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" 4, Owing to the scarcity of rain, practically there was no
autumn sowing.

5. In the spring. the floods covered the fields along the
Yuhsien river for quite a hundred Z. Numbers of houses were
washed away and many cattle drowned. The $ 600 appropriated
by the International Relief Committee was very little for the dis-
tress experienced............ Robbery and extertion by the soldiers
have seriously injured the people, especially the recent strife bet-
ween the northern and southern partisans. '

FENGHUANG. B B
From Mr. Lu Ts'ai Lich (member for Fenghuang)

, 1. There was no rain from the beginning of the 5th, to the
end of the Tth. month thoroughout the whole district.

2. Nothing was harvested from the ficlds that were planted
in the early summer. A crop of only 20 per cent. of the normal
was gathered from the later plantings. Practically the county has
no rich people; and the middle classes are becoming poor.

3. Itis estimated that there will be 200,000 sufferers.

4. Buckwheat is a suitable crop for antumn, bt help will

have to be given if any is to be planted.
d. This is 2 mountainous district and in normal years, the
corp is. not sufficient for its need. Import of grain from the neig-
bouring counties is necessaryi-~. But the famine has affected the

neighbouring counties also and no gram is procurable from them.
Help is_therefore more urgently needed.

(Signed) Lu Ts'ailie (member of the Hunau
Provincial Assembly.)
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the holding of people captive until ransomed and even deaths. All
these sort of things have been going on since 1918. In addition to
this, the people have also suffered from the maltreatment of pass-
ing soldiers. ‘

LANSHAN. & b

1. - From the beginning of last summer there was no rain

for several months. ~ The greater part of the grain, beans, millet
maize @nd vegetables were dried up.

e
2. The crop gathered from the lower fields is estimated to

have: been 40 per cent. of the normal yield; but from the higher
fields, nothing was harvested.

3. The sufferers are said to be more than 70,000.

4. Sweet potatoes are not able to be planted because the

earth was so dry.  In some places a little buckwheat and turnips
have been sown.

9. Brigands hide themselves in the forests on the hills
bordering on the three provinces, Hunan, Kuangt.mg and Kuangsi
which meet here. Robberies have been const:antly happening with-

out any chance of redress. The soldiers who have passed through

have also caused much suffering to the people.
YUHSIE N. & #
From Mr. Ting'Ming Shen, (menber for Vuhsien)

1. Drought, insect and flood have all caused damage this
year. ;

2. The average crop for. the year, including both early and
late planting is estimated to be about forty per cent. of the normal
yield.

9" I fo feaved that there will s abadt- 190,000 sullbeers.



3. About 120,000 are estimated to be in need of help.
4. Sweet potatoes are suitable for autumn planting. But

those planted early have been dried up, and those planted later
have not prospered because the season came on too cold. = Other
plans have been tried in vain.

-

5. This district is situated on the border of the Kuantung
province.  The villages, even near the city, have been plundered
by brigands who come suddenly from places on the provincial bor-
der lines.  Military expenses have also amounted to large sums
on account of the troops which have been frequently pés&ing to and
fro, and all of these have taken money and all have eaten much of
the small stock of food stuff.

CHENGPU. . %
From Mr. Kung Chi Shen (member for Chengpu)

1. Drought and isect were both causes of distress.

2. From the beginning of the 5th month to the 20th of the
7th. there was no rain. -There has been an agerage of 20 per cent
in eight of the sections of the county, viz. Lujun, Fengsiang, Wu-
ch’ing, Piyung, Chihshui, weihsi, Anjen and Yenching. 30 per cent -
in three: Pengying, Fucheng and Hsien-i; and 25 per cent in two,
Nanjung and Hengling. On the above estimate, the total crop for
the whole county is not much above 20 per cent.

3. The number of sufferers is roughly estimated at 200,000.

4. Hills occupy much more of the area than fields, Buck-A
weat is suitable for autumn planting ; but all work has been inter-
rupted by the constant disturbances due to robbers.

5. These cruel robbers have inflicted many other sufferings
upon the people than robbery, for instarce, the burning of houses,




_ KIENCHOWTING, %
(now known as Kien-cheng hsien)

1. From the beginning of the 5th. month to the middle of
the Sth there was no rain at all and the whole district was affected

by the drought.

2. In the higher fields, no harvest at all was gathered, and
from the lower, only one tenth of a full yield.”

3. The population of the district is about 300,000.  The
shortage of the harvest is such that it is thought that there will be
only enouoh for two months and that there will probably be some
200,000 sufferers.

4. All the grain that should have been kept for seed was
consumed during the famine by the farmers who are now too poor
to get other seed for planting.  There has been only a little rain {
in the autumn. The fields are standing idle. 4

5. The district is situated right away on the central west
border of the province and is for the most part only hill land.
There are but few fields.  Of these, seven tenths were taken up
in past years by the authority of the government by old soldiers.
These fields were, of course, more fertile than those left in the hands
of the natives. Even in normal yéars, the péople have to be pelp-
ed. Although they have sufiered so much from the drought, large
sums of money have been extorted by the soldiers for militar uses.
The -consequence is that the rich have become . poor and the poer
still poorer. Lhe conditions of distress in this county are much

more serious than in many other places. '

LINGWU @ R« -
1. The chief cause of distress has been’ drought

2. 70 per cent of a normal yield.

