OPNAV-16-V-#537 '

FormACAC1 . AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT ‘CONWTIA]_

-

s B ®
(a) Unit Reporting TC=85 (b) Based on or at_USS LUNGA POINT (m"’i) (c) Report NoVe=856 - 131
(d) Take off: Date @ April 1945 Time (LZT) 3180 {X) (Zone): Lat. 26° 30" ¥ Long. 127° 47* B
(e) Mission _ Strike on Ukinawm Shinma (f) Time of Return 1685 (I)(Zone)
II. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT. .
. NUMBER -
TYPE SQUADRON TA(;(FIIE\IG Eﬁgﬁ\?wﬁ: AT_IT:‘RCGKElPG Bg&iﬁEgNPPETROEii%%E)S FUZE, SETTING
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) : (f) (g)
10 = 100 @GP Inst.fosess 025 sec.Delay-Tuil
THiled V=85 = 4 8 x 5" IE Rockets N
I1l. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION. o
TYPE SQUADRON | NUMBER | o, BASE TYPE SQUADRON |  NUMBEK BASE
__ Vill-% TO=2 B
~IV. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).
e | calle [CoRERS | i | RS = W

T Pl S ol | (ZONE)
(ZONE)
o Se ik L LT S, TOL N T ’
b3 SN : _ (ZONE)
(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s) i
Did Any Part of
(i) Encounter(s) Occur in Clouds?. _ If so, Describe Clouds - | -
: L (YES OR NO) (BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)
Time of Day and Brilliance
(j) of Sun or Moon S - Ittt (k) Visibility_ ]
(NIGHT, BRIGHT MOON;: DAY, OVERCAST; ETC.) (MILES)
Y. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listedin 1 Only).
{a) (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: () (d)
TR - M i e ; =SSl 1 i - T e} T == e e e L e Tt S e . J M o
ENEMY A/C | TYPE A/C | SQUADRON PILOT OR GUNNER GUNS USED WHERE HIT, ANGLE RAE

CLAIMED

L — o

m— m—— = ——= — — il

o —————————— . —

TS A TR s L SR L
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OPNAV-16-V-3#S37

T e AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT CONFIDENTIAL

_ REPORT No.¥i=8E « 1851
Vi. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in Il only)

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)
TYPE OWN A/C SQUADRON TYPE Cé\UUfiF OE{‘YSEEEREEFTC;(NQL/ CCAUSE S}Net?—izgii?;Tiaﬁii?LeEJu(i;iratenﬁrr??{ ) (Glve Iﬁggy l—er%ﬁ nLu?nStgerQ op;‘ ;‘3 a’ﬁ\r?e‘sA c?cfzﬁtroyfed}
]
- .
3 )
: .
2 ~
6
7
: ~
9
10
11
12
13
14 j B B
VII. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in Il only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).
(a) (b) (¢) (d) (e)
NO. | SQUADRON NAME, RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
ViIl. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g) TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED (h)
TYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV. FUEL AV. FUEL NO. OF PLANES
A/C OouT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED .30 .50 20MM MM RETURNING
-3 | 76 | 81 fnrGmin | 330 285 1350 1420 4
IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line).
CALIBER NONE MEAGER ~ MODERATE INTENSE
HEAVY — Time-fused shells, 75 mm and over p 4
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm ) 4
LIGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6.5mm-13.2mm X

X. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).

SPEED, CLIMB,
at various altitudes

TURNS

DIVES
CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT
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OPNAV-16-V-#537

Fom ACAC1 AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT CONFIDENTIAL

-
. (OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE) .

XI. ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBIJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in 1l Only)
(a) Target(s) and Location(s) -

e -

REPORT No Ve=85 « 131

1830=-
2 VWillages, Oicingmm ___ __ (b) Time Over Target(s) 148@ (I}  (Zone)

(¢) Clouds Over Target 5200 Stratus 1W

(BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER) = .

(d) Visibility of Target dngy

(CLEAR, HAZY, PARTIALLY OBSCURED BY CLOUDS, ETC.)

