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SUMMARY ¢

The purposc nf this interview was to supvlement infrrmation
secured in a previosus intorview with Rear Admiral TAXEUCHI and to

correct discreopancies in fnformatinrn prevared by him in written
fﬂrmv

Admiral TAKEUCHI stat~=d that his secti~n vrepared a drcument
in March of 1944 nutlining in d~tail the organization of the U.S.
Army and Nevy Alr Forces, including a roster of U.S. aircraft cer—-
ri>rs showing air groups assigned by air group number. This docu-—
mont, also included a deteiled orgsnizeti~n chert ~f the U.S.S.

SARATOGA. Admiral TAXEUCHI said that gsourc2s nf this infermatiQrn
were .

1. Data gathered prior to the war, including a roster of
officers of the SARATOGA. Such rosters were exchangzed
on a routine basis prior to the war.

e U.S. elrcraft shot down in raids cn TRUK and SAIPAL fol-
fowing the MARSHALLS operaticn. The majerity ~f these
planes had fregments of informatirn and in a fow instsncoes
documents which were useful.

b Prisoner-of-War information.

4. Announcements of ship launchings, disposition ~f frrces,

and ncw developments which appeared in the Amcricen press
and »n the radio,

"

O« Front line informati-n relayed tn Imporial General Hesd-
quarters by op3:rati~nal frrces.

Admiral TAKEUCHI also discusscs bri~fly informationn received
fr-m Navel Attaches abroad and denics eny connectiorn between the

Naval Headquarters Intelligence Department and any secret or
special organizatinns.
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Q.le This is the translatinn of a decument which fell into yrur
hanis and hes in it information nf the U.S. forces, the organi-
zation of the Army and NWavy Air Corps, the nemes cf carriers, the
air groups assigned to carriers, the numb-rs of air grrups. With
respect t~ the organizetion of the Army and Nevy Air forces as

civen hcre, this 18 a list of aircrait cerriers, the crnstruction
number (Mull number), date of sinking ~r damgg , number of eircraft
carrier grrups, etc. We wrould like to know the s~urce of the infcr-
maeti~n given nere.

e I was not cornnected with ~perationel plenning as I have been
out of the fleet for a good number of yrers, but I think I anay know
how they ot this infermation. I belleve the roprrt wes nade in
March of last ycar in the sectirn whichi I headed. When I compiled
something of this scrt, I usually gathercd the deta for a grrd ranm-
bor of years before the wer, and it is based cn that. This alr Group
6 wags on a carri=r, but I wruldnl't knnw whether the infrrumation was
correct or n~t. Your carrier planes heve ~n their talle markings
nf the sguadron 2nd the earrier fleet frem which infrrmatisn could
be derivede The announcenent of ship crnstructi~-n c~uld be tzou-
lated statistically. On the basis cf tho tine thet we know 1t tork
to fit ~ut ships, to move frrm the yards as they were crnstructed,
thrrugh, for example, the Panama Cenal, t~ the Pacific Arecas, such
informaticrn c¢~uld b tabuleted statistically. We cruld come out
with an answ>r a month, more or lese, ~n eith-r side. The knowledpe
nf plane narkings wes a matter knrwn to practically everyrono in the
Japanese Navy. Bven the mrst junior man in en erne, when a plane
wes sihct drwn, cruld tell frnm what carrior 1t caeme. Although our
redar and carly warning davices werc very lneffective, with glasses
and visual »~bserveticn, we cou:ld ofton tell the ldentificati-n of
nit and ship. My work was of e statisticel nature. It did not
invelve an aspect of svyilng which 1s a type »nf "last century in-
tclligence work". My estimates would be about 20% enrrect. If
it fcll) within these linits, I was setisfied.

wsSe Wit regard to the changing of alr groups abeard cerricrs,
the informati~n prescnted in this decuiient is tno up-te—dete to
nave madce such methods effective with regard t~ that perticular
iten.

Ae This document was made up, as y~u xnrw, after the GILBERI
Operaticns and just after the time of the MaRSHALL Cpereticns,
during which pericd the nunber of American aircraft sh-t down

was high. OCorpsequently, we had men;” soirces of inforaeti-n of

the type I have cutlined before, aveiledle upen which te make this
cetimates In later operati-ns, we 4id nrt have so mch infrr=-
mati~n. The fact that this estinate ie accurate mey be cifact

by later cstimates which nay nn~t have teen s~ accurate. at tnc
time ~f the HARSHALL and GILBERT Oporati-ns, we nad very ge~d come-
mnicati-ns with our forces in the field and eflcet. The crllec~
tirn ~f such infrrmati-n wes rclatively ~asy. Latcr nur com-
minicatinns were nrt as grrde Crnsequently, estimetes as accurate
as these were by no nmeans casy t~ rnieke. Only abrut fifteen coples
nf this document wer~ nade,

QSe¢ The infeormetdi~n with regard to Tatdes ~f Orgenizeti~n in the
Army Alr Forcee and the Navy Air Organizeti-n ies greatly deteiled.

