children of the fame family, bred up to the fame 
opinions* and tempered with the fame notions ; and, 
be there all imaginable care ufed in inftruéfcing and 
forming Grangers, they are at moft but adopted 
fons, who never have that implicit obedience and 
tender affection, which children by nature bear to 
their own parents. So, that fhould foreigners be 
better qualified than natives, which you can never 
make the Chinefe believe, they would fancy it for the 
good of their country to prefer natives to them ; and 
it is little lefs than a miracle in favour of chrifti- 
anity, that a few miffionaries have been Suffered to 
fettle there. 

This laid piece of policy is extremely good, 
when thofe of a falfe religion are kept out, which 
teaches rebellion and disturbance, itfelf being the 
product of caballing and riot ; but the cafe is a- 
therwife in chriftianity, whofe humility, fweetnefs, 
and obedience to authority produces nought but 
peace, unity, and charity among all people. This 
is what the Chinefe begin to be convinced of, having 
had trial of it for a whole age together. Happy 
were it, if they would embrace it as a conten¬ 
tion equally neceffary for the falvation of their 
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fouls, as conducive to the peace and good of the 
date. , 

Their fixth maxim is. That nobility is never he¬ 
reditary, neither is there any diftinedion between the 
qualities of people ; faving what the offices, which 
they execute, makes ; fo that;, .excepting the fa¬ 
mily of Confucius, the whole kingdom is divided 
into magistracy and commonalty. There are no lands 
but what afe held by foccage tenure, not even thofe 
lands which are deftined for the Bonzes, or which 
belong to the temples of the idols ; fo that their 
gods, as well as men, are fubjedted to the State, and 
are obliged by taxes and contributions to acknow¬ 
ledge the emperor’s fupremacy. When a viceroy 
or governor of a province is dead, his children, as. 
well as others, have their fortunes to make ; and, if 
they inherit not their father’s virtue and ingenuity, 
his name which they bear, be it never fo famous, 
gives them no quality at all. 

The advantages which the date makes of this max¬ 
im are, firft, trading is in a more flourishing con¬ 
dition, which the lazinefs of the nobility is the like- 
lied means to ruin. Secondly, the emperor’s reve¬ 
nues are en creas’d by it ; becaufe no eftates are tax- 
free. In towns which pay poll-money, no perfon is 
exempt. Thirdly, by this means, families are hinder¬ 
ed from ingratiating themfelves with the populace, 
and fo kept from eftablifhing themfelves fo far in 
the people’s favour, that it would be a difficulty 
to the prince himfelf to keep them within bounds. 
Laftly, it is a received opinion among the Chinefe, 
that, if an emperor would be obey’d, he muft lay 
his commands upon lubjebts, and not upon fo ma¬ 

ny little kings. 
Their feventh principle of policy is. To keep up 

in peace as well as war great armies, as well to 
maintain a credit and refpeél from the neighbours, 
as to ftifle, or rather prevent any difturbance or 

U infurredlion 
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infurre&ion which may happen at home. Heretofore 
a million of foldiers were fet to guard their great 
wall. A lefs number than that alfo, to garrifon their 
frontiers and great towns, would have been too lit¬ 
tle. Now they think it enough to keep garrifons 
in their mo ft important towns. 

Befides thefe {landing forces, there are fifteen or 
twenty thoufand men in each province, under the 
command of private officers -, they have alfo foldi¬ 
ers to keep their iflands, efpecially Haynan and 
Formofa. The horfe-guards of Pekin are above 
an hundred and fixty thoufand -, fo that, I be¬ 
lieve, in the greateft and fecureft peace, the em¬ 
peror has in pay and at mufter no lefs than fifty 
hundred thoufand effective men, all armed according 
to the cuftom of the country with feimeters and 
darts. They have but a very fmall infantry, and 
of thofe, which they have there, there are no pike- 
men, and very few mufqueteers. 

Their foldiers are very graceful, and pretty wTel.l 
difeiplin’d, for the Tartars have almoft degenerated 
into Chinefe, and the Chinefe continue as they al¬ 
ways were, foft, effeminate, enemies of labour, bet¬ 
ter at making an handfome figure at mufter or in a 
march, than at behaving themfelves gallantly in an 
aétion. The Tartars begin with heat and brifknefs, 
and, if they can make their enemies give ground 
in the beginning, then they can make their advan¬ 
tage of it -, otherwife they are unable to continue an 
attack a good while, or to bear up long again ft one, 
efpecially, if made in order and with vigour. The 
emperor, whom I have had the honour to fpeak 
with, who fays nothing but what is proper, as he 
does nothing but what is great, gave this ffiort 
character of them : They are good foldiers when op- 
pofed to had ones, hut had when oppofed to good ones. 

The eighth maxim is concerning their rewards 
and puniffiments. Great men, who have faithfully 

ferved 
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ferved their country, never lofe their reward -, and 
becauie, be a prince never fo opulent, he can never 
have enough to reward all his fubjeéls : this defeél 
is made up by marks and titles of honour, which 
are very acceptable to the fubjefls, and no charge 
to the prince. 

Thefe titles of honour are what they call the fe- 
veral Orders of Mandarines. They fay, fuch an one 
is a Mandarine of the firll rank, or the emperor has 
placed fuch an one in the firll clafs of theMandarines, 
of the fécond rank, and in like manner of others. 
This dignity, which is meerly honorary, makes them 
take place in affemblies, vifits, and councils, but is 
no profit to them. To make thefe rewards of greater 
extent, which the people chufe much fooner than 
pen fions, they are fometimes bellow’d even upon 
the dead, who are oftentimes made Mandarines alter 
their funerals, who therefore fill fometimes the 
greatell places of honour amongft the nobility when 
the emperor can’t bellow upon them the meanell 
place amongft the living. They have oftentimes, at 
the publick or prince’s charge, lofty monuments raft¬ 
ed for them, and that court, which looks after the 
publick expences, judges what recompence fhall be 
paid to their defert. Thefe rewards are oftentimes 
accompanied with elogies in their praife, made by the 
emperor himfell, which makes them and their fami¬ 
ly famous to all pofterity. But the higheft honour is 
to make them faints, to build them temples, and 
offer them lacrifices as to the gods of the coun¬ 
try. By this means, paganifm has been mightily fup- 
ported by the emperors, adoring themfelves the work 
of their own hands, and paying worfhip and ho¬ 
nour to them, who, when alive, would have been 
glad to be proftrate at their now worfnippers feet. 

They reward alfo in private men thole virtuous 
a<5lions which bring no publick advantage to the 
Hate. We read in hiftory, that temples have been 

U 2 rafted 



2 9 2 Of the Policy and Government 

raifed to the memory of fome maids, who all their 
lives kept their chadity inviolable. And I myfelf 
have feen, in feveral of their towns, trophies with 
honourable infcriptions, raifed up for inhabitants of 
mean rank and degree, to publifh to all the world 
their virtue and merit. 

If the Chinefe are very liberal in their rewards, 
they are as fevere in the punifhments even of the 
{lighted faults -, their punifhments are adequate to 
their demerits. The ufual punidiment is the badi- 
nado on the back. When they receive but forty 
or fifty blows, they call this a Fatherly Correcti¬ 
on *, to which as well Mandarines, as others, are 
fubject. This punifhment is not accounted very 
fcandalous, and, after it is executed, the criminal 
mud fall on his knees before the judge, and, if able, 
bow three times down to the ground, and give him 
humble thanks for taking this care of his education. 

Yet this punifhment is of that violence, that one 
droke is enough to fell one that is of a tender 
conditution, and oftentimes perfons die of it -, it is 
true, there are ways of foftening this punifhment, 
when the execution of it is in court. The eafiedis to 
to bribe the executioners, for there are many of 
them ; becaufe, led the executioner’s wearinefs fhould 
leflen the punidiment, after five or fix drokes an¬ 
other fucceeds, and fo till the whole be perform’d. 
But, when the criminal has by money made them 
his friends, they underdand their bufinefs fo well, 
that, notwithdanding all the care which the Manda¬ 
rines prefent can ufe, the punifhment becomes light 
and almod nothing. 

Befides this, in the courts there are perfons to be 
hired, who keep a good underdanding with the offi¬ 
cers ; who, upon a fignal given, take the place of 
the criminal, who efcapes among the croud, and re¬ 
ceives his punidiment. For money, there are every 
where thefe forts of vicarious perfons to be met with ; 

for 
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for it is a trade at China, where feveral perfons are 
maintained by the blows of the cudgel. 

By fuch a trick as this. Yam quam-fien, a famous 
profecutor of chridianity, efcaped the juft fentence 
of thejudges. He engaged a paltry fellow for a large 
fum of money, to take upon him his name, and 
go to the court of juftice in his dead. I Ie told him, 
that, let it come to the word, it was but a good cud¬ 
gelling, and, if after that he was imprifoned, there 
fhould be found out a way to redeem him thence. 
The poor fellow went according to agreement, 
and when the cryer call’d out aloud,Yam quam-fien, 
the fellow anfwered as loud, Here -, his fentence 
was pafs’d, and the Mandarine condemned him to 
death. The officers, who had been bribed, feized 
on him immediately, and, according to cudom, gag¬ 
ged him ; for, after fentence, the criminal is not 
buffered to fpeak. Afterwards, he was brought to 
to the place of execution, where the poor wretch 
buffered a miferable death. 
The fécond fort ofpunifhment is the Carcan, which 

differs from the former only in the place where the 
badinadoes are given ; in this, they are given the cri¬ 
minal at one of the city gates, or in the high way : 
the punifhment here is not fo {harp, but the infamy 
is greater, and he, who has once undergone this pu¬ 
nifhment, can never more recover his reputation. 
They have feveral different ways of inffidting death. 

Mean and ignoble perfons have their heads cut off, 
for, in China, the leparation of the head from the bo¬ 
dy is difgraceful. On the contrary, perlons of qua¬ 
lity are drangled, which, among them, is a death of 
more credit -, if the crime be very notorious, they are 
punifhed like mean perfons, and fometimestheir heads 
are cut off and hang’d on a tree in the high ways. 

Rebels and tray tors are punifh’d with the utmod 
feverity ; that is, to fpeak as they do, they cut them 
into ten thoufand pieces : for, after that the execu- 
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tioner hath ty*d them to a poll, he cuts off the {kin 
all ^ound their forehead, which he tears by force till 
it hangs over their eyes, that they may not fee the 
torments they are to endure. Afterwards, he cuts 
their bodies in what places he thinks fit, and, when 
he is tir’d with this barbarous employment, he leaves 
them to the tyranny of their enemies, and the infults 
of the mob. 

Often criminals are cruelly whipp’d till they ex¬ 
pire. Laftly, the torture which is the cruelleft of all 
deaths is here ufed ; and generally the hands and 
fingers fuffer moil in it. 

Ninthly, They think it good policy to forbid wro- 
men from all trade and commerce, which they can 
only benefit by letting it alone *, ail their bufinefs lies 
within doors, where they find continual employment 
in the careful education of their children. They nei¬ 
ther buy nor fell, and one fees women fo feldom in 
the flreets, that one would imagine them to be all 
religioufes confined to a cloyfter. Princeffès never 
fucceedto the crown, nor ever have the regency du¬ 
ring the young prince’s minority ; and, tho* the em¬ 
peror may in private confiait them, it is reckoned 
mean and ignoble to do it. In which thing the Chi- 
nefe feem, in my opinion, lets realonable than in 
others. For wit and forefight is equally the portion 
of the one as of the other fex *, and a prince is ne^ 
ver fo under Handing as when he knows how to find 
out all his treafures wherefoever nature has placed 
them, nor ever fo prudent as when he makes ufe of 
them. 

Laftly, their tenth maxim is, To encourage trade 
as much as pofiible thro’ the whole empire. All the 
other policy is conducive to the plenty or conveni¬ 
ence of their country ; but this is concerned for the 
very lives of the people, who would be foon reduced 
to the laft extremity if trade fhould once fail. It is 
pot the people’s care only, but the Mandarines alio, 

, who 
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who put out their money to trufty traders to make 
the befb advantage of it. By this private way, Ou- 
fanguey, the little king of Xenfi, who brought the 
Tartars into China, made himfelf fo rich and pow¬ 
erful, that he was able himfelf to fupport for a 
long time the war againft the emperor. 

To increafe commerce, foreigners have been per¬ 
mitted to come into the ports of China, a thing till 
lately never known. On the other fide, the Chinefe 
fpread themlelves all over the Indies, where they car¬ 
ry filk, china, phyfical drugs, fugar, japanned works, 
wine, and. potters ware. They go to Batavia, Siam, to 
Achim, Malacca, and efpecially to Jappon, and Ma¬ 
nilla ^ from which, they are diftant but a few days 
fail. From all thefe places they bring hiver, all of 
which, that is brought from Mexico to the Philippine 
iilands by the Pacihck ocean, is carried from thence to 
Canton, whence it is fpread thro’ the whole empire. 

But the greateft part of their trading lies within 
themfelves, from one province to another, which 
like fo many kingdoms communicate to each other 
their riches. That of Huquam fends rice, that ot 
Canton fugar, from Chequiam comes good filk, from 
Nankim neat and handfome pieces of workmanfhip ; 
Xenh and Xanfi are rich in iron, horfes, mules, ca¬ 
mels, and firs. Tokiem yields tea, Leaotum drugs, 
and fo the reft. This mutual commerce unites the 
people, and fills their towns with plenty. Thefe, my 
lord, are not all the Chinefe maxims, there are a 
world of others, but I have wrote down thefe as the 
moft known and moft eftential ones for the publick 

good. 
Good order in the inferior governments is as ufcful 

a part of policy to the ftate as any whatever, by thele 
inferior governments, I mean thofe ot the cities, and 
of the feveral camps. All thefe are fettled in China ; 
for, from the foundation of that empire, the ftate has 
thought it worth while to look after even the moft 
inconfiderable things. Among 
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Among perfons of quality, there never happens 
any difpute about taking place, becaufe every one 
knows exactly what is due to his own and others 
quality ; and it was a great furprize to every body 
to fee, about fix or feven years ago, a prince of the 
blood and a Colao engaged in fuch a fort of dif¬ 
pute, The occafion of it was this -, the laws ordain, 
that, when a Colao is about to fpeak to a prince 
of the blood, he mull bend the knee, but cuftom 
has laid as Strong an obligation on the prince, to 
take him up immediately. 

The prince thought, that an obliging cuftom, tho* 
constantly praétifed by the royal family on feveral 
occafions, ought not to prejudice his right by law. 
He did therefore give audience to a Colao on his 
knees, and never made any motion to him to rife. 
The minifter of State, in a great confufion to fee 
himfelf kept fo long in fo humble a pofture, com¬ 
plained of it to the emperor, who afiembled his 
council forthwith. They looked into the ceremo¬ 
nial to obferve what they could find that would 
contribute to the deciding this novel cafe, but when 
they could find nothing therein ferviceable to that 
end they were more perplexed than ever. 

Finally, the council, who were again ft: innovations, 
judged that the pradfic* ought to be continued as 
before *, and, not freeing the Colaos from their ob¬ 
ligation of {peaking to the princes of the blood on 
their knees, they thought it requifite alfo that the 
princes Should ufe that civility towards them as not 
to keep them in that pofture long. You can't, faid they 
to the Colao, honour the princes too much, and you 
do not do well to omit any occafion where you can few the 
rejpetdyou hear them. Princes, added the emperor to 
him who had occafiorfd this difpute, are hy their own 
rank Jet high enough above the reft of mankind, as not to 
need proudly to feek to debafe them lower. They can 
want nothing to make them honourable, but temper and 



of the Chinefe. 297 

tnodefty. When you are denied the refpeft due to you, 
all the world knows you have not what you ought to 
have -, but, when you infift upon every little mark of 
refpeft, it will make the world begin to inquire whether 
you dejerve it. Thus both of them were reprimanded, 
and that no new laws might be made they let cuftom 
be their rule. 

Every thing, that belongs to the princes or Man¬ 
darines, is punctually ftated ; their penfions, their 
houfes, the number of their fervants, the fhape and 
bignefs of their fedans, are the badges of honour 
by which they are diftinguifhed -, fo that, when they 
come into publick, their quality is prefently known, 
and the refpeél which is due to them with as little 
trouble paid. When the Chinefe governed the em¬ 
pire, even private men wore their marks of diftinc- 
tion -, and there was no learned man but his degree 
and rank might be known by the fafhion or colour 
of his garb. 

The towns have their determinate figure ; they 
ought all to be fquare as far as the ground they are 
built upon will luffer it -, in fuch fort that the gates 
may be fo built as to anfwer the four principal quar¬ 
ters of the world, that is, the North, South* Eaft, 
and Weft. The houfes have thorough lights, and 
are efteemed ill built if the doors do not lie exa&ly 
parallel to one of the fides of the town. 

Towns of the feveral orders have different big¬ 
nefs, the chief towns are nine or twelve miles round, 
thofe of the firft rank are but fix -, thofe of the 
fécond or third orders are lefs in proportion. This 
rule neverthelefs is not fo univerfal as to admit of no 
exception. The ftreets are ftrait, generally laid out 
by the line, large, well paved, yet very inconvenient, 
becaufe every perfon of any account goes up and 
down them either on horfeback or in a chair. The 
houfes are low, of an equal height -, the jealoufy of 
the husbands would not fuffer that their neighbours 

houfes 
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houfes fhould be higher than their own, left thereby 
their windows fhould overlook their court-yards and 
gardens. 

The whole town is divided into four parts, and 
thofe again into feveral fmaller divifions, each of 
which contains ten houfes, over every one of which 
fubdivifions an officer prefides, who takes notice of 
every thing which paffies in his little ward, tells the 
Mandarine what contentions happen, what extraor¬ 
dinary things, what ft rangers come thither or go 
thence. The neighbourhood is obliged to give mu¬ 
tual affiftance, and, in cafe of an alarm, to lend one 
another an helping hand, for, if any theft or robbery 
be committed in the night, the neighbourhood muft 
contribute towards repairing the lofs, Laftly, in 
every family the father is refponftble for the diforders 
and irregularities committed either by his children or 
fervants. 

The gates of the city are well looked after, and 
even in time of peace are fhut up at the approach of 
night. In the day time there are guards to examine 
all who come in, if he be a ftranger *, if he comes 
from another province, or from a neighbouring 
town, they know him by his tone, by his mien, or 
his habit, which in every place are fomewhat diffe¬ 
rent. When they obferve any thing extraordinary 
or fufpicious, they take the perfon up, or inform the 
Mandarine of it ; fo that European miffionaries, 
whole afpedt is infinitely different from that of the 
Chinefe, are known as foon as feen, and thofe who 
have not the emperor’s approbation find it very diffi¬ 
cult to make a long journey. 

In certain places, as at Pekin, as foon as night 
comes on they tie chains crofs the ftreets, the guards 
go the patrole up and down the chief ftreets, and 
guards and centinels are placed here and there. The 
horfe go the rounds upon the fortifications *, and 
woe be to him who is found then from home. 

Meetings^ 
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Meetings, mafquerades, balls, and fuch like night- 
works are good, fay the Chinele, for none but 
thieves and the mob. Orderly people ought at that 
time either to fit up providing for their family, or 
elfe take their reft, that they may be refrefhed, and 
better able the next day to manage the bufmefs of 
the family. 

Gaming is forbidden both to the commonalty and 
gentry j which neverthelefs hinders not the Chinefe 
from playing, fometimes even fo long as till they 
have loft all their eftate, their houles, their children 
and their wives, which they fometimes hazard upon 
a card ; for there is no degree of extravagance to 
which the deftre of lucre and riches will not carry a 
Chinefe. But bcfides that it is a diforder which the 
Tartars, fince they became mafters of China, have 
introduced amongft them, they take great heed to 
conceal their gaming, and by confequence the law 
which forbids it always flourifhes, and is able to fup- 
prefs great diforders. 

What I have faid concerning wives, that their 
husbands may fell them, or lofe them at play, puts 
me in mind to give fome account of the rules which 
their civil conftitution, rather than their religion, hath 
ordained concerning marriages -, thofe who have a 
mind to marry do not, as among us, follow their 
own fancies in their choice of a wife : they never 
fee the woman they are about to have, but take her 
parents word in the cafe, or elfe they have their in¬ 
formation from feveral old women, who are as it 
were infpe&ors, but who are neverthelefs in fee 
with the woman’s friends to let her out more than 
fhe deferves -, fo that it is very feldom that they 
make a true defcription, or give a juft character ot 
her whom they go to view. 

The woman’s parents give money generally to 
thefe emiffaries to oblige them to give a favourable 
character i for it is for the parents advantage that 

their 
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their daughter fhould be reputed handfome, witty, 
and genteel ; becaufe the Chinefe buy their wives, 
and, as in other merchandizes, they give more or 
lefs according to the good or bad properties of them. 

When the parties are agreed about the price the 
contraél is made, and the money paid down *, then 
preparation is made on both fides for the nuptial 
folemnities : when the day of marriage is come, they 
carry the bride in a fumptuous chair, before which 
go hautboys, drums, and fifes, and after it follow 
her parents, and other particular friends of her fa¬ 
mily. All the portion which file brings is her mar¬ 
riage garments, fome cloaths, and houfhold goods, 
which her father prefents her with. The bridegroom 
{lands at his door richly attired, waiting for her'; 
he Jiimfelf opens the fedan, which was clofely fhut, 
and, having conducted her into a chamber, delivers 
her to feveral women invited thither for that purpofe, 
who fpend there the day together in fealling and 
fporting, while the husband in another room enter¬ 
tains his friends and acquaintance. 

This being the firfi: time that the bride and bride¬ 
groom fee each other, and both, or one, very often 
not liking their bargain, is very often a day of re¬ 
joicing for their guefts, but of forrow for themfelves. 
The women mull fubmit tho’ they don’t like, be¬ 
caufe their parents have fold them ; but the husbands 
fometimes are not fo complailant, for there have been 
fome, who, when they firfi: opened the fedan to re¬ 
ceive the bride, repulfed by her fiiape and afpedl, 
have fhut the chair again, and fent her and her pa¬ 
rents and friends back again, willing rather to lofe 
their money than enter upon fo bad a purchafe. 

When the Tartars in the late war took Nankim, 
there happened a pafiâge which made the Chinefe 
merry notwithftanding all their misfortunes. Among 
all the diforders which the viélors committed in that 
province, they endeavoured to feize upon all the 
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women they could to make money of them. When 
they took the chief city of that province, they 
carried all the women thither, and fhut them up 
higgly piggly together in the magazines with other 
goods. But becaufe there were iome of all ages, 
and degrees of beauty, they refolved to put them 
into facks and carry them to market, and fo fell 
them to any one at a venture ugly or handfome. 
There was the fame price fet upon every one, and 
for fixteen or eighteen {hillings take which fack you 
will without opening it. After this manner the 
foldiers, who v/ere ever infolent in profperity, abufed 
their vi&ory, and approved themfelves more barba¬ 
rous in the moft polite and civil city in the world, 
than they had been in the defarts of Tartary. 

At the day of fale there came buyers enough ; 
fome came to recover, if haply they could, their 
wives or children, who were among thofe women, 
others were led thither thro’ hopes that good fortune 
and a lucky chance would put a fortune into their 
hands. In fhort, the novelty of the thing brought 
a great concourfe from the adjacent places. An or¬ 
dinary fellow, who had but twelve {hillings in the 
world, gave it, and chofe a fack as did the reft, and 
carried it off" -, when he was got out of the crowd, 
whether thro’* curioftty, or a deftre to relieve the 
perfon in the fack, who complained, he could not 
forbear opening it. In it he found an old woman, 
whom age, grief, and ill treatment had made de¬ 
formed to the higheft degree *, he was fo confounded¬ 
ly mad at it, that, to gratify his paftion and rage, 
he was going to throw the old woman and lack 
both together into the river, that the gratification of 
his paftion might be fome comfort to him for the lofs 

of his money. 
Then the good old gentlewoman faid to him, 

Son, your lot is not fo bad as you imagine ; be ol 
good chear, you have made your fortune : take 

. j care 
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care only of my life, I will make yours happier than 
ever it has been yet. Thefe words fomewhat pa¬ 
cified him : wherefore he carried her into a b.oufe 
hard by, where fhe told him her quality and her 
eftate. She belonged to a Mandarine of note in 
the neighbourhood, to whom fhe wrote immediately. 
He fent her an equipage agreeable to her quality, 
and fhe carried her deliverer along with her, and 
afterwards was fo good a friend to him, that he never 
had reafon to complain that he had loft the two 
crowns which he laid out in purchafing her. 

But to return to the Chinefe marriages -, I muft 
farther tell you, that a husband may not divorce his 
wife, except for adultery, and a few other occafions, 
which feldom or never fall out ; in thofe cafes they 
fell them to whofoever will buy them, and buy 
another. Perfons of quality never do thus, but 
common people do frequently. If a man has the 
boldnefs to fell his wife without juft reafon, both the 
buyer and feller are feverely punifhed, yet the huf~ 
band is not obliged to take her again. 

Altho5 a man be allowed but one wife, he may 
have as many concubines as he will ; all the children 
have an equal claim to the eftate, becaufe they are 
reckoned as the wife’s children tho’ they be fome of 
the concubines -, they all call the wife mother, who 
is indeed lole miftrefs of the houfe ; the concubines 
ferve and honour her, and have no manner of au¬ 
thority or power but what they derive from her. 

The Chinefe think it a ftrange thing that the 
Europeans are not thus allowed the ufe of women, 
yet they confefs it as a commendable fign of mode¬ 
ration in them. But when we obferved to them the 
troubles, quarrels, contentions, and jealoufies which 
many women muft needs raife in a family, they faid 
nothing is without fome inconvenience and diforder, 
but that perhaps there are more croftes in having 

but 
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but one, than in having many women. The beft, 
way they own, is to have none at all. 

Altho’ the Chinefe are extremely jealous to that 
degree that they fuffer not their wives to (peak in 
private even to their own brethren, much lefs £ive 
them liberty to enjoy all that freedom and publick 
diverfion which in Europe is efteemed only gallantry 
and curiofity -, nevertheless there are husbands fo very 
complaifant to their wives as to let them freely com¬ 
mit adultery, which permiffion fome women make 
the condition of their marriage : thofe who accord¬ 
ing to fuch agreement follow thefe courfes (as there 
is a certain fort of people who do) have no manner 
of power to hinder debauchees from frequenting 
their houfes, and from making ill ufe of the eafinefs 
or unruly paffions of fuch women. But fuch fami¬ 
lies as thefe are abhorred by the Chinefe, who think 
fo ill of them, that their children, tho* never fode- 
ferving or intelligent, can never obtain any degree, 
or be employed in any honourable office. 

Of all their civil inftitutions there is no one which 
cofts the Chinefe fo much trouble as does the order¬ 
ing of their time, and their holy-days. There are 
in the emperor’s fervice above an hundred përfons, 
on purpofe to regulate the kalendar, which they 
make anew every year, and with a great deal of 
ceremony fend it up and down to the viceroys of 
each province. They regulate the number of months, 
which is fometimes twelve, fometimes thirteen, which 
are lunar months, and ought to agree with the fun’s 
courfe. In thefe almanacks the equinoxes, iolftices, 
and the fun’s entry into each lign are fet down : the 
eclipfes of the fun or moon are there, and the time 
when vifible at Pekin or any of the principal cities. 
The planets courfcs, their places in the ecliptick, 
their oppofitions, conjunctions, and propinquity to 
any ftars are deferibed, and indeed every thing elfe 
is well calculated, which aftronomy has,that is curious 

or 
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or excellent. They mix with this divers points of 
judicial aftrology, which ignorance or fuperftition 
have invented, concerning happy or unhappy days, 
times proper for marriage, building, or undertaking 
journies. Thefe prejudices generally guide the 
people ; but the emperor and all men of fenfe are 
wifer than to mind fuch trifles. 

Altho* there be no publick clocks as in Europe, 
the day is neverthelefs divided into four and twenty 
parts, which have all their particular names, and be¬ 
gin from midnight. They tell me that anciently they 
divided their day into twelve parts, each of which 
were fubdivided into eight, which made the natural 
day confift of fourfcore and lixteen, which were ex¬ 
actly diftinguifhed in their calculations. But their 
fun-dials (and they have very ancient ones) were 
divided into four general divifions, each of which 
contained four and twenty little fubdivifions, which 
added to the four great divifions divided the whole 
circle into an hundred parts. 

This fort of dialing feems very irregular, nor can 
I fee for what ufe it was intended. Since they have 
received the new kalendar from the miftionaries, they 
have regulated their dials by hours, and reckon 
their time almoft as we do, only we muff take no¬ 
tice that inftead of two hours they reckon but one \ 
fo that their natural day confifts of but twelve hours, 
the names of whicE, diverfly combined with ten other 
terms which they have invented, make a revolution 
of fixty, which ferves them inftead of a cycle to 
mark their different years, I dare not trouble you, 
my lord, with particular enumerations, which would 
be too tedious, and are in foregoing relations fuffi- 
ciently explained. 

As for the people, they are not very nice herein ; 
they content themfelves with knowing the time of 
the fun’s riling and fetting, and noon. In the night 
they make ufe of bells and drums, which are very 

often 
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often founded, and ferve to diftinguilh the night 
into five watches. 

The current coin is very odd. They have round 
copper pieces with a hole in the middle, that they 
may be lining, they are full of characters ; the metal 
is neither pure not well hammered ; and, altho’ they 
are thick, one may break them with one’s fingers if 
one drive ; ten of thefe make a penny, ten of which 
are the tenth part of the Chinefe crown* called by 
the Portuguefe, in the Indies, Taël, and by them- 
felves Learn, which crown amounts to fix fhillings 
two-pence half-penny, and of a farthing. 

This crown piece is not coined with any {lamp or 
image on it, as our money in Europe is ; the Chinefe 
filver money is not made in any determinate regular 
form, they take for money any irregular pieces or 
bits of filver by weight, which if they do not be¬ 
lieve to be good filver they cut afunder. This they 
praétife to prevent falfe and counterfeit money, and 
they are fo expert in guelfin g at the goodnels and 
value of any piece of filver by looking on it only* 
that they are feldom miftaken, efpecially if it be 
melted after the manner pradtifed there. 

They know the good nefs of it three ways ; by the 
colour, by feveral little holes which are made in it 
by the melting pot, and by divers fmall circles which 
the air makes on the furface of the metal when it 
cools after melting. If the colour be white* the holes 
fmall and deep, if the circles be many, and thofe 
clofe, and very fine, etpeeially toward the center of 
the piece, then the filver is pure : but the more • it 
differs from thefe three qualities fo much the more 
alloy it has. 

To explain myfelf better, I muft tell you, they 
divide their filver, with refpedt to its purity, into a 
hundred forts, as we do gold into four and twenty, 
called carats -, the filver which is current in trade is 
alt the forts between the eightieth and the hundredth 
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fort or degree of purity. If it be of a bafer alloy 
they will not take it, but punifh thofe who offer it. 
They take our money as filver of the fourfcore and 
fifteenth fort, tho’ thofe, who underftand hiver well, 
judge it to be but of the fourfcore and third fort at 
mod *, fo that in an hundred ounces of our filver 
there are feven of alloy, or, which is all one, an 
hundred ounces of it is worth but ninety three of 
fine filver. 

As for gold, it never paffes in China for money 
no more than jewels do -, they buy it as they do 
other goods or merchandife, and the Europeans 
make a good market of it, becaufe in China a pound 
of gold bears but the fame proportion to a pound of 
filver as one does to ten, whereas among us it is as 
one to fifteen, fo that the merchant gets by it gene¬ 
rally a third part. 

Since alrnoft every thing is there fold by weight, 
amongfl feveral fort of fcales, they make ufe of a 
fmall portable balance, kept in a fmall varnifhed 
cafe, which is very light and ufeful ; they are fome- 
thing like the Roman balance, confiding of a fmall 
difh, an arm, and a weight that hides up and down 
that arm, which is made of ivory or ebony, in big- 
nefs, length, and fhape like a pen *, it is divided 
into three fmall parts, on three different furfaces ; 
it hangs by filken threads, at one of the ends, in 
three different points, that it may the better weigh 
weights of every fort. They weigh very nicely 
and exadlly ^ for in thofe, whofe arm is of any con- 
fiderable length, the thoufandth part of a crown 
will fenfibly turn the fcale. 

There are two forts of thofe fcales, one more 
agreeable to the ancient balances, which are ufed in 
courts of juftice -, the beam of this is fo divided as 
exa&ly to agree with the weight of the French money, 
fince it hath been increafed by a fixth part in weight, 
fo that every divifion of the beam weighs the weight 

of 
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of a fou or penny -, fo that feventy-two Chinefe fous 
or pennies weigh exa6lly a French crown, or an 
ounce Englifh. But the common balance, which is 
mofl: ufed in China, is fomewhat different from this, 
fora French crown will weigh feventy-three divifions 
of this beam j this I thought myfelf obliged to 
take notice of* that we may the better underftand 
what the relations hitherto have fo much differed 
about. 

The Chinefe divide their pound weight* as we 
do, into fixteen ounces, each ounce into ten parts 
called Tçien ; each of thefe into ten penny weights, 
and each of thefe again into ten grains. There are 
a great many other divifions, which decreafe in the 
fame proportion that one has to ten, which divifions 
our language has no names for. Altho’ thefe fmal- 
ler divifions come almoft to nothing when fingle in 
the fcale, yet in great traffick they reckon them, 
where the multiplication of them arifes to a confide- 
rable fum. In fhort, if we fuppofe that our crown 
fhould weigh three drachms, or one and twenty 
penny weights and eight grains, then the Chinefe 
pound will contain nineteen ounces, three drachms, 
two penny weights, thirteen grains 7]. And on the 
contrary, our pound will contain thirteen ounces 
Chinefe, one Tçien, and four penny weights, un¬ 
demanding thefe two laft weights as they are ex¬ 

plained above. 
As to the common meafures in ufe in this empire^ 

they have by divers perfons been reprefented in dif¬ 
ferent manners -, becaufe, of thofe who have wrote 
upon this fubjedl, fome have had recourfe to the 
meafures of one province, others to thofe of another. 
I have examined all of them carefully, and do think, 
that father Verbiefl’s meafures, which they uie in the 
mathematical court, are the exaéteft. The Chinefe 
foot is very little different from ours -, not but that 
ours is fomewhat longer, almoft ,o0 *, but this diffe- 
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rence is nothing with the Chinefe, who do not ftand 
fo nicely and ftri&ly to their meafure as we do, 
which the people have to meafure with, and not to 
contend and quarrel by. 

The civil government of the Chinefe does not 
only prefide over the towns, but extends alfo over 
the highways, which they make handfome and eafily 
paflable. The paftàges for their water are in feveral 
places fenced in with (lone walls for the convenience 
of travelling, over which there are a great number of 
bridges, which unite the towns and the fields toge¬ 
ther. Canals are alfo cut for the water to pafs thro’ 
all the towns of the fouthern provinces, to make 
their ditches more fecure, and the towns more plea- 
fant. In low and marfhy grounds, they throw up 
prodigious long banks, which keep their roads in 
thofe parts good -, to perform which they ftick at 
no coft, cutting a paffage even thro* mountains when 
they ft and in their way. 

The road from Sigan to Hamchou is one of the 
ftrangeft pieces of work in the world. They fay, 
for I myfelf have never yet feen it, that upon the 
fide of fome mountains which are perpendicular, and 
have no (helving, they have fixed large beams into 
them, upon which beams they have made a 
fort of balcony without rails, which reaches thro’ 
feveral mountains in that fafhion -, thofe, who are 
not ufed to this fort of galleries, travel over them 
in a great deal of pain, afraid of fome ill accident 
or other : but the people of the place are very ha¬ 
zardous ; they have mules ufed to this fort of 
roads, which travel with as little fear or concern 
over thefe fteep and hideous precipices, as they 
could do in the beft or plaineft heath. I have in 
other places expofed myfelf very much by following 
too rafhly my guides. 

One can’t imagine what care thev take to make 
the common roads convenient for paffage, They 

are 
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are fourfcore feet broad or very near it -, the foil of 
them is light and foon dry when it has left off rain¬ 
ing. In fome provinces there are on the right and 
left hand caufeways for the foot paffengers, wrhich 
are on both fides fupported by long rows of trees, 
and oftentimes terraffed with a wall of eight or ten 
feet high on each fide, to keep paffengers out of the 
fields. Neverthelefs thefe walls have breaks, where 
roads crofs one the other, and they all terminate at 
fome great town. 

There are feveral wooden machines made like 
triumphal arches fet up in the roads about a mile 
and a half diftant from each other, about thirty feet 
high, which have three doors, over which is wrote, 
upon a large frize, in characters fo large as may be 
read at almoft half a quarter of a mile dilfance, how 
far it is from the town you left, and how far to the 
town you are going to -, fo that you have no need 
of guides here, for you may by thefe directions fee 
what place the road leads to, and from whence you 
came, how far you a:e already gone, and how far 
you have yet to go. 

The great care, which they have taken to lay out 
all thefe diftances by the line, makes the account 
which thefe inferiptions give to be pretty fure ^ yet 
they are not equal, becaufe the miles in fome pro¬ 
vinces are longer than in others. It has happened 
likewife that fome of thefe arches, being ruined and 
confumed by decay and time, have not been fet up 
exaClly in the fame place -, but generally fpeaking they 
ferve for a good meafure of the highways, befides 
that in feveral places they are no fmall ornament. 

On one fide of thefe ways, about the fame diftance, 
are fix’d little towers made of earth call up, on which 
they fet up the emperor’s ftandard ; near it is a lodge 
for foldiers or country militia. Thefe are made ufe 
of in time of rebellion, or indeed at any other time, 
Cq carry any exprefs if occafion be, or to hand letters 
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from one to another ; but efpecially they take carç 
to (lop highwaymen and robbers. 

Every man who goes by armed is obliged to give 
an account whence he came, whither he is going, and 
upon what bufinefs, and muft (hew his pafs. Befides 
thefe guards, in cafe of an alarm, give a helping 
hand to travellers,and flop all thofe who arc fufpe&ed 
or accufed of robbery. Among the mighty number 
pf inhabitants which are in China, a great part of 
which fcarce know how to get a fubfidence, a body 
would imagine that abundance mud: needs turn 
thieves -, yet one may travel there with as great 
fafety as here. I have travelled there dx thoufand 
miles, up and down, thro* almod all the provinces, 
and was never but once in danger of being robbed. 
Four drange horfemen followed me for a whole day 
together, but the roads were fo full of travellers up 
and down, that they could never get the coad clear 
for a quarter of an hour together, and fo fell fhort 
pf their aim. 

Their pods are as well regulated as ours in Europe 
are, at the emperor’s foie charge, who for that end 
maintains a great number of horfe. The couriers go 
from Pekin for the capital cities ; the viceroys of 
which, as foon as they have received the difpatches 
from court, fend them forthwith by other couriers 
to the towns of the firft rank ; from whence they 
are by thefe governors conveyed to thofe of the fé¬ 
cond rank under their jurifdiéiion ; and from thence 
they are tranfmitted to the towns of the third rank, 
ft is true thefe pods were not edablidied for the 
conveyance of private letters, yet the podmaders, 
for a little money, undertake to carry letters for pri¬ 
vate rnen, as they always do for the midionaries, 
who find It as dire a way as that ufed in Europe, 
and much lefs chargeable, 

As it is a matter of importance that the emperor’s 
orders be quickly tranfmitted, fp it is a great part 
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of the Mandarines care to fee that the roads be 
good *, and the emperor, to keep them the more 
ftridtly to this, fpreads a report, that he intends 
fhortly to vifit this or that province. The go¬ 
vernors of thofe provinces fpare no charge or pains 
to repair thofe roads, becaufe it not only concerns 
their fortunes, but fometimes their life, if this care 
be omitted. 

As I once paffed juft by a village of the third 
rank, in the province of Xenfi, they told me that 
the governor had juft hanged himfclf thro’ defpair, 
left he fhould not have time enough to repair a 
road thro’ which the emperor was to pafs to the 
capital town. The emperor neverthelefs never went 
the journey, fo that the Mandarine might have faved 
his life by a little patience. But yet, all the care, 
which the Çhinefe can ufe, will never prevent a 
mighty inconvenience which happens to thofe who 
travel in their roads. 

The foil of China is mighty light, and very 
much beaten by the vaft multitudes who travel, 
fome on foot, fome on camels, others in litters, 
and again others in chariots, fo that the roads are 
perfectly ground into very fine pov/der ; wrhen this is 
raifed by travellers, and carried about by the winds, 
it is enough to blind all paftengers if they have 
have not mafks or veils on them. Thro* thefe 
clouds you muft continually make your way, and 
fuck them in inftead of air, during whole jour- 
nies together. When the weather is hot, and 
the wind in one’s face, fcarce any one, except a na¬ 
tive, can withftand it : I have fometimes been forced 
to defift from my journey and come back again. 

But of all their wholfome inftitutions there is no¬ 
thing which contributes fo much to the keeping up 
peace and order, as does their method of levying 
the emperor’s revenue. T hey are not troubled in 
China with fuch fwarms of officers and commilfio- 
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ners as we are. All the eftates there are meafured, 
and all the families registered j and, whatfoever the 
emperor is to have by excife on goods, or tax upon 
perfons, is publickly known ; every body brings what 
is due from him, to the Mandarines or governors of 
the towns of the third rank, for there is no parti¬ 
cular receiver appointed. Thofe, who negleét to 
bring in their dues, do not lofe by confifcation, 
which would be to punifh the innocent of that fa¬ 
mily with the guilty -, but the perfons fo offend¬ 
ing Suffer imprisonment, and undergo the baftinado 
till they have made fatisfadlion. 

Thefe Mandarines of the lower rank give in an 
account of what they receive, to a general officer of 
the province, who accounts with the court of Pe¬ 
kin, which looks after the publick exchequer. A 
great part of the revenue is diSburfed up and down 
the provinces in penfions, falaries, foldiers pay, and 
publick buildings : what is over is carried to Pekin, 
to maintain the emperor’s court, and other expences 
in that town, where the emperor keeps in pay 
above an hundred and fixty thoufand regular troops, 
to whom, as well as to the Mandarines, is given 
out every day meat, fiSh, rice, peafe, and ffraw, 
according to every one’s rank, befdes their confiant 
pay, which they regularly receive. 

That, which comes from the fouthern provinces, 
is alone Sufficient to anfwer this expence, this they 
bring by water in the emperor’s veflels ; yet, they 
are fo jealous left the revenue Should at any time 
fall Short of the diSburfements, that in Pekin there 
are magazines of rice before-hand, Sufficient for three 
years ^ which will keep a great while if it be well 
fanned and mixed, and altho’ it looks not fo well, 
nor taftes fo pleafantly as new rice, yet it is much 
more wholfome and nourishing. 

This numerous army about the emperor, well 
looked after, duly paid, and exa&ly difciplined, 

one 



of the Chinefe. 315 

one would think, jfhould awe all Afia -, yet their 
idlenefs, and the {mail ufe they ever have occa¬ 
sion to make of their weapons, does contribute to 
weaken them as much as their natural effemina¬ 
cy. The wedern Tartars do not value their num¬ 
bers a draw, and frequently fay in derifion of them, 
that the neighing of a Tartary horfe is enough 
to rout all the Chinefe cavalry. 

Yet, they take all pofhble care to have good 
foldiers, for they take no officers into the guards, till 
they have made trial of their doutnefs, fkill, and 
dexterity in military affairs. They arc regularly ex¬ 
amined, fo that as learned men have their doctors to 
examine them, fo thefe have alfo their profeffors. 

Thefe officers do regularly exercife their com¬ 
panies, they form them into fquadrons, march them, 
teach them to divide their files, to march thro’ nar¬ 
row paffages. Shew them to give the onfet, to rally 
at the found of the cornet or trumpet -, befides, 
they are very dexterous in managing their bow, or 
handling their fcymitar : yet foon broke, and by the 
lead thing in the world put into diforder. The 
occadon of this I apprehend to be, becaufe in the 
education of their youth they never indil into* them 
principles of honour and bravery, as we do as foon 
as ever they are big enough to know what weapons 
are. The Chinefe are always talking to their chil¬ 
dren of gravity, policy, law, and government -, they 
always let books and letters in their view, but ne¬ 
ver a fv/ord into their hands : fo that having fpent 
their youthful days behind the counter, or at the 
bar, they know no other courage but that of de¬ 
fending obdinately an ill caufe, and are lided into 
the foldiery on no other confideration, but that 
they hope there will be no occadon for fighting. 
The Chinefe policy hinders hereby a great many 
domedick feuds and didurbances *, but, at the fame 
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time it does expofe its fubjefts hereby to the in¬ 
fill ts of foreigners, which is ten times worfe. 

Thus, my lord, I have fet before you a general 
fcheme of the government of China, of which 
people have fpoke fuch wonders, and which is in¬ 
deed admirable for its antiquity, for the wifdom of 
its maxims, for the plainnefs and uniformity of its 
laws, for that exemplary virtue which it has pro¬ 
duced in a long fucceftion of emperors, for that re¬ 
gularity and order which it has kept the people in, 
in defpite of civil or foreign wars ; which, not¬ 
withstanding, like the reft of the things of this 
world, is fubjeét to a great many inconveniences ; 
to rebellions, which have depopulated whole pro¬ 
vinces, to the injuftice of fome princes who have 
abufed their power, to the avarice of Mandarines, 
who have often opprefled the people, to invafions 
from abroad, and treachery from home, to fuch a 
number of changes, as would have unhinged the very 
government and laws, if a more politick people, 
than are the Tartars, were near enough the empire 
to introduce their own method of government. 

It would, my lord, be a piece of flattery to my- 
felf, to imagine, that I have by this tedious account 
added any thing to that immenfe ftore of knowledge 
which you have drawn from the beft Springs of 
antiquity, from the converiation of the moft inge¬ 
nious of the moderns, and from the management 
of the moft momentous affairs, or (which is a 
greater fountain of underftanding) from your own 
natural wit and ingenuity, which has made you (if 
I may ufe the expreftion) a native of all countries, 
and a philofopher of all ages. 

But I am fure you will be glad to fee, that the 
trueft maxims of good policy are not altogether 
ftrangers in the Eaft and that, if China do not 
form fo great minifters as you are, it forms great 
enough to underftand your worth, and to follow 

you? 
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your fteps, and improve themfelves from the copy 
you fet them, if they could but know you. I am, 
jn the mod profound manner. 

My Lord, 

Tour Eminence's moji obedient 

and mqft humble Servant, 

L. J. 

LETTER X. 

To my Lord Cardinal de Bouillon. 

Concerning the Ancient and Modern Religion of 
China. 

My Lord, 

I Do not at all wonder that your highnefs is pleaf- 
ed to hear relations of China. It belongs only 

to great princes to be thoroughly acquainted with 
all that concerns the feveral kingdoms of the 
world, and to make a true judgment of the power 
and grandeur of empires. God, who has fent fuch 
men into the world to govern it, has given them 
a more than ordinary ability and knowledge to per¬ 
form it j fo that, my lord, if I take upon me the 
liberty to acquaint your lordfhip with what re¬ 
peated voyages for the fpace of feveral years have 
given me to know in this affair, it is not fo much 
to inftrud you in it, as to beg your highnefs’s 

judgment of it. 
I may fay this flill with more truth when I 

have the honour to write to you of religion. This 
is 
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is more particularly your concern ; and I may fay, 
that if your quality, your ingenuity, and your in¬ 
comparable learning have made you above all men 
our judge ; your eminent dignity in the church ob¬ 
liges us, in facred concerns, to hear and confult 
your highnefs as our oracle. 

JTis on this profpedt, my lord, that I now pre- 
fent to you thefe memoirs with fome reflections, 
which the cuftoms of the Chinefe and the reading 
of their books have fuggefted to me concerning 
their religion, being of this mind, that, after fo 
many different opinions and long difputes which 
have for a whole age divided the mod learned 
miflionaries, there is no better way of coming to 
deciflon, than to obtain your highnefs’s judgment 
therein. 

Religion has always had a great fliare in eftablidl¬ 
ing the greatefl: kingdoms, which could never fup- 
port themfelves, were not the people’s minds and 
hearts tied together by the outward worfhip of fome 
deity ; for people are naturally fuperflitious, and 
rather follow the guidance of faith than reafon. It 
was therefore for this reafon that the ancient law¬ 
givers always made ufe of the knowledge of the 
true God, or of the falfe maxims of idolatry, to 
bring the barbarous nations under the yoke of their 
government. 

China, happier in its foundation than any other 
nation under the fun, drew in the chief of the holy 
maxims of their ancient religion from the fountain 
head. The children of Noah, who were fcattered 
all over the eaftern parts of Afla, and, in all pro¬ 
bability, founded this empire, being themfelves in 
the time of the deluge witneffes of the omnipotence 
of their Creator, tranfmitted the knowledge of him? 
and inftilled the fear of him into all their defen¬ 
dants ; the foot-fteps, which we find in their hi- 

ftorksj will not let us doubt the truth of this. 

Fohi* 
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Fohi, the firft emperor of China, carefully bred 
up feven forts of creatures, which he ufed to fa- 
crifice to the fupreme Spirit of heaven and earth. 
For this reafon fome called him Paohi, that is. Ob¬ 
lation ; a name, which the greateft faints of the old 
and new teftament would have been proud to have, 
and which was referved for him alone, who made 
himfelf an oblation both for faints and finners. 

Hoamti, the third emperor, built a temple to the 
fovereign Lord of heaven ; and altho* Judea had 
the honour of confecrating to him one more rich 
and magnificent, hallowed even by the prefence of 
our Creator, atid the prayers of our Redeemer, it 
is no fmall glory to China, to have facrificed to 
their Creator in the moft ancient temple of the world. 

Tçouen hio, the fifth emperor, thought after¬ 
wards, that one place was too narrow to contain 
the fervices paid to the Lord of the univerfe. He 
therefore inftituted priefts or ecclefaftical Manda¬ 
rines in feveral provinces, to prefide over the facri- 
fices. He gave them fbritfb command to obferve 
that divine fervice was performed with all humility 
and refpeét, and that all the religious ceremonies 

were ftridlly obferved. 
Tiho, his fucceffor, took as much care of reli¬ 

gion as he had done. Hiftories relate, that the 
emprefs his wife, being barren, begged children of 
God during the facrifice with fuch fervour and 
earneftnefs, that fhe conceived in a few days, and 
fome time after was brought to bed of a fon, who 
was famous for that forty emperors fuccefîively 

reigned of his family. 
Yaoand Chan, the two princes who fucceeded him, 

are fo famous for their piety and for the wifdom ot 
their governments, that it is very likely that religion 
was dill more flourifhing during their reigns. 

It 
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It is alfo very probable, that the three fuccee'ding 
families did preferve the knowledge of God, for a- 
bout 2000 years, during the reigns of 8o emperors- ; 
fince the learnedeft among the Chinefe maintain, that, 
before the fuperftitions introduced with the god To 
into China, there were no idols or ftatues feen. This 
is certain, that, during all that fpace of time, the 
obfervation of the emperor Yao’s maxims was re¬ 
commended to the princes, of v/hich the rnoft ef- 
fential and principal was concerning the worfhip of 
the fevereign Lord of the world -, and altho’ fome 
emperors have been fo wicked as to rejeét them lb 
far, as even to threaten Heaven itfelf, and foolifh- 
ly challenge it to fight, they have been neverthe-^ 
lefs looked upon as monfters ; and other emperors 
about that time have difcovered by their a&ions a 
good fenfe of religion. 

Vou vam, the firft of the third line, did himfelf, 
according to ancient cuftom, offer facrifices, and his 
brother who bore him a paffionate love, and thought 
his life ftill necefiary for the good of the king¬ 
dom, feeing him one day in danger of dying, pro- 
ftrated himfelf before the Divine Majefty to beg his 
recovery. It is you, O Lord, faid he, who have given 
him to his people ; he is our father, he is our mafier. 
If we fall into any diforder, who can fet us to rights 
again fo well as he ? And if we follow exallly what 
thou haft infpired him to teach us, why punijheft thou 
us by taking him ? As for me, O Lord, continued 
the good prince, I can be but little ferv ice able to 
this world ; if you dejire the death of a prince, I of¬ 
fer up my life with all my heart for a facrifice, if 
you will be pleafed to fpare my mafter, my king, and 
my brother. The hiftory fays, his prayer was 
heard, for he died as foon as he had put up his 
petition- An example which demonftrates, that not 
only the tenour of religion was preferred among 
thofe people, but farther, that they followed the 
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dilates of the pureft charity, which is the very 
quintessence and perfection of religion. 

But Tchim-vam, his fon and luccefior, gave fuch 
bright marks of his piety, towards the end of his 
life, that it leaves us no room to doubt of the truth 
of what I have advanced. You (hall hear what 
the ancient Chinefe books fay of him: This prince, 
lay they, who had always regulated hi behaviour 
according to the ordinances of the fupreme Gover¬ 
nor of heaven, fell dangeroudy ill in the fiftieth 
year of his age, and thirty-feventh of his reign. 
Wren he knew the danger he was in, he called to¬ 
gether the principal officers of his court, with a 
defign to nominate his fucceflor, and that he might 
omit nothing which was ufually performed on fuch 
occafions, he arofe from his “hrone where ne I ad 
ordered his fervants to fet hi n -, he made them 
wafh his hands and face, cloath him with his im¬ 
perial habits, and put his crown on his head ; and 
then, leaning on a table of precious (tone, he fpake 
to the company in this manner. 

4 My fickneis is every day worfe and worfe, for 
4 thus has Heaven ordain’d ; I fear death will feize 
4 upon me, and therefore thought myfelf obliged to 
4 acquaint you with my laft will. You know how 
4 great the reputation of my father and grandfather 
4 was, and how bright the examples of virtue, which 
4 they fet the empire, did appear. I was very un- 
4 worthy to fill the place in which thefe great men 
4 fat *, notwithflanding, I did fucceed them, I do 
4 neverthelefs acknowledge my ignorance and un- 

4 fitnefs. 
4 It is for this reafon perhaps, that Heaven has 

c (horten’d the days of my reign. I ought in this, 
4 as well as in all other things, to acquiefce -, tor 
4 you have all feen that I have hitherto received its 
4 orders with an humble fear, and a profound reipeCt. 
4 I have endeavour’d to follow them, without ever 

4 deviating 
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4 deviating from them the lead in the world ; I have 
4 alfo all my life time had in my heart my anceftors 
* inftruétions touching my duty to Heaven, and to 
4 my people. On thefe two heads I cannot accufe 
4 myfelf of any fault, and, if my life has had any 
c reputation, it is all owing to that teachablenefs, 
4 which has brought down upon me the bleflings of 
4 the fovereign Mailer of the world. 

