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Lake of Tiberias

22 May, 1919.
Countess dowager Sophie Tolstoy:

Dear Madam.

After the silence of many years, I take up the pen to write you. How do you do,
dear Madam? Though you are now over seventy and though you have had so many sorrows and
sufferings in your life, yet I hope you are quite well, and notwithstanding the still unsettled
condition of things in Russia the days at Vasnaya Polyana be quiet and even.
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It was in February of 1017 that Leo your son came to Nihon and passed an afternoon at our
own house, when I had the chance of hearing about you all. I wonder whether Leo told you
anything about us or not. I understand him to be now in Sweden. Which of your sons do
live with you now? Perbaps Michael? But dear Madam, you are happy in having sons and
daughters who love you and are the comfort and stay in your old age. For however selfreliant
one may be, there is a time when he or she sorely needs the natural affection of the blood. In
that respect, I and my wife who after twenty six years of marriage have no offspring of out
own are rather unfortunate, though we percicve the special significance and mission meant for us
in it too.

It is thirteen years since my visit to Yasnaya Polyana. About nine years have passed since his
death, What a lot of thing occurred during the interval! What a prodigious amount of suffering
the World has had to pass through! It almost drives one to despair to think what price one had
to pay. Yet mmmm Madam, we all know this to be the birth pang. New world is being born. You

who had so many experiences of birth pangs and the joys of Motherhood after quite understand



it. What do you think will be the opinion of his? Of course his pain and sorrow on seeing
much blood shed and on hearing the din of the fight would have been difficult to express. Vet
through those thousand hideous seenes would he fail to percieve and rejoice in the triumph of
God? Yes, as some one said, “ God is wiser than we.” Though the peace conference at Paris
may persist in making a scries of blunders, though the fermentation in Russia and the other
countries may boil over to the excess, yet we could not but see that the new Era is being born.
It is quite near——almost at hand. Nay, it is almost already done. A little patience—and
the pang will be over. The pain is momentary. Joy, forever.

You must wonder that I am writing from unexpected corner. Yes, I write you, not from Nihon,
but from the lake of Tiberias in Palestina, Not only I, but my wife is here with me. We left
Nihon toward the end of January, landed at Port Said on the middle of March, stayed at Cairo
about half a month, then spent whole April at Jerusalem, and after passing about two weeks in
Nazareth we came here and already stayed a week. Why did we come to Palestina? What for?

The reason is this——we intended to resuscitate Jesus Christ, After much musing and pondering
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over the condition of mankind, we——I and my wife——came to the conclusion that nothing but
the second appearance of Jesus Christ could reform the world at large. We have had enough of
dead Jesus, crucified Christ. Of the cross we have had too many. No, he must come again, the
Jesus Christ. He must come not in spirit, but in flesh. In short, the prophecy and promise so
distinctly made in Bible as to the second coming of Christ must be fulfilled now. “I believe in the
teaching of Christ and I believe that complete happiness on Earth is only possible when all men
believe in his teaching.” So said your lamented husband. I fully concur in that. But mere dead

words of dead Christ will do nothing. The world must have the living words of living Jesus. The

new Earth must turn on that only axis Jesus Christ in flesh. Were we successful in resuscitating
him? That we do not know. He the Father only knows. Time will show,

Tomorrow we start for Damascus. By the beginning of June we shall be back in Jerusalem.
Then via Port Said we go to Europe. From Europe to America, and then crossing the Pacific

we shall return to Nihon, thus making the circuit of the world. Now two countries we would like

the most to visit are Russia and Germany, which howev.r are perhaps most difficult to enter at



present. The chief attraction in Russia is, needless to say, Yasnaya Polyana. To sce the dear
Vasnaya again, to speak with you freely, and to visit and to speak silently to his grave are the
fond wishes of mine. My wife who loved him as she always loves dear old fatherly men and
who fully Sympathize with you——why, she is even much more earnest than T-—if I may say
— in the wish to come to you. She speaks but little English, yet great deal has she in her mind
and her heart. We have some cards entrusted to us to present them to his grave. A girl student
brought her piece of painting to offer it to his grave by our own hands. They all know cur
intention to visit you. You see how we all love him and sympathize with you in Nihon. Thus
our visit to you has manifold significance. Personal but national, it may be said. But then they
tell us that the time was unfavourable. We must bide the time it seems. We intend to stay in
Europe until the end of the year. Circumstance will change in the intcrval. Favourable time will
come, I believe. So whenever and wherever we got the chance, we will hasten to your Yasnaya
Polyana. You will be so kind as to allow us to pass a nizht under your roof. We shall see yout

old yet hearty self and speak with you on the sorrows and joys of our lives to our hearts' content,
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We shall see some of your sons and daughters and grand children. Together we shall be to his
grave and speak in spirit with him, We pray our Father to give us this dearly loved wish.
Hoping to ses you,
Dear Madam,
pretty soon,
We remain,
Affectionately yours,
Kenjiroh & Ai Tokutomi,
CIERE R —8 51
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“So you are gone to him, dear Madam, even as my old mamma did ten months ago go to my

old papa. You are gone, both you and mamma. You could not wait for us, neither of you.

