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AN ODE

THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

BY

D. N. SEN, M. A.






FOREWORD.

It is a matter of regret and wonder that the catholio
Hindu has not received Jesus with that reverence that
He, as one of the incarnations of God, undoubtedly
deserves. The f{oregoing poem in Bengali and the
following Ode in English are modest attempts on my
part to popularize Him among us all, so that we may
realize the truth that He is as much the Way as the
Lord Sri Krishna or the Mother Durga. It is marvellous
that His teachings are ‘identical with those of Sri
Krishna in the Gita, and the truly spiritual Hindu would
on no account hesitate to prostrate himseclf before His
Lotus-Feet. [ humbly hope that my countrymen will
not misunderstand me and my christian brothers will
not pooh-pooh my honest endeavours. No lover of
truth can possibly fail to admit that “whenever and
wherever virtue suffers and vice triumphs,,: the
Almighty God incarnates Himself with a view to justify
the ways of righteousness.””

It is the bigot alone—the frog of the well—who will
turn a deaf ear to all tales of the.traveller about the big,
big sea. The civilised man needs no enlightenment
about the size and dimension of the moon : the savage
will pelt stones at yow if you tell him that it is larger

thap a big ball. .
DEVENDRANATH SEN.






DEDICATION.

To
]J. C. DUTT, Esqr.

O Friend { O Brother! look, what lotus flowers
And roses red and priceless jessamin,
I, roving through the Eden True, within

The Soul, on banks of babbling brooks, midst
bowers

Of Hymns, have culled 1 The joy-lulled Hours
Like bees full-drunk, without murm’rous din

Did fly—and snow-white pure thoughts, next of kin
Of Angles bright, poured joys in blissful showers.
Be thou, O friend { a partner of my joy,

Oh take these flowers,—all fresh and dipped in
dew,

These are meet off’rings for thee—Christian true |
For, thou art like a flower—all-fresh, without alloy |
On thy heart’s pan this incense let me pour—

| bring it. from Chnist’s Feet—a spicy shore— |

wgreplouin







AN ODH

THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

Ah, who art Thou, sweet child ¢
A vision and a dream
Of joy art Thou t Like Autumn’s
' Full Moon—gleam

How Thou Smilest | Oh, like a mother’s
angel—voice
Thou sheddest blessings, sweetly bidding us,
‘“Rejoice™ |
Oh, like the cuckoo’s first song
in the merry spring
Thou dost dispel all care 1 What treasures
Thou dost bring 1
O lovely Musk-Rose rare | O Perfume Superfine |
O Smile y O Hope ! O Balm 1 O Love-Vine's
ruddy Wine |
All Hail { All Hail { O Marriage-Bell 1
| O Jubilee {
O, priceless Pearl of pearls - |
of Joy’s ﬁnfathoméd Sea |



8 AN ODE TO THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.

Thou sapphire Joy Eternal
By thy side all joys
Are but a heap of sightless rubbish—
trinkets, toys |
The joys of earth are like

the waters of the sea |
O, Babbling Fountain Pure |

The parch’d tongue pants for Thee 1
E’en as the wounded hart

doth kiss the mountain spring,
I plunge in Thee, O Fount |
What solace Thou dost bring
And as a weary child,
loud sobbing on the breast
Of 1ts sweet mother dear,
doth find sweet Pzace and Rest,
I long for thee 1—O Peace | O Rest 1
Ah, lull me into calm 1t
O, close my weary eyehds !
O thou Dewy Balm ?
O Light of Glory! ever Pure
' | and stainless-bright
Oh make me like Thee Shining,
. Spotless, lily-white {
E’en as the dark night |
f by the magic touch of Dawn
Doth turn to day—a bridal vest she dons anon :



AN ODE TO THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. 2

E'en as a sluggish brook
doth Sea-ward swiftly glide,
When headlong rushes from
the clouds, the ramy tide |
E’en as the forest, bound
in Winter’s chains of Snow,
Becomes a King in spring—
all-green and full of glow 1

* ¥ 2 # #*

O Pure, pure Fountain of the Mount 1
Come down 1 Come down 1|

No Spring is here—no well |
Full-thirsty is the town
Of my sad heart ! Come bubbling here—
and give it drink,
Oh, mark its fearful plight—
'tis on Destruction’s brink 1
O Hero, come! Vile thoughts, like demons pitiless
Howl round my Soul ! She waileth in distress,—
Have pity, Lord,—Extend Thy hand and Save !
The demons howl,—Death grins
beside Yon Yawning grave {

The Soul in anguish cries—
“ 0O Lord, art Thou not mgh P—

O Jesus | Come—Oh Come | -
The Echoes sigh and die |



10 AN ODE TO THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.

' O Suff’ring Incarnate | Oh, teach me to en dure,
Like Thee, all griefs and pain -
beyond all earthly cure |
« First Cross—then Christ,” Q Lord !
Let this Life’'s motto be !
Without the Cross, Bondswoman Soul

Cannot be free {

The dross of Sin clings
to the Gold of Human Soul

Oh, burn it in the fire of pain, its beauties to unroll!
O Infant Innocence Like Thee make me a child,—
Without that state the cres
for Bliss are ravings-wild 1
All joys of sense are toys—
the child-heart they beguile
The Mother marks its sports,—
and tarries with a smile !
She comes not near the Child
but when no more it sighs
For empty toys, and seeks its mother
with wild cries,
The Mother runs and lifts it in her arms :—
And both delighted smile—
resplendent in their ‘charms.
- So let me be a, child § jor Mother let me cry!
And cast ﬁgs*gﬁ"fthe ]Qy“s”: .a{'}:'m?e without a sigh’;,
¥ ™ A2 T *

t ] L
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AN ODE TO THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. 11

0 ]eshs! Teacher sweet! Oh teach us
“God 1s Love” . —
All rays of the Bright sun that blazes high above,
We are! Ah waves we are
of one Great Boundless Sea.
Like Him we are immortal, bright, majestic, free
All pearls we are, and He
the Endless Silken String;
In Him we breathe, and live,
and move, and have our being.
We are all one in God—a truce to hate and strife,

For God i1s Love, and Hate 1s ’
c Death and love 1s Life,

% * ¥* %

On this—Thy day of birth,
O Jesus | Holy, Sweet |
With folded hands, full prostrate at Thy Feet,
I do beseech Thee Lord
to grant me Thy full grace,
Whereby my heart may be -
a palace,—worthy place
~To enthrone Thee-yea, a pligrim’s holy shrine,
To render fitting homage to Thee Lord Divine |
Oh, make it an orchestra where in chorus sing
Pure smiling thOUghts and praise Thee
- Sweetly, O my kmgt



12 AN ODE TO THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.

Oh thou hast come like lovely Krishna
- gweetly smiling,

Like sunshine after cloudy days,
the Earth begmlmg1

O Thou hast come hke Durga—
blessing all mankind {-

Like magic hght that drives
the darknéss of the blind !

The bells are ringing | merry bells 1
The bells are ringing 1

“The Chnst has come 1 The Angles—
* '—Love and Peace—are singing !




















