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HINTS FOR JANUARY.

FLOWER GARDEN AND PLEASURE
‘ GROUNDS.

Now that our old list of Southern subscribers
is beginning to swell to the dimensions it had
reached before the war, we begin to feel the dif-
ficulties we formerly experienced in making these
monthly hints prove acceptable to all our rea-
ders. Now, for instance, while they are planting
peas and potatoes in South Carolina, we are only
Jjust having our winter’s frost commencing. We
have therefore again to revert to the rule with
which we started these Hints in the Monthly,
namely, as nearly as possible confine ourselves to
principles. 'We cannot of course do this without
some practical illustrations, but if the readers
remembers that all these refer to the course of
things through the Middle States, there will be
no difficulty in making such allowances for cli-
mate north and south of this line, as will render
the hints, it is hoped, valuable to all our readers
in a greater or less degree.

‘We have said in former volumes, how much
interest a few changes annually made in the mi-
nor details of a flower garden give to ones
grounds. It is aswell to think of these now, and
plan them before hand.

80 many new and useful hints for flower-gar-
den details have appeared through our last year’s
volume, that our readers will, many of them, be
prepared at once with plans of improvement.
Ribbon flower-beds, peculiar for massing ; im-
proved forms of flower-beds, or their change of po-
gition to other parts of the lawn or grounds ; the
introduction of vases, arbors or trellises for climb-
ing vines,—adding a clump of shrubbery here,or
removing one there. All these and many other
hints for improvement which we have suggested
in our pages, should now be reviewed, and put
into shape for execution the moment theapproach-
ing season favors. No matter how small the
flower-garden may be, the aim should be to im-
prove a8 we go, and make each season’s garden
look better than the last. We never see a ‘‘fin

ished place,” but we know instinctively that ths
owners take no pleasure in it. Such persons feel
they must ‘ keep up appearances ;”’ duty requires
them to ‘‘look so tidy,” and family honor de-
mands that some  pride be taken in thé place.”
Hence the money must be spent,—not exactly
grudgingly, but yet with a species of wish that
their position in society would demand less of
them. We know from the experiences of various
parties who have been ¢ reformed from the error
of this way, that a desire to improve gives the
owner of the oldest and most stately establish-
ment & pleasure in its management, which it is
almost impossible for him to conceive at the
outset.

The actual operations in this department will
be confined to preparing soils, manures and other
items, for early spring work.

GREENHOUSE AND PLANT CABINETS.

Many of our readers have only a few window
plants. These are often kept too warm, too wet,
have too little sun light, and have too many in-
sects. In towns in addition to all these, they
have often too much of the fumes of burning gas.
Leaks or escapes from the gas pipe is a well
known injury to plants, but it is not so well
known that plants suffer, though in a less degree,
from the common burning of coal gas. The trou-
ble with most room cultivators is to know when
plants get too much attention. Too much insects
is easily known, one—a single one—is by far too
many. We still think there is nothing like coal
oil to destroy all kinds of insects. A very little
—just enough to make a colored scum on the sur-
face of a tub_of water is enough, andin this the in-
sect covered plant may be dipped, inverting the
pot and plunging only the plant, and not the pot
of course. If too much oil is used the plant may be
injured. Too wet is when a plant seldom gets
dry—a healthy plant should get dry, and have
light dry looking surface soil, every two or three
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days, a8 to heat a.temperature of about 55° or 60°
is best for room plants, below that they do not
flower freely, above they grow weak, especially
if they have not a great deal of sunlight. Indeed
heat should be in proportion to direct sun light
on the plants.

Roses, when ithey are forced, do much better
when the pots are plunged in some damp mate-
rial. 'When no better plan offers, they may be
set inside of a larger pot, with moss between the
space around. .All plants that come into flower
through winter should have those positions afford-
ed them that have the most sunlight, especially
the early morning light.

Ferneries are now so deservedly popular, that
we must have a word to say for them at times,
though their management is 8o simple, there is
little one cam say. Itis probably their ease of
management, and the great results obtained for
the little outlay of care, that has rendered them
so popular. Itshould not, however, be forgotten
that the cases in'which they are enclosed is not
to keep out the air, but to keep in the moisture,
as ferns will not thrive in the dry atmosphere of
heated rooms. A few minutes’ airing every day
will, therefore, be of great benefit to them. De-
cayed wood, (not pine), mixed with about half its
bulk of fibrous soil of any kind, and a very small
proportion (say a tenth of the bulk) of well-rotted
stable-manure, makes a good compost. Most
kinds particularly like well-drained pots. This
is usually effected by filling a third of the pots
in which the ferns are to grow with old pots bro-
ken in pieces of about half an inch square, on
which a thin layer of moss is placed, before filling
the pots, to keep out the soil from choking the
drainage.

Many very pretty ferneries are made up entirely
of native ferns, some species of which are within
the reach of every one. Of the exotic ones, how-
ever, that are now general in most florists’ estab-
lishments, and are remarkable for their elegance
and beauty, we may name Selaginellas (formerly
Lycopodiums) 8. stolonifera, 8. densa, 8. Merten-
sii, 8. denticulata, S. cordifolia, 8. flabellaris,
Adiantum concinnum, A, pubescens, A. cunea-
tum ; Pteris longifolia, P. serrulata, P. hastata ;
Polypodium Sieboldii, P. glaucum ; Doodia cau-
data, Gymnogramma chrysophylla, Platyloma
rotundifolia, Nothocleena nivea, Pteris geranii-
folia, Hemionites palmata. This will form a good
and easily obtained collection to commence with.
Ferns are easily raised from seed. Shallow pans

of very sandy soil should be procured and filled
within an inch of the rim. The seed, which is
obtained from the brown lines or spots (called by
botanists, Sporangia) on the under surface of most
mature fronds, should be sown on the surface of
the soil, well watered with a very fine rose, win-
dow-glass placed closely over the pans, to keep in
the moisture and keep out small insects, and the
pan themselves set in a heat of about 50°, when
the spores will germinate in about two months.

Where the air is dry, if rooms or greenhouses,
frequent syringings are of much benefit to plants.
Besides, cleanliness keeps down insects and checks
disease in plants as in animals. Most old fash-
ioned lady gardeners (and may we ever bless them
for the many lessons they have taught us!) take
every opportunity to set their window-plants out
of doors whenever a warm shower happens to oc-
cur. In winter a rain at a temperature of 40° or
45°, which often occurs, might be called a ‘ warm
shower.”” Cold water does not have half the in-
jurious effect on plants that cold air has. When
plants get accidentally frozen, the best remedy in
the world is to dip them at once in cold water and
set them in the shade to thaw.

It is better to keep in heat in cold weather by
covering, where possible, than to allow it to escape,
calculating to make it good by fire-heat, which is,
at best, but a necessary evil. Where bloom is in
demand, nothing lest than 55° willaccomplish the
object ; though much above that is not desirable,
except for tropical hot-house plants. Where these
plants are obliged to be wintered in a common
greenhouse, they should be kept rather dry, and
not be encouraged much to grow, or they may rot
away.

After Cyclamens have done blooming, it is
usual at this season, to dry them off'; but we do
best with them by keeping ‘them growing till
spring, then turning them out in the open bor-
der, and re-pot in August for winter flowering.

Mignonette is much improved by occasional
waterings with liquid-manure.

In managing other plants, where there are seve-
ral plants or varieties of one species, and command
of different temperatures, it is a common plan to
bring some forward a few weeks earlier than
others in the higher heat, thus lengthening the
season of bloom. This applies particularly to
camellias and azalias ; the former are however,
not so easily forced as the latter, being liable to
drop their buds, unless care be taken to regulate
the increased temperature gradually.
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COMMUNICATIONS.

WELL-TESTED EVERGREENS.
BY JOSIAH HOOPES.

Read before the Penna. Hort. Society, Nov., 5 *67.

In my remarks this evening, I do not propose
to offer any new theory for your consideration,
and I may well doubt having any additional facts
to lay before you, in connection with the sub-
ject of ¢ Well-tested Evergreens.” But asevery
one who has been engaged in the cultivation of
the soil, must necessarily gain many little items
of experience, the writer as an humble co-labor-
er in the study of horticulture, trusts he too
may have gained some little practical knowledge
in the pursuit ; but whether of sufficient impor-
tance to impart unto others, is for his audience to
judge. Theterm *‘ well-tested’” admits of several
constructions. What may prove entirely hardy
in a light, well-drained soil, frequently languishes
on the heavy clay of an adjoining lawn.
And again, some conifers will flourish in a pro-
tected situation, which will not survive the first
winter in an open exposure on the same grounds.
Some species also prefer a moist atmosphere,
without regard comparatively to the severity of
our winters, whilst others prefer the air to be
rather dry and warm. The true meaning of the
term ‘‘well-tested,” should only be applied to
those species which have been thoroughly tried
in every possible situation, and for a sufficient
term of years to enable us to judge of their true
character. Thus, we have many excellent ever-
greens that have proven of great value wherever
tried, although sufficient attention has not becn
given them in all sections of the country to enable
us to record their success without extenuating
circumstances.

In the comparative graces of the Coniferce, we
again find a dissimilarity ofopinion—some planters
admiring the peculiar character of an individual
tree, whilst others depreciate it in equally strong
terms. We cannot, therefore, establish any un-
deviating rules for regulating beauty, nor can we
decide what one tree is the most appropriate for
every situation. The law that governs the pictu-
resque and the beautiful are so widely divergent,
that although our great horticultural leaders in
tasteful planting have endeavored to point out
the proper course for us to pursue, we yet find
too many obstacles to surmount before we can
reconcile these conflicting opinions to our own
satisfaction.

Commencing with the Pine-family proper, we
have the largest genus belonging to the order.
It, however, embraces very many species that
are entirely too tender for our northern climate,
and notwithstanding the great beauty of such, it
is needless to cultivate them with the least hope
of success. One of the oldest members of the
family to be found in our collections, is the White
Pine, (P. strobus,) and we feel much like adding,
the handsomest also; for whilst there are some
more graceful, and others with more showy
foliage, or a more compact habit of growth, there
is yet a quiet grandeur and elegance in this old
friend, to us more attractive than its relatives of
recent introduction. The prejudice of education
is strong within us all, and the White Pine of
our boyhood days still lingers in our memory as
one of those pleasant reminiscences over which we
love to linger and frequently recall. Stiff and
formal though it is, its delicate glistening foliage
is certainly much to be admired. Its hardiness
has strong claims upon our notice, and its easy
cultivation forces us to accept it. It is, however,
quite as liable to become disfigured by ago as
as other conifers, and perhaps more so than some ;
yet the glorious old specimens in the pine-woods
of our state affords ample evidence of its almost
sublime beauty at an advanced age. Gilpin re-
jects it for its *‘ polished bark, regularity of stem,
and meagreness of foliage,’” but Gilpin, we dare
say, never saw them in all their beauty as they
cover the sides of their native Alleghanies.

A fit companion for the preceding, and to
which it is closely allied, is the Bhotan Pine, (P.
excelsa). Having been introduced a number of
years since, and fairly tested, we may be justified
in criticising its merits. In regards to its claims
as an ornamental tree, there can be but one voice.
Its form and foliage is remarkably beautiful, but
owing to some peculiar and as yet undecided cause,
the tree is liable to blast or blight in many situa-
tions. This peculiarity was formerly attributed
to the attacks of a small ptne borer, but upon
more careful study, the facts point to a different
origin, and is perhaps owing to an uncongenial
situation. Some writers affirm it is the result of
parasitical fungi. However, its otherwise valu-
able properties are seriously impaired on this
account.

The Swiss Stone Pine, (P. cembra), although
of slow growth, whilst young, is one of the har-
diest and most attractive species belonging to the



4

THE GARDENER'S MONTHLY.

January,

genus. Compact in form, very dark green color,
and remarkably upright in growth, it always at-
tracts attention, and we, therefore, take great
pleasure in recommending its dissemination. It
will not assume its most elegant verdure in a dry
sandy spot, as some others, but prefers a rather
rich alluvial soil t6 develop its greatest beauty,
and in such, forms a fine specimen.

The Scotch Pine, (P. sylvestris,) is invaluable
for forming plantations on thin rocky soils, or for
cheap screens-and barriers from the wind ; but
for purposes of ornamentation, we cannot class
it among the finest trees. With age it becomes
open and unsightly, the lower limbs gradually
die out, and the tree becomes disfigured to such
a degree, that the owner, although, however re-
luctantly is obliged to remove it in most instances.
It is never noted for denseness, unless thickened
artificially by removing the centre buds from the
leading side shoots, and thus preventing its in-
clination to spread.

One of the most desirable members of this
family is the Austrian Pine, (P. Austriaca), now
80 well know and justly appreciated for its many
excellencies of character. Notwithstanding a
certain coarseness of growth, which only becomes
apparent upon close inspection, we are readidly
induced to overlook this, in view of its rapid,
luxuriant growth, dark green color, undoubted
hardiness and adaptability to most soils and sit-
uations. At a distance it forms a remarkably
conspicious object in & collection, and is destined
to be one of our greatest favorites in the Coniferse.

Among the native species belonging to this
genus, we have a preference for the Pitch Pine,
(P. rigida). When grown with care, or even in
a proper situation in its native localities, this tree
frequently commands respect. Under such cir-

‘cumstances the foliage is rigid, dark green in
color, and it attains a large size. As it is found
naturally on dry, barren, or sandy soil, it usually
flourishes better in a well drained situation than
where the soil is retentive of moisture.

A suitable companion for the above, is another
native tree which is liable to be overlooked in our
haste to introduce uncertain and unreliable nov-
elties. The Northern Yellow Pine, (P. mitis), (I
use the term northern, in contradistinction to the
P. Australs, which is frequently called Yellow
Pine in the south,) is a really handsome species,
out which has created the impression of unsight-
liness from the fact of its usual habit in its native
woodlands. When growing wild in dense masses

or clumps, the trees are very frequently dis-:

figured by their close proximity to each other,
hence the open straggling appearence too often
noticed. A solitary specimen growing in a gene-
rous deep loam, not too wet, gives one a very
different impression. The leaves are then quite
dark, rather fong and slender, and the tree attains
a large size. ) S
Another native species entirely unknown in
our ornamental grounds, is the rare Table Moun-
tain Pine, (P. pungens). If cultivated alone for
its curious cones, it would still be sufficiently
deserving of a place in our larger collections at
least. But we feel confident that with care and
attention the habit of the tree will be much im-
proved, and its merits in consequence be Justly -
esteemed. '

In concluding this family I wish to call atten-
tion to the pretty little Dwarf Pine, (P. mugho,
known also as mughus, pumilio, montana, &e.),
as an excellent plant for the shrubbery, or small
places. Being quite hardy, very compact, and
of a dark green healthy color, it is liable to none
of the objections that are frequently urged against
many other species. I might extend this list and
embrace others of the family that I feel confident
will prove deserving, but as they are not emphat-
ically ‘‘well-tested,” I reluctantly pass them by,
simply desiring planters to give such species as
Lambert’s Pine, (P. Lambertiana,) Corsican Pine,
(P. laricio), Heavy- Wooded Pine, (P. ponderosa,)
Pyrenean Pine, (P. Pyrenaica,) &c., a fair and
impartial trial, as they have succeeded well in
many situations. ’

In the genus .Abies, we mention first as

 ‘‘ well-tested » the Norway Spruce, (A. excelsa,)

for in the whole list of available conifers, perhaps
none has given such universal satisfaction as
this. Whether in the small door-yard of the
rural village, or in the extensive collection of the
more favored lover of nature, this beautiful
species appears at once appropriate and useful.
True, some writers have endeavored to disparage
its use by the cry of formality, but we consider
this unseemly and totally uncalled for. Every
species has its own peculiar type of growth,
which is transmitted from one generation to

-another in an almost undeviating manner, and

the result is either a recommendation or a fault.
The most elegant tree known to arboriculturists,
becomes in fact, formal and unpleasant to the
eye, if used too freely and without proper judg-
ment. The Norway Spruce is, however, too well
known and deservedly appreciated to require any
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encomiums at the hands of our writers of the
present day.

The White Spruce, (A. alba,) is an especial
favorite wherever tested. Coming to us from
the northern sections of our country, where it
endures the utmost rigors of a severe climate
without injury, we are thus assured of its
reliability in this respect. In point of beauty, it
also takes a front rank among its kindred. The
form of the tree is upright and strictly conical,
exceedingly dense in structure, owing to its innu-
merable short branches ; the foliage is charmingly
tinged with a light bluish glaucousness, and the
‘tree, although seldom attaining a large size,
usually perfects a fair annual growth. In view
of its many excellent points, we may be pardoned
for expressing the opinion, that this speciesis the
most valuable evergreen for our climate belonging
to the second class of growth. There are other
species, members of this genus, which have thus
far given universal satisfaction wherever grown,
but as their cultivation has heretofore been lim-
ited to a few collections, we cannot perhaps claim
for them a place in the present list, although
desiring to advance the claims of the beautiful
Menzies Spruce, (A. Menziesii); the unique and
very graceful Oriental and Obovate Coned Spruces,
(A. orientalis and A. obovata,) and which are
not identical according to recent writers on the
Conifersee.

A new genus of evergreens, formerly classed
with the true Spruces, is now called the Hemlock
Spruces, (Tsuga), having for its type our well
known and beautiful species, (Tsuga Canaden-
sis). So well are we assured of its reliable
character, that we can confidently place it next
in point of usefulness to the Norway Spruce. We
adopt this course from several considerations,
and after a thorough study of its habits and
peculiarities. First,in view of its unexceptionable
character for hardiness ; Secondly, on account of
its truly graceful habit of growth, delicate linear
foliage and charming verdure ; and lastly, for its
perfect adaptation to all soils, if not exceedingly
dry. 'Whether under the shade of other trees,
or in the open woodlands, these same characters
mark its every stage of growth ; but when care-
fully grown upon the lawn its most excellent
points become apparent, and it then constitutes
a formidable rival for the rare and highly extolled
members of the tribe. It has been charged with
disfigurement when old, and in refuting this
doctrine we can speak from experience, that it is
not more liable to such defects than others which

have been more highly eulogized. In the locali-
ties where it is found in all its native luxurious-
ness and wildness, the grand picturesque
appearance of the aged trees are worthy of especial
notice, and in place of being deemed unhand-
some, are really attractive to the true arborist.
Other species of Tsuga are either too tender for
our climate, or are yet insufficiently tested for
our purpose, excepting the magnificent Douglas’
Spruce, (T. Douglasii), which in favorable local-
ities only, forms a satisfactory specimen.

The Firs, (Picea), are closely allied to the
Spruces, and are in point of usefulness, no way in-
ferior to them, containing as they do, so many
superb species, notwithstanding the greater por-
tion have not been sufficiently proven in every lo-
cality. The oldest members known to our abori-
culturists,is the Balsam Fir, (P. balsamea), a
familiar native species of undoubted hardiness, but
which never, or at least very rarely, ever forms a
fine adult tree. It is very handsome while young,
but the leaves soon disappear from the lower
branchlets, and an open straggling specimen is
generally the resutt. '

The European or Common Silver Fir, (P. pec-
tinata), forms a majestic tree, and if not disfigu-
red during an occasional severe winter, presents
a fine object. The foliage of this species is dark
green and glossy, with silvery glaucous bands on
the under side. The great drawback to its
culture, however, is its proneness to form several
leaders, and it, therefore, requires unceasing
vigilanee to preserve a perfect shape. 1t is more
liable to be injured during severe winters, when
growing in wet retentive soils, than in contrary
situations.

The glory of this genus is reserved for those
species thatare comparatively rare in this country,
and which have not been extensively cultivated.
The following are quite hardy in the vicinity of
Philadelphia, so far as I have been able to ascer-
tain, viz: Nordmann’s Silver Fir, (P. Nord-
manniana), Mount Enos Fir, (P. cephalonica),
Noble Silver Fir, (P. nobilis), Great Silver Fir,
(P. grandis), Siberian Silver Fir, (P. pichta),
with the following that are only partially hardy,
viz: Indian Silver Fir, (P. pindrow), Pinsapo
Fir, (P. pinsapo), and Webb’s Purple-coned Fir,
(P. Webbiana).

The Arbor-vitee class of evergreens, distin-
guished of late as the Thuja and Biota genera,
are well worthy of consideration. The genus
Thuja embraces our American species, and is
represented by the well known type T. occiden-
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talis. Itsreputationin allsections of our country
as well as in Europe, is of the highest order, or
for groups and ornamental hedges. It can never
. be used for creating grand effects in landscape
gardening, as its size and general appearance
conveys rather the impression of tameness and
quiet beauty. It is unquestionably hardy, free
from disease and insects generally, and so cheaply
procured, as to place it within the reach of every
one.

A variety of this species, of whose origin there
is some doubt, is known among cultivators as
the Siberian Arbor-Vitee, (var. Siberica); and
whilst many will ridicule the idea of a Sibe-
rian nativity, yet its exceeding great powers of
endurance entitles it to the name. After a
thorough test of about fifteen years, the writer
takes great pleasure in giving it a high recom-
mendation. Quite as hardy, if not more so than
its parent, with a compactness of growth unex-
celled by any other conifer, of a perfect conical
form, and remarkably dark green color, it may
well enter the lists for the prize of perfection.
There are also several other pretty, varieties,
which have proven well worthy of dissemination,
as for instance, Hoveys, Booth’s, &c., &c.
~ The foreign genus, known as the Chinese Arbor-
vitee, (Biota orientalis), is entirely unworthy of
our notice, as it i open in construction, quite too
tender for our climate, and at best a sickly looking
straggling bush. There are, however, a few
unique and desirable varieties originating from
it which are quite beautiful when growing
in favorable localities. I allude to the Golden
Arborvitee, (var. aurea), Variegated Arborvitee,
(var. variegata), GQlaucous-leaved Arborvitee,
(var. glauca), &ec

The Red Cedar, (Juniperus Virginiana), is our
largest hardy representation of a very numerous
genus generally not of sufficient size to be classed
as trees. When growing in thickets or close
clumps, without sufficient space to develop its
natural form, this otherwise fine native tree, very
frequently shows to disadvantage; but the
graceful drooping habit of many of the specimens,
or the regular, dense, upright form of others,
with the peculiar dark green verdure common to
all, certainly entitles them to an especial notice.
‘We do not advocate its claims with a desire to
see it used extensively in large masses, or even
in small collections, but we do emphatically ex-
press a desire that its merits may receive a more
practical notice than it has in the past.

The Juniper family contains many species and

beautiful varieties that are quite hardy, but they
are generally shrubs. Among the finest are the
Common Juniper, (J. communis), and its valuable
varieties, the Irish and Swedish; the curious
little Hedge-hog Juniper,(J. echinoformis, or rather
hemispheerica), as well as the several trailing
plants, J. sabina, J. squamata, J. prostrata, &c.

As the love for evergreen trees increases, and
our arboriculturists desire to extend their lists,
several species will be found valuable that cannot
be termed ¢ well-tested *” at present. As exceed-
ingly promising, I desire to recommend to notice
the charming Cupressus Lawsoniana, and C.
Nootkaensis, Libocedrus decurrens, Podocarpus
Japonica, Taxus adpressa, T. baccata var. Cana-
densis, Torreya taxifolia, Thuiopsis dolabrata, the
Retinispora family, with other new and rare trees
that are of great promise to the American horti-
culturist.

Thus, in a somewhat hasty manner, I have
enumerated those conifers which in the past have
proven to be the most desirable for ornamental
planting, and merely allowed myself the pleasure
of naming a few that are very promising and
which doubtless will take a high rank in the
future as available hardy trees, Had I amission
here to perform in a horticultural way, I should
feel it to be an imperative duty, plainly to advise
my associates of the great advantages to be de-
rived—not to say the real necessities of the case,
which lend a charm to the pursuit in which we, as
a society, are engaged. Bearing in mind the old*
yet truthful adage of ‘anything what is worth
doing at all, is worth doing well,’> and which
points plainly to the fact, that in all our walks
through life, there is a system needed to perfect
the object that we have in view :and in the
delightful study of horticultural science, the
system arranged by Linngeus, and improved by
his followers, appears so necessary to enable us
to enjoy our studies, that it has frequently been
a source of surprise on the part of the writer,
why more attention has not been devoted to the
subject.

The true botanist loves every tree and plant
that grows. In his sight the gnarled trunk and
scanty leaves forms not a cause for condemna-
tion; but looking over imperfections such as
these, he sees alone their higher sphere of use-
fulness. He searches out the ties that bind each
tree unto its kindred growth, and exemplifies the
wonders of the floral world by showing us the
changes that constantly occur, from the bursting
of the tiny seed, unto the perfect tree itself. His
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daily walks are cheered by old associations
formed in many a year long past—impressions
wthat will gather strength as years advance—ex-
erting over all his actions as he journeys on, a
never ceasing influence for good, a never failing
source of pleasure in the green old age of life.

YELLOW FLOWERS.
BY WALTER ELDER.

In Flora’s own declaration, a partiality is
shown for shades of the yellow, but the Land-
scape and Garden, the Parterre and Bower would
look murkey and dull without sunshiny yellow.
From earlier than spring till later than autumn
successions are kept up by cultivation and wild
growth with blossoms of yellow. We get odors
the sweetest and effluvias the most loathsome—
whole plants to eat,and fruits for a relish—foli-
age for shade, and timbersto build with, from
blossoms of fellow. Creepers and climbers,
bushes and trees of annuals, biennials and per-
ennials yield blossoms of yellow. The first
flowers we grew in a three-foot square bed were
Crocus, Narcissus and Tulips of yellow. The
first wild-flowers we gathered in our boy-spring
rambles were from Cowslips, Primroses and Wall-
flowers, all fragrant and yellow. The Whins on
the knolls, and Brooms on the plains were ra-
diant with beauty when we picked their bright
blossoms to dye Faster eggs yellow. Barberry
‘bushes and trees of Laburnum cheered the dark-
ness of woods with clear blossoms of yellow.
Lime trees by the wayside, (from whose shoots
we made whistles), made the air odoriferous with
florets of yellow. Large flelds of Turnips and
acres of Cabbage before they bear seeds had pale
blossoms of yellow Wild mustard grew up
among the oats on the farms and made the fields
yellow ; and in Glass-houses in spring Acacias,
Calceolarias and Mimulus with the fragrant old
Musk plant shone splendid with yellow. In the
the spring of 1834, we arrived in America, the
grass-fields were refulgent with blossoms bright !
yellow of Dandelion and Ranunculus, followed by !
Antirrhnum and St. John's-wort, Digitalis and |
Mullien all crowned with yellow. Azaleas in the |
woods were also in bloom, and most of them |
yellow. But the Tulip-trees tall, surpassed in
magnificence all the plants we had seen to bear
blooms of yellow. And the Golden-rod marshes
of the State of New Jersey, (in September), out-
stripped in their expanses all our previous
conceptions about blooms of yellow ; the thou-

sands of acres were oceans of gold, with blossoms
rich yellow.

The following genera have each one or more
species or varieties that bear blooms of yellow.
So in purchasing them, after naming the genus,
say for outdoor growth, the hardy yellow, for ex-
ample, the hardy yellow Jasmine is different
from all others, it begins to bloom in February,
and the late Chrysanthemum blooms till Christ-
mas. Bulbs, Crocus, Crown Imperial, Narcissus,
Tigrida, Tulip. Tuberous rooted planis, Dahlia,
Hemerocallis, Iris. Perennial Herbaceous plants,
Golden-rod, Lysimachia, Potentilla, Rudbeckia,
Sunflower, Alyssum saxatilis. Biennials, An-
tirrhinum, Hollyhock, Wallflower. Annuals,
Calliopsis, Eschcholtzia, Cockscomb, Marigold,
Lupin, Marvel of Peru, Hawkweed. Annual
Climbers, Balsam Pearvine, Thunbergia, Nas-
turtium. Exotic, tender bedding plants, Calceo-
laria, Mimulus, Pansy, Sanvitalia, Gazania,
Schizanthus, Cockscomb. Shrubs, Barberry,
English Laburnum, Forsythia, Kerria, Hyperi-
cum, Mahonia, Dirca, Potentilla fruticosa.
Hardy ligneous climbers, Bignonia, Honeysuckle,
Jasminum. Trees, Locust, Linden Tulip-tree,
Kolreuteria, Buddleya, Scotch Laburnum. For
Rockworks, Sedum aurea, Lysimachia, Gazania,
dwarf Hypericum. Glass House Exotics, Acacia,
Calceolaria, Coroniella, Genista, Jasminum, Lan-
tana, Allamanda, Tocoma, Aphelandra, Calis-
tylos. Every department of ornamental garden-
ing should be enlivened with blossoms of yellow,
and there are an abundance of plants to suit all.

There is but one hardy standard yellow rose,
the Harrison ; but no Camellias nor Peonias. If
any one could produce an ever-blooming Rose
with blooms as large, double and well formed as
some of the yellow Dahlia blooms, and sweet
scented and profuse in bloom, millions of dollars
would be spent for its purchase, and the samec
with Camellia and Peonia. _

WHOLE OR CUT SEED POTATOES.
BY PLOWMAN, BALTIMORE, MD.

