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THE POWER OF CUSTOMS
By HENRY A. MEss

Custom is social habit. Groups of people do certain things
in certain ways. How food is cooked, how clothes are washed,
how houses are buwlt, are matters of custom; anyone who has
lived in several countries, or even in several parts of the same
country, will know how different they can be:

Custom can be of enormous tenacity:! men and women go on
doing things just because they have been done in the past; and
they do not inquire whether there is any longer a good reason, or
whether there ever was one. The story is told of a Danish village
church where it was a custom to bow when passing a certain .spot
in the wall. No one knew why, until someone scraped? the white-
wash away and found underneath a picture of the Madonna.3
Denmark has been Protestant,* for over three hundred years, but
the old custom had survived. |

Customs are often very compelling.? ‘‘Last night’’, wrote a
newspaper correspondent from India, “I saw a just-married girl
who was not a day over eight years old. She will *cohabit with®
her husband before she is thirteen and will have a child before she
is fourteen. The families: concerned were low class, and to re-
monstrance merely replied ‘It is our custom’”. Custom is most
coercive’ in *primitive and ignorant communities® but its strength
can be observed also in many a college common room.

Law arose out of the enforcement of custom by public opinion.
Very often religious pressure is added; but the greatest strength
of customs at any time consist in the fact that they dre followed
unconsciously. Why do men wear coats, waistcoats and trousers?

L MEASNER. 2. 15X M8 3. ESWHEIM 4 XNEK
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2 CHUNG HWA ENGLISH FORTNIGHTLY

Is it because after careful consideration they have come to the
conclusion that coats, waistcoats and trousers make a convenient
and agreeable costume?® Not a bit of it; we wear them because it
1s the custom.

There are many *breaches of custom!® which are not condemned
by law or by religion, but which are forbidden by public opinion
and punished by the disapproval of the community. We all know
the word “Taboo’,"! in the South Sea Islands many 'things are
forbidden by law, religion and public opinion, you must not eat
certain fruits or mention certain words because “It is taboo”. The
English equivalent for “taboo” is **‘It isn’t done”.}2 Every school
has its ‘‘taboo”’; there are quite innocent things which you abso-
lutely mustn’t do, or else your school-fellows *will be down on
you.!® At some of our universities you mustn’t use a -pair of
sugar-tongs. It is not the custom; it isn’t done; it is “taboo”.

Customs in social intercourse are called “‘manners”, and
there are all sorts of curious differences between different locahtles
as to what are good manners. In this country it would be regarded
as grossly bad table manners to pick up chicken bones with one’s
fingers; but there are Europea.n countries by no means backward
or boorish,'s where it is done in quite good society.

One form of imitation which we all know 1s what we call
“fashion’’. Fashion is a short-lived custom, usually initiated by
a few persons of great energy or social prestige.!® and rapld.ly
adopted by a large part of the community. We think of fashion
first of all in connection with clothes, but of course it extends to
many other things as well—obviously to teod and drink; the
cocktail'? habit was unheard of a few years ago: but also to im-
material things, to ideas of all sorts. |

Quite clearly there are fashions in political ideas, They
spread by suggestion, they are received by imitation, and to a
large extent they escape criticil examination. This does not

o MR 1o WHRASE 11 (MEWRLZ)MEB  12. WKW 13 F
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prove that they are false—or true: each ought to be examined
on its merits like any other proposition but it should make us

Customs o;ften lust a very long time, but they do not last tor
ever; and it is interesting to see how they get altered. Growth in
the size of a community may weaken, and ultimately destroy, a
-custom. When a village has grown into a largé town, it is-no longer
possible to greet everyone you meet. Upton Sinclair tells, in one
of his novels of a Hungarian immigrant in Chicago, whose daughter
i getting married. In the old village in the Carpathians it had
been the custom to offer hospitality?® on the wedding day to
every passer-by. You can imagine the result when he -tried to-do
this in Chicago.

- Contact with other civilisations does a great deal to break
down the power of custom. The trav eller learns that the ways of
doing things with which he is familiar are not the only possible
ways. The Englishman abroad for the first time discovers that
stamps can be bought at a tobacconist’s shop, that coffee and rolis?®
can be regarded as an adequate breakfast, that daily consumption
-of wine can be & matter of course for quite poor people, that good
Christains may go to a theatre on a Sunday, and a hundred other
divergences?! between English and foreign ways. He may return
convinced of the superiority of English ways, or the reverse, but
a least he knows that there are other ways. And it may set him
thinking out why we do things as we do.

Much of our morality is customary, comparatively few persons
think out for themselves why certain actions are right and other
actions are wrong; the morality of most of us is either taken on
authority or is an almost unconscious following of others, Thé
majority of Christains would find it hard to state a logical case
‘against incest. Nor could they give an intelligent explanation of
the particular *Sunday observances? which they follow. Sunday
observance is a good example of the way in which customs vary

| 18. QEG‘J 19. .tﬁ. 20. .ﬂ 21, R, 22. m
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from place to place and from age to age. It has been more rigid
in Scotland than in England, more rigid in England than in most
Protestant countries, more rigid in Protestant countries than in
Roman Catholic countries, but the majority of Church members
have not thought of the observance of Sunday as something flexible
and adaptable; they have thought that their particular form of it
was prescribed? by God. |

It is because so much of the morahty of most good men is
customary, because so little of it is based upon independent
thought and resolve, that persons and groups of persons removed
from their native communities are in special danger of deteriora-
tion.# European colonies in Eastern cities tend to fall below the
average morality of the old country. Members of African tribes
removed from their homes and aggregated in the new and strange
surroundings of an industrial area *fall between two stools.?
They have lost the stiffening of their old tribal morality; they have
not acquired the morality of Western civilisation.

