RX- 4 & &

90.25 = 2041 - Sumitomo Propellor Plant - Kanzaki - 22 Oect & 31 Oct '45.

(check with Ly, Sullivan for notes on dispersal, production, etc.)

Plant was largest producer of props in Empire, Well constructed plant. Steel
framed, Multi story bldgs were steel frame well reinforced fong. floors. Office

bldgs same,
Plant built in period between 1937 and 1941. Sumitomo mf'd props at Sakurajima

Plant (263A) prior to this,

Plant destroyed (75%) in two fire raids (See Sullivan for complete info)

Use of wood blocks for paeing over the conc., floors was contributing factor in
its destruction by flames,

Hot flames produced by burning of blocks buckled the exposed steel and in
several bldgs caused entire collapse of structure.

Aerial photos do not show inward buckling of outside walls and columns and

collapse of roof www trusses.
Engine test cell bldg (for testing of props) was found and it was this that

caused mistake ldentity of plant where it was lst seen in photos,
Secondary roof bullt over platting area after main roof had burned off (bldg S=3)

Never sheathed however and impossible to detect in air photos.
Adequate alr raid shelters were spotted throughout the plant,




PHOTO-EVALUATION

KOBE-OSAKA AREA
31 October 1945

PIC=R-REPORT No, 4,
RX=4 « 90,25=2041 SUNITOMO PROPELLOR PLANT, KANZAKI,

This plant was the largest producer of propellors in the
Empire, Well constructed, modern plant, built in the period
between 1937 & 1941, Prior to this Sumitomo made propellors at
the Coprer works in the Sakurajimia plant (target 263A).

The plant was about 757 destroyed in two fire raids., Use
of wood blocks for paving of floor areas was a contributing

factor in its destruction., Hot flames, produced by the burning

of floors, served to weaken the exposed steel framing causing its

collapse, Aerial photos did not adequately show the ‘nward
buckling of the outside walls and colums and the collapse of roof

trusses, Photographs taken on the scene will show this condition,
An a.tempt had been made to build a secondary roof over the
plating area after the main roof had burned off, This was

never sheathed however and it wacs irpossible to distinguish

in aerial photos.

Plans for dispersal were made as early as Hovember of 1944,
Dispersal of machine tools was subsequently earried out to

Kainan, Hirono ° Nishinomiya,




PIC-R-Report No. 1 18 October 1945

RX-1 90.25=-263A Sumitomo Metal Co., Sakurajima Plant

This plant manufactured aluminum and duraluminum sheets and
structural sections for the leading aircraft producers such
as Mitsubishi, Kawasaki and Kawanishi. Some copper alloys

were also produced.

The buildings on the SE edge of the property manufectured
propellors and was knot as the Sakurajima Propellor Plant.

Mr. Tahji, the plant menager, stated thet the plant employed
10,000 people, but this figure dropped 305 to 50% after the
fire raids. Skilled workers were ecarce and a training school

was maintained--loceted at the SW edge of property.

Mr. Tahji also stated that orders were received in January

and February, from the government to start dispersal of

manufacturing facilities. In April and May a quantity of
machinery was moved to the sub-cellars of several depertment

stores in Osaska. To avoid duplicetion this phase of invest-
jgation is being left to the Aircraft Team.

Bomb damage estimates appear cocnservative. For "he most
part, destruction of buildings was complete though no attempt
was made to survey damage. It seems that aerial photogrephs
adequately reveal the damage, but a knowledge of the effect
of HE bombs would be required to assess it properly.




PIC-K-hkeport No. 1 18 October 1945

FX= 00.,25=263A Sumitomo Metel Co., Sakursjima Plant

This plant manufacturcd aluminum and dursluminum sheets and
structurel sections for the leading sircraft producers such
as Mitsubishi, Kewasaki end Kawanishi. Some copprer alloys
were also produced.

The buildings on tte SE edge of the property menufesctured
propellors end was knot as *the Sskurajima Propellor Pleant,

Mr. Tehji, the plant meneger, stated thet the plent employed
104000 people, but this figur: dropped 30/ to 50% after the
fire raids. Skilled workers were ecarce and & treining school
was meintained-~located at the SW edge of property.

Mr. Tahji also stated that orders were received in January
end February, from the government to start dispersal of

manufacturing facilities, 1In April and lay & quantity of
machinery was moved to t' e sub-cellars of several depertment

stores in Osska, To avoid duplicetion this phase of invest=-
igeticn is being left to the Alrcraft Team.