Cruld you tell us srmetiing about the sources frr this detailed
infrrieti-n?

A Our infornetli~n for computing this sort of estimate cn nr-
ganlizati-n cf units came from a large number of sources beoy~-nd those
I .ave alrcady menticned. Informaticn on U.S. Arny Air Frrees

ca;ic te us from ~ur Army General Heedquarters. Infrrmation als-

came t- use from communicatirns intelligence activities, In additir-n,
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particularly with regard to your Neval orgenizati~n, & greet deal
~f infrrmetion ceme to us from TRUK, SaAlPAN, etc., Where your planes
wer~ sh~t down. The majority cf these planes had in them some scrb
of documents which we were able to capture. Most of these dncu-
~onts were nrt of & detailed, elaborate nature, were n~t tables

~rf orgenization in themselves, but were isnlated ~rders,

nperatirns orders for exeample, glven to the pilot of the plene.
Fr-m such informasticn, we could gather fairly well the ~rganization
of Naval air units. My operati~ns crnsisted largely of putting
tegetlior the very many pleces of individually meaningless infcr-
aation. These were gathered together frem all of these snurces
wiic- I have mentirned trday and in previ~us conversati~ns. It

wes ny job to consider all ~f theee veary carefully and crmbine

therm into some snrt of cnherent picture. Any plece of informetion
by itself meant nnthing. This scrt onf wrrk cannnt be arne Nver a
short pericd of time such as six menths nr a year, but y~u must
remomber that I have been working on this for ~ver three yocars.
Consequently, I have been able to achieve a larger perspoctive

~f it then had I been working for short perinds alnne.

qeds Wow with regard to the orgenization chart of the SARATOGA
w-ich is printed in great deteil, was that specific pilece ni in-
formaticn geined from a crashed plene, from interrogatirn -1 pri-
s-ners, or from scme other sounrcet

Ao I believe this informatirn mist have crme frrm captured
d- cwaents; vour roster of navel officer perscnnel woculd have
civen such information. I kept lists Rased originally on jrour
rester of nevel officers, which was recelved every year bifore
t..0 ware (I would nnt have been eble t~ crmpile such a list for
& now ship)

weBe Oruld you supply us with o 1list of the docunents captured
by tne Jepanese throughout the war?

A, All of the materizl hes been burned, and I de nect remenber,
in dctzil, what the individual pieces were. You must realize tiab
captured documents end other s-urces of infernatisn night ver-
tain t- only ~ne aquedrrn or cne part of the ship's complencnt,
bput 21l other inferrmetinn, ~ver a perird nf years, enabled ne,

particularly in the case of elder siips, to meke such deteailed es-—
t1 atcs.

Q.6. Comld you supply us from menm~rry with a pertiazl list -1 very
inpvertant d-cunents ceptured during the war? .

A, I do not remember in detzil many of them, but 1 recall taat
nne da~cument ~bteined durine the SAIPAN Operetion, 1 believe by

a ship rff sh-re, geve the ~rgenizati~n, including, 1 belleve,

even tlie alr grrup rregenization of nn» of the tesk forees, tlirugh

I cannot rcmember which task frrce it was. Most of the time, how-
ever, documents captured by us were only individual sheets rf paper
crabodying smell, deteiled vieces ~f informaticn. Such crmplete,
large decuments 28 the ~ne menti~ned wers very rare.

«w e Do you know the dctails of how this drncument cenec irite tie
pu“ESGSSi‘T“-n of your th_p?

Ao I 4o n~t remember in detail u~w this was picked up. Thc

flect nnit picked it up 2nd sent it aes it was inte I1T0KIO by szirmeill.
This is tlho éxtent of: my knowledge. Aafter the sir raids began on
TOLYO, in tihe eerly part of this ycer, we got e grest number of do-
cuaents fr-m planes sict dovwn. These éid not include o~rgenizatione
cherts but did include a grest number ~f charts with the attack dis-
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pesitirn drawn -n the mep nf the TOKYO arca.
f.8. You ere familier with the TENGO Plen, are y™u nnt?