The strength of customs is increased by their being interwoven
with sentiments; doing things in certain ways has a pleasure of its
own. We like familiar food, familiar manners, familiar modes of
thought, familiar routines,? partly because they are associated in
our minds with familiar figures and tender memories. ' In religion,
in politics, in business, in recreation, there are always many who
like to go on doing things in the same old way year after year, and
whose feelings are outraged? if it is proposed to make a change.

Is it a good thing or a bad thing to follow custom? Well,
that depends. Custom and imitation have the great advantage
that they enable us to economise energy. Our unconscious minds
take over a number of necessary duties and leave our conscious
minds free for other and perhaps new activities, We could not
make any progress at all if we had to bother every day with hund-
reds of decisions which we now make automatically.

3. k. 24 BN 25 (RESIWE MREMKRINM). 6. BF
BRWIN 9. %8 8%
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IT PAYS TO INCREASE YOUR
WORD POWER

Successful men and women in every field know how important

it is to develop a good vocabulary. They are able to express

their ideas in clear and convincing language, and that skill has

helped give them their leacership. Adding to your own vocabulary

will give you added power which you will find useful wherever

you are and whatever work you do. The following 20 words are

not frequently seen. After each-word there are four choices. Check
the word or phrase, A, B, C or D, that you believe to be nearest
in meaning to the key word. For the correct answers, turn to

page 14.

IO

rapacious (ro'peifas)—A: starving, B: large and commodious.
C: generous. D: predacious and grasping.

. optimum (‘optimem)—A: extremely cheerful. B: best. C: most

philosophical. D: highest of all,

paean ('piton)—A: a flattering speech. B: pmz's-s in general,
C: a song of triumph or joy. D: a solemn song.

discomfit (dis’kamfit}—A: fo put to rout or confusion. B:ilo
make physically uncasy. C: to discourage. D: to criticize.

de facto ('di:'faktou)—A: aclually existing or done. B: tem-
porary. C: evident. D: with full knowledge.

cogent ( koudzont)—A: a ferm in mathematics. B: convincing
and compelling. C: hurried. D:wise.

disaffect (diso.fekt)—A: fo dislike. B: fo demy. C: to dis-

“abuse. D: to alienate the good will of.

fecund ('fekond or 'fick-}—A: fertsle. B: decayed. C. sﬁm
D: fearfsl.
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cosmos ('kozmods)—A: an orderly and harmonious system. B
wisdom. C: confusion. D: social equalily.

flaneur (fluz'nat)—A: braggart. B: smob. C: social climber,

D: idler or trifier.

- proscribe (pro'skraib)—A: fo pul outside the law. B: to give

as a direction. C: to write an introduction ts. D to advis..
asaetic (o'setik)—A: honest and fair. B: sarcastic, C: given.
o severe self-dental. D: gloomy,

plangent ('plandgant)%-A: resoundaing, B: plunging. C:
shining. D: foaming.

‘apostate (3'postit)—A: an objector. B: one who forsakes the
faith. C:aliar.- D: a church official. |
incandescent (,inkan'desnt}—A: exhibiting changing rainbow
colors. B: giving off light apart frm. heat, Cwﬁossessmg a play
of pe::zrly colors. D: luminous with iniense heat.

masochism ('mzzokizm)—A: a religious ritual as practiced

by the followers of Mohammed. B: any pleasure in being abused

or dominated. C: a political philosophy of the Orient. D: pleas-
ure gained from cruclty to others.

‘prehensile (pn’hensa.ll)-—-A greedy. B: adapted for grasping

and holding. C: capable of being understood. D: disquieted in
mind.

fission ('fifoan)—A: a dispute. B: a pipe or tube. C: a fight

with the fists. D: the act of splitting.

necromancy (‘nekromansi)—A: a dreaming, imaginative habit
of mind. B: a roll of the dead. C: magsc. D: vagueness.
nepotizm (’ nepotlzm) ~—A: a disease that occurs in acule and
chronic forms, B: anyﬁmg causing obliviow. - C bribery). D:
wndue bestowal of patronage on relatives,
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Where are you going?"’ replied
- Chu Ming-sen as he slowed down
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“Hullo, comrade Chu; how are
you? I suppose you're very busy?"”’

"Hu Kuo-kwang had come to
know the youth within the past
week; Lu Mu-yu had introduced
him. The youth, whose name was
Chu Ming-sen, was about twenty
years old and very handsome. He
was one of the candidates for a
committee of the town headquarters
of the party. Lu Mu-yu greatly
praised Chu Ming-sen to Hu Kuo-

Rwang for his compassion, enthu-
‘siasm and capacity for assuming

responsibility, but in Hu’s eyes, he
was nothing but a youth without
definite opinions of his own.

“No, today is not so busy.

arm in arm with the girl.

" Hu Kuo-kwang took it as a
chance, so he advanced a step and
said:
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“I want to see Lu Mu-yu to
consult him about a certain affair
and cannot find him, Do you know
where he is, comrade Chu?”’

" The youth looked round and
smiled at the girl. The smile
actually made two dimples on his
ruddy cheeks. Certainly so charm-
ing and fascinating a youth that he
did really deserve.the title of the
most handsome young man in the
town.

“Do you want to see Lu

Mu-yu? ~ You won’t- be able to

find him. He is engaged today,”
said Chu Ming-sen, smiling still.
“Maybe. we can meet

him
somewhere. What's the business?
Is it important? T'Hl tell him for
you.."’ .