4 It is on your account that I fpeak this (addrefling 
4 himfelf to his eldeil fon) it is on your account, 
4 oh, my fon ; be you the inheritor of your anceftors 
4 virtue, rather than of my power and crown. I 
4 make you a king, Stis all that you can have of me ; 
4 be a wife, virtuous, and unblameable prince, this 
4 I command you, and the whole empire expecfts 
4 from you.” 

Under the reigns of this prince and his fon * it 
was, that peace, honefty, and juftice reigned in 
China, fo that they oftentimes fent their prifoners 
to dig or plough the grounds, or get in the corn, 
without thinking that the fear of punifhment would 
make them run away. After harveft they came 
again to receive that punifhment of their faults 
which the Mandarines had appointed. 

Laftly, if we examine well the hiftory of China, 
we fhall {till And, that for three hundred years after, 
that is to fay, down to the times of the emperor 
Yeouvam, who reigned eight hundred years before 
Chrift, idolatry had not corrupted this people ; fo 
that they have preferved the knowledge of the true 
God for near two thoufand years, and did honour 
their Maker in fuch a manner as may ferve both for 
an example and inftiuélion to chriftians themfelves. 

They had all along a ftriét care to breed up beafts 
for facrifices, and to maintain priefts to offer them 
up ; befides, that the internal worfliip of the mind 
was prefcribed, they did oblige themfelves to a nice 

obfervatioo 
* Cam <vam. 
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obfervation of even the fmalleft ceremonies which 
might in any ways be ferviceable to the people’s edi¬ 
fication -, the empreffes did themfélves breed up filk- 
worms, and with their own hands worked coverings 
for the altars, and habits for the priefts. The empe¬ 
rors have oftentimes tilled the ground, which produ¬ 
ced the corn or wine deftined for facred ufes. Again, 
the priefts never dared to offer facrifices before the 
people, unlefs prepared for it by an abftinence of three 
or feven days from conjugal enjoyments. They have 
had their folemn faft-days, and davs of prayer in 
publick, efpecially when the empire laboured under 
any publick calamity, either by barrennefs, bv floods, 
by earthquakes, or wars from abroad. 

With this outward worfhip it is, that the emperors 
prepare themfelves for war -, for taking upon them- 
felves the government, or viflting the provinces ; 
and that Heaven may favour their enterprifes with 
fuccefs, they inquire of their fubjedls of their own 
faults, that they may amend them, believing that all 
publick calamities are occafloned thro’ their ill go¬ 
vernment. We meet with a fignal inftance of this 
in hiftory, which I cannot forbear reciting. 

An univerfal barrennefs having continued over all 
the provinces for leven years together (which time 
feems not far diftant from the feven years of barren¬ 
nefs of which the feripture lpeaks, and perhaps this 
thing a little looked into may ferve to amend or con¬ 
firm our chronology * ) the people were reduced to 
extreme want -, and when prayers, fafts, and other 
aefts of humiliation were ufed without fuccels, the 
emperor not knowing any means proper to be ufed 
to gain relief from this publick misfortune, after hav¬ 
ing offered to God feveral facrifices to appeale his in- 

• Thisempcror died i 7^3 years heforethe birth of Jeius Cnrill, 
and the feven years of lcarcity, according to the lcripture, hap¬ 
pen’d 1743 years before the lame birth. 

Y dignation 
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dignation, he refolved at laft to offer up himfelf for 
a facrifice. 

For this purpofe he called together the chief per- 
fons of his kingdom, in the prefence of them all 
difmantled himlelf of his royal apparel, and cloathed 
himfelf meanly. In this habit, with his head and 
face bare, in the fame fafhion that a criminal appears 
before a judge, he marched attended by his whole 
court, to a mountain a good diffance from the town. 
When, proftrating himfelf before the divine Majefly, 
to whom he paid his adorations nine times, he fpake 
in thefe words : O Lord, you know the miferies to 
which we are reduced. It is my fins which have 
brought them upon my people, I come hither to own and 
acknowledge it in the prefence of heaven and earth, 
dthat I may the better amend my faults, give me leave, 
O Lord, of all the world, to ask what ablion of mine 
has more particularly given you offence. Is it the fplen- 
dor of my palace ? I will take care to retrench what is 
fuperfluous: perhaps the profufenefs of my table, or 
the delicacy and voluptuoufnefs of it have brought this 
fear city : hereafter nothing jhall be feen there but thrif- 
tinefs and temperance. The laws permit to me the ufe 
of concubines, but perhaps you diftike that I have too 
many. Igtm ready to leffen the number. And, if all 
this be not fuff dent to appeafe your juft indignation, and 
you muft have an oblation -, behold one, O Lord, I am 
heartily willing to die, if thou wilt Jpare this good 
people : let rain come from heaven on their fields to 
relieve their necejjities, and thunder on my head to fa- 
tisfy your jufiice. 

The prince’s piety touch’d the clouds, for the air 
was presently overcaft, and an univerfal rain imme¬ 
diately fell, which did in due feafon bring forth a 
fruitful harveft. When idolaters feem fcandalized at 
the death of Jefus Chrift, we ufe the example of this 
prince to juftify our faith. You not only approve 
of this aélion, fay we to them, in which one of your 

emperors 
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emperors difrob’d himfelf of all that was magnificent,’ 
and offer’d himfelf a facrifice for his fubje&s -, but 
you admire it, and recommend it to posterity as a fit 
pattern for all the princes of the world : how then 
can you diflike that excetfive love and kindnefs, 
which made Jefus Chrift offer himfelf an oblation 
and facrifice for all men ; and defpoil himfelf of the 
brightnefs of his Majefly, to inveft us one day with 
his glory and divinity ? 

Thefe footfieps of the true religion, which we find 
in China forfo many ages together, carry us naturally 
to make a refledtion, which will juftify the providence 
of the Almighty in the government of the world. 
People are fometimes amaz’d, that China and the In¬ 
dies have been overfhadow’d by the clouds and dark- 
nefs of idolatry, almofi: ever fince the birth of our 
Saviour, while Greece, a great part of Africk, and 
almofi: all Europe, have enjoy’d the clear light of 
faith -, but they never confider, that China, for two 
thoufand years, had the knowledge of the true God, 
and have practis’d the moft pure morality, while 
Europe and almofi: all the world wallow’d in error 
and corruption. 

God, in the diftribution of his gifts, is not an un- 
juft refpedter of perfons -, yet he has laid out his times, 
to let his grace fhine forth in due feafon, which, like 
the fun, rifes and fets in different parts of the world, 
according as people make a good or bad ufe of it. 

I do not know whether I may make bold to add, 
that as the fun, which by its confiant motion hides 
itfelf to fome, to fhew itfelf to others, has notwith- 
ftanding, at the year’s end, diftributed to every coun¬ 
try its equal portion of light and warmth ; fo God by 
the lccret and hidden courfe of his grace and fpirit, 
which have been communicated to the world, hath 
equally divided them to all people in the world, tho* 
in different manners, and at different times. How¬ 
ever it be, that God has made his wife diftribution of 

Y 2 grace. 
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grace, I am fure of all nations China has leaft reafon 
to complain, fince no one has receiv’d a larger portion 
than fhe. 

The knowledge of the true God, which lafted 
many ages after the reign of Cam-vam, and in all 
probability, a long while after the time of Confucius, 
was not always fupported in the fame purity. Their 
minds were poflefled by idolatry, and their manners 
became fo corrupt, that the true faith, being but the 
occafion of greater ill, was by little and little taken 
away from them by the juft judgment of God. A- 
mong all the fuper ft irions which follow’d hereupon, 
there were two forts which were principally efta- 
blifhed, and do, between them at this prefent, com¬ 
prehend alrnoft all the empire. 

Li Laokun gave rife to the flrft of thefe. He was 
a philofopher who lived before Confucius ; his birth 
was prodigious, if you believe what his followers fay of 
it: for his mother carried him more than fourfcore 
years in her flanks, from whence, a little before her 
death, he fprang out of her right fide, which opened 
itfelf. This monfter, to the forrow of his country, 
furvived his mother, and by his pernicious doctrine 
in a fhort time grew famous : neverthelefs he wrote 
lèverai ufeful books ; of virtue, of the good of avoid¬ 
ing honour, of the contempt of riches, of that in¬ 
comparable retirednefs of mind, which leparates us 
from the world the better to know ourfelves. He 
often repeated the following fentence, which he 
laid was the foundation of true wifdom. Eternal 
reafon produced one, one produced two, two produced 
three, and three produced all things : which feems to 
fliew as if he bad fome knowledge of the Trinity. 

But be taught that God was corporeal, and that 
he governed other deities as a king governs his fub- 
jedts. He applied himfelf mightily to chymiftry, of 
which fome pretend he was the inventer. He beat 
his brains like wife about the philofopher’s ftone, and 

did 
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did at length fancy, that, by a certain fort of drink, 
one might be immortal. To obtain which his follow- 
lowers pra&ife magick, which diabolical art, in a 
fhort time, was the only thing ftudied by the gentry. 
Every body ftudied it in hopes to avoid death -, and 
the women thro* natural curiohty, as well as defire 
to prolong their life, applied themfelves to it, where¬ 
in they exercife all forts of extravagancies, and give 
themfelves up to all forts of impieties. 

Thofe, who have made this their profefted bufinefs, 
are called Tien fe, that is Heavenly Doéfors-, they 
have houfes given them to live together in iociety, 
they ereét in divers parts temples to Laokun their 
mafter ; king and people honour him with divine 
worfhip -, and altho’ they have examples enough to 
have undeceived them from thefe errors, yet they 
vehemently purfue immortality, by his precepts who 
could never gain it himfelf. 

Time, which ftrengthens and confirms what is ill, 
did at length gain thefe falfe doétors fuch a reputa¬ 
tion, as made them almoft innumerable. The co¬ 
venants which they make with the devil, the lots 
which they caff, their magical wonders, whether true 
or only feeming, make them dreaded and admired 
of the common herd -, and, whencefoever it comes 
to pafs, there is no body who does not give fome 
credit to their maxims, or does not hope to avoid 

death by their means. 
One of thefe dolors * got himfell fo great a re¬ 

putation, that the emperor gave him the name Cham- 
ti-, which is the name by which they call God him¬ 
felf-, and fignifies Supreme Emperor. This piece of 
impiety gave the killing blow to the ancient religion ; 
for till then the Chinefe, as much idolaters as they 
were, did always make a diftindtion between the 
Cham-ti, and the other gods. But, by a juft judg¬ 
ment from God, the family of that prince was ex- 

* Cham y . 
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tinbt, and the empire, which had hitherto obferved 
its own rules of government, was the firft time forced 
to fubmit to thofe of the weftern Tartars. This a 
famous Colao f, who printed a book, could not but 
acknowledge : In this time, fays he, the emperor 
TIoei-tcoum did, againft all manner of re a] on, give the 
attributes of the fupreme God to a man. 'This moft 
powerful and adorable God, above all t he fpi fits in hea¬ 
ven, was fenflble of the wrong done him -, for he pu- 
nijhed feverely the wickednefs of this prince, and ut¬ 
terly rooted out his family. 

The fécond fedt, which is prevalent in China, and 
is more dangerous and more univerfally fpread than 
the former, adore an idol which they call Fo or Foe, 
as the only god of the v/orld. This idol was brought 
from the Indies two and thirty years after the death 
of Jefus ChrifF This poifon began at court, but 
fpread its infection thro5 all the provinces, and cor¬ 
rupted every town: fo that this great body of men, 
already fpoiled by mâgick and impiety, was imme¬ 
diately infebted with idolatry, and became a mon- 
ftrous receptacle for all forts of errors. Fables, fuper- 
ftitions, tranfmigration of fouls, idolatry and atheifm 
divided them, and got fo (Irong a maftery over them, 
that, even at this prefent, there rs not fo great an im¬ 
pediment to the progrefs of cirri ftianity, as is this 
ridiculous and impious dobtrine. 

No body can well tell where this idol Fo, of whom 
I fpeak, was born -, (I call him an idol and not a 
man, becaufe fome think it was an apparition from 
hell) thofe, who with more likelihood fay he was a 
man, make him born above a thoufand years before 
Jefus phrift, in a kingdom of the Indies, near the 
line, perhaps a little above Ben gala. They fay he 
was a king’s fon. He was at firft calPd Che-Kia ; 
but at thirty years of age he took the name of Fo. 
His mother, who brought him into the world thro5 

'J Kieou-Kioum-Chan. 
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her right fide, died in childbirth : fhc had a fancy in 
her dream, that fhe fwallow’d an elephant, and for 
this reafon it is, that the Indian kings pay fuch ho¬ 
nour to white elephants : for the lofs of which, or 
gaining fome others, they often make bitter wars. 

When this monfter was firft born he had ftrength 
enough to (land alone, and he made feven fteps, and 
pointed with one hand to heaven, and the other to 
the earth. He did alfo fpeak, but in fuch a manner 
as fhew’d what fpirit he was pofiefs’d withal, hi 
heaven, or on earth, fays he, I am the only perfon 
tvho deferve to he honoured. At feventeen he married, 
and had a fon, which he forfook, as he did all the 
reft of the world, to retire into a folitude with three 
or four Indian philofophers, whom he took along 
with him to teach. But at thirty he was on a fud- » * 
den poffefs’d, and, as it were, fill’d with the di¬ 
vinity, who gave him an univerfal knowledge of all 
things. From that time he became a god, and be¬ 
gan, by a vaft number of feeming miracles, to gain 
the people’s admiration. The number of his difci- 
ples is very great, and it is by their means, that all 
the Indies have been poifoned with his pernicious 
doblrine. Thofe of Siam call them Talapoins, the 
Tartars call them Lamas or Lama-fem, the Japoners 
Bonzes, and the Chinefe Hocham. 

But this chimerical god found at laft, that he was 
a man as well others. He died at 79 years of age \ 
and, to give thefiniftfing ftroke to his impiety, he en¬ 
deavoured to perfuade his followers to atheiim at his 
death, as he had perfuaded them to idolatry in his 
life-time. Then he declared to his followers, that all 
which he had hitherto told them was enigmatical ^ and 
that they would be miftaken, if they thought there 
was any other firft principle of things befides nothings 
It was, faid he, from this nothing, that all things 
fprang -, and it is into this nothing, that all things muft 

Y 4 return. 
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return. "This is the abyfs where all our hopes muft 
end. 

Since this impoftor confefted, that he had abufed 
the world in his life, it is but reafonable, that he 
fhould not be believed at his death. Yet, as impiety 
has always more champions than virtue, there was 
among the Bonzes a particular fed; of atheifts, formed 
from the laft words of their mafter. The reft, who 
found it troublefome to part with their former pre¬ 
judices, kept clofe to their firft errors. A third fort 
endeavoured to reconcile thefe parties together, by 
compiling a body of dodxine, in which there is a 
twofold law, an interior and an exterior. One ought 
to prepare the mind for the reception of the other. 
It is, fay they, the mould which fupports the mate¬ 
rials till the arch be made, and then is taken away as 
ufelefs. 

Thus the devil, making uie of mens folly and ma¬ 
lice for their deftrudticn, endeavours to erafe out of 
the minds of lome thoie excellent ideas of God, 
which are fo deeply ingraved there, and to imprint 
in the minds of others the worfhip of falfe gods un¬ 
der the fhapes of a multitude of different creatures, 
for they did not ftop at the worfhip of this idol. 
The ape, the elephant, the dragon, have been wor- 
fhipped in feverai places, under pretence perhaps, 
that the god Fo had fucceftively been tranfmigrated 
into thefe creatures. China, the moft fuperftitious of 
all nations, increafed the number of her idols, and 
one may now fee all lorts of them in the temples, 
which ferve to abufe the folly of this people. 

It is true, they fometimes do not pay to thefe gods 
all that refpedl which feems due to their quality. For 
it often happens, that, if the people after worfhippiqg 
them a great while do not obtain what they defire, 
they turn them off, and look upon them as impotent 
gods, others ufe them in the moft reproachful man¬ 
lier : fome load them with hard names, others with 
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hard blows. How now. Bog of a fpirit, fay they 
to them fometimes, we give you a lodging in a mag¬ 
nificent temple, we gild you handfomely, feed you 
well, and often offer incenfe to you, and after all 
this care, which we take of you, you are fo ungrate¬ 
ful as to refufe what we ask of you. 

Then they tie him with cords, pluck him down, 
and drag him along the ftreets thro’ all the mud and 
dunghills, to punifh him for the expence of perfume 
which they have offered up to him for nothing. If 
in the mean time it happens, that they obtain what 
they did defire, then they take the idol, and with a 
great deal of ceremony carry him back and place him 
in his nich again, after they have walked and clean- 
fed him : they fall down to him, and make excufes 
for what they have done. In truth, fay they, we 
w'ere a little too hafty, as well as you was fomewhat; 
too long in your grant -, why fhould you bring this 
beating on yourfelf ? Were it not better to have 
granted our petition of your own free will, rather 
than be forced to do it ? But what is done can’t be 
now undone, let us not therefore think of it anv 
more -, if you will forget what is paffed we will gild 
you over again. 

A few years ago there happened a paffage ai Nan- 
kirn, which does very well difcover what an ©pinion 
the Chinefe have of their gods. A man, whole only 
daughter was very ill, tried all the phyfidans, but 
without effedt *, he thought it therefore his beft way 
to betake himfelf to the alfiftance of his gods. Pray¬ 
ers, offerings, alms, facrifices, and all other means, 
were ufed to obtain relief. The Bonzes, who were 
greafed in the fill:, promifed that an idol, whofe 
powrer they mightily boailed, fhould grant her reco¬ 
very. For all this the woman died, the lather out 
of meafure grieved, refolved to revenge himfelf, and 
to bring a formal acqufation againff the idol. 

He 
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He put in his complaint therefore to the judge of 
the place, in which after he had lively fhewed forth 
the deceitfulnefs of this unjuft god, he faid, that he 
deferved an exemplary punifhment for having broke 
his word. If this fpirit, faid he, could cure my 
daughter, it is palpable cheating to take my money, 
and yet let her die. If he could not do it, what does 
he ftgnify ? And how came he by his quality of god- 
ihip ? Do we worfhip him, and the whole province 
offer him facrifice for nothing at all ? So that he con¬ 
cluded it to be either from the malice and weaknefs 
of the idol, that the cure was not performed ; where¬ 
fore his temple he judged ought to be pulled down, 
his priefts fhamefully difmiffed, and the idol punifhed 
in his own private perfon. 

The buftnefs feemed of confequence to the judge, 
wherefore he fent it to the governor, who, defiring to 
have nothing to do with thofe of the other world, 
deftred the viceroy to examine into it. After he had 
heard the Bonzes, who were extremely concerned at 
it, he took their part, and advifed him not to per lift 
in the caufe any longer : for, faid he to him, you are 
not wife, to concern yourfelf with this fort of fpi- 
rits. They are naturally ill tempered, and I am 
afraid will play fome ill trick. Believe me, you had 
better come to an agreement. The Bonzes aftlire 
me, that ' the idol fhall do w'hat is reafonable on his 
part, provided you on your part do not cany things 
too high. 

But the man, who was almoft mad for the death 
of his daughter, did confiant!y proteft, that he w?ould 
fooner perîfh than relinquifh his juft rights. The fen- 
tence is given for me, faid he, the idol fancied, that 
he might commit any fort of injuftice without pu¬ 
nifhment, becaufe he thought no body would be 
bold enough to take him to task ; but he is not fo 
ikfe as he thinks, and a little time will fhew which of 

us 
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us is the moft wicked, and the mod a devil of the 
two. 

The viceroy could not now go back, and was 
fain therefore to grant a trial -, he fent the cafe to the 
fovereign council at Pekin, who remitted the trial to 
him again, he therefore fubpoena’d the parties. The 
devil, who had but too many friends among all forts 
of men, had alfo his Share among the lawyers and 
procftors -, thofe of them, to whom the Bonzes gave 
largely, found their caufe good, and fpoke with fo 
much concern and vehemence, that the idol itfelf 
could not have pleaded better its own caufe. Yet 
they had to deal with a fubtle adverfary, who had 
been beforehand with them, and had cleared the 
judge’s underftanding by a large bribe, being tho¬ 
roughly perfuaded, that the devil muft be very cun¬ 
ning indeed, to withstand fo clear an argument as 
this lad was to the judges. 

In Short, after a great many hearings, the man 
carried his point. The idol was condemned to a per¬ 
petual banishment, as ufelefs to the kingdom, and 
his temple was to be plucked down-, and the Bonzes 
who reprefented him were feverely chaftifed -, they 
might notwithstanding apply themfelves to the fer- 
vice of other fpirits, to make themfelves amends for 
the damage they had received for loving this. 

Can any one who has not loft his fenfes adore gods 
of this chara&er, weak, fearful, and whom one 
may affront fafely ? But alas ! We may flatter our- 
felves that we are never fo wife, yet how much is 
our wifdom diftant from reafon, when it is diftant 

from the true faith. 
Inftead of coming hereby to a knowledge of the 

weaknefs of their gods, the people grow more and 
more blind every day. The Bonzes are above all 
obliged to keep up their credit and reputation, be¬ 
cause of the advantage they make thereby. To 
bring this about the better, they make ufe of the fol¬ 

lowing 
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maxims of morality, which they take great care to 
propagate. 

We mull not think, fay they, that good and evil 
are as confufed in the other world as they are in this -, 
there are there rewards for the good, and punifh- 
ments for the bad ; which has occalioned different 
places to be fet apart tor the fouls of men, according 
to every one’s merit. The god Fo was the faviour 
of the world, he was born to teach the way of fal- 
vation, and to make expiation for all our fins. 

He has left us ten commandments. The firfl for- 
bids the killing of any living creature of what fort 
foever ^ the fécond commands not to take another 
man’s goods ; the third not to give up one’s felf to 
impurity *, the fourth not to lye ; and the fifth to 
drink no wine. 

Befides thefe, they recommend to the people’s prac¬ 
tice feveral works of mercy. Entertain and nourilh 
up, fay they, the Bonzes *, build them monasteries 
and temples, that their prayers and voluntary pe¬ 
nances may obtain for you exemption from that pu- 
nifhment which your fins have defer ved. Burn paper 
gilt and wafned with filver, habits made of fluff and 
filk. All thefe in the other world {hall be turned 
into real gold and filver, and into true and fubflan- 
tial garments, which {hall be given to your fathers 
faithfully, who will make ufe of them as they have 
occafion. If you do not regard thefe commands, 
you lhall be after your death cruelly tormented, and 
expofed to feveral Metempfycofes or tranlmigrations ; 
that is to fay, you {hall be born in the ihape of rats, 
horfes, mules, and all other creatures. This lafl 
point makes a great imprefiion upon their minds. 

I remember, that, being in the province of Xanfi, 
I was fent for to chrillen a fick perfon. It was an 
old man of threefcore and ten, who lived upon a 
imall penfion, which the emperor had given him. 
When I came into his chamber, O my good father, fays 
he, how much am I obliged to you, who are going 
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to deliver me from a great deal of torment. Bap- 
tifrn, anfwered I, does not only deliver from the 
torment of hell, hut intitles us to the enjoyment of 
a place in paradife : O how happy will it be for you 
to go to heaven, eternally to live in the prefence of 
God 1 I do not, faid the fkk man, underhand what 
you mean, nor perhaps have I explained my mean¬ 
ing clearly to you *, you know, father, I have lived 
a tong time upon the emperor’s bounty. The Bon¬ 
zes, who are perfectly well acquainted with all the 
tran{actions of the other world, affine me, that I 
fhall be obliged after my death, by way of recom- 
penfe for my penfion, to ferve him, and that my foul 
will infallibly go into one of his pod horfes, to carry 
difpatches from court thro* all the province. They 
have therefore been advifing me to mind my duty in 
that new hate ; not to (tumble, nor kick, nor bite, 
nor otherwife hurt any one *, run well, and eat little, 
and be patient, fay they, and you may move the 
gods to compalîion, who often, of a good bead, 
make at length a perfon of quality, or a confiderable 
Mandarine. I proteft, father, the very thoughts of 
it makes me quake, it never comes into my mind, 
but I tremble ; yet I dream of it every night, and 
fometimes met-hinks in my deep I am already in the 
harnefs, ready to run at the fird jerk of the podilion. 
Then I wake in a great fweat, and half mad, fcarcely 
knowing, whether I am a man or a horfe. But, 
alas ! What will be my forrow when this will be no 
more a dream but a reality. 

This therefore, father, is the courfe I took. They 
tell me, that thofe of your religion are not fubjed to 
thofe changes : that men are always men, and are, 
in the other world, of the fame kind as they are here. 
I beg of you therefore to receive me among you. I 
know your religion is hard to obferve *, yet, if it had 
ten times more difficulties, I am ready to embrace it; 
and, whatfoever trouble it put me to, I had rather be 
a chridian than be turned into a bead. This dif- 
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courfe, and the condition the man was in, wrought 
me into companion ; and afterwards considering with 
myfelf, that God makes ufe of ignorance and folly 
to bring men to the knowledge of the truth, I took 
an occafton from thence to undeceive him of his mif- 
takes, and to lead him into the way of falvation. I 
inftruéted him a great while, at laft he believed : and 
I had the comfort to fee him die, not only with a 
clearer and better understanding of things, but far¬ 
ther with all the marks of a good chriftian. 

In procefs of time,, the fuperftitions of the people 
grew fo numberlefs, that I do not believe any nation 
under the fun is fo full of whimftes as China. The 
Mandarines are obliged to condemn all thefe fedts 
as hereticks, as indeed they do in their books ; but 
yet Springing themfelves moftly from idolatrous fa¬ 
milies, and having been inftrudted by the Bonzes, 
they in their practice follow the example of the com¬ 
mon people. 

Two of thefe Bonzes, feeing one day in a rich far¬ 
mer’s yard two or three large ducks, fell on their 
faces before the door, and figh’d and wept grievoufly. 
'Idle good woman, feeing them out of her chamber 
window, came down to fee what was the occaf on 
of their tears. We know, faid they, that the fouls 
of our fathers are tranfmigrated into thofe creatures, 
and the fear we are in, left you ftiould kill them, will 
without doubt go near to kill us : It is true, faid the 
woman, we did intend to fell them, but, fince they 
are your fathers, I promife you we will keep them. 

This anfwer was not for the Bonzes purpofè. But, 
continued they, perhaps your hufband will not be fo 
charitable, and then, if any accident ftiould happen to 
them, you may be fure it will kill us. At laft, after 
a long difcourfe, the good woman was fo far moved 
with their pretended grief, that ftie gave them the 
ducks to look after for fome time to comfort them. 
They took them with a great deal of refpeél, pro¬ 
fita ting themfelves twenty times to them* but that 
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very evening they made an entertainment of them 
for lome of their company, and fattened themfelves 
with them. 

A prince of the blood loft a young man for whom 
he had a particular love ; a few years after he fpoke 
of it with a great deal of warmth and concern to th« 
Bonzes, who laid to him: My lord, do not trouble 

. yourfelf any more, your lofs may be repair’d-, he 
whom you grieve for is in Tartary, and his foul is 
palled into a young man’s body -, but there muft be a 
great deal of money to find where he is, and you muft 
give good prefents to the priefts of that country. 
This news pleafed the prince mightily, fo that lie gave 
them what they defired *, and a few months after they 
got a boy any where, and gave him to the prince in- 
ilead of the boy wrho was dead. Thus it is, that 
the whole country, from the peafant to the prince, 
are bubbled by thefe minifters of iniquity. 

If they can’t thus trick people out of their money, 
they try to get it out of them by doing a<5ls of pe¬ 
nance publickly, which the people efteem them 
mightily for, and ftiew them a great deal of pity and 
companion. I have feen them dragging after them a 
long chain of iron as thick as one’s arm, about thirty 
feet long, faftened to the neck or legs. Thus it is, 
fay they, at every door as they pafs, that we expiate 
your faults, fure this deferves fome fmall alms. 
Others in publick places knock their pates with all 
their force with large bricks, till they are almoft co¬ 
ver’d with blood. They have lèverai other peniten¬ 
tial atftions -, but what I was moft furpriled at was this. 

One day I met in the middle of a town a young 
Bonze of a good mien, a genteel and modeft look, 
fuch as might eafily move any one’s compaftion and 
charity. He flood upright in a fort of a fedan very 
clofe fhut, the inftde of which was like an harrow 
full of nails very thick, with their points flicking out 
towards the man in the chair, fo-that he could not 
bend either one way or t’other without wounding him- 
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felf. Two fellows were hir’d to carry him from 
houfe to houfe, where he begg’d the people to have 
companion on him. 

He told them he was fhut up in that chair for the 
good of their fouls, and was refolv’d never to go out 
from thence till they had bought all the nails (of 
which there were above two thoufand) at the rate of 
fix-pence a-piece, of which nails, the very fmalleft he 
had would derive incomparable bleffings on them and 
their families. If yog buy any of them, you will do 
an action of heroick virtue, and your alms are not 
bellow’d on the Bonzes, to whom you may take other 
opportunities of bellowing your charity, but to the god 
Fo, in whofe honour we are going to build a temple. 

In the mean while I happen’d to pafs thro’ the 
ftreet ; the Bonze, feeing me, came and told me the 
fame tale. I told him, that he was very unhappy to 
torment himfelf thus in this world for no good, and 
did counlel him therefore to come out of his prifon, 
to go to the temple of the true God to be inftrudted 
in heavenly truths, and fubmit to penance lefs fevere, 
but more wholfome. He was fo far from being in a 
pafîion with me, that he anfwer’d me calmly and 
courteoully, that he was much obliged to me for my 
good advice, and would be more obliged to me Hill, 
if I would buy a dozen of his nails, which would 
certainly make me have a good journey. 

Here hold your hand, fays he, turning on one 
fide, take thefe ; upon the faith of a Bonze they are 
the very bell: in all my fedan, for they prick me the 
moll, yet you fhall have them at the fame rate at 
which I fell the others. He fpoke thofe words in 
fuch aunanner, as would have made me on any other 
occafion have laugh’d ; but at that time his blindnefs 
railed my companion, and I was Hrangely concerned 
to fee that bondman of the devil Suffer more to work 
out his own dellrudtion, than a chriftian need do to 
gain his falvation. 

Yet 
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Yet all the Bonzes are not penitents : while fotne 
abufe the credulous by their hypocritical pretences, 
others get money out of them by magical arts, fe- 
cret thefts, horrible murders, and a thoufand detefta- 
ble abominations, which modefty won’t let me men¬ 
tion here. People, who are only outwardly religious, 
fpare nothing to gratify their pallions -, and if they 
can but efcape the juftice of men, which in this place 
fpares none who are caught wronging their neigh¬ 
bour, they care not what they do in the eyes of that 
God whom they will fcarcely own. 

Although the generality of the people are preju¬ 
diced in favour of them, yet the wifer fort are al¬ 
ways upon their guard againft thefe wretches ; and 
the magiftrates always take great notice of what they 
do in their monafteries. It happened a few years 
ago, that a governor of a town, palling with his train 
in the highway, faw a great company of people got 
together, and had the curiofity to fend to know what 
was the occalion of their meeting there. 

The Bonzes were folemnizing_an extraordinary fef- 
tival ; they had fet a machine upon a ftage, at the 
top of which a young man put out his head over a 
little rail, which went all round the machine. The 
rail hid his arms and all his body -, one could fee 
nothing at liberty but his eyes, which he rolled 
about as if he was diftradted. Below this machine 
an old Bonze appeared upon the ftage, wrho told the 
people that the young man which they faw was go¬ 
ing to facrilice himfelf, according to cuftom, in this 
manner. There ran by the road fide a deep river, 
into which he would prefently throw himfelf head¬ 
long. He can’t die, added the Bonze, if he would, 
becaufe at the bottom of the river he will be received 
by charitable fpirits, who will give him as good a 
welcome as he can defire -, and indeed it is the 
greateft happinefs that can poflibly befal him ; an 
hundred perfons have defired to facrifice themfelves 
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inftead of him, but him we chofe before the reft:, 
becaufe of his zeal and other virtues. t 

When the Mandarine had heard this fpeech, he 
-faid, that the young man indeed had a great deal of 
courage, but he wonder’d much that he did not 
himfelf tell the people of this his refolution -, let him 
come down a little, faid he, that we may talk with 
him. The Bonze, who was confounded at this or¬ 
der, did all he could to hinder it, and did proteft, 
that the whole facrifice would be ineffectual if he 
fpake a word, nay, if he did but open his mouth, 
and for his part he could not anfwer for the mifchief 
fuch a thing would bring upon the province. For 
the mifchief you talk of, replied the Mandarine, I’ll 
be refponfible -, and then he commanded the young 
man to come down ; he gave no other anfwer to 
thefe commands but hideous and frightful looks, 
and various diftortions of his eyes, which almoft 
ftarted out of his head. 

You may from hence, faid the Bonze, judge what 
violence you offer him in commanding him down. 
He is already almoft diftraCted, and if you continue 
your command you will make him die with grief. 
This did not make the Mandarine change his refolu¬ 
tion, but he order’d fome of his retinue to go up and 
bring him down. They found him tied and bound 
down on every fide, with a gag in his mouth ; and 
as foon as they had untied him, and taken away the 
gag from the poor fellow’s mouth, he cried out, as 
loud as he could bawl -, Ah ! my lord, revenge me 
againft thofe affaftins, who were going to drown me. 
I am a batchelor of arts, and was going to the court 
at Pekin, to aftift at the examinations there -, yefter- 
day a company of Bonzes feiz’d upon me violently, 
and this morning very early they bound me to this 
machine, taking from me all power of crying out 
or complaining, and intending to drown me this 
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evening, being refolv’d to accomplifh their accurs’d 
ceremonies at the expence of my life. 

When he began to fpeak the Bonzes were march¬ 
ing off, but the officers of juftice, who always at¬ 
tend the governors, ftopp’d feveral of them. The 
chief of them, who had pretended juft before that 
the young man could not be drown’d, was himfelf 
immediately thrown into the river and drown'd ; the 
others were carried to prifon, and did after receive 
that punifhment which they deferv’d. 

Since the Tartars have been emperofs of China, 
the Lamas, another fort of Bonzes, have been efta- 
blifh’d there. Their habit is different from thofe of 
China both in fhape and colour, but their religion is 
the fame with the Chinefe, and they worfhip the god 
Fo ; they differ from the Chinefe only in a few parti¬ 
cular fuperftitious pradices. Thefe Lamas are chap¬ 
lains to the Tartar nobility who live at Pekin ; but 
in Tartary they thenifelves al*e the gods which the 
people worfnip. 

There it is that the god Fo has his mod famous 
feat, where he appears under a fenfible figure, and, as 
they fay, never dies. He iâ kept in a temple, and 
an infinite number of thefe Lamas ferve him with an 
ineffable veneration, which they ftrive as much as 
they can to imprint upon the minds of all others 
whatfoever. When he dies, for he is but a man 
placed there, they put in his room a Lamas ot the 
fame ftature, and, as near as they can, ot the fame 
features, that the people may be the better deceiv’d 
by it. Thus the people of this country, and efpeciallÿ 
all ftrangers, are eternally bubbl’d by thefe impoftors. 

Among the different religions exercis’d in China ; I 
do not think it worth while to mention to your high- 
nefs a few Mahometans, who have liv’d tor thefe fix 
hundred years, in feveral provinces, and are never 
difturb’d,- becaufe they never difturb any one elfe 
iipbii the fcore of religion, being Content to enjoy it 
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themfelves, or to propagate it there among their 
kindred by marriages. However, it may be of ufe 
to tell you of a third fed, which is the religion, or 
philofophy, or policy of fome of the learned ; for 
one cannot tell by what name to call this dodrine, 
which is fo obfcure, that the very profeffors of it 
fcarce underftand what they teach *, they call it in 
their language Iukiao, and is a fed: of learned men. 

That you may underftand what I am going to tell 
you, you rnuft know that civil wars, magick, and 
idolatry having put the empire into confufion for 
many ages, the love of learning was quite cafhier’d, 
and there were found few dodors, who could by 
their writings awaken the minds of men out of that 
lethargy into which ignorance and corruption of 
manners had lull’d them ; only, about 1070*, fome 
creditable expounders were found -, and, in 1200, one 
dodor did diftinguifh himfelf from all others, for his 
extraordinary understanding *, by his example they 
began by degrees to take fome pleafure in reading 
ancient books, which they had before thrown afide. 

Laftly, in the year 1400, the emperor, being wil¬ 
ling to ftir up in his fubjeds a love of learning, made 
choice of fourfcore and two of the moft ingenious 
dodors, whom he commanded to compile a fyftem 
agreeable to the fentiments of the ancient writers, 
which might ferve as a diredion for the learned here¬ 
after. The Mandarines, who had the commiftion, 
fet themfelves diligently to work -, but being preju¬ 
diced with thofe opinions which idolatry had diffufed 
all over China, inftead of following the true fenfe of 
the ancients, they tried, by falfe gloffes and inter¬ 
pretations, to diftort the words and fayings of the 
ancients to their prejudicate opinions. 

They fpake of God as nothing different from na¬ 
ture itfelf ; that is, from that power, energy, or na¬ 
tural virtue which did produce, and put in order, all 
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the parts of the world, and which docs dill keep 
them that in order. He is, fay they, a mod pure and 
mod perfect principle -, he is the fource of all things, 
and the eflence of all beings, and that which condi- 
tutes the formal difference of every thing. They 
made ufe of thofe magnificent expreffions of the an¬ 
cients, that they might feem to keep to their doc¬ 
trine ; but indeed they raifed new opinions, becaufe 
they underdand hereby I can’t tell what fort of in- 
fenfible foul of the world, which they imagine 
fpread thro’ matter, upon which it produces the fe- 
veral mutations we fee. This is not that fupreme 
Emperor of heaven, all jud and all powerful, the 
chief of all creatures : in their works nothing is found 
but a better fort of atheifm, and a licentious freedom 
from the wordiip of God. 

But, whether it was becaufe they were unwilling 
to exprefs themfelves plainly, or did accidentally 
make ufe of exprefiions of a larger lignification than 
their meaning, yet they talk of Heaven as did the 
ancients, and aferibe to nature almod all thofe per¬ 
fections which we attribute to God. They tolerate 
willingly the Mahometans, becaufe like them they 
adore the Mader and King of Heaven. They per- 
fecute all other feeds with great violence, which at 
court they took up a refolution utterly to abolifh 
throughout the whole empire. 

Yet many reafons perfuaded them from putting 
this refolution in practice, the chief of which were 
thefe ; even feveral among the learned were diffen- 
ters from this new edablifh’d dodtrine, tor they 
could not (hake off the prejudices they had fucked 
in : befides all the people were wholly biafs’d in fa¬ 
vour of idols, fo that their temples could never be 
pull’d down, but infurredtions and didurbances mud 
neceffarily enfue. They were therefore contented 
to adjudge at Pekin all the other fedts hereticks 
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(which they Hill do every year) without fetting them- 
felves effectually to flop the practice of them. 

Thefe new books compofed by their moft learned 
men, and honour’d by the emperor’s oy/n approba¬ 
tion, were greedily received by every body. Some 
lik’d them, becaufe they deftroy’d all forts of religion, 
and thefe make up the greatefh number of this fed!. 
Others approv'd of them, becaufe the religion which 
they contain’d was fo very little, that it coft them no 
pains nor trouble tppradlifeit, and thus was the fed: 
of the learned form’d, of whom one may juftly fay, 
they honour God with their mouth and with their 
lips, for they often fay, that we muft adore and obey 
Heaven *, but their hearts are diflant from him, fee¬ 
ing they explain' thofe wrords in fuch a fort as deffroys 
the very being of God, and hides all fenfeof religion. 

Thus this people, fo wife heretofore, fo full of 
knowledge, and (if I may ufe the expreffion) of the 
fpirit of God, are now in thefe lafl days miferably 
fallen into fuperflition, magick, paganifm ; and 
Jaftly, into atheifm itfelf, falling by degrees, flory 
by flory, till they come to the very bottom of the 
building ; becoming thereby enemies to that reafon 
which they had fo conftantly follow’d, and abomi¬ 
nable to that very nature to which they now give 
fuch high encomiums. 

This is, my lord, an account of the prefent hate of 
China, with refpect to the feveral religions there in ufe \ 
for, as for the political honours which they pay to Con¬ 
fucius, they are not divine worfhip, and the palaces, 
which are call’d by his name, are not temples, but 
houfes for learned men to affemble in. I was unwil¬ 
ling to particularize their ceremonies, their opinions^ 
and their morals , befdes that it would be tedious and 
endlefs, it is very difficult to give a certain account 
of them ; becaufe the Bonzes do every day invent 
new wffiimfes, and, if they can but live at other 
©ther people’s charge by abuiing them3 they do not 
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value whether they exaétly follow the doctrine of 
their predeceftors, which is in effedl neither better 
nor freer from abfurdities than their own. 

Nothing now remains, but that I give your emi¬ 
nence an account to which of thefe feéts, which di¬ 
vide the kingdom, the emperor is moft inclinable. 
This prince, who is naturally wife and politick, has 
always kept in with the people. As he is upon a 
throne which the lead blaft may (hake, he endea¬ 
vours, as much as he can, to ftrengthen it by his 
people’s love-, he is fo far from provoking them, that 
he makes himfelf very popular, yet not to fuch a 
degree as his father did, left he fhould bring upon 
himfelf the Mandarines hatred; yet much more than 
did the ancient emperors, to the end, that he may 
as much as poftible fweeten that yoke, which a new 
government has put on their fhoulders. 

He does therefore permit, or rather tolerate fuper- 
ftition ; he pays a great deal of refpeét to feveral 
Bonzes of the firft rank, who have behaved them- 
felves well in any of the provinces, or at court ; 
nay, he does his own temper that violence as to let 
fome of them live in his palace, thofe whom the 
princefs his mother had before brought and eftablifh’d 
there : but, tho* he thus favours their perfons, he is 
no ftave to their opinions. He perfectly underftands 
the folly of them, and does upon feveral occafions 
laugh at thofe things which they enjoin for principles 
of religion, as extravagancies and fables. He often 
fends thofe who fpeak to him ot them to the miftio- 
naries : Hear, fays he, thofe fathers who reafon fo 
well, I am fure they will not he of your mind. One 
day he faid to father Verbieft, his mathematician. 
Why do not you fpeak of God as we do ? People would 
he lefs fet againft your religion. You call him lien- 
(chu and we call him Cham-ti. Is it not the fame 
thing ? Will you leave the uje of a good word hecaufe 
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people give falfe interpretations of it ? My lord, faid 
the father, I know that your majefiy does follow 
the old doïïrine of China, which feveral do hi or s 
have forfaken : and, if we fhould ufe their words, they 
would fancy we believe as they believe \ but if your 
majefiy will by a proclamation publickly declare that 
the word Cbam-ti fignifies the fame in ejfehl, that the 
chrftians mean by Tien-tchu, we are ready to make ufe 
of any one of them as foon as the other. He liked 
the father’s anfwer, but reafons of frate hinder’d 
him from following his advice. 

When the queen-mother was dead, thole, who 
had the care o f the funeral committed to them, in¬ 
formed the prince that it was necefiary, according 
to ancient cuilom, to pull down part of the palace- 
wall, that the body might be carried thro* the breach ; 
becaufe that the royal family would be expofed to a 
great many misfortunes, if the body was carried thro- 
the ordinary paffages. You do not talk rationally, faid 
the emperor to them, your heads are full of whimfies. 
Y/hat folly is it to think my good or bad fortune depends 
upon the way by which my mother goes to her tomb ; 
Jt was my unhappinefs to lofe her, and to fear any mifi 
fortune, after fo great a lofs, would be to difhonour her 
after her death, by fuperfi it ions rites and ridiculous ce¬ 
remonies. Some time after feveral maids of honour to 
the emprefs came and fell at the emperor’s feet, and 
begg’d v/ith tears, that he would fuffer them, who 
had fer v’d the emprefs here, to follow her into the 
other world, where their fervices might be needful 
to her. He faid to them : I have taken care of that 
already, you need not therefore put yourfelves to farther 
trouble about it. And, for fear led a cruel zeal might 
prompt them to lay violent hands on themfelves, he 
commanded their hair to be immediately cut off, and 
that they fhould be confin’d. When they are fhav’d, 
they fancy themfelves ufelefs, and unfit to ferve per- 
fons of quality in the other world. 

Thefe 



Religion of China. 345 

Thefe examples are enough to let us fee, that the 
emperor is very far from giving himfelf up to all 
thefe popular extravagancies. He honours Con¬ 
fucius as the firft and wifeft philofopher in the 
world -, in feveral things he follows cuftom, when 
he judges it much for his intereft -, at certain 
times of the year he offers facrifices in the temples, 
according to ancient praélice, yet he fays, it is 
only in honour of the Cham-ti, and that he a- 
dores no other but the fupreme Lord of the uni- 
verfe. Thus far the in fl: mêlions of the miftiona- 
ries have work’d upon him. He believes in one 
God, but ftate reafons, and the gratification of his 
pallions, which are oppofite to the fpirit of Jefus 
Chrift, have never differed him to open his eyes 
to the truth of the gofpel. The rigidnefs and 
feverity of morals, which this requires, oftentimes 
flops the moft refolute ; and we fee every day 
perfons in the world, who have a greatnefs ot 
foul enough to deferve the name of Heroes, who 
do yet want courage when they ought to behave 
themfelves as thofe who bear that of Chriftians. 

Neverthelefs, this prince would not have any 
one think that he rejeéls our religion for want of 
courage. He told his mind to father Verbieft 
one day in thefe words : Tour law is hard, yet, 
whatever difficulty was to he undergone, I Jhould not 
flick one minute to he of it, were I convinced of the 
truth of it. If I was once a chrift tan, I am pretty 
well fatisfied that in three or four years the whole 
empire would he fo too : For I am their mafter. 
We might have fome hopes from thefe fentiments 
of the prince, if we were not on the other fide 
perfuaded, that the love of pleafure, and the fear 
of giving occafion to fome revolution in the em¬ 
pire, were not almoft invincible hindrances to his 

converfion. 

But 
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But who can find out the Almighty’s defigns ? 

And who has hitherto penetrated into the myfte- 
ries of his eternal councils ? Are not the hearts of 
the greateft princes as well as of the meaneft 
people in his keeping ? it is from that Almighty 
hand that all our hopes are which has already 
confounded an infinite number of idols, and over¬ 
thrown many of their temples * it has made vice¬ 
roys, minifters of ftate, princes, and one emprefs 
Submit to the yoke of chriftianity. The more 
the conversion of the emperor requires miracles, 
the more worthy it is of the great power and in¬ 
finite goodnefs of God, who is called Great for 
no other reafon than for the great and mighty 
things which he hath done. 

Thus, my lord, if Europe continues to fend 
into China fervent and devout miffionaries, we 
may hope, that God will vouchfafe to make ufe 
of their zeal for the accomplishment of this great 
work. I am, in the moSt profound manner, 

My Lord, 
Tour Eminence's moft obedient 

and moft humble Servant, 
L. T. 

L E T- 
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LETTER XL 

7o Monfieur Rouillié, Counfellor of State in 
Ordinary. 

Of the Eftabiifhment and Progrefs of the Ohriftian 
Religion in China. 

»5Vr, THE ardent zeal, which you have always fhew- 
ed towards eftablifhing and promoting the 

chriftian religion in China, makes me hope, that 
you will be pleafed with the letter which I now 
take the boldnefs to write to you. You will not 
only read therein thofe things which I have al¬ 
ready had the honour to difcourle with you fo 
often about, but alfo many other ufeful remarks, 
which I hope may be v/orthy your curiofity and 
attention. 

It will, without doubt, bring you a great deal 
of comfort, by fhewing you, that your care, your 
prayers, and your bounty have been feconded by 
Heaven *, and that, in contributing fo much1 as you 
have done to the converfion of fo many fouls, you 
will at the end of the world be accounted a father 
of many faithful. 

But, in fpite of all that I can fay, you will 
not be made fenfible of the great good you do 
there, for it is with the greateft difficulty that 
you are brought to believe you do good : you 
will at lead: fee, that the fervent miffionaries, 
who for more than an age have laboured in the 
large field of the gofpel, are not altogether un¬ 
worthy their employment ; and that the fruits, 
which they gather there, ffiould be an encourage¬ 
ment to all Europe, to perfect this great work, 
which by them has been fo happily begun. 

Among 
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Among other things which the emperor objected 
againft us, when difcourfing of the chriftian religi¬ 
on, this was none of the weakeft. If the know¬ 
ledge of Jefus Chrift, fays he fometimes, is ne- 
ceffary for falvation, and if God defires the falva- 
tion of all men, why has he fo long kept us in 
ignorance and error ? It is now above fixteen ages 
fince your religion, the only way men have to ob¬ 
tain falvation, has been eftablifhed in the world j 
we knew nothing of it here. Is China fo incon- 
fiderable as not to deferve to be thought of, while 
fo many barbarous nations have been enlightened ? 

The miffionaries have very folidly anfwered this 
objection, and that with fo good a face of reafon, as 
did give ample fatisfadtion to the emperor. I do not 
here tell yon, fir, their anfwer ; you do yourfelf 
know all that could be poflibly faid thereto. But 
perhaps it will not be tedious to you to let you 
know, that China has not been fo much neglected 
as it thinks. We cannot inform ourfelves of all 
that has paffed in this new world fince the death 
of our Saviour ; for the Chinefe hiftories feldom 
fpeak of any thing but what concerns political 
government : yet the Divine Providence would 
be fufficiently juftifiecj. in this point, if it had a di¬ 
ed for the falvation of China no more than has 
come to our knowledge. 

There is no doubt but St. Thomas preached the 
true faith in the Indies, and it is as certain, that 
the Indians had then great dealings with the Chinefe, 
to whom almoft all India was tributary. It is 
therefore very probable, that this apoftle, to whom 
the care of this new world was committed, did not 
negledt the beft part of it, which was then as much 
diftinguifhed above the reft of the eaftern part, as 
Italy was above the weftern in the moft flou- 
in g condition of the Roman empire ; fo that per¬ 
haps he himfelf travelled there, or at left fent fome 

pf his followers, Tfe 
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This conjecture which carries its own evidence 

with it, does (till receive confirmation, from what 
the Chinefe hiftories relate concerning thofe times. 
Their hiftory fays, that a man came into China and 
preached heavenly doCtrine. He was not an ordinary 
man, adds the hiftory, his life, his miracles, and his 
virtues made him admired by all the world. Fur¬ 
thermore, one may read in an ancient breviary of 
the church of Malabar, wrote in Chaldee, thefe 
words, which are in the office for St. Thomas’s day. 
It was by St. ‘Thomas's means, that the Chinefe and 
jEthiopians were converted and came to the know¬ 
ledge of the truth. And in another place. It was by 
St. Thomas, that is to fay, by the preaching of St. Tho¬ 
mas , that the kingdom of heaven went into the empire of 
China. And in an anthem we read thefe words which 
follow : The Indies, China, Perjia, &c. offer up, in 
memory of St. Thomas, the worfhip due to thy holy 
name. We cannot tell what con ver lions he wrought 
there, nor how long religion flourifhed ; but this 
is certain, that, if religion hath not been kept up 
in China till now, the Chinefe may thank them- 
felves, who, by a criminal negleCt and voluntary 
ftubbornnefs, did fo eafily part with the gift of God. 

Neither is this the only time wherein our Lord 
hath vifited them. A great while after, that is, in 
the feventh century, a catholick patriarch of the 
Indies fent miffionaries thither, who preached the 
true religion with good fuccefs. Altho’ their hifto¬ 
ry hath mentioned fomething of this, yet it is done 
in fo few words, and in fo carelefs and obfeure a 
manner, that we fhould never have had the hap- 
pinefs of being thoroughly acquainted with this 
miffion, were it not for an accident which hap¬ 
pened a few years ago, which it pleafed God 
to bring about, for the ftronger eftablifhing the 

faith in this great empire. 

In 
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In the year 1625, fome mafons digging near Sir 
gan, the capital of the province of Xenfi, found 
a long table of marble which had been heretofore 
ereCted as a monument in the manner they build 
them in China* and which time had buried in the 
ruins of fome building, or had hid in the ground, 
fo that no remains of it were vifibje. This {tone* 
which was ten feet long and fix feet broad, was 
very nicely examined *, the more for this reafon, be- 
caufe on the top of it there was a large crofs 
handfomely engraved, below which, was a long 
difcourfe in Chinefe characters, and other letters 
which the Chinefe did not undefftand -, they were 
Syriac characters. The emperor had notice of it* 
and had a copy of it fent him, and did command* 
that the monument fhould be carefully kept in 
a Pagode *, where it now is, about a mile from 
Sigan. The fubftance of the infcription on the 
table is as follows : 

c There is a firft principle of all things, of a 
4 fpirituai and intelligent nature* who created all 
4 things out of nothing, and who. fubfifts in three 
4 perfons. At man’s creation, he endued him with 
4 original juftice, made him king of the univerfe, 
4 and maiter of his own paflions *, but the devil, 
4 drawing him into temptation, corrupted his mind, 
4 and disturbed the inward peace and innocence of 
4 his heart. Hence fprang all thofe misfortunes 
4 which overwhelm human kind, and all thofe dif- 
4 ferent factions into which we are crumbled. 

4 Mankind, who fince that fatal fall did always 
4 walk in darknefs, would never have found out 
4 the path of truth, if one of thefe three perfons 
4 of the Divinity had not taken upon him the 
4 nature of man, which man, we call the Meffia. 
4 An angel proclaimed his coming, and fome time 
4 after he was born of a virgin in Judea. This mi- 

4 raculous 
f An idol's tempk) 
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c raculous birth was fet forth by a new ftar in 
4 the heavens. Some kings, who obferved the ftar, 
4 came and offered prefents to the Divine Infant, 
4 that fo the law and predictions of the twenty 
4 four prophets might be accomplifhed. 

4 He governed the world, by inftituting a very 
4 plain, fpiritual, and heavenly law. He eftablifh’d 
4 eight beatitudes. He endeavoured to diffuade 
4 men from fetting their hearts on the good things 
4 of this world, in order to fix in them a love of 
4 thofe good things which will never fail. He 
4 fet forth the beautifulnefs of the three principal 
4 virtues. He fet open the gates of heaven to the 
4 juft, to which place he himfelf afcended at mid- 
4 day, leaving on earth twenty-feven books of his 
4 doCtrine, proper for the converfion of the world. 