Bomb damage estimates appear conservative. For he most
part, destruction of bulldings was complete though no attenpt
was made to survey damage. It seems thet serisl photogrephs
adequately reveal the demage, but a knowledge of the effect
of HE bombs would be required to assess it properly.




Appendix "C"
SAKURAZIMA PLANT (AT 6/1)

Building No. Name of Building
Note

Hub plant 1

*PBlade factory  Iron frame
' * ‘Built of wood 3,333
| Operation room  Built of wood 396
do do 66

do do i 165
~do do 297
do 'do 495
Transforming Sta, Iron frame 132

Preperation sults
room Built of wood 165

do do
Office do
do do
Preparation suits

room do
do do
do do
do do
Tool shop do
Office ~do

Dining do
do do

do do
Warehouse do
Office do
Gard room ~do
Miscellaneous sales

. depte do

! Time record room do

- Office do
Pepeperation suits
room -~ do
do do
Dining room do
Warehouse do
Office do
Warehouse do
do do
do do
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RX=-1
90.25-263A SUMITOMO METAL CO, 18 October 1945

Manufactured aluminum and duraluminum sheets and structural sections
for A/C producers such as Mitsubishi, Kawasaki, Kawanishi. Produced some

copper alloys. Buildings at SE edge of property were Prop. plant and was
first Sumitomo Propeller Plant prior to new factory at Kawazaki (2041).

Orders for dispersal received from Imperial Government in Jan. and Feb.
of 1945. Actually dispersal did not start until April and May.

Dispersal points were sub-basements of several department stores in
Osaka (Sago Dept. Store and Matsuayaka Dept. Store).

Bombndamage terrific! Ground photos will show this.

Plant built on filled land and typhoon of Sept. here flooded parts of
plant property.

Talked with Mr, Takji = Plant manager.

v

Notes and photos of physical damage from P, Casamajor.

Wooden buildings on progperty have been entirely blown to pleces. Steel

fraqu‘buildings for the most part had suffered 100% structural damage.
near 4000 1b. bomb craters were bent and twisted beyond use. Machinery

remaining in plant probably put out of commission judging from sbrapnel hits.
In some cased columns were torn from their footings and was major cause of

truss collapse,

Main Mfg buildings were steel frame - covered over with corrigated
metal siding. Comcrete floors in all buildings.

Bomb plots and functional plans will be abtained from Phys. Damage Team.
(Check with Casamajor!)

Sumitomo has propeller plants at Kawazaki, Tsu (Near Nagoya) and
ShizuOka ® '

Plant employed about 10,000 people = 30 to 50 % reduction after fire
raids on Osaka, Skilled labor scarce = training school was maintained,

Impossible to access complete damage from aerial photos unless some
knowledge of effects of HE are known.

Air raid precaution: Several spotters towers were used. Air raid
shelters were built adjacent to production buildings. Holes or trenches
were dug along some foundationd walls of the buildings. These were covered

over timber and earth.

Production suffered considerably in dispersion program.

Raw materials received by rail, barge and truck.
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Mr. Keiichi weéd, Chlef of Administratgve Affairs Division,
Sumitomo Propeller Plant

Sumltomo Metal Industryeees.....Propeller PlanNtececccecccocscccnce
Steel Works
Copper Extension Plant
Steel-tube Plant
Nagoya Light Metal A _loys Wworks
Wakayama Iron "orks

Szkura jima works
Shizuoka Wworks

Tsu Works

Hirono WorksSe........on the Fukuchliyama ftallway Line
(Hyozo Prefecture, Arima County)

Foregolngz factorles had both the underground
and the¥*camouflaged factorices,

9% 90 90 9% ©° ¢ 9% S ©° 90 e e° Se oo &«

¥ ‘peferred as "rinkan"....in the forest
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CONFIDENTIAL
SCALE IN FEET
1:3600

200 8]0 Q0 800 1000
| | . | . N T

e s
AC/AS INTELLIGENCE PHOTOGRAPHIC DIVISIONM
PHOTO INTELLIGENCE SECTION

SUMITOMO PROPELLER
PLANT.

AMAGASAKI. JAPAN

TARGET NO .3 ~HOTOGRAPHY OF

90.25/2041 v 28 JAN 1945
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