““Not so very important, but I
think I must tell him what I've
heard.”

““Oh, then I'll ask him to come

‘and see you if I meet him later on.”

The girl had turned away with
her back toward Ho Kuio-kwang,
This was a sign of her impatience,

 which made Chu Ming-sen lift his
foot to go.
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Hu Kuo-kwang thought they
must have gn appointment with
Lu Mu-yu, and maybe were now on
their way to it, so that they would
be sure to convey his words, but on
second thoughts he came to a fresh
decision. He hurried forward and
said under his breath:

I have heard the headguarters
of the party has nominated five
persons for election to the trade
association tomorrow, I wondered
if Lu knew already, so T wanted to
tell him specially.”

“Only nominated three, and left
two for free election,” said Chu
Ming-sen indifferently. “Is that
all your business? Then let me
“telthim.”

Thmgs looked brighter to Hu
Kuo-kwang. “Left two for free
election!” There was still hope
for him. But it was still anxious
work, because there were only two
left! He had mastered the emotion
of half anxiety, half delight when
Chu Ming-sen and his girl had gone
some yards away. He suddenly
smelled a trace of sweet fragrance,

andmpeatednothammaetad
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the girl as well as not asking Chu
Ming-sen to introduce him; even
her face and attire had not been
seen clearly by him. It was really
ridiculous to be flurried like that.
He could not but smile to htrnself
but whether because of his recent
distraction or his present brighter
hopes, none could tell. Anyhow,
he went into the Tower of Fresh
Winds again with a smile on his

- face.

An hour later, Hu Kuo-kwang
went home against the cutting
north-west wind. As a result of

his stay in the tea house, he had

added another vote to his total
amount.
eighteen votes for him. Eighteen
votes! It was not a great num-
ber, but not small either. What a

There were altogether

- pity that there were only vacan-

cies for two, or he would certainly

‘succeed. But he was still hoping
- for the best.

He knew how to
persevere, how to keep on. He
thought in his high spirits that
even if he should fail by eighteen
votes. this time, it would qua.hfy
him and enable him to' come back
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to the world again. He could find

afiother chance, and struggle. There
are plenty of chances waiting for
those who work hard and patiently.

Hu Kuo-kwang was so deli’ghted

that he allowed Chin Féng-chieh to

“have a new sheepskin jacket for

the new year. Besides he secretly
gave her two dollars as compensa-
tion for the loss she had sustained
when he ordered her, in the presence
of Madam Hu, to make that lady a-

- pair of satin uppers for shoes as

good as those that she had dared
to take for her own use from madam
the day before yesterday, where-
upon a noisy quarrel had arisen.

Early the next day Lu Mu-yu
came. He had twenty-one votes.
He asked Hu Kuo-kwang to ex-

. change a vote,

I have already found out that
we're allowed to exchange votes in
the election,” said he in high

- spirits.

The first election of the executive
committee of the town trade as-
sociation took place in the afternoon
at the town headqlnrtera of the
party; which had been the old town
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hall. The three people nominated
by thetown headquarters of the
party were passed without excep-
tion, and afterwards began the free
voting, which resulted thus:

Lu Mu-yu was elected by 21

‘votes, and Hu Kuo-kwang by 20

votes. |

The former had only got 21 votes,
for he had unluckily lost one; Hu
Kuo-kwang had gnt another vote

~ just before the election.

Lin Tzu-chung, the representa-
tive of the town headquarters of
the party, had hardly stepped on

‘to the platform and was about to

give instructions, when a voice came
from the assemblage,

““Hu Kuo-kwang, another name
of Hu Kuo-fu, is one of the debased
gentry of our town! One of the
debased gentry! Cance his mem-
bership of the committeel”

QUIZ

L o o o

State?

Which is correct, milk cow or milch cow?
‘What is the Flying Dutchman?
' Does dickens refer to Charles Dickens?
May the President and Vice President of the U.S. be from the same

5. Whyiu_nql_djohcalleda.!ioe Miller?
(Answers will be found on page 15)
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MALTREATED IDIOMS AND WRONG

CONSTRUCTIONS

Careless Constructions

From mere want of thought a writer or a speaker wifl often
fall into carelessness of expression. - The passer-by who was heard

to say. ‘‘This house was hardly entered before it was finished,”
meant of course tha_f the house was hardly finished before it was
entered. Note the jumble of ideas in the following:

1. [ neorrect:

Correct:

2. Incorrect:

Correct:

3. Incorrect:

Correct:

4. Incorrect:

Correct:

5. Incorrect:

Correct:

He is grateful to me for a heavy loss that I saved
him from.

He is gratéful to me for saving him from a heavy
loss.

The proverb says that before you look do not leap.
The proverb says that you should not leap till you
have looked. (You should look before you leap.)

This door is requested to be kept shut.
It ts requested that this door be kept shut.

You must do it the same as I did it,
You must do it ¢n the same way as 1T did it.

Dorothy’s absence was requiréd to look after her
sick mother.

Dorothy was absent because she was required to look

after her sick mother.
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6. Inmcorrect: 1 think it may benefit your health by taking a
glass of water before meals.
Correct: 1 think it may benefit vour health fo take a glass of
| water before meals,

7. Imcorrect: The wife’s disloyalty was strongly suspected by
the husband.
Correct:  The wife’s loyalty was strongly su5pected by the
husband; or
The wife was strongly suspected of disloyaltv by the
husband.

8. Incorrect: This popular author has never falled to create a
story without interest,
Correct:  This popular author has never created a story
without interest.

