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The following Tales are meant to be submitted to the
young reader as an introduction to the study of Shakes-
peare, for which purpose his words are used whenever it
seemed possible to bring them in; and in whatever has
been added to give them the regular form of a connected
story, diligent care has been taken to select such words
as might least interrupt the effect of the beautiful English
tongue in which he wrote: therefore words introduced
into our language since his time, have been, as far as
possible, avoided.

In those Tales which have been taken from the Trage-
dies, the young readers will perceive, when they come to
see the source from which these stories are derived, that
Shakmpmm's;;; words, with little alteration, recus very
frequently in the narrative as well as in the dialogue; but
in thoseAmde from the Comedies, the writers found
themselves scarcely ever able to turn his words into the
narrative form: therefore it is feared, that, in them, dia-
logue has besn made use of too frequently for young
people not accustomed to the dramatic form of writing.
But this fault, if it be a fault, has been caused by an
earnest wish to°give as much of Shakespeare’s own words
as possible; and if the “ He said” and ** She said,” the




el
quesiion and the reply, should sometimes seem tgdious 1o
their young ears, they must pardon it, because it was
the only way in wlich could be given to them a few hints
and little foretastes of the great pleasure which awaits
them in their elder years, when they come to the rich

il e

treasures from which these small and valueless coins are
extracted, pretending to no other merit than as faint and
inperfect slamps of Shakespeare’s matchless image. Faint
and imperfect images they must be called, because the
beauty of his language is too frequently destroyed by
the necessity of changing many of his excellent words into
words far less expressive of his true sense, to make it
read something like prose; and even in some places
where his blank verse is given unaltered, as hoping, from
its simple plainness, {0 cheat the young readers into the
belief that they are reading prose, yet still, Lis language
being transplanted from its own mnatural soil and wild
poetic garden, it must want much of its native beauty.
It has' been wished to make these Tales easy reading
for very young children. To the utmost of their ability
the writers' have constantly kept this in mind; but the
subjects of most of them made this a very difficult task.
It was no easy matter to give the histories of men and

women in terms familiar to the apprehension of a very
young mind.

When time, and leave of judicious frieyds, shall put
the original plays into the readers’ hands, they will dis-

=t Y LB

cover, in such of them as are here abridged (not to
mention almost as many more which are left untouched),
many surprising events, and turns of fortune, which, for
their infinite variety —*muld not be contained iu this little
book, besides a world of sprightly and cheerful characters,
both men and women, the humor of which it was feared
would be lost if it were ﬂgnllnted to reduc> the length
of them. |

‘What these Tales shall have been to the young readers,
that and much more,it is the writers’ wish that the true
Plays of ‘Bhakeapeare may prove to them in older years,—
enrichers of the faney, strengtheners of virtue, a with-
drawing from all selfish and mercenary thoughts, a lesson
of all sweet and honorable thoughts and actions, to teach
courtesy, benignity, generosity, humanity ; for of examples
teaching these virtues his pages are full.
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HAMLET, PRINCE OF DENMARK

l Gertrude, Queen of Denmark, becoming a widow
byf the sudden death of King Hamlet, in less than
two months after his death married his brother Claudius,
which was noted by all people at the time for a strange

—act of indiscretion, or .w.l_'eelingneaa. or worse; for this
B Claudius did no wfais resemble her late husband in the
of his person or his mind, but was (a§ con-

in outward appearance as’ he was base and
unworthy in disposition ; Jﬁl_‘_‘;pgapjcions did-notfail-to
x’y in_the minds of some that he had privately made
2 y&h his brother, the late king, with the view of
marrying his widow and ascending the throne of Den-
mark, to the_exclusion of young Hamlet, the son of
the buried king, and lawful successor tp the throne. |

2. But upon no one did this. ed action of

the queen. makg@imptpssion /as upon this young

qualiti%s

prince, who loved and yenerated the memory of his
dead father almost to idolatry; ,and being of a nice
sense of honour, and a most exquisite practiser of

1. Gertrude ['go:tru:d] T D FEEo
Claudius ['klo:diss] THOEE »~ 2 v > I Do
worse FaSHE. AAN Y LIEIRCE, L LTHBRES O

N Ao
no ways=not at a'l. -

did not fail to arise RE T o
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2 LU AR LAEE T 73 e W ECEOWTIc LT
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LMKt < BOL L7 Ol b2, HIE 2 RLB
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WLTHET 5z, MERRLBAT 280, 0w
BELTMIBEL EREFFIDETE b, fHEH~Pa

ke away with JIZ T (destroy), ¥ 7 5 (murder).
with the view of =with a view to=for the purpase of.
2. unadvised unwiss, indis-reet, not prudent.

almost to idolatry 32 ¥ BMREVE L 22 OB 2 T,

- mice: delicate, ) 3 0°@ib, 228,

exquisite exact, acute, fastidious. 2V [§ 2 210
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propriety himself, did sorely-take to heart this unworthy

conduct of his mother Gertrude, jnsomuch tha#, between

grief for his father’s death and shame for his motﬂer's

marriage, this young prince was overclouded with a

deep melancholy, and lost all his mirth and all his.

good looks; all his customary pleasure in books for-
sook him ; his princely exercises and sports, proper to
his youth, were ‘no longer acceptable; he grew weary
of the world, which seemed to him an unweeded
garden, where all the wholesome flowers were ghoked
up, and nothing but weeds could thrive. Not that the
prospect of exclusion from the throne, his lawful inherit-
ance, weighed so much upon his spirits, though that, to
a young and high-minded prince a bitter'wound and
a sore indignity ; but what so gmim, and took away
all his cheerful spirits, was, that his mother had shown
herself so forgetful to his father’s memory; and,such a
father ! who had been to her so loving and so gentle a
husband! And then she always appeared as loving and
obedient a wife to him, and would hang upon him as if
her affection grew to him; and now, within twe months,
or as it seemed to young Hamlet, less than two months,
she had married again, married his uncle, her dear
husband’s brother, in itself a highly improper and
unlawful marriage, from the nearness of relationship,

",,.----_——-_

but made much/ more so by the indecent haste with

sorely take to heart U&'(“’vﬂbbo
insomuch that [as] adv,. .. L7:4£1y.. .. 782 Tllo

proper to his youth ﬁﬁi)bﬁs l:ﬁob‘l‘l LYo
weary of =tired of CF tired with.
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indignity =humiliation. {55,
galled vexed, harassed.

in itself JLHEIRE, A

more so=more impropsr and unlawful
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~ privy to_this murder, and, wheth byh Lcon '“"1

=

which it was concluded, and the unkingly character of
the man whom she had chosen to be the partner of her
throne and bed. This it was which, more than the loss
of ten kingdoms, dashed the spirits and brought a cloud
over the mind of this honourable young prince.

3. "In vain was all that his mother Gertrude or the
king could do to contrive to divert him; he still
appeared in court in a suit of deep black, as mournmg

for the king his P{ '$ers death, which mode of dress he

had never not even in compliment to his
mother upon the day she was married, nor could he be

brought to join in any of the festivities or rejoicings of
that, as appeared to him, disgraceful day.

P Ledn

What mostly troubled him was an uncertainty about

the manner of his father’'s death. It mgvan out by

Claudius that a serpent had stung him, but young
Hamlet had shrewd suspicions that Claudius himself

was the serpent : in plain English, that he had murdered

him for his crown and that the serpent who stung his
¥ father did now sit on the throne. .

How far he was right in this conpcture. wlld

.
3

ou,ght to think of his mother—how far lho “ = |

ntwuhout, it ¢

dw dmufnL M Z:.Ef‘o R L
an lmcermnw about.. .. ¥ EORRELHE, Wl gy 0
It was given out that 2 33480 Ly BETH 10

~, for his crown EE %A Bos \ £
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did now sit now sat 3V { TSk Y emphatic form. B X%
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privy 10 in the secret of, acquainted with the secret of. B2 ijﬁb‘&o

without without her consent or knowledge.

It came %o pass it happened } ZE2.ME 27097150
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4, A rumour had reached the ear of young Harhlet
that an_apparition, exactly resembling the dead king his
father, had been seen by the soldiers upon watch on
the platform before the palace at midnight for two or
three nights successively.d The figure came constantly
clad in the same suit of armour from head to foot which
the dead king was known to have worn, and they who
saw it (Hamlet’s bosom friend Horatio was one) agreed
in their testimony as to the time and manner of its
appearance : that it came just as the clock struck twelve :
that it looked pale, with a face more of sorrow than
of anger; that its beard was grisly, and the colour
a sable silvered, as they had seen it in his life-time ;‘that
it made no answer when they spoke to it, yet once they
thought it lifted up its head and addressed itself to
motion as if it were about to speak, but in that
moment the morning cock crew, and it shrunk in haste
away and vanished out of their sight.

5. The young prince, strangely %mazed at their
relation, which was too consistent and agreeing with
itself to disbelieve, concluded that 1t was i:m fatbera
ghost @hich they had seen, and determined to take hll
watch with the soldiers that night that he mi
a chance of seeing it : for he reasoned with him
such an appearance did not come for nm but that
the ghost had something to impart,/and though it had

4. Horatio [ho’teifiou]
sable silvered sble (1M, BB~ RAes~T110,
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been silent hitherto, yet it would speak to him. And b RLCRZFEFLTHH5 L BOMLI, B THER
he waited with impatience for the coming of night. 2R EEORDTD Do

| When night ‘came, he took his stand with Horatio ) +O—AvT 5 ALk
and Marcellus, one of the guard, upon the platform- REBNKETR KV 2 XL W

where this apparition was accustomed to walk ; and it IV ADTEROBBS I L & W ABMIT IR L e ATh 572
being a cold night, and the air unusually ‘raw and ﬁc;%g_ b, mguﬂ%mmc;é?é‘ Z2CRLA»DERMR TeD
nipping, Hamlet and Horatio and their companion fell Bu NALS by KLy o Ao JLiD HE SR WOR2 LEHD

into some talk about the coldness of the night, which

was suddenly broken off by Horatio announcing that Gatetty Whitk v, v BCBBRRNE EEHECZ—F

the ghost was coming. ! ic—B YA,

6. Al' the sight of his father’s spirit,' Hamlet| was @h_& VLR RO BICZO PR VELT, KIEHICE
struck with a sudden surprise and fear. He at fipst oz LIRS, I
called upon the angels and heavenly ministers to defend | 2&iffilOLiCBIN, FETHILIEKE i ,,:,_ e thad
them, for he knew not whether it were a good spirit t“tlﬁpﬁ-mamiﬁi')ko SR AR L TR ERD ¥
or bad, whether it came for good or for evil; but he 3122 b¥iL

; 3 .. g w BET2ABOD LW
gradually assumed more courage, and his father (as it M5 FIFHRD mtkﬁéﬂmﬁ WK
seemed to him) looked upon him so piteously, and as | THEHOXL 5 THDo PFLABICHRLIE L TR T B4,
it were desiring to have conversation with him, and did C R (LBERCRR22DTH2H) Xl bELT AR
in all respects appear so like himself as he was when
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he lived, that Hamlet could net-help_addressing him :

he called him by his name, “ Hamlet, King, Father!”
and conjured him that he would tell the reason why
he had left his grave, where they had seen him quietly
bs;towed, to come again and visit the earth and the
moonlight, and besought him that he would let them
- . . u
Marcellus [ma:'selos] -

raw and nipping nw 4 3 O\ kB4R T A 8772« nipping = could not help addressing=could not but address TR 5T b

biting BELBETL *271.a
6. heavenly ministers ministers =servants KOl (5222), bestowed placed. M. E. s/ivn, to put in a place.
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know if there was anything which they could do to
give peace to his spirit. And the ghost beckoned to
Hamlet that he should go with him to some more re-
moved place, whegg they might be alone; and Horatio
and Marcellus would have dissuaded the young prince
from following it, for they feared lest it should be
some evil spirit, who would tempt him to the neighbour-
ing sea or to the top of some dreadful cliff, and there
put on some horrible shape which might deprive the
prince of his reason. But their counsels and entreaties
could not alter Hamlet’s determination, who cared too
little about life to fear the losing of it; and s to his
soul, he said, what could the spirit do to that, being a
thing immortal as itself 7 And he felt as hardy as a
i bursting from them, who did all they could
, he followed whithersoever the spirit led

*7. And when they were alone together, the spirit
broke silence and told him that he was the ghgt of
Hamlet, his father, who had been cruelly murdered,
and he told the manner of it: that it was done byhl
own brother Claudius, Hamlet's uncle, as Hamlet had
already but too much suspected, for the hope of suc-

-

ceeding to his bed and crown. That as he was sleeping

—
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in his garden, his custom always in the afternoon, his
treasonous brother stole upon him in his sleep, and
poured the juice of poisonous henbane into his ears,
which has such an_antipathy to the life of man, that
swift as quicksilver it courses through all the veins
of the body, baking up the blood, and spreading a
crust-like leprosy all over the the skin. Thus, sleeping,
by a brother’s hand he was cut off at_onge_from his
crown, his queen, and his life ; and he i ‘Hamlet,
if he did ever his deay father love, that he would
revenge his foul mur;tﬁl And the ghost lamented to
his son that his moth€érshould so fall off from virtue

as to prove false to the wedded love of her first

__'_-l-._-____'____ -

husband and to marry his murderer; but he cautioned
Hamlet, howsoever he proceeded in his revenge against
his wicked uncle, /ﬁ:'z no means \to act any violence
against the person of his mother, but to leave her to
Heaven and to the stings and thorns of conscience.

