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HEADQUARTERS
U.S. STRATECIC BOI'BING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
c/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRAI'CISCO
INTERROGATION NO, (USSBS NO. 65) Ploce: Tokyo
AV NO, 13 Date: 15 October 1945; 0930-1215

Division of Origin: DMNaval Analysis Division,
Subject: FEARL BEARBOR - MIDWAY - SOLOMONS,
Personnel interrogated and backgrovrnd of each:

Captain VATLANABE, Y., IJV, Gunnery Officer on Admiral YANAMOTO!'s Staff,
Commander in Chief 2nd Fleet at MID.AY Battle June 1942, lNMemher oF

. Military Affairs and Naval Headquarters Staff 1945. Very good command
of English language.

Where interviered: MEIJI Building.
Interrosator: Captain C. (n) Shands, USN,
Internreter: Licutcnant Paul Brown, USIMR.

SUMMARY \
PRARL HARBOR: Training commenced nbout Aurust 1644, with specicl shallow
vater torpedocs for attack uoon PEARL FARBOR, Photo intellirence vsed at
PE..RL FARBOR to assess damage,

MIDUAY: Occupation of MIDWAY pl-nned subsequent to the Doolittle raid on
TOKYO. Iecessary to illiminate that point as - base for an attock unon JAPLL,
Four carricrs, onc reavy cruiser and 4500 personnel lost,resulting in retire-
ment of occupation force. Loss of battle hlamed on Jap cruiser foree, -thich
did not maintoin sufficent caution ond search of area. Sume lack of caution
resulted in CORAL SEL loss and foilure to occupy PORT MORESBY,

GENER.AL: Some feeling evicdent against Japanese Lir Force and Army. Think
Lrmy to much in nolitics, not enouch in fighting. Loss of war due decline
of air forece and supporting fuel supply, Opinion JAPLN would have been for=-
ced to quit Adue to lack of fuel 2nd food in 1946, whether cities bombed or
not. No territorial aspiration other than CHINA and that part of the ‘rorld
to the west of a line beteen SINGIPORE, EAST INDIES, SOLOMONS & KISKi..
This 1»s to be a protective wall for ASIL.
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TRANSCRIPT_of Interroggtion (Captain "LTANABE, Y., IJN)
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TRANSCRIPT
Are yocu familiar with and plans for PELRL HARBOR?

Yes, I knor a little about thenm, -~ - | _—

Were you at PEARL H/ARBOR?
No, I didn%*t-po there, but know a little about the ‘plans--for the attack..

Can you tell us-the main forces partlc;patlng at PEARL HIRBOR, .the compos-
1t10n of’ eech carrier force, ete? e . s

I do not knowr but L will try to get the information'in.ﬁritingt

Do you knotr if this operation at PEARL HAIBOR had o number or name? How
vvas the onmeration designated?

I am not'quite sure, but believe it wasn't named,
Do you knowr the track of the dpproach to PEARL HARRCOR?

The start =mms from SLEKI, the trzining horbor: about 17 TlovEmber 1941, 'then
north' cnd across the PLPIbIC Just south of the LILEUTIANS, then. south ker
PELRL HaRBORH, Ve had studiud.the'weather on this route for a long time.
Upon returning e suffered from heavy seas and strong winds., Several men
vere killed by the storm on the way back, -

Any ships lost?

No, but sonc received storm danage,

then the JAPANESE FLEET left PILRL HARBOR, cdo you remember if they had
Lo or tbroe plans of retro“t°

No, just thc shortest route,

Do y~u kno about ko nnny planes were in the attack?

sbout 450 plones, Half of them vrere Aefensive -~nd holf of them offensive.
Ho~ man plones were lost?

The loss was not so great. Not over 30 to 40,

“hat was the objective of the attack upon PELRL HARBOR?

In Jananese tacties, e are told vhen vwe have two enenies, - one in front
and one in the back, first we rust cut in front by sword. Only cut and
not kill but mrke it kard, Then we attack tre back enemv and kill hin.
Then ve corie back to the front eneny and kill him, This time we .tock that
tactic, having no ain to capture PE/RL H/RBOR but just to cripnle it. We
night vao returned to cgﬁture later,

What -rere your designated targets?

The first 'aim was at aircraft csrrlers, but they'were out at sea, so
attacked other.shins, ' |

Did you hnve any' snecial ‘equipment such as shallowr water torpedoes?.

Yes, —e had studied and trained to attack in shallow water with torpedoes.
They were speciacl torpecces to run shallow, I ¢o not know the detrils,

Hewr long had you been tr“inipg9 !
Four months, since lugust 1,41
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ithere was this training concducted?

L

SAEKI.

Was the purpose of this training to cttack’ PEARL EARRBOR or:%ther areas?
Only PEARL H.RBOR.

Wefé'jbﬁr midgétisﬁbmafineé ~t FEARL HARBOR considered of-any:value?

Tt “ns o mornle frttor: Young navel officers very much admire bravery
of Itali~ua officers in torpedo boats ~nd small submarines..” Because of

thelr admiration of Italian officers, they also want to show bravery in
subnarires,” ~ . . .

Did y~u know the damage that had been done to the fLimeriean Fléétfgt_ ' "
PEARL H/ARBOK? i ' '

Yes, e knewr by photogranhs, Ahout three irecks after the squadron crme
back to JLPLN, the fleet received photographks token duringe the attack,

MIDVLY BLTTLE

Were 'yru present' in the Battle of VIDVLAY, 4 June 19422

Yes, Ixﬁas:Gunrery Officer on Admiral Y.VAMOTO's Staff on the Bitiléship
YanMrLTO. - L :

i‘’hat vwiere the main forces involved?

see chart, i
"hat was the Aisnosition of your fleet relative to MIDULAY?