9. [Incorrect: The committee requests subscriptions to be paid to

the treasurer,
Correct:  The committee requested that subscription be patd
to the treasurer.

10. Incorrect: The greater the crowd, the larger space is required.
Correct:  The greater the crowd, the larger the space that s
~ required,

Answers to ‘It Pays to Increase Your Word Power”

1D . 8—A M. 15—D E#.
2—B RiEan. g—A Bz 16—B HIREERE
3—C ¥k 10-D BEcK. 17—B BN
4—A B, IT—A B, 2. 18—D 4P,
5—A WK L. 12—C FRFHE. 19—C  BES.
6—B ENHK. 13—A Wi 20—D BIBRA.

7—D mh3. 14—B HRE.
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ANSWERS TO QUIZ on page 12

Although milk cow is widely used, especially by farmers and farm writers,
dictionaries usually do not recoéniz’e milk in the sense of the adjective
milch, which means giving milk or kept for milking purposes. There is
a difference in usage even in the departments of the Government. In
1926 A.B. Nystrom, dairy husbandman in the Department of Agricul-
ture, wrote: ‘‘Concerning the use of the words milk and milch, I wish
to state that so far as 1 am able to ascertain the word milk is used in
place of milch in all Department publications. This change dates back
about six or seven years, and while it has not been officially adopted, so
far as can be determined, it is now gene_rally understood that milk is to
be wsed in preference to the adjective milch”. 1In 1926 the Government
Printing Office wrote: < This office has not adopted milk to the exclu-
sion of milch where the form is milch cow, and as a matter of fact we dd
not know of any authority for the use of mild cow. Miich is used in
Government Printing Office publications unless specific instructions are
given to the,contrary'."

This is the name of a legendary phantom ship which was formerly be-
lieved to haunt the seas around the Cape of Good Hope. It was regarded
as an ill omen to see this specter ship. There are many versions of the
legend. Sir Walter Scott-says that originally the Flying Dutchman was
laden with a cargo of precious metals. A foul murdér was committed on
board and a plague broke out among the sailors, after which no port would
allow the vessel to enter, thus condemning it to be tossed upon the waves
forever like a ghost. The most usual Yqﬁaininf.-the legend, however, is
as follows: The vessel started to round the Cape of Good Hope during
one of those terrific storms for which that region of the earth is notori-
ous. The crew begged the Dutch. captain, half crazed by drink, detgk-
mined to proceed. A mutiny followed, but he suppressed it by putting
the nnglba.dérs to death, Then the Holy Ghost, in the form of the light'
of St. Eimo, appeared at the masthead and warned him to desist, He
drew his pistol and fired at the light. The pistol exploded, shattering
his band and pamlyzmg his arm. Wild with rage the captain cnraed
the Creator ahd swore that he would continue to round the cape against
the wind if it took until the crack of doom. Providence, says the
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Tegend, took the blasphemous captain at his word, and to this day the
phantom ship may be seen sailing against the wind in a vain effort to
couble the Cape of Good Hope. The Dutch, German and English ver-
sions of the legend are substantially the same, except that each country
identifies the captain of the Flying Dutchman as a dJ:Eerent person.

3. The word dickens, used as an interjectional expressxon signifying aston-
ishment, impatience or irritation, is in no way related to the name of
Charles Dickens. the famous novelist. ‘It was used by Shakespeare
more than two centuries before Dickens was born. In The Merry Wives
of Windsor Mrs Page says: ‘I cannot tell what the dickens his name
is my husband had him of.” Dickens_is probably no more than a
euphimism for dence or devil, which have the same initial letter.

4. Itisnot true, as often supposed, that the President and - the Vice Pre-
sident of the United States cannot Constitutionally be residents of the
same State. The Twelfth Amendment to the Constitution says ir
part: ‘“‘The electors shall meet in their respective State, and vote by
ballot for President and Vice Presicent, one of whom, at least, shall not
be an inhabitant of the same State with themselves.”” No party has
ever nominated candidates for President and Vice President from the
same State, ahd obwously it would be unwise to do so, because the
electors from that State could vote for only one of them, even if the
party carried the State. But the electors from all the other States
could vote for both born in Virginia, were elected President and Vice
President, respectively, but Harrison was at that time a resident of
Ohio. |

5. A stale story or ‘worn-out joke is called a Joe Miller after Joseph (or
Josias) Miller, an English actor who.was born in 169z, If'is said that
among the habitues of the coffeehouses which Miller .ﬁ'eq-uented he was
famous for his jokes and witty sayings. Although so far as known
Miller never wrote a single joke, the year after his death-—-1739—an
“actor named John Mottley brought out a book entitled Joe Miller's
Jests, or Wits Vade Mecum. It consisted of a collection of old and con-
temporary jokes and witticisms, many if which were rather crude and
coarse. Only three stories in the entire collection were told of Miller.
His name was used in the txtle merely because it was thought that his
reputation as a humorist would make the book popular. Thns it canie
about, somewhat nnjustly, that Joe Mﬂler’a name became -associated
with- stale jokes.
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BELINDA. 1

(An April Folly in Three Acts)
By A. A. MiLNE

¥ A B
Z BB
CACT I

BELINDA and TREMAYNE come in from the library.

EI SN g S THAE MR R, -

~ BELINDA (as he opens the door). Thank you. I don’t think it’s
unkind to leave him, do you? He seemed quite happy. @

EIHE (EMPHFIRER). #aHr. HBERIHCM—MA REBE, 73‘?7

FHE? R EOREET.
TREMAYNE. I shouldn’t have been happy if we'd stayed.