‘And Hamlet promised to Me the ghost’s direc-
tion in all things, and the ghost vanished,

8. And when Hamlet was left alone, he took np a
solemn resolution, that all he had in his memory, all
that he had ever learned by books or observation,
should be instantly forgotten by him, and nothing live
in his brain but the memory of what the ghost had
told him and had enjoined him to do. And Hamlet

henbane (héabe'n) IFRAOFAWEMY, W FAKY TR 21HEIL
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related the particulars of the conversation which had
paussed to none but his dear friend Horatio; and he
enjoined both to him and Marcellus the strictest secrecy
as to what they had seen that night.

The terror which the sight of the ghost had left upon
the senses of Hamlet, he being weak and dispirited
before, almost unhinged his mind, and drove him beside
his reason. And he, fearing that it would continue to
have this effect, which might subject him to observation

and set his uncle upon his g@e suspected that
he was Wthiﬂg agai im, or that Hamlet =~

b, A
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reall-yfknew more of his father’s death than he professey |

too#p a strange resolution from that time to gounter-
feit as if he were really and truly madsthinking that
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he would be less an object of suspicion when his uncle
should believe him incapable of any serious project, and
that his real perturbation of mind would be best covered
and pass concealed under a disguise of preti*d
lunacy. yapdme = S
19. From this time Hamlet affected a certain wilduness
and strangeness in his apparel, his speech, and be-
haviour, and did so excellently counterfeit the madman
that the king and queen were both demvedj and not

thinking his grief for his father’s death a sufficient cause

-
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to produce such a distemper, for they knew n_oiT  the
appearance of the ghost, they concluded that his e A3
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was love, and they thought they had found out the

ob}ect

"Before Hamlet fell into the melancholy way which
has been related, he had dearly loved a fair maid
called Ophelia, the daughter of Polonius, the king's
chief eounsellor in affairs of state.y He had sent her
letters and rings, and made many tenders of his affection
to her, and importuned her with love in honourable
fashion, and she had given belief to his vows and
importunities. But the melancholy which he fell into
latterly had made him neglect her, and from the time
he conceived the projects of counterfeiting madness, he
affected to treat her with unkindness and a sort of
rudeness ; but she, good lady, rather than repreach him
for being false to her, persuaded herself that it was
nothing but the disease in his mind, and no settled
unkindness, which had made him less observant of her

than formerly; and she e faculties of his

once noble mind and excellénf understanding, impaired

as they were with the deep melancholy that oppressed

him, @sweet bells which in themselves are capable of

most &xquiste music, but when jangled ou W or
rudely handled, produce only a hmh and unplemng

sound.
10. Though the rough business \vluch Hamlet lwl
in hand, the revenging of his father’s death upon his
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murderer, did'/a\‘suit with the playful state of courtship,
or admit of the society of so idle a passion as love now
seemed to him, yet it could not hindet at soft
thoughts of his Ophelia would come between iand in
one of these moments, when he thought at his
treatment of this gentle lady had been unreasonably
harsh, he wrote her a letter full of wild starts of
passion, and in extravagant terms, such as -agreed with
his supposed madness, but mixed with some gentle
touches of affection, which could not but show to this
honoured lady that a deep love for her yet lay at the
bottom of his heart. He bade her to doubt the stars
were fire, and to doubt that the sun did move, to
doubt truth to be a liar, but never to doubt that he
loved ; with more of such extravagant phrases. This
letter Ophelia dutifully showed to her father, and the
old man thought himself bound to communicate it to
the king and queen, who from that time supposed that
the true cause of Hamlet’s madness was love. And the
queen wished that the good beauties of Ophelia might
be the happy cause of his wildness, for so she hopd
that her virtues might happily restore him to his ac-
customed way again, to both their honours.

11. But Hamlet’s malady lay deeper than she,sup-
posed, or than could be so cured. -His father’s ghost,
which he had seen, still haunted his imagination, and
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the sacred injunction to revenge his murder, gave' him
no rest till it was accomplished. ~Ever’,ht2r‘6f “delay
seemed to him a sin and a, vjolation of his father’s
commands. Yet how to gg?ﬁﬁu‘ﬁhe death of the king,
surrounded as he constantly was with his guards, was
no easy matter. Or if it had been, the presence of the

queen, Hamlet’s mother, who was generally with the
king, was a restraint upon his purpose, which he could

- not break through. Besides, the very circumstance that

the usurper was his mother’s husband filled him with
some remorse, and still blunted the edge of his purpose.
The mere act of putting a fellow-creature to death was
in itself odious and terrible to a disposition naturally
so gentle as Hamlet's was. His very melancholy, and
the dejection of spirits he had so long been in, produced
an irresoluteness and wavering of purpose, which kept
him from proceeding to extremities. Moreover, he
could not help having some scruples upon his mind
whether the spirit which he had seen was indeed his
father, or whether it might not be the devil, who, he
had heard, has power to take any form he pleases, and
who might have assumed his father’s shape only to take
advantage of his weakness and his melancholy, to drive
him to the doing of so desperate an act as murder.
And he determined that he would have more certain
grounds to go upon than a vision, or apparition, which

might be a delusiop. -
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12. While he was in this irresolute mind,, there
came to the court certain players in whom Hamlet
formerly used to take delight, and particularly to hear
one of them speak a tragical speech, describing the
death of old Priam, King of Troy, with the grief of
Hecuba, his queen. Hamlet welcomed his old friends,
the players, and remembering how that speech had
formerly given him pleasure, requested the player to
repeat it, which he did in so lively a manner, setting
forth the cruel murder of the feeble old king, with the
destruction of his people and city by fire, and the mad
grief of the old queen, running barefoot up and down
the palace, with a poor clout upon that head where a
crown had been, and with nothing but a blanket upon
her loins, snatched up in haste, where she had worn
a royal robe, that not only it drew tears from all that
stood by, who thought they saw the real scene, so
livelily was it represented, but even the player himself
delivered it with a broken voice and real tears.

13. This put Hamlet upon thinking, if that player
could so work himself up to passion by a mere fictitious
speech, to weep for one that he had never seen, for
Hecuba, that had been dead so many lmndrcd years,
how dull was he, who having a real motive and cue

12. a tragical speech a speech from a tragedy DO —2 21,
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for passion, a real king and a dear father murdered,
was yet so little moved, that his revenge all this while
had seemed to have slept in dull and muddy forgetful-
ness! And while he meditated on actors and acting,
and the powerful effects which a good play, represented
to the life, has upon the spectator, he remembered the
instance of some murderer, who, seeing a murder on
the stage, was by the mere force of the scene and
resemblance of circumstances so affected that on the
spot he confessed the crime which he had committed.
(And he determined that these players should play
something like the murder of his father before his
uncle, and he would watch narrowly what effect it
might have upon him, and from his looks he would
be able to gather with more certainty if he were the
murderer or not. To this effect he ordered a play to
be prepared, to the representation of which he invited
the king and queen.,

The story of the play was of a murder done in
Vienna upon a duke. The duke’s name was Gonzago,
his wife Baptista. The play showed how one Lucianus,
a near relation to the duke, poisoned him in his garden
for his estate, and how the murderer in a short time
after got the love of Gonzago's wife.

I'14. At the presentation of this play the king, who
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did not know the trap which was laid for_him, was
present, with his queen and the whole court, Hamlet
sitting attentively near him to observe his looks. The
play began with a conversation between Gonzago and
his wife, in which the lady made many protestations of
love, and of never marrying a second husband .if she
should outlive Gonzago ; wishing she might be accursed
if she ever took a second husband, and adding that no
woman ever did so but those wicked women who kill
their first husbands. Hamlet observed the king, his
L-l;mcle, change colour at this éxpression, and that it was
as bad as wormwood Poth_to him and to the queen.
But when Lucianus, according to the story, came to
poison Gonzago sleeping in the garden, the strong
resemblance which it bore to his own wicked act lipon
the late king, his brother, whom he had poisoned in
his garden, so struck upon the conseience of this usurper,
that he was unable to sit out the rest of the ph?' ‘but
on a sudden calling for lights to his chamber, and
affecting or partly feeling a sudden sickness, he abmﬂ:
left the theatre. The king being departed, the p
~was given over. Now Hamlet had seen enough to be
satisfied that the words of the ghost were true, and no
illusion j and, in a fit of gaiety, like that which comes
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over a man who suddenly has some great doubt er
scruEle resolved, he swore to Horatio that he would
take the ghost’s word for a thousand pounds. But
before he could make up his resolution as to what
measures of revenge he should take, now he was
certainly informed that his uncle was his father’s
murderer, he was sent for by the queen, his mother,
to a private conference in her closet.

15. It was by desire of the king that the queen
sent for Hamlet, that she might signify to her son how
much his late behaviour had displeased them both;
and the king, wishing to know all that passed at that
conference, and thinking that the too partial report of
a mother might let slip some part of Hamlet's words,
which it might much import the king to know, Polonius,
the old counsellor of state, was ordered to plant himself
behind the hangings in the queen’s closet, where he
might unseen hear all that passed. This artifice was
particularly adapted to the disposition of Polonius, who
was a man grown old in crooked maxims and policies
of state, and delighted to get at the knowledge of
matters in an indirect and cunning way._p |

Hamlet being come to his mother, she began to tax
him in the roundest way with his actions and behaviour,
and she told him that he had given great offence to
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his father, meaning the king his uncle, whom, because
he had married her, she called Hamlet’s father. Hamlet,
sorely indignant that she should give so dear and
honoured a name as father seemed to him to a wretch
who was indeed no better than the murderer of his
true father, with some sharpness rephed “ Mother, you
have much offended wzy father.”

The queen said that was but an idle answer.

“As good as the question deserved,” said Hamlet.

The queen asked him if he had forgotten who it
wes he was speaking to?

“Alas!” replied Hamlet, “I wish I could forget.
You are the queen, your husband’s brother’s wife, and
you are my mother. I wish you were not what you
are.” |

“Nay, then,” said the queen, “if you show me so
little respect, I will set those to you that can speak,”
and was going to send the king or Polonius to him.

16. But Hamlet would not let her go, now he had
her alone, till he had tried if his words could not bring
her to some sense of her wicked 1ifé; and, taking her
by the wrist, he held her fast, and made her sit down.
She, affrighted at his earnest manner, and fearful lest
in his lunacy he should do her some mischief, cried
out, and a voice was heard from behind the hangmgs
“Help, help the queen!” which Hamlet hearing, and
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verily thinking that it was the king himself there
concealed, he drew his sword, and stabbed at the place
where the voice came from, as he would have stabbed
a rat that ran there, till the voice ceasing, he concluded
the person to be dead. But when he dragged forth
the body, it was not the king, but Polonius, the old
officious counsellor, that had planted himself as a spy

behind the hangings. :
“0Oh me!” exclaimed the queen, “ what a rash and

bloody deed you have done!”

“ A bloody deed, mother,” replied Hamlet, “ but not
s0 bad as yours, who killed a king and married his
brother.”

17, 'Hamlet had gone too far to leave off here.
He was now in the humour to speak plainly to his
mother, and he pursued it. And though the faults of
parents are to be tenderly treated by their children, yet
in the case of great crimes the son may have leaye to
speak even to his own mother with some harshness, so
as that harshness i3 meant for her good, and to turn
her from her wicked ways, and not done for the purpose
of upbraiding. And now this virtuous prince did in
moving terms represent to the queen the heinousness of
her offence, in being so forgetful of the dead king his
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father. as in so short a space of time to marry with his
brother and reputed murderer: such an act as, after the
vows which she had sworn to her first husband, was
enough to make all vows of women suspected, and all
virtue to be accounted hypocrisy, wedding contracts to
be less than gamester’s oaths, and religion to be a
mockery and a mere form of words. He said she
had done such a deed that the heavens blushed
at it, and the earth was §ick of her because of it.
And he showed her two pictures, the one of the late
king, her first husband, and the other of the present
king, her second husband, and he bade her mark the
difference : what a grace was on the brow of his father,
how like a god he looked! the curls of Apollo, the
forehead of Jupiter, the eye of Mars, and a posture
like to Mercury newly alighted upon some heaven-
kissing hill! this man, he said, /ad been her husband.
And then he showed her whom she had got in his
stead : how like a blight or a mildew he looked, for
so he had blasted his wholesome brother. And the
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queen was sore ashamed that he should so turn her
eyes inward upon her soul, which she now saw so black
and deformed. And he asked her how she could
continue to live with this man, and be a wife to him
who had murdered her first husband, and got the crown
by as false means as a thief——And just as he spoke
the ghost of his father, such as he was in his life-time,
and such as he had lately seen it, entered the room,
and Hamlet, in great terror, asked w!rat it Would have -
and the ghost said that it came to remind him of the
revenge he had promised, which Hamlet séemed to
have forgot; and the ghost bade him speak. to his
mother, for the grief and terror she waq,m-uaﬂd else
kill her. It then vanished, and was seqn by none but
Hamlet, neither could he, by pointing to where it stood,
or by any description, make his motber perceive it,
who was terribly frightened all this while to hear him
conversing, as it seemed to her, with nothing, and she
imputed it to the disorder of his mind.]