During the approach the transports were to the southwest, carrier forces
to the northwest; main body, battleships, cruisers, to the west., One
force in LLEUTI.N ISLANDS,

ho 18 @n commanc of the entire Qperat;¢n2+ .
H0nmiral YAMIMQTO, who was killed in o plane crash in SOUTH PLCIFIC,
«+ho a8 in cormand of occupatipn forces?

Leémir~l YALMIMOTO,

Who s in comnand of the carrier forces?

k. = o N
;Lﬂmi I":‘..l | D?.‘..LG.‘. HI\TO ®

L PO
I,l' '.‘

Hew'did the force retiretafter the bottle?

The main body went west, carrier proup ordered to join main body to re=-
turn te JAPLN, some to SINGLAPORE, The Cruiser Division Seven broke off
from the transport group and continued on toward MIDWAY. During the night
the MOGLNI and MIKUM: collided, MOGLMI received great damage from the
collision, Due to 'the domoge to this cruiser, the cruiser Division also
retired, The MIKULL. wos sunk by dive bombers the next coy.

“hot were the pldns leading uﬁ to the ottack? " Did you intend to occupy
IT I DT'*L;Y ? '

e tntended to capture MID7LY beeause on 18 Lipril vwe were attncked in
TOKYO for the first time., We thought the planes came from NIDULY,

D17 you believe that by toking MIDJ/AY there would be no more raicds on
TOKYO? '

Yes,
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TRANSCRIPT of Infffroeation (Capbetn waramaer, v. @)
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Ui Did you intend to go beyond MIDUAY?

A. If we could, e manted to go to PEARL HAIBOR, but it was not authorized
because it was too far. e intended to capture small islands betrreen
MID"AY and PEARL HAPROR., If we captured these islands, the land based

planes could attack PEARL HARBOR., T'e wanted to capture PEARL FARBOR
later. v | 1 ' et _ .

Qe “hat was your plan of emplgymnt of MID'AY ofter capture?

Ae ''© pPlanned to use it as a bage for long range search planes and for sube
marines. The attack on the ALEUTIAN ISLANDS +as part: of -the same plan,
e planned only air raids, but we wanted to capture KISK.L o little later,

Q. Did you plan to hold KISKA and DUTCH HARBOR and then move dom to fhe '
UNITED STATES? | ; : L ShN

A. Not that far, Only to protect JAPAN from air raids,
R Ho7T much militnry'fofce ~a8 in the convoy at LIDIAY?

Le Not quite sure, but we have one marine reginent, about 1500; and one
military regiment, about 1000, e expected to land 6 June,

Re Con you tell me vhat ships rere loét at MID/AY?

fie Five ships sunk; AKAGI, KAGL, SORYU, FIRYU, MIKUMA, I think 211 sunk
by dive bomber action,

(o Did this operation have any nunber or nane?
Le MI, vhich stood for MIDUAY ISLAND action.
de Do you know hov muny personnel “rere lost in the MID iY Battle?

e I think 700 on each of thre carriers went dotm and about 1000 on the *
MIKUMA, a fewr othersmay hove been lost, The total lost was about 4,500.
sdmiral YAMAGUCHI was killed, If Admiral YLMAGUCHI hod been saved, he
rould have eventually been made Cormender of the Grand Fleet,

Qe Hor wns the operation order to attdck given to the fleet?

A, In early lMay re gnthered at the Naval Station H.SHIRAJIMA, a. port near. KURE,
enc. vere told dma confetence.. Afterards the transports went to SAIPAN,
‘They then received'sailing orders by letter, carried by plane, Beginning
to'sailg orders went by wireless but after salling they used no wireless.

Q. How long did you expeet to be-ﬁble to hold MIDWAY?

F ]

L. Ve exnrected to be able to hold MIDVAY about three'monthS'without rein-'
forcements, E

Qe Did you lack any special equipnment for the landing force?

de There was sufficient forces to copture and hold MIDYAY with adequate equip-
ment, but due to lack of precnution on the part of the Lir Force, it was
lost, The people of JALPLN are not trained to keep secrets and the inpor=
tant information of the cabinet was spread by: the members, JAPLN was
successful in the early part of the war because its moves were secret,
Before the war started, nembers of the A1lr Forces and members of Naval
Officcrs aboord ship sometines quorreled sbout ships aecinst cirplanes.
During the early time of the ary the Air Force attacked the battleships
REPULSE - and PRINCE OF VALES and sunk then off SINGLPORE, After attnrcking
PELRL HARBOR, the Air Force believed the aircraft earriers vere very strong
an? could inflict a great denl of camage on enemy surface ships, * This
attitude continued up to the Battle of MID 'AY, The failure of the Air
Force tomaintnin an cdequate search for anerican Carrier Fleet at MIDULY,
plus the foct that the J/ P IESE submarine line running north ~nd south
between 1657 and 170;i, was to far east to locate the lLmerican Fleet, are ‘
the reasons given for the loss of the Battle of MIDULY, '

65 -4=

4




4

TRUNSCRIPT of Interroration (Capirin KIANESE, Yop TIM _ o o oo oo -

0, it vhat point s the decision nade to diseontinue the campoign?

L. ifter carriers -ere surk the orcer to retire vas sent out at ten o'clock
in the night., +t thot tine only the remaining ships of the Alr Force
~nd tronsports turned around, Cruisers and nain body went aheads

Q. "hot wos the plon of ermployment of thif moin body and cruisers?

L. The cruisers were going to nroceed. and shell MID.L and the main body -ras

* to proceed tounerds corrier forces to givé protection ~nd rescue surviors.
The nain body odvaneed to within the range of Lrerican long ronge planes
~nd then joined up with destroyers ~n? eruisers from carrier forces.

Q, “hnt foctor determined the crncellotion of the plan to bombard MIDAY? *
L. The collision of the tiro renvy cruisers drring the night..