Being pretty well through with storing root
crops, &c., and having a short time to spare, I
give you a little experiment on a few Potatoes.
(called the Quaker), which were presented to mc
by some Philadelphian unknown to me. They
were large size and similar to the Harison in
quality, and form
No. 1 Potato weighing 12 oz., cut in 1 and 2

eyes, produced 6 pounds.
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No. 2 Potato cut in halves, weighing 12 oz.,
produced 5% pounds.
No. 3 A whole potato weighing 9 ounces, pro-
duced 34 pounds.
No. 4 The sprouts of one Potato weighing 8 oz.,
produced 1. 2oz.
Width apart, No. 1, 10 inches ; No. 2, 18inches;
No. 3, 24 inches ; No. 4, 8 inches.

They were planted in meadow land and had a
very wet season to contend with, otherwise I
think the product would have been greater.

My object of trying the experiment was to as-
certain if planting whole potatoes, (a8 has been
recommended), possessed any advantage over the
old plan of cutting the potatoes in small pieces.
If my exhibit is worth any thing, it certainly
shows that the old plan is best, saying nothing
of the importance of economizing seed.

CULTIVATION OF THE PEAR.
BY JOHN M. IVES, SALEM, MASS,

I have ventured to send you an extract from a
Lecture which I read at the ‘ North Reading
Farmers’ Club,’ on the cultivation of the Pear;
if there should be any part of it worthy of notice
you can select it for the Gardener's Monthly.

{PEAR TREES.

This tree is considered to be naturally longer
Jived and more durable than the Apple, notwith-
standing this, most of our newly introduced fruits
show symptoms of decay, while on the contrary,
many of the old varieties which are scattered
around the country are still in a bearing and
healthy state, such as the Old French
Trees that line the river Detroit. Now it be-
comes of the highest importance to ascertain, if
possible, the causes of this premature decay, for
of the million Pear Trees planted for the last 25
or 30 years, not one half are now living upon our
soil. The old varieties alluded to, as far as
we know them, are probably found growing
upon the spot where they have either sprung
from seed, or were transplanted with their tap-
roots uninjured, for we are inclined to believe
that an injury to any one part of a plant or tree
occasions a change in the natural development of
the other parts. Roots and stems are always in
a cerlain degree reciprocally proportionate to
each other, the tap-root does not form a part of

|

stem in order that lateral roots may multiply
and the trees grow faster, and to appearances
more vigorously, as they may for a time, but not
as we apprehend permanently. In nature there
is an equilibrium between the roots and tops of
all trees, and by cutting off the tap-root we in-
terfere with its healthy action, by producing a
forced growth and a sort of plethora which may
tend to produce disease, although at first it may
hasten its bearing. A recent writer says, ‘‘that it
is not to be supposed that trees form tap-roots to
their own prejudice, these roots descend into the
earth for some special service, tap-roots are un-
doubtedly essential to the healthy growth and
durability of the tree.”” Another cause which
may operate for this decay may be from the
method pursued by Van Mons in the production
of those introduced by him, the leading feature of
whose theory was to subdue or enfeeble the orig-
inal coarse luxuriousness of the tree by gather-
ing his fruit from which he took his seed before
being fully ripe, allowing the fruit to rot ; from
the seedlings shus produced he cut off the tap-
roots, planting the trees very near together. He
said ‘“ that this enfeebling process is without any
compensating element of vigor.”

Professor Darby thinks that ¢ if the seed for
stock were planted where the trees were to grow,
and grafted or budded in their natural positions,
we should have fruit orchards for a generation.”
The healthiest Pear Trees we have seen, were
upon the farm of General Newhall, of Lynnfield,
these were grown from seed sown ten years since,
they were remarkably thrifty, two or three were
in flower, these trees stood where they came up
from seed, they had never been pruned in root or
side branches, these side branches clothed with
leaves protecting the trunk from the scorching
rays of an August sun. We apprehend that
this cutting off the tap-root and pruning the side
limbs of our trees, when young, to be a bad prac-
tice, we should allow them to grow as nature
indicates, thereby increasing the ratio of the sur-
face for the descending sap, as compared with
the ascending. It has been justly said that the
effect of pruning the trunks of young trees
severely disturbs the natural relations of the sap.
Pear Trees with us, particularly when young, are
subject to a dessication of the bark, which is
probably caused by the too powerful rays of a

every plant, but when it does so, it is an essential | burning sun occuring immediately after a shower

part of that plant.

Our cultivators at the striking the naked trunks still wet ; one proof of

present day invariably cut off this tap-root, and _ this, is the fact that we find these appearances
generally the laterals or side shoots from the ! generally on the south side of the stem, more
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especially on the south-west side, or towards the
2 o'clock sun. From this we infer that nature
intends the side branches with their leaves to
protect the tender bark of our young Pear irees.

The Pear Tree requires a retentive soil in order
to give good returns, but not when water stands
under the surface or sub-soil, for if the roots of
any Fruit Tree enter or remain in it, such roots
will decay, and a corresponding decay, some-
times called Canker, will be seen commencing in
the top limbs, this effect we have noticed for
years. The following came to us a few years
since from the West, the writer says, ¢ that the
loss of fruit trees within three years in Illinois
is estimated at about three millions of dollars,
and that the retentive clay loam sub-soil of the
prairie lands is the cause, and that the farmers
have adopted the plan of ridging their orchards by
repeated ploughings, commencing at the same
ridge and ending at the same furrow, to remedy
this evil.” We do not apprehend that this is
simply owing to their clayey sub-goil, provided it
does not retain water, for here in New England
we find that Pear trees flourish better on land
with a sub-soil or pan of clay, by preventing the
roots from running deep, the difficulty with them
is undoubtedly owing to the adhesiveness or
peculiar quality of their clay, which prevents the
percolation of water through it. Such land re-
quires a good system of draining. On the quality
of the sub-soil depends in a great measure the
capacity of the surface soil for retaining or part-
ing with the water and heat ; of these the worst
is clay kept wet with subterraneous water, so de-
structive to fruit trees, and the best are those of
clay resting on gravel or porous rock ; this last is
the best for a garden, because while the water
finds a ready means of escape, the roots of the
trees are prvented from extending too deep into a
cold and uncongenial soil, such is probably much
of the prairie lands in the West.

There is no fruit tree varying more in its
culture upon different soils and in its growth,
than the Pear, each variety we may almost say
hasa peculiarity in its growth or fruit, hence while
the Bartlet will assimilate to itself materials for
an abundant crop in almost all good soil, the
Beurre d’Aremberg, Diel, Wilkinson, Lewis
and some others require a strong or rather moist
soil to produce well developed fruit. There are
those which bear the largest and best fruit upon
young trees, for example, the Flemish Beauty,
while the Glout Morceau requires years of bearing
to develope fine specimens. Others should be

worked on our larger standards, such are the
Seckel, Lawrence and Winter Nelis.

The Duchesse d’Angouleme fruits better on
the Quince ; but as regard Dwarf Pears we should
notrecommend them for general cultivation—-these
belong to the garden of the amateur, rather than
to the orchardist who desires to have large crops
and durable trees, thereupon the Quince requires
more care ; the season of 1853 was disastrous to
Dwarf Pears in Massachusetts, hence for per-
mancy we would commend only the Pear stock.

The peculiarities of soil required for some
varieties werp strongly exemplified on Long
Island. Two cultivators living within 20 miles
of each other, their land exposed to the sea with
similar aspect, differed entirely in their opinion
of the Napoleon Pear, one testifying that with
him it was an abundant bearer, and the quality
of the fruit unsurpassed ; the other said that
with him the fruit was of a poor quality and the
tree a shy bearer. From our experience with the
Napoleon we have found it poor and astringent
when grown upon a warm open soil, while upon
a strong and rather cool soil to be very good.
This diversity of soil and culture necessary in
the culture of the pear should influence us in
forming a list. Many pears produce fine
fruit on a warm loamy soil, such as the Belle
Lucrative and Bloodgood. Some varieties which
do well in the sheltered gardens of our cities
and towns, do not flourish in the open country,
such as the Easter Beurre, Long Green and
Gansel’s Bergamotte.

P. S.—I would forward you the remarks upon
the Blight. The insect theory of Dr. Peck, made
some thirty years since, of what he called Scoly-
tus pyri—we now hear nothing. The Frozen
Sap blight from succulent unripe wood, and the
Sun Scald are the two descriptions of Blight.

‘When Dr. Peck described this, the cultivators
did not believe that was the difficulty, but that
high manuring was. Ihave the testimony of many
cultivators of that time, and I find them all
sceptical on this Scolytus Theory.

[This theory is entirely abandoned.—ED.]

KEEPING PLANTS IN WINTER.
BY R. R., NEAR CHATTANOOGA. TENN.

People of moderate means are often advised to
use a cold pit. My advice is to have nothing to
do with one, for they are a perfect nuisance ; you
can often keep plants nearly all winter in them,
and at lasta severe spell comes on and cuts them

‘
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off. Allow me to describe a structure that I have
built and can confidently recommend to give sat-
isfaction to any one who does not wish to go to the
expense of a greenhouse, and still wishes to keep
plants through winter. Twenty fect long, twelve
feet wide, I use plank two inches thick and four-
teen wide for the sides, fasten them to posts,
which are put on the inside, then dig out the soil
one foot deep, which will do to bank up on the out-
side, then dig holes in the centre to support the
the ridge board and in front of the posts dig out
the pathway as deep as you want it, (my structure
runs east and west) on the southside I run a flue
with a furnace four feet long and two feet wide
for burning wood,—the flue is made by placing
two bricks flat down first, then two on their edges
and one across; and here let me remark, that
people make a great mistake in making their fur-
naces too small, no matter how small the struc-
ture, they ought to have a good large furnace so
that there can be plenty of fuel put on to keep in
without any draft on. The next operation is to
put on the rafters and plank up the ends and make
the door, the south side is glass and the north
is inch plank. :

I have a propagating bed over the furnace nine
feet long by four wide. During the winter the
sun shines through to the back, but even if it did
not, there are 50 many uses that it can be put to,
such as keeping pots, stakes, dormant plants,
Begonias, Ferns, &c., so that no space is lost.
The plank can be covered with soil, straw, or
anything convenient in winter, and the glass
covered with shutters so that very little fire will
be needed.

Will you please give my structure a name, for
it is neither pit or greenhouse, but something
between the two, Thereare a great many lovers
of flowers that are deterred from buying choice
plants, for they are sure to lose them in winter,
when by having a cheap structure, such as I de-
scribe, they can keep the very choicest and rarest
plants in perfection instead of keeping only a few
of the very hardiest bedding plants, which they
had better buy in spring than try to keep at all.

[We call pits without fire ‘‘cold® pits ; for
distinction, suppose we call our friend’s structure
a warm pit.—ED.]

—_—  eme— e —
THE TOMATO, ORIGIN,—é&c.
BY ROBT. SINCLAIR, BALTIMORE, MD.

I wrote you a short communication last fall on
the subject of the Tomato, which you kindly pub-
lished in your Nov. numberof ’66. Since then

there have been various opinions on the same sub-
Jject. Jas. Perkins communication (published Nov.
No. *67) appears to throw more light on the sub-
ject than his predecessors. Mr. Perkins, how-
ever, does not give the date when he seeded in
February, neither does he give the comparative
product and character of the fruit. It may be,
the ‘“ New York Reds ” and ‘‘ Monumental’’ com-
pare favorably. The latter was described by me
in the Nov. No. of 66. But to be more definite
it may be called, instead of Monumental, Early
Smooth round apple prolific or Baltimore market.

The result of my experiment last season was as
follows :

Seeds sown in Hot beds March 10, 67,

May 20th dibbled the Tilden Tomatoes in hill,
4 by 4, ripe 3d of August.

May 21st, dibbled Monumental, ripe 20th of July.

May 28th, ¢ English’s N. Y. Seedling, ripe
5th of August.

It will be seen that in the fall of *66 I averaged
the product of C.favorite and the Tilden at 35 each.
The seed was obtained from a respectable source,
but of doubtful purity ;at the same time I aver-
aged the product of the Monumental at 120. By
the word ripe, I mean sufficiently so to commence
gathering daily from a quarter acre lot a large
family supply. The Tilden Tomato now described
was grown from seed obtained direct from Mr,
Tilden, product averaged 60 per vine, a handsome
dark red, smooth variety, ripened 13 days later
than the Monumental, less endurance by several
weeks and worthless as regards early market
sales. English’s Seedling turned out well as re-
gards the medium and small sizes, the largest
were deeply ribbed and knotted—in short mon-
strosities. Time of ripening, one week earlier
than the Tilden.

I noticed the Fejee last summer on a farm ad-
Jjoining mine—they resembledt he Tilden,the color
not so dark ; the owner said they were about one
week later than the Monumental, and unproduc-
tive. Last season was very unfavorable to the
Tomato and other crops requiring heat. With
us the weather was exceedingly wet and cold.
Our gardeners sell their first crop of Tomatoes,
at about $8 per bushel, the price gradually de-
clining to 40 cents. The canning Merchants
generally purchase at the latter price, which will
pay provided the plants are productive sorts.
The three sorts of Tomatoes I have named were
planted in hills on a dark gravelly loam, rather a
cool and damp exposure manured with horse-sta-
ble compost and all cultivated alike. Now taking
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into consideration the early period that Mr. Per-
kins planted, the soil and situation, which he de-
scribes as favorable to an early crop and the very

few first ripe fruit gathered, leads me to infer !

that the Monumental under like circumstances,
will ripen about one week earlier than the New
York Reds. As regards solidity, I believe local-
ity, soil and the kind of manure applied is the
secret of success. In this, Baltimore Co., horse-
stable compost is preferred ; in Anne Arundel
Co., (only separated by a wide river), guano is
extensively used. Our canning Merchants say
they pay 40 cents per bushel for Baltimore Co.
Tomatoes and 35 cents for those from Anne Arun-
del Co., because of superior solidity of the former.
I have no object in writing this communication
other than, to establish facts and to benefit the
planter. I suggest that several of the most noted
Early productive sorts be collected and tested by
some reliable farmer and gardener, who grows
the Tomato exclusively for market sales. I
would include Seed Venders and growers, from
the fact that the latter are less interested than
the former in the result.

The New Jersey lands I suppose are eminently
favorable for the growth of the Tomato, and if
Mr. Perkins comes under the rule, that I have or
may be prescribed, I would nominate him to un-
dertake the task.

If your subscribers wish a packet of my seed,
(To quote part of a pithy ‘“scrap on page 340
of the Nov. number.) ¢ Price $10 per packet of
ten Seeds.”

ORIGIN,

The probable origin of the Monumental Toma-
to ia the City of Baltimore. I recollect that the
late Jefferson White of the Shaker Society, at
Enfield, Conn., wrote me upwards of 30 years
since for a barrel of what he termed the Balti-
more Tomato. The barrel was sent him and he
being at that time an extensive garden seed ven-
der it is probably he distributed the seed to his
customers, and it may be all those so-called new
sorts sprang from that source.

The Tomato I have described is called by our
gardeners, Large Red, (so-called for the sake of
brevity I suppose, or because their forefathers
called it s0). It is one of the lat:st Tomatoes
grown, and only tolerable as regards qualities
and product, consequently comparatively worth-
less. I have noticed them in our market house
stalls for many years, all our most careful gar-
deners have them in the highest purity.

CANNON HALL GRAFTED.

A. LEDERHOFER, BRIGHTON, N. Y.

I feel indeed most happy to reply to the Cor-
respondent of the Gardeners’ Magazine, in regard
to Grafting Muscat Cannon Hall. In England
where I was I had Cannon Hall grafted on
Black Barbarossa, and succeeded very well on a
six year old vine ; the bunches, 14 in all, have
been from 1 Ib. to 24, bearing all together 27D,
11 ounces.

Muscat Hamburg grafted on Babarossa two
years, the stock was seven years old. I had
three bunches well ripened and splendidly colored,
weighing above 2 lbs. each, together, 7 lbs. 5}
ounces. All our Vines have been worked on
Barbarossa ; they who know Barbarossa will
approve it for a stock. Then last sum-
mer, in Canada,I had Muscat Cannon Hall
grafted on Champion Hamburg doing very well ;
but all I have seen had them on their own
roots far superior to the grafted ones, if not the
size larger, they were sweeter, and heavier.
My opinion is that very few gentlemen thoroughly
understand the culture of Muscat, and if the
Editor would give me some space in some of
he next numbers, I should willingly give my
experience ; I believe I can give nothing new,
but may give strangers some better idea of
growing Muscats.

CRYSYLIC ACID FOR INSECT®.
BY T. A., WASHINGTON, TEXAS.]

So, you think it doubtful if a sprinkling with
Crysylic Acid, as suggested, would greatly dis-
turb that little pest, the Curculio.

Well, perhaps not. That hard shell back of
his is a capital protection ; and one cannot reach
him, or ker, I should rather say, as the scale can
be operated upon, with a brush.

Still, you will find on experiment, that the dis-
covery of that, and its kindred acid Carbolic,
will prove a prodigious boon to the Horticultu-
rist and the Farmer as well,

To every insect upon which I have tried it,
and I have experimented more or less during all
of the past summer i Texas, where we have
several, it proved to be either instant death, or
80 utterly obnoxious and dangerous to them,
that they anxiously avoided all contact, or even
near approach.

You are aware that there is a group of acids,
80 called, that chemists say they are not really
acids, including Carbolic, Crysylic and some
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others. That till recently they were knownas| Now, mind you. this was a first experiment,

one, Carbolic, now they are separated and formed | carried out with insufficient means, a limited

to number several. The two named are found
to have a similar effect upon insect and fungus
life ; and are at the same time the most powerful
known disinfectants and antiseptics. The
Crysylic being the most 8o, and does not give off
the very obnoxious smell which the other does.

I found them so highly valued in England,
that I was led to buy them here. They form the
active principle in sheep-dips in scab, &c., in
ointments ; for foot-rot in Saint-vore, in powders
for preventing turnip fly, &c., and in all disin-
fectants.

I do not deem it so necessary to find a means
of destroying plant-eating and fruit penetrating
insects, as to be enabled to bluff them off.

You are aware that the cotton worm played
havoc with that crop this summer. More than
the usual degree of attention was directed to the
insect ; and many a new comer made discoveries,
real mare’s nests, with which they were going to
astonish the world, and especially those ignorant
old-fogy cotton-planters. But they did’nt do it!
the worm went on as usual and ate up the crop.

The fact is, if the most of us know anything, it
is cotton, and all connected with it.
gestible means has been tried to destroy the
varmints ; but all would not do. Because if one
or two careless, or indifferent, or unbelieving
planters in a parish were negligent, their fields
afforded a stock of moths sufficient to supply the
whole country.

‘What we wanted all along, was some means
of rendering the plant obnozious to the parent moth.
This, and this alone, would serve any good
purpose.

I suggested Carbolic and Crysylic acids, and
the crude astiale containing froth 'was pretty
freely tried, and with the same invariable result.

Neither of those acids will combine with water,
and can only be mized mechanically, hence when
80 mixed and sprinkled over the plants, the water
ran off from the leaves leaving the acid behind,
which clung to them, blistering and destroying
them, and soon ‘ wasted the sweetness,” &c.
Every caterpillar, however, that was touched by
it died.

I provided myself with a soapy compound, a
solution of which had a very different effect. It
spread freely over the leaves, coating and clinging
to them without any injury whatever. And
although it did not destroy those worms already
on the plants, not another egg was deposited.

Every sug-

supply of the material, and no way of applying it
but with a common watering pot with a rose.

A stronger solution applied forcibly through a
strong syringe, would have produced a very
different effect.

I am fully satisfied that a saponaceous com-
pound, applied in solution, is the only safe and
sure mode of using these acids on plants. And
a saturated sawdust strewn over seedbeds or
mixed with the manure, the way to reach the
little pryers upon young seedlings, or those which
attack the roots. In this form the acid is parted
with slowly, and is thus more lasting in its
effects.

If the constant use of a very weak solution
in syringing plants in the house will prevent the
attacks of the red spider, aphis, &c., &c., it will
serve even a better purpose than to have them
to destroy. And so with the Canker-worm, the
Curculio, Rose-bug, Squash-bug, &c., &c. Bet-
ter keep them off than have to kill them.

If shade trees, now subject to the ravages of
caterpillars in cities, were syringed over the
young foliage before, or about the time of the
appearance of the parent moth, there would be
no worms.

There, I think you and your readers have
enough for this time on which to base thought
and experiment. I close, expressing the hope
that experiments will be tried, and the results
reported.

——er— e

ECONOMICAL GARDEN MANAGEMENT.

BY GEO. THOMPSON, CLEVELAND TENN,

As you considered my first article on economi-
cal management of gardens worthy of publication,
Inow give No. 2, and shall confine myself to the
vegetable garden. Most of the private vegetable
gardens that I have seen are laid out on the Eu-
ropean plan, small squares, planted with fruit
trees, gooseberries and currants next the walks,
and the rest devoted to vegetables. Any garden
laid out in that style of any extent, either requires
a great deal of help, or else it is overrun with
weeds all summer. A vegetable garden of two
or three acres ought to be laid out so that plough
and cart can be used in every part of it. A perma-
nent road through the centre is sufficient.

As soon as the ground is dry in spring, I plough
as deep as possible, and if manure is scarce I use
it in the rows ; if plenty, spread it on the ground
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before ploughing. Onions, parsnipe, carrots, Iattemptto make anything from his garden. I

beets and herbs, are best planted by themselves !
as they have to be kept clean by the hoe. Pota- |
toes, corn, okra, peas and beans and other large
vegetables, plant from three to four feet apart so
that I can use the bull tongue plough constantly.
Many of your reader may not know what a bull-
tongue plough is. It is like a common plough,
only instead of a shear, it has a piece of iron about
a foot long and four inches wide, in shape of a
bull’s tongue fastened to it, and although so sim-
ple, it is the most effectual garden or farm imple-
ment in existence, and if nurserymen would use
it instead of the cultivator, they would very often
be able to bud in fall during a drought by reason
of the deeper cultivation keeping the moisture.
It is a mistake to think that the same rules will
do for the private garden,—the market garden re-
quire peas that ripen all at the same time—the
private gardener wants to pick a peck a day from
the same row for one or two weeks. The same
with every thing else.

Ask a private gardener his opinion of a cer-
tain strawberry, raspberry or blackberry, and he
will tell you it is the best in existence, he was
able to pick half a gallon a day for weeks. The
market man will tell you they are not worth grow-
ing, he was not able to pick enough to pay him.
The same holds good in vegetables.

Most gardeners appear to be afraid to plant too
much seed of peas. I like to plant a gallon at a
time, as soon as the best of them are picked,
plow the ground for a crop of something else—corn,
beans, cabbage or celery. Corn I keep planting
in succession every ten days until the second
week in July. Beans until the last of July, and
what is not used for the table will do to pickle,
besides saving seed. After that I begin to sow
turnips and by that means keep the ground clean.

The great mistake of American private garden-
ers is they want to sell something to help to pay
expenses, and in nine cases out of ten it is a fail-
ure, for the reason that the two branches of gar-
dening are so different, that the place is almost
sure to go down in consequence. I once lived
with a gentleman who thought he could make
something by selling the pears he did not want
himself. One day we picked the pears and put
them in barrels, at night I asked him if he would
send them in his own wagon or would some one
come out for them ; he replied,I have inquired the
price to day, and no one will give anything much,
as the fruit is of so perishable nature ; put them
in the fruit room. I believe that was his last

once knew a gentleman who had a fine green-
house, he thought he would like to sell bou-
quets in winter to make it help pay expenses.
The result was that it was never fit to be seen.
‘When any one called, the gardener always would
apologize by saying, ‘I had a large bouquet
to make this morning,—took all my flowers.”

Gardeners are to blame for this state of affairs,
if they would say, I will do with as little help as
possible, but do not try to sell anything for there
is no profit in it ; but instead of that they often
advise employers to sell.

EARLY TOMATOES.
BY MR. P. HENDERSON, SOUTH BERGEN, N. J.

Is is not of much moment for the amateur cul-
tivators whether a fruit or vegetable is early or
not, in nine cases out of ten he is not able to judge,
or has nothing to compare with to help his judg-
ment, and is generally in ecstasies when he man-
ages to have anything grow and mature at all.
but to the market gardener, who perhaps, em-
barks all his capital in the venture, it is of the
utmost importance to know what are the best
varieties for his purpose. Generally simple-mind-
ed and unsophisticated men, they believe well of
their fellows, and give ready credence to the most
extravagant statements of the earliness and pro-
ductiveness, until woke up to the stern fact that
they have been deceived.

In our opinion hundteds have been so deluded
by the Tilden Tomato, represented to be two
weeks earlier than any other, while all compari-
son shows that it is one of the latest of the late, with
hardly a quality that entitles it to cultivation.
The experience so clearly given by Mr. Perkins
in the November No., is that of scores, who
would without hesitation endorse every word of
his statement.

‘When Mr. Hovey wished to prove his rather
hard-to-swallow assertion, that the ‘‘Keye’s is
30 days earlier,”” he shrewdly picks out the Tijl-
ded as the latest he could find to show how wide
the gap is.

SOUTHERN PEACHEF.
BYJ. A. NELSON, INDIAN RUN, MERCER CO. PA.
We have had a large crop of peaches the pre-
sent season, although the Locust last-season in-
jured our trees considerably and the late back-
ward spring affected the crop some, so that the
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fruit was not as good as might have been, and
was several days later ripening than usual. We
have a large collection of fine southern varieties,
that are not described in our Fruit books, nor
much known in the north. Our oldest trees are
ten years old, and originated in the State of
Georgia, and we have no handsomer trees on all
our experimental grounds, which comprise some
120 or more varieties, which leads us to believe
that most of them will withstand our winters as
well as some of our northern varieties. The most
difference is that the fruit may not grow as large
north and be some days later in ripening, and
the late ripening varieties don’t suit here.

The Tecumseh and Lady Parham we have
discarded from our grounds, and the Hull’s Athe-
nian, and some others we shall treat in the same
manner. We shall now notice a few varieties,time
of ripening, &c., in '67.

Canary. This peach has ripened in former
seasons from 12th to 15th of August, this season
was near the 20th, in ordinary seasons they will
all ripen some ten days earlicr than here stated.
Good bearer, fruit mediumn, oblong ; beautiful,
bright yellow color; freestone. Ripe 20th of
August.

0'Gwinne. Cling, good bearer ; large, oblong ;
white, covered with crimson, 15th of Sept.

Hopkinsville. Cling ; good bearer ;large green-
ish white and dull red, 15th of Sept.

Exguisite. Rather a shy bearer; fruit quite
large, resembles very much the Pace or Tinsly
Peach, freestone, 20th of Sept.

Golden Ball. Shy bearer, very large ; golden
yellow, freestone, ripe 15th of Sept.

Leopold Cling. 'Medium bearer ; fruit beauti-
ful, very large, yellow tinged with red ; delicious,
20th of Sept.

Pace or Tinsley. This peach grows very large
in the south ; medium bearer ; large, singularly
striped and veined with dark red, on yellowish
ground ; good quality, freestone, last of Sept.

Ripley Cling. Good bearer; large, white,
highly recommended, last Sept.

Logan Cling. Good bearer ; medium, fine deep
yellow, 1st Oct.

Bagby’s Large Cling. Large, oblong; white,
1st of Oct.

White Globe Cling. Large ; white, rarely
tinged with little red, 1st of Oct.

Grand Admirable Cling. Good bearer, very
large ; white, beautiful red cheek, 10th of Oct.

Demming September Cling. Good bearer, large,
yellow mixed with red, 20th Oct.

Eaton’s Golden Cling. Medium, fine yellow,
20th of Oct.

Hull's Anthenian Cling. Large ; yellowish
white with dull red, 20th of Nov., too late to ri-
pen at the north.

Owen’s Seedling. Good bearer ; medium, ﬂne,
white, freestone, 25th of Sept.

White’s Favorite. Good bearer ; medium, fine
yellow, freestone, 10th of Oct.

In getting the above varieties, some few gave
no description of fruit, only as highly recommend-
ed,they may not be truetoname. Theabove varie-
ties have all fruited on our grounds for two sea-
sons or more.

‘We have four varieties of the Blood Peach,
rather a peculiar fruit of no value for eating,
flesh very red like that of a beet, estzemzd by
many for pickling and preserving.

Blood Freestone. Medium, dark purplish red.
15th of Sept.

Indian Blood Cling. Large, dark purple red,
15th of Sept.

Blood Clingstone. Very large, ova.l dark pur-
plish red, last of Sept.

Kansas Beedling Cling. Origmuted on our
ground. Similar to the Blopd Cling, only a few
days later in ripening.

Yellow Rareripe. Freestone, originated on our
grounds. Great bearer ; medium, orange yellow,
rich red cheeks ; rich, sweet and delicious, 20th
of August ; will bear a fair crop in seasons when
nearly every other variety fails.

We have neither peach seeds, nor trees for
sale at present. We saved no seeds, but a few
for our own planting and owing to the late severe
winters and the locusts last season,we have nearly
lost all our stock of young budded trees.