18. But Hamlet begged her not to flatter her wicked
soul in such a manner as to think that it was his
madness, and not her own offences, which had brought
his father’s spirit again on the earth. And he bade
her feel his pulse, how temperately it beat, not. like a
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madman’s. And he begged of her with tears, to coufess
herself to Heaven for what was past, and for the future
to avoid the company of the king, and be no more as
a wife to him: and when she should show herself a
mother to him, by respecting his father's memory, he
would ask a blessing of her as a son. And she
promising to, observe his directions, the conference
ended.

And now Hamlet was at leisure to consider who it
was that in his uafortunate rashness he had killed ;
and when he came to see that it was Polonius, the
father of the Lady Ophelia, whom he so dearly loved,
he drew apart the dead body, and, his spirits being
now a little quieter, he wept for what he had done.
| 19.° This unfortunate death of Polonius gave the
king a pretence for sending Hamlet out of the kingdom.,
He would willingly have put him to death, fearing him
as dangerous, but he dreaded the people, who loved
Hamlet ; and the queen, who, with all her faults, doted
upon the prince her son. So this subtle king, under
the pretence of providing for Hamlet’s safety, that he
might not be called to account for Polonius’ death,
caused him to be conveyed on board a ship bound for
England, under the care of two courtiers, by whom he
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dispatched letters to the English court, which in that
time was in subjection and paid tribute to Denmark,
requiring for special reasons there pretended, ithat
Hamlet should be put to death as soon as he landed
on English ground. Hamlet, suspecting some treachery,
in the night-time secretly got at the letters, and skilfully
erasing his own name, he in the stead of it put in the
names of those two courtiers who had the charge of
him, to be put to death; then sealing up the letters,
he put them into their place again. Soon after the
ship was attacked by pirates, and a sea-fight commenced,
in the course of which Hamlet, desirous to show his
valour, with sword in hand singly boarded the enemy’s
vessel, while his own ship in a cowardly manner bore
away ; and leaving him to his fate, the two courtiers
made the best of their way to England, charged with
those letters the sense of which Hamlet had altered to
their own deserved destruction. j

The pirates, who had the prince in their power,
showed themselves gentle enemies; and knowing whom
they had got prisoner, in the hope that the prince
might do them a good turn at court in recompense for
any favour they might show him, they set Hamlet on
shore at the nearest port in Denmark. From that place
Hamlet wrote to the king, acquainting him with the
strange chance which had brought him back to his own
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country, and saying that on the next day he should
present himself before his majesty. When he got home,
a_sad spectacle offered itself the first thing to his eyes.

0. " This was the funeral of the young and beautiful

;/ - Ophelia, his once dear mistress, The wits of this young

lady had begun to turn ever since her poor father’s

death, That he should die a violent death, and by

the hands of the prince whom she loved, so affected

this tender young maid, that in a little time she grew -
perfectly distracted, and would go about giving flowers

away to the ladies of the.court, and saying that they

were for her father’s burial, singing songs about love
and about death, and sometimes such as had no meaning
at all, as if she had no memory of what happened to
her. There was a willow which grew slanting over a
brook, and reflected its leaves on the stream. To this
brook she came one day when she was unwatched,
with garlands she had been making, mixed up of daisies
and nettles, flowers and weeds together, and clambering
up to hang her garland upon the boughs of the willow,
a bough broke and JPrecipitated this fair young maid,
garland and all that she had gathered, into the water,
where her clothes bore her up for a while, during. which
she chanted scraps of old tunes, like one insensible to
her own distress, or as if she were a creature natural
to that element : but long it was not before hnr]inicﬂ%n.
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heavy with the wet, pulled her in from her melodious

singing to a muddy and miserable death. It was the w

funeral of this fair maid which her brother Laertes

was celebrating, the king and queen and whole court

being present, when Hamlet arrived.

2]1. He knew not what all this show imported, but
stood on one side, not inclining to interrupt the cere-
mony. He saw the flowers strewed upon her grave, as
the custom was in maiden burials, which the queen
herself threw in: and as she threw them, she said,

«“ Sweets to the sweet! I thought to have decked thy
bridal bed, sweet maid, not to have strewed thy grave.
Thou shouldst have been my Hamlet’s wife.” And he
heard her brother wish that violets might spring from
her grave; and he saw him leap into the grave all
frantic with grief, and bid the attendants pile mountains
of earth upon him, that he might be buried with her.
And Hamlet’s love for this fair maid came back to
him, and he could not bear that .a brother should show
so much transport of grief, for he thought that he loved
Ophelia better than forty thousand brothers. Then
discovering himself, he leaped into the grave where
Laertes was all as frantic or more frantic than he ; and
Laertes knowing him to be Hamlet, who had been the
cause of his father’s and his sister’s death, grappled
him by the throat as an enemy till the attendants

- T —

It was the funeral....which....it (I :I;:h UFiCET,
21. what all this shcw imported 735 L71: HOR © ¥ b il 5 =2
BRRIL DY eI B HOHEDL

=t A

w20y N2 AThR. LisLIBTKIC KRN
nnedtic, WIRLMOFTE, BIZAIBREKDICHLA TR
Mo TRLERL~av , P EEOR, ELFRE. HiF)
Eﬁotumxo£v7?4xoibanmvbokﬁf

21, »~av, b BRETADIERD M S XA 07 BRICE 5
AR e RALEIB A LB IR & LT A 2 23EICTE
PR R b2 ERFANT, TREMCAR ELTFRT 2L

(WRIE S U

$13 2 5 e OBIRICTER ¢ BED TdORIT, %R ROFBICHE
M LRBOOHBRAN, BRALL, POWRERINEZ
ERTHORIC] LRI, RUTF , Xy HOKE ) ER
(EEOHAMT L, LRIMERNE, ZBELICABL
FTEIL, EAICH Y AA T, e kit (2 BEH, ke TR
¥k, tMEDOTH %o :nté,-cnz.u;ar-oﬁt.ﬁ.
ABEOMREIAKD , HRMMAOROEC S HY THE L H
F2rELniic, RvT 7, <R CRLEITEN R DH
atﬂakﬁﬂhﬁokg%t?.hAvq}nmﬂm?Ls
VIR, XEEDbF. TRENCUMLTHIEEL 24T, v
75, XDILTHEANLHY ADko VT 57, KRELIT
ﬁéﬁftﬁﬂggLnﬂnhAvabhb&ﬂ6$.th?
- -

b i - F T-ONMIEIC I 3 A DR BRI 2 LT 1 L,

imported =meant.
= Violets might spring from her grave. » 4 v 2 FRIPATH LT And
from her fair and unpolluted flesh May violets spring ! v. i. 262 .
pile mountains of earth 3%l L K Uo

e D



T — e — - _

——
B e o

ol WD o

parted them. And Hamlet, after the funeral, excused
his hasty act in throwing himself into the grave as if
to brave Laertes; but he said he could not bear that
any one should seem to outgo him in grief for the
death of the fair Ophelia. And for the time these two
noble ;ouths seemed reconciled.

But out of the grief and anger of Laertes for
lhc death of his father and Ophelia, the king, Hamlet’s
wicked uncle, contrived destruction for Hamlet. He set
on Laertes, under cover of peace and reconciliation, to
challenge Hamlet to a friendly trial of skill at fencing,
which Hamlet accepting, a day was appointed to try
the match. At this match all the court was present;
and Laertes, by direction of the king, prepared a
poisoned weapo;_g Upon this match great wagers were

laid by the courtiers, as both Hamlet and Laertes were

known to excel at this sword-play; and Hamlet taking
up the foils, chose one, not at all suspecting the treachery
of Laertes, or being careful to examine Laertes’ weapon,
who instead of a foil or blunted sword which tlwlpo
of fencing require, made use of one with a point, and
poisoned. At first Laertes did but play with Hamlet,
and suffered him to gain some advantages, which the
dissembling king magnified and extolled beyond measure,
dnnhng to Hamlet’s success and wagenng rich bets
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i failed. He had forgotten to warn the queen of the . .
W bowl, which she drank of, and immediately died,. FINLM LA TGN O TH 2,

exclaiming with her last breath that she was po:sonedﬂ 2. nav, PREADERD D ER> Ao E'E‘Bﬁﬁ f(c‘:ﬁ
n 23. Hamlet, suspecting some treachery, ordered the

upon the issue; but Lafter a few passes Laertes, growing
warm, made a deadly thrust at Hamlet with his poisoned
weapon, and gave him a mortal blow. Hamlet incensed,
but not knowing the whole of the treachery, in the
4 scuffle exchanged his own innocent weapon for Laertes’
deadly one, and with a thrust of Laertes’ own sword
repaid Laertes home, who was thus justly caught in his
| own treachery. In this instant the queen shrieked out
i that she was poisoned. She had inadvertently drunk
out of a bowl which the king had prepared for Hamlet,
{ in case that being warm in fencing he should call for
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y' doors to be shut while he sought it out. Laertes told

him to seek no further, for he was the traitor; and
feeling his life go away with the wound which Hamlet
had given him, he made confession of the treachery
he had used, and how he had fallen a victim to it.
And he told Hamlet of the envenomed point, and said
that Hamlet had not half an hour to live, for no
medicine could cure him; and begging forgiveness of
Hamlet, he Jied, with his last words accusing the king
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saw his end draw near, there being yet some venom . :
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fatal tragedy, and with his dying breath requested him
that he would live to tell his story to the worldz(for
Horatio had made a motion as if he would slay himself,
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OTHELLO.

1. Brabantio, the rich senator of Venice, had a fair

daughter, the gentle Desdemona. She was sought to
by divers suitors, both on account of her meny virtuous
qualities and for her rich expectations. But among
the suitors of her own clime and complexion, she saw
none whom she could affect: for this noble lady, who
regarded the mind more than the features of men,
with a singularity rather to be admired than imitated,
had chosen for the object of her affections, a Moor, a

black, whom her father loved and often invited to his

house.
2. Neither is Desdemona to be altogether condemned

for the unsuitableness of the person whom she selected

for her lover. Bating that Othello was black, the noble
Moor wanted nothing which might recommend him to
the affections of the greatest lady. He was a soldier,
and a brave one; and by his conduct in bloody wars
‘against the Turks, had risen to the rank of ‘general in
the Venetian service, and was esteemed and trusted by
the state.

. divers=several (% O,

rich expectations{i {1 (IR0 LIEA T A/ & 5 5 H3A expectations
= prospe:ts of inheritance.

of her own clime clime ({fKMEO® L Y@ L <H, i:I:Ol-
ﬁ L.l -ih"- 6 o

P o> Py 87 | S el Ty RN g

€ v P&

1. Vo= AHKELEHRRDILERE T 7"y Y FILFX
Fe,FELnARRERLWIRRED D, WEDBILEWE K
i LI ADHELEDS D \LDINBY L ECTHAL

Hhat

5L3T2000HEDOR. PLALHOEN FRUMEBEL
k*ﬁ#®¢mﬂs&kOMFH$%&1H-A%LhOko

A D M5 - e D

ﬁL-u&:!R.OEhﬂtDﬁlri- BTDHARLEL Y HORME

MNE B

FAFRURT ReBrbh TE+RECHINLLHORE

ATARBRELFEOHKLIFAKOTE S BRREZ

T bEH: LEVWRE D) TS D7, S hahed
2. EHGND B YA LBARORE. AL 6N L #AN

LIERTZRELE DN, F v RRALREADID L, &
iy WhICAROEE THELHMT 2 CBZOFREXXRT
Ppo%e EEBHERAT. THFLAREIOHMBROECR BIx
Rl o= 2AEOKBICMEL THRROEFEL—FICED

DTD%o

affect =BT 5772, L be in love with.

singularity — 2T %R

ratger totybe :d.%ired than imitated #fif 2 5 > S YSELERT 5 > -
A VERS XL I,
2. Bating =excepting.

wanted nothing=had all fi] L > L fE~TR%e

Venetian vi'ni:fan Venice OicaEalizoe




uie B

3. He had been a traveller, and Desdemona (as is
- the manner of ladies) loved to hear him tell the story
of his adventures, which he would run through from
his earliest recollection: the battles, sieges, and en-
counters which he had passed through; the perils he
 had been exposed to by land and by water; his hair.
breadth escapes when he had entered a breach or
marched up to the mouth of a cannon; and how he
had been taken prisoner by the insolent enemy, and
sold to slavery; how he demeaned himself in that state,
and how he escaped: all these accounts, added to the
narration of the strange things he had seen in foreign
countries, the vast wilderness and romantic caverns, the
quarries, the rocks, and mountains whose heads are in
the clouds; of the savage nations, the cannibals who
are man-eaters, and a race of people in Africa whose
heads do grow beneath their shoulders : these travellers’
stories would so enchain the attention of Desdemona
that, if she were called off at any time by household
affairs, she would despatch with all haste that business,
and return, and with a greedy ear devour Othellos dis-
course. And once he took advantage of a pliant hour,
and drew from her a prayer that he would tell her the
whole story of his life at large, of which she had heard
so much, but only by parts: to which he consented,
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- story, and that would woo her.
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~ and beguiled her of many a tear, when he spoke of
some distressful stroke which his youth had suffered.
4. His story being done, she gave him for his pains
a world of sighs: she swore a pretty oath, that it was
all passing strange, and pitiful, wondrous pitiful : she
wished (she said) she had not heard it, yet she wished
that Heaven had made her such a man: and then she
thanked him, and told him, if he had a fnend who
loved her, he had only to teach him how to tell his
Upon that hint delivered
not with more frankness than modesty, accompanied
with certain bewitching prettiness, and blushes, which
- Othello could not but understand, he spoke more openly
of his love, and in this golden opportunity gained the
~consent of the generous lady Desdemona privately to
marry him,
~ 5. Neither Othello’s color nor his fortune was such
that it could be hoped Brabantio would accept him for
a son-in-law. He had left his daughter free; but he
did expect that, as the manner of noble Venetian ladies
was, she would choose ere long a husband of senatorial
rank or expectations; but in this he was deceived ;
Desdemona loved the Moor, though he was black, and
~devoted her heart and fortunes to his valiant parts and
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qualities: so was her heart subdued to an implicit
devotion to the man she had selected for a husband,
that his very color, which to all but this discerning lady
would have proved an insurmountable objection, was by
her esteemed above all the white skins and clear com-
. plexions of the young Venetian nobility, her suitors.