HEN. BRERMREEPINE, R—2RBT AW,

BELINDA (going fo the sofa and putting her feet up). Yes, but I was
really thinking of Mr. BAXTER.

HWE (RN RHE, iﬂﬂﬁr.l:.:‘&) B, R M“’Elﬁﬁﬂﬁ.ﬁ#
XEND.

TrREMAYNE. Not of me?

HEN. 18%?

BELINDA. Well, I thought it was Mr. BAXTER’S turn. Poor man,
he’s had a disappointment lately.

Elﬂ %, RETETIBEERPPTEETY. THRA, blE
HT RO,

TREMAYNE (eagerly). A dlsappomtment?

ln (). —FRBEE?

BeLaNpA. Yes, he thought I was=Syounger than 1 was,

B, 0, BUBRE—HRRENEEEENS.
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TREMAYNE (smiling to himself). How old are you, BELINDA?

WA (HRRR). BSIRT? BB

BELINDA (dropping her eyes). Twenty-two. (After a pause) He
thought I was eighteen. Such a disappointment!

Bk (BURER). -+ (Bf) BUERITARR SEXY
BY—F .

TREMAYNE (smiling openly at her). BELINDA, how old are you?

WEH (AFPENERAR) BHBE 75 LT ?

BELINDA. Just about the right age, Mr. ROBINSON.

FIBikE. TR WA, REgts.

TrREMAYNE. The right age for what?

BEF. —RESRMTERER’

BELINDA. For this sort of conversation.

FHUE, EARREIEErR .

TREMAYNE. Shall I tell you how old you are?

MEN., BEABRAAREFURYGAENR?

BeLinpA. Do you mean in figures or—poetically?

Bk R R RKNM AT, BRNEN?

TREMAYNE. I meant—

HEN. REOEBRR—

BELINDA. Mr. DEVENISH said I was as old as the—now, I must

- get this the right way round—as old as the—

BEE. MR BREARLEAT—RERLBILBARE—ER
F— |

TreMAYNE, I don’t want to talk about Mr. DEVENIsH.

WEH. +X Eﬁ&‘ﬁ'ﬁ&ﬁ*&ﬁﬂfﬁ B

BELINDA (with a sigh). Nobody ever does—except Mr. DEVENISH
As old as the stars, and as young as the dawn. (Sdamg herself
cosily) I think that’s rather a nice age to be, don’t you?

TR (). 2H ABERIB—RTRCRBAERAS. HER
REZW, RPEAW (FRASE) RARRAE—RERE BN
4, IR
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TREMAYNE. A very nice age to be.

MEH. BRI — AR BAYER.

BELINDA. It’s a pity he’s throwrn me over for DELIA; 1 shall miss
that sort of thing rather. You don’t say those sort of things
about yout aunt-in-law—not so often. | -

FIBRE. BT RGN, ERINN, ERELFTHNE, RN
SH—FUEE. . RE AT AN — R RO R — BRE T —F )
A @R RREN.

TREMAYNE (eagerly). He really is in love with Miss RoBINSON?

WED (). MRsEEREENMETE?

BELinpA, Oh yes. 1 expect he is out in the moonlight with her

now, comparing her to Diana.

VigkiE. W, B8y, RAMIRATRGEER T, S S,

TreMAYNE. Well, that accounts for hfm. Now what about
BAXTER.

AN, 88, HMELLGREAM. BREN BIw BAE L ERe?

BerLixpa. I thought I told you. Deeply disappointed to find that
I was four years older than he expected, Mr. BAXTER hurned
from the drawing-room and buried himself in a column of the
"Encyclopaed'ia Britannica.”

FHGE. REBRESTERT. BFEREEERRT RIEHFERS
FREAMRARSER, THEREXET. MSICEMTEE BaS
B —-BAXTH 2T RITNET. |

TREMAYNE. . Well, that settles BAXTER. Are there any more men
in the neighbourhood? -

AR, N, BEF AR RNT. ERILREINGEAR?

BEuxm (shaking her head). Isn’t it awful? I've only had those
two for the last three weeks,

HIsE (5). ESEMYY  ARLSHND, RIERITERA,
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(TREMAYNGE sifs on the back of the sofa and books down at her.)

(MFE LA ERE -, BTRE)

TREMAYNE. BELINDA.

WEW. BBE

BELINDA.  Yes, Henry?

HIE. B, ¥R

TREMAYNE. My name is John.

HFEE. SuATUHE.

BELINDA. Well, you never told me. I had to guess. Everybody
thinks they can call me BELINDA without giving me the least idea
what their own names are. You were saying, John?

HHGE. B, (MEBRRAERER. RMRFEEE. E-RAREEMR
17T LUK R R A AR, (BEER R SRR A PR .
VRRIEAT I, #95m 7

TREMAYNE. My friends call me Jack,

MEN. BB RAET. |

BeLiNDA. Jack RoBinson. That's the man who always goes
away so quickly. I hope you're making more of a stay?

EWE. BRARE, T REERY TR AN, FeL
{FRESR R X B BT

TREMAYNE. Oh, you maddening, maddening woman!

WEE. BIRBERTERNLTA |

BELINDA, Well, I have to keep the conversation going. You do
nothing but say ‘‘BELINDA."” | |

EE. %, ROLBRIIORETENT . FRTT FEE] 25,
B BRI,

TREMAYNE (laking her hand). Have you ever loved anybody seri+

| _oi:sly,' BELINDA? |

WEN (WTHNT). FRSEXIREMA?
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BELINDA. I don’t ever do anything very seriously. The late Mg, |
TREMAYNE, my first husband—Jack—Isn’t it-funny, Ais name
was Jack-—he used to complain about it too sometimes.