Grafting the peach is considered rather a dif-
ficult matter. 'We have succeeded in getting
from one half to two-thirds to grow. I will here
give my mode of grafting. Cut and manage the
scions,the same way as the apple : early in the
spring as soon as the ground thaws enough, say
in the month of March,take up the seedling stocks.
Splice and tongue graft the stock at the crown
of the root, bind them firmly together with a
waxed cloth or woolen yarn, then transplant out
again leaving the top bud of the graft merely
above ground ; after growing one season take up
and transplant to where you wish them to remain.
The only difficulty is in early grafting, the ground
freezing afterwards and forcing out the graft, to
prevent this, cover the top of the graft with earth
severalinches, so the frost don’t reachit. Assoon
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as danger of freezing is over, remove it, or tie
the graft firmly to the stock with woolen yarn.
After the graft has grown some, remove the earth
and cut the tying loose, to prevent injuring its
growth.

THE “GENUINE» TILDEN TOMATO.

BY P. HENDERSON.

In the June number of the Monthly for last
year, Mr. Tilden alludes to the seed firm of
which I am a member, insinuating that what we
sent out as Tilden Tomato, was not that variety
but some other.

The facts of the matter are simply these : in
December of 1865, we purchased one- hundred
papers of the Tilden Tomato from Mr. Gregory,
of Marblehead, Mass., all of which we did not
sell. That the variety received from Mr. Gregory,
as Tilden, was genuine, I have not the shadow
of a doubt;-and it wasfrom this lot that the
plants were raised that I used in testing its
quality against the other sorts. The result of
that test, which I took the liberty to give in my
recent work on vegetables, has caused him to
make statements in the article alluded to, which
if left uncontradicted might injure our reputation.
In the article alluded to, he says that ‘ The firm
of Henderson & Fleming advertised the seed exten-

, sively last year, and as far as I am able to judge,
the article they sold bore no resemblance what-
ever to my Tomato.’” If Mr. Tilden will show
me where we advertised his Tomato either
‘ specially * or ‘“‘ extensively,” then I will admit
all he says ; but if he cannot do so, then it will
only be fair to infer that if he is reckless in this
statement, he is more than likely to be ‘‘mis-
taken ” in saying that the article we sold bore no
resemblance to his Tomato.

In our Beed Catalogue for 1868, we notice the
Tilden Tomato in the following paragraph, which
we clip from its pages :

“Tilden Tomato.—Said to be two weeks earlier
than any other variety ; color, brilliant scarlet ;
thape, roundish oval; free from wrinkles or ex-
crescences. In packets, 25 cts. each.”

Now it will be seen that our ‘ Said to be
pretty clearly indicated our opinion of the To-
mato even in advance of trial; with such a doubt-
ful endorsement it was very unlikely that it

would be much called for by our customers, and
hence the very small number of packages sold.

Mr. Tilden says that within a few weeks he
has received not far from a thousand letters of
complaint, and by far the greater portion of these
mention as having purchased their seed from
Henderson & Fleming, of New York. We have
no doubt at all of his having received letters of
complaint, but I must be allowed to say that he
is again mistaken when he asserts the ‘ greater
portion » of a thousand complaints were made by
purchasers of less than a hundred in number.

Our experience as Seedsmen has not been long,
but it has been pretty extensive, and it clearly
shows that wherever an article does not come up
to the expectation of the purchaser that the blame
comes on the shoulders of the seedsman direct
If I purchase Landreth’s Extra Early Peas,
and by mistake, or otherwise, sell Champion of
England instead, would the purchaser pitch into
Mr. Landreth ? I think not. It is, therefore, hard
for us to understand how the ‘‘ greater portion
of a thousand  victims to this Tomato swindle,
as Mr. Tilden deems it, should strike at Mr. Til-
den over our heads ; and with what wonderful
instinct they knew his address in far-off Iowa.

We are always doubtful of the merits of new
Horticultural products when sent out by those
who have no previous professional reputation,
and when this Tomato was sent out, as it was,
instead of making a special advertisement of it
as many other seedsmen did, we contented our-
selves by giving it such a notice in our Catalogue
a8 to show to our customers that we had better
faith in its claims, and as a consequence our sale
of the seed was not such as to overwhelm Mr.
Tilden with complaints from those buying it
from our Establishment.

My reason for not replying to Mr. Tilden
sooner, is, that desiring still further to test his
Tomatoes another season, and having received a
packet of seed of the * purest genuine* from a
great admirer of the Tilden, near Philadelphia,
who was so careful of it that he saved only four
ounces of seed from an acre, I entered it in the
lists with four other varieties. As it developed
it showed the distinct features of our Tilden of
1866, both in foliage and fruit, which satisfled me
that what we had had from Mr, Gregory was
correct. But the result of this test still further
confirmed me in the opinion which I gave of it
in ¢ Gardening for Profit,” that it should neyel
have been sent out. '
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EDITORIAL.

FIRES.

This is the season when greenhouses burn
down. Wehave frequently cautioned our readers
against having wood near flues, and have explain-
ed how wood will take fire, in time, a long way
off without actual contact with flame. Yet we
see about us continually the wood work of green-
houses so arranged, that after a few years they
must burn down. A very common thing is to
use wooden chimneys at the end ofa flue. We
saw such an one the past month take fire from a
furnace which was fifty feet away. It had been
only two years in use. Wealso saw in our neigh-
borhood lately the large Orphan Asylum, built
at a cost of 100,000 dollars, within half an hour,
perhaps of burning down, by the lath and stud-
ding of a partition wall taking fire from a com-
mon cooking stove several feet away.

Our readers should take warning by these facts,
and keep all combustible substances a long way
from flues.

NOTES OF WESTERN TRAVEL.

Columbus has not much in the way of private
gardening, yet there are a few matters of much
interest. Dr. Carter has particularly a very
pretty spot. His grounds are not large, but,
attached to his dwelling he hasa glass structure,
comprising probably 1500 square feet. The plants
are for the most part grown in the open ground
enclosed by the conservatory, which is heated by
hot water pipes, 80 as to be able to maintain a
temperature of 80° if desirable. The absence of
pot culture, renders very little care necessary,
and the Doctor is able to attend to every thing
himself. A very little time suffices. Here we
found one of the choicest collection of rare plants
in the country. Palms, bananas, tree ferns, au-
racarias, besides foliage plants in great variety
abounded. As the house is lofty, many of these
reaching the glass, formed a forest of rare beauty,
through which waterfalls, cascades and fountains
were introduced with excellent taste.

Aquariums for fish added their charm to the
collections, and rare singing birds, with their
lively voices, gave a cheerfulness to the whole,
rarely found in the best eastern greenhouses. A
very nice plant of the West Indian Papaw, Carica
Papaya interested us from the fact given us by
Dr. Carter, that the odor or some exhalation of
the plant had the power of decomposing meat.
We were particularly interested in this from the

fact of a friend of ours having recently discovered
that the object of the Venus Fly-trap, Dionea
muscipula, in catching flies, is to eat them. He
has found that the fly disappears very soon after
being caught, and that the leaves do not open
again until the insect has been not only ‘taken in,’
but ‘done for.” The facts have been communi-
cated to Mr. Darwin and other eminent natural-
ists, much to their interest ; however, as he has
promised to communicate it for our readers, we
will not anticipate. We annex a small cut of a
Papaw, made for us by our friend F. Stein, of
Tipton, Ohio, which will give some idea ofa plant
destined as we believe to excite more attention
one of these days.

We believe there is only one cold grapery in
Columbus,—a very nice house—belonging to Mr.
Platt. It was avery pretty structure, but the
bunches were small, and plants not very healthy.
Much expense had been bestowed on preparing a
vine ;border—deep below the surface—to which
we attribute the comparative failure. Asthere is
no one to advise with, however,—being alone here
—theexperiment was so far encouraging ; and we
have no doubt, profiting by errors as they go
along, will eventually result in great success..
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Our Columbus friends will yet turn out fine
foreign grapes. The grounds around Mr. Platt’s
house are arranged with much taste, and will,
we have no doubt, do much to assist Mr. Han-
ford in his endeavors to make Columbus a credit
to refined Horticulture.

An evening with our good friend Prof. Les-
quereaux gives great pleasure to our recollections
of Columbus. It will interest the numerous
friends of this distinguished naturalist to know,
that though advanced in years, he is still com-
paratively hale and hearty, and gives promise of
many years of usefulness in the path of Science.
He was purposing then to take a journey to Cam-
bridge, to assist Prof. Gray in some labor of
love. Dr. L. takes great interest in the manu-
facture of pure wines, from the American grape.
Well acquainted with the wines of his native
country, he bas no doubt of the capacity of
this one to make them equal to the best of the old
world.

We left Columbus to spend a few days in Cin-
cinnatti, where we saw so much to interest us
that we hardly know what to leave out to make
the articles short enough for our limits, but we
will endeavor to give a full chapter of this City
of Wine and Oil in our next.

BERBERIS DARWINIL

Too much cannot be said of this fine evergreen
species. It is hardy, and the profusion of its
orange-colored blossoms together with the quan-
tity of berries which it bears (of which pheasants
are very fond), render it one of the most attrac-
tive and desirable plants for lawn as well as

“covert planting ever introduced.

8o says the London Gardener's Chronicle. It

is not, however, quite hardy in Pennsylvania,

but will be south, and anywhere would bea very
beautiful thing for pot culture. It is of quite
moderate growth, and as a room plant would be
admirable.

BUFFALO GRASS.

‘We find in our letters from Western Agricul-
turists,and in our exchanges much attention given
to this forage plant. Different writers evidently
refer totwo different, though closely allied things.
They are not true grasses, but near the clovers.
The smallest (botanically Medicago lupulina) has
small yellow flowers, and the leaves very small,
although the herbage is very profuse ; the other
(Medicago sativa) is taller and has blue flowers.
At a recent meeting of the Utica Farmer’s club,
Hon. HARRIS LEWIS, of Schuyler, presented
samples of grass found in Green Lake county,
Wisconsin, which was known there under the
name of Buffalo grass, and which he believed was
the most valuable grass for grazing that he had
ever seen. He found it growing over an area of
90 000 square miles.

It grows in tufts like orchard grass, and stock
eat it greedily. When cut for hay it will give
two crops in a season, of two tons to the crop.
It springs up very early in the season, grows in
all soils, and #he second crop will grow and ma-
ture from the last of June to the 25th of August.
The plough is fatal to it, and when the old pas-
tures and meadows in which it luxuriated are
broken,1t is killed entirely. Itstandsfrost welland
is enduring. When designed for hay it should
be cut twice. ' He thought to a dairy region like
Herkimer, this grass would be as valuable as
a gold mine, and a great deal more remunerative
than an oil well. The specimens shown, of M.
Sativa no doubt, measured seven feet in length.

SCRAPS AND QUERIES.

UNANSWERED NURSERY LETTERS.—Mr. E.
Manning, Harrisburg, Ohio, sends us the fol-
lowing note. As our readers know, our rule
Is not to interfere in any personal matter
whatever, no matter how apparent the reason in
favor of our doing 80 ; our idea being that people
should not set aside good business rules when
dealing with advertisers any more than they

would with any other people; and that when
they get treated badly they should apply to
regular legal courts for redress. Of course, we
cannot tell what the other party might have to
say in his defence, and hence our columns would
be open to a discussion which might rival the
celebrated case of Jarndyce vs. Jarndyce, in
length and continuance.
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However, as we wish to admit no advertisers
into our columns but those thoroughly reliable,
if possible, we let Mr. Manning on this occasion
have a hearing, he says:

Mr. Editor, last winter I noticed an adver-
tisement of Mr. J. W. Coburn as proprietor of
Princes’ Nurseries, Flushing, Long Island, N.
Y., and as 1 had previously dealt to some extent
with Prince & Co., I wrote to Mr. Coburn for
his catalogue of ornamental trees; also, in-
quiring if he could furnish certain articles. He
answered me very gentlemanly that he could.

Some time in March following I sent him an
order for a small bill of shrubbery, accompanied
by a remittance of $6 50, which was the full
amount of my order, including< packing, re-
questing him to send the articles by express as
goon as the weather would permit. I waited for
my plants to come till it was too late to remove
plants. I then wrote to Mr. Coburn, stating the
the amount of my order, and money that I had
sent him, and requested him as he had entirely
neglected my orders to send me back the money
I had sent him. I waited some three weeks for
an answer and got none. I then wrote to him if
he did not send me back the money I would
hand him over to the columns of the Gardener’s
Montkly. After waiting probably one month
longer and receiving no answer, { then wrote to
Prince & Co., stating the facts inthe case. I
‘jmmediately received an answer from Prinee &
Co., stating that they would see Mr. Coburn the
first opportunity, and would call his attention
to the matter. Shortly I received another letter
from Prince & Co., stating that Mr. Coburn
had gone West, and not to do anything in the
matter till he should return. I have waited on
till now.

I notice his card again in the Horticulturist;
I thought it my duty to enquire through your
paper who is J. W. Coburn ?

MARSHALL P. WILDER’S collection of rare
plants, we see by the daily papers, has been gen-
erously presented to the Massachusetts Agricul-
tural College. This munificent act is in keeping
with the life long devotion of Mr. Wilder to the
cause of Horticulture. The Camellias in this
collection would be a fortune to a florist, and
those who have seen Mr. Wilder’s plants must
understand how much he has sacrificed tohis gen-
erous feelings, beyond the mere money value of
the plants, in parting with what he has loved so

long.

KorrHER PLUM.—J. R. 8., Rahway, N. J.,
writes : I send you sample of & kind of Plum that
the Curculio does not troudle. I obtained the
trees, some years since, from Stroudsburg, Pa.,
under the name of * Koepher,” (pronounced
Koofer.) It bears large crops every year. I
have not had a plum of any otherkind in 5 years,
though I have large, healthy trees of eight or ten
varieties,—or had till a few days since, when I
dug them all up in despair of ever gathering fruit
from them.”

[These arrived during a long absence from
home, and were not in condition on our return.

FRUIT GROWERS’ SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVA-
NIA.—As we are looking over our proof sheets,
a letter from Thomas Harvey refers to this Soci-
ety as meeting on the ‘“15th of next month,’”
January, we suppose; and one from Wm.
Hacker, speaking of the meeting ‘‘ next month,”
and one from Mr. Engle, that the ¢ Committee
will meet,”” but no time given. We are always
happy to aid these worthy Societies if they will
only give us facts and figures. We suppose the
meeting will be at Harrisburg, but the members
must depend on private circulars to know all
these things positively. To do what we can to
help them, we replace a paragraph in type with
this one.

CATAWBA GRAPES.—We have been living for
some weeks on Catawba Grapes, sent us by our
good friend, M. H. Lewis, of Sandusky, who
wants us to know that America can grow good
grapes. Shecan. We do not envy any foreign
countries their grapes, after such fruit as these :
and, really, when we can get such superb fruit as’
these Catawbas are, we hardly understand the
meaning of the talk about improved seedlings.

GREENHOUSE Books, &C.—Subscrider, Jeffer-
son City.—Please mention in the Monthly some
good books on the management and propagation
of Green and Hothouse Plants.?’

[Buist’s Flower Garden Directory is the best
American work.]

AUTUMN-BEARING RASPERRIES. — K., Cht-
cago, Ills.—*“In a recent number of the Monthly
you speak of getting Autumn-bearing Raspber-
ries by ‘cutting down the'canes.” Excuse me for
asking, what is the use of an ‘autumnal bearing’
kind which you have to ¢ cut down ’to get the

| fruit from. Hereabouts, any kind is autumn-
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bearing if we go to the trouble of cutting them| “Keyes.” The individual who could send out

down every spring. The young shoots, pushing
out, do not bear then till very late.”

(Surely, if it is too much trouble to prune the
plants, there is no reason why our correspondent

should not go without Catawissa Raspberries if

he wants to. No one wants him to trouble him-
self,—and. again, if he can get as good ones from
any other ones ‘cut down'—if it is not a trouble
to him to do it,—so much the better : weareglad
to know it. It will add very much to the list of
very good amateur fall fruits. However, we

- have never seen any crop from the usual summer
Raspberry, when so cut down, that was worth
‘the trouble’ of gathering.]

CHRISTINE GRAPE.—J. R. 8., Rahway, N. J.
says: ‘Do you know the ¢ Christine Grape ?* It
was sent to me from Philadelphia some years
since. It is a fine grower, bears abundantly, is
free from mildew, and we think it good. It
ripens here earlier than Hartford Prolific,—that,
however, I do not consider any recommendation.*’

[A very good early grape,—also called *‘ Tele-
graph.”]

GROWING SEEDS OF ORIENTAL POPPY.—
Mr. Chas. Downing, says : IfJ. B., Battle Creek,
Mich., will sow the seed of Oriental Poppy as
soon in the spring as the ground is fit to work,

they will be pretty sure to vegetate, at least 1
bave found it so.

THINNING GRAPES ON THE Bunce.—W. H.
W., Reading, Mass.—In thinning out such com-
pactly growing varieties, as Delaware and Diana,
what size should the berries be allowed to attain
before the process is begun ? And what propor-
tion of the entire cluster should be cut ?

[1st. About the size of small Peas. 2d. one-
fourth. ]

Lovuis VAN HouTTE, Nurseryman, Ghent,
Belgium, is a buyer of Peonies, Sarracenias, na-
tive Lilies, Orchids and Ophryds, (Cypripedi-
ums, &c.)

EARLY ToxATOES—J. R. 8., says : ‘““Will the
Karly Tomato humbug ever cease? First, we
had ‘ Cook’s Favorite,” a worthless, hollow
sort ; then the ‘“Tilden,’ neither early nor good ;
this year ‘‘Keyes’ Early,’” which is not five min-
utes earlier than the ‘“Lester,’ nor half as good.
One should- not have expected much from the

| such pears as Admirable, America, Shawmut

and Augustus Dana, at 84 each, could not be
expected to be particular on Tomatoes.

I have grafted the above named pear trees with
Quince, hoping thus to escape the borers which
destroy all our Quince trees in this part of the
country. Is thata new idea ? Will it not suc-
ceed ?7?

[We believe it is a new idea.]

GRAPERIES.,—Mr. Linney, of Cuyahoga Falls,
Swmmit Co., Ohio, says: ‘‘In looking over the
October Monthly, I see the argument is still kept
up about Mr. Miller’s grape, in which I have
taken censiderable interest, as nothing, I thiunk,
looks better to a gardener’s eye, than a good
house of grapes, well ripened with a good bloom
on the fruit. When I came to my present situ-
ation we had no grapery, so three years ago we
put a lean-to against a fence about sixty feet
long, low roof, about 25 or 30 degrees, my boiler
I raised above the ground, both inside and out.
This year I let them fruit for the first time. Now
for the result : my Black Hamburg bore eleven
bunches each, averaging three to four pounds;
one bunch I took to Cleveiand measured 2 feet,
6 inches round, it weighed 5 pounds. The crop
has not hurt she vines in the least, for they have
made fine growth and splendid wood for mext
year’s bearing, and I make no boast when 1 say
I can do it every year with these vines. They
measure round the base of the stem 8 inches and
4at top. They were the admiration of every
one who saw them. I don’t write this to brag
about grape-growing, neither to get it put in your
Monthly, only to say ‘‘that there are as good fish
in the sea as was ever caught.”

CERA8SUS BOREALIS.—J. R. 8. says: “Thisis
a very pretty small tree, or large shrub, that I
never saw recommended for planting ; handsome
shaped head, beautiful bark, good foliage ; flow-
ers as pretty as many of the Spireas, and the
fruit quite ornamental.”

RoGERS’No0.4.—H. W. R. says: Growth very vig-
orous and healthy—no appearance of mildew or
rot. The fruit ripened nearly as early as Dela-
ware, and is very showy in size of both bunch
and berry. When thoroughly ripe it is a fine
fruit ; the best (all things considered) of the six
varieties of Rogers’ Hybrids that I have fruited.
These varieties are Nos. 1, 3, 4, 5, 15, 19.
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FRUIT GROWING IN THE UNITED STATES.—
Mr. S8argent remarks in our last, that America,
he thinks, the worst fruit growing country in the
world. In our next we shall give a paper by Mr.
P. Barry on the same subject.

VIBURNUM PRUNIFOLIUM, J. R. 8. says, is
good for the shrubbery or as a single plant,
though very rarely planted, being so common,—
the woods here are filled with it. I think it the
best deciduous hedge plant we have.”

[We have before remarked, in our journal,
that this is one of the best plants for ornamental

grounds that we know.]

BARKING TREES—J. A., Phila., writes :—*1
read, with great int2rest, in the Monthly last sum-
mer, 1 think in the July number, a so-called cure
for barren apple trees. It was recommended that
the trees should be girdled and the bark entirely
removed around the tree on the longest day of
the year (20th of June.)

‘““May I ask the favor of your informing me
whether you approve this seemingly cruel treat-
ment ?

‘“The article seemed to have your endorse-
ment, but I shall hesitate to risk so heroic a
remedy without your positive doctrine.’’

[We will go fully into this interesting subject
next month.]

NEW AND RARE FRUITS.

TORRAIN GRAPE.—We have samples of this
new white grape from Mr. Barney, who says it
is a chance seeding taken up with other seedlings
under an Isabella vine, by Mr. Hopkins, of
Lorrain Co., and that the foliage in form and
color resembles Catawba, with the texture of
Isabella.

The berries had fallen from the bunch, which
had been many days reaching us, but were in fair
condition, not having fermented. Ithasa honied
sweetness, rather a thin skin, bunch and berry
of fair size, and we should judge from these
samples, (though late in the season, Oct. 1st), &

first rate variety.

‘MoUNT VERNON PEAR (Brincklé).—This Pear
raised by the late Hon. 8. Walker, of Roxbury,
Mass., and described and figured by Dr. Brinckle,
at page 27 of the 2 volume of the Gardener’s
Monthly, still retains its excellent character. At
the last November meeting of the Penna. Hort.
Society, some specimens from Messrs. Walker &
Co. were exhibited, and were awarded the
Society premium for the ‘ Best Seedling Pears »
not before exhikited. The specimens were larger
than the figure given by Dr. Brinckl..

GRAPE, NORDIN’'S SEEDLING.—A variety with
this name was exhibited at the Oswego Fall
Agricultural meeting, but beyond the statement
that it was ‘“‘early and delicious,’’ we have no

description.

APPLE, WHINERY RED.—Is figured in a late
Prairie Farmer, which says it was received from
Mr. Mark Bonsal, of Salem, and that it is unable
to decide whether it is not some other apple
under a new name. It is thus described :

"The size small; stem and seeds very small;
color dark red, lighter about the calyx, with fine
specks of white ; glossy like the Romanite ; mild -
sub-acid ; fine flesh and juicy. For an apple to
be in such good condition the middle of July, we
should say the WHINERY RED was a good thing
to have.

GRAPE, BLACK BARBAROSSA.—This is not a
variety which properly comes under the head of
‘“‘new or rare;” but a bunch weighing within
an ounce of 5 lbs., and remarkably well ripened,
such as is now before us, from Mr. J. H. Cook,
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, and which his excellent
gardner, Robert Linney sends us, is rare, and
merits a place in this column.

. ——

THE FREEMAN PEACH.—My attention has
lately been called to a new seedling peach pro-
duced this year for the first time, so far as known,
on the farm of Captain H. C. Freeman, of this
place. I think it merits attention for its combi-
nation of very excellent qualities at a very late
season of the year. It ripens after all other
good peaches are gone—thé last of the crop
having been just now gathered—showing a season
four or five weeks later than the Smock, and
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about two weeks after the Heath Cling. Its
appearance is much like the Smock, from which
it is probably a seedling ; but it surpasses that re-
liable kind in quality, being more juicy and of
better flavor, fully equaling the Early Crawford
when in its best estate in these respects, as it
does in size.

These are the facts as to this year’s crop, and
it is the opinion of our peach men who have seen
it, that it will prove the greatest acquisition to
the peach list which has been made for years ; as
it can prolong the season of choice free-stone
peaches in the Middle States and Southwardly
for a month or more. Like most of the late
ripening kinds it has a long season of maturity,
and is free from rot. For this latitude, and for
all places where it will ripen, it promises to be
an invaluable market variety.

The tree seems to be a strong grower and free
bearer—leaves long and narrow with globose
glands. Fruit large, round, yellow with red
cheeks, flesh red next the stone, perfectly free,
Jjuicy, and of Crawford flavor.

Very truly yours, - A
PARKER EARLE.
South Pass, Ilis.

[It is unnecessary to say to those who know
Mr. Earle, that a description of a new fruit from
his pen is as reliable a stamp of novelty as any
test that the American Pomological Society might
promulgate. Mr. Earle, however, did not add
the name to his description, we have ourselves
placed the name ‘‘ Freeman ** at the head of the

paper.—ED.] N

ARNOLD'S HYBRID RASPBERRIES.—In the
Gardener's Monthly for October, is an article on
Hardy Raspberries, referring especially to some
new Hybrids raised by Mr. Charles Arnold, of
Paris, C. W. I have had two of these, Nos. 1
and 2, growing in my garden this summer, and
a8 I deem them, (as far as my brief acquaintance
will authorize me to form an opinion), very prom-
ising; I will with your permission give to the
Horticultural world what information I can con-
cerning them.

One plant of each number was sent me last
spring by Mr. A., simply for trial. My soil is too
dry and light to allow any Raspberry to reveal
what its capabilities really are. But they were
set out and left to show what they could do.
They both grew rapidly and strongly, the white

one considerably more so than the red. Each
yielded a few berries so that I could form some
opinion of their quality. Of course fruit borne
the same season that the plants were set, could
not be expected to equal that yiclded by well es-
tablished plants. But yet the fruit of both was
decidedly good. The red I thought nearly as
good as Belle de Fontenay, though not as large.
The white I cannot pronounce with your. corres-
pondent, ‘“‘much superior to Brinckle’s Orange,’”
for it must be a wonderful raspberry of which I
could say that, but it was certainly very good.

The growth of the plants has been remarkable.
They have thrown up enormous canes, (the
white one very nearly an inch in diamcter at the
ground), which stand up like young trees. At
about four feet I pinched them back, which has
caused them to throw out many branches, and
these, on the white variety, are now loaded with
fruit.

I shall leave them unprotected this winter to
test their hardiness. If, as claimed, they are
perfectly hardy, and the size and quality of the
fruit improves with the age of the plants as much
as we may reasonably expect, they will certainly
prove an invaluable addition to our stock of
Hardy Raspberries.—W. H. W., Reading Mass.

KRAMER SEEDLING STRAWBERRY.—A. M.
Purdy, in Prairie Farmer, says : 1 will make the
following proposition : If it (the ‘ Kramer
Seedling *) is superior to the Wilson in those
qualities required for a profitable fruit, I will pay
for the 1000 plants sent me, two hundred dollars.
If it is even decided equal to the Wilson in bear-
ing, I will pay one hundred dollars for the thou-
sand sent me.

THE SALEM GRAPE.—Mr. E. S. Rogers, of
Salem, Mass., in the Country Gentleman, says :
“I would here state that before sending out the
Salem, there was a spurious, black sort, cultiva-
fed by some and sold for the Salem under the
name of No. 22, as I was informed by several
parties who had fruited it.” .

MAIN SEEDLING.—The Editor of the Ameri-
can Journal of Horticulture cautions against pur-
chasing a variety now trumpeted about the coun-
try as the ‘‘Main Seedling,” which isnothing but
the Concord. .
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APPLE, Gresy Kina.—This apple isa very
distinct variety, very handsome in color and
shape, skin covered over with nut-brown russet,
intermixed with red and carmine on the sunny
side ; flesh yellowish, rich and sugary. Highly
recommended, as a late keeping variety, by the
English Pomologist.

ROUNDWAY MAGNUM BONUM.—This is a very
large, late English Apple, an abundant bearer,
and of excellent habit. ‘The Gardeners’ Year
Book for 1885 thus describes it : *“This is a first-
rate culinary apple, and one that may also be
used in the dessert. The fruit is large, roundish
ovate, and angular on the side. The skin is le-
mon yellow, with a few broad broken streaks of
pale crimson on one side. The flesh is yellowish-
white, tender, crisp, very juicy, and with fine
aroma. This was raised by Mr. Joy, gardener
at Roundway Park, Wilts. '

FROGMORE EARLY BIGARREAU CHERRY—
A new English Cherry.—The Florist and Pomol-
ogist thus describes the ‘“Frogmore Early Bigar-
reau Cherry :—At its highest excellence, per-
fectly ripe and waning towards its end, before
any of the other Bigarreaus have yet made their
appearance. It was raised by Mr. Ingram, at
the Royal Gardens at Frogmore. Unlike the
class to which it properly belongs, it has a tender
melting flesh ; in every respect it is a Bigarreau
in habit, leaf and appearance of the fruit, and
must be classified along with those varieties ; but
as if to set at nought all human arrangements, it
persists in having a delicious melting flesh, in-
stead of one that is hard and cracking. The tree
is a great bearer, clusters of a dozen and half to
two dozen large, handsome cherries being pro-
duced on a small spray ; and the fruit ripens in
the middle of June.” -

GRAPES—HYBRID CLINTONS from Dr. A. P.
‘Wylie, of South Carolina. Mr. Arnold, of Can-
ada, and Mr. Moore, of Rochester, have found
the Clinton an excellent stock to hybridize. Dr:
Wylie finds the same facts in the South. Some
specimens he has kindly sent us, show how well
he is succeeding. The berries are as large as
Black Hamburg, and of excellent flavor. This
one, called Clinton No. 1, was raised from pollen
from mixed varieties, from the Lyons’ hothouse,
in Columbia, 8. C. Some of the berries have
measured an inch in diameter, and some of the
bunches weighed 12 oz.,—coloring before Dela-

'Seeds abundant.

ware. The success has been so great that Dr.
Wylie is hybridizing enthusiastically.