6. Their marriage, which, though privately carried,
could not long be kept a secret, came to the ears of
the old man, Brabantio, who appeared in a solemn
council of the senate, as an accuser of the Moor Othello,
who by spells and witcheraft (he maintained) had seduced
the affections of the fair Desdemona to marry him,
without the consent of her father, and against the
obligations of hospitality.

7. At this juncture of time it happened that the
state of Venice had immediate need of the services of
- Othello, news having arrived that the Turks with mighty
- preparation had fitted out a fleet, which was bending
its course to the island of Cyprus, with intent to regain

: ~ that strong post from the Venetians, who then held it ;

- in this emergency the state turned its eyes upon Othello,
~who alone was deemed adequate to conduct the defence

Cyprus against the Turks. So that Othello, now
summoned before the senate, stood in their presence at
once as a candidate for a great state employment, and
a5 a culprit, charged with offences which by the laws
of Venice were made capital.
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8. The age and senatorial character of old Brabantio
commanded a most patient hearing from that grave
assembly ; but the incensed father conducted his aceu-
sation with so much intemperance, producing likelihoods
and allegations for proofs, that, when Othello was called
upon for his defence, he had only to relate a plain tale
of the course of his love; which he did with such an
artless elogqunence, recounting the whole story of his
wooing, as we have related it above, and delivered his
speech with so noble a plainness (the evidence of truth),
that the duke, who sat as chief judge, could not help
confessing that a tale so told would have won his
daughter too; and the spells and conjurations which
Othello had used in his courtship, plainly appeared to
have been no more than the honest arts of men in
love ; and the only wichcraft which he had used, the
faculty of telling a soft tale to win a lady’s ear.

9. This statement of Othello was confirmed by the
testimony of the lady Desdemona herself, who appeared
in court, and, professing a duty to her father for life
and education, challenged leave of him to profess a yet
higher duty to her lord and husband, even so much as
her mother had shown in preferring him (Brabantio)
above /ier father.

10. The old senator, unable to maintain his plea,
called the Moor to him with many expressions of sorrow,
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and, as an act of necessity, bestowed upon him his
daughter, whom, if he had been free to withhold her
(he told him), he would with all his heart have kept
from him; adding that he was glad at soul that he
had no other child, for this behavior of Desdemona
would have taught him to be a tyrant, and hang clogs
on them for her desertion. _

11. This difficulty being got over, Othello, to whom
custom had rendered the hardships of a military life
as natural as food and rest are to other men, readily
undertook the management of the wars in Cyprus: and
Desdemona, preferring the honor of her lord (though
with danger) before the indulgence of those idle delights
in which new-married people usually waste their time,
cheerfully consented to his going.

12. No sooner were Othello and his lady landed in
Cyprus, than news arrived that a desperate tempest had
dispersed the Turkish fleet, and thus the island was
secure from any immediate apprehension of an attack.
But the war which Othello was to suffer was now
beginning ; and the enemies which malice stirred up
against his innocent lady proved in their nature more
deadly than strangers or infidels.

13. Among all the general’s friends no one possessed
the confidence of Othello more entirely than Cassio.
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Michael Cassio was a young soldier, a Florentine, gay,
amorous, and of pleasing address, favorite qualities
with women ; he was handsome and eloquent, and exactly
such a person as might alarm the jealousy of a man
advanced in years (as Othello in some measure was)
who had married a young and beautiful wife; but
Othello was as free from jealousy as he was noble, and
as incapable of suspecting as of doing a base action.
He had employed this Cassio in his love affair with
Desdemona, and Cassio had been a sort of go-between
in his suit: for Othello, fearing that himself had not
those soft parts of conversation which please ladies, and
finding these qualities in his friend, would often depute
Cassio to go (as he phrased it) a-courting for him : such

innocent simplicity being rather an honor than a\lie}y,lﬁh

to the character of the valiant Moor. So that no wonder,
if next to Othello himself (but at far distance, as be-
seems a virtuous wife) the gentle Desdemona loved and
trusted Cassio. Nor had the marriage of this couple
made any difference in their behavior to Michael Cassio.
He frequented their house, and his free and and rattl-
ing talk was no unpleasing variety to Othello, who
was himself of a more serious temper: for such tem-
pers are observed often to delight in their contraries,
as a relief from the oppressive excess of their own ; and
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Desdemona and Cassio would talk and laugh together,
as in the days when he went a-courting for his friend.
'14. Othello had lately promoted Cassio to be the

lieutenant, a place of trust, and nearest to the general’s

kpqrsml. This promotion gave great offence to Iago, an’

older officer, who thought he had a better claim than
Cassio, and would often ridicule Cassio as a feliow fit
only for the company of ladies, and one that knew no
more of the art of war or how to set an army in array
for battle, than a girl. Iago hated Cassio, and he
hated Othello, as well for favoring Cassio as for an
unjust suspicion which he had lightly taken up against
Othello, that the Moor was too fond of Iago’s wife
Emilia. From these imaginary provocations, the plott-
ing mind of Iago conceived a @_‘Iﬂd scheme of re-
venge, which should involve both Cassio, the Moor, and
Desdemona in one common ruin.

15. Iago was artful, and had studied human nature
deeply, and he knew that, of all the torments which
afflict the mind of man (and far beyond bodily torture),
the pains of jealousy were the most intolerable, and
had the sorest sting. If he could succeed in making
Othello jealous of Cassio, he thought it would be an
exquisite plot of revenge, and might end in the death
of Cassio or Othello, or both—he cared not.

16. The arrival of the general and his lady in Cyprus
meeting with the news of the dispersion of the eacmy’s
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fleet made a sort of holiday in the island. Everybody
gave themselves up to feasting and making merry.
Wine flowed in abundance, and cups went round to the
health of the black Othello and his lady the fair
Desdemona.

17. Cassio had the direction of the guard that night,
with a charge from Othello to keep the soldiers from
excess in drinking, that no brawl might arise, to fright
the inhabitants or disgust them with the newlanded

forces. That night Iago began his deep-laid plans of

mischief : under color of loyalty and love to the general,
he enticed Cassio to make rather too free with the
bottle (a great fault in an officer upon guard). Cassio
for a time resisted, but he could not long hold out
against the honest freedom which Iago knew how to
put on, but kept swallowing glass after glass (as Iago
still plied him with drink and encouraging songs), and
Cassio’s tongue ran over in praise of the Lady Des-
demona, whom he again and again toasted, affirming
that she was a most exquisite lady : until at last the
enemy which he put into his mouth stole away his
brains; and upon some provocation given him by a
fellow whom Iago had set on, swords were drawn. and
Montang, a worthy officer, who interfered to appease the
dispute, was wounded in the @ The riot now

began to be general, and Iago, who had set on foot
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the mischief, wes foremost in spreading the alarm,
causing the castle-bell to be rung (as if some danger-
ous mutiny instead of a slight drunken quarrel had
ansen) 'The alarm-bell ringing awakened Othello, who
dressing in a hurry, aud coming to the scene of action,
questioned Cassio of the cause. Cassio was now come
to himself, the effect of the wine having a little gone
off, but was too much ashamed to reply;. and lago
pretending a great reluctance to accuse Cassio, but as
it were forced into it by Othello, who insisted to know
the truth, gave an account of the whole matter (leaving
out his own share in it, which Cassio was too far gone
to remember) in such a manner as, while he seemed
to make Cassio’s offence less, did indeed make it appear
greater than it was. The result was that Othello, who
was a strict observer of discipline, was compelled to
take away Cassio’s place of lieutenant from him.

18. Thus did Iago’s first artifice succeed completely ;
he had now }i_nderminétr his hated rival, and thrust
him out of his place; but a further use was hereafter
to be made of the adventure of this disastrous night.

19. Cassio, whom this misfortune had entirely sobered,
now lamented to his seeming friend Iago that he should
have been such a fool as to transform himself into a
beastt He was undone, for how could he ask the
ganeral for his place again? He would tell him he was
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a drunkard. He despised himself. Iago, affecting to
make light of it, said that he, or any man living, might
be drunk upon occasion ; it remained now to make the
best of ‘a bad bargain; the general’s wife was now the
generel, and could do anything with Othello; that he
were best to apply to the lady Desdemona to mediate
for him with her lord ; that she was of a frank, oblig-
ing disposition, and would readily undertake a good
office of this sort, and set Cassio right again in the
general’s favor; and then this crack in their love would
be made stronger than ever. A good advice of Iago,
if it had not been given for wicked purposes, which
will after appear.

20. Cassio did as Tago advised him, and made appli-
cation to the lady Desdemona, who was easy to be
won over in any honest suit; and she promised Cassio
that she should be his sohclton with her lord, and rather
die than give up his cause. This she immediately set
about in so earnest and pretty a manner, that Othello,
who was mortally offended with Cassio, could not put
her off. When he pleaded delay, and that it was too
soon to pardon such an offender, she would not be beat
back, but insisted that it should be the next night, or
the morning after, or the next morning to that at
furthest. Then she showed how penitent and humbled
poor Cassio was, and that his offence did not deserve
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so sharp a check. And when Othello still hung back,
“ What ! my lord,” said she, *“that I should have so
much to do to plead for Cassio, Michael Cassio, that
came a-courting for you, and oftentimes, when I have
spoken in dispraise of you, has taken your part! I
count this Lut a little thing to ask of you. When I
mean to try your love indeed, I shall ask a weighty
matter.” Othello could deny nothing to such a pleader,
and, only requesting that Desdemona would leave the
time to him, promised to receive Michael Cassio again
into favor.

21. It happened that Othello and Iago had entered
into the room where Desdemona was, just as Cassio,
who had been imploring her intercession, was departing
‘at the opposite door; and Iago, who was full of art,
said in a low voice, as if to himself, “I like not that.”
Othello took ne great notice of what he said; indeed,
the conference which immediately took place with his
lady put it out of his head, but he remembered it
afterward. For when Desdemona was gone, lago, as if
for mere satisfaction of his thought, questioned Othello
whether Michael Cassio, when Othello was courting his
lady, knew of his love. To this the general answering
in the affirmative, and adding, that he had gone between
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them very often during the courtship, Iago knitted
his brow, as if he had got fresh light on some terrible
matter, and cried, *“ Indeed !” &]This brought into Othello’s
mind the words which Iago had let fall upon entering
the room, and seeing Cassio with Desdemona ; and he
began to think there was some meaning in all this: for
he deemed Iago to be a just man, and full of love and
honesty, and, what in a false knave would be tricks,
in him seemed to be the natural workings of an
honest mind, big with something too great for utter-
ance: and Othello prayed Iago to speak what he
knew, and to give his worst thoughts words.. “ And
what,” said Tago, “if some thoughts very yile, should
have intruded into my breast, as where is t'ﬁg palace
into which foul things do not enter?” Then Iago
went on to say, what a pity it were, if any trouble
should arise to Othello out of his imperfect observa-
tions ; that it would not be for Othello’s peace to know
his thoughts ; that people’s good names were not ta be
taken away for slight suspicions; and when Othello’s
curiosity was raised almost to distraction with these
hints and scattered words, Iago, as if in earnest care
for Othello’s peace of mind, besought him to beware
of jealousy. With such art did this villain raise suspi-
cions in the unguarded Othello, by the very caution
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which be pretended to give him against suspicion. “I
know,” said Othello, “that my wife is fair, loves com-
pany and feasting, is free of speech, sings, plays, and
dances well: but where virtue is, these qualities are
virtuous. I must have proof before I think her dis-
honest.” Then lago, as if glad that Othello was slow to
believe ill of his lady, frankly declared that he had no
proof, but begzed Othello to observe her behavior well
when Cassio was by; not to be jealous, nor too secure
neither, for that he (lago) knew the dispositions of the
[talian ladies, his countrywomen, better than Othello
could do; and that in Venice the wives let heaven see
many pranks they dare not show their husbands. ‘Then
he artfully insinuated that Desdemona deceived her
father in marrying with Othello, and carried it so closely
that the poor old man thought that wichcraft had been
used. Othello was much moved with this argument,
which brought the matter home to him ; for if she had
deceived her father, why might she not deceive her
hu.band ?