Qe .ere any*battleshi%s sunk or damoged?

Lo Moy hove been donaged slirhtly by bombs,. not sure. |

Q. Do you know if HLRUIL wos camaged ot MANILL on 8 December‘of ot MIDUAY?

Ao She did not receive deonhge b either place., No damage to battleships ot
cruisers ot MULNILL, -

'
- - W & i ol

Q. Wos any transport damagec ot MID LYY ’

Lie They turned bhack before ~ttncked, One mey hove been dameged LWy torpedo’
but not sunk. I ~n not sure of camage.

Qs hen was first contact node with Jmericon bonbers?
L. Lbout three heovrs after sunrise on 4 June,

Q. Dic¢ you receive any reports of our long raonge bombers over your main body?

Yy

L., Yext d~y your long ronge horibers ccne, but no damage. That was on 5 June,
During the afternoon of 3 June, 78 your formation attacked by long range
bonbers?

O
®

. Yes, but there wos no domnge to Katfleships or cruisers. The some ~fter-
rioon long range honbers flso attacked transports to southwest, possibly
. -inflicting slight caomage to oné tronsport. I heard that about micnight
hefrre the noin battle the force was attacked by seaplanes with torpecoes.
One transport hit but not seriously, Damoged the bottom. | '

Q. "~s your formotion or troansport formation attacked early the next morning
on Z June? :

Ls Yo, neither ncin body nor tr~nsports rere attockeds
0, On 5 June Tere you attacked by loti range bombers?

L. NO, transparts‘perh&ps, but we'received no ‘report of having been ~ttacked
ar domareds | A

O
L

Hewr nenr "id your noin body npproach MIDULY before returning?

: r
> { 1

Lo shéut 500 miles, The remoining ships from the carrier force were shedul-
"~ ed to join the main bhody of ships after sunrise on 5 June., Upon ccmple=
‘tion of the rencezvous 211 ships retired. |

0. ‘ere thc MOGIMI ond MLKUHL attadked'by'lohg'range boﬁbers on the 5th June?
L. Yos, very high but no hits, :T think it v1as morhing. -

1'! -
L)
)

65-5-




Qe WWhen was the NMIKUMA sunk?

-l

Ae- T think the MIKUML sank in the afternoon. . But was dameged in the mornlng
by dive bombers, couldn't navigate very well. The MOG&HI 6 mﬂped at the
same time but not teco badly. - . et

Q. Just before sunset on the 5th,were-those cruigers attacked by long range
bombers? 1 it at e

Lis I con't think so, It :7as nofmfeporteé

Q. ilere any other shiﬁs attacked by'long range bc:ar.rjbers‘?I
e SOME were'ﬂttﬂcked but no hlts. One destroyer rﬂnﬂged by carrier planes
in-the affernocn. The KUML was camaged and I thlnk.ﬁhe'KINUGLSA, I
. cdon't know what type of planes, . | ey

.}

Qs On the 6th of June during the retreat, did our carrier planes attack battle-
shins of Une mein boﬁy” -

H

Lo No hombers seen byithe;main body cduring retirement,

Q. “hen the main,body“retired ¢id your suvbnorines clso retire?

A.'Yus but couldntt flnd “ny Amerlcﬂn ships. They fired on MIDULY +hile
bll‘lg.

Qe That effcct ¢id the loss of the earriers hove on your later plﬂns°

Le Mony plones and o nunher of pilots were lost in the action thich weak-
enad the Navy Air Force requiring trailning te replace them, The Lrmy
refused to toke thelr »nilots from MANCHULRIA and CHINA cduring the SCLONONS

LMPLIGN, therefore the 1lavy was required to furnish pllots in that area.
Sone vrent to ZULKLAKU and SEOKLKU,

G, Dic the»urny'prOV1ae pilots in the 'SOLOMOI!S alSo’
ine Yes, seccnd class Lrny pilots were put ashore in SOLOMONS,

Q. Did the Japgmese llavy then plon to opercte ithin ro nge of the shore
base planes? | '

Le Yes, until they got more carriers, In the movenent of the squcodrons, the
pllots flew from island to island, Only Mnvy pilots todk part, Thz Lrmy
pilots remained on o single base due to lock of navigational training.

O
®

Ingd you hove rc ﬂr;ﬁwﬁtﬂller on your ships ot the Battle of MIDULY?
e No, about Lugﬁﬁtiﬁ;ﬁ it was instnlled..

B¢ What 1ns the fire shkip at MIDLAY?

Lo YAMATO, '

SOLOMONS

Qe AT the Battle ¢ ihe RYSLLERK Sbu, March 1943, cdo you knoir rhht corcge A
inflicted oa your co;vay? . 4 4

Li, L not quite sure, but think that a few tronsports and tiro escorts were
SUnx.,

Qe %hat was the pl n”er‘yﬂur Tasnl_orces 1n the CORLL SEL in lMay 1942,

L. In the battle of the COLAL SEL, the SHOHO had storted dorm with o smell
task group to attack PORT I0FESEY from sea., In passing through the CORLL
SEfL, the iir Force on the SI0F0 failed to mainiain proper precaution and
viere attacked Ly'thc Lmericon 4ir Forece and su%, The ZUIKLKU oncd the
SHOKLIKU were sont dorm ot the same time to support the SHOHO force anc
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intercept”fﬁe [merican ccrrier, Loter the SHOKAKU was very'bﬁdly'ﬁgmaged,1

the ZUIKLKU received minor damdges and many people killed, The SHOKAKU

nearly capsized, Admiral YAMLMOTO sent me to ipvestignte caomage of SHOKAKU.

Horr 1ohg'ﬁas it required“torepnir'the:SHOKAKU?f_
Lbout three months. AMAbout one month for ZUIKLKU,
Did that damage to those carriers effect your plans in the SOLOMONS?
It delayed our plans to capture GUADALCANAL and occupy'the SOLOMONS .

