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{In Order of Apmpearance)

ANNE MORECCMBE

A Mamp

A DETEQTIVE

A DIVISIONAL SUBGEON.
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A REPORTER .

Coroxsn ROLAND
GEOFFREY DARREL

AN EDITOR -

A SECRETARY

A Nrws Enrror

LADY MORECOMBE
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A CORONER’S CLERK

A CONSTABLE
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‘SCENES

40T T ,

Study in the MORECOMBES Houss, Kensington. A

March morning.

ACT I1.

SCENE 1. AnEDITOR’S Room, thefollowing morn-

- ing. ,

SCENE II. The MORECOMBES Study, a little later.
Ao I

Waiting-room af a CORONER’S Qourt, again the fol-
Lowing morning.

TiME—The Present.
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ACT 1

It is ten dclock om a March morning. The study of a
houge in Kensington is empty and curtained, but’
narrow streaks of daylight come in between the window-
curtaing of the two windows, Back. 4 low-backed
armchair is drawn up to the freplace, Right. There
i o door below the fireplace, and another opposite to
it, Left. A bureau stands over on the left. On it is
a telephone. On a stool by the armehair is a iray
with a decanter of brandy, a syvhon® and & glass.
The reom 3 tastefully enough apparelled, and there is
a bookease between the windows. = A small model of a
Aying-machine stands o the top of it

The door on the right is opened, and ANNE
MORECOMBE comes in; about tweniy-five
years old, dark, very wale, with an excelleny
figure and a reticent beauty. She turns up
the light, stands gazing at the armchair,
shudders, passes swiftly across the room, locks
the door, Left, and takes up the receiver of
the telephone. ‘

ANNE. Chelses 0012% ... Is that—is that you,
Geof "*—Anne speaking.? [Her voice és low, quick
and tensel An awful thing’s happened, Colin has

1. Sypkon [efifon] gl siphon==sipbon.botile, bottle with
top from which aerated water i# forced out by presgure of gaz.
(P. 0. D) SEEHERE, WERIEERAR. :

2. 0012[E 354 %E) 13z double § one two, {87 double 5 5 one -
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4 THE BHOW

shot himself .... Yes...through the heart. .. last
night . . .. When I got in from you, I found him
here in the study in—his—armchair—dead, The
doctor said about two hours! .. .. Yes, the police
came . ... No, no doubt—no.. The pistol was still
in his hand—his own « w . Us . ... No,no! He
didn’t know—DPm sure not? And if he had, he
wouldn’t have cared. You know he wouldn’t , .. .
No! I ean’t conceive—I don’t know anything of hls
affaire—no more than he knew of mine——

She hears a sound, -swiftly replaces the receiver,
swiftly unlocks the door, and re-crosses to
the door, Kight, just as the door Left is
opened and o MAID enters, saying :

MAID, This is the room, Sir. :

Two MEN enter. One is a Detective in plain
clothes® with a valise, the other @ Divisional
Surgeon of Police.

DETECTIVE. Mrs Morecombe?

ARNE, Yes. :

DETECTIVE. Pm Detiective-Inspector Flayne from
Scotland Yard.* The Superintendent sent me round.
The Divisional Surgeon, Ma’am. He was away last
night. I’d like him to see the body before it’s removed.

- 1. ‘The doctor said about two hours. &g}l dead about two
hours “ELEE TRREEN B AN EEEN, TS

2. 'The pistol was still in his hand —his own,, ,us.., No,
no! He didn’t know——i'm sure not, FELATEENHE RN
#8757 (The other end) A3, R BRI L B AR LR T A1 AR
ZHAR? RMEASEE—T. HNRaREERE AR ER
#Z B Did be know anything about us? E#RMNMETE. Fzoh
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Anne IEFA AR, 3% Geoffrey FFR St EB -TEEM A H . Hib
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3. Plain clothes—mufii (P. O, D.) g, 28.

4, Scotland Yard, RaHGINREAN Y,




€ . THESHOW _
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ANNE, This way.

DETECTIVE; Oné moment. This i8 the chair?
Nothings Yeen touched sines the police Wers here
143t aight? - _ .

ANRE: No;: Not sifice they took him upstairs.

DETEETIVE. [Referving to @ fble, sitiing dowh ¥n the
- ehatry, Wead forward, vight fund on law] I ﬁhaﬁ right,
Ma’arh?

ANNE. [T & whidher] Tes,

 DETEETIVE. [Touching his owii chedt] The clothes
. were undone here, I halieve?

ANNE; Yés;

BETECTIVE [Nn}iflzn:g to the surgeon, and rzsmy]
The Supermtendenﬁ tolls me they went earefully
through everything in this room last mght. i have
the Major’s papers here; [Lifts the mlzse] Is thére
anything upstaivs, Ma’am, I ought to have? o

ANKE. I don’t think so. He keph everything hate,

DETECTIVE. We'll just g6 up, if you'll kikdly take
ug. Excuse me, you were down here fo——?

KWRE; I was telephoning.

- PETECTIVE. I gee. If yowll take theé doni:bi' up,
Pll conte 19 a rainute.

. has eyed fer ]ceeniy.

The DE’!‘ECTIVE draws the curiatns of oneg
window folly back, and looks out, thed
sount the rooim. The teleijhone bzll Fings.

LAY
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He takes up the receiver and listens. .

DETECTIVE, Whe’s speaking? [There is instant
cessation as if he had been cut off) Um! Wrong pum-
ber, or was mine the wrong voice? [He rewlaces the
receiver; stands a moment considering, then goes to the
door, Left, and opens it] Simpson?

A CONSTABLE in uniform appears.
You were on duty last night, this best??

_ CONSTABLE, Yes, Sir.

DETECTIVE. You didn’t hear this shof;"’ [Refemng
% his notes] The doctor puts his desth at about nine,
"1 see,

CONSTABLE. No, Sir, I didn’t.

'DETECTIVE. See anybody come out of this house?
CONSTARLE, No, Sir. Isaw the Iady come m.
DETECTIVE. What time?

~ CONSTABLE, Half.past ten, Sir, I shounld say,

DETECTIVE. [Referring fo his notes] Alone?

CONSTABLE. Yes, Sir.

DETECTIVE. How did you coms o notite her?

; CONSTABLE, I know her preity well. She parted
from a gentleman half-way up the street, round the
corner. :

DETECTIVE, Ohl Do you know bhim?

CONSTABLE. No, Sir, I don’t know bim; but it’s

not the first time, by many.?

DETECTIVE, Then you’d know him xf you saw

-1. This beat, beat==constable’s appointed course. (C. 0.-D.)
Bt '

2. No, Sir, don’t know himg but it's not the first time, by
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him? [Rereiving a nod] Wha.fs’s he hke?
CONSTABLE, Tallish young man with a gof} *at.?
DETECTIVE, after ¢ moment’s reflection, goes to
the telephone and lonks ai the number on it.
DETECTIVE, [Taking up receiver] Exchange. This
bouse has just been rung up and the eall was cut
off somehow., .. Oh! They're still waiting—just
put me back. .., Hallo®* What number js that?
+ « - Chelsea 0012. Thank you! {[He replaces the
veceiver and jots the number down. To the CONSTABLE]
Take my card, and this number, find ‘out to what
. name and address it belengs, and bring it back to me
‘at once. Send that maid in here. .
CONSTABLE. Yes; Sir.

He goes out.
The DEYECTIVE erosses the room, takes up the
glass by is base and examines the rim for
Jinger-marks. The MAID comes én.
Maib. Yes, Sip?
DETECTIVE. Ah!you, Name2
Map, Ellen Frost.
DETECTIVE. No one’s touched this, of course?
Mamp. Oh,no!
DETECTIVE, When did Major Morecombe come in
last night?
Maip. About eight, Sir.
DETECTIVE. How d’you know?
Maip. I gaw him coming from the gate. He

Aa. " 7At=hat, @3k (@ockney) !L?ﬂ')ﬁ'%ﬂ g —
T. satininag, R #H
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12 THE SHOW

called down that he’d had dinner.t

DETECTIVE, Oh!- Whai sort of voice?

-MAID. Just his usual, Sir,

DETECTIVE. Did you bring him this brandy?

MA. Yes. He rang for it about half-past eight.
He was finishing a letter—he gave it to me to post
at once. '

DETECTIVE. Aletter? Who to?? ‘ ‘

MAID. . X didn’t notice, Sir. I just went out with
it and dropped it in the box, and broughf up the
brandy.. Then he was sitting in that chair.

DETECTIVE. How did he look?

MAID. Very guiet-like—had his head on his band
—~like this. [Places ker hand to her forehead.]

DETECTIVE. Said nofshmg?

-MAw. No, Sir. -

DETECTIVE, How much brandy should you say be
drank? .

MAWD. [Serutinising decanter] A good deal, Sir.

DETECTIVE. Half a tumbler?

MAID. About that, I should think. , :

DETECTIVE. [Taking o revolver from the valiss]
Do you know this? .

MAID. [Wincing] Yes, I think so. He wused to
keep it in the bureau drawer. '

DETECTIVE. You didn’ gee 11: when you brought
the brandy up?

" 1. He called down that he ’d had dinner, down ;‘ﬁ;g{l down
from the head of the stair- case. he’d=he had.
2, Who to? if who %, 3% written English 2, Mkt
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14 THE SHOW

Mamwp. No, Sir,

DETECTIVE. Did you see him again alive? .

MAID. [Upset] No, Sir.

DETECTIVE. Did you hear the shot?

Maip. Well, Sir, I did seem to Hegr a sound when the
gramophone was singing “Butfer me ’eart, Charlie.””t
I don’ know if you know i, i’s rather & loud song:

DETECTIVE. Where were you? -

MAID. Inthe k1tchen—{Pomtmg Stage Left]—that’s
in the basemenﬁ below the drawmg-room 1% was
just before our supper- =

DETECTIVE. What time?

MAD. About nine # would be.

DETECTIVE, Buf what you heard didn% bring you
ap?

Mam. Well, I dide’t rightly thmk it wag in the
house at all like.?

DETECTIVE. Hpw long have you been here?

MaAI. Ever since they were marrjed and come fo
this house, Sir. Four years now.

DETECTIVE, [Refew ing to his notes] They d1dn’b ,
sleep in the same room, I see.

Map. No, Sir,

DETECTIVE, How long’s that been going on?

MAD. ¥ must be—a yess, or fifteen months,
about, that the Major’s been on the top floor.

1. “Butter me ’eart, Charlie.” butter me *eart g) please my
heart 3% flatter my heart Z#. butter—flatter, compliment,
(often up) (P. O.'D.) me (ﬁ%)-—my. earh (cockney)_heart.
OGhaxlie j Gharles §§ % ERE.
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DE’I‘ECT]VE. They weren’s on terms,! then? [The
MAID Fesitates] Better be guite frank,
Malb. Thére was never any Words,2 Sie,

DETECTIVE. Come® Were they living together?

You know what I mean.
Maip. No, Sir. they weren’s; at least as far as I
know. - -
DETECTIVE. And hadn’ been, for a long time?
Mamw, No.

DETECTIVE. They went out separately a good denl?
Mam. Yes, ; )
DETECTIVE. Mrs, Morecombe was out last night?
MAID. Yes; I let her in at half-past ten.
DETECTIVE, Igee. The Major a violent man?
Ma. Oh1.no, Sir- Very depressed at times.
DE'I’ECTNE How d’yeu mean?

Mam. I hardly know. He seemed to come to an
end, like,

DETECTIVE. Hold his head in his handg—that gort
of thing?
" . Maw. Yes.

DETECTIVE, Distinguished fiying man in the war, I
believe?

MaIp. Oh! yes, Sir. He was a hero.

1. On terms 1B . FifH: Hemanages to keep on torms
with eversbody. #HFEAF&E5. I am not on terms with #hat
.set. FHIPHEEKARH. on good (easy, friendly, intimate) terma
(with) SREUF, AP, on bad terms (with) BRI, &K%k, on
speaking terms (with) F2EEa5ci8. on vigiting serms (withy %
ﬁ*ﬁ‘ﬁiﬁ
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2. Words g angry talk, gnarrel 2%, S#l: Words ran

high SRRERT. I bad words with him——we had WOrds
together. FflME 7.

3. Come! (imperat. as exclamation) now then (enconrag
ing) (0. 0. D.) {&ar 4 AN R E N T BN O R REZ TR
JRRED BAR R — G AR BRI
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Dm:chvm Hmit There weré others, Did he
geb many letters? . -

MaID. 1 don’t know what you’d éill many-—six or
seven g day, perhaps.

DETECTIVE. Any inotidy pressure that you kiiow
of, eh?

MaAID. Oh! no, Sir; 'm sure there wasn’t.

DETECTIVE, What makes yon sure?

MaID., Well, Pve fieveér heard monby méntidné'ti;
‘ardly.t

DETECTIVE, Not mueh t;alk betvreeh them at ali
eh?

MaIp, No, that’s true. Still, you know whaf
money is. If thére’s mofiey trouble, you're bbund &
hear of it,

DETECTIVE, That’s vight. Which did you like HeSt
—the Major or Mrs, Morecombe?

Ma, Oh| well, Sir, I fike them both very mush.
The poor Major, .

DETECTIVE, Ah{ Sad thing—very! Se you like
Mrs, MorgeBfiibe; too?

MAID, I do.

DETECTIVE, What’s her family?

Mamw, I think thére’s only hek fathier, 01d Uolonel
Roland.

DETECTIVE, S8till in the Servica?

Maip. Oh! no; he’s too old-—near seventy, I should
think.

DE‘TECTWE No brothers?

L sk e Lo - .,

1. ’ardly==hardly (cockney)
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MaAlp. No, Sir.  She was an only child, I beliave.

DETECTIVE. [Suddenly] Some reason for the Major
and her being estranged. What wag it?

MAID. I couldn’t tell you, really.

DETECTIVE. How d’you mean—couldn’t?

MAIb. Well, I don’t know.

DETECTIVE, Come! A love affair, eh?

MAID. [Flustered] Really, I can’ tell you—D've
never seen anything.

DETECTIVE. Yes, but straws show the way the wind
blows,t

MaAID. [Suddenly resolute] I never saw any straws,

DETECTIVE. [With a sharp look] I see, Knows,? but
won’t tell. .

MAID. [Flustered again] No, Sir, really; and it wasn’t
my business.

DETECTIVE. It’s your business to tell what you
know. We’ve got to find out why this happened; and
you’ve got to help us. Come along with it ¥ Here we
have two young people who haven’t lived together for
fifteen months, you say. Waell, that means that ons or
other of them, or both, was friendly with somecue else.
Now doesn’t 'it?

1. Straws show the way the wind blows=a straw showa
which way the wind blows=Slight hint may suggest much, B
BIMIEHE, 1 HREE, REANRETR.

2. Knows, knows Bl you knows ({355), ®3EEH2 you know
% ERRAE, M5 subject 1 predicate WITPRE |k, BN S

HE—AR, FoARAES ABUBAIRSEE. AH: I Yes, I
&nows dat——*Fknows all about that——2tis my lef hand what I
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chops de wood wid—Poe: Gold Bug. (dat=that;” *Hs=it is;

lef==left; whate=which; de=the; wid==with) II. They’s ‘spectable

folk enough.—ibid (They’s=they is &5 they are” 248385

‘spectable==respectable.)

3. Come along with it! Come along, (esp., mperat ) make
haste, (P. O. D.) el RBER BT Hi R
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MAID, [Stubbornly] Not knowing, IPcan’s say.

DETECTIVE. Very well. Who came here calling?
“While I go upstairs, sit down and write the names
down, and mind you don’t leave any out.

MaAIb, No, Sir. :

HHe goes oui by the door, Right.
She sits doun ai the bureau: ond, sucking o pencil,
writes down name afier name, as they occur to Jher.
The door Left is thrown open, and the COOK, an
older woman, -appears. _
COOK. Here’s 2 young woman—-I1 can’t keep her out.
Daisy ODIHAM passes her and comes in: pretiy,
20f%; destracted. The MAID has started up, the
COOK hangs, as it were, in the doorway.
- Paisy. TQuite abandoned to emotion—not ¢ very
educated voice} It’s not true—it’s-nof frue, is it? Say
s notdrne! Nt dead-—I mean; nob dead

MAID. [Affected] Yes, it’s true enough.

DAISY.-Qh, God! Oh, God! [She sinks down in the
chairs burying her forchead against the bureau-and rocking
Fer body., The COOK .crosses iothe bmndy, nours out
some and brings it to her.]

CO0K. Here, drink some of thl_s. Who are you, my
“denr? - :

[The GIRL, after repulsing it, drinks

DAISY. [Throwing up her head] What’s it mather who
Taw?® P’m nobody—Oh, God! {[Suddenly] Didn’t he
leave s word for me? Not.a word? Nothing?

Maip. I don't know; Pl askthem if wou'll tell me

1 What 's 1t ma.tter wbéxlami; wh#t’l N —-_-whst dqes aed?
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your name.

Daisy, Oh! no; what does it matter—if he’s dead?
Leave me alone. I’'m going.!

COOK, You’re not going to do anything rash?

Daisy, [Szl] wz’d] Rash? T couldn’$ see him, could
17

Maip. Mrs, Morecombe’s up there, with the police.

DaAisy. Oh! I’'m going—I’'m going ! [Suddenly
calmer—almost hard] It’s all right—thank you.

She puts aside the COOK’S hand and walks out, with
the back of her hand over her face; the MAIDS
staring after her.

COOK. Poor thing} [Coming in a little] 1say—d’you
think she’s the skeleton in the cupboard??

MaA. [Stll much upset] And they worrying me
_with their questions! What am I to sdy to them now?

COOK, That girl ought to be follered:® She mighs
throw herself in the river.

Suddenly they ses that a YOUNG MAN is standing
in the doorway;- & nice-looking young newspaper
reporier.

REPORTER. It’s all right, She és being followed.
Don’t be alarmed. She left the front door open, so I
came in to tell you that my friend won’t lose sight of
her. {Zooking at their hostile faces] I afraid I'm giving

1. Pmgoing. it MEHAES, FHERR WEERER BE.
X T Cook ZREE “you, ‘re not going to'do anything rashy, &

B REAROTR WK TMEE, THUBEE.
2. She's the zkeleton in the Cuphoard. she's—She has;

the skeletun in the cup board:=discreditable or humitiating fact
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concealed from strangers. (C. O. D. “Skeleton”)

3. Follered==followed @, ¥HIEEH accent 4 [ou]
firlol: BOENBREE, SRRHiEw, WHE er T fins Wider
=widew; winder=window; sparrer=gparrow; yellermeYecllow;
elbermelbow; hollerexhollow.
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you trouble, [He goes close to the MAID and- tries to
wldce a note in her hand] So sorry !
MAID. [Rejecting the nots] Mo s T don’s kriow who you
are or what busiviéss you’ve got here. -
REPORTER. [With an engaging smile] Oh | of courss;
if you feel like that. But it’s guite all richt. I’m
- from The Evening Sun.
Cook. Oh! That's the one that’s “Bright and
Barly?—ain’t it77  What does it want here?
REPORTER., Well, you cap imagine=<this- iz fre-
_mondously inferesting to-the public: Major Morecombe
was a real war hero ; everybody remembers that fiight
of his into Germany. So this is the room? That the
chair? {He crosses] No blood; I see« [He is swiftly touring
the room.} _
MAaIp. Excuse me, I think I’1l tell the Inspector
you're here, and you can ask him sny questions you
want. [To COOK, sotto uoce]* Watch it !
She goes out, R'zght
-REPFORTER. [To Cook} I say, before they come—
you know all the ins and outs.? Do tell mig your theory?
COOK. [Drily] Nof me. I don’t wenb none of your
" guestions—this is a private house.
REPORTER, [Hurt] I8 nof idle euriosity, Men like
Ma]or Morecombe can’t shoot ﬁhemselves without

1. That’s the ove thut"a "Ehght and E‘arry”’-w-am'f iT?
That’s=tliat is, &— that g3 The Hveéning Sun, Brighs and
Farly 3% The Evening Sun GiE, (siotto) Hap FEEW &, 8
BERY. sint (RB)=ist’l, U ain’t WEE is not, arenot,
am not fl; HRrRR AL have noty hag not &),
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mtrzgumg1 the Public.