He inftituted baptifm for the waffling away fin, 
4 and laid down his life on the crofs for all men 
4 without exception. His minifters cut not off 
4 their beards, but have their heads ftiaved, ex- 
4 cepting a circle of hair which they leave on. 
4 They have no fervants, for they make them- 
4 felves fuperior to none, whether in the height 
4 of profperity, or in the depth of affliction. In- 
4 ftead of heaping up riches, they willingly impart 
4 their little all to thofe who are in want. They 
4 faft, both for mortification of themfelves, and 
4 in obfervance of the laws. They reverence their 
4 fuperiors, and honour all good men. They pray 
4 feven times a day for the dead and the living. 
4 They offer facrifice every week to purge them 
4 from their fins, and to purify their hearts. 

4 Even kings, who follow not this law, what- 
4 foever they do, can never make themfelves truly 
4 eftimable among men. In the reign of I ai-tçoum, 
4 a moft wife and honoured prince, Olopoüen 
4 coming from Judea, after a long courfe ot 
4 dangers by fea and land, at laft arrived at Chipa 
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4 in the year of our Lord 636. The emperor, 
4 having notice of it, fent a Colao to meet him 
4 in the fuburbs of the imperial city, with orders 
4 to condud him to the palace. When he came 
4 there, his law was examined, and the truth of 
4 it acknowledged; fo that the emperor, in favour of 
c him, made the following edid. 

4 No particular name comprehends the true law, 
4 neither are the faints fixed to one place ; they 
4 are fcattered thro’ the whole world, that they 
4 may be univerfally ufeful. A man of Judea, of 
4 exemplary virtue, is arrived at our court : we 
4 have examined his dodrine, and found it admi- 
4 rable, with no mixture of pride, and built upon 
4 thofe principles which fuppofe the world had a 
4 beginning. This law teaches the way of falva- 
4 tion, and cannot but be extremely ufeful to all 
4 our fubjeds. I therefore judge it necefiary, that 
4 it be taught them. Afterwards, he commanded 
4 that a church fhould be built, and nominated 
4 one and twenty perfons to ferve that cure. 

4 Kao, the fon of Tai-çoum, fucceeded him in 
4 the year 651, and endeavoured to make that re- 
4 ligion flourifh which his father had received. He 
4 highly honoured the bifhop of Olopoüen, and 
4 built in all the provinces churches for the true 
4 God ; fo that the Bonzes fome years after, be- 
4 in g alarmed at the progrefs which chriftianity 
4 had made, ufed all means to ftop the courfe of it. 

4 The perfecution was great, and the number 
4 of the faithful grew fmali, when our Lord raifed 
9 up two perfons of extraordinary zeal, who de- 
4 fended the faith with fo much vigour, that in 
4 a little time it recovered its former luftre. The 
0 emperor on his part ftrove to confirm it more 
4 and more ; even fo far, as to command five 
4 kings to go to church, and proftrate themfelves 
4 before the altar, and to ered other churches in 

4 feveral 
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4 feveral towns to the honour of the God of the chri- 
c ftians. Thus the foundation, diook by the ftrug- 
4 gle which the Bonzes made, became more folid and 
4 better fixed than ever. 

4 In the mean while the prince himfelf continued 
4 to give great figtis of his piety ; he made the pic- 
4 tures of his predeceffors be carried to church ; he 
4 offered himfelf an hundred pieces of filk upon the 
c altars ; paid mighty refpeft to Ki-ho, a miffo- 
4 nary newly arrived out of Judea, and all his life- 
c time omitted nothing that was neccffary for the pro- 
4 pagating the gofpel in his dominions. Venmin, 
4 who lucceeded him in the year 757, inherited his 
4 virtue as well as crown. He built five churches. 
4 He was famous for his other greater qualities as well 
4 as for his care of religion. 

4 The following emperors confirmed chridianity 
4 by their edifts and examples. We can pray for 
4 them without fearing that our prayers will not be 
4 heard, for they were humble and peaceable ; they 
4 bore with the faults of their neighbours ; and did 
4 good to all forts of men. Which is the true cha- 
4 rafter of chridianity, and is the true way to make 
4 peace and plenty flow into the greated kingdoms. 

4 Others of them were exercifed in the works of 
4 the brighted charity. The emperor So-tçoum *t>f- 
4 fered at the altar, and built churches ; befides he 
4 aflembled together the prieds of four churches, 
4 and for forty days ferved them himfelf with great 
4 refpeft -, he fed the poor, cloathed the naked, 
4 healed the fick, and buried the dead. It is to keep 
4 up the memory of their great aftions, and to let 
4 poderity know the prefent date of the chridian re- 
4 ligion here, that we have erefted this monument in 

4 the year 782. 
This, fir, is a faithful epitome of what is remark¬ 

able in this famous remain of Chinefe antiquity. 1 he 
Bonzes, who keep it in one of their temples near Si- 

A a gan. 
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gan, have ereéted, over-againft it, a long table of 
marble every way like it, with encomiums upon the 
gods of the country, to diminifh as much as they can 
the glory which the chriftian religion receives from 
thence. The chronicle of China confirms, by the 
order and fucceflion of the emperors, what the mo¬ 
nument fays of it -, but I am apt to think, that the 
virtues of thofe emperors mentioned therein are ex¬ 
alted too much, fome of whom, in hiftory, are faid to 
have done as much for paganifm, as this fays they 
did for chriftianity. However that be, it is a plain 
teftimony, that the faith was preached there, and re¬ 
ceived by a great many perfons. It flourifhed there 
at lead: an hundred fourfcore and fix years, and per¬ 
haps much longer, for we have no account of its fai¬ 
lure, for the very memory of it was loft*, and, when 
the new miflionaries of our fociety came thither, 
they found no f gn or footftep of it. 

It was in the year 1552, that faint Xavier went 
thither in hopes to add this new conqueft to the king¬ 
dom of Jeius Chrift. It feemed that great man 
had made but an ettày in the Indies, and, if I may ufe 
the expreflion, had but ferved an apprenticefiiip to 
that zeal, which he would be perfect matter of in 
China. And iurely Mofes never had a more ardent 
defire to enter into the Holy Land, to gather with 
his people the temporal riches of that country, than 
this apoftle longed to carry into this new world the 
the treafures of the gofpel. Both one and t’other 
died by the providence of God, in a time when their 
long voyages and infinite labours feemed anfwered by 
a great probability of fuccefs. 

The feripture tells us, Mofes’s death was a punitti- 
ment to him for his lack of faith ; St. Xavier’s feems 
to be a reward for the abundance of his. God had a 
mind to reward his zeal, his labours, and his cha¬ 
rity * and was willing to defer, for a time, that tor¬ 
rent of mercy, which he defigned for the empire of 

China, 
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China, that he rpight reward his fervant with that 
glory, which he'had procured for fo many nations. 
He died in the ifle of Sancheu, or as we fpeak it, 
Sancian, under the jurisdiction of the province of 
Canton -, it is well known, that he lay in the ground 
Several months, all which time God preferved him 
from the ufual corruption ^ from hence he was]carried 
to Goa, where, from that time, he hath been ho¬ 
noured as the proteClor of that place, and the apoftle 
of the Eaft. 

The touch of his body confecrated the place of 
his burial. That ifland became not only a famous 
place, but alio an Holy Land. Even the heathen 
honoured it, and fled thither, as to a city of refuge. 
In the mean time pirates haunted thofe coafts, that 
no veflels dared to go thereabouts -, fo that the place, 
where this facred tomb lay, was quite unknown to 
the Europeans -, and it is but a little while ago, that 
they difcovered it by a particular accident. 

In the year 1688, a Portuguefe veflèl which, com¬ 
ing from Goa, had on board the governor of Macao, 
was Seized by a Sudden guft of wind, and forced to 
let the fhip drive towards thefe iflands, do what they 
could. They eaft anchor between the ifles ol San- 
ciam and Lampacao, which were lo near one another, 
as to make a kind of haven. Contrary winds, con¬ 
tinuing eight days, gave father Caroccio a jefuit, who 
was on board, an opportunity of Satisfying his de¬ 
vout refolutions. He went on Shore, and wis re- 
folved, in Spite of danger, to go in Search of the 
faint’s tomb. The pilot and moil part of the Sai¬ 
lors followed him, and they Searched the whole ifland, 
but to no purpofe. 

At lad: a Chinefe, an inhabitant of the place, 
imagining with himfelf, what it was which they fo 
ardently fought after, undertook to guide them, and 
led them to a place which all the inhabitants reve¬ 
renced, and where he himfelf began to perform 

A a 2 a&ions 
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aétions and geftures of piety. The father, who 
could not underhand him, began to fearch about for 
fome fign or mark of the fepulchre, and found at laft 
a hone five cubits long, and three broad, upon which 
were cut thefe words in Latin, Portuguefe, Chinefe, 
and Japonnefe, Here Xavier, a man truly apqftolical, 
was buried. Then they all fell on their knees, and 
did with devotion kifs that earth, which the tears 
and the laft groans of that apoftle had fanélihed. 
The inhabitants of the place came in and followed 
the example of the Portuguefe : even the Englifh, 
for one of their veffels came to an anchor in the fame 
place, came thither to honour the faint, and prayed 
a great while at his tomb. Father Caroccio fome 
time after faid mafs in his Pontificalibus, while the 
two veflels, the Englifh and Portuguefe, did feveral 
times difeharge their artillery, and gave marks of 
their common joy, 

Laftly, 



of the Chrijhan Religion in China. 357 
Laftly, to preferve the memory of that holy 

place, they refolved to build a good fquare wall all 
round the tomb, and to dig a ditch to fecure it from 
all inundations. In the midft, between thefe walls, 
they raifed the ftone which they found overturned, 
and built an altar, as a memorial of the auguft facri- 
fice of the eucharift, which had been offered up 
there, which might alfo ferve to celebrate it upon 
again, if either accident or devotion fhould carry the 
mini Hers of Jefus Chrift thither any more. The 
people of the place did themfelves afîlfb towards the 
carrying on this little work, and fhewed as much 
zeal for the honour of the faint as the Chriflians did. 

This place is of itfelf very pleafant. You fee 
there a fmall plain extended from the bottom of a 
hill, on one fide of which is a wood, on the other 
are gardens cultivated -, a rivulet, which turns and 
twines about, renders the ifland very fertile. It is 
not uninhabited, as lome have wrote, there are feven- 
teen villages in it. The land is manured, even the 
very mountains i and the inhabitants are fo far from 
wanting the neceffaries of life, that the growth of 
their ifland is enough to carry on fuch commerce as 

• D * 

yields them a moderate plenty. 
You will eafily pardon me, fir, for this fnort di- 

greftion concerning St. Francis Xavier. A miflio- 
CD 

nary can’t fpeak of him, without being naturally in¬ 
clined to enlarge about every thing that concerns this 
great man. It was he, who fettled upon a iolid foun¬ 
dation all the millions into the Indies ; and who, in 
the la ft years of his life, encouraged his brethren to 
enterprize the great defign of the converfion or Chi¬ 
na. His zeal pafted into their minds and hearts i 
and, tho’ every body but Xavier thought it impofii- 
ble that the defign fhould take effeeft, the fathers 
Roger, Pafio, and Ricci, all three Italians, did re- 
folve to fpend all their pains, and, if it w'ere necei' 

fary, all their blood in this great work. 
The 
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The difficulties, which the devil raifed, did not 
difcourage them. They enter’d one after the other 
into the fouthern provinces. The novelty of their 
do&rine brought them auditors, and the fanétity of 
their lives made thofe auditors have a favourable 
opinion of them. At firft they heard them with 
pleafure, and afterwards with admiration. Father 
Ricci, above all, diftinguiffied himfelf by his zeal and 
under# andin g ; for he was thoroughly inftrudted 
in the cuftoms, the religion, laws, and ceremonies 
of the country, all which he had ftudied a long time 
before at Macao. He fpoke their language fluently, 
and underftood their writings perfectly ; this was 
joined to a fweet, eafy, complaifant temper, and a 
certain infinuating behaviour, which none but him¬ 
felf had, which it was hard to relift ; but above all, 
an ardour which the Holy Ghcft inftils into the 
workmen of the Lord’s harveft; all this, I fay, got 
him the repute of a great man and an apoftle. 

Not but that he met with a great many rubs in 
the work of God. The devil overthrew his deftgns 
more than once. He had the fuperftition of the 
people, the jealoufy of the Bonzes, and the ill hu¬ 
mour of the Mandarines to deal with ; all which vi¬ 
olently oppofed what he was about to eftablifh. Yet 
he never gave over; and God gave him perfeverance, 
a virtue very neceftary in the beginning fuch enter- 
prifes as thefe, which always meet with oppofttion, 
and which men of the beft intentions in the world 
fometimes let fall, difcouraged for want of prefent 
luccefs to fortify them in the profecution of their 
deftgn. 

Father Ricci, after many years fruitlefs labour, 
had, at laft, the comfort of feeing the gofpel flourifh. 
He made many and mighty converfions in the pro¬ 
vinces. The Mandarines themfelves opened their 
eyes to the light of our holy faith, which our mifti- 
onary carried even almoft as far as to the court. The 

emperor 
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emperor Vanli, then reigning, received him with great 
marks of refpetft and kindnefs -, and, among divers 
European curiofities, which the father prefented to 
him, he was fo taken with fome piétures of our Sa¬ 
viour and the Virgin Mary, that he ordered them to 
be fet up in an high place in his palace, as things to 
which he would have a refpetft fhewn. 

This kind welcome from the emperor gained him 
the good will of all the lords at court -, and, in fpite 
of the oppofition of fome magiftrates, who, accord¬ 
ing to their cuftom, could never deal handfomely by 
a ttranger, he bought an houfe at Pekin, and gained 
fuch a foundation and eftablifhment there, as hath 
been fince the fupport of all the millions into this 
empire. 

Religion was by this means known (and without it, 
it would have been impoflible to have fupported it ; ) 
thus it came into efteem, and was preached by the 
new miflionaries, who made great advantage of fa¬ 
ther Ricci’s firft labours. The court and all the pro¬ 
vinces refounded every where with that adorable 
name *, which the Jews heretofore, thro’ the refped: 
they bore to it, never fo much as pronounced to 
their profelites, and which the new-converted Chi- 
nefe named to their countrymen with a refpe<5t yet 
greater ; for the European workmen being but 
few, gave an opportunity to feveral Mandarines, to 
preach the gofpel, and thore were fome of them 
who by their zeal and underftanding promoted the 
affairs of religion as much as the moft fervent mifli- 
onaries. 

It is true, that thefe fucceffes were fome time after 
interrupted i for it is the character of truth, that it 
makes itfelf enemies, and the lot of the chriftian 
religion always to be perfecuted. Providence being 
defirous to try the fidelity of thefe new chriftians, 
and to re-inflame the zeal of their minifters, permit- 

* Jehovah. 
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ted the idol priefts to oppofe the preaching of the 
gofpel -, fo that it very near came to pafs, that a 
cabal of fome Bonzes, iupported by feveral Manda¬ 
rines, had, by the deft ruction cf father Ricci, over¬ 
thrown in one minute the work of feveral years. 

But the greateft danger to this holy man and his 
million came from h’s own brethren, I mean the Eu¬ 
ropean chriftians. Some Portuguefe of Macao, in- 
cenfed againft the jefuits, refolved to deftroy them 
in China, altho’ with them they deftroyed the chrif-* 
tian religion there. They could not but know 
what the holy intentions of thofe fathers were in 
going thither ; yet they accufed them as fpies, who, 
under pretence of preaching the gofpel, fecretly ma¬ 
naged a confpiracy, and had a deftgn to feize upon 
China by the force and aftiftance of the Japonnefe, 
Hollanders, and chriftians of that country. 

It mull: needs be a great amazement to any one, 
who obferves the rage and bitternefs of thefe falfe 
brethren, who, altho’ engaged by their religion to 
propagate the work of God even with the lofs of 
their lives, were yet refolved to deftroy it by fuch 
vile and falfe afperftons. 

This ridiculous ftcry, which was fet forth with 
heat and violence, and built upon fome circumftances 
which carried fome fhow of truth, eaftly found credit 
among the Chinefe, naturally exceftively fufpicious, 
and very well fatisfied by a long experience, that the 
leaft commotions or rebellion might bring the moft 
powerful empires to ruin. 

The persecution was very fharp, the weak chri¬ 
ftians were icandalized, and did apoftatize from the 
faith. Father Martinez was taken up, imprifoned, 
and baftinado’d, till at length he died thro’ his tor¬ 
ments : and, if this accufation of the chriftians had 
ever came to the knowledge of the court, it is very 
probable it would have been the utter overthrow of 
chriftianity here. But our Lord ftopp’d the grow- 



of the Chrijlian Religion in China. 36 r 

ing evil in its bud, and, by the means of a Manda- 
darine, a particular friend of father Ricci, gave peace 
to the miffion, and liberty to the evangelical work¬ 
men. 

After having furmounted a great many obftacles of 
this nature, and preached the gofpel to an infinite 
number of people, this fervent miflionary died. 
The heathens judged him the wifeft and moft under¬ 
standing man of his age -, the chriftians loved him as 
their father, and the preachers of the gofpel made 
him a model whereby to form themfelves. He had 
the fatisfattion of dying in the midft of a plentiful, 
harveft, but was disturbed, that there were fo few 
workmen to get it in -, fo that he recommended no¬ 
thing more earnestly to his brethren, who afiiSted 
him in his laft ficknefs, than to receive with all ima¬ 
ginable joy and comfort all thofe who fhould come 
to partake of their labours : If they find, fays he to 
them, when they arrive here, crojjes from the enemies 
of chriftianity, do you [wee ten the hit ter nefs of them, 
by demonftrations of the mofl tender friendfkip, and 
mrfi inflamed charity. 

The churches of China, of which he was the 
main Support, were Shaken by his fall ; for altho’ the 
emperor tor fome years afterwards Shewed himfelf 

1 J m 

fomewhat favourable to the chriftian religion, yet, in 
1615, there arofe againft it the cruelleSt tempefi: that 
it had ever yet Suffered. It was occafioned by one 
of the principal Mandarines of Nankim *. They 
chiefly fet upon the paftors, thereby the eafier to 
difperfe the flock. Some were cruelly beaten, others 
banifhed, almofi: all imprifoned, and carried after¬ 
wards to Macao, after having the honour of Suffer¬ 
ing a thoufand injuries and reproaches for the love of 

Jefus Chrift. 
The tempeft lafted near fix years ^ but at laft the 

perfecutor, being himfelf accufed, was, by God’s 

* Cbinkia. 
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judgment, deprived both of his offices and alfo of his 
life. His death gave the chriftians fome refpite, 
who, after that, multiplied more than ever, thro* 
the labours of a great many miffionaries. It was 
about this time *f, that the right reverend fathers of 
the order of St. Dominick joined with us ; many of 
whom do at this time labour in China with a great 
deal of zeal and fuccefs. 

About this time father Adam Schaal, a German, 
appeared at court, and added a new luftre to chriftia- 
nity, which had but newly fprang up again. He 
was perfectly {killed in mathematicks, and made ufe 
of his knowledge therein to obtain the emperor’s 
kindnefs ; he was, in a little time, fo highly in the 
emperor’s favour, that he thought he fhould be able, 
by his own intereft alone, to eftablifh the chriftian 
religion folidly. He began to make ufe of his inte¬ 
reft with good fuccefs, when an infurrecftion over¬ 
turned the whole government, and with it all his 
promifing hopes. 

This great ftate, whofe power feemed to be 
enough to fecure it from the mod violent ffiock 
whatever, was made fenhble then, that there is no¬ 
thing conftant in this world. Some robbers being 
met together, by the accefs of multitudes of male- 
contents, who joined them, formed vaft armies : 
they burned towns, and plundered whole provinces. 
China prefently changed its afpeft, and, from the 
moft flouriftung empire, became the ftage for the 
moft bloody war. Never were there feen fo many 
murthers and barbarities. The emperor, being fur- 
prifed at Pekin, ftrangled himfelf for fear of falling 
into the hands of the vkdors. The ufurper was 
foon drove out of the throne by the Tartars, who 
feiz’d upon it. The princes of the blood, who in 
different places weré proclaimed emperors, were van- 
quifhed or killed. Then all the Mandarines rofe, 

t 1631, 

fome 
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iome declaring for Tartary, others for liberty : 
others only carried on the fighting trade, in hopes 
to make their private fortunes from the publick ruin. 

Some of thofe laft were rather monfters than men, 
who giving themfelves to all that licentioufnefs, which 
the moft inhuman cruelty and barbarity could prompt 
them to, made whole provinces defolate, and fhed 
more blood to fatisfy their brutality, than the moft 
ambitious prince in the world would for the conqueft 
of an empire. 

Religion, which groaned amid ft thofe troubles, 
had the comfort neverthelefs of feeing many great 
perfons converted ; one emprefs with her foil were 
baptifed ; fcarce either of them lived after their re¬ 
ception of the faith, the fruits of which they could 
not enjoy but in the other world. Laftly, the Tai% 
tars by their valour, and by a conduct equal to the 
policy of ancient Rome, made themfelves mafters of 
China, and, in a few years, obliged all the provinces 
to fubmit to a foreign yoke. 

Then we thought religion’s cafe defperate ; but 
God, who needs not the aftiftance of men, when he 
hath a mind to fupport his own work, infpired on a 
hidden this new prince with a greater afFedtion-for the 
chriftian religion, than we dared hope for from the 
Chinefe emperors. He not only took away the 
government of the mathematicks from the Maho¬ 
metans, which they had poftefTed for 300 years, and 
gave it to father Adam -, but by a fpecial privilege 
he fuffered that father to apply himfelf to him im¬ 
mediately in all things, which concerned the mifiio- 
naries, without firft pafting thro’ the formalities of 
the courts of juftice, who are very fevere to ft ran¬ 
gers. This fignal favour, joined with many others, 
raifed up the courage of the chriftians, and gave the 
heathens greater liberty to clofe with the true reli¬ 
gion. Many perfons ot the beft quality at Pekin 
defired baptifm} the provinces follow’d the example 
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of the court, and the harved became fo plentiful, 
that the workmen were too few to gather it in. 

Thofe, who were employed therein, laboured with 
fuch an hearty zeal, that we do at this prefent feel 
the effects of it. There were found perfons of emi¬ 
nent virtue, prudence, and under (landing, whom God 
had formed during the troubles and civil wars, and 
which the Spirit of the Almighty drew out of the 
chaos, like fo many liars, to (bed forth the light of 
the gofpel, unto the mod hidden parts of this vad 
empire, accompanying their preaching with figns 
and wonders. 

Among thofe extraordinary men, father Faber, a 
Frenchman, didinguifhed himlelf above the red. 
I had the happinefs to tarry fome time in that pro¬ 
vince, which was allotted to his care ; and I have, 
after fo many years, found the precious remains there, 
which are the necedary confequences of holinefs. 
Thofe, who were witnefles of his acdicns, tell to 
their children the miracles which he wrought to con¬ 
firm them in their faith ; and, altho5 one need not be¬ 
lieve all which they relate of him, we cannct never- 
thelefs deny, that God did in many occafions give 
an extraordinary concurrence in feveral great things 
which he enterprifed for his glory. 

It is worth knowing alter what manner he founded 
the million of Hanchum, a town of the fird rank in 
Xenli, two days journey didant from the capital. He 
was invited thither by a Mandarine, and a fmall num¬ 
ber of chridians, which he found there, made him the 
more laborious to increafe their number. God put into 
his hands a means of doing this which he never ex¬ 
pected. One of the great boroughs, which in China 
are as bigas the towns, was then over-run by a pro¬ 
digious multitude of locuds, which eat up all the 
leaves of the trees, and gnawed the grafs to the very 
roots. 

The 
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The inhabitants, after having ufed all imaginable 
means, thought fit to apply themfelves to father 
Faber, whofe repute was every where talked of. The 
father took from thence an occafion to explain the 
principal myfteries of our faith ; and added, that, if 
they would fubmit themfelves thereto, they fhould 
not only be delivered from the prefent plague, but 
that alfo they fhould obtain innumerable bleffings, 
and eternal happinefs. They embraced it willingly, 
and the father, to keep his word with them, marched 
in ceremony into the highways, in his ftole and his 
furplice -, and fprinkled up and down holy water, 
accompanying his adtion with the prayers of the 
church, but efpecially with a lively faith. God heard 
the voice of his fervant, and the next day all the 
infedts difappeared. 

But the people, whofe minds were wholly bent 
upon the things of this world, as foon as they faw 
themfelves delivered, negledled the counfel which 
the miffionary had given them. They were there¬ 
fore immediately punifhed, and the plague grew 
worfe than it was before. Then they accufed one the 
other of their want of faith ; they ran in crowds to 
the father’s houfe, and cafting themfelves at his feet : 
We will not rife up, father, laid they, till you have 
pardoned us. We confefs our fault, and proteft, 
that, if you will a fécond time deliver us from this 
afflidtion with which Heaven threatens us, the whole 
borough will immediately acknowledge your God, 
who alone can work fuch great miracles. 

The father, to increafe their faith, made them beg 
a great while. At laft, infpired as before, he fent up 
his prayer, and fprinkled his holy-water, and by the 
next day there was not an itifedb to be found in the 
fields. Then the whole borough, being brought over 
to the truth, followed the guidance of God’s holy 
Spirit -, they were all inftru&ed and formed into a 
church, which, tho’ it was abandoned for lome years, 

is 
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is ftill reckoned one of the devouteft miflions in 

China. 
They fay alfo of this father, that he has been car¬ 

ried over rivers thro’ the air, that they have feen 
him in an extafy, that he foretold his own death, 
and did feveral other fuch wonders -, but the greateft 
miracle of all was his life, which he fpent in the con¬ 
tinual exercife of all the apoftolical virtues, in a pro¬ 
found humility, in a fevere mortification, in a fettled 
patience, proof againft all forts of injuries, in a flam¬ 
ing charity, and a tender devotion to the Mother 
of God, all which he pradtifed to his death ; to 
the edification, and, I may fay, the admiration even 
of the idolaters. 

While chriftianity fpread its root deep through¬ 
out the provinces, it flourilhed every day more and 
more at Pekin ; the emperor did not feem far from 
it. He came often to our church, and did there 
adore the divine Majefty in fuch an humble man¬ 
ner, as would have been commendable in a chri- 
ftian. There are ftill writings from his own hand, 
wherein he acknowledges the beauty and the purity 
of our holy law ; but a heart fet upon fenfual pleafures 
can never follow the diredtions of the Spirit. When 
father Adam has been prefling upon him : You are, 
faid he, in the right \ hut how can you expert that any 
one Jhould he able to praffife all thefe laws ? 'Take away 
two or three of the difficult eft, and, after that, perhaps 
we may agree to the reft. Thus this young prince, di¬ 
vided between the voice of human nature and grace, 
thought, that we might favour nature at the expence 
of religion -, but the father gave him to underftand, 
that we were only the publifhers, not the authors of 
the gofpel. Neverthelefs, my lord, fays the father 
to him one day, tho’ we propofe to the corrupt world 
a body of morals, which furpafs their forces to com¬ 
ply with, and myfteries which are above their reafon 
to comprehend, we do not from thence defpair to 

have 
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have our doctrine received -, becaufe we do it by his 
order, who can enlighten the mod darkened under- 
ftanding, and ftrengthen the mod weak nature. 

Thefe difficulties, which the emperor look’d upon 
as infuperable, did not take any thing from that kind- 
nefs and refpeét which he bore to father Adam. He 
always called him his father, placed always his confi¬ 
dence in him : he made him twenty vifits in Ttwo 
vears -, and gave him leave to build two churches in 
Pekin *, and ordered thofe, which in the perfecution 
had been demolifh’d in the provinces, to be rebuilt v 
nay, granted him whatever could any ways contri¬ 
bute towards the folid eftablifhmentof the faith, which 
without doubt would have made an infinite progrefs, 
had not a violent paffion changed the temper of that 
prince, and took him away from us at a time when we 
had the moft need of aproteftion: we may juftly fay, 
that his death was owing to an extraordinary grief for 
the lofs of a concubine. This woman, whom he had 
taken from her hufband, inclined him to the worffiip 
of falfe gods, to that excefs, that he was wholly al¬ 
tered from what he was before, as to his opinions of 
religion. And at that time it was, that he fell fick, 
his mind being full of notions from the Bonzes, who 
fwarmed in his palace, and being vehemently tor¬ 
mented by his paffion, fo that he could not get a 
moment’s reft. In the mean while, as he loved the 
father extremely, fo was he defirous to fee him once 
more before he died. 

At this laft meeting the good miffionary’s bowels 
yern’d upon him. He was kneeling at the prince’s 
bed’s-feet, whom he had educated as his own fon, in 
hopes one day to make him head of the true religion. 
He faw him there under the load of a violent diftem- 
per, disturbed with the impure defires of unlawful 
love, given up to idols and their priefts, juft upon the 
brink of death, and that death an eternal one. The 
emperor, who faw him in this concern, would not let 
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him fpeak upon his knees ; but raifed him up, and 
heard his laft advice with fomewhat lefs prejudice 
againft it than ufual ; ordered him afterwards a pre- 
fent of tea, and difmiffed him with fucli marks of 
tendernefs as touched him to the bottom of his foul, 
of which he was the more fenfible, becaufe he never 
could bring it about, to work in him a true converfion. 

His death was equally fatal to the Bonzes, who 
were thereupon driven from the palace, and to the 
true religion, which was thereby brought within a 
nail’s breadth of deftrutftion. Many churches built 
upon the coafts of the maritime provinces were de- 
ftroyed, by an edid: which commanded, that every 
body on the coafts fhould retire ten or eleven miles 
within land, and deftroy all habitations within that 
compafs all round the coafts, becaufe a famous pirate 
made ufe of them in carrying on a war againft the 
emperor. They were alfo juft going to ruin Macao, 
and order was given to drive the Portuguefe thence, 
when father Adam ufed his utmoft effort to fave it. 
At this time all his credit and intereft, which he had 
employed fo much to the advantage of religion, end¬ 
ed ; for, in a little time, he became the objeeft of the 
moft bloody perfecution that ever the church buffered. 

The four Mandarines, who had the regency during 
the emperor’s minority, moved upon different topicks, 
and efpecially animated againft the chriftians, to whom 
this father was the main fupport, put him and three 
of his companions into prifon. Other preachers of 
the gofpel were fummoned to Pekin, who met with 
the fame treatment, and were loaded each with nine 
chains. They burned their books, their beads, and 
medals, and whatever elfe carried the face of religion; 
neverthelefs they fpared the churches ; as for the 
chriftian flock, they met with a more mild ufage. 

Thoie famous confeffors had the honour to be 
dragged before all the feats of judgment. There it 

was. 
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was that their enemies did admire their courage. 
But they were above all moved by the miferable 
condition of father Adam.. That venefable old man, 
V/ho but a day or two before, was the oracle of the 
court, and the favourite of a great emperor, now 
appeared in the form of a (lave, loaded with chains,’ 
and opprefled with infirmities, deje&ed by the weight 
and burthen of age, but much more by that of ca¬ 

lumny which labour’d to ble.mifh his innocence. He 
had a fort of catarrh which hinder’d him from 
making his defence -, but father Verbieft forlook him 
not, and anfwered for him, to his enemies, in fa 
fenfible a manner* that the judges could not enough 
admire the conftancy of the p'erfon acçufed, nor the 
heroical charity of the perfon who defended him. 
However, as innocent as he was, he was condemned 
to be firangled, which is in China an honourable kind 
of death -, but afterwards, as tho’ they repented that 
they had not been unjuft enough, they repealed the 
fentence, and gave another, wherein the father was 
condemned to be publickly expofed in the market¬ 
place, and be hacked alive into ten thoufand pieces. 

The fupreme court fent the fentence to the re¬ 
gency, and to the princes of the blood, to have it 
confirmed *, but God, who had till then feemed to 
have relinquifhed his fervant, began to fpeak in fa¬ 
vour of his caufe by a terrible earthquake. The 
whole land was confounded at this prodigy. Every 
body exclaimed that Heaven itfelf would punifhthe 
injuftice of the magiftrates, who therefore, to apeafe 
the people, opened all the prifons in the town, and 
made an aét of oblivion for all criminals, excepting 
the confeffors of Jefus Chrift, who were ftill kept 
in chains, as tho’ they had been the only vuftims tor 
whom Heaven had no concern. 

But becaufe there appeared divers prodigies, and in 
particular fire confumed great part of the court ot 
juft ice, at laft fear obtained that from thefe unrighteous 

B b judges, 
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judges, which innocence could not. They fet father 
Adam at liberty, and permitted him to go home to 
his houfe, till the emperor fhould otherwife difpofe of 
him. This great man blemifh’d, indeed to outward 

-appearance, by an ignominious fentence which was 
never repealed -, but in truth full of glory, for having 
defended the honour of religion, by expofing his own 
life, died a little while after, worn away by the toil 
of an apoflolical life, but more by the hardfhips and 
inconveniencies of a troublefome prifon. 

His death was too precious in the eyes of God, to 
be unaccompany’d with fome fignal blefling upon the 
forrowful remains of perfecuted chriflianity, It is 
true that the miflionaries of the provinces were ba- 
nifhed to Canton, among which three were Domini¬ 
cans, one Francifcan (and another of the fame order 
died in prifon) and one and twenty jefuits -, yet four 
Were kept at the court, whom the providence of 
God made ufe of afterwards to fettle chriflianity 
again in its priftine fplendor., 

God himfelf revenged the innocence of his fer¬ 
mants. Sony, the firft Mandarine in the regency, 
the mod dangerous enemy the fathers had, died a 
month or two after. The fécond, named Soucama, 
was afterwards indicted and condemned to a cruel 
death, his goods confifcated ; his children, in number 
feven, had their heads cut off, excepting the third, 
who was cut to pieces alive, the punifhment which 
that wicked judge had defign’d for father Adam, and 
with which God chadded his crimes in the perfons of 
his children. Yam-quam-den, who had been the 
chief infiniment in the perfecution, fared no better 
than them, for after the death of father Adam 
he was made prefident of the mathematicks, and 
had the charge of the kalendar of the empire com¬ 
mitted to him. Father Verbiefl accufed him, and 
plainly made appear the ignorance of this pitiful 
mathematician. 

This 
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This was a bold ftroke, becaufe the prefident’s 
party was very ft rone, and the flames which had 
caufed the perfecution were not yet quenched ; but 
many things concurr’d to give fuccefs to this enter- 
prize. The underftanding of the father, the kind- 
nefs which the new emperor had for the Europeans, 
but efpecially the particular providence of God which 
did fecretly manage this important affair ; for it is 
certain that, in the feveral trials whereby they proved 
the goodnefs of our mathematicks, the heavens did 
fo exabtly agree with what our fathers had foretold, 
even above the certainty which our tables and calcu¬ 
lations could promife us, that it feemed as tho* God 
had guided the ftars in fuch a courfe as was necef- 
farv to juftify our miflionaries account of them. 

The prefident of the mathematicks ufed his beft 
endeavours to defend himfelf ; and, becaufe he could 
not hide his ignorance in aftronomy, he endeavoured 
to put upon the judges, and perfuade them that the 
chriftian religion contained much greater errors than 
thofe he was guilty of. In the midft of fome meet¬ 
ings, where the emperor was prefent, he behaved 
himfelf in fuch a manner as the emperor could 
fcarcely bear with him. He laid his hands acrofs, 
and cried out as loud as he could : See here, do but 
obferve what thefe fellows adore, and what they would 
have us worftoip tooy a man who was hanged, a perf oh 
who, was crucified \ let any one judge hereby of their 
underftanding and good fenfc. 

But all thefe excursions ferved only to diminifh his 
own credit. This wicked perfon, more blameable 
for his crimes than for his ignorance, loft his charge, 
and was condemned to death. Not with (landing the 
emperor fufpended the execution of the iêntence by 
reafon of his extraordinary old age i but God himfelf 
executed his fentence of vengeance. He frnote him 
with an horrible ulcer, and, by his forrowful death, 
delivered religion from this monfter of iniquity. 

B b 2 Then 
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Then the care of the mathematicks was commit- 
ted to Father Verbieft, the ancient miftionaries were 
recalled to their old churches, but forbid to go about 
to build new ones, or to labour in the converfion of 
the Chinefe. Laftly, to magnify our happinefs, the 
memory of father Adam was mightily refpeéted even 
at court : he was publickly juftified and cleared, his 
charges and titles of honour were remanded him, 
and his ancestors made nobility. The emperor him- 
ielf appointed conftderable fums of money to build 
him a {lately maufoleum, which at this prefent is to 
be feen, in room of a fepulchre, adorned with flatues 
and lèverai marble ligures, according to the cuftom 
of the country. 

Thus it is that God, by a continual vicifiitude, 
proves thé conilancy of the faithful by perfecution, 
and encourages them again by punifhing their perfe- 
cutors. This happy peace, which the church gained 
thro’ lather Verbieft’s means, encouraged the miftic- 
naries to repair that damage which hell had done. 
Befides the jefuits, there were lèverai fathers of the 
orders of St. Francis, and St. Auguftin, who entered 
into the Lord’s vineyard. New eftablifhments were 
gained every where, and, notwlthftanding any prohi¬ 
bition, a great number of heathens were converted 
to the faith, being more afraid of eternal punifhment, 
than of that with which the laws of man feemed to 
threaten them. 

So ardent and fo hafty a zeal will perhaps make 
you amazed -, but befides that charity is always ha¬ 
zardous, many things contributed to confirm thole 
who might elfe be afraid of fatal confequences. The 
firft of thefe is the great authority which the miftio- 
naries have acquired at court in a fmall time. Efpe- 
cially the emperor is fatisfied that they defpife ho¬ 
nours, and that at home they lead an auftere life. 
The prince is inform’d of this fucltways that it is 
impoflible he fiiould be deceived. He had informa- 
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tion from fpies, of all that palled in their houfes, 
evren fo nicely as to know their mortifications and 
corporeal penances. 

He fends alio to the fathers houfes a young Tartar, 
of good parts, under pretence to learn philofophy, 
but in reality to difeover the moil fecret things in 
their families, and to be himfelf, I think, an occafion 
of offence. He flays there a year, without knowing 
what the prince’s intentions are, who, having fent for 
him into his prefence, commands him to tell him all 
the private dilbrders of thefe fathers, and especially 
how they have behaved themfelves towards him. 
And when thefe young men conflantly bear teflimony 
of the fathers innocence ; I fee very well, fays the 
emperor, they have flopp’d your mouth with pre- 
fents, but I know a way to open it again. Then he 
makes him be feverely flafhed at lèverai times, yet 
is not the pain enough to make the young Tartar 
fpeak againft his confcience j which pleafes the prince 
mightily, who would be diflurbed to find himfelf 
deceived in the idea which he has formed to himfelf 
of thefe fervent miflionaries. 
This obliged him afterwards to take their part in an 

affembly of the Mandarines, fome of which do not 
eilcem the miflionaries becaufe their outward carriage 
feems fo good. As for that matter, fays the empe¬ 
ror to them, neither you nor I can find fault with 
them. After all that I can do to get information, / 
am perfuaded that thoje people teach us nothing hut 
what themfelves praPtife, and they are indeed as modeft 
as they appear outwardly to he. 

The fécond reafon, which engaged the emperor to 
favour the miflionaries, was the great underflanding' 
of father Verbiefl, who in a fmall time was reckoned 
the learnedefl man in the empire in all faculties. His 
reputation is every where fpread abroad, and upon 
many occafions his opinion has the repute of an 
oracle. Some Mandarines one day fpeaking of the 

B b 3 Trinity, 
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Trinity, and ufing it as a fable, one of them faid, 
I do not know what the chrijiians mean, and am as 
much puzzled as you -, hut father Verhieft is of that 
opinion -, what fay you to that ? Can a man of his 
fenfe and underfunding miftake ? They all held their 
tongues, and feemed to yield to this reafon. So true 
is it that the ufe of human learning is fo far from 
being (as fomc think) oppofite to the fpirit of the 
gofpel, that it fometimes ferves to eftabhfh it, and 
to render the mofc obfcure myfteries therein credible. 

The third reafon is that hearty love which the 
emperor believes the miffionaries have for him. It 
is true the miffionaries omit nothing which they think 
will pleafe him ; and as they are the mod inflexible 
and refolute againft'doing any thing contrary to their 
religion, fo are they the moil complaifant and ready 
to comply with all the reafonable requefls of the 
emperor. A rebellion which happened at this time 
put it into father Verbieft’s power to do the crown a 
conflderable piece of fervice. 

Oufanguei, that famous Chinefe general, who had 
brought the Tartars into the empire, thought he had 
then a good opportunity to drive them out again. He 
was naturally courageous, and in Xenfl commanded 
the bell: of the Chinefe foldiery, and had got toge» 
thcr a vafl: deal of money. ^ This made him fet up 
to be emperor, and made him believe he could esflly 
compafs his deflgn. And indeed he fo order’d his 
matters, that he made himfeif prefently mafter of. 
the three great provinces Yunnan, Suchven, and 
Queycheu *, afterwards a great part of the province 
of Houquam acknowledged him ; fo that thefe pof- 
feflibns and Xenfl, which he had in poffeffion a good 
while before, made him mafter of almoft a third of 
China. 

Thefe conquefts feemed to be the more fccure to 
him, becaufe at the fame time the viceroys of Quam- 
tum and Fckien. tollowed his example, and gave the 

. • ■■ emperor 
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emperor on that fide a mighty diverfion -, and befidcs 
a powerful pirate, with a great fleet, attacked, and, in 
a few days, took the ifland Formofa at the fame time. 

Lefs than this would have ruined the Tartars, if 
they had all concerted their bufmefs together ; but 
jealoufy, which does often overthrow the firmed: 
leagues, ruined their projects. The king of Fokien 
fell out with that of Formofa, and, to preferve him¬ 
felf from being damaged by his fleet, made his peace 
with the emperor, who gave him fuch afiiflance as 
that he made his party good. The king of Quam- 
tum, being unwilling to be any ways under the di¬ 
rection or command of Oufanguei, left him, and 
put himfelf under the protection of the Tartars, who 
turned all their forces againft this lad: rebel, more 
formidable than all the red: together *, for he was 
mafler of the weffern provinces, and the fuccefs, which 
his troops had hitherto met with, gave them heart 
and courage enough to undertake any thing. 

After the emperor had tried many feveral ways to 
no purpofe, he plainly faw that it was impoffible to 
force them from the places where they had intrenched 
without ufing his great artillery -, but the cannon 
which he had were iron, and fo heavy that they 
dared not carry them over fuch deep rocks, as they 
mud: do to come to him. Fie thought father Verbied: 
might be affiflant to him in this matter -, he com¬ 
manded the father therefore to give directions for 
calling fome cannon after the European manner. 
The father prefently excufed himfelf, faying, that he 
had lived his whole life far from the noife of war, 
that he was therefore little inflruCted in thofe affairs. 
He added alfo, that being a religious, and wholly 
employed in the concerns of another world, he would 
pray for his majefty’s good fuccefs ; but that he hum- 
bly begged that his majefly would be pleaded to give 
him leave not to concern himfçlf with the warfare of 
this world. 

B b 4 The 
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The father’s enemies (for a mifîionary is never 
without fame) thought that now they had an oppor¬ 
tunity to undermine him ; they perfuaded the em¬ 
peror, that what he commanded the father to do 
was no ways oppofite to the will or intention of the 
gofpel ; and that it was no more inconvenient to 
him to cad cannon than to cad machines and ma¬ 
thematical indruments, efpecially when the good 
and fafety of the empire were concerned ; that 
therefore without doubt the reafon of the father’s 
refufal was becaufe he kept correfpondence with the 
enemy, or at lead becaufe he had no refpeél for 
the emperor ; fo that at lad the emperor gave the 
father to underdand, that he expected obedience to 
his lad order, not only upon pain of lofing his 
own life, but alfo of having his religion utterly 
rooted out. 

This was to touch him in the mod fenfible part, 
and he was indeed too wife to dand out for a 
nicety or a fcruple at the hazard of lodng all that 
was valuable : I have already allured your majedy 
that 1 have very little underdanding in cading 
cannon, laid he to the emperor ; but fince you com¬ 
mand me, I -will endeavour to make your work¬ 
men underdand what our books direcd in this af¬ 
fair. He took therefore upon himfelf the care of 
this work, and the cannon was proved before the 
emperor, and found to be extraordinary good. 
The emperor was fo well pleafed with the work, 
that he pulled of? his mantle, and, in the prefence 
of the whole court, gave it to father Verbied for a 
token of his affection. 

All the pieces of cannon were made very light 
and {mail, but drengthened with a dock of wood 
from the mouth to the breech, and girt with feveral 
bands of iron ; fo that the cannons were drong 
enough to bear the force of powder, and light e- 
nough to be carried thro5 any, even the word roads. 
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This new artillery did every way anfwer what they 
propofed from it. The enemy were obliged to 
leave their intrenchments in diibrder, and foon 
after to capitulate ; for they did not think it pofti- 
ble to hold out againft thofe any longer, who could 
deftroy them without coming themfclves into reach. 

Oufanguei was himfelf dead ; his fon Hom-hoa, 
who carried on the war, ftrangled himfelf thro5 
defpair -, and the reft of them were in a fmall time 
utterly routed : fo that the emperor then began 
to reign in peace, and continued more and more 
to fhew marks of favour and affedtion to the mif- 
onaries ; io that father Verbieft has often fighing 
laid, that the Lord’s vineyard was now open, that 
the heathens themfelves gave liberty to enter upon 
the harveft, but that yet there were fcarce any work¬ 
men to bring it in. 

They fend to him for paftors from everyplace; 
Tartary, the kingdom of Corea, the provinces of 
China, which have been left deftitute by the death 
of their ancient paftors, invite, or rather prefs him 
to fuccour them. Neither does this fcarcity come 
from the Europeans want of zeal, but from the 
differences which have arofe between the facred con¬ 
gregation, who fend vicars apoftolical into the Eaft, 
and the king of Portugal, who pretends to a right 
to nominate all the bifhops there, exclu lively to 
any fuperior ecclefiaftical power. 

This difpute cools the ardour of thofe fervent 
miffionaries, who dare not engage themielves where 
they muft incur either the indignation of their holy 
father, or of a mighty prince, both which things 
are very formidable. And thus the work of God 
ftood ftill, and thofe precious minutes were loft, 
which the favour of a great emperor, and the di¬ 
ligence of a zealous miftionary, might have made 
fo ufeful to the firm eftablifhing our holy faith. 
But this is one of the (ireana of providence, which. 
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after it had confounded all the oppohtion of the 
enemies of the gofpel, even at the expence of 
working miracles, does fometimes fuffer that the 
zeal of catholicks fhould do more harm to reli¬ 
gion, than the hatred and jealoufy of idolaters. 

Some time after, my lord bifhop of Heliopolis 
was fent by the facred congregation with fome 
French ecclefiafticks, full of ardour to reform and 
increafe the new chriftianity. This courageous pre¬ 
late had once already miffed his voyage : for con¬ 
trary winds having obliged him fometime before to 
put in at Manilla, a confiderable ifland under the 
Spanifh government, he was taken up upon fuf- 
picion there, and obliged to return back into Eu¬ 
rope by the way of Mexico. This accident, which 
had broke his firft meafures, ferved only to fill 
his mind with new and thofe greater ones. He 
came to Paris, where his good intentions were well 
known. Rome heard him with pleafure, and fol¬ 
lowed his projects in all that refpedled the eaftern 
millions ; fo that he came honoured with a power 
from the holy fee, and laded with the alms of the 
faithful, who expedted nothing lefs from his zeal 
than the converfion of the new world. 

Fie therefore once more paffed over the feas, 
and happily arrived at China, where he began to 
fcatter abroad that flame which would warm all 
the miflionaries. The jefuits, and other religious, 
not only acknowledged his authority, but alfo took 
the new oath which the facred congregation had 
appointed, altho’ the king of Portugal had abfo- 
lutely forbid it. For they thought, that that prince, 
in whom the love of religion had always prevailed 
before his private intereft, would not take it ill 
when he fhould know, that their refufal of it 
might have occafioned the deftrudtion of chrifli- 
anity in China, and perhaps of the millions in all 
the other parts of the Eaip 

This, 
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This was matter of great joy to the bifhop, who, 
after his happy beginning, made ready, according 
to his former notions, to new till this new vine¬ 
yard of the Lord, whither he thought himfelf fent 
like the prophet heretofore *. Ecce wnftitui te fuper 
gentes, ut deftruas, & difperdas, £s? diffipes, &c. 
But God Almighty was fatisfy’d with his good in¬ 
tentions, and took him to himfelf a few months af¬ 
ter his arrival. His death greatly furprized all the 
faithful, it did efpecially affliét the fervent ecclefi- 
afticks, who w’ere the companions of his voyage ; 
the other mifiionaries fubmitted with refignation to 
the will of God, being perfuaded, that whatfoever 
providence appoints is always for his glory, and 
the good of the eleét, if they make a right ufe of it. 

This was fweetened by the arrival of two other 
bifnops, who a little while after fupplied his place 
under the title of Vicars Apoftolical. The fir ft was 
monfieur d’Argolis, an Italian of the order of St. 
Francis, noted among thofe of his order, for his ex¬ 
cellent virtues and extraordinary knowledge. He had 
been employed in the chiefeft bufinefs there, and our 
holy father thought he could not make choice of 
a wifer man than he to place at the helm of loflou- 
rifhing a miffion. As he went by Siam, monfieur 
Confiance, underfianding his worth, prefen ted him 
to the king, who would fain have kept him in his 
kingdom ; but, becaule the orders of the holy fee 
obliged him to go farther, he refolved at leaft to 
fhew him fome marks of his efteem and affedlion 
towards him, in ordering him, and two of his com¬ 
panions of the fame order, a confiderable penfion ; 
fo that, had it not been for the revolutions which 
a little while after happened in his kingdom, this 
prince, worthy of a better fortune, would have 
had his mifiionaries in China, as well as the moft 

zealous princes in Europe. 

* Jcr, I. 10. 
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Since this wife prelate hath been in China, the 
natural fweetnefs of his temper hath very much 
contributed to the comfort of the faithful, and con- 
verfion of the heathen. He hath vifited all the 
provinces which the holy fee committed to his 
care, confecrating priefts, teaching and exhorting 
them, adminiftring the facrament of confirmation, 
uniting all their affeétions as much as pofiibly he 
could, whofe different interefts feemed to have cooled 
their mutual charity to one another in Jefus Chrift. 
And tho’one would think that the Portuguefe could 
never have a refpeél for him, becaufe their preten- 
fions are wholly oppofite to this inftitution of vi¬ 
cars apoftolical, yet he has behaved himfelf with 
fo much prudence, that all nations here think them- 
felves particularly obliged to him. 

The fécond bifhop, whom the holy fee has dig¬ 
nified with the title of Vicar Apoftolical, is mon- 
fieur de Bafilée a Chinefe, educated by the fathers 
of St. Francis’s order, afterwards taking upon him¬ 
felf the order of St. Dominick. When he was only 
a miflionary, he had a flaming zeal for the conver¬ 
sion ot his dear country, and, during the perfecu- 
tion of father Adam, he was the main fupport of 
religion in all the provinces which he travelled thro’, 
and Strengthened in the faith. When lie was con- 
fecrated bifhop, he performed all his duties perfectly 
well, and the holy fee did fo fir approve or his con¬ 
duct, as to let him nominate his fuccefior. He no¬ 
minated his vicar-general the reverend father de Leo- 
nifta, an Italian of St. Francis’s order, who in his 
private fife might have been a pattern to the 1110ft 
ftriét religious, and, in the important employment 
of vicar apoftolical, has fhewn, that he has all that 
zeal, all that prudence, and all that conftancy, 
which the government of a great church requires. 

My lord bifhop of Bafilée, after he had thus 
chofen this worthy fuccefTor of his apoftlefhip, fell 

fick 
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fick at Nankim, and died full of thofc happy vi¬ 
vons which God gives even in this world to his 
faints. At his death, that faith (hone brightly which 
had animated him in his life-time -, and his lad mi¬ 
nutes, wherein he appeared to be filled with the 
mod fenfible touches of chriftian hope, feemed to 
give him an ante pad of the joy of paradife. All 
his trouble was for the midionaries, by whom he 
was affectionately beloved, and for the chridians, 
who lod in him the fird pried, the firft religious, 
and the fird bifhop that ever China had yet given 
to chridianity. And as his bleflèd memory was 
every where lpread abroad, they have fet up his 
picture in feveral places -, which the reverend fa¬ 
ther de Leonifîa fent to the facred congregation, 
to preferve the memory of a prelate, v. hofe own 
merit, as well as our particular obligations to him, 
ought to make eternally refpeCted. 

Befides this, the pope honoured mr. Maigrot and 
mr. Pin, with the title of Vicars Apodolical, both of 
them doctors of the Sorbon, diligent, zealous, and 
fet upon following the intentions of the holy iee, 
and in a word, companions of mr. Heliopolis, and 
inheritors of a double portion of his fpirit. 

If the number of midionaries had been anfwer- 
able to that of the padors, the churches in China 
had now been perfectly filled ; but, as I have laid, 
the over care, which every one has taken to provide 
for it exclusively of others, has rendered people lets 
defirous of going. Good men, nay, even thofe who 
have occafioned thefe diforders, have mourned for 
them in Secret. Some zealous perlons have endea¬ 
voured to remedy this. My lord bifhop of Munfter 
and Paderborn, whom the care of his own diocefe 
did not hinder from extending his care even as far 
as the Kaft, gave a fettlement for fix milfionaries 
for ever to China \ but, dying a little wrhile alter, 
his laid will was never executed. Others in b ranee, 

in 
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in Spain, and in Italy, took a great deal of painâ 
to help this forfaken million, but they could never 
compafs their defigns. 

Lewis the Great, who is himfelf as zealous for 
eftablifhing the gofpel as all the other princes put 
together, among the great defigns which he has been 
intent upon to make religion flourifh in Europe, 
thought, that he ought not to negleft that good 
which he might do in Afia. He was very fenfi- 
ble of the necefhties of China, which father Ver- 
bieft had reprefented to him in one of his letters^ 
in the moil fenfible manner in the world ^ and, 
altho5 he very well knew, that he could not make 
milTionaries (a quality which nobody can give us but 
the vicar of Jefus Chrift) he doubted not but that re» 
ligioufes who were exactly fkilled in mathematicks, 
in attaining, according to his orders, an exaét know¬ 
ledge in aftronomy, might at the fame time, with, 
good fuccefs, labour according to the defigti of 
their inftitution, in the converfion of infidels. He 
was very well fatisfied, that, of all the means which 
human prudence could advantageoufly make ufe of 
in the moft holy actions, there were none which pro¬ 
moted the concerns of religion in China more than 
the mathematicks. 