Shall we grieve over you, both? Grieve, of course we do. But rejoice we do too over the peaceful
end of your toilsome journeys and the happy meetings of you both with your husbands.

May you all rest in peace!”
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Sorekara, sono Taxi de, Watakushidomo wa Equitable Building ni yuku. Shokin Ginkd Shiten ga so-
no 5 kai ni aru. Chijo 40 kai, Chika 3 s5, 59 no Elevator, 2300 no Office wo mochi, 15000 nin wo
irura to yi Odatemono de aru. Watakushi wa Tsuma wo Taxi ni nokoshite, Shokin ni nobori, Lon-
don Shokin no Shinydjd wo Dollar ni shite morau. £150=%528. Hokano England kara mochikoshi
no tsukai nokoshi no £ ya Shilling mo, America no ni shite morau, America Shi hei wa, France ya
Italy no yori shimatsu ni yoi ga, Yoko ga sukoshi nagasugiru. John Bull ga futomijika nj, Uncle Sam ga

yasedaka ni Punch ni yegakareru no wa, tashika ni yorio wo yete iru.



Sono yokonaga na Satsu wo Pocket ni shimai, orite deru. Taxi ga inai. Taxi wa iru ga, Tsuma ga
notte iru Taxi ga inai. Watakushi wa soko ni jru Jidosha wo hitotsu hitotsu nozoki komi, tsugini, hito-
tsu no Yokochid ni iru kagiri wo nozokikomi, tsugini, tano Yokochd no wo tadzune, sara ni, Muko-
yokochid wo tadzune, matte iru JidGshash® no ikutari ni Nihon Fujin wo noseta Jidosha wo kiita ga,
shirumono ga nai. Fuan ga Watakushi wo osou. Jidosha ni Koshd ga dekite, nawoshi ni itte iru no
de wa aru mai ka? Aruiwa Tsuma ga Kidbyd wo hasshi ta no de arumaika? Shashd wa Heitai agari
no yona Hito no yoi Kawo wo shita Wakamono d¢ attakara, Yusuri Katari de mo arumai. Nanishiro
mappirunaka Jidosha gurumi Tsuma no Funshitsu wa, America ni kisdsdé no Chinji de aru. Nande Ba-
sho nad> kayeru ka? Hara mo tatsu. 30 minutes mo sagashita nochi Watakushi wa Sosaku wo yame-
ta. Toydkisen ni itte iru kamo shirenu.

JTawasu Taxi de Toydkisen ni yuku, Sorewa tsui senkoku kita City Investing Building de atta. Ni-
hon Ryojikwan wa Shita no ho de atta ga, Toydkisen wa 28 kai ni atte, tochd de ichido Elevator wo
norikaye ta, Sorewa mado kara New York wo miharasu ks kwaikwatsu na Office de atta. Kiku

kun wa senkoku watakushidomo no Hotel wo tazune ta s6 na. Tama san ni shotaimen wo suru. To-
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kyo Kosho no de d=, Asa kun nado yori daibu Senpai de, mononareta Shinshi de aru. Shunyd Maru
wa iyoiyo 2 Gwatsu 20 Nichi ni San Francisco wo shuppan suru s0 na. Watakushidomo no Cabin
wa, Aru Kajyakusha ga dekita tame ni giizen aita no de, Shunyd Maru no Cabin chid de mo sukobu-
ru yoi Cabin to no koto de aru. Yukutoki ni Kayeri no Cabin wo yoyaka suru yo na jisetsu ni, da-
shinuke ni Sonna Cabin wo atayerareru nado, arigatai koto de aru.

Tsuma Funshitsu no Ichijd ni, Tama san mo shinpai shite, Kiku kun wo Watakushi ni dokd sashite
kureru node atta.