- -
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report is omitted: the writer failed to report that in a considerable
part of the county for-which he is a member, the constant supply
of water from the hills, secured an unusually good crop to the for-

tunate people who occupy this part of the county.)

PAOKING % B
~ From Mr. Chii Fang Hsu, (meniber for Paoking)

1. A drought for more than fifty days was experienced
from the 5th month to the 27th of the 6th. month.  Grain and all
other plants were dried wp.

2. The higher fields were so parched that they had no
harvest. * Those near the brooks or ponds, by means of irrigation,
had some crop, but only about fifty per cent of the normal yield.
Happily the supi)]ementar)' crops of sweet potatoes in the Tth. and
8th. months were better.  Tor the whole district, it is estimated
that the total yield is only 20 per tent. of the normal.

3. The number of people affected is estimated to be 300,-
000, that is three fourths of the entire population.

4. The famine was so serious that all kinds of food stuffs
were cater up and the cattle killed, so there is very Tlietle chance
of autumn sowings. In some placés, the Dark of the trees has
been cut hp and grass roots dug up for food.

5. In this largé conty, there are considerable tracts inha-
bited by the aborigines called Miao-tzu. Three tenths of the fields
are public‘ property, but no public granary has been established..
Even in normal years,- the total yield is insufficient for the needs of
the people (who do a good deal of coal and iron mining. Trans.)
and they have to depend on imports from the neighbouring counties
including Changteh and Yiyang. Many deaths from star vation
have been reported on account of the interference with the usual
transport of grain because of the reports of famine last summer.
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Association, Yuanling, Rev. W. W. Becker 41, China Inland Miss-
. ion, Chihchiang, Rev. H. Hollenweger §#, China Inland Mission,
Hungchiang, Rev. J. Fitje, Finnish Missionary,-Anhua; Rev. L. K.
e ]en‘éen' E, China Inland Mission, Wukang; Dr. G. H. Pearson %,
o Wesleran Methodist, Paoking; Rev. E. Smebye f, Norwegian

: Lutheran, Sinhua; Rev. Geo. L. Gelwicks 3, Presbyterian, Heng-
f e yang; Rev. T. W. Mitchell #¢, Presbyterian, Chenhsien; Rev. A. J.
; Howitt #%, Wesleyan Methodist, Lingling; Rev. S. W. Whitener %,

Reformed Church, Yoyang; Rev. K. Korhonen #, Finnish Miss-

ionary, Tsinshih.

Sirs,

‘According to the newly revised regulations of the Commit-
tee; each of the famine affected districts should have a sub-commit-
tee. The regulations for such sub-committees have been prepared
R and approved by the Committee Meeting.  The following twelve
> . districts are selected to haverthe first twelve sub-committees.

These are to be organized by the foreign missionaries and the local

: officials and gentry at Yuanling.' Chihchiang, Hungcliang, Anhua,

’ Wukang, Paoking, Sinhua,”Hengyang, Chenhsien. Lingling, Yo-

' yang and Tsinshih. It is hoped that the relief work of the neigh-

I bouring districts, in which no sub-committee is yét established, can
5 * be carried out for the present under your management.

The Hunan Chinese Foreign

' " Famune Relief Committee

Food Conditions in unan

‘The following answers to a circular sent to representatives
of the various districts to the Provincial Asscmbly have" been re--
ceived by the International Relief Association. (itis feared that
lighter traits in the various districts have been overlooked. = One




Circular Telegram to the Districts of Hunan.

Strs

Your request for appropriation of sced for planting and al-
so for help to the sufferers and refugees have been submitted to the
meeting of our Executive Committee. We regret to inform you
that there is no balance left from the funds which we had last spring
nor have we any ready money at the present time. Our work for
the coming season has only just been reorganized and there has
been no time for us yet to get replies frcm the various organisations
to which we have applied for help. We are obliged, therefore, to
advise that the seed needed at once in yo;Jr districts should be pur-
chased by money raised locally. ~ Refugees should not be helped
outside their own districts. They should be cared for in their
native counties. We cannot be responsible for any relief work
for refugees in Changsha.  As soon as we receive any money, it
will be distributed in proportion to the conditions of the various
districts which we are now inspecting. We hope that you will be
able to give some relief to your immediate distress on the lines of

our advice.
* (Signed by the Secretary for)

The Hunan Chinese Foreign Famine

Relief Committee.
Telegram to the twelve districts éeiected as sub-centres in Hunan.

To the district magistrates and various local bodies of Yuan-
ling, Chihchiang, Mueitung (via Hungchiang), Anhua, Wukang,
Paoking, Sinhua, Hengyang, Chenhsien, Lingling, Yoyang and Li-
hsien (via Tsinshih), also to Rev. A. H. Butzback H, Evangélical
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