Being therefore willing at once to fatisfy his 
zeal for the advancement of the gofpel, and the 
defire which he had of bringing the fciences to per¬ 
fection, he made choice of fix jefuits, whom he 
thought capable of giving good fatisfaélion to the 
learned, and inflrudtion to intelligent perfons. Thofe, 
who were thus appointed, could have wifhed they 
had all the abilities neceflary for this employment. 
They did neverthelefs fet out with a good will, being 
ready to facrifice their lives and all their fmall talents 
to the greater glory of God, and by confequence to 
the pious defigns of the greated: prince in the world. 

When 
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When we came into China, we found it in the 
Condition I have been relating, the harveft was 
plentiful every where, but it was almoft deftitute of 
workmen ; or (to make ufe of father Intorcetta’s 
words, one of the moft noted miftionaries) drowned 
in thofe tears, which the forrow of feeing herfelf 
abandoned forced continually from her : Bene diffus 
Deus, qui fecit nobifcum mifericordiam fit am, liber avit 
vos à naufragio, ut prope naufragam noftram miffionem 
ab aqnis lacrimarum fummique mceroris eriperet j vos 
cmnes in corde fervo, (A tanquam veros Societatis 
filios virofque Apoftolicos intimis animi præcordvs am¬ 
ple ffor, (Ac. Thus he fpake to us in his hrIf letter, 
to encourage us to shift in the glorious labours of this 
miftion. 

Providence put it into our power in a little time 
to employ ourfelves ufefully there ; and if we had 
done no other good than was the drawing after us 
by our example feveral other miftionaries who fol¬ 
lowed us, and who now are full of their holy la¬ 
bours in the work of God, it would be a great com¬ 
fort to us, and a very great advantage to China. 
But that which is much more comfortable is, that 
we have hereby contributed very much towards re¬ 
moving thofe lets and hinderances to the propagat¬ 
ing the gofpel of which I fpake before ; for, at 
the remonftrance of father Tachard, fupported alio 
by that of the reverend father general, Innocent XI. 
fufpended the oath. And after, Clement VIII. 
granted to the king of Portugal to nominate three 
bifhops, one of Pekin, the other of Nankim, and 
the third of Macao. And at this prefent, our ho¬ 
ly father, who in his ownfelf hath all the zeal, all 
the piety, and all the wifdom of his predcceftors, 
animated by the fame fpirit, and moved (if I might 
do myfelf the honour of faying fo) with what I 
have had the honour to reprefent unto him of the 
prefent ftate of thefc millions, is about to regulate 
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all the particulars therein by the prudent counfel and 
advice of the facred congregation ; to the end, that 
hereafter nothing may be fo much laid to heart 
as the intereft of religion, and that all kingdoms 
of Europe, being united in the love of Jefus Chrift, 
may with one confent labour to bring about and 
perfeét this great work. 

Thus, hr, I have given you a general view of the 
eftabliftiment and progrefs of chriftianity in the em¬ 
pire of China, from the preaching of the apoftles 
till the laft times. This church, heretofore verv 
famous, but after that wholly overturned by fuper- 
ftition, hath at laft been re-eftablifhed one age ago, 
by one of the greateft men of our fociety, and 
augmented by the labours of a great many mif- 
ftonaries, governed by wife prelates, honoured by 
the protection of many emperors, fupported by the 
bounty of all the princes of Europe, and, which 
is more for its glory, perfecuted by all the ene¬ 
mies of truth, and made precious in the eyes of 
God, by the chains, the banifhment, and blood of 
the confeftbrs. I am, with all imaginable refpedt, 

£ I R, 

Tour mofl humble 

and moft obedient Servant, 

L. J. 

LET 



LETTER XII. 

To the moft Reverend Father De la Chaife, Confejfor 
to the King. 

-\ « 4 _ » 

Concerning the Manner how each Miffionary preaches 
the Gofpel in China, and of the Fervency of the 
New Chriftians, 

Moft Reverend Father, ALtho* the important affairs of China, which 
detain me at prefent at Rome, require all 

my application, and feem to be my excufe if I am 
Wanting in performing any parts of my duties fo 
exaétly as I could defire, I cannot nevertheless in 
the lead forget both the obligations which I myfelf 
bave to you in particular, as well as the millions 
in the Eab in general. 

It was you, mod reverend father, who formerly 
drew out the platform of them, who jud then 
made choice of their miniders, whom your tebi 
monials, together with the edeem of one of the 
greateb princes upon eaith, have rendered in pro- 
cefs of time more renowned than all their particu¬ 
lar qualifications. 

This royal protection, under which we have un¬ 
dauntedly afFronted dangers -, thofe letters written 
on our behalf to fovereigns and their officers , thofe 
magnificent prefents, thofe regularly fettled pennons, 
thofe -extraordinary helps, (and what we value much 
more) thofe fo grave counfels, favouring fo much of 
the fpirit of God, wherewitli you have in a manner 
hallowed our fird voyages, and which we dill look 
upon as the fifed rule of our behaviour and conduCr, 
are benefits either received fromyourfelf, or procured, 
by your means. *Tis but jud, mod reverend father, 
that* in what part of the world foever we be, wo 

G e fhould 
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fhould tedify our acknowledgments. For my part, 
I am perfuaded, that one cannot give you more fo- 
lid demonftrations of them, than by maintaining, by 
our great zeal, what you have performed to our ad¬ 
vantage. I fuppofed you would be fatisfied, and that 
at lead I lhould perform my duty, by acquainting 
you with the fuccefs wherewith it hath pleafed God 
to crown our labour *, and, what benefits we may 
hope to reap from the miflionaries which you your- 
felf will form, or at lead, who fhall come to us 
out of your hands. 

In a word, the time I fnall employ, in writing to 
you on this fubjeCt, is fo far from any ways diminifh- 
ing that due care and confiant endeavour to pro¬ 
mote the welfare of our millions, that, without all 
doubt, it will much contribute to their future eda- 
blilhment ; for I hope, that your protection, becom¬ 
ing thereby more effectual and folid, will more ad¬ 
vance our affairs, than all the pains and care which 
I can pofiibly take for their fuccefs. 

Purfuant to the firlt projeCt that we laid, we were 
all of us to flay at Pekin, in the palace, and fervice of 
the emperor ; but providence otherwife ordered it, 
and they at lad gave way to our inclination, which 
moved us to difperfe ourfelves all over the provinces, 
for the propagating of religion. They were content 
to detain father Gerhillon and father Bouvet at court, 
where they immediately applied themfelvesto the du- 
dy of languages with fuch fuccefs, that they were 
quickly in a condition to aflid the chridians, yea, 
and to be employed by the emperor in feveral im¬ 
portant affairs. The mod confiderahle was the peace 
between the Mufcovites and Chinefe -, the treaty of 
which was then a-foot 300 leagues from Pekin, whi¬ 
ther father Gerbillon was fent with prince Sofan who 
was nominated plenipotentiary for the empire. 

Nipchou was the place where the miniders of the 
two nations aflembled , each of them having a body 

of 
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of foldiers attending, to terminate, if occafion ferved, 
what the negotiation could not decide : the haughti- 
nefs of both did oftentimes make them fly out into 
extremes ; which would have proved fatal to both 
parties, if father Gerbillon by his difcretion had not 
moderated animoflties. He continually pafied from 
camp to camp, made fpeeches, propofed expedients, 
pacified their minds, and he diflembled whatever 
might be apt mutually to exafperate them in the con- 
clufion : He fo dexteroufly managed the common 
interefts, that the peace was concluded to the fatif* 
faélion both of Chinefe and Mufcovites. Prince So- 
fan was fo well pleafed with the zeal and wifiom of 
this father, that he declared publickly, that, if it had 
not been for him, all had been in a clefperate condi¬ 
tion ; he exprels’dhimfelfabout the matter to the em¬ 
peror to the fame effect, infomuch that this prince 
had the curiofity to be acquainted with him. He 
found him to be a very fen Able perfon, capable, fin- 
cere, forward to execute, and even to anticipate his 
orders. This character wonderfully pleafed the em¬ 
peror he had a mind to have him near his perfon, 
at the palace, in the campaign, and in his progrcfs 
into Tartary, where he beftovved upon him fo many 
fignal marks of his efteem, that the grandees of his 
court might have perhaps conceived fome jealoufy 
from them, had not the father’s modefty won him 

the aflreélion of every body. 
Thefe firft favours wTere followed by an extraordi¬ 

nary one that was much better relifhed by this mif¬ 
fionary -, he pitch’d upon him for his tutor in mathe- 
maticks and philofophy conjointly with father Eovet, 
whofe merit he likewife much efteemed. T. he paf- 
fion, this prince hath for hiencesj makes him very 
intent upon ftudies every day in a manner two or 
three hours together, which he fpares from his p.ea- 
fure : it is more than probable, that, by the inquiry 

into natural truth, providence will conduct him 
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by degrees to the eternal fountain of truth, without 
which, all others ferve not fo much to perfect the 
mind, as to puff it up with pride in the eyes of 
men, and render it inexcufable before God. 

Father Verbieft had already begun to explain thefe 
fci ences to him -, but, befides his making ufe of the 
Chinefe tongue in his leétures, which is not proper, 
by reafon of its often repeated equivocals, to illuf- 
trate notions otherwife obfcure enough of themfelves : 
befides that, I fay father Verbieft died. Thefe fa¬ 
thers fuppofed the Tartarian tongue would be better 
liked by this prince, and that it might ferve their 
turn the better to make the notions intelligible. It 
happened according to their expectation, and the 
emperor became in a fhort time fo capable, that he 
cornpofed a book of geometry. He afterwards gave 
it to the princes his fons, and undertook to be their 
mafter in it ; he called them together every day, 
explained to them the moil difficult propofttlons of 
Euclid -, yea, and this prince, having upon his fhoul- 
ders the government of one of the moft potent em¬ 
pires of the world, did not difdain, with his rule and 
compafs in his hand, to fpend his time in the family 
in fpecuiations, which intereft alone fcarce makes de¬ 
lightful to private perfons. 
Whilft thefe two fathers by their credit made them¬ 

felves fit to be in a flaort time the main fupport of re¬ 
ligion, father Fontaney, father Vifdelou, and myfelf, 
did endeavour not to be unferviceable in the pro¬ 
vinces. Father Fontaney went to Nankim, father 
Vifdelou took care of the churches of Xanfi, where I 
alfo remained fome time with him ; from whence af¬ 
terwards I removed to Xenfi, the ancient place of fa¬ 
ther Faber’s, million, the chriftians of which place, 
notwithftanding their having been deferted thefe ma¬ 
ny years* do neverthelefs preferve their hrft fer¬ 
vency, and are Hill looked upon as the mould of 
that great flock^ and model or other believers. We 

unde.rftood 
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underftood at that time, by our own proper expe¬ 
rience, what was often told us, that the harveft 
truly was great, and that happy is that labourer 
whom the Mafter of the harvejl doth pleafe to make 
ufe of to gather it in. Every thing is matter of 
confolation in this glorious employment ; the faith 
of the new converts, the innocence of the ancient, 
the aptnefs of the children, the devotion and itiq- 
defty of women -, but yet, one is more efpecially 
affected by fome eminent and exemplary conver¬ 
sons, to perceive the work of grace now and then 
wrought in the hearts of idolaters. 

The truth is, thefe are in refpeél of us convincing 
proofs of that truth whrch we preach and declare : 
For indeed, by what fecret charm could we be 
able to animate dead minds, and raife them (if I 
may prefume fo to fay) to reafon, to God, to all 
the maxims of the moft pure and refined morality ; 
minds, that have been buried and immerfed from 
their very infancy in flefh and blood ? What force 
and power, what blandifhment could be able in an 
inftant to bring into captivity rebellious minds under 
the yoke of a religion fo fevers as ours is, if Jefus 
Chrift himfelf did not work miracles, and if the 
holy Spirit, by the inward and invifible operation of 
grace, did not fupply the defeat of his minifters ? 

This is that, moft reverend father, which we ex¬ 
perience every day with aftoniftiing comfort, which 
doth eftablifh, ftrengthen, and fettle us unmovable in 
the fame faith which God produceth in idolaters. ] 
would to God I were able to relate to you particular¬ 
ly all that pafles in China on this fubjeeft, where, in 
fpite of all the ftratagems of devils, God is fo con- 
ftantly and refolutely glorified. Yet, not being able 
upon my departure to pick up the particular memo¬ 
rial of each church, I fhall only content myfelf to tell 
you in part what I myfelf have obferved in my mif- 
fjon, and after what manner I have made it my bufi- 

C c 3 nefs 
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nefs to adorn it, according to the ideas and pradtice of 
the mod grave and ancient primitive miffionaries. 

All my bufinefs was reduced to three principal 
points ; the firft was to cherifh and keep up the 
piety of old believers by the preaching of the word 
of God, and above all, by particular exhortations ; 
which is abundantly more profitable and edifying 
than any thing that is fpoken in publick, where the 
difcourfe is often not underdood, either becaufe of the 
people’s dupidity, or elfe by reafon of the preacher’s 
ill utterance and pronunciation. Thefe poor fouls, 
whom fimplicity and fervency make teachable, do 
oftentimes hear that with tears in their eyes, which 
they do not comprehend but by halves ^ but yet, 
they always improve and edify by what they under- 
{land perfedtly. They are efpecially mod taken with 
comparifons, parables, and hidorjes ; and albeit they 
are not acquainted nor accudomed to that vehement 
and fometimes paflionate adtion of our preachers, 
yet for all that, they are moved and wrought upon 
when they fpeak to them with earnednefs and con¬ 
cern. 

I no fooner came to a private houfe to confefs fick 
perfons, or about other bufinefs, but prefently you 
fhould have all the family, nay, and the chridians 
too of the neighbourhood dock together about me, 
and intreat me to fpeak to them concerning God. I 
had made but an indifferent progrefs in underdand- 
ing and pronouncing their tongue, efpecially when 
1 firft began to preach, which neverthelefs gave 
them no manner of offence ; fo far from it, that, if 
they could but never fo little apprehend what 
Î meant, they never were cloyed with hearing 
me, 

I have moreover taken notice, that they had 
always rather I fhould preach myfelf, how bar¬ 
barous ibever my language might appear, than 
that I fhould get them indrudled, as I fometimes 
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did by the help of aChinefe catechift, that had been 
formed fome time before to exercifes of this nature. 
But, my vifits not being fo frequent as I could have 
wifhed, I endeavoured to make them up by godly 
books, with which, by God’s bleffng, China is very 
well ftored, there having been fome miffonaries fuf- 
ficiently zealous and able to compofe books, and 
that very politely, upon all the points of religion. 

They have very curious and compleat cate- 
chifms, wherein the entire and compleat body of 
the do&rine of chriftianity, the life, miracles, and 
death of our bleffed Lord, the commandments of 
God and the church are clearly explained. There 
are likewife to be found particular exportions upon 
the gofpels, treatifes upon moral and chriftian du¬ 
ties, fome folid controverfies adapted to every bo¬ 
dy’s capacity, pra&ices of piety for the different 
conditions of life, prayers and inftrudions for the 
ufe of the facraments, a body of divinity for the 
learned, for they have tranflated fome part of Tho. 
Aquinas, and laft of all, St. Ignatius’s exercifes for 
thofe that mind heavenly things. Infbmuch, that 
this fpiritual feed of the evangelical word is Mat¬ 
tered all over, and multiplied an hundred fold. 

I could have wifhed there might have been a 
tranflation of the Miffal, upon the account of fay¬ 
ing mafs in Chinefe, together with an exad verfion 
of the holy fcriptures. Conformable to the per- 
miflion obtained for that purpofe, the Miffal was fi- 
nifhed, and father Couplet prefented it fome years ago 
to the pope : however, after having duly examined 
the matter, it was not thought convenient to make 
ufe of it, but they continued to fay mafs in the 
Latin tongue, as in other places. As for the 
compleat verfion of the Bible, there are fuch weighty 
reafons why it fhould not forthwith be publifhed, 
that it would feem a rafh piece of impudence to 
do it j and fo much the more, becaufe there is already 
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expounded, in divers books, what is contained in the 
gofpel ; yea, and even whatfoever is mod in ft motive 
in the reft of the holy fcriptures. 

The fécond method, to increafe the fervent zeal 
of chriftians, was prayer : Befides the time appointed 
for mafs, I aftèmbled them twice a day to make 
publick prayers. They fung in two choirs with 
fuch marvellous devotion, that it made me wifti that 
the European chriftians might have been witneftes 
of their piety y for their rude, and fometimes fcan- 
dalous deportments before our altars, will certainly 
be condemned at the great tribunal, by the modefty 
of thofe later chriftians. 

They do not underftand either fmging by notes 
or muftck as we do, yet have they tunes of their 
own compofure no ways unpleafant, which feems to 
me abundance more tolerable than what are ufed in 
feveral focieties in Europe : They had likewife feve- 
ral forts of inftruments ; concerts they feem to ad¬ 
mire, and our villages in France would ferve their 
turn well enough in that point, 

The Chinefe are of that temper, that they had 
need of fomething fenfiblo to heighten their devo¬ 
tion j fumptuous and magnificent ornaments, fing- 
ing, pompous procédions, the noife of bells and 
inftruments, and the ceremonies of the church, ate 
very taking with them, and allure them to divine 
fervice, I took extraordinary care in that matter, 
to procure for them all that the church out of 
her moft wife conduct hath permitted to the fer= 
vants of God ; yet, always diftinguifhing that 
which fuperftition, if one have not a care of it, 
is wont, in procefs of time, to. put into the com¬ 
mon people’s head. 

I apply?d myfelf more efpecially to infpire them 
with refpeét to our myfteries, they made their con- 
feffion ufually every fortnight. Their confeftion 
was not only attended with tears (for the Chinefç 
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are more fubjeCt to weeping than we) but alfo with 
fevere penance in the evening in the veftry. 

The lively faith, they had for the adorable facra- 
ment, made them confiant attenders on the altar ; 
and, when I permitted them to receive it,they com¬ 
municated with affections of veneration capable of 
inflaming not only fuch who are but lukewarm, but 
almoft chriftians : you might fee them proftrate aL 
feveral times, with their face on the ground lamenting, 
and commonly fhedding abundance of tears. Such 
like poftures, more frequent and ordinary amongft 
Afiaticks than Europeans, yet evermore edifying and 
fubmiflive, do exceedingly contribute to excite devo¬ 
tion in the foul, and to imprefs upon the mind that 
profound veneration which the majefty of our my- 
fteries deferves at our hands. 

This refpeCt extended itfelf alfo to the images, 
reliques, to the medals, holy water, and in general, 
to whatfoever bears the character of our religion. 

They bore, more than that, a particular veneration 
for the Virgin Mary, which perhaps had gone too 
far, if care had not been ufed to regulate it. They 
call her the Holy Mother (Chin-Mou) and do in¬ 
voke her in all their ftraits and exigencies. The ex¬ 
perience, they have had of her protection, hath 
confirmed them in this warm devotion, and the be¬ 
nefits, they receive daily from her, perfuadethem the 

is acceptable to God. 
The women are yet more animated with thefe fen- 

timents than the men. All their churches are dedi¬ 
cated to her under the title of Chin-Mou tarn, that 
is to fay, the temple of the BlefTed Mother. There 
they meet together, for they never enter into the 
church of the men, as the men dare not prefume to 
fet a foot into theirs. But the paflionate love, that 
the chriftians have for Jefus Chrift, makes them 
really devout, and walk worthy of the profeffion 
they have embraced. They continually repeat thefe 

following 
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following words. Je fus the Mafter of heaven, whojhed 
his blood for us ; Jefus who died to fave us. Being 
it is the myftery wherein we moft carefully inftruél 
them, fo it is that they moft ftedfaftly believe. 
Every one fhall have their crucifixes in their cham¬ 
bers ; and notwithstanding the nakednefs of our 
images did at firft give fome offence, yet have they 
in procefs of time accuftomed themfelves to them. 
We distribute them to the people with fome precau¬ 
tion, for fear they may chance to fall into the hands 
of idolaters, who might, either through ignorance 
or malice, be apt to prophane them. 

And this was the reafon why, after mafs was faid, 
I commonly removed from the altar a large graven 
crucifix, the pagans do oftentimes come out of cu¬ 
rio fit y to fee our churches ; now they might have 
ftole it away, or fpoken of it irreverently and blaf- 
phemoufly, which neverthelefs was not brought to 
pafs by the paints of Chrift’s paftion which I left 
with them. 

Now as for chriftians, we are far from concealing 
from them this facred my fiery of our redemption, 
or from diflembling in the leaft circumftance of the 
fame. What certain hereticks have writ, concern¬ 
ing it, is a foul calumny, which all the Chinefe 
books and cuts, therein engraven, have long ago 
difproved and confuted. 

The crofs is carried publickly in the ftreets in pro- 
ceflion, planted on the tops of churches, and painted 
over the doors of the chriftians houfes. I have no 
where obferved the ceremony of the adoring of the 
crofs, performed every Good Friday publickly, 
praétifed with more adoration than in China ; nay, 
I fincerely proteft, that I never aftifted thereat with¬ 
out being forced to mingle my tears with thofe of 
the believers, who outdo themfelves in devotion and 
publick penance on that day efpecially. Thofe, who, 
have accuied their faith in this point, would them¬ 

felves .. \ •.* 
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felves be afhamed at the infenfiblenefs of Europeans, 
had they alfifted at our ceremonies ; for our part, we 
are overjoyed to fee the Opprobrium of the crofs to 
triumph, as far as the utmoft limits of the univerfe, 
over the moft proud and haughty nation of the 
world. 

The particular inftru&ion of the Chinefe women 
is much more troublefome than that of men ; they 
are never vifited but in the time of their ficknefs, 
neither do they ever come to viht the miflionaries ; 
but they may be fpoken with in their churches, or 
elfe one may caufe them to meet every fortnight to 
fay mafs, and adminifter the facrament to them ; 
they dare not come oftener for fear of fcandal, the 
laws of the country do not fo much as allow 
them that, becaufe the diforders, that happen every 
time the Pagan women vifit the temples of the 
Bonzes, caufe our affemblies to be fufpeéted, and 
afford a fpecious pretence to the Gentiles to cry 
down religion. 

Notwithstanding a man cannot imagine what 
fruit may be reap’d by it, I came to this church 
upon Friday evening to hear confeffions. ’I is al¬ 
ways in a place expos’d to every one’s view } for in 
this cafe one cannot a<5t with too much caution. On 
Saturday morning I finifh’d the confeffions of thofe 
that were not able to get a place the day foregoing. 
Almoft every one of them confefs, and would be 
glad fo to do every day if they had liberty granted. 
Whether it be tendernefs of confcience, or efteem 
for the facrament, or iome other reafon heft known 
to themfelves, I know not-, but they think they can 
never fet time enough apart to difeover their faults. 
There is required abundance of patience to heav 
them -, and, being naturally of a mild difpofition,they 
would take it very ill to be handled roughly ; ye- 
have they one good quality, that they are ieldorr' 
ceftv and fro ward. They receive the inftru&ions 

■ “ from 
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from their director in all humility ; they blindly pin 
their faith upon his fleeve ; we never inflidt great 
penance on them, nay tho’ it be a difficult matter to 
reduce them from their ordinary peccadilloes, yet do 
not they find it fo hard to bewail and lament fos 
them. 

As for notorious fins they very rarely commit 
them, becaufe their condition exempts them from 
the moft dangerous opportunities; and, if they could 
be brought to keep peace in their domeftick affairs, 
their life would be otherwife wonderful innocent. 
Ï have obferved in many of them a certain devotion 
that wanted but little of holinefs. They always ap¬ 
ply themfelves to bufinefs or to prayer, feeking all 
opportunities for the education of their children, or 
for their own improvement : very fcrupulous and 
nice in the obfervation of the pradtice of every chri- 
ftian duty ; charitable, frequent in mortification ; in 
a particular manner zealous for the converfion of 
idolaters ; attentive to all occafions that prefent them¬ 
felves to do adts of charity ; infomuch that I have 
heard the ancienteft miffionaries fay, that, if China 
once turn’d chriftian, almofi: all the women would be 
faved. This is not an affedted encomium of the 
Chinefe women ; I do faithfully and honeftly relate 
what I have feen, and I judge of other churches by 
this whereof I have the care and condudt. 

The inftrudtion of the youth of riper years gave 
me as much trouble. I was perfuaded that this 
age, above all other, requir’d cultivating, efpecially 
in China, where many things concur to make them 
have an averfion for the fervice of God ; their eafy 
foft temper, the complaifance of all about them ; 
their relations that doat upon them, and feldom 
carry a ftridl hand over them, but let them have 
their wills ; the company of heathen children al¬ 
ways corrupted and vicious very foon ; their dépen¬ 
dance, their complaifance with fchoobmafiers, who 

many 
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many times have fuch influence on them, as to in- 
fpire them with an averfion for religion. All thefe 
are obstacles to their inftrudtion, very h^rd to fur- 
mount what care foever we take. 

Yet was I willing to difcharge my duty by feveral 
ways and means : that, which appeared to me the 
moft effectual, was to take a chriftian fchool-mafter 
into my houfe, who was an able zealous man ; the 
children came thither to learn, and I took the op¬ 
portunity to inftill devotion into them, to expound 
to them the principal articles of religion, to train 
them up, and difcipline them againft the aflaults of 
the Gentiles, to accuftom them to the ceremonies of 
the church, where they aflifted at mafs every day. 
This practice did alfo produce another good effeél : 
the children of idolaters who came to ftudy under 
the tuition of the fame mafter, whither by reafou 
of cheapnefs, or becaufe of the nearnefs of the place, 
heard, whether they would or no, what was taught 
to their fchool-fellows ; thefe inftruftions form’d and 
feafon’d them by little and little to chriflianity, and 
replenifh’d their mind with abundance of good no¬ 
tions and ideas, which, as fo many feeds, in procefs 
of time, did produce evangelical fruit, that is to fay, 
real converflons. 

It were to be wifh’d there were a good number 
of chriftian fchool-mafters that might teach gratis 
in cities, that would be the beft means to propagate 
religion, and to preferve good manners, and keep 
up decorum in families ^ but the miflionaries are io 
far from being in a condition to maintain them, that 
they are hard put to it to fubfift themfelves i for 
they do not lead fuch a life as fome ill-informed, or 
rather ill-affeéted authors would have made the world 
believe they did. Nay, and I fpeak even of thofe 
who are at court, who feem by their out fide to live 
in the affluence of all accommodations. It is true, 
indeed, they go in their filks (according to the mode 
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of the country) when they go to vifit perfons of 
quality ; yea, and they are fometimes carried in a 
fedan, or elfe on horfeback, attended by fervants ; 
all which is neceflary to keep up their credit, and 
preferve the protection of the Mandarines* for want 
of which the chriftians Would be often opprefted % 
but yet that makes the miftionaries to lead an hard 
life, for thefe expences confuming their whole reve¬ 
nue, or penfion, which never amounts to an hundred 
crowns per Annum, the fmall portion that remains 
Is fcarce fufficient to live on. The miftionary is 
very decently (not to fay very poorly) habited in his 
houfe, his lodging is very inconvenient, he lies upon 
the hard ground, or upon a very thin quilt without 
fheets : As for his table, it is fo frugal, that there 
Is never a monk in Europe to whom the cafioii 
prefcribes fuch a rigorous abftinence ; fome of them 
pafs whole years together with only rice, leguminous 
vegetables, and water ; for the Thee, that is ufually 
drank, is neither pleafant to the palate of a Chinefe 
nor a foreigner. 

However, I fpeak only of the time that they are 
in their houfe ; for as foon as ever they come abroad 
to travel about the provinces, and to feek the loft 
fheep in the villages, mountains, and the moft re¬ 
mote places, one is not able to exprefs the continual 
fatigues of their million ; (I fpeak chiefly of thofe 
that perform in the weftern provinces -, for the 
channels, that water almoft all the provinces of the 
fouth, make thefe perambulations lefs tedious. ) Then 
it is that they labour night and day, lie in barns, eat 
with the poor countrymen,- and are expofed to the 
fcorching fun, and the moft vehement cold, often¬ 
times covered all over with fnow, and wet to the 
fkin with rain ; and then we meet with nothing to 
comfort us at our arrival but fervent chriftians, that 
quite weary us out by the exercife of our miniftry 
that they expeét from us. 

The 
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The province of Xenfi, that fell to my care, is 

one of the larged in all China. I had fome chridian 
churches edablifhed within an hundred leagues of 
one another, whither I mud go by roads fo toil fome, 
that even horfes are of no ufe. They have mules 
bred in the mountains, and managed for this fort of 
journies, that is to fay, for the eaded ways ; as for 
the other ways you are forced to foot it, whether 
you creep on all four up the rocks, or defcend into 
the precipices. You crofs over the valley in water 
and dirt, expofed to tygers, but yet more to robbers, 
whofe retreat the country does favour. 

They are not like thofe fine ways and delightful 
pleafant champagne provinces of the fouth, which 
art and nature have ftem’d rather to have made for 
the delight of the inhabitants, than for the conveni¬ 
ence of travellers. The vallies of the Alps and 
Pyrenees are much more paflable -, and one may 
properly fay of China, that, where it is fine, nothing 
in the world is finer -, and, when it ceafes to be fo, no¬ 
thing is more horrid and frightful. Neverthelefs, 
fince the death of father Fabor, one takes delight to 
travel along thofe tedious roads that he watered for¬ 
merly with the fweat of his brows, where he hath 
fhed abroad that fweet favour of holinefs that dill 
upholds the faith of chridians, and animates the 
zeal of the midionaries. 

The other churches of this province are more 
eafily come at. I fpent a great part of the year in 
travelling from village to village, catechizing, 
preaching,and adminidring the facraments to believers 
that affembled upon my pafiage in all the places that 
I appointed. I divided my time between them and 
the idolaters, whofe con verb on always proves more 
frequent in thefe folitary remote places than in great 
cities, or in the metropolis of a province. Some 
of them there were, who being already convinced 
of the truth by reading, or by their commerce with 

chridians. 
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chriftians, came of their own accord to receive baji= 
tifm : Others fhaken, and rouzed either by their re¬ 
lations or friends, came to hear deputations, and at 
laft furrendered themfelves to the grace of Jefus 
Chrift : Many allured by novelty, or by the intrea¬ 
ty of their neighbours, heard attentively, and always 
difputed with a great deal of heat ; amongft whom, 
fome there were that withdrew from the deputation 
more hardened than ever ; yet others, more faith¬ 
ful to the drawings of the Spirit, gave glory to God, 
and humbly acknowledged their errors. All my 
trouble in this fort of controverses was, that I 
could not deliver rnyfelf as I would. The diffi¬ 
culty of explaining rnyfelf in a foreign language de¬ 
prived the truth of its weight and power. I thought, 
if I could but have fpoken my native tongue, there 
fhould not have been one idolater in my auditory, 
that fhould not have opened his eyes to truth firft, 
and then to faith. But befides that, men commonly 
fpeak enough of it to make every man inexcufable, 
as St. Paul faith ; yet I made moreover this reflec¬ 
tion, That he that plants, and he that waters, what 
pains foever he may take, and how expert foever 
he may be in planting and watering well, yet does 
but very little by that. A man ought to refer 
this great work of converting fouls to God -, 5tis 
he alone that caufes thefe plants to increafe, that 
nourifhes them, and raifes them up to himfelf, ac¬ 
cording fb the order of his infinite mercy and 
eternal purpofes. And at thefe fet times fixed and 
ordained in the eternal counfels of divine predefli- 
nation, how many times have I feen a few words, 
ill pronounced, fenfibly to triumph over error, 
becaufe the Holy Spirit, that mailer within the eledr, 
doth unfold the fenfe of them -, whereas, prolix 
difcourfes have had none other effed, but only 
to harden the heart ; v/hen, by a jufi judgment, 
God was not pleafed to accompany them with an 

extraordinary 
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extraordinary evidence and demon fixation of the 

Spirit. 
You will, without doubt, mod reverend father, 

be exceeding glad to Undërftand the nature of the 
main difficulties we meet withal in the converfion of 
the Gentiles. I have obferved three forts of them that 
feem peculiar to the Chinefe. Perfons of quality, and 
thofe who would be thought wife, objected chiefly 
again ft the myfteries : their hearts r'ofe chiefly againft 
the Trinity and Incarnation; a God that was pene¬ 
trable, a God that could die, was no lels in relpecftof 
them, than of the Jews, a ftumbling block and a 
piece of folly. The exiftence of God, eternal, fu- 
preme, infinitely juft, infinitely powerful, went eafily 
down with them, and the convincing proofs of it, 
that I urged to them, made them fometimes forbear 
entering into the lifts with me thereupon. 

To proceed in order, and to follow the roads 
which prudence and holy fathers have chalked out 
for us on thefe occafions, I divided our religion 
into two parts. In the firft, I propofed to them w hat- 
foever reafon exempt frompaffion dictates to us. That 
there is a God ; that this God, being infinitely holy, 
enioins us to love virtue, and fhun vice, to obey 
princes, to refpecft our relations, to do no wrong to 
one’s neighbour ; that good men, that are oftentimes 
miferable in this world, enjoy a certain reward in the 

next ; that, on the contrary, wicked men, who ipend 
their life in inordinate pleafures, are ngoroufly pu- 
niffied after death; that this fame hope and tear, 
that are the beginning of wifdom, are hkewife the 
firft rule of our demeanour ; but yet, that the in¬ 
flamed love, that every man ought to have for this 
fupreme arbitrator of life and death, is capable alone 

to render us perfedt. . * 
fter I had convinced them by thefe maxims, i 

bid them pradtife, with this lpint ot love and fear, 
D d lucic 
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thefe divine leflons , proftrate yourfelves every day 
before the infinite majefty of this God that you 
acknowledge -, iti this pofture, with tears in your 
eyes, and an heart broken and contrite with grief, 
for knowing him fo late, beg of him from the 
bottom of your heart -, that he would pleafe to raife 
you to thefe fublime truths, which reafon doth 
not difcover to you, but which it hath pleafed 
him to reveal to the world by his beloved Son, 
which at prefent make up the particular chara&er 
of the chriftian faith. 

It was not always fuch an eafy matter to obtain 
what I demanded ; the moft part of the Gentiles, 
accuftomed blindly to purfue their paffions, found 
more difficulty to embrace this novel kind of life, 
than to believe the moft abftrufe myfteries. Yet I 
can afture you, reverend father, that, of all thofe 
that fubmitted thereto in earneft, I faw not any 
that was not a few days after difpofed to believe 
the moft difficult things which the new teftament 
teacheth us ; fo true it is, that faith is the gift of 
God, that cannot be acquired by all the force of 
reafoning -, and thofe only obtain, who follow our 
Saviour’s counfel : Seek and ye Jhall find, knock and 
it Jhall be opened to you. God indeed, to accom- 
plifh this promife, did concur pretty often to the 
converfion in a moft miraculous manner -, and I ob- 
ferved in feveral new converts fo many enlighten- 
ings, juft upon their refolving to live well, and be 
confiant in prayer, that the Holy Spirit muft needs 
have illuminated them. 

A gentleman, whom reading and difputing had 
made to waver in his opinion, could not yet refolve 
to believe -, yet, he determined notwithftanding to 
praétife the morality of Jefus Chrift, fuppofing, 
that a good life would much conduce to difpel thefe 
mifts. At the firft, his doubts got ground of him 
inftead of being vanquifhed , the more he looked 

upon 
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upon the crofs, the more did his (pint revolt. He 
compared the fables of his own religion with the 
ignominious death of a God-man that lays the foun¬ 
dation of ours. They both feemed to him equally 
ridiculous *, and, take what care he could to fearch, 
nothing could he find that confirmed him more in 
chriftianity than in idolatry. His relations, and divers 
of his friends and acquaintance, ufed their utmoft 
endeavours to win him over to Jefus Chrift, but 
all to no purpofe ; and he was juft upon the point 
of taking up his old courfe again, when our blef- 
fed Lord flopped him upon the very brink of 
the precipice. 

One night (as I had it from his own mouth) he 
faw in his dream heaven open -, Jefus Chrift ap¬ 
peared to him full of majefty, fitting at the right 
hand of the Father, and furrounded with an infinite 
company of blefted fpirits -, on one hand, he (hewed 
him thofe eternal rewards that are promifed to chrif- 
tians -, on the other, he difcover’d to him profound 
abyftes, which the torments and ftirieks of a great 
many idolaters made gaftly and frightful. That is 
thy portion, faith he, with a threatening countenance, 
if thou doji not follow me. Oh ! fon, continued he 
with a more mild countenance, Muft my crofs dif- 
c our age you ? And muft a death, which is the fource 
of my glory, make you aftoamed ? 

This vifion frightened him, and he awakened quite 
another man; he did not look upon it as a dream, he 
did not bufy himfelf to find out what extraordinary 
thing chance and an over-heated imagination were 
capable oftentimes to produce during deep : the poor 
man being perfuaded, that God had fpoken to him, 
demanded to be baptiied with a great deal of impor¬ 
tunity -, nay, and he was fo far from having any 
trouble to fubmit to the belief of our myfteries, 
that he protefted he would willingly part with his 

life to defend the truth of them. 
Dd 2 Another, 
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Another, lefs knowing, but much more obfti- 

nate, did not only not forfake his errors, but did even 
feoff at and deride our mod holy myfferies, and 
was prefent at my inffrudHons only to jeer them ; 
yet had he permitted his wife to turn chriftian, 
becaufe he was not willing, by croffing her defire, 
to breed a difturbance in his family : but faid, he 
would have a great care of following her example, 
for fear the world fhould be apt to believe that all 
his family was run mad. 

Being naturally of a more fpritely temper and 
brifker than your Chinefe ufually are, I endeavoured 
to win by fair means more than by deputation ; 
at length, perceiving neither of them prove effec¬ 
tual, I went one evening to his houfe to fee him, 
and taking him afide : I depart to-morrow, fir, faid 
I, and am come to take my leave of you. I muff 
needs confefs, it is not without fome forrow, not 
only becaufe I leave you, but more efpecially be¬ 
caufe I leave you in your errors. At lead, before my 
departure, do me one fmall kindnefs ; your wife is 
a chriftian, fhe hath an image of the God-man, whofe 
religion I preach, do fo much as proftrate yourfelf 
fometimes before this fame image, and befeech him 
whom it reprefents, to illuminate your mind, if it 

‘ be true, that he hath power fo to do, and if he 
be capable of hearing you. He promifed me he would 
do it, and prefently after my back was turned he 
performed his promife. 

His wife, ignorant of what had paffed, feeing 
him upon his knees, adoring Jefus Chriit by often 
bowing his head before this image, fuppofed he 
was converted, and fent one of her relations into 
a houfe adjoining where I was, to acquaint me 
with it : I ran thither, and found him ftill fo taken 
up in this adtion, and in prayer, that I had not a 
mind to interrupt him. 

As 
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As foon as he rofe from his knees, I told him, 

I could not fufficiently fignify my joy to him, oc- 
cafioned by the wonderful change God had lately 
wrought in him. 

How ! faith he, all amazed, did you fee at fuch 
a diftance what paffed in my mind, or hath God 
revealed it to you? Jefus Chriffc himfelf, replied I, 
lets me underdand lo much, for he acquaints us, 
that thofe who afk any thing of his Father in his 
name Ihall be heard. Oh ! father, cried he, it is 
true, I am no longer the fame man, I perceive my- 
felf a chridian without yet knowing what chrrftia- 
nity means ; but pray indrudt me, 1 am ready to 
fubmit, and to receive baptifm this very moment 
if you pleafe. 

I told him, I baptifed nobody before I had firft 
inftruétedthem -, that, being obliged to depart, I would 
nominate a chridian to whom he might have re- 
courfe in my abfence. Fie confented to every thing, 
and we proftrated ourfelves before this miraculous 
image, to return thanks to the Divine Majefty, 
who can, when he fees good, from the hardeil 
dones raife up children unto Abraham. 

Amongd feveral other effeéts of that grace, where¬ 
with it hath pleafed God to biefs my million, the 
converfion of an old officer in the army feems 
worth the relating to you. From a private centinal, 
he was got up to be the king’s lieutenant in one ot 
the cities of the third order, and, notwithftanding he 
was very rich, yet had he never a concubine; his wife, 
being a chridian, obliged him to live in a more re¬ 
gular manner than other Mandarines. But nothing 
could determine him to turn chriilian ; not that he 
was bigotted to paganifm, his defire of advancing 
himfelf in the world took up all his thoughts, 

1 and he had till that time never owned any deity but 
his fortune. This indifferency for all forts of re¬ 
ligion is of all conditions the mod dangerous ; and 

D d j I have 
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I have found by experience, that a man is never 
at a greater diftance from the true God, than when 
he acknowledges none at all. 

Yet had he a great value for chriftians, becaufe 
he edified bv their innocent life. When I chanced to 

J 

go to his city, he always made me a vifit ; and, 
becaufe he thought it pleafed me, he went fome- 
times into the church to lie profirate before the altars. 
I thereupon took occafion to lay the bufinefs of his 
fiilvation home to him, but he heard the moft ferious 
things that I fpoke to him thereupon with a fmile. 

One day, {peaking to him of hell in a more terri¬ 
fying manner than ufual : You muft not be furprifed 
at my undauntednefs, fays he, it would be a great 
fhame for an old officer as Î am, to be afraid. Ever 
fince I turned foldier I took up the refolution to fear 
nothing -, but after all, faith he, what reafon can I 
have to fear ? I do nobody wrong, I ferve my 
friends, and am faithful to the emperor, and, if 
heretofore I have been fubjedt to the ufual difor- 
ders of youth, I am at prefent temperate enough 
in my pleafures. That is as much as to fay, re¬ 
ply’d I, that you drive to gratify the world, but 
you are no wife follicitous to render to God what 
you owe to him ; could you imagine you fhould be 
a good officer, in difcharging the particular duty of 
your calling, if you refus’d at the fame time to 
obey and acknowledge the emperor. 

’Tis not enough to be regular in all the actions of 
a private life -, the principal duty of a fubjedt is to 
fubmit to his fovereign, and the whole duty of a 
man is to own and fear God. You are in the right 
faith he, I do ferioufiy think it. You think fo in 
vain, reply’d I, if that God, which I fpeak to you 
of, does not give good thoughts. Beg of him thisL 
evening to enlighten your underflanding, he will 
hear your voice but do you remember alfo to liften 
to his, and follow it, - 

Altho5 
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Altho’ I could hope no more from this difcourfe, 
than from feveral other preceding ones, yet J ob- 
ferved he was wrought upon : I mentioned fome 
fuch thing to his wife, who took an occafion there¬ 
upon to fpeak home to him ; and one of his officers, 
being very zealous and well inffrubied, defired him 
at leaf! to afiilf at evening prayer to be performed 
in his houfe. His prefence ffirred up the fervency of 
his domefticks, and they all begged of Jefus Chriff, 
that he might be converted, with cries and tears, 
which the infinite goodnefs of the Almighty can 
fcarce ever withffand. 

From this very moment he began to waver, and 
the various thoughts he revolved in his mind a great 
part of the night, concerning the danger wherein he 
was, made him take up a refolution to go thro’ with 
religion. But our Lord inftruéled him concerning it 
immediately -, for, he ferioufly protefted, that being 
a little fleepy, he had fuch horrible reprefentations of 
hell, that he was no longer in fufpence whether 
or no he fhould refolve : Upon his awakening, he 
found himfelf a chriffian, or, at leaf! he took up 
a firm refolution fo to be as loon as pofiible he could. 
He forthwith repaired to the church where I faid 
mafs -, when it wras finifhed, I was furprifed to fee 
him at my feet begging baptifm of me, with his eyes 
bathed in tears : weeping, I fay, for fcarce could he 
utter his mind, fo much did his fighs and tears in¬ 
terrupt his difcourfe : He fpoke likewife with a much 
more confident air, and there was obferved, in his ac¬ 
tion, I know not what fort of fear that had feized 
him, of which he was not maffer. Whether it 
was that his imagination was ftill fmitten with the re- 
prefentation of hell, or whether God by this change 
was pleafed to make us, as well as him, appre- 
henfive that all the bravery and haughtinefs, that war 
is capable of infpiring, is not proof againft that lav¬ 
ing horror which he darts (when it pleafes him) into 

the moll undaunted hearts. 
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I had a great mind, according to my cuftom, to 
take fome time to examine and inftruft him, but he 
protefted that he would not go out of the church till 
he was baptifed : Perhaps Ijhall die this very night, 
faid he to me, and you would he grieved to know me e- 
ternally damned. His refolution not to forfake me, 
the intreaty of chriftians, that went down to the 
ground to me to obtain this favour, and I know not 
what internal motion prevailed upon me. I examined 
him about every point of religion ; he underitood 
one part of it, and learned the reft with fo much 
eaftnefs, that twro hours after I thought I could ini¬ 
tiate him into our myfteries. His converfion made 
a great noife in the city, feveral idolaters followed 
his example ; and, fince in heaven itfelf there is re- 
jo cing at the repentance of one ftnner, there is no 
queftion but the faints and angels were joyful of the 
converfion of this very man. 

This fubmiffion of our fpirit to the obfcureft my¬ 
fteries, how difficult foever it may feem, yet is it not 
the thing that troubles the Gentiles moft y feveral 
other confederations are greater rubs in their way. 
The firft is the reftitution of ill-gotten goods, which 
in reference to the merchants and Mandarines is an 
almoft unfurmountable obftacle, 

Injuftice and cozenage are fo common in China, 
in thefe two conditions, that few of them there are 
who have enriched themfelves any other way. A 
merchant always puts off his wares at the deareft 
rate he can poftibly, and never utters his good mer¬ 
chandize but when he cannot get rid of his bad. Cun¬ 
ning and craft, fo peculiar to this nation, feem to 
intitle it to the right of fophifticating all things. But 
the fanftity of our religion doth not permit what 
human laws tolerate : a man, when he is become 
rich by unjuft dealing, muft come and make up his 
accounts with God, when he does in earned: think he 
is come to the knowledge of him, I muft confefs, 

that 
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that I never infilled upon this point but it made me 
tremble. This is for the mod part a rock of offence 
to a Chinefe. 

They do not boggle at the myfteries, nor ever call 
them in queftion -, and the reafon is, becaufe they feem 
not cut out for fpeculative fciences. But as to the 
bullnefs of morality, they have a certain penetrating 
aptnefs, and think themfelves little inferior to us. 

4 It is very true, fays a merchant to me one day, 
4 man is not allowed to defraud or do wrong to his 
c neighbour -, but it is not I that cheat when I fell too 
4 dear, or when I put off my bad Huffs, the buyer 
4 abufeth himfelf. As he for his part defires to have 
4 them for nothing, or as little as he can, if I agree 
4 to it *, fo I likewife am in the right to exadt large 
* rates from him, and to receive them, if he be fo 
4 fimple as to give them me. This is the fruit of our 
4 induftry, and this profit is no violence, but the 
4 effedt of my calling, that teaches me to improve 
* my trade. 

4 Moreover, adds he, altho’ it fhould be true that 
4 I fhould poffefs another man’s goods, and that I 
4 fhould have committed a fault by enriching myfelf 
* at his coll, how can I have the conference at prefent 
4 to Hrip my children naked and reduce them to beg- 
4 gary ? Believe me, father, thofe, from whom I have 
4 extorted what they had, have. I’ll warrant you, 

■ done as much to others, who again have enriched 
4 themfelves after the fame manner. Here it is the 
* cuitom to deal thus, and every one in particular, 
4 (if they have any reafon) ought mutually to par- 
4 don one another for thefe finall faults, otherwile 
4 we mull undo and overthrow whole families, and 
4 introduce a diforder worfe than the mifehief that 
4 one hath committed. As for my part, I freely 
4 pardon thofe who have chowfed me, provided no- 
4 body will moleft me about the pretended wrong I 

4 have done him.” 
This 
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This is the language of the children of darknefs, 
of whom Jefus Chrift faith, That it is eafter for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich 
man to enter into the kingdom of heaven. Let a man 
reprefent to them what he pleafes, yet they always 
have their own way, being more obdurate than blind ; 
for they feldom fail of admiring juftice and an un- 
biafs’d humour in others. See here an example of 
what I fay, whereof I have been witnefs myfelf. 

A young man travelling in the province of Xenfi, 
where I chanced to be, found a purfe upon the road, 
of about ten or twelve crowns ; he had the honefty 
to inquire after the perfon to whom it belonged, that 
he might reftore it. This was look’d upon as an he- 
roical aétion by the Chinefe ; now the Mandarine of 
the place would not let him do it without a recom- 
pence ; he made an encomium of it himfelf in a 
difcourfe that was printed in a large character, and 
affixed upon the palace gate. 

But God Almighty, to whom even natural virtues 
are acceptable, was infinitely more gracious to this 
young man -, for, proceeding on his journey, a perfon 
unknown to him accofted him, and faid, how came 
it to pafs that you reftored the money fo generoufly ? 
Do not you know that it is none but the chriftians 
duty to do fuch things as thefe ? And know, that, in 
the flare wherein you are, all your moral actions will 
not hinder you from being damned ; believe me, you 
will do well to go to the father of the chriftians, and 
embrace their religion, without which all your up- 
rightnefs and natural equity will ftand you in no 
Head after death. 

He immediately obeyed, and return’d back to find 
me out *, he related to me, with abundance of modeft 
ftmplicity, what had happen’d to him, and ever and 
anon he would be faying, What is it to be a chriftian ? 
And what would you have me do ? I inftrudled him 
with fo much the more eafinefs3 becaufe he took 

nothing 



the New Chrijlians in China. 411 

nothing amifs : in a word, he was endued with fo 
much innocence and candor, that I was much taken 
with him ; fo that when I found him well difpofed, 
I proceeded to the baptifing of him, and put him in 
a way to fan&ify his good inclinations for the future. 

The devil, who underftands the blind fide of the 
Chinefe as to matter of intereft, hath infpired the 
idolaters with a maxim that always retains them in 
their errors. The people fancy that one is chriftian 
enough if he be poor, and that chriftianity was the 
religion of beggarly fellows ; fo that if there happen 
any misfortune in a family, if there chance to be a 
chriftian in it, all others prefently lay the blame upon 
him, and load him with their imprecations. One can¬ 
not, without a ftrong faith, reftft this perfecution, and 
when onepropofes to an idolater,prepoftefs'd with this 
falfe idea, to embrace the chriftian religion, inward 
grace muft be exceeding ftrong to oblige him to fa- 
criftce his fortune, and to forfake, as he imagines, 
all his temporal interefts. 

This very reafon fways almoft with all the Man¬ 
darines, who venture all as ioon as they think of be¬ 
coming chriftians. Father Adam’s fall, that drew 
along with it fo many illuftrious families in the late 
perfecution, makes their hair ftill ftand an end. They 
know that the religion of the Europeans is not ap¬ 
proved of by the laws, and withal, that they may 
deprive all fuch as embrace it of their lives and for¬ 
tunes. What protection foever the emperor may 
grant to the miftionaries, he may hereafter revoke it, 
he mav die -, and the parliament watch all opportuni¬ 
ties imaginable to root out chriftianky ; fo that the 
fear of loftng the deceitful riches of this world deprives 
a multitude of people of eternal bleftings, which they 
cannot lufficiently value, nor know the worth of. 

But now if a Mandarine, who has any work of 
grace upon his heart, wave all thefe considerations, 
yet upon his converfion he meets with another 

notable 
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notable obftacle to his perfeverance, ftill more diffi¬ 
cult to furmount than the former ; fince the pen fions 
of the officers are not capable to fupply the ufual ex- 
pences of their family, they have no other fund for 
to maintain it befides injuftice. 

The minifters of ftate, and chief presidents of fo- 
vereign courts of judicature of Pekin, do underhand 
exacft confiderable fums from the viceroys ; and thefe 
latter, to make it good, have recourfe to the prin¬ 
cipal Mandarines of the province, who again lay a 
tax upon the fubaltern officers : none dare prefume 
to difpenfe with it, without running into the danger 
of being quite undone -, infomuch that every one of 
them, that he may maintain his poft, gapes after 
getting money by hook or by crook. 

This miniftry of injuftice, which the ambition of 
the grandees, and avarice of fome of inferior rank, 
have introduced into the empire fince the laft revo¬ 
lution, gives a mortal blow to the eftablifhment of 
our moft holy faith upon a folid foundation, becaufe 
a chriftian Mandarine ceafes to be a good chriftian, 
if he fleeces and robs, or elfe he ceafes to be a Man¬ 
darine if he do not cheat. 

However, we meet with a great many of them, 
whom providence preferves, who have not bowed 
the knee to Baal. We have feen in China, as in the 
primitive church, fome examples of this chriftian 
generofity, that count the goods of this world as 
nothing, in hopes that the kingdom of heaven will 
one day be their inheritance. During the time of 
the perfecution there paft an hundred things of this 
nature, that might afford matter of edification -, but, 
being I fet down nothing but what I have feen, I 
Shall content myfelf to relate a more recent example 
which likewife much affe<fted me. 

A fervent chriftian, of the province of Xenfi, after 
he had enriched himfelf in divers honourable em¬ 
ploys, did at laft retire from the world, refolving to 
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lay out one part of his eftate in the fervice of God, 
and to difpofe of the other in leading a peaceable and 
innocent life with his family. He had built a church 
in the country, whither I fometimes went to admi¬ 
nister the facraments, and baptife the catechifts, 
whom he took fpecial care to train up himfelf-, but, 
his houfe (landing in a place that was a great thorough¬ 
fare, the troops, that are continually* going and 
coming in China, laid all his grounds wafle, not 
daring to do the lead damage to thole of his neigh¬ 
bour idolaters ; and this is the reafon that induced 
them to deal with him at this rate. 