ARNOLD’S CLINTON, No. 5.—When we first
called public attention to the real ments of Mr.
Arnold’s hybrids, many of our best pomologists
were incredulous. But they are proving still
more valuable than we anticipated, and we think
will mark the 5th era in American grape history
—the introduction of Isabella and Catawba, Del-
aware, Concord and Rogers’ Hybrids being the
other 4. We find a figure of No. 5 in a late Can-
ada Farmer. It is 10 inches long from the first
shoulder, narrow, berries white, and about the
size of Clinton. )

AMELIA PEACH.—MTr. F. R. Elliott describes
this in the Horticulturist as follows :—

¢ The Amelia isa seedling variety originating
with Mr. George Husman, of Hermann, Mo.,
well known as a skilful viticulturist and an en-
thusiastic promoter of horticulture. The original
tree in his grounds was this pas{season in full
bearing, healthy’ and exhibiting appearance of a
robust habit, much like the Columbia, from which
it is presumed it sprang.

The fruit is large, one quarter larger than
Columbia, round, with a well-defined suture, one
side deepest toward the apex, which has a round-
ed point. Color, clear rich yellow, marbled with
dull red. Flesh, thick, yellow, rich, juicy, sweet
and separating freely from the stone. Season,
about one week to ten days later than Columbia.
Leaf with indistinct globose, almost reni-form,
glands. Pit rather large, angular pointed, and
de\eply corrugated.”

RASCHE APPLE.—The same writer says of it :

“Originated with W. Rasche. Leaf broad,
rounded, oval, thick and coarse. Young wood,
dark brown red, with buds very prominent. Tree
a strong grower, productive and hardy. Fruit
medium, roundish, flattened at ends; surface
with slight appearance as of being ribbed. Skin
glosay, smooth, greenish yellow, with small, ir-
regularly scattered gray dots, with a shade of
deeper green suffused underneath around ; faint
traces of russet at the stem end. Stem short.
Cavity, regular, open, and rather deep. Calyx,
closed. Basin broad, open, deep, abrupt. Flesh
yellowish, crisp, juicy, mild, sub-acid, rich and
high-fiavored. Core medium, compact, close.
Season, December to March.’?
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NEW AND RARE PLANTS.

SYRINGA JoS1IKEA,—A New Hardy Flowering | full flower to figure for our readers. An account
Tree. —Last year we gathered a beautiful |in the English Farmer, which we give below,
specimen of this small tree, fifteen feet high, in!remind us of it. The plant seems to do much

[SYRINGA JOSIK.XEA.]

finer than 1t doesin Europe. The trusses of rich | those of the common lilacs. The flowers are
maroon flowers were not much smaller than | more narrow and slender than the common lilac,
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being more like the common white ‘Fringe,”
and indeed the leaves and growth are both very
much like the Chionanthus.

The English account says it flowers simulta-
neously with the common lilacs, but the Phila-
delphia plant came into flower just as the others
went out, which we thought one of its merits,
as thus prolonging the lilac season. The propa-
gation is like the other lilacs, by suckers or off-
sets. It grows much stronger than the common
species, making a small tree instead of a mere
strong bush, as the common lilac does :

““It was discovered in the Siebenburgen (we pre-
sume the mountains on the Rhine so named) by
a lady—the Frau Baronin von Josika, after whom
it was named Syring Josikeea by Baron Jacquin,
who exhibited it and described it at a scientific
meeting in Hamburg in 1830. It was next no-
ticed in the Botanische Zeitung for 1831, and
living specimens of the plant having been obtain-
ed, it was sent by Messrs. Booth (the eminent
nurserymen of Hamburg) to Dr. Graham, the
then Professor of Botany in Edinburgh, who
figured and described it in the Botanical Magazine
in 1833. It was also figured in the Botanical
Register and other botanical or horticultural pub-
lications of the day.

The occurrence of a distinct species of Syringa
in the mountains of the Rhine has a wider signi-
ficance than at first would appear to attach to it.
It has a bearing upon the disputed place of ori-
gin of the common lilac. Persia is usually taken
for granted to have been the place of its nativity,
and DeCandolle, in his Geographie Botanique,
specifies it as one of those species which by na-
turalization, and spreading from gardens and
cultivation, giving rise to what he considers the
unfounded supposition that it was a native of
Europe. On the other hand, there is strong evi-
dence of its occurrence in Europe in places where
it can hardly be supposedto have been introduced
either by man or any of the other usual agents of
dispersion.

Dr. Heuffel (Bot. Zeitung, of 1831) states that
it adorns with its copious blossoms the inaccessi-
ble, chalky precipices of the Coerna Valley and
Mount Domaglett, in Hungary, as well as the
whole group of rocks along the Danube, at the
military boundaries of Moldowa,Szaszk, Csiklova
and Krassova. But no stronger proof could be
wished than the actual occurrence in Europe of
an allied species, which is not present in Persia
or anywhere else. Such is the Syringa Josikea.
It is perfectly hardy, and flowers in the open bor-

der simultaneously with the common species— -
that is, in May and June. If gardeners would
bestow the same attention on the species which
they have upon the common one, we can see no
reason to doubt that they would obtain varieties
with as large trusses of bloom (if that be desirable)
as they have done with the Syringa vulgaris.—M.,
in the Farmer.

EUONYMUS RADICANS VARIEGATUS.—This
pretty dwarf and compact growing plant has
stood the past four winters with us without sus-
taining the least injury, although in the protract-
ed storm of last January the minimum temper-
ature was one night as low as 11° Fahr., and on
several occasions under 15°. The constancy and
beauty of its silvery white variegation, which is
occasionally tinged with pink, makes it highly
suitable for ribbon lines and edgings ; and the
free rooting property from which it derives its
name renders it of the easiest propagation, as its
branches even put forth an abundance of roots
above ground, where the plants are grown ina
close, warm, moist atmosphere. Our four-year
out plant is not yet more than nine inches high,
although house grown specimens of the same age
are about twice that height ; and for foliage effect
stands in favorable comparison with the silver-
edged geraniums, hence it will be found especially
useful for amateurs and others who may have no
means for wintering these universal favorites.
‘We observe that the successors of the late Dr.
‘Von Siebold are sending out from their celebrated
Leyden nursery the original or green form of this
plant, which is expected to be still more hardy,
and if of the same compact habit of growth it will
also be excellent for edgings.—Gard. Weekly.

ARALIA S1EBOLDIL.—Has stood out the last
three winters alongside of the lays, and although
its leaves, or rather leaf-stems, were bent down
and slightly injured by the snow and frost of last
January, the plant is now putting forth a full
complement of new shoots and enlarged foliage.
Mr. Fortune states that in northern Japan this
species is & handsome evergreen bushy shrub,
from twelve to fifteen feet in height ; and its fine
glossy foliage, which when viewed at a short
distance, may be compared in size and the ap-
pearance to that of the horse-chestnut, will form
quite a novel feature among that of other hardy
evergreens.

GRISELINIA LITTORALIS.—This beautiful,
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glossy, broad-leaved evergreen, which grows in
New Zealand to the height of sixty feet, was not
in the least affected by the 11° of minimum tem-
perature last January, which cut down the com-
mon Laurustinus and injured the shoots of the
common bay laurel, as well as those of the sweet
bay, that were growing in its vicinity, so that it
may be considered one of the showiest of hardy
evergreens.—R. M. S., in the Farmer.
[@riselinia littoralis always suffers severely
near London in hard winters, and has been fre-
quently destroyed at Stoke Ncwington, notably
80 in the winter of 1860-61. In the nursery of
Mr. Drummond, Bath, it is not hurt in winter,
and it flowers freely, and bears abundance of
berries, but no doubt they will prove of great
value for our Southern States.—Ep. G. M.]

Poa TRIVIALIS ARGENTEA ELEGANS (Sil-
ver-leaved Meadow Grass). This is thus describ-
ed in England : ‘“This plant is commended as one
of the most useful and beautiful varieties of hardy
grasses with silvery white-margined leaves yet
introduced to gardens. It is strictly a perennial
in habit, fdrming a remarkably dense and com-
pact many-branched growth from the base, and
by its natural and free tendency to emit roots
upon the under shoots, makes a close, yet grace-
fully free growth from 4to 9 inches in height, and
with a luxuriance which renders it suitable for
grass plots or terraces,covering the ground-surface
with a herbage as close as an ordinary meadow,
whilst its elegantly-variegated leaf-blades pro-
duce an effect upon a much larger scale than can
be had from any other silver-leaved grass.

By forming ornamental portable specimens and

!suspended basket groups of this variety in the
. early winter and spring months, for conservatory

and greenhouse decoration, it will at those sea-
, sons be found by far the most brilliant and pic-
turesque plant in its tribe.

From its ready increase, it is especmlly adapt-
ed for small flower-stands and vases, and by its
freeness in growth when placed in a genial warm
greenhouse, it is equally adapted for larger
groups and designs, affording a fine relief or con-
trast with green-leaved plants of uniform growth
and size. For a vase of finer ramose Lycopods
or Ferns, the silver-leaved meadow grass will
form an exquisite silver chain or outer belt, or a
group of the latter, margined with the former,
or the still more graceful Isolepsis gracilis, would
be very effective.

No other yet introduced is 8o admirably adapt-
ed as the present one for marginal effect, or as a
belt for conservatory decoration on a large scale.

The facility of its growth, ready increase, and
uniformily picturesque effect in the embellishment
of illuminated drawing and ball-rooms, when
cultivated in large groups, render it one of the
most valuable of plants in its scction ; and the
first example of a long-wished-for-desideratum of
a plant perfectly adapted, by greenhouse culture,
for flornl decoration by day and night through-
out the winter months. .

The Silver Meadow grass differs from the varie-
gated forms of Dactylis by the much more dense
and luxuriant growth, the former having numer-
ous small rootlets upon the under stems ; the lat-
ter species are generally restricted to solitary tufts
of growth, without such roots, and thereby admit
of but slow increase.

DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE.

OBITUARY.

DRrR. DEWEY, of Rochester, is amongst the
losses of the month. In many branches of
science he was distinguished, but known to our
readers, chiefly, as one of the leading American
Botanists. In some branches of botany he had
few equals, and was looked up to as authority
by his contemporaries.

JERSEY PORT WINE.—In every grocer’s store
may be seen pictures of a beautiful girl gathering
grapes ; and every effort is made to induce the

public to believe that the wine to which this card
alhudes is the genuine juice of the grape. .

United States officers are made to certify in
advertisements to the *‘ genuine grape wine made
from the real Port grape in so and so’s vineyard
in New Jersey ;’ and clergymen are found to re-
commend it, for ‘‘ sacramental purposes,’” as the
pure juice of the grape.

Now there are many who do not belicve that
Passaic (New Jersey) grows the genuine Port
grape ; but it does, and so do all other parts of
New Jersey.
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The following is Mr. Robert Bulwer's state-
ment from the English consulate, at Oporto, to
the British Government, as to how our ‘ Port
‘Wine ” is made ; and we see no reason why our
¢ Samburg Port’ New Jersey friends may not
be ‘considered national benefactors, for their
efforts to drive the foreign stuff from the market:

¢‘ The way in which, what in England is called
Port Wine, has hitherto been manufactured for
the London market, is this : The Paiz de Ven-
haterio abounds in the elderberries ; the berries
of these trees are dried in the sun or in kilns.
The wine is then thrown on them, and the ber-
ries are trodden (as previously the grapes) till it
is thoroughly saturated with the coloring matter
of the berries. Brandy is then added in the pro-
pertion of from three to sixteen gallons to every
p pe of 115 gallons. This is the composition of all
tle Port Wine hitherto drank in England. No
pure wine, no wine not thus specially adulterated
for the English taste, was allowed by the Gov-
ernment Committee of Tasters to pass the bar
of Douro before the year 1865."—Forney’s Press.

VARIETIES OF THE SCUPPERNONG.—On the
Cape Fear they have another variety of Scupper-
nong ; the common variety being white, furnishes
a light and clear wine. The second ripens as the
first is being exhausted, is darker in color, and
produces a stronger wine ; a third ripening still
later, being matured in the house, frequently
lasting until Christmas, furnishing an exceedingly
strong wine, readily causing intoxication. The
vine thrives best in a sandy loam, but prospers
well now on every variety of soil that is sufficiently
dry to yield any of the ordinary hoed crops of the
county. I think it will endure the climate any
where south of the James. It is not practical to
prune it, except with great care and at certain
periods—never in the spring—nor without dres-
ing the wound with great care, the bleeding be-
ing so profuse as to soften and force away any
other than a very tenacious dressing.—Corres-
pondence of Southern Planter.

How TO MAKE AN OLD ORCHARD BEAR
FRrRUIT.—While admiring the dark green and
luxuriant growth of grass in the orchard, I re-
marked to Mr. Lewis that nearly all the old or-
chards of Herkimer seemed to be dying out, but
that his trees were looking unusually well—but
did they bear fruit ? He said he found no diffi-
culty as yet in getting good crops. Last year,
for instance, when the apple crop in Herkimer

was almost an entire failure, his orchard, con-
taining perhaps 170 trees, gave him a thousand
bushels of apples, and that is about his average
crop. But how did he do it ? The secret is
worth knowing. ‘Well said he, “‘there is no great
secret in the matter. You see I get large yields
of grass from this meadow by liquid manuring,
but the trees are benefited by the manures quite
as much as the grass, and perhaps more. I feed
my grasses and I feed my trees, and they do not
fail me.”

One great feature in the use of sawdust for ab-
sorbing liquid manures, is that it can be spread
evenly and is easily broken up in minute parti-
cles, and thus becomes more available to the roots
of plants and trees.—A. WILLARD in C. Gen-
tleman.

GOODRICH POTATOES.—Mr. Goodrich raised
over 16,000 seedling potatoes of which number
less than 10 sorts have proved of value to the
general cultivator. They are the Cuzco, raised
from the seed of the wild Peruvian, and its pro-
geny the Early Goodrich and Harison ; the Gar-
net Chili, from seed of the Rough Purple Chili,
and its progeny Calico ; lastly the Pinkeye Rusty-
coat, from seed of the Western Red, and its pro-
geny the Gleason.

In addition to these is the Early Rose, not
raised by Mr. Goodrich, but obtained from seed
of the Garnet Chili in 1861, by Mr. Albert Bresee,
of Vermont.—Practical Farmer.

SOUTHWESTERN VIRGINIA is an Arcadia of
pastoral lands, live stock, grain and fruits ; of
salt copper, lead, lime, gypsum, sulphur and
other minerals ; and its soil and climate are un-
surpassed in fertility and salubrity. Its waters
flow southwest into Tennessee, and northwest
and north into the Big S8andy and New River.
Inits centre nearly is a garden, called Burke's
Garden, inclosed by nature with mountains for
palisades ; a parallelogram lying north and south,
in which rises the Blue Stone spring, flowing
through the only outlet on the western barrier
into Wolf creek, a branch of New River. Itis
one of the richest and loveliest spots in a whole
region of fertility, beauty, mineral wealth, and
curious and wonderful topography. This region,
independent of its portion of the Alleghany range,
contains about 5,000 square miles, and is capable
of containing’a population of 650,000 inhabitants.
—J. R. RUFFIX, in Southern Planter.
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S80UR AND SWEET APPFLES ON THE SAME
TREE.—The Maine Farmer gives an account of
this phenomenon on the farm of Capt. Benjamin
Allen. We have seen accounts of this freak fre-
quently in various parts of the United States.
It is no doubt characteristic of the Rhode Island
Greening to vary in this way.

TrE RAWIE.—It is planted by root cuttings,
and propagated by layers and cuttings, increases
very rapidly—2000 plants having this year been
started from 20—and springs up perennially from
the roots, wherever the ground does not freeze a
foot deep. From 2 to 4 cuttings, yielding each

150 pounds of fibre, bringing now in London 60
cents in gold, can be gathered annually from
every acre of well-rooted plants.—CORRESPON-
DENT in Southern Cult.

THE BEECH A8 A HEDGE PLANT.—It may
be used with much success, making a beautiful «
hedge, if care is used in shortening in. I saw
many hedges of this kind in Switzerland, Eastern
France and Prussia, and was struck with the
adaptation of the beech for a thin but effective
hedge. It branches little, is stiff and keeps its
place. I saw but little that was killed or injured
by dry seasons.—T. 8. L., in Maine Farmer.

FOREIGN

WINES OF ENGLAND AND FRANCE.—In the
comparison of French and English wines, made
from fruit other than the Grape, the preference,
as to superiority, must be given to the French
manufacture. 'With really superior fruits we
make worse wines. It may be that, hereafter,
this department of English industry will receive
more attention, and that with this attention, the
quality will advance.

There are two principal modes of preparing
wine from fruits,—the one by fermentation, pure
and simple ; the other by the addition of eau-de-
vie and of sugar. The first procedure gives the
veritable wine. As to the latter, the simple fer-
mentation is allowed to proceed with a greater
portion of the fruit, the remainder only being
mixed, in the first instance, with eau-de-vie and
sugar, and when the fermentation is complete,
mixed with the residue of the liquor to give it
flavor and body. All parts of the fruit are ordi-
narily submitted to fermentation. The white
and red wines of Burgundy are in high request
for coloring and giving flavor to Gooseberry,
Apple, Cherry, Peach and other wines.— Agricul-
tural' Gazette

BOUQUETS AT THE BURY ST. EDMOND’S
ExHIBITION.—Of Ladies’ Hand Bouquets some
40 were shown, which it is impossible to criticise,
except so far as to say that we by no means fall
in with the views of the judges as to the most
meritorious among them. The 1st prize was
given to Mr. Delamere, Holm Lane, Oxton.
This bouquet consisted of pale Roses, Stephano-

INTELLIGENCE.

tis, Myosotis and Heliotrope mixed in the centre;
a band of Bougainvillea, and outside of this again
were Roses and mixed flowers, and a fringe of
Adiantum cuneatum. The 2d prize fell fo Mr.
B. R. Cant, Colchester, whose bouquet was spoil-
ed by a huge Eucharis bloom in the centre, which
was out of character with the other materials.
A prettier effect was produced by the 3d prize
bouquet, sent in by Mr. Robins, Oakley Park,
who had Rose buds,sprigs of Kalosanthes, Heaths
and Myosotis in the centre; the margin fringed
with Hordeum jubatum, and the surface feather-
ed over with Airopsis. It was spoiled by a stalk
of the variegated Cyperus alternifolius at the
crown, and by having too much Airopsis, but
was otherwise very pretty. Several of the others
showed considerable talent in the art of arrang-
ing flowers, especially one from Miss 8. Goodrick,
Hengrave Mills, Bury, which was the most taste-
ful of the whole lot.—Gardener’s Chronicle.

HORTICULTURAL SHARPERS.—England has
her share of Horticultural sharpers, as well as
the United States. The Gardener's Chronicle
gives the following as a sketch of ‘‘one of their
ways” of working :

¢One summer afternoon a gentleman alights
from his dog-cart at Mr. Royston’s extensive
grounds, and gives in his card, ‘Mr. Waiter Long,
Longsight, Manchester.” He has come to look
out some shrubs, trees and floricultural rarities,
for his ‘place.” He evinces considerable know-
ledge of the specimens shown him, but defers to
Mr. Royston’s judgment in the selection. About
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fifty pounds’-worth are chosen, and promised to
* besentoff. Mr. Long explained that he never
ran bills, always preferred to pay cash; but
having been at great expense about his ‘place,’
and having allowed himself to be persuaded to
exceed the amount he intended expending in
shrubs, he supposed his acceptance at two months
would be satisfactory ? The candor of his man-
ner disarming suspicion, Mr. Royston was pre-
vailed upon to part with his goods on those terms.
In two months’ time he discovered himself to be
a victim of the “Long?’ firm, without hope of re-
dress. It is worse than useless to sue a man ona
bill who has got nothing ; while as no ‘false pre-
tences’ had been made, he was not amenable to
criminal law,for Walter Long really lived at Long-
sight, Manchester, and had a ‘place’ there com-
prising two rooms, and about ~half-a-crown’s
worth of furniture.

A month after this bill had been dishonored,
the same gentleman, in the same dog-cart (hired
from the neighboring town), presented himself
once more at Mr. Royston’s place of business.
Mr. Royston could hardly believe his eyes ; called
him a thief, and a swindler, and ordered him off
his grounds.

¢‘All you say may be correct.” Mr. Long own-
ed very calmly. ‘I am a swindler, and I don’t
deny it.” I am a member of the ‘Long’ firm,
but our rule is never to swindle the same man
twice. Iam come to make as far as lies in my
power, reparation for the loss I caused you. You
remember those shrubs you sent me ? I sold
them pretty well, I am pleased to tell you. (Don’t
get angry, but listen.) They gave such satis-
faction, that I now have an order to supply an-
other lot at a much better figure, and I thought
1 couldn’t do better than come and make an hon-
est deal with you for them.’

‘And you think me fool enough to be gulled a
second time !’ said Mr, Royston.

‘Nothing of the kind, my dear sir; I bringthe
money with me’ (he produced a bundle of notes),
‘and I do not wish you to part with your géods
till they are paid for. I am sure you are too good
a man of business to allow any sore feeling at
being ‘done’ before, to interfere with an opportu-
nity of turning money now. Besides, we do
business honestly at times. I have a bona-fide
commission to buy these trees, and out of my
profit I will certainly pay you something off the
acceptance.’

Mr. Royston not seeing how he could lose
money on such terms, was finally persuaded to

deal, Shrubs were selected to the same amount
as before—fifty pounds—packed in his wagon,
and started into town ; the arrangement being,
Mr. Long should drive Mr. Royston to his hotel,
where he would pay the account.

Having directed his man not to deliver the
goods at the railway station, but to wait with
them outside the hotel for orders (a precaution
which Mr. Long assented to as quite justified),
Mr. Royston mounted the dog-cart, and was
driven into town to the hotel by his customer.
Arrived there, Mr. Long called for brandy-and-
water, cigars and writing materials ; paid his
hotel bill, somewhat ostentatiously displaying his
gold and notes ; and asked Mr. Royston to write
him out a receipt for the amount of his account.

This done, Mr. Long began to count out the
money in payment ; but stopped in the middle of
his occupation, as if struck by a sudden thought.

‘This won’t do,’ he said thoughtfully. ‘I have
not been a swindler for nothing. If I pay you
this money now, you will pocket it for your ac-
ceptance, and then go and tell your man to drive
back to your place again with the shrubs, so that
I sball be swindled this time.’

Mr. Royston disclaimed any idea of the kind.

‘No doubt, my dear sir, no doubt; but a man
in my position can’t afford to place himself in any
one’s hands. Now you see, that I have the
money to pay, and I know that you have the
receipt in your pocket. Tell your man todeliver
the goods at the railway station (goods depart-
ment), when I will give you the notes, and you
can hand me the receipt. That’s fair to you, and
secures me.’

Not seeing any hitch, and knowing that Long
had the money, Mr. Royston acceded to this prop-
osition, though not without considerable hesita-
tion. Accordingly, the goods were consigned at
the railway station, to a Manchester firm by
Long’s directions. Mr. Royston asked for his
money.

‘Shake hands with me, my dear sir,’ said
Long : ‘you are the bestfriend I ever met.’

‘What do you mean ?’

‘This. My train starts in ten minutes ; you
can send in youraccount when you please, or you
can draw on me at two months, if you prefer—
or book it, you know.’

Royston fetched a policeman; but when Mr.
Long explained that it was a mere matter of debt
to be recovered by the usual process, the con-
stable regretted that he could do nothing in the
case.”
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HORTICULTURAL NOTICES.

AMERICAN POMOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

‘We continue some of our notes, giving
the discussion on Pears, and a few other matters
of interest. The whole of the pear talk was in
the most rapid manner,—several members speak-
ing mearly at once,—our report, however, we
believe correct, so far as it goes, though we fear,
we have omitted some opinions which would
bhave been valuable, had we been able to catch
them in time.

Clapp’s Favorite, a pear recently originating
at Boston, was highly commended on all hands.
Barry said not very vinous, but good and pro-
mising.

The President pronounced it the largest, hand-
somest and best, of early pears, productive,
lacking nothing for a first class pear. It ripens
ten days earlicr than the Bartlett.

Edmunds. Barry said not handsome, but good
at Rochester.

Julienne is old, but a good variety and of first
quality.

Howell. Barry said handsome fruit. Hus-
man, fine and productive. A voice from Ohio
said, ‘‘fine,”” and others from Cleveland, St. Louis
and Boston, said ‘‘good.”

Beurre Superfin. Williams of Montclair, N. Jer-
sey, ‘“Fine, but rather acid.”

Sterling, beautiful and desirable market fruit,
although of second quality. Wilder said early.

‘Wedgewood, somebody said was a good early
pear, ripening about 25th of August.

Beurre Diel cracks in, with Wilder ; with War-
der 3 years out of 4. Fine with Dr. Long.
“Well ” with somebody at St. Louis, cracks in
Illinois, no disease with Heaver, (Cincinnatti)
in 25 years.

Beurre d’Anjou was universally commended
as one of the best pears of its season, as well as one
of the most profitable for market at Alton, Ills.
Good with Brown.

Sheldon, Mr. Lyon in a report says, was highly
commended without dissent ; but our notes say,
Hooker of Rochester, “‘one of the best,”” Bronson
of Geneva, ‘‘very good,” Mc Cullough of Cincic-
natti, ““leaf blighted badly,” Trowbridge of Con
necticut, “‘cracks,” Manning of Massachusetts,
“first-rate.

Beurre Clairgeau was extolled for beauty, size,
flavor, but not 1st rate by Barry.

Dorr and Richardson were also inquired for,
but nobody answered.

Tyson was highly praised, although a tardy
bearer, by Clagget, Mo., also Colman’s, Mo., ex-
perience. Wilder, ‘‘a first class amateurs fruit.»
Williams, hangs well on the tree—bears later on
standards.

Onondaga is generally successful—excellent for
market with Wilder. _

Easter Beurre, not approved ; needs a long
season at Alton, Ills. Parker Earle, South Pass,
Ils., poorquality. In Ohio, fine. In St. Louis,
fine.

Winter Nelis, small, but excellent. Wilder,
poor. Barry at Rochester, one of the best when
well grown, wants good culture, and the fruit
thinned, when it is one of the noblest of pears’
others spoke of it as ‘‘generally good.” A ‘mass’
voice said it was ‘‘poor.” Hooker (Rochester)
thought it tco uncertain. Flagg at Alton, found

‘| it *‘good in a long season.”’

Lawrence, McCullough (Cin.), “best winter
pear,” also said Colman and Brown Smith ; at
Rochester some said very good. Good with Wil-
liams at Mont Clair, N. J. A late autumn pear
with Dr. Hull, at Alton, Ills. Some one at Keo-
kuk, Iowa, said keeps well till April there. T.
T. Lyon, Plymouth, Mich., said keeps long and
very good.

Flemish Beauty,‘bad”” with Wilder ;at Alton.
Ills., ‘“flne.” Cincinnatti, some one said ‘‘best
they have,” but Heaver of the same place, said
‘“variable.” Parker Earle, South Pass, ‘“leaf
blights.” Brown Smith, ‘‘very good, if gathered
early.” Bryant, Princeton, Ills., ‘‘leaf blights.”
Nelson, Fort Wayne, ‘‘one of the best and most
profitable.”

Beurre Hardy. Barry, ‘fine, first quafity,
fine foliage.” Williams, ‘cracks very badly at
Mont Clair.’ '

Beurre Bosc, several spoke in its favor. Clag-
get did not like it, and Colman, both of St. Louis,
thought it poor.

Vicar of Winkfield. Sylvester, found it valu-
able at Lyons, N. Y. Wilder found it good,
when managed like Easter Beurre.

Dix. Wilder, slow in bearing, sometimes
cracks, but fine when it comes right.

The President presented the following list of
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pears unanimously recommended by the Massa-
chusetts Horticultural Society, as the best for
general cultivation in that State :

Bartlett, Seckel, Urbaniste, Merriam, Sheldon,
Beurre d’Anjou.

Next to the above, if the list is to be extended :

Brandywine, Doyenne Boussock, Beurre Bosc,
Onondaga, Howell, Lawrence.

And for a further extension :

Belle Lucrative, Paradise d’Automne, Beurre
Superfin, Marie Louise, Beurre Clairgeau, Vicar
of Winkfield.

Cherries were next considered, but received
little attention.

Dr. Edwards, of Missouri, in behalf of the
ladies of St. Louis, presented the President with
a beautiful wreath of evergreens, interwoven with
flowers, which was accepted by him with the
warmest expressions of gratification.

On account of the want of time, it was ordered
that the reports of standing committees be re-
ceived by the Secretary, unread, and published
with the proceedings.

On motion of Mr. Nelson, of Indiana, the fol-
lowing preamble and resolution were adopted :

W hereas, The time left to this Convention for
the discussion of the merits of the apple, is entire-
ly inadequate to do justice to this great staple
and most important of all fruits ; therefore,

Resolved, That growers of that fruit be request-
ed to communicate with the General Fruit Com-
mittee in regard to the value and adaptation of
different varieties to the different soils and cli-
mates, as well as the diseases of the fruit and the
tree ; and thatsaid committee may communicate
the same to the Society, at such time and in such
manner a8 they shall deem expedient.