22, lago begged pardon for having moved him ; but
Othello, assuming an indifference, while he was really
shaken with inward grief at Iago's words, begged him
to go on, which Iago did with many apologies, as if
unw.lling to produce anything against Cassio, whom he
called his friend. He then came strongly to the point,
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and reminded Othello how Desdemona had refused

many suitable matches of her own clime and complexion,
and had married him, a Moor, which showed unnatural
in her, and proved her to have a headstrong will; and
when her better judgment returned, how probable it
was she should fall upon comparing Othello with the
fine forms and clear white complexions of the young
Italians her countrymen. He concluded with advising

Othello to put off his reconcilement with Cassio a little
longer, and in the mean while to note with what ear-

nestness Desdemona should mtercede in his béhalf, for
that much would be seen in that. So mischievously
did this artful villain lay his plots to ‘turn the gentle
qualities of this innocent lady into her destrucuon, and
make a net for her out of her own goodness to QEﬁ;B her :
first setting Cassio on to entreat her mediation, and
then out of that very mediation contriving stratagems
for her ruin. X4 _

23. The conference ended with Iago’s begging Othello
to account his wife innocent until he had more decisive
proof; and Othello promised to be patient; but from
that moment the deceived Othello never tasted content
of mind. Poppy, nor the juice of mandragora, nor all
the aleepm.g@t'mn; in the world could ever again restore
to him that sweet rest which he had en}oyed but yester-
day. Hm occupation sickened upon him. He no longer
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took delight in arms. His heart, that used to be roused
at the sight of troops and banners and battle-array,
and would stir and leap at the sound of a drum or a
trumpet or a neighing war-horse, seemed to have lost
all that pride and ambition which are a soldier’s virtue ;
and his military ardor and all his. old joys forsook him.
Sometimes he thought his wife honest, and at times he
thought her not so; sometimes he thought Iago just,
and at times he thought him not so; then -he would
wish that he had never known of it; he was not the
worse for her loving Cassio, so long as he knew it not :

Torn to pieces with these distracting thoughts, he once
laid hold on Iago’s throat, and demanded proof of
Desdemona’s guilt, or threatened instant death for his
having belied her. lago, feigning indignation that his
honesty should be taken for a vice, asked Othello if
he had not sometimes seen a handkerchief spotted with
strawberries in his wife’s hand. Othello answered that
he had given her such a one, ‘and that it was his first
gift. “That same handkerchief,” said Iago, “did [
see Michael Cassio this day wipe his face with.” «If
it be as you say,” said Othello, «“I will not rest till a
wide revenge swallow them up: and first, for a token
of your fidelity, I expect that Cassio shall be put to
death within three days; and for that fair devil (mean-
ing his lady) I will withdraw and devise some swift
means of death for her.”
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24, - Trifles, llght as air, are to the jealous proofs as
strong as holy writ:, A handkerchief of his wife's seen
in Cassio’s hand was motive enough to the deluded
Othello to pass sentence of death upon them both,
without once inquiring how Cassio came by it. Des-
demona had never given such a present to Cassio, nor
would this constant lady have wronged her lord with
doing so naughty a thing as giving his present to another
man. Both Cassio and Desdemona were innocent of
any offence against Othello ; but the wicked Iago, whose
$pirits never slept in contrivance of villany, had made
his wife (a good, but a weak woman) steal this hand-
kerchief from Desdemona, under pretence of getting the
work copied, but in reality to drop it in Cassio’s way,
where he might find it, and give a handle to Iago’s
suggestion that it was Desdemona’s present.

25. Othello, soon after meeting his wife, pretended
that he had a headache (as he might indeed with
truth) and desired her to lend him her handkerchief
to hold to his temples. She did so. * Not this,” said
Othello, “but that handkerchief I gave you.” Des-
demona had it not about her (for indeed it was stolen
as .we have related). . “ How!” said Othello, * this is
a fault indeed. That handkerchief an Egyptian woman
gave to my mother ; the woman was a witch, and could
read people 8 thoughts she told my mother, while she

24. to the jealous=to jealous people.
holy writ=the Scriptares. wnl=m|tin'
came by it= oblained it.
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kept it, it would make her amiable, and my father
would love her; but, if she lost it, or gave it away,
my father’s t'ancy would turn, and he would loathe her
as much as he had loved her. She dying gave it me,
and bade me, if I ever married, to give it to my wife.
I did so; take heed of it. Make it a darling as precious
as your eye.” “[s it posalble ? " said the frighted lady.
“ Tis true,” i:ontmued Othello; “it is a magical hand-
kerchief ; a snbyl that had lived in the world two hundred
years, in a fit of. prophetic fury worked it; the silk-
worms that furnished the silk were hallowed, and it
was dyed in a mummy of maidens’ hearts conserved.”
Desdemona, hearing the wondrous virtues of the hand-
kerchief, was ready to die with fear, for she plainly
perceived she had lost it, and with it, she feared, the
a&'ect:ons of her huaband. Then Othello started, and
looked as if he were going to do some rash thing, and
still he demanded the handkerchief, which, when she
could not produce, she tried to divert her husband from
too serious thoughts, and cheerfully told him she saw
all his talk about the handkerchief was only to put her
off from her suit about. Michael Cassio, whom she went
on to praise (as [ago had foretold), till Othello in perfect
distraction burst out of the room, and then Desdemona,
though unmllmgly. began to suspect that her lord was
jealous.
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© 26. What cause she could have ministered to him
she knew not, and then she accused herself for accus-
ing the noble Othello, and thought to be sure that some
untoward news from Vemce, or some state troubles,
had puddled his spirits, and made his temper not so
sweet as formerly. And she said: “ Men are not gods,
and we must not look for that observance from them
when they are married which they show us on the bridal
day.” And she beshrewed herself for so unkmdly ]udg
ing of his unkindness.

27. Again Othello and Desdemona met, and he
accused her more plainly of being unfaithful, and of
loving another man, but he did not name whom: and
Othello wept, and Desdemona said: “ Alas! the heavy
day! why do you weep?” And Othello told her he
could have borne all sorts of evils with fortitude —
poverty, and disease, and disgrace; but her infidelity
had broken his heart: and he called her a weed that
looked so fair, and smelled so sweet, that the sense
ached at it; and wished she had never been bormn.
And whén he had left her, this innocent lady was so
atugeﬁod with wonder at her lord’s untrue- suspicion
of her that a weight-like sleep came over her, and
she only desired her attendant to make her bed, and
to lay her wedding-sheets upon it, saying that, when
%6. ministered =given. Tk 2
~accused herself YA 1,
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people teach their babes, they do it by gentle means
and easy tasks, and Othello might have chid her so;
for in good faith she was but a child when she was
chidden. And this was nll the complaint which this
gentle lady made. -
~ 28. Desdemona being retired to bed expecting her
lord would follow her, soon fell into a slumber, the
effect of her troubled spirits, when Othello entered the
chamber, full of the black purpose which * he had
meditated of putting his lady to death. But when he
saw her asleep, he thought he would not shed her
blood, ‘nor*src,:;r that white skin of hers, more white than
_nlabaster ~But he was resolved she should die ; else
(as he said) she would live to betray more men, as she
had done ‘him. Then he kissed her for the last time
(as he said), and that kiss was so sweet that he must
needs kiss her again: and he wept, but he said they
were cruel tears. 4

29. Desdemona was awakened with his kisses, and
she looked upon Othello, and she saw him gnaw his
under lip, and roll his eyes, and she knew he was always
fatal when he looked so: and he bade her prepare for
death, and to say her prayers, for he would not kill
her soul. And this innocent wife, as she lay at his

———
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mercy, begged for compassion, and to know her fault,
and thea he named Cassio, and the hankerehief which
(he said) she had given him; and as the guiltless lady

was proceeding to clear herself, he suddenly would, hear

no more, but, covering her ap in the bed-clothes, shﬂcdi '

her till she died.

 30. In this instant of time was brought into the
house Cassio, wounded and bleeding, whom Iago had
set one of his creatures on to assassinate ; but-the fellow
not succeedmg in his attempt to kill Casslo (whom  he
wounded, but not mortally) and being himself killed

by Iago to prevent discovery, in his pockets were found
certain letters, which made the guilt of fago, and the

innocence of Cassio, clear beyond all doubt ; and Cassio

now came to beg pardon of Othello, and to ask wherein

he had offended him, that he had employed Iago to
murder him.

- 3L This d:scovery was as a thunderstroke to Othello,
who now plainly saw that he was no better tﬁan a
murderer, and that his wife (poor innocent lady) had
been ever faithful to him : the extreme anguish of whish
discovery making life insupportable, he fell upon- his
sword, and throwing himself upon the hody of his -dear,
injured lady, expired.

32. These rash acts raised much passion of horror
and amazement in the bystanders, for Othello had borne
a fair reputation, and till he was wrought upon by the
arts of a villain, which his own noble nature never gave

tp clear herself O/ F (5,
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his leave to suspect, he was a loving and a doting hus-
band. He had loved not wisely, but too well ; and his
manly eyes (when he learned his mistake), though not
used to weep on every small occasion, dropped tears
as fast as the Arabian trees their gum. And when he
was dead, all his former merits and his valiant acts
were remembered. Nothing now remained for his suc-
cessor but to put the utmost censure of the law in
force against Iago, who was executed with strict tortures ;
and to send word to the state of Venice of the lamen-
table death of their renowned general.
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THE MERCHANT OF VENICE

1. Shylock, the Jew, lived at Venice: he was an
usuzer, who had amassed an immense fortune by lending
money at great interest to Christian merchants. Shy-
lock, being a hard-hearted man, exacted the payment
of the money he lent with such severity, that he was
much disliked by all good men, and particularly by
Antonio, a young merchant of Venice; and Shylock as
much hated Antonio, because he used to lend money
to people in distress, and would never take any interest
for the money he lent; therefore there was great gnmity-
between this covetous Jew and the g:nerous merchant
Antonio. Whenever Antonio met Shylock on the Rialto
(or Exchange), he used to reproach him with his usuries
and hard dealings, which the Jew would bear with
seeming patience, while he secretly meditated revenge.

2  Antonio was the kindest man that lived, tﬁht
conditioned, and had the most unwearied spirit iﬁ'aiﬁng
courtesies ; indeed, he was one in whom the ancient
Roman honour more appeared than in any that drew
breath in Italy. He was greatly beloved by all his
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fellow-citizens, but the friend who was nearest and
dearest to his heart was Bassanio, a noble Venetian,
who, having but a small patrimony, had nearly exhausted
his little fortune by living in too expensive a manner
for his slender means, as young men of high rank with
small fortunes are too apt to do. Whenever Bassanio
wanted momey, Antonio assisted him ; and it seemed as
if they had but one heart and one purse between them.

3. One day Bassanio came to Antonio, dnd told him
that he wished to repair his fortune by a wealthy
marriage with a lady whom he dearly loved, whose
father, that was lately dead, had left her sole heiress
to a large estate; and that in her father’s life-time he
used to visit at her house, when he thought he had
observed this lady had sometimes from her eyes sent
speechlees messages, that seemed to say he would be
no unwelcome suitor; but not having money to furnish
himself with an appearance befitting the lover of so r'ch
an heiress, he besought Antonio to add to the many
favours he had shown him, by lending him three
thousand ducats.

4. Antonio had no money by him at that time to
lend his friend, but expecting soon to have some ships
to come home laden with merchandise, he said he would
go to Shylock, the rich money-lender, and borrow the
money upon the credit of those ships.
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Antonio and Bassanio went together to Shylock, and
Antonio asked the Jew to lend him three thousand
ducats upon any interest he should require, to be paid
out of the merchandise contained in his ships at sea,

On this, Shylock thought within himself, “If I can
once cateh_him on the hip, I will feed fat the ancient
grudge I bear him; he hates our Jewish nation; he
lends out money gratis: and among the merchants he
rails at me and my well-earned bargains, which he calls
interest. Cursed be my tribe if I forgive him!”

9. Antonio finding he was musing within himself
and did not answer, and being impatient for the money,
said, * Shylock, do you hear ? will you lend the money ? ”

To this question the Jew replied, “ Signor Antonio,
on the Rialto many a time and often you have railed
at me about my moneys and my usuries, and I have
borne it with a patient shrug, for sufferance is the badge
of all our tribe ; and then you have called me unbeliever,
cut-throat dog, and spit upon my Jewish garments, and
spurned at me with your foot, as if [ was a cur. Well,
then, it now appears you need my help ; and you come
to me and say, Skylock, lend me moneys. Has a dog
money ? Is it possible a cur should lend three thousand
ducats ? Shall I bend low and say, Fair sir, you spit
upon me on Wednesday last, another time you called
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me dog, and for these courtesies I am to lend you
moneys ? "

6. Antonio replied, “I am as like to call you so
again, to spit on you again, and spurn you tco. If
you will lend me this money, lend it not to me as
a friend, but rather lend it to me as an enemy,
that, if I break, you may with better face exact the
penalty.”