FIE. FNREMEHRAHEN. BRINEENEE, RS
—HXX BRI, AT DR R — AR T

| BERRGTHIR B

TREMAYNE (with convittion). Silly ass!

WFH (AFEMR). ER!

BeLINDA. I think you are a little hard on the late Mr. TREMAYNE

EIBGE. SRGRHREIMERNEE, XFEET.

TREMAYNE. Has he been dead long?

HEH. RTRMEBFERRAT?

BELINDA. Dead to me.

HIHE. WAR, MRAFET.

TREMAYNE. You quarrelled?

MEW. HFEDTR?

BELINDA, Yes. It was his fault entirely.

SE T TURE SN T

TREMAYNE. I'm sure it was.

MED. RN EILAMAE.

BeLiNDA. How sweet of you to say that!

BHNE. (RRERERGRANYD. |

TREMAYNE. BELINDA, I want you to marry me and forget about
him.

HEN. GKE RERRRR, HRLET.

BELINDA (happily to herself). This is the proposal that those lamb -
cutlets interrupted this morning.

EIHE (RENE A BELMEORREE, 2R, FREBEny
PRI T .

TREMAYNE. BELINDA, I Jpve you—do you understand?

X, ARE, REF—IRTEE?
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BELINDA. Suppose my first husband turns up suddenly like—
like E. A.? |
FIRkE, SR *ﬁi‘i’&fﬂﬁ&ﬂf&——ﬁE A, —#, BZHE T %?
TREMAYNE Like'who?
MEE. M
BELINDA. Well, like anybody.
FIEREE. o, B A,

TREMAYNE. He won’t—I know he won’t. Don’t you love me

~ enough to risk it, BELINDA?

HEH. RIER—FMEMTER. BEGERO0, TBEGE
—FheHs, F1skE?

BeLINDA. Thaven’t really said I love you as all yet.

HME, PR MRS F IR,

TREMAYNE. Well, say it now. (BELINDA looks at him, and then
down again.) You do! Well, I'm going to have a kiss, anyway.
(He comes round the sofa and Risses her quickly.) Therel

WEDN. N WERE. (SHICEREM, OWBOEREN) FtM!l %,
B, REBRMR—TF. (RREIDRBE, RiaSiE) 15!

BeLINDA. O-oh! The late Mr. TREMAYNE never did that.

WER. W EIEReVERES, RABHEANE.

TREMAYNE.—I have already told you that he was a silly ass,
(Sitting down on the sofa) BELINDA—

BED. HOBETEY, 2+ R, (SEPR L) AHE—

BELINDA. Yes, Henry—I mean, Jack?

EIBGE. 2, FR—aRER, Atk

TREMAYNE. Do you know who I am? (He s thoroughty enjoying
the surprise he is about to give her. )

MR, %m&:&#ﬁ’ (mﬂmﬂﬁM)
(To be conchldd)
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ABANDONED

BY SHOLOM AscH
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When Burih awoke he heard the
baby crying, so with eyes still closed
he called to his wife: “Golda! the
brat! is bawling.”

Golda did not answer. He looked

“around and noticed that she wasn’t
in the house. He was rather sur-
prised, but he thought: She must
have gone to wash herself. He took
a piece of linen and stuck it into

the infant’s mouth to stop its-
wailing.? Then he started to dress.

While thus occupied,® he began
to figure how much he’d* be able
to “land’’® for the silver candle-
sticks he; had- “lifted”® from the
Zhobliner house; On *the impulse
of the moment? he climbed up into
the attic to examine ‘“the goods™.
They were gone! He rummaged®
about everywhere. . .Gone!

Quickly clambering down again
he hastened over to where his wifes
~ things hung, and tore away the
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sheet covering them. They too
. .Only then did it begin

were gonel .
to dawn® on him that she had run
away.

With whom?. .

With Shloima Shlosser? ..... or
Hayim'll Goob?..

“Well. . .let her run,—and be
damned to her!...Who *th’ hell!?
cares? ” he said to himself with

forced!! unconcern, spitting on the
walls “That’s a nice how-d-ye-
do!'?. ..Ha-ha-ha-ha...”

He glanced at the baby.

‘““But what’s!® te be done with
the damned brat?’’ he murmured

to himself reflectively. “If I only
knew where she is I'd!* leave it
right in front of her door...Take
it!...it's yours!”

An evil thought suddenly flashed
through his mind, causing him to
grow pale, and bite his upper lip,
while his hands trembled. He
approached the infant, -which lay
uncovered, its dirty rag of a blanket
kicked aside, its hands stuffed into
its mouth, smiling vaguely into
‘empty space...The shape of its

o MWNIE.

do you do. 13. =whatis.

10. w=the hell (RN 215
14. =1 wonid,

PAREZE LEIRYE|AI. ‘EFHLTR
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* mouth reminded him of some one.. ..
was it an old acquaintance?...He
couldn’t rightly remember. . .

He turned away from the child,
put on his hat hurriedly, and went
out, locking the door behind him.
He walked on aimlessly, but *with
no peace of mind'S...The baby's
cries kept ringing in his ears, as if

it were calling to him...In fancy"

he could see it before hiny, kicking
its little legs about, wailing franti-
cally...Nol he must turn back...
“Oh! if I ¢ould *get a-hold!s of her
now!’’ he thought to himself, “I’d
nab her by the throat and choke
her!...choke her till her tongue
stuck out, damn her!” |

He entered a bakery, bought a
roll,1?” and went back to the house.

The baby lay as before, uncovered,

but smiling.