Ao 1 have heerd rf the TENGO Opersti~n Plan, but I am complete—
1y unfamiliar with 1t. The procedure follrwed was frr the lst
Sceti~n, which dealt with cperations, tr come %o me and. ask me
wrat the letest infermaticn was. I hended them the infrrmati-ne.
At that peint, my knowledge »f the operzti~n plens ceasecd,

Q9. I understend that is true. However, the estimetes which
anpeer in the TENGO Plan with regard to Allied frrces were pre-=
paerad by the Sth Secticn rf the 3rd Departmente

Ao My function was to supply them with the besic meterials,

put tie job of arriving at the final estimatc of the eneny's plensg
and capebilities was the job of the 1st Sectirn of the lst Divi-
si~n, I somctimes heard what theilr egtinates were, but I never

cew tiome I was go unfamiliar with tre operati~ne side of the pic-—
turc tast I did not even know at first what yru meant by tae TINGO
Flszn. BEven tihe nzues of such planes and their neanings were a met-
tor kept within the speciiic socticn charged with meking them up.

Q+10. During the eerly planning steges, did you git in on the meet—
ings held by Admiral TOMIOKA and Cept. OHMAE of the lst Deat T

Ao I was naver called into the conferences. Anyone nutside of
te plenning secti~n during e planning phesc wWas crnsidered almost
like the enemy and weas nob admitted a2t all to the deliberations

or tneir planse.

Qell. Comdr. MIYAZAXI steted thet quite cften the heed of the Sth
Sacti~n sat in ~n meetings auring tae early plenning stages. Was

Th

v misteizen in this?

A They did nnt rely upon us, bub made thelr own judgments in
svery case, During a conierence they wruld cell me in for perneps
ten mirmtos, glve me the results of their e nsiderstic~ns, then
drive me ~ut,.

Qe12. Capt. OHMAE has given ycu credit for kn~wing much more than
7o sive yourself credit frr, and while it is true that your @
tisetos wore subjoct to chenge by the 1st Depnt., actually meny times
th~r wer. accedted and used as rrigcinelly previded. In the ToN
Plen, vrur ostimatcs with regard to the nunber ~f ships in the
oclessification of eircraft cerricrs, small carriocrs, battleshlivs,
cruis~rs, and destrryers which wruld be svaileble for the defensc
~f OKINAWA end, further, an estinate of the airplanes expected

t cperatc against the Japanesc hLono islands in supvort of thet
~peration were used, and, 1 anderstand, very much es ycu prepared
then. Sofore I g» eon, do you wish te crument?

Ao This is the first time 1 heve heard ~f it. I never received
snfrrasticn dircet fr-m the 1lst Section,

Qe13. 1 unay say further thet in inquiring ab~ut this informatien,
I wes t~1d, admiral TAXEUCHI knrws all abrut this. He supplicd
tie infrrmeti-ne You sh-uld ask hinm",

Ae If the Planning Scction wanted any infermetion, thy would
cak e for it, end I wruld give them the mosd up-tn—-date information
I hed. At the time of the OKINAWA Operatirn estimete, my Ant o
sabi~n was based up~n e modificetion nf basic infrrmati~rn reccived
in th~ £ ~f captured cocuments and other captured meterizls fron
olancs shrt dawn ~n FORMOSA towards the end of September 1944 in
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carricr air strikes. It was um~n thet basic informetirn, as modi-—
fied, thet I made up ny cstimaves of the Amcrican strength avall-
oble frr the OKINAWA Operaticn.

Qe 14. You neve t~old us about the source and have steteod thet the
catimetes were arrived at through statistical znalysis of 2 grea
veluae of informaticrne Will yeu tell use something abrut the method
~f stetisticzl esnalysie which eventually produced the estinetoel