“ Why, look you,” said Shylock, “how you storm ! I
would be friends with you, and have your love. I will
forget the shames you have put upon me. I will supply
your wants, and take no interest for my money.”
| This seemingly kind offer greatly surprised Antonio ;
and then Shylock, still pretending kindness, and that
all he did was to gain Antonio’s love, again said he
would lend him the three thousand ducats, and take no
interest for his money ;—only Antonio should go with
him to a lawyer, and there sign in merry sports a bond,
that if he did not repay the money by a certain day,
he would forfeit a pound of flesh, to be cut off from
any part of his body that Shylock pleased.

« Content,” said Antonio: «I will sign to this bond,
and say there is much kindness in the Jew.”

7. Bassanio said Antonio should not sign to such a
bond for him, but still Antonio insisted that he would
sign it, for that before the day of payment came his
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ships would return, laden with many times the value
of the money.

Shylock, hearing this debate, exclaimed, “ O father
Abraham, what suspicious people these Christians are !
Their own hard dealings teach them to suspect the
thoughts of others. I pray you tell me this, Bassanio :
if he should break his day, what should I gain by the
exaction of the forfeiture? A pound of man’s flesh,
taken from a man, i1s not so estimable, nor profitable
neither, as the flesh of mutton or of beef. I say, to
buy his favour I offer this friendship: if he will take
it, so; if not, adieu.”

At last, against the advice of Bassanio, who, notwith-
standing all the Jew had said of his kind intentions, did
~mot like his friend should run the hazard of this
shocking penalty for his sake, Antonio signed the bond,
thinking it really was (as the Jew said) merely in sport.
- 8. The rich heiress that Bassanio wished to marry
lived near Venice, at a place called Belmont : her name
was Portia, and in the graces of her person and her
mind she was nothingz inferior to that Portia, of whom
we read, who was Cato’s daughter and the wife of
Brutus. | :

Bassanio, being so kindly supplied with money by
his friend Antonio, at the hazard of his life, set out
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for Belmont with a splendid train, and attended by a
gentleman of the name of Gratiano.

9. Bassanio proving successful in his suit, Portia in
a short time consented to accept of him for a husband.

Bassanio confessed to Portia that he had no fortune,
and that his high birth and noble ancestry were all that
he could boast of ; she, who loved him for his worthy
qualities, and had riches enough not to regard wealth
in a husband, answered with a graceful modesty, that
she would wish herself a thousand time more fair, and
ten thousand times more rich, to be more worthy of
him ; and then the accomplished Portia prettily dispraised
herself, and said she was an unlessoned girl, unschooled,
unpractised, yet not so old but that she could learn, and
that she would commit her gentle spirit to be directed
and governed by him in all things: and she said,
“ Myself and what is mine, to you and yours is now
converted. But yesterday, Bassanio, I was the lady of
this fair mansion, queen of myself, and mistress over
these servants; and now this house, these servants, and
myself, are yours, my lord ; I give them with this ring ™ :
presenting a ring to Bassanio.

10. Bassanio was so overpowered with gratitude and
wonder at the gracious manner in which the rich and
noble Portia accepted of a man of his humble fortunes,
that he could not express his joy and reverence to the

Gratiano (Greifi'a:nou).
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dear lady who so honoured him, by anything but broken
words of love and thankfulness: and taking the ring,
he vowed never to part with it. |
Gratiano, and Nerissa, Portia’s waiting-maid, were in
attendance upon their lord and lady, when Portia so
gracefully promised to become the obedient wife of Bas-

sanio; and Gratiano, wishing Bassanio and the generous,

lady joy, desired permission to be married at the same
time. |

- 1. “With all my heart, Gratiano,” said Bassanio;
“if you can 'get a wife.”

Gratiano then said that he loved the Lady Portia’s
fair waiting geptlewoman, Nerissa, and that she had
promised to' be his wife, if her lady married Bassanio.

Portia asked Nerissa if this was true.

Nerissa replied, «“ Madam, it is so, if you approve
of it.”

Portia willingly consentinz, Bassanio pleasantly said,

“Then our wedding-feast shall be much hoaoured by
your marriage, Gratiano.”

12. The happiness of these twolovers was sadly crossed
at this moment by the entrance of a messenger, who
brought a letter from Antonio containing fearful tidings.
When Bassanio read Antonio’s letter, Portia feared it
was to tell him of the death of some dear friend, he
looked so pale; and, inquiring what was the news which.
had so distressed him, he said, “ Q sweet Portia, here
are a few of the unpleasantest words that ever blotted
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paper: gentle lady, when I first imported my love to
you, I freely told you all the wealth I had ran in my
veins ; but I should have told you that I had less than
nothing, being in debt.” Bassanio then told Portia,
what has been here related, of his borrowing the money
of Antonio, and of Antonio’s procuring it of Shylock
the Jew, and of the bond hy which Antonio had
engaged to forfeit a pound of flesh, if it was not
repaid by a certain day: and then Bassanio read
Antonio’s letter, the words of which were, * Stoees
Bassanio, my ships are all lost, my bond to the Jew is
forfeited, and since in paying it is imbossible I should live,
I could wish to see you at my death; notwithstanding,
use your pleasure, if your love for me do not persuade you
to come, let not my letter.”

13. “0O my dear love,” said Portia, “ dispatch all
business and be gone; you shall have gold to pay the
money twenty times over before this kind friend shall
lose a hair by my Bassanio’s fault; and as you are so
dearly bought, I will dearly love you.”

Portia then said she would be married to Bassanio
before he set out, to give him a legal right to her
money ; and that same day they were married, and
Gratiano was also married to Nerissa; and Bassanio and
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Gratiano, the instant they were married, set out in great
haste for Venice, where Bassanio found Antonio in
prison.

 The day of payment bemg past, the cruel Jew would
not accept the money which Bassanio offered him, hut
insisted upon having a pound of Antonio’s flesh. A
day was appointed to try this shocking cause before
the Duke of Venice, and Bassanio awaited in dreadful
suspense the event of the trial.

14. When Portia parted with her husband, she
spoke cheeringly to him, and bade him bring his dear
friend along with him when he returned ; yet she feared
it would go hard with Antonio, and when she was left
alone, she began to think and consider within herself,
if she could by any means be instrumental in saving
the life of her dear Bassanio’s friend; and notwith-
standing, when she wished 4o honour _her Bassanio, she
had said to him with such a meek and wife-like grace,
that she would submit in all things to be governed by
his superior wisdom, yet being now called forth inte
action by the peril of her honoured husband’s friend,
she did nothing doubt her own powers, and by the sole
guidance of her own true and perfect judgment, at once
resolved to go heraelf to Venice, and speak in Antonio’s
defence.
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Portia had a relation who was a counsellor in the
law ; to this gentleman, whose name was Bellario, she
wrote, and stating the case to him, desired his opinion,
and that with his advice he would also send her the
dress worn by a connsellor. When the messenger
returned, he brought letters from Bellario of advice how

to proceed, and alse every thing necessary for her |

equipment.

15. Portia dressed herself and her maid Nerissa in
men’s apparel, and putting on the robes of a counsellor,
she took Nerissa along with her as her clerk; and
setting out immediately, they arrived at Venice on the
very day of the trial. The cause was just going to be
heard before the duke and senators of Venice in the
senate-house, when Portia entered this high court of
justice, and presented a letter from Bellario, in which
that learned counsellor wrote to the duke, saying he
would have come himself to plead for Antonio, but
that he was prevented by sickness, and he requested
that the learned young Doctor Balthasar (so he called
Portia) might be permitted to plead in his stead. This
the duke granted, much wondering at the youthful
appearance of the stranger, who was prettily disguised
by her counsellor’s robes and her large wig.

- And now began this important trial. Portia looked
around her, and she saw the merciless Jew ; and she saw

—_— —
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Bassanio, but he knew her not in her disguise. - He was
standing beside Antonio, in an agony of distress and
fear for his friend.

16. The importance of the arduous task Portia had
engaged in gave this tender lady courage, and she
boldly proceeded in the duty she had undertaken to
perform : and first of all she addressed herself to Shylock,
and allowing that he had a right by the Venetian law
to have the forfeit expressed in the bond, she spoke S0
sweetly of the noble quality of mercy, as would have
softened any heart but the unfeeling Shylock’s, saying
that it dropped as the gentle rain from heaven upon
the place beneath, and how mercy was a double
blessing, it blessed him that gave, and him that received
it: and how it became monarchs better than their
crowns, being an attribute of God ‘Himself ; and that
earthly power came nearest to God’s in proportion as
mercy tempered justice; and she bid Shylock remember

that as we all pray for mercy, that same prayer should

teach us to show mercy. L
17. Shylock only answered her by desiring to have

the penalty forfeited in the bond.

«Is he not able to pay the money?” asked Portia. |

Bassanio then offered the Jew the payment of the
three thousand ducats as many times over as he should
desire ; which Shylock refusing, and still insisting upon
having a pound of Antonio’s flesh, Bassanio begged

— W

in her disguise fZ&V'EBE L TH5DTo

00 =
ARSI L TIR5 O TEXR & REBH hEHOh RRET
Y b= DR LY RS TOMCHE~ABSCT v b =4 & ¥
ATIADTH?o

16. K~>TREOH MRt HICE KL TREZD THOR
(EREH 5 ILOFA A KiEic b BEST A THEA L C bR 2
2EWRO LD BHEITICHTF L, £Tvr¥ 4 e 2CRD
T I RET == 208 cE) FHCRBECHEEIN5F
HIRBOBANS 2 | LR BCEELYRLF T L AR
ROBEOLLEZLLORBAT, HEabREOME RN
EMEFr BAOLHRTONIOTH B b KAEAILEE
BLTHOXMETBEEZTHINZLOR, EERZERLZILD

sRo e LMz

YEMITLXZL 28 bRIFCT 2 -~ BOMA-TH 2. K
RFIOBIETS 2 B MICET I V| L TERCHZL WHLL T
b%»ﬁ%ﬁmﬁtm¢5mohtﬂtomﬁquxﬂmﬁ
EVOL2D RaBELELRD ThicHir ST 285, KA LW

ﬁuﬁfﬂu}:mﬁiﬁtﬁémm BRMEH~BOX] L3
ol AR

. XA 7 7RVGH ) H RO BEKRT20—-BR

?'c*’acam PR [HERESOEMNSTIETS 25
LBk #APF 2 FBRAACETF 27 b OMIET b 15
RELZBLFZ R TR LY 4 v Y 232 2T L THM

M ¥

RBETLT Y =308l —-HYHEFRSAT E ¥ FE LD

in an agonrﬁi'l@ﬁ;%:ﬁ :
16. 'how it became monarchs 4L (T4l (- FKIME(L L X L O



e AR g

the learned young counsellor would endeavour to wrest
the law a little, to save Antonio’s life. But Portia
gravely answered that laws once established must never
be altered. Shylock hearing Portia say that the law
might not be altered, it seemed to him that she was
pleading in his favour, and he said, “ A Daniel is come
to judgment! O wise young judge, how I do honour
you! How much elder are you than your looks ! ”

18. Portia now desired Shylock to let her look at
the bond : and when she had read it, she said, * This
bond is forfeited, and by this the Jew may lawfully
claim a pound of flesh, to be by him cut off* nearest
Antonio’s heart.” Then she said to Shylock, * Be
merciful ; take the money, and bid me tear the bond.”

But no mercy would the cruel Shylock show; and
he said, “ By my soul, I swear there is no power in the
tongue-of man to alter me.’ '

“ Why, then, Antonio,” said Portia, “ you must prepare

your bosom for the knife”: and while Shylock was

sharpening a long knife with great eagerness to cut off

the pound of ﬂesh Poma said to Antonio, * Have you

any.thing to say ?

Antonio, with a calm resignation, replied, that he had
but little to say, for that he had prepared his mind
for death. Then he said to Bassanio, “ Give me your
hand, Bassanio! Fare you well! Grieve not that I am

.
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fallen into this misfortune for you. Commend me to
your honourablc wife, and tell her how I have loved
you!”

Bassanio in the deepest affliction rephed “ Antonio,
[ am married to a wife, who is as dear to me as life
itsélf ; but life itself, my wife, and all the world, are
not esteemed with me above your life: I would lose
all, I would sacrifice all to this devil here, to deliver
you.” " ' s T
19. Portia hearing this, though the kind-hearted lady
was not at all offended with her husband for expressing
the love he owed to so true a friend as Antonio in

these strong terms, yet could not help answeriug, “ Your

wife would give you little thanks, 1f she were present,

to hear you make this offer.”
And then Gratiano, who loved to copy what his lord
did, thought he must make a speech like Bassanio’s,

and he said, in Nerissa’s hearing, who was -writing in

her clerk’s dress by the side of Portia, “I have a wife,
whom I protest I love; I wish she were in _Heavén lf
she could but entreat some power there to change the
cruel temper of this currish Jew.”

‘It is well you wish this behind her back, else you
w.auld have but an unquiet house,” said Nerissa. ~

Shyluck now cried out nmpatlently “ We tnﬂe t;me ;
I pray pronounce the sentence.”
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And now all was awful expectation in the court, and
every heart was full of grief for Antonio.

