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 "'ue BranMo MarriAGE Biip—THis is
our last say on the Brahmo mar-
Bill. Before this we examined

and cross-examined it.

to answer our views. The Bill, in our

opinion, is not what the Brahmos should

pray for.

The Brahmos, on account of
will adopt a certain

The

religious scruples,
form of marriage and not another.

a tangible shape.

Fwies (rIsts ir ofe, fret istr
T TIRe (wgt R |6m‘m‘ feg fia |
?JTwﬁrCﬂI @3 (vifs W uifze

R BT eiFs firs Fow oifvs (i‘*
{7 f3fvs i\ﬂwﬁrwa cofad qTHT
AP ww W By BT @wH
O FCAA | Sietst  winifrcnes (oo
1St et | AT RoFlrTal (Fam -

refuse. Of these two the la,tter form,

- hehlg_ﬂm__on.e__;n_cenﬁm"-ml‘b

current Hindu shastras, 18 wvalid in the

eyes of law. The other, known as Brahmo '

The Brah-

marriage, has no civil status.

' o [ ] o e : : ® f
mos want a positive civil status to this
form of marriage, just as the other current |

forms ot marriage already possess.

- We believe this true view of the case
has not been. mostly taken. Some would |
use langmage such as

riage 1s 1llegal.
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| Now the Brahmo marriage is precisely a

f ¥ 8
- L, | 4
! g 1 »
* 1

A thing having no legal status 1s not tan-

tamount to being llegal.
are not Hindus within the meaning of
the Hindu shastras, why should they be

| visited for their acts _contravening the
As Well |
might then the christians of the ld,nd ‘be.
bastardized, because their ma.riage cere- |
monies do not conform to the Hindu shas-

Thﬁs 1t seems to be utterly Supel*-f must be written out.

the prowswns of those shastras.

tras.

— e e e

We found 1t not be not certain of the consonanece of its Sys-

/

the good conscience and equity of the
courts on oceasions to come.

But the case is different with those who
' would not relinquish their Hindooship
that 1 to say those who would nof part
with their Hindoo character. With res-
pect to these the whole question is whe-
 ther the form of marriage they would
‘adopt 18 according to Hindoo Law. If
‘not 1t 18 positively illegal and not simply
as in the other case a thing of a meutral

- ——

We understand the case to ‘require a law. However they seem tobe

form they would adopt 1s one already in  tory law such as may obviate any future

So the other they would

d

‘ the Brahmo’ mar- '
’ This is altogether illogical. |

ficial to say that the Brahmo marriage is

contr ary to L‘LW If all men are at liber ty \

to enter into any contract and if marriage
18 only a contract why should not-a bona-
Jide contract of the lattér deseription be
tolerated In fact .a particular

‘law is not called for to give validity to

by law.

Bra]mm IIla,lli&geﬂ but  to.. bestow cer-

tainty on 1t and to make 1t as convenient

Ifthe Brahm0§* in the presence of God as they would "

|

t

~duce a distinct and new kind of marriage

eountrymen.

and uncertain kind. ‘Thus if the A disomaj

tem of matrimony to the Hindeo Shas-
tras they would in our opmion indispensably

certain of it. And being so assured they

i also require nothing more if they at all

require any thing, than a simple declara-

trouble. . Gon it
Why then should the legislature imtro-

It 1s certain-
ly christian-like to give two berries when
one omly is wanted; bat mot when the
man 18 1ncapable of swa,lloWing more
than one. The registration system of
marriage is shockmg to 2 native mind.
And certainly the Brahmoes do not wish
to unnecessarily hurt the feeling of their
“Moreover this will cast in
the back ground the very thing for which
the Brahmoss want a law marriage

;purely ClVl] ;in :iets nature ?

haveit.  Nay more, were the law to pass,

this will be a mere useless adjunct which °

any body may easily elude. So rather no
compulsory registration, '

We want more certafnty, to be sure.
Let it be enacted therefore, that at all
- Brahmo marriages two deeds of marriage

That these deeds
must be &ttested b} at least five per-

sons of the same persuasion. And
that if ~the : parties like these deeds may
be registered under the law for the re-
gistration of assurances within a crwen
time say six months. _
We think the lea‘lslature may Well ,
stop with a short law like the above,
But as the opinions of Medical men dici-

' da no require.
suceession to arise 1n a court now. - Could |

the court refuse to give the benefitof a |

Brahmo mar rla,ge ? We trow not, net with-
sta,ndmo' what the Advocate General muy

- have ‘S&Id to the contrary. There isa di-

rect clause of law that in the absence of |
any express legislative enactment . the
courts of justice of this country are to aet
ccordmg to good conscience and equity.,

ease under this predicament.

‘las no positive need of a law like the one
u questlon, 'bat only requlre one to assist

'll-iJ Frs y = .
L ‘ < - - " 5
i "'".'.F:J

I -*-."-‘ :3 o . . '\.’I" : .

[ A im -
' - v '} - -
1 T a p‘l 4 -1 : 1 ey & - ]
i " v . d F
S = . f 4 s Ak J‘; d 4 " .
- i o P, " e . . * 3 -~ ol
o el A it 1 tr'" !-‘ % TN . .
P Sl S R L M il L SRR & 1
P i ! iy =y . Y -'... L] i1 F--';; # 'H"' -y L d .1 o d

s —

.

S—

So that those |
| Bta,hmos who deem themselves as altoge-

{her excluded from the definition of Hindoo, |

< pqlled to put m .t 18

marriageable age for girls, we might wish
our propesed. law to contain a pProviso
that the ‘deed would be void if the

age of the bride be not shown therein

to. be above the fifteenth year. 1t

i 1s likewise desirable that the law should

insist on the parties being both without
other husbands and wives. Though

we have not the least doubt that the
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