TheChinefe are wont publickly to belch out curfes 
again ft thofe that do them wrong, efpecially, if they 
cannot be revenged of them other ways. If a man 
hath been robb’d in his houfe, and one cannot dif- 
cover the robber, every morning and evening, for 
feveral days together, the family’s bufinefs is to curfe 
him *, the father, mother, children, and the fervants 
take it by turns, and relieve one another in this exer- 
cife, and wifh him all mifehief imaginable ; they 
have (if I may fo exprefs it) Formula’s of foul lan¬ 
guage, and dire expreffions, which they repeat an 
hundred times, bawling as loud as poffibly they are 
able, at the gate, or upon the houfe-top -, and they 
imagine that the robber will come to lome harm by 
them, wherever he be, ’till luch time as he hath 
made amends for the wrong. 

Notwithstanding, there is not one of an hundred 
of thefe robbers, that give any heed to this tedious 
noife ; yet, fome there be that are frighted at it, 
and this fear prevents abundance of violence. Chri- 
ftians, who love their enemies, and wifh well to thole 
that do ill by them, are far from curling them ; fo 
that the foldiers that I told you of, fearing the curfes 
of the Gentiles, fpared their goods ; and, fearing no¬ 
thing from the wrath of this zealous chriilian, they 
plundered his houfe, ilole his truit, cut down his 

com. 
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corn, and pluck’d up his trees ; fo you fee his extra¬ 
ordinary patience drew upon him all the damage 
which otherwife would have equally fallen upon 

others. 
His friends, more concern’d at his Ioffes than 

himfelf, often laugh’d at his infenfiblenefs, and re¬ 
proach’d him pretty much in the fame manner as 
Job’s friends did him on a fuch like occafion, telling 
him, that all his blefling of God would not fecure 
him from lofing his eftate, and probably not from 
ftarving ; Benedic Deo & movere. Biefs God and die. 

They were always telling him, that it wasaftrange 
thing, that, for the bare obfervance of his religion, he 
would fee himfelf reduc’d to the utmoft extremity. 
If fo be, fay they, you are afraid yourfelf to utter 
curfes againft thofe rogues, fend one of your fervants 
to do it for you, or elfe let out your eftate to Gentiles, 
who will not be troubled with thefe ridiculous 
fcruples. 

This good man abounding in a lively faith, and 
that godly fimplicity fo conformable to the gofpel, 
made anfwer. That all he had was at God’s difpofal, 
that he would preferveit; and that, upon the whole, 
he had rather receive hurt than do any. He told 
me one day, my children take it very ill, that I 
leave my houfe and goods, at fixes and fevens, to be 
plunder’d at this rate. You know I have my parti¬ 
cular reafons to do thus, but they have none at all 
complain, fince the goods do not belong to them ; 
they have wherewithal to live, without being be¬ 
holding to any body, upon what I have referved for 
myfelf ; but altho’ they fhould be in want, yet I had 
rather, when I come to die, leave examples of vir¬ 
tue for their portion, that contribute to the faving of 
their fouls, than riches, that may make them lofe 
them. 

Thefe fentiments, moft reverend father, were fuch 
matter of joy, that I am not able to exprefs it to 
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you. I faid fometimes to myfelf, in the excefs of my 
joy. Is there more faith than that in Ifrael ? No, O 
Lord, I have loft nothing by leaving France, fince 
I find fome faints here ; thy Spirit hath indeed filled all 
the earth, and that profound fcience of falvation, 
that we in Europe have enjoy’d for fo many ages, 
begins at length to be fpread abroad to the extremi¬ 
ties of the world, by the ftupendous efficacy of 
thy holy word. 

Neverthelefs, becaufe his children were very urgent 
with me, to find out fome way or other to remedy 
this diforder, and that indeed it was convenient to 
prevent the Gentiles malice from prevailing over the 
Chriftians patience -, I permitted them, on fuch occa- 
fions as thefe, to make ufe of threatenings inftead of 
curfings -, and to tell them, I wifh you no harm ; 
yea, and I forgive that you have done me -, but 
God, who pleads my caufe, knows how to punifh, 
tho* I do not pretend to do it *, the time will come, 
when you fhall be fmitten with all the anathema’s 
that your unjuft violence deferves, and that curfe, he 
fends on you at prefent, will be to you the fource of 
all the miferies which his law forbids me to wifh to 
you : this expedient took effecft, and the chriftians, 
growing eloquent for their own intereft, did fo lively 
reprefent the judgment of God, that the idolaters 
durft no longer blame them. 

The fécond obftacle in my way, in converting the 
Chinefe, proceeded from the multitude of wives 
which the laws of that country permit them -, that 
is, in refpeét of the perfons of quality only, who, 
befides their own wives, take as many concubines as 
they are able to maintain *, for, as to the ordinary 
fort, they have not wealth enough to allow this ex¬ 
pence. The Mandarines are by their condition de- 
barr’d from all other divertifements, they are permit¬ 
ted only to eat now and then with their friends, and 
give them a play -, gaming, taking the air, hunting, 

private 
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private vifits, publick affemblies would be look’d 
upon in them as crimes of ftate -, fo that they feek 
no further than their houfe to find wherewithal to 
fupply the want of thofe pleafures which the laws 
abridge them of. 

Here and there one of them applies himfelf to 
ftudy, as the fureft means to advance him ; but the 
greateft part of the Mandarines compofe a kind of 
feraglio, wherein they fpend all the time that they 
can fteal from their affairs. One may judge by that* 
how little they are inclined to deprive themfelves 
of delights, to be fatisfied with one wife, whofe age, 
nay, and many times antipathy, have but already 
too much difgufted them. 

It is true, thofe, who aré converted, are permitted 
to take one of their concubines to wife, in cafe the 
lawful fpoufe hath not a mind to turn chriftian ; but 
the laws prohibit them to do fo : and in China, one 
cannot divorce his wife, except in fome very few 
particular cafes authorized by cuftom : moreover, the 
relations of her, whom her husband ihould have thus 
repudiated, would certainly be revenged on him, 
nay, and would force him by law to take her again ; 
fo that, when we propofe to the Mandarines the 
other difficulties of our religion, they difpute, they 
confider how to conquer them -, they do not defpair 
to do violence upon their inclinations ; but this laft 
point difcourages them at firft dafh, and deprives them 
of all thoughts of being converted. I will give you 
a notable example of what I fay. 

I was going one day from one village to another, 
in pretty bad weather, and, making hade to get there 
in time, I heard an horfeman behind, who gallop’d 
up to me ; he was a man of between fifty and three- 
fcore, well mounted, and attended by fome fervants : 
as foon as he had overtaken me, he told me, that the 
great efteem, hé had for the chriftian religion, gave 
him fome thoughts of getting himfeif fully inftrudted 

therein, 
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therein, and that nothing could ever be able to divert 
him from this refolution, becaufe he perceived in his 
mind a wonderful defire to embrace it. This ardency, 
faith I, fir, without all doubt comes from God ; 
flefh and blood do not infpire fuch like fentiments 
into you ; for my part, 1 am ready to adift you ; I 
hope, on your part, you will be perfuaded to follow 
the voice that calls you. We were afoot in the mid¬ 
dle of a great highway, and, taking him afide a little,' 
I began to indruét him : every thing appeared ra¬ 
tional to him ; and, after having run over all the 
myderies that are moft difficult, I advifed him to 
follow me into the church, whither it was my duty 
to go, when I call’d to mind that I had forgot the ma¬ 
terial point; I fuppofe, fir, added I, that you have no 
concubines, or, at lead, you are refolved to fend them 
packing ; for, without doubt, you are not ignorant, 
that it is not allowed chridians to marry feveral wives. 
The religion which I preach, and JefusChrid taught, 
applies itfelf principally to wean our hearts from fen fual 
pleafures, nay, and doth even fometimes' exhort us, 
to deprive ourfelves of thofe which realon permits. 

How ! faith he, dartled at this, am I oblig’d (if I 
have any thoughts of being a chridian) to turn off my 
concubines? Ah1 what hurt is there in keeping them? 
What will people fay of me in the world ? What will 
become of my children ? And what will become of 
myfelf ? But, is that really an article which cannot be 
difpenfed with ? I endeavour’d to pacify him, and 
make him apprehend that he labour’d under a midake, 
if, to overcome the difficulties of his conversion, he re- 
hed wholly upon his own natural drength,and prefent 
inclination : God,' faid I, who knows our corrupt na¬ 
ture, hath fecret methods whereby to affid us, that 
we do not at fil'd fo much ns dream of ; endeavour 
only to keep alive that good will he hath granted 
you, he will accomplish the red, you will find your- 
Self changed in relpect of this, as of all other things. 

* E e He 
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He liflened to me a good while without fpeaking 
a word, but at length taking his leave of me on the 
fudden, and making a low bow, he mounts brilkly 
on hcrfe-back, puts hours to his horfe, and rides full 
fpeed towards the place from whence he came -, I 
quickly loft fight of him, but methought I dill faw 
him, fo lively was his countenance for fome time 
imprinted upon my fpirit ; and I am {hill quite dif- 
confolate for lofing a foul in an in liant, which the 
grace of our Lord Jefus Chrill had been lo long 
preparing for me. 

But now, in refpebt of womens converfion, it is 
much more difficult. A concubine, for example, ac¬ 
knowledged the verity of religion, and the mifera- 
blenefs of her Hate and condition -, fhe had a great 
defire to come out of it, and receive baptifm ; it was 
told her, that the firfl Hep that faith acquir’d of her, 
was to live feparately from her pretended husband, 
and to forfake her fins, fo far fhe confents ; nay, 
fhe defires it with all her heart ; but to obferve what 
fhe reprefents to herfelf : I belong to a Mandarine 
who bought me, if I go out of his doors he hath a 
right to claim me, and take me again, and infliét 
punifhment upon me as his fiave. If by good fortune 
I avoid his purfuit, whither can I retire to be in more 
fecurity ? My kindred, who fold me, dare not har¬ 
bour me, and I fhall infallibly fall into the hands of 
another perfon, who will engage me in the Hate that 
1 feek to avoid ; I mull therefore remain in the houfe 
where I am ; but how fhall I be able to refill a bru- 
tifh fellow, who only confults his pafiion, jullified 
by the laws and example of the whole empire ? It is 
to no purpofe to lay before him the holinefs of chri- 
(lianity that I defire to embrace ; my intreaties, tears, 
y ea, my refillance, and all the efforts that I, poor I, 
can make, are not able to hinder him ; neverthelefs, 
i am refolved to run away whatever it colls me ; 
order me to do fomething, but pray do not refufe me 
baptifm. It 
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It fo falls out fometimes, that an idolater, taking 
diftafte at fome extravagant caprichio of his chriftian 
wife, does .wrongfully accufe her, and obtains leave, 
by the force of money, to fell her to another ; yea, 
fometimes without any legal procefs of juftice, he 
fells her, and retires into another province -, this wo¬ 
man gets into the hands of another man ; how can 
fhe avoid fin, receive the facraments, and perfevere 
in the faith ? In truth, the miflionâries are at their 
wit’s end, having at that time no other courfe to take, 
but to go to prayer, that God, who lincerely defires 
the falvation of all men, would pleafe to make ufe 
of thofe fecret means, that his almighty power is wont 
to produce, when his ordinary providence, and the 
efforts of our good defires, prove ineffectual. 

We have, moft reverend father, fo much the more 
reafon to hope for thefe diftinguifhing favours from 
God in fuch like occafions, becaufe he often grants 
them, even then when we do not judge them abfo- 
îutely neceftary. It is true, miracles are not fo com¬ 
mon in China, as the date of that empire would feem 
to require : The emperor, to whom we have re¬ 
lated thofe which God hath been pleafed to work in 
other nations, does fometimes reprove us for it. Are 
we, faith he, in a worfe condition than the Barbari¬ 
ans, that have fo frequently feen their fick healed, 
and their dead raifed to life ? What have we done 
to God, that he renders our converfion fo difficult ? 
You come from the utmoft ends of the earth, to 
preach up a new law to us, contrary to nature, ele¬ 
vated above reafon : Is it juft, that we fhould take 
your word for it ? Do fome miiacles that may war¬ 
rant the truth of your religion, and I’ll pafs my word 

for the fincerity of our faith. 
We have frequently told him, that God was the 

mafter and giver of thefe gifts, and that he diftri- 
buted them according * to the decrees of his eternal 
wifdom ; that it is out of our fphere to fathom their 
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did not work thefe pro¬ 
digies in kings courts, becaufe he forefaw the ill ufe 
they v/ere likely to make of them ; fometimes be¬ 
caufe giving them better parts and abilities, and more 
penetration than to others, thefe ordinary graces 
were fufficient for them ; whereas the fimple vulgar, 
and the rude, unciviliz’d nations, flood in need of 
the fenfible marks of his almightinefs, for the more 
eafy difcovering of the truth ; yea, and it is more 
than probable alfo, that carnal prudence, which is at 
fuch enmity with the Spirit of the bleffed Jefus, the 
foftnefs, ambition, and luxury of great perfons 
draw upon them this terrible chaftifement, and that 
God in his juft judgment refufeth miracles to perfons 
who do themfelves refufe to fubmit to the moft plain 
and ordinary laws of nature. 

But, my lord (have fome replied) the charity of 
that great number of miffionaries, who joyfully 
forfake Europe, where their quality, eftates, and their 
fcience ought naturally to detain them ; who tra- 
verfe athoufand dangers, to come hither to facrifice 
themfelves to the happinefs of your people ; and 
with fo unbiafled and confiant zeal, fir : Is not there 
fomething of a prodigy in it ? And fhould it not be 
as powerful to perfuade you as miracles ? If they be 
fuch knowing, learned men as your majefty allows 
them to be, how do they abufe themfelves ? And if 
they be wife, as you feem to think them, why do 
they abandon all the pleafures of this world, to come 
fo far to deceive others, and all to no purpofe ? 
After all the refleélions they have made this hundred 
years upon the different religions of China, there is 
not one of them, who hath not judg’d them all 
wholly contrary to reafon ; but, during fo many ages 
that we have examined the chriftian religion, we have 
not obferved amongft us one wife man, and of good 
morals, that hath fufpeéled it of falfhood. Thefe 
anfwers do ufually put him to a ftand, and force 

him 
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him to make certain reflections that do not a little 
difturb him. 

In fhort, moll reverend father, if miracles he 
wanting at Pekin, the bufmefs is otherwife in the 
provinces, feveral are there wrought, and thofe of 
father Faber are fo generally known, that it is fome- 
what difficult not to believe them ; not that I go 
about to juftify all that is related of thofe, nor of a 
great many more prodigies, which they relate on 
fmall grounds : but, you’ll give me leave not to 
doubt of thofe whereof I myfelf have been witnefs ; 
and peradventure, mod reverend father, you rely fo 
much upon my fincerity, as to be inclined to believe 
them likewife upon my teftimony. 

In a village in the province of Xenfi, near the 
city of San-uyen, there lived an idolater, devout in 
his way, and extremely addiéted to thefe fuperftitions: 
at the time of full moon, he burnt commonly, in ho¬ 
nour of his gods, gilded, or filver’d papers, wrapp’d 
up in different figures, according to the cuftom of 
the country. One day, preparing to offer this kind 
of facrifice before his gate, there arofe a fform that 
forc’d him to retire into his houfe, where he lighted 
the faid papers in the middle of a hall, without tak¬ 
ing any farther care ^ but the wind, blowing open the 
gate, drove them up and down every where, and 
they had not time to prevent one part from flying 
into a ftack of ftraw, which fet fire on the houfe. 

People came running, but the conflagration became 
fo furious, in a moment, that it was impoffible to ex- 
tinguifh it. The houfe, on one fide adjoining to the 
idolater’s, belong’d to a chriftian, and by this time 
feem’d (half encompafled with the flame driven furi- 
oufly by the wind) to be in danger of being quickly 
quite confumed. This poor man, attended with di¬ 
vers others, got upon the houfe-top, and did his en¬ 
deavour, but all in vain, to defend himfelf from the 
conflagration * when his brother very confidently 
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came as near the fire as he durft poftibly, and fell on 
his knees upon the tiles, and looking up to heaven, 
faid, 0 Lord, for fake not thofe that -put their truft in thee \ 
all that thou haft heft owed upon us is here -, if we lofe it, 
the whole family is reduced to the utmoft extremity : pre- 
ferve it, 0 my God, and I promife before thee, that I 
will affemble all the chriftians in the neighbourhood, and 
we will go to church together, to demonftrate my acknow¬ 
ledgment of the fame. Thereupon, he loofed a finall re¬ 
lique from his chaplet, and threw it into the middle of 
the flames, that by this time cover’d part of the houfe. 

This aCtion, perform’d with fuch a fprightly air, 
did equally attract the attention of chriftians and 
idolaters, who, mightily aftonilhed at their compa¬ 
nion’s confidence, expeCted the event of the bufmefs 
when Heaven, all on a fudden, declar’d itfelf in a 
moft miraculous manner: the wind, blowing violently, 
forthwith flacken’d, and a contrary wind, ftronger 
than that ariftng at the fame time, drove the violent 
ftreams of the fames to the oppofite fide, upon the 
houfe of a wicked falfe-hearted chriftian, that had 
lately abjured : it was conftimed in a moment, be¬ 
coming an example of divine vengeance, as the 
houfe, that Heaven preferved, was an evident token 
of his protection. 

1 was at that time fix miles from the village. ’Tis 
true, my urgent bu ft nefs hindered me from being 
myfelf upon the fpot j but I fent very credible per- 
fons thither, to be inform’d about it. The pagans, 
ftrft of all, bore witnefs to the truth ; and, fome while 
after, the chriftians thereabouts, conducted by him 
who was lately heard in his prayer, appear’d in my 
church to fulfil his vow ; where, with one accord, 
they eccho’d forth the praifes of the great God, who 
alone is able to caufe his voice to be heard by the 
moft infenftble creatures, to the confufton of falfe 
gods, that are not themfelves capable to hear the 
voice of rational creatures» 

Some 
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Some months after, there happened a thing no lefs 
furprifing, the confequences whereof were very be¬ 
neficial to religion : an idolater, of an indifferent for¬ 
tune, felt himfelf afiaulted with an unknown dif- 
tcmper*, it was fo catching, that his mother and 
wife fhar’d in it likewife : two or three times a week 
he fell into fainting fits, which, at the beginning, 
look’d like fwooning, and then turn’d again into cruel 
head-achs, pains in the ftomach and bowels ; fonie- 
times they found themfelves extremely agitated, as 
if they’d had a fever ; they loft the ufe of their 
reafon, their eyes rolled in their heads, and men 
judged by feveral ether unufual poftures, that the 

' devil had a hand in the matter. 
They were the more perfuaded to it, becaufe they 

often found their houfe all put out of order, the 
chairs, tables, and earthen veffels overthrown, not 
knowing on whom to lay the fault. The phyficians, 
whofe intereft it was to p.tfs judgmeir, that nature 
on the one hand, and the malice of the people of the 
family on the other, were the caufe of thefe feveral 
allions, made ufe of all their medicines to cure 
them. The Bonzes, on the contrary, aftured them, 
that the devil was the author of the mifehief, and 
demanded unreafonable alms to ftop its courfe. So 
that the good people, abufed on every hand, had 
thrown away all their eftate, in four years time, up¬ 
on the covetoufnefs of thefe impoftors, without 
finding any benefit : however, feeing the diftemper 
afforded them fome intervals, they fought up and 
down in the cities thereabouts, for new remedies for 

their griefs. 
One day, this idolater going for this purpofe to 

the chief city, he found a chriftian upon the road, 
to whom he told his condition, and how miierably 
he was handled. No queftion, faith the chriftian, 
but it’s the devil that torments you: but you well de- 
ferve it ^ why do you ferve fo bad a mafter ? Wç fear no 
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fuch thing, becaufe we acknowledge one God, whon; 
the devils adore *, yea, they tremble before his image ; 
and the crofs only, that we wear about us, hinders 
him from coming near us. If you will accept of a 
picture of Jefus Chrift, and. you and all your family 
will honour it, it will not be long before you fee 
the effects of it : however it is foon tried, it fhall coil 
you nothing, and you may judge by that, that I 
have no other aim but your benefit. 

The idolater confented to it, and, hanging the ho¬ 
ly image in the moll honourable place of the houfe, 
he pro fixated himfelf before it with profound refpedt, 
and begged every day, morning and evening, of our 
Saviour, that he would vouchfafe to heal his body, 
and inlighten his mind. His mother and daughter 
followed his example*, and, from that very moment, 
the demons abandoned the place, of which Jefus 
Chriil had taken poftefiion. 

Thefe good people growing ftronger and ftronger 
in faith, as the evil fpirit gave ground, began at laft 
to think of being converted in good earneft. They 
came to inquire for me at Sigan, the ufual place of 
iny residence, and demanded baptifm of me ; they 
had already got themfelves inftruéted ^ they had 
moreover got all the prayers by heart that we teach 
the late catechumens : but, their diftemper making a 
great noife in the country, I was willing every body 
fhould be witneffes of this conversion, and fo went to 
the village myfelf, hoping this miracle might fettle 
chriftianity therein, uponafolid bafis. 

Juft upon my appearing, all the inhabitants fol¬ 
lowed me to the place where the image was ft ill hang¬ 
ing ; then I begun to tell them, that they were not to 
queftion the verity of our religion, God having him¬ 
felf fpoken by a manifeft miracle ; but that I had cau- 
fed them to afiemble, to inftrudl and baptife them: 
For, in a word, what do you defire more to be con¬ 
vinced of the weaknefs of your gods, and the power 
"w""" .^ • of 
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of our God? the demon laughs at you, fo long as you 
oppofe him with nothing but idols*, but he is notable 
to hold it out againd the image only of the chrif- 
tians God. Do you imagine to efcape this God after 
death, whofe power hell owns, and whofe judice 
it experiences every moment. 

The multitude interrupted me by a thoufend 
ridiculous objections, which I eadly anfwered *, at 
lad, fomebody told me, that the devil had no hand 
in the malady in queftion *, that, how extraordinary 
foever it appeared, it might proceed from feveral na¬ 
tural cauies : That is, faid I, the mod rational thing 
you can fay, but yet does no way extenuate the 
greatnefs of the miracles. Let the malady come from 
the devil, or from nature, I will not examine that ; 
but it is certain at lead, that the cure comes from 
God, whofe image this man hath wordlipped ; and 
there is no lefs power requifite to cure natural dis¬ 
tempers, than to drive out evil Spirits. This reafon 
fhould have made an equal impreflion on all minds ; 
but grace, that added differently in the hearts, gave 
place in dome to voluntary obduratenefs, whild .it 
triumphed over the obdinacy of others. Twenty- 
five perfons at lad gave glory to God, who alone 
worketh great marvels ; Qui facit mirahilia magna 
folus ; and were fhortly after baptifed. 

Thefe hauntings and infedations ot demons are 
very ordinary in China amongd the idolaters ;and it 
looks as if God permitted it fo to be, to oblige them 
to have recourfe to him. Some time after this acci¬ 
dent that I but jud now related, a maid, jud upon 
her marriage, was attacked with a complication of 
feveral difeafes, which the phyficians knew not what 
to fay to, and which the Chinefe are wont to afcribe 
to the demons. Her mother perfuaded her to turn 
chridian, and he, that was to marry her, promifed to 
build a church to the God of the chridians, in cafe 
baptifm gave her any relief : as foon as ever this 

maid 
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maid had taken this courfe, fhe found herfelf not 
only relieved, but perfectly cured. 

But her hufband was fo far from following her ex¬ 
ample, that he mifufed her federal times for having 
obliged him to renounce his faith ; for the Bonzes 
perfuaded him, that this ficknefs was but a piece of 
artifice in his mother in-law ; and this fancy alone 
put him into fuch a fit of melancholy, that he was 
infupportable to the whole family, but efpecially to 
his wife, who, from that very inftant, became an 
object of his averfion. It was in vain to reprefent 
to him his own miftake, and the malice of the Bon¬ 
zes, for he always protefted, that, if fhe wTould not 
take up her old religion again, he would lead her an 
ill life all her days. 

God, to undeceive him, fuffered the demon to tor¬ 
ment his wife as before *, fo fhe relapfed into her for¬ 
mer convulfions : fhe was more efpecially feared at 
the fight of a great company of fpeCfcres, that let her 
not have an hour’s reft. Thus tofied up and down, 
abandon’d to her hufband’s inhumanity, that beat her 
amelly, fhe in all appearance led a very uncomfort¬ 
able life ; yet, remaining immovable in her faith, 
God always upheld her, and temper’d and allay’d, by 
the inward fweetnefs of his grace, the bitternefs of 
thefe afflictions \ he comforted her likewile by fen- 
fible vifitations, by his word, and by the unfpeak- 
able cogitations that he from time to time infufed into 
her foul : infomuch, that this condition, that gained 
her the compaflion of all that knew her, was to her 
a foretafte of paradife. She exprefs’d herfelf much- 
what to this purpofe to her mother, who related it 
to me with tears in her eyes *, for her hufband could 
not endure that I fhould fee her. 

At firft, I gave little credit to this difeourfe, yet 
at length I was apt to believe there was fomething 
fupernatural in it ; for one day, coming to a city 
diftant from the chief city, where I fojourned, about 

threefcore 
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threefcore miles, there I found this good woman 
with a great company of chriflians of the neighbour¬ 
ing towns, which fhe had taken care to get together, 
being confident that I would come at the very mi¬ 
nute that fhe had fix’d in her mind, and it fell out 
accordingly. It much furprifed me to fee her there, 
for I had no defign to come thither ; and it was only 
by chance that fomebody had, about five or fix hours 
before, made me refolve to come thither, fo that 
nobody could give her notice of this my refolution. 
I took her in private, to learn of her how fhe came 
to know this ; fhe told me, that her daughter, after 
a violent aflault of a demon, had been vifited by our 
blefled Lord ; that, when this extafy was over, fhe 
advifed her to acquaint the chriflians, and bring them 
to this village, for without all peradventure I would 
come thither on fuch a day : In fine, added fhe, not 
being able to come thither myfelf, and feeing my 
fins render me unworthy to partake of thofe facred 
my Aeries, pray defire the father to offer up the holy 
facrifice of the mafs for me, and the conversion of my 
hufband. This poor mother, relating to me this ac- 
aocident, wept bitterly for the prefent flate of her 
daughter -, neverthelefs, the accomplifhment of this 
prophecy comforted and built her up in her mo A 
holy faith. I cannot tell what happened fince that 
time, for the neceflity of my affairs obliged me to 
leave that province. 

The extraordinary things that I have feen, the 
zeal of the chriflians, and the inclination of idola¬ 
ters to be converted, infpired me with an affectionate 
zeal for their falvation, and I heartily wifh to beftow 
the remainder of my life upon the cultivating this 
precious portion of our Lord’s inheritance : but 
fome fuperior reafons, which I am bound to obey, 
fnatch me from it fore againfl my will ; at this- 
feparation, I was more fenflble than ever of my lofs. 

Thefe 
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Thefe good people, fo affectionate to their pallors, 
were almoft ready to offer violence to me -, but, un¬ 
derstanding that they could not detain me without 
oppofing the will of God, they abandon’d themfelves 
to borrow, and gave fuch .abundant marks of their 
affeétion, that I myfelf never fhed more real and bit¬ 
ter tears : they waited for me upon the highway in 
crowds, where they had fpread tables from fpace to 
fpace, covered with all forts of fruits and confec¬ 
tionaries. It "was fometimes neceffary to make a Hop* 
not to eat, but to hear their complaints, and to com¬ 
fort them, for leaving them as jheep without aJhepherd. 
They made me promife them to return as foon as 
poffible, or to fend them fomebody in my place. 
Thus I took mv leave of thefe fervent chriftians, 

» • . 
melted with their tears, but much more edified with 
their faith and the innocence of their lives. 

God, who knows the violence I committed upon 
myfelf, comforted me by an eminent converfion he 
vouchfafed to work at the fartheft limits and laft vil¬ 
lage of this province. There is fomethingin it fo lig¬ 
nai that I cannot forbear relating it. 

I departed from Sigan the metropolis of this pro¬ 
vince upon the eve of a considerable feftival of our 
Lady, which I was naturally engaged to Spend in 
that church, where the multitude, and devotion of 
believers invited me to fay mafs that day, and to admi¬ 
nister the facraments to them, being the laft time I was 
likely to do it -, yea, and the publick edification did 
even feem to require it of me, every one in general 
defired I would ; and, I don’t know how contrary to 
reafon, I v/as very obftinate and refolute not ter de¬ 
lay my journey a minute ; but the truth is, I felt in¬ 
wardly I know not what internal motion that would 
not give me leave to ftay any longer ; nay, more 
than that, in fpite of the fuperllition of the Chinefe, 
who obferve lucky and unlucky days to begin jour- 
nies, I made my idolater guides to depart on a day 

mark’d 
t. , - V .1 
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mark’d in thekalendar for an unfortunate one. They 
were furprifed at this precipitation -, yea, and I my- 
fclf, reflecting afterwards upon it, could not choofe 
but condemn it, not understanding then by what Spi¬ 
rit I was influenced and impulfed, but God let mepre- 
fently understand it. On the fourth day after my de¬ 
parture, I continued my journey, and I was juft upon 
my arrival in the very fartheft city of the province of 
Xenfl, when a man that rid poft, pafling juft by me, 
tell to the ground, and by his fall was lik to have 
turned me over on the other fide : this accident 
flopped me a little, and afforded time to the travel¬ 
ler, who was got up again, to take a view of me. 

Notwithstanding the multitude of paftengcrs was 
great, yet, my long beard and European mien made 
me prefently be known to be a miflionary : I am 
very fortunate, fays the man immediately, to meet 
with you ; that accident, that happened to me, Spares 
me the labour of a long journey, and will engage 
you to a good deed. My mafter, who lives not 
above half a league from hence, ordered me to ride 
poft to Sigan, to engage you to come to him -, he 
hath been indifpofed thefe Several months, and we 
are apt to believe that he ferioufly thinks of being 
converted. I quickly left the highway to follow 
him, and we reached the houfe at one o’ dock in the 

afternoon. 
He was a doCtor of high renown by his extrac¬ 

tion and understanding, living formerly at Pekin, 
but baniShed Some years before into Xenfl, for I know 
not what bad buflnels -, the time of his banifhment 
expired, and he was reiolved to return to court, as 
Soon as his health Should permit him to take his jour¬ 
ney, for he did not look upon his diftemper to be 
dangerous : the fever had left him, and befldes a 
cough that troubled him now and then, and made 
him ftill keep his bed, he perceived no conflderable 

inconvenience. 
His 
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His fervant being juft departed, when he faw me 

come into his houfe, he was feized with aftonifhment, 
as if God had tranfported me into his houfe in a mo¬ 
ment: Is it poflible, cries he, all in tears, that Heaven 
fhould work wonders for fuch a wretch as I am ? God 
hath follicited me thefe many years to go to him, 
without receiving any thing from my hardnefs of 
heart *, Jtis but a moment ftnce I begged of him to 
come to me in the perfon of one of his minifters, he 
not only hears me,butdoes even anticipate my defires. 
This is fomewhat beyond the power of nature, and 
this favour does the bufinefs of my change. You 
know by that, father, that this great God is con¬ 
cerned in my falvation, and that it is his pleafure that 
you fhould contribute fomething to further it. Then 
proceeding, You fee, faith he, my wife, children, and 
daughter, they have been all chriftians a long time 
ago ; and I can fay, that God hath made ufe of me 
as an infiniment to undeceive them of their errors. I 
have given them your books, I have explained the 
maxims and morality of it to them, for the fanblity, 
which your religion infpires, perfuaded me I fhould 
have a well ordered family, as foon as it fhould be a 
chriftian family. I was not miftaken, and my confci- 
ence would not have given me the lye, had I fol¬ 
lowed their example -, but I have a long time la¬ 
boured to procure their welfare, and could never find 
in my heart to confult my own: now it is high time 
to follow that way I have fhewed to others. The 
court, whither I am going, is not a proper place for 
converfion -, and I thought it was my duty, whilft it 
is called to day, to feek God, for fear the hurry of the 
world, wherein I am going to engage, fhould hinder 
me from finding him hereafter. . o 

All his family, which came about us upon this, 
wept for joy ; but that, which affeéled me moft, was 
that fervency I lav/ expanded in the. eyes, counte¬ 
nance, and in all the motions of the fick perfon. I 

had 
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had taken no refrefhment, and it was near two of the 
clock, and I was defirous to defer his baptifm till 
after dinner *, but I found it impoflible to obtain any 
delay. I therefore began to examine him, and he was 
ready to anfwer to all the articles of religion, that I 
yielded at length to all his urgent intreaties. I bap- 
tiled him, and he accompanied the whole aétion 
with fuch ardent and lively meditations of love, hu¬ 
mility, faith, and hope, that nothing in ai1 my life 
did ever fo much demonstrate to me what the holy 
Spirit is able to do in a heart, when it alone pleafes to 
take it to talk, without the afliftance of its mi- 
nifters. Some while after I left him alone full of 
confolation, and retired to a chamber to take a little 
repofe, of which I had extreme need. 

But fcarce had I been there half an hour, but I 
heard great cries in all the family. They called for 
me every where -, and, running upon the noife to the 
lick man’s chamber, I found him expiring in the 
embraces of his wife and children. I endeavoured to 
put him in mind of the laft thoughts of baptifm ; he 
ftill repeated with a languifhing note the names of 
Jefus and Mary -, but yet he received the extreme 
unétion in a manner infenfible, after which he calmly 
gave up the ghoft. All thofe that were prefent cried, 
O it was a miracle ! and recollecting what had hap¬ 
pened at my departure, upon the road, and in the 
houfe, they did no longer queftion but that all that 
had been managed by" an over-ruling providence, 
that had made ufe of all thefe fecret methods, for 

to procure him a blefled exit. 
At that time the Spirit of the Lord feized upon all 

hearts, nobody wept ; the fpiritual joy was fo uni- 
verfal, that nothing was heard any where but blef- 
fings, prailes, and thankfgivings, to that gracious 
Gcd, that had but now wrought fuch ftupendious 
miracles in his fervant. V\ hat is to be mod ad¬ 
mired is, that there was not obferved in him that 

deformity 
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deformity that death commonly leaves behind it ; 
but, on the contrary, I know not what air of fweet- 
nefs and devotion feemed difplay’d over his counte¬ 
nance, and did fufficiently intimate the bleffed date 
of his foul. He was laid in date, according to the 
cudom of that country, where I found him the next 
day twenty hours after jud as he was ; his hands and 
arms befides were as flexible as if he had been but in 
a dumber. 

Thus God, by one ofthofe many profound fecrets 
of his prededination, vouchfafes to enlighten a foul 
fometimes in the midd of the darknefs of idolatry, 
and lnatch it from the jaws of hell by a continual 
feries of miracles ; whild millions of others, educated 
in the bofom of the church, are, by his jud judg¬ 
ment, given over to a reprobate mind. 

Thefe are, mod reverend father, the mod extra¬ 
ordinary things that have happened to me, during 
the fmall time that I have had the care of the mif- 
don of Xend : If I mention not what pafled in the 
other provinces of China, it is not becaufe God doth 
not work fuch like miracles therein, but by reafon I 
have no exaét memorial of them, I was afraid, led, 
relating upon hear-fay, I lhould be deficient in fome 
confiderable circumdances -, and I had rather let 
them be fet down in writing hereafter, by thofe who 
are better informed than myfelf. 

This I can add over and above, to give you a 
a more exaét account of what good there hath been 
done in the empire. There are above two hundred 
churches or private chapels, dedicated to the true 
God, and governed by certain ecclefiadical fuperiors ; 
Pekin, Nankim, and Macao have each its particu¬ 
lar bifhop, by the nomination of the mod ferene 
king of Portugal, who, by his zeal and liberalities, 
continues to uphold chridianity throughout all the 
Ead, which all his predeceflors have there eftablifhed 
with fo much glory.- 
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The other provinces, when I departed, were under 
the jurifdidtion of three apodolick vicars, * one 
whereof is an Italian of the order of St. Francis, f 
the two others are ecclefiafticks, Frenchmen by na¬ 
tion, doétors of the Sorbonne, of lingular worth 
the miflionaries, that labour under their order, are 
likewife of different nations. There are four ecclefi- 
afticks of the feminary of foreign midions of Paris, 
amongd whom the abbot of Lionne is very eminent 
for his zeal and application to the ftudy of langua¬ 
ges -, they reckon much about the fame number of 
fathers of St. Dominic, twelve or fifteen Francifcans, 
and three or four of the order of St. Auguftin : all 
thefe monks are Spaniards, and come into China by 
Manille. 

The jefuits who founded this million, and who 
by the extraordinary favours of his majefty the king 
of Portugal, as well as of the emperor of China, 
have been in a capacity to make condderable fettle- 
ments, do maintain a great number of midionaries 
there ; there were about forty of them at the time of 
my departure. Since that time the fathers Grimaldi 
and Spinola || brought feveral others thither. But 
what dgnify forty or thiedcore labourers in fuch a 
vaft field ? May it pieate the Mafter ot the harveil 
to hear the voice of thole that labour therein, who, 
groaning under the burthen and heat ol the day, beg 
relief: or, at lead:, may he pleafe to died abroad 
abundantly upon us that drib ipint ot the gofpel, 
which, in one apodle alone, was diffident heretofore 

to convert the greateft empires. 
Not but that the prelent ftate of the church doth 

afford matter of confolation, to thofe who are con¬ 
cern’d for the glory of Jefus Chrift. They labour 
with no fmall fuccels ; nay, there are but few midio¬ 
naries, that do not baptile every year three or four 

* The reverend father de LioniJJ'a. t Monf. Maigrot 
and monfieur Pin. |] l ather $t;nola died by the way. 
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hundred perfons ; infomuch, that in five or fix years 
they reckon above fifty thoufand idolaters converted. 
Befides that, they baptile every year four or five 
thoufand children in the directs of Pekin, which 
they go to look for every morning from door to 
door, where we find them half perifh’d with cold 
and hunger j nay, fometimes half eaten up by dogs. 
If they fhould do no more good but this, the milTio- 
naries would think themfelves well enough rewarded 
for all the pains they take. 

But that, which ought to animate us to cultivate 
this miflion better than all others, is the hope one 
day to convert the emperor ; the change of whofe 
religion would infallibly be followed by the in tire con- 
verfion of the whole nation ^ fo that although we 
fhould wait for this happy moment three or four 
ages, without any other profit than what we hope 
for, in time to come, we fhould be too happy in 
preparing by our patience the way of the Lord in 
this new world, which perhaps will make better im¬ 
provement of the faith, that our fucceflors fhall bring 
to it, than Europe does at prefent of that our fore¬ 
fathers intruded it withal. 

In fhort, aitho’ amongft the chridians that are in 
China, we can reckon no more princes and minifiers 
of date fince the lad perfecution of father Adam ; 
yet, for all that, we baptife every year Mandarines, 
doctors, and other perfons of quality -, yet it is true, 
that the common people make up the greated num¬ 
ber: Non multi potent es, non multi nobiles. And it is 
no news to own, that the poor have always been the 
eleht portion and precious inheritance of Jefus Chrid 

* in the church. 
The main body of chridians is in the province of 

Nankirn, and more efpecially in the territory of Cham- 
hai ; but the faith is more lively in the provinces of 
Quamtum, Pekin, Xenfi, and Xanfi. There are in 
proportion as many Tartarians as Chinefe chridians ; 

thefe 
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thefe are more docile, and much eafier to be con¬ 
verted -, yet in the time of temptation th y have not 
half fo much courage. The Tartars, on the con¬ 
trary, being naturally of a brisk temper, do not ea- 
fily (loop under the yoke of the gofpel ; but thofe, 
over whom grace hath once triumphed, are endued 
with a virtue that is proof againft the foreft perfec¬ 
tions. As for women, which we fee more rarely, 
altho* they be îefs inftru&ed than the men, yet their 
innocence, their confiant attendance at prayer, their 
blind fubmidion to the precepts of faith, and the 
mod; harfh and fevere practices of chriflian piety, 
do in tome meafure fupply their defeCt of know¬ 
ledge, as to the particulars of our mylferies. 

It were to be wifli’d, that the beauty and orna¬ 
ment of our churches might answer the devout fer¬ 
vour of chriftians : but, befides that the Chinefe 
are no great architects, this novel chriftianity, fo fre¬ 
quently fhaken by perfecutions, compofed for the 
mofl part of the poorer fort of people, only tolerated 
by the bye, and always forced to obferve a great many 
punctilio’s, and keep within bounds, hath not yet 
been in a condition to rear magnificent temples. Ne- 
verthelefs it is matter of aflonifhment, that the mif- 
fionaries, with fuch a pitiful fund as theirs is, fhould 
be able on this fcore to do fo much. 

The church of Pekin is very well built ; the fron- 
tifpiece, the {tones of which were laid by the mifiio- 
naries themfelves, is very proportionable and pleafing. 
Thofe in Kiamcheu, Cham-hai, and Jocheu, that 
which the fathers have at Canton, and divers others 
are as fine as our ordinary churches of Europe -, but 
the church of Hamcheu was fo very pretty and neat, 
that one could not enough admire it : vou could fee 
nothing but gildings, paintings, and curious pictures, 
it was all over adorn’d with them i yea, and ta ere was 
a great deal of fymmetry and order in the whole. 
That delicate red and black varniih, which the Chi- 

F f 2 nefes 
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nefe are fo expert at, to which they give a particu¬ 
lar relief or emboffment, by the flowers of gold and 
other figures wherewith they enrich it, did produce 
the fineft effect in the world to compleat the whole. 

But this goodly church, the produéfc of chriftians 
devotion, and of father Intorcetta’s zeal, is lately 
reduc’d to afhes by a dreadful conflagration, that 
confum’d one quarter of the city ; and, in all proba¬ 
bility, we fhall not be in a capacity a long time to 
perform any thing like it. Neverthelefs it will be 
our comfort to fupport us after this lofs, if it fhall 
pleafe our blefled Lord to deftroy, at the fame time, 
that pack of idols which have overflow’d the whole 
empire*, and that he will vouchfafe to raife himfelf 
living temples in the hearts of the new believers, 
where he may be worfhipped in fpirit and truth ; 
wherein, for want of ours, they may offer to him 
the facrifice of praife and thankfgiving. 

I fhall not entertain you, moft reverend father, 
concerning the tranfacftions of the Indies, where the 
revolution of a huge kingdom, the jealoufies of fome 
Europeans, together with the continual thwartings 
of hereticks, have broken all the meafures that chrif- 
tian prudence oblig’d us to take for the caufe of re¬ 
ligion*, fo that the moft part of the French mifiio- 
naries have been hitherto more conlpicuous by their 
fufferings, than by their converfion of idolaters. 

Some cf them, after having lingered out feveral 
years in the moft darkfome prifons, fcarce begin to 
fee the light, and are not yet in a condition even to 
exercife their functions with any freedom. Others, 
driven from their fettlements, wander up and down 
upon the moft tempeftuous oceans, carrying along 
with them the miferable remainders of their ruin’d 
millions *, and, that they may return to the remoteft 
parts of the world, they commit themfelves a fourth 
time to the mercy of the waves and their enemies. 

Several 
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Several buried in fhipwracks, or worn out with 
toils, have gloriouhy fmifli’d their courfe -, and, tho* 
their companions live dill, it is only to con fume by 
little and little the facrifice of their lives, by the ill ha- 
bit of body they have contracted by their fird labours. 

You fee, mod reverend father, what fort of per¬ 
lons they be I fpeak of, you know their names, you 
underdand their worth, and, fin ce they were cholcn 
from amongd a great many other candidates for the 
Ead-Indies, you have been pleafed always to honour 
them with a mod particular affeétion : and, may I 
be bold to add, that you were not fatisfied with only 
fending of them, you follow’d yourfelf in fome re- 
fpeCt, and became the fellow, or rather the head of 
their apodlefhip, fnaring, like one of the mod zea¬ 
lous midionaries, in the fuccefs of their holy under¬ 
takings, zealoudy lending an helping-hand to their 
labours, delivering them from their chains by a pow¬ 
erful protection, or, at lead, lightening the weight by 
confolatory letters, full of that lively hope that 
makes a man take delight in the mod rigid perfe¬ 

ctions. 
This courage, mod reverend dither, which you 

have infpir’d into us, does not only alleviate our fuf- 
ferings, but alfo a (Turcs us, that the ruins of this grand 
edifice, that we have laid the fird done of to the 
glory of God, will one day ferve for a bafis to ano¬ 
ther work, yet more confiderable and iolid than the 
fird -, fo that neither the (hipwrack of * three of our 
brethren buried in the lea, nor the lofs of f three 
more, who facrificed their lives aboard the veflel in 
relieving the Tick, nor yet the death of a great many 
more whom the fatigues of the midion have fnatch’d 
from us in the Indies, nor the prifons of Pegu, Siam, 
Moluccas, Batavia, Rotterdam nor Middleburg, 
where pagans and hereticks have tried our patience 

* Barnaby, *TkeQncvily Nivart. f Rochette, It Blare 

Sfrlu. Daudy. 
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by turns : all that, I fay, does not blunt the edge of 
our courage, being fully perfuaded that Jefus Chrift 
hath made ufe of the crofs to propagate and eftablifh. 
religion : fo the mifiionaries crofs is always to be the 
foundation of their churches, and, as it were, the 
feed of new chriftians. 

In the mean time, thefe firft labours have not been 
altogether in vain ; we baptifed at Boudychery above 
four hundred idolatrous children : the people of Coro¬ 
mandel have been relieved, as were thofeof Ceylon, 
Pegu, and Bengala. They labour’d with no fmall fuc- 
cefs in divers provinces of the empire of the great 
Mogul, and, above all, in the millions of Madura. 
Such millions, as in them we fee in our days the ages 
of the primitive church reviv’d -, wherein believers, 
wretchedly poor and depriv’d of all the comforts of 
life, feem to live only by their faith, hope, and cha¬ 
rity ; wherein the mifiionaries, to comply with the 
cuftoms of the country, and obtain the people’s fa¬ 
vour, fpend their lives in fore ids and défaits, half na¬ 
ked, fcorched bv the fun-beams, and walk, for the 
mod; part, upon fcalding hot lands s, where upon the 
ways, full ot briers and thorns, they take no other fufte- 
nance but a little rice, with fome infipid plants, and 
no other beverege, but yellow muddy water from 
the ditches and marfhes. 

There it is, where a great number of our brethren 
have differ’d, and do {fill daily buffer imprifonments, 
chains, fcourgings, and all the torments that hell is 
wont to fugged:, to the enemies of our mod; holy 
faith. There father Brito, illudrious by his birth, 
as alfo by the particular efteem wherewith his maje- 
(ly of Portugal honoured him, but yet more, much 
more by his rare virtues, had the honour to part with 
Ins life in the caufe of Jefus Chrift, where his bre¬ 
thren, after his example, labour, by their fervency, 
to obtain the fame favour from Heaven, 

Perhaps, 
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Perhaps, moft reverend father, this portraiture will 
not pltafe the men of this world, not being ready to 
beftow upon fufferings the juft value they deferve, 
and to favour the things that are of God ; yet I know, 
that will not abate the zeal of our fathers living in 
France, who have fo many years afpir’d to toilfome 
and tedious employments. 

The millions, in refpedt of them, have fo many 
more allurements, as they appear to others more hi¬ 
deous and frightful : if they expeéted to find in the 
Indies only common crofies, whereunto providence 
makes every kingdom fubjeét, but wherewith Jefus 
Chrift hath in a fpecial manner enrich’d chriftianity, 
they would have been contented with their reclufe 
religious way of living ; and, with the eminent virtues 
pradtifed therein, they would never perhaps have had 
the leaft thought of leaving their friends, relations, 
and country. But they feck, elfewhere, what we 
here want of the pafiion of Jefus Chrift, according 
to the apoftlc’s counfel, and they are willing to fill up 
the whole extent, the breadth and depth of this di¬ 
vine law, which carries them out, with St. Paul, to 
become vidlims of the moft pure charity, even fo far 
as to be anathemifed, that their brethren may be 

fa ved. 
Yet thefe are thofe apoftles, moft reverend father, 

whom envy fometimes, in France, paints out to us in 
fuch black colours, whom herefy, evermore oppofite 
to true zeal, fo often accufeth of ambition, avarice, 

* • 

impiety, and idolatry -, they are too happy in being 
the butt, that all the fhots of calumny level at, pro¬ 
vided they have none for their enemies, but the ene¬ 
mies of the church and truth *, and, without doubt, 
the war, that fuch adverfarics declare againft them, 
with fo much heat and animofity here in Fiurope, 
docs no lefs Juftify them, than that which they 
themfelves declare againft paganifm in the Indies. 

F f 4 Never- 
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Neverthelefs, what juftice foever wife men may do 
them in this point, yet it is moft true, that that does 
not fuffice to juftify them before God, before whom 
the very angels are impure ; after all the efforts of our 
zeal, we muft not only acknowledge in all humility, 
that we are unprofitable fervants, but confefs like- 
wife, with thoughts full of horror, that it is in vain 
to win over all the nations upon the earth to Jefus 
Chrift, if in the mean time we be fo fiuggifn as to 
negleét our own falvation, and unfortunately lofe 
ourfelves. I am, with a profound refpedt, 

Aloft Reverend Father, 

Tour moft humble 

and moft obedient Servant, 

«0$ tO ^25* *0^^» «Çfàfa «0$ 

LETTER XIII. 

To my Lord Cardinal de Janfon. 

Lhe Chriftian Religion newly approved of by a publick 
Ediliy throughout the whole Empire of China. 

• My Lord, IT feems as if Heaven, fenfible of the labours of 
our mifiionaries, who, tor thefe feveral years, have, 

with the fweat of their browrs5 watered China, had a 
mind, at length, to eftablifh. this new church upon a 
folid foundation. Hitherto it hath been fubjecft to 
abundance of revolutions, flourifhing under the reign 
of fome emperors, perfecuted in the time of their 
minority, and, in a manner, totally ruin’d during 

the 
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the inteftine commotions ; but always in a tottering 
condition, by reafon of the rigour of the laws, that 
have permitted a right to deftroy it, even to thofe 
that have the moft defended it. 

For the fovereign courts of China, declar’d ene¬ 
mies to all foreign worfhip, rather out of a fpirit of 
policy, than any fincere atfeétion to the religion of 
the country, have frequently condemned the chrif- 
tian doctrine, and punifh’d thofe who had the cou¬ 
rage to embrace it. Several of them, for all that, 
hearkened to the voice of God, rather than to the 
voice of man -, but the greateft part, apprehending 
danger as to their fortune, were lo far from purfuing 
the known truth, that they durfl not lo much as get 
themfelves inftruéled therein. 

It is a matter of an hundred years, that we have 
labour’d to remove this almoft invincible obftacle to 
the conversion of great perfons. The hour of the 
Lord was not yet come -, he was pleafed to cxercife 
the patience of his chriftians, to try the conftancy of 
the miflionaries, and thereby inhance the worth of 
them both. But now at lafl the happy day begins to 
dawn, and the emperor hath granted an in tire liberty 
of confcience to his fubjecds, by allowing in a pub- 
lick ediél the chriftian faith throughout the whole 
extent of his empire. * Thou haft, 0 Lord, broken 
the chains that held thy holy religion captive, now can 
we offer facrifices, and call publickly upon thy name -, 
we prefent to thee our vows, not in fecret as formerly, 
but in prefence of all the people, in the temples they fuff 
fcr us to rear to thy glory, who are about to change 
the old Babylon into the new Jerufalem. Here I do 
prefent you, my lord, with the occafion, and the 
whole continued feries of this happy event. 

Father Alcala a Spanifli Dominican, one of the 
moll zealous miflionaries in China, had purchafed an 
houfe at Lanki, a little village of the province of 

• Pfal. cxix. 
Chekiam, 
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Chekiam, notwithstanding this fettlement was ex- 
prefsly againft the edidt of 1669 ; the Mandarine of 
the place, who at firffc did not oppofe it, being after¬ 
wards nettled at fome indifcreet words, that efcaped 
unawares from fome of this father’s menk ' fervants, 
was refolv’d not to disenable the matter anv longer, 
but to proceed according to the courfe of law againft 
him. 

He therefore asked the midionary, how he durft 
prefume to fettle in the city ? Why he preach’d up a 
foreign doctrine ? A nd moreover, by what right he 
pretended to remain in the empire ? This father fore- 
faw the ftorm gather, and had prepar’d himfelf be¬ 
fore-hand : 4 I wonder, my lord, fays he, in an- 
4 fwer to the Mandarine, that you reckon that cri- 
6 minai in me at prefent, that you did not difapprove 
4 at the beginning. You know that for fome years 
4 the emperor hath kept and preferv’d in the empire 
4 five of my European brethren (he meant us) that 
4 he hath not only fent for them to court, but alfo 
4 hath by a publick edict granted them power to fet- 
4 tie in whatfoever place of the kingdom they fhall 
4 think fit : it is for one of them that I have bought 
4 this houfe, and I lodge in it till fuch times as he 
4 come himfelf to take pofleffion of it. 

4 Moreover, you cannot be ignorant that the mif- 
c fionaries had liberty granted them to come again 
6 into their churches, when the emperor did them 
ç the favour to recal them from their banifhment. 
$ Confiait, I pray, confult your regifters upon the 

bufinefs, and there you will find my name. 
Some months after another Mandarine, folicited 

by him of Lanki, or at lealt urg’d to it by his ex¬ 
ample, was refolv’d to put a flop to the progrefs of 
our holy doctrine*, he prohibited the exercife thereof 
through the whole extent of his government, by an 
order, which he caufed to be affixed in divers places. 
They treated religion in fuch a defpiteful manner, 

that 
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that father Intorcetta of our fociety, and mi (lion ary 
in the metropolis of this province, thought himfelf 
oblig’d not to diffemble the affront without betray¬ 
ing his minifterial function. 

He fuppofed like wife, that he had a right on his 
fide formally toaccufe this fworn enemy of the gof- 
pel, whofe behaviour was fo excentrical from the em¬ 
peror’s intentions ; for this prince had blotted out 
with his own hand a great many lines of a book that 
ranked the chriftian doctrine in the number of dan¬ 
gerous and popular herefies : this book was of mo¬ 
ment, not only by reafon of its author, eminent for 
his quality and defert, but much more, tor that it was 
compofed for the people’s inftruétion, by whom it 
was to be read, according to the cuftom, ftvcral 
times a year. 

Father Intorcetta did therefore judge it a piece of 
boldnefs, that made the Mandarine liable to the lafh, 
to condemn, by his private authority, that which the 
emperor feemed to allow of and approve, fo that 
the father writ a very fmart pithy letter to the gover¬ 
nor of the capital city, in which he defir’d him to 
caufe this fubaltern officer to retrait his words, and fo 
get this injurious writing to be torn in pieces : he like- 
wife added, that, to repair this fault, he could wifh 
that the Mandarine might affix other papers in the 
place of thofe, more favourable to the religion, and 
more conformable to the emperor’s intentions. 