20. Portia asked if the scales were ready to weigh
the flesh; and she said to the Jew, * Shylock, you must
have some surgeon by, lest he bleed to death.” Shylock,
whose whole intent was that Antonio should bleed to
death, said, “ It is not so named in the bond.” Portia
replied, “ It is not so named in the bond, but what of
that ? It were good you did so much for charity.” To
this all the answer Shylock would make was, “I cannot
find it; it is not in the bond.” ¢ Then,” said Portia,
“a pound of Antonio’s flesh is thine. The law allows
it and the court awards it. And you may cut this flesh
from off his breast. The law allows it, and the court
awards it.” Again Shylock exclaimed, “0 wise and
upright judge! A Daniel is come to judgment!” And
then he sharpened his long knife again, and looking
eagerly on Antonio, he said, “ Come, prepare! ™

21. “Tarry a little, Jew,” said Portia: *there is
something else. This bond here gives you no drop of
blood ; the words expressly are, ‘a pound of flesh.” If
in the cutting off the pound of flesh you shed one
drop of Christian blood, your land and goods are by
the law to be confiscated to the state of Venice.”

Now, as it was utterly impossible for Shylock to cut
off the pound of flesh without shedding some of Antonio’s
blood, this wise discovery of Portia’s, that it was flesh

-—J _
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and not blood that was named in the bond, saved the
life of Antonio ; and all admiring the wonderful sagacity
of the young counsellor, who had so happily thought
of this expedient, plaudits resounded from every part
of the senate-house; and ‘Gratiano exclmmed in the
words whch Shylock had used, “ 0O wise and upnght
]udge' mark, Jew, a Dadiel is come to judgment!™

22. Shylock, finding himself defeated in his cruel
intent, said, with a disappointed look, that he would
take the money, and Bassanio, rejoiced beyond measure
at Antonio’s unexpccted deliverance, cried out, “ Here
is the money!” ,

But Portia stopped him, saying, “ Softly; there is no
haste: the Jew shall have nothing but the penalty,
therefore prep are, Shylock to cut off the flesh ; but mind
you shed no-blood: nor do not cut off more nor less
than just a pound; be it more or less by one poor
scraple, nay, if the scale turn but by the weight of a
single hair, you are condemned by the laws of Venice
to die and all your wealth is forfeited to the senate.”
‘ «Give me my money, and let me go,” said Shylock.

«“] have it ready,” said Bassanio: “ here it is.”
~ 23. Shylock was going to take the money; when
Portia again stopped him, saying, “ Tarry, Jew; I have
yet another hol& upon you. By the laws of Venice,
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your wealth is forfeited to the state for having conspired
against the life of one of its citizens and your life lies
gt the mercy of the duke; therefore, down on your
knees, and ask him to pardon you.”

The duke then said to Shylock, “ That you may see
the difference of our Christian spirit, I pardon you
your life before you ask it; but half your wealth
belongs to Antonio, the other half comes to the state.”

The generous Antonio then said that he would give
up his share of Shylock’s wealth, if Shylock would sign
a deed to make it over at his death to his daughter
and her husband; for Antonio knew that the Jew had
an only daughter, who had lately been married against
his consent to a young Christian, named Lorenzo, a
friend of Antonio’s, which had so offended Shylock,
that he had disinherited her.

24. The Jew agreed to this: and being thus disap-
pointed in his revenge, and despoiled of his riches, he
said, “[ am ill. Let me go home: send the deed after
me, and I will sign over half my riches to my daughter.”

“ Get thee gone, then,” said the duke, “ and sign it;
and if you repent your cruelty and turn Christian, the
state will forgive you the fine of the other half of your
riches.”

The duke now released Antonio and dismissed the
court. He then highly praised the wisdom and ingenuity
of the young counsellor, and invited him home to dinner.
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Portia, who meant to return to Belmont before her
husband, replied, * I humbly thank your grace, but I
must away directly.” The duke said he was sorry he
had not leisure to stay and dine with him ; and, turning
to Antonio, he added, * Reward this gentleman; for, in
my mind, you are much indebted to him.”

25. The duke and his senators left the court; and
then Bassanio said to Portia, * Most worthy gentleman,
I and my friend Antonio have by your wisdom been
this day acquitted of grievous penalties, and I beg you
will accept of the three thousand ducats due unto the

"

Jew.
« And we shall stand indebted to you over and above,”

said Antonio, “in love and service evermore.”’

" Portia could not be prevailed upon to accept the

money ; but upon Bassanio still pressing her to accept
of some reward, she said, “Give me your gloves; I
will wear them for your sake”; and then, Bassanio
taking off his gloves, she espied the ring which she had
given him upon his finger: now it was the ring the wily
lady wanted to get from him to make a merry jest when
she saw her Bassanio again, that made her ask him for
his gloves; and she said when she saw the ring, “ And
for your love I will take this ring from you.”

96. Bassanio was sadly distressed that the counsellor
should ask him for the only thing he, could not part
with, and he replied in great confusion, that he could

—
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not give him that ring, b2cause it was his wife’s gift,
and he had vowed never to part with it; but that he
would give him the most valuable ring in Venice, and
find it out by proclamation.

On this Portia affected to be affronted, and left the
court, saying, “ You teach me, sir, how a beggar should
be answered.”

« Dear Bassanio,” said Antonio, *let him have the
ring ; let my love and the geeat service he has done for
me b= valuel against your wife’s displeasure.”

Bissanio, ashamed to appear so ungrateful, yielded,
and sent Gratiano after Portia with the ring; and thea
the ¢le-# Nerissa, why had also given Gratiano a ring,
she bezged his ring, and Gratiano (not choosing to be
oatdoa in geaerosity by his lord) gave it to her. And
there was laughing among these ladies, to think, when
théey got homs, how they would tax their husbands with
giviag away their rings, and swear that they had givena
then as a present to some woman.

~ 27. Poriia, whea she returned, was in that happy
temper of mind which never fails to attend the conscious-
ness of having performzd a good action; her cheerful
spirits enjoyed everything she saw: the moon never
seemed to shine so bright before ; and when that pleasant
moon was hid bzhind a cloud, then a light which she

. - - -
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saw from her house at Belmont as well pleased her
charmed fancy, and she said to Nerissa, “ That light we
see is burping in my hall; how far that little candle
throws its beams, so shines a good deed in a naughty
world.” And hearing the sound of music from her
house, she said, “ Methinks that music sounds much
sweeter than by day.”

28. And now Portia and Nerissa entered the house,
and, dressing themselves in their own apparel, they
awaited the arrival of their husbands, who soon followed
them with Antonio; and Bassanio presenting his dear
friend to the Lady Portia, the congratulations and
welcomings of that lady were hardly over, when they
perceived Nerissa and her husband quarrelling in a corner
of the room.

“ A quarrel already?” said Portia. *“ What is the
matter 7 7

Gratiano replied, “ Lady, it is about a paltry gilt
ring that Nerissa gave me, with words upon it like the
poetry on a cutler’s. knife; Zove me, and lcave me not.”

29. *What does the poetry or the value of the ring
signify ?”" said Nerissa. *“You swore to me, when I
gave it to you, that you would keep it till the hour of

death; and now you say you gave it to the lawyer’s-

clerk. I know you gave it to a woman.”
“ By this hand,” replied Cratiano, “I gave it to a
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youth, a kind of boy, a little scrubbad boy no higher
than yourself; he was clerk to the young counsellor
that by his wiss pleading saved Antonio's life: this
prating boy begged it for a fee, and I could rot for
my life deny him.”

Portia said, “ You were to blame, Gratiano, to part
with your wife's first gift. I gave my lord Bassanio a
ring, and [ am sure he would not part with it for all
the world.” '

Gratiano, in excuse for his fault, now said, * My lord
Bassanio gave his ring away to the counsellor, and then
the boy, his clerk, that took some pains in writing, he
begged my ring.”

30.  Portia, hearing this, seemed very angry, and
reproached Bassanio for giving away her ring; and she
said Nerissa had taught her what to believe, and that
she knew some woman had the ring.

Bassanio was very unhappy to have so offeaded his
dear lady, and he said, with great earnestness, “ No,
by my honour, no woman had it, but a civil doctor,
who refused three thousand ducats of me. and bezged
the ring, which, when I denied him, he went displeased

29. prating < 25 Lp25, [13% 1.
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away. What could I do, sweet Portia? [ was so beset
with shame for my seeming ingratitude, that I was
forced to send the ring after him. Pardon me, good
lady; had you been there, I think you would have
begged the ring of me to give the worthy doctor.”

31. “Ah!” said Auntonio, *“I am the unhappy cause
of these quarrels.”

Portia bid Antonio not to grieve at that, for that he
was welcome notwithstanding; and then Antonio saigl,
“I once did lend my body for Bassanio’s sake; and
but for him to whom your husband gave the ring I
should have now been dead. [ dare be bound again,
my soul upon the forfeit, your lord will nevermore break
his faith with you.”

“Then you shall be his surety,” said Portia; * give
him this ring, and bid him keep it better than the
other.”

When Bassanio looked at this ring, he was strangely
surprised to find it was the same he gave away; and
then Portia told him, how she was the young counsellor,
and Nerissa was her clerk; and Bassanio found, to his
unspeakable wonder and delight, that it was by the
noble courage and wisdom of his wife that Antonio’s
life was saved. _

32. And Portia again welcomed Aaitonio, and gave
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him letters which by some chance had fallen into her
hands, which contained an account of Antonio’s ships,
that were supposed lost, being safely arrived in the
harbour. So these tragical beginnings of this rich
merchant’s story werz all forgotten in the unexpected
good fortune which ensued; and there was leisure to
laugh at the comical adventure of the rings, and the
husbands that did not know their own wives: Gratiano
merrily swearing, in a sort of rhyming speech, that

| ile he lived, he'd fear no other thing
;‘in.@heping safe Nerissa's ring.
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THE TEMPEST

1. There was a certain island in the sea, the only
inhabitants of which were an old man, whose name
was Prospero, and his daughter Miranda, a very beautiful
young lady. She came to this island so young, that

she had no memory of having seen any other human

f than her father’s.
dce atners 3-&"

They lived in a cave or cell, vg.gd_e_g?__g a rock;
" w— o

it was divided into several apartments, one of whic(h.
ﬁilwl = SR

Prospero called his study; there he kept his h'ooks,
which chiefly treated of magic, a study at that time
much affected by all learned men: and the knowledge
of this art he found very useful to him; for being
thrown by a strange chance upon this island, which had
been enchanted by a witch called S?rcorax, who died

there a short time before his arrival, Prospero, by virtue
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of his art, released many good spirits that Sycorax had
imprisoned in the bodies of large trees, because they
had refused to execute her wicked commands. These

gentle spirits were ever after obedient to the will of

Prospero. Of these, Ariel was the chief.
2. The lively little sprite Ariel had nothing mischie-

vous in his nature, WWMIM

pleasure in tormenting an ugly monster called Caliban,

for he owed him a g‘m?ée because he was the son of
his old enemy Sycorax. This Caliban, Prospero found
in the woods, a strange misshapen thing, far less human
in form than an'ﬁf;[—a;; he took him home to his cell,
and taught him to speak; and Prospero would have

been very kind to him, but the bad nature which

Caliban inherited from his mother Sycorax, would not
let him learn any thing good or useful: therefore he

was employed like a slave, to fetch wood, and do the

wicked commands JZ&:K L84
ever after % L BIAEN Iz, : .
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most laborious offices; and Ariel had the charge of

compelling him to these services.

When Caliban was lazy and neglected his work, Ariel
(who was invisible to all eyes but Prospero’s) would
come slily and pinch him, and sometimes tumble him

Mot
down in the mire; and then Ariel, in the keness of
an ape, would make mouths at him. Then swiftly
changing his shape, in the likeness of a hedgehog, he
would lie tumbling in Cahbans way, who feared the
hedgehog’s sharp qullls would prick his bare feet. With
a variety of such like vexatious tricks Ariel would often
torment him, whenever Caliban neglected the work
which Prospero commanded him to do.

3. Having these powerful spirits obedient to his will,
Prospero could by their means commangd the w;m s, and

__.r.L‘ ";(&wt 7] W "-‘{ ANL
the waves of the sea. By his orders they raised a

violent storm, in the midst of which, and struggling

with the wild sea-waves that every moment threatened

to swallow it up, he showed his daughter a fine large
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ship, which he told her was fall of living beings

like themselves. “ O my dear father,” said she, *if

by your art you have raised this dreadful storm, have

pity on their sad distress. See! the vessel will be

dashed to pieces. Poor souls! they will all perish. If

I had power, I would sink the sea beneath the. earth,
rather than the good ship should be destroyed, with all
the precious souls within her.”

“ Be not so amazed, daughter Miranda,” said Prospero ;

“ there is no harm done. [ have so ordered it, that no

person in the ship shall receive any hurt. What [ have
done has been in care of you, my dear child. You are
ignorant who you are, or where you came from, and
you know no‘ more of me, but that I am your father,
and live in this poor cave. Can you remember a time
before you came to this cell? I think you cannot, for
you were not then three years of age.”