“Devil take the brat! helooks
 comfortable enough, the little
cuss.”’’®, . .And he left the house
again. But he couldn’t make him-
self walk on. All the time!? he
fancied he heard the little one
wailing. ..and it ‘'made him  feel
such a gnawing anguish at heart. ..

15. OWFE. 16, =getLold of. 17

&« 8 #
B, . R— M AR
M TERMEET ...
HUNSER, AR Ay
VET-, FEHUK, ELEM,

5

- BUmERGE, ERCHAE...... |

BT 50 2E — T Ze i HE 3K £k
W, RTT WM. ... MR
HREETUBNILT, R
BRLE, BIEARR.... T
JEE L ... A, (WL F

RERERINYIE, BESHS

WIS EITER! ......— ST

- BT S Ik, B!

Mot —Rma)E, RT—1%

%A, BIHRE.)..... A
RAHA. (BRAT LTS SR
£, REERINELST
5. A AR R L T
- SR

AN 15 (M) MR 19 B9



26

He clinched® his fists and re-
turned to the house. Now the
baby was crying with a prolongedi"
wail, ‘“Mam-m-m-ma!. .Mam-m-
m-mal...”

“Your mamma, eh? Thebrat!...
Go and look for your precious
mamma—nplague*? take her!”

He took the child in his arms.
It nestled? up to him, seeking
something eagerly with its little
lips.

““Blast her ugly soul,” he kept
on cursing, while he patted the
infant’s cheek and body. “Don’t
cry, Shloimal. .. bé_' quiet now. . .be
quiet, I beg you.”

The baby continued to seek with
its little mouth, waved its hands
about, and nodded its head, as-if

*on the point of* speaking. He.
drew it closer to him, *at the same

time? Jooking about for some milk.
He found a little on the stove, and
soaked some of the roll in it. Then
he began to feed the baby with
a spoon, talking to it meanwhile,
in a géntlef voice. .. Eat, sonny,
eat. .. Your mother—devil take her
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—has deserted you...Even a dog
doesn’t abandon its young...She’s
- worse than a dog...Don't cry...
No, I won't?®* abandon you...*on
my word of honor,#” 1 won’t.”

When the baby had quieted
down, he wrapped it in a cloth,
and took it into the street.

His presence in the market-place
created quite a stir, Burih Kulock
witha baby!. ..From his ‘“'stand”,
Kradnick called out: ‘‘Hey, Ku-
lock! where did you get the kid? ™

Kradnick’s wife got up excitedly,

_and hurried up to the baby with
~open arms, She wiped her face
with her apron several times out
of sheer gladness...laughed, and
slapped the tiny urchin®® on the
buttocks,30

“Is he yours, Kulock? Well, T

never!. . .Look at his little eyes,. . .
if he don’t look just like Marina!, ..
- her nose—exXactly! as I live! What
a jewel of a lad!...Give him to
me!...” She took the baby from
him, and bounced it *up and
down.® “Thére!. ..there!...You
little rascal.”  (T'o be concluded)
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HOW I LEARN MY ENGLISH

By Waxg I-tinG

It is 36 years since I began to learn my English. As I look
back these 36 vears, which have passed like a watch in the night,
a flood of memories come to my mind. First and foremost, I must
confess that I did not make much progress, partly owing to my
stupidity and partly owing to the manner in which I was taught..
It is perhaps not too much for me to say that at least half of my
time at middle school had been wasted in memorizing the rules of
grammar and in trying to diagrammatizing the sentences. It is of
course useless for me to weep over the spilt milk, and I must let
the by-gones be by-gones.

This is a memorable event. I remember one bright December
Sunday morning when [ was crossing the *Yung River! in a ferry
boat with the Bible under my arm, I met a Dr. Sugg, a *Church
Mission Society? doctor.- As he and I were the only passengers

-on the boat, we began to fall into conversation, in the course of
which he dropped this remark: ‘“We British do not regard Amer-
ican English as English”, seeing that I was a graduate and teacher
of *Ningpo Middle School,® a school run by American Baptist
and Presbyterian Missions, That remark of his had a dramatic
effect on me, for from that time onward I decided to drop the
English I learned from my American teachers, and to learn every-
where I can, English.

The book that has helped me most is the Authonsed Version
of the English Bible, which is a well of pure English undefiled, =

I have been reading, marking, and learning the Book of books,
for the last 20 years, though the process of my inward digestion

~will require many years to come,
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Next to the Bible, Fowler’s *Concise Oxford Dictionary* and
Modern English Usage have been of infinite help to me. I often
say to myself that these three books have taught me much more
English than my four and half a years of college education at
Nanking.

I read the English periodicals that I can lay hands on,
Whenever I come across a good passage, I usually read it more
than twice and copy it down. Whenever I come acrqss a Biblical
phrase, quotation, or allusion, I must try to find the references in
the Concordance.® That has been my hobby for the last 16 or 17
years,

I am an early riser. - If I do not *get out of bed on the wrong
side,® I often read slowly and loudly the *Book of Common Prayer’
and the Holy Bible, in order to get the rhythm out of my readings.
Dear Readers, I do not count myself to have masteredsthe English
language; nay, I have a very long, long way to go to. *“But one
thing I do, forgetting the things which are behind, and stretching
forth to the things which are before.’’8 |

4 MAERFR. 5 BTk 6 METHE. 7 oMK 8 ERD
& BHaW FHRHILZRTZ). | .

M‘MWW\W
ASK AND IT SHALL BE GIVEN!

When one of his favorite servants announced wedding
plans, Alfred B. Nobel, the fabulously wealthy Swedish
chemist, asked her what she would like for a wedding
present. “I have decided on what I would like, sir,” she
replied, ““but I doubt whether I can get it.”

