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PREFACE.

6HE poem entitled Rdmardjivanu, and known also as

Narapativigayamu, in honor of the brave Rimaraja,
contains a genealogy of the Narapati princes who ultima-
tely swayed the destinies of the Kingdom of Vijayanagar,
The Rimarijiyamu was composed at the beginning of
the second half of the 1oth century by Sdrayya’s son
Vemkayya, the court-peet ol Kod indaricnarija.  This
prince, better known as Riamaraja, and son-in-law of the
famous king Krishnariga, was hike his father-in-luw, a great
patron of Telugu literature. I have elsewhere shown that
there existed two Krishnarigas who had as their sons-in-
jaw princes of the name of Ramarija!

The Kamarajiyamu was written previously to the bat-
tle of Talikota, in which Kodandaramarija was defeated
and killed by the united armies of the Muhammedan
Chiefs of Bijapur, Golkonda, Ahmadabad and Bedar. 4

The narrative is continued nearly up to the period of
this catastrophe, and leaves Ramaraga in the plenitude
of his power occupying his throne with his suns round hiin,

As is usual with work of this kind, the book traces
the descent of the Naraptis froms Narayana through Chan-
dra, the Moon, to the Bharatas, hence to Nanda and from
him to the Chalukyas and through Vijala of Kalyana to
Kodandaramaraja, the hero of the poem.

The descent is traced as follows:—IFrom Narayana,
brlhmm Atri, Chandra, Budha, I’urur.w.us, Ayu, Nahusa
)

l ~ee my Contmhunous to the History of .Soulluru India, Part 1, p. 43,
2 See Wilson's Descriptive Catalogue of the Mackensie Collection, Second
Ediuw. Madras, 1882, 265,
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PREFACE, v

Yayati, Puru, &c., descended the Bharatas, and the 83rd
in descent from Arjuna was Nanda; his gth descendant
was Chalukya, and from him was descended Vijala or
Bijjala of Kalyana. Hisgrandson was Vira Hemmaliraya ;

Hemmaliraya’s son was Tatapinna. ‘Fatapinna was suc-
ceeded by Somadéva, Raghavadeva, Pinnasauri and
Bukkaraja. This Bukkarija had two sons Singarija and
Ramaraja the latter of whom was the father of Timma-
raja, Kondaraja and Srirangarij.. The sons of the last-
named prince were Konarajs, Timmardja, Ramarija or
Aliramaraja, son-in law of Krishnaiaja, Tirumalarija,
Venkataraja or Venkatadriraja. Of these, the fourth son,
Tirumalaraja, had four sons: Raghunithariju, Sriranga-
raja, Rimaraja and Venkatardjia. The third of these, Rama-
raja was the father of Tirumalardja and Srirangachikka-
rija, the son of the last being Ramadévarija. The fifth
son of Srirangaraja, Venkataraja, had two sons Rimarija
and RRangapardja or Srirangarija, the latter of whom had
in his turn two sons Venkatiadriraja and Goépalarija.
Ramaraja, the third son of Srirangarija and the son-in-law
of Krishnaraja, had also five sons: Krishnaraja, P’edda-
timmaraja, Kondarija, Chinnatimmmaraja and Srirangarija
of whom Kondarija had a son named Riumarija, and
Srirangarija had two sons Peddavenkataraja and Chinna-
venkataraja, the sons of the latter being Tirumalaraja,
Venkataraja and Srirangaraja. Venkataraja had three sons
named Kédandaramaraja or briefty Rimaraja, Timmarija
and Venkatadrirdja, the eldest of whom Kodandarimaraja
became the son-in-law of the famous Krishnaraja of Vijaya-
nagar. This Kodandaramaraja, who appropriated the
regal power had four sons: Peddavenkatardja, Clinna-
venkatardjs, Kodandaramaraja and Venkatarija, and
Tin marédja the younger brother of K(’)dandnrimaréij;l had
two sons: Srirangardja and Chinnavenkatardja. Thi
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Kodandaridmarija the son-in-law of king Krishnarija, fell,
as has already been mentioned previously, in the battle
of Tilikota, but Venkayya closes his Ramarajiyamu
previously to this event

The annals of the Narapati family contain thus many
important and interesting accounts concerning the Telugu
country, to some of which I have alluded in previous
publications of mine.

The poem is written in classical Telugu, in a choice
and superior style. It abounds, as is usual in works of
this kind, in Alankiras and other rhetorical figures so
highly esteemed by the people of this ccuntry.

The book is compiled from two MSS. in the Govern-
ment Oriental MSS. Library, and I am greatly indebted
to the learned Pandit M.R.Ry., Kokkonda Venkataratnam
Pantulu Garu for the valuable assistance he rendered me
in the publication of it, and also to M.R Ry., D. Régha-
vayya Pantulu Giru, who kindly helped me in revising
the proofsheets.

GUSTAV OPPERT.
MADRAS,
30th January, 1893.
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