Why were the troops and ships that were sent dovm to the SOLOMONS ISLAND
sent down in small numbers instead of large numbers?

The original plan didn't call for capturing GUADALCANAL. However a local
commander from TULAGI went over to GUADALCANAL for pleasure and then =
decided to make an airfield. We had only about 1,000 men, mostly lab-
orers for building airfields., Ve received information that only about
800 to 1,000 American troops had landed so we sent down about 1000 to
assist our troops then on shore, to drive out the Americans. They were
defeated, This was the first time that the Japanese Army had been defeat-
ed and then we sent 5,000 down but they weren't strong enough to drive
out the Americans and recapture the island, Then we tried to send more,
but we lost both ships and men, The Army had been used to fighting the
Chinese Amy.

GENERAL
Waa;the.NavyTprépared to conduct a long war?

Two or three years. It is the opinioh of most Navy Officers that the
tide was turning with the loss of SAIPAN, It was pretty definite that
the war was lost following the loss of LEYTE and OKINAYA, but we were
not surec, ' s

About how long did you think the war would last? it ik "

About three years. UWhen MARSHALL ISLANDS, RABAUL and KISKA were occu=
pled, I felt that that should be the extent of our operation and it

should be made a line of defense in order to preserve that territory
for the defense of the Empire. |

Thy wrasn't the Japanese submarine used for more offensive work?

Since we did not have air or sea control, oving to the Lirmy's eager re-
quest for supplics, we had tc supnly them by submarines. It then hecame
o habit to supply them in that monner, FPoor tactics.

Do vou knotr what caused the decrease in Jiﬁtnese air pover? Vias it the
loss of planes, loss of pilots, lack of fuel to train pilots or due to
the results in the SOLOMONS?

The reason this war was a failure ns due to the decrease of our Alr Farce,
fter vou eapturcd LEYTE, the fuel became less and less, Then e enceavors
ed to nroduce fuecl from sugar., The sugar was obtalned from FORMOS.,, but
this vas not cnough,

"hat enused your sreatest loss in shipning?

In the case of shipping, thi cause tas “y submarines in the area and la-

ter it was principelly mines. Mlong the CHINA COLST it tas airplanes.,

Llong the southern islands of JAPAN were many ships sunk by our planes?

Mony Tishing boats. Near the end of the war, the number of ships sunk by
~ireraft ras ~hout the same as those sunk by -submarines.
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IRALNS _I_E_T_o_f_‘_ _Z_[_nge;r_gggt;on _(Captain 1L TANARE s Yoy IJIN
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Re Do you feel that

attack on shipping was
close of the war?

sufficient to bring about the

fio Yes, I think if you didn't bomb the citics your attccks on shipning would
have brought the same results by next Spring (1948),

Qe That wrould have been the cause of the close of the —ar?

Lie The rreat cnuse for the close of

the war would have beén lack of fuel
ond food +rhich is shipped in,

Qe Did you plan to occupy AUSTRLLIL?

il

ie e didn't wrant to go to LUSTRALIL, The Nﬁvy”ﬁaS*very'rich'with.ships S0

7e only nlanned to set up & protective -rqll extending from SING.PORE

through E.LST INDIES, SOLOMOI'S, and the MARSHALL Group to KISKA, The

Japonese Army ias supposed to capture CEINL, but CHIN. was so big that
they were unable to completely do so, We didn't think that the Jopanesg
Lrmy did very vell, vie think that the Japanese Navy did better,

Qe Tlas the Navy ready for this war or did the Army force the Navy into it?

Le [fter the AIrmy captured UATCHURLL, they had great pover in polities, The
offiicers instead of studying ar begon to study politics. In the SOLOMONS
they shovld hove studied var instead of polities, That 1s my experience
in this -ror,

Re Could you give me o diagram showring me the chain of commands in tre

Battle of MIDILY? Llso a list of the ships, including transports, that
wvere demcged and the daote of dancge?

se Yos, I vdl1 ~ring it back,
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U.S. STRATEGIC EOLEING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
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NAV., NO, 13 DATE: 14 Vovember 1945

Division of Origin: Naval Analysis Division.

Personnel interrogatec:

Captain WATANABE, Y., I.J.N.

SU LARY

Ti.e following notes of battles submitted ty Captaln
W ATANAEE, I.J.Y. Gunnery and Landing Force Officer, Staff
CinC corbined fleet(Admiral vALALOTO) . All times (-9).
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NARSGATION
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27 liay 0600 Departed HASLEIRAGE 1A, INLAND SEA near XURE,

3 June 1030 liobile force broke radio silence anc sends out sig-
nals to change course.

Proceeding through fog fron 1000 the 2nd to 2300 the 3rd.

4 June 1510 Detect what is Lelleved to ke erneny wnlane signels

in near vicinity. At 0900 the 3rd and 2330 the 4tl.,
AKACI detects sirilar signzls.

5 June 0130 36 fighters and 36 borters take off to attack MIDWAX
- 0600 Return.

0130 - 0200 Air Searches.,
After 0230, made contact with 2 or 3 eneny patrol planes.,
0400 - 0650 Enemy planes torpedo attack carriers.
No damage sustained,
0428 Enemy surface force sighted by Japanese scout plare.
0500 One carrier sighted by seerch airplane.
In process of refitting with #80 torpedoecs. Delay
caused by shifting from bomts to torpedoes. Lost
chance to hit American carriers.

0725 30 enery planes attack. AKAGI, KA4G/L and SORYU burning
0758 6 fighters and 18 bonmber planes of the HIRYO take
'ofi for attack on American carriers. One carrier of

LNTERPRISE class severely Qamaged. One heavy cruiser ser-
1ously damaged., One large carrier sunk.