The governor difpatched this letter to the Man¬ 
darine, and, as ill luck would have it, it was deliver’d 
to him upon a day that he heard caufes, in fight of 
all the people, at the very time that he w*as bufy in 
paffing judgment. He fo much refented this affront, 
that contrary to the cuftom ot the Chinefc, and 
maugre his natural phlegm, he ftarted from the bench 
tranfported with choler, complained of the impu¬ 
dence of the miffionary, and protefted openly, that 

he would be reveng’d, 
That 
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That he might carry on the bufinefs more fuccef- 

fully, he affociated himfelf with the Mandarine of Lan- 
ki, and combin’d with him, if poffible, utterly to de- 
ftroy the chriftian religion. Their firft attempt was 
to affault the Dominican friar, on whom they thought 
more eafily to accompîifh their defign ; for they could 
not imagine, that he was of the number of the ancient 
miflionaries. To be rightly inform’d of the matter, 
they caufed to be produced certain authentick copies 
of every procedure during the whole courfe of the 
perfecution againft father Fii (for fo was he called) 
with a defign to confront him with himfelf. 

It is a peculiar trick, pretty common in China, with 
the Mandarines, to queftion the criminals not only 
about matters of faCl, but alfo concerning abundance 
of infignificant circumftances, caufing all they an- 
fwer carefully to be taken in writing. Then, when 
they have talked a pretty while of a matter quite fo¬ 
reign to the fubjeCt in hand, to diftraCt their mind, 
all on a fudden they return to the thing in queftion *, 
they begin over and over the declaration ; they 
change the order of the interrogatives, and cunningly 
interpofe anfwers contrary to thofe the guilty perfon 
made, on purpofe to make him contradict himfelf, 
the more eafily to fift out the truth. 

Father Alcala, without all doubt, would have been 
put to his trumps, if he had not, by a particular pro¬ 
vidence, preferv’d a copy of thefe ancient proceed¬ 
ings. Wherefore, knowing the intent and defign of 
his judges, he fo well inform’d himfelf of all that 
had heretofore paft to this purpofe, and deliver’d 
himfelf fo pertinently, and conformably to the firft 
interrogatory, that his enemies were never able to 
prevail over him, as to his anfwers. 

So that all the ftorm fell upon father Intorcetta 
again, againft whom they were much more animated 
and incenfed ; but, forafmuch as this father did not 
live within their jurifdiCtion, they fuborned many 

confide 
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confiderable Mandarines, and the viceroy in parti¬ 
cular, who added to his abfolute power in the pro¬ 
vince a greater averfion for the chriftian religion. 

They all unanimoufly refolv’d to beat down chrif¬ 
tianity, and after having caufed all the proceedings, 
formerly made again ft miftionaries, to be fought out 
in the archives of the intendant of the city govern¬ 
ment, they found at laft the decree of 1669, that 
ftriétly prohibited them to build any churches ; to 
teach in publick or in private the European law, to 
adminifter baptifm to the Chinefe, to diftributc me¬ 
dals, chaplets, crucifixes, or other fuch like tokens 
of religion, to chriftians. 

The miftionaries were not ignorant of thefe pro¬ 
hibitions ; but their particular zeal, and the example 
of Pekin, where the golpel was preach’d under the 
emperor’s very nofe, no body pretending to fay any 
thing againft it, put them upon waving the ufual 
rules of human prudence. Thefe very confiderations 
made moft part of the Mandarines to connive, and, 
whenever any one of them took upon him to impede 
the progrefs of the faith, they endeavour’d to pacify 
him by prefents, and letters of recommendation 
procur’d for us by the fathers- of Pekin -, or elfe, if 
need required, we made ufe of the emperoi’s autho- 
rity again ft him. 

The chriftians of Ilamcheu, under the cure of 
father Intorcetta, were none of the leaft zealous. 
Their courage had appear’d under the government of 
divers Mandarines, great fticklers againft our moft 
holy faith ; but their courage was never more ap¬ 
parent than in the prefent occafion ; for the viceroy 
fuppofing, that he was impower’d to undertake any 
thing by vertue of the decree aforemention’d, cau¬ 
fed to be affix’d to the gate of our houle, in all 
the publick places of the capital city, and afterwards 
in above feventy cities of his government, a new 
fentence, by which he forbad under grievous penal- 
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ties, to exercife the chriftian religion, charging all 
thofe that embraced it to forfake it *. 

Moreover, being informed, that father Intorcetta 
was formerly in the province of Kiamfi, and that 
he had not obtained leave from the court to fettle in 
that of Chekiam, he fent to ask him by what autho¬ 
rity he durft prefume to ftay there ; yea, and he 
commanded him forthwith to avoid the country ; the 
officer, thaf brought this order, added, I command 
you withal, in the name of the viceroy, to burn all 
the books of your religion, together with the tables 
of printing, that you have in your houfe. They are 
thin boards, upon which they have engraven all the 
leaves, from which they may take copies, according 
as occafion ferves. 

The father, not at all furpriz’d, anfwer’d, That 
he was in the city by the authority of him who grant¬ 
ed the privilege to the viceroy himfelf, to remain 
there : ‘ Have you forgot, added he, that the em- 
c peror, palling this way three years ago, fent two 
c grandees of his court to my church, to offer pre- 
c fents, in his name, to the true God, with exprefs 
c orders, to lie proftrate before the altars ? I went to 
c render him my moft humble thanks for his gracious 
c favour ; and, that I might give him further demon- 
c fixations of my acknowledgment, I was willing to 
c accompany him upon the canal at his departure, 
4 where he was with his whole court. 

c This grand prince, who had formerly honoured 
c me with more than ordinary demonft: rations of his 
c benevolence, taking notice of my barge among ft 
c a great number of others, caufed it to approach his 
c own, and fpoke to me fuch obliging things, that, 
c after all that, I could not fufpeét I Ihould be expofed 
4 to any ftraits, or infults from any one of his officers. 

c But, fince this example hath made no impreffion 
‘ upon the fpirit of the viceroy, go tell him, That 

* This happened about the middle of Jugnji> Ann. 1691. 

c the 
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’ the emperor, not being willing I fhould accompa- 
r ny him any farther, fent me back with thefe his laft 
L words to me, which are too advantageous to me to 
1 prefume to alter, add, or diminifh any thing in 
1 them : Your years, fays he to me, do not permit 
: you to attend me any longer, you are no way in 
4 a condition to endure the fatigues of a journey -, I 
4 order you to return to your church, and there to 
4 fpend the remainder of your days. But, now, if 
4 the viceroy does not only difturb this tranquillity by 
4 ordinances injurious to the God whom I adore, but 
4 forces me fhamefully to quit this province, I leave 
4 him to judge, whether of us two docs more openly 
4 and peremptorily contradict the emperor’s will and 
4 pleafure. 

4 As to what relates to the table, on which they 
4 have engraven the law and maxims of Jefus Chrift, 
4 God forbid I lhould be id wicked as to commit 
4 it to the flames. However, the viceroy is the 
4 mailer, fmee I cannot refill his violence ; but tell 
4 him from me, that, before he refolve upon that, he 
4 muil begin with the burning of myfelf. 

The viceroy, furpriz’d a!: the undauntednefs of 
the miffionary, durit attempt nothing upon his per- 
fon -, but he referr’d the bufinefs to certain fubaltern 
Mandarines, who received orders, to fummon this 
father before their tribunals, and to perplex and 
trouble him upon all accounts, without allowing 
him a moment’s refpite. Father Intorcetta, who juft 
then fell fick, might have been difpens’d with from 
appearing \ but he v/as afraid to loie thefe precious 
jun&ures of time, that providence had put into lid 
hand, openly to confefs the name of Jefus Chrift -, 
and being refolv’d not to recoil, or give ground 
during the combate, he got himfelf carried before 
judges i much opprefs’d, by reafon of the malady he 
labour’d under, and much more at the fight ot his dc- 
folate church : but, befides, he was io animated by the 

holy 
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holy Spirit, wherewith martyrs are corroborated, that, 
of all the Mandarines that interrogated him, not one 
of them but admir’d the greatnefs of his courage. 

So that, in defpite of the vigorous orders of the 
viceroys, every one of them almoft treated him 
with abundance of deference *, even to that degree, 
that one of them caufed an officer of juftice to be 
foundly baftinado’d in open court, for having been 
wanting in his refped to the father. Adding with¬ 
al, that indidments do not render a man guilty ; and 
that he muft have been convicted, to deferve to be 
treated as a malefador. 

Father Intorcetta, prefently forefeeing that the per- 
fecution would be violent, had written to the miffio- 
naries at court, to the end that they might remedy 
it. 'The emperor was then in Tartary, where he 
divertifed himfelf in hunting. Father Gerbillon, a 
Frenchman by nation, and one of thofe the king 
fent to China, accompanied this prince thither, by 
whom he was particularly beloved, retaining him 
almoft always near his perfon ^ fo that the letters were 
directed to him. 

This father did not judge it convenient to fpeak 
of it to the emperor, but contented himfelf to de¬ 
fire a letter of recommendation from prince Sofan, 
one of the moft powerful minifters of the empire, 
and his particular friend, who immediately writ to 
the vicerov in a moft effectual manner. He re- 

J 

prefented to him, /that fuch a procedure, as his was, 
fuelled fomewhat of violence, and was inconftftent 
with his wonted moderation and prudence. We live 
in a' time, faith he, that requires much gentlenefs and 
difcretion. The emperor feeks all occaftons to fa¬ 
vour the dodors of the chriftian law, how can 
you poffibly think to pleafe him in perfecuting that ? 
Believe me, ftr, the example of* a prince ought to 
make a greater impreffion upon our fpirits, than all 
the decrees of courts of judicature, and the ancient 

edids, 
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edi&s, that the court itfelf can no longer follow, 
ought not at prefent to be the rule of its conduct. If 
you favour the miftionaries, reckon that the empe¬ 
ror will take it kindly from you i and, if I may be 
permitted to fubjoin any thing to this lafb motive, 
be affured alfo that I {hall refent all the good offices 
you render them upon my recommendation. 

Prince Sofan is fo confiderable thro’ the whole em¬ 
pire (whether it be by the honour he hath to be a 
near relation to the emperor, or whether by his placé 
cf grand mafter of the palace, or whether by his 
credit or capacity) that upon any other occafion 
the viceroy of Chekiam would have looked upon it 
as a great favour to receive one of his letters, and 
would not have balanced one moment to fatisfy him* 
but paffion had blinded him, and the vexation, to 
perceive himfelf Ids powerful at court than a Gran¬ 
ger, inclined him to let the miffionary underftand, 
that he was at leaft the mafter in his own pro¬ 
vince. 

Wherefore, he began to feize upon feveral churches 
which he beftowed upon the priefts oi the pagan 
gods, after he had violently taken aw'ay the facred 
monuments of our religion. 

He iffiued out proclamations much more rigorous 
than the former, he threatened the father with his 
indignation it he did not abandon his flock, and he 
canfed feveral chriftians, that had but too openly de¬ 
clared themielves, to be apprehended ; lomeof them 
were haled to prifon, they feverely puniffied others, 
and then the perfecution became bloody by the tor¬ 
ments, that thefe generous conteftors fuffered for the 

name of Jelus. 
Amongft thofe that flgnakfed themfelves, a phy- 

fician more eminently made his faith appear ; he 
was much grieved to fee the altars of the true God 
violated and defpoiled, erodes broken in pieces, the 
holy images expoled to the icorn, laughter, and im- 

G g piety 
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piety of idolaters : to repair this lofs, and that be¬ 
lievers might not be left deftitute of the ordinary 
marks of their religion, he diffributed to each of 
them images and crucifixes. He went from door to 
door with the precious pledges of our falvation ; ani¬ 
mating the weak, and confirming the more courageous 
in their faith : Do not fear, faid he to them, him 
who can only exercife his weak power on the body \ but 
fear that great God, who, as he has deprived you of 
life, can alfo puniflo your foul with an eternal deaths 
and rather fuffer all forts of torments, than forfake his 
holy law. 

The Mandarine, offended at the boldnefs of the 
phyfician, commanded him to be loaden with chains ; 
and, having caufed him to be dragged before his tri¬ 
bunal, they prepared all things for his being cruelly 
baflinado’d, when his godfon, who came running 
thither with other chriftians, threw himfelf on his 
knees at the judge’s feet, and begged of him with 
tears in his eyes, that he would permit him to receive 
the chaftifement of his godfather. 

This zealous phyfician, who afpired to nothing 
more than martyrdom, was fo far from giving his 
place to another, that he conftantly and ftedfaftly 
forbad it; and, at that time, there arofe fuch a fcuffle 
between them, that the angels admired, and that 
made the chriftian religion to be refpeded by the very 
idolaters. The judge Hood amazed at it, and turning 
towards thofe eminent confeffors of Jefus Chrift, Go 
your ways, fays he to them, this forwardnefs to fuf¬ 
fer the punifhment of your faults deferves fame indul¬ 
gence ; I pardon you, but, henceforward, think ofpleaf 
ing the viceroy, and be more careful to obey the empe¬ 
ror's orders. 

When the Spirit of God hath once feized on the 
heart, mens words are not capable to touch them. 
This zealous phyfician, whom the fight of execution 
had made more courageous, continued his ads of cha¬ 

rity 
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rity as before, and his zeal made fuch a noife up and 
down, that the Mandarine durft no longer mince the 
matter; he feemed much concerned at the contempt 
he ufed ot his threatenings, infomuch that he gave 
orders to his officers to bring him out, to make a fe- 
vere example of him. 

In effect, he caufed him to be beat fo cruelly in 
his prefence, that thofe,who wereprefent, were equal¬ 
ly lurprifed at the feverity of the judge, and the pa¬ 
tience of this good chriftian. This bloody execu¬ 
tion onceover, fome of his relations, who came run¬ 
ning at this doleful fpectacle, were thinking to carry 
him to his houfe, but he pofitively defired to be 
carried to church ; and what endeavours -oever they 
ufed to divert him from it, yet he had ftrength 
enough left to crawl thither himfelf, borne up by the 
arms of feveral chriftians. hie came thither all 
bathed in his gore ; and, kneeling down at the foot 
of the altar, O Lord, faith he, thou feeft this dayy 
that I prefer thy holy law to all the fweetnefs of life : 
J come not to demandjuftice of thee for all the blood 
thy enemies have fpilled, I come to offer thee that 
which remains of my own ; I do not deferve to die 
for fuch a good caufe ; but thou., 0 my Gody dc- 
ferveft the intire facrifice of my life. And then turn¬ 
ing towards father Introcctta, who began to comfort 
him, Ah ! father, anfwered he, 1 Jhall be now at 
the height cf my joy, if it were not my Jins, but 
my steal that had brought this light chaftifement upon 

me. 
This example, and many others, that I forbear to 

relate, made fuch impreffions upon the idolaters 
hearts, that a great many of them refolvcd to em¬ 
brace the chriftian faith, being perfuaded, that fen- 
timents, fo oppofite co corrupt nature, could notpof- 
fibly proceed either from paffion or error. 

Among them,whom the holy Spirit did effectually 
touch, were three who appeared full ot that very 

G g 2 faith. 
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faith, that made in former times almoft as many mar¬ 
tyrs in the primitive church as believers ; they were 
young, handfome, of quality, and what is more, en¬ 
gaged by their condition blindly to comply with the 
viceroy’s inclinations. Neverthelefs, counting their 
temporal eftate as nothing, they demanded publick 
baptifm. 

The father, to bring the faith of thefe neophites 
to the ted, hid nothing from them that might any 
wife ftagger them ; but it was all in vain to repre- 
fent to them the rigour of the edi&s, the viceroy’s 
indignation, the defolation they were like to caft their 
families into, the danger of lofing their eftates, ho¬ 
nour, life, and all thefe confederations ferved only 
to animate them the more ; fo that, after a pretty long 
trial, they were initiated into our facred myfteries, 
and took part as others did, in the crofs of (Thrift. 
Their converfion fortified the feeble-minded, and 
comforted father Intorcetta for all the evils that the 
perlecution had made his church to fuffer. 

But the viceroy was fo much the more provoked, 
becaufe he had not the liberty at that time to fhew 

* 

his refentment -, for, juft then, they delivered him 
two letters from prince Sofan -, one of them was 
for father Intorcetta, the other, that was directed to 
himfelf, was full fraught for reproaches, for that 
he feemed to make no account of the prince’s re¬ 
commendation : I could never have believed, faith 
he to him, that to pleafe a company of ill affebled 
people, who have exafperated your fpirit at the chrij- 
tians, you would have deviated from the counfels I 
gave yen. It is a friendfsip that I endeavoured to in- 
fpire you with better fentiments : think upon it once 
more, and reflect ferioujly with y ourjelf that it is I 
that fpeak to you. I expedl three things from your 
friendfhip -, firft, that you deliver the letter yourfelf 
to father Intorcetta, according 'to the fuperfeription. 
The fécond^ that you do fo well fat iffy the father, 

that 
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that he may have occafion to biefs himfelf for the 
kind ojfices you render him, and that he himfelf may 
t eft if y the fame to me. And the third is, that hence¬ 
forward you do not any longer difturb cither the mif- 
fionaries or chrftians. In Jhort, I am extremely 
forty, for being obliged to write to you fo often about 
this fubjelt. If you for the future mend your man¬ 
ners, IJhall write to you a third time to thank you -, 
but, if your paftion continues, this is the loft letter you 
Jhall ever receive from me. 

Then did the viceroy repent him of his former 
proceedings -, yet, was he fo far engaged, that he 
thought he could not handfomely go hack with any 
honour. He found it efpecially very hard to fue to 
a mifflonary for his friendihip, whom he but juft 
now treated, and that publickly, with the utmoft 
difdain ; but yet, dreading prince Sofan’s refentment, 
who was the moft powerful and in moft credit of 
all the minifters of the empire : On one hand, he 
refolved to ftand to what he had done already againft 
the chriftians, without driving matters any farther ; 
and on the other hand, to difpatch one of his of¬ 
ficers to Pekin, to purge and clear himfelf to the 
prince. 

In this interim, father Intorcetta having a fecret 
item of the letter that the viceroy had received, inti¬ 
mated to the fathers at court the fmail effeCt they 
had produced i infomuch that thofe fathers refolved 
to ftgnify the fame to the emperor, in cafe prince So- 
fan fhould think it advifeable. Wherefore they related 
to him what had pafled at Hamcheu, the obftinacy 
of the viceroy, the affliction of father Intorcetta, 
the danger wherein his church was, the ruin where¬ 
of would infallibly involve in it the utter ruin of 
all the millions in the empire. Since all your en¬ 
deavours, my lord, added they, feem ineffectual, 
there appears nothing that can put a flop to the vio¬ 
lence of this obftinate Mandarine, but the emperor's 
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authority ; but we fhmild be wanting to our true inte- 
refts (and what [ways the more with us) to the ac¬ 
knowledgment we are bound to give for your favours, 
if we were ruled by any other confiderations than 
yours. 

The prince, already provoked by the viceroy’s be¬ 
haviour, was not forry at this overture, and believed 
he had now found a fair opportunity to revenge him- 
felf *, fo that thefe fathers having recommended the 
importance of their affairs to God Almighty, where¬ 
in the folid eftablifhment, or utter ruin of religion 
was concerned, came to the palace on the 21 ft of 
December 1691, and demanded audience. 

The emperor fent fome eunuchs, his confidents, 
to know what their bufinefs was : The fathers pre¬ 
fen tlv declared to them, the heinous excefs of the 
viceroy of Hamcheu, as well in refpeft of the mif- 
fionaries, as in refpedt of the chriftians under his go¬ 
vernment -, they added moreover, that they had dif¬ 
fered a long time without complaining, in expeCla- 
tlon that their patience would pacify his fpirit ; but 
fin ce the mifchief became every day greater and 
greater, without all hopes of remedy, they came to 
proftrate themfelves at the emperor’s feet, as to the 
ufual afylum of opprefted innocence, moft humbly 
to befeech him, to grant to their brethren in the 
provinces that happy peace they themfelves enjoy’d 
at Pekin, in the very fight, and under the protection 
of his majefty. 

The emperor, to whom they reported this dif- 
courfe, had a mind to try the fathers conftancy, and 
fo returned them no favourable anfwer ; but they, 
never ceafing toreprefent the unhappinels the indiffe¬ 
rence of this prince was fhortly like to bring them un¬ 
der, he fent new eunuchs to acquaint them, that he 
was amazed to fee them fo infatuated with the chrif- 
tian religion : c Is it poffible, he bid them tell them, 
* that you are always bulled about a world whither 
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‘ you are not yet come, and count that wherein you 
c are at prefent, as nothing ? Believe me, firs, there 
1 is a time for all things ; make better improve- 
‘ ment of what Heaven inftrucfts you with, and de- 
‘ fer all thofe cares till you ceafe to live -, cares, 
c that are profitable to none but the dead : For my 
‘ part, faid he, in a drolling way, I do not concern 
‘ myfelf in the bufinefsof the other world, and I do 
1 not pretend to determine upon the caufe of thefe 
c invifible fpirits.* 

Then the fathers, opprefted with grief, fhedding 
a torrent of tears, proftrated themfelves to the very 
ground ; they conjured the eunuchs to report to the 
emperor the fid condition whercunto they were re¬ 
duced : This would he the firft time, faid they, that 
this great prince abandoned innocent perfons, and ap¬ 
peared injbifible of our lamentation :.Is it hecaufe we 
are unprofitable ftrangers that he deals thus with us ? 
At leaf, gentlemen, pray tell him, that the great God 
of heaven and earth, whofe caufe we maintain, for 
whom we fight, nay, and to whom he himfelf is beholden 
for all his grandeur, well deferves, that he Jhould ex¬ 
ert all his power to make him known, and his juft ice in 
puniftoing thofe who do him an injury in the perfon cf 
his minfters. 

In fine, after all thefe trials, this gracious prince, 
moved with companion, could no longer difîembje 
his real fentiments ; he therefore fent to the fathers 
(that were frill proftrate before his palace gate) an of¬ 
ficer of his bed-chamber to acquaint them, ‘ That he 
1 did not allow of the viceroy of Hamcheu’s pro- 
« ceedings, and that he was willing, for their fakes, to 
‘ put an end to his unjuft perfecution -, and that, in 
« a word, there were two ways to accomplifh it : 
‘ The firft, to fend to the viceroy a fecret order im- 
c mediately, to give fatisfaftion for mifehiefs paft ; 
4 that this way, tho* not fo exemplary, was the moft 
4 eafy and fure. The fécond, to prefent a petition, 

G g 4 and 



456 Cf the publick EftabliJlmeUt* 

4 and obtain from the tribunes a favourable decree 
6 for all the miflionaries, which would decide all 
4 differences. That they fhould confult among them- 
4 felves, what fhould be the moft convenient in the 
4 prefent conjuncture -, and, when they had weigh- 
4 ed the reafons on both fides, that they fhould come 
f back the next day to declare to him their pofitive 
f refolution. 

The fathers ftgnified their moft humble acknow¬ 
ledgments to the emperor by cuftomary proteftations, 
and returned full with great hopes of happy fuccefs, 
yet very uncertain what courfe to fteer. 

They considered an one hand the danger that there 
was to put their caufe into the hands of the Lipou^ 
who always declared againft the chriftian religion ; 
that in all probability there needed no more to re¬ 
vive all the ancient accufations which time feemed 
to have forgotten : That the miffionaries fettled in 
the provinces, whom they had concealed from the 
court till that time, would be obliged to quit China1 
or elfe fcrlake all their millions : That at lead, the 
proceedings of thofe who had built new churches, and 
converted a great number of idolaters againft the ex- 
prefs prohibitions of parliaments, was fufticient to 
•warrant the viceroy of Hamcheu : That in fine, 
things may be brought to pafs by the fubtle de¬ 
vices of our enemies, and fecret undertakings of the 
Bonzes, that they might be fo far from quenching 
the flame of a particular perfecution, as we fup- 
pofe, that we fhould kindle a general conflagration 
in the empire, that would not terminate but imthe 
total defolation of chriftianity. 

Thefe reafons, altho’ very fubftantial and folid 
in themfelves, were neverthelefs balanced by the fol¬ 
lowing reflections. What protection foever the empe¬ 
rors might have given till that time to the mifliona¬ 
ries, yet they experienced, that it was not fufflcient 
to oblige all the Mandarines of provinces to counte¬ 

nance 



of Ckriftianity in China. 457 
nance the chriftians, and that there was a great 
number of them, who (prejudiced again ft us either 
by that univerfal contempt which the education of 
China did ufually create in them for foreigners, 
or by the calumnies of the Bonzes, or elfe by a falfe 
zeal for the publiek good) thought it was a piece of 
good fervice to deftroy us, and fpoil in a few days 
that which had been the work of feveral years. 

Theft; particular perfections were fo much the 
more feared, as they adminifterd occafion to our fe- 
cret enemies, to declare themfelves openly again ft us, 
and to compofe a ftrong and great party, which was 
commonly upheld by the courts appointed for the 
ordering rites and ceremonies, who always waited 
for occalions to ftop the courfe of new foreigners in¬ 
to the ftate ; fo that if in thefe critical conjunctures 
the emperors, by a particular providence, fhould not 
have honoured us with their benevolence, chriftiani- 
ty would have long fince been deftroy’d in China, 
and, it may be, the memory of it would have been 
totally obliterated. 

We fhould therefore confider, that the court per¬ 
haps would not be always fo favourable to us -, that 
there needed 110 more but one moment alone to lofe 
the emperor’s gracious favour, or, what was ftill 
more dangerous, to intail his indignation upon us, 
and thofe of our religion -, that, in this fickle ftate 
wherein religion was, the leaft oppofition from the 
Mandarines would fuffice to fet the people’s hearts 
againfl it} that the great ones themfelves durft never 
declare, or be converted, for fear of being one day 
refponfible to the parliaments for their converfion, 
which probably in time might be made an heinous 

crime. 
On the contrary, if fo be the chriftian faith were 

once approved by publiek edict, nothing afterward 
could difturb its eftablifhment, fince it would be 
lefs odious to the idolatrous people, becaufe the 
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chriflians would make a publick profeflion of it, 
and, at lafl, the new miffionaries would enter 
without interruption into the vafl held of the gof- 
pel, and would there fow, without any contradic¬ 
tion, that facred word, which would then produce 
an hundred fold. \ 

The only hope of fuch a great benefit deter¬ 
mined the fathers to try this lafl means ; and fo 
much the rather, becaufe they believed they could 
not in future time meet with any occafion more 
favourable to accomplifh it. The remembrance of 
fignal fervices, father Verbiefl had rendered to the 
flate, was flill very recent ; the emperor declared 
how fenfible he was of the refolution that father 
Grimaldi an Italian had taken to crofs the feas 
again for his fake, and to undertake a mod te¬ 
dious journey. Father Thomas, a Flemming, was 
was wholly taken up in mathematicks, wherein 
he acquired the reputation of a learned knowing 
man, and mod pious miffionary. Father Pereira 
a Portuguefe, for his part, took a great deal of 
pains a long time in certain inflruments, and fe- 
veral engines that the prince took great delight 
in : but that which did our bufinefs, in getting 
his heart, was the peace which father Gerbillon 
had but juft then concluded, three hundred leagues 
from Pekin, between the Chinefe and Mufcovites. 
Prince Sofan, nearly related to the emperor, and 
plenipotentiary, flood amazed at his zeal, and 
publickly declared, that, but for him, this nego¬ 
tiation would never have terminated to the ad¬ 
vantage of the empire. He fpoke of it to the 
emperor to that purpofe ; and at that very time 
he infpired him with fentiments of efleem and 
affeétion for this father, which have continued 
ever fince beyond whatfoever we were able to ex- 
pedl or hope for. Befides, this fame father, to¬ 
gether with father Bovet, both French, and of the 
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number of thofe whom the king fent into China in 
1685, applied themfelves for many years to teach 
geometry and philofophy to the emperor, with fuch 
iuccefs, that he could never be weary in difcourfing 
with them upon thefe matters. 

But becaufe thefe zealous miftionaries were fully 
perfuaded, that, when religion is concerned, human 
aftiftances are very infignificant, if God Almighty do 
not fecretly direct and order the whole work ; they 
began to implore the afhftance of him whom nothing 
is able to relift -, they fpread open their wants before 
him, and difcovered their hearts in his prefence, and 
told him with the fame confidence that once animated 
Judith : Make bare, make barefd Lord, thy arm on our 
behalf, as thou didft heretofore, and bring to nought the 
obftacle our enemies oppofe againft us : Let thofe who 
have boafted that they could dejiroy the temple, who have 
already prophaned thy altar, and trodden under foot 
the tabernacle of thy holy name \ let them at prefent be 
fenfible, that before thee all their force is nothing but 
vanity and weaknefs : Put into our mouths, Lord^ 
that holy word, and replenifh our hearts with thofe 
wife counfels that make truth always to triumph -, to 
the end thy houfe, that hath been fo many years in a 
tottering condition, may at this day be immoveably fet¬ 
tled and confirmed -, and that all nations may in the 
end confefs, that thou only art the true God, and that, 
befides thee, we ought to feck for none other *. 

After this fervent prayer they fecretly prefented 
their petition to the emperor, that they were after¬ 
wards to offer him in publick. He read it, but not 
finding therein what was the moil capable to make 
impreflion upon the fpirit of the Chinefe (for they 
infilled upon what principally related to the fanétity 
and truth of the chriftian religion) he drew up another 
himfelf in the Tartarian language, which he fent 
back to the fathers, yet leaving them to their liberty 

to 
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to retrench, or add thereto, as they fhall judge moft 
convenient. 

Indeed, if one do but never fo little refled upon 
the particular charader of the emperors of China, 
one cannot fufEciently admire, that this prefent em¬ 
peror fhould vouchfafe to defcend from the loftieft 
degree of grandeur, which he obferves every where 
elfe, nay even in refped of the greatefl: princes, to 
make himfelf familiar with pitiful miflionaries : for a 
man to conflder after what manner he takes a parti¬ 
cular account of all their affairs ; how he fpeaks to 
them, how he puts them in a way, would he not 
conclude that it is a private man that manages the 
concerns of his friend ? Yet neverthelefs, it is one of 
the greatefl: kings in the world, that is pleafed thus 
to ftickle to pleafe a company of ftrangers, even at 
the peril of the fundamental laws of the nation. 

But after all, it is no wonder that a God, who, to 
eftablifh his religion, humbled himfelf fo far, as to 
make himfelf like to men, does oblige fometimes the 
greatefl: princes of the world to diveft themfelves of 
their majefty and innate pride, to co-operate and 
concur in this grand work. For certainly, what care 
foever we may have taken to make this prince fa¬ 
vourable to us, yet muff we needs herein principally 
acknowledge the efficacy of divine grace. It is the 
almighty voice of the Lord that alone can, to fpeak 
in the fcripture expreflion, bruife the cedars, and 

Jhake the mountains of the wildernefs -, that is to fay, 
abafe the great ones of the world, and give to their 
hearts what motion he pleafes. 

Whilft all thefe things were tranfaded at Pekin, 
the viceroy of Hamcheu, that had now leifure to 
make fome refledions upon his behaviour, was not 
peaceable in his province. The credit of prince Sofan 
did grievoufly perplex him ; and above all, he 
dreaded his juft refentment ; for to pacify him, he 

thought 
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thoughtit thewifeftcourfetofend one of his officers to 
him, under pretence to juftify himfelf to him, butin 
effedl, to exafperate the principal Mandarines of Lipou 
again ft the miffionaries, in cafe he fhould find any 
opportunity to do it. 

At that time this officer arrived at court, but 
prince Sofan would not fo much as hear him -, and, 
packing him away, brifkly told him, that he much 
wonder’d that his mafter made iuch little account of 
perfons whom the emperor honoured with his af¬ 
fection, and employed and trufted in his fervice. 

As to what relates to their bujinefs, I am no more 
concerned in it than the emperor would himfelf. Thefe 
fathers have implored his protection, and he well under - 
Jtands how to do them juft ice without my intermeddling : 
befides, when I wrote on their behalf, it was not fo 
much to do them a kindnefs, as thereby to exhibit a 
token of friendfhip to the viceroy, in plucking him from 
the precipice whither he had fo indferectly thrown 
himfelf. 

This anfwer did fo ftartle this officer, that, without 
ever dreaming of making any other progrefs, he re¬ 
turned to his mafter at Hamcheu to render an ac¬ 
count of the ill fuccefs of his commiffion. The fa¬ 
thers, who had notice of it, underftood by that, that 
they were to lofe no time, and that they were fpee- 
dily to improve the good difpofition of prince Sofan *, 
fo that upon Candlemas-day they went to the palace, 
and offer’d to the emperor, with the ufual ceremonies, 
the petition that he himfelf had com poled, of which 
fee here the tranftation. 

* May it pleafe your Majefty, 
♦ T\T E expofe to you, with the moft perfect 
‘ y V fubmiffior, and moft profound relpeCt that 
‘ we are capable of, the beginning, end, inducements, 
‘ and motives of our moft humble requeft, being 
6 confident that-you will- vouch tale to hear it with 
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4 the fame prudence that attends all your actions, 
4 and with that benevolence wherewith you have 
4 been gracioufiy pleafed to honour us. 

4 On the ninth month of the moon, father Intor- 
4 cetta, one of your majefty’s fubjedts, whofe abode 
4 is in the city of Hamcheu, did acquaint us that 
4 the viceroy had ftri&iy charged the Mandarines of 
4 his province to pull down all the temples of the 

4 chriftians, to burn the printing tables, upon which 
4 are engraven all the books of our religion. More- 
4 over, he hath publickly declared, that our doClrine 
4 is faite and dangerous, and confequently not to be 
4 tolerated in the empire, and hath added feveral 

4 other tilings mod: difadvantageous to us. 
4 Upon this news, fir, feized with horror, and 

4 penetrated with grief, we thought ourfelves obliged 
4 to have recourfe to your majefty, as the common 
4 father of the afflicted, to lay before you the de- 
4 plorahle condition whereunto we are reduced ; 
4 for, except you grant us your protection, it is alto- 
4 gether impcfiible to avoid the ftratagems of our 
4 enemies, and to ward the blow wherewith they 
4 threaten us. 

4 That which adminifters comfort to us, fir, when 
4 we appear at your majefty’s feet, is to fee with 
4 what wifclom you influence and move all the parts 
4 of your empire, as if it were the body, of which 
4 you are the foul ; and with what unconcernment 
4 and impartiality you regulate the intereft of each 
4 private man, without acceptation of perfons ; in- 
4 fomuch that you could not be at reft if you knew 
4 but one Angle fubjeCt opprefled by injuftice, or 
4 but even deprived of that rank and recompence 
4 he deferves. 

4 You furpafs, great fir, the mightieft kings 
4 amongft your predeceflors, who have in their times 
4 permitted falfe religions in China ; for you do in- 
4 tirely love truth, and do not approve of falihood ; 
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* for this reafon it is, that, in taking your progrefs 
4 to view your provinces, you have given a thoufand 
4 teftimonies of your royal affedtion to the European. 
4 miffionaries that were in your road -, as if you 
4 meant thereby to teftify, that you value their 
4 dodtrine, and that you would be very glad that 
4 they would fettle in your dates -, what we deliver 
4 here,, in publick, is generally known to the whole 
4 empire. 

4 Therefore, when we behold the viceroy of Ham- 
4 cheu to ftile the chriftian religion, the falfe and dan- 
4 gerous religion -, when we are informed that he ufes 
4 all his endeavours to deftroy it -, how are able to 
4 ftifle our juft forrow, and forbear to declare to 
4 your majefty what we fuffer ? 

4 This is not the ftrft time, dr, that they have 
4 perfecuted us v/ithout any reafon -, therefore father 
4 Adam Schaal, your fubjedt, on whom your pre- 
4 deceftors heap’d many extraordinary favours, made 
4 it known to all the court, that the rules of the 
4 celeftial motions, eftablifhed by the ancient aftro- 
4 nomers of China, were all falfe -, he propofed others, 
4 that did perfectly agree with the conftellations that 
4 were approved, and made ufe of with no fmall 
4 fuccefs, fo that this change brought order again 
4 into the empire. Your majefty is not ignorant of 
4 what paft at that time in Pekin -, we may,we hope, 
4 have leave to remember how matters ftood there, 
4 fince they are fo many fingular favours we there re- 
4 ceived *, yet upon the account of exploding and 
4 abolifhing of thcle errors, how much did the father 
4 afterwards fuffer by calumnies of his enemies ? 
4 Yam-quam fien, and thofe of his fadlion, falfly 
4 accufed him of feveral enmes, under pretence of 
4 novelty, as if this new aftronomy had not agreed 
4 with heaven ; he died, not being able at that time 
‘ to juftify himfelf ; but your majefty put father 
4 Yerbieft in his place, and heaped on him fo many 

4 favours. 



464 of the publick Eftablijhment 

4 favours, that the life of this father was too Snort, 
4 and his words too faint to demonstrate to all the 
4 world the greatnefs of his acknowledgments : yet 
4 did he deeply refent all thefe benefits, and it was 
4 on purpofe not to be ungrateful, that he was 
4 bufied for above twenty years in compofing all 
4 forts of books for the publick benefit, both in 
4 aftronomy, arithmetick, mufick, and philofophy, 
4 that are ftill extant in the palace, together with 
4 divers others which he had not time to compleat 
4 and finifh. 

4 But, fince your majefty is perfeétly inftru&ed in 
4 all thefe particulars, we dare not prefume to tire 
4 out your patience by a longer difcourfe ; we do 
4 only humbly befeech your majefty to confider* 
4 that all this is not Sufficient to in title us to the 
4 people’s aSFedtion for us, and confidence in us. 
4 If, as they accufe us, the law that we preach be 
4 falfe and dangerous, how can we, fir, juftify the 
4 -conduft of princes, who have honour’d us with 
4 their efteem ? 

4 Neverthelefs, not to mention any thing of your 
4 predeceSTors, your majefty yourfelf hath made So 
4 fure of our loyalty, that you order’d father Ver- 
4 bieft to found Some cannon of a new model, to 
4 put an end to a dangerous war : you made father 
4 Grimaldi crofs the vaft ocean to go into Mufcovy, 
4 with the letters and Seals of the high court of the 
4 militia ; you Sent the fathers Gerbillon and Pereira* 
4 upon very important affairs, to the very fartheft 
4 parts of Tartary-, neverthelefs, your majefty well 
4 knows, that thofe, who are governed by the prim 
4 ciples of a falfe religion, never ufe to Serve their 
* prince faithfully ; they almoft ever abandon them- 
4 Selves to their own pafiions, and never aim at any 
4 thing but their own particular intereft. 

4 If therefore we do exacftly difcharge our duty, 
4 and, if to this very day we have always fought the 
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publick good, it is mod manifeft this zeal proceeds 
from an heart well affedted, full of efteem and ve¬ 
neration, and (if we may be bold to fay fo) of a fingu- 
lar affeétion for the perion of your majefty. On the 
contrary, if this heart once ceafe to fubmit to you, it 
would be, from that very time, contrary to right rea- 
fon, good fenfe, and all fentiments of humanity. 

c This being iuppofed, fir, we humbly befeech 
you to confider, that, after the fatigues of a tedious 
voyage, we are at length arrived in your empire, 
exempt from that fpirit of ambition and covetouf- 
ncfs, that commonly bring other men thither, but 
with an ardent defire to preach to your people the 
only true religion. 

c And truly, when we appeared here the firft 
time, we were entertain’d with abundance of marks 
of diftinétion, as we have often iaid already, and 
which we cannot repeat too often. In the tenth 
year of Chun-tchi they preferr’d us to the foie direc¬ 
tion of the mathematicks. In the fourteenth year 
of the fame reign, they gave us leave to build a 
church at Pekin, and the emperor himfelf wus 
willing to grant us a particular place for the burial 
of our dead. In the twenty-feventh year of your 
majefty’s glorious reign, your majefty honoured the 
memory of father Verbieft not only by new titles, 
but alfo by the care you took to caufe the laft offi- 

■ ces to be perform’d to him, with an almoft royal 
’ pomp and magnificence. Some while after, you 
; appointed an apartment, and mafters to the new 
: French miftionaries, to facilitate their learning of 
• the Tartarian tongue. In a word, you feem’d 
L fo well fatished with their deportment that you 
: caufed the fervices they had render’d to the ftate by 
6 their voyages into Tartary, and negotiation with 
<• the Muscovites, to be inierted in the records of the 
c nation : What a happinefs, fir, and a glory is it for 
c us to be judged capable of Serving lb great a prince! 
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4 Since therefore your majefty, who does fo wifely 

6 govern this grand monarchy, vouchfafeth to em~ 
6 ploy us, and put fuch confidence in us, how is it 
* pofiible there fhould be one Angle Mandarine fo ir- 
4 rational to refufe one of our brethren permifiion to 
4 live in his province ? Verily, fir, one cannot fuffi- 
4 ciently deplore the hard fate of that good old man, 
4 who, in a little corner of the earth, humbly requires 

4 fo much fpace, as is neceffary peaceably to fpend the 
4 remainder of his days, which yet he cannot obtain. 

4 It is for this reafon, fir, that all of us, your ma- 
4 jefty’s mofi: humble fubjeéts, who are here like for- 
4 {aken orphans, that would injure no body -, nay, 
4 who endeavour to avoid law-fuits, quarrels, wrang- 
4 lings, and the lead conteftations ; it is for this rea- 
4 foil (we fay) that we befeech you to take our caufe 
4 in hand, with thofe fentiments of equity that are 
4 fo efiential to you -, have fome companion, fir, up- 
4 on perfons who have committed no fault ; and, if 
4 your majefty, after being fully informed of our 
4 carriage, does really find, that we are innocent, we 
4 befeech you to let all the empire underftand, by a 
4 publick ediél, the judgment you entertain of our 
4 morals and doéhine. It is for the obtaining this 
4 favour, that we aftume the liberty of prefenting to 
4 you this requeft. In the meantime all and every 
4 your fubjeéts the miftionaries will expeét with fear, 
4 and intire fubmiflion, what you {hall be pleafed to 
4 appoint, touching the premifes. In the thirtieth 
4 year of the reign ot Cham-hi, the 16th day of the 
4 12th month of the moon.’ 

The emperor graciouily receiv’d this petition, and 
fent it the 18th of the fame month to the court of 
rites, with an order to examine it, and, with the 
firft opportunity, to make report of it to him -, but, 
becaufe there is a vacation in all the courts of judica¬ 
ture in China, much about the fame time, until the 
15th of the firft month of the year following, the 
Lipou could not anfwer till the 18 th of the faid 

month ; 
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month : upon the whole, their judgment was much 
contrary to the emperor’s intentions, and intereft of 
the miffionaries. For the Mandarines, having re¬ 
ported at large the ancient edicts enacted againft the 
ehridian religion, concluded, that this bufinefs re¬ 
quired no farther diicuffion *, and that they were to 
flick clofe to the firft orders of parliaments, and of 
the court, which prohibited, upon grievous penalties, 
the natural born fubjcdts, to entertain the new doc¬ 
trine of the Europeans *, that, notwithftanding they 
deem’d it convenient to preferve the church in the 
city of Hamchcu, and to give orders to the Manda¬ 
rines of that province, not to confound the ehridian 
religion with the leditious fects of China. 

The emperor was, in a manner, as much concerned 
as the miffionaries at this new decree : when they 
prefented it to him, he difcovered fome trouble at it, 
and left it for feveral days in his clofet, without de- 
daring himfelf, to the end that the Mandarines of 
Lipou, having notice of it, might have time to come 
back -, but, when he faw their obdinacy, he was not 
willing to make turbulent fpirits to rebel -, and, refol- 
ved at lad, tho’ fore againd his will, to fign it. 

This news threw the fathers into a great conder- 
nation -, and one Chao a gentleman of the bed-cham¬ 
ber, whom the emperor font to comfort them, found 
them in a condition worthy of compaffion. He was 
troubled at it himfelf (for he loves us dearly, and 
hath done us upon feveral occafions mod fignal fer- 
vices.) This officer endeavour’d, as he had orders, 
to moderate their affliction -, but, whether it w'as that 
thefe fathers were not maders of themfelves, or, that 
they had quite given over all thoughts of keeping any 
further correfp>ondence with a prince that had de- 
ferted them, they utter’d upon this occafion whatfo- 
ever the mod fenfible grief is able to infpire into af¬ 

flicted perfons. 
What dgnify, my lord, fay they, all the favours 

it hath hitherto pleafed the emperor to do us, fince 
Hh 2 at 
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at this conjuncture himfelf makes them unprofitable? 
Was it to tumble us down in a more illuftrious man¬ 
ner, that he apply’d himfelf fo long time to exalt us? 
What delight will he take hereafter to fee us, covered 
with fhame and confufion, to ferve for a laughing- 
ftock to our enemies, and be a fpeCtacle to the whole 
empire ? Will that prince, who loved us fo dearly, 
will he be able hereafter, without being moved at it, 
to hear that the rabble infult over us ? That his petty 
officers make us to be beaten in open courts ? That 
viceroys banifin us from their provinces, that they 
exile us fhamefully from his empire ? 

We lay out ourfelves for him, our cares, ftudies, 
and all our watchings are given to him. One part 
of our brethren are already dead by their labours, 
others have impair’d their health by the fame ; and 
we who are frill alive, enforced by the fame defire 
of pleafing him, willingly and freely facrifice ail the 
precious moments of our life to him. 

We hoped to merit by this zeal, that he would at 
length approve of the religion, which we preach to 
his people (for why fhould we diffemble the matter 
to you, to you who have fo long known the real fen- 
timents of our hearts) that was, you know, the only 
motive of all our undertakings: how powerful, how 
magnificent foever this prince may be, we fhould ne¬ 
ver have had the lead thoughts of coming fo far to 
ferve him, if the intered of our mod holy faith had 
not engaged us therein. Neverthelefs he profcribes 
it at this day, and figns with his own hand the fhame- 
ful decree of our condemnation. There you fee, 
my lord, what all our hopes are come to *, there is 
the fruit of all our labours : With how much greater 
calmnefs would we have received the fentence of 
death, than an edict of this nature ? For, do not 
imagine, that we are able to furvive the lofs of chrif- 
tianity. 

This difcourfe, attended with a great deal of trou¬ 
ble, and a torrent of tears, made a great impreffion 

upon 
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upon the officer’s Spirit ; he went immediately to re¬ 
port it to the emperor, and deferibed to him the fa¬ 
ther’s forrow in Inch lively colours, that this good 
prince gave way to Tome emotion. I have always, 
laid he, fought out all occajions, to do them a kindnefs, 
but the Chinefe have tr aver fed all my good dcfgns, I 
could at this time forbear follo:v:ng the ft ream ; but, 
in fhert, however the cafe ftands, they ma" make ac¬ 
count that I love them, and that IJh all not for fake them. 

In effeét, he began more than ever to employ 
them in his fervice -, but yet, he no longer found the 
fame eagernefs in the execution of his orders, nor 
the fame ferenenefs and alacrity upon their counte¬ 
nances. They always appeared before him dejected, 
mournful, and as if their heads had been out of or¬ 
der by the Shrewd blow they lately receiv’d. How¬ 
ever, he was fo far from being disheartened, that he 
propofed to them, to fend for a doeffor of phyfick to 
court, who was newly arrived at Macao, who, that 
he might be the more ferviceable to the millions, had 
turned prieft of our company. 

The fathers made anfwer, that this doeffor had 
wifil’d, and that too with a great deal of pafiion, 
to employ his {kill, and all the arcana of his art, to 
preferve Such a precious health, as that of his ma- 
jefty -, but, being amazed at the decree that had 
paftagainft the chriftians, he was quite off from any 
defign to come into China ; and that he was pre¬ 
paring to return into Europe: that, neverthclefs, 
f nee his majeffy ordered it Should be 10, they would 
write with all expedition toMocao to have him come. 
Whilft the miffionaries were over head and ears in their 

melancholv, the viceroy of Hamcheu triumphed at 
his firft fuccefs, and caff about how to take new mca- 
fures, to finifh his work. He fet all the commiffio- 
ners of the officers at work, for Several days, to 
draw out copies of the new decree, to have them 
difpers’d throughout all the provinces-, at laff, he 
iffued out more fevere orders againft the chriftians 

H h 3 than 
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than the former. In fine, no longer doubting of 
the vidtory, he fent to the emperor an ample requeft 
againft the miflionaries, to accompliih their undoing *, 
but this requeft came a little too late: and, when it 
was prefented, the face of affairs was already alter’d. 

For prince Sofan, not being able to withftand the 
fol licitations of the fathers, and efpecially of father 
Gerbillon, whofe particular friend he was, refolved 
to follicit afrefla on our behalf ; wherefore he went and 
found the emperor, and reprefented to him whatf> 
ever the moft zealous chriftian could poflibly have 
fpoken on the like occafion. 

He fet before him, again, the zeal and devotion of 
the fathers in whatfoever refpedted his perfon, the 
the fervices they had render’d the ftate during the 
wars, their being intent to perfedt the fciences, and 
to redtify the kalendar. In a word, fir, faid he, 
they are a fort of people, that make no account of their 
lives, when ferving or pieafing you is in qu eft ion. ’His 
true, all this could not deferve, that your rnajeftyfhould 
approve of their faith, if it be other-wife dangerous ; 
but, was there ever a more wholfome dcdlrine than 
theirs, or more beneficial to the government of a people? 

The emperor, who joyfully heard this dilcourfe, 
yet for all that perfifted in his former determination. 
It is done new, faid he to him, I fhould have done my- 
felf a kin an efs, to have favoured thefe hone ft rnifjio- 
naries \ but the outrageous carriage of the Manda¬ 
rines againft them did not permit me to follow my 
own inclination. 

How, fir, replied the prince, are not you the ma- 
filer ? And when the bufinefs was to do juftice to Jub- 
jeblSy fo eminent as thefe arc, could not you interpofe 
your authority ? I will go myfelft if your rnajefty thinks 
fit, to thefe gentlemen, and I am not without hopes of 
bringing them to terms. At laft the emperor, not 
being any longer able to hold it out againft fo pref- 
fmg lollicitations, caufes a letter immediately to be 
cli (patched to the Çolaos, their affeftors, and to all 
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the Tartarian Mandarines of Lipou ; and this is the 
purport of the letter. 

Yhe thirty firft year of the reign of Cham-hi, the 
fécond day of the fécond month of the moon. Yi-fam- 
ho, 7ntni]ler of fate, declares to you the will andflea- 
fur e of the emperor in thefe terms. 

The Europeans in my court have for a long time he en 
directors of the mathematicks. During the civil wars 
they have rendered me moft effectual fervice, by means 
of fome cannon that they got caft : their prudence and 
fingular addrefs, accompanied with much zeal and in¬ 
defatigable toil, obliges me once more to confidcr them. 
And, befides that, their law is not feditious, and does 
not induce people to revolt -, fo that it feems good to us, 
to permit it, to the end that all thofe, who are willing 
to embrace it, may freely go into the churches, and 'make 
publick profeffion of the worjhip there performed to the 
fupreme Lord of Heaven. 

Our will and pieafure therefore is, that all, and fe¬ 
ver al the editts that hitherto have been publijhed againjl 
it, by, and with the advice and counfel of our tribu¬ 
nals, be at prefent tern and burnt. You minifters of 
ft ate, and you Tartarian Mandarines of the fovereign 
court of rites, ajfemble together, examine the matter, 
and give me your advice upon the whole with all fpeed. 

Prince Sofan himfelf was prefent at this aflembly, 
according as he and the emperor had agreed -, and al¬ 
beit he was no chrifiian, yet did he fpeak after fuch 
a pathetical and taking manner in favour of us, that 
he feemed rather to defend his own, or the dates 
caufe, than the concerns of a foreign religion ; thefe 
are his own words, without adding one fyliable, as 
they are found in the original, which I faithfully 

tran flate. 
‘ You know, gentlemen, with what application, 

‘ what zeal, and loyalty thefe Europeans bufy them- 
‘ felves in the fervice of his majefty. The greateft 
« men amongft us, tho’ concerned to preferve and 
* maintain our çonquefts, have rather devoted them- 

H h 4 felves 
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felves to glory, riches, and making their own for¬ 
tunes, than to the fettling the {late upon a found 

c bottom; very few of them do purely aim at the 
‘ publick good. Thefe Grangers, on the other hand, 
6 exempt from all paffion, love the empire more than 
6 we do our felves, and do frankly facrifice their own 
4 repofe to the tranquillity of our provinces. 

4 We have experienc’d the fame during the whole 
4 courfe of our civil wars, and in the late bicker- 
6 ings we had with the Mufcovite *, for, to whom 
4 do you luppole us obliged for the happy fuccefs ot 
4 this negotiation ? It would without all queftion be 
4 confident with my intereft, to afcribe all the glory 
4 of it to myfelf, who have been the plenipoten- 
4 tiary for the peace *, but, if I were fo unjuft as to 
4 do myfelf that honour, to the prejudice of thefe 
6 fathers, the chieftains of the enemies troops, all 
4 my own officers, and my own army would fay I 
4 told an untruth. 

4 It is, gentlemen, thefe fathers, who by their 
4 prudence, and infight into affairs, and the juft tem- 
4 per and moderation that they brought, put an end 
4 to that important affair. Without their counfel, 
4 we ftiould have been forced to exadt, at the expence 
4 of our blood, the rights which the injuftice of our 
4 enemies did fo obftinately refufe to the emperor -, or, 
4 perhaps you would have had the trouble to lee us 
4 wholly divefted of them ; or, at leaft I fhould 
4 have been no longer in a condition to defend them. 

4 What have we done, gentlemen, in return for 
4 fuch eminent fervice ? Nay, what can we do for a 
4 company of men, who demand neither riches, nor 
4 places of truft, nor honours ? Who efteem and 
4 refpect us, without fo much as earing whether we 
4 do fo by them ! Certainly we ought to be concerned, 
4 if it were not in our power fome way or other to 
4 oblige ftrangers, who do fo generoufty facrifice 
4 themfelves for us ; and I am inclin’d to believe, 
4 gentlemen, that, when you have made reflections 

4 thereon 
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4 thereon, you will give me thanks for having dif- 
* covered to you the only way whereby they can bc- 
4 come fenftble of our acknowledgment. 