CooK, Well, I don’t hold with? the papers If1 put
my head under the gas, I can do very well without any
fuss. ‘

" REPORTER. But you’d get it.®

COOK, - Well, Pm not goin’.to oblige, yet, nor elp*
you make s show of the poor Major neither. Lot him
rest in Deace.

REPORTER. Unfortunately, 1t’s my job not to.

COOK. Then I’d get another if I was you,:

REPORTER, Easily said, I'm afraid. '

He stands dignified and still as the DETECTIVE
eniers. The GOOK, who'is close to the door, Left,
] lingers.

REPORTER. [Handing a card to the DETECTIVE] Can
you give me any information?

DETECTIVE, None at present. Thera’ll be an
inquest.

REPORTER, Can 1 say anything?

DETECTIVE. [With a faint smile] You may say “the
police have the matter in hand>*

The CONSTABLE. enters,” and goes up to the
DETECTIVE.

CONSTABLE. Name and address of that number, Sir.

DETECTIVE. Thank you. .

The REPORTER has pricked his ears.

1, Intrxgnmg, mtngue::rouee the curosxby. (33D Fi Rk,
BRI with .. S Bl R S
. O wii v os IBFE T eenees y TR TT T Tenases) M -

He rung with the hound and holds with hare. 1A =i
3 Butyoud get it (K] ¥ ‘T;ﬁ;ﬂa—niq%ﬂm&. (it #§ fups,
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REPORTER. Any development, Inspector?
DETECTWE. Noj; and not likely to be, so lonz ag
you take up! my time.
REPORTER., Sorry, Inspector. Then Illsay good-
bye for the present.
DETECTIVE. 1 should.
Cook. Shall I show him out? [The DETECTIVE
nods.] v ‘
REPGRTER. [Weih a smild] Coldly received. Good:
morning. .
He goes out, Left, followed by the COOK.
DETECTIVE, Confound these fellers>—like fiies, the
way they buzz round a carcase. [Consulting the bit of
vaper given himl You'll coms with me and identify this
gentlemam Simpson. '
CONSTABLE. Very good, Sir.
He goes out ai & nod:from the DETECTIVE., The
DETECTIVE goes over io the bureau and takes wy
the list of names the MAID has written down. He
compares it with the name given Rim by the
CONSTABLE, and rings the Befl. The MAID
entera.
DETECTIVE, These all you ¢an think of?
MAID. No, Sir, Iwas interrupted. There might be
a few others.
DETECTIVE. [With a sharp look, showing her the paper
given kim by the CONSTABLE] Doesn’t that gentleman
come here? : .

1. Take wp=cceupy. JB: I. It takes up ®ll my time. I
My tinie is taken up with resding and writing.
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MAID. [Disconcerted] He—he has been, Sir; but not
for a long time now-t

DETECTIVE, Friend of Mrs, Morecombe Come—
the truth |

MAID. I—] think so, Sir. ‘

DETECTIVE. Friend of the Major’s, too? [The MalD
hesitates] You needn’t answer, that’s quite enough.
There was a row? over hlm—-some time back?

Maw. No, Sir—a$ least, I never—

DETECTIVE. How do ¥ou acconnt for hig ceasmg 0.
come, then?

MAID, P’m sure I don’t know 3 perhaps he’s got other
things to do.

‘DETECTIVE. How long since he came?

MAaw., About a year, I think,

DETECTIVE. Exactly ; and the Major went upstairg
fifteen months ago. Now, about that letter you posted,
You can’t remember who it was fo?

.- Mamp. No; Sir; I never read the address.
‘DETECTIVE, Sure? There’s nothing to be ashamed
of.

MAID, " Pm nob ashamed, because I didn’s read it

DETECTIVE. Well now—keep my questions to
yourself’~—gea?

MAID. [With quiverng lips] Y-yes, Sir.

1. But not for a fong time now=but he has not heen here
for a long time now.

2. Row [fafE] (=broil) $1P; NEE, (~uproar) xm, nEE;
MBS0 ; (=tumult)El; (=dispute) S35 (=Dbrawl) Pitl; S1; (=free
fight) 1. Mt I. What's the row?=what's the matter?
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DET.ECTIVE. [As the SURG“‘QN and ANNE come n]
You can go Mow.

Pha MAID gaes, Left.

SURGEON. I must be going on, Inspector. The barrel
was carefully adjusted and resting against the ‘hare
gkin; death instantaneous. Quite satisfied with Dr.
Mackay’s report ; nothing to indicate he’s got the time
wrong. So far asone can judge as yet, and from what
this Iady says, he was quite a healthy-subject. Good
day, Madam.

DETECTIVE, The inguest will be the day after fo-
morrow, Sir. Tll be faking [Lowering his voice] the
body round to the mortuary before lunch,

SURGEON, Quite. Good morning.

He goes oul, Left

:DETE(;’I‘;VE- Bit down, Madam—you must ‘be worn

out? I just want tio ask you a guestion or two. [ANNE
remains standing] Now, can you fell me why this
happened?

ANNE. . [With a quick little negative -movement] No,
I can’t. I can’.

DETECTIVE, Both the dootors seem agresd there
was np digease. What do you say fo that?

ANNE, Oh! None, ¥"m gure.

DETECTIVE, And no money troubles?

ANNE. No.

£, The barrel was carefully adjusted and resting againat
+the bare skin; adjusted—=aimed ai; resting against the bare
skin; B REIEARY 2R BRREARMER, BRKREEAS
A BN ARk LR, 3h0] B2 veting against the bare
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DETECTIVE. Comfortably off,! eh?

ANNE. Yes, both of us.

DETECTIVE. Now Ma’am — we have to know
everything—Why were you and the Ma;or on dis-
fant terms?

ANNE, We weren’s on bad terms at all,

DETECTIVE, Were you husband and wife?

. ANNE. Not in one sense..

‘DETECTIVE. Excuse me, there must have been
gomse reason for that

ANNE. Only that we agreed not to be, some ftime
ago. ’ ,

DETECTIVE, Did that suggestion emanate? from
you or from your hushand?

ANNE. From him first.

DETECTIVE, Oh! from him! And you didn’t object?

ANNE. No.

DETECTIVE, Now you see, the questmn is? Why
did the Major take his life? The Coroner’ll want fo

-know how to direct the Jury. Was it insanity, or
was there 2 good reason? '

ANNE, What does it matter? Nothing will bring
him back,

DETECTIVE, Well, that’s a way of looking at it,
but it’s not customary. A violent death like this has
to bé gone into.? When exactly did you agree to go
.your own ways?

1. Comfortably off=comfortably circnmstanced or supplied
with- money; £BEE; AMSEGH. M Well off; badly ofl.
2, Emanate [moneit] (=issue, originate); PEAs$E il A,
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ANNE. The Christmas before last.

DETECTIVE. Fifteen months. And you won’t give
me a reason?

ANNE. You must excuse me.,

DETECTIVE. [Drilyl Very well, Ma’am, It would
be better for you to be frank, but please yourself.!
Am I to take it that you know of nothing that should
make your husband take his life?

ARNNE. No—unlegg——

DETECTIVE. [Inirigued] Yes?

ANNE. Unless it was in a fit of black depression,
He was very moody.

DETECTIVE. [Disappoinied] Oh! Come!2 Had he
ever threatened to?

ANNE. Not to me. , \

DETECTIVE, It really is a pity, Ma’am, that you
can’t give me & better reason. It simply means we've
gob to look for one.

ANNE. I don’t know anything about my husmmd’s
private affairs.

DETECTIVE, But you know your own, Ma’am,

ANNE. [After o pause] What do you mesan?

DXTECTIVE, Most of us have them.

_ANNE. It sounded insulting.

DETECTIVE. [4 Uttle harder] You came in ab ten-
thirty, I believe, last nighti?

ANNE, Yes.

DETECTIVE. What time had you gone out?

1. Please yourself—do ag you please,
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ANNE, At six o’clock. .

DETECTIVE.. And between those hours? —-

ANNE. [4fter a gpause] No, Inspector, I object to
being asked questions that have mo bearing on this.
[Ske moints to the armchair.]

DETECTIVE; Madam, reservations in a case of this
sort have the worst construction! placed on them ; and
rightly.

ANNE. I can’t help that. )

DETECTEIVE. [Looking at her with a sort of admira-
tion] Was your husband in last evening when you went
oub?

- ANNE. No. He went out jusi before me.

DETECTIVE. Perhaps you can tell me at least if he
knew where you were going?

ANNE, He didu’

DETECTIVE. How can you tell that?

ANNE, Pm sure.

DETECTIVE. Would he have minded if he had
known? ‘

ANNE, I—I don’t think so.

DETECTIVE. I’m suggesting, you know, that he did
happen to know, and that this [ Pointing to the chair] was
the resulf.

ANNE. No—oh! no.

DETECTIVE, Well, Ma’am, you’re making all very
mysterious, We shall have to know where yon were
last night. :

1. Construction=interpretation of conduct, &ec, (C. O. D)
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ANNE, [Twisting her handg] 1 tell you that where I
was has no besring on this, If you persist! it won’s
help you. _

DETECTIVE. I should consult your father, if I weré
you, Ma’am, and follow his advice. P’ll be seeing you,
again before long. [He looks at the ¥it of paper given him
by the CONSTABLE, encloses it in his notebook, snaps that
to, and goes towards the door, Left]l For the present,

Madam. .
' He goes out.

ANNE, left alone, twists her hands, clasps them
on her breast, and looks restlessly about her. She
springs towards the telephone, but stops and
shakes her head. Then she rings the bell. The
MAID enters. ’

ANNE. Has that man gone, Ellen?

MAID, Yes, Ma’am. [Looking at her] They don’t seem
to bave an idea of privacy. [4fter a glance] He wanted
to know who conmies here. I had to write down all I
could think of—— [4 litle pause, and ANNE makes a
movement with hands] in the last six months.

ANNE. [Relieved] Oh! yes; of course.

* MAID, [dbout to go, and turning] Please, while you
was upstirs—there was a-—a young man too—from the
Press, :

: ) - 4 vell rings.
The front door, Ma’am. You won’t wish to see people,
I suppose.

ANNE, Only my father—I’m expecting him.

1. If you persist...if=even thdhgh.
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The MAID goes out and relurns immediaiely.
. Mamb. It is Colonel Roland, Ma’am,
COLONEL ROLAND follows her in and the MAID
 goes out. He ds tall, grey, slightly bowed, Irish
by birth with a look as of a kindly Bengal tiger
tn kis highly- coloured face. He gaes straight up
to his daughter and puis his hands on fher
shoulders.

"COL. ROLAND. My peor girll This is a dreadful

thing. ‘
ANNE. [Dully] Yes, Dad.
. COL. ROLAND, Why, in the name of the Saintg—??
_ANNE. I don’t know.
CoL. ROLAND. Surely, my child=——
ANNE. I don’t, Dad.
CoL. RoLaND. To take his own life—with his
recordi? [He looks at her searchingly ; puzzled.]

" ANNE. [After a little pause] ’ve never bothered you,
Dad, with our affairs, but Colin and I had been
strangers for a long time,

COL. ROLAND, Strangers? How’s that, Anne?

ANNE, The whole thing was a mistake, ’'m afraid,

COL. ROLAND. [Disturbed] Well, well, T won’ ask
you any questions now. It hasn’t been your fanlt, 1
know. '

ANNE. Nor his,

COL. ROLAND, P’m glad to hear that ;1 liked Colin

1. Why, in the name of saints— ? JL1%87 why ﬁﬁlﬁﬁ in
the name of Saints R FEmMERTAMNSHE, 754 ﬁ T A
%%: B BYIRE, 4w 1, ZRRTHE—Y Hi#ﬁ! gk
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service. 1I. His record is against him (C. O. D.)
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—1I liked um.! He was a fine fellow—for 2 flyin*2 man,
Have the police been?

ANNE. Yes; and the Press. _

‘CoL. ROLAND. Confound them—they’ll make a
show of if, if they can. What do the police say?

ANNE. Only that they have to know everything for
the inquest. They’ve taken all his papers.

CoOL. ROLAND. What’s in them, Anne? ]

ANNE. I tell you. Dad, I know no more of Colin than
he knew of me.

COL. ROLAND. Of you? What should there be to
know of you, my child?

ANNE. [Lowering her head—suddenly} Father, I don’t
know what’s coming of fthis. But you must believe
there was an absolute compact between us to go our own
ways., If it hadn’t been for you, we might have
thought of a divoree ; but I kaew you’d hate it so.

CoL. ROLAND, Divorce! Indeed, I would! Well the
poor fellow’s gone! In his prime!® Well— well

' The MAID enters.

Maip, Excuse me, Ma’am. This young man again
—from the newspaper.

COL. ROLAND, Tell um to go to——1% No. I’ tell
um myself. [He follows the MAID to the door, where hs
meets the REPORTER coming in] Now then, Sir, what is
it you want?

1. 1 liked um=] liked him,

2. Flyin'=flying,

3. In his prime FEffdHE4E; Eaﬁiﬁ‘jﬂiﬁﬁkﬂ. Primem=
spring of life.
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REPORTER. [To ANNE,] Mrg. Morecombs?

CoOL. RoLaND, Will you be good enough to under-
stand that my daughter has just suffered a bereave-
ment? This sort of intrusion is unwelcome.

REPORTER. Colonel ERoland, I believe? I’m extremely
sorry, Sir. It’s very distasteful to me, too. But the
Pubile ‘

CoOL. ROLAND. Damn the Public!

ANNE, What is it you 'want to know?

‘REPORTER. If you could tell me anything—about the
Major’s health, for instance ; or whether his new
seroplane design bad been refused. He was such a
distinguished man., Any news—-—

" ANNE. My husband’s health was good ; and I don’s
think he had ever offered any design lately.

REPORTER, [ Nervously] Well, thank you very much,
Of course, that adds to the mystery, doesn’s it?

COL. ROLAND. I'd be glad if you'd tell your paper,
" Sir, to keep its nose out of people’s private affairs.!

REPORTER, [Pleasantly] When you say pmvafe, you
forget the inquest, don’t you? '

CoOL ROLAND, I presume the inquest will be &
decent quiet affair.?

REPORTER, Oh! do you, Sir? I wonder!

ANNE, Are you married?

REPORTER. Yes.

ANNE. If she committed suicide, would you like
persons coming to ask you about hew?

1. To Keep;if5inose out of people’s private affairs, ARz to
put (poke, thrust) one’s nose into... &L “El; Lok £ 1]
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REPORTER, Oh! But surely-—a. paper isn’t‘ an
ordinary—-—

CoL, ROLAND. No! It’s a devilish sight worse.

REPORTER. [Ruefully] Well, Sir, really, we have to
take notice when things like this happen. What do
you supposs we’re for?

COL. ROLAND. Good day fo you.

The REPORTER hesitates a moments then, with a
murmured © Good morning—so sorry! ? goes
out,

ANNE. [With o sudden breakdown of her composure,
burying her face against her father's chest] Ohl Dad—it’s
horrible!

CoL. ROLAND., There, there, my child! Dorn’s think
about it! Go and lie down. You must be half dead.?
P’ll come back after lunch.

ANNE, Yes, I will lie down. Good-bye, Dad!

CoL, ROLAND, [Kissing her forehead] Good-bye , my
dear ; bless you! Get a good slesp.

- He goeg out.

ANNE, [Stands a moment, considering, then goes to the
telephone] Give me Chelsea 0012, , . . [4 pause]
Haven’t you got that number? [Pause] Ring them again
please, « « » [Pause] No answer?

MAID. [Entering] You said you wouldn’t see any-one; -
Msa’am, But—

ANNE, Who is it?

MAID, Mr, Darrel, Ma’am,

ANNE, Oh! [Replacihg the receiver, she stares hard at

1. You must be ]ulf‘ dead. [EW] ‘BB ML RRT

i
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the MAID, who exhibils signs of confusion] I’Il see him.
She clasps her hands. The MAID goes out, and
returns wushering in GEOFFREY DARREL, a
tall young man very constrained; who the moment
she has gone, darts forward to ANNE and Fisses

her.

DARREL, My darling!

ANNE, Geof! How could you come here? You
mustn’t, I’d just rung you up again. We simply can’t
gee each other till this is all over,

- DARREL, It’s awful for you—this! I had 6o come. 1
couldr’s stick it

ANNE, Did you meet my father going dway?

DARREL. No—nobody.

ANNE. You mustn’t stay. The Pelice—the Press;

They want to find his meotive. They’ll drag up
everything they can for the inquest.

DARREL. They don’ know about us?

ANNE. They suspect something. I'm terrified, for

Father’s sake. |

DARREL, My child, it’s Nemesiz? We ought to
have gone off long ago.

ANNE, Oh! Geof, I know; I was wrong—I wag wrong.
Why didn’t I face telling Father? But he’s so old-
fashioned, and a Catholic never——

DARREL. Thank Heaven you're free now!

©

ANNE. Last night— [Shuddering and pointing to the

1. I couldn’t sticx it. stick {#E=—put up witﬁ . e

[ FEALTEAF IR, “MBAETS
2. Nemesis [némisis] {ZFMidE5] Goddess of retribution



-~ % M M 53

EEHBELAIENGET.) R—RibR.

ﬁ@%o %%E%—‘% ﬁiﬁ%ﬁ’ﬂ%@éﬁ@%ﬁﬁsﬁ*
Bl B8, SR ISR B B L R T i YT
EHRE WA .
L BRI REEGDEESERT R, RER
EAHITBEFERETR. Ex.%iﬁﬁm%iﬁu » &
HEAFEEH.

BHRE AEENE, —ERNEE REAEEET
o RETEPET .

B BERE FHEETEA?

B BA.RARAER,

A EEERR, AEEE—REYE, ah
HETSHBARGEERE. BTRRERH, i
AR, IR TS, AR T bk,

BHRE MERMERRGER?

B RS, %E—-’f?@lﬁé, PRI
#¥o

RN R SEERRIET | RIPIR B R MR |

R W BHRLEN REST—REHT. BB
HAEESARREENRE? BEEEREENES
WA, RB—RREH BRI

SR R RAEERART!
B HREE— B, TR RO

WEZ el retributive justice, downfall that satisfies shis, smt; .
B EH. (0. 0. D)




84 THE SHOW

chair} 1’d seen him at tea-time—he seemed just as usual.
And yet, he must have known then what he was going
to do. Fle looked——! Things came back}!

. DARREL, [Jealously] Anne!