4. * Certainly I can, sir,” replied Miranda.

“ By what?”’ asked Prospero; “by any other house

— — -
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or person? Tell me what you can remember, my child.”

Miranda said, “ It seems to me like the recollection
of a dream. But had 1 not once four or five women
who attended upon me ?

Prospero answered, “ You had, and more. How is it
that this still lives in your mind? Do you remember
how you came here ?

“ No, sir,” said Miranda, * [ remember nothing more.”

“Twelve years ago, Miranda,” continued Prospero,
“l was duke of Milan, and you were a princess, and
my only heir. 1 had a younger brother, whose name

was Antonio, to whom I trusted every thing; and as I

was fond of retirement and deep study, I commonly.

left the management of my state affairs to your uncle,

my false brother (for so indeed he proved). I, neglecting
all worldly ends, buried among my books, did ;!gdicate
my whole time to the bettering of my mind. My brother
Antonio being thus in possession of my power, began

to think himself the duke indeed. The opportunity I

- S— JE—
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gave him of making himself popular among my subjects
awakened in his bad nature a proud ambition to deprive
me of my dukedom : this he soon effected with the aid
of the king of Naples, a powerful prince, who was my
enemy.”

5. “ Wherefore,” said Miranda, * did they not that
hour destroy us?” |

“My child,” answered her father, “they durst not,
so dear was the love that my people bore me. Antonio
carried us on board a ship, and when we were some
leagues out at sea, he forced us into a small boat,
without either'-! _ta;cl-:l;, sail, or mast: there he left us, as
he thought, to.‘ perish. But a kind lord of my court,
one Gonzalo, who loved me, had privately placed in the
boat, water, pruﬁaions, n['lpui*éi,.: and some books which
I prize above my dukedom.”

“0 my father,” said Miranda, “ what a trouble must

I have been to you then!™
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“ No, my love,” said Prospero, *“you were a little
cherub that did preserve me. Your innocent smiles
made me to bear up against my misfortunes. Qur food
lasted till we landed on this desert island, since when
my chief delight has been in teaching you, Miranda,
and well have you profited by my instructions.”

“ Heaven thank you, my dear father,” said Miranda.
“ Now pray tell mée, sir, your reason for raising this
sea-storm 7 "’

6. “Know then,” said her father, *that by means
of this storm, my enemies, the king of Naples, and my
cruel brother, are cast ashore upon this island.”

Having so said, Prospero gently touched his daughter
with his magic wand, and she fell fast asleep; for the
spirit Ariel just then presented himself before his master,
to give an account of the tempest, and how he had
disposed of the ship’s company, and though the spirits

were always invisible to Miranda, Prospero did not

—_— - e ———— - —_—— —_—
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choose she should hear him holding converse (as would
seem to her) with the empty air.

“ Well, my brave spirit,” said Prospero to Ariel, * how
have you performed your task 7"

Ariel gave a lively description of the storm, and of
the terrors of the mariners; and how the king’s son,
Ferdinand, was the first who leaped into the sea; and
his father thought he saw his dear son swallowed up
by the waves and lost. * But he is safe,” said Ariel,
“in a corner of the isle, sitting with his arms folded,
sadly lamenting the loss of the king, his father, whom
he concludes drowned. Not a hair of his head is injured,
and his princely garments, though drenched in the sea-
waves, look fresher than before.”

7. “That's my delicate Ariel,” said Prospero. * Bring
him hither: my daughter must see this young prince.
Where is the king, and my brother 7 ©

«] left them,” answered Ariel, * searching for Ferdi-

nand, whom they have little hopes of finding, thinking

a lively description Fik7=-R(2)D& Y Lo M,
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they saw him perish. Of the ship’s crew not one is
missing ; though each one thinks himself the only ome
saved : and the ship, though invisible to them, is safe
in the harbor.” .

“ Ariel,” said Prospero, “thy charge is faithfully per-
formed ; but there is more work yet.”

“Is there more work ? " said Ariel. * Let me remind
you, master, you have promised me my liberty. [ pray,
remember, [ have done you worthy service, told you
no lies, made no mistakes, served you without grudge
or grumbling.”

8. “How now!” said Prospero. “You do not
recollect what a torment I freed you from. Have you
forgot the wicked witch Sycorax, who with age and
envy was almost bent double ? Where was she born?
Speak ; tell me.”

“ Sir, in Algiers,” said Ariel.

“0 was she so?” said Prospero. “I must recount

what you have been, which I find you do not remember.
S
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This bad witch, Sycoggx, for her witch-crafts, too terrible
to enter human hﬁ;ﬂg. was banished from Algiers, and
here left by the sailors; and because you were a spirit
too delicate to execute her wicked commands,she shut
you p in a tree, where I found you howling. This
Eﬁ remember, [ did free you from.”

“ Pardon me, dear master,” said Ariel, ashamed to
seem ungrateful ; [ will obey your commands.”

9. “ Do so,” said Prospero, “ and [ will set you free.”

He then gave orders what further he would have him

~do; and away went Ariel, first to where he had left
Ferdinand, and found him still sitting on the grass in
the sume melancholy posture.

“(0 my young gentleman,” said Ariel, when he saw
him, “ [ will soon move you. You must be brought, [

find, for the Lady Miranda to have a sight of your

»

pretty person. Come, sir, follow me.” He then began

singing.

‘“ Full fathom five thy father lies:

8. for her witch-crafts i~ OWH7=173.BHis,
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Of his bones are coral made;
Those are pearls that were his eyes:
Nothing of him that doth fade,
But doth suffer a sea-change
Into something rich and strange.
Sea-nymphs hourly ring his knell : _
Hark ! now I hear them, — Ding-dong, bzlL"
10. This strange news of his lost father soon roused
the prince from the stupid fit into which he had fallen.
He followed in amazement the sound of Ariel’'s voice,
till it led him to Prospero and Miranda, who were

sittiny under the shade of a large tree. Now Miranda

had never seen a man before, except her own father.
“ Miranda,” said Prospero, “tell me what you are
looking at yonder.”
“ O father,” said Miranda, in a strange surprise,
“ surely that is a spirit. Lord! how it looks about!

Believe me, sir, it is a2 beautiful creature. [s it not a

spirit 7 7
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“* No, girl,” answered her father: “ it eats, and sleeps,
and has senses such as we have. This young man you
see was in the ship. He is somewhat altered by grief,
or you might.call him a handsome person. He has lost
his companions, and is wandering about to find them.”
Miranda, who thought all men had grave faces and
gray beards like her father, was delighted with the ap-
pearance of this beautiful young prince; and Ferdinand,

seeing such a lovely maiden in this desert place, and

from the strange sounds he had heard, expecting nothing

but wonders thought he was upon an enchanted island,
and that Miranda, was the goddess of the place, and
as such he began to address her.

11. She timidly answered, she was no goddess, but
a simple maid, and was going to give him an account
of herself, when Prospero interrupted her. He was well
pleased to find they admired each other, for he plainly
perceived they had fallen in love at first
sight : but to try Ferdinand’s constancy,k he resolved to

throw some difficulties in their way : therefore advanmng

10. as such:-u thc goddm of thz nhn:l E;@i‘ﬂ(“b)@ﬂi] Co
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forward, he addressed the prince with a stern air, telling

him, he came to the island as a spy, to take it from
* said he,
You shall

him who was the lord of it. “ Follow me,’

“] will tie you neck and feet together.
drink sea-water : shell-fish, withered roots, and husks of
acorns shall be your food.” “ No,” said Ferdinand, :“I
will resist such entertainment, till I see a more po.werful
enemy,” and drew his sword ; but Prospero, waving his
magic wand, fixed him to the spot where he stood so
that -he had no power to move.

12. Miranda hung upon her father, saying, *“ Why
are «you -so ungentle? Have pity, sir; I will be his
suri;ty. This is the second man 1 ever saw, and to me

he seems a true one.”

“ Silence,” said the father; ‘““one word more will

make me chide you, girl! Whac! an advocate for an
~impostor ! You think there are no more such fine men,
~ having seen only him and Caliban. I tell you, foolish

girl, most men _ga3 far excel this, ag he does Caliban.”
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This he said to prove his daughter’s constancy; and
she replied, “ My affections are most humble. I have
no wish to see a goodlier man.”

“ Come on, young man,” said Prospero to the prince;
“you have no power to disobey me.”

“I have not indeed,” answered Ferdinand:; and not
knowing that it was by magic he was deprived of all
power of resistance, he was astonished to find himself
so strangely compelled to follow Prospero : looking back
on Miranda as long as he could see her, he said, as he
went after Prospero into the cave, *“ My spirits are all
bound up, as if I were in a dream; but this man’s
threats, and the weakness which I feel, would seem
light to me if from my prison I might once a day
behold this fair maid.”

13. Prospero kept Ferdinand not long confined within
the cell: he soon brought out his prisoner, and set him
a severe task to perform, taking care to let his daughter
know the hard labor he had imposed on him, and then
pretending to go into his study, he secretly watched

them both.
Prospero had commanded Ferdinand to pile up some

——— — ————— - .
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heavy logs of wood. Kings’ sons not being much used
to laborious work, Miranda soon after found her lover
almost dying with fatigue. * Alas!” said she, “do
not work so hard; my father is at his studies, he is
safe for these three hours; pray rest yourself.”

“0 my dear lady,” said Ferdinand, I darg not. I
must finish my task before I take my rest.” |

“If you will sit down,” said Miranda, < I will carry
your logs the while.” But this Ferdinand would by no

means agree to. Instead of a help Miranda became a

“himdeance, for they began a long conversation, so that
the business of log-carcyjng went on very slowly.

Prospero, who had ermlzﬁawf‘zetdli‘:;nmis task merely
as a trial of his love, was not at his books, as his
daughter supposed, but was standing by them invisible,
to_overhear what they said.

Ferdinand inquired her name, which she told, saying
it ,was against her father’s express command she did so.

14.. Prospero only smiled at this first instance of his
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daughter’s disobedience, for having by his magic art
caused his daughter to fall in love so suddenly, he was
not angry that she showed her love by forgetting to
obey his commands. And he listened well pleased to
a long speech of Ferdinand’s, in which he professed to
love her above all the ladies he ever saw.

In answer to his praises of her beauty, which he said
exceeded all the women in the world, she replied, «I
do not remember the face of any woman, nor have [
seen any more men than you, my good friend, and my
dear father. wa features are aw I know not;
but, believe me, sir, I would not wish any companion
in the world but you, nor can my imagination form
any shape but yours that I could like. But, sir, I fear
I talk to you too freely, and my father’s precepts I
forget.”

" At this Pr;:s_p;z;o smiled, and nodded his head.&

w, “ This goes on exactly as I could wish ;

my girl will be queen of Naples.”
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And then Ferdinand, in another fine long speech
(for young princes speak in courtly phrases), told the
innocent Miranda he was heir to th; crown of Naples,
and that she should be his queen.

“Ah! sir,” said she, “I am a fool to weep at what
I am glad of. I will answer you in plain and holy
innocence. I am your wife if you will marry me.”

15. Prospero prevented Ferdinand’s thanks by ap-
pearing visible before them.

* Fear nothing, my child,” said he ; * I have overheard,
and approve of all you have said. And, Ferdinand, if
I have too severely used you, I will make you rich
amends, by giving you my daughter. All your
vexations were but trials of your love, and you have
nobly stood the test. Then as my gift, which your true
love has worthily purchased, take my daughter, and do
not smile that [ boast she is above all praise.” He
then, telling them that he had business which required

his presence. desired they would sit down and talk
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together till he returned; and this command Miranda
seemed not at all disposed to disobey.

When Prospero left them, he called his spirit Ariel,
who quickly appeared before him, eager to relate what
he had done with Prospero’s brother and the king of
Naples. Ariel said he had left them almost out of their
senses with fear, at the strange things he had éaused
them to see and hear. When fatigued with wandering
about, and famished for want ogxfood. he had suddenly
set before them a delicious Lk/;:q_u.a{, and then, just as
they were going to eat, he appeared visible before them

in the shape of a harpy, a voracious monster with

wings, and the feast vanished away. Then, to their

W
PR/N . ’
"ﬁer amazement, this seeming harpy spoke to them,

reminding them of their cruelty in driving Prospero
from his dukedom, and leaving him and his infant

daughter to perish in the sea ; saying, that for this cause

these terrors were suffered to afflict them.

16. The king of Naples, and Antonio the false
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brother, repented the injustice they had done to Prosperg;
and Ariel told his master he was ceﬂﬁnﬂm
was sincere, and that he, though a spirit, conld no but
pity them.

“ Then bring them hither, Ariel,”” said Prospero:
“if you, who are but a spirit, feel for their distress,
shall not I, who am a human being like themsc.'.,lves,
have compassion on them? Bring them quickly, my
dainty Ariel.”

Ariel soon returned with the king, Antonio, and old
Gonzalo in their train, who had followed him wondering
at the wild music he played in the air to draw them
on to his master's presence. This Gonzalo was the
same who had so kindly provided Prospero formerly
with books and provisions, when his wicked brother left
him, as he thought, to perish in an open boat in

the sea.

Grief and terror had so stuEeﬁed their senses, that
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