1413 Our aircraft repo-ted enemy task force proceeding east,
leaving one large carrier lehird smoking.
1403 HIRYU damaged Lv dive bomter attack,

2355 [LIDWAY Occupation cancelled kv dQSpgtcl fror Admiral
Y.H.J.Jlﬁ I T O @

(Thie was discussed by all rembers of Staff, Chief of
Staff (Rear Adriral UGAKI) convinced Admiral YAMAMOTO to turn
backe. PMemainder of staff divicded in opinion wkether to turrn tack

or tvy to capture without airecraft).
CORAL SEA Action 4 = 8 liay 1942,
SHOKAKU received 3 250 kg bomb hits.

4 llay Arout 80 enemy carrier planes attack TULAGI between
0€30 and 1315. |

5 Lay ~ See no enemy.

3 enemy E-17's attack 0 (PORT I‘OCRESBY) Occupation
Force, No hits.,

6 liay Liscover striking force at 0810,
fneiy E-~17's sight MO (PORT LORESEY) Occupation Force.

I._

7 liay F-17's attack transports at 0550, no danage; aivcraft of
CnhDIV 5 discovers large tanker and mistaks 1t for carrier
at 0530; Float Recce sights striking force at 0640; SEOHO
sunk at 0935 12 btombers and 15 attack planss of CARDIV 5
take off at. 1430 but fail to sight eneny; RALLUL AIR FLOT
25 -cooperates in attack and sinks 1 rattlesh1p, qeverglv
camages 1 tattleship, sinks (unconfirred) ‘1l cruiser.

8 Lay CADIV 5 SEOKAKU receives 3 #250 bomb hits at 09403 at
RESTRICTED 65-2-(Sup)
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Marrative of Interrogation (Captain WATANAEE, Y., I.J.No)e  _

e R [ ol ] o o

0920 1 large enemy carrier (LEXINGTON) sunk, 1 medium
carrier (YORKTOWIN) sunk, and 1 BE or cruiser left burning.

SOLOLONS iction 23 - 25 hugust 1942,
7 August 30 enemy transports arrive at GU.DALLCAN:L.

16 fugust 1800 liobile Force departs INLANL SEii.

(0) General Command.
liain Unit: CinC Combined Pleet,
surporting Force: Advance Forcc CinC 2Znd Fleet.
lMobile Force CinC 3rd Fleet.

obile Force Cormand. ‘
Main Urit: CinC 3rd Flect. ©ShOKLKU, ZUIK:KU
CARDIV 1 (less RYUJO) 1 DESDLV
2 DD'S.

.dvance Unit: Comdr 1llth Division 1lth Div. CHIKULL, 7/th
| Div (less 1:WGALETI under
repair) 10th Div.(less
2 DESDIVS plus 1 DESLIV)

Detached Unit: Comér. 8th Division. 8th Div (less CHIKUIL)
* RYUJO, 2 DD'S.

20/1255 TFEnemy carrier sighted. Mobile Force cancels call
at TRUK and procezd to south to intercepte.
20/0600 iotile Force refusls.

0900 20 cnemey carvier plancs lané at GULLALCLNaL
DESROY 2, remaining elements of ICRIKI Detachment,
snd YOKOSUK. 5th Special Landing "orce (700 4rmy
- 800 Izarincs) schedulad to effect lanaings on
GUADLLC.- AL on the 24th.

23/1625 iirecraft carrier's course reversed, Course 330
duc to c¢elay in lancaing force. |
24/0200 Destroyer Squadron 2 Detached Unit heads for attack
on GU..LALC.IVNAL. MKain Unit reverses course, CoOurse
150,

0415 TFiret searches carrier aircreft. BEnemy not sightcd.

0£37  Enery patrol planc contszcts our nain unit,

1228  Large eneny force sighted by cruiser plane,

1420 Two enemy task forces sig! tcd and attacked.

1 carrier severely dameged and burning (HORNET
afire, sunk, ENTERPRISE damaged.
2 cerriers scvercly damaged and burning.
ond phsse of attack. Japanese planes fail to find
United States Flect and return to ships.

1543 Enery not sighted.

1308 Two borbers attacked SHORAKU. No damare sustained.
¥ight attacks scheduled by carriers cancellcd due
to bacd weather.

1300 RYUJO sinks due to dive bomb (10 hits).

2200 Might destroyer attacks cancelled., Withdrawing.

G iR - 5 U v TRINSAIPINN. - DIINPTRLRS ¢ NN, TN, §
SUZUY:.  KULIANO KIRISHIMAY NLGaR HIBI CHIKUI ..
10 Kilometers
: 2 DD!'S
(_) SEOKAKU
o s 5 Kilometers ¢ 2 DD'S
RESTRICTD 1 ( YZUIKLKU
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Fattlc of S:.NT. CRW Island 26 October 1942
(South PACIFIC Lction) |

Narrative _of Interrogation (Captain Vi

Conr and Channel +
 iGvance Force Main Unit: CinC 2nd Fleet CruDiv 4,
| CruDiv 5(less HAGURO) Dese
Ron 2, DesRon 24, CarDiv 2
| (JUNYO, HIYO)

Forward Lttack Unit: Comdr, FatDiv 3,

| EatDiv 3? DesDiv
15, Deshiv 2. '

lMobile Forecc CinC 3rd Fleet 3rd Flea%(lesa a part)

6 DD'S, KUNIK.W.i MNARU

11 October Sortiec from TRUK.
CruDiv 6 (iOE.i, KiKO, FURUTAKA) and 2 DD'S bombard
Pattle of S.iVO Island. .

13 October 2 or 3 cnemy carriers, 2 cattleships, 5 to 7 eruiscrs
and 6 to 8 DD'S sighted South GUADALCANAL, by sca-
plancs from RUSSELL and RENNEL Islands.