: “Nonsense,”” said Nobel, - “Tell me what itis. I told
‘you to ask for whatever you wished.”
“Well, sir,” stammered the servant, *will you give me

‘your income for one day? "’ |
Klfred B. Nobel did. And the check he made out was

-‘ for $28.000!
- -'-jbh#: N. Markis
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WORLD AFFAIRS
Molotov Ready To Reveal Disposition Of Troops

The Soviet Union is ready to accept the American proposal! -
stq:»uld.tmg2 that every country should supply information?® regard-
ing foreign troops stationed on its own temtory, *Soviet Foreign
Minister Vyacheslav M. Molotov* declared in the *U.N. Political
and Securlty Committee® on November 2o. :

The Soviet delegation moved® a resolution slightly different
from that of the American delegation, but similar on the essential
points. -
According to the Soviet proposal, the *U.N. Assembly” should
recommend to the *Security Council,® that the U.N. be asked to
supply within one month all information regarding the strength and
position of U.N. forces stationed in *non-enemy territories,®

M. Medetov declared furthermore that the presence of Soviet
troops in Poland was necessary to preserve communications with
Germanv, “Great Britain and the United States, on the contrary,”
he said ‘‘keep troops throughout the world and some nations are
now said to be *coveting the Arctic.”’10

Anglo-U.S. Agreement For Economic Zone Merger

Britain and the United States today signed a bilateral! pact
for *an economic merger!? of their *zones of occupation'$ in Ger-
many designed to make the territory "‘self-sustalmng“ within three

ears.
¥ The action came at the end of prolonged negotiations in Ger-
many, Washington and New York. The agreement was signed by
#U.S. Secretary of State James F. Byrnes and Bntlsh Forelgn
Minister Ernest Bevin,!®

Details were kept secret pending the presentation of the terms
to the *British House of Commons!® on December 4 afternoon.
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UN Showdown On Franco Spain Neay

The United Nations neared a showdawn!? on Spain, as speaker
after speaker denounced *Gen. Francisco Franco as a fascist dicfrom
tator and demanded action to help remove his regime'® power.

It was agreed Franco must go. The issue® is how best to do
it, as the Political Security Committee neared a vote on a resolution
for submission to the General Assembly.

Netherlands Five Pownt Programme

A five point foreign policy programme of the *Netherlands
Government® was descnbed by *well-informed quarters? on
November 30:

:I—The Netherlands *arc opposed to? the dwxsxon of Europe
into two *opposing blocs?! which would deepen present divergences.”

z—Germany must be disarmed for 25 years in accordance with
the U.S. plan but her economy must be restored in the meantime
<o as to promote the well-being® of Europe, in general, and the
Netherlands in particular.

3—Close cooperation should be established with Belgium??
including a customs union and contacts kept regarding the German
problem.

4——The Netherlands should participate in *the occupation of
-Germany?® in 1947 provided that they have sufficient forces avail-
able,

5—Diplomatic relations should not be broken off with Franco
Spain, as such a step would be contrary to Dutch® interests.

Belgain Elections
Five and a half million Belgians® are going to the pollss
on November 24 in the first Belgian municipal elections since 1938.
Belgian women voters, who *out-number men by 150,000,%
AR haung their first say in the *country’s affairs® since the war—
they are not enfranchlsed’“ fqr general elections,
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Legislative Yuan Ratifies Draft Constitution

China’s much-discussed draft constitution, revised in-accord-
ance with the *P.C.C.3 resolutions and approved by the *Standing
Committees of the Kuomintang Party® and of the *Supreme
National Defence Councils? last Wednesday, was passed on Novem-
ber afternoon by the *Legislative Yuan"“3 without a single change
in the text, ‘

* In the course of its meeting the Legislative Yuan also approved,
after two readings, the law on the *reorganization of the Executive
Yuan® This law, likewise passed by the two standing committees
last Wednesd y, brings the total number of Yuan ministries to 18,
and provides in addition for 5 to 7 ministers without portfolio*
within the framework of the Executive Yuan.

Although the Legislative Yuan regulations stipulate the
necessity of two readings, the draft constitution was passed after
the first reading by unanimous acclamation*! of the 60 legislators,
present. .

Propose New Currency For China

Mote than 100 delegates of the *National Assembly,*? including
influential Kuomintang member *Liang Han-chou® *(Minister of
Information* during the war), *Chen Kuo-fu, Chang Chi and Tsou
Lu,* submitted a *written proposall® to the National Assembly
‘on November 29 for the addition of one more article of the draft
constitution stipulating that China adopts a *monetary system*’ on
the basis of Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s doctrine on currency.

They advanced*® three reasons to support the proposal:

* Dr. Sun, in a télegram to the nation in the first year of
the Chmese Republic, said that China’s financial difficulties can be
dissolved only through a “monetary revolution.”
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2. Impor’tant factors of economics are commodities, labour
and money. While the first two factors were dealth with in the
draft constitution, the problem of currency was not touched upon.

3. To meet actual requirements in present day China’s
economic field,

They proposed an adoption of a new national currency which
would be based neither on gold nor silver but would be backed up
by government property and individual income as reserve.* |

Dr. Sun’s proposal urged ‘‘the deprecmtlon of gold and silver
“to the status of ordinary commodities.”” He argued that the supply
of gold and silver is limited and if the nation’s currency is based
on either of the two metals, their demand, and supply will inevitably
effect the currency’s purchasing power and consequently the
stability of the market.”

49. ﬁﬁa.
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