4 They have a law, which is to them inftead of 
4 all the riches in the world. They adore a Deity, 
4 who alone makes up all their comfort and happi- 
4 nefs. Suffer them only freely to enjoy the hene- 
4 fit they poffefs, and permit them to communicate 
4 it to our people -, altho* in that very thing they ra- 
4 ther do us a kindnefs, than we do them ; yet they 
4 will be grateful to us, and accept it from our hands, 
4 as the recompence of all their fervices. 

4 The Lamas of Tartary, and the Bonzes of Chi- 
4 na, are not troubled in the exercife of their religion. 
4 Nay, the very Mahometans have rear’d a mofque 
4 at Hamcheu, that domineers over all our publick 
4 edifices. They oppofe no banks to thefe torrents, 
4 that threaten inundation to all China: men connive, 
4 they approve of in feme meafure all thefe unprofi- 
4 table and dangerous fedts -, and, now when the Eu- 
4 ropeans fue to us for liberty to preach up a dodcrine, 
4 that contains no other than maxims of the moft re- 
4 fined virtue, we do not only repulfe them with dif- 
4 dain, but think we do good fervice to condemn 
4 them: juft as if the laws, that oblige us to fhutup 
4 the entrance into our empire againft fuperftition, and 
4 lying vanities, had likewife proferibed naked truth. 

The prince, expatiating much upon this point, was 
interrupted by the heads of theaftembly, who remon- 
ftrated to him, that, fay what he could, there was 
ftill fome danger left this new fedt might occafion 
fome diforder in procefs of time. And, that it was 
the part of good policy to ftifle thefe little monfters 
of rebellion and difeord, in their very birth. That, 
in fhort, they were foreigners, whole fpirit and fecret 
defigns were capable of adminiftring fome fufpicion. 

4 What fufpicion, reply’d the prince ? I have been 
4 Colao this ten years, and I never heard any com- 
4 plaint againft the chriftians. Believe me, gentle- 

4 men. 
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4 men, it were to be wifh’d, that the whole empire 
4 would embrace their religion. For, is it not that 
4 religion that commands children to honour and 
4 obey their parents ? Subjects to be faithful to their 
4 fuperiors, fervants exadlly to perform the will of 
4 their mailers : That forbids ro kill, to fteal, and 
4 to cozen -, not to covet any thing that is your 
4 neighbours. That abhors perjury and calumny. 
4 That diflikes lying and falfhood. That infpires 
4 modefty, fimplicity, uprightnefs and temperance. 
4 Examine, gentlemen, and found, if poffible, the 
4 heart of man ; if there you find one fingle vice 
4 which the chriftian law does not forbid, or one vir- 
4 tue that it does not enjoin, and counfel ; I leave you 
4 to your liberty to declare again ft it. But now, if 
4 all things in it be holy and confonant to reafon, 
4 why do you ftill boggle to approve of it ? 

... After that, the prince, feeing their minds to be wa¬ 
vering, propofed the ten commandments of our reli¬ 
gion, and explained them with fo much eloquence, 
that the Mandarines looking one upon another, find¬ 
ing nothing to offer againft it, did ingenuoufiy confefs 
that one might conform to this new doctrine without 
any danger. The emperor, informed of what was 
debated, wras pleafed (for to render the adtion more 
famous) to have alfo all the minifters of ftate to be 
convoked together, with the Mandarines of Lipou, 
who were Chinefe, to whom they made known be¬ 
fore-hand the refolution of the Tartarian Mandarines. 

In this general aftembly, they repeated all that was 
fpoken in the private aftembly ; and, after prince 
Sofan had left no ftone unturned to recover the Chi¬ 
nefe from their old prejudice, they came at length to 
this refult, that a law fhould be enadlecl favourable 
to the chriftians, which was drawn up in form of a 
petition, to be prefented to the emperor, to obtain his 
confirmation of it -, it was to this effedt. 

Heoupatai, fubjett to your majefty, prefident of the 
fovereign tribunal of rites, and chief of feveral other 

orders, 
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orders, prefents to you this moft humble petition, with 
all the fubmiffion and refpebl, which he and all his af- 

' fcjjors ought to have for all your commands, efpecially 
when you do us the honour to require our advice about 
the important affairs of ft ate. 

IVe have ferioufty examin'd what any way relates to 
the Europeans, who attracted from the extremities of 
the world by the fame of your fingular prudence, and 
other your eminent qualities, have paft that vaft extent 
of feas, which feparates us from Europe. Since they 
have lived arnongd us, they have merited our eft en n and 
acknowledgement, by the fignal fervices they have ren¬ 
dered us in the civil and foreign wars ; by their conti¬ 
nual application to compofing of books very curious and 
profitable ; for their uprightnefs and fincere affeblion 
f or the commonwealth. 

Befides which, thefe fame Europeans are very peace¬ 
able, they do not excite any commotions, or foment dif¬ 
ferences in thefe our provinces -, they do wrong to no 
man, they commit no notorious fatds ; moreover, their 
doblrine hath no affinity with the falfe and dangerous 
fetls that inf eft the empire neither do their maxims in¬ 
cline turbulent fpirits to fe dit ion. 

Since therefore we do neither hinder the Lamas of 
1’artary, nor Bonzes of China from having temples, 
nor from effering incenfe therein to their p ago as -, much 
lefs can we, with any reafon, reft rain the Europeans, 
(who neither atl nor teach any thing contrary to the 
wholfome laws) from having likewife their refpe Stive 
churches, there to preach their religion in publick. Cer¬ 
tainly theje two things would be point blank contrary to 
one another, and we fhould manifeftly feem to contradict 

ourfelves. 
JVe therefore judge it meet and expedient, that all the 

temples dedicated to the Lord of heaven, in what place 
foever they may be, ought to be preferred \ and that 
we may fafely permit all thofe who would honour this 
God, to enter into his temples, to offer incenfe to him, 
and to pay that worfhip to him, that hath hitherto 
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been praCtifed by the chrifiians, according to their an¬ 
cient cuftom ; fo that none may, for the time to com°> 
prefume to oppofe the fame. 

In the meantime we fhall expelt your majeftfs orders 
thereupon, to the end we may communicate them to the 
governors and viceroys, as well at Pekin, as at other 
cities of the provinces. Done in the thirty-firft year of 
the reign of Cham-hi, the third day of the fécond 
month of the moon. Signed, the pref dent of the fove- 
reign tribunal of rites, with his ajfejfors *, and under¬ 
neath the four minifiers offt ate, called Colaos, with 
their general officers and Mandarines of the firft order. 

The emperor received this decree with unexpreffi- 
ble joy ; he ratify’d it forthwith, and difpatch’d a 
copy of it to the fathers, fealed with the feal of the 
empire, to be, fays he, perpetually preferved in the 
archives of their houfe. Some time after, he caufed 
it to be publiffied throughout the whole empire ; and 
the fupreme tribunal of rites, fending it to the princi¬ 
pal officers, added thefe enfuing words. Wherefore, 
you viceroys of provinces, be fure you receive this impe¬ 
rial edict with a moft profound refpelt ; and, as foon as 
it comes to your hands, read it attentively ; value it \ 
and fee you fail not to execute it punctually, conform¬ 
able to the example that we have given you ourfelves. 
Moreover, caufe copies of it to be taken, to be difperfed 
into all the places of our government, and acquaint us 
of what you fhall do in this point. 

So foon as father Intorcetta had notice of what 
had paft at Pekin, he departed for court, and went 
to throw himfelf at the emperor’s feet, to render him 
moft humble thanks in his own, and in the name of 
all the miftionaries of China. This good prince, 
when he had bellowed on him many demonftrations 
of affeétion, caufed him to be conduced back again 
into his province, by father Thomas, Mandarine of 
the mathematicks. He made his entrance into this 
city of Hamcheu in triumph, furrounded by chrif- 

tians | 
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tians -, and, received by their acclamations, who look’d 
upon him as an angel of peace. 

Neverthelefs, as God mixes always fome bitternefs 
with our comforts, the joy, this good father had con¬ 
ceived, was foon overcaft, and allay’d by the utter 
ruin of his church, involved fome time before in a 
publick conflagration, wherewith the bed: part of the 
city was confumed. 

This accident gave occafion to father Thomas, to 
defire the viceroy to build a new church for the fa¬ 
ther -, and he himfelf gave him to underhand, that 
the emperor expedted it from him. This Mandarine 
was intolerably vexed at the ill fuccefs of his enter- 
prize, which the late arrival of the father increafed *, 
but he was quite befides himfelf, to think he mud be 
forced to lodge a ftranger honourably in his capital 
city, whom he would, with all his heart, have ba¬ 
il ifh’d fome days before from his province ; yet he 
diffembled the matter like a wife man ; and, to com¬ 
ply with the time, he afforded the miffionary one of 
the fined: houfes in the city, till fuch time as, at his 
own charges, he fhould have rebuilt the ancient 

college. 
It was not at Hamcheu alone, that the chridian 

religion feem’d to triumph ; all the churches of the 
empire, which the new edidt, in fome refpedt, drew 
out of captivity, by granting to the people liberty of 
confcience, gave great demonftrations of joy, but 
the city of Macao, that ferved for a cradle to the in¬ 
fant chriftianity, made its joy to appear by a folemn 
holiday, which was accompanied with all the tokens 
of publick mirth and chearfulnefs, which the people’s 

devotion rendered much more lolemn. 
Thofe, who fhall confider the conftitution of the 

government of China, the almoft un furmoun table dif¬ 
ficulties that ft rangers have met with in fere wing 
themfelves into it*, the averfion of mens minds nom 
novelty in matters of religion *, and, on the otner 
hand, the fmall company of miflionaries Europe hath 

fupply’d 



478 Of thepublick Eftabliftment 
fupply’d us with, the civil wars, and revolutions, 
that have fo often difcompofed the ftate in this latter 
age, will ferioufiy confefs, that this occurrence, one 
of the mod memorable, that probably hath hap¬ 
pened fince the infancy of the church, cannot be the 
produét of human wifdom. * Deus autem rex nojier 
ante fæcula operatus eft falutem in medio terra \ tu 
confirmafti in virtute tua mare-tu confregifti capita 
draconis -, tuns eft dies & tua eft nox. It is our God, 
Jtis our everlafting king, who hath wrought falvation 
in this vaft kingdom, which they call the middle of 
the earth. He it is, who hath for ever brought a 
calm upon this fea, fo much agitated, and infamous 
hitherto for fo many fhipwracks. Thou haft, O 
Lord, bruifed the head of that proud -f- dragon 
whofe name was fo dreadful. It is now then that 
the day and the night, that is to fay, the Eaft and 
the Weft belong to thee ; forafmuch as both worlds 
have at laft fubmitted to thy empire. 

At fuch time as I had the honour to prefent to the 
moft holy father, that idolatry in the Eaft, attacked 
on all hides by the minifters of the gofpel, was juft 
upon the point of falling -, and that, if once China 
could be drawn in to declare itfelf in favour of us, 
all the people adjacent, led by their example, would 
quickly break their idols in pieces, and would not be 
long before they fubmitted to the yoke of the chrif- 
tian faith ; this thought alone tranfported this holy 
pontiff with joy, and revived that fincere piety, and 
fervent zeal in his heart, that he fhews upon all occa- 
ftons for the falvation of fouls ; but he told me that 
fuch a great change as that was no ordinary miracle. 

What fentiments will he have, my lord, when he 
underftands that what (as things then ftood) he 
fcarce durft hope for are now at laft accomplifh’d for 
the glory of his pontificate, and univerfal benefit of 
Chriftendom. We know, moreover, that, fince this 

* Pfal. 73. f The dragon is the emperor’s arms, and 
is adored in China. 

famous 
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famous edidt, the Chinefe run in crowds to be bap- 
tifed : That the Mandarines, (till idolaters, build 
churches to the only true God : That a prince of the 
blood hath abjured his errors, and embraced the faith 
and crofs of Jefus Chrift : That the emperor him- 
felf caufeth a church to be created in his palace, and 
lodges the miniftersof the gofpel near his own perfon. 

Thefe happy preparations will, without all quef- 
tion, oblige the holy father to employ all his cares 
to the in tire compleating of fo great a work } to 
that effedt we demand of him paftors formed by his 
own hand, and replenifhed with his fpirit : milTio- 
naries altogether unbyafied, learned, felf-denying, 
that join prudence with evangelical fimplicity *, who 
may feek the glory of Chrift, and that of the nation, 
rather than their own. 

Laft of all, we heartily wifh that all chriftiati 
kingdoms, out of emulation one of another, may 
ftrive (under the pope’s authority) who fhah dill 
fend moft minifters into thefe vaft countries, to fhare 
with us in our labours, and extend our conquefts. 
Nay, tho’ the moft populous uni verb ties and moft 
famous feminaries ftiould be tranfplanted thither, it 
would yet be but few. Yea, and with all thefe af- 
ftftances, we ftiould notwithftanding, to fpeak in 
feripture language, groan under the burthen and h< at 
of the day. What would become of us, if we i ive 
this new born world to a fmall number of labourers, 
whom the piety of fomedo there maintain? 

It is to beg this favour, that I aftume theboldnefs, 
my lord, to intruft you, at this time, with the con¬ 
cerns of the millions. I am well aftured that you ne¬ 
ver undertook any buftnefs of confequence for the 
good of Chriftendom, but you accomplifh’d it. 
Now, altho’ this that I propole to you were ten 
times more difficult than it is indeed, I am, in a man¬ 
ner, fure of fuccefs, as foon as ever you fhall plcafe 

to take it upon you 
Yet 
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Yet notwithstanding, my lord, to fucceed happily 
in this bufinefs, it is not necelTary to exert, and put 
in practice all thofe qualities of mind, that make you 
almoft ever fuperior to great enterprizes. That con- 
fummate wifdom, that conducts you thro’ the moft 
fure roads. That continual intention of mind, 
which the hardeft labour cannot interrupt. That 
dexterous insinuating conduét, fo impenetrable to the 
quickeft eye. In a word, that art, fo peculiar to you 
of perfuading, and obtaining what you pleafe. All 
this is not requisite to the bufinefs in hand, you need 
do no more here but abandon yourfelf to your own 
zeal, and ufe that lively and natural eloquence, that 
animates your difcourfes, every time you are pleafed, 
in the facred college, to Stand up for the interest of 
religion, or when you reprefent to Chrift’s vicar the 
urgent neceffities of the church. 

Your care, your piety, my lord, will be feconded 
with as many apoftles, as you Shall procure miflio- 
naries for us: then will the idolaters, newly converted, 
and believers eftabliSh’d and fettled in faith, be equally 
fenfible of the great benefits that you Shall procure 
them, and the people, enlightened by thefe divine 
lights, which the holy fee Shall difperfe as far as the 
extremity of the earth, will, all their lives long, biefs 
the paternal charity of the vicar of Chrift, and ardent 
zeal of his ministers. I am, in the moft profound 

My Lord, 

Tour Eminence's moft humble, 

and moft obedient Servant. 

L. J. 

A Let- 
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A General Idea of the Obfervations we have made in 
the Indies, and in China. 

Ltho* you fhould not be at the head of the 
r\ moil ingenious and learned men in Europe, by 
the rank you hold in the Academy Royal ; yet the 
paflion I have always had to give you fome marks 
of my efteem, and to improve by your knowledge, 
would engage me to communicate to you what we 
have performed in the Indies, as to the perfection 
of fciences. 

It is, fir, for the credit of this illuftrious academy 
(with which we have fuch a ftriCt friendftiip and cor- 
refpondence) that a perfon of your merit fhould 
feem to have any efteem for the perfons it em¬ 
ploys in its function ; and I fuppofe, the protection, 
you are pleafed to afford us in the world, will be 
taken kindly bv them -, but it is yet more our parti¬ 
cular intereft, that you would feverely and ftriClly 
examine our works, and that, when you have im¬ 
plored the efteem of the publick on our behalf, you 
would, by an impartial and learned criticizing, take 
fome pains to perfeCt us, and make us one day wor¬ 
thy of its approbation, and your own. 

It is not, fir, that I have a mind, in this place, to 
explain to you in particular all that we have per¬ 
formed, to acquire a more exaCt knowledge for the 
future, of the motion of the ftars, or to deliver me¬ 
moirs to thofe who defign to penetrate farther into 
the fecret myfteries of nature. This work, which is 
of too large an extent, to be comprifed within the 
compafs of a fingle letter, will ferve for the fubjeCt 

1 i 
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of ali intire volume, which we hope fhortly to have 
the honour to prefent to you. 

My defign at prefent is only to give you a general 
idea of it, to the end, that, underftanding before-hand 
the road, we have hitherto kept, you may the better 
judge what is needful to be added, to make us exaX, 
or to be altered, as to our method. 

When we departed from Paris, with the inftruc- 
tions of the king, of his minifters of ftate, and of 
the academy royal, we propofed to ourfelves nothing 
lefs than the perfeXion of natural fciences ; but, this 
project containing in it a great diverfity of matters, 
we fuppofed it convenient for every one to take his 
part, not only becaufe each of us had not leifure 
enough to ply fo many different ftudies all at once, 
but alio, becaufe the fpirit of a man hath its limits, 
and it is very rare to find, in one and the fame perfon, 
a genius equally proper for all things. 

So that we agreed, that fome of us fhould addiX 
ourfelves to agronomical obfervations, geometry, 
and to the examination of mechanical arts, whilft 
others fhould chiefly be taken up in the ftudy of 
what relates to anatomy, knowledge of fimples, hif- 
rory of animals, and other parts of natural philofo- 
phy, which every one fhould chufe, according as his 
fancy led him ; yet fo, that even thofe, who fhould 
keep themfelves within the compafs of any fubjeX 
matter, fhould, neverthelefs, not negleX the reft, 
when time, place, or perfons fhould afford them 
uccafions to make any new difcovery therein ; we 
agreed likewife, that we fhould mutually communi¬ 
cate our notions one to another, to the end, that 
each one might benefit by the common reflexions, 
and withal, that nothing, if poflible, fhould efcape 
our attention. 

But let us take what care we could to fucceed in 
this undertaking, we eafily perceived, that fix per- 
fons bufied befides in the ftudy of languages, and in 

preaching 
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preaching the gofpcl, could never be able to go 
through with fuch a vaft defign -, it therefore came 
into our mind, firft of all, to engage the Europeans 
that were at that time in the Indies, but above all, 
the miflionaries ; to the end, that every one of us 
might concur in carrying on a defign, equally be¬ 
neficial and glorious to all nations. Secondly, to 
eftablifh, in divers places, fonie particular houfes^ 
where our mathematicians and philofophers fhould 
labour after the example; and under the conduct of 
the academians of Paris ; who from thence, as from 
the center of fciences, might communicate then- 
thoughts, their method; and their difcoveries, and 
deceive (if I may be fo bold as to fay fo) as by re¬ 
flection, our weak lights. 

But thefe two expedients^ fo proper in themfelves 
for the promoting of our project, and withal capable 
to render France famous to pofterity; have hitherto 
proved ineffectual ; on the one hand, we have found 
Very little difpofftion in other nations to fécond us ; 
on the other hand, the revolutions of Siam have 
overthrown our firft obfervatory, which the king’s 
libetality, and the zeal of the miniffers of ftate, had 
in a manner quite finifhed. 

Thefe accidents, tho5 fatal ones, did not yet dif- 
courage us -, we had thoughts of laying the founda¬ 
tion of a fécond obfervatory in China, ft ill more 
magnificent than that of Siam. It would have been 
no fuch difficult matter to have built feveral others 
afterwards at Flifpahan in Perfia, at Agria in the 
Mogul’s country, in the ifle of Corneo under the line, 
Tartary, and in feveral other places, whole fituation 
might facilitate the execution of our defign -, when 
that univerfal war, that has fet all Europe on fire 1b 
many years, made us fen Able of it in the Indies, and 
in one moment broke all our meafures. 

Perhaps, fir, peace may put us into the fame road 
again, that the tempeft hath forced us to torfake, 

I i 2 and 
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and that, all in good time, we fhall enjoy a calm e- 
qually advantageous to religion, to the people’s hap- 
pinefs, and to the perfection of fciences. In the 
mean time, as contrary winds do not hinder Skilful 
pilots to go forward a little, notwithstanding they do 
much retard their failing -, fo have we endeavoured,, 
maugre all thefe tempers, to purfue our former dé¬ 
fi gn, and continue a work, the effiay of which, as 
you may Shortly fee, will not perhaps be altogether 
unprofitable. 

The difficulty that men have found from all anti¬ 
quity, to regulate the motions of the liars, was never 
to be overcome, either by the lucubrations of ancient 
âflronomers, or even by all the penetration of the 
neoterics ; what endeavours loever our imagination 
may have ufed to dive into thefe mylleries of the 
omnipotent Creator, yet have we made but a forry 
progrefs ; and we mull needs confefs, that heaven 
is at a much greater dillance from our thoughts and 
conceptions, than it is elevated above our heads. No¬ 
thing can bring us nearer to it, than a continued 
feries of obfervâtions, and an exaCt inquiry into 
every thing that occurs in the Stars, becaufe that 
this continual attention to their motions (making us 
perceive the grofs, - and as it were palpable errors 
of ancient fyftems) gives occafion to aStronomers 
to reform them by little and little, and make them 
more conformable to obfervation ; to this purpofe, 
in thefe latter days, men have fo carefully applied 
themfelves to the perfecting of instruments, pendu¬ 
lums, telefcopes, and of whatfoever may any way 
bring the heavens nearer to our eyes. 

In France, England, and Denmark, and in divers 
other places in the world, they have elevated huge 
machines, built magnificent towers, as it were, to 
ferve inffcead of Stairs to thofe who would proceed 
in this new road ; and the progrefs, that many ob- 
fervators have already made, is fo considerable, that 

one 
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one may hope for great matters in future ages ; 
provided princes do continue, by their liberality, to 
uphold fuch a toilfome piece of work. This is, fir, 
in general, what we have contributed towards it for 
our part. 

Firft of all, we have been moft converfant in ob- 
ferving the eclipfes ; and becaufe thofe of the fun 
have, more than all others, occafioned people’s ad¬ 
miration, we have been very diligent to improve all 
occafions that might feem favourable to us. Amongft 
thofe that offered themfelves, there chanced to be 
two fomewhat odd and particular, and will afford 
fome delight to the curious. 

The firft was the eclipfe that happen’d about the 
end of April 1688 -, we knew that it was to be total 
in fome parts of China, altho’ at Pekin, where we 
fojourned fome time before, it was to be but indiffe¬ 
rent great ; for you know, fir, there is a great diffe¬ 
rence between the eclipfes of the fun and thofe of the 
moon : the moon, that hath only a precarious light, 
is cover’d with real darknefs, whenever the earth robs 
her of the fun-beams, and doth not appear eclipfed 
to fome certain people, but that fhe at the fame time 
hides her face from the eyes of others in like manner. 
The fun, on the contrary, that is a body, of its own 
nature, always fplendid, always luminous, or, rather, 
is light itfelf, can never be obfufcated or darkened -, 
and when the moon, by covering it, feems to de¬ 
prive it of all its luftre, it is not the fun that is e- 
clipfed, it is the earth ; it is we indeed that do find 
ourfelves at that time all in darknefs -, fo that aftro- 
nomers would fpeak more properly, if, inftead of 
naming it an eclipfe of the fun, they would name it 

an eclipfe of the earth. 
Thence it comes to pafs, that this eclipfe is at the 

fame time very different, according to the different 
regions where one is j infomuch that if feveral ob- 
fervators, at a diftance one from another,'were placed 

I i 3 upon 
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upon the fame line drawn from eaft to weft, it 
might fo happen, that the firft would fee the whole 
body of the fun, as it is commonly feen, whilft the 
fécond would difcover but one part of it. There it 
would appear half covered, here it would be no more 
than an ark of light ; and ftill, farther off, it might 
perchance totally difappear. 

It is likewife for the fame reafon, that an obfer- 
vator, placed at the center of the earth, would not 
behold the fun eclipfed, as we do here j now this 
difference, which they term the Parallax, would in- 
creafe, or decreafe, according as this luminary fhould 
be more or lefs elevated above the horizon -, this is 
what the Chinefe were hitherto ignorant of, and of 
which, to this day, they have but a very fuperficial 
knowledge. As for the Indians, much lefs capable 
of being poliftfd and refin’d than the Chinefe, they 
are always admiring fuch wonderful effeds j info- 
much that the king of Siam demanded one day, 
if the fun in Europe was the fame with theirs in 
the Indies, fince it appeared at the fame time fo 
different in thefe trio places. 

Wherefore we departed on purpofe from Pekin, 
to get to Hamcheu, a confiderable city in the pro¬ 
vince of Çhanfi ; where, according to our calculation, 
the fun was to be totally eclipfed : yet, it was not fo, 
becaufe the longitude of the country was not yet 
perfectly known to us. The heavens were that day 
extremely ferene, the place very convenient, our in- 
ftrument fitly placed, and, being three obfervators, 
nothing was wanting that might render the obfer- 
vation exa<5t. 

Amongft the different methods that may be made 
ufe of for thefe forts of operations, we made choice 
of two, that feenfd to us the moft plain and eafy % 

the one was to look upon the fun, with a telefcope 
of three feet long, in which they had placed, at the 
Focus objedivus, a Reticula or little net, compofed of 

twelve 
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twelve little threads of raw filk, very fmall, and e- 
qually diftant one from another, yet fo, that they 
might precifely take up all the fpace of the fun, 
whole diameter appeared after this manner to the eye, 
divided into twelve equal parts. 

The fécond conhfting in receiving the reprefçnta- 
tion of the fun (by a telefcope of twelve feet) that 
was painted upon a piece of pafteboard, oppofite to 
the optick glafs, at a proportionable diftance -, we 
had drawn upon the faid pafteboard twelve little 
concentrical circles, the biggeft whereof was equal 
to the apparent difcus of the fun *, fo that it was 
eafy for us to determine, not only the beginning, 
duration, and end of the eclipfe, which require no 
more but a fingle optick glafs, and a well regulated 
pendulum ; but alfo its bignefs, or (as they com¬ 
monly call it) its quantity, and the time that the 
fhadow, or rather the moon, fpends in covering, or 
uncovering each part of the fun : for notwithftand- 
ing all thefe parts are equal amongft themfelves, yet 
it doth not therefore follow, that there is requihte an 
equal number of minutes to go over them, becaufe 
the continual change of the Parallax retards or puts 
forward the apparent motion of the moon. 

There wanted but the twenty-fourth part to the 
total covering of the fun, and we determined it to 
be an eclipfe of eight digits and an half (for fo 
aftronomers term it) for, to make their calculation 
juft, they are wont to divide the apparent diameter 
of the planets into twelve digits, and every digit 
into ftxty minutes. In the mean time we obferved 
firft of all, that, when three quarters of the fun 
were eclipfed, the day appeared in a manner not at 
all changed by it ; nay, and we could hardly have 
perceiv’d it, if we had not had otherwife notice of it ; 
fo that an ordinary cloud was almoft capable of 

producing the very fame effe<ft. 
I i 4 Secondly, 
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Secondly, tho’ we did not, at the height of the 
eclipfe, fee more than a little ark of light, yet might 
a man read very eafily, in the court, the fmalleft cha¬ 
racter -, I have feen fome ftorms that obfcured the 
heavens as much as they were at that time. 

Thirdly, we could by no means difcover any (far, 
tho’ we endeavour’d it all we could ; we only per¬ 
ceived Venus, which doth not denote any great ob~ 
fcurity, fince this planet appears oftentimes, even at 
fuch time as the fun is wholly rifen above the horizon. 

TheChinefe,notwithftanding, were terribly alarm’d, 
imagining that the earth was going fuddenly to in- 
velope in thick clarknefs. They made an hideous 
noife all abroad, to oblige the dragon to be gone. 
It is to this animal that they attribute all the difap- 
pearances of the ftars, which come to pafs, fay they, 
becaufe the celeftial dragon, being hunger-bit, holds 
at that time the fun or moon fall between his teeth, 
with a delign to devour them. 

At length the light returned by degrees, and eafed 
the Chinefe of their trouble ; but we continued our 
operation, comparing by different calculations the 
greatnefs, continuance, and ending of this eclipfe, 
with the different tables of ancient and modern aftro- 
nomers. There were alfo made at Pekin, I Iam- 
cheu, and in feveral other cities of China, the very 
fame obfervations, which might have ferved to de¬ 
termine the longitude of all thefe different places, 
if we had not had more fure and eafler methods to 
know it by. 

Upon the whole, this obfervation afforded an oc- 
caflon to make fome reflections upon feveral other 
eclipfes, whereof authors fpeak diverily. Herodotus 
lib. 1. relates, that, upon the very day that the king 
of the Medes and the king of the Lydians fought a 
bloody battle, the fun appeared totally eclipfed. 
The combate, faith he, lafted a long time with equal 
qdyantage on both tides, till, all on a fudden, thick 

dark- 
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darknefs covered the earth, and for a while fufpend- 
ed the fury of the foldiers. Father Petau hath 
placed this eclipfe in the year 597, before the birth of 
of our Saviour, on the 9th of July, altho’ according 
to his calculation, it ought to be but of 9 digits 22 
minutes -, imagining, without doubt, that this por¬ 
tion of the fun eclipfed was confiderable enough to 
verify fuch thick darknefs which the hiftorians men¬ 
tion : neverthelefs, that is fo far from fufficing, that 
our laft obfervation ought to convince us, that fuch 
an indifferent eclipfe, as that was, could not fo much 
as be feen by the combatants ; fo that it is much more 
probable, that this famous battle was fought in the 
year 585 on the 28th day of May, a day whereon 
there chanced to be a total eclipfe of the fun. 

Father Petau cannot difagree with us about this 
laft eclipfe, but, if we reckon it according to his ta¬ 
bles, we ffiall find that it is but of 11 digits 20 mi¬ 
nutes, that is to fay, not quite fo big as ours *, and, 
for that reafon, we may fuppofe his tables to be 
defective, becaufe the 24th part of the fun fufficeth 
(as we have obferved) to make the day pretty clear; 
notwithftanding, the hiftory would make us believe 
that it was obfcure, yea, and even refembling the 

darkeft night. 
In the year 310, before the birth of our Saviour, 

Agathocles king of Sicily, failing into Africa with 
his fleet, bound for Carthage, the fun totally dif- 
appeared, and the ftars were feen every where, as if it 
had been mid-night ; whereupon, divers aftrono- 
mers, and particularly Ricciolus, are of opinion, that 
the tables that allow to this eclrpfe a greatnefs, that 
comes pretty near that of the total, do fufficiently 
make out the hiftory : neverthelefs, it is manifeft by 
what we have obferved, that the ftars would never 
have been perceived, efpecially in that brightnels, 
and after that manner that Diodorus and Juftin fay 

çhey did3 if fg be there had been any fenfible part of 
the 
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the fun difcovered, except this fame part, not being 
eclipfed, had not been near the horizon, as it hap¬ 
pened in the year 237, in the beginning of the reign 
of Gordianus junior-, for at that time, the heavens 
werefo darkened, that it was impoffible to know one 
another without wax-tapers, at lead; if we give cre¬ 
dit to Julius Capitolinus. 

The fécond eclipfe we obferved, dill more confide- 
rable than the former, was feen by father Tachard, 
in his voyage into the Indies, he was at fea on board 
anHolland veffel ; and, if the place would have given 
him leave to make ufe of indruments, we fhould ne¬ 
ver have feen any thing more ingenious on this 
fubjeét. 

The eclipfe appeared central, that is to fay, the 
center of the moon, was quite oppolite to the center of 
the fun *, but, becaufe the apparent difcus of the 
fun, was at that time bigger than that of the 
moon, there was feen in the heavens a bright ring, 
or a great circle of light, and what is mod to be 
wondered at on this occafion is, that father Tachard 
allures us, that this circle was at lead a finger’s 
breadth, which would not agree, neither with the 
tables of ancient adronomers, nor of the moderns : but 
it is no fuch eafy matter, to make a jud edimate of 
the bignefs of luminous bodies, when one judges 
only upon view -, becaufe the light that fparkles, and 
reflects, caufeth them evermore to appear much big¬ 
ger than they really are. 

However, thefe forts of eclipfes, which are called 
Annulary Eclipfes, are very rare ; yea, and fome 
mathematicians are of opinion, that there cannot be 
any at all, becaufe they fuppofe as a thing granted 
by all hands, that the diameter of the moon, even 
in its apogæum, that is, at its greated didance from 
the earth, was always either equal to that of the fun, 
or even fenlibly greater. 
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So like wife Kepler, writing to Clavius upon the 
.account of an annulary eclipfe that they had obferv- 
ed at Rome on the 9th of April, in the year 1567, 
pretends, that this luminary border was nothing elfe 
but a little crown of condenfed air, enflamed or en¬ 
lightened by the fun-beams, broken or refracted in 
the atmofphere of the moon. This laft obfervation 
may be capable of undeceiving thofe who may have 
perftfted obftinately to follow the like opinion., as 
well as to difabufe Gaflendus’s difciples, who ima¬ 
gine that the fun cannot overflow the moon above 
four minutes at moft, that is to fay, by its 180th 
part. 

Befides thefe two eclipfes, we have alfo feen 
fome others of lefler confequence, which I fhall for¬ 
bear to mention, becaufe they contain nothing extra¬ 
ordinary. Thofe of the moon have molt employ’d 
our time, not only becaufe they are in a greater 
number, but becaufe there is greater difficulty to 
obferve them well. 

The brighter the fun is, the more fenfible is its de¬ 
feat, and the body of the moon, very obfeure and 
qpake of itfelf, depriving us of the fight of it, doth 
not permit us to doubt fo much as one moment of 
the beginning or ending of its eclipfe -, but it is not 
fo with the moon, that does not lofe its light but 
by degrees, and by an almoft infenflble diminution. 
As the experience we have of it makes us better 
perceive all thefe difficulties, than the moft profound 
(peculations -, will you pleafe, fir, to let me acquaint 
you, in few words, what perplexes us moft, as to 

this point. 
The earth, in its different afpedts it bears to the 

fun, hath always one half of its globe enlightened ; 
whilft its other hemifphere muft needs be in dark^ 
nefs, like a bowl that is enlightened by a wax-candle 
by night -, fo that on one fide there is a projection, as 

it were a long tail of ihadow, in fafhion of a cone. 
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the point whereof is very far extended, and lofeth it- 
felf at length in the vaft extent of air. 

When therefore the moon, by its particular motion, 
paffes thro* this tenebrous fpace, fhe lofeth her light, 
and becomes obfcure herfelf ; but now, if we could 
mark the very moment wherein fhe enters into it and. 
comes out again, we fhould know exactly the be¬ 
ginning and ending of the eclipfe, but feveral acci¬ 
dents, that happen at that time, do not fuffer us to 
obferveit with fo great nicenefs. 

Firft of all, a long time before the moon touches 
the fhadow I but juft now mentioned, its oriental 
border is enlightened only by a fmall portion of the 
fun, which the earth deprives her of by little and 
little, and by piece-meal *, fo that, at that time, there 
is to be feen a kind of fmoke that fpreads abroad in- 
fenfibly upon the body of the moon, which often 
precedes the real fhadow a quarter of an hour *, and, 
being this fmoke always increafes according as the 
eclipfe approaches, it is fo confounded and mixed 
with the beginning of the fhadow, that it is almoft 
impoftible to diftinguifh it from it *, fo that neither 
experience nor application, nor yet the beft telefcopes, 
can hinder an able obfervator from miftaking fome- 
times one minute, nay, and fometimes two. 

Secondly, when I fay, that the eclipfe is caufed by 
the interpofition of the terreftrial globe, it is not 
that the moon is then plunged into its fhadow, which 
never reaches farther than 50,000 leagues, fuppofing 
the earth’s diameter to be 1146 fea leagues, whereas 
the moon, even in her perigæum, is above 57,000 
leagues from the earth ; but the globe of the earth 
being encompaffed with a thick and grofs air, which 
we call its Atmofphere, which the rays cannot quite 
penetrate, there is caufed by the interpofition of thofe 
vapours a new fhadow, whofe diameter and length 
do far furpafs the true fhadow of the earth. Now 
thefe vapours are fo much the more tranfparent, as 
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they are the more remote from us -, whence it comes 
to pafs, that they alfo make a more faint fhadow 
at the beginning and end of the eclipfe, and con- 
fequently, they do not afford that liberty to obferva- 
tors, to determine them with any exa&nefs. 

You may underftand by that, fir, why we often 
difcover the moon, yea, at the very height of the 
eclipfe, fo far as to diftinguifh her fmalleft fpots ; 
why file paints herfelf at that time in fo various 
colours, for fhe appears red, afh-coloured, iron-grey, 
bluifh, or fomewhat inclining to yellow, infomuch 
that file feems to be herfelf fenfible of her failings, 
and fhews certain figns of her different pallions. 
You fee on the contrary, why in fome certain e- 
clipfes fhe totally difappears, and fteals quite out of 
our fight. All this does, no queftion, happen from the 
nature of this atmofphere, which changes perpetu¬ 
ally, and thereby produces thefe different effects. 

In the third place, when the moon begins to grow 
dark near the horizon, it is yet more difficult to ob- 
ferve well the beginning of it -, and a man mufttake 
fpecial notice, that the time of this apparent begin¬ 
ning, compared with the time of its ending, doth not 
give him the middle of the eclipfe exactly, becaufe 
the vapours are much more grofs at the horizon, 
than they are at 30 or 40 degrees of elevation. 

Fourthly, altho’ the direct rays of the fun do not 
pafs thro* the atmofphere of the earth, yet are there 
a great many of them, that turning afide, or, as they 
fpeak, by being broken by refraction, may enlighten 
the border of the moon, and confequently hinder the 

fhadow from being exaCtly terminated. 
Fifthly, it fometimes cometh to pafs, that the fha- 

dow begins to touch the oriental edge of the moon, 
at the place where the fpots are more obfeure than 
thofe of the occidental border, which makes, that a 
man cannot judge equally of the end and the begin 
ning j we owe, fir, all this refining of aftronomy^to 
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the modem obfervators : the ancients went more 
roundly to work in this matter* and Tycho Brahe 
himfelf did not yet hit of it with all his fubtilty. 

But the moderns have been more ingenious to 
find out thefe difficulties, than to find out an expe¬ 
dient to furmount them ; and wre have more than 
once experienced in our obfervations, that it is not 
without extreme trouble, that one arrives at that ex- 
adlnefs, which is required by the learned of oür age 5 
yet, have we this advantage, that we are a great ma¬ 
ny obfervators together, and that we are able, by 
communicating our notions and doubts one to ano¬ 
ther, to come nearer the truth. Befides, the heavens 
have fupplied us with a great many eclipfes of the 
moon -, and, there have but few years pafTed, but 
we might have obferved one or two, 

But, amongft this great number, that, which 
happened on the eleventh of December 1685, was 
the mod: favourable to us ; we were at that time 
at Siam : The king, to whom we had predicted 
it, and who defired to try the goodnefs of our 
tables, was fo furprifed by conferring what he did 
behold with our predi<5rion, that, from that time, he 
had fome thoughts of detaining us near his perfon -, 
or, at lead to fend fomebody to find out fome 
French aftronomer in Europe for him. He of¬ 
fered of his own accord to build a magnificent ob« 
fervatory for us at Louveau, to render aftronomy, 
if poffible, as famous in India, as it was become in 
Europe, fince the eftabliffiment of the royal ob- 
fervatory in Paris. And certainly, if ever the ftars 
wrere the prefage of future events, all the hea¬ 
vens feemed then to promife us a happy fuccefs in 
this new undertaking ; but it is not the fenfible courfe 
of the planets, that rules our deftinies here below $ 
they proceed from an higher over-ruling power* 
and all their confequences are written in that myf- 
terious book of divine providence, which before all 

ages 
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ages hath determined the different events of this 
world. 

This project of the king of Siam, fo favourable 
to France, to natural fciences, and to religion, was 
quickly put in execution -, but the death of that 
good prince overthrew it almoft in an inftant, 
and changed the fact of all things. The troubles, 
that then arofe, forced our mathematician miffio- 
naries to abfent themfelves, and thereby caufed, if 
I may fo fay, a kind of an ecliple, which hath 
fo long deprived thofe people of the European fci¬ 
ences, and light of the gofpel : yet, thefe clouds 
begin to be difpelled. They are very earned to 
have us come back again ; but we have learned 
by woful experience, not to rely too much upon 
the good will of man, but to place all our confi¬ 
dence in him, who alone can, when it ieems good 
to him, bring light out of darknefs. 

This laft effiy, for all that, hath been of fome 
ufe to aftronomy •, and we can affure you, that the lu¬ 
nar eclipfes obferved at Siam, Louveau, Pontichery, 
Pekin, Nankim, Kiam-chau, and at Canton, with 
feveral other places of the Eaft, will not only con¬ 
tribute to the regulating the celeflial motions, but 
likewife to the perfecting geography. 

Altho* the fcience of comets be not of fo grand a 
confequence, yet it is not lefs admirable *, nay, mt- 
thinks the cunofity of the learned fhould be io much 
the more fpurred on to attempt fomething in this 
way, as it is more difficult to fatisty it as to this, 
point, for it is more than probable, that the v. it ot 
man will not be able in a long time to dive into the 
bottom of thefe marvellous phœnomena. 

Comets are fo rare, of fo fhort continuance, and 
fo different amongft themfelves, that,, if they be new 
bodies that are formed and deftroyed in the he n ens, 
it is very hard, and in a manner impoffibie to 
lav down general rules of their motions, or to prog 

1 0 nolticate 
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nofticate their appearance and continuance, if they 
be real planets. 

We have had the opportunity to obferve two of 
them, the firft was feen in a province in the king¬ 
dom of Siam, on the confines of Camboje, towards 
the fea-coaft. It was in the month of Augufl: 1686. 
It cut the equator, pafling from north to fouth, in 
the 1 nth degree of right afcenfion ; and its own 
particular motion, that brought it (till near the fun, 
quite abforp’d it, at leaft, into the fun-beams. 

The fécond appeared at Pontichery, Molucca, and 
Pekin, in the month of December 1689. Its 
motion was contrary to that of the former, it re¬ 
moved from the fun, and came nearer to the fouthern 
pole, running over the constellations* Lupus and 
Centaurus, where it difappeared in the beginning of 
January to the enfuing year. 

If we have but a Smattering in the Science of 
comets, yet in recompence we are Sufficiently in¬ 
structed in what relates to planets ; and what our 
aftronomers have difcovered at Paris, fince the efta- 
bliffiment of the obfervatory, is already matter of 
comfort to us, for the negligence or ignorance of the 
ancients. 

Amonglt the different ways of going to work 
how to determine their place in the heavens, the 
mod plain, and withal the molt exaCt, is, to take 
notice of their conjunction with the fix’d Stars. It is 
near a thoufand years ago, that Saturn, the higheSt 
of all the planets, appear’d clofe by the equator, 
and near a {tar of the third magnitude, fituated in 
the fouthern Shoulder of Virgo. Tycho, in his 
time, obferved it in the fame fign ; and we alfo have 
feen it near Spica Virginis, but with this advantage, 
that the telefcopes, we made ufe of, make our ob¬ 
ier varions incomparably more exaCt, than thofe of 
the ancients -, who, for that purpofe, made only 

ufe 
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life of their naked eye, always defective, at fuch a 
great diftance, efpecially in refped of the liars, 
whofe apparent diameter is augmented by the light, 
and by a kind of Coma of fparkling rays, according 
to the language of aftronomers, that reded from 
their whole body, which makes it many times ap¬ 
pear where indeed it is not. 

Whereas a good telefcope makes them left 
glittering, rounds them, gives them their true big- 
nefs, and fo approaches them to the eyes, that 
one does likewife diftinguifh them irom one ano¬ 
ther, even when they touch one another at the 
edges, or borders, and when they are juft upon 
uniting together. 

Thus we determined the place of Mars, by the 
approaching of two ftars of the Scorpion’s head, 
that of the moon, by her cûnjundion with the An- 
tares, or heart of the Scorpion, and that ot Venus, 
that palled near a ftar of the third magnitude be¬ 
longing to the fame fign. 

This conjundion of Jupiter and Mars, that hap¬ 
pen’d about the end of February 1687, did alfd 
take up feveral daÿs * we were at that time at Lou- 
veau, where the king of Siam, who took a pride 
in aftronomy, did obferve it in perfon with an 
earneftnefs and uneafinefs, that ftiewed more of fu- 
perftition than natural curiofity. 

He had a fancy that this conjundion would be 
fatal to him, and that it was an allured prognoftica- 
Hon of his death. We endeavour’d, but all in 
vain, to undeceive him, by M. Conftance, his prin¬ 
cipal miniftel* of ftate, whom w'e made appiehen- 
ftve; that the events of this lower world have no 
communication with the particular motion ot the 
planets i and, that altho’ our deftiny Ihould depend 
thereon, yet the king wras no moic concernd in it 
than the moft abied of his lubjeds, tor whom tne 

K k fun 
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fun and the ftars do as well turn round, as for the 
great eft potentate upon earth. 

Neverthelefs thefe reafons, nor abundance of 
others, could not fet him to rights : he ftill maintain’d, 
that his reign was not to laft long, and that he 
fhould be a dead man within a few days : in effed 
he died the next year ; but it was in vain for him to 
feek for the caufe of his death in the heavens, which 
he carried about him for feveral years j an habitual 
diftemper did extremely trouble him at that very 
time -, and that, without doubt, was the true ground 
of his fear and prediction. 

I do not know, fir, whether or no thefe obferva- 
tiohs will appear lingular and odd to you ; yet me- 
thinks, this, at leaft, which I am going to have the 
honour of relating to you, does a little deferve your 
attention. 

You know that Mercury hitherto hath been the 
leaft known, and (if I may fo fay) the leaft trada¬ 
ble of all the planets ; always abforped in the rays of 
the fun, or in the vapours of the horizon, he conti¬ 
nually flies, it feems, all the courtings and carefles 
of aftronomers, who are put to as much trouble to 
fix him in the heavens, as chymifts are to fix their 
mercury upon earth. 

We read in the life of Charlemagne, that the 
mathematicians of his times, defpairing of ever being 
able to obferve him well, when he was the fartheft 
remote from the fun, endeavoured to find him in the 
fun itfelf, under which they fufpeded he might 
fometimes pafs : they fuppofed they had there 
found him in the month of April 807, or rather 
808, except the hiftorian counted the beginning 
of the year at that time from Eafter -, in effed, 
a black fpot appeared in the fun eight days, tho’ 
his going in and coming out were hinder’d by a 
çloud. 

I wonder 
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I wonder this obfervation could have been able to 
make them judge that this was Mercury, who is fo 
far from {pending eight days in running over iuch a 
little fpace, that he mud, according to his natural 
courte, finifh it in a very few hours j befides that, it 
is utterly impoffible for a man to perceive him in 
the fun, without the help of a telefcope, and that 
too a very good one. What therefore they then 
faw, or fuppofed to fee, was, without doubt, a fpot, 
not unlike thofe that have fo often appeared fince, 
but bigger than ordinary, and confpicuous enough to 
be difcover’d by the bare fight. 

Gaflendus was more fortunate, Anno 1631, on the 
feventh of November. The obfervation he made of 
it hath rendered him fo famous, that fome authors, 
to do him honour, have dedicated their books to 
him, as a perfoti to whom aftronomy was infinitely 
obliged ; fome others alfo have fignaliz’d themfelves 
by this curious difquifition ; we are the laid that have 
had occafion to imitate them, but our obfervation 
peradventurc may not deferve the meaneif efteem of 
all thofe which have been made. 

We were at Canton, a maritime town of China, 
and pretty well known by the Europeans traffick ; 
we applied ourfelvcs to the particular ftudying of the 
motion of this planet, and that made us judge, that 
it would not be altogether impoflible to difeover it in 
the fun, on the tenth day of November'1690; to 
that end we prepared two excellent telefcopes, the 
one of five feet, that bore a Reticula equal to the 
diameter, divided into twelve equal parts, and the 
other ot twelve tcet, with its Reticula compoled of 
four threads, one whereof reprefen ted a parallel, the 
other the meridian, and the two others cut them at 
the angle of forty-five degrees \ we alio rectified oui 
pendulums : befides all thus, the heavens were ex¬ 
ceeding clear and ferene •, ar. d bating the w:nJ, w hie h 

K k 2 was 
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was a little violent, we could wifh for nothing to the 
exa&nefs of our obfervation. 

Mercury appeared to us like a black point or 
fpeck, which, entering into the body of the fun, run 
over it, in three hours and a half, or thereabouts > 
we exa&ly obferved its time, entrance, departure, 
its difiance from the ecliptick, its apparent fwiftnefs, 
longitude and diameter. We underftood like wife by 
that, with the greatefi certainty in the world, that 
this planet hath no proper light of its own * that its 
body is opake, and that it is, at lead, fometimes lefs 
diftant from us than the fun, the which could not 
formerly be determined but only by conjecture. 

We owe, fir, thefe fine difcoveries to the inven¬ 
tion of optick-glaffes and telefcopes, as we do a great 
many other things, which in thefe latter ages are 
the fubject of the new aftronomy ; fo that as, by 
means of microfcopes, we multiply the mofl Ample 
bodies, and magnify the moil minute and almoft 
infenfible ones ; fo likewife,by help of thefe telefcopes, 
we approach to our eyes the mofl: diftant objects, and 
do abridge thofe infinite fpaces that feparate the fir¬ 
mament from the earth ; art having in a manner 
forced nature to fuffer men to have free commerce 
with heaven for time to come, and let mathemati¬ 
cians enter more eafily into a kind of fociety with 
the ftars. 

We find, at prefent, mountains and precipices in 
the moon, we difcern Kts leaft fhadows, that increafe 
or decreafe, according to the different pofture of the 
fun ; we meafure the Maculæ of planets, we have a 
fhrewd guefs of their colours, latitudes, and of their 
circular motion about their center. It is by that, that 
men have perceived that prodigious ring that ap¬ 
peared in the air, fufpendf d about Saturn in form of 
a vault, or like a bridge, that would encompafs the 
whole earth without arch ies, without piles, without 
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any other fupport, befides the uniform weight, and 
perfeft continuity of its parts. 

Gallileo, and many other aflronomers, have in 
vain put their brains on the rack to explain this my- 
ftery ; they look’d upon this planet as another Pro¬ 
teus, always changing, always differing from itfelf ; 
to day round, then oval, bye and bye armed with two 
Anfa’s or handles, that open or (hut, according to 
the time of the revolution *, or elfe accompanied with 
two little ftars, that vaulted up and down without 
ever forfaking it : laftly, cut in the middle with a 
broad Fafcia or fwathing-band, whofe extremities 
were extended far beyond its fphere. 

We have a long time examined this wonderful 
work of the omnipotence of our Creator*, and, not- 
withftanding we cannot but admire M. Hugens’s 
ingenuity, who hath reduced to fuch a plain and 
facile fyftem all thefe feeming irregularities, yet for 
all that, we muft confefs that we are ignorant of 
much more of it than that learned aflronomer was 
able to difeover to us. 

It is lefs difficult to explain the different figures 
of Mars, Mercury, and Venus, which appeared to 
us fometimes round, fometimes gibbofe, fometimes 
dicotomifed, and ever and anon in tafhion of a bow*, 
or fickle ; and the truth is, when Venus approaches 
tfce fun, and when fhe is befides in her Perigæon, (he 
appears in the telefcope fo little different from the 
new moon, that it is very eafy for one to commit a 

miftake. 
I do remember, that caufing a Chinefe to obferve 

it in this pofture, who had but little lkni in agro¬ 
nomical fecrets, he did no longer doubt, but pi£- 
fently gave his aflent *, and making him at the 
fame time take notice ot the moon, at a place in the 
heavens not far remote, he cried out tor joy, and 
told me then, that he now comprehended that 

K k 3 which 
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which had always perplex’d him : I did not know, 
fays he ferioufiy, how the moon could change faces fo 
often, and appear fometimes in the wax, and fometimes 
in the wane -, but now I perceive it is a body compofed 
of feveral parts, which fometimes are taken in pieces, 
and then join d together again after fome certain times, 
for to day, le aft, 7 yà? 0#* of it on one fide, 

The knowledge alfo that we have acquired by 
telefcopes, concerning the number of the ftars, is 
likewife more curious. That large Fafcia that em¬ 
braces almoft the whole heavens, whicli they com¬ 
monly call, for whitenefs, the Milky-way, is a Con¬ 
geries of an infinite number of minute ftars, each 
one of which, in particular, hath not ftrength enough 
to affteét our eyes ; no more can the Nebulofæ, v/hofe 
dim and confufed light is like to a little cloud, or 
head of a comet, yet it is compounded of feveral 
ftars ; fo they reckon thirty-fix of them in that of 
Præfepe Cancri, twenty-one in that of Orion, forty 
in the Pleiades, twelve in the fingle ftar that makes 
the middle of the fword of Orion, five hundred in 
the extent of two degrees of the fame conftellation, 
and two thoufand five hundred in the whole fign ; 
which hath given occafion to fome to imagine, that 
the number of them is infinite. 

At leaft it is true, that the prodigious bignefs of 
each ftar, which, according to fome, differ but little 
from the fun ; that is to fay, whofe globe is perhaps 
a thoufand times bigger than that of the earth, which 
neverthelefs appears but as a point in the heavens, 
ought to convince us of the vaft extent of this uni- 
verfe, and of the infinite power of its Author. 