BatDiv 3 shells GUADLLCAF.LL.
(HARUNA and KIRISHI..) = All planeg on GULDALCANA]L
believed destroyad.,

14 October Onc encmy patrol plane contacted and shot down by (V-
| VF, zarch plene sighted 1 encmy bettleshipy, 1 crui-
scr and 3 destrovers South of GUALLLCLNAL - convoy.,

15 October - Londings by high-specd transport unit land troops
Y day (cbout X plus 6 cays)e. Lll-out attack scheduled

foy 218t
Onc cruiser sunk by carrier aircraft. Attack phasc
7le

One cruiser moccrately camaged., One transport heavily
demaged. Once transport slightly damaged. .ttack

phf‘ S0 }{“2 °

Our transport forcc mekes landing on GUADALCANAL.,

16 October Seéarch aircraft sighted enemy near RENVEL Island, 1
carricr, 2 cruisers, 8 DD'S, 3 battleships, 6 cruiscrs,
7 destroycrs.,

17/ October Operations to crush encmy reinforcecrcnt forec,
18 fighters and 18 attack plancs to GUADALCANAL,
10 attack plancs to hit ships anchored at LUNGGA.

19 Octoter Y day sct 22 Octobers Postponed by Army rcqucst -
not rcady.

20 October Mo intelligence on the enemy forces,

21l October Y day sect for 23 October, Postponed by Army againe
Following sighted by scarch aircraft in RPENNEL Arcas
1l battleship, 2 crulscrse.
1l battleshipy 1 cruiser, 2 destroyers.

22 October  HIYO, flagship of CarDiv 2, dcvclops mechanical trouble
Proceeds o 1TRUKe Flag shifted to JUNYO,
23 October ncmy patrol planc makes contact with CHIKUMA.
cay postponcd onc day by Army rcqucst.
battleships, 1 cruiscr, 2 destroycrs sighted by

RESTRICTED | 65-4-(Sup)
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by scarch plancs at “ENN3IL Islanc.

24 QOctober Some rcfuecling. Déespatch sent to Army at GUADACANAL
that if gencral attack was not madce imneciately Mavy
would leave sccne duc to lack of fuel and focd. Army
does not appreciatc Navy problem,

Scarch planes sighted encmy near RANMEL Tslande
Encmy Judg *d. to consist of 5 battleships, 3 cruiscrs
and 19 destroyerse

. 25 Detober Q020 Received report that Army had capturcd GUADAL-

CAVAL at 2100 the 24th. Sent planes from carricrs
- to investigate., Army rcport falsec,

, 0500 Re portuc by Army that airfield not yet capturcd.
0815 United States patrol planc sights our mobile
force.,

1300 Raided by 6 E-17's, No camags sustained.

1130 2 battleships, 4 cruisers, 1 light cwu' ST

12 destroyers sighted by scarch rlanss in RENUIL Arca.
Arry schedulcd to attack and break through at 1900/
25, but fallzd in attcenpt.

26 October 0050 Patrol plane drops bouk in vicinity of ZUIKAKU.
No hits.
0130 Iliobile forece rcverses coursc anc heads north at
24 knots.
0345 Dawn Doublc scarchcs, takec-off at 0215 anc‘ 0245,
0450 Eneny task forcc sighted by scarch plancs becar-
ing 1259~ distance 210.
0655 Attack on cenemy #1 task,forcg. 1 carricr(HORNET)
burning, 1 hcavy ecruiser sunk(?), 1 lig:t cruiser,
4 DD'S (1 DD sunk and 1 DD spvcrelv camagce) o
0540 ZUIFO afirc from dive borkecr attack.
0820 ~ 0900 2nd attack phasc ;2 United States task
force #2 attackcds 1 carricr(U.S.) severcly damaged,
1 battleship(U.S.) sunk, 2 heavy cruiscrs(U.S.) anc

1 hcavy cruiscr :uverely damaged, 8 destroyers (U.S.)-
2 DD'S scevercly danaged.

Combat rccord of Advance Force (JUNYQO) .

TR e P i W s N R el R TR P SRS e SRS VIR, - R

0920 Plancs of CarDiv 2 sightcd and attacked Task
Force 3. 1 carrier (}NTJRP IS5) sunk, 2 he avy
crulsecrs-l1l hravy crulser damaged, 1l llPht crulscr
Camagced and several destroyers

0727 SLOKAKU hit by dive borburc and afires, Firc

under cortrol at 1230,

1310 Planes of CarDiv 2 (JUNYO) attacked task force
33 United States

1 Sarrier listing L0 8tarboard; J eruisers = 1 cPrulser
scverely damaged, 1 light cruiser severcly damaged,
51X CGCStYOYEYrsS.

1345 Flancs of CarDiv 1 (SEOKAKU) attacked United
States Task Force #3.

l carrier burning, 2 cruisers~l cruiser severcly cCam-
aged, 7/ ccgtroycrh.

i}#5'10 Plancs of CarDiv 2 (JUT.‘!"YO) attacked Teask Forcc
3

4 cagrrier afire and listing, £ hoavy crulsers, 2
light crulsers, 6 dcstroycrs,

65=5-(Sup)
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¢ Gﬁvanc ). 1C0=120 Mlles(10u11e)
- Force rorce |
: JLNYO Carliv 1 Llobile Force
2n¢ Fleet ZUIRO
3rd Fleet N\
NAIING
. 0O . o 0
. - g K
(Znemy) \ ()
. \\ ;'J/
: ()
: KULANO
50-60°Iiiles
©
V12 [lo() . @ O 0O
CEHIKULA TONE MAGARA SUZUYA
Comr:and Channéls
MIDWAY

General Command Acdnmiral YALALOTO

liain Fody (Admiral YAKALICTO)

15 YAMATO AT SU NAGATO
*2 5 LSE HYUGA FUS0 YA ASHIRO
*05 - KITAGRMI OI
* 380 SENDAT d x 12
ZUILO d x 1
. FNo« 1L Supply Group
| NARUTO TOEI-LA"U d x 1
*No,., 2 Suprly Group |
SACREKENT -IART TORA=ILARU

*  Sereening Force for ALEUTIANS.