Hoe Whet I mean by statistical analysis wes arrived at in tho
fr1lowing nanners Fer a number of yezsrs, 1 cathered together placoes
~f infrrneticn on a hietorical beasis from such s~urces as brnks
written cn the subject, radlo announccmnents, etce Secnrndly, 1
wruld erubine this informetinn with inf~rmetion compiled ~n a ¢CO—
~rephical basis, basecd during the war upon suclhl sources as radir
brozdcasts, sig. tings of your task ferces end plancs, and comnbine
tais tenwperal and spaciesl systen ~f infornati-n, which I kcpt
filed, with other pieces of infrrnetion as they came to ny knrw-
ledece For exemple, en annoruncencnt of your press Or radi~ wihich
atoted the date on which a carrloer wes 1zunched: based cn oy nast
snfrraztisn, historicel informaticn, with rogerd to carrilers, i
cruld dctermine that within a certain perinrd of tine, say six
m~nths, this ship would be nperating in the Pecific Arce. Another
crurce thet I oased was anncuncenents by your side nf sinlzings and
demesa to ships end the loss +f aircraft. I essumcd thet thesce
ann~uncoaents were the very leest which yru had lost. 1t then bo-
came a nrebl-m of deternining the status ~f thrsc ships whnlch werc
only denagnd nr which may heve been sunk. That could nfton be do~-
tormined ono way or anotheor by suca nethods as sub~sishktings or
cireraft sishtings. All of this infrrnzticrn which I was able tn come
bine tergethor in my files over leong perind of yeears from all these
sources, this ermbinatirn $ts whet I crnsider to be statistical
snalvsis., We did not anave a w~rld wide nreenizetion gatherins this
type »nf infrrmatinn. It was a matter onf statistlcal enalysis by
the individual officers conceorned with tae job hore in TOKYO.

Qe15. Hrw nany people did v~u have working with you to assist in
his statistical snalysis?

Ao I rovorted these fiures 1in o written answer. Including
nreself, ticre wore 41 nfficers at onc tiloe. Thirty-seven (37) of
those were tenporrary and reserve of<4crrs. These had ~nly 10 to

12 mentns! cxperience. Beside thet, we had about a dozen enployros,
anst of tnen young (irls, uscd as office ;irls. A% Tac baginning
of mv service, I had only © aubordinztes. Since the sunnmer nf

lest yeer, only onc year before the end of tne wer, I hod the staff
coseribed above, The &7 tcomporary snd rescrve officers came in

the swamer of 1944, They wero credusted ebout June nf last year,
Therc was no place to put them as tslend bascs wore tzken and shlps
oro sunk. Consequently, 1 was sble to (et tiaem for my scctirna

Qe 1b6e Lh0 Conmmunicaticrns Dept. a2t O%WADA 2lss suppliec infrrmeticn,
did it n~t%

Ao A copy ~f any informeti~n they had ~f intercst to e wes sent
tc mce

Q.17. Whet was the nature of this informeti~n?t

A, Infrrmeti~n they gathored went directly to the 1st Scctiern
28 thcy werce directly subnardinzate to that sectione I felt tinest in-—
ssrmich 28 much of their inferaation was int~1lligonce in nature, it
shruld be ninc. Such was nnti the cese..” 1 received only nccesirnal
covples.
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Qs18. What types of infrrmetisn did you recelve in drteil?

A The mnvement of planes from PEARL EARBOR th the s~uth end
west. Movement of large ferces of plenes out and beck to besos
in NEW GUINEA, There were nmany ceses where an occasi~nel copy
arrived ae umach as ten days leter, zfter 1 hzd g~ne to the 1lst
Soecti~ne Sometimes, informeticn witn ean Actober 1 dete wes re-
coived October 1C.

«+ 19+ Did the Nevy send any ol ite nfficers or anyene élsc to
the AKASAKA Treining Sehool in TOXYO?

A 1 ecannot oven yuess, I de not know of the existence of such
a schonls

G20, In the informati~n su-plied us, there is tne stetement tuat
2C0,000 Yen web sppropristed as an oxtreordinery tucé-et for neval
nperaticns in fereign countries. Hrw was that money snant?

He This is the first I have ever heerd ~f this enpreprietirn,
tut I belicve it was probably all-ted for the anst pert to dip-
lrmatic personnel, such as attecnes, in whet might be troadly
called intellicence activities, such es tuying broks, NewspEnOTS,
ctc. I o n~t believe that very much wes received by any rne
sattache., The man in Washingt~n night heve received 28 mach as
ton thousan? ven. Protably the men in China received ~nly twe or
nree thrusand in this tyme ~f wrrk.

QGe2le Do you know Admirel CHUDO?

Ay I xnow the gentlemen. About twnh years ago, he was in Head-
quarters where he was Chief »f the 8%h Secti~n, concerned Wit
Englend. I do not know 1in detail, but 1 helirve et the mreesent
time he is in the Southwestern arca atteched %o Fileld Mershal
TERAUCHEL 's heedquarters, perhaps in FRIUCHE IIDO—-CHINA, perhavs 1n
RANGOON, cerrying out liaisrn duties netwesn the Army end lisvy
forces in the aree.