“* ANNE. Ne, noi - Only it seemed so brutal. I was all
warm coming from ¢you. And he was so white and
cold. The last thing I said to you—and he was dead
when T said it.2 [Her lins quiver.]

DARREL. Don’s, darling, don’t!

ANNE, But why—uwhy? It’s an utter mystery, If I
thonght it was because of us—I'm sure—Pm sure it
wasn's. I'm sure he never knew. Besides, I feel certain
he had someone. Geof, you mustn’t stay! Quick)
Think! What’s best? _

DARREL, Abroad. Couldn’t we go now? Must you .
be at the inquest?

ANNE, Of course! I found him. Geof, suppose it
comes oul about us? :

DARREL, (Suddenly—low]Listen! The belll

ANNE. [Breathless] Oh! [She moves to the door.]

The MAID comes in and siands staring al
DARREL.

MAID, [Low] It’s the Detective again, Ma’am.

ANNE, I can’t see anyone just now.

MaAIp, Shall I say you’re asleep, Ma’am? I don’t
think anything else’d stop him.

1. Helooked——1! Thing come back, =he looked (broken
down!)Things (=paat troubles) must have cowme back to him,

2. ‘The last thing said to you—-and he was dead when |
said it. “REFRAYERG 00EE, — TIRERTAIE S8R, i TER
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ANNE. Ask him to come again at twelve.

But as the MAID owens the door 2o go, the
DETECTIVE .enters, and shuts the door on her

DETECTIVE. Excuse me, Madam. Mr. Geoffrey
Darrel; I believe?

DARREL, [Startled] Yes.

DETECTIVE. [Showing DARREL his card] I've been
round to your rooms, Sir. About this death of Major
Morecombe—if you’ll kindly answer a question or two.

DARREL, I?

DETECTIVE. Where did you spend last evening?’

DARREL, At home, Why?

DETECTIVE. Didn’ go out?

DARREL, I went out soon after ten for a bit.

DETECTIVE. Exactly ! You parted from Mrs, More-
combe close here about ten-twenty? '

DARREL. What? How do you mean?

DETECTIVE. Now, Sir, don't prevaricate, please.
The Constable on this beat saw you taking leave of her
at that time. Was she with you at your rooms?

DARREL., What right have you %o ask these
quegtions?

DETECTIVE. 1 happen to be in charge of this case,
Sir. :
DARREL. Fve nothing on earth? fo do with this
guicide, and I can’t answer you.

1. Shuts the door on her JNHFRAPINZ&. BH: to Shut
tbe door of mercy on mankind [HF] YBAEMARMSMSNE
ptiksimat 20 '

2., On earth ZinHEiE# 251. Bin why, where, what, how
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DETECTIVE. It’s known to us that you’ve often left
this lady close to her house at night. You were with
her lash evening, and she telephoned to you this morn-
ing, It’s further known that you used to be a caller
here, and ceased to be & year ago. Now, Sir, you
received a letter from Major Morecombe this morn-
ing ...- :

DARREL. I dld not.

DETECTIVE. Excuse me |

‘DARREL, I tell you I did not. .

DETECTIVE, He wrote and posted one just before
he committed suicide, and we want it, .

DARREL. I give you my word of honour! Ireceived
no such letter.

DETECTIVE. If you d1d not reaerve this letter, it
will go far to show that your friendship with Mrs,
Morecombe was not the cause of the Major’s suicide.
Do you mind empfying your pockets? Now, Sir,
sensibly.? If you haven’t got it, it can’t do you any.
harm, p . ,

DARREL empties his pockets. The DETECTIVE
glances at the letiers.
As a matter of form, Sir, [He runs his hunds skilfully
over DARREL] Very good-! I took the Constable round
to your place, and he identified you by a photograph.

DARREL. What! You broke in?

DETECTIVE. [With a smile] You see, I didn’t know
when I’d get you, and I’ve no time to-waste.

1. Word of honour, —promise or statement made upon

one’s honeur, (Cs O. D) BARERRIER; KALk—F; B4
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DARREL. This is an outrage!

DETECTIVE, Woell; not exactly, Sir; no. There’s
just one thing I brought away that I’d like you to opan
for.me, [He goes to the door and calls] Sirapson !

The CONSTABLE apwears with o locked jopanned
boz.

DARREL, This is abominable! )

DETECTIVE. [Taking the boz—to CONSTABLE] This
s the gentleman? - )

- CGONSTABLE, Yes, Sir, ,

DETECTIVE. That’ll do, then!

The GONSTABLE goes oul-
- DARREL. Give me that box. -

DETECTIVE. Yes, Sir: I want you to open it.

DARREL. I ghall do nothing of the sort.

DETECTIVE. Then I must force the lock.

DARREL. [At hiz witsd end] Look here, that is a
horrible business for everyome. Surely you don’t
want to make it worse? I've given you my solemn

word. .

DETECTIVE, A gentleman will always give that,
Sir, to save s lady. XKindly unlock it. [Holds out the
boz.] : , :

" DARRLE, My friendship for Mrs, Morecombe has
nothing to do with this suicide. Major Morecombe
didn’t know of it ; if be had, he wouldn’t have cared—
they were quite apart. .

DETECTIVE, Exactly; and if youw’ll excuze me, 1

think you’re the reason of that.
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DARREL. Iam not.
DETECTIVE. Then what is?
DARREL. I don’t know-
DETECTIVE. In my opinion, the letter I want will
tell us.
DARREL. [Passtonately] I have had no Ietter.
DETECTIVE. We shall see thas.
DARREL. [Seizing the box] Shall we? .
But as he speaks ANNE comes from 'whm she has
- been standing, amotionless.
~ ANNE. [Very calmly to the DETECTIVE] That’s
vnough. You are quibe right. We are lovers.
The DETECTIVE makes her a little bow.
Bub yowll serve no purpese by making that public;
you'll only cause my father great sorrow. Isn’t it al}
painful enough wibboub?
DETECTIVE. [Uncomfortable] That’s as may be,
Mpa’am. - But a matter ke this has to be cleared up.
ANNE, Why?
DETECTIVE. The law takes no account of privacy
when a thing like this happens.
" DARREL. The law! It’s got no gutst
DETECTIVE. Very sensibly said, Sir. Kindly open
this box.
. DARREL. It conta.lns nothmg but private lefters
from this lady to me. ‘
DETECTIVE. .Well, we’ll just confirm that
ANNE. Open if; Geof. :
DETECTIVE. That’s nght, Ma’am ; m view of your

1. It’'s got no guts. guts=Oontente; has no guts in it=is
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admission, there’s every chance we shan’t need them.
They shall be kept under seal, and returned. '

DARREL, taking a key from his watch-chain, opens
the little box. The DETECTIVE takes out a
wacket of letters. From the jirst he takes a dried
flower and puts it carefully back into the box,
The TWO LOVERS have unconsciously clasped
hands, watching the DETECTIVE rapidly tu'ning
over letter ofter letter to see that they are all in the
same handwriting.

DETECTIVE. All correct, Sir. You’d like to sea.l
them up yourself, no doubi.

DARREL has wrenched Ris hand from ANNE’S,
and covered his eyes. . She goes to the burean
and taking o large envelope, hands it io the
DETECTIVE, who puts the letiers in and closes 4t

DARREL. Why do you take them, if you’re not
going to use them?

DETECTIVE, Well, Sir, we shan’t use them unlegs
Mrs, Morecombe contradicts the statement she made
just now. To have them will remove that temptation.
You shall have them back, Sir, just as they are, if
you’ll put your seal on them. [He lays the envelope on
the bureau. DARREL seals z.]

DARREL, Will you lét me attend the inquest
instead of her?

DETECTIVE, [Placing the envelope in his breget -
gocket] Out of the question,! Sir. [Poinis to the chairl

1. Out of the question=tco impracticable to be worth
discussing (0. Qi D.) 30K Kt FHESRREL BTN &
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She found the body.
. DARREL. The whole thing’s inhuman.t

DETECTIVE. Well, Sir, there it is. .., Off the
carpet, and you never know where you’ll land.®? But
you can trust me. "

DARREL, Will you give me your card, please?

The DETECTIVE hands him a card, and the little
Boz, empty of all except the flower.

DETECTIVE. You persist in saying you got’ no
letter from Major Morecombs this morning, Sir?

DARREL. ~ Yes.

DETECTIVE: Well, I hope we ghall get hold of i.
[Looking at his face intently] And I sincerely trust we
shan’t need—- . . ,

i ANNE moves g stew, looking at him,
[With a gesture of discomfort] My duty, Ma’am.
He goes out. The door iz shut.
Tke TWO LOVERS siand side by side without a
" word. o

DARREL. [Suddenly] What could I have done?

ANNE. [Taking his hand] Nothing, Geof. Don’t
Yook like that. It’s just fatality. I must tell Father
now. How horrible for him, how horrible! Hell
never understand ! ‘

DARREL. Wait, darling. . There’salways a chance.
This letter—— :

ANNE, He gave one to Ellen to post, it geems, jusb
peforg~——

1. Inhuman=—cruel, brutal.
2, Off the carpet, and you never know where you'fl and.
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DARREL. You say he had someone?

ANNE. But who? Wae never asked each other any.
thing. That was agreed. The letter may have been
to his mother, of course. ,

There 43 @ knock. The door is opened by the

. REPORTER,

REPORTER. Could I speak to you again for just one
minute, Mrs, Morecombe? I’'m afraid I must seem
vory intrusive———

ANNE. Yes. [The REPORTER stqnds embarrassed,
looking from one to the other] Well?

REPORTER, It’s just this. Did you know that a
young woman came to your hiouse this morning, in a
gtate of great distress? :

ANNE. A young——1 [She and DARREL exchange
a glance] No,

REPORTER. Perhaps it may throw gome light———
[He has noted their glance, and looks from one to the sther]
Luckily I had a friend, who followed her.

ANNE. [Suddenly]l Are you going to drag another

wretched woman into this? . _
~ REPORTER. [Nonplussed] Well, you see, she was in
such a state, o

ANNE. Do you want to make it worse?

REPORTER. No, indeed! Only, of courge~——Then
You can’t tell me anything abous her? '

ANNE. I know nothing of her.

REPORTER. Thank you very much. That simpli-
" fies things, anyway. I wanted to be sure. 'm very
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much obliged to you. Good morning.
ANNE, [Suddenly] My husband has a mother, to
whom he was a hero. ,
REPORTER. Oh! Could you give me her address?
ANNE. She’s-in the couniry. She must be broken-

hearted. She adored him. Don’t you realise?
REPORTER, Yes, indeed. It’s a terrible drama.
DARREL, [Grimly] Perhaps you’d like to ask why
I'm here? .
REPORTER. Oh! no, thank you. I can—er——
imagine. ‘
’ He goes-out,
DARREL. My God!
ANNE i3 standing motionless.

CURTAIN.
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ACT I
SCENE I

The Editor’s room, af the offices of ‘*The Evening Sun,” on
the following morning. The room, moderately snug, 73
longish* and narrow, the windows at the back have a
view of Fleet Sirect. Right, Forward, there is a door.
A large bureau stands between the windows. Left, is
a firevlace, - :

The EDITOR is sitting at the bureau with his back
to the fireplace. He is about fifty, shor, with an
tnvoluted and ironical face and quick eyes. He
93 dictating to his secretary, a fresh-faced girl.

EDITOR, “The object is good, of course; but in
order to strike a note with the public, 2 much bigger
name is required.” Umm! it’s a pity—the really
valuable names are in prison. Whom do you suggest,’

Miss Price? [Checking her af the first mevement of her

lips] No, no! Not a novelist—the public are fed up?

with novelists, Isn’ there a cleric?

SECRETARY. Well, of course, there’s

EDITOR, Oh! Not him! These humanitarian

stunts depend on a touch of novelty.? How about a

judge. Well—it doesn’s press. I want to see the

1. Longish—gomewhat long (4 +ish=somewhat 25
2&) #i: purplish—=somewhat purple; whitish—somewhat white;
dullish=-somewhat dull; largish =somewhat large; fincish=—tome-~
what fine 4.
" 2. Fed up to feed up (usn, passive)=patiate fuM; BT =
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News Editor. i
SECRETARY. Yes, Mr. Eagles; he’s waiting. [Goes
to the door and says] Will you come in, Mr. Kenting?
The NEWS EDITOR enters: ke is of a brisk, rather
sandy type, with a short-clipped moustache, and
a pipe in his hand.
EDITOR. Morning,! Kenting, [He iokes up a copy
of yesterday’s issue] That'll do, Miss Price.
She goes out, with a pile of finished letters.
Look here]  Who passed this paragraph on the
Morecombe suicide—about a young woman calling at
the house in a state of distress?
NeEws Ep. I did.
EpiTor. I don’t like it,
NEwsS ED. What’s wrong?
- EDITOR. Suggestive,
NEWS ED. He can’t bring a libel action?—poor chap.
EpITOR. No; but we shall have the police round
about if. 7
NEWS ED. Well, it’s all to our credif; they wouldn’é
have gof hold of it without.®
EDITOR. Yes; but this thing is sub judice.*
News ED. Not yet. -
EDITOR. That’s all very well, Kenting, but you
can’t be too careful.’ Who was the reporter?

1. Moring=—good morning ’ .
%. ;—Ie can’t bring a libel action—He EREIEEENT More-
combe, :
3. They wouldn’t have got hold of it without = The police
wouldn’t have (understood, discovered; it without us.
. 4. Sub judice (Jatin)=before the judge or court: under
judicial consideration J¢FLEEAEZENEEH, (sub judice) HUZAIEMR L
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NEws Ep. Young Forman’s on it, He’s a very
decent chap—there’s no name given. I’ve got to get
news. This Morecombe suicide is bound o make a

"gtirl He bombed farther into Germany than any
flying man we had,

EDITOR, Exdctly! But this is going o hurt his
people. .

NEws Eb. Weill Forman says the police are
running Mrs. Morecombe’s private life 2

EDITOR.. Oh! When’s the inquest?

NEws Ep, To-morrow.

The SECRETARY enters with a card.

EDITOR. [After glancing at it, makes a. face, and
hands it to KENTING] Here we are, you see.

NEws Ep. [Reading] Lady Morecombe. Who’s
that—his mother?

EpITOR. Show her in, Miss Price. This is up to
¥you, Kenting. .

They stand atatiention? LADY MORECOMBE, i3
a little grey-hairved lady in black, wiry and of a
Highland type. The contrast between her Litile
FRgure and the tall form of COLONEL ROLAND,
who accompanies her, is siriking.

1. Stirzzsensation. 7 PEREEH, YRS 2IFHE I sensation
FYRE, SUERIRE SREY ; BEY; MEARR. BNSE AR TH
ETHEE, ATHILEE, BEE—B, BRMRTUSR, SHERT sensa-
tion. AFMF—HBERBTHEA HARBRESSDATRIET,
MEFRMATURERTBIET sensation. FELWHINIGES, BEM
— R EAERER.

2, Forman says the police are runmng Mrs, Morecombe's
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private life. 3% run % investigate (E%) MWBEBETRL. MR to
run business, to run a person # run §%F (=<to manage; to
conduet) FH, R ESTT. H: 1. Who'is ranning the
business? 2 Who is running the show?

3. Stand at attention, Stand ab (or come to) attention,
(military attitude of readiness,) {EHIIZIE BBk '




78 ' THE SHOW

- LADY M. Give me that paper, Colonel Roland.
[Tating a newspaper from COLONEL ROLAND'S hand]

Are you the edifor?

EDITOR. Yes.

LADY M. [With intense suppressed feeling] Why do
you put this about my son?

EDITOR. We were just discussing that, Lady
Morecombe. This is the news edifor, Mr. Kenting.

LADY M. Is it you who are responsible?

NEws Ep. I passed it. What do you object to,
Ma’am? It’s a fact. “ ’

LADY M, ‘A young woman in great distress”l I
suggesta—suggests—! I was in the country when I
had this awful news. I come up; and this is the first
thing I see. i

NEws Ep. It’s quite vague—no name—might be
anyone. '

LADY M. Don’t you know peopls better than that?
The worst construction, of course, will be put.

NEWS ED, Very sorry if it hurts you, Lady More-
combe; but you don’t realise, I’'m afraid, that an
inquest makes everything publicc. We’re merely
helping to get at the truth as quickly as possible.

LADY M. The truth? What is that to you?

EpITOR. Immense subject, that, Lady Morecombe.
The Press is the chief safeguard against injustice of
all sorts. Secret enquiries are to no one’s interest in
the long runt

1. In the long run=in the end (0.0.D.) ¥KF; L3k,
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LADY M. [With passion] That is cant. You want
to sell your paper. And because of that, my son, who
can’t defend himself, is to be blackened—his affairs
hawked about on the street.

EDITOR. [With a sort of dignity] It’s hardly as
simple as that. We do want to sell our paper, of
course. A Press that doesn’t pay its way,! can’t live.
But if there’s a villain in the piece, it’s the Public,
Lady Morecombe—not us.

LADY M. Will you contradict this pa.ragra.ph?

EDITOR, I appreciate your feelings, but I assure
you it would serve no purpeose. The inquest will bring
out every circumstance, and more, that concerns your
son’s death.

LADY M, But for? your meddling, this would never
have been known.

EDITOR. [Subtly] You admit it, then?

Lapy M. I admit nothing against my son; he was
a hero. . . .

EDITOR. Quite! But don’t you want to know the
reason of his suicide?

LADY M. It is known to God.

EDITOR. Ah! T’m afraid He will keep it to Him~
gelf. If no one else is to know, the blame may be
wrongly assigned. I am told, for instance, that the
police believe it fo be’due to Mrs.. Morecombe’s
conduct,

1. Pay its way, pay one’s way=xnot get into debt;==live
whitout running into debt. HtA B HiHlIE H. H#k doesn’t pay its
way AR AT E.
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for. FHR. > s B ¥ 3
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ColL, ROLAND. What?
EDITOR. I beg your pardon.
CoL. RoOLAND. That lady is my daughfer, Sir.
Be good enough to explain yourself. i
The EDITOR looks at the NEWS EDITOR.
NEWS Ep. Yow’ll find that the police ara following
a clue in that direction.
CoL. ROLAND. What devil’s gossip’s this? Speak
pubi
NEws Ep. Entirely in conﬁdencel——that is the line
they’ra going on. Our reporter——
CoL. ROLAND. Ahl What d’you mean by send-
ing people to meddle with private affairs?
NEWS ED. [Angrily] That’s not the way to——
EDITOR. One moment, Kenting. [He sounds a beil]
Forman, you gaid?
KENTING ncds sullenly. The SECRETARY fas

‘appeared. ‘
EDITOR. Miss Price, if Mr, Forman’s in, agk him fo
come here. She goess

+ EpITOR. Now, excuse my, all this is very human,
but we should be glad of civility. I’s often very
difficult to decide between private susceptibilities® and
our duty to the Public.

CoL, ROLAND. What concern is it of the Public?
What business bave you fto feed their confounded
curiosity? Thank God, there’s a law of Iibell

1. In confidence:==a3 a secret.
2. Susceptibilities [soseptibilitiz] (often in plural)=sensitive
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NEws Ep. Yes; butb it won’t lie against the police.?
We haven’t said anything about your daughter.

EpITOoR. This shows you, Lady Morecombe, how
important it is that everything should be known, if the

- veal truth is o come ont.
Befors LADY MORECOMBE can answer, the
REPORTER enters.