Air Forcs (Admiral NAGUL.O)

1sf AKLGI KAGA
2sf BIRYU SORYU
85 TOYE CiiIKUiA
2D/38 pARUNA KIHtoE LD
105 VAGARA d X 16

No. 1 cupply Group
KYOKUTO=tARU  SHINKOKU=i ARU
TOLiI0=-1.ARU NIPPON=i ARU KOKUYO~: ARU
No. 2 Supply G?cup .
- NAICEIRO=-i:U No. 2 KYOLTI ~I{A{T
HOKO=i4ARU

RESTRICTED 65-6-(Sup)
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Transport Occuration Force (Admiral KOIDO)
-ain Eody

45 (-2D) ATAGO CHOKLI
#3S (=2D) KONGO HIEI # Later acted
4sd NAKA d x 16 as suprort
Suprly Group T x 3 force to Gcre-
ening Yorce
Landing Force | in ALBEUTIANS
2sd JINTSU d x 12 - " o
T e x 1 b0aPede Postiinad Baab 1

Iltfarine about 1500-~Sand I.
Soldier about 100C-Fastern I

' Alr FPield makirg Force 1
surveying Force L
‘ Supporting Force
KUI LNO SUZUYL LOGART LT KULA
d X 4 T x 1
Ail" FOI‘CG: ‘
1isf CHITOSE
TOKISEL
KALIKAV A=l ARTU axl
Fatrol Eoat 1
- Marine atrout 50-Cure I..
Fase Alr Force
 248F (BARSHAL)
26sf  (LARCUS) 10 ,
- fC x 36 MV g M x 6
ATTU KICK. Force (/Smiral EHOSOGAYA)
5F N.ACHI d x 2
4sf RYUJO JUNYO
2D/45 TAKAO AYA
G X 3 T x 1
1sd s Gl S O——— ATTU
21S KISO T ilile=e cmwe-=KTSK/
lgs v X 7 KUNIKL =i sRU
DYy KUNIKAWwA=LARU d x 1
Fase 4Alr Force £10 X 4 T x 4
Patrol Group 225
Detachment from 1AIN EODY as ALEUTIAN Screening Force..
25 (EE) 1ISE, HYUGA, FUSO, Y.IISLIRO
98 (CL) KITAG:LLI O
2sd - SENDAI dx1
ZUILHO dx]
No., 2 Supply Group: SACRELENT-MARU

» | TORA-! ARU
' Gxl ®
Late Suprort for KISKL=-ATTU GROUP.
35S (EDB) KONGO RIET
4xd
lxCarrier (ZUIKAKU or ZUIHO. ?)

4
5.
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cion (Captain W.TAVAEE, Y., L.g.lr.) BESIRIGEES

"™ . L R

Comrcand Channels at the Esginning of War.
General Comrand (Jcmiral YidAKOTO) . |

Pearl Hr. Action Group

(idmiral NAGULO)

Carrier Group lsf LKAGI K.GA
2sf SORYU - HIRYU
5sf ZUIKAKU SHOKAKU
Protection Group 1lsd ARUKU.:A 176g 18dg 6 x 1
. 35(2D) KONGO LIBT
85 TONE CHIKU. &
288 S x 3
70.¢ 0 X 2 IJIDWAY Eombarcment
Supply Group Mo. 1 Supply Group T x 5
o No. 2 Supply Group T x 3

Subr.arine Group 6F

KATORI

1ss (=2sg) YASUKUNI=-: ARU S x 10
2SS SANTOS-.ARU S x 8
- 388 TAIGEL g x 10
SOUTH SEA Action Group (Admiral KOMDO)
Main Eody 45 (-2D)  ATAGO CHOKAI
2D/38S HATUNA, KIRISEII A
4st RYUJO JUNYO
3dg (4 x 4)
PLILIPPINE 3F-168 ASHIGARA NAGATRA KULA
Force 5sd MATORI 54~ 224 g
12sf NOTORO KALTKA A= ARl
1Bg
2E¢g |
55 (-NACHEI) HAGURO 1L YOKD
2sd JINTSU Ség 153g 16dg 2447
4sd NAKA 2dg Adg 9dg 24dg
KASHII SHUMUSHU
LALETI Force  KF OEg
11aBg
75 1MOGALIL P TKULA SUZUYA KULLANO
3sd SENDAIL 11lcz 12¢7 19dg 0dg
Pase Lhir Rrce 114F TSUDOM £10 ¢ 3¢ f-‘io x 27
21cf SOKTR.LY fof x 27 fhr x 6
025 f SATCGON £1C ¢ 36 £2C x 12
23sf FORLOS A £C £10
Submarine 4SS KIVT 18ss  19sg 21lsg NAGOYA-
Force i
58S YURA 18sz 2Gsg 30sg TNRio De
JAINERR IO -
1.ARU
6sS CHOGEI Osg 13sg
1
liine Force 175 ITSUKUSEII.A YAEYAUA
jiain Fody (Admirel YALAWOTO)
15 YALATO cEsi NAGATO
29 IOk EYUGA FUSO YAUASLIRO
3sf HOSKO Z2U1HO d X 2
ijarine 7 Division
Vortrern Defence Group (idmiral EOSOGAYA)
NACHI iyl H/..TO
HF 215 KISO i LT
RESTRICTED 65-8~(Sup)
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South Fastern Defense Group (/iCmiral INOUI)