.22, Wncn Burma came under Japencsce rccupatinn, adniral CHAULO
was appointed neval asttache at AANGOON, Did reports issued Ly
tne neval attache, for instance 2at RAIGOON, ever cr-ne dircetly to

&

Ae I Lolieve so, but it dnesn't pertain to my secti~n. 1t
come uncer the 8th Seeti~n c-ncerned with Englend, India, Burne,
sustraliz. Acmiral CHUDO was ~nce the Chicf of that sncti~n, anc
his positicn now includes thnat arca, I bclieve. His report was
sent to that sectinon,

Q.28. Were the reporis of the Neval Atteche in argontina sent to
your secti~n?

K Yos, His nene was Rear Admiral YOKXISHIDA.
Qe 24. What sort of renorts dld you receclve from hint

A He sont revorts until lste 1943. Diplomeatlc roletl ns were
cut at tist time sn we do not know how he is doing now, DBefore
thattine, heo sent jgeneral affalrs ahnut Latin America: and. somes
tires shrut the U.S. Navy, btut his nnst wes 80 far frnm the U.D.,
we eould obtain reports mere casily from the radline

Qe 35, What infrrmatirn did you ged throush repreosentetives in
Mexicced
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A Mexice ie.pedter fhan Arcentine tc the U.S., but that post
was ren~ved befrre the wer s~ when I came to the veet, there wes
no attache there, c-nscguently, nc repcrts., Before taat time, L
believe the attecne in exler cruld supply some infrrmation abcut
tre UsSe It was not an invortent poste

&e26. When did you receive rellable infrraati-n of the shane and
cenavilitice of the B-207

A We cruldn't zuess the shepe of the B-29 until Neveuber

~f lest yoar. We cruld cnly guess what general tvype nf ship it weas.
I suppcse it mipght resemble a B-17 or a B-24, 1t is an Arny

mettor.e About last Scptember, we issued a report on thet plene,

vut I hed no information, so my subcordineste drew e pleture and
sslcnd me whether we shruld issue it or note 1T laughed,

3 27. Pricr to the war, according tc 2 rethor velumincus docu-
nont which wae supplied us, the Navy had en arganization working
thrruch the Navel Attache, called a Spceiel Service Orz=nizaticn,
ané in th> report, the statement was made that the reperts of tho
Sueelal Service fleld nrganlzation came directly to the Neval Steff
in TOKYD and to the recancctive geogrphicel secti~n of the Intelli-
ornen Dept. What sort of Sveclal Sertioe srrranizati-n wes that?

A As you know, I wes nnt sttached to the Intelligence actie-
vitics at the teginnin,: of the war. Kowever, curing my 30 years
cxpericnce in the Jepenese Vevy, during whlch time I heve had sone
cenncetion with Intellisence activities, I hzve nev r heard of
such an cr snizatien. If we had such an organizeti n, 1t would
heve been & sood idee, but we did not. ©€n the heals nf the money
sppropristed, 200,000 Yen, for extracrdinary expenses, had that monoy
teen distributed in the U.S. at 7 Yen t~ the deoller, 1% wr1ld have
civen tnem & very inadequatc amount cf money to carry on wido-
anr-ad oroanizetion in the U.S., coven had it been used for such
purncecs, which to my knowledse 1t was note after the cnd »f the
lest war, t.c Britisn Nevy in furtherance of 1ts alms in nbteining
~i1 fields Tuilt up sone sort of en orgenizetirn in the Near Sact,
tut tihc Jepancese have never had suci an or:;enization, inasmuch es
we ezre, couaparatively spezking, a very porr countrye.

e 2B8e adumiral CHUDC stated thet 1t wes part ~f his duties to Irrm
o fete crllectin. orpanization. Was this witi: the Nevyls knowe
led.el

o If Admirel CHUDO medc such a statement, it mast have been

-

sased upon directives received by him from senme Fleet Headquarters
ny frrm Marshal TERAUCHI. Certainly such an organizeticn or any
rr.enizaticn romotely resembling 1t has never bern contenplated

at tao Nevel Generel Headquartcers in TOKYC. I do nnt know waerc
tne term is used by civilian clements for a reguler civillian go-
vernment mnlitical organization. We saw such a nane in the press
durin;: tiwc China dncildent as TOXUMU KIXaN, but eas we hea n» re-
1otinn with such 2 matter, we do not knew what 1t meatt, 80 I bo-—
li=ve thet special term was crncocted by journallsts. Such a
neo has attentinn value or interest to the world, but I do not
ymew what it reelly meank. If you mean it to be some hig organi-
zeticn in Intelligence activities,our Navy had none of them. For
ancrice, I had nsnly three staff cfflcers and you over-nrelise ny
prer scrvices to my country during my tnrec years gervice. 1
cennot oven dreem there wes any such nricenizetion in our Navy Deut.
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