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Meine Absicht ist, Alle diejenigen, 8o es werth finden, sich mit Metaphysik za
beschiftigen, zu iiberzeuzen: duss es unumgiinglich nothwendig sei, ihre Arbeit vor
der Hand anszusetzen, alles bisher Geschehene als ungeschehen snzusehen und
vor allen Dingen zucrst die Frage aufzuwerfen : ‘ob auch so ctwas, als Meta-
physik, @berall nur wiglich sei ' —KaNT: Prolegomena zu ciier jeden Kinftigen
Metaphysik.

Gelinge ey mir, mit meiner Darstellung der Philosophie auch nur eino Seele
abznstreiten, die sich mit ihr in jene dunkle Tiefe der Betrachtung verloren geben
will, wo Alles nur Heulen und Zihoklappen und jeder wider don Andern ist, so
wiirde ich schon glauben, ctwus geleistet zu haben.—Fecuxer : Ucder die physika-
lia-he und philvenphische Atomen’chre.

Der Mensch ist nicht gelioren, die Trobleme der Welt zu 15sen, wohl aber zu
suchen, wo das Problem angeht, und sich sodann in der Grenze des Begreiflichen
zu halten.—GoOETHE.

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ANTISTHENES AND DIOGENES. 195

When some one was arguing in support of Zeno of Elea’s
notion respecting the impossibility of movement, Diogenes
rose and walked. Definitions might prove that there was no
motion ; but definitions were only verbal, and could be an-
swered by facts. '

This refage found in comnmon-sense against the assaults of
logic, enabled the Cynics to shape a doctrine of morals which
had some certain basis. As they answered arguments by
facts, so they made actions take the place of precepts. Instead
of speculating about virtue, they endeavoured to be virtuous.
Socrates had brought philosophy from the clouds; the Cynics
endeavoured to bring it into daily practice. Their personal
dispositions gave the peculiar colouring to their doctrine, as
that of Aristippus had done to the Cyrenaic.
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PLATO'S WRITINGS. 229

In the division here proposed such inconveniences are
avoided. It is easy to see which dialogues are polemical and
which are expository. The Hippias Major and the Timaeus
may stand as representatives of each class. In the former
no attempt is made to settle the question raised. Socrates
contents himself with refuting every position of his antago-
nist. In the Timaus there is no polemic of any sort: all is
calmly expository.








































































































































































































































































820 TIHE METAPHYSICS.

By ringing the changes on Virtual and Actual, Substance,
Form, and Privation, he and his followers built up a theory
of thz universe, which, as intellectual gymnastics, had un-
doubted value, but which was not likely to lead to discovery.
Indeed the futility of the whole scheme is shown in its utter
incompetence to explain even the simple laws of motion. It
was an unconscious effort to make Logic do the work of
Metaphysics ; and the Logic itself had extremely question-
able premisses.

it Aristoto, et qu'on critiquera sans doute plus d’une fois encore. Pour moi, je la
trouve simple et vraie! BartrELEMY St.-Huarg, La Physique d Aristote, 1862,
i p. xxviii,



















































ARISTOTLE'S PSYCHOLOGY. 337

Science was considerable, although his special inquiries were
seldom successful. He instituted the important science of
Logic; directed men’s attention to the necessity of exa-
mining the grounds of knowledge and the forms of thought.
He also made philosophy embrace all topics of rational re-
search. But his crowning glory was the impulse he gave to
the purely scientific spirit by his constant appeal to Experi-
ence as the source of knowledge, and his insistance on the
methods of Observation and Induction. If his teaching
fostered the vexatious quibbling of schoolmen, it also fostered
the scientific research of the Arabs. Both tendencies are
more or less due to his influence, and hence it is that his
mighty intellect may justly be regarded as the dominant
power in all subsequent speculation, till the rise of the
modern schools.
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SUMMARY OF THE SOCRATIC MOVEMENT. 339

branch of philosophy: the other branches usurp the larger
share of his attention.

One result of Aristotle’s labours was precisely this: he
brought Philosophy round again to that condition from
which Socrates had wrested it; he opened the world again
to speculation.

Was then the advent of Socrates nullified? No. The
Socratic Epoch conferred the double benefit on humanity of
having first brought to light the importance of Ethical
Philosophy, and of having substituted a new and incom-
parably better Instrument for the one employed by the early
speculators. That Instrument sufficed for several centuries.

In Aristotle’s systematization of the Method, and, above
all, in his bringing Physics and Metaphysics again into the
region of Inquiry, he paved the way for a new epoch—the
epoch of Scepticism; not indeed the unmethodical Scepti-
cism of helpless baffled guessers, like that which preceded
Socrates ; but the methodical and dogmatic exposure of the
vanity of philosophy.


























































































ARCESILAUS AND CARNEADES. 375

true operation of cause and effect. But perception is not
the true resemblance of the world: consciousness is no
mirror reflecting external things.

Let us substitute for the metaphor of a mirror the more
abstract expression : ¢ Perception is the effect of an external
object acting on a sentient being,” and much of the confu-
sion darkening this matter will be dissipated. An effect,
we know, agrees with its cause, but it does not necessarily
resemble it. An effect is no more a copy of the cause than
pain is a copy of the application of fire to a finger: ergo,
Perception can never be an accurate report of what things
are per se, but only of what they are in relation to us.

It has been said that, although no single sense does
actually convey to us a correct impression of anything,
nevertheless we are enabled to confirm or modify the report
of one sense by the report of another sense, and that the
result of the whole activity of the five senses is a true im-
pression of the external object. This curious fallacy pre-
tends that a number of false impressions are sufficient to
constitute a true one.

The conclusion to be drawn from the foregoing sceptical
argument is this: There is no correspondence between the
object and the sensation, except that of cause and effect.
Sensations are not copies of objects; do not at all resemble
them. As we can only know objects through sensation—
1.6. a8 we can only know our sensations—we can never
ascertain the truth respecting objects.

To answer this sceptical argument a psychology was
needed which had not in those ages been dreamed of.










































































































