4T
(GUAL hetion Group)
- (W,LKE Action Croup)
KASEI::A
18S T:HNRYU TLTSUTA
19S5 OKINOSHIi A TOKIWLE TSUG.ARU
6sd UBARI - 29dg 30d¢
758 JINGEI 264 ¢ 27s¢g 32 g
24st CHITOSE Fase Air Force
YOKOHA. &4 Ease Lir Force
KA1.OT GOSHUe; ARU
JEg
j ¥ 2
OF ¢

‘arine 1 Division

COnld, Bhi L8T100
Gcneral Cori and (ndmi?al HlTOUE)
ain Fody

KaSHIL L TOKIWA
d X 1 KIYOK, WA« ARU
Carrier Force
56 (=NiCL:I) HAGURO 11YOKO
hef SHOKAKU ZUIKAKU d x 2
27dg 70 (=d x 1)
TOHO=-.. ARU
Landing Force
188 TENRYU TLTSUTA
65 LOBL KINMUGASA KALKO FUNUTALKA
Esd YUELRL 29d ¢ 30c¢.¢g
SHOHO
3¢ x 1 Wg x 1
TSUGARTU KAr. JKAW A= 1 ARU

KIYOK Wiie  LRU

Pase 4Hldr Force

25sf

Subriarine Grouv

8ss S x 8
65-9-(Sup)
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HEADQUARTERS -
U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
C/0 POSTLASTER, SAN FRANCISCO
/ INTEKROGATION NO. USSES NO, 65(Supplement)  PLACE: TOKYO

. NAV. NO. 13 DATE: 16 November 1945

Division of Origin: Naval Lnalysis Division,

Subject: PEARL HAREOR - MIDVAY.- SOLOIONS,

Personnel interrogated: |
Captain W/.TLANAEE, Y.y, I.J.No

OUilL ARY

The attached chart supplements Interrogation USSES NO. 65
(NAV NO. 13) and should be included as Annex A

LNCLOSURE
innex i « Chart of Battle of nIDWAY,
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HIADQUARTARS
U. S. STRATEIGIC BOMBING SURVEY

Washington, D.C,
January 1946
Interrosation No., U.S.S.B.S. 55 - Sup.
(Nav. No. 13) -

Division of Origin: Naval Analysis Division
Subject : PTARL HARBOR «~ MIDWVAY - SOLO '0OI'S.

| | u:;‘ . ‘..... 5 ’ "
Interrogation of: Captain W-TANARE, Y., LN,

Interrogated by: -Cantain C. (n) Shands, USN

The attached chart(s) supplement Interrozation No. USSBS
65 (Nev No. 13). -

Enclosure: Annex "B"
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ACTION CHART OF

~
= 0538 MIRYU AIRCRAFT REPORT
5
cx2 150* 20 KT

0520 TONE AIRCRAFT REPORT

¥ TONE AIRCRAFT REPORT

THE BATTLE OF MIDWAY. |

”

JUNE 5

TIME ZONE (-9)

EXTRACT FROM TRANSLATED REPORT OF ACTION
FIRST AIR FLEET STRIKING FORCE

214%
45 | 0214 =
| %\—5 HIRYU SUNK
| Tilel
“‘-'h
I "--._“‘ -
‘ 508 ~ ;;'MD i ANTI- AIRCRAFT ACTION
‘\ \ / Q)  \AcaNsT AR aTTack
!
I ]
ANTI -nannnrr BATTLES \ I
| \ v T \l&\ s
| Yot VN _aJZT0 1330 P
, . 1438 1 H :
| |TED 2 !.l'
| LYING TO. ~ -
| AECOVERY OF . ANTI- AIRCRAFT ACTION ‘{’% )
| PERSONNEL - ra
| ! O 1300 .
DIRECT HIT BY P
¢ BOMB ON THE HIRYU D250 P
CAUSING FIRES. ff
o
P
i CLOSED TO JOIN ___ 1140 | o
1 JHIRYD ™S8 /._'Y L7
| ’ % rd
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SORYD CAUSING FIRES Qlooo " ——- i
1613 - RS 4 -
s SORYU SUNK ’
!/
AKAGI fﬂg!‘r

S

P4
3 0630 /
#
p0628_ -~
AKAGI ATTACKED

BY 16 ENEMY
TORFEDO-BOMBER
ALL SHOT DOWN
BY FIGHTERS.

|
Qmus
6 lNﬂ‘ll SUNK »

——

[ 457P0935 WIRYD ATTACK UNITS LAUNCHED
L)

SORTIE® IN ,PURSUIT
ol NEMY
KAGA ATTACKED
o AN o
H ) NO
DAMAG E SUSTMHED-\:'& ‘OTEl oT4 Arap
1o ores . SHIFTED FLAG TO NAGARA
0625 ' Wit oN AN LU
2 5 THE KAGA”Q® Qn?za BOMB HIT ON AKAGI CAUSING FIRES
3 KAGA SUNK  CAUSING X
. ~
ATTACKED AKAGI FIRES, 4% A
BY TORPEDO-  KAGA oAy \
NO DAMAGE HIRYD al orz1 9 |
* SUSTAINED, HARUNA ’ \ [ /
\ P \,97|5 | F/ANTI-AIRCRAFT ACTION AGAINST AIR ATTACK
0400 \ ?EL‘.PEE’EEDD BY 7 ~./ f
] \ \ e Fd
315° 170 MILES | NO DAMAGE .~ TORPEDO ATTACK |
FROM MIDWAY ISLAND. , SUSTAINED. ,”  ON KAGA— NO ~¢f07T00 RESUMED RECOVERY OF ATTACK PLANES
ANTI-AIRCRAF T ’ DAMAGE \
ACTION AGAINST s SUSTAINED 0650 \ '
AIR ATTACK. \HIRY AT TACKED BY TORPEDO
INO DAMAGE SUSTAINED.
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