EDITOR, Mr. Forman, I understand you have the
Morecombe case in hand. Here are Major Moracombe’s
mother and Mrs. Morecombe’s father.

REPORTER. Yes, Sir. [He bows.]

- CoL, ROLAND., Whathave you been saying about
my daughter? '

REPORTER. [Uneasy] Well, Sir, after I saw you, I
had a question to put to Mrs. Morecombe about the

.young woman who came there yesterday morning——

LADY M. [Breaking in] It’s you, then: who are
responsible for this calumny? on my son? )

REPORTER. [With a glance at KENTING] Really, I
simply carry out my orders.

CoL. RoLAND, What did you tell your chief about
my daughter?

" REPORTER. Merely what I gathered from my own
observation. There’s nothing about that in the paper.

LADY M, Why did you invent that lie about this
woman?

REPORTER. [Angry] Lie! She was Major More-

1. But it won’t lie against the police, lie (Law)==be admis-
sible or sustainable % : I. No action {or appeal) will_li'e. %
PAARHCOERE. 11, A criminal action lies against him. 3G
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2. Calumny [k’zlomnni] =malicious misrepresentation; false.
charge; slanderous report. (Ou O. D) Hifl; HIE; RS ; ¥l
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combe’s mistress, by her own account.
LADY M. {[Mastering herself agwin] If she was, what
’has that to do with his death? :
NEws Ep. That, I take it, will be for the Jury.
LADY M. Will you give me her address, please?
REPORTER. [To the EDITOR] Am I to give i5, Sir?
EpITor. Yes.
- REPORTER. Miss Odiham, 48 Burdells Buildings,
Fulbam.
LADY M, [Writing it down] Are you coming, Colo-
niel Roland ? ' )
CoL. ROLAND. Justa moment. [To EpITOR] Do
I understand, Sir, that your paper will make no further
allusion to this death except to report the inguest?
EDITOR, ([After a moment’s pause] To give yon thas
assurance would be to admit my paper in the wrong,!
which I am far from doing. I must be guided by
events.
Lapy M It’s ghoulish?—ghoulish ! .
She turns and gose out,
COL. ROLAND, You bad better give me that
assurance, ©
EDITOR. No, Sir. The Press is not to be abused
and hectored in-this manner. »
CoL. RoLaND. Very well. I shall go straight to
my lawyers. -
He follows LADY MORECOMBE out.
EDITOR. This'll never do. If they get hold of the

1. In the wrong 2% in the right ey, ol “4Es, &
Z®. Az 1. They are both in the wrong MM AREE. (FHH
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girl and spirit* her away, we shan’t be able to substan-
tiate our paragraph. - We must keep the whip-hand.?
Mr. Forman, cut off® ab once and get her away yourself.
REPORTER, IfI can, Sir..
He goes out.
EDITOR. What a littletigress! And that old Irish-
Indian!
NEws Ep. Peppery devil |
EDITOR, They seem to think one wants to hurt
their feelings.
The SECRETARY enters. -
SECRETARY. . Detective-Inspector Flayne, from
Scotland Yard, wishes to see you, Mr. Eagles.
EDITOR. [Groans] What did I tell you, Kenting?
Bring him in.
The DETECTIVE enters. He looks from one to
the other.
DETECTIVE., I’ve called about your paragraph on
the Morecombe suicide, Sir.
EDITOR. Yes?
DETECTIVE. What’s this about a girl?
EDITOR. Well, Inspector, we have some news that
you haven’t, as yet. ‘
DETECTIVE. Excuse my saying so but this is en-
tirely = matter for the police. We don’f; want any
interference. If you wish o give me your infopma-
tion, you can ; otherwise I’'m afraid we shall have to

1. Spirit,—=convey (usu. away, off, &c.) rapidly and secretly
¢as) Ly agency of spirits. &« (C. 0. D.)
2, Whip.hand, to have (or get) the whip.hand Ofvany 15
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geb an attachment for contempt. .

EDITOR, I don’t think you can, - The matter’s not .
yeot sub judice.

DETECTIVE. [Drily] We shall see that.

EDITOR. We have our duty to the Public as well
as to you, Inspector. This is a mysterious business,
and Morecombe was the best-known flying man we had,
far and away.

DETECTIVE. Am I to have that young woman’s
name and address ? _

EDITOR. Well, we want to give you every assist
ance. But I think we’re entitled to a little kudes,?
Inspector.

DETECTIVE, Now, Sir. Hindering the law——

EDITOR. Helping.? In return for $his information
~favoured nation terms in régard to anything you
give outb fo the Press—eh?3

"DETECTIVE, Allright. That’s understood.

EDITOR. Give him the address, Kenting.

NEws Ep. Daisy Odibam, 48 Burdells Buildings,
PFulham. ¢

DETECTIVE. [Entering it in his fnotebook] Thank you,
Good morning.

- He gpes out,

1. Kudos fkjfi:dos] (slang) = fame; glory; 2% RTH;
2.

2, Helpiag, {fi§F5# hindering the law; {lijg}& helping, gp
helping the law > i%. .

3. In return for this information-—favoured nation serms
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NEwS ED. [Ag-in looking at his watch:] If Forman’s
smart, all our friends will find the bird flown.! What
thgn?

EpiTOR. We'll see. I'm just a liftle fed up,? Kent-
ing. The Press gets ail the hlame for the nabural
instinets of mankind. I don’t care what fhey say,
curiosity is the greatest thing in the world; ’'m quite

" keen myself to know why Morecombe commitfed
suicide. I suppose he did 2

NEws Ep, Yes. No improving on that.? )

EDITOR, [Following out his own line of thought]
Someone’s got to stand up'for? the man in the street.b
Why shouldn’s he know?¢ News—so long as it’s true.
P’m not going to be dictated to by those people. Go
ahead as if they didn’t exist. Ordinary discretion and
decency, of course. We’ll produce the girl if the
police want her. But it does them no harm to know
that we’re more spry than they ars. That’s all now,
Kenting. Send in Miss Price again, will you?

As the NEWS EDITOR turns to go out, he reseats
himself and turns over some papers.

CURTAIN,

1. If Forman’s smart, all our friends will find the bird
flown, [HE2] BnE S HEAEE, TRENZERRALAT. Fiil &
SHEEE, RREEELBANHEEE, T34 Dalsy Rk ANKE
(RIS RS Ak 8D ¥R AT Daisy T#. find the bird fown °F
FABMRET, ¢ ‘Daisy Bk, RAEBRT Z8. :

2. A little fed up HHGEBMET. fed 5:8. P. 72

3. No improving on that. #iFHidREDi: I suppose he did3)’
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4, To stand up for=to side with; to maintain; to support
ARe; B 89; (0. 0.D.)

5.. Man in the street,—ordinary person (J. O. D.)
6. Why shouldn’t he kaow? he 3§ the man in {he street
HHE. :



SCENE I

A litile later, the same morning.
The Morecombes’s Study, still curtained, with daylzyht
coming through the curtaing in narrow streakss

Az the curtain goes uyp, the MAID enters, turning up

the light and showing in MR. ODIHAM and his
DAUGHTER, The girl is drooping, and seems to
have been crying. Her father i3 a short man. of
the housepainter type, with all the oddeth and
reserved, judgments of the cockney workman.

MAID. Mrs., Morecombe’s at lunch. What name
shall I tell her?

OpmAM, Odiham. [He pronounces it Oddium] and
make it special, if it’s all the same to you,

The MAID goes out. The Two stand disconsolate.
DaA1sY. [Suddeniy] Oh! Daddy, I can’t bear to see her!
OpisaM. Come now, Daisy, she won’t eat you. If

they’d done with each other; as you keep tellin’ me~——

DaisY. Oh! They had— they had!

ODpIHAM, Perk up,! then, and let’s put the hat on it.2
It’s the only way to stop these noospaper?® chaps, [He
takes a folded paper out of his side pocket. ANNE enters.

ANNE., Yes? You wanted to see me?

The GIRL gasps.

1. Perk up, perk (also perk up)=lift one’s head, thrust one-
self forward briskly or impndently; (trans.) smarten (up); hold
(up) (head, tail) gelf.asgertively; (0. 0. D) B ‘B HBHRAE;
WEURIE, WAL 28BN ERR, 1B Sk T, WA Odiham
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2. Le#’s put the hat on it gjl let us put an end to it. ZH.
3. Ncospaper—newspaper, Fi{ik.
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OpIHAM, That’s right, Ma’am. You’re keepin’
well, I’ope?! [Smoothing his trousers] P’r’aps? I onghtn’t
to’ a8 brought my daughter *are,* but fact is—when you
can’t get out of a thing, you’ve gob to face it.

. ANNE, [Looking intently at the GIRL] I see.

OpiHAM, Did you notice this in yesterday’s Evenin’
Ma’am?

ANNE. [Taking the newspaper] Yes.

OpiHaM. I get it every day with my saupper. Of
course, when I read it last night, I’d no idea it was my
daughter. I just’appened to show it to ’er, an’ thas
fatched it all qut of ’er sudden—about ’er and your
asband, Ma’am, First I kuew of it,an’ that’s the truth.
And of course as to what you know, I can’t tell.

. ANNE, Nothing. ’

ODIHAM. Dear, dear! Woell. I always say—When
you once begin to iell the fruth, it don’s do to stop
sudden, " There’s no denying the liaison, it seems. Of
course ’er mother was Irigh, an’ brought *er up too strict,
And bein’ in a restaurant, she’s liable to admiration.
Bui I never dreamed of ’er >avin’ a prwaﬁe life, and 1
can only ask you to look over it.

ANNE. [Coldly] There’s no need.

OpIHAM:. You see, this noospaper *ints that “the gir]
in distress,” as they call ’er ’ere, is the cause of the
catastrofe. And, of course, she fells me she ain’t.

1. ’Ope=hope,
2, P'r’aps=perhaps
3. ?A=have
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Daisy, tell the lady about what you told me about when
you saw the Major last.

ANNE. Yes, tell me.

DAISY. [Choking a little, but masteriny her voice] Oh,
Madam, I—I saw him the evening before—he—he—.
He took me down to Richmond. Madam, I’m sure I’'m
nob the cause of—of what happend. He was just as nice
as ever he could be, and I—1I didn’t give him any—
trouble, ever. We never—never had any words. [She
covers his face ;recovering with a brusque movement] I was
too fond of him. I adored him. I wouldn’s ever have
given him any trouble.

ANNE, [Quietly] You cams here yesterday mormng,
didn’t you?

DaISY. I was crazy; and a8 I went away & man
followed me. - He told me he’d have to tell the polics
if T didn?s give bim the truth. I lost my head, and I
don’t know what I said. And then they go and put this
in the paper. ‘There was no call! for anything to come
out about me. Oh} if I’ve done him a mischief® I
wouldn’t have hurt him for the world!® [She masters
. herself with dificulty,]

ODIHAM, [With heat] Ab! You don’t know where to
have these nooospaper fellers, they’re all over itf
There’s another after ’er now—wants ’er fo.go away

1. Call=duty; neel; fifl: I. You have no call to blush.
II. I have no call fer luxuries. Iil. you have no «all to do
ihig. (0. 0.D.)

2. Oh!if Pve doze him a mischief: Ohl if...=I am
soxry if.

3. 1 wouldn’t have hurt kim for the wozld. [tﬁ‘_ﬁ] R
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an’ ’ide ’erself. I said to him:  “What game is this?
She’s got nothin’ to do with this fradegy.” But ’e kept -
on, §ill I thought to meself:* “I got to stop this, some'-
‘Zow. The only way is to go to ’eadguarters,”® I didn’t
like to bring her ’ere, but I ’ave. And, what’s more; I
believe %e’s followed us.

ANNE, Pm sure he has.

ODIHAM. He’d better watch it. My girl may *ave

done wrong, but she’s a good girl, and 1 stand by her.
From what she says, she ain’t accessory to the fact, and
if yowd just tell this feller the reason of your *usband’s
havin’ done what he did, Ma’am—and stop ’em gluin’
their noses to the shop winder.® -~
ANNE, I don’t know the reason.
OpiHAM. [Blank] Aow!* “Veiled in mystery.” I
thought, as the paper said that, you’d be sure to know
reely.® [Seratching his head] Well, some’ow it’s got to
be stopped. ’Er name ain’t mentioned yet.

ANNE. My father, and my husband’s mother bhave
gone down to the office of this newspaper ; but Pm afraid
it’s too late. The police will have seen this paragraph,
and follow it up,® I suppose.

OpaM, [With anger] Call that English! It's a
terrible thing for my girl, if they’re goin’ to make ’er
public,

*

1. Meself=myself,

2. ’Eadquarters = headquarters, $h% % ¥ morecombe®
!ﬁgé Stop ’em gluin® their noses to the shop winder. i uid
e L

i Tl E
B R T A B A R
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ANNE. I#s terrible for us all, Mr.—

OpiaM, Oddium,

ANNE. [7o the GIRL] Did you get a 1ef.ter from
Major Morecombe this morning?

DaisyY, No. And he never said good-bye spscial
when I left him on Sunday. I can’t hardly believe
he’s gone.

ANNE. Can you think of any reason? A

DaAisY. [Shaking her head] Nol! Only sometimes
he’d. be silent suddenly, and look—-

ANNE, Yes.

ODIHAM. Savin’ your presence, Ma’am, I don’s
think a mar’s the right to leave everybody like this
gapin’ for news of why;1 I don’, reely.

ANNE, If seems he wrote a letter, but to whom we
don’t know ; it might throw licht if we eould trace it.

ODIHAM, Ah! well—it’s a warnin® against ’avin’?
g private life.

The MAID enters,

MaIp. That young man from the newspaper wants
to see this—gentleman again.

ObmHAM. Ah! I thought he’d bob up.?

Maip: Do you wish to see him, Mr. Odiham?

ODIHAM. |[Shifting from foot to foot] Reely, Ma’am,
it’s 80 noo* to me—all this. Would you advise me to?

1. Savin® your presence, Ma’am, I don’t think a man’s
the right to leave everybody like this gaping for news of why 3
Saving your presence gfi saving your reverence—(ZEEB IR 2 &
8 man’s=a man has. like this paping for news of why *EuZ#al

RZ%, RV EERBRESR PN, 2
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ANNE. Perhaps you’d better. Ask him to come in®
Ellen.

ELLEN opens the door, and the REPORTER enters.

.REPORTER. [To ANNE] How do you do, Ma’am?

Please forgive me—but my paper is so anxious to
minimise any consequences of that paragraph.

ODIHAM. [Sullenly] You should ’*al thought o’
that before. What call ’ad you? I've always read
your paper and enjoyed it.

REPORTER. Exactly, Mr. Odiham,

ODIHAM. [Agape]l ’Ow’s that?

REPORTER. If you didn’t enjoy cases like this, we
ghouldn’t put them in, you know.

ODIHAM. Aow!

REPORTER. But you’ve changed your mind, I hope.
Do let me see that Miss Odiham goes into the country
quietly till the inquest’s over. That’s the only way
to keep her out of it all. )

ODIHAM. And what about her job?

REPORTER. She could be indisposed. We pay all
expenses. -

ODIHAM, What do you say, Daisy?

DaAIsy. Oh! Yes, yes. »

REPORTER. Come along, then, at once. We’ll send
your things down after you this afternoon.

ODIHAM. [With sudden distrust] ’°Ow am I to know
you’re on the square?3

REPORTER. [With a disarming gesture, very simuply

3i. ’A=have
2, O'=of
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and nicely]l Mr, Odiham, anyone can see thab your
daughter is very—sad. 1 really am quite a decent
chap.
ANNE. You can trust him.
REPORTER. Thank yow: .
But as he speaks, the door, Left, is opened, and
LADY MORECOMBE and CCOLONEL ROLAND
« come in and stdnd, taking in the situation.
Lapy M. Is this the young woman?
ANNE. Yes.
LADY M. [To the GIRL] We have been to your
address. :
ANNE, They came here to see if anything could be
done. ,
LADY M. [7b the REPORTER] And you?
REPORTER. I was told fo try and prevent things
going further, Lady Morecombe,
LADY M. [Advancing—to the GIRL] Is it true, as
this man says, that you were my son’g~—?
DAISY. [Very low] Yes.
LADY M. Isit true that he did this because of you?
DAisy [Louder] No. ’
LADY M. [To the REPORTER, who is about to speak]
You hear that? Leave us, pleass,
REPORTER. I regret
LAY M. Regret what sells your paper? Never!
REPORTER. Forgive me. that’s very unfair. I'hate
this sort of thing as much as you, bué I can’t help the
public taste. '~ Ask Mr. Odiham, ask anybody !
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He goes out, Left.

CoL. ROLAND. [Crossing theroom] Anne, I want to
speak to you. )

He takes her arm and they go out, Right.

LapY M. Did you take my son away from his wife?

DaisY. No! Oh,no!

LADY M. What are you?

OpiHAM. I’d be obliged if you wouldn’s tease ’er,

-Ma’am. She’s ad a great shock,

LADY M. So bhave L.

ObiHAM. Excuge me, that ought to give you a
fallow-feelin’.

_ Daisy. I'd have done anything for him,

LADY M. [More softly] 1 am an old woman, in greaf
grief. I only want the truth, so as to know how best
to serve my son’s memory.

Daisy. Tell me what to do, and I’'ll do it, if I ean.
- ODIHAM, We're all in the same cart,! I think.

LADY M. You're right. . Will you deny your
relationship to my son?

ODIHAM. [Seratching his head] Perjury? That’s
awk 2

LADY M. Is it known to anyone except that news-
paper man?

DAIsY. Not of my telhng,

ODIHAM. You can’t keep them sort of things* dark
if the police get after it: To be irregular’s one thing;

1. We ’re all in the same cart—=We ’re all in the same boat.
2. Awk=awkward {UEXIAIMNE, :sa’tﬁ'..ﬁ, ﬁ?tﬁ%‘ﬁ.éﬁ

—%§ mannerism. $i: Let me have a choc. (choc=chocolate

3. Not of my telling, fli ‘ﬁ‘&ﬁﬁ-ﬁﬂv%ﬁ%rﬁ)\ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁ»



- B Bhom 109

eI RITE o -
B (EENESEBGE)EM, REMRREIE.
mﬁ'ﬁTf@Kéﬁ%’—,ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ‘]Fﬂ,*ﬁ%ﬁﬂo

B GERFEERGRTF AOEEFEETER?

Bl . W AR,

B RE{TEEE

ERES BRI, REMAMFHES. B
TFEERXTRAMITET.

B RUESE—RBBETRITE,

EREEsy B MEKREEEALE, BT —ERF
SRy

B EERMNE, REERTES, R0

B (RIS IREEENSE, T TEREAN
o e R AR EAIA; IR
B EEFRHE, FRARERE TSN
2, HERER T o

Bm ffgﬂﬁ%ﬁ%,%’p‘i‘%dﬁcﬂﬁ”ﬁo RERMGED], A
Biay.

REEh RMEARS—EOEREET, EEZFETE
Er R

B B BRI FTARREE—8: FNRRTE
AR PRS2

EREEsE R J0MBAERRRY FPRRHET

B EEEE, BTN B2 AR A HNASE?

BE RES, ATERIAERM.

LRSSy SSMEEGE, RI—BIERK, HWRATRMEET .
BATAS B3, BEERE T, AIEERES,

MAFEEEE R Sk Z K. of=through
4. Them sort of thiag g that sort of thing Z#Et.




110 THE SHOW

but o swear you ain’h if you are, is askin’ for frouble.

LabpY M. How long had you known my son?

DAISY, Nearly a year.

LADY M. Had you an allowance from him?

DaAisy, Never. It was for love.

LADY M. Will you go quietly away by yourself as
-once?

DaAIsy. Oh! yes.

But as she speaks, COLONEL ROLAND refurns by
the gjoar Right. He is extremely grave.

LADY M. [To him] She will go away at once.

CoOL. ROLAND, Impossible.

I.ADY M. Why?

He shales his head. LADY MORECOMBE, after
] staring at him, speaks to the Odihams.
Will you wait a minute or two in the dining-room
opposite,
The ODIHAMS go out, Left.
Why nof, Colonel Roland?

CoOL. ROLAND, Anmpe.

LapY M. Unfaithful?—

CoL. ROLAND, Colin and Anne went their own
ways. But Colin had this girl; Anne’s conduct could
have had no bearing on his death. If the police know
the whole, they will see that.

LADY M. You mean to give them this girl’s name?
JUOLONEL ROLAND nods] It’s treachery to the dead.

CoL. ROLAND. I can’t have Anne disgraced.

LADY M, Does she want Colin’s name blackened ?
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CoL, RoOLAND. No. Buf Anpe’sall Pve got. To -
have her tarred and feathered® before my eyes! .
LaDY M. And I? [With emotion] Isn’t it enough
that my boy is dead?
She places her hand on the door just as the MAID
comes in. '
MaiD. The detective, my lady. Shall I tell the
mistress? '
LADY M. [In alarm] Where?
MAID, In the hall, my lady.
LADY 1!1 And those people?
MAID, In the dining-rcom.
_LADY M. Has he seen them?
MAID. I don’ think so, my lady.
LADY M, Bring him in here at once!
The MAID gaes,
Colonel Roland! You won’ tell him—you can’t!
COLONEL ROLAND throws his head back and
stands very still. The DETECTIVE comes in
briskly. ‘
DETECTIVE. - Lady Morecombe? Your gervice.?
Colonel Roland, I believe? . I’ve come to see your
daunghter, Sir.
CoL. Roramp. 1’1l fetch her. -
Hegoes out, Right.
DETECTIVE. Sad business, my lady. Can you tell
me of anything that bears on it? '

1. ‘Tarred and feathered, tar and feather (8 man)=—smear
with tar and tl:en cover with feathers as punishment. }§ A 533 E
i, 6 b RE, Hraa R, BTN SURDSSRIES.
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LADY M. Nothing.

DETECTIVE. Yon had no letter from your son?

Lapy M. No. 3

DETECTIVE, Are you giaying here?

LADY M. Yes.

DETECTIVE. Possibly you’d like to w1thdraw ;b
must all be very trying.

LADY M.. No, thank you. I’ll stay.

DETECTIVE. As you wish, my lady. B\ut it may
be a bit painful for you.

LADY M, Iam used to pain.

DETECTIVE. [A4s ANNE and her FATHER comé in
Right] Excuse me, Major Morecombe never had shell’
shock, had he?

LapYy M. No: but he went through every horrop
in the war.

DETECTIVE, [Soberly] We all did that. [Zurning
to ANNE] I’ve received information, Mrs, Morecombe,
that & yonung woman called here the morningfafter the
event, in great distress, I have her address, but before
1 see her, I°d like to ask you what you know about the
matter. [From his central position he loses mo gesture,
neither the assenting movement of COLONEL ROLAND’S
head, nor LLADY MORECOMBE’S " infense ngzdzty, nor
ANNE’S compressed lips.]

ANNE, . Nothing.

DETECTIVE. Not aware of any reason why she .
should have come? ’

ANNE, - Ne.
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DETECTIVE. Never saw her? [Again he misses
nothing—neither COLONEL ROLAND’S jerked-up hand,
nor LADY MORECOMBE’S quick durg and look at ANNE,
nor the droop of ANNE’S eyes, rmsed again as she speaks.

ANNE, No.

.~ DETECTIVE. This is a delicate matter, but I’d like

a frank angwer from someeone. No knowledge of any
intimacy between Major Morecombe and this young
woman? [To ANNE] Madam?

ANNE., No,

DETECTIVE, [To LADY MORECGMBE] My lady?

LADY M. No.

DETEETIVES. [To COLONEL RoLaND] You, Sir?

There 4s a moment of suspense—a tiny shake of
ARNE’S head, @ movement of LADY MORE-
COMBE’S hands.

~ COL.~ROLAND. [After qlong Breath, with eyes almoat
closed] No. [A moment’s silence.]

" DETECTIVE. In that case, as they’re in the dining-
robm, P’ll bave her and her father in. [He watches the
sansation] Xindly send for her, Madam.

ANNE moves io the bell by the fireplace. COLONEL
ROLAND iakes & long breath of relief.

LA’DY M. Leave my son alona!

DETECTIVE. [Quietly] My Lady!

LADY MORECOMBE, clasping her little thin hands
together, sways slightly ;' then sinks down on to
the chair at the burean.

The MAID enters, Left,
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ANNE, Ask Mr. and Miss Odiham to come in. .
The MAID goes out.

DETECTIVE, 1 quite understand your reluctance,
but, you'll excuse me—we want the truth.

ODIHAM and his DAUGHTER come . in from the
Hall. The DETECTIVE looks shrewdly at the
girl, and beckons her up to him.

DETECTIVE, I’m the detective in charge of this
mabter. Your name is Daisy Odiham, of 48 Burdells
Buildings?

DAISY, Yes.

Her FABHER closes up to her ; COLONEL ROLAND
18 at the fireplace ; ANNE by the armchair.
DETECTIVE. You came here yesterday morning ?
DaAIsY, whose eyes move restlessly, is szlent.
Anawer, please. «

‘Dailsy. - Yes.

DETECTIVE. Why?

Daisy. I was upset.

DETECTIVE., By what?

‘ODIHAM. * [Stepping forward] What d’you want to
worry my girl for? She knows nothin® o’ this.

DETECTIVE. We shall see, [T0 DAISY] You heard
of this death—what was it to you? _ ,

-Dalsy. It’s cruel ! [Ske suddenly covers her face.]

ODIHAM. What do you call this? I tell you she
knows nothing of why the Major shot hisself.

DETECTIVE. She’ll have to answer on oath tomor-
row in the box.? unless she answers me now. [7o

1. Hisself—=himself >3,
2. Teanswaron oath tomorrow in the box, box B} witneas
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Daisy] Come! What was the Major’s death to you?

DAISY. [Freeing her face and flinging out the word]
The world!

DETECTIVE. You mean e was the world?

Dalsy, Yes.

DETECTIVE. And you to him?

LADY M. [Sharply] Only my son could answer that.

DETECTIVE,. [Staring steadily at DAISY] She knows
what-I mean. Were you?!

DAISY. [Stony of a sudden] No.

The gestures of surprise from ANNE and, COLONEL
RoLaND, LADY MORECOMBE’S relief, and
ODIHAM’S uneasiness—the DETECTIVE marks
them all:

DETECTIVE. When did you see the Major last?
Dalsy. The day befors he—
DETECTIVE, Where?
DAIsY. At Richmond.
DETECTIVE, Now come—speak t‘.he truﬁh——you
were on terms with him?
Dai1sy. No.
-DETECTWE. [With a faint smile] And yet he was
the world to you. What are you?
DaisY. [Sullenly] Waitress.
DETECTIVE. Respectable profession. You were
pursuing this gentleman, then?
Daisy. I loved him.
DETECTIVE, With no result?

1. Were you?=Were you the world to him?
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Daisy. I won’t be questioned any more.
DETECTIVE, [Soothingly] Now, now
ODIHAM edges closer to h'zs daughter and pulls her
sleeve.

Ah! You understand that it’s no good felling lies to
the Law. Your daughter was the Major’s=——Comes
it’s only fair to every one, oub with it !
. ODIHAM. Can’t you see she’s *ighsterical ?*

" DETECTIVE. [To DaisY] Give me the letter yon

bad from Major Morecombe yesterday morning.
~DAISY, I never had one.

" DETECTIVE. What? When i gave you the news

that brought you round here?

DAisY, Ii'salie! Yread i inthe paper.

DETECTIVE, [For the first time sharply] Don’t speak
to me like that, my givl. Just answer my quesbions;
and give me that letter. a

. DaisY. Ohi Won’t somebody help me?

-+ COL. ROLAND. [With a step forward] Leave the

wretched girl alone! [In a tone of old days] Do you
hear me, Inspector? ]
" DETECTIVE, Yes, Sir; but we’re not in the Army
now. And, excuse my saying so, it’s not fo yomr
interest, or to your daughter s, that she should refuss
to answer me.

LADY M, '[Rising] She has answered you,. Whas
she has said she will repeat on oath. She admired my

. 1. ’Ighsterical gl hysterical 23t BBRET b & 438 v
R (2118785 DA ighsterical MRk, HRID cockney shRE .
bysteria sERiEMRIERCR M) Bt B WIS R R, B2 UE
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son—many did—she loved him, if you like. And—
that—is—all. [She says this with such incisivn and
Fnality that the DFTECT!VE 48 for the moment thoroughly
taken aback.]

DETECTIVE, Tell me why your son committed
guicide, and I will leave it at that, my lady.

LAapY M. 1 cannot; but you will leave it at that, all
the same.

DETECTIVE. [Recovering himself] Now, this is all
very natural, no doubt, but it gets us no furthers [7To
the GIRL] I’l give you a last chance. If you aren’d
frank, I shall start engniring, and you best know how
that’l} suit you.

Daisy. [With sudden passion] I won’t teH you a
thing—net & thing—not if ever sol I won’ say a
word to hurf him !

ODIHAM. [Warningly] Daisy |

Daisy. Well, I won’t. He’s dead.

LADY MORECOMBE gpuls her litile thin hand on
the girl’s arm and gives it « squeeze.

DETECTIVE. [Impassively] That’s the Law defied, if
ever I heard it

CoL. ROLAND. “De mortuis nil nisi bonum,’?2
Sergeant.

DETECTIVE. Precigely, Colonel ; I know bhe saying.
But it’s my business to put the case up to the Coroner -
with every circumstance that’ll throw light on this

1. Thatis the Law defied, if ever | heard it [ 5] ‘25,
HEARIL, FEBSAFNIE (a defiance of the Law) #, Mk
FERARRER R BESRET AR KLAMSRT’
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death. [He crosses to the door, opens 4t and says] Sim-
pson, ask that reporter to come in. ,
OpizAM,. Why, this is the ruddy Inquisition!
Come a.long, Daisy!
DETECTIVE. [Oalmly} You can go but your dauchter
ean’t. :
Az he spealcs, the REPORTER comes in. The
DETECTIVE stands with his back, to the door.
DETECTIVE. Kindly repeat to me what you said
just now when I questioned you in the street.
' The REPORTER, who is pivoting, and trying to take
in the sense of the situation, Fronts the DETE.
CTIVE, '
REPORTER. But why, Ingpector? It’s painful, and
perfectly well known to everyone here.
LADY M. Haven’t you finished mischief-making?
DETECTIVE, Just repeat it, Was this girl Major
Morecombe’s mistross? ‘ .
REPORTER. [Resentful of LADY MORECOMBE’S
worde] She told our representative so yesterday.
DETECTIVE., [To the GIRL] Do you still deny it?
DAISY has closed her eyes and sways
ANNE. - IOrosszng swiftly] She’s going to faint.
LAabY M. [S’harply] Girl, don’t fainf!
. The GIRL reopens her eyes
DETECTIVE, And you still say you had no letter?
DAISY. [In a dead voice] I had no latter.
. DETECTIVE. [To ODIHAM] You can take her away
LOW. [To the REPORTER] You can go too. Bup mind ]
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Anyone who plays tricks with her bafore the inguest
will be ap against it. Unless I’m given that letter,
ghe’ll have to go into the box. )

ObDIHAM, Well, you are s blanky bloke £

DETECTIVE., Thank you.

The ODIHAMS go out, ODIHAM %alf carrying his
daughter. The REPORTER stands uncertain, but
at a sharp motion of the DETECTIVE’S chin, he
-Boo goes. : .

DETECTIVE. She had that letter right -enoungh,
[Turning sharply to ANNE] Unless you can tell me who
had ‘it now, Ma’am. You’ve all had time to think
things over. '

_ANNE., Mr. Darrel roceived no letter.

DETECTIVE. Waell, I've made every enguiry abont
the Major’s affairs. There’s nothing wrong anywhere.
Bank balance good, no recent sale of securities; no
debts to speak of. No monetary complications of any
sorb ; no ill-health ; and five years since the war. [Ts
LADY MORECOMBE] Nothing wrong in your family,
my lady?

LAapY M, No. : ‘

DETECTIVE, So Ishould say. His father was thg
great ironmaster, I believe?

LApY M, Yes.

D=ETECTIVE, Nothing wrong there?

LAapY M. Iknow of nothing.

DETECTIVE. That’s how it is, then. We’re driven

1. A blankly bloke, 728 damn YN0 M ANIRAE, 5 BR08
B ERA— s R — MR blanky; blank;blan' ed, %, blank
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¢+ on to private life. [To ANNE] Yours, Madam, or his.
I don’t know how far you’ve confided in your father?

ANNE., Entirely.

DETECTIVE, I’m glad of that. Woell, the day
before his death the Major takes this girl to Richmond.
"And the evening of his death you spend with another
gentleman. That’s the case, [With a sharp glance at
LADY MORECOMBE and ANNE] apart from i;he letter.

ANNE. Have you enquired for it ?

-DETECTIVE. [Drily] I should say so. Posted in 4
pillar-box—sgorted and sent out at eleven p.m. by
people dying for a sleep—that’s a letter that only gets
traced on the film, Ma’am.

CoL. ROLAND, Anne, go.

ANNE looks at him, and goes out, Right. The
DETECTIVE eyes the tall figure to his right, the
tiny figure to his left.

CoOL. ROLAND. Now, Inspector, you wers a soldier
—Uuse YOour reason.

DETECTIVE. Never allowed one in the Army, Sir.

CoL. ROLAND, Try it for a change. My son-in-
law bad this girl, and my daughter’s behaviour can
have bhad nothing to do with his death,

LAapY M. This poor foolish girl was utterly de- .
voted. She cannot have been the cause.

CoL. ROLAND. Neither of them can be. - Come,
Inspectorl ‘ o

DETECTIVE. You expect' me to go up with this
cage, after two. clear days, without a single fact that
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has any bearing whatever on this suicide of a well-
known man? All I can say is, if I stood for! that,
neither the Coroner nor the Public would.

CoL. ROLAND, But why drag in what has no
bearing? o

DETECTIVE. It’s not for me to say what has bearing
and what hasn’t. You know nothing of inquests,
perhaps. The Coroner will ask: When snd where
did this death take place; by whose band;if by his
own, what was his state of mind at the $ime? It’s his
gtate of mind Ihave to show to the best of my ability ;
and these are the only facts I have knowledgs of that
can have affected him. ’

LADY M. And will knowing his state of mind con-
sole me? What will help me, Inspector, is that no one
shall think lightly of my son now he’s dead.

DETECTIVE. [With a-shrug] The custom’s what it
s, my lady. There’s a feeling a man shouldn’s take
his life while he’s got his wits.

LADY M. Do these facts of yours point tosound or
to unsound mind?

DETECTIVE. That’s very clever, my lady.

LADY M. Clever! Ive lost my only son. It's
{ike losing my sight. Clever!

DETECTIVE. [Stubbornly] ’m sorry. But—

CoL. RoOLAND. By the Lord, Inspector, I shoulds
have thought you more of a man |

DETECTIVE., [Drify] Man enough to do my duly
Colenel.

1, Stood for, B By; .
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* GOL. ROLAND. Duty! Wantonly to make 2 show
of this! You gee what it means to Lady Morecombe !
Ag for me—1T can’t tell you what my daughter is to
me—to watch her disgraced! One’s only daughter
pilloried! in ‘the papers! The Public  all agog!?
Those women who come and gloat! I’m told there’s
never a death or a divorce where there isn’t a pack o’
women in furs and feathers,” And this is far worse
than a divorce. There was the poor fellow lying dead
—when she c¢ame in from-her . ..

"LADY M. (Colonel Roland has -sez-ved the country
all hig life ; he’s beén wounded three times. And my
son was gallantry itselfi Do you wan$ to smirch his
memory? before everybory? ‘

DETECTIVE. [Moved] ’m sure I've every feeling
for you both, my lady. These things come very hard
on families. But aren’t you making too much of it?
A little private life in these dayst—what is it?

LADY M. [Like a litile statue of dignity] We don’s
belong to these days. We ought to have been dead.
Enough! Colonel Roland, he means to do it nothmg )
we can gay will stop him !

DETECTIVE. [Quickly] The Law, my la.dy, not me.
Get me that letter, and it may turn out different.

LADY M. In our belief, neither had the letter.

DETECTIVE. [Shrugging his shoulders] ‘Take my
word for-it, .one of them had. Well, we’ve the best

1. Pilloried [p’ilorid} =exposed to ridicule.
. 2. Agog—expectant ¥1; =highly excited; astir ”t{: lﬁ
Btk #i: The boys are all agog for mischief,
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parb of & day to get it still. Good morning )

' The DETECTIVE bows first to one and then to the
other ; but neither makes a sign. He makes a
vexed movement of his head and goes outf. ‘There
18 a moment’s silence.

COL, ROLAND. Has the girl got it?

LADYM. No;I’msureshe wasspeaking the trutb.

CoL., ROLAND. Anne is positive,

LADYM. We’reinanet. Colonel Roland, haven’s
you influence enough to stop this?

"CoL. RoLanND, I? I’'m nobody. On the ghelf.!
I try my lawyers, but for the life of me? I don’b gee
what they can do.

LADY M. Try! Tryeverything! Forgive me for
what I said(
CoL. RoLAND. I know—I know! My poor friend !

He takes her hand and puis it to his lips, passes on
and. goes out into the hall.

LADY MORECOMBE, loft alone, moves restlessly.
Hearing the outer door close, she goes to the window,
slightly draws back the curtain, and watches hids
departure, then stands gozing af the armehatr,
with her hand to her forehead.,

ANNE comes in from Right. She has on a hat and

& carries o dressing-bag. Seetng her, LADY

MORECOMEBE drops her hand, and reins back

1. On the shelf—put aside; done with, esp. of person,
past work, EEfny; KRRy,

2. For the life of me, canngt for the life of me & C.==by
exag., could not if my life were at stake, Bl “HLEE L RALR, &
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Sfrom the chair. o

ANNE. I'm going to my father’s. You will like to
be alone here.

LADY M. I can leave, inatead.

ANNE, No. It’s Colin’s house. [She moving on:]

LADY M. Wmt ] Was it your .doing that you
were aparf? |

ANNE. No.

LADY M. You loved each other when you married.
- ANNE, We thought so.

LADY M. Were you the first. te be unfa.tt.hful ?
ANNE. It wasnot I who broke off our life together-
LAapY M, Were there scenes! between you?
ANNE. Naver.

LADYM. Anne! Are you keepmg anything back? -

ANNE, Nothing.

LADY M. Do you love thm other man?

ANNE, With all my heart. _

‘LADY M. Did Colin love this girl?

ANNE. T can’t fell you.

LApY M. Nobody can tell me anything. Oh!
Godl [Suddenly]l I suppose you are glad that he is
gone? -

ANNE. [Wincing] That’s not fair. You know it’s
nob ! .

LADY M. The heart is never fair. Buf you have
none, perhaps.

ANNE. I have told you.

There is a long look between them, then ANNE paases

1. Seenes=agitated colloguy, esp. with display of temper.
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on and out into the hall.

At the closing of the door, LADY MORECOMEE
moves and turns out the light, A streak of sun-
light from where the curtain was left by her half
drawn falls across the armehair, She moves into
it, standing behind the chair, as if looking down
on someone seated there. Slowly her hands go out
as if taking a head between them. She bends and
presses her lips to the kead that she does not hold.
There 1% the sound, of o kiss, and very low the
word :  “Colin ! ” )

CURTAIN
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ACT Il

Just before eleven o’clock the following day.

4 waiting-room at the Coroner’s Court, rather small, and
Sfurnished like a roflway station waiting-room, but
Sresherlooking, having walls of green distemyer, with g
dado. A narrow ablong table stands parailel to a long
seat along the wall, Left. There are some chairs aguinst
the right-hand wall, which turns ot a right angle, for-
ward, forming an alcove im which, facing the aqudience’
is the wide open doorway leading to lobby, jpublw
entrance, and Court. {See Design.) -

Seated on the long seat are MR. ODIHAM gnd his
DAUGHTER, and a little way from them, the maid
ELLEN. At the top of the table, in a chair, sits
L ADY MORECOMBE, very still and alone. In
the aleove and [obby iz a bustle of figures, the pivott
of which is the Goroner's GLERK, o moustachioed?
man in a gown.

CORONER’S C, Only those interested in the case,

LADY. [With aigrette]® Oh| but we’re very interested.
Can’t you find us seats?

CORONER’Ss U, Wiinesses?

LADY, [With aigreite, pushing forward o younger lady]

Not exactly, but my friend is a great friend of Mrs.

Morecombe.

1. Pivot [p'ivet] JFF ‘HHZ, “HEEI 238; ShERATEHE A
By,
2. Moustachioed — moustachio (=moustache) 4 ed =< with



B = B
RE EF, BET—HER .
- BRuEfEs. SHERN, ERAEESEE
- Falh; BAVBRAIRET . SEEME L, BERNEE.
—iIRRE R AR ET, MAESSEENER, BITHER
. SEATRE,FSEET RERE. AENATR
B—E A, RN ER—BMNE. EMNEE, F—REHS
HiBg, ERBRARY, WBEBEANE, BAMTMBE.
(EEHRE) -
BEshn 2 REERE L. XEERbEER
L A AR R A R R WEL B EERE
LHEE k. ENEMBEEEMNAEE, Fr2 A ANER
Ec %%&FP%:F'E‘A%, @%@ﬁ'ﬁﬁ?%ﬁa, %%ﬁ
Zi,l]’ﬁ' %;%o
BREER RERLMER-gmFAN. :
A (REAHIEF) W] RABERFEEN, F
-BERRRR TR — R LY
BREER ETAEN
N (AAEBTFRIE—AL, LE—ipRei A, #
BRE) BFRE:TERABER, EREALN S
o | -
moustache,

3, Aigrette [igret] Tuft of featber, Figh. (AUSRHIET,%,
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CORONER’s C. You can go and try, but the Court’s
full.
LADY. [With aigreeite] Whata bore!! Come along,
Usurla!l We must get in. _
REPORTER. [Forman, showing his ecard] Press.
CORONER’SC. Allright—room at the table, I think,
The REPORTER stands a moment looking at the
ODIHAMS; suddenly he sees LADY MORE.
COMBE beckoning with her black-gloved hand. He
goes to her, standing Right of table-
LaADY M. [Pointing to a paper on the table, before herl
Did you put that headline?
REPORTER. I’ve nothing to do with headlines,
Excuse me, I have to get my seat.
He moves quickly back, and encounters COLONEL,
ROLAND and ANNE, coming tn.
COL. ROLAND.. [In a low voice] Hell take your
paper,? Sir!
REPORTER, [With a ltitle involuntary skip] Quite!
Quite! '
He goes aut through the throng
COLONEL ROLAND and ANNE stand by the table,
Right Forward, Hemakes amotion of the hand tq
MR. ODIHAM, and bows {0 LADY MORECOMBE,
MAN, [With THREE LADIES, af the door] Pm from
the Air Ministry—could you manage to gef us in?
CORONER’s C, [@lancing at the card] I’ll ses, Sir.
... Now then, please, only witnesses in this room. [He

1, Bmztwaﬁdler; nuisance A BKEI{EK.
2. Hel. take your papergpnamn Your paperZ¥. R4
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shepherds out figures by the door, then turns to those in the
body of the room] All witnesses?

CoL, ROLAND, I’'m with my daughter—Mrs. Mors-
combe, ‘

CORONER’5 C. Oh! Very good. [To LADY MORE-
COMBE] And you, Madam? )

‘LADY M. My son—— '

CORONER’S C,  Indeed! [Respem;fully] Abhem! I
don’t know if you wish to—er—view the proceedings,
Madam? If so, I shall be happy to have a chair pug
for you. -

LapY M, [Stonding up] ¥Yes. 1 will come.

CORONER’S C; [Leading] This way then, Madam,

LAapY M. [Avoiding ANNE, but looking up into
COLONEL ROLAND’S face] Nothing! I suppose? [He
shakes his hend] Courage)? :

COLONEL ROLAND nods; and she goesous’, follow.
ing the CLERK.

The room is now empty, but for the ODIHAMS, the
MAID, ANNE, COLONEL ROLAND, and «
CONSTABLE standing in the open doorway.
FIGURES are still bustling outside in the entrance
lobby. ‘

CoL. ROLAND. Sit down, my dear.

ANNE gits Right of the table, and idly reaches for

the paper, turning it over blankly as one does at

1. Nothing, EWMMERN— 4135, BILEFR LTS E
EMBOREN A IR, RPRAEE R S AR, R
B LR B R T HRA

Lady M. Haven’t you influence enough to stop this?-
Col. Rol. I? I’m nobody. On the shelf. T’ll iry my lawyers,
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but for the life of me I don’t see what they can do.

Lady M. Try!Try everything. # FFE:—BIRIEMIL, RN
U 514838 nothing, #IR Your lawyers can do nothing 2.
RUERIBR0 T, BERARE a0 SERER.

" 2. Courage! gl Keep up your Jourage 2.
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the demtist’s. COLONEL ROLAND stands grasping
the back of her chair, gnawing his moustache. The
DETECTIVE appears in the doorway with a bit of
paper in his hard. He moves quickly in a Iitile
and takes in the FIVE FIGURESYof whomODIHAM
alone notices him—uwith o mutitered “The blanky
bloke!?. Then, moving back, he speaks to the
CONSTABLE,
DETECTIVE [In @ low uoice] The three women—
. see they don’t flit. I’ve got the officer, and the two-
doctors ; that’s the lot.? [The CONSTABLE nods] Right,
then! 1’1l come for them, -
He gaes.
ANNE, [Suddenly turning] Don’t come with me,
Dad~=pleasel .
CoL. ROLAND, Letyougoalons, child? Impossible!
ANNE. Please, please! Father! I can’t bear i,
if you're there,
CoL. ROLAND. My daar, I must see they treat you—
ANNE., I Shall be all right, Dad—really 1 shall,
111 be a thousand times worse if you come. Please!
[She takes one of his buttons and twists ¢t.]
CoL, ROLAND. [Muttering] Those harpies and cats?
~those writing monkeys—feasting on it!9
ANNE. So long as you don’t see, I shan’t care,

1. He moves quickly in a little and takes in t(he Ffive
figures, Mi— in 2% moves &JE1F. %y takes in.eglances at.

2. The blanky bloke SEFFEAATEN 1° HRNIEE.

3. The Iot, (collog.) {535,=the whole set or amount, &3,
2 2%, (2. 0. D)
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CoL. RoLAND, D’you think I’ll not be seeing, if

Istay here? Illseeevery bitof it, as plain as your face.

ANNE. Nothing’s so bad ,ag it seems beforehand.
[With @ smile] Really and truly, I shall be all right.

COLONEL ROLAND turns abruptly eway,

up, down, and puts his hand on her should

CoL. ROLAND, 8o be it, then. I’ll stay hers, and
God help me.

CONSTABLE. [Moving in a step from the door] The
Coroner’s taken his seat, ladies.

" They look at him in silence. He moves back,

ODIHAM. Time’e took something.! Hangin’ about]?
You’d think it was a ruddy first night—thisl [7To the?
MAIDp] 1 say, come down ’ere.

The MAID moves down beside the girl. ANN
the COLONEL watch silenily.

ODIHAM. She’s not opened ’er mouth all mornin™
However’s she goin’ through with this? ‘Ave you
got a smellin’ salt about yeri* . .
The MAID shakes her head.
ANNE. [Going across] Take one of these,

and

1. Time’e took something=T; is time he took someaﬁhing.
;gtook JEEHE constable §f taken his seat jffj e} sE, Taken hi
WTUMERE ‘AR’ {2 took something IREFMTE; BiLi B4
NIEE, BME BFARET. BE TR,

2. Hanging about, 7RIS LF %, Kl Here

'ha_ngm«r about | 22 He has kept us hanging about 2%,
ing about 2 7if@s FiH: P . IR E, FF
WM. BXBERTAERYE, iE BENRAAEEERL.

3. Youwd thizk it was a ruddy first nicht —- this,
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OpIHAM. Thank you, Ma’am. A sniff in time
5aves nine.t

ANNE breaks an mnmbm’a. capsule and weves it
befare DAISY’S face.

ObpIHAM, Rouse up, Daigy. Sniffi

The GIRL sniffs apathetically. ANNE moves back.

ODIHAM, {To the MAID] I never seen ’er like thisin
all me? life. I say, would you kindly look after *er in
there? Reely I’m afraid to trust meself.?8 I might come
it anpleasant.® Tl be ’andy ’ere® when she comes back.

‘CONSTABLE, {Taking a stew] Won’s be three
minutes now. The Jury ’ave gone to view the body.

DAISY. [Starting up] Oht God!

There % a perfectly dead silence. The GONSTABLE,
on oldish, wary fellow, stares; the others are
motionless, with their eyes on the girl. She sinks
back into her seat, and sits us before. ODIHAM
fans her with his hat. The DETECTIVE appears
in the doorway, carefully out of sight of his victims,
and signs to the CONSTABLE.

CONSTABLE. Now, please, ladies.

ANNE. [Addvancing towards DAISY] Ellen! {The
MAID takes the girl’s arm. To ODIHAM] We'll look
after her, Mr. Odiham. {Taking the GIRL’S hand~—
firmlyl Come! We must see it through!

1. A sniff in time saves nine, AKA—4i5tE: A stitch in
time saves nine (ER] REsay—eh AR L ALHMITFHEL A0IBIAT %
FEREE, DA, KW, SERGS, WIRnER %_%éﬂﬁﬁﬁfl
%?,E’FHZE ESERH MR T B — % Soiff &y ‘B

3 ERn

2, Me=my
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4. 1 might come it vnpleasant B I might do something
-unpleasant.
. 8. Andy ’ere=handy here; handy gji ready to band ‘F#%§’
ATHE.
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The GIRL rises and goes between them like a sleep-
walker, The CONSTABLE closes them in as they
yass through the door. The TWO MEN stand as
if at *“Attention.”

COL. ROLAND. [To hémself] I’ve seen men shot, but
their eyes were bandaged. [He continues to stand unmov-
ing. \ :

ODIHAM shufiles o the table; takes up the payers
goes bock with it to his seat, sits down with it on
hiz knee, rubs his hand across his eyes; gives a
sort of gulp, and says. ! )

ObiHAM, This Chelges lot’s pretty *of stuff: Would-
w’t say but what they’ll win this afternoon. .

The COLONEL siarts, then moves, and sits on th
table, facing ODIHAM.

CoL, ROLAND. Ah! They’ll be a good team, I
suppose. ' ’ :

A short silence. They listen. Then ODIHAM
takes out o pipe. ) .
ODIHAM. D’youthink I could ’ave 2 smoke, Colonel?
CoL. ROLAND- I shouldn’ think so.

OpiaM,  Well, I must chance it, Can’t stand? it
Yere without, [Filling his pipe] Your daughter’s a rare-
plucked one, Colonel, if you’ll excuse the liberty-

COL. ROLAND. Women are braver than man—no
doubt of it. '

1, Chelsea lot's preity ‘ot stuff. Wouldn’t say but what
they ’Il win this afternoon, Lot b, Bl team JZ,Bli# Chelsea

#4 foot ball team {fE. 'Ot=<hot=strong;Chelsea ZBEBT—IilF,

#: Thames JRiTAI44. Chelsea MSRILEHE, BrUMME
#. Wouldn't say but what they......=I would not say that
they ’Il notwwe..(but what=that......not) FAfl: He is nct such a
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ODbpIHAM, And yet they’ll run from a mouse. You
should see my girl with a black-beetle! Abramson
the sprint is nothing to ’er!® [Stops. With a jerk] I

think this Labour’s come fo stay,? Colonel; bgt p’rlapgd

you’re not a politician.
CoL, ROLAND. Nof since I cut my wisdom teeth.2”
OpigAM. Ah! Public lifet It’s a put-up job.?
The COLONEL’S head goes round as if he heard
a sound. ODIHAM, {00, stays, pipe in hand as
of listening, They relax.

ODIHAM. [Holding up the paper] Did you see these

Yagdlines? “The Mpysterious Suicide,” ‘“England’s
Greatest Flying Man” “Sensational Developments
Expeeted.” That’s what’s filled the ‘ouse to-day.
They’re turnin’ away money.%

COL, ROLAND, Damn them!}

ObpIHAM, FRverything’s a. show nowadays. If you
get two sparrers scrappin’ youw’ll have a ring round ’em
in no time.” T’other day® I read abouit an American

-

1, And yet they Il run from a mouse. You should see my
girl with a black beetle ! Abrams on the sprint is nothing to? er.
[HAR] ‘H2Ee, BHfM—Ra T 2R, gl EkEdy. FEB—[
s, A—ARWLHER! AEED R Abrams, EINER, $H
g {TEE. Abrams fji Abraham, & Oambridge University 8%
7 Olympie games 73 TH %5 sprint 1 long jump fIi54Z80.

2. X think this Labour’s come to stay. Labour %f3i5TH
ABME. Stay—maintain position; has come toshay, (Collag.)=
must be regarded as permanent (P.0.D.), Bl “BEEREAT, ZH.

3. P"’aps=—perhaps

4. Not since I cut my wisdom teeth. Cut one’s wisdem
teeth=—gain discretion, ZAFR 5 A MM U Sy uesy; G4 iﬁﬁ: 2
5 (P.0.D.) Out one’s wisdom teeth AR BEHWZRBEXTAL
Eo s Mg,

]
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EpEsy WEHEM—RBTET, MEEEDRRE, R
R E RS, ER—RARLR, RESER
BRI GESRTFMAESAGRE, bRk
Fko (BT, KK T—T.) TRTEKAMHE
MRS TR, TR BIRRE,

BE AR aREEUEBEFEMN.

Ry W) fTEEECIRZRE! 2EBRENAE!
OB b, LRESNERE, BiEEEET—
To ENEMW, EI AT, REREEENE, HR
MIEEHNE, M- ABEXRE Tib. '

EREESS © CROEEC) KRERTEREERAY AN
B, REBEAMRITR, TEFETNER,
SHENER, ISR EEBETRRET. M
DR, REE L BN ARTBEEET .

DR REBE

EREESE SECOESRILEEES, APEML—EE, BRT—BE

’ e %mﬁ%ﬁmﬁ%ﬁ*ﬁﬁ,&mﬁ—‘gﬁlif,
BentEaRREmnT FER, RERT—
EEPEE AR, REA B R, RRATR

5. Putup job, put up (slang)=factitious; frandulently
eoncoctad; (P.Q.D.) Pui-up job EMEmESHLE. BFIHRE, 1B

| RENgE. .

6. That's what's filled the 'ouse to-day; They’re turnin’
away money, FEREEHICEREFOREENT. DAEER
[Esgil Ayt . @R Ys. 'Ouse=house, turnin’—=turning, turn-
ing away woney 23 ‘BN EMENSNTUEEFNE. PHBRE
coroner’s court §E{i theatre, FrLIE BT,

7. If you get two sparrers scrappin’ you'll have a ring round
‘em inno Hime. Sparrers—sparrows;.scrappin’ — scrapping=
fighting; & ring round ’em==a ring round them, W s LA
7, b0 Mei3y Z¥. In no time=sh once; immediately, Il
FE-ATR

8. T’other day=The other day
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journalist who missed the show when tha.t%man an’
wife—you remember—went over Niagara ¥Falls on a
nicebergl There they were slowly driftin’ towards
it for an Sour an’ a ’alf;? thousands watehin’, and
nobody could save em. Then a bloke thought of
hangin® ropes down from the bridge; the man caught
~ ®old of one all right, but the woman missed ’ers; so the

man dropped ’is again and over they went together-
The journalist said it was the greatest tragedy of ’is
life t}]ab ’a ’adn’t seen it.

CoL. ROLAND, The beauty ik

ODIHAM. Well, you can’t say but what we de like
to see other people put through it.* What would you
*ave done, Colonel, with a show like that bafore yer
very eyes??

CoL. ROLAND. Run like a hare. .

ODIHAM. [Shaking his head] Naol® Not when it
come to the point. You’d ’ave stood watchin’ like the
others, till yBur oyes dropped out. It’s human nature
to want to séé all there is,

CoL. ROLAND. I never would go to a bull-ﬁght 7

" ODIHAM. [Meditatively] And yet you must ‘ave
geen a lot of blood in your time. [Pause, while they

1. A niceberg ]l an iceberg Zzt. FiHh¥EIE an &) ‘0’ FW
SRS, SHiE—2, M A napple—an apple; a norange=2an
orange. :

2. An’our an’ a 'alf—=an hour and a half( T3 ’ers,’is,’e,
'adn’t, 'uman 'ave HFRBIE D HIRE)

3. The beauty! E73%, %% &% ironical (DA RE. R
# T RE—EHEY KELSH ERESARAL MRHEXN.
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gﬁ)ﬁ%ﬁ%o $ﬁg%§ﬁﬁ§: ﬁ"ﬁ%%s*"—
frE AR, —RE—SANNAE, BRHBER
ARG, B—HREIEHE B RBABHTE,
EE@%T——%%@‘, BT REBATE, Tk
LR HA . BAE—BERIEAEIEE LT
A%, BOBETHRDTAET, KoM RRE;
Rk B T T, EAEERMRREERT!
EHRRRES, mﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ&fﬁ.m-—ﬁﬁﬁ ®
ERM—AAARE,

R ] BRENE!

gEY TERFLFRR: REEFERENIAZE
e Lﬁfsﬁﬁnﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%,ﬁéﬁﬁ’ﬁ&ﬁ;ﬁ‘
BT

BE GETF—ES.EME. .

BRkEsy  CTREMGER; REETREME,. ﬁ=~iM§
o flLFIBI A —BHs, FIERER,—HEBA
o E-*Eg’l%ﬁ‘{]%ﬁ,ﬂ:ﬁ&&%/\ﬁﬁﬁfﬁmo

Bl TRERLAEET REETEE!

