


. D;*C. ND. 1!_ -._,"'VJ-S

Lxcerpts from PEARL HARBOR AJTACK
(Unit2d States Government Printing Office=-Washington: 191,6)
Exhibit No. 175
Memoirs »f Princoe Konoy

Vol, 2
Page 1,003 bhe €0

While the complicated and prolonged diplomatic negotiations
were being conducted between Tokyo and Washingtcn, in Tokyo itself
a question of spcecial significance was being Ge .iberated upon by
the cabinet. The question was whether to cont.nue negotiations 1n-
definitely with America, or whether to break them of abruontly.

And more important still, they were considerin~ whother war with
America would follow upon the heels of the brecak.ng off of negotla-
tions.

The diplomatic negotiatlions for establishing a2 batter /[ rerlcan-
Japanese understandlng werc being participatca ir by only the
highest leaders of the Government, Aruy, Navy and the Supreme
Command. They werce progressing to the absolute exelusion of lesser
~fficials., With the sole exception of Foreign lMinlster Matsuoksa,
all the lcading particlpants were hopilag for tho success of the
negotiations, and for this very reason they wer2 conducting it 1n
sbsolute scerecy lest it encounter opposition.

Nevortheless, news began to leak out, part ctr’ arly as a result
of Forc-~»n Minig 2r Matsuoka's secrct report™ to the German and
Tt alia:, Ambassacd- rs. As they began to perceive tho goeneral outline
of the n;:ctiatibns, the lesser officials began to gilve cvidence of

their disspproval. Tne Army 1in particular stiifened 1In 1ts opposli~

tion. Just at this noment, tho German-Soviet war suddenly broke
out. Thouch the governmental leaders were ablz to set aside the
insistent acmands for =o immediate war agalnst the Soviets, they
were obligsed to deciac vprn the armed occupation of French Indo=-

China as a sort of cornsoisscion prize. At the same time, in order
to be nreparcd for 2ny caergeney, they procecded rith fullescale
preparations for 2 pc ‘hle war azainst England and \merilca. Thougt
it was no easy task, the divislon botween preparation for war and
the war itselif had to be firmly borne in mind. As preparations for
war prograesscd, opposltion TO Amaerican-Japancse nogotlations bocame
more vVocliICrouse

Moanwhlle, the effect of Japan's armocd occupation of Fronch
Indo=China was immedlate and powerful. America immediately effectod
a breaking off of economic rolations palnful ©o Japan and without
hesitation made clear that her own coontr:s traditional pollicy alon
was the policr conducive to peacu. 1.8 & TONZ imerican rctaliation
croated a proportionate reaction in UL3 anci-American camp in Japan.
Opposition to American-Japaneso nogoviations came out into the opon,
and the coursc of action of the Cabinet, which had been creatad
exprossly for thls purposs, became fraught with difficultlies.
Developments finally induced mc tO reoucst a personal interview
-1th the Amarican Prcsidont. However, the fact of thc existence
~f the so-callod "Konoyc llessage" had loaked out as a consequence
~f the conversations betwsen Nomura and the Prosldont, and, while
‘he actual contents were not known, various vague conjectures began
t~ eclrculate, miiing cven morc difficult the problems confrontling
negotiations. It would scom that from about August 1941, the Army
Goaneral Staff, cven including the hirhest quarters, began advocating
an immediate broaking off of negotiations and an opoening of Americanr
Japancse hostllitles. Secking in every possible way to contravene
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these policies, from tho latter half of August 1 repoatedly held
consultations with the Army and Navy Ministers and called together
countless joint confercncos. To a certain degree, the "National
Policy" calling.for breaking off of negotiations and the immedlate
opening of hostilitices against tngland and America was brought
under discussion.

Thus it came about that on September 6th, at a conference held
in the Imperial presence, the "Outline for the Executlon »{ the
National Policy of the Imperilal Government" was declded upONe o o