OHIO POMOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

The Annual Meeting of this Society took place
at Sandusky, on 7th of December. The snow-
storm prevented many from attending ; as it was,
there was an average of about fifty members pre-
sent each day—not as many as usual, we were
informed. The show of fruits was not as large
as on former occasions, but were—Apples and
Grapes—of high character. Amongst the former
were not many new—but the Grimes’ Golden
Pippin, now several years before the public, but
little known, was prominent. Moore’s Extra,
from Sciota County, was favorably received ; and
the Lady’s Favorite, from Tuscola, Flory’s Seed-
ling Bellflower and Carpenter’s No. 1, received

‘favorable notice from the committee. Of grapes,

there was nothing better than the far famed Ca-
tawba. Of whites, however, a new one,—Lor-
raine—seemed to us to promise favorably to com-
pete for the honor of being the best white grape
out.

We arrived there the end of the first day, and
found Mr. Bateham urging the Society to change
its name from Pomological to Horticultural Soci-
ety, a suggestion which was afterwards adopted.

Col. Richmond, a very successful fruit grower,
then gave a very interesting history of fruit grow-
ing at Sandusky. Dr. Warder followed by an ex-
cellent address, which, as it was in manuscript,
will no doubt be published in the transactions of
the Society.

Being in a favorable grape region, this subject
had an excellent chance for ventilation. A long
list of varieties was taken up—many of them pro-
duced no response, but on the following a discus-
sion took place :

, Adirondac had not done well with some San-
dusky growers. Pretty fair at Delaware, Ohio.

Aiken. Some speakers thoughta distinct seed-
ling ; others that it was no more than an Isabella,
which had got modified by soil or circumstances,
—a sort of coquetry Miss Isabella is known to be
guilty of.

Allen’s Hybrid. Bateham had found liable to
mildew. Meehan (not a member, but invited to
participate) had no doubt of its being the result
of an attempt to hybridize, but thought the pollen
of the native had been inoperative, and that it
was a foreigner of about the same rank, in gene-
ral for cultivation, as Golden Chasselas, which
often did well in the open air. Mr. Campbell, of
Delaware, said he had a seedling which he knows
is a hybrid, and yet as much like Allen’s Hybrid
as possible.

Alvey. Mr. Miller, of Springfield, a first-class
grape, bul unproductive. Barnes, of Sandusky,
—if not too severely pruned bore well.

Black Hawk. Warder said foliage and habit
like Concord ; a little earlier, rather sweeter.

Black King. Campbell said was a little earlier
than Concord but inferior in flavor.

Brinckle. A member said not hardy.

Cassiday, Barney had found to have many good
dualities, but the bunches were too small, and the
other qualities were not sufficiently superior to
outweigh this defect.

Catawba. Elliot said *nothing equal to it to-
day,” and other speakers agreed with him to &

greater or less degree.
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Charlotte was said to be, by several gentlemen,
not Diana, but like it. Elliott and Campbell un-
able to detect any difference, and Barney re-
marked that he had found Diana variable enough
to make a Charlotte.

Christine, Meehan said ranked in Pennsylvania
as a valuable early grape, though not of first-
class excellence. It was the same as Telegraph.

Clinton. Praised highly by Bateham for pro-
ductiveness after it was 3 years old ; his experi-
ence was in heavy clay soil.

Concord generally praised—and the announce-
ment made that it formed an excellent sparkling
wine.

Cuyahoge had been found valuable in wine-
making, for mixing with other varieties.

Cynthiana. Like,and Warder thought might
prove a rival to, Norton’s Virginia.’

Delaware. Had not done well with Warder
till this year—was very good this year. Bateham
said it was better than anything else this year.
Too much moisture in the subsoil would prevent
a Catawba from ripening, but would not thus af-
fect a Delaware. General Mills found Delaware
to prefer limestone clay. Butiles thought the
prevalent idea that an extra rich soilis necessary
for Delaware an error. '

Diana Hamburg, one gentleman had found a
rather late variety.

Golden Clinton, Campbell had found wanting
in flavor.

Detroit, like Catawba, but earlier.

Hartford Prolific. It was noted by several, as
a good point in its favor, that it would hanglong
on the vine, and one need not hurry it on to a
falling market. Some had known them remain
on the vine till Catawbas were ripe. Warder
had seen them, at Knox’s, on the vines so late as
October 10th.

Hattie. It was said there were two of the same
name. ’

Iona, Col. Richmond said, last year, it dropped
its leaves ; this year it promised very well. It
did not bear as much as he would like,—but he
thinks much better of it than hedid. It ripened
with him one week earlier than Catawba. Col.
Buttles, of Columbus, gave an excruciating ac-
count of his experience with it. He commenced
in ’65 with 53 vines, from Dr. Grant, planted in
a soil and situation especially praised by him who
said *‘ he would give a good deal for a few inches
of such soil on Iona Island.”” In the fall, all the
vimes were dead except one, which grew remark-
ably strong, and proved to be a Rogers’ No. 9.

! Determined to succeed, he set out 500 more, of

first quality vines. 165 were all that were alive
in spring. Undismayed, he set out 500 more, of
which many died; but, determined to survive
the excoriating process, he put in again another
400. TIIis whole bill for Tona vines with the Dr.,
was $1800.

He begins to have some hopes at length,
as he has now 50 little vines alive, and from one
he got a tiny little bunch last fall. In view of a
five dollar book having been recently got out,
with no other object than to puff this grape, he
wanted information, and to know whether it was
worthy of culture, or whether he was a victim of
misplaced confidence.

Mr. Stephens said the demand for Ionas had
been enormous, and the vitality of the vine had
been impaired by steam propagation to supply it.
Another gentleman denied that the Iona had
‘been so extensively planted as to create any
more demand for it than for many other popular
vines. Dr. Warder said, other kinds of vines
had been steam propagated as badly as Iona.
Mr. Campbell said he could and would engage to
produce, by ‘‘steam propagation,’’ as good vines
which should be permanently as healthy as vines
raised any other way.

Bateham said the fact that it did well with Col.
Richmond, 'and in other places he had seen,

'showed there was nothing diseased in the consti-
tution of the vine. It might be found that it was
a grape not so well adapted to general culture, in
all parts of the country, as some others. This
year was a very peculiar one, and should not be
taken as a final test of its value. He feels sure it
will do better another year. He has no interest -
in Iona, any more than any other grape,—but it
is so good a grape, when it does well, that he
would not have cultivators too easily discour-
aged.

Mr. Marshall said he had 50 vines, 2 years old,
which, although they had not fruited, grew en-
couragingly. Dr. Newton said they had done
pretty well on Catawba Island, and he had heard
they were pretty fair at Vineland, N. J.

Mr. Meehan was asked if a statement circu-
lated by Dr. Grant, in every hamlet in the Union,

‘that he would as soon have an Iona as a Muscat
of Alexandria was still his opinion—as the ques-
tioner believed that opinion had been the cause
of numbers being planted ? Mr. M. was also
asked for his experience of the grape in Pennsyl-
vania. Mr. M. said it was a matter of taste. He

would prefer a well-ripened Iona to a Muscat of
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Alexandria. Many others might not. The no-
tice referred to was not authorized by himn ; and
if the parts of the latter given in asterisks had
been fully supplied, it would have borne another
construction.

He had seen some instances of great success
in his State with Iona,—and far many more
failures : not more so, perhaps, than with some
other new grapes. Thousands of dollars have
been spent on new grapes in his vicinity within
ten years, but no one bad any fruit of any conse-
quence to show, but Concord and Clinton. He
knew of a case of Lonas which were tolerable last
year, but of no account this. Elliott moved to
drop the discussion of Iona, until we ‘‘see the
fruit on the vines.” Carried.

Israella was not esteemed of any consequence.
Buttles had a similar experience with it as with
Jona.

Isabella found many advocates. It and Cataw-
ba were still the favorites in New York market.
Storrs knew $500 to net from one acre. Rich-
mond deemed it more reliable than Catawba.

Mottled, Mr. Kelley said, had all the essential
qualities of Catawba, but two weeks earlier.
Bateham had seen it at Carpenter’s. It behaved
admirably, was heavily loaded ; when Catawba
along side rotted considerably. Must marked 94
and Leike says best of any for wine. Campbell
agreed to its wine virtues, but not as good to eat
as Catawba.

Nortow's Virginia necessary to be strongly
rooted or it does not transplant well. Col. Rich-
mond said it made a good dark wine, but did not
recommend it very highly.

Rebecca, Buttles would recommend as a good
amateur’s grape. Campbell had only found it re-
liable in sheltered places.

Rentz, Mechan said, good for wine, but unfit
for table. Warder seconded this estimate.

The Society then took up Roger’s Seedlings, but
there was such a manifest difference of opinion as
to what grape the members had reference to un-
der each number, that we fear the numbers have
got inextricably mixed, and we shut our note-
book in despair of making up any report of a re-
liable nature.

Dr. Warder then gave one of his characteristi-
cally beautiful extempore addresses on the value
of practical entomology, of which we made full
notes, and will publish some day if space permits.

‘We are under great obligations to many friends
at Sandusky, who all united to make our visit a
pleasant and instrnctive one.

KANSAS STATE HORT. SOCIETY.

Under this name a sdciety has been established
which promises to be one of vigorous usefulness.
The first meeting was held at Lawrence on Dec.
12th. Most of the prominent horticulturist of
the State attended.

From the remarks of some of the speakers we -
gather that in Kansas the apple does best on
the elevated lands. Subsoiling is found very bene-
ficial. The hot suns of August often causes the
bark to crack. The ‘“sap blight’ causes some
annoyance. Cultivation destroyg roots. Mr.
Ross had found the roots extended but three in-
ches beneath the surface. Low branched trees
preferable.

Of the Pear the ‘leaf blight'’ had Kkilled the
half of Kelsey’s trees. They do not bear as young
a8 in the east. Do well on the quince. Duchesse
d’Angouleme weighes 1 pound at times. Stan-
dards promise to be most profitable.  Tanner
had 200 trees in bearing. Fruit brings $1.50 per
dozen in Leavenworth. Should plant 1000 trees
in spring. Brackett had found it bad to stir the
soil for dwarf., Ceased the practice and his pears
now did well.

Of Peaches Dr. HHousely had them bearing beau-
tifully,. With many the buds had been killed,
and he proposed to plant for screens. The cur-
culio prevented very bright prospects for plum
culture in Kansas.

Cherries of the Morella class were spoken of as
a successful crop.

Of Grapes the Concord seemed to generally do
well. Members were divided about all others.

The Strawberry does as well in Kansas as in
any State east. Most of the speakers had found
the Jucunda every way better than any other.
Wilson’s Albany the next best for profit ; Max-
well, however, giving the latter his first choice.

In Raspberries the Purple Cane had many
favorites. Philadelphia was attacked and defen-
ded by athers.

In regard to Blackberries several had found the
wild kinds of Kansas preferable to Lawton, but
not so thought Maxwell. He also had been suc-
cessful with the Currant, but Housely, Brown,
Ross, Tanner, Stayman and Lines had not. The
currant borer and summer heat seems to be the
stumbling block.

The Gooseberry did well with all.

The subject of pruning at transplanting was
discussed, but the speakers seemed divided in
their opinions as to the advantage or injury of
the practice.
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HINTS FOR

FLOWER GARDEN AND PLEASURE
GROUND.

At the time of writing this (early in Jan.) the
weather is mild, and the hard Winter weather of
the whole of December seems broken up. No
doubt we shall soon again have another visit from
the grim Ice King, and then we shall not be let
off so easily. Now, although our December tem-
perature ruled almost continually below 20°, and
often near Zero, vegetation is apparently no more
injured than if we had had but half-a-dozen
degrees of frost. This is from the equable night
and day temperature, and the absence of dry
winds. Soon however the tissues will be gorged
with sap, and the hot day suns and dry winds

Fie.

time to fill up strong as the cut away ones were.
Hedges that have been neglected, and are to be
renovated should be cut down to six inches from
the ground if not already done. Miserable things,
mere trees of a dozen or twenty years standing, |
may be reconstructed most beautifully by this
cutting down process. Hedges generally should
not be cut at this season for any other purpose
than to bring them into shape.

FEBRUARY. ’

will cause rapid evaporations, when many losses
will follow even lower temperatures than we have
had in the past month. So those who have half-
hardy plants unprotected will find much value
yet in covering them. For hardy plants, or any
small things that will bend down, common earth
is as good as anything. It acts just the same as
snow, which we know is one of the best plant
protectors. For most larger things a simple
shade from the sun will be effective.

All pruning should be done as early as possible,
for the later it is left, the weaker the shoots push,
—the roots store up sap all Winter for a grand
push in Spring, and the end buds get most of the
supply, by cutting back early the lower buds get

© e

1.

Rustic adornments very often highly embellish
grounds. These can be made of split wood
nailed to board frames. The worst feature is that
they rot away so soon in our climate as scarcely
to serve long enough for the labor. To guard
against this every part of the frame work should

: be tarred or painted, and the pieces used for the

fancy work should be stripped of its bark, and
painted of various shades of color to represent
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natural shades of bark. The effect is not so stri-
king as when the bark is left on, but we have to
sacrifice a little to permanence.

Fig. 1, is an illustration of a rustic flight of
steps taken from Noel Humphrey’s work, which
will serve to show what we mean by splitting
sticks.

Fia. 2.

Fig. 2, is an old tree turned into a rustic seat.
In this case also we would strip the bark off, as
well as open the soil about the collar of the tree,
and tar well to preserve it from rotting there.

F16. 8.

Fig. 3, is a design for a rustic flower stand,—
but these can be made of so many designs and
shapes by a handy laborer that models are scarce-
ly necessary. '

In those parts of the Union where frost is over,
February is the great planting month, but do not
plant immediately after the frost leaves the soil ;
wait till it dries a little, when you can tread the
soil firmly about the roots without risk of render-
ing it hard as it dries more. If circumstances
make it necessary to plant in wet soil, do not press

the soil much until it gets drier. It is important

to have the soil well pressed about the roots, but
it injures soil to press it when wet.

As soon as the frost leaves the ground, the
lawn should be rolled with a heavy roller, while
it is yet soft ; this will make it have a smooth sur-
face, take out many small inequalities, and press
again into the soil the roots of the finer grasses
which the frost may have drawn out. Where
new lawns have to be made next Spring, the
seeds should be sown as early in March as possi-
ble, and the ground should be prepared for that
now, if opportunity offers. For a good lawn the
soil should be loosened at least twenty inches
deep, and be well enriched with stable-manure,
where practicable, in preference to any concen-
trated preparations. Guano, super-phosphates,
&c., are well enough ; but they do not give the
soil that fibre, or lend it that porosity by which it
retains moisture and air, so essential to perfect
vegetation.

FRUIT GARDEN.

Discussion is still progressing, as to whether it

is right or not to prune fruit trees at transplant-
ing. Owur advice is to do so, more or less, in all
cases.
‘Wherever grafting is to be done, many proceed
at once when they think frost is over. Our ex-
perience is that the best time is just as the leaf
buds are bursting. The grafts must be cut long
before, and buried in the earth to keep them from
shrivelling. When the scions are thus preserved
grafting may be done to near midsummer. Very
strong and long grafts may be used on all trees,
if not done too early. Marshall P. Wilder gets
strong trees very soon by this plan. If too carly
done these long shoots would dry up. These re-
marks are for amateurs who have but a few trees
to do; and it is now almost necessity for every
one to have some varieties which are not found
to do well in a locality re-grafted with those that
will. Nurserymen who have much to do, must
begin early ; but they use short grafts, with little
evaporating surface exposed. For wax to keep
out the air from the wound, farmers use common
earth, with a piece of rag tied around to keep it
from washing away. Others who have more to
do, use beeswax, rosin, and lard in about equal
proportions, melted, and applied a little warm.
Some years ago we published a plan for making
a liquid wax, simply melted rosin poured into a
bottle of alcohol. In the next number we shall
have a paper by Horticola on an improved French
method.
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Grape Vines are of course all pruned and tied
up. Just as the buds are bursting the steel blue
beetle attacks them. Hand killing is the remedy.

‘Where Grape Vines are to grow fast, use twiggy

stakes or wire trellis for them to cling to. It is
as good as manure. Also in planting Grapes be
sure to have a dry bottom. The best security
against wet roots is to raise the soil above the
level of the surface. Also the drier the soil the
richer it may be without risk of injury. Organic
manures sour rapidly in wet places, and injure
tibres.

Peaches that have the yellows may be recov-
ered by pruning in to the old stump. Dead heart
wood makes yellows,—the sap thus becomes ob-
structed, and the¥e is no remedy, but to let the
tree thus renew itself. The curl is caused by a
rapidly changing temperature. Plant them where
they will not push out by a few warm Spring
suns.

Curl is as bad as curculio. If the young leaves
get injured the fruit near them falls. Peaches
should only be pruned when they lose vigor, or
when necessary to correct form.

Gooseberries and Currants should have their
weaker shoots thinned out, and a little of those
left, shortened. It makes the fruit much larger.
The foreign varieties mildew badly unless grown
where the roots will be moist and cool in Summer,
but not wet. All these mountain or high north-
ern races, want a cool Summer soil. With the
exception of the Cluster there has not been much
improvement on the Houghton’s Seedling which
is the most popular of the more hardy American
class. Ot Currants the Red and White Dutch
and Versaillaise are we think still the best.

Of Strawberries, Wilson’s Albany remains the
most generally popular; deficient in flavor, as it
undoubtedly is. Of course they ‘‘may be set out
now,” but such hints are almost too stereotyped
to be of service to our readers.

Of the Fruit Garden for February we may say
in a general way—

Never plant on a cold, windy day, and do not
plant fruit trees an a poor, thin soil. Subsoil,
drain, and enrich, cannot be kept too prominent-
ly before the planter. If the trees grow too lux-
uriantly to bear well after this, it is easily reme-
died. We can plant dwarf trees, or root prune,
or practise Summer pinching and training. The
last can only be done successfully by experts.
‘Where skill cannot be employed, dwarfing and
root-pruning will be extensively used.

VEGETABLE GARDEN.

In those favored localities where the frost has
melted before the suns of Spring, the gardener
will lose no time in getting in his Potatoes, Beets,
Carrots, Parsnips, Peas, Spinage, Radishes, Let-
tuce, Onions, and Salsafy. These should be the
first crops put in after the season breaks up for
good. The earlier they are in, the better. As-
paragus, Rhubarb, and Horse Radish beds may
now be inade. Asparagus roots are generally
planted too thickly to produce fine shoots,—they
starve one another. A bed five feet wide should
have three rows, and the plants set abouf eighteen
inches apart. A deep soil is very important, as
the succulent stems require every chance they can
get for obtaining moisture. About four inches
beneath the soil is sufficient to plant them. Rhu-
barb also requires a deep, rich, and moist soil.
Horse Radish beds are best made by taking pieces
of strong roots, about one inch long, and making
a hole about a foot or tifteen inches deep, with a
dibble, and dropping the piece .to the bottom of
the hole ; a clean, straight root will then rise up
through the soil.—Crowns or eyes are better than
pieces of roots, where they can be had, and a
rich clayey soil better than a light sandy one.

About the middle or end of the month, or still

later in the North,—say the middle of March,—
Celery and late Cabbage may be sown. Here we
usually sow the second week in March.
. Those who have hot-beds will now sow Toma-
toes, Egg Plants, Peppers, and other vegetables
that can be forwarded by this means; and those
who have not, will sow them in boxes or pans
and forward them in-windows. Every garden
ought to have at least a few hot-bed sash to for-
ward early vegetables ; for if they have no means
of applying artificial heat to them, the sash will
of itself forward some things considerably.

All gardens should have beds of herbs. They
are always looked for in the Fall, and nearly al-
ways forgotten in Spring. Now is the time to
plant Thyme, Sage, Mint, Balm, and other per-
ennial herbs, and Parsley and other seeds of
hardy kinds may be sown. When we say now,
it is, of course, understood to mean where the
frost has evidently broken up for the season.
Our readers in less favored climes will not forget
it when it does.

Many parties like to have Turnips sown in
Spring. The only way to succeed with them is
to sow as early as possible, and on a very rich

iece of ground, where they may grow speecily.

they do not swell before the hot weath
they will certainly run to seed. b
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COMMUNICATIONS.

PEAR AND ITS CULTURE.
BY J. C. THOMPSON, TOMPKINSVILLE, N. Y.
Read before the Penna. Hort. Society, Jan., 7, 68.

I have read with deep interest the essay on
t‘Pear and its Culture,” by P. T. Quinn, read
before the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society,
and published in the Gardener’s Monthly, for
November, 1867.

As I bave frequently visited the grounds in
charge of Mr. Quinn, and carefully observed
the manner in which he treats Pear Trees, and
his mode of planting, training, manuring and
keeping the ground in good condition, I am con-
vinced that Mr. Quinn fully understands the
subject he is writing on.

My experience in Pear culture runs back some
seventeen years, increasing my stock, little by

little, until they now number near a thousand '
bearing trees. Having given the subject my'
personal care and attention, and gaining from
the experience of others, as well as from long
and close observation of the wants and habits of
the Pear, leads me to think I am somewhat com-
petent to give an opinion on the subject of Pear
Trees and Pear culture.

It is true that Mr. Quinn has gleaned the
field so thoroughly that scarce a head, or even a
grain, is left for those that follow; in fact, I
might say he has given ‘‘ Pear Culture” in a
nut-shell, and then leaves the subject—a hint to
the wise being sufficient. Yet, in commending
his essay to the careful consideration of others,
which, in my humble opinion, its merits entitle
it to, I, at the same time, propose to say a few
‘“last words?’ on the subject, and thereby,
possibly, add a grain or two of knowledge and
experience to the stock of practical information
furnished the public by the excellent article re-
ferred to.

It is near twenty years since I heard that
worthy nurseryman and pioneer in Pear cul-
ture—William Reed, of Elizabeth, N. J.—say,
¢« It would be impossible to overstock the market
with good Pears for twenty years to come.”
His prophecy of impossibility is literally true.
So far from the market being overstucked with
good fruit, truit-growers are only just beginning
to awaken to the importance of the Pear crop,
or the great profit in growing good fruit, such as
will produce well, sell well, and pay the grower

well. And, hence, the inquiry is not only for
more trees, but better trees, and for the very
best varieties of fruit.

It was a saying of that worthy old pioneer in
gardening—Thomas Bridgeman, the author of
“The Young Gardener’s Assistant”—*‘It is
all folly to grow so great a variety of vegetables;
select only the best of every kind, and grow
that.”” This is equally true of Pears. Why
cultivate such endless varieties?

My experience, like that of Mr. Quinn’s, has
fully satisfied me that we must come down, and
keep down, to a few sorts, and"those only of the
very best kind for family use—for whatever is
best for family use is surely best for market, al-
ways keeping in mind, too, good-keeping sorts
and such as will bear shipping to market, and
will keep well in the hands of consumers.

TFully half of the trees planted for the past
twenty years have proved utterly worthless;
money, labor, time and trees all lost, and,
hence, fruit-growers have not been able to keep
up with the demand, as the great prices obtained
for good fruit clearly show: and, therefore,
William Reed’s prophecy is good for the next
twenty years.

I endorse the mode recommended by Mr.
Quinn, of preparing the ground, as far as he
goes, as to depth, say twenty inches, but will
add, I prefer the ground not only under-drained,
if not naturally well drained, but also prefer the
ground trenched by hand, to the depth of thirty
inches. To do 8o by hand-labor, at this time,
would cost over $100 per acre. But we must
not lose sight of the main fact, viz.: the whole
secret of success in Pear and Apple culture, to
secure a good growth, is to thoroughly prepare
the ground before planting the trees. It is this
great oversight which has cost the country
millions, by loss of labor, time, money and
trees. It is true, the expense of trenching
ground is enormous, even when only one or two
acres are alloted to fruit growing. To spread
out this outlay of labor, I recommend the plan
of trenching the ground in strips three feet wide,
where the trees are-to be planted, lifting the
earth two spades deep, and then forking up the
carth under, so that the ground is moved fully
thirty inches at least in depth. Or dig large
holes, two or three, or more, feet square, ac-
cording to the size of trees, throwing all the
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dirt out, and then forking up the bottom full
twelve inches deep. In filling up, put the best
earth in first, mixing the poor with the proper
compost prepared for the purpose, top-dressing
bountifully around the trees. When trees are so
set, it must be with a full determination thata
strip at least twg feet wide will in each following
spring or autumn be trenched on each side of
the trees so set, the process being continued till
the whole plot is thoroughly trenched. This
method allows the roots, as they push out, to
find new, moist and soft ground to ramble in.

As to the best varieties to plant, we must be
governed by the kinds that do well in the sec-
tions where they are to be planted. To the
valuable list farnished by Mr. Quinn I would
add only two more, Beurre Bosc and Columbia.
Nurserymen have grown Beurre Bosc rather
spariugly, owing, as they say, ¢ to its making a
poor appearance in the nursery, and its not
taking the eye of customers;” but it is the gem
of Pears. Charles Downing said to me, not
long since, ‘‘ If I could grow but one kind, it
would be Beurre Bosc.” The value of this
Pear for market purposes was first brought to
my attention by the commission merchant, who
said they brought more money for their bulk
than any Pears sent to him. In this I con-
curred, when he rendered an account of sales at
$10 per hundred, the same price obtained for the
best Duchesse. At first I was quite unsuccess-
fill with Columbia, owing to its great weight for
80 delicate a stem, being liable to be blown off.
As the trees became sheltered, the fruit hung on
and matured well, and when ripened up, about
the end of December, those who have seen and
tasted the fruit will not fail to add it to the list
of good Pears. It should be planted in well-
sheltered places, or grown as espaliers; the latter
plan is the best. Its great beauty and good
quality renders it a valuable market Pear.

What is yet required in addition to the list
referred to, is some good Winter Pears, ripening
up very late. I have seen Glout Morceau kept
well till spring but rarely. The fruit is irregular,
and so liable to crack in this section, that its
culture is being abandoned. I had to graft near
a hundred trees of this sort last autumn. There
is no good reason why our tables should not be
supplied with Pears through the winter and
spring, as well as those of France. Dwarf
trees have been growing in disfavor for some
time among the most experienced Pear-growers.

Some years since W. S. Carpenter of Rye,N.Y.,

advised me to abandon Dwarfs and turn my
attention to Standards. I was reluctant to yield
my good opinion of Dwarfs—but experience has
taught me the folly of holding out to the bitter end
—60 that I now stand committed for only one more
Duwarf besides Duchesse, and that is Seckel, with
good planting and proper care it soon runs into
a standard, bearing early and forming a beauti-
ful pyramid. Beginners must bear in mind that
Duchesse can only be grown well and profitably
on Quince, as it is an age in coming into bearing
on pear stock. .

What Mr. Q. says in regard to ‘planting
young trees,” I endorse, and like him, prefer
‘year ings,” that is one seasons growth from
the bud—for with older trees, say two and three
years, we get more tops than bottom—that is
we don’t get our share of the most important
part of the tree—the rootlets. While with year-
lings carefully lifted we get the entire tree. Then
to the cost of trees and transportation is largely
in favor of yearlings, to which is to be added the
greater certainty of living, and a more rapid
growth in proportion.

It is true there are strong prejudices to over-
come on the score of planting yearlings, *‘ green-
horns »” expect to buy full grown trees with the
crops already ripe on them—while experts only
laugh at their folly.

The public mind has yet to be educated up to
the standard of the great advantage of procu-
ring not only the choicest kinds, but well grown
yearling trees—certainly not over two years
growth from the bud. Nurserymen have been
compelled to pander to the demand for biy trees,
but the sooner the big tree prejudice can be
broken down the better for hoth the grower and
the purchaser.

Such is the importance to nurserymen of keep-
ing up a supply of big trees that they actually
refuse to sell yearlings lest it break up their as-
sortment and derange their rising stock for com-
ing years. This I kaow, desiring a few hundred
yearlings to trim and train as they should be; the
nurseryman refused to fill the order for the above
reason.

If purchasers understood the importance of
having young trees, and demand them, nursery-
men will soon gladly turn their attention to that
class of customers, because owing to the less cost
of trees and transportation the demand for num-
bers will be greater, and nurserymen can turn
their capital oftener.

Dwarf Trees. It istheinterest of nurserymen
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to encourage customers to take Dwarfs, because
they are easier produced than Standards, a good
stock can be kept up better, and therefore the
profits are larger. Yearling Dwarfs are now
sold to the trade at $12 to $15 per 100, and it
pays better to grow them at that than one pear
cutting at twice the price.

‘With regard to trimming trees, gathering and
packing fruit for market, Mr. Q. hassaid all that
is necessary to say. In conclusion, you will
permit me to say that Mr. Quinn in giving his
losg practical experience to the public has ren-
dered himself truly a benefactor to mankind, and
set all cultivators an example well worthy of im-
itating. The experience of half an ordinary
lifetime, which it took to acquire the knowledge
he so freely communicates through the medium
of your honorable society, will no doubt save
tens of thousands of dollars to those who follow
the advice,instead of plodding on in the old hap-
hazard way.

The example I said is worthy of imitation,
and therefore all should throw their experience on
the altar of ‘“Public Good,” so that we may
learn each other, thus doing all the good we can,

carrying out the benevolent plans of Dr. Frank- |

lin, who, when he helped a needy person who
asked how he should return the favor; why, of
course help the first man that you are able to
help, and so let good offices go round.