LR (EBRRER) TEMFIEATER, Bk
BAHSRINER. UET—5, ASEEEHR

4. Well, you con’; say but what we do like %0 see other
people put throngh it. But whab...... =that we do not like.....;
put through it=made to undergo guffering.

5; Yer very eyes=your very eyes.

6. Nao=no
7. Uneyer would go to & bull fight i.e, for it is 80 cruel to

gee,
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listen] Excuse me, but’ave you a match? [The COLONEL
produces a box of matches] Thank you. [ODIHAM light
his pipe and blows a puff or two.]
COL. ROLAND. What’s that? [They listen.}
OpigaM. I fancy it was a car. Some of them cars
make very *uman noises. '
COL. ROLAND. Torturing women!
- ODIHAM, [Pufing] Colonel, what made the Major
do it? D’you think there was another woman in it?
COL. ROLAND. [Muking an impatient movement] Do
you take him for a Mormon?
OpiHaM. Well, there must ha’ been ot stuff some-
where, to make him bust the boiler like that?
‘CoL, ROLAND, God only knows why a man takes
his own life!
- ODIHAM, Ah! ’E’as® to know a lot.
CONSTABLE. [Moving from the doer] No smoking
. in thers, please.
ODIHAM removes his pipe cmd lays it on the seats
The CONSTABLE moves back.,
OpIHAM. The Law wants plumbin’, don’t it ?¢
Main’t *uman® [They listen. Suddenly] Well, I can’s
stick it ’ere® without a smoke. [He rises] I think P’11

1, Mormon [mo mon] BEERG; —RLEREE. 1830 £,
Joseph Smith ﬁ@?‘]ﬂﬁi‘ﬁ Book of Mormon BEPHERAMEITR,
ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ#‘ New York.)

2. Well there must ha’ been 7ot stuff somewhere, to make
him bust the boiler like that, ha’=have; *of=hot; bust=burst;
[ B 2 BUSE b AR Pe 1 boiler #251 (burst) T, B BE—E'

EA, AR R boiler #£24a5 hot stuff (%ﬁﬁﬁw—k)’
BAR, ‘DB mﬂ'ﬁﬁliﬁ%"ﬁ EBET, 7 U.ﬂ»—}iﬁﬁ'M s ﬁ&
VAT ATEBANET (B AY. hot stuff AKfg WM burst the
boiler §§%5; B EFH Attractive woman ARE. (B S SRR
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OB EOE, REEAEE (BE LR m—aR
Ko Bi. (BRESHERETIE, M T—2MH.)
il I (e
S HERE FEESERHMA—BNERE.
B FEEELAW! \
SREEM CHUE) RAR, SHEREATHIEE, AT
A B EHEEE, EA R ANE?
BE i~ mRREa R GUANE—BSEE
B EREEAERE? : -
ERES  RAEEA TR, AR, F R R
PR AT | -

BE —BAZESMHBRAR, RA LHLE.

EREsy W R — MBS |

g (EFSE) SR, FEBEAT |

| ERSTES, BOREELE. $RETE
*.

ShEH BERERINE— T, WRMERELT
FART. GO, 2R M TR, &
BESEMRET. (ke b, REEE

B AR —— R A EI e AR fEAY.) ERESRIAT R
BrEREErE, HAREES, M, REi: ABFRAE,
AF SR . BEReERE, BhAF—RBk.

3. 'Flas—He hag ZREHE God.

4. The Law wants plumbin’, don’t it? Plumbin’=pluomb
ing, B3 ‘P plummet 3 (sound) BAVREE —iME ; BRI AR
S, UEN RSB ITEARE.

5, ’Tain’t ’oman=Tt is not human. .

6, Stick it ere=endure remaining here.
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ga and-"ang about! outside, Colonel,

COLONEL ROLAND nods. ODIHAM passes kim,
goeg ouly, and is seen speaking to the (..ONSTABLE
in the lobby. The COLONEL sits down at the
table with his back 2o the a!co've, resting his head
on his hands.

CONSTABLE, [Close to the door, speaking to a newcomer]
Whom do you want, Sir? ’

The newcomer comes in—he is seen to be DARREL,

DARREL, Mrs. Morecombe.

CONSTABLE. The widow? She’s.in Court now, bt
she’ll by down before long, I daresay. If you'll waip
in here? Perhaps I could get word for you.of whether
she’s been taken yet.? [He receives a com} P11 do it, Sir.

DARREL. Thank you.

He comes in; strung up to the last piich of inten-

" sity,® he walks, unaceing, acrass. to the long seat,
mieking up from it the paper, dropring @ again,
and passing up, Back, to the head of the table,
where he stands Looking towards the alcove.
COLONEL ROLAND has remained motmnless,
unth his head onkis hands. DARREL becomes
conscious of him, and inveluniarily covers the
lbwer part of his fuce with fiz hand,

CONSTABLE, [Reappeariny] They’ve just got
through with her, Sir.

COL. ROLAND, [Coming out of His stitlness] With
whom?

1. ’Ang about=hang about=Iloiter fj: %; ;&ﬂi
2, She's been takeii yot Eff She’s been caIled a8 4 witnesa

already. 28,
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PRI, BRERECE LAY, sk,
TUERBMERENAEE, MEERE. BHE
BER L, BEREL TR, BEERTZE,

R (EMOf—PEmASES.) Stk RERER—hL?

FARR R R ., — W U B SRR E%E.

THE BELL.

B BERET MLEASRE Lo RARRET
TR FERTEERS 5 WAFRTUEE
HE— T, BEROENEE TR, EETE
8] Sbd, RRETE—TE.

LW W,

ERBREER. MIERER, B RERL, —E
EDE RS LIRS, BUK Y Tk, 3R
BT, B8 L5, ERERERNEER. Rk
e, IEENET b, —BbAT. BREEEI,

AT RO ER R TLA T .

g (EREEHEA S, M mmiRE s T .

BE (RasnBIePhBlEg) BRTH?

3. Strung up to the last pitch of intensity, sirung up AL
jRiEs FRAGRE. The last pitch of intensity B ‘MR . B
BEOIE BB TEE R ERRE
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CONSTABLE, The widow, Sir. As she found the
body, they took her.first. [70 DARREL] Sometimes
witnesses come out, and sometlmes they stays—you
ean’t tell.

The COLONEL stares ai him without replying. The.
. CONSTABLE steps back into the lobby; the
COLONEL, iurning, becomes half-conscious of
“who DARREL {3, gets up and moves @ step or {wo
towards him.

DARREL. [Answering his look] Yes~1 an. Colonel
Roland, 1 suppose?

COL. ROLAND. |[Drawing himself up] You have
much to answer for.l

"DARREL. If it hadn’t been for you, Sll‘, we should
have gone off long ago. ¢

CoL. ROLAND. Do you suppose that I should Wlsh
an affair to be clandestine??

DARRFL. No; but Anpne—— -

i CoL. ROLAND, Why didn’t you have the manliness .
fo ingist?

DARREL. [Hotly] I see no manhness in forcmg tha
woman you love, She couldn’t bear to hurb you.

CoOL. ROLAND, Then you should have waited #ill
1 was out of the way.? ‘

1. You have much to answer for.. To answer for=make
onself responsible for (performance of task &c.; be punished or
punishable for. (P.0.D.) FEM_EROHEREEIRZIMAIA, B
“Elﬁﬂiﬂ%ﬁﬂ?ﬂﬁ%&%ﬁ#tﬂ 31 Ef.uﬁﬂ!—‘ﬁ.?ftk» ﬂ'ﬁﬂi

LEB RS
2. Clandestine [klendést (a)inl<=done sectetly SR,
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W S, RIVER. EARSE RS, DILHE
| . (R ) AR AR DI,
R BRI, R RS,
LR, BRI
EAEE. B AR A, AR AR
KEEE, M, NERE IR, EB TS,
SR (BEEOERIERE.) 28, —RRE.—
TR LR
BN LR HSY, DB,
TAB BOTEETHNE RESAREET.
BH  FUAROERS LTI EE T
ENE BERERRER—
B BHEERAT ARERAE, % T
ERE B RESRE—ELEREN, WERE
AR s, SRR .
BE Ik RRASEE, ARSI R,

N9 RAAY; Piim: Clandestine marriage) clandestine meeting,
&e.

3. Out of the way, in the way XFHLE, JHREAIRE. Out of
i;he way, ‘l’&ﬂi*ﬂﬁi, Eil ‘Z;mi’: ‘Jﬁiﬁﬁ' ﬂﬁE' %ﬁﬁi 35 ‘?FM',
REEE 98 WE. BABUINE, WiRilRk SRR
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DARREL. Yes, Sir; but we are ia love. )

Con. RoOLAND, That’s.no excuse for dishonour-

DARREL. Morecombe and she weras quite estranged
before 1 knew her.

GOL. ROLAND. Is that true?

DARREL. Absolutely.

. ‘COL. ROLAND.- Um! What are youn going to do
now?

DARREL, Marry her—take her abroad &t once.- I’d
have cat off ‘my hand to save her thatl—[He jerks his
head towards the door] How long has she baen there?

CoOL. ROLAND." One can die many deaths in ten
‘mimtes? - i ; ‘ -

CONSTABLE. [From lobby] There’s 2 gentleman for
you in there, Madam,

DARREL, Annpe! -

ANNE comes in. She has fized red spots® in her
cheeks. She maves to the end of the table and sits
down facing the audience, with her back to the two
men. DARRELhas mioved gnickly down Left of the
table, COLONEL ROLAND to the back of Ker chasr,

DARREL. Amne! Darlingt

ANNE just shakes her head and does not answer, her
lips quiver ; her expression is that of one who has
been thiough, without giving way, something too
much for her nerves. She sits without movement,
staring before her. V

1. To save her that—gf deliver her from that place. Z3k.
2. Oné can dié many deaths in teit minutes, | HE—- WAL
THEANCERFRET. EXREENEN LECEAKE, 4
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ERE A — TR IRI A R E . R
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S . WRREEAE. MmENRESNT
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SRS, B LERmsRTER.

ey e ‘
SehI L RO, AR . o R . M —
FRESE TR LR, IR R RRR 2
A EARE, R HIEHRNHE. '

LS, EODENES—AE SEREDR SASEATETIE
RO EERMER T
3. Fixed red spots, fixred—permanent, lasting (Bif% too

mugh excitement S¥sR)
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CoL, ROLAND, Shall we go, my dear?

No sound.
_'DARREL. Anne! Speak!
ANNE. [Shakes her head] I—may—be wanted-—agmm
She shivers, then controls herself.
CoL, ROLAND, By the Lord—it’s too much!
DARREL ainks on one knee and kisses her hand,
No movement. He gets up abruptly and stands
tnterrogating the COLONEL.
COL. ROLAND. Water, Anne?
ANNE.* Nofhing.
DARREL makes another zmpulswe movemem, but
the COLONEL beckons him, and they move up
{0 the head of the table.
COL. ROLAND, [In a bow woice] Let her be! 1 saw
a woman on the North-west Frontier once—— Uml
There’s more than one kind of outrage.! The nerves -
want time.? . . _
CONSTABLE’S VOICE: [4¢t the door] You won’t find
room, Sir.
LIEUT. OSWALD’S VOICE, [Oumde] But I tell you
I’ve got something for the Coroner. ‘
CONSTABLE. Step in . here, then. [Steppmg i,
followed by the speaker—a man about thirty, of a naval cut}
Well, Sir, what is it; and 1’1l see what I can do for you.
He receives nothing but a card. IDARREL and the

1, Isawa woman on the Northwest Frontier once——Um {
There’s more than one kind of outrage. The North-west
Frontier ZISFIEEgtal. 7EFEEAdmatis b, L ARNEIER (kidnap)
T HELA, muaﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁn (outrage). FEgY ERRLL ﬁﬂﬁ“i&
PRABIE, SRR L oulrage, %M AER T Coroner’s
inquest 8YEb %, ﬂ&‘ﬁjﬁmﬂﬁﬁi‘m‘l‘ﬁ’l outrage, FiU ik there’s



- % B W 169
B REATUETER. K2
BHRE. '
ERE KR UL
=2 e 1)) &i’?—aﬁﬁ——f@%ﬁ.
- IR, (BEEENIN LS .
B W EEAHET!
EHER—E, ETHEERFE L. B4
Bife, Mgk B, SIEFE H HER.
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AT RERE, MIERT 8, TREBETA.
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AEVEB AR RABMRBHRERESR.
WREST—BREH . EREIRNLREEE

more than one kind of cutrage. BHEAR B AR, FR
R E TR AT EMERERR EA BT, WA R R R I

2, The nerves wants time. ‘mﬁéﬁﬂ,ﬁ,,ﬂ%&——ﬂiﬁim, 6B
SRR T ENENGRRREEIZA E£8 Brontrigs, B2
R —RRaT.
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COLONEL have moved bock, watching ANNE,
CONSTABLE, [dfter reading the card] Lieutensnt
QOswald, His Majesty’s Ship Zeus. [Salutes.]
OswALD, Igof this letter at Portsmouth, Consta.’ble,
only this morning. The Coroner ought to have it at once,
I've been on manceuvresl—this is the first I've heard
of this business. My poor old pali? [Holding o an
envelope.]
CONSTABLE, [Scruiénising envelope] TFrom the
deceased?
OswALD, Yes.
CONSTABLE, I’ll get the Sergeant in charge, Sir.
OSWALD. [Suddenly perceiving ANNE, who hus turned
and is staring at him] Mrs. Morecombei I'm so sor—
[Breaking off at the look on her face] I— I'm frightfully
cut up.®
ANNE. {Bitterly] The letter? -
OswaLp, Only just reached me,
ANNE. Too late.
OswaALD, What——
The DETECTIVE has enterecl, Followed by the
CONSTABLE.
DETECTIVE. [Brusquely] Now, Sir, what’s this?
You’ve got a letter?
OSWALD hands the letter. The DETECTIVE com:
yares the handwriting on the envelope with that of
other letters, then opens it and reads swiftly.

1. Manoeuvres [monii:vaz, -nju:] "Strategical or tactical
movement (in war, in practice; or fig ) (P.0.D.)
2. Pal (S8lang)=Comrade.
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3, Cut up,=cut to pieces, cut to the heart=keenly distress’
(Esp. in passive participle)




172 . THE SHOW

DETECTIVE. My Godi Come with me, Sir!
He leads out, and OSWALD follows.
" The CONSTABLE goes back to his place in the doorway
DARREL., Who was that?
CoL. ROLAND. Morecombe’s best man.
) _ ANNE has turned to the table, and is sitting with
her forehead on her hand.
Speaksto her now! [He moves up the room and stands
with his back turned. DARREL goes to the front -end of
the table and bends over her.] .
DARREL. Anne! .
ANNE, Who minds being skinned? Do I shosz
Am I bleeding? Their eyes!"'
' Stir in the lobby.
CONSTABLE, [movmg in] The Sergeant’s gent down
to 82y you won’t be requived further, Ma’am. [Moves out.]
DARREL. Come, Anne, come—oub of this!
ANNE, [Purning up her face with closed eyes] Put my
mask on, Geof—it’s slipped!
DARREL. [Touching her face] Darling! [He takes her
arm and leads her out-]
COL. ROLAND. [Spinning round and coming quickly
down] Begad, I’d like um at the end of & pistol1* [He
levels his hand as if to fire,]

1. Who minds being skinned, [ ] FERABIR N &ﬂﬁg’
A F—4g proverb I, Even eels get used to being skinned.
Sl AR R R R T 8— B — T BEEEER L, NS,
AR BB Tah.) A REHIE X e, SEHAA, BTN proverh
I, /J‘Eﬁiﬂiﬁ- #ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁ: [BEima COTODel"B inguest %
EHRBURARTS E’I’ﬁiﬁﬁiﬂh—‘ﬂ'; &ﬂ— 'ﬁéﬁﬁﬂﬁw&ﬁ&
BT ERRE IR AR e
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; Their eyes! Z7kiE FHRA B RSILFHRUEN, 5
uE

4, Begad ¥'d like *um at the end of a pistol! Begad & By
God Z#3t, B—mmKaT (cath). 'um AR them ZH, ﬁiﬂtﬁiﬁlﬁ
bim 8k, & Darrel BLAL. :
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CONSTABLE. Beg pardon, Sir?
JCOL. ROLAND, [Qonsacious of the comic] Not you my
man. ‘
CONSTABLE. Anything I can get you, Sir?
COL. ROLAND. Yes—human nature with its. mouth
open._ ’ '
’ , He goes out. -
The CONSTABLE’S mouth opens; rolling his eyes,
e looks round the emply room as if for damage
done, adjusts a chair, takes up the paper, folds it;
crossed to the far side and comes on ODIHAM'S
pie, takes it up rather o3 if he were arresiing
somebody, holds it out, looks at ity ezamining it as
if it were a piece of evidence, then places it in his
gide pocket and buttons it up. Then, with a final
look round he takes the raper and returns towards
the door.
ODIHAM’S VOICE. [Outside] Take her out in the
gir.! Shan’t be a tick;? I left my pipe-
He comes in and. crosses to the long bench. Ths
CONSTABLE regards him with an. unmoved face.
ODIHAM, [Puzled] ’Ere’s where I left it- [To the
CONSTABLE] Seen & pipe? :
CONSTABLE., What sort o’ pipe?
ODIHAM. Briar—bit* gone in the stem.
. CONSTABLE. An, marks on it?
ODIHAM, Marks? What d’you think? Tattooed

1. Inthe ﬁr;in the open air.
2. Shan’t ba a tick=1 shall not Le & moment. A fick=a
tick of a clock. .
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on the left forearm? Just a pipe.
CONSTABLE [Producing pipe] This tha article?
"OpIHAM. That’s it}
CONSTABLE. By rights 1 ought’ to hand it in at
Scotland Yard.k [He seems to weigh the pipe.]
ODIHAM. Aoh! I shouldn’s like you to be wastin’
your time over me. [Holding out a bob] *Ow’s that?
CONSTABLE. [Taling the bob] A pipe’sa man’s friend.
ODIHAM. [Taking the wipel Ah)! About the only
‘on. %0 ’as.? °Ave you gof a light? .
The CONSTABLE hands him a bozx of matckes a'nd
ODIHAM lights his pipe.
Well, you ’aven't too cheery 4 job amohg the bodles
—So long1#
The CONSTABLE’S mouth opess, but ODIHAM Zas
hurried out, ,
The CONSTABLE, puts the bob away and steps out
into the lobby. His voice is heard.
CONSTABLE, Now. then, make way for the Jury,
there} In here, gentlemen. You’ll find sll in order
for considering your verdict. In here.
He comes back into the doorway. And the JUBY
mpass him one by one ; eight decent men fresh from

1. By rights I ought to hand it in at Scotland Yard, By
(good) rights==by (or of) right, £ &; A EE: Scotland Yard &
London #Y Charing Oross. WA —{E Lost Property Office. Jt)%
Bitak Scotland Yard AIGETRCMEEITME. Al 4ibr &
Peprnst:, BAN-NMERRERRELRENEE. BT
m5%#) Beotland Yard 3, 5 B Weight the pipe, Bigiafmipia
Hi—S5BG BrUESHAE 20E R, B4l one bob g,

2. About the only one ’e 'as—=Abouf the only one (friend)
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3. *‘Ave you got a light? ’Ave=have;light g rdatch HE.
78 i AT /KEY, hE Will vou give me s light?

4. Well you ’avan’t too cheery a job among the bodies——
So fong! Bodies g dead bodies (5ii5) Z&, HBMAL Coroner’s
Court # Constable. You haven’t too cheery a job=yon haven’t
got a very plersant job. So long (Colloq. Slang)=good-bye.
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a painful scene, and divided in-expression between
relief and responsibility. The FOREMAN, g vete-
rinary surgeon’s assistant, has a letter in his hand.

CONSTABLE, [Moving in after them] Got everythmu'
you want, gentlemen? .

FOREMAN. Yes, thank you.

The CONSTABLE goes out and closes the door.
we might as well sit down while we're th inking it over.
FOUR JURYMEN sit on the lony seat, Left ; THREE
on chairs to Right of table. The FOREMAN nits
at the head of the table.

FOREMAN. Well, gentlemen, we're clear, I suppose,
that deceased came by his desth on Monday night last
between eight and nine o’clock, in his own house at
Kensington? ’ ’

There is u general assent.
That’s agreed then. Now, did he take his own life?
That’s the secord gquestion we have to answer.

2ND JURYMAN. [Next on Left of FOREMAN—g grey.
headed man in o small way of business} Can’t be a doubt
about that, after the letter, and what the doctors said.
[Pause.]

FOREMAN, Anyone who has a doubt, give it a
vome, please.

Ao yoice.
We're agreed, then, He took his own life, Now,
what was his state of mind when be took it? That’s
the third question before us.

3
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3RD JURMAN [Second on Right of FORMAN—a
goggle-eyed commercial traveller] Aht- It’11 take a bit of
answerin’, in my opinion. I’d like that letter read
again, Mr, Foreman. It’s a painful letter, and I’d like
it read again, '

FOREMAN, Very welll It’saddressedto L1eutanant
Oswald, H.M.S. Zous.

5TH JURYMAN. {Right front chair, a working jeweller,
rather zstheticl Zéns—it’s ancient Greek.

6TH JURYMAN, [Left, at the frout end of the seai—a

self-owning barber and hard little nut}* Let’s ’ave it in-
plain English,

FOREMAN, Zeus, Portsmouth. And it’s - headed
from his own house: . “17 Sonthern Place, Kensington.
March 23rd”—the fatal Monday—%“8,15 p.m.” He’
pub it precise, you see. ‘This is the lefter:—

“My dear old Pa},? B ,

“I write to you as my oldest and best friend. I
am going Jff the deep end® in a few minutes.”

4TH JURYMAN. [Right, next FOREMAN—g chemist]
One moment, Mr. Foreman, Speaking as a chemist:
“Off the deep end” is an expresoion I’ve heard used,
but never in that particnlar connection, '

6TH JURYMAN. Speakin’ asan *airdresser, it means-
login’ your ’air.4 .

1, nut (Slang)==head; hard nut ﬁﬁ!ﬁﬁﬁk; !i?ﬁx!ﬁ

A
2. Pal B Briend 28 23w
3. Going off th ez deef em!l%:glﬁzlgz é‘ﬁ ‘& sw?mmmg bsﬁh
{or pool) WiEskF, BT IRAY. ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁﬂﬁ?ﬁﬂi» PR
BRBEERNEN TR, BANTS RE, EERNE T- (Do some-
thing desperate; or dangerous.) shRtEREIEET . BXETF
oo o $ﬁﬁ$§%lﬂﬁmﬂ; B ETREF e
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FOREMAN. It can'’t mean any than' here but what he
was going to do.

+ 3RD.JURYMAN, That’s rlgnt Goon.

FOREMAN. [Resuming] “Off the deep end in a few
minutes. Neither you nor anyone else, not even, my
mother, or Anne in the days before we split, have
known_ that I have twice been clean of my chump.?
It was that, you know, which really botched up? my
life with Anne. She wanted children and I daren’t,
and couldn’t tell her why. I simply couldn’s tell any-
body. The first time was soon after the war.” I was
up in Scotland fishing—a very remote place: for three
days it was all darkness. I had only a gillie with me,
and I swored him to'sﬂencé 8 The second time was
just before we deﬁmtely split—I was away in Belgium
‘over that A.B.Z. parachute design of mine. For twe
days I wandered about, oub of my wits;# and came to
myselfs in a wood. My dear old man, I don’t suppose
you can realiss what it means to be at the ‘mercy of a
thing like that,® to have the feeling of its coming on
me—slowly, slowly creeping on me again. And not
to know whether next time won’t be the last,”  [The
FOREMAN coughs] “I go about in”—here’s a word 1
can’t read—‘“fer’’™—no—ah!—"terror”—that’s if,

1. Off my chump, Chump (collog)= head; off one’s chump
{slang)==mad with excitemeut (C.0.D.)

2. Botched up—=Spoiled ¢
" 3. Swored him to silence=Caused hxm to take oath,
(admmlg.er o:;th) to silence. ; , 15 "

. ut of my wits, out of one’s w1t, it} H :

#L: &, F%: He was frightened out of wita. BE; KM M

5, Come to myself, Oome to oneself==return to one’s senses .
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6. At the mercy of a thing Iike that, at the mercy of=
wholly in the power ofs hable to danger or-harm from (C.0.D.)a
thing like that %R EHIRIER,
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“terror.” “I’ve known for days that it’s coming on me
again now. I can’t stick i, old man. Befter for
myself and everybody that I should elear out.t Good-
bye, and God bless you. Comfort my poor mother.
Your old Pal,
* Colin Morecombe”
TFhe FOREMAN’S. voice has been distinetly Tw.sky
during the reading of the, last words, and an gudible
- sniff has been heard from the 3RD-JURYMAN. In
fact, all_the JURYMEN fave - shown .signs of
discomfort, exceps the youngest, almost a boy, and
the 6TH JURYMAN, who have listened unmoved.
5TH JURYMAN. Ii’s a dreadfully sad letter, -
6TH JURYMAN. The quesbion is, is it & sane lefter?
The Coroner ’ad a word to say on that. But if struck
me that gentleman was thinkin’ more of ’imself than
of degeased. . ’
1TH JURYMAN, [On the Left, second from Sfront—a
bright-haired greengrocer] You can’t honestly say there’s
a word in it you or I ¢ouldn’s have written. He’s got
everything exact, even to the splib with his wife.’
« GTHJURYMAN, Ah! Wo neoedn’s think about
that lady. ' ‘
3RD JURYMAN, No better than she should be, I
shonld say.
5TH JURYMAN., Well, there was his own affair with
the girl. ’
2ND JURYMAN, Pity they brought that in, in my
opinion, The Coroner was right to stop that evidence

1. Clear out Affi Make off =¥ FAEMIITHMIZ B
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when he got the letter. After all, the poor fellow’s
gone.

6TH JURYMAN. Ah! Irather think that ’tec put
his foot in his mouth, there..
~ 4TH JURYMAN. Saved a faint, anyway,. stopplno'

her evidence——never saw a cru-l so white; and I’ve had
gome in my shop.2

FOREMAN. We must keep to the point—his sanity.

6TH JURYMAN. He was sane enough when he took
the girl to Richmond, anyway.

5TH JURYMAN. The day before—you c&n’b count
that.

7TH JURYMAN. The letter was the last thing he
did; we needn’t go further back than that. -

FOREMAN. To my mmd gentlemen, the 1mnorta.nt
words are the “slowly ereeping on me again,” As &
Vet, I can tell you that a dog knows when he’s go ing
mad. And you may take it from me that as soon as
he knows it; you’ve got to destroy him—practically
he’s mad already. Is a man still sane when he feels
insanity creeping on him? That’s the real question.
 6TH JURYMAN, If he was insane when he wrote
that letter, we're all as mad as ’atters.?

7TH JURYMAN. There it is, you see: the Coroner
warned us not to bring him in of unsound mind unless
we truly felt he was,

6TH JURYMAN, Ah! that gentleman—sfull of his

- Ah! 1 rather think that *tec put his foot in his mouth,
there. stac—detective; put one’s foot in one’s month=—make a fool
of oneself; do something very foolish.

2, Saved 2 faint, anyway, stopping her evzdence-—nnnr
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own position!? Did he pay any altention to that
" question I asked him? Not el

3RD JURYMAN. [Suddenly] Hero in the warl I
remember that flight of *is perfectly. And there he
lies—poor feller!

S5TH JURYMAN. IP’m thinking of his family.

6TH JURYMAN. We're not concerned with the
widder in this case; she a5 ’er consolations.

5TH JURYMAN. His mother hasn’.

6TH JURYMAN. Ah! That was the little one in
black. -

FOREMAN. There’s always someone to bs hurt;
Woell, gentlemen, it must be one thing or the other.

A silence.

7TH JURYMAN, I can’t see a4 madman using the
words “off his chump.”

3rD JURYMAN. Why not? It’s a very ‘andy
8Xpression.

7TH JURYMAN. I think if a man was mad, he would.

’t use slgng.? :

" 2ND JURYMAN. Some men’d use slano in their graves.
[To his neighbour—ihe boy, STH JURYMAN] What do
you By ?

8TH JURYMAN. [Startled] 1?7 Oh! Mad.

4TH JURYMAN. Mr. Foreman, I’d like 'fo say a
word for the Coroner. I thought him very fair, and
* on the whole Ishould say he was against insanity-

1. Full of his own position,==engrossed with the thought,
of his own pogition.
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6TH JURYMAN. Too many insane verdicts lately;
that’s what’s the matter with him.! We'll vote in-
dependont of that gentleman.
FOREMAN. Very welll Pl take a vote. . .". Those
in favour of unsound mind hold up their hands.
' His own, and those of the 2ND. 3RD, 5TH, and
" S8TH JURYMEN are held up.
Contrary?
Those of the 7TH and 4TH are held up. The 6TH
does not hold up his at all. )
6TH JURYMAN, Ithought so;not agreed—wo want
a little more discussion. They’ve brought us away
from our businesses?—Ilet ’em wait for us. )
7TH JURYMAN. Honestly, I don’t see how he could
have written that letter if he’d been insane at the fime
of writing. o '
4TH JURYMAN. I really  think, gentlemen, we
should follow the Coroner, with his experience.
6TH JURYMAN. Well, I don’t.
5TH JURYMAN [ Heatedly] Then why didn’ you hold‘
up your hand?
" 6TH JURYMAN. Wait and sea! .
* FOREMAN. [Calming them] Now, gentlemen, please.
If you’d like fo have my views. I’ve been on a
Coroner’s Jury before, In my opinion there’s always a
doubt in these cases, and it does no barm o anyone to

1. Too many insane verdicts lately; that's what’y the
matter with him, Insane verdicts EISEIEE TEILH a¥ag
Verdict. g, What—tnat which; what’s the matter with him,
B his characteristic weakness (or fault) 28 ERSCHIMRILE, X
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give the benefit of it to the deceased. That’s human.
nature, and human nature’s the best gﬂidel' after all.
Who can tell to a tick when a man’s over the edge?!
T don’s see what they want to ask the quesfion for af
all.” Where and when did & man die? - Did he die by
his own hand? Yes. But what was hig state of mind?
No.? Sound or unsound, ne’s dead. In this case he
tells us himself he was mad, or on the point of it. The
benefit o’ the doubt, gentlemen.

4TH JURYMAN. Mr. Foreman, I think you’ e rlght
after all.

2ND JURYMAN. Certainly he is. It’s common sense.
Speaking from the business point of view: am I going
o0 do a deal with a man who writes & letter like that?
Course* ’'m not. That’s the plain test.

7TH JURYMAN. Woell, if you puf 11: that way—I'm
sure I don’t want to be“inhuman.

. 6TH JURYMAN., He was as 8ané as you or ma'i

when he wrote that letter.

FOREMAN. Do I understand that you follow ther
Coroner, after all, Sir?

1. Who ean tell o a tick when a man’s over the edge?
To & tick B} exactly 2. ARE—KFH to the $ick=with exact
punctuality; tick g tick of a clock, E.E‘I;i;. To be over the edge
11 to lose his sanity Z&.
2. No. hif4— No 2, HIgH No, we ca.n ' tell Z2%.
3. The benefit o’ the doubt, gentlemen, = Give him the-
benefit of the doubt, gentlemen. To give one the benefit of the

© doubt, HERAE AN~ BATERE, B8 TRUEIREY,

S URERER RN, TBARENERBNEAGN T ELEE. B
by FIRRIER, BRIBAH ST %B%ﬁkﬁiﬁ‘? AFRR. RICER
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EEEEE TEER, RN, |

EoRRER MEEHN. ERERES. REEEL
B, RATEMERE BN, SRRRIER,

L RREH, BERVIRNER.

BUBER 2T, BENEESREE —RAKLT

L ERET AR, - ,

WAER BMEENRER, SENMR—RNMHE
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kR IR, BRFEESKTBRENER, 25
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15 insanity SEEE AFEEAA. BERBIEm A%, ABENEE
AR, BEERIBNAT, WHEEEK%?HEE&Q‘WHEW£
HE, SRR SR AR AR A R BRI M
2% k<A In my opinion there is always & doubtin these cases,
and it does no harm fo anyone to give the benefit of it to the
deceased. —fifi, WAL T#. To give one the bemnefit of the
doubt=to assume his innoecente rather than guilt. (C.0.D.).
- 4,. Course==0f course o : T

w 8. As yowor me, me B I 23 WHHHK & spoken

English 3 ¥ HA%. . T -
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6TH JURYMAN. Not much! Unsound mind, svery
time. . )

FOREMAN, We’reagreed, then. The deceased took
his own life, in his own house,. between eight and nine
in the evening, on Monday last, when of unsound mind.
Shall we offer an expression of sympathy with his
family? )

6TH JURYMAN. Not the widder—confine it to his
mother. . '

FOREMAN. Well, perhaps that’ll meet the eage
better. ’

General aseent

Come along then, gentlemen, We’ll go back and give
i6 $hem.

They file out.

The GOSTABLE c¢omes in, Looking over the raom as

. 4f for another pive. LADY MORECUMBE comes in.

LAapy M. Officer{ ’

CONSTABLE. Madam)

LADY M. Can I gee the reporters befors they go?

CONSTABLE. I’'mafraid it’s not in the bouvk, Madam,
for any witness———= "

LADY M. I was not a witness.

CONSTABLE. Ah! I remember--you’rs the de-
ceased’s mother. I don’t know, I’m sure, Madam. It’s
not in my department? [He¢ stands stock.]?

1. I am atraid” it's not in the hook, Madam, fof any -
witness—,t6 be in 1he Hook g to be usual custom, routine;
customary Z¥. For any witness— FfEBtil, B# Lady
Morecombe MNET. HEH2E—5% BE for any witness to see
tbe reporters before they go. Bk It is not in the book for &
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2. Its not inmy department gﬁ it has sothing io.do, with
me Z¥K:
3. Stock gy stiff attitude Z&K.
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LADY M, - I know that. [She puts a nole into his
hand] I only want you to get me the first who comes
down,

“CONSTABLE. Well, I see no reason, Ma’am, why _
you shouldn’ see the Press, as one private person to
another.

LADY M. Then please—-1

CONSTABLE. ' I will, Ma’am; very glad to do you
the gervice.

. ) . He goes out.
LADY MORECOMBE moves to the end of the table
and stands trembling, working her lips. The
: CONSTABLE refurns, followed by the REPORTER,
FORMAN.
CONSTABLE. Thigis the first down, Madam. Lady
wants to see you, Sir,
He withdraws. The REPORTER moves. towards
- -L.ADY MORECMBE,:
- REPORTER, Yes, Lady Morecombe? Excuse ‘me,
T’m in 8 hurry.
LADPYM. I’vebeenrudetoyou,’m afraid. Please
forgive me. . . o
REPORTER. Oh! Our backs are broad? thank
you. ’ -
LADY M, Aga human being in distress, I beg you:
pleage don’t put that girl into your report!
REPORTER.‘ [Aﬁ‘ected] Lady Morecombe, I—I must

1. Qur: back are broad. Ls.dy Morecombs. [ﬁﬁﬁiﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁ
55 AT I R 2 RS S B — fuE, BB S iR BN
A0 A BAGRAEN TR, MBI T8y, DA MR Tl R
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hand it in; but 1’11 gladly ask them not to mention her.
1 daresay they won’i; her evidence didn’t matter, as it
turned out.!  You left before the verdict. It’s
“Unsound mind,” if that’s any consolation to you.
©ONSTABLE [Appearing] Here’s another for you;
Madam, Press Association.
2ND REPORTER, [From just within ‘ﬂzc doorway}
 What isit? .
LaDpY M. My son’s name, Sir. The girl-——
2ND REPORTER, Ohl!. That’'s all right, Ma’am.
The Coroner’s just said she mustn’t be mentioned,
» REPORTER. Thank the Lord! I’m so glad, Lady
Morecombe! ' '
LADY MORECOMBE hides her face, overcome for
thefirsttime. The 2ND REPORTER, with a sound
of symupathy, follows the first oxut.
LADY MQRECOMBE hns turned fo th wall, Left,
weeping silently behind her handkerchief. THREE
LADIES and the MAN from the Adir Ministry have
come into the alcoyve. .
THE MAN. Well, the show’s over. I’ve sent for
the car.
isT LADY. P’dnoideait’d beso fnghtfully interest-
ing, John,
28D LADY. I’ve always wanted to see a case.
3RD LADY, Never was go thrilled in my life as
when that girl—
2Np LaDY, Oh! The wife’s evidence was much

1. Turned out—was found; proved to be the case. ¥,
1, This turns out to be true. 2. We shall see bow things turn
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out 3, It turng out that he was never there.
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the most excmng——-

Ist LADY. She was rather wonderful, 1 _thotight.
It must have been a nasty jar! to have to——

3rD LADY, There’s nothing like real life, after all.
Beats the theatre hollow.? Only it was much too
short.

THE MAN, Of course the verdict was fosh.? A
man isn’t insane when he knows whas he’s doing. '

IST LADY. But I thought: Juries ‘always said
“Insane” as a matter .of conrse?

- 3RD LADY, Wasn’t the Coroner amusin’? So
professmnal H

2ND LADY. Well, poor man, what else could he be?

' THE MAN. Morecomba’s 2 real loss.t

3RD LADY. It -was a piece of luck the" letter only
coming like that—all the drama was in seeing the
witnessegd——

THE MAN. Pretty rough on his wife, and that girl!

2ND LADY. Oh! well, bad luck, of course. Still,
that. was the Yeally exciting part.

1sT LADY. Thanks awfully, John, for bringing us

1.° A ‘nastly jar—Something unpleasant. (jar=shock,
blow.)

2. Beats the theatre hollaw==Real life beats the theatre
bollow. Hollow==Completely.’ #9: to beat a person hollow;
hollow beaten. .

3. Tosh (Slang)=nonsense; rubbish.

4. Morecomhe’s a real loss=The death of Morecombe id a
real logs to England. ‘ '

« 5. Al the drama was in seeing the witnesses — IR
Eilbfl drama, FREETHRA, GHARSRWER IRLAN
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down, It was too thrilling!
THE MAN. Hsssh! ,

4 sudden silence comes over them ; they have becoms
aware of the black figure of LADY MORECOMBE
standing close by, looking at them.

3RD LADY. Er— The car must be there by now!

Likea bunch of frightensd poviiry they Suster through
the doorioay and are lost in the throny outsids,

LADY M. [To herself—ypery low]l The Show is over.

'CURTAIN,

THEAEND.
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