I cannot, fir, finifh this difcourfe, before I have 
fpoken of fome obfervations we have made of the 
Satellites : thefe are fo many little planets that be¬ 
long to the train of bigger ones, which were detected 
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n our age-, they continually turn about Saturn, Ju¬ 
piter, Mars, &c. Tome nearer, and fome farther off 
from the center of their motion -, they fculk fome- 
times behind their body, fometimes again they are 
plunged into their (hadow, from whence they come 
out more fplendid-, nay, it even happens, that when 
they are between the fun and their planet, they e- 
clipfe one part of it. I have lometimes beheld, with 
a great deal of delight, a black point, that run upon 
the difcus of Jupiter, which one would have taken 
for a blemifh, yet in effed: was nothing elfe but the 
jfhadow of one of thefe Satellites, that caufed an 
eclipfe upon its globe, as the moon does upon the 
earth, when by her interpolation fhe deprives it of 
the fun’s light. We do not know for what particu¬ 
lar ufe nature hath defigned thele Satellites in the 
heavens, but that, which we aftronomers make ule of 
them, is very ufetul for the perfection of geography ; 
and fince M. Caffini hath communicated his tables to 
the obfervators, one may eafily, and in a very fmall 
time, determine the longitude of the principal cities 
of the world -, inlomuch that, if the irregular mo¬ 
tion of fhips would permit us to make ule ot the 
telefcopes at fea, the fcience of navigation would be 
perfect enough to make long voyages with a great 

deal of fafety. 
We have obferved the immerfions and emerfions 

of the Satellites Jovis at Siam, Louveau, Pontichery, 
at the Cape of Good Hope, and in feveral cities of 
China ; but the obfervations made at Nimpo and 
Chamhay, that are the moft eaftem cities, have re¬ 
duced the great continent to its true limits, by cut- 
tintt off above five hundred leagues from die country, 
that never iubfifted but in the imagination ot the 

ancient geographers. 
Since, fir, I fpeak of what refpeds the perfection 

of geography, I fhall tell you moreover, that we 
b b r K k 4 have 
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have taken fome pains to determine the latitude of 
coafts, ports, and the moft confiderable cities of the 
Eaft, by two other methods. Firft, by a great 
number of obfervations about meridian altitudes of 
the fun and ftars. Secondly, by divers maps and 
fea charts, that our voyages have given us occafion 
to invent or perfed. I have a Ruttier, or directory, 
for finding out the courfe of a veflel from Nimpo to 
Pekin, and from Pekin to Hamcheu, where we 
have omited nothing that may any way contribute 
to the perfed knowing of the country, fo that the 
particularities of it are in my opinion too large ; nay, 
and even too troublefome to thofe, who, in thefe 
forts of relations, do rather feek after delight than 
profit. 

I have alfo by me the courfe of the rivers that 
lead from Nankim to Canton, it is the work of two 
or three months, and a tedious one too Pll afiure 
you, when one would do things to purpofe : the 
map is eighteen feet long, and each minute takes up 
above four lines, or the third part of an inch ; fo 
that all the bye ways, the breadth of the river, the 
fmalleft ifiands, and lead cities are there exadly and 
accurately fet down. We had always the fea com- 
pafs in our hand, and we always took care to ob- 
ferve, ever and anon upon the road, the meridian 
altitude of every particular ftar, to corred our efti~ 
mate, and determine more exadly the latitude of the 
principal cities of the country. 

Whereupon, fir, I cannot forbear making fome 
refledions in this place, which may one day be ufeful 
perhaps for the refolving a material problem in 
phyfick. Men are not yet fure, whether all feas in 
the world be upon the level one with another. The 
generous principles of found philofophy will have 
It, that all liquors of the fame kind, that communi¬ 
cate one with another, do fpread uniformly, whether 
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by their own weight, or by the prefhon of the air ; 
and at lad take the fame furface. Mod of the ex¬ 
periments are in this point pretty congruous to rea- 
fon -, yet, fome later reflections have darted a doubt 
whether or no the fea had not really fome incli¬ 
nation, and were not more elevated in fome certain 
places than in others. What I have remarked, touch¬ 
ing this lad map I but now mentioned, feems to back 
this lad opinion. 

For, in the provinces of Canton and Kiamfi, is 
to be feen a mountain, out of which iffue two 
rivers-, the one flows towards the fouth, and,after 
it has watered fifty leagues of the country, it dif- 
îmbogues into the fea near the city of Yamtcheu-, the 
other flows contrary, viz. to the north, erodes fe- 
veral provinces for the fpace of two hundred leagues* 
and turns afide infenftbly, and enters into the ead 
lea, or fea of Japan, infomuch that the emboucheurs 
or mouths of the two rivers are not didant from 
one another (if you do but even follow the coads 
that feparate them) above three hundred leagues or 
thereabouts. 

Neverthelefs, the northern river feems more ra¬ 
pid in its whole courfe, than that of the fouth, and 
being befides four times longer, it mud needs be 
that the feas, where both of them meet, have a dif¬ 
ferent elevation, or, which is the fame thing, a.e 
not upon the felf fame level. 

I (hall not fpeak, fir, of lèverai other maps, whereitt 
we have reformed part of the coads or Coiomandcl, 
of Pefcherie, Molucca, Mergui, and of Camboje, 
becaufe they have not yet attained to that per¬ 
fection, that we hope we may be able to give them 
hereafter. But yet 1 have two of them that at pre- 
fent may venture to come abroad ; the one repre- 
fents the entrance into the port of Nimpo, the molt 
dangerous in all the worli, by realon ol t e 
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titude of ifles and rocks that cover it on all Tides, 
and put the fk’] ful left pilots to a ftand. We have 
fubjoined thereto the courfe from Siam to China, 
with a profpeht of the chief coafts, or ifles that are 
not met with by the way. 

The other is ftill more curious, and indeed the on¬ 
ly one in its kind ; the little occafton the Europeans 
have hitherto had to fail into the great Tartan, 
obliged geographers to make ufe, in their defcrip- 
tions of it, of I know not what memorandums, fo 
little confiftent with truth, that, as far as I fee, they 
have purpofely fet themfelves to deprive us of the 
knowledge of it. But the war breaking out fome 
years ago, between the emperor of China and the 
duke of Mufcovy, they have on all Tides diligently 
examined the limits of realms, the bignefs of 
provinces, the fertility of lands, rivers, mountains, 
defarts, and whatfoever could any way be advanta- 
tageous to thefe two provinces, and might conduce, 
in time to come, to conclude a iolid and Iafting peace 
between them. 

Befides thefe mémoires that fell into father Ger- 
billon’s hands, the father hath alfo taken feveral jour- 
nies of three or four hundred leagues into the very 
heart of the country ; going fometimes towards 
the weft, fometimes to the fouth, obferving, as much 
as poflibly could be, the longitude and latitude of 
the moft remarkable places ; fo that the map, that 
he hath drawn out, begins at prefent to fupply us 
with a right idea of the difpofttion and fttuation of 
this vaft country. 

Amongft the things that are moft Angular in that 
country, one may obferve a ridge of mountains, that 
are extended fo far into the fea between the eaft 
and north, that it hath been, to this day, almoft im- 
pollible for mariners to know or to double its cape ; 
which makes fome fufped, that this part of Alia may 

peradventuye 
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peradventure he at this place contiguous to the firm 
land of America. We have, befides all this, made 
feveral obfervations concerning the variation of the 
needle upon tides, upon the length of a fingle pen¬ 
dulum, which may however contribute fomething to 
the perfection of arts and fciences. 

Yet thefe general obfervations have not fo much 
taken up our time but that we have fpared fome to 
examine what there is in the Raft mod curious, in 
the way of natural philofophy, anatomy, and bo¬ 
tany. 

Our fojourning at Siam afforded us an opportuni¬ 
ty to view feveral particular animals, which we fel- 
dom or never fee in Europe -, as for example, the 
elephant, the nature of which we have defcribed, as 
alfo its dociblenefs, (Irength, courage, dexterity, the 
interior and exterior contexture of all its parts ; to¬ 
gether with divers other properties, that the very 
people of that country, that are accuftomed to 
them, cannot chufe but admire. 

There have we feen tigers, much different from 
thofe that are fometimes to be feen in France, and 
other countries -, whether you look upon the colour, 
which is reddifh fallow, interlaced with large black 
(freaks, or whether you refpeét the bignefs, which 
fometimes is equal to the bignefs of horfes ; they 
call them Royal Tigers : thofe they call Water Ti¬ 
gers do exactly refemble a cat. They live upon fifh, 
but do commonly live in woods, or upon the banks 

of rivers. 
There are likewife to be feen your rhinoceros’s, one 

of the oddeft animals in the world, in my opinion -, 
it hath fomerefemblance with a wild boar, only it is a 
little bigger, the leet of it fomewhat thicker, and 
the body more clouterly ihaped *, its hide is covered 
all over with thick large feales, of a blackifh co¬ 
lour, of an extraordinary hardntfs: they are divided 

into 
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into little fquares or buttons, rifmg about a quarter 
of an inch above the fkin, in a manner like thofe 
of the crocodile ; its legs feem to be engaged in 
a kind of boot, and its head wrapped about be¬ 
hind with a flat capuche, or monk’s hood ; which 
made the Portuguese to call him the Indian Monk : 
its head is thick and grofs, its mouth not wide, its 
muzzle thrufl: out and armed with a long thick horn 
that makes him terrible to the very tigers, buffalo’s, 
and elephants. 

But that, which feems the mofl: admirable in this 
animal, is its tongue, which nature hath cover¬ 
ed with fuch a rough membrane, that it differs 
but little from a file, fo that it fleas off the fkin 
of all that it licks. In a word, as we fee fome ani¬ 
mals here that make a good ragouft of thiftles, 
whofe little pricks tickle the fibres or the extre¬ 
mities of the nerves of the tongue \ fo likewife 
your rhinoceros takes delight in eating branches of 
trees, armed on all fides with ftiff thorns : I have 
often given it fome of them, whofe prickles were 
very hard and long, and I admired how cunning¬ 
ly and greedily it bended them immediately, and 
champed them in its mouth without doing itfelf 
any harm. ’Tis true indeed, they fometimes drew 
blood of him, but that very thing made them 
more pleafant to the tafte -, and thefe little flight 
wounds made probably no other impreflion upon 
its tongue, than fait and pepper does upon ours. 

What is to be feen, in the ifle of Borneo, is yet 
more remarkable, and furpafieth all that ever the hif- 
£ory of animals hath hitherto related to be mofl ad¬ 
mirable. The people of the country aflure us, as 
a thing notorioufly known to be true, that they 
find in the woods a fort of beafl: called the Savage- 
man, whofe fhape, ftature, countenance, arms, legs, 
and other members of the body are fo like ours, 

that 
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that, excepting the voice only, one fhouid have 
much ado not to reckon them equally men with 
certain Barbarians in Africa, who do not much dif¬ 
fer from beads. 

This wild, or Savage-man, of whom I fpeak, is 
endued with extraordinary ftrength, and notwith¬ 
standing he walks but upon two legs, yet is he fo 
fwift of foot, that they have much ado to outrun 
him. People of quality courfe him as we do hags 
here, and this fort of hunting is the king’s ufuai 
divertifement. His fkin is ail hairy, bis eyes funk 
in his head, his countenance hern and tanned -, but 
all his lineaments are pretty proportionable, altho’ 
harfh and thickened by the fun. I learned all thefe 
particulars from one of our chief French merchants, 
who hath remained fome time upon the ifland ; 
neverthelefs, I cio not believe a man ought to 
give much credit to fuch forts of relations, neither 
mu ft we altogether rejeeft them as fabulous ; but wait, 
till the unanimous teftimonies of feveral travellers 
may more particularly acquaint us with the truth 

of it. 
Pafting upon a time from China to the coaft of 

Coramandel, I did myfelf fee, in the {freights of Mo¬ 
lucca, a kind of ape, that might make pretty cre¬ 
dible that which I juft now related concerning the 

Savage-man. 
It marches naturally upon its two hind feet, 

which it bends a little, like a dog’s that hath 
been taught to dance ; it makes ufe of its two 
arms as we do j its vilagc is in a manner as well 
favoured as theirs of the Cape ot Good I lope ; 
but the body is all over covered with a white, 
black, or grey wool ; as to the reft, it cries exa<5t> 
]y a child ; the whole outward aftion »s fo 
human, and the paftions fo lively and figmhcant, 
that dumb men can Faroe exprefs better their con¬ 

ceptions 
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ceptions and appetites. They do efpecially appear 
to be of a very kind nature; and,' to fhew their af¬ 
fections to perfons they .know and love, they em¬ 
brace them, and kifs them with tranfports that 
furprize a man. They have alfo a certain motion, 
that we meet not with in any bead, very proper 
to children, that is, to make a noife with their 
feet for joy or fpite, when one gives or refufes 
them what they paflionately long for. 

Altho* they be very big (for that I faw was 
at lead four feet high) their nimblenefs and flight 
is incredible : It is pleafure beyond expreffion to fee 
them run up the tackling of a fhip, where they 
fometimes play as if they had a particular knack 
of vaulting to themfelves, or, as if they had been 
paid, like our rope-dancers, to divert the com¬ 
pany. 

Sometimes, fufpended by one arm, they poife 
themfelves for fome time negligently to try them¬ 
felves, and then turn, all on the fudden, round 
about a rope with as much quicknefs as a wheel, or 
a fling that is once put in motion ; fometimes hold¬ 
ing the rope fucceflively with their long fingers, and 
letting their whole body fall into the air, they run 
full fpeed from one to the other, and come back 
again with the fame fwiftnefs. There is no podure 
but they imitate, nor motion but they perform ; 
bending themfelves like a bow, rolling like a bowl, 
hanging by the hands, feet, and teeth, according 
to the different fancies which their whimfical ima¬ 
gination fupplies them with, which they a6t in the 
mod diverting manner imaginable ; but their agility 
to fling themfelves from one rope to another, at 
thirty and fifty feet didance, is yet more furprifing. 

So likewife, that we might the oftener have this 
padime, we caufed five or fix of our powder- 
monkies, or cabbin-boys trained up to this way of 

climbing 
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climbing up the cords to follow them ; then, our 
apes cut fuch prodigious capers, and Hid with fo 
much cunningnefs along the mafts, fail-yards, and 
tackling of the fhip, that they feemed rather to fly 
than run, fo much did their agility furpafs all that 
ever we have obferved in other animals. 

Crocodiles being little known in Europe, and fo 
common in the Indies, it has been our care to ex¬ 
amine their property and whole ftrudture. Perad- 
venture, fir, our former difle&ions will be of fome 
ufe hereafter, for the project they laid, and car¬ 
ried on pretty far in the academy, for the per¬ 
fecting of anatomy. We have added thereto fome 
anatomical remarks accompanied with figures about 
the Tockaies, fo named, becaufe they pronounce 
very frequently and diftinétly this word. I hey 
are huge lizards or fmall crocodiles, found all over 
the woods in Siam, as alfo in the fields, and in 

houfes. 
The caméléon is likewife another fort of lizard 

of between eight and ten inches in length, which 
ferved for a fubjeCt to our obfervations -, there are 
of them to be feen upon the coaft of Coromandel, 
and we breed of them at oar houfe in Pontichery, 
for they do not live upon air alone, as fome na- 
turalifts have written, for they eat, and that ve¬ 
ry greedily. * I is true indeed, that, being of a 
very cold and moift temper, they can pais If vi¬ 
ral days without aliment •, but at the long-run, if 
you give them none at all, you fhall fee them 
dwindle away by degrees, and at lad: die tor 

hunger. . . 
Upon the whole, every thing is very odd in the 

caméléon, its eyes, head, and belly are exceeding big;, 
and altho’ it hath four parts, as a lizard, yet is it 
fo very flow in all its motions, that it crawls rather 
than goes ; and, if nature had not bellowed upon it 
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a tongue of a particular contexture, it could never 
catch the animals, in which does confift its nou¬ 
rishment : this tongue is round, thick, and at lead: 
a foot in length, it darts this tongue feven or eight 
inches out of its mouth with a marvellous flight : 
now the fubftance of it is fo vifcous* that it detains 
flies, grafhoppers, and other fuch like infeeds, if it 
touch them but never fo lightly with its tip. 

Its body is cover'd all over with a very fine fkin, 
but is of a changeable colour, according to the va¬ 
rious paflions that agitate it : in joy it is of an erne- 
raid green mix’d with orange, etched with little grey 
and black ftrokes ; choler makes it dufky and livid? 
fear pale, and of a faded yellow : by times all thefe 
colours? and many more, are confounded together, 
and at times there is compofed fuch a pretty medley 
of fhade and light, that nature does not afford a 
finer variety of fhadowing, nor our fined: pictures 
more lively, fweet, and proportional drawing. 

They let me fee likewife at Ponfichery two other 
kinds of animals little known in Europe -, the one 

..is called Chien marron, that takes after the dog, 
wolf, and fox almoft equally : it is of an indifferent 
bignefs, the hair is grey and reddifh, it hath fhort 
taper’d ears, the fnout {harp, the leg high, a long 
tail, a body fiender and well fhaped i it does not 
bark like dogs, but cries juft as infants do : in a 
wTord, it is naturally voracious, and, when hunger 
pinches it, it enters into houfes in the night, and 
falls upon people. 

The fécond fort is the Mangoure? which, as to 
its exterior fhape, comes very near the weezel, ex¬ 
cept only that its body is longer and bigger, the legs 
fhorter, the fnout flenderer, the eye quicker, and 
fornewhat lefs wild. 

This animal really is very familiar, and there is 
dog that plays and fawns more prettily with a 

mmi 
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ïdan than this creature *, neverthelefs it is angry, and 
îiot to be truded when it eats, always fnarling at that 
time, and falls furioufly upon thofe who will be 
troubling it. 

It loves hens eggs more than any thing -, but, be- 
caufe its chaps are not wide enough to feize on them, 
it drives to break them by throwing them aloft, or 
by rolling them an hundred ways upon the ground : 
but, if there chance to be a done in its way, it pre- 
fently lies upon it with its face downward, and, 
driding with its hinder legs, it takes the egg in its 
fore legs, and thruds it with all its might under its 
belly, till it be broken againd the done. 

It does not only hunt rats and mice, but ferpents, 
to whom it is a mortal enemy, which it takes by 
the head fo cunningly, that it receives no hurt by it. 
It is at no lefs enmity v/ith caméléons, which at the 
very fight of it are .eized with fo mortal a fear, that 
they become immediately as flat as a flounder, and 
fall down half dead -, whereas at the approach of a 
cat, or dog> or fome other more terrible animal, 
they fwell, "are enraged, and betake themfelves either 
to their own defence, or to aflault them. 

India being a very hot country, and withal moid, 
produces a great number of other animals ; there is 
there efpecially abundance of ferpents of all flzes, 
and fo pretty in refpedt of the variety of colours, 
that, if it were not for the natural antipathy that we 
have for this kind of bead, I fcarce know any thing 
that the eye could take greater delight in. The 
people of Siam are not fo nice as we in this refpeft ; 
they catch a prodigious number of them in the 
woods, and expole them to fale in the markets like 

eels. 
Yet there is a particular kind of them that they 

do not eat, they are prefent poifon, and that with¬ 
out relief ; they call them Cobra capela : fome others» 

L1 arc 
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are fhort, and of a triangular form, fo that they al¬ 
ways creep upon one of their three faces -, others 
alfo are ftill more odd, have no tail, their extremi¬ 
ties are terminated by two heads exaétly alike in 
appearance, but very different in effedt, inafmuch 
as the one hath not, as the other, the common ufe 
of its organs *, for in thefe latter the lips are join’d, 
the ears flopp’d, the eye-lids quite cover the eyes, 
whilfl the other eats, fees, hears, and guides all the 
reft of the body. 

Yet an Englifhman at Madras, who kept one in 
his houfe for curio fity fake, affured me, that every 
fix months the organs of this fécond head difclofed 
by little and little, and that, on the contrary, thofe 
of the oppofite head, by doling themfelves, ceafed 
to perform their ordinary functions *, that at the end 
of the like number of months, they were both re- » 
ftored to their priftine ftate, and divided in that man¬ 
ner between them, each in its turn, the care and 
government of the machine. 

But God being no lefs wonderful in the leaft things 
than he is in the greateft, there are a prodigious 
number of infedts that might deferve the moft ferious 
refie (frions. There you may fee certain flies that na¬ 
ture hath painted of fuch a lively yellow, fo polifh’d 
and ftiining, that the moft curious gilding does not 
come near it. Some others are but points of light, 
that always glow, and emit rays all night long all 
the air appears as if fet on fire with it when they fly ; 
and, when they light upon leaves or branches, the 
trees refemble, afar off, thofe fire-works they make 
in the Indies for folemn illuminations. 

Their white pifmires, every where to be founds 
what care foever men take to deftroy them, are very 
famous by reafon of the great inconveniences they 
produce, and for their natural properties $ they are 
exceeding final!, of a foft fubftance, white, and 

fometimes 
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fometimes a little ruflety -, they are multiplied ad in¬ 
finitum *, and* whenfoever they are once got into an 
houfe or apartment, nothing but the black pifmires 
can drive them out ; they have fuch (harp teeth, 
and fo penetrating, that they not only pierce through, 
in one night, the greateft bails, doth, wool, (ilk, 
and all other (luffs, but even cabinets and cupboards, 
the v/ood of which becomes in a few days all worm- 
eaten -, they even fpoil wood, copper, and filver, 
upon which you may fometimes difeern the fign3 and 
marks of their little teeth : notwithstanding all this, 
there is great probability that this effect proceeds 
more from the particular quality of the Saliva, which 
is a kind of diffolving Menftruum, and adts at that 
time much after the fame manner as Aqua fortis does 
here upon our metals. 

Even the grafhoppers are extraordinary , there 
are fome of them in Siam that breed upon the boughs 
of trees, and are, if I may venture to fay fo, their 
fruit in a manner ; for the leaves, preferving their 
natural figure and colour, grow fomewhat thicker, 
their fides throw out on each hand a kind of green 
filaments, in fafhion of long legs, one of the extre¬ 
mities of the leaf extends like a tail, and the other 
waxes round like a head, all which, at length, is 
animated, and metamorphofed into a grafhoppers, 
this is what the people of the country report, who 
pluck them from the branches themfelves ; we have 
feen great (tore of them, and it is true that the leaf 
appears intire with its fibres, or at lead nothing docs 
more refemble a leaf than the body of this animal. 
If this be true, this tree is no lefs to be wonder’d at 
than that whofe leaves dropping into the fea, in a 
fhort time, turn to Soland geefe, as fome naturaliit* 

would make us believe. 
It Would here be a fit place to fpeak to you concern¬ 

ing the ftrange trees we have met with in the Ea(t, 
b L 1 2 but. 
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but, if I am not miftaken, I have had formerly the 
honour to difcourfe with you about them at large, 
efpecially of thofe that produce varnifh, tea, cotton, 
tallow, pepper, and many others, all of them An¬ 
gular in their kind, and very profitable for com¬ 
merce. 

I have had alfo the honour, fir, to prefent you 
with about four hundred China plants, drawn out in 
their natural colours, and copied after thofe that are 
kept in the clofet of the emperor of China : This is 
it that does chiefly compofe the herbal of China, 
and which, doubtlefs, will enrich ours, efpecially 
when we fhall have the tranflation of the book 
where the vertues and ufe of all thefe Amples are 
incomparably well explained. 

Neither fhall I enlarge more upon our obferva¬ 
tions that relate to the beauty, bignefs, and diverfity 
of Indian birds ; for, altho5 that may be the finefl 
part of the hiftory of animals, yet there has been 
fo much faid of it already in the foregoing relations, 
that it would be to no purpofe to fpeak to you 
of it more at large. 

But I cannot forbear now in the concluAon to 
relate to you the greatefl curioAties which the fea 
hath furnifhedus with. There are Afh, whofe blood 
is as hot as that of a man, others refpire in the air 
like other terre dial animals -, we fee fome of them 
fly like birds, that croak at the bottom of waters 
like toads, and bark like dogs : fome have heads 
pretty like ours ; they call them in Siam, Mermaids : 
m fome certain ones the flefh is fo firm, that it 
nourifheth as much as meat ; in others, it is fo 
fo ft, that it may not fo properly be called Afh, as 
an indigeftednefs of flimy, grofs, and transparent 
matter, wherein no organ is to be difcerned, yet is 
it quick, it moves, and even fwims methodically. 
In a word, altho’ the mofl part of them be good to 
eat, yet I have feen fome that are poifonous, which 

in fallibly 
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infallibly lame the fifhermen when they can Itrike 
their fins into them. 

I forbear all the other wonders of the fea, that 
no ways come jfhort of thofe in the heavens and in 
the earth, that I may fpeak more particularly of what 
we have learned of the birth, nature, and fifhingf 
of pearl. You may affure yourfelf, that thefe are 
of that kind of defeription upon which the publick 
may rely -, for we derive them from the fountain 
head. This is what fâcher Bouchet, the miffionary 
of Madure, fent by the king into the Indies, left 
me his own felf in writing. 

Men know well enough, that pearls are engen¬ 
dered in a fort of oifter found in the Indies, between 
cape Comarin and the channel de la Croux, which oc^ 
cafioned the giving the name de la Pefcherie, or the 
Fifhery to the whole coaft : This fifhing is ex¬ 
ceeding chargeable, whether it be that it continues 
three whole months without any intermiffion,or whe¬ 
ther it be that they are fometimes forced to employ 
above an hundred and fifty men therein all at once *, 
fo that, before they engage in it for good and all, 
they begin upon trial, from whence they can tell, 
more or lefs, what profit they may poffibly hope for. 

Now, if the pearls of the firft oifter be fair, big, 
and in great number, then the whole body of fifhers 
are in areadinefs againft the 15th of March, the time 
when the Paravas (people of that coaft) do always be¬ 
gin that precious fifhing. In the laft, there are but 
eight hundred barques, yet fometimes there are to be 
feen to the number of three thoufand. At that time 
the Hollanders arm two pataches, to convoy the 

fleet, and defend them from pirates. 
The crew of each barque confifts of fifty or fixty 

mariners, amongft whom there are twenty divers, 
each of which hath his two affiliants, which for that 
reafon they call the Fifher Affiftants : In fine, the 
oain is diftributed after the following manner i each 
P. L 13 diver 
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cWer is bound to pay fix crowns to the Hollanders, 
which hath fometimes amounted to a million. Every 
eight days, they fifh one whole day for the pro¬ 
fit of the flapper of the barque ; the firft throw of 
the nets is for him ; they give the third part of 
what remains to the afilftants, and the furplus be¬ 
longs to the divers ; but yet, the Elollanders do 
not always give them leave to difpofe of it as 
they plcafe. So that thefe poor wretches do often 
complain of their hard fate, and bewail their lofs, 
when they think of the time they lived under the 
the dominion of the Bortuguefe. 

When fifhing-time is come, this is the manner 
cf the Paravas*s preparing themfelves for it : The 
whole fleet puts out to fea as far as feven, eight, 
or ten fathom water, off of certain huge moun¬ 
tains, which they difeover far up in the country; 
they have learned by experience, that this is the 
moll commodious latitude of the coafi, and the 
place where there is the mo ft copious fifhing. 

Soon after calling anchor, every diver faftens un¬ 
der his belly a good big ftone fix inches diameter, a 
foot long, cut archwife on that fide which is applied 
to his {kin ; they make ufe of it as ballaft, that they 
may not be carried away by the motion of the wa¬ 
ter, and to go more firmly through the waves ; 
befides that, they tie a fécond heavy one to one of 
their feet, that prefently finks them to the bottom 
of the fea, from whence they quickly draw it into 
the barque by help of a fmall cord : but becaufe the 
oifters are often fixed to the rocks, they furround 
their fingers with copper plates for fear of hurting 
them in pulling the oifters with violence ; fome 
others alfo ufe iron forks for the fame purpofe. 

Laftly, every diver carries a great net, in fafhion 
of a lack, hung about his neck by a long rope, the 
end of which is faftened to the fide of the barques ; 

pick 

up; 

the lack is dengned to receive the oifters they 
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up during the fifhing, and the rope to draw up 
the fifhers when they have filled their fack. 

In this equipage they precipitate themfelves, and 
go down into the Tea above fixty feet deep. Since 
they mull lofe no time, fo foon as they touch the 
bottom, they run to and fro upon the fand, upon 
a flimy earth, and amongft the craggy rocks, {hatch¬ 
ing haftily the oifters they meet with in their way. 

At what depth foever they be, the light is fo great 
that they difeern what happens in the fea, as eafily 
as tho’ they were upon land. They fometimes fee 
monftrous fifh, from which the chriftians defend 
themfelves by eroding themfelves ; which hitherto 
hath preferved from all accidents. For, as for thole 
who are Mahometans or Pagans,whatfoever fhift they 
make by troubling the water, or flying away, to a- 
void them, many have been devoured by them -, and, 
of all the dangers in fifhing, this is, without all 
doubt, the moft ordinary and greateft. 

In fine, the expert divers remain commonly un¬ 
der water half an hour, others are no lels than a 
a good quarter of an hour. They do no more but 
hold their breath, without ufing, tor that purpofe, 
either oil, or any other liquor *, cuftom and nature 
having endued them with that power, which all 
the art of philofophers hath not been able to this 
day to communicate to us. 

When they perceive they can hold no longer, they 
pull the rope to which their fack is fattened, and 
tie themfelves very faft to it by their hands ; then, 
the two attiHants, that are in the barque, hoitt them 
aloft in the air, and unload them of what they have 
got, which is fometimes five hundred oifters, fome¬ 
times fifty or an hundred only, according to their 
good or bad luck. Amongft the divers, fome reft 
a little to refrefh themfelves in the air -, others do not 
require it, and incontinently plunge again into the 
water, continuing in that manner this violent exer- 

P L 1 4 cife 
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rife without refpite, for they feed but twice a-day, 
once in the morning, before they put to fea, and in the 
evening when night forces them to make to ftiore. 

It is upon this fhore where they unload all the 
barques, and the oifters are carried into a great many 
little pits digged into the fand, about five or fix feet 
fquare. The heaps they throw in rife fometimes to 
the height of a man, and look like a company of 
little huts, that one would take at a diftance for an 
army ranged in battalia. 

They leave the oifters in this manner, till fuch 
time as the rain, wind, or fun, forces them to open 
of themfelves; which foon kills them, the meat cor¬ 
rupts and growrs dry, and they pull out the pearls 
very es lily ; fo that they all fall into the pit. Ac¬ 
cording as they pull oat the mother of pearl, fo they 
call the fhells, on the outfide like thofe of your 
common oifters ; but within more like filver, and 
more glittering: the largeft are near as big as your 
hand ; the meat is very delicate, and, if the pearls 
there found be, according to the opinion of fame phy- 
ficians, certain ftones, that are bred by the ill confti- 
tution of the oiixeiT body, as it happens in men, 
and in the bezoar, this diftemper does not fenfibly 
alter the humours thereof; at leaft tfie Paravas, that 
eat of them, find not any difference between thofe 
that have pearls, and thofe that have none. 

When they have cleanfed the ditch of its moft 
grofs filth, they fift the fame over and over again, 
to feparate the pearls from it. Neverthelefs, what 
care ioever they take, abundance of them are loft ; 
and, althp5 they return often thither, yet they ft ill 
find them, in a pretty confiderablenumber, fome years 
after the fifhing. 

And this is all, fir, that refperis the place, and 
«ordering of this rich fifhing. I fhall add fome other 

particulars^ 
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particulars, that will ferve more fully to inform you 
of the nature and quality of pearls. 

They are found fcattered here and there in the 
whole fubflance of the oifter, in the vail that covers 
it, in the circular mufcles that terminate there in the 
ventricle, and, in general, in all the carnous and muf- 
culous parts -, fo that it is not probable that they be 
in the oifter, what the eggs are in the hen, and 
fpawn in fifh : for befides, that nature hath not de¬ 
termined them any particular place for to be formed 
in, anatomifts, who have carefully examined this 
matter, can difcover nothing that hath any analogy 
with that which happens in refpeCt of other animals. 

One may, neverthelefs, fay, that whereas there 
are in a pullet an infinite number of eggs in form of 
feed, one of which grows and augments, whilft the 
others remain in a manner in the fame {fate : fo like 
wife in each oifter may be commonly oblerved one 
pearl bigger, better formed, which fooner comes to 
perfection than all the reft. But this pearl hath no 
fixed place, and it is fometimes in one place, and 
fometimes in another. Yea, and it fometimes (o 
falls out, that this pearl becomes fo big, that it hin¬ 
ders the mother of pearl to clofe, and then the oif¬ 

ter dies and corrupts. 
The number of the pearls is no lefs indefinite, of¬ 

tentimes all the meat of the oyfter is fet thick with 
them *, but it is a rare thing to find more than two 

of them of any tolerable bignefs. 
They are naturally white, more or lefs according 

to the quality of the mother. The yellow and the 
black are extraordinary rare, and of fmall value ; yet 
Tavernier' reports, that he had fix of them given 
him in the Indies that were perfectly black, rcfcm- 
biing jet, and much efteemed in the country. It 
this author doth not intend to impofe upon us m this 

point, as he doth in many others, perhaps he was 
f deceived 
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deceived himfeif: however, it is moA certain, that, all 
along the coaft of La Pefcherie, they make no ac¬ 
count of them -, and the Afhermen themfelves throw 
them away, as good for nothing. 

This variety of colours is, without doubt, caufed 
in the pearls, by the different parts of the oifter 
where they are formed ; fo that when chance or na¬ 
ture hath directed the feed into the mefentery and li¬ 
ver, or, rather into the parts that are inftead of them : 
(For there hath been obferved in an oifter a cavity 
large enough, where are difcovered two overtures, 
that terminate at two fmall membranes, where the 
chyle is chiefly purified, and difcharges itfelf of all 
its grofs particles ; the inteftines of this animal not 
being accompanied with laéteal and mefariac veins.) 
When, I fay, the part is inclofed in thefe cavities, 
and bile and impurities of the blood may very well 
alter the natural whitenefs, and make them either 
yellow or black, fo likewife one may obferve, that 
thefe pearls are not tranfparent, but fullied, and loa- 
den with a grofs fubftance. 

As to what relates to their exterior form, it is fuf- 
ficiently known, feeing they are as common in Eu¬ 
rope as in the Indies. Their different figure gives 
them different names j fo we fay, a pearl in point, 
or in pear ; oval pearl, round pearl, barrocpie pearl, 
that is, flat on one fide and round on the other ; one 
may add irregular pearl ; for fome of them are found 
with many little angles, gibbous, flat, and gene- 
rally in all forts of figures. 

Upon the whole, if it be a difficult thing to give 
an account how pearls grow in oifters, it is no lefs 
difficult to underftand the manner how oiflers are 
generated in the fea. Some fay it fares with this fort 
of fifh as with all others, that produce eggs, the ex¬ 
terior fubftance whereof, foft at firft, and vifcous, 
grows hard at laft by degrees, and turns to a fhelL 

s : What 
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What the Paravas have obferved, and which I will 
inform you, defer ves to be carefully minded. 

At the times when rain falls, the brooks of the 
adjacent lands, that empty themfelves all along the 
Weft, flow near two leagues upon the furface of the 
fea, without mixing with it : This water does thus 
Iwim above fome time, keeping its natural colour, 
but it clots afterwards by the heat of the fun, which 
reduceth it into a kind of light tranfparent cream. 
Soon after it is divided into an infinite number of 
parts, every one of which feems animated, and 
moves up and down like fo many little infers. 
The fifli fometimes catch fome of them as they 
float, but as foon as they tafte of them they quickly 
leave them. 

Of what nature foever thefe minute animals may 
be, certain it is, that they engender upon the fur- 
face of the water ; their fkin grows thick, hard, and 
becomes laft of all fo ponderous, that they defeend 
by their own proper weight to the bottom of the 
fea. The Paravas do moreover aflure us, that they 
allume at laft the form of an oifter. 

This is a fyftem whereof the vertuofo’s did proba¬ 
bly never dream, which experience hath difeovered 
to the Barbarians -, and, in effect, it is in thefe places 
only that pearl is found, and the rainieft years prove 

likewife the beft for fiftung. 
I fhall add moreover, to undeceive thofe who are 

wedded to that opinion of the ancients, that oif- 
ters remain always at the bottom of the fea. For¬ 
merly it was believed they rofe every morning up to 
the furface of the water ; *and that they open’d their 
nacre, or fhell, to receive in the dew ot heaven, 
which, like a melted pearl, infinuated itfelf into the 
meat of the oifter ; was fix’d by means of its faits, 
and there at laft aflumed the colour, figure, and 
hardnefs of pearls -, not much unlike fome certain 
i ■ * liquors 
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îîquors that are tranfmuted into cryftals in the earth, 
or as Tome flowers are transformed into honey and 
wax in the bee-hives : all this is ingenious and pretty , 
but the worft of it is, 9tis all falfe ; for thefe oitters 
are ftrongly fattened to the rock, and never did 
any fifher fee one to float upon the fuperficies of 
the water. 

Motwithftanding pearls are found in feveral 
places, yet thofe of La Pefcherie are the mott valued, 
for they never lofe their luftre -, others turn yellow, 
or of a pale decayed white. As to the true value 
it is very hard to determine any thing for certain ; 
the biggeft of all, that was found in the laft fifhing, 
was fold but at fix hundred crowns. 

I have fometimes alked the divers, if they did not 
now and then find coral at the bottom of the fea ; 
they anfwered, that they, being for the mott part 
butted in what concerns feeking for pearl, took no, 
great notice of any thing bettdes ; that, neverthelefs, 
they found, from time to time, branches of black 
coral : there is fome of it, added they, which altho* 
it be pretty hard at the bottom of the water, yet 
becomes much more fo, when it hath been fome 
time expofed to the air : but the greateft part of it 
hath acquir’d, even in the fea, all its natural hard- 
nefs. It fticks faft to the rocks, and when we caft 
anchor in foggy weather, it often happens that our 
anchor catches hold on fome branches of black 
icoral, and brings along with it whole trees ; but it 
is very rare to find any red coral all along the coatt 
of La Pefcherie. 

I fhall here make a reflection that not many have 
made, viz. That the coral-tree hath no root : fome 
of it was fhown jn Rome, in father Kercher’s Mu- 
fæum, that fprung out of feveral ftones ; fome of 
them have been after that pull’d away, and the coral 
had not only no root, but was not fo much as tied 

jw 
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by any fibre, or any the leaft filament whatfoever. 
There alfo were feen feveral branches of coral iftuing; 
from a nacre of pearl ^ and in cardinal Barbarin’s 
clofet, there is ftill to be feen a fhrub of coral, whofe 
foot is black, the trunk white, and the very top of all 
red. 

Thus doth nature, fir, difport herfelf in the great 
abyfs, as well as in the other parts of the univerfe, 
by the production of prodigious numbers of things 
equally profitable and precious, which fhe beftows 
not to excite and irritate mens concupifcence, or to 
foment their fottifh pride, but to ferve them for or¬ 
naments, as reafon, and the decency of every ftate 
requires or permits. 

Nay, perhaps, fir, thefe beauties of the univerfe 
were created, not fo much to adorn the body, as to 
exercife the mind : Reliquit mundum difputationi e or uni. 
For, of all natural pleafures, the mod innocent, and 
fubftantial, without all doubt is the ftudy of nature, 
and the confideration of the marvels it contains in 
its womb. When one hath once run over the ground 
work of divine wifdom, and penetrated into the 
myfteries of it -, this general view of fo many beau¬ 
ties hath more powerful charms, and begets in our 
fpirit a more taking and affeCting image and repre- 
fentation, than all that the fenfes and partions are 

ever able to prefent to us. 
You know it, fir, better than any body ; you, I 

fay, who by your particular ftudy, and your conti¬ 
nual correfpondence with the learned, hav c acqun u, 
in fo fhort time, fo many notions in all the dif¬ 
ferent kinds of erudition *, and certainly, that con¬ 
fiant application that you every day afford, in re¬ 
ference to the perfection of arts and fciences, futfi- 
ciently declares, that nothing can more profitably 
and pleafantly take up the time of a gentleman and 

honeft man.’ 
But 
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But what is ftill more lingular, you fan&ify all 
this knowledge, by the good improvement you 
make of it : you bring it, I may fo fay, to the 
fan&uary; you make ufe of it in the pulpit of 
truth, to make our myfteries more intelligible, and, 
not fatisfied with the ordinary philofophy and elo¬ 
quence, you do thereby become a chriftian philo- 
fopher, and an evangelical orator. I am with all 

tefpeft. 

§ I R, 

Tour mofi humble 

and mofi obedient Servant $ 

L. 
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A Complete INDEX to the 
whole Work. 

AUTHOR fets fail, 3. Is jhipwracked, 4. 
Arrives at Nimpo, 12. Carried before the 
magiftrate, kindly received, ibid. &c. 

prefent at a miracle, 421. 
Alphabet conjifts of 24000 letters, 183. 
Audience of ambaffadors very magnificent, 173. 
Arithmetick, what ufed, 213. 
Aftrology, 214. 
AJlronomy, ibid. 
Anatomy, how praftifed, 213. 
Armies kept up in time of peace, why, 289. 
Adam Schaal mijjionary, 362 Furioufiy perfccuted,36S. 

Condemn'd to be cut in pieces, 369. Prodigies hap¬ 
pen which caufe his liberty, ibid. 370. 
Mightily honour'd after his death, 372. 

Apes with ft range properties, 509. 

B. BEauty, what features filled fo, 124. 
Blood-letting never ufed, 218. 

Bonnets worn inftead of hats, 132. To pull them off 

to any one an affront, ibid. 
Boots always worn, defcrib'd, 134. 
Sw&r, bound, 188. What moft in vogue, 189. 

7/^77/ tranflated into Chinefe by the miffxonaries, 391. 
Bells, their fafhion, 79. Of a prodigious bignefs. So. 

Bribery feverely punfijed, in a famous iiftar.cc, 251. 
£ ftp op 
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jUifthop of Heliopolis fent to China, 378. 
Bonzes, a comical pajfage between two of them and a 

farmery 334. A notable cheat put upon a prince of 
the blood by them y 335. A ft range inftance of mor¬ 
tification in one of them y 336. A remarkable 
cheat of theirs difcovered and punifthedy 337. 

G CHIN Ay its great antiquity y 117. General de- 
fcription of ity 15. Its extent y 15,20. Submits 

to the Tirtars yoke y and why y 19. Governed by 
kings 4000 years ago y 118. 

Chinefsy value themfelv es but ftcorn others, 120. Their 
char aller y ibid. In what they refemble us y and 
wherein they differ from us y 123. Mourn in white y 
144. One of them made a biffs op y 380. Whence their 
ignorance proceeds y 183. Very skilful in traffick’,240. 
Extraordinary dextrous in handicraftSy ibid. Excel- 
lent thieves and houfebreakersy 242. How converted 
to chriftianityy 401. By what chiefly hinder'dy ibid. 
Many relations of their converfiony 402, &c. 

Confucius y when he lively 118. In his writings con¬ 
firms the fcripture account of the Ante-diluvianSy 120, 
His char aller y 194. Early wifdomy ibid. Extreme 
poverty y 198. Death y 200. Defer ipt ion of his 
p erf on y 201. Several of his maxims y 202, &c. 

China w a/re, how made y 155. 
Characters y what ufedy 181. Have none to exprefs 

fever al of our letters y ibid. 
Cholick ftrangely curedy 219. 
Comp ofs of mariners wherein different from ours y 229» 
Cormorants bred up to catch fifth y and how y 238. 
Clocks not ufedy how that defied is fuppliedy 81, 
Canals much beyond ours y 103. 
Councils of ft ate of two forts defer ibedy 263. 
Civility ftriClly obfervedy 276. 

Concubines allowedy 302. 
Coliy an infpedor \ how employ'd by the emperor y 264. 

Courts 
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Courts of judicature, their defeription andnâmeSy 263. 
ColaoSy whaty 268. yf quarrel between one and a 

prince of the bloody herw ended y 296. 
Coin y 30 5. 
Chany emperor y 317. 

Chrijlianityy how propofed to the heathen y 385, 391. 
Eflablijhed by a publick edict y 441. 

Churches of the chriftians deferibedy 435. 
Comets y obfervations on them y 496. 
Crocodiles defer ibedy 511. 
Caméléons y their defer ipt iony ibid. 
Chien-marrony a beaft defer ibedy 512. 
Cor al y obfervations about it y 524. 
Cheat put on the people at Paris by one who pretended 

to be a Chinefe lady y 126. How difeoveredy 131. 
Cour age y a remarkable infance of it y 274. 

D. DEgrees of fcholarSy 286. 
T)r agon y frange conceit about it y <y\.Chinefc afraid 

of difiurbing one fail thro* a certain bay filent, 11. 

Duels not allowedy 244. 
Dials y 304. 
Divers who fay under water half an hour y 5*9* 
Demons which ajfiibted a family driven away y 424. 

Frequent in China y 425* Another difpofcjfed. 42 0. 
Doctors always wear long nailsy 135* Remarkable 

converfton of one of them y 430. 
Dutchy their character in the IndieSy 212. 

E. EMperory his magnificence y 173. His pomp when he 
goes to facrificey iji. His character y 40. His pa¬ 

lace y 37. Fhroney 38. His abjolutenefs Jhewn in an 
odd floryy 250. His great jufiice fiiewn, 264. To 
what fett of religion mofl inclinable y 343. Sometimes 
worjhips in the chrifiian churchesy 366. The great 
humility and mortification of one of them y 322. One 

' .Mm CS 
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of them betray* d, 18. Stabs his daughter, and hangs 
himfelf, ibid. 

Emprefs, and her fon the prince baptijed, 363. 
Eclipfes, the extravagant notions the Chinefe have of 

them, 70. An account of two of the fun,485. The 
obfervations of the mathematicians upon them, 487. 
Strange conceit about them, 488. unujual 
nature 490. Thofe of the moon always ill calculated 
and why, 491. 

Eaitl by authority for the publick exercife of Chriftia- 

nity, 474- 
Emoui, a famous haven defer ibed, 85. 
Englifh, the character the Chinefe have of them, 2i2e 

F. FEet, fmallnefs of them a great beauty, 126. 
Fountains, to what belong to the empe¬ 

ror y 159. Defcribed, no. flow like the 
fea, ibid. 

Feaft of the Lanthcrns, 161. 
peftivals, 161. Full of ceremonies, 283. 
Fire-works very conjiderable, deferibed, 163. 
French, the opinion of the Chinefe concerning them, 

212. 
Fifhing, ways not ufed by us, 238* 
Fortifications, 73. 
Fruits, 95. 
Fifh, hi. Sometimes petrified, 112. Gold andfilver 

fifij, the moft beautiful in the world, 113. Others of 
fir ange natures, 516. 

Fohi, an emperor, 317. 
Fo, a fort of an impoftor, his fir ange allions, 327. 

Now worfhipped in China, 328. Reprefentedby a 
live prie.fl, 339. 

Faber, French miffionary, his character, 364. Works 
and miracles, ibid. 

Gardenss 
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G. G"1 Arden s i none in China, 157. 

J Geometry of the Chinefe, 214. 

Gin-Sem, herb highly valued ; account of it, 
226. 

Geographers, two grofs miflakes of theirs rectified, 15. 

Gaming forbid, privately praftifed even to great 
excefs, 299. 

Gerbillon, a French mathematician, his character, 387. 

Grafhoppers flrangely generated, 515. 

H. H/fto of men, 132. 0/ women, 124. Of the mif- 
fionaries, 145. Chinefe never alter the fa- 

0/" engage in a war with the Tartars ra¬ 
ther than do it, 136. 

Houfes defer ibed, 147. Meanly fur nifhed, and why, ibid. 

Hieroglyphichs formerly ufed, 182. 

Hamcheu, a city defer ibed, 82. 

Havens of China, 84. 

Hills, how cultivated, 91. 

Harvejl twice a year, 95. 

Honours often conferred on the dead, 257. 

Hiftories very impartial *, ‘itfry remarkable way they 

take to make them fo, 260. 

Ho amt i, an emperor, 317. 

I. INtorcetta, an eminent miffonary perfecuted, 448. 

Jukiao, a fell of religious in China, 340. 

Idolatry, its firft rife in China, 324. Idols femetnnes 
uncanonized and abufed, 329* ^ notable fiery 
to this purpofe, 330. Idolatry and fupcrftition of 

the fcamen, 8. 

Inky 187. 
K. 

K AUndar, 303. 

Mm2 Language 
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L. LAnguage exceeding difficulty 177. Magalheri* s mij-- 

about the eafinefs of it, ibid. Confifts only 
of 333 words y ibid. 

ho a dft ones of great power y 229. quick, way of 
cutting them y 230. 

Li, a famous rebely 17. 
Letters from one to another deferibedy 283. 
Lawyers maintained by the publicky and therefore take 

no fees y 287. 
Li-Laoku)iy head of a febl of idolaters y 324. His 

ft range birth and life, ibid. 

LamaSy prieftsy 339. 

M. Mlffiionaries fent for to court, and the joy the chrift 
tians expreffied when they faw them, 26. How 

received by the emperor y 32. Obtain leave to fettle 
any where y 37. Ceremonies at their audience, 39. 

Magiftrates highly honouredy 275. 
Mourningy the ceremonies of it y 272. 
Moral principles y what chiefly taught children, 271. 

Menyfome thought immortal, 94. 

Macao defer ibedy 85. • 

Marriages y and their ceremonies y 300. 
MangourCy a be aft defer ibedy 512. 

Mathematicians fent into China from Francey by whofe 
advice y 2. Mathematical infiniment s ufed in China, 
65. 

Mandarines highly honoured when they travel by wa¬ 
tery 29. Permitted to remonftrate to the emperor 
his faults, 259. 

Mi Iky-way in the sky y what y 502. 
Mercury the planet y curious obfervations about him y 49 S. 
Mufcovites make a league with China y 387. 
Monument of chriftianity dug out of the ground by a 

great providence y 350. 
MeafureSy 30 7. Me dims 
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Medicine of China, 215. 

Mufick of China, 214. 

' N. N'Ankim deferib'd, 76. 

Nimpo, <2 confiderable port defer ibed, 86. 

Nobility not hereditary, 289. 

NoEliluca's, 514. 

Navigation of the Chinefe defer ibed, 230. 

O. Olfters, anatomy of them, 521. 

Oufanguey, a commander, his great loyalty, 18. 

proclaimed rebel, 374. Routed 377. 

Olopouen, mijfionary into China in the year 636, 351. 

Onions, of a ftrange property, 100^ 

Oranges of China, 97. 

Obfervatory at Pekin, 63. 

Outom-Chit, a ftrange tree, 158. 

P. PErukes mighty ridiculous to the Cbinefe, 136. 

Printing, its antiquity in China, 185* Pheir way 

of doing it, ibid. 

Paper, what fort ufed, 186. 

Pens never ufed, but inftead of them pencils, 1S4. 

Philofophy, an account of it, 213. 
Pulfe, a ftrange accuracy in feeling it among the 

Chinefe, 215. 
Pao-China, an herb, its defeription and virtues, 227. 

Provinces of China, their number and names, 15 

Pekin deferibed, 54. Its vaft extent, ibid. Number 
of inhabitants, 57. Prodigious gates and thick 
■walls, 71. Taken by the rebels, 18. 

Ports of China, 84. 

Pepper tree, 100. 

pflmHUy 7'- 
/fe fefewar of the prefent emperor, ibid. 

of this duty feverely pimped, 273. 
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Punijhments, what inflified, 292. 

PoP, 310. 

Portuguefe endeavour to overthrow the J efuit s miff on 
in China, 360. How prevented, 361. 

Perfecution againft the chriftians, 360. Another more 
violent, 361. 

Perfecutors, feveral of them overtaken by the divine 
vengeance, 370. 

Petition of the mSffionaries to the emperor to eftablifh 
chriftianity, 461. 

Petavius, a miftake in his chronology rectified, 489. 

Planets, obfervations on them, 496. 

Pifmires, white very trouble fame, 514. 

Pearls, their generation, 521. The manner of fifhing 
for them, 517. 

R. RHinoceros deferibed, 507. 

Revolution in China, 362. 

Ricci, a miffionary, his character and a fiions, 358. 

Religion of China, 315. 

Roads, 308. 

Revenue, how much, 255. And yet how eafily gathered 
in, 312. 

Rebellion in China, 17. 

Rewards, what heft owed, 290. 

Rivers, 106. 

S. SHips of China defer ibed, 231. 

Sigan, a City deferibed, 81. 

Silks of China, 138. Where the beft is made, ibid. 

Soil, its temper, 91. 

Scales, what fort are ufed, 306. 

Soldiers, bow difeiplined, 313. 

Superftition towards the dead, a remarkable ftory of 

it5 344* 

Sanciam, an ijland where Xavier was buried, de- 
feribed, 357. 

Sofan, 
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Sofan, a prince of the blood, a mighty friend to the 

chriftians, 471. Publickly in court pleads their 
caufe, 471. 

Satellites of the planets, obfervations concerning the)n, 
502. 

Savage-men, beafts fo called in the fhape of men, 
deferibed, 508. 

Serpents, of ft range properties, 513. 

Schaal, y id. Adam. 

T. TRees, 158. 

Tea, an account of its virtues : the way to 
chufe the heft, 221. 

Thomas (St.) preached in the Indies, and probably 
in China, 348. 

Transmigration of fouls held, 332. A pleafant relation 
of a man ft rangely infatuated with this opinion, 333. 

Tchouen-hio, emperor, 317. 

Tio, emperor, ibid. 

Tchim-Vam, emperor, 319. His gallant and uncon¬ 
cerned behaviour at the approach of death, ibid. 

Towns of China defer ibed, 297. 

Tartars cruelty, 301. A pleafant relation of an odd 
accident proceeding from thence, ibid. 

Tjounto, a particular fort of viceroys, 265. 

Tallow tree, 99. 

Triumphal arches deferived, 86. 

Temples of idols, their defer,iption, 62. Of gratitude 

dejeribed, 77. . . r 
Torrents, the moft rapid failed over by the Lhineje, 

and how, 237. , 
Typhon, a tempeftuousftormy wind, an account oj it, 10. 

V. . VErbiefi, a mijfionary, made the emperor's 

matician, 37 2 • His ireat ferv,ice ^ V 
rebellion, 376. Highly honoured by the emperor 377• 

His remarkable zeal for martyrdom, 47- ^ 
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rafter, 44. His letter to the emperor on his death* 
bed, 42. His deaths 43. The emperor's encomium 
of him, 48. His funeral procejfion, 49. Receives 
new titles of honour after his deaths 52. 

Vifitsy paid with many ceremonies, 277, 

Vou-Vam, emperor, 318. A famous inftance of affec¬ 
tion fhewn him by his brother, ibid. 

Vicars apoftolical fent from Rome, 381. 

Varnijh, grows, and how ufed, 149. 

W. Wives of the emperor, 60. 

Women in China mighty religious, 396. Never 
exercife any trade, 294. 

ÆFiz// of China, 73 

Weights ufed, 307. 

X. X^fz/zVr undertakes his miffion, 354. Miraculoufly 
preferved from corruption when dead, 355. 

His tomb, how difcovered, ibid. 

Y. YyfO, emperor, 317. 

Yam-Quam-Sien, a violent perfecutor, how he 
efc aped the hands of juft ice, 293. 

Youth, how educated, 285. 

Z. ZiW, æ remarkable inftance of it in a Chinefe, 
412. 

Another very famous one in a phyfuian, 449. 

FINIS. 
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