(f) Bombing Tactics: Type Glide &a Sight Used ik viil

(LEVEL, GL.DE OR DIVE)

(e) Visibility 6 -8

(MILES)

(TYPE)
Bombs Dropped per Run 2 Tm%agm Spacing “__‘QET) _ Altitude of Bomb Release (;i";i B}
(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyed Probably Destroyed Damaged
(h) (i) (i) NO. A/C ATTACKING A (" ) - -
AIMING POINT DlMTEgrELI%%SE e (k) SQUADRON EXEgNNE\)BESD,AE%%HA’X%L:HIGNI?&NI ’Rﬁm'ﬁ;’f%%? se[?ﬁ}ﬁséGdEestfrr;%g‘ {“Qﬁ?{m B
| ' - it siot
Buildi Smell 3 THlled 11 = 1004 GP
1 foo V0=85 10 x B* UB Reockebts | SnoWn Boah*w;;:d_ ___________
2 Buildi & TBH-S 27 x 100#’ GP |
Village ngs _ Several | 10 Bldgs. Destroyed
Standing V=85 20 x B™ HE Rockets d@_ Moy
3 - Total Ammanition
5 1420 x .50 eal _ -
4 1360 x .80 ocal
- s .
: . . | ~ . I
L] 7 )
R

(0) RESULTS: (For all hits claimed on ship targets and for land targets of special interest, draw diagram, top or side view or both, as appropriate, showing type and location
of hits. For all targets give location and effect of hits, and identify by numbers above. Use additional sheets if necessary).

(p) Were Photographs Taken? NO ___Photographs of Damage, WhenTaken, Should Be Attached By Staple.
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AIRCRAFT ACTION REPQRT CONFIDENTIAL

\
_ . : REPORT No¥il=B88 » 131
XI1l. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,

gei=e -y

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary.)
OWN AIRCRAFT

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception

Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness

Distance of Opening Fire

Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Locating, Distance
Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack

Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weaknesses
Offensive Tactics, Own
" " Enemy
Defensive Tactics, Own
w “  Enemy
Flexible Gunnery, Own
Escort Tactics
Fighter Direction
Use of Radar
Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircraft

Pour THM-3s, led by Lieutenant Kenneth C. STOWELL, USHR, took

of f from parent ship, USS LUNG

POINT (OVE-94), to attack assigned
targets on Okinawa in support of eur ground forces.
The group rendesveused with five FMi-2s of Vi, the senior

pilet of which acted as Air-Coordinmator. However, he develioped

radie trouble and then Lieutenant Stowell teok over and directed

the attacks,

First target was a village on the emst coast of Central
Okinawa where the eneny was reported to have s command post. Only
one building was standing in the towm. It was destroyed by bombs

and rockets on one run.

The second target was the town of Ora, suspected of belng &

ATTACK

OWN TACTICS

Method of Locating Target
Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds
Approach
Dive
Pull-Out
Dive Angle
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY

Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights

Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

OPERATIONAL
Navigation

Homing

Rendezvous

Recognition, Ships

Communications

Flight Operations

Search and Tracking

Base Operations

Maintenance

commnications center. Here all remaining bombs and rockets were

expended. Tem bulldings were destroyed and several damaged.
Bo enemy opposition developed and all planes returned safely

to base.
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OPNAY16--38531  AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT CONFIDENTIAL

. REPORT N W=~ = 181

XIH. MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance or suitability, following check list at left.

ARMAMENT Use additional sheets if necessary).

Guns, Gunsights
Turrets
Ammunition
Bombs, Torpedoes
Bomb Sights |
Bomb Releases

COMMUNICATIONS game dowm on the ull out. Alse, both wise guns feiled,®
Radio, Radar
Haming Devices

\é'ggal Séi:gnﬁls Une THE-3 had 2 rockeds hang fire and fall %o launch,®®
es, Ciphers .

nec‘ggumon * w0 TN had one bhang bosb - DOth were lettisened samaslly.
Signals
Battle Lights
Procedures

PROTECTION
Armor; Points and Angles
of Fire Needing Further
Protection
L eak Proofing

EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT
Parachutes
Life Belts, Life Rafts
Safety Belts

Emergency Kits
Rations, First Aid

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT
Compasses
Driftsights
Octants i
Automatic Pilots
Charts
Field Lighting

INSTRUMENTS

Flight
Power Plant

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE

Airframe

Control Surfaces

Control System

Dive Flaps

Landing Gear

Heating System

Flight Characteristics
At Various Loadings

POWER PLANT

Engines

Engine Accessories
Propellers
Lubricating System
Starters

Exhaust Dampers

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM at &‘ j‘f‘ ¢ k;% v

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM baptain, U, sw. mw,
/li\u);iléarv Plant ‘ ' mmﬁ&b KiLioayr,
ights Usoiis LUNGA POINT (CVE-DA4).

00se in 8 Qlve, and the wlisels

FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE

BASE FACILITIES

Plane Servicing Equipment
Personnel Facilities

REPORT PREPARED BY:: APPROVED BY:
He Be EEARES, Lieut.,, UNML, ASXO - PRED €+ BERRLA

SIGNATURE RANK AND DUTY SIGNATURE RANK AND DUTY
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