BEDDING GERANIUMS AND HOW TO
GROW THEM.—No. 4.

BY J. C. J.

In former articles I have explained why cer-
tain members of the Zonale family barely if
ever bloom well out of doors, but are pre-emi-
n:ntly adapted for pot culture under glass. These
are the self whites, the Occulates, the Painted
Zonales : to which must be added (in our cli-
mate) most of the Pink Zonales, especially those
of late introduction, in which white is more or
less conspicuous. And whether the Nosegay
s:ction do better as bedding plants or not, it is

equally certain that the result, under glass, is |

highly satisfactory.

~ Our conditions of temperature and culture
the robust Scarlet Zonales accept with a good
grace, — although our hot months try their

‘When the remarks alluded to were penned,
I drew only from my own experience,and was not
aware that the same views were entertained and
persistently advocated by the most scientific
Geranium growers in Europe. The prevalence
of heavy rains in England is just as antagonistic
to the development of these choice Geraniums as
our blazing sunshine, with the exception of an
abundant foliage. But lately I have been read-
ing up that admirable London periodical, The
Gardener’s Magazine, edited by Shirley Hibberd,
F. R. H. S. whose numerous contributions on
Geranium growing are full of interest and nov-
elty. In these I find the amplest confirmation of
my former opinions. In catering for the ever in-
creasing pleasure of demand for Bedding Gera-
niums—the consumption of which in England is
almost fabulous—the best talent has been called
into requisition to originate new and improved
kinds, and with marked success. But with the
advent of so many choice novelties, came the una-
voidable conclusion, that the best of the occulates
and painted Geraniums could only receive justice
under glass.

There is something peculiarly racy in the style
of these articles on the Geranium by Hibberd.
Their originality and frequency is absolutely re-
freshing, whilst the very pith and marrow of the
most intelligent observation and experience is
communicated without a shadow of reserve. He
is at home in every haunt of noted propagators,
professional florists, and amateurs of all classes,
commons and nobles, from John O'Groats to the
Land’s Endin Cornwall. He tells you what they
have done, are doing, and expect to do—where
and how many of the best Geraniums were raised,
and confldently predicts still further shades in the
march of improvement.

Little do we know here of the time, the pa-
tience, and the costexpended in the effort to orig-
inate new Geraniums, better than any which
have gone before. Out of many thousand seed-
lings not more than half-a-dozen pass muster
under the severe criticism to which they are sub-
jected. And shortly afterwards two shades of
these subside into the second rank, or are drum-
med out of the regiment altogether. Think of a
Geranium held in strict reserve 5 years, so that
a sufficient stock might be propagated to remnu-
nerate the owner, and who modestly demands

more delicate kindred to the utmost limit of long | thirty-one shillings and sixpence sterling for one
suffering forbearance, so that we have only an;small plant, (or about £10.) This price we are
apology in the flower-beds for the splendid blooms | assured is by no means exorbitant. ‘When this
| Sleeping Beauty raises up and bursts forth upon

these yield in the greenhouse.
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the all-expectant outside world, it is intimated
there will be something of a sensation. Will
some liberal caterer for the public assume the
risk of importing this coy beauty—Lucy Greive
by name? Risk did I say, yes, the chances
being even that she gives up the ghost on the
way.

Reader, it would grieve thy heart to stand by
and see a case of Geraniums opened immediately
after delivery from the Custom House. Four,
five, and sometimes 8ix weeks smothering
amongst moss in a closely packed box stowed
fathoms deep in the hold of a steamship, is a
fearful ordeal for young succulentand lately struck
plants with main stems no thicker than the tube
of a clay pipe. What a miserable exhibition of
sick and wounded patients for the infirmary !
Leaves yellow, and mostly dropped off, the tender
shoots rotten at their extremities, the bulbs dry
as the mummy of Pharaoh Necho. Recovery
under such circumstances is next thing to a re-
surrection. Of course a large per centage is not
resurrected at all. Pelargoniums are still worse,
one-half usually suggest the utter folly of all
efforts at resuscitation. The Geraniums which
do survive are tedious convalescents. When the
long vale of months has passed they yield a
scanty supply of shoots from which many plants
are struck, and thus try our patience greatly be-
fore showing bloom. All of which goes to show
that if somebody ventures on the alliance, and
Lucy Greive does not come to grief, purchasers
have much expense to pay roundly for her lady-
ship.

But I shall be falling into disgrace with the
beauties in my own harem in thus openly flirt-
ing with far off belles beyond the seas; let us
hasten, therefore, to pay court to them as gal-
lantly as may be.

MADAME WERLE, (Painted Zonale.)

Pure white, with an extremely delicate shade
of salmon, pink at the base of the Petals, slightly
advanced on their sides or lower edges. It would
be difficult to imagine, and unreasonable to desire
a more charming production than this. Its dis-
tinctive suggestion is—modesty based upon
merit. The blooms are as near circular as may
be, and above the average size, petals smoothe as
ivory and most symmetrically arranged. Small
plants throw up several fine trusses—the blooms
exhibit a tenacity unequaled, so far as my experi-
ence goes, by any other Geranium. Hibberd be-
stows the highest encomiums on the first class
production pot plant. To grow it out of doors,

fully exposed to the sun, would be a kind of

profanation.

SouvENIR DE SIR JOSEPH PAXTON, (Zona.le)
[Goudon Sydenham.]

This Geranium must not he confused with an-
other Paxton named the ‘‘Souvenir,’” sent out
(if I mistake not) by Paul, color scarlet. The
subject now discussed has just expanded the first
couple of trusses, which, as the eye first rests
upon them, fairly startles the appreciative be-
holder. Directly you pass sentence of excom-
munication on all the Pink flowered Géraniums
of former seasons, for we have nothing to com-
pare with this. Poor Christine, covered with
gay blossoms seemed anxious for help to run
away and hide herself in a thicket of Rhododen-
drons just over the way. To particularize is not
80 easy, as I shall leave the best unsaid.

1st, as to color. Pink of the freshest and
brightest type, not to be excelled, as there is ab-
solutely no room for improvement—the centre
piece white and most conspicuous. The indi-
vidual blooms, which I am almost tempted to
call perfect, are within an ace of defying criti-
cism, expanding in sufficient numbers simulta-
neously to display a large and finely balanced
truss on a strong stock,well up among the foliage,
but not in the least leggy as in most of the
Pinks. One can’t help feeling a kind of smoth-
ered regret that the departed genius of a Syden-
ham Palace, after whom this flower is named,
had not lived a little longer to behold the fair
barvest now being reaped by the toilers in the
Geranium field.

I had intended to say a good word for Beauty
de Suresne, which is good enough to satisfy the
most fastidious ; but the Souvenir monopolizes
all my admiration. As the latter can scarcely be
in the market for some time to come, it is but
common justice to add, that the former is quite a
gem under glass, and is beaten only by the Souv-
enir.

Ri1vAL NOSEGAY, (Beaton.)

Not entirely new, but after comparison with
all the other high classed nosegays, Hibberd calls
attention to this fact, that in gorgeousness of
color and wealth of bloom it has no rival. Only
listen to what he says :—*‘ It grows compact and
dwarf, strong but branchy, and produces trusses
in such numbers that one may fairly suppose
its mission is to overwork itself—the flowers have
either broad petals (for a nosegay) and the color
is—oh | there is the rub, what is the color? I
think if I called it rosy crimson, or crimson red,
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all our Geranium friends will understand me. It
is a splendid variety, distinct from the thousand
and one of our scarlets, distinct from all the
orange shades and all the common shades,
unique, brilliant, pure, powerful, glorious.”—
Pretty strong praise this, but it is true as gospel.
I have it now in magnificent bloom, and no green-
house, however small, should be without it all
through the winter months. It does well also
out of doors in a tenacious but not over rich soil,
especially if partially shaded from the mid-day
glare,

ERRATA.—In the October number, page 294,
there is an error of the compositor, that I request
correction. ‘‘Mad. Marie: Mezard ** is set down
a8 quoted in the Foreign Catalogue at £5 sterling.
It should be, (and was in my manuscript), ﬁve
shillings sterlmg

FOREIGN REMINISCENCES.
BY H. W. SARGENT, WODENETHE, N. Y.

So many of our countrymen, on going abroad,
stop at Queenstown, making the journey through
Ireland before they visit England, that it may
not be unacceptable to some of your readers to
know what to do after landing.

Supposing that one has seen Queenstown—
which can be readily done in a few hours. There
are two ways of getting to Cork,—by rail or up
the river Lee, 13 miles. All subscribers to the
Gardener's Monthly should go by boat,—a most
enjoyable %ail up one of the most charming of
rivers. The scenery on the Lee and Blackwater
can hardly be surpassed in the exquisite verdure
of the grass, grand umbrageous character of the
trees, and charming pastoral effects (especially
to one just coming from sea) of the lovely roll-
ing country on these two rivers, dotted with fine
mansions, picturesque cottages, and old ivied
ruins ; mossy and grey castles, and towers bat-
tered down in the parliamentary wars.

As I propose to mention simply those objects
connected with rural matters, which may be
interesting to your readers, I shall omit all such
things as can readily be learnt an seen through
the medium of Guides and Guide Books.

Near Cork, and a very pleasant drive from it,
are the far-famed ruins of Blarney Castle, with
the renowned ‘‘ Blarney stone,’’ where, the por-
teress will assure you, ‘‘ that she never knew a
match to fail where lovers, kneeling together,
kissed the stone at the same time.”” The groves
of Blarney are very interesting. Here isa Yew,

700 years old, and an Araucaria 14 or 15 feet
high,—very striking to an American seeing this
extraordinary tree for the first time.

The environs of Cork abound in beautiful
places. Among them is the seat of Mr. Leigh,
with fine Araucarias, Pinus insignis, Thujopsis
Borealis, and a most exquisite lower garden ; the
lawn, however here, as elsewhere in England, so
filled with Daisy as to make one doubt whether
there is any grass at all.

Near here is the residence of Mr. Pike, with a
small but most effective Park of only one hundred
acres; but so artistically managed, by letting in
peeps of the distant country, planting out objec-
tionable objects, and by the judicious grouping
and massing of fine trees, as to lead one to sup-
pose the estate consisted of many thousand acres.
This Park was kept short by deer and sheep.

Near the house a lovely flower garden, princi-
pally ribbons,—one consisted of Variegated
Alyssum, Eschcholtzia, Coleus,dark blue Lobelia,
Tom Thumb Geraniuin, and Cloth of Gold Ge-
ranium.

A long, straight walk had a background of
Hollyhocks, having in front, Yellow Calceolaria,
Tom Thumb Geranium, Cerastium tomentosum.
Also, long and circular beds of Purple Verbena,
Gazania, Coleus, Yellow Calceolaria, and Varie-
gated Geranium, (Mrs. Pollock.) A very pretty
bed was a circle of dark blue Lobelias with a cross
of White Alyssum.

The Araucarias and Deodars do finely in this
portion of Ireland, though the Cryptomerias,
Douglas Fir and Nobilis do not succeed.

Rather over an hour from Cork, by rml, is
Youghal, beautifully situated on the Sea, at the
mouth of the Blackwater, and where you take
the little steamer to go up this lovely river.
Near Youghal is an ancient house covered with
Ivy, once the residence of Sir Walter Raleigh,
and where, in 1588 and 1589, he received and en-
tertained Edmund Spencer, the Poet, and they
embarked together from this place to go to Lon-
don to superintend the publication of the 3 first
books of the ¢ Faerie Queene.’” The house is in
the old English style. Three high pointed gables
crown the East front, and beneath the central
one are the hall and entrance door.

The windows have been modernized,—the old
diamond panes set in lead having been removed.
In one of the kitchens the huge, ancient fireplace
yet remains. The walls of the entire house are
in a great part wainscoted in Irish Oak, black

with age. The drawing room still retains much

N
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of its ancient beauty in the preservation of its
find dark, rich wainscot and its grand old carved
oak mantelpiece rising, in the Elizabethan style,
to the height of the ceiling.

The grounds are remarkable for the luxuriance

of the Myrtles, Bays, Arbutus, or other exoiics

in the open air. Inthe garden were grown the first
Potatoes originally brought from America. In
the centre of the garden are four aged Yew trees,
under which, as *tradition says, Sir Walter
smoked his pipe to the horror and consternation
of his servants, who, thinking him on fire, poured
water over him.

The sail up the Blackwater abounds in the
most picturesque and beautiful views, having all
the advantages wood, water and mountain can
afford. Cnoc-maal-down soars up 2700 feet
above the river. On a bold projecting bluff is
situated Dromona House, where the old Countess
of Desmond fell out of a Cherry tree, at 140 years
of age, and was killed. This Cherry was first
brought here by Sir Walter Raleigh from the
Canary Isles.

After passing the seat of Sir Richard Mus-
grave, an old family famous in the Border Wars,
and various other fine country places, we reach
Cappoquin, near which is a celebrated Monastery
of Trappists. Four miles beyond which is Lis-
more Castle, one of the seats of the Duke of De-
vonshire, completely restored by the late Duke.
In 1682 it received. as its guest, the unfortunate
James II, and an anecdote is told, that this mon-
arch, when brought to the bay window of the
great room in order tosee the view, was so struck
by perceiving the vast height at which he stood
above the river running beneath him, as to start
back with dismay. Hence the window is called
King James’ window to this day. All the state
apartments at Lismore have, as I said above,
been recently restored by the Duke. The dining
room, drawing room and hall being all hung in
tapestry bearing the emblazonry of the Cavendish
family.

Beyond Lismore is Ballyduff, an interesting
ruin of an old castellated mansion, and a good
specimen of the style of architecture of the periqds
of Elizabeth and James.

In the neighborhood of the Lakes of Killarney
are some fine residences, conspicuous among
them are those of Lord Kenmore and the Hon.
Wm. Herbert. In the grounds of the latter are
the admirably preserved ruins of Mucross Abbey,
800 years old; and near which, in the centre of
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! the cloisters, is a Yew 10 feet (the stem) in cir-
. camference—said to be the highest in Europe.

| The Lakes of Killarney surpass both the Eng-
- lish and Scotch Lakes in picturesque beauty as
“well as grandeur. On a fine projecting point of
an island in Lord Kenmare’s grounds, stands
Ross Castle, built in the 12th century, destroyed
in the Civil War by Cromwell ; once the strong-
hold of the O’Donahue, whose spirit still appears
on'a white horse every seven years.

Innisfallen, pprhaps the most beautiful spot in
 the world, is another island of 21 acres, with a
grand old abbey covered with Ivy, built in the
Seventh century, magnificent park trees—a thorn
one hundred and forty feet in circumference, and
a Holly with a stem fourteen feet in circumfe-
rence.

Nothing can exceed the beauty of the driveand
rides round Killarney. The country is always
verdant from excessive mists and rains ; and the
beauty of the Lake and Islands, and grandeur of
the mountains, are beyond description.

FRUIT NOTES FROM VIRGINIA.
BY OLIVER TAYLOR.

I wish to drop thee a few items from our sec-
tion. We have had a remarkable season for grain,
fruits and vegetables to grow, and with the excep-
tion of the later cherries, and the yellow peaches,
all have ripened well, and generally been harves-
ted in good order. Corn promises to be a very
fine crop. So taking it altogether I have seldom
seen such an abundant season. We have had
but little drought and but little cause to fear too
much wet. We seem to be between the eastern
rain and the western drought. Our Strawberries
did better than in other parts, from accounts, as
the frosts injured the early and the wet the later;
but here both did well. We find the Agricultu- .
rist quite worthless, as it blasts in the Spring or
fires the foliage worse than any other in the Fall.
The French does well, also the Albany and Rus-
sell. Our Apple trees are breaking to pieces
often with the fruit; and there were 8o few curcu-
lio here this Summer that a Nectarine tree with
us broke to pieces with the fruit; but the wet was
too much for them and they all rotted just as they
were ripening. I never knew it to occur before
but that the circulio would have from four to six.
marks in each specimen of Nectarine, but this
year I could not see one in six or eight specimens,
‘What has become of him ?

All kinds of insects seem fewer this year, and
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the fruit is fairer thanusual. Our earliest Peaches
were small and not quite as high flavored as
usual; but the Old Newington, Grand Admirable
and Sweet Melocoton, now just ripe are very fine,
if not as good as ever. The Louis Phillipe, ripe
last week, a large cling, was splendid ; also the
8hanghai, No. 2 and No. 5, both fine and nearly
alike. Our Pear trees have blighted badly the
past three years, and of over one hundred trees, I
find the Seckel, Bartlett, Ott, and Virgalieu, are
less injured and produce more fruit than any
others. I believe the cause of blight in the Pear
is owing to the fineness of the pores of the Pear
wood, not allowing the sap to raise fast enough
to supply the tree at all times, amid our brilliant
changeable climate. Has the Pinus excelsa,
fruited in America, to your knowledge? [We
know of several. —EpD.] I have one with some
seventy-five cones on.

I would like to hear of the size of the largest
specimen of Golden Arborvitee and Pinus excel-
sa in America.

The Grape foliage fired badly this fall, and
the leaves nearly all off the Delaware and most
other varieties, and even the Clinton leaves were
quite spotted, but they, most of them, ripened
their fruit. The past three years the Grapes
here have been losing their leaves prematurely,
and the fruit failing to ripen, excepting in some
sheltered places.

CULTURE OF THE TOMATO.
BY L, B., PHILADA.

Every one who plants a garden must have ex-
perience of the difficulty of dealing with Tomatoes
a8 usually grown: they spread over space where
they are not wanted : they hug the ground with
such persistence that nothing can keep them from
it : they rot both when it rains and when it does
not rain ; and at about the end of September they
come to an absolute end of all production. The
consequence is that most people choose to purchase
such as the market affords, and to pay for defec-
tive and unsatisfactory Tomatoes at a high price
because an ordinary garden does not afford room
for them. Having gone through an ample expe-
rience of this sort, I by accident attempted a
mode of cultivation two years ago which has far
exceeded my expectations in obviating the diffi-
culties referred to ; and in giving an ample supply
of Tomatoes so far superior to those usually sold
a8 to bear no comparison with them.

This mode is a rigid training of the vines on a
high wall—a wall facing south in my case, but

one facing east I think will do; while one facing
north certainly will not do. 8trips of lath nailed
on posts or stakes say eight inches from the face
of the wall suffice to keep the vines within the en-
closed space, but they must also be frequently
tied to the lath, or to nails driven in the face of
the wall. Some trouble is requisite while they
are growing most rapidly, but it will repay all
the trouble well; being sure to keep the vines
from falling or blowing down by whatever driving
—tying or lath—may be necessary. I have had
no serious difficulty in this respect, nor will any
one who ties the vines frequently in July and
August: using some soft flax twine, or strong
cotton strings.

The result is that the vines grow and bear from
the earliest time that any can be produced, until
absolute freezing weather comes in November.
I have had them in profusion and in perfection
on the vines in two years as late as the middle
of November,—the fall of both 1865 and 1866
being favorable as regards late frosts, or the de-
lay of absolute freezing weather. And it is re-
markable that the Tomato Plant under such cir-
cumstances continues to produce as abundantly
to the last as could be desired, without check by
any frost or chill that does not absolutely freeze the
vines.

The fruit of the Tomato is peculiarly an air
fruit, requiring the fullest sun, and the most free
circulation of air to perfect it. In the shade or
near the earth the fruit does not set, and if set,
does not ripen. Under the best conditions for
the vines in this respect the production is so much
greater as to pay for all the trouble of attaining
them, even if a wall or tre]lis were to be erected
exclusively to produce Tomatoes. And those
growing them for market purposes would be as
well repaid as private cultivators. I can count
up already about eight bushels as the produce of
sixty feet of wall, and but twelve inches of earth
surface at the foot in which they are planted, a
brick walk three feet in width coming next; the
vines have in three cases ripened fruit largely at
a heigth of six to seven feet; and the bearing
season has begun, or the production of ripe To-
matoes, about the 10th of August.

As every practical economy in producing this
indispensable vegetable is really demanded to se-
cure good fruit and enough of it, I trust
some of your readers who have been annoyed
a8 I have been by the old mode, will try the wall;
and by a little expenditure of labor secure a result
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practically ten times as great in this item of pri-
vate gardening.
PosTSCRIPT. -

The above manuscript, mislaid at the date of
its writing, may now be supplemented by a final
paragraph stating what the experience of this
year was. It was that the vines continued green
and productive to November 13th, yielding a full
supply for daily use to that time : that on Novem-
ber 13th over two bushels of well grown Toma-
toes, green and ripe, were picked from perhaps
sixty feet of wall, and that of these two bushels
fully half-a-bushel remain all sound and mostly
well ripened, to day, December 17th. All of the
quantity picked November 13th ripening well,
and being used as raw Fomatoes.

IS AMERICA THE WORST FRUIT GROW-
ING COUNTRY IN THE WORLD?
BY P. B.

H. W. Sargent, Esq., of Wodenethe, Fishkill,
on the Hudson, one of the most distinguished
amateur horticulturists in America, in the last
number of the Gardener’s Monthly, declares em-
phatically that it is, and that he has arrived at
this conclusion after two years of travel all over
the Christian world.

This sta tement from Mr. Sargent isastonishing,
and I can hardly think that it was written in
earnest, or was intended to be literally under-
stood. ’

I have several times passed through the most
favored fruit-growing districts of Great Britain,
France, Belgium and Germany ; and my conclu-
sion is, that we had fruit-growing districts,
extensive ones, and many of them, in the Uni-
ted States, quite equal, on the whole, to any
others I have ever seen, and that nowhere else
in the world are fruitsin general produced in
such immense quantities and so cheaply as in
the United States.

I think I have seen as many apples in one or-

chard in Western New York as I have seen in
all England put together in a journey of a week.

Only think of a single county in which perhaps
about half the land is under cultivation, produ-
cing annually, for apples sold, half « million
dollars.

I think a single steamboat will carry to the

markets of New York at one trip as many peaches
ag are grown in both England and France. As
to pears, on my return from Europe in September
last, after visiting some orchards and gardens at

Boston and Rochester, I said that I had found .

no such crops of pears, and seldom such vigorous
and healthy trees, even in the most celebrated
pear districts of Europe. Other gentlemen who
traveled with me concurred in this opinion.

Then as to Grapes. I have never yet seen
grapes grown in any other country with so little
labor and producing such immense crops as in
the United States—four, five, six, and even eight
tons to the acre. It is estimated that we have
some two million acres now under grapes, and
one state alone, Missouri, claims to have five
million acres suitable for the vineyard.

Then see what Mr. Berckmans says in the last
number of this journal about Georgia, and the
Southern States generally, where not only the
apple, the pear and the peach attain the greatest
perfection, but the grape, fig, orange, olive and
pomegranate are grown successfully. Then if we
pass over to California we will find, as a friend
writes me, the paradise of fruit growers, where
fruits attain fabulous dimensions, are exempt
from diseases, and grow almost spontaneously.

¢¢ America the worst fruit-growing country in
the world””! What a mistake! We have our
difficulties, diseases, insccts, extremes of temper-
ature, &c., but did Mr. Sargent find any place in
Europe exempt from these ? When I landed in
England last May the whole country was bronzed
with a severe frost which occurred on the twenty-
fourth of that month, killing outright most ten-
der garden crops and all fruit prospects. It had
a similar effect over a considerable part of France.
‘When traveling on the Rhine in July the weathex
was cold as in October, and the vine-growers were
despairing of a crop. I think that one very fine
vintage in five,is as much as growers, even in fa-
vorable districts, expect—so I was informed.

‘We saw wall trees devoured with armies of
slugs. Red spider, mealy bug, more prevalent
than in this country, but more vigorously re-
pelled. In even favored districts of France we
saw the pear trees with yellow sickly foliage and
little fruit, and whole vineyards with scarce a
bunch of fruit.

The fruit markets of Paris and London are
well supplied it 18 true, but the fruits we see there
are contributed by almost every part of Europe,
produced in small gardens, and in glass houses,
with great care, and the prices generally are be-
yond the means of the great mass of the people.

The only fruit I saw that approached our prices
was the strawberry; of it the supply in Parix
was immense and the quality good, and prices
not much higher than in Boston or New York. -
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ON FUCHSIAS AND VERBENAS.
BY S. B., N. J.

Howsto grow good Fuchsias and Verbenas in
large quantities in flower for the market. Fuchsia
cuttings put in now of new growth in a tempera- |
ture between fifty and sixty, will root freely. .
Pot them in thumb pots grown in about the same |
temperature, with plenty of moisture and light,
will grow very rapidly. When the pots are full
of roots shift into three-inch pots. Put about
three inches of old tan bark, hops, or rotten ma-

nure, and plunge them in it up to the rim of the i

pot. When ready to shift again put them into
pint pots, half plunging them. Shade during
the niddle of the day on bright days in Spring.
In April you will have plants about two feet
high of a pyramid form beginning to bloom. My
mode of growing Verbenas is to get a lot estah-
lished in two-inch pots in October, keeping them
in a temperature of about forty-five or fifty, pro-
pagating from those and potting them three in a
pot to save house room. About the first of
March put them «ne in a pot and plunge in a
cold frame, covering with shutters or mats frosty
nights. I have found rusty Verbenas to grow
out of it after putting in the frame.

PEAR TREE BLIGHT.
BY J. H. C., IRONTON, O.

When a young Pear tree blights badly most
persons remove it root and branch, but is this
right? I have known some such cases where
the tree would recover and grow as well as any.
I am not a believer in blight being contagious,and
experience goes t ., show that a tree may recover
and show no more disease for months.

If however others have a different experience
let them speak.

[Exactly our opinion.—Ed.]

MY GRAPES, DURING THE PAST SUM-
MER AND FALL.

BY HORTICOLA, NORTH HOBOKEN, N. J.

Dr. Warder calls, in his American Pomology,
America a glorious country for raising fruit
trees. That is literally true, for I believe graft-

ing fruit trees may be done successfully with a ;

wood-axe. If, however, by raising is meant
managing in order to have fruit, keeping them
in health, and protecting them against the host

| of innumerable enemies lurking around them in

the atmosphere, as well as in the soil, Dr.
 Warder’s assertion must be limited, and cannot
' be considered as applicable to many parts of
| this great country.

H. W. Sargent, Esq., of Fishkill on the Hud-
son, calls Amcrica, in the December number of
this mugazine, p. 366, ¢ The worst fruit-growing
country in the world, except the north of
Europe.” He does so immediately after his re-
turn from a tour through Europe, comparing
. only England with the United States, not even
France or Germany, to which countries England
is, in respect to fruit growing, so much inferior.

The readers of this magazine know that I
have patience enough to wait, and to try again,
if I meet with a failure. 'No cnemy is so
formidable as to frighten me into a disgraceful
abandonment of the field before I have given
fair battle to him. If I, therefore, do not con-
cede that a certain degree of despondency be-
gins to dishearten me, attributable to increasing
failures and diminishing success, I do not mean
to intimate that I have resolved to give up, but
that I cannot help changing my plan of opera-
tion in rejecting what is refractory, and in re-
taining what appears to be suitable to my
grounds and locality. I shall also continue ex-
perimenting and testing such novelties as I may
be able to procure. '

The Delaware is an entire failure with me.
The plants I received as a present from Dr.
Grant were the strongest and finest that could
be found. They grew for several years most
vigorously, but never bore a full crop. About
four or five years ago, they made canes nearly
three-quarters of an inch in diameter, and were
much admired by those who saw them, among
whom there was a number of professional vine-
growers. Alas! the year in which they seemed
to have reached an unusual degree of perfection
was the turning-point. Although the wood
ripened thoroughly, yet they were much feebler
in the following year; they were worse in the
next, until I am compelled to dig up those that
are left and throw them away. The canes of
them are now not thicker than a small goose-
quill. Neither can I do anything with the
numerous seedlings from the Delaware ; they
grow for a few years, then they dwindle away.
Three years ago, I had one that was very
vigorous and strong, so that I was in hopes it
would bear the next season. Instead of that,
its growth was very feeble, just like that of an
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" Anna of the same age; both died during the

summer.

What I say of the Delaware, in my grounds,
holds good in respect to those grown around
here. The Delaware is not fit for this locality;
it stands our winters, but not our summers.
Whether it will do better on the root of the
Clinton remains to be seen.

The Diana is very vigorous, but gave only
once, in nine years, a good crop. It ripens
every year three or four very small clusters, so
that it is not worth growing.

The Rebecca is healthy, but a feeble grower
on its own roots, bearing and ripening every
year a few very diminutive clusters of most ex-
cellent quality. A Rebecca, inarched in a shoot

of the Taylor, made a shoot, during the past

summer, nineteen feet long, and as thick as my
middle finger. It was inarched in the summer
of 1866. The Anna I gave up last year.

Hartford Prolific is perfectly healthy, and
bears full crops. I applied the ring to several
shoots of it without the least perceptible in-
fluence on the clusters. They ripencd ncither
earlier nor were they of larger size.

The Concord has, in my grounds, most curi-
ously behaved. Three very vigorous vines gave
me full crops but once. For 1865 they grew
very well, and ripened their wood perfectly.
For 1866 they did not grow at all, so that I
thought they were dead. This was really the
fact with one of them; the two others were
alive, although they did not make any wood.
For 1867 they grew again, not from the ronts,

but from the old wood, about a foot above the ;

roots. The canes they have made bid fair to
produce an abundance of fruit.