Watakushi wa Kiku kun to matashita Taxi de, mata, Equitable Building ni yuku, ¢ New <oz.a wa
hiroi kara, magotsuki masu” to Kiku kun wa Watakushi wo kabatte kureruga, Sekai wo Mata ni ka-
kete mada Akagetto wo Sotsugyd senu no wo Oini shingwai ni omou. Soshite Otoshimono ni koto wo
kaide, 26 Nen mo tsurete iru Nydbd wo otosu towa, Manuke no HyGhon to shite, masani, Yedokko
no Koza kara tatta hitokuchi ni fukitoba sare beki Shiromono de aru. Nan de mo kadexo Sekaiichi wo
hokoru New Yorkko no mannaka dakara, Watakushi mo manuke ni oite Sekaiichi wo kisotta wake ka-

mo shirenu,



Watakushi to Kiku kun wa, Equitable Bui'ding no Kaiwai wo, Yottsu no Me to Futatsu no Kuchi
d: nokoru kuma naku sagashita ga, Tsuma wo noseta Jidosha wa, Kage mo miyenu. Kiku kun ga
Shokin ni agatte kikiawashita ga, Tsuma wa konu s0da. Soredewa Taishd gomen kdmutte Hotel ni
kayette shimatta ni chigai nai., Watakushi wa Kiku kun ni wakare, Akuro no yurusu kagiri Taxi wo
tobashite, Hotel ni kayetta,

Hotel ni mo kayette inai.

oinaru Fuan ga osou,

Lobby ni Koshi kakete matsu,

Weimar no kidzukai wa, jikan no shireta kidzukai daga, korewa wakaru mads wa wakaranu Fusigi
da.

Shikashi Shinpai shita tckorcde, shikataga nai. America da. 47 ni naru Onna da. Oroka d: wa nai
Onna da. Sukoshi wa Tabinarete iru Onna da.

Shinpai nagara Hara ga hetta, Shyokudd ni itte Watakushi wa Lunch wo toru.

Denwa ga kakatte kita, Shokin kara, *Ima Okusan ga ode ni narimasu” to iyu K&jo no ato kara,
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Tsuma no Namidagunda Haradachigoye ga kikoyerns, Watakushi mo Haradachigoye. *Ittai nani wo
shite iranda? Hayaku okayeri!” Denwa wa potsun to kireta.

Tsuma no Taxi ga kitanowa 4 ji koro de atta. Sono kotoba ni yoreba, Taxi wa saisho no ichi wo
sukoshimo ugokanakatta soda. Shikamo Tsuma mo, Shasyd mo Me wo Sara ni shite, dete kuru Hi-
tobito wo busshoku shite ita soda. Soshite itsumade mattemo Watakushi ga detekonu no de, t0tG Tsuma
wa Shokin ni agatte kikiawaseta no sona.

Fushigi !

‘Watakushi ga saisho anna ni sagashi, nidome ni Kiku kun to Futari de anna ni sagashitani, nande
miyenakatta no dard? Tsuma mo Shasyd mo sonna ni chii shite, nande Watakushi ga Watakushidomo
ga mitsukara nakatta no daro?

Nanika ga Mekuragashi wo shita no da. New VYork ga choyto Hiko Hime ni Oita wo shita no da.
Sorewa English Channel de, Shimayebisudomo ga ikakuru Soya no ano Kitakaze ni, Fusai hanarebanare
ni kurushinda to nita yona monda. Poe no Pen ni mo norisdna.

Fushigi! Fushigi de naranu.



Tokoro ga Ato de wakatta. W.katte mireba Fushigi de mo nan demo nai, Equitable Building ga
okina Tatemonode, Watakushi wa Dskuchi wo machigayete masani Hantai no hd ni deta no da. S&-
shite detahd bakari sagashita no da. Watakushi wa nen no tame Building no gururi wo sukkari mite
mawaraneba naranakatta, Watakushi wa Tatemono 3B5 wo sagashita, Ura no 1pé wo minakatta. Mi-
nakatta sono Ura no 1pd ni Tsuma ga ita. SGshite sono Ura ga masa ni hajime no Iriguchi datta.

Ware wo wasurete Onore no hoka ni Kami wo sagashi aruita Watakushi no Hansei 50 Nen wo Sy-

mbolize shita yona Hitomaku., Omz tomare ba, Moto ye.
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“To love men is knowledge.
Humanity is the road that Ged chooses to travel along.

The face of God is all men’s faces,”
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“ Voice of God,

If Thou humblest Thyselt

Thou humblest me.

Thou too livest in Eternity.

Thou art a Man ; God is no more;”
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“We Nihonese must learn to respect more,
and to love more, ourselves.

Tokutomi Kenjiroh
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