An Allen’s Hybrid, which bad borne every
year, was loaded with mobst beautiful clusters,
in 1866. When the berries had just commenced
being translucent the plant died outright. Six
other plants, in another exposure, are growing
luxuriantly, but mildew so badly that I do not
expect much of them.

Adirondac and Rogers’

Hybrids, with

hardly any exceptions, show very little mildew,

but have not borne yet, save No. 43.

Union Village is duing exceedingly well, and
ripens its fruit every year.

On the Creveling I saw, last summer (July 5),
for the first time, the true Oidium Tuckeri. Not
the leaves had been attacked, but small, im-
perfectly developed berries. It did, however,
not spread, and a few berries ripened. The To-

Kalon showed the same condition.
stroy it.

The Iona is, with me, a feeble grower; mil-
dews, and did not ripen its fruit last fall
Grafted on the North America; it made a fine
growth.

The Israella, after having grown prodigiously
in 1865, did not show the least sign of life in
1866, but recovered in 1847, in the same, to me,
inexplicable way as the Concord.

Miles grew and bore finely, but the berries,
when nearly ripe, mildewed, so that they looked
as if they had been dashed with flour. This
made them intensely bitter to the taste. The
same mildew spoiled also the fruit of a Hartford
Prolific and of a Concord, shading the piazza of
my house. These two vines did not ripen their
wood.

Maxatawney bore several fine clusters, and
ripened them perfectly. Very little mildew was
visible on the leaves.

Taylor and Cuyahoga are not worth growing.
York Madeira bore finely, but the fruit is only
sweet, not aromatic. .

The Herbemont died, three years ago, after
i having borne a few clusters of fine fruit. I had
no success with two young plants I set out
afterwards.

Lincoln is a most rampant grower, but a
very shy bearer. Of the Lydia, Charlotte, and
a number of others, I cannot say any thing yet,
as the plants arc not old enough to bear. Bald-
win, Lenoir and Devereux are very healthy
growers, but have not borne yet.

The Clinton bore abundantly, although its
i leaves were a little affected by mildew. It had
' never before any mildew on it.

The Alvey is my favorite. It grows ram-
pantly, and bears, when nol cut too short, an
!abundance of vinous, very refreshing fruit,
 without pulp, and with a very thin skin. It
must be overripe to develop its fine qualities.

My black seedling, which I called the Jersey
Black, did not mildew, and ripened a full crop
of fruit to perfection.

Of the Weellawken I dare hardly say what
truth obliges me to say, though every word will
- be corroborated by a large number of witnesses.

The original vine, as well as several others, now
three years old, and planted in different parts of
my grounds, did equally well. They were not
, affected by mildew, and retained their foliage till
| the frost killed them. The wood ripened up to
the extreme ends, even of the laterals. The

I shall de-
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bearing cane of the mother vine was three feet
long, and ripened twenty-three most beautiful
clusters. I cut this bearing cane off, with all
the bunches on it, on the 16th of October, to ex-
hibit it on the 17th, the day appointed for the
grape-show. TUnfortunately, the show was post-
poned for a week. I received the information
on the 16th, an hour after I had cut and packed
the cane. I sent it to New York on the 24th of
October, but did not look at it, nor did I visit
the exhibition; for, as it is an early grape, and
was overripe when I cut the cane off| it was not
difficult to imagine in what condition it was
when it was taken out of the box, in which it
had remained from the 16th to the 24th of Oc-

tober.
(To be continued.)

PEAR BLIGHT AGAIN.
BY 8. 8. COOKE, CHILLICOTHE, OHIO.

" Another year’s experience, Mr. Editor, enables
me to come before your readers with some addi-
tional facts respecting this disease. In your
March number, 1867, I gave my observations on
a pear orchard of 500 trees during 1865 and 1866 ;
and endeavored to call more general attention to
the subject of blight. I am glad that the article
met with notice from several gentlemen who have
been observers of the disease, and drew from
others views and theories worthy of notice also.

Blight in the pear usually appears during the
growing season, and just after a fall of rain (or
in damp weather), preceded by a drought of
several weeks. A sporadic case occurs, how-
ever, in wurm moist weather, when no drought
has existed. The theory, therefor, concerning
the cause of the disease, as suggested in my
article, was that during the period of the drought,
the functions of the tree are all unusually active
ininhaling and absorbing moisture and nutriment
to supply the wants of the tree, and that, while
in this State, a rain-fall takes place, suddenly im-
mersing the tree in a humid atmosphere, and
the roots in wet ground, whereby the active ves-
sels at once fill the tree with an excess of crude
sap, gorging themselves until the walls of the
vessels give way, and extravasation ensues. In-
cipient decomposition follows this functional de-
rangement, and the sporules of fungi, every
where present, seize upon the decomposing cam-
bium, and settle the case with the patient ina
day or two. Two agencies unite in producing

the death, physical derangement and fungus; one
an internal, and the other an external cause.
This was the theory suggested in the article
alluded to; being, in substance, that of Prof.
Salisbury, of Cleveland.

Other theories have also been recently sug-
gested ; and among them the following :—Mr.
Bennett, of Pittsburg, advocates the doctrine
that electricity produces blight, and also mildew
and rot in grapes. He thinks that lightning
either explodes the sap vessels, or 80 heats the
sap as to kill the tissues of the tree. Dr. Stay-
man, of Kansas, I thinkadvanced the same idea
in the Horticulturist some years ago. Mr.
Feast, of Maryland, seems to endorse the same
theory. Mr. Berckmans, of Georgia, while he
thinks that blight follows rains, preceded by
drought, which ruptures the u¢ricules and vessels
of the tree, inducing derangement, which, in
turn, is followed by fungoid attacks, also ad-

.| vances the hypothesis that blight ordinarily only

attacks trees or branches that are bark bound;
and that a longitudinal incision with the knife
through the bark of the part, or tree, so bound,
will prevent an attack of blight. This remedy
is laid down as entirely successful with him.

Thus much for theories ; and next, as to facts.
I regret to record that my experience in pear
culture during the past season of 1867, has been
a sad one. During 1865 and 1866 my neighbors
in the Sciota valley, a mile east of me, suffered
severely from blight, while I feelit but little. In
the past year, however, my neighbors of the
valley escaped, and the scourge fell heavily on my
orchard. Whether the one theory or the other
was correct as to the cause, made but little diff-
erence, as remedies all failed.

My note book must tell the story. About the
20th of April—following the advice of Professor
Salisbury—I sprinkled over the roots of each
standard tree in the orchard about one gallon of re-
fuse gas-lime,and forked it under. This was done
to counteract fungus through the summer. No
dwarf trees were limed. April and May were
cold and wet months. Some lightning occurred
in the middle of May, but no blight.

June. First half of this month rather wet and
warm ; hard thunder shower on the 12th, follow-
ed by no blight ; rains ceased on 14th,and drought
began ; between 20th and 30th, one light shower
and warm days and nights—in which time lost
12 dwarfs and 1 standard tree by blight. No
lightning last half of month.

July. Read Mr. Berckmans’ theory and rem-
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edy, and on 5th made longitudinal incision from
branches to roots on every standard tree in
orchard. First 12 days of month dry, with cool
nights and no blight ; rain on 12th, followed by
warm, moist weather for 4 or 5 days—in which
lost 4 standard trees by blight. Last half of
month cool nights, two small showers—dry—no
blight, but mildew on grape leaves. No light-
ning this month. Drought most of month.

Awugqust. Heavy rain with thunder and light-
ning on 1st; same on 10th; on 13th showery,
and some thunder; days and nights warm and
moist for first 17 days of month, in which time
lost 25 standard and 6 dwarf trees, by blight;
from 21st to 26th one rain, warm and damp
nights, in which lost 4 standards and 2 dwarfs
by blight ; on 27th cool nights and drought set
in, blight ceased entirely and mildew on grape
leaves commenced again. Total loss—34 stand-
ards and 20 dwarfs ; being about 12 per cent. of
the whole orchard.

Of the standards destroyed, 4 were feeble, 4
of medium vigor, and 26 of vigorous growth. Ot
the dwarfs, 8 were feeble, 5 medium, and 7 of
strong growth. Of varieties, the Flemish Beauty
suffered most ; loosing 8 out of 10 very vigorous
standard trees. Next, Beurre Easter. Next,
Howell, Beurre d’Anjou, Beurre Diel, and
d>Alencon. Such as suffered least were : Bartlett
(12 standards, none affected), Beurre Clairgeau

(none affected), {Beurre Golden (none affected),.

Seckel (one affected out of 10), Howell (2 out of
6), and Bergamotte Codette. Only one dwarf
Louise Bonne, out of 40 was lost ; and one dwarf
Doyenne, out of 20. -

It should be noted, however, that a slight ele-
vation or ridge, runs across the orchard a few rods
from the southend. On this the Bartlettsand L.
Bonnes are situated. As this position is natu-
rally a little better drained than further north,
the slower and more healthy growth of the Bart-
letts may thus be accounted for. The northerly
half of the orchard lies in a very slight depres-
sion, or basin, scarcely observable ; and has a
rather better soil. Rains, if heavy, incline slight-
ly to flow toward this basin from all directions,
and carry with them the richer elements of soil,
or vegetable mould. Through the centre of the
basin a good 3 foot secret drain is constructed,
carrying off all surplus moisture. By far the
greatest invasion of blight occurred in this north-
erly part ; not less than three-fourths of the lost
trees being situated there. Hence I infer the
soil there to be too rich in vegetable matter. I

now incline to the idea of removing all trees, in
the coming spring, from this locality to a higher,
poorer, and better drained piece of land. Trees
growing within 4 feet of the drain referred to,
blightly as badly as those 4 rods distant.

Now, what do the results aforesaid indicate ?
I think they tend to show that blight is: First,
an atmospheric disease; and Secondly, that its
foundation is functional derangement of some
kind in the tree, produced by sudden changes
from dry, to moist warm weather. Regular at-
mospheric states, whether wet, dry, warm, or
cold, do not favor the disease. As to the theories
before noticed, it may be remarked that the re-
sults reported, do not appear to sustain the one
referring the cause of the disease to electricity. On
some occasions we had blight following lightning ;
on others, we had lightning without blight ; and
on others, blight without lightning. A great fault
with the electrical theory is, that sufficient facts
and experiments are not adduced in its support.
‘When these come to be presented, it may appear
in a better light than at present. I think the
facts reported also tend pretty strongly. to nega-
tive the theory that bark-bound trees, or branches,
are ordinarily the only subjects of blight, and
that the disease is prevented by incising the
bark. The fact that I lost 34 trees thus treated,
removes all faith in the remedy, so far as I am
concerned. None of the trees, so far as I could
discern, were bark-bound.

As to the remedy tried in April last—the ap-
plication of gas-lime upon the roots—something
is also to be said. This, too, certainly failed as
s remedy. Possibly the bleaching received by
the lime, through several months exposure in the
open atmosphere, before I got it, may have weak-
ened or destroyed its remedial qualities. On
the other hand, its fertilizing qualities very prob-
ably induced a more rapid and vigorous growth
in the trees ; and thus tended to bring on, rather
than prevent, an attack of blight. Certain it is,
that the loss of standard trees, compared with
dwarfs, was out of all natural proportions.
Hence, I incline to attribute the loss of many
valuable trees to the effect produced by the gas-
lime. Retarding, rather than invigorating,
would seem a better course with pears in our
soil.

Another fact is noticeable. 'When blight ap-
peared in the pear trees, no mildew, or oidium,
showed itself on the grape leaves in my vineyard.
And when the leaves of the grapes were most
affected by oidium, no blight appeared among



48

THE GARDENERS MONTHLY.

February,

the pears. Warm and moist nights, while they
favored the blight, seemed to produce no mildew.
On the other hand, cool and dry nights seemed

, ‘to favor the spread of oidium and check that of

blight. This would indicate the presence of dif-
ferent species of fungi in the two cases, which
accords with the generally received opinion.

In conclusion, I will express no opinion as to
the true cause, or causes, of pear blight—further
than, that at present nothing has appeared to
overturn what is known as the fungus theory.
Whether fungus is an active cause, or only a
consequence of the real disease, I can give no

opinion of any moment. There are strong cir-
cumstances going to indicate that it is only a
consequence of an abnormal condition of the
tree, and tha the real disease is some hours in
advance of th parasite. Recently it has been
intimated through the press, that this question,
80 far as it relates to oidium and grape rot, is
receiving the consideration of several skillful
pomologists and microscopists, whose results are
to be given to the public. Buch examination will
necessarily go far, also, to settle the ¢ vexed
question » as to the origin of blight in the pear.

EDITORIAL.

HOW BARK IS FORMED.

We are reminded of some very curious obser-
vations by a note from a Philadelphia friend,pub-
lished in the January number :

Ten years ago some young candidates for
the penitentiary stripped a cherry tree of ours of
its bark. This was about midsummer; next day
we noticed that the edge of the medullary rays
exuded a sappy substance, and the whole sur-
face of the exposed wood was covered, as it
were, with ¢ pinhead” points of a gelatinous
texture, about one-eighth of an inch apart.
These processes continued to expand till in a
few days they met each other, united in one ho-
mogenous mass, and very soon after, we forget
exactly how many days, the whole surface was
covered uniformly with a very thin brown cuti-
cle. There were, however, a few small spots
exposed to the full sun on the south of the tree,
where the exudation burned off by the suns heat
as fast as formed. No new bark covered them;
and it was not until two years afterwards that
the new bark cloged in all around and covered
these places.

A year or two afterwards we saw in the Au-
tumn a very large apple tree, perhaps four feet
round, that had the whole stem stripped some-
time in the summer—why or for what,or the pro-
prietor, or any circumstances connected with it,
we do not know—only that a new bark had
formed since—that season, completely covering
the stem, and the tree growing with amazing
vigor and health.

Two years ago, a ten year old tree of our own
planting, of Quercus discolor, (swamp white oak),

got its bark shattéred; half way round the tree
the bark was completely carried away; on the
the other half it was loosened and hung down—
that is,it hung longitudinally, not separated near
the ground. Determined to save the tree if
practicable, not having any trees of the kind,
we resolved to sacrifice a nice tree of English
oak. The bark was taken off| carefully cut and
fitted so as to cover the exposed parts of the
swamp white oak, the idea being to graft as it
were the bark of the English oak 80 as to take
the place of the natural bark. Its own loose
piece of bark was set up in place, and the wound
tied and bandaged securely by muslin. This was
also about midsummer. The English oak bark
died; @nd no new bark appeared under it. The
trees own bark placed up against the place where
it had been torn off, did not unite, but under it,
between it and the wood, a new bark grew, just
as we had seen in the case of the apple and
cherry, and the tree is in perfect health now,
although the part where no bark grew is not yet
covered by the approaching sides of living bark.
‘Why no bark formed as well under the English
bark as well as under the trees own loose bark,
we cannot tell; unless it be that the connection
of the latter at the bottom preserved life through

‘the whole range of living bark, and in the former

having nothing to preserve life, decay commenced
and communicated its decomposing influences
to the exuding matter, destroying it also.
However, that is not the point here. The in-
terest is in showing how bark is made. The
outer cuticles of snakes and other skin shedding
things we know is done as a comparatively
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seasons, as we say of birds. Trees, we see, are

_in the same category ; they have their new bark

seasons, when it soon commences, pours through
the fissures between the woody fiber, and is soon
over. .

Another singular fact in reference to this mat-
ter is worthy of note. In the fall of the year.
after growth had ceased, we cut out a block of
the new cherry bark about an inch square, and
‘we found the season’s growth of wood and bark
both equal, each about one-eighth of an inch
thick. So that we may judge from this that
the cherry, and perhaps other trees, expends as
much of its energies annually on the bark as on
the wood.

This question of bark starts many interesting
thoughts. The ¢ heart »” wood of a tree is gen-
erally supposed to be dead wood; the sap wood
living, and able to carry out operations of value
to the tree. The bark is of the same character.
Two or three year’s growth is generally alive;
others outside of this are dead and of no use,
and in time the outermost fall off by the action of
wind and weather. If there were no chance of
falling off, the bark ofa tree would be quite about
as thick as the wood, the old rings ot equal num-
ber on the extreme points of a central line.

How long ‘bark remains alive is different in
different trees. In many it is not easy to tell the
living from the dead structure. In some it is
very plain. In the common trumpet vine (Ze-
coma radicans), the dividing line is beautifully
distinct ; the living bark embracing three years
(we believe, for we are writing without notes of
our observations).

Another singular thing about bark is what we
call ‘“‘rough bark.”” It begins at different ages in
different trees, and is evidently of another nature
to the mere cuticle, which forms the first stage
of bark in the young shoots existence. In the
Cherry, Birch, &c., the early bark peels off in
vertical paper-like flakes around the circumfer
ence of the tree; but after a few years another
substance bursts through longitudinally and
forms irregular excrescences. In some trees like
the Sweet Gum, and English Maple, (Acer Cam-
pestre), these longitudinal excresocences appear
the first year, and thus are formed what we call
“cork barked *’ trees, as in the accompanying
illustration ; but the time when these appear is

CORK-BAREED MAPLR.]

different in individuals of the same species. Some
maples do not become corkey for several years ;
while others are densely winged almost regularly
as the young growth pushes. We also see Sweet
Gums, some of them with a weird unearthly look,

others polished as the most cultivated human
could desire.

But, says Mr. Jack Matter-o-fact at our elbow,
this is all very pretty and makes an interesting
tale ; but a practical journal like the Gardener’s
Monthly should tell us how to make money, or
give us some useful idea to turn to practical ac-
count in our every day operations. What is
there in all this ? But we must first gain know-
ledge before we can possibly know whether it is
worth anything or not. 'We can make no use of
anything of which we know nothing; and in
this matter of bark, no doubt if we knew all

about it, we could turn it to practical account in
various ways.

For instance, we know already that trees some-
times suffer from indurated bark—get hide bound
as it is technically termed—the cherry especially,
and it has been the custom with Gardeners to
cut through with a knife, all down the stem of
the tree, which has often proved to be a par-
tial remedy. But if we can find out the exact
time-of forming new bark, and how we can ex-

corticate always and with safety, it would be
much better still.

‘We hope some one will follow up these ideas.
Our experimental farms and gardens,national and
otherwise, ought to help us with these things.

DETERIORATION OF FRUITORCHARDS

It is perfectly clear to us, that the doctrines
advanced by the Gardener’s Monthly, that the
cracking of the Pear is owing to a parasitic
fungus, which does not necessarily imply a
disease in the tree, must receive the assent of
every intelligent fruit-grower. We are much
pleased to note that already many of the leading
men in the country have given their assent to
this view; and the true theory once acknow-
ledged, some remedy may be discovered, without
which, all attempts to combat the enemy is like
fighting in the dark.

Our English friends have not got so far in
their general knowledge of fungoid diseases as
American cultivators. In some respects they are
farther advanced, particularly in the descriptive
science of these minute plants. There is not
any one in the world who stands so deservedly
high in this as Rev. M. A. Berkeley. Yet we
speedy operation. They have their ‘‘moulting
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really think the
Berkeley’s labor is more apparent in the United
States than in Europe. As our readers know,
the Pear cracks as badly in some parts of
Europe as here; yet, in all the discussions we
read in European periodicals, no practical culti-
vator has any thing better to offer than argu-
ments which have long lost their force here—
“hot weather;’” “hot suns after showers, &c.”” A
leading contributor of one of the best English
periodicals thinks it is a want of regular
moisture at the root which causes it. Ile says:

‘¢ Beurre Diel, on the Quince, trained upright
against a south brick wall, has never had a
single cracked fruit. The tree is about seven-
teen years old, and bears freely and regularly.
Easter Beurre, on the Quince, trained upright
against a south stone wall, is now carrying its
fourfh crop, and it never has had a single fruit
that has cracked. The trees against the south
walls have not a single cracked fruit this year,
and never have had their fruit injured in this
way, simply, I believe, because, in hot and dry
weather, they are always freely watered, and
have their roots protected with straw.”

- One man, on the other hand, thinks it is the
water which causes it. Another replies :

¢“No. A dry soil and a hot sun combined,
scorch, dry, harden the tender skin of the fruit;
a8 soon as rain falls the fruit swells, and the dry
gkin splits in every direction. The rain only de-
velops the mischief which the dry soil and sun
have effected.”

To an American, accustomed to see the Pear
growing over a tract of land thousands of miles
broad ; in wet soils and in dry ones; under
places quite as protected as brick walls; and
others exposed to arctic breezes, and bearing the
.game cracking disease in all—these little reason-
ings have 'long since had their day. But some-
times a writer will nearly stumble on the real
cause of trouble, as the following shows. A
writerin the London Journal of Horticulture, says:

«This spring, one of my Pear Trecs, ap-
‘parently in vigorous health, had a considerable
number of its leaves aflfected with a sort of
blister or fungus. The Journal of Horticulture,
like a skilful physician, recommended the appli-
cation of repeated doses of sulphur. This
remedy wasg, to a certain extent, successful, I
have seen large Pear Trees with every leaf and
* fruit horribly disfigured, year after year, by this
disease. This leads me to suppose that doses of

practical value of Mr. ! radical remedy must be tried. I fancy the tree

has been sucking up some unwholesome juices,
which have disagreed with it, and so spoilt its
complexion. It must be carefully forked out of
the ground about the 21st of this month, have
its roots examined and somewhat shortened,
and much of the old soil removed; and it will be
planted again in a mixture of fresh earth
roasted and unroasted, and some old hotbed
manure. Ishall be much disappointed if this
treatment does not effect a complete cure.”

It does not seem to be understood there that
this ‘ blister or fungus” is the same fungus
which attacks the fruit as well as the leaf, and
that it is the destruction of the cuticle of the
Pear in these “ blistered spots” which causes
the crack. The remedy is also readily reached.
The spores of these deleterious fungi, with very
little doubt, are drawn into the sap, through the
roots, and germinate when they como to the
surface of the leaf or fruit. Disturbing their
operations, therefore, by moving away impreg-
nated soil, and replacing by fresh, must be an
advantage. The experiments of Dr. Hull, at
Alton, Ill, conclusively show a benefit of this
kind in stopping various forms of fungoid
discase, the greater part of which, no doubt,
originates in the same way. ’

Our main object in this article is to impress on
our readers the almost certainty that this is the
way the fruit trouble works: and that, in all
their remedies, they have, first, to guard against
the communication of fungoid spores with the
roots; and, second, the destruction of leaves in-
fested with fungi, before the spores for another
crop have had time to mature, are the points to
be kept in view. )

It always takes time for the parasitic fungi to
establish themselves. Hence, when a man starts
fruit-growing in & new district, it is always suc-
cesgful. Fungi, however, gradually increase,
and, in time, the new place becomes no better
than the old. A man starts on a hill, ignorant
or forgetting that other hills have fruit troubles;
and, because he succeeds for a few years, the hill
has all the credit. Or he starts near a lake, and
‘‘large bodies of water’ are glorified. But, in
time, the fungi get a foothold, and then the
failure is pronounced ‘‘unaccountable.”” The
following, from a correspondent of the New
York Farmers’ Club, presents the case exactly.
The Tribune says:

¢ Where I was raised in Southwestern Ohio, I

sulphur act only as a palliative, and that a more ; have known my father to frequently gather,
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eighteen and twenty years ago, as high as forty
bushels of apples from a single tree, and these of
the most excellent varieties. In the same
region now it would take nearly forty trees to
produce one bushel. Apples had begun to de-
cline there previous to 1850. In our own
orchard the progress of disease was quite
marked. It beganin the centre of the orchard,
on a Bellflower that had always given fine fruit.
The Apples began to speck with a bitter rot, and
fall off prematurely. Other trees were soon
similarly affected, and finally the whole
orchard.”—C. H. MURREY, Clay City, Clay
County, Southern Illinois.

There is no theory here, but a clear statement
of facts. Change parasitic fungi for disease, and
our readers will see the whole case clearly. We
trust that, with the recognition of this principle,
our friends will not let the next season go over
without experimenting in this direction—the
true one, we are sure, by which to unlock the
talismanic gates which keep us out of successful

fruit culture. ,

NOTES OF WESTERN TRAVEL.

Cincinnati with Horticulture haslong beeniden-
tified. It has had the advantage of a live Hor-
ticultural Society, and energetic, practical, com-
mon sense Horticulturists.  Swann, Flagg,
Longworth, Buchanan, Ernst, Warder, Graham,
Neff, and other names that will readily suggest
themselves to all but very young Horticulturists,
have given Gardening the eminence it has here
to-day. We are proud of the Art as it is devel-
oped about Philadelphia, New York, Boston,
and Baltimore; but we know of no American
city which in true taste, and a general diffusion
of true taste, will compare with Cincinnati. This
is perhaps the more remarkable, a8 we think more
than in the cities named, a greater portion of the
wealthy residents of this place have sprung from
the masses of the people, in whom one would
suppose the effort to accumulate wealth would
have left little time for the cultivation of the
finer feelings, so generally supposed to be the off-
spring of early education and abundant leisure.

Our first visit was to the Society then in session,
presided over by Mr. Stomms, whom we found
an intelligent and courteous gentleman, and very
po ular with the members generally, many of
whom expressed themselves as in great hopes of
a renewed interest in the Society by the people at
large, under his management. The principal

topic discussed on this occasion was, ‘‘ Grape and
‘Wine»—but if matters of taste, and more purely
horticultural, are at times crowded out by these
more commercial subjects, which partake as much
of the agricultural and mechanical as the horti-
cultural, it may be pardoned to a Society like this,
which has done such good service in a genuine
way.

The founding of the Cemetery—Spring Grove
—Dby the early members of the Society, has had,
it is evident, a strong influence on the fine taste
we see everywhere about the town. It is admi-
rably designed, and elegantly maintained. It is
the very reverse of Greenwood, where art has
done and does nothing, while nature lavished the
materials. Here nature was simply pretty, but
art has made her beautiful. Mr. Buchanan is
president of the Cemetery; a gentleman, we need
scarcely tell our readers, of taste with a thor-
oughly practical judgment. ’

The landscape gardener, who is employed reg-
ularly on the grounds is Mr. Strauche, a master
as well as an enthusiastic lover of his art; for
the sake of the art, as well as for the money
which it brings.

The land embraced in the original plan was
167 acres in 1845. It now comprises 418. 18
acres are reserved expressly for a park, and is of
course laid out on a more joyous scheme than
would be appropriate were it part of the Ceme-
tery proper. With rare public spirit, the origina-~
tors had only the improvement of taste about
them in view. It is not a business speculation.
All the money made is devoted to further im-
provement plans, and maintaining what has been
done in the bes. of order. In the Cemetery
the remains of Longworth, Ernst, and other
f-ends rest.

The mention of Longworth’s name suggests
the wine interest of this city. Though other la~
borers were not few, yet in many respects he was
its founder and patron. This child of his
foresight and energy, still receives fostering pro-
tection from his nephew, Captain Anderson, on
whom has fallen the mantle of his uncle in unti-
ring enterprise in affairs which may benefit his
city. A visit to the wine house under his pilot-
age makes an interesting item in our Cincinnati
recollections. He explained the difficulties Mr.
Longworth encountered in the formation of the
wine culture, and made it clear to us that no
matter how good an idea may be, or how certain
to succeed, it takes efforts of the most persistent
kind to get the public to see and sustainit. Thou-



52

THE GARDENERS MONTHLY.

February,

sands of good ideas are no doubt lost to the pub-
lic in every age, for want of Longworthian cour-
age, to press and pursue them. Difficulties still
existed. Among the worst ones was coun-
terfeiting, now that the ‘“Longworth *’ brand had
become famous. Lonsworth, Loncworth, and many
other mean things were very abundant, doing a
double injury by the attempt to steal a name, and
disgusting the public with pure American wine, of
which they naturally suppose they have a genu-
ine sample. It was a remarkable fact that much
of this stuff was actually shipped from New York
$0 Cincinnati, and used in some of the hotels as
the genuine, on account of the greater profit re-
sulting therefrom.

Another point we learned from Mr. Anderson
was, that if American glass manufacturers would
pursue improvement in the same spirit that Mr.
Longworth did wine culture, their business might
be immensely increased. Now champagne bettles
have to be imported from Europe on account of
the weakness of American made glass. During
the process about 33 per cent. break,—while of
English the per centage is never more than ten.
In addition to its weakness the roughness of the
mouth, interfering with proper corking, is againat
the American bottle. One would suppose there
would be much loss of wine from this breakage,
but it is collected and used for making brandy,
although again it was difficult to compete with
the cheap adulterated stuff common in the mar-
kets. If one wants to understand the full force
of the scripture text about the folly of putting
new wine into old bottles, a visit to an establish-
ment like this will be of service. In order to
lessen the loss of wine before referred to, there is a
machine for testing bottles in advance. A nozzle
is attached to the mouth, and a pressure equal to
twenty atmospheres forced in. The weak ones
of course give way. Now it is found that a bot-
tle that will resist twenty-one atmospheres will
break at eighteen next, and so in proportion
every trial afterwards. .

Another point of interest to us was the fact of
wines of varying qualities being drawn from the
same cask. If a 500 gallon cask were drawn off
at the same hour, and five one hundred gallon
casks filled with the same contents, in time an
experienced taster will find all five casks differing
.in flavor. To an uneducated taste no difference
would be perceptible, but for connolseurs these
differences had to be noted, and marked accor-
dingly.

The capacity of this wine cellar was for about

300,000 gallons, but only about 200,000 were there
at that time.

We might fill a w ole number with matters
which interested us here; but, restricted for space
we have endeavored to give only those which
we think may be new to most of our readers. -

Cincinnati was rejoicing in a good wine crop
this season. There were plenty of failures, very
evidently from exhausted vitality during past
years, and from a great variety ot causes; but
healthy vines were numerous, and bore corres-
pondingly fine crops. At Mr. Buchanan’s we saw
a very fine Catawba vineyard, about twenty years
old, in which there had been but three total fail-
ures, and during the seventeen years of bearing
there had borne an average production of 250 gal-
lons of wine per acre per annum. We could not
see that the Catawba had failed much more than
it ever did, and left Cincinnati in no strong faith
in the degeneracy of Grape varieties.

‘We found much interest manifested here in the
Ives’ Seedling. Everywhere it was popular with
wine men, and all we saw were bearing abundant
crops, with fruit quite equal in eating qualities to
Concord. The vines were of the same vigorous
character as Concord, Hartford Prolific, and oth-
ersof that class. It makesa dark winesimilar to
Norton’s Virginia. It was worth $4 per gallon,
while Catawba and others were not bringing per-
haps one-fourth,—but this, as Mr. Anderson well
remarked, was as much owing to the demand
arising from curiosity to try a wine so widely
spoken of as from its real merits, great as these
certainly are. At Mr. Mottier’s we noticed the
Delaware doing very well. They had given it
extra rich soil to what other varieties had ; but
some of our party did not think it necessary.
Single vines of Iona, Maxatawney, and others
trained against a south wall, had also borne this
year a few bunches with good promise. In Mr.
Mottier’s cellar our party found much to praise
in the excellence of the Delaware wines, and
other brands,—and the purity of article was well
attested by the fact that after again adjourning
to the vineyards none of the party, no matter how
enthusiastically they may have felt called on to
praise the wines, but were sufficiently awake to
see the immense damage done to the crop by the
grasshoppers—leafless plants, with the bunches
cut off as if by the best grape scissors, laid around
loose in every direction.

We visited Col. Waring’s and many other
vineyards, under the pilotage of Messrs. McCul-
lough, Heaver, and Pentland, who are amongst
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others conspicuous in the good work of main
taining for the citizens of Cincinnati the Grape
reputation of their town.

PEAR BLIGHT.

‘We have so often shown good reasons for the
faith that is in us, that the fire blight is the result
of a microscopic fungus, and that it is not neces-
sary that the tree should be previously diseased
in order that the fungus should grow as it does,
that we have given up arguing the matter, and
have contented with letting our correspondents
report their various experiences, in the belief the
contradictory results of various theories would
alone be sufficient to destroy them. In our pres-
ent number a correspondent contributes a very
valuable paper of this kind, showing that what
we have pointed out as consequences of certain
lines ot argument, are practically correct.

The ‘“electrical”” theory for instance, which,
aside from the fact that thunder and lightning is
-not electricity, is evidently at fault from the sim-
ple fact that that little understood agent has
thundered in districts years before any pear
blight appears, is set at rest conclusively by Mr.
Cooke’s showing that his trees went through the
ordeal unscathed.

All arguments deduced from ‘rain-fall,”
‘“drought,” ‘“wet soil,” *‘dry soil,” ‘“‘miasma,”
&c., falls to the ground for precisely the same
reason. ¢ Varieties,” ‘' standards or dwarfs,”
‘“modes of propagation,’” and all that class of
arguments, the contradictory evidence kiils of
itself.

We repeat, that we have seen no evidence to
dispute our theory that the fire blight is the re-
-1t of the growth of a parasitic fungus, the seeds
of which float in the atmosphere, attach them-
selves to the bark, without inquiry whether the
bark is diseased or not, germinate, and by push-
ing their thready roots through the tissue, des-
troy it, going round the circumference of the
place for a few inches wide—girdling the branch
in fact, and thus killing it.

This theory one can carry through all the ex-
periences of all our correspondents given since
the Gardener’s Monthly started, without any cir-
cumstances narrated by them to contradict it.
All other theories upset one another.

This being admitted as the true explanation,
what is the remedy ? Simply attack the little
fellow directly in front. Stop him from going
ahead just where he likes. Watch for his first

approach, and cut away and burn the parts in-
fected before it has time to re-produce spores to
propagate the species, which is the last thing
it does. After it gets into a district it may be
years before we get it out, and probably never
entirely, unless all the neighbors zealously co-
operate, —therefore in districts where it is not
known, carefully watch for its first appearance
and nip it in the bud.

Iy reference to the oidium mentioned by our
correspondent, he is laboring under a misappre-
hension common to many intelligent men whe
have accepted an idea without examination. No
specimen, we believe, has ever been found in the
United States, until the single instance reported
by ‘“Horticola ** in our pages of this month.

TOMATOES ON WALLS AND FENCES.

A paper in our issue this month, by L. B.,
under whose initials the members of the Penn-
sylvania Horticultural Society will discover one
of their most intelligent amateur associates, de-
mands more than a passing notice. The great
error of many amateur gardeners is that they
follow in the wake of the mere market man
whose whole object is the ‘‘maximum of money
from the minimum of expense.’” The amateur
gardener consults the pleasure of gardening, as
well as its profits, and in many cases finds, as L.
B. has done, that pleasure is often profit also.

The Tomatoes, well ripened by this plan, keep
longer than they possibly can by the usual smoth-
ering process of growing them. We have to-day
(Jan. 14th) enjoyed a delightful dish of these To~
matoes, being one-half of our friend’s *‘last pick-
ings* from the vines first hung up in his cellar,
and no one would want to taste the best canned
fruit, if he could only always get fresh ones like
unto these. Any citizen, whose garden consists
of only a wall, may have Tomatoes as L. B. has
had.

THE SPADE OR THE DIGGING FORK.

‘We are very much surprised, notwithstanding
all we have written on the subject, to find 8o many
people sweating away at digging with a spade
when in nine cases out of ten the digging fork
will do four times the work in the same time, with
inexpressibly less labor. It is scarcely necessary
to say that the people we see so barbarous are
not our readers, but even ‘‘our own ** people do
not scem to know that a four tined fork is much
better than a five tined one.
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RHODODENDRONS.

‘We have repeatedly called our readers’ atten-
tion to these beautiful plants, so easily grown,
when we know how, and this knowledge so easily
acquired. As this is the season to prepare beds,
we copy a paragraph from page 146, of our 9th
volume:

A few words on their cultivation may encour-
age their culture, which is much more easy than
people generally have the least idea. An im-
pression prevails that they must have shade.
This is a great mistake, they do better in the sun
than anywhere, all inferences drawn from ¢‘‘na-
ture” notwithstanding. But it is essential that
the soil should be cool; that is, one that will not
bake. In this they cannot be grown at all. To
have this cool Rhododendron soil, the materials

are in every garden, in the shape of trimmings
and prunings of trees. Let these be collected to-
gether in the Winter and Spring; and, to make
the bed, throw out the natural soil two feet deep,
and throw in the branches, mixing the natural
soil with the material as the branches are thrown
in, and the whole rammed in well as the filling
proceeds, raise the bed above the surrounding
soil enough to allow for sinking as the branches
rot, and then plant the Rhododendrons.

We may add that our plan of ‘mixing* is to
put in about two inches of clippings, then two
inches of soil, then more clippings, more soil and

80 on till the bed is full.
We are pleased to learn that since Parsons &

Co. have succeeded in raising them as cheap as
importations can be made, many other American
nurserymen are giving the tribe their attention.

SCRAPS AND QUERIES.

TEN GRAPES FOR MARKET—G@. F. K., Toms
River, N. J.—Will you please inform me through
the columns of your able magazine what ten
varieties of grapes in the order of preference you
would advise me to plant for market. Lat. 40"
The soil an open rolling clay loam, with sand-
stone debris intermixed. And also what mode
of pruning you prefer ?

I wish you would give a good article on grape
culture, as there are so many conflicting state-
ments in the books and papers that it is hard to
decide what is best.

[It is not possible to answer this question as
we think our correspondent would desire. If
one who would market fruit is a pushing man, he
can soon make the newer varieties take,—but the
mass of the public are slow to learn the names
of fruits, and when once they get them by heart
will ask for them long after the progressive have
found out the begt sorts. Hence there is yet a
good demand for Isabellas and half ripe Ca-
tawbas, and one who expects to sell only what is I
asked for, should have some of these if his loca-
tion is favorable to their growth. Then you may
have Hartford Prolitic, Concord, Delaware, Clin-
ton, Creveling, Diana, Rogers’ 15, and Northern
Muscadine, which in spite of its inferior quality,
you will find a profitable grape to grow. Ives,
all we have seen of it, may also be profitable.]

CANADA THISTLE IN THE WEST.—Since Prof.
Thurber’s connection with the American Agri-
culturist, it is not easy to catch it asleep on its
botany. Recently, however, it sounded the tocsin,
scaring the western farmers into a belief that the
Canada thistle was every where West, all along
the lines of railroad. The Editor had been along
and he had seen it. This must have been an as-
sociate, and some delightful music must have
shut up the Professor’s argusian eyes, that he
did’nt see the error. The Cirsium altissimum, or
tall thistle, a harmless and beautiful plant, was
no doubt the species seen. We keep a sharp look-
out for such things, and did’nt see one in a ride of
twenty-five hundred miles. However the article
will do good in setting the Westerners to look
after the real vile thing, should he ever come
amongst them.

AN IMPROVED KALMIA LATIFOLIA.—CF J.
P., South Framingham, Mass., sends a dried
flower of a seedling Kalmia latifolia, and asks:
‘“ Have you ever seen one like it—no one in this
section has ?7

1t is White with a distinctly marked crimson
edge and beautiful.

PROPAGATING EVERGREENS FROM CuT-
TINGS.—** Subscriber,” Zanesville, O, says: He

STV .
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wants to propagate evergreens this winter, and ! surhest specimen will smule with blossoms be-

what is the best varieties to experiment with,
and the temperature?”’ About 53 to 65° or 70 will
do, kinds in the order named strike the easiest :
Heath-leaved Arborvite, Heath-leaved Cypress,
Junipers, Golden Arborvit®e, American Arbor-
vitee, Yews, Cupressus Lawsoniana, Thujopsis
borealis—then Spruces and Pines are very bad.
Larches we have never known root.

\

GRAFTING CONIFERS.—8. 8.J., Cincinnati,O.
—Can you tell me the French or any other mode
of grafting Evergreens?

[The French bave a way of grafting in the
open air by drawing away the earth from a sced-
ling stock, planting a cutting of the desired kind
closely against it, then inarching, waxing in the
usual way, and then filling up the earth again.]

PROPAGATING SALISBURIA.—J. B., Baitle
Creek Mich.—Herewith I send you a leaf of a
shrubby tree which you will please to name, and
also tell us how to propagate it.

[Salisburia adiantifolia, the Ginko or Maiden
Hair tree. It is propagated by layers, or by
cuttings taken off in the fall and kept in pro-
pagating houses, but only by experienced
propagators,or by seeds which arenow to be pro-
cured from France.]

S8UMMER PRUNING GRAPE VINES.—Mr. Grif-
fiths, in an interesting chapter on the Grape in
the Country Gentleman, says tradition ascribes
the first adoption of severe summer pruning of
the vine to Noah. Our friend is in error. The
true history of this barbarous system has been
traced to an ass.

NAMES OF PLANTS.—Mrs. E. F., Waltham,
Mass., sent us some ferns with which we were
not familiar, and do not find in our collections to
bhand. The pieces are too small to hunt up from
botanical treatises, but if the lady will send us
entire fronds, we will try to name them for her.
They are both 2 and 3 evidently Athyriums of
different species. No. 1, is Tradescantia genicu-
lata.

POMEGRANATE WoN'T BLooM—says * Zet-
ta ” ¢ why won’t it ?? Perhaps she has it in too
much shade. It does’nt like that. Give it rich
soil, plenty of water when growing, and plenty
of sunlight in the open air all summer, and the

fore it is four years old.

*THE NURSERY OF THE LATE ISAAC PULLEN.
—We are gratified to learn that this fine estab-
lishment is to be continued by Mr. Thos. J. Pul-
len, son of the late proprietor. As Junior partner
in thelate firm he is well known as a worthy repre-
sentative of that intelligence and honor which
made his father so much respected. He has our
best wishes.

PRUNING TREES AT TRANSPLANTING.—Qur
intelligent correspondent, Dr. Stayman. of Kan-
sas, says: ¢ Last spring I had 400 Apple trees
transplanted, five years old, many of them were
two inches in diameter and more than 12 feet in
height, (40 trees making a two horse load), not
a limb or twig was cut off or shortened except
on a few done in the nursery for another party.
They were set on a new piece of land on the
highest elevation, exposed to the full rays of the
sun and prevailing winds, and only four died,
which were defective trees. They were taken up
and set out by inexperienced hands by my direc-
tions ; no finer looking trees can be found any
where. Another party got 100 trees and set
them out according to my directions, and did not
lose,any. He came back this fall and said he
wanted more of those trees ‘‘not pruned at all.”
My nearest neighbor planted out about 200 not
‘‘ cutting back to balance the roots,” but thining
out a little to suit his fancy with excellent suc-
cess, now thinks trees ought not to be pruned or
cut in when transplanted, but thinned out a little
if too thick.

[As an abstract principle, there is no doubt
pruning weakens vitality. Another abstract prin-
ciple, equally true, is, that the branches evaporate
moisture, and that the roots must supply the waste.

Very rarely is a tree taken up and transplanted
in such a way as to give the roots a very fair
chance to do its duty to the branches ; and as to
“dry up” is a more immediate evil than a
‘“weakened vitality,’” we keep our cye on it in
transplanting, and recommend pruning as a sure
check to evaporation. The formula is thus:—
‘‘ He who can transplant successfully with prun-
ing, doeth well; but he who can do without
it like Dr. Stayman, doeth better.?]

HARDY ORNAMENTAL DWARF SHRUBS—
““Greenwood Cemctery,”” New York,asks: ‘“Would
you kindly let me know (among yours replies to
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correspondents), the names of some ¢ Hardy
Ornamental Dwarf Shrubs,’ that will flower from
May to October, and that will not require replant-
ing every year.”

[Spireea prunifolia, Flowering almond, Spirea
Reevesii, Forsythia Viridissima, Deutzia gracilis,
Weigelia rosea, Pyrus japonica, Calycanthus
Floridus, Philadelphus coronarius, Persian Lilac,
Itea Virginica, Azaleas the hardy varieties of
course. Hydrangea quercifolia, Deutzia crenata,
Ribes Missouriensis, Spireea tomentosa, S. Bil-
lardii, 8. Douglassii, Hypericum prolificum, Co-

"lutea arborescens, Vitex agnus castis, Clethra
alnifolin—these flower somewhere near in the
order named, and grow from two to five feet
when full grown. ]

DISCOVERY OF A JAPAN PLANT IN THE
SouTH.—The bringing of the Lespedeza striata
before the public by Mr. Ravenal of Aiken, South
Carolina, has caused some speculation as to how
it got in the South. 'When there is frequent com-
mercial intercourse between one country and an-
other, it is easy to understand how seeds may
come in ballast and other ways. But we have
but little chance of this between the South and
China. Professor Porter having told us he
thought he had gathered specimens in the South
20 years ago, we made some suggestions to Mr.
Ravenal that it might have migrated eastward
from little explored localities. Ilis replies to our
points are interesting, he says :

¢t T think there is no doubt whatever of Lespe-
deza striata being an introduced plant.

1st. It has all the habits of one,—confined to
wood-sides, farms and settlements. It is only
found where man and animals have been, and is
not seen in the deep uncleared forests.

2d. It was certainly unknown to the earlier
botanists of this country—Walter, Elliott Mc-
Bride, I’ursh, Michaux, Nuttall, never.knew
_ it—even Darby and Chapman have not inserted
it in their Floras.

I found it about 15 or 16 years ago in two or
three localities in the lower country sparingly
disseminated. Now (as I saw in my late visit in
October), it is all over the country, where form-
erly I saw but little.

3d. Itis exactly the species which Thunburg
described in his Flora Japonica, (1784) as Hedgy-
sanum striatum, and afterwards Hooker aird
Arnott described as Lespedeza striata, among the

collections °f Beechey's Yoyage. I have speci-

mens from Hong Kong sent to me by Professor
Gray, which is just our plant.

PROPAGATING CALYCANTHUS. — ¢ Zetta »?

says : What is the matter, my Calycanthus Flo-
ridus won’t root its layers right off when pegged
down ?

[They never would layer. To propagate it,
cut up the strong roots, and plant like currant
cuttings, only pushing the tops down to the level
of the earth.]

PROSPECT IN WILMINGTON, ILL.—R. W. W.
says: Winter so far splendid, Thermometer
touched zero but once. “But little fall plowing
done on account of drought. Water a scarce
article in some places. Corn, oats and wheat
plump and No. 1—but yield rather light. Pork
and beef plenty and low, considering the price of
corn. OQOats,B0cts.; corn, 75cts.; wheat, $1 50
to $1 80.; dressed hogs, $6 50 to $7 00,; beef, 7}
to 8 cts. dressed. Codlin moth ruined our apple
crop. Grape crop heavy, splendid ; Concord and
Delaware take the lead. Many anticipate plant-
ing largely of grapes and other small fruitsin
spring.

THE ToMATO QUESTION.—There appears to
be a determination on the part of some of your
correspondents to decry the Tilden Tomato as
unworthy of cultivation. Now, as faras my ex-
perience, and that of some of our most success-
ful market gardeners in this vicinity go, there
is no Tomato now before the public that can be
grown for a general crop with more profit
than the Tilden. I consider it tobe all that Mr.
Tilden claims for it : viz, early, (not extra early),
good size, smooth, solid, and remarkably produc-
tive. The experience of such growers as A. W.
Harrison, A. L. Felton, and others whom I
could name, who have grown and intend to grow
it largely this season, I consider of more value
than that of dozens of amateurs and profession-
als, who may have experimented with a single
paper of seed, procured probably from some
doubtful source, (as I believe large quantities of
spurious seed were sold under the name of the
Tilden). Iwillgive one instance: In the autumn
of 1866, Mr. Robbins, of the well-known firm
of Johnson, Robbins & Co., extensive seed-grow-
ers of Wethersfield, Conn., when in this city,
saw the specimens of Tilden Tomato on exhibj
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tion at my store, he remarked, how beautiful!
Why they are an entirely different Tomato from
what I have been growing from the Tilden. He
then obtained some seed from me, and in a con
versation with him recently, stated it was the
finest Tomato they had ever grown. A corres-
pondent in Hamilton, Ohio, writes, *‘ the Tilden
which I have grown from seed, obtained from
you, is the finest Tomato in our market, and
sells at 10 cents per half-peck more than my
neighbors.”

And now a few words about ‘“The Cook’s favor-
ite.” Your correspondent, J. R. S., says it is
“worthless hollow sort.” Now it is just the re-
verse, being one of the most solid varieties
grown, it was never offered as an Exira early
sort, but I believe very few of the so-called
early varieties can excel it even in this particu-
lar; and for planting out late (here about 1st
July), there i3 no Tomato to equal it, for quality or
productiveness ; there is no variety that ripens
so well in the autumn, nor of which the green
fruit can be picked (before frost) and ripened
under glass as well. For this purpose it is ex-
tensively grown in New Jersey. As to Keyes’
Early Prolific I find it no earlier than our old
Early sort, and not so desirable, as the fruit is
smaller. I shall, however, give it another
trial.—H. A. DREER, Philadelphia.

TEN ACRES ENOUGH.—The Vineland Week-
ly says: ‘“ When Mr. Morris published his work,
it seemed to set the country on fire ; mechanics,
merchants, clerks, were seized with a furor for
the purchase of ‘Ten Acres.” Something like
150 of the ‘“Ten Acre” Boulevard lots were
so0ld at once under the stimulant of the ideas con-
tained in this book.’’ It would be very interest-
ing to kmow whether these gentlemen have reali-
zed the profit they had a right to expect after
reading this work. We make this suggestion
not out of any desire to depreciate Mr. Morris’
book; but solely with the view of learning how
near practical results will come to theoretical
writings.

PENN. oR TENN.—We have just received a
package of letters, some of them two months
old, which, directed  to us, have been lying in
Tennessee, many postmasters not noting the dif-
ference between T and P. This is especially bad
for us, as, there being a Germantown in that

tate, the error is not immediately detected. We

would suggest to our correspondents to use Pa.
instead of Penn. for this State, as less liable to
be mistaken for Tenn.

ALMONDS.— Mr. E. Manning, Harrisburg, O.,
sends us a few of the Hardshell variety, grown
by himself. It is strange this fruit is not more
grown, as it is an useful aid to sociability in an
old-fashioned winter evening party.

KENTUCKY NURSERYMEN.—A few months
ago we hastily penned a list of Kentucky Nurse-
rymen in reply to a correspondent. J. Dunlop,
of Pulaski, and Manson & Willey, Murfrees-
boro, should have been Tennessee instead of
Kentucky.

——

A CALIFORNIA ESCULENT.—R. D. says:—
¢ While in California on several occasions, I had
to eat some boiled roots which I thought good
eating, and on inquiry had a plant pointed out
to me of a trailing character, with pinky
flowers, sweet-scented, something in habit like a
Verbena. Can you from this description give
me its name ? I should like to try and introduce
it East.”

[We do not know wunless it be Abronia
fragrans. The roots of some of the species are
fleshy, and may be ‘‘good eating.”” Callirhoe
also has edible roots, but it does not suit our
correspondent’s description. ]

PUBLISHING AND EDITING THE MONTHLY.
—Correspondents  frequently  address Mr.
Meehan on matters connected with advertising,
or other business of the paper. He is happy to
accommodate by handing all such to thé pub-
lisher ; but_as he resides in Germantown, and
not in Philadelphia, where the office of The
Monthly is, it frequently occasions delay when
time is important. Several advertisements are
too late this month in consequence.

DoUBLE GLAZING.—D. N. W., Sewickley,
Pa.,says: ‘‘ Finding great trouble with shutters,
I adopted the plan of using double glass on one
of my houses, and find that it answers every
purpose. The inside glass is about six inches
from the outside, and is carried half-way up the
roof of a lean-to house, which is high enough.
The ends are filled throughout with double glass.
It is cheaper than shutters, and gives no trouble,
and protects plants better.”
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TRAILING MICHIGAN JUNIPER.—R. D.,
Waukegan, Ilis., says:—*“I send you samples
of a Trailing Juniper or Savin, that grows on
the re of Lake Michigan, in our city. It
grows'in the blowing sand, and it seems to have
to fight hard to live even there, for the sand
drifts over it, but it shoots up and layers itself
after the lower branches are covered, till it even-
tually forms a large mound, nearly or quite
round, and of as beautiful a green as can well be
imagined. 1,000 rooted layers could readily be
taken from a single mound. I have never culti-
vated it exceptinga few plants the last two years,
and think it would make a very nice edging for
garden walks here where the Box will not stand
the winter.

[This is Juniperus Virginiana prostrata, a
curious variety of the Red cedar, and well wor-
thy of introducing to cultivation.]

PEAR ON THE MOUNTAIN AsH.—An Illinois
correspondent says :—‘‘ I send you two or three
Pear trees of two or three varieties, that were root-
grafted last winter on one year European Moun-
tain Ashstocks. They weredugat randomand not
selected out, and were sent you to show that they
form an almost perfect union with the Mountain

Ash Stock ; indeed, the union seems as good as
with Pear on Pear. You will recollect I wrote
you and got a favorable opinion from you about
a year ago, ‘‘ on the Mountain Ash asa Stock
for Dwarfs where the Angers Quince Stock will
not stand the winter.”” I havea Pear trec that
has stood fifteen years on European Mountain
Ash roots and seems to do well, and borea
fine crop of Bartletts this season. One of my
neighbors has a tree, planted about the same
time, that fruited well this season, and it has
thrown up one or two suckers of Mountain Ash
almost every year since planted. We grafted
only a few trees for experiment.”

[They are equal to the best Quince Stock
Pears.] '

SHEPHERDIA AND SILVER THORN.—An Ill-
inois correspondent says :—¢‘ One of our Illinois
Nurseryman told me last week that my Shep-
herdia or Buffalo Berry is the Silver Thorn. Is
this so 77

[The Silver Thorn is Eleagnus parvifolius, or,
in some catalogues, E. reflexus The Buftalo
Berry is Shepherdia argentea. Both belong to
the same natural order, and both with the same
general aspect.]

OBITUARY.

ISAAC PULLEN, HIGHTSTOWN, .N. J.

The death of IsaAc PULLEN, which oc-
curred on the 13th of December last, ought not
to be permitted to pass without some word of
comment in the Horticultural journals. Mr.
Pullen was an earnest friend of our cause, and,
in some respects, a representative American.
The writer of this notice is unacquainted with
his early history, and has only known him in
his maturity, during the last ten or twelve
years. llis age, at the time of his decease, was
sixty-two.

The chief point in the achievements of his life
life was his success in orchard-house culture.
He was, perhaps, the only man in America who
has ever fully conquered the difficulties of grow-
ing Peaches under glass, at a profit, on the
Rivers’ plan, as a specialty, in a large house
solely devoted to that purpose. Mr. Pullen was,

for many years, a Peach-grower and a propa~
gator of Peach Trees, and was, naturally, at-
tracted to the project of growing this fruit in
the orchard-house. He was not, however, &
strict disciple of Mr. Rivers, but rather origi-
nated a system of culture for himself, in which
he was eminently successful. The fine fruit pro-
duced in his house, and furnished to the public
by the leading fruit-dealers of Philadolphia and
New York, in the month of May, for several
years past, will be long remembered. The
writer calls to mind a delicious dessert of
Peaches and cream at the Pullen mansion, in
early June, at which time three or four dozen of
Hale’s Early were sacrificed on the altar of
friendship. _

We have styled Mr. Pullen ‘‘a representative
American.” He was a representative of the
irrepressible man of this nation and this age.




e

1868.

THE GARDENER'S MONTHLY.

59

He was tall, broadly built, angular, gnunt,' Yet this man was evidently an uneducated

sallow (for many years an invalid, full of chronic
ills}, of an active, nervous temperament, ambi-
tious, hopeful, enterprising, even in the midst of
disaster. He was exceedingly ingenious and
practical, and yet was broad and comprehensive
in his plans, and had an overmastering will,
which conquered men and obstacles alike by its
imperious force. His early education had evi-
dently been neglected, so far as the teachings of
the schools are concerned; but he had learned
by intuition, from the Book of Nature, and
from often reading and observation, so that his
philosophy of men and things was most shrewd
and instructive. His business adventures were
widely extended, and almost always successful.
Hence, although he spent much in what might
be called experiments, he came out at last com-
paratively rich in lands and other substantial
means, besides giving his children the benefit of
a first-class’education.

The homestead which he occupied was a
representative American home—a fine, large
mansion, built, painted and decorated with
taste. The front yard ornamented with choice
Evergreens and rare deciduous trees; on one
side a fruit-garden, filled with choice Pears,
Grape Vines, Strawberry beds, &c.; in the rear
a hothouse for exotic Grapes; beyond an
orchard-house, the most successful one in
America ; long ranges of offices, sheds and
workshops are seen; a large barn, with a fine
stock of Durham cattle; further back, poultry
and other stock; and, beyond all, an orchard
and a park, containing a herd of deer, which
fed from the hand that is now at rest. Far
away in the distance are other orchards, vine-
yards and acres of small fruits and vines; and
yet other farms and orchards, twenty miles off,
were owned by the same master who has pre-
sided here.

American, who started in life with only native
force of character, energy and ambition for his
patrimony. We need no one to tell his early
history. It was written in the deep, nervous
lines of his face, in his restless eye, in his worn-
out body, prematurely ruined by brain-fag and
hard work. Geologists pretend to read the
history of former ages by the fossilt marks on
the rocks; the story is not half so plain as the
history which man impresses upon himself in his
passage through this world.

But Mr. Pullen was not an austere man.
Far from it; his voice was cheerful and cordial;
his manner earnest but bland ; and he was a
good listener as well as a good talker. At his
house, and at his table, the most generous hospi-
tality prevailed, and the social element was pre-
dominant. In sentiment he was a liberal
Christian, an ardent friend of liberty, and a firm
believer in the inestimable value of the American
Union. As a Horticulturist he attained much
eminence, and was widely known, having
raised many seedling fruits and contributed no
little to the sum of our knowledge. He was,
essentially, a good man; and while, according to
modern philosophy, his soul is now ‘“but a little
way above our heads,” we, who have so much
enjoyed his society in this earthly sphere, cannot
refrain from saying a good word to his memory,
and wishing him a happy future in his progres-
sive state above.—J. S. H.

DEATH OF R. A. ALEXANDER.—We see by
our exchanges that this distinguished Agricultu-
rist and Horticulturist died recently at his beau-
tiful farm, at Woodburn, in Kentucky.

BOOKS, CATALOGUES, &C.

REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICUL-
TURE FOR 1866.—It is to be regretted that t}us
fine volume comes out so long after date. The |

able report of the statician, Mr. Dodge